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//IF YOU have an extraordinary unusual item, better place 
it with an experienced dealer for sale. Last year there 

was a Latin American cover sold in a Harmer Rooke Auction 
for over $1500.00. There are thousands of people who 
claim to be stamp collectors who would have refused to pay 
$5.00 for this cover if it had been offered to them at that 
price." 

GEORGE W. LINN 
(Excerpt from editorial 

i1t March 24 issue of 

Lin•'• Weekly Stamp News} 

The Stamps you want to sell 

should be sent to us now as we are preparing 
our Autumn auctions. Your material will be 
in good company for our Fall schedule will 
include: 

Ceylon, Victoria and Argentina from the 
great Admiral Harris collection. 

British North America, Part VI of the 
wonderful Dr. Reford collection. 

China, a magnificent 44-album collection. 

British Empire, a 20th century collection 
complete to the £5 values, with all 
rarities. 

Consult us today on your stamp selling problem. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Avenue, N'ew York 36, N. Y. 



If you are considering selling your collection , you probably 

want to know how much you can get for it . You also are 

concerned about the settlement. 

There is no question about either the offer or the settlement. 

Both are immediate if your stamps are submitted to : 

••weill of New Orleans~!' 

We have been for years one of the largest buyers in the 

market because we have been able to satisfy nearly every 

seller; and whether their stamps are worth $100.00 or 

$ l 00,000.00 . . . 

May We See Your Collection? 
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al EimJJllh: 
[JJJ2JUJ1liinrl )JJll Jm Slamp CfJDmoll 

GIMBELS ... the World's Largest Stamp Departments ... 
has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced collector. 
Visit our attractive department where you can purchase a packet of 
2000 different world wide stamps for $3.50 or a packet of 2500 
different Portuguese Colonies for $1 75.00 ; where you can acquire a 
Sc New York on cover for $75.00 or the 1901 Pan -American Issue 
complete in mint blocks of four for $81 .00; where you can buy the 
complete set of Offices in China K 1-K16 in blocks of four at $230.00 
or a very fine mint copy of U. S. # 132 (the 90c 1869 re-issue) . 
(As we have only one of each of some of the items listed they are 

offered subject to prior sale ). 

You will find the largest assortment of : 

• United States Issues • World W ide Sets 

• Packets by Countries • Philatelic Literature 

• The Scott Line • The Elbe Line 

• The White Ace Line • Accessories 

.. . OR . . . 

Should you wish to dispose of your stamps whether it be a $500.00 
or a $50,000.00 collection you will find it well worth your while to 
consult the buyers at Gimbels. Courteous , Conscientious treatment 
awaits your visit . 

WRITE FOR GIMBEL'S STAMP NEWS. IT'S FREE. 

Gimbels 
Worlds Largest Stamp Departments 

33rd Street & Broadway 
New York l , New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5 , Pa. 
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UNRESTRICTED 

Puhli~ Au~tion Sale 

June 23rd, 24th, 25th and 26th, 1952 

a t the HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK 

(BALLROOMS B-C, Air-Conditioned ) 

]lul C1Jikctio.n iJf $.upJvJJ 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
formed by the late Henry B. Close. 

A magnificent array of Singles , Blocks and Plate num­

ber blocks , unused and used . Many rare and unique 

items , including superb blocks of early issues ; Com­

memoratives complete in blocks ; Corner sheet margin 

block of 4 of the 24c airmail , inverted center ; Outstanding 

lot of Revenues in singles and multiples ; Envelopes nearly 

complete in entires and cut squares, also Departments , 

Dues, Telegraphs, etc . 

Profusely Illustrated Catalogue Free on Request. 

EUGENE N. COSTALES 
93-99 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
COMPLETE UNUSED 0. G. SETS 

ADEN-1937-# 1 to 12- -Y2a Green to 1 Or 01 ive .. ... .. ....... $37.50 
ASCENSION- 1922-# 1 to 9- %p Green to 3sh Violet .. .. 2S.OO 

1924-27-# 10 to 21-~'2 p Black to 3sh Black on Blue 20.00 
BAHAMAS-1 920-# 6S to 69-~'2 p Green to 1 sh Dark 

Green .... .. ..... ........... ... .. ... .. .......... .. ...... .... ...... ... ... S.00 
BARBADOS- 1906-# 102 to 108- 1i1-p Gray to 1 sh Rose 7.50 

19S0-#2 16 to 227-1 c Slate to $2.40 Gray .... ........ 4 .00 
BASUTO'LAND- 1933-# 1 to 10-1/~ p Emerald to 1 Osh 

Olive .... ...... ... ..... ... ... .... .. .... ............ ............. ... ... . 12.00 
BECHUANALAN'D-1 932-# 1 OS to 116-V~ p Green to 

1 Osh Black & Brown ... ... .... ...... .... ... ....... ...... .. .... 16.50 
BERMUDA-1910-20-#40 to S4-14 p Brown to £1 Black 

& Violet on Red .. .. ... ... .... .... ...... ... ......... ... ..... ..... . 
1920-# SS to 69-1.li p Brown to 1 sh Black on Green 
1936-40- #lOS to 114-%p Green to lsh6p Brown 

BR. GUIANA-1 938-4S-#230 to241 - lc Green to$3 .00 

30.00 
10.00 

S.00 

Brown .. ... ....... .. ....... ...... ..... ..... ........ ..... ...... .... .... 6 .7S 
BR. HONDURAS- 1938-# 11Sto126-1 c Green & Violet 

to $S.OO Brown & Carmine .. ... .. ........... ...... ........ 8.50 
BURMA-1946-#Sl to 6S-3p Brown to l Or Violet & 

Carmine ...... .... ... .. ........ ....... .. .... .... ..... ... ... ....... .... S.00 
CAYMAN IS.-193S-#8S to 96- 1/4p Brown to l Osh Car-

mine ..... .. ... ... .. ...... ....... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... .... ... ....... 22.00 
CYPRUS-1928-# 114 to 123-%.pi to £1 Brown & Blue 30.00 
DOMINICA- 1903-#2S to 34-~'2 p Green to Ssh Brown 

& Black .... ... ..... ... ..... ..... ... ... ..... ........ .. .... ........... . 2S.OO 
EGYPT-1914-#SO to S9-1m Brown to 200m Plum .. .. .. 6 .00 
GAMBIA-1922-27-# 102 to 120-1/2p Green to 1 Osh 

Yellow Green .. ..... ..... ........ .. ....... ... .... .... ........... ... 2S .OO 
GRENADA-1934-# 114 to 123-~12 p Green to Ssh Violet 

& Black .. ................ ....... ..... ........... ......... ... ........ . 6.00 
Your Want-List 

of Singles or Sets Will be Greatly Appreciated 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
87 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 

Telephone CO 7 .6070 
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INTERNATIONAL PHILATELY 
The following two editorials might better 

be call ed "Two Minds With One Thought." 
Your editor had written hi s when along 
ca me th at of Nlajor Anthony 117alk er, the 
former editor of th e well-known British 
weekly "Stamp Collecting." Since both 
ideas tie in so well toge th er , it has bee n de­
cided to run them as an unit. 

The Future For the Hobby 
To all ay any possible suspicion, I sh all 

star t this with the remark, anticipati ng my 
further com ments, th a t I am su re th ere is a 
bright future for th e hobby of st amp co ll ect­
ing, but I think upon different lines th an 
tho se on which it is se t at present. 

Twenty-five years ago, when I sta rted 
stamp coll ec tin g as a boy, f was no more 
awa re of th e immensity of the fi nancial in­
teres ts involved th an the majority of you ng­
sters drawn to the hobby. I must confess 
th at 1 enj oyed enormously finding that I had 
bought a sta mp th a t would have cost me ten 
shillings from a cert a in famo 11 s <lealer in Lon­
don for a mere shilling frrim anoth er dealer. 
I t was not until I tried to sell it at a oroflt 
that I received my first le·;son in th e ec~nom­
ics of buying and selling st amps . That les­
son (The dealer offer ed me IO/- for a col-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXT, N
lec ti on that "cata logued" over 200/ - by 'Gib­
bons,' yo ur equiv alent is Scott) I took to 
hear t, and r esolved th a t in future I would 
never buy fo r resa le but only for my own col­
ltc tion. 

By st icking rigidly to thi s formula I found 
- to my considerable surprise-that I co uld , 
neverthe less, r ese ll a t a profit. Those Aus­
tr ian Charity stamps and th e 10 Sch. " Dol­
fuss" th at I bought from th e post offices in 
Austri a , other stamps for my collection 
bought in diffe rent pa rts of Europe, all th ese 
I sold in 1938 and mad e a considerable profit. 
During th e War, wherever I happened to 
be, I purchased some st amps to r emind me 
of the place-there were some pl aces I needed 
no r em ind er, but r bought st amps all the 
sa me !-and I found to my surpri se that on 
my return to Britain I co uld (and did) sell 
th em a t a profit, in some cases exceeding one­
hundred tim es wh at I had paid for th em. 
In all these cases I kn ew th a t there w ere still 
enormous stocks of the stamps in th e hands 
of dealers, specu lators and co ll ectors in Asia. 
When these fantastic offers were made me, I 
made a poi nt of telling the buyer that I 
thought hi s offer far too high. The answer 
was invariably the same, or sim ilar: 

"What do you ca re? You a re making a 
profit." 

But I did care , and I do ca re now because 
know that many co ll ectors co uld , by waiting 
O. 3 113 



EDITO RI ALS 
a few yea rs, have bought the same st amps for 
a fraction of th e money th at they pa id me. A 
case in po int is the Burma " peacocks". I got 
a few of th ese w hile in Burma, w hich I sold 
on my return , because I w as littl e in te res ted 
in th em. To my surprise, a tal e was circu­
lated in Britain and in the U . S. A . th at th ese 
were legitim ate post age stamps which h ad 
fu lfi lled postal duty in Burma. I devoted 
some littl e time to a rguing in pri nt, what I 
and any other coll ector who h ad been on th e 
spot kn ew, th a t th ey were so uvenirs which 
co uld have done post al duty no doubt , but 
of which perh aps one half of one per cent 
were ac tu ally so used. The great majority 
were mad e to sell to J apanese coll ectors in 
th e inv ading Armies, and, the high prices at 
which th ey were sold , horrified all who kn ew 
th eir commonness. But th e coll ectors in 1946 
would not be prevented from buying th em. A 
so rt of "furor empto ri s" h ad t aken hold of 
th em. Burma and J apanese Occupations gen­
erally were only one aspect of th e general 
disease. All st amp prices boomed: it seemed 
that th e coll ectors were all speculators. The 
most degrad ingly spec ul a tive issue of all time, 
which to ou r etern al discredit was made by 
British Gove rnments (The " Silver W edding" 
st amps of 1948) were eage rl y bought, th ough 
a few more se riou s collecto rs began to won­
der. Fore ign gove rnm ents battened on col­
lecto rs: agents, specul ators, inves to rs in New 
Yo rk, L ond on and oth er citi es sold the 
"s tamps" of governments th at governed a few 
thousand illiterates, of gove rnments th a t ran 
no post al se rvices, of gove rnments th at gov­
erned-Nothin g. Anythin g that looked like a 
postage stamp would sell : particula rl y if , by 
a cunning press camp aign, it was suggested 
that very few existed and th ey would be a 
"good investm ent. " A most excell ently run 
press campaign in th e U. S. A. boosted sales 
of r ecent U. S. comm emorative st amps in par­
ticul a r to as tronomical heights, th ereby insur­
ing that the "inves tors" wou ld not even get 
th eir money back. A sober coll ector in the 
U. S. A. wrote me that he him self h ad been 
offe red and bought (in 1951) one thousand 
do ll a rs worth of mint U. S. commemorative 
stamps of wha t he is pleased to describe as 
the "Egg" pe riod ( referring to one particu lar­
ly blatant piece of poli tical jobbery on th e 
part of one Congressman) for two hundred 

and fif ty dollars cash. "Therefore," he 
II.J. THE CO
wrote, " I am afraid th at you will have to 
put up with th ese st amps on my lette rs for 
some littl e time to come: I can 't afford not 
to cut my postage bill by three-quarters." 

Briti sh Colonial st amps were no exception. 
Even when the "Overall " Colonial se ts had 
proved a damp squib, the Colon ial Govern­
me;nts contin ued (a t the in st ance of t'he 
Colon ia l Office in L ond on ) to pour out new 
issues th at we re not needed, beca use coll ecto rs 
wo uld inf a llibly buy them. Did Britain her­
se lf iss ue a specia l se t for some occasion th at 
perhaps merited it , th e st amps must be ove r­
p.rinted fo r unimportant dependencies and 
te rritori es overseas whose inh abi tants hard ly 
had any use fo r a post age st amp. 

France, ft a ly, P ortuga l, and many oth ers 
were infected by th e same disease ( In th ese 
cases th ey had been innocu lated long ago, but 
it seemed th at th e dose had not " t aken"). The 
las t few yea rs have seen the g rea test splurge 
of new st amps since th e post age stamp had 
been inve nted , and in almos t every case it is 
th e fault of the coll ector. 

If you, th e collector, did n ot bu y, th ere 
wo uld be no 11ew issu es w hatever. This 
st atement needs qu alification of course. 
Broad ly howeve r , it is compl etely tru e, and 
we a re reachin g th e point where the collector 
has begun to r eali se it , and is not buying 
these new iss ues. 

Wh at is to become of th e recen t de luge? 
The ma rket cannot hope to absorb and keep 
its bouyancy all th e hundreds of millions of 
pounds, dollars, francs , escudos , li re, boli­
vars , rubels and pesetas worth of new issues 
that have poured from th e printing presses 
since 1935. There a re some stamps on which 
any one ca nn ot hope to get half his money 
back if he waits fifty years. Other stamps, 
like th e Ionian Island s st amps with which a 
dealer papered his office in 1865 , may not he 
wo rth soaking off for ano th er eighty yea rs­
if then. 

In all sincer ity I \rnuld advise th e destruc­
tion of bushels of modern stamp . Naturally, 
the . S. A. commemoratives need not be 
destroyed , since th ey can be used for postage, 
nor need Briti sh stamps of th e recent reigns, 
since bv tradition th e stamps of th e las t 
Kin g b~t one a re demonetised and rend ered 
in valid for postage. But that still leaves a 
g reat numbe r of totally unn ecessa ry stamps 
of quest ionabl e postal validity. It will be 
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EDITORIALS 
objec ted th at this cannot be se rious because 
of th e harm it will do to de aler s' stocks and 
those firm s which have enormous sums tied 
up in stamps. I beg leave to doubt that any 
firm s in th e U. S. A ., Britain and France 
( Still th e wo rld 's three g reatest markets) 
could not "w rite off" tens of thou sand s of 
doll a rs, pounds and fr ancs worth of r ecent 
iss ues and not suffer for it . The simultane-
ous announce ment th a t Messrs ____________ of 
New York, Messr s. ______________ of London and 
Mess rs ____________ of P a ri s have destroyed 100,-

000 U. P. U. sets or simila r new issues would 
have an immense effect on th e ma rket, re­
storing th e coll ecto r 's confid ence in his single 
set and th e small dea ler 's in hi s few se ts in 
stock. 

As a furth er meas ure, I recommend th e 
banishm ent from the columns of th e wo rld 's 
philatelic press of all " tipsters," "fi nancial 
advi se rs" and th e like, and th eir replace ment 
by a ca refully organi sed camp aign to educa te 
th e collectors into a beli ef th at YOU CAN'T 
MAKE MONEY TN STAMPS! Only by 
rigo rou s self-control on the part of editors 
and dealers can thi s succeed. But if it does 
not, I w ill proph esy that th e hobby cou ld be 
choked to de ath in a r ela tively small number 
of years. Fur th ermore, every time th at a 
gove rnm ent (No matte r how important or 
big it is) annou nces th e iss ue of a new se t of 
post age stamp s that are not justified by some 
rea lly important national eve nt, all o rga ni sed 
bodies of phil a telists should swiftly and firml y 
protest against it, and pledge th emse lves not 
to buy th e stamps. AND, HAVING MADE 
THE PLEDGE, THEY SHOULD KEEP 
IT. 

A morator ium should be decla red on all 
new iss ues for five years, excep t such as are 
rend ered in evi t abl e by a change in th e head 
of Government, if it is a co untry that pu ts the 
King o r Preside nt 's head on its st amps. I 
should like to see a U. P. U. ruling th at 
co mmemorative and cha rity stamps should be 
ba nn ed for ten years; and so uvenir sheets 
forever. lt might give th e new iss ue collector 
a chance to ca tch up ! But this, I am fu lly 
awa re, is bui ld ing cas tl es in Spain, but I can 
hope, ca n 't I ? 

This is writ ten und er the shadow of th e 
death of a beloved King, but under th e 
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g reater shadow of th e certainty th at within 
th e nex t month s I (o r any other collector of 
Briti sh " new issues" ) shall be forced to pay 
approximately fifty pounds (o r I 50 dollars) 
for new issues w hich bea r th e head of our 
you ng Queen from innumerable British Colo­
nies. Like many oth ers, I shall stop to close 
my album s at th e de ath of King George Sixth. 
Rut that is only a partial solution: th e st amps 
will appear, wh eth er I collect them or not. 
The st amps of the la te King will lose popu­
lari ty and favo r beca use there are many mil­
lions ( no exagge ration) invested in th e st amps 
of Kin g Geo rge VI th: where is th e money 
coming from to buy th ese new Queen st amps 
except from th e sale of th e others? If popu­
la rity and dem and drops, what will happen 
to th e st amps th at many have sold to buy 
new st amps? 

Frankly, I believe th ey a re better burned 
than remain a drug on th e market for fifty 
yea rs and more. They can never become 
valu able because th e leas t of them was sold 
in large r quantities th an th e most common 
of th e classic issues of the las t century. More 
important , th ey were sold not to ord in ary 
citizens writing letters but to collectors who 
have prese rved th em with dilige nce against 
th e rav ages of time and currency. Wh at th en 
of th e future? I have comm itted myself to 
th e view th a t th e hobby wi ll survive th e 
threats of mode rn specul ation: H ow th en? 

If collectors ca n be persuaded that you 
cannot make mon ey by buying new issues, 
stori ng th em for a few ye a rs and th en casting 
th em back onto th e ma rk et. I will let th em 
into a sec ret which has been hidd en from 
many of th em. There is more to the hobby 
th an slavishl y buy in g what yo ur dealer or 
yo ur newspape r adv ises you to do. T he only 
co llecto rs w ho hav e madp mon ey 0 11 stam ps 
consis t ently are th ose w ho have st urliPrl th em, 
and not only th e sta mps th emse lves but th eir 
backgro und , th e reasons for th e st amps, th e 
way th ey we re printed, all th e mu ltifar ious 
detai ls in connec ti on with postal se rvices. If 
you spend a g rea t deal of time on th ese , you 
wil l in ev itably enrich yo ur coll ec ti on w ith the 
fr uits of your stud y. And by those studies, 
yo u will inc rease the dema nd among others 
(Th ere are always at least ten people re ady 
to fo llow another person's lead fo r one who 
is prepa red to lead) and w ill make yo ur own 
O. 3 115 



EDITORIALS 
stamps more valu abl e. Every collector worth 
his salt , and ce rt ainly eve ry reader of thi s 
magazin e will know th a t this is tru e. My 
1·ecipe for making money is to collect w hat 
everyon e advises you not to co llect , give it 
devotion , ca re and time-above a ll , time. 
When yo u come to sell o r circumstances force 
it, you will find th a t w hat h as given you 
enormous pleasure will also yield you a profit. 

l\ll y rec ipe is a simple one. It involves you 
at firs t in running th e ga untl et of th e " wise 
guys," th e " inves tors" wh ose mint sheets of 
commemo ra tives allow th em to r etire in Cali­
fornia ( where we are told all Americans go 
to die); th e dea lers who make you buy new 
iss ues, their on ly stock; th e newspape r editors 
who a re th e tools of th eir adve rti sers, th e 
dea le rs who have the mode rns to se ll. Look 
a t all th e newspaper st amp columns-nothing 
but th e new st amps, nothing about phila tely 's 
r eal worth o r better stamps! But by plough­
in g a lonely furrow yo u wi ll be hea rtened to 
fi nd th at you a re not alone; th a t there are 
o th e rs like yo urself w ho are wand er in g in th e 
w ild e rn ess, and w hose companionship and 
help makes your t ask lighter. There is no 
bond in th e world close r th an being in a 
min o rity togeth er, excep t it be th at of not 
being in finan cial competiti on. 

Stamp coll ecting is a very pl easa nt hobby : 
it suffers from the abuse and th e jeers of th e 
majority because of its uniqu e qu ality, th at 
of a pursuit of kn owledge and of fri end ship 
w ithout fina ncial gain. Of recent yea rs col­
lectors have a ttempted to defend th emselves 
agai nst the W orld by pretending th a t th e re 
is money in stamps. This pretence has bee n 
exposed for the sham and fraud it is (Ask 
members of the New York o r London Stock 
Exchanges their opinions of stamps fo r in ­
vestment and pick yo urself up with a broken 
bone or two!). Therefore it is more profit­
able th at w e shou ld abandon it entirely, 
acknowl edge th a t our hobby is too eso te r ic 
fo r th e compreh ension of th e layman and 
enjoy it in our own small way with out ca ring 
wh a t the outsiders say o r think. They will 
be less sco rnful if w e do that than if , as so 
often now, w e claim th at st amp co ll ec ting 
makes mon ey and th en prove th a t it does not. 

The way to do that is to refuse to coll ec t 
anythin g th a t you do not wan t to coll ec t, and , 
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above all , to collect without thinking all the 
tim e " \ Viii it be a good inves tm ent ?" It 
won't. And you know it so you will be a lot 
happi er if you ad mit it to yourse lf right here 
and now. 

Antliony /Falker 

Filatelic Finance 

It is tim e th a t some of th e confu sion re­
gard ing th e fi nancial aspec t of stamp coll ec t­
ing is clea red up in print. .1\ othing good 
co mes from confu sion. So our hobby is h andi­
capped by all th at has been sa id and written 
about th e importance of th e profit mo tive to 
st amp co ll ec ting. Th e idea per se is cont ro­
ve rsi a l. Some be li eve that as long as people 
are inte res ted in profit from st amps, they 
should be guid ed prope rl y. Othe rs strongly 
oppose so much publicity for th e fina ncial 
aspec t of phil a tely, be li ev ing that a qui et , res t­
fu l hobby ca nn ot beco me a subs titute fo r a 
stock market o r race tr ack opera tion. W e 
not onl y sid e with th e opposition bu t feel 
ca ll ed upon to c riticise th e lack of both phi la­
telic and eco nomic knowledge among th e 
spokesme n and write rs of profits in stamps. 

Stamp co ll ecting all ows for both a kn owl­
edge of valu es and prices . The stude nt wi ll 
know va lu es but littl e abou t prices. It mat­
te rs not to him whether a certa in stamp 
r!'a lized $JO o r $35 \\'hen last sold a t auction . 
In contrast , th e re a re many, both amateur 
and comme rcia l, " ·ho a re au th o rities on 
stamp pri ::es. They can quote at th e drop of 
a hat th e exact ma rket price on th e lates t 
co mm emo rat ive se t o r a classic st amp. Show 
them a magaz in e such as thi s and they dis­
mi ss it w ith laconic comment : "Nat inter­
es ted. " Co nsequ entl y one whose inte res t is 
co nfi ned so lely to pr ices finds philate lic knowl­
edge no req ui site. H e know s prices but not 
valu es. 

As for a kno\\'ledge of eco nomics among 
the price group, let us examine some instances 
of th eir confu sed thinkin g. Our th oughts 
are directed to the writers upon th e financia l 
trends of st amp pr ices. They fo recas t, tell­
inJ? peop le n·hich st amps ro buy or not. They 
use th e wo rd " investment" but a re \\·rang 
because this is specul a tion: no, alm ost gam­
bling. 
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It is an axwm th at a stamp collection 
represents an investment. It is a part of 
your worldly goods, like securities, real es­
tate, annuities or other properti es . B ut it 
11111sl be a collection , not an accumu la tion 
dumped into a box, stockbook or mint sheet 
fil e. A stamp collection is asse mbl ed ove r 
many yea rs through th e love and fascination 
of philately. The mon ey pu t into it is by 
eve ry ya rd stick an investment. And w e join 
with th ose who a re striv ing continu ally to 
pro tect t hi s investment by encou r aging new 
coll ectors, by support of philatelic societies, 
by guardi ng again st co unte rfeiting and un ­
sc rupul ous deale rs. A Sperati can be as 
ha rmful to a st amp collector as a bucket 
shop operator to an inexpe rienced widow. 

But no real stamp collection eve r was as­
se mbl ed with th e id ea of buying only st amps 
con fi ned to profit possibilities. Such a col­
lection placed on exhibition would be a ~ i ght 

to beho ld. 

If some w ant to specul a te with st amps, let 
them do it and regard th em with compassion. 
Our obj ection primari ly is th at this is called 
" inves tm ent. " Th e press should not encour­
age this confu sion . The troubl e is th a t th e 
press senses th e g rowth of a popular trend 
and it tri es to cash in on it. Al so such a rti ­
cles on th e subject do not require too much 
phil a telic knowl edge and expe rience comp a red 
to research. 

Even th e w o rd "specu la tion" as used in 
sta mp co ll ecting is confused. Tt is applied to 
bogus st amps and labe ls. Items that cannot 
pass as coll ec tible s ta mps are I umped under 
that loose ly-defi ned group of "specu la tive 
stamps." Wh a t m akes a mode rn So uvenir 
Sheet any more specu lat ive th an a long com­
memorative set of thirty yea rs ago? I s it 
because more are spec ul ating with th e sheet 
than with th e se t ? Or does it signify th a t the 
newer sheet is a less seasoned item th an th e 
older stamps? But what is "specul ative" 
abou t an iss ue never placed on public sale 
but rather so ld immediately after delivery 
fro m the printer on th e philatelic markrt ~ 
Our point is th a t qu estionab le items, un­
lis ted in the w orld 's lead in g cat alogs, a re 
bo.qu s itn11s and not speculative . This la t­
te r term is used beca use it impli es less con­
demnation wh en offered for .sa le. 
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It is about time that those inte rested in 
stamp prices demonstrated that they u11der­
sta11rl th e difference between inves tm en t and 
speculation. And that a questionabl e phil a­
telic item be brand ed more specifically th an 
by the word "speculative. " 

Do We Fear the Truth? 

It is this hullaballoo over spec ul a ting m 
new st amps ,,·hich allows our Post Office to 
offse t partly th eir huge annu al deficit . People 
buy our new stamps for future profits by the 
hundreds of million s. This is because of an 
im pression left over from thirty years or so 
ago. Since a co ll ector now has to pay one 
doll a r for a 2c stamp thirty years old that he 
vividly recall s purchasin g at face value at 
th e post office, he reasons falsely th a t his­
tory mu st repeat itse lf and th at th e present­
day 3c st amp mu st also increase ten-fold 
within th e nex t two decades. H e is blind 
to th e fact th at millions a re doing the sa me 
thin g and th a t recent st amps are co ntinu ally 
being sold at a discount, but believes th at th e 
worst th at ca n happen is th a t he " ·ill alw ays 
ge t his money back. One " ·o uld think th at 
people would stop to appr aise wh at is ac tu ­
ally tr anspiring. But "Hope sprin gs ete r­
na l. " and th ey go on dreaming th a t pe rh aps 
the nex t stamp will be THE ONE. 

'\ o philatelic leade rship has come out to 
asser t itself on thi s m at ter. It is not our de­
sire to disc red it a popular movement , hut 
r a the r to protect the hobby of stamp co ll ec t­
ing . The only gai ne r from th e sa le of new 
commemora tiv e st amps is th e P ost Office, 
which incid enta ll y is presently giving us about 
th e poores t se rvice in its hi story. Many 
newspapers a re reportin g this. P eop le all 
over th e co untry spe ak with ridicu le of m a il 
deliveries, particularly anything des ignated 
"Special D elive ry." Incid enta lly, this has 
just happe ned in our particular case. L ate 
at nigh t a let te r was de livered to our home 
by specia l de livery. The carr ier had mistaken 
one of our recent blue 3c com memoratives 
fo r a spec ia l de li very sta mp. The Un iversa l 
P osta l U nion. th rough its co lor regu lations, 
has tri ed to avoid this so as to bring order 
ou t of chaos. but to please th e specu lators 
our P os t Office confuses everyone, both its 
o\\·n personnel and th e general pub lic, by 
O . .) 117 



EDITORIALS 
usi ng r ed, g reen, purpl e, blue or black for 
th e ordina ry letter r ate. There is no pur­
pose in ca ta loguing th e sad state of our pres­
ent-d ay postal se rvice . It is a mocke ry for 
the richest and most highly industri alized 
na tion in th e world to tolerate thi s. 
It is rea lized th at many other countries turn 
out too many pointless commemor ative issues 
in la rge annu al outputs, but if our co untry 
wants to justify its position of leadersh ip it 
should se t an exampl e in thi s regard. W e 
believe th at a ll th ese comm emor atives was th e 
influ ence upon th e U nited 
some of th ese specul ative 
their own stamps. 

T ations to sha re 
fu nd s by iss uing 

This post office inefficiency reflects itself in 
ou r comm emorative st amps. Their selection 
-whether five , ten o r fifty a yea r- is w ith ­
out any prope r understanding of our rich 
American hi story and heritage. Forget th e 
1948 chicken , poppy o r gymnasium st amps. A 
politicall y-minded Co ngress was bl amed for 
th at. Si nce th en, howeve r , we were assured 
of a much more se nsibl e an nu al output, with 
th e fina l selection res ting on the H ead of 
our P os t Office D epartment. Look a t what 
they have chosen in th e past year or so:-

The American Automobile C lub 
Casey J ones 
The .+-H C lubs 
Baltim ore & Ohio R ailroad 
C hemists 
Bankers 
C ivil Eng in ee rs 
Newsboys 

low we can place the bl ame where it 
belongs. It is maint ain ed that political mo­
tives a re behind such selec tions, beca use a 
ce rtain locality o r group being honored with 
a stamp , wi ll favo r the ad mini str a tion with 
its votes. H ow wo ul d th is reasoning apply 
to th e Automobile Association stamp? It is 
ridicu lous to suppose th at th e AAA members 
wi ll vote a cer t ain w ay because of a st amp. 

Most people never notice our commemora­
tives, unless , perhaps , to ridicu le and criticize 
them. The public disl ikes them beca use they 
a re inconvenient for various reason s. It sel­
dom looks at the design. We believe th at at 
least three-quarters of th e popu lation of thi s 
country can not name even one of the com­
memorative stamps issued so fa r this yea r. 
IJ8 THE CO
A collector trying to decide whether to buy l 00 
~ha r es of B. & 0 . stock or l 00 shee ts of the 
stamp . 

It was only because of fro nt page publicity 
th at many kn ew of th e Betsy Ross and Bal­
timore & Ohio stamps. A great many of ou r 
children never see th ese st amps, no r do their 
teachers, so th e reason for our new sta mps is 
neither political, public conveni ence nor edu­
cation al. 

lt is said, th erefo re, th at th ey are issued 
for philatelic purposes. W e doubt thi s be­
ca use we fa il to see any g re a t phi latelic 
knowledge in a plate number block of four of 
a recent iss ue; nor is our stamp knowledge 
heightened by the ownership of a full shee t 
of fifty. 

The sol e pu rposr behind th ese co111111emora­
tive stamps is th e appeal to th e gamblin g in­
stinct of those w h o buy th em in qu antities 
for a hoped-for but seldom rNilized f u t u r e 
profit. I t is amazi ng that the stamp dealers 
do not fight this sort of co mpetition more 
effecti vely. Whil e post office sales soar into 
the million s, th e stamp dealers ' busi ness has 
not bee n prospering. The odd thing is that 
their advert ising media seem to place all the 
publicity on th e new commemoratives and 
very little on th e sramµs t hey have in stock 
to se ll. In thi s way the competi ti on is being 
encou raged. 

(Co ntinued on Page 165. ) 
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HONDURAS 

The Maya Commemorative Issue of 1947 

By IRVI NG I. GREE N 
Edit or's No te: Stamp collecto rs' t as te, as 
most eve rything else, experiences pe riods of 
change. A new specialty is th e collecting of 
stamps solely by th e design. Call it "T opi ­
cal," "Thematic," "Motive" o r "S ubj ect 
M atte r" collectin g, th e lack of an unive r­
sally accepted name has had no effect upon 
its popul a r grow th . 

Phil ateli sts, in th e se nse of stu dents o r 
se rious co ll ecto rs, all ege th at such coll ectin g 
can be nothing mo re th an a popul a r pas time 
beca use it 1s incapabl e of resea rch and 
THE COLLECTORS C LUB P HI LAT EL IST , VOL. XXX I, 
study. 

The study of a stamp 's design-I co 11o g1·a­
phy, as Mr. W inthrop S. Boggs calls it­
can lend itself to resea rch in a philatelic 
sense just as a stamp's prin ting and prepar a­
tion. A st amp 's des ign is usually not a hap­
haza rd se lection. From the fir st rough 
sketch submitted to the fi na l approved form, 
it offe rs as comp lete a fie ld fo r study as th e 
engrav111 g. 

The fo ll ow ing a rticl e instances phila telic 
resea rch app li ed to Iconog raphy. 
Fig. l Or ig ina l Em bl e m o f the Confe rence design in Havana, Cu ba . 
NO. 1 II 9 
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The Stamps 

The First Internation al Archeological Con­
gress of the Caribbean convened during 
August, J 9..J.6, at T egucigalp a, Capital of th e 
R epub lic of Honduras. The object of this 
asse mbl age of wo rld -renowned scientist s was 
the discussion of th e ancient l\ll aya civiliz a­
tion as determined th rough extensive archeo­
logica l resea rch, and th e forma tion of plans 
envi sagin g future in ves tiga ti ons into thi s 
sa me fie ld . 

The Maya civilization of sou th ern l\/I ex ico 
and north ern Centr al America was th e most 
brilli ant of th e New World in pre-Columbus 
t imes, w hich Aouri shed during th e fourth to 
the sixteenth centu r ies of the C hristi an era. 
Because of th e r athe r co mpl ete des truction 
of its lite ra ture, th e history of thi s remark a­
ble civ iliza tion mu st of necessity be deduced 
from th e representa tion s in th eir relics. 

The Cong ress was of sufficient importance 
to warrant th e authoriza tion by the gove rn ­
ment of Honduras of an a ir mail commem­
ora tive issue by D ecree of August 3, 1947. 
The se t was first placed on sale on October 
20, 19,p, consisting of the following: 

Sco tt Cat. No . Valu e 

C164 16 centavos 
C 165 40 centavos 
C166 40 centavos 
C167 I lempir a 
C168 2 lempi ras 
C169 5 lempir as 

A confer ence badge (Fig. 1) designed in 
Havana, Cuba, was adopted , with slight 
modification s, by a Honduranean a rti st for 
the first sketch of th e proposed issue (F ig. 2). 
The Hamilton Bank Note Company of New 
York,* printer s of th e stamp, made addi tion a l 
changes 111 th e des ign subseq uentl y used 
(F ig. 3). 

Th e issue is r ecess-engraved on a coa rse, 
so ft, wove paper of medium we ight wi th a 
normal perforation of 1 I by 12 Y,. A melange 
of varieties, however, has resulted from th e 
inclusion of a ve rtical perforation r r, so 
that it is not uncommon to fi nd a stamp 
perforated 12Y, ve rtica lly on one sid e and 1 I 
vertically on the oth er. No variation in th e 
horizontal perforation r 1 and no m1ss111g 
perforation vari eties have thus far been re­
pcrted. 
120 THE CO
Fi g . 3. Design of the issued stamp. 

The st amp format is co mposed of a double­
lin ed border encl osi ng a pictorial design. The 
border deta il s the events commemorated , 
with th e 16c, 22c, 2L , and 5L valu es dis­
pl ay ing an octago nal margin " ·ithout orna­
mentation , and th e remaining values, ..J.OC and 
1 L , showing a rect angul ar and so mewhat o r­
nate edge. The portrayal within th e border. 
id entica l on all values, revea ls a map of H on­
duras surround ed hy drawings of various 

Col or 
Green 
Yellow 
Orange 
Blue 
Violet 
Brown 

Quantity I ssued 
500,000 
500,000 
400,000 
300,000 
200,000 

25 ,000 

l\l aya relics. The balance of thi s art icle 
will be a discussion of th e objects pictured 
with in the borde r of th e st amp. 

Offici al rate of exchange-I lempira ( 100 
centavos) equa ls 50 cen ts (U. S. A.) 

( *) Tfiis is the same H nmilton Bank Note Engrnv­
in~ and Printin g- Company of New York, N. Y .1 of 
which 1\1 r . N. F. Seebeck was Secretary ""hen the 
famous ( or infamous ) contracts w e re <lrawn up and 
sig-ne <l in the 1890 1s to supp ly annual postage issues 
to Ecuador, H onduras, Nicaragua, nnd El Sa l va dor. 
The issues \\ ere supp lied free of charg-e by Seebeck, 
in exchang-e for the pri,· ile~e of reprinting. after the 
year of issue. wh atever quantity he desired for col­
lector's needs and also for th e return to him of all 
remainders after the year of issue . A few years ago, 
the Security Banknote Company of Phil a<l elphi n, P a. 
secured control of th e Hamilton Company, thus ending 
the 1 0 11~-estnhli s h<'ll Hami lton Hnnk Note Company 1

5 

ex istence . 
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THE 19+7 MAYA CO M MEMORATIVES OF Ho DUR AS 
~~~~~~~~~~ 
D D 
CARIBE' 

HONDURAS 
Fig. 2 Arti st 's sketch with mod ;ficati ons from the Conference Emblem . 
T!i r Hist orical B ackgro und of th e D rs ign 

The map of H ondur as, occ upying th e cen­
tra l portion of th e des ign, cl ea rly presents the 
Honduran ve rsion of th e bound a ri e> of the 
contiguou s R epublics of Gu atemala, Nica­
rag ua. and E l Salvador. To understand the 
difficulti es in dete rminin g definit e boundari es 
in C entr a l Ame rica, it 1s necessa ry to look 
back to th e yea r 1 821. In th at hi sto ric yea r, 
a ft e r three ce nturi es of subju ga tion, th e 
Audiencia o r Kingd om of Gu atemala, com­
prisin g th e provin ces of Gu a temala, Hon­
dur as, and C ost a Rica, threw off th e yoke of 
Spani sh domin ation. E ach province ass umed 
th e rank of a sove reign st ate, inh eriting such 
ter ritorial rights and bound a ries as exi sted 
at th e te rmin a tion of Sp anish rul e. Actually 
definite surveyed bound a ries h ad been m arked 
out bet\\' een th e st ates. The lines being more 
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or less established by custom, usu ally con­
sisted of rive rs and mountain ranges. This 
uncertainty as to bound a ries was to become a 
major problem between the new Republics, 
the cause of bitter di sputes and even wars 
in yea rs to come. 

A Special Bound ary Tribunal was consti­
ruted by th e Trea ty of Arbitr ation of July 16, 
1930, between Gua temala and Honduras. 
Pres id ed ove r by C hief Justice Ch arl es 
Evans Hughes of th e U nited Sta tes, it ren­
de red th e opinion and a\\' a rd in th e boundary 
disp ute betwee n th ese t\\'o republics which, 
princip a lly, involved th e cl aim of Gu atemala 
to a portion of th e rich N orth Coast of Hon­
dur as, bo rd e ring th e M a r Ca ribe ( Caribbean 
Sea) and al so to th e ancient hi storic city of 
Copan . Th e Tribunal awa rded a small sec­
tion of the North Coas t to Guatemala, but 
O. 3 121 



THE 1947 MAYA COMMEMORAT IV ES OF HO NDURAS 
sove r eign titl e to Copan and its renowned 
Maya ruin s r emained with H onduras. A 
boundary dispute betwee n 1 ica r agu a a nd 
H ondur as, involvi ng a portion of th e l\IIos­
quito T e rritory, still remains un se ttled and 
w ill prob ably not be settled until some neu ­
tral Tribunal with th e conse nt of both R e­
publics rend ers an opinion and aw ard . 

Copan is located at th e ex treme western 
part of Honduras. It is titl ed "Ciud ad Es­
piritu al D e Am e rica" which in Spa ni sh means 
"The Cult u r a l Cente r of th e Old Maya 
E mpi re." The g reat ancient ruin s of Copan 
were unknown at th e time of Co rtez . Though 
th e Spani a rd s captured a na tive town nam ed 
C opan, th ey kn ew nothing of th e ruin s of the 
ancient nameless city which lay nearby, en­
tirely cove red by a den se for es t. It was not 
until some forty ye ars later, in 1576, th at 
the ruin s were discove red by Diego de Pal a­
cio, an officer of th e Audiencia of G ua te­
mala, who on th e eighth of M a rch of th at 
yea r wro te to King Philip IT of Spain de­
sc ribing hi s findin gs in some deta il. Quoting 
P alac io, " I end eavo red with all possible care 
to asce rta in from th e Indi ans, through th e 
tr ad itions derived from the ancients, what 
people li ved he re, or w hat th ey knew or 
hea rd from th eir ancestors conce rning them­
but th ey had no books relating to th eir an­
tiquities. They sa id th at in ancient times 
th ere came from Yucatan a great Lord who 
built th ese edi fi ces but th a t a t th e end of some 
yea rs he returned to his native co untry, 
leaving th em entirely dese rted." 

For 250 yea rs following its discovery, little 
thought w as given to Copan and to th e per­
ished civiliza ti on it rep resented. In 1839, 
however, John Lloyd Stephens, Rushed with 
th e success of his book , " Incid ents of Travel 
in Egypt, Arabia , Petraea, and th e Holy 
Land ," and eager to ope n up new fields of 
resea rch. H e hit upon Yuc at an and Cen­
tral Americ a as a local e for inves tigation. 
Little had been recorded of th e ancient 
cities of Middl e America and th ei r civ iliz a­
tions. Neve rth eless, Stephens, in prepara­
tion fo r his junket, av idly stu died th e few 
sketchy, ex isting a rticles on th e subj ect ; th e 
w ritings of W a ld eck ( 1834) , describing th e 
ruins of P alen que(*); "The Ruins of Copan 
in Centr al America" by Colonel Juan Galin­
do in Pro ceedings of th e Am erican Antiquari­
an Soc iety, ( 1835); THE R ECUEIL DES AN-
122 THE C
TIQ UITES MEX ICAINES (t) wi th th e art icle by 
Lorenzo de Z avala, which yielded dat a on 
th e ruin ed city of U xmal and also included 
three fine memorials on P alenque by Du P aix 
and th e enlightened resea rch by Humboldt in ­
to Mexican antiquity. All thi s study con­
vinced Stephens th at an important cu lture 
had fl our ished in th at a rea in days of yore. 
P a lenqu e, Ux m al, Copan-th ese three m agic 
names became in de libly eng r aved on his mind 
so th at he could ha rdly rest rain hi s desire to 
be off on th e exp loration. 

A t th at time , Frederick Catherwood , th e 
illu strator of th e Stephens sensa tion al bes t­
se ll e r , was in New York C ity work ing at his 
profession as an a rchitec t and also promot­
in g "The Splendid P anorama of Jerusa lem" 
of w hich he was the proprieto r. H e dis­
pl ayed great enthu siasm for anything perta in ­
ing to architecture and w as an a rdent lover 
of the picturesque a rt of archeo logical re­
seuch. Stephens made Cath erwood a favor­
ab le offe r to accomp any him to Centr al 
Ame rica, w hich was a t once accepted . 

On O ctobe r 3, 1839, Stephens and Cather­
wood sai led from New York for Central 
Am e rica . The resu lts of th eir two visi ts he­
tween 1839 and 18.p h ave been embodied in 
two books by Steph ens, " Incidents of 
Travel In Yucatan " ( 1843) . B oth books 
were illustrated by Catherwood's supe rb 
d raw ings. Today , more th an a cen tury late r , 
th ey a re still co nsid e red th e most delightful 
na rra tives eve r written of th e Maya a rea. 

(*} The ruin s at the P alenque were never mentioned 
befo re 17_-\o. ews of the ir di scovery a t that t ime 
excited considerab le inte rest in Spain as is proved by 
the two ex ploration s made by orde r of t he Govern ­
me:1t of that Kingd om-in 1 78 ~ und er Bern asconi 
and in 1785 und er Capitan D el Rio . D el Rio wrote 
an acco unt of hi s finding s titled " The D escr iption of 
th e Ruin s of an An cient City," an d Step he ns read this 
whil e in London. 

Cl) rt was not unt il 18 years after D el R io's ex­
ploration of Pal enque, that Charl es l V of Spa in 
caused a ca reful recon na isa nce to be mad e, the res ults 
of w hi ch long rema in ed unknown. Forgotten in the 
a rchi ves of M ex ico durin g th e period of the Revolu­
tion, the three important memori al s of Capitan Du 
Paix of the -~ 1 ex i ca n Army, :i nd the drawings of hi s 
tornpa ni on Castenada, became fina ll y, by exch ange, the 
pro pe rt y of a Frenchm an, l\fr. Baradere, who pub li shed 
the m in 183 -1- as pa rt of a huge volume call ed, 
R en1eil d es Au ti ?ur t es A1 cxicau cs . In the sa me book, 
the famous Lorenzo de Zava la, t hen l\1inister to 
Fra nce, contr ibuted an article descr ibing fo r the fir st 
time th e ruin s of the nnc ient c ity of Ux m al , Yu cata n 
- whi ch he had v isited and ex pl ored as a youth , 
h a\' ing li \'ed nearby. 
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Fig. 4 The fallen idol a t Copan (S te la C ), since resto red to upright posi tion , from a I itho­
graph by Catherwood. Note the headl ess Altar of the Turtl e, at the right. 
Cert a inly it can be said th a t Stephens awak­
ened public interest on both sid es of th e At­
lantic in th e ancient civiliza ti on of Centr al 
America. 

Since Stephens, many scientific in stitution s 
as well as in d ivi du al stud ents, h ave engaged 
in piecing toge th e r th e vario us parts of the 
Maya puzzle. The most impo rta nt contribu­
tions have been made by; I ) th e Engli sh 
archeo logis t , Sir Alfred Maudslay , the res ults 
of w hose 15 years exp lo ration of th e Maya 
area ( 1881-9+) constitute the first sc ienti fic 
desc ri ption and study of Maya civiliz a ti on ; 
2) The P eabody Museum of H a rva rd U ni­
versity, which betwee n 1888-19 15 se nt m any 
expeditio ns to the Maya area, contributing 
important findings to the kn ow ledge of th e 
ancient l\1 aya ; 3) The Ca rn egie In stitution 
of W ashin gton, with the cooperation of the 
government of Honduras, w hich has been 
co nductin g exte nsive stud ies of the Maya 
fie ld for the past 30 years , and as a res ult 
has accumu lated a vast amount of material 
and kn ow ledge in th e various fields of sci­
ence per ta inin g to th e l\1 aya. 

The exhaustive resea rch of th e antiqu iti es 
a t Copan concl usive ly proves that the inh fl. bi­
tants of this sec ti on of th e contin ent were a 
people ad mir ab ly sk ill ed in the ar ts of mason-
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ry and architectur al decoration . There is 
a lso ev idence to show th a t Copan was proba­
bly the g reates t cente r of lea rning in th e old 
Maya empire, especially in th e fie ld of a>­
tronomy, as th e formu las of th ei r as trono­
me r-priests for the dete rmination of th e tru e 
length ·of th e solar year and th e ecl ipse 
periods were more acc ura te th an those of 
any other ancient city. 

To th e lef t of th e map on th e st amp de­
sign is pictured a rath e r co rrec t replica of 
Stela C ( pronounced Steel-a) as it s t and s 
today a t Copan. This monument, facing 
eas t and west , measures 1 1 ft. 1 o inches in 
height w ith an average breadth of 3 ft. 6 
inches, and was hewn from a single block of 
light-colored volcanic rock ( trachyte) . It 
was fo und orig in ally by Stephens in 1839 
broken in two (F ig. + ) perhaps as the result 
of a n ea rth tremo r centuries prev ious. The 
bottom section st ill e rec t , and representing 
abou t one- third of th e total height , h ad at 
so me tim e in th e past , suffered fro m fire as 
much of its surface had been flaked off. The 
broken-off portion was lying on its side j us t 
as it fell , a lmost buried under a thick l aye r 
of earth w ith its intricate carv ing well pre­
se rv ed and still covered with th e protective 
red JVIaya paint. 
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Stela C is believed to have been erected 
about 783 A. D ., alth ough th e exact da te is 
qu estion ed, as onl y a secondary se ries of da te­
glyphs has been found upon it. It is consid­
e red th e most elaborately ca rved of th e whole 
se ri es of Stelae at Copan. Catherwood , while 
sketching it , r emarked, "This is one of th e 
most bea utiful M aya ca rvings in th e ro und 
and in wo rkm anship is equ al to th e bes t re­
mains of Egypti an a rt. " 

l\/Iaudslay in 1885, temporarily r a ised, w ith 
difficulty, th e fa llen section to mou ld its 
glyphs bein g th e fir st to behold and photo­
g raph th e face on th e und erside. H e noted 
that th e heavy bea rd which cove rer! th e lower 
pa rt of thi s face w as uniqu e amon g t he ~c ulp ­

tu red fi gures in Central Am erica. A lso he 
obse rved th a t Stela C was th e ti rst monu­
ment fo und in Honduras with a double hum an 
fi gure, one on each sid e. T o Maud siay, vve 
a re also ind ebted for th e name Stela C , d S he 
class ified a ll the ru ins and sculptures at 
Copan by letters and numbe rs. Hi s nomen­
clature remains to th e present day. 

ln 1 89+, an ex pedition from th e P eabody 
Muse um located a c rypt und er Stela C which 
contain ed three ea rth enw a re j a rs of g reat 
sc ientifi c valu e. In 1935, so me Ca rnegie In­
stitution scienti sts rebuilt thi s crypt and re­
pl aced th e fallen portion of Stela C to its 
o rigi nal up right position upon its pedest al, 
which had r emained ne a rly intac t down 
th rough the centuri es. 

Directly und er Stela C on th e st amp de­
sign is th e "Alta r of th e Turtle" a t Copan. 
This " ·as a lso discovered by Stephens and is 
loca ted among th e ruin s a fe w fee t w es t of 
Ste la C. M aud slay's desc ri pti on of th e alta r ; 
as he fo und it in 1885, is worthy of note : 
"Th e back of th e anim al is with out o rn ament 
and th e claws, which a re not in th e shape of 
a turtl e's , are det ached f rom it, but th e 
monument has been too much disturbed for 
th e design to be made out w ith ce rtainty. It 
is just poss ibl e, that th e all igato r- like head 
whi r h is fig ured by Steph ens as lyin g a t th e 
foo t of Stela B nea rby, may have belonged to 
thi s nond esc ript anim al. " T oday, th anks to 
a rcheological r econstructing genius, th e A lta r 
of th e Turtle is co mplete with o rigin a l claws 
and head, w hich w as th e one sugges ted by 
M aud slay. The legs and head a re ca rved 
from separate blocks of stone, on top of which 
li es one large ston e slab, representing th e 
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shell. The cold sculptured faces of th e Stelae 
overl ooking th eir alta rs probably witnessed 
scenes so te rrible th a t even the lapse of cen­
turi es cannot di spel th e horro r th at th ey in­
spired, and th eir g rim fea tures must mock at 
th e effo rts of man to unr avel th e riddle of th e 
pe rished civilization th ey represent. 

In th e lowe r right hand corner of th e 
stamp design is pictured an ancient building 
with th e in sc ripti on " J U EGO DE PELO T A 
T EM PLO." This is th e eas tern h alf of the 
M aya Ball Co u rt and T emple at Copan, one 
of th e mos t inte res ting structures in th e 
world . It is th e only M aya court da ted by 
glyphs, co rrespondin g probably to 77 5 A . D. , 
this date being clea rly vi sible in th e strip of 
bas- r elief hi eroglyphs which run th ro ugh th e 
cente r of th e eas te rn inclined pl atform. T he 
Copan ball co urt as it st ands today (F ig. 5) 
is compl etely reconstructed w ith its orig in al 
stones, a remark able accomplishm ent done 
und er the supervision of Dr. G ustav St roms­
vi k of th e Ca rn egie Institution . O f g reat 
in te res t was th e discovery during th e re­
build ing, of two ea rli er cou rts unde r th e 
fl agged paving of th e la tes t court. The low­
es t is three and one-half fee t below th e pres­
ent level of th e pl aza whil e th e middl e co ur t 
is on e and one-h alf fee t below th e level of 
th e lates t, o r top co urt . 

A s th e Spani sh ex plo re rs returned f rom th e 
Ne w W orld , th ey bore strange t ales of th e 
wond ers they had w itnessed. They told of 
a ba ll made of an unkn own substance w hich 
possessed g rea t res ili ency, almost as if it we re 
a live, and with w hich th e natives pl ayed a 
ga me, akin to th eir tenn is or pallone. L as 
C asas reco rd s th at Co lumbus himself brought 
bac k such a ball , probably afte r his second 
voyage. Th e r eport of th ese bounding balls 
constitutes th e fir st notice of rubber in E ur­
ope. The materi al, r ubber, w as obta in ed by 
slashing th e stem, roo ts, and leaves of ce r­
t a in plants and trees located in some d is­
tricts and th e reby allowing th e sap to ooze 
fo rth. By coll ecting this sap and evapo r at­
in g its wate r co ntent , th e res ultant bl ack 
matte r, afte r cooling and coagul ating, was the 
nat ive rubbe r. It was used in various ways 
by th e na ti ves; fo r shodd ing sandals, water­
proofin g ga rments; med icin ally as a cu re-a ll ; 
burned as an ince nse beca use th e bl ack 
smoke which it exuded resembled r ain­
cloud s and was thus beli eved to appease th e 
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Fig. 5 The Ba ll Court a t Copan { C o 11rt e"J of th e Carn eg ie l u stitul e) . 
God of Rain ; and as a prese rv a ti ve, especia lly 
fo r ido ls, which were heavil y coated by fre­
qu erlt applica tions of th e sap. The bounding 
ball s used by th e natives on th eir ba ll courts 
we re made by hand -fashi onin g native rubbe r 
into heavy, c ru de , ro und fo rms about 12 

inches in d iamete r. A tr ibute of 16 ,000 such 
ba ll s alone was exacted annu ally fro m th e 
rubbe r-p rod ucing nat ives in th e hot lowlands 
of the sou the rn Vera P az provi nce of Mex ico 
by th e co urt of l\!I ontez um a. 

T hough rich in a rcheo logica l tes timony of 
ba ll courts, th e Maya a rea odd ly lacks a 
sin gle ex tensive desc ri ption of their ind ige­
nous ball ga me, kn own as P ok- ta-P ok. Evi­
dence must th e refo re be glea ned fro m th e 
many M aya scu lptura l representa ti ons and 
fro m eye- \\·itness acco unts of th e late r Az tec 
ga me ( tlac litli) \Vhose co urt layo ut so re­
se mbl ed th a t of th e Maya as to sugges t a 
simil a rity in play . 

The pop ul a rity o f the Maya ba ll game is 
appa rent fro m the many cou r ts fo un d in th a t 
a rea . Eve ry sizeabl e comm unity incl uded at 
leas t one stone highly-o rn amented ball co urt 
amo ng its important buildings . T empl es al­
ways adjo in ed th e court , w hich indicates th at 
religion fig u red promin ently in th e games . 
T hese religious r itu als did not , however , ap­
pear to de t rac t from th e intense inte res t 
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shown by contes tant and spect a to r alike, who 
thrilled to th e pl ay quite as much as any 
mode rn sports enthu sias t. 

Rule rs and nobles matched their skill , 
w age ring high st akes and even kingdoms on 
th e outco me. The comm on man, too, w as 
allotted pl aying time on ce rta in commun al 
courts, but women unde r no condition we re 
pe rmitted to play. H eavy gambling on im­
port ant contes ts was th e orde r of th e day, 
and it was no t unu sual fo r some betto rs to 
lose th eir entire belongings, th e reby reducing 
th emselves and th ei r fa mili es to slave ry. 
Some pl aye rs became so pro fi cient th a t th ey 
were cl assed as p ro fess ionals ( ollam ani). 
Highly es tee med as such, th ey were included 
in th e retinue of im po rtant rul e rs. 

T he centr al fea ture of th e M aya ball 
co ur t is a Aa t, zoned a lley w ith a smooth 
Aoor covered w ith morta r and bound ed on 
eith e r side by an elongated mound o r r ange, 
f rom th e inne r of w hich a low bench projects 
to fo rm an a ll ey bo rde r. A t eith e r end, th e 
a lley opens into an expa nded r ec tangul a r end­
fie ld. Th e plan of th e co urt, thus defi ned , 
t akes th e fo rm of a capi t a l / , o r a double 
capit al T placed foo t to fo ot. Th ese courts 
va ry in size, so me being seve ral hundred feet 
in length , th ough most of th em a re much 
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sm all e r, fa llin g within comp aratively nar­
row size limits, which argues for a uni ­
formity in playi ng rules. An average all ey 
length of 52 )/;i to I 1 S fee t is genera lly com­
bin ed wi th a co rres ponding width of 19.7 to 
29)/;i feet. The g reat ba ll co urt at C hichen 
Itza of Aztec o rigin has an inside measure­
ment, acco rding to l\ilo rl ey, of 480 fee t by 
120 feet and Maudslay st ates th a t th e main 
para ll el wall s are 272 fee t in length and r 19 
feet apar t. 

A Maya ba il team consisted of one or two 
playe rs, a ltho ugh th e bas- reli efs a t C hichen 
I tza sugges t more pl aye rs to a side. Each 
tea m doubtl ess prepared its own ball m agi­
call y prio r to a game and considered it a de­
cided ad vantage to have th eir ball selected for 
play by so me prear r anged method. The first 
se rve, a furth e r adv antage, went to th e 
sid e w inning th e use of th eir own ball. 

For protecti on, each pl aye r wore leath er 
kn ee-pads; a g irdl e o r broad-belt lined with 
fl a t stones to wi th st and the shock of imp act 
wi th th e heavy ba ll , and to provid e better 
hitt ing power; and a thick r awhid e, kilt­
lik e apro n gua rding th e thighs and cut away 
in front to allow freedom of movement. 
G loves were used, usually in th e form of a 
wrappi ng, which also protected th e lowe r 
a rm. D oeskin leggings offered protection 
from abrasions resu lting from sudd en con­
t ac ts with th e stone fl oor. 

The object of th e game was to drive th e 
ball ( quiq, meaning sap of a tree) through 
one o r th e other of two stone ring m a rke rs 
se t high in each sid e wa ll a t th e half-way 
m ark in th e leng th of th e pl aying a ll ey w ith 
the opening perpendicu la r to the grou nd .* 
Scoring a ringer th rough th e marker, w hose 
opening was only slightl y larger th an th e di ­
ameter of th e ball , won th e game th en and 
there. But this was such a not abl e achieve­
ment, so r are ly accomplished th at th e game 
was usually won on points. The ball w as 
req uired to be kept in motion between th e 
tea ms r anged on th e opposite sides of the 
court , a nd a penalty was imposed on th e 
team in w hose ter rito ry th e ball died. 
Pl aye rs could only t ake th e ball on th eir 

(* ) The ~l aya co urt s show no rin~s but do have 
paired markers in th e shape of anim als or human 
head s, which doubt less served the same purpose. 
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knees, elbows, hips, or buttocks, and failure 
to hit the ball properly res ulted in a penalty. 
The hip shot was probably th e most diffi­
cult, only skill ed pl aye rs could properly exe­
cute it. U mpires w e re sea ted on th e top of 
each wall ove rl ook ing the ring, a vantage 
poi nt to rul e upon the scori ng. 

According to Maudslay, w ho quotes th e 
16th century hi sto ri an H e rer ra, " By th e 
ancient custom and law of th e game, when 
the ball passed th rough the hole, th e victor 
had th e right to the mantles of a ll th e spec­
t a to rs, and it was an am using sight to see a ll 
the onlookers take flight with much merri­
ment and la ughte r in the hope of savi ng 
th eir m antl es, wh il e oth ers clutched, on be­
ha lf of th e victor, w ho had to m ake cer t ain 
sacrifices to th e Id ol of Trinquete, the God 
of B all Game. To th ose who saw th e feat 
performed fo r the fi rst time, it seemed like 
a miracle, and th ey claimed th at a playe r 
who had such good luck would become a 
thief o r ad ulte rer or wou ld die soon, and the 
memory of such a victory lasted m any days, 
until it was fo ll owed by another which put 
it out of mind ." 

At th e top of the sta mp is a circu la r mark­
e r th at was fo und in the buried second o r 
middl e ball court at Copan d uring th e res­
tora tion of th e top co urt . This ma rker , now 
in th e mu seu m a t Copan , clearly shows two 
oppos ing ba ll playe rs wea ring th eir protective 
ha rn ess and pressing th e ball between th em 
with such force th at it has become fl attened. 
Th e glyph o r ca rved symbol in th e middl e 
of th e ball has not ye t been deciphered. 

From th e foregoi ng rem a rk s, b riefly de­
srribing some aspec ts of th e Maya civiliza­
tion , one can re a lize th e importance of th e 
subj ect and und e rst and w hy th e R epublic of 
H ondu ras, justly p roud of its priceless an­
cien t relics, deemed it fitting to commemo r­
ate the First Inte rn a tion a l Archeological 
Congress of the Car ibbea n. 

O n F ebru ary I 6, 195 1, th e rem aind e rs of 
th e Maya iss ue were ove rprinted, a lmos t to 
oblitera tion , to commemorate th e 75th an ni­
ve rsa ry of th e U niversa l P os t al U nion. Some 
co uld construe thi s as a triumph of mod e rn 
ove r ancient history. For pr ac tical reasons, 
H ondur as did not w ish to go to th e expense 
of o rd e ring a specia lly printed iss ue for 75 
yea rs of th e U. P. U . 
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BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD: BRITISH OFFICES 

AT CONSULATES IN COLOMBIA, 1865-1881 

By DR. HERB ERT lVIuNK 

Translatnl by GERALD W. B E lTLEY 
Sources: // ario us catalogs, i11 clurli11g Ew e11, 
Stanrlarrl Price Catal ogu e of th e Postage and 
T elegraph Stamps of th e Uni ter/ Kin gdom , 
6th ( fina l) edition, London, 1898; ] . J. B ern­
stein and C harles Niss en, British S tamps 
Us er/ Abroad, rev ised ed ition, Brit. Phil ., D ec. 
19 10 t o Oct. 19 14 ; R ev. C . S. Morton, Brit­
ish S tamps User/ Abroad, Stamp Collrs. Fort­
nightly, No. 840, 1927. A!fateria l has been 
lent by A!fessrs. A. L eo of M unich, H . K oeh­
l er of B erlin, B. klacGow an of D11111fries, 
Charles Niss en of London and E. E. Yat es 
of London. Mr. N issen has also f urnisher/ 
market v rilues of th ese stamps. 

Colombia, then the U nited St ates of Co­
lombia, with its portions of both th e Atlantic 
and P acific coas ts, formed an important link 
in th e chain of post offices at consulates, 
w hich G rea t Brita in se t up through th e W est 
Indies and a round th e coasts of Sou th Ameri­
ca . Though tr ade between Great Brita in 
and Colombi a was not so g reat fo r many 
yea rs as with the oth e r large South Ameri­
can repu blics, Colombia possessed, in its 
st ate of P anama, th e I sthmu s of P anama , the 
bridge between th e Atlantic Ocean and West 
In dies on one sid e and th e P ac ific Ocean on 
th e oth e r. 

The W est Indi an mail stea mers of th e 
Roya l Mail Steam Packet Co. brought th e 
mail for th e west coast of all America, for 
Au stralia, etc. , to Co lon on th e eas te rn coast 
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of the isthmus. On the wes t side of this 
isthmus, th e mail steamer service of the P a­
cific Steam N aviga ti on Co., mention ed fre­
quently in connection w ith oth er Briti sh se rv­
ices abroad, began. This comp any distribu­
ted th e mails from Europe and th e W est 
Indies down th e western coast of South 
America as far as Valparaiso, Chile, and 
likewi se brought th e assembl ed mail for 
points eas t to P anama. 

As ea rly as 18-1-5, an ag reement ex isted 
with th e government in Bogo ta, by which 
Great Britain had th e right to ca rry its own 
fo reign mail across th e Isthmus of P anama 
by muleb ack, in sealed sacks. For this right, 
the Briti sh paid th e Colombian government 
a transit fee of 10d per Co lombi an ounce on 
such mai l. 

After th e P anama R ai l road , from Colon 
to Pan ama, was opened in 1855, traffic across 
th e isthmu s increased so g rea tly, including 
volume of mail, th at it became impracticable 
to keep th e transi t fee at th e previous height. 
Colombia and Great Brita in failed to come 
to any ag reement on this. Accordingly, an 
arrangement was made by the British with 
the P anama R ai lway Co. , wh ich had cert ain 
postal rights along its line. (See further 
discussion of thi s und e r th e P anama office). 
Th e ar rangement provided for direct pay­
ment of tr ansit charges to th e r a il concern, 
without Colombi a rece iving any pa rt of this 
payment. 
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In 1865 , th e yea r in which Great Britain 
began th e use of he r own st amps in her 
offices at consulates in Colombia, th e dis­
pute between th e two countries and th e Co­
lombian effort s to force th eir own plan as 
settl eme nt, became seve re. The Briti sh post­
al ad mini stra tion se riously considered g iving 
up th e post offices at th e consul ates in Co­
lombia in 1867. In one case, Colombia 
seems even to have se ized a shipm ent of Brit­
ish stamps. 

But th e fa ll of Presid ent Mosquera in 
1867 brought about a relaxa tion , since he was 
th e so urce of Colombi a 's demands . The Brit­
ish postal se rvice in Co lombia w as, however, 
not form all y recognized , but continu ed. 

Only in th e second half of 1875 was th e 
Briti sh Consul General at Bogota able to 
conclude a postal convention with Colombi a, 
by which the British post offices at th e con­
sul a tes for mally or officially had th e right to 
co ll ect or deliver directly mail to or from 
abroad. Meanwhile, in the Argentine, U ru­
guay and Brazil , th e opposition to th e Brit­
ish consul a tes' post offices grew as tim e went 
on. The Briti sh had to close their offices 
in these cou ntries in the earlier '7o's. In 
Colombia the si tu a tion was reversed, as 
Morton fi rst exp lained . The opposition of 
th e Colombian government was greatest when 
the British st amps were fir st int roduced, and 
dimini shed steadily through th e '7o 's. 

The two oldest Briti sh consul a te post 
offices in Colombia were th ose a t P anama on 
th e west coast, for transit mail , and a t Ca r­
t agena, on th e north coast, for exchange of 
mai l with Colombia itself. These two of­
fices were supplied with dating town marks 
and P Al D hand stamps as ea rly as th e middle 
of 1846. Pan ama remained , in later times 
as th en, the only British post office on th e 
west coast. A s tim e went on, a number of 
British offices were ope,ned on th e north 
coast. Of the se, th e oldest ones were in 
part closed, and in part maintai ned or re­
opened. 

These kaleidoscop ic changes in th e offices 
on th e Caribbean coast of Colombia a rise 
from th e fact th a t th e cap ita l, Bogo ta, is 
situa ted far inl and , amid th e mounta in s. 
M ail s for th a t city or to it had to be routed 
through Ba ranquill a, si tu a ted a few mil es 
inl and on th e l\1 agdalena river , and thu s to 
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or from a coast al port. The m ail ro ute was 
up th e rive r to Hond a, th ence by land to 
Bogo ta. Up to about 1866 th e mai l rou te 
to Bara nquill a from th e coast was from the 
port of Cartagena, just mentioned as one of 
th e first B ri ti sh office sites, on th e coas t \\"es t 
of Ba ranquill a . After this, mail s went from 
the more easterly port of Santa l\1arta, at 
" ·hich a British co nsu la te post office had been 
se t up in th e early 186o's. After Baran­
quilla had been linked to th e littl e port town 
of Savanilla by a ra il road in 1872, British 
mail s for Colombia went through this place, 
due north of Bara nquill a. As a resu lt , in 
1872, an add ition al Briti sh post office was 
se t up at Savanilla. This change had th e 
res ult th at th e Briti sh mail packets no longe r 
ca ll ed at Santa l\llarta after 1873 ; th e clos­
ing; of th e British post office there follo\\"ed 
in 1878. 

Du ring th e revolution of 187 5, mails for 
Bogota had to be sent , for a considerable 
pe ri od, across P anama to th e ,,·es t coast of 
Colombi a, and to Bogota from th e port of 
Buenave ntura. 

Al so, a British consul a te post office w as 
se t up in 1870 a t Co lon (also called A spin ­
wall ) with its own office number E88 . In 
the '5o's and '6o's, not only was th e mail 
for th e west coast of Sou th America landed, 
he re, but also th a t for Cartagena and Santa 
M a rta just mentioned. Th ese two ports, 
acco rding to Morton, we re served in the 
186o's by a local branch line of the Royal 
Steam P acket Co., linked up with the main 
line serv ice , plying between Cartagena and 
Santa Marta. In th e middl e of 1869 a direct 
mail steamer serv ice was set up between 
Southampton and Cartagena. This may have 
a ca usal co nn ection with establishment of a 
Briti sh post office at Colon in th e consul ate. 
From 1871 on, th e mai ls from E ngland and 
th e W est Indi es for points on th e P acific 
coast were so rted a t Co lon. Up to th en, th ey 
had bee n so rted at P anama . 

The three offices th a t exis ted in 1865 were 
ass igned th e office numbers C35 for P anama, 
C56 for Cartagena and C62 for Santa Marta 
( which the Briti sh seem alw ays to have 
spe ll ed " Santa M a rth a") . Th e Briti sh st amps 
and numer al killer were received at P anama 
in Februa ry 1865, simult aneo usly with th e first 
delivery of such to th e oth er offices on th e P a-
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cific coas t. In co ntrast, Cartagena and Santa 
Marta did not r ece ive th eirs until August 
1865, a t th e same tim e as first delive ry of 
such to th e other W es t Indi an post offices. 
Later, in 1866, in e rror, Cartagena w as sup­
plied a new kill e r with offi ce number C65 in­
ste ad of C66. This is di scussed furth er on. 
Colon received office number E88 in April 
1870 and Savanilla F69 in 1872. The Brit­
ish consulate a t B aranquill a did not receive 
any office number, nor any killer of its O \~· n. 

But in June 1878 it was suppli ed with a dat­
ing town mark. During use of this, th e 
st amps were cancelled on a rriv al of th e mail 
at Savanilla. ( 1 ) Thus, like letters w ith 
Alexandri a kille r BO 1 and Briti sh dated 
tmvn mark of Cairo ( Egypt) , we find kill e r 
F69 of Savanill a on lette rs w ith th e British 
dated town mark of Baranquill a . 

Th e ra te to Engl and apparently had been 
se t at Is per unit of weight( 2 ) at or before 
th e int rod uction of st amps in th e offices 
abroad , for letters from Colomb ia. To other 
countries in Eu rope it was 1 s 2d up to the 
middle of 1875; then 1s r Y, d, per h a lf ou nce. 
For a special tr ansit fee on the rail secti on 
P anama to Colon, at a la te r t ime, see th e 
section " L ater P eriod " und er P anama, below. 

Th e British consula te post offi ces in Co­
lombia were closed af ter Co lombia ente red 
th e Universa l P ost al U nion on July J. 188r. 
W e discuss , below, the presumed closin g of 
th at at Santa Marta as ea rly as 1878. H ow­
eve r , evidence shows th a t th e Briti sh con­
su late or th e Briti sh mail stea mer agency 
associated \\·ith it , at P anama continu ed th e 
use of th e dated town ma rk and its num­
eral kill er C35 unti l th e end of th e 188o's. 
Generally, but not exclus ively, th ese a•e 
fou nd on lette rs from personn el of th e Briti sh 
Navy. W e disc uss this point fur th er under 
Panama, in th e section " L a te r P eriod." 

Panama (Pacif ic Coast) 

In 1865, in its fi rst consignmen t of post age 
stamps, Pan ama rece ived £200 worth. This 
w as th e third largest amount sent to any 
co nsul ate office on th e west coas t of South 
Am erica , and nex t to th e qu antities sent to 

(I ) \~' e have not been able to find any evidence that 
nn actua l Briti sh post office existed at B ara nquilla . 

-Editors, C. C. P. 

(2) Presumab ly a half ounce .-Editors, C. C. P. 
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Call ao and V alp a raiso . So we see that 
P anama evid entl y had a fa irly extensive post­
al business, apa rt from its ve ry ex tensive 
tr ansit tr affi c. 

This vo lume of business w as extended by 
th e fac t th a t th e Briti sh warships, which 
were stationed o r crui sing in th e Pacific 
Ocean, sent th e bulk of th eir letters to Eng­
land to th e P anama office. A lso, letters 
which had gone into th e mails at points 
furth e r so uth , fr equently were postm arked 
and stamps cancell ed only on arrival at 
P anama. Thus we ge t fully prepa id letters 
to G rea t Brita in , to other countries in Eur­
ope, and to th e U nited States, w hich bea r 
kill e r C35 as th eir firs t pos t al ma rkin g ap­
pli ed, eve n th ough th eir contents, hand ­
st amped co rner ca rd s of firm s, etc., show th a t 
th ey were se nt from Gu ayaqui l, Call ao, o r 
even pl aces in Chi le, \Vh ere th ey wou ld appear 
to have been put in th e mail s or on hoard 
ship.( 3 ) 

-
UC35H 

II 

Th ese fac ts exp lain w hy, next to those 
from V alpa raiso (Chil e), Call ao ( P eru ) and 
St. Thom as ( Virgin I sland s, then D ani sh 
W est Indies), Panama is th e commonest 
Briti sh consul ate post offi ce ma rk from 
America . 

(3 ) E vidence that any such letters " ·ent into the 
actu al mails before reaching Panam a see ms to be 
lacking . P e rhaps some may have been ha nded in 
a ft er mai ls closed and se nt on '' loose" by the sa me 
or other ship .- - Editors, C. C. P. 
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In the first supply, ea rly in 1865, Pan ama 
rece ived two separate killers. C35, in the 
large tr ansverse oval form , type II ( 4 ) ·and a 
duplex device with kill er in erec t ov al form , 
Type III but with on ly three bars above and 
below number ( 1). The cha r ac te rs on the 
two types of kill e rs differ so much th at they 
can be recognized even in incompl ete im­
pression s on loose st amps, by th eir s tyle. See 
figure s r , 2. 

Th e dated town mark of th e 1865 duplex 
device was a small sin gle circl e, with A at 
top , PANAMA und er it straight ac ross cen­
ter, and date in two lin es below th at. See 
fig. 2. A dated town mark, id entical even to 
let ter A, w as used with the tran sverse oval 
kil lers, to postmark let ters. In later years 
this device was used alon e for cance lling, 
directly on the stamps. Occasionally there 
occurs with the tran sverse oval killers as a 
postmark, a transit postmark from older 
days : one sent out from London in 18+8 or 
ea rli e r. Without border, this consists of 
three straight lin es of thin unshaded gothic 
capit als, re ading PANAMA / (date) / 
TRANSIT. Usually this found use on ly as 
a tran sit m ark: th at is, on letters whose 
stamps had al re ady previously been can­
ce ll ed at th e office of m a iling (especi ally at 
Guayaqu il but also from points much fur­
th e r so uth ) . It appears to h ave been struck 
only on lette rs w hich h ad not co me to P ana­
m a en route to Colon in closed bags fro m 
th e P ac ific Steam Navigation Co. 's ships, 

(4) Dr. Munk classifies the kill e rs m use at t he 
Briti sh offices abroa d into four main types, in hi s 
introduction to the whole field , an d refe rs to these 
types in all section s. They are: 

T ype I: Small oval, three thin lin es above an<l 
be low character s. Supp lied only before 1863. 

T ype l [ : L nrf!e tran sve rse ovn l , three henvv 
lin es above nn<l be low charncters. Supp lied 
from 186-t onwar<l. 

T ype l lf: Lnrge verticn l ova l, conspicuou sl y 
ta ll , four heavy bars above and be low char­
acters. Usu<1 ll y part of a dupl ex device w ith 
d<1 tcd town mark, but sometime s n se parate 
ki ll er. Supp l ied from enrly 186 5 onward. 

T ype I\ - : Small e r ve rtica l ova l , \v ith three very 
thick bars above and below character s. Occa~ 

siona ll y part of a <lupl ex device with town 
mark (dated ) . Supp li ed from 1 872 on as the 
on ly type. 

A l l four types have two cu r ve<l Jin es before and 
afte r the ch aracters.- Editor s, C. C. P. 
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but had come to P anam a speciall y separated 
for some reason or other , or deviated from 
the regul a r mail s pass ing through, etc. We 
h ave found it in a few cases on letters whose 
senders' imprints or other evid ence indicates 
that th ey had been put on boa rd ship much 
fa rth er to th e so uth , but whose st amps were 
cance ll ed in P anam a with th e tran sve rse oval 
C35. Thus, th e old transit m a rk was ce r­
tainly employed in th ese cases in stead of th e 
normal town ma rk with A in it. In spite of 
its age, thi s device was used until 1879 at 
le as t. Sometimes, beca use of its outsize and 
old - time form at , it had been struck onto th e 
stamps. ln two cases, on a pa ir of Id s ta mps 
and on a 1 s s ta mp , it h as been found as th e 
only cancellation- pres um ably accidentall y. 

Fifteen years a fte r the iss uance of th e first 
C35 dev ices, killers and duple x, a new one 
was se nt o ut fr om London, in April 1880. 
The kill e r portion is in Type 4, with only 
three ha rs above and below. See figure 3. 
The offi ce numbe r is sharply m a rked off from 
ear li er devices by its 3 having th e Aat top , 
as fo und on th e late devices of Cobija (C39), 
P o rt au Prince ( E53) and Arroyo (F83). 
A period af te r C is also present , but some­
times fai ls to show in imprints. Th e town 
m a rk o this new device of I 880 shows, 
instead of th e mere offi ce name PA N AMA, 
the ,,·ording PAJ\AMA TRANS fT , not 
across th e device but aro und th e sin gle circle 
bo rd e r lin e, and thus above th e let ter C . 

\Vh ether this la te d uplex was ac tu ally 
planned as a successo r to th e old tr ansi t 
mark of 18+8-79 which we h ave just men­
tioned , w e do not know. The new device 
can of course be considered because of its 
wording, as devi sed prima rily for use on 
transit mail. But th e fac t is th a t both the 
tran sverse ov al C35 and th e duplex of 1865 
were used alongsid e of thi s new device. In 
fact, in th e " Later Period " aft er the formal 
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closing of the P anama office on July r , r88r , 
to th e end of th e 'So's, not this new duplex 
delivered in 1880 but the tr ansverse oval 
kill er, th e dup lex of 1865, and th e separa te 
town mark of Pan ama with letter A were 
used. W e discuss thi s below. 

Thus, th e duplex C35 in T ype IV was in 
use for a t most one year. It is accord ingly 
not onl y merely much sca rce r th an a ll oth e r 
P anama postal ma rkings, but counts as a 
real ra rity. 

Panama: The Later Period 

The fact , which has been mentioned of ten, 
that Briti sh postage stamps we re used, with­
out objection or interference, in P anam a for 
many yea rs after th e Briti sh post office there 
had been closed, and were cance lled wi th th e 
Briti sh postmarking devices, constitute one of 
th e un solved problems of th e uses of Brit­
ish stamps abroad. With th e ad miss ion of 
Colombia to th e U nive rsal P os ta l U nion on 
July r , 1881 , only Colombi an st amps could 
legally be used for fr anking m ai l w ithin its 
postal te rritory . The oth er co untri es of th e 
U. P. U., from th at date on, were ob liga ted 
to treat all lette rs from Colombi a which did 
not bear Colombi an st amps to pay postage, 
as unfranked, w heth er or not th e st amps on 
them were th ose of a member of th e U . P. U. 

Th e matter is not so cl!"a r ahout th e tran­
sit journey betwee n P a1~ ma and Colon in 
e ithe r Jirecti on. For thi s ra il road lin e, C o­
lombia h,-td on its sid e, as has been men­
tioned ea rli !"~. granted the P aria ma R ail way 
Co. certain ind epend ent rights to postal fees, 
specially 1 h~t to se t a rid increase special 
tr ansit cha rges. Th ese specia l powers and 
tr ansit cha rges of th e P anama R ailw ay Co. 
we re not directly affected by th e entr ance of 
Colombi a into th e U. P. U. Moreover, Co­
lombi a had made a spec ia l clause in her 
agreement to ente r th e U . P. U., explicitly to 
the effect th at the P anama R ai lway Co. st ill 
had th e right to levy a special tr ansi t charge 
and to coll ect it from th e cou ntry ::>f o rigin 
of each piece of mail turn ed over to them. 

Great Brita in in r881 had, as mention ed 
previously, a special agree ment with th e 
P anama R ailw ay Co., which h ad been nego­
ti ated directly with th a t conce rn as owner of 
the post al r ights ove r th e rail line P anama to 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , N
Colon . Colombi a itself and the U nited States 
also had special transit contr ac ts with thi s 
comp any. This a rrangement which Great 
Brita in had fo r ca rrying Briti sh mail bags 
between Colon and P anama , seems to h ave 
provided for very favo rable fix ed sum pay­
ments. Co lombi a had always opposed it 
strongly, as has been mention ed prev iously. 
Rut th e spec ia l post a l ch a rging powers of th e 
comp any ce rt ainly were not actu ally removed 
by th e entr ance of Colombi a into th e U. P . U. 

l\/Iost probably, Great Britain 's post al 
act ivity in P anama af ter July 1881 w as limit­
ed to di spatchin g of Briti sh transit mail , and 
th us to direct exchange of pouches with the 
P anama R ai lway Co. The postal ad mini s­
tr a ti on was conce rn ed primarily with th e need 
and conditions for the maintenance of one 
pa rticul a r limited postal ac tivity on Colom­
bian so il , un de r its special a rr angement with 
th e ra ilroad company and th e special rates for 
th is se rvice. 

Actu ally, we fi nd only two special kind s of 
letters, whose stamps were cancelled wi th 
th e British P anama markin gs after 188 1. In 
both cases, we consp icuou sly note th at the let­
te rs were norm ally franked in advance with 
Briti sh stamps outside of Colombia . Their 
cance lla tion a t P anama ce rta inly took place 
onl y in tr ansit mail. We have seen, as men­
tion ed previously, th at th e sa me thin g hap­
pened in th e , so's and '7o's. 

The first kind of letter is th at sent by sa il ­
ors o r m a rines of th e Royal N avy, from 
shi ps st ationed in o r crui sing in th e Pacific 
O cean. T hese "Sa ilo r 's L et te rs" could be 
se nt to E ngland for 1 d for a single weight 
letter. ('•) These letters were reg ul a rly 
fr anked v.-ith stamps on boa rd th e ships, and 
hence on Briti sh soil. On a rriv al at an 
appropri ate po rt , we re del ive red for forwar d­
ing by th e "Naval Comm ander" on l and. 
From th e ea rli es t days th ese officers see m to 
have had cert a in priority r ights in mos t 
Am erican ports. Fo r exa mpl e, at Buenos 
Aires, th e Briti sh consul ate was or iginally re-

( :-. ) Thi s is the we ll known ''conces sion rate" of 1d 
for a lette r to Great Bri ta in fr om anyw here on act ive 
~ er v 1 ce. It ex isted fo r many ye ars , endin g apparentl y 
abo ut 1900 w ith estab li shment of fr ee mai l for 
so ldiers an<l sa ilors. Suc h cove rs are we ll kno wn from 
many 1:-ind s, often wit h Brit is h co lonial stamps used. 

-Editors, C. C. P . 
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quired to send a letter box to th e Naval Com­
mander so th a t letters from His M ajes ty 's 
ships could be mailed th rough th e Na val 
Commander's office. 

The second kind of letter, which to th e 
best of our knowl edge has not ye t been de­
sc ribed in th e Phil atelic press, consis ts of 
business correspondence from Costa Rica to 
England. These let ters had been franked in 
Costa Rica with stamps of that country for 
th e journey to P anama and with British 
st amps for th e journ ey oversea. The British 
stamps were cance lled in Panama with the 
Briti sh post-marking devices. W e illustrate 
such a pi ece furth er on and here merely em­
phasize th at th e Briti sh st amps, as in the 
picture, w ere applied outside Colombia for 
prepayment of postage and were cance lled in 
transit a t P anama. (G) 

As we have already seen, these Briti sh 
stamps we re cance ll ed in this L ate r P eriod , 
so metimes with the tr ansverse oval C35 
kill e r, sometimes with th e 1865 duplex de­
vice ( large kill e r, round-topped 3), and some­
times with th e sepa rate dated town mark of 
P anama (single ci rcle with town name across 
middle). 

Let us now clea r up sever al fac ts abou t 
this Late r P eriod- rates, and length of exis t­
ence of th e usage. According to 'Morton, 
th e sai lors' letters had to pay the regular 
transit rate of 6d which Great Britain 
cha rged, so th at such lette rs enter ing th e mail s 
a t P anama cost 7d: th e 6d plus th e regular 
l cl concess ion rate. Accord in g to Bern stein 
and Nissen th e tr ansit r a te w as only 1d.( 7 ) 

Ewen (Engli sh Specialist J ourn al, p. +6) re­
ports a sa ilor's lette r with th e Briti sh P ana­
ma postmark of July 1888, fr anked with two 
of the 1d Briti sh stamps of 1881 ( 16-pea rl 
variety) . Thus it appea rs th at th e tr ansit 
r a te was ac tu ally only 1d for a si ngle-weight 
letter. Th e date on thi s item indicates th at 
th e L ater Period evidently l as ted till tow a rd s 
th e end of the 'So's, not only to th e middle of 

(G) Such u sa~es, combinat ion of stamps of country 
of mailing to ca rr y to neare st Briti sh P. 0. and 
Bri tis h stamps for rest of JO Lirn ey, are known from 
many countrie s, mostly in the '7o's and 'So's. Either 
a posta l treaty with Great Britain pro,·iding ,·al id ity 
of sta mp s of co un try of ori gin, or country of ori gin 
joining U. P. U., end ed such usage in each cnse. 

-Edi tors, C. C. P . 
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th a t decade as stated by so me British 'niters. 
Presumably Morton is co rrect in thi s case in 
g ivin g the endi ng date as 1889. In J an. 
1889, a new dated postm a rk in sc ribed BRIT­
ISH PACKET AGENCY PANAMA was 
sent out from London. Thi s change may in­
dica te the end of the L a te r Period. 

Other Offices (Caribbean or North 
Coast of Co lombia) 

Ca rtagena( 8 ) rece ived its first device, a 
large tr ansverse oval killer in T ype I I, read ­
ing C56, during the second half of 1865 . In 
June 1866 a ne\\' device, vertical oval in 
T ype lll , la rge \\'ith fou r bars above and 
below, w as sent he re. In stead of C56, it 
reads C55, th e office number of H eywood 
( L ancashire) in E ngland. But H ey" ·ood 
neve r had a killer in this type. This change 
of office numbe r was not intenti onal, but 
strictl y an e rror. This fact appears from th e 
late r event th at H eywood received an office 
num be r, C63 , th e numb er formerly used fo r 
the Briti sh Post Office a t Tampico, ]Vl exico. 
which had closed in 1876. (0) Both th ese kill ­
e rs, C-6 and C 55, were sepa rate kill e rs, not 
dupl ex dev ices. They seem to have been 
used sid e by side for many years , despi te 
read ing diffe rently. 'Ve have seen letters 
from the end of 1869 with C56, and in con­
tr as t C56 on +d stamps of pl ates 7 and 9 as 
well as on the 1 s st amp of 1865. 

anta l\!l a rt a( 10 ) had a dated town ma rk 
in 1862, received in the second half of th at 
year, and anoth er one received a t th e begin­
nin g of 1863. ( 11 ) In late 1865, at th e same 
tim e as Cartagena, it received kill er C62 , in 
the la rge tr ansverse oval T ype II. After 
th e Ba ranquill a-Sava nill a r a ilroad was op­
ened in 1872 , Santa l\/I ar t a as a result was 
give n up as a por t of call for th e R oyal :\Iail 
steamers . At the end of 1878 the British 

(7) An<l the ~· are right.-G. \¥. B. 

(8) Rcg- ularly spelled CA RTH AGENA on all 
Bri ti sh postmark s-H in sc rte<l.-Editors. C. C. P. 

(~) Den<l y l\l arshal l. The Briti sh Post Office, p. 292. 

-Dr. :\f unk 

( l O) Repil a rl y spelle<l SANTA i\IARTHA on all 
Briti sh postmarks- H in se rte <l .-E<li tors, C. C. P. 
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consul ate " ·as closed. Befo re this th e post 
office seems to have almost compl ete ly ceased 
handlin g mail. 

Colon or A spinw all fir st rece ived its own 
office number for the British post office in 
April 1870-E88. The killer wi th this 
num ber is in ve rtical oval Type II[ , wi th 
four ba rs above and below and la rge size. 
It ex ists only as a sepa rate killer. The da ted 
town mark of Colon , of which, acco rding to 
'.\I orton , three differe nt devices were sent out 
fro m L ondon between 1869 and 187 1. ap­
parently all had th e town name across single 
circle w ith lette r above it. Onl y letter A has 
heen found. (Th ese ma rk s read ASPIN ­
WALL-Editors, C. C. Phil. ). They were 
used as postmar ks only. As at P anama, 
Colon also had seve ral tr ansit postmarks. 
Th ese, howeve r, we have not ye t see n. Cov­
ers from Co lon, in sp ite of the presumption 
of much posta l busin ess, are rel a ti ve ly rare . 
(These tr ansit marks read COLO N TRAN­
S IT-Ed itors, C. C. Phil. (12) 

Savanill a had a British consu late post of­
fice, opened in 1872, af ter th e Savanill a-B ar­
anquill a r ail road had been opened and as a 
resu lt thi s port became one of ca ll by the 
Royal Mai l's ships doing postal se rvice . This 
has bee n discussed ea rli e r. lts killer F69 is 
in Type III wi th fou r lines ahuve and below, 
vertica l ova l. (18) But the cha rac te.rs are of 
a shor ter and bolder form than those pre­
viously used in this type, and especia ll y does 
thi s show for th e letter F in im pressions. 
See illustrat ion. We have mentioned th e oc­
cu rrence of the British postmark of Baran­
quilla on let ters with cance ll a ti on F69 , 
ea rli er. 

L etters showin g Savanill a's F69 killer 
co me not only with Baranquilla's postm ark 
instead of the Savanilla single circl e with A. 

( 11 ) From Lowe, H an<lstruck Stamps of the Empire, 
2nd E<l. p . ..j. o, we di scover that the earlier one 
rea<ls SA TA :\ I A RTH A, the later one Santa 
:\IARTHA P A ID. Both are sin1<l e circles with 111-

sc riptio:1 :iround, not across.- E<litors, C. C. P. 

( l:! ) Thi s information from Lowe, H an dst ruck 
Stamps of th e Empirc .-Editors, C. C. P. 

( lH ) Savan ill a's town mark is a sing le ci rcle, word­
ing nroun d border, and key lette r.-E<litors, C. C. P. 
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This also comes w ith a single circle mark 
\\·ith th e names of both offices, SAVANILLA 
above, BARRANQU ILLA below. This is 
23 0 mm . di amete r, same size as th e Sava­
nil la postmark , w ith key lette r C above date 
(Mr. Egly's cove r ) . P oss ibly this was in 
use on th e Savanill a- Ba ranquilla railroad. (14) 

(Th e preceding paragraph occurs in th r 

::'\" acht rag section of the o rigin al, and is he re 

inse rted in its proper systematic place). 

The Stamps Used 

Dr. iVIunk here gives a li st of th e stamps 
used at each office. As th is li st was made in 
I 931 , it is so mewhat in adeq ua te in view of 
many items discovered si nce then. I refer 
the reade r to the G ibbons ca ta log, w here 
th ese are repo rted, not 0 11 ly by issue but by 
plate numb er , fo r each office, in th e ed iti ons 
issued prio r to World W ar 2. T o the Gib­
bons li st ings I ad d th e fo l lowing, with ou t 
noting plate numb ers.-G. W. B. 

PANAMA: 9d 1865; 1d lil ac 1881. 

CARTAGENA: 1;/i d 1880; 2d 1875-80; 

2Y: d 1876; 2s brown 1880. 

( l-! ) VVe re::;-ard this as a \·c ry wild guess. No evi­

den ce is at hand or known to us , to give the ]east 
color of plau sihility to Dr. :\J unk 's su pposition . No 
Rail way P ost Offi ce mark of nny sort ha s been re­
ported among the Bri ti sh offices abroad, as far as we 
can dete rmine. VV e make the su ~ge stion that this is 
probab ly the mark of a Co lombian postal se rvice or 
e\·e n of pri\'ate c:i rrier. Thi s seems the more l ikely, 
sin ce we fo il to find it li sted in Lowe's H an dstr uck 
Stamps of t he Empire.-Editors, C. C. P. 
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Fig. 5 
Combinat ion Covers 

Three varieties of mixed franking or com­
bination cove rs a re known with th e British 
offices in Colombia showing as ca ncellations 
on British stamps. 

First and rares t is joint use of British and 
Colombian stamps . Some years ago a covrr 
showed up on a London auc tion , with two 
Colombian stamps and three British ones: 
th e y.2 d plate 6, 1d plate 122 and 1s pl ate 12. 
These three were cance lled at Savanilla with 
the F69 kill er. 

More interesting as postal history is th e 
presence of British stamps with the Briti sh 
Panama cancell ation toge th e r with th ose of 
Costa Rica with that cou ntry's ca nce ll ation. 
This occurs in the ea rly 188o's, and only two 
examples are reported. In both H·e have one 
red 2 real stamp of Costa Rica (Sco tt No. +; 
Gibbons No. 3) and one Briti sh 1s orange 
brown, plate 13 (Scott No. 87 , Gibbons No. 
163) of Great Brita in. ln both cases th e 
Costa Rican stamp is cance ll ed with the Costa 
Ric an grid with numer a l 1 in center. On 
one the British sta mp is cancell ed with th e 
transverse oval C35 of Panam a. On the 
other it is ca ncelled with th e dated town 
mark of Panama 's Briti sh office. In this 
last case the Costa Rica n grid shows clearly 
tresp ass in g on to th e edge of th e Briti sh 
stamp : thu s, \\' e a re positive that th e Brit­
ish stamp was affixed to th e lette r wh en it 
was mailed in Costa Rica. T he illu str ation 
shows this. 
134 THE CO
As this picture shows, th e P anama town 
ma rk with A is not only st ruck twice on the 
Briti sh sta mp, but al so once more on the 
right hand part of th e let te r. Next to this we 
find also th e dated to\\'n ma rk of Punta Are­
nas, a port of Costa Rica on the west coast, 
north from Panam a. Therefore this letter 
was eith e r mail ed there or at San Jose, the 
cap it al of Costa Rica and connected to Punta 
Arenas by a railroad. In this case, the Brit­
ish stam ?s were applied in a country in which 
Great Britain has never had a foreign post 
office. Th a t this usage was allowed in Costa 
Rica, appa rentl y derives from a postal con­
vention that Great Britain made in 1859 sim­
ultaneously with both Costa Rica and N ic a­
ragu a. 

The date a t which thi s usage occurred is 
st ill more interes ting. The postmark of 
Punta Arenas, ,,.he re the letter \\' as mailed , 
is dated July 18, 1882, and th at of P anama 
July 25, 1882. Th us they show a tim e at 
\1·hich the Briti sh post office at Pan ama had 
ac tually already been closed. We have men­
tioned this matter earlier. 

But this does not exhaus t the matter. In 
July 1882 , not only were th e Briti sh offices in 
Colombia, but all Briti sh offices abroad on 
American so il , already closed. The las t Brit­
ish post office in America, that a t Greyto\\'n , 
11·as shut down on May 1, 1882, because on 
that date Nicaragua became a member of the 
U. P. U. Costa Rica's admission to th e 
U. P. U. took place on Jan. r , r883. There-
LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXl , NO. 3 
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fore, letters go in g ab road from th at co un­
try, which were to be fully prepa id from place 
of mai lin g, had to ca rry the stamp of some 
membe r of the U. P. U. to prepay their travel 
outside of cou ntry of or igi n, during th e whole 
yea r of 1882. T hus we find the uniqu e s itua­
tion that th e las t Am er ican cou ntry, in which 
Briti sh stamps co uld legally be used for o rdi­
nary business mai l w as Cos ta Rica, alth ough 
Grea t Britai n had neve r had a post office of 
her own within th a t land. 

Finally: in one case th e use of Briti sh 
st amps ca nce ll ed with the C35 of P anama and 
U ni ted States stamps is known. This is on a 
letter from the U. S. consul a te in Ca ll ao, 
to a city in Georgia. This is discussed und e r 
offices in P eru and also in th e genera l intro­
duction to the offices throughout America. 

GERALD WI LLIAM BENTLEY was born a t 
Thornham, L ancashire, England in 1890. 
H e began to co ll ect stamps in 1899, and ha: 
been an enthu siastic co ll ec tor eve r since. 

H e was educated in E ngland , and at Neu­
cha tel, Switzerland. In 193+, he was awa rd ­
ed th e Co ngress Cup, a t the 21st Philatelic 
THE COLLECTO·RS 
PHILATELIST 

CLUB 
MEDAL 

This hand so me bronze meda llion is awa rd ­

ed annu all y for th e best article publi shed in 
this magazine. 

The rece nt w inn ers have been: 

1951-F. G. L arsen, "First Two I ss ues of 
Colombi a." 

1950-Corne liu s W. Wickersham, " Vene­

zue la, The F irst Escuelas Stamps." 

19+9-Lyons F. Livingston, " R . A. Villard 

and The Stamps of C hin a." 

19+8-R. S. Mechin and Alex A. Cohen, 

"Cos ta Rica, Th e First P ostage Stamps of 

1863." 
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Congress of Great Britain , held in Manch.::: ­
ter , for a paper on "The Forge ry Co ll ection, 
Its A rrangement, and Its V alue to a Phil a­
telic Society." 

In 1937, he beca me th e A ss istant Edi tor of 
The " Phil ate lic J ourn al of Great Britai n," 
and is still on th e staff of th at journal. His 
w nt111gs for th a t pape r include "Espana 
Arriba" (Th e sto ry of th e stamps of the 
Spa ni sh C ivil W a r ), th e hi story of th e stamps 
of Spanish W est Africa, th e stamps and post­
al hi sto ry of Thessaly, etc., and many tr ans­
lati ons. Mr. Bentl ey is a pas t presid ent of 
th e Manchester Cen tral Philatelic Society. 
H e was one of th e founders of the Sale 
Phil ate lic Society, of which he was th e first 
president J 9-t+-+8. Since 193 1, he has bee n 
a memb er of th e Manchester Phi late lic So­
ciety. H e has coll ected the st amps and post­
al stat ionery of the whole world. At pres­
ent his favorite cou ntri es are Spain and Colo­
nies, J apan and Dependencies , Italy, Sta tes, 
and Co loni es, Ionian Island s, Greece, H eli­
go land , Thessa ly, and Germany, States, and 
Co loni es . H e kn ows eight European lan­
guages, which he finds very usef ul for ph il a­
telic pu rposes. 
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UNITED STATES 

Carrier Service in New York City, 1847 

By CLAREN CE W. BRAZER, D. Sc. 
In a recent resea rch in th e National Ar­
chives at W ashington , D . C ., through th e 
courtesy of Dr. H old camper , I fo und copies 
of a few letters of interes t to phil ateli sts. 
These w ere only th e outgoing letters of 
Cave Johnson, P. M. G . Alth ough outside 
my present interes ts, th ey a re publi shed here 
fo r th e in fo rm ation of oth er s. 

Wh ile th ey do not g ive th e complete story, 
until th e inco ming letter s a re made avai l­
able, if ever, th ey do conta in some hereto­
fo re unkn ow n in fo rm ati on as to th e details 
ot th e letter ca rr ie r se rvice in New Yo rk 
C ity in F ebru ary, 1847.1 At th a t time, ca r­
ri er delive ry and collecti on of letters and 
newspapers was contemplated and details 
we re bein g consid ered by the Postm as ter 
General and R obert H. ]\/[orri s, pos tm as te r 
of New Yo rk C ity.2 

R obt. H . Morris 
P. M . Ne w Y ork 

F eb. 12, 18+7 

" You have 19 w alks for you r letter car­
r iers, w ho rece ive letter s fro m the office and 
deliver th em ch a rging two cents each :­
suppose yo u add to th eir duties th e r eception 
of letter s fo r th e P ost Office and charge one 
cent for th e delive ry, to be paid a t th e time 
of r ece iving th e letter-each letter ca rrie r 
should , un de r your di rections, provid e a box 
at some suitable pl ace within hi s walk for 
the r ece ption of letters, kee p it locked unde r 
th e eye of some suitabl e person at w hich he 

1 For in format ion about this in 18 4 5 1 see John N. 
Lu ff 's "P ostage Stamp s of the United States, " pages 
36-37. 

' From Ca ve J ohnson, P. i\L G. Ou tgoing Letter 
Copy Book R 2 \ or UT ) . 
TH E C
coul d call three or fo ur tim es each day and 
t ake th e letters to your office, when he 
vi sited it to get th e letter s coming by mails 
fo r de livery- th ese boxes would be t aken 
ca re of by any apoth eca ry o r merchant, or 
othe r pe rson in business, because of th e per ­
so ns th at w ou ld be necessa rily drawn to th eir 
es t abli shm ents, w ith out charge to th e letter 
car rie r, and should never be opened except 
by th e lette r ca r rier. T he letter carrier s 
should also rece ive letter s in th eir w alks fo r 
delive ry a t th e City P os t Office. Newspapers, 
prin ted adve rti se ments, l ith ogr aphed circul ars 
not sealed wo uld be t aken fo r half a cent 
eith e r to o r f rom th e offi ce. 

I make th ese sugges ti ons 'I t present, and 
des ire yo ur views in re la tion to th em, befo re 
an o rde r is made-th e number of d ist r icts, 
if dee med necessary, m ight be increased. 

c. J. (CAVE JOHNSON, P. M.G .) 

D ated 21 F ebru ary, +7· 

R. H . Mo rr is, E sq. P. /[ . 

New Y ork 
have rece ived yo urs of th e 17 Febru ary 

and think th ere is much fo rce in th e obj ec­
tion s made to th e sugges tions of min e of th e 
12 inst. and shall yield to th e plan po inted out 
in you rs of th e 18 of J anu ary.-

y our fri end, 

C . J . (CAVE JOH NSON , P .M.G. ) 

F in al Instructions da ted April 6 provided 
2c each w ay on letter s and ,Y:; cent on news­
papers. 
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The Postage Stamps and 

Postal History of 

TIBET 

By H. D . S. HAVERBECK 

(Contin ued fr om P age 82.) 

CHAPTER VI 

THE TIBETAN STAMPS AND CANCELLATIONS 

1. The First Issue of Tibet Postage 

Stamps, 1912 
F rom th e philateli st 's point of vi ew th e 
most important r es ult of th e vi sit of th e 
D alai L ama to Indi a was hi s opportunity to 
see the Indi an P ost Office in acti on. The 
efficiency of this post al sys tem so impressed 
him and his Mini ste rs th at th e decision w as 
made to es t abl ish a sta te controlled pos t al 
system in Tibet. 

Th e D alai L ama left Indi a on hi s return 
trip a t th e end of June, 1912. The prepa ra­
tions fo r th e inaugu ra tion of th e post al 
sys tem had a lready been st arted. "Th e Pio­
nee r," an Indi an newspaper, printed a dis­
patch from K alim po ng in its iss ue of June 6, 
19 1 2, which in pa rt reads as fo llows: "The 
D ala i L ama's decision to st a rt fo r T ibet on 
th e 2.J-th is ca using a stir in our Tibet an 
qu a rte r. . . . The offi cial in cha rge of th e 
new postage stamps has prepa red a number 
of se ts of dies and has bee n busy experimen ~­

ing with d iffe rent colours of ink . The stamp3 
will be issued shortly af ter th e a rrival of th e 
pa r ty in Tibet." 

Th e postage st amps we re iss ued in Lh asa 
in D ece mbe r, 19 12. They w ere not put on 
sale in the oth er post offices until th e fol ­
lowing yea r. 

Seve ral shee ts of th e colo r tri al proofs 
fro m the plates have surv ived and individu al 
T H E COL L ECT ORS CLUB P HI LATE LI ST , VOL. XX Xl , N
copies have been seen in various important 
coll ection s. The ea rlies t known is a sheet 
of twelve, printed in violet, which r eached 
E ngland in September of 1912. This w as on 
display at th e st all of Mr. W . T . Wilson 
du r ing the Jubi lee Inte rn ation al Stamp E x­
hibitio n, held in London , O ctober 4-19, 19 12. 

T hese colo r tri al proofs we re all of the 
1 / 6 trangka denomin at ion. The fo llowing 
va rieti es have been repor ted : 

Vi olet, on machin e made wh ite wove pape r 
(2 sheets) F ig. 16 

Violet, on nat ive paper 
Purple, on machin e made white w ove paper 
Black, on native paper 
Blue, on native paper 

With th e exception of th e first proof listed, 
th e re 1s onl y one sheet known of each of 
th ese. 

Th ere a re also in ex istence li ne engraved 
die proofs of an essay prepa red by W aterlow 
and Sons, Ltd. It is not definitely known 
wheth er th ese di e proo fs represent an at­
tempt on th e pa rt of th e pr inters to submit 
a bid fo r th e T ibetan post age st amps o r 
wheth er th ey we re prepa red on o rd er of th e 
D ala i L ama. Whichever was th e case, 
W ate rl ow and So ns did not r ece ive any con-
O. 3 137 
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Fi gure 16 . A complete sheet of the " Dalai Lama" proofs. 
trac t for th e preparation of Tibetan s ta mps. 
A s the illu str a tion ( Fig. 17 ) shovvs th e en­
graving was very well exec uted , th e design 
being similar to th at of th e issued s t amps. 
The fo ll owing Wate rl ow die proofs a re 
known; all of the 1 / 3 trangka denomina­
tion: 

lmperforate. 
Bright Blue, D eep Y ell ow Gree n, D eep 

Yellow , Deep Orange, Bright R ed, Car­
mine, A lbin o (This latte r may res ult 
from two sheets of paper being placed 
on th e proof press) , a ll on thin white 
wove paper. 

P e rfor ated. 
J\tlauve on white wove paper, 
Y ell ow G ree n on thick rough ca rton paper , 
THE CO
Albino on white ,,·ove paper. 

The perfo rated proofs a re simil a r to m1ma­
tu re shee ts, divided by lin es of perforation 
into nin e squares in th e center , one of which 
is th e die proof. The size of th e design is 
23 x 19 mm. and th e ove r a ll size of th e die 
si nk age is 100 x 63 mm. 

Th e issued st amps were printed from wood 
blocks consis ting of 12 s t amps ( + x 3). Each 
of th e 12 subjects was individually ca rved in 
the wood and diffe r one from th e oth e r. The 
enti re sheet of each denomination is illus­
tr a ted so th at th ese variations m ay be mnre 
re ad ily seen. Th e central des ign is th e 
" White Lion ," symbol of life and death and 
th e pe rsonal emblem of th e D alai Lama. 
This th eme is repea ted in other documents , 
e.g. th e seal of th e Tibet Trade Mission 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VO i .. XXX I, NO. 3 
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Fi gure G. A cove r from Lhasa to Pe kin g which travelled ove r the " Sil k Road ." Note post­
mark of Yao-Chow-Fu. 
(F ig. r 8) and on th e paper money of Tibet 
( Fig. 19) . This vignette is ringed with a 
ci rcl e of co lor in which appea rs th e inscrip­
tion in white letters, E ngli sh characte rs for 
"Tibet" and " P ostage" a t the left and right, 
whil e a t th e top are th e Tibetan words 
"Bi:id-Zh ung" meanin g "Tibet Government" 
and at th e bottom "Yigth-Hu " meaning 
" L etter P ostage" and th e denomination in 
Tibetan charac te r. The fr ame and span­
drels a re copi ed from th e Indian 1 anna 
stamps of Queen V icto ri a and King Edward 
Vlf. 

Th e st amps we re iss ued imperforate and 
were printed upon a paper of local manufac­
ture. Conce rnin g thi s paper, David Mac­
Don ald , th e Briti sh Trade agent for twenty 
years at Gyantse and th e Chumbi valley 
writes: ("Twenty Y ea rs in Tibet," and "The 
Land of the L ama"). 

"The major industry at Gyantse is the 
manufacture of paper for th e Government. 
From the hills aro und Gyantse large qu anti ­
ties of th e bark of a shrub of th e genus 
D ap h11 P is coll ected . Th e ba rk is steeped in 
THE COL L ECTORS C LUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX! , N
Fi gure 18. Seal of the Tibet Trade Mission . 

w ater for several days, th en pulped by wood­
en mallets until it reaches the consistency of a 
thin paste. The pulp is then spread over 
muslin sheets fastened in wooden fr ames. To 
give evenn ess to the pape r th ese frame s, mus­
lin , pulp and all, a re gently agitated in 
wate r, th en dra ined and pl aced in th e open 
air to dry. After th e moisture has evap­
orated the shee t of paper is peeled off, 
trimm ed, and is ready for use." 

From th e na ture of th e manufacture, this 
pape r varies considerably in thickness and in 
color. It is pas ible to find sheets of the 
stamps where th e paper varies from thick to 
thin 1n th e same sheet. 
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Figure l 7. D:e proof of the Water/ow Essay. 

The inks used for printing th ese st amps 
a re of a rich color. There is surprisingly 
little vari ation in th e co lo rs consid e ring the 
long period of their iss ue. 

The issued stamps a re as follows: 

1 / 6 Trangk a ( J K akang) Green, pale green, 
emerald g reen, olive g reen. (Fig. 20) 

1/3 Trangka ( 1 K armanga) Blue, deep 
blue, ultr ama rin e. (F ig. 21) 

1 / 2 Trangka ( 1 T schaky) D eep purple, vio­
let, pale mauve. (F ig. 22) The pale 
mauve is th e most marked color vari­
ation to be found. It occurs on the 
las t printings, 1929-33 

2/3 Trangka ( 1 Shokang) R ed , carmine, 
sca rl et, brown, red , rose . (F ig. 23) 

1 Trangk a Verm ilion, orange, vermilion. 
( Fig. 2-1- ) 

Ki ss prints of all denominat ions are 
known , a lso variet ies ca used by folds and 
c reases in th e paper. Th ese a re of some in­

te rest but of littl e phil atelic importance. 

Th ere is one important error in this issue. 
l t occurs on positions 6 and 7 of the sheet of 
the 2/3 Trangka st amp . (See Fig. 23). This 
consists of the word " Postage" being spelt 
" POTSAGE. " These errors were never 
corrected and can be found in all of the shad e 
va riation s of th e normal stamp. In th e later 

Figure 19. l 0 Trangka banknote showing the White Li on as central moti f . 
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TH
Fi gu re 20. Comp lete sheet of 1 / 6 Trangka . 

Figure 21 . Comple te sheet of 1/3 Trangka . 
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Figure 22. Complete sheet of V2 Trangka . 

Figure 23 . Complete sheet of 2 / 3 Trangka . 
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Figure 24 . Complete sheet of l Trangka. 

igure 2 5 . Presentation shee t of the Tibetan 
rade Mi ss ion showing stamps of the first issue. 

printings of thi s st amp, th e le tter " P " in 
" P os tage " on posi ti on 12 became worn and 
appears as " Eost age" . 

These stamps were s till avail abl e in Lhasa 
as la te as 19+8. The ev id ence for this is the 
existence of presentatio n sheets prepared for 
the Tibet Trade Mission. The sheets were 
p repared by pasting th e four lower denomina­
tions to a sheet of thin white card. The 
Lhasa postm a rk was applied twice in such 
a way as to ti e each stamp to th e ca rd. 
These sheets were carr ied by the Trade l\!Iis­
sion for presentation to important personages 
met during its visit to the United States. 
O ne of these autog raphed by Surkhang 
Depiin , a member of the Trade Mission, is 
illustrated. ( Fig. 25 ) 

Forr; l' ries of t lt e first isrn e are plentiful and 
are 111ore fr equ ently met wit h than th e genu­
in r sta111ps. The complete sheets of th e 
genuine stamps have been illustrated purpose­
ly to enab le the stu de nt to distinguish the 
ge nuin e from th e forgery. In each of the 
three major types of forgery the colo rs a re 
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decid edl y different from th e originals. The 
genuine st amps me as ure 19- 19}/, mm. wide 
and 22 Y, mm. high. The forgeries do not 
have th ese meas urements. Th e colors a re 
dull and Aat and usua lly appea r to be anilin e. 
Some of th e char ac te ristics of each type of 
forgery is g iven: 

Type I. All five denominations were forged . 
I 8y,j -20 mm. wide and 23-2+ mm. 
high. No " P otsage" error on the 
2/ 3 Trangka. Th ese are found 
with forged ca ncellations th at do 
THE CO
not ag ree or even resembl e th e genu­
ine ones. 

Type I I. The space between th e in sc ription 
and th e outer fr ame lin e a t th e top 
of th e stamp is too wid e. The char­
acters a re badly formed and th e in­
scr iption is crowded . All denomina­
tions known. 

T ype I![. Only th e three low values. Easily 
distinguished by th e fact that th ey 
are lith ographed on a glazed laid 
paper of Indi an manu fac ture. 
2. The Second Issue , 1914 
This iss ue cons1st111g of two stamps is one 
of th e more remarkable stories of philately. 
Alth ough issu ed early in r9 14, th ey remain ed 
1111k11o w 11 to stamp collectors until r943, a 
period of 29 years. They were first discov­
e red when so me correspondence of Col. F. M. 
Bail ey, C. I. E. was offered for sale in Lon­
don . Col. B ailey had obtained the stamps in 
Tibet so th a t there can be no question as to 
their bon a fides. At the time of the Young­
husband Expedition , Col. Bailey was attached 
to th e 32nd Sikh Pioneers , one of the mili ­
t a ry units which composed the force. He 
mad e th e trip to Lhasa with Younghusband 
and la ter \V as appointed Agent at Gyantse. 
He nex t se rved as Commissioner for Si kkim 
and Tibet and was His Majesty'; 1\1ini ·te r 
at Kathmandu, l epal , prior to his retire­

ment. 

Th ese stamps are of extreme rarit y . A~ 

far as is known at th e present tim e, th e total 
number known of each denomin ation is ap­
proxim ately 50 copies. 

The st amps were ca rved on wooden blocks 
in th e same manner as th e first issue. The 
pl a te co nsis ted of six stamps (3 x 2) . The 
design consis ts of th e sy mbolica l "White 
Lion " surro und ed by two circles . The outer 
circle contai ns th e in sc ripti ons "Tibet Post­
age" in English a t the bottom and th e Tibet­
an in sc ription at th e top. This is similar to 
th e \·1·ording found on th e first issue. 
L

The st amps a re as follows: 

+ Trangkas, Indigo blue, chalky blue (F ig. 
26, T ype A) 

8 Trangkas, Carmine rose, carmine (F ig. 26, 
T ype B) 

The re are no errors 111 this issue. The 
paper is simi lar to th at used for th e 1912 
issue and varies considerably in thickness. 

Forgeries of thi s issue have not yet bee n 
seen, but it would not be surprising if there 
are some in ex istence. It is strongly recom­
mended th at any cop ies offered for sale be 
purchased with a gua rantee from a reputabl e 
dea le r o r that th ey be submitted to th e ex­
pert co mmittee of The Phila telic Foundation 
for a cer tificate of genuineness prio r to pur­
chase. 

The stamps of this issue a re consid e rably 
rare r used th an unused. It is doubtful if 
more th an ten cove rs a re in exis tence and the 
used cop ies off cove r ca n be esti mated at 
abou t the same number. It is known from 
a st a tement made by a member of the Tibet 
Trade Mission th at a small supply remained 

in th e P ost Office a t Lhasa in 19+8. But 
since th a t time no more th an 18 to 20 copies 
of both denominations h ave been ob tain ed 

from so urces in Tibet. It is interest ing to 
note th at th e covers kn ow n all had been used 
in the pe riod 1924-33. 
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Figure 26. A. Comple te shee t of 4 Trangka. 

B. Complete sheet of 8 Trangka. 
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3. The Third Issue, 1933 
On M ay 1 , 1933, a new issue of st amps 
w ith new designs and color s made its ap­
pea rance . It w as not until June of 1934, 
howeve r, th a t any r eco rd of this issue ap­
pea red in th e phil a telic press ( Gibbons Stamp 
M onthly, June, 193+) . When th ese st amps 
we re iss ued, th e old des igns we re w ith d rawn 
from use . The old cancellin g dev ices were 
also changed a t this time. 

Th e issue consists of five denominati ons 
printed in sheets of 12 st amps (4 x 3) . The 
pl a te w as made up of 12 se pa rately h and 
carved cliches mad e of brass and each dif­
fers from th e other. When th e st amps w ere 
to be printed th e cliches w ere held together 
by a cord or strip of le a ther to make up th e 
plate. This fac t of th e existence of sepa­
r a te cliches is easily demonstr ated by the 
shee ts th emselves. An inspection of several 
shee ts of th e same denomin ation obtain ed at 
va rious tim es shows th a t the individu al im­
press ions a re very uneven in alignm ent, some 
TH E CO
even bein g twi sted th rou gh 1 o deg rees ot arc. 
Proof al so may be had from th e late print­
ings of th e + Trangka st amp which shows 
onl y 1 1 stamps in th e shee t, w ith position 4 
always mi ss ing. lt is poss ibl e th a t fu r th er 
stu dy may be ab le to show th e sequ ence of 
prin ti ngs from th e a r rangement of th e 
cl iches, but up to the present time th ere is 
not enough ma te ri a l ava il able to es tablish 
thi s with any ce rta inty. 

The stamps we re printed upo n a very th in 
w hite na tive ti ss ue paper and w ere perfo rated. 
The P os tm as ter at Lh asa made a hand pe r­
for a ting device consisting of a wooden handle 
holdin g a steel whee l with spikes in it, much 
th e sa me as a d ressmaker uses wh en doing 
patte rn wo rk . This dev ice makes a perfo ra­
tion simil a r to a ro ul ette, " ·hich is termed 
a pin perfora tion. 

Th e design is again the "White Lion." 
This tim e it is a rr anged in a squ a re. The 
Engli sh in sc ription appea rs a t th e bottom, the 
Tibetan at th e top. In the side panels appear 
LEF'T DENOMINATION RIGHT 

ii 1/2 TRANGKA a 
II •/• TRANCKA II 
II 1 TRANCKA • II 2. T.RANGKAS II 
II 4 T.RANGKAS • 

~~~~~~~ 
~'\· !;.jl~~ ~~ 

Po ZHuN<X Di>.uA 
(Tt•""") (C.ovtR..,,.,tNT) {poor .. c:.E) 

• 
~ 

TRi>.NG.·~ 
(MoNt-Tl!l.R.'i' unn) 

~~ !ii•• P&o,.ou,, c. t o Po -To&tl o • Tt•tTA,.. 

~'S,~O G..tHV N (io ........... (10 2 .. ......... (i., O•U' l t. <:lo ) h .... t) · Gr.°"tC.ot ... t ... " 

Se.a."''"" ... ... - .. c.• o o ....... . M ....... ) 
~ o ... , . ....,. -.u. .. a PoH -ir 

C.. \. • ............. c. c. o L,. - f c. " ) 

Figure 27 . Translat ion of characters and numerals on third issue. 
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TIBET 
Figure 2 8 . Complete sheet of 1f2 Trangka. 

Fi gure 30. Complete sheet of l Trangka . 
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T I BET 
Figure 29. Compl e te sheet of 2 / 3 Trangka . 

th e indications of value. The att ached draw­
ings prepared by .Mr. 1'ewman illu str a te thi s 
ve ry cle a rly . ( Fig. 27 ) 

Th e five denominations are as follow s : 

Y, Trangka ( 1 T sch aky) , Orange, ye ll o\\·, 
ye llow orange (F ig. 28) 

2/3 Trangk a ( 1 Shokang), Blue, Dark 
Blue ( f.'ig. 29) 

I Trangka , Carmine, rose ca rmin e ( Fig. 
30) 

2 Trangka, Vermilion , scarlet ( Fig. 3 1) 
+ Trangk a, Green , emerald g reen ( Fig. 

33A) 

Three of th e five denom in at ion s exist in 
small shee ts of two s tamps a rran ged hori­
zontally \\·ith \\·id e m a rgin s arou nd th em . 
(F ig. 32) These a re proofs in th e co lor 
of th e iss ued st amps. T he three st amps 
known as proofs a re : 

2/3 Trangk a, Blue 

I Trangka , Ca rmin e 

2 Tr:: ngka, Sca rl e t 

Th e re a re nu e r rors kn O\\·n of th e per­

forated s tamps. 

Figu re 32. Small proof sheet of 2 / 3 Trangka. 
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TIBET 
Figure 3 1. Complete sheet of 2 Trangka . 
Forgeri es of th ese 
pri nted by lith og raph y 
laid paper of Indi an 

st amps are known 
on a glazed nat ive 
manu fac ture. The 

forge ri es \\"ere printed in sheets of 1 2, and 
come perfora ted and imperfo r ate. Th ese 
forgeries a re also known on cove rs. One 
type of cove r is al n·ays add ressed to Sikkim 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PH ILATEL IST , VOL. XXXI, 
and has th e post marks of Gyantse, Tibetan 

post Office and Indi an Post Office , also 

forged. The second type is add ressed to 

Castle Rock in India. The T ibetan and 

In dia n stamps are cancell ed by th e postm a rk 

of the Br iti sh post al agency at Y at ung. 
4, The Fourth Issue , 1939 
Whil e th ere is no change in th e design, 

there a re sufficient differences in th e co lors 

and papers to warrant ca llin g thi s a sepa­

rate issue. The practice of pin-perforation 

was discarded. The paper used was again 

the thick, brownish nat ive one , the same as 

Ill th e ea rli er issues. The stamps which fal l 

in this group first appeared in 1939, th ey are 

as fo ll on·s: 

Yz Trangka, Bright yellow, orange ye ll ow 
2/3 Trangka, Dark blue 

1 Trangka, Carmin e, rose vermi lion 
NO
2 Trangka, R ed rose 

+ Trangka, O li ve g reen (F ig. 33 B ) 

There are t\\"O major erro rs of thi s print­

ing. The first is ca used by th e loss of one 

of the cliches of the + Trangka de nomi na­

tion. P os it ion No . + alw ays appears blank. 

In some of the ea rli er examples of the sheets 

of thi s st amp, pos iti on + is fi ll ed by pasting 

in one additional stamp so th a t the sheet, as 

so ld at the post office, is composed of 1 2 

st amps. The second error \\"as discovered in 

the summ er of 1951. T he 1 Trangka, car-
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T I 'B E T 
Figure 33 8. Complete sheet of 11 stamps of 4 Trangka. 

Figure 33A. Complete sheet of 12 stamps of 4 Tran gka. 
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TIBET 
Figure H. A presentati on sheet of the Tibetan 
Trade Mission showing pairs of th e fourth 
issue. 

min e, was found printed on both sides. As 
fa r as can be asce rta ined only one sheet of 
thi s e rror was found. There is in existence 
a vertical strip of three in the coll ection of 
Mr. Ne il Campbell of Ca li fo rni a, a single 
used on cove r in th e same collection, and a 
hlock of four in th e auth or 's collection. The 
remainin g four stamps were probably used 
on loca l mail and lost . 

There a re se veral fo rge ries of these 
stamps. Th ey are all very dang erous, being 
co nsiderably more common than th e original 
stamps. It is believed that the forgeries all 
emanated from th e same source in Northern 
Indi a. Careful comp arison with the origin als 
is the only sure way to distinguish th ese 
forgeries. The paper is almost id entical to 
that used for the genuine st amps. The col­
ors a re not good . The forged Y, Trangka 
is particularly poo r in thi s respect, bei ng in a 
shade of brown orange or brown yellow. Also 
the fr ame lines are poorly printed, in most 
cases appea ring as thick sin gle line, r ath er 
th an two thin double lines . It is also evi­
dent th at forged post marks have been ap­
pli ed to these forgeries, but th is is not a sure 
tes t as some copies h ave been found w ith 
genuine post marks. It is possible th en th at 
th ese forge ries may have been prepared w ith 
an eye to defraudin g th e Tibetan posts as 
well as for sale to collectors . 

(To be concluded in th e following number. ) 
IS THE DIFFERENCE USEFUL? 
Phil a telic usage today all eged ly differenti­

.ltes the terms "overpri nt " and " surch arge," 
res tricting th e la tter to face-va lu e-changing 
overp rints. Is thi s d istincti on of any real use­
fuln ess, o r of any importance·? D oes it 
help us in any way in understanding our 
sta mps or in doing a more accu r ate classifi­
ca tion of th em ? 

The qu es tion is th e refo re one as to whether 
th e use of th e two terms is worth while. M y 
judgment is th at it se rves no use ful purpose, 
and is really a distinction without a diffe r­
ence. W e might be w ell advised to drop 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , N
the word " su rcharge" entirely. This is the 
more desirable, because id entity of form with 
a word of banking and fin ancial use, has been 
the prime ca use of limited application of thi s 
term. Th e actua l hi story of the phil a telic 
word " surcharge" is th a t it is th e French 
printing tr ade te rm for "ove rpr int" and 
nothing more. 

L et it also be in th e record that r egu la r 
usage among stamp people throu ghout North 
America 1s to treat th e two words as 
synonym s. 

-Steph en G. R ich 
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UNITED STA TES 

Varieties of the 2c 1883- 1887 

By STEPHE r G. RICH 
Examination of some 500 copies of the 2c 
1883 and th e same quantity of the 2c 1887, 
off and on cove r, some time ago, brought out 
some inte res tin g features not indicated or 
vaguely indicated, by th e handbooks and th e 
spec ialized cata log. If th ese features have 
been found by others, th ey appa rentl y a re 
not ye t repo rted. 

On th e 2c browns of 1883, th e shadings un ­
der th e edges of the shield, above th e words 
"TWO" and "CEN TS" do not fall into th e 
pattern of li stings in th e U. S. Catalog. 

I have not been able to fi nd any copies 
which show only the " horizontal" or "solid " 
shad ing listed in the ca t alog. On th e con­
tra ry, all copies which I have examin ed, show 
horizontal lines of shading ; and a lmost every 
copy clearly printed , shows some tr ace of 
"crossed lines of shad ing." A very few 
copies show th e crossed sh ading quite pl a inly. 

But th e re is a ma rked distinction between 
two groups of th e st amps, in this shad ing. 

T he early copies, as shown by yea r dates 
of cance ll a tions, up to roughly mid - 1885, 
show th e patches of shadi ng under th e shield 
and above "TWO" and "CENTS" co m­
posed of di stinct lines. 

The late r cop ies, begi nning in 1885 and 
becoming all but universa l in 1886, show th e 
shad ing patches with lines much thickened 
and almos t coalescin g. 

This same condition obtains- thickened and 
almos t coalesci ng shad in g in th ese patches­
for all th e g reen 2-cent st amps. 

Furthermore, the characterist ic appear­
ance of " wash etching" is shown on th e 
patches of shading in question. It is not very 
consp icuous on th e ea rly st amps; it is strik­
ingly present on the later ones . On the 
later form , it is quite evident that the deep­
enin g of th e shadow patches h as been se-
152 TH E CO
cured by \\' ash-etchi ng, \\'hich ,,·idened the 
lines and also caused th e a reas bet\\'een them 
to retain so me ink when wiped. 

The contr ast bet\\·een th e shado\\'S and the 
rest of the a reas in which they are situated, 
is fai rly \\' ell concealed by the co lor of the 
ink used , in th e green printings from 1887 on . 

Double transfer o r re-entry seems to oc­
cu r very frequently , most usually on the 
words "TWO" and "CENTS" in th e ea rly 
form. It is clearly seen in such cases . I 
have not ye t. seen it on th e late form, ,,·hether 
in brown o r in g reen. 

From th ese fac ts, I infer that a t some time, 
perhaps late l 88+, th e di e for thi s st amp was 
worked on by etching, producing thi s varia­
tion . C lea rly it is not a mere difference in 
depth of entry, nor a relief break. It is 
really a minor re-eng rav ing of th e die. 

The well-known " nick" va ri ety, in which 
the Jo,,·ermost line of th e sta mp is sha rply 
bent in , close to sou thwest co rn er of numeral 
2, occurs on th e later form onlv, and in both 
colors. 

The change of shad ing does not coi ncide 
with th e period of change of shade among th e 
browns. Specia li sts in this stamp speak of 
the "red br0\n1 " and " orange bro \\·n" peri­
ods. I fi nd bo th shades, as ,,·ell as the "dark 
red bro\\'n " on both forms. 

The preva lence of re-entri es or double 
transfers on th e early form, and their ab­
se nce on the late form , may be ascribed to 
the change in platemaking about 1885. Be­
fore thi s date, \\' e kn ow, thanks to Brazer, 
th a t th e plates we re not case-h a rde ned, and 
mai nta in ed by re-entering of subjects to over­
come ,,·ea r. The introduction of case-hard­
ened pl ates appea rs to co incid e with the ad­
vent of th e second form. 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
COLLECTION * 

By ROBSO N LOWE 
Wh en one \\·rites of "The R oyal Coll ec­
tion " one refers to the rema rkable coll ect ion 
founded by K ing Geo rge V and maintai ned 
by th e late King George VI. 

The co ll ec ti on is housed in some 330 red 
volumes con ta ining the issues up to th e end 
of 1935 and co mpri ses the one formed by 
King George V . His son, th e late King 
George VI , maintai ned th e coll ec tion by add­
ing ce rta in r a rities and pieces th at helped 
complete the studies. In ad dition, a new col­
lec tion was sta rted , w hich filled ove r 40 vol­
um es and in which King George VI included 
the st amps of Great Britain and th e Briti sh 
Commonwe alth iss ued during hi s own reign. 
To di stingui sh this coll ec tion from th at 
formed by hi s father , th e albums hou sin g 
King George Vl's personal coll ection a re 
bound in blue. Th e coll ec tion is res tricted 
to th e st amps issued by Th e British Com­
monwea lth. With th e exception of cer t a in 
r a rities and pieces needed for phil ate lic re­
sea rch, it is r es tricted to unused copies. 

To give th e reader some id ea of th e scope 
of the coll ec tion here is a brief description 
of one co untry , B ermuda. 

The famous Local Provisional s issued by 
Mr. W. B. Perot th e Postmaster of H amil­
ton, and made by adapting impress ions of the 
H amilton date-stamp are represented by three 
copies:-

1d . black on greyish paper dated 18+8 
1d. red on white paper dated 1853 
1d . red on blu e paper dated 185+ 

The first and third of these examples were 
bought in 1922. T he seco nd was one of two 
\d1ich had at one tim e bee n a pair and were 
found in a desk. 

T he first defi niti ve issue that appeared be­
tween 1865 and 1873 printed by Mess rs. 

* The d istributo rs of this book t hroughout the 
United States are H . R. H armer Inc., 32 East 57th 
Street. Ne"· York 22 , and Ca rl E . Peland er, ( Agent 
for Robson I .owe Ltd. ), 5-J5 Fifth Aven ue, New 
York '7· 
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De La Ru e & Co. (F ig. 1) include die proofs 
in bl ack on white glazed card of th e 1d., 2d., 
3d., 6d ., and 1 / - and simil a r die proofs, but 
in th e iss ued co lours of all but th e three­
pence. 

Th e issued st amps are represented by mint 
blocks and most values ove rprinted "S PECI­
MEN " and th e well known variety of the 
1 / - g reen, imperforate between horizontally, 
is shown in a vertical strip of three. (Fig 2) 
All values a re there in imperforate sta te, in­
cluding a pair of the 6d. mauve on cover ad­
dressed in the King's writing to H er Royal 
Highness, th e Princess of W ales, at Sandring-

Fig. 2 
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Fig. 4 

ham and \v as sent by King G eo rge to his 
moth er (later Queen Ad ela ide) when he was 
in Bermud a in December 1890. 

There is a simil a r cove r addressed to th e 
Princess of Wal es at Marlborough House 
and bea ring th e 4d. red-orange issued in 1880. 

The 1874 provi sionals with the surcharge 
"THREE PENCE" in fan cy capitals (F igs. 
4 & 5) include a mint block of the one 
penny, pairs of both types of the r / - and the 
surcha rge in Roman capitals on th e r /- is 
shown in a used strip of three. 

Fig. 5 

The " One P enny" provisionals iss ued m 
1875 include th e 1/ - with inverted surcharge 
used on piece with a current sixpence. 

The issues that follow a re complete in 
mint blocks, mostly corner pieces showing th e 
plate number and there a re many die proofs. 

Of special interes t are two un adopted es­
says for the one farthing stamp in black and 
carmin e mad e by De L a Ru e in 1901, and 
two essays for the "ONE FARTHING" 
surcharge (one of which w as adopted) on the 
1/ - in olive, in yellow and in grey. 

The 1902 Dock type includes a rema rk able 
set of colour tri als of the one penny printed 
from a small plate, imperforate on paper 
watermarked Crown CA. All are in hori-
THE CO
zo nt al pairs with top , right and bottom mar­
gins and th e co lours are marked in manu­
sc ript btiow th e design s and numbered from 
" 1" to "2-t .n 

Coming to more recent years, th ere a re 
two copies of th e 2Y, d. sage-green used on 
CO\'er and carried by the a irship "Los Ange­
les" from Bermuda to Lakehurst, U . S. A. 
and dated April 17, 1925. 

!\ow let us turn th e pages to those stamps 
of neighboring colonies-British Co lumbia & 
Vanco uver I slrwd. 

Th e first stamp was iss ued in 1859, th e 
2.Yz d. There a re two die proofs in black on 
\.\·hite glazed ca rd , one with an outer border. 
There are two imperfo rate co rner pairs 
showing the pl a te number "1" from th e im­
prim atur sheets registered on D ecember 19, 
1859. There a re three other imperforate 
copies, one with a forged cancellation! 

The issued perforated stamp includes a 
block of four and several pairs, one of which 
is marked in ink "Redeemed A. W." The 
initi als are those of A. Watson who was 
Treasurer of Vancouver Island. 

The 1865 Vanco uver I sland 5 and 10 cents 
commence with die proofs of both values in 
black on white glazed ca rd. The ra re im­
perforate 5 cents is represented by two mint 
and one used , and the 1 o cents by a mint 
pair with corner margins as well as two mint 
singles and one used. Both values perforated 
are shown in mint blocks of four. 

The 1865 3d. commences with a set of 
lithographed color trial s made from the first 
die which was subsequently altered. These 
trials are in pale red, pal e yellow-green, buff 
and pale brown. 

Th e second and adopted die proof in black 
on white glazed ca rd is in two states, th e 
first without valu e and taken before the cor­
ners were cleared and the second in th e 
fini shed state. Th e las t is also shown in pale 
blue. 

The 1869 surcha rges on the 3d . a re com­
plete in mint blocks of four, both perfora ted 
12 .Yz and 14. Of the former, only one other 
se t is recorded in blocks of four. There is 
a complete se t overprinted " SPECIMEN," 
one overprinted "CANCELLED" and th e 
50 ce nts is shown imperforate. 

Du ring th e reign of King George V, th e 
K ee per of th e King's Stamps was Sir Edward 
Denny Bacon, M.V.0. , but the latter died in 
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1936 and th e post was filled by the present 
Keeper, Sir J ohn Wilson, C. V. 0., LL.D. 

The lat ter is one of the g re ates t stud ents 
that philately has eve r kn ow n. A collector 
in his O\·\·n right , Sir J ohn 's expert knowl edge 
is not confined to the stamps of the British 
Empire but includes an unu suall y broad field 
of study of the classics issued of a ll cou n­
tries. 

For nearly five years he has been engaged 
in the task of preparing an offic ial history of 
the Royal Collection and this volume was to 
have heen published this Spri ng by th e gra­
cious perm ission of Hi s l\tl ajesty and it will 
be entitl ed " The Roya l Philatelic Coll ect ion." 

Owing to tf.e death of His :Majesty, th e 
publication elate, w hich will be ann ounced in 
th e course of th e nex t fe w weeks, has had to 
he postponed fo r a month o r so. 

The first section of th e boo k deals w ith th e 
hi story and formation of th e coll ec tion and 
of King George V's special t astes and in­
te res ts in co llecting, illustr a ted w ith many 
hith e rto unpubli shed photog r aphs. 

These include specimen pages from th e co l­
lec tion , th e introductory pages of th e spec ial 
presentation volume of th e Canadian Di a­
mond Jubil ee st amps and a se t of th ese fa­
mous issues as mounted and illuminated in 
volume. 

T,.,.o Royal cove rs-one from Queen Vic­
toria to Queen Adelaide, initi all ed by Queen 
Victo ri a, th e oth e r from King George V, then 
Duke of York, to Queen Mary when Prin ­
cess of W ales. 

A prese nt ati on spec imen of the first Trans­
a tl antic postage stamp-th e H awker­
mou ntecl on a card wi th H awker 's signature. 

A Windsor Castl e ca rd bearing autog r aphs 
of J ohn Alcock, pilot and A. Whitten Brown , 
navigator. the fi r t men to car ry air mail 
successfu lly across th e Atlantic Ocean. 

There a re many othe r illu st r ations in this 
sec tion of the book " ·ith some or ig in al draw­
in gs and essays includin g those fo r the Silver 
Jubil ee of I 915 . as we ll as photographs of 
the St amp Room at Buckingh am P alace and 
one of th e book-cases which house th e col­
lectio n- a ll of which se rve to make· th e 
reader of the book fa mili a r with th e setting 
in whi ch th ese Crown J e\ve ls of philately 
are mounted. 

It may be of inte rest to re ad the opening 
paragraphs of the firs t chap ter :-
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"The appraisal of a stamp collection and 
of th e discrimination and ge niu s of th e per­
so n who formed it cann ot be attempted with­
ou t some co nsideration of th e hi story of col­
lecti ng. 

"Curi ously enough , th e hi sto ry of collec t­
ing is very littl e und erstood, as enthusias ts of 
the present clay begin with an accu mulated 
knowledge; they do not bother to spend tim e 
examinin g how that knowledge has been ac­
quired. 

" King Geo rge V's co ll ec tion was largely 
fo rmed during th e second half of th e 19th 
Century. It is , therefore, relevant to g ive a 
very br ief res ume of progress in the fir st 
half of that century. 

"The Ii rst ad hesive postage st amp was is­
sued in Grea t Brita in on 6th May 1840. For 
the nex t 20 yea rs, co ll ec ting was la rgely con­
fined to school-boys and cr anks, with a hand­
ful of se riou s stud ents, and it was not until 
l 862 th at catalogues began to appear. These 
were followed by a lbums and periodicals de­
voted to th e cu lt. The increased interes t nat­
urally gave birth to the dealer. 

" In l 869 the Ii rst phil a telic society was 
formed in London and th e present Royal 
Phil a telic Society, London , with its 865 fel­
lows and members in all pa rts of th e world , 
revea ls how well the original handful of en­
thusiasts built th e foundation of th e Society. 

"For the first forty years of sc ientific study 
of stamps th e re was never any lack of prob­
lems to be solved. Many of th e primitive 
st amps had been engraved on plates by hand 
and, as no engraver can exactly duplicate a 
design, each unit obviously differed. U ntil 
these st amps had been pl ated, no one co uld 
l::e ce rta in that he did not own a forgery. 
Such work took time and co ll abo r ation (in 
l 892 th e pl at in g of th e 3d. Sydney View was 
still bein g co rrected ) but th ese were obvious 
problems and th ey were la rgely solved. T ype­
se t st amps presented simil ar features and 
we re pl a ted in the sa me vvay, and th e details 
of differences in emboss ing dies were care­
fully described. 

" P aper (which involved wate rm a rks) and 
perforations were largely mastered , but very 
little attention was paid to th e less evident 
and more obsc ure points. The knowledge of 
die-produced line-e ngraved plates was ele­
mentary; th e solution of the se ttings of lith o­
graphed st amps, except in th e rel atively few 
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instances where each design was drawn sepa­
rately on th e stone, had hardly been 
touched; the technique of ste reotyped or 
elect rotyped stamps was ve ry littl e und er­
stood . Even Bacon, the g reates t stud ent of 
hi s time, propounded th e th eory in 1892 that 
th e Ca pe of Good Hope iss ue of r861 had 
been lith og raphed , and alth ough he rapidly 
cor rected hi s opinion, it showed a lack of 
mas tery of technique ; as an exa min ation of 
eve n a very few specimens of th ose st amps 
would co nvince any practical printer th a t 
th ey ,,·e re not the product of any fl at printing 
device. 

" Generally, unless conn ected pieces showed 
obviously different types, th ey vve re cut up. 
M ahe reco rd s that his block of nin e red Mer­
curi es co uld only be sold one by one; Grie­
bert similarly dispersed a large piece of th e 
1 /3 gr. of Oldenburg; and th e strip of four 
4d. Ceylon in th e Tapling Collection has had 
to be rejoin ed, as the dea le r who had it im­
med iately broke it into four fine singles. 
The albums of th e time (especially th e ea rli ­
es t albums) of cou rse contributed to thi s 
vandalism, as the object th en was to pack as 
many different designs and colours on to one 
page as was possible. 

" All th e leading ea rly collectors se t the 
fashion for th e unu sed st amp. The g re at ob­
ject was to have everything unu sed in all 
possible shades of colour. The ac tu al beauty 
of th e specimens was desirab le but it was bet­
ter to h ave the stamp, however indiffe rent , 
th an not have it ; and small defects such as a 
thinning, a st ain or a little tea r hard ly af­
fected th e va lu ation at all. 

"The mai n emphasis was on rarity. All 
the ea rl y ex hibitions featured and emph as ized 
r a re st amps and in th e collections of th e 
tim e generally far less attention was paid to 
th e qu ality o r co mpleten ess of th e less valued 
specimens. It was ha rdly possible ei th e r, to 
have too much of a good thing, and th ere 
would be rows of rarer stamps which wo uld 
simply be looked upon today as needless 
dup lication and bloat ing." 

Then fo llows th e Ca ta logue of th e collec­
tion in which eve ry essay, proof, piece and 
sta mp is described and , as w ill be seen from 
the proof pages every item of importance to 
th e phil atelic stud ent is described with con­
sid erable detail. 

There are 48 monochrom e lithographic 
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pla tes illustrating th e Catalogue and consist­
ing of 16 plates of Great Britain and P os­
sessions in Europe, 8 of British No rth Ameri­
ca and th e W est Indies, 8 of Africa, 8 of 
A sia, and 8 of Australia. 

There are a lso 12 colour plates. More 
th an forty co lours are used in ce rt ain of th ese 
plates which illu st r ate, with exceptional 
bea uty and accuracy some of th e finest and 
rarest exa mpl es in th e collection. The U nited 
States Treasury Department has lifted its 
ban on colou red reproduction of postage 
st amps so th at coll ecto rs in th e U nited States 
may be able to possess this unique volume. 

And now for a word on th e production of 
th e book. The full binding is in red N ige r 
morocco and , as will be seen in th e photo­
graph , th e front of th e binding will ca rry th e 
Roya l Arms in gold. The size of th e volume 
is q inches by 12 inches and th e re are ap­
proximately 550 pages. 

It is possible th at I have sou nd ed too en­
thu sias tic about a mere book, but th e re is 
nothing th at I have told yo u th at is not fac tu­
al. To th ose co ll ecto rs like myself , for whom 
knowledge and philatelic appreciation far out­
weigh th e pride of possession, thi s volume is 
going to provid e a perm anent so urce of infor­
mation and enjoyment. 

I r ealise that eve n all those who can affo rd 
to buy such a work will be un able to possess 
a copy ow ing to th e limited edition, but I 
believe th a t th e re w ill be sufficient so th at 
all th e la rger soc iet ies and libraries wi ll be 
able to obtai n a copy for their members. I 
only hope th at th e oth er type of coll ector­
th e lover of books that are both beautiful 
and r a re-will not have his enthusiasm so 
aroused that philatelists will find undu e co m­
petition from another hobby. 

Since the wa r, se lected pages of the Roya l 
Collection have been shown at Inte rn ational 
Exhibitