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IN OUR MAIL BOX 
Dear Editor: 

Relative to your inquiry in Issue 226 
of the "·Polonus Bulletin" reg,arding 
the issue of "Poczta Polska fenyg6w": 
would state that the surcharging was 
clone by private sourc,es and are not 
recogni·zed as official by tho Polish 
Provisional government. They are pure 
fwkes, issued for speculative reasons. 
In as much as I speoiahze in the 
sta,mps of Poland, I have ac,quirecl tho 
com,plete set of this unoffici,al, private 
ove1·p11ints. The sur,charging was done 
on tho four different of local issue II 
of ·warsaw-each issue and value bears 
5 - l 0 - 15 - 20 - 2·5· fen)1g6w. The complete 
sot comprises 20 regular and also \Vere 
<louble p1·intecl and inverted; altogether 
I Jiave 36 varieties in my collection 
of bogm stamps of Poland. 

When Mr. Miroslaw Bojanoiwic,z of 
Bnglancl paid me a visit to see my 
rollc,ction which is housed in 74 vol­
nmes, he was amazed to see these bo­
,rns stamps. Re claims that ho collects 
them also. 

Hoiping that I helped you, I remaiin 
Yours truly, 

V,incont Domanski .Jr. 
·Philadelphia, Penna. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Roman Reinowski 

2508 S. Ninth Street 
North Ri versicle, Ill. 6054 7 

Thomas Tencz,ar 
P . 0. Box 309 

Glenview, Ill. 
Henry P<ieniazek 

1874 Wilwyn 
Dos Plain cs. Ill. 60016 

-POLAND­
Machowski P.O.W. catalogs -

6 Volumes ....................... ......... $5.00 
1963 IKZP Catalog ..................... 2.00 
Specialized Catalogs - Vol. I, 

11 and III ........................ each 3.50 
Polanski-Rachmanow 1935 Poland 

No. 1 book with photo plates 40.00 
NEW ISSUES 

We may be slow . . . 
But our prices are low 

mZP catalogs and others at no cost 
to our regular clients. Please ask if 
you haven't received yours. 

TWIN EAGLE STAMP 00. 
Box 664, Granite City, Ill. 62041 

NEW MEMBER 
Enrl J-I. -"'Olson 

lG7G Buchanan Drive 
Pomona, Calif. 

APLICANT PENDING 
Z1bigniew Gruszecki 

238 S. Maple Ave. 
Montebello, Calif. 

APOLOGY 
I have clone a terni.ble injustice to 

member Leonard .J edrzejczak, No. 575. 
J reported him as having failed to pay 
his clues for 196•4 and his na,me was 
dropped from the membership list. 

It was brought to my attention that 
I made a mistake (lousy bookkeeping). 

I hereby report that member Leo­
nard .Jeclrzejczak's dues for 1964 ar•J 
paid and were ;paid, and that the re­
moval of his name from the member­
ship list was my error and I apologi·zP. 

Lester .Jankowski, 
Treasurer 

FOR SAJ.E - POLAND :BLOCK COLLECTION 
UnmonTtted. never hinged - between 1920 to 1956. Over 500, all different. 
As single stamps - co,t over $350.00. 

These items as bonus: 
1. Collection of Poland. over 350 different, including No. 1 
2. Same, about 400 different stamps 
3. Coi;iy of IKAROS Handbook 
4. Stock book with thousands of Poland stamp~. 
5. Box of thousands of the more common stamps 
6. Full sheets (at least 30) with 25 to 100 stamps in sheet 

THE ABOVE AS LOT - $350.00 Net 
Correspondence welcomed 

Edward Sponder (478), 7480 Ocean Terrace, Miami Beach 41, Florida 
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POLISH OCCUPATION OF THE UKRAINE 1919 
by C. W. Roberts 

Reprinted from "The Journal of the Rossica Society of Russian Phi lately" 

In August 1,919, Polish forces entered 
the Ukraine and occupied the town of 
Kowel. Ukrainian stamlJ)s found in the 
Post Office ,were overprinted (Figs. 1 
an! 2) ,and placed on sale on August 20. 
They :were withdr,awn on August 24. 

Poma Po lska 

30 fen. 

PoczciPotsh 

SO fen. 

The IKAROS Polish Cabalogue 1935 
,gives a list of numbers overprinted 
and sold. Col. Larking in the series of 
specialized a11ti,cles on Poland published 
in Staniey Grilbbons Monthly in 1932 
gives a list and date oif issue - August 
20, 19iJ9. 'l'he issue is ,also listed in the 
official Polish Stamp Agency Catadogue. 
Dr. !Seichter in his 1961 Ukraine Price 
List gti:ves a list of the v,alues ( omittillg 
the •50 d'en/1210 kop. perf.) under the 
heading "Kowel 1920 Philateli,c Issue." 
Apa1,t from this all is suI'IDise. No gene­
ral Oatalogue Editor will have anything 
to do with this issue, and it is clear 
that most ,consider it in a similar man­
ner to Dt·. 8eichter - or worse. Surely, 
it is an issue that no r,es,ponsible col­
le-ctor of Ukraine - or Poland for that 
matter - would really wish to collect 
exceipt perh,aps if he could pick them 
Uip as curiousities for a f ew ,pence. I 
could be wrong, ,but on the facts as 
known to me, I disa;gree, and if you 
c>an pick up genUJine copies of these 
stamps for a fe,w pence, or even a few 
shillings, I think you could do worse. 

What do I know i During the period 
of August 20 thru 2,4, 1919 this issue 
(or some values of it) were freely on 
sale at the KOJWel Post Office, as Bri­
tish Officers on duty in PoJ,and, visitP,l 
the town durirug thiis iPeriod and pur­
chased the stamps at the Post Office 
in the normal manner. I have this rm 

the au1thority of a fri,end of mine who 
did so 1and who subsequently gave me 
three stamps he bought there: 30 fen. / 
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30 Shrug., 50 fen./50 Shag. and 50 fen./ 
1 Rub. Imperf. Kiev Type 2. These 
iwere the only values available at the 
Post Office at the time of his visit. 
He does not remember the exaict drute 

~ except that it was in the latter part 
of August. However, I do not think 
the date of issue is in doubt. He did 
not send, or attempt to send, any letter 
franked with these stamps as he thought 
the Postal Service might not be very 
reliaible, and unfortunately he wias not 
intei,ested in covers. Eventually he de­
cided to concentrate on the stamps of 
the British Errnipire and hearing that I 
w,as interested in the Ukr,aine he gave 
them to me. 

In view of the short rperiod th<at the 
s,tamps were in circulation the Postal 
Service can hardly have had time to 
be properly organized, but covers ar,3 
known though these are very rare. One 
in my collection, which I think is clearly 
rphifatelic, is backstamped "Lublin 
27.8.19" and has the date "24.8.1919'' 
in pencil on the front. It was franked 
,with the 30ifen. / 30 Shag., 50 fen ./50 
shag., 50 fen , / 20 -grivni and 50 fen. /1 
Rub ., Kiev 'l'ype 2, Imperf., and h1as a 
Rubber Registrotiion marking with No. 
2,2,3 in pencil, ,also thie Censor mark 
"ICen,zura iwojskowa w KOW[.,U Gen­
zor I." I understand there is a similar 
cover in the Munich Museum. 

I hiave another ,cover in my collection 
(Fig. 4) :which is a loc.al letter franked 
with 30 fen. /30 Slrng. and 50 fen. /50 
,c:;haig. There is no backstamp or Ccnso;· 
mark. It is dated, in pencil, on the 
face "2•3 / 8 / Hl" and it does not appear 
to be phil,a;telic. 

I know of no cov,ers than these thr,ee, 
though I find it hard to believe th,at 
they do not exist. I have several copies 
on rpieces which have clearly come off 
en'"elopes, one piece even has the Cen­
sor's stamp on it. It should be remem­
lbered that the imporbaruce 0f cover~ 
was little ruppreciated at that tim,n 
and they we11e apt to be considered 
r,ather a nuisance. 
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All the used stamps I have seen were 
0ancelled with a rubber handstamp in 
violet or blue "KOWEL" in a straight 
1ine (Fig. 5) presumeably as a normal 
type of obliterator was not available. 
The Registration label was also a rub­
ber handstamp applied in violet, with 
the number filled in in blue pencil. 

The overprints were applied with sin­
gle rubber handstamps in violet or r,ed 
(30 fen. only), where possible horizon­
tally, but on the smaller 15 and 20 

227-4 

kop. stamps vertically. I cannot say 
whether the normal overprint reads up 
or down as I have not seen sufficient 
e,opies to justify me in expressing an 
Ypinion, but my guess is that it wias a 
matt1Jr of indifference. From blocks in 
my possession it is, however, quite clear 
that single ha,ndsta,mps w,ere used, and 
,that a quite separate one was made 
for the 30 fen. overprint. 

According to IKAROS Polish Oata­
logue 1935 the numbers overprinted 
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KOW EL 

and sold to the pwblic were: 
Overprinted 

3·0 fen./30 sha•g. 4,900 

50 fen . /50 shag. 8,6·80 
50 fen./20 griv. ~20 
50 fon. /15 kop. perf. 6•50 

50 fen. /20 ikop. perf. 20 

Sold • 
800 

1,090 
J.ilO 

325 
10 

50 f ,en. /1 ru]:>. imperf. 500 250 

The 50 fen. /15 kop. is found on both 
per-f. and ~mperf. sb!llIDlps, so possibly 
the figure given for the 15 kop. perf. 
also include imper£. 

,I understand the remainders were sent 
to the Warsaw Museum. 

I have recerutly acquired an addition­
al value, •50 fon. on 20 /1-4 kop. Kiev 2. 
'rhe overprint is clearly double and 
therefore ·although apparently genuine 
it is not ipossible to check it accurately. 
However, in its £avor is the f.act that 
to the best of knowledge this lirttle 
known ovierprint has not yet been 
forged. 

'The following is a checlk list compiled 
from my own collection, but to the 
best of my knowledge it is complete. 

These are facts; what follows is 
mainly surmise. 

Wha,t is the true exiplanation of this 
issue! I doubt if we shall ever know 
now but the most plausible explanation 
seems to !Ille that the local Co=ander 
of the Polish forces that occupied Ko­
wel had the stamips in the Post Otffice 
overprinted to show that the area was 
under- Polish jurisdiiction and was using 
Polish currency. When it eanne to the 
knowledge of the Polish Authorities 
they immediately order-ed the with­
drawal of the overprinted stamps pro­
bably because at tha,t time they did 
not wish to risk offending the Ukrai­
nians and also because it was unautho­
rized. If this is. correct one can see 
that at the time neither the Poles nor 
the lJlkminians had any desire to ac­
knowledge the issue, which has re­
mained unknown to this day. I had 
been collectirug Uikl'aine for 215 years 
before I even heard of it. 

The next question is how rare are 
these stamps! Clearly from the n=­
bers reported sold to the pu<blic they 
-cannot ibe very plentiful. I myself have 
seen or heard of less than 100 all told, 
used or unused, of the total stated 
to have been sold of 2,5•85. '.T'he only 
source of supply seems to be when 
imporatnt specali1zed collections of Po­
land come on the market· and are 

!Continued on next page) 

(H) = hori12Jontal overpdnt (D) = ovel'print readin,g downwards 
(U) = o,vei,print rnading uiprwards 

Overprinted in Red 
1. 30 fen. /30 shag. pa1e blue (H) 
2. 30 fen. /30 shag. deep blue ( f Pruss'ian blue) (H) 

Overprinted in Violet 
3. 50 fen./50 shag. red (H) 
4. 50 fen./20 griv. orange ibr01Wh on green (H) 
6. 50 fen./15 kop. perf. blue and pm1ple on Kiev Type 2' five stamp (D) 
6. 50 fen./15 kop. perf. blue and ,purple on Kiev 'l'ype 2 fi:vie stamp (U) 
7. 50 fen./15 kop. imperf. blue and purple on Kiev Type 2 five sbamp (D) 
8. 50 fen.jl5 kop. imperf. blue and purple on Kiev Type 2 five stamp (U) 
9. 50 fen. / 20 kop. perf. ned and blue on Ki!llv Type 2 (U) 

10. 50 fen./20 kop. / 14 1kop. penf. red and blue on iKieiv TYJPe 2 dou!ble Polish 
Overprint (U) 

11. 50 fen. f l rub. imperf. omnge and 'brown on p-ale brown, on Kie,v Tyipe 2d (H) 
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broken up, but I thin,k the bulk must 
have been destroyed. My ex;penience 
is clearly limited, but the order of 
rarity is not whait one would expect, 
so perh!IIPS it would be simpler to give 
the percentages of what I have seen 
rather than deal with each separately. 

No. on check Percentage Percentage 
list seen sold 

1 & 2 (about 17 3,1 

3 equal) il6 412 

4 8 4 
5 & 6 11 12 
7 & 8 10 12 

9 1 ½ 
10 1 
11 36 10 

(Only rubout one-fifth Olf Nos. 5 thru 
8 of those I know of are used.) 

The most striiking thirug about this 
list is the comparatively large number 
seen of the last on the li st - the 
overprint on 1 rub. imperf. One pos­
s ibl e explanation of this is the number 
of sipa.ces in the sheet of 1 rub. fille<l 
with "V's". For some reason it is usual 
to find that these spaces were over­
printed as well as the stamps proper 
and collectors would be inclined to 
keep these in blocks or strips. 

,One final point; even in the short 
time the 50 fen. ha.ndstamp was in use 
it seCIIlls to have started to show signs 
of wear. Examination shows that :,,]­
though the most usual damage is to the 
top of the "o" in PocvtJa, there are 
also sometimes others - a distinct 
break in the "t" of Poczta, in part 
of "P" in Polska and a small break in 
the "0" of 50 at a:bout 2 o'doc:k 
(,Fig. 6). I have not so far seen any 
signs of darrnage to the 30 £en. over­
,print, but this is frequently not too 
e1asy to see owring to its color. 

Pocz~ ~o~b 

50 fen P~,z~a ?olsh 

50 fen 

.r ,327-6 

I have told you what I know and 
what I think. It is up to you to de­
c,de whether you would include this 
issue when obtainable, in a collection 
of Ukraine or Poland or not. I think 
so and I also think it is worthy of 
inclusion in a general catalogue because 
the stamps were freely avai1able at 
t_hc Po;;t Office, even id' only for a 
short tiJme, and they did Postal service. 
}![any issues oof these difficult times 
have achieved catalogue rank with far 
less justific,abion. 

IN OUR MAIL BOX 
Polonus Philateli.c Society 
~fr. Stefan Kochanski, President 
DC'ar Mr. Kochianslm and Members: 

I<'irst I wish to thanik you, Mr. Ko­
chanski for your fine idea, the "Sta.'111/PS 
For The Wounded Nite" combined with 
the Polonus Christmas Beeba. Next, 
thanks to all the members who were 
so kind and generous Wlith their stamp 
donations to heLp me make this a real 
Christmas for the Veterans at Hines 
and Vaughn Hospitals. 

I received some very fine starrnps 
from vou to preRent to the boys which 
T did on Decemhe1· 23rd and w,as h!lQ>PY 
to give the finest and biggest packet 
nf stamps to each of the boys - around 
'1150 different sbamps, plus some plate 
blocks nnd hinges. 

Thanks to Mr. L. ,Tian,kowski for the 
fine Scott's Cat1alogues, and to John Bo­
bo for the st,a1ck of cun-ent phiiate,l[c 

God Bless You All! 
Bless You All! 

Most sincerely, 
John Bor, 
Midwest Reg. Director 
Stamps for the Wounded 

Give Yom Oki 
Stamp Cntnlogues. 

Albums, Magnzines, 
an_d Your Duplicates to 

STAMPS FOR THE 
WOUNDED 

Send Yonr Material To: 
JOHN BOR 

1810 N. Richmond St. 
Chicago, Ill. 60647 
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(Ca rtoon cut reprin ted thru courtesy of the POLI SH AMERICAN W eekly , Chi cag o, 111.) 

UNITED STATES ISSUES 
ABSTRACT DESIGN STAMP 

Postmaster General John A. Gronou­
ski announced t he release of the na­
tion's first abstract design stami;:,. It 
is a five-center wlith a splash of co­
lors, reds, b lacks and blues. 'ro the 
Postal chief " it pulsates like j,azz mu­
sic" bu t to many a tracl it ionalist it 
migl, t not be 11'.-orth a Hele 

'l' he P ostal chief also announced the 
first druy of issue of t he Soikols-Physi­
cal F.itness commemomtive to be on 
Febrnary 15, 1965 at Washington D.C. 

NEW ISSUES 
by J. J. Domar 

To commemorate tho 25th anniver­
sary of the hi tleric invasion of Poland 

• and to h onor the five-year strug,gle of 
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t he Polish nation to regain its free­
dom, five stamips were issued in ~o­
vce11ber : 

40 gr.-the cross Virtuti Mllitari , a­
"·arded to the Post Office em,ployees 
in Gdan k for t heir heroic defense 
oa September 1, 1939. 

-±0 gr.-the monument whi1ch will be 
erected on t he Westerplatte (Gdansk) 
to honor its defenders. 

60 gr.-fthe monument to be in Byd-
1gos20z to honor t he martyrdom and 
struggl{l of its po,pula tion. 

60 gr.-forging of the river Odra 
by the Polish Rolcliers marching toward 
viictory over the hitleric power in 1945. 

60 gr. - the Battle of Studziianki, 
August, 1944. 

Outward ver tical columns in shee-ts 
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are labels bearing the inscription: 
"The Struggle and Martyrdom of the 
Polish Nation 1939-1L945." 

Designed by Stefan Malecki. Printed 
by steel engraving, on ordinary paper 
in sheets of 50 or 56 stamps and 14 
or 20 labels. Total quantitcr - four 
llllillion copies of each. 

'Ilwo 40 gr. and one 60 gr. stamps 
are 2·5.5 x 42.5 =· in s~ze and the 
two remaining 60 gr. v•alues are 42.5 
x 25.5 man. Ruch 

POLPEX 1965 

Polpex Chairman Roman Strzel-i~ki 
appeals to :.nembers for articles to ap­
,pear ;n the philatelic press in con­
nection w-ith our coming 1965 Exhibi­
tion Mauch 5th, 6th and 7th. You may 
write on the theme of the sho:w "Ko­
pernik and the Spaice Age" or on any 
other subject relating to Polish phila­
tely. The articles will appear in na,tion­
al stamp publications and our Polpex 
program catalogue. 

Corresrpondence relating to POLPEX 
19·65 should he sent to Roman Strze­
lecki, 1439 N. Bell Ave., Chic•ago 601622. 

1{-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 
Supplement No. 8, I 963 

Now Ready a+ $1.75 
plus 30c postage 

\Vrite us for a special price 011 

colllplell' L'ola11d page, 
(to ~lemher, of 1'0101111~ 011ly) 

Special Hi11tler .......... 5.75 .50 
Dust. Ca~e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .50 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

_ 1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

STEFAN KOCHANSKI, President 

4030 W. C~rroll Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60624 

LESTER JANKOWSKI, Treasurer 
10 S. LaSalle St, Chicago, Ill. 60603 

CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Sec'y. & Editor 
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60622 

'WALTER SZYMLEK, Publications Chairman 

2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago, 111, 60647 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political. 
Views expressed by the authors of articles ap­
pearing herein do not necessarily express the 
views of the Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $2.50 -

,,.~~----'6>.<----~----~ 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
~ric.::.y, .January 8th, 1965: 

N 0minn !·ion of Officers for 1965. 
Regular Business Meeting. 
Friday, .January 22nd, 1965: 

Election of O:fificers. Past Presidents 
Nite. Beeba to follow. 
Friday, February 12th, 1965: 

Installation Ni te. 
Friday, February 26th 1965: 

Last Meeting before Polpex. 

March 5, 6, and 7, 1965: 
POLPEX 1965. 

OUR PRICE NOW ONLY .65c per 
cover. Beautiful bi-colored cachets 
commemorating America's most im­
portant S p a c e Launchings from 
CAPE CANAVERAL: postmarked 
date of launch. Original cachets by 
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon. Each 
cover contains descriptive stuffer 
card giving even more details of 
launching. Our subscribers receive 
free THE SPACE CRAFT EX­
PLORER monthly newssheet. Sepa­
rate subscription to THE EXPLO­
RER is $3.00 per year (11 months) 
mailed anywhere. 
A $,Loo advance deposit will assure 
your receipt ,of futu·re covers and 
THE EXPLORER. 

SPACE CRAFT COVERS 
P.O. Box 2296, 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member, Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA 
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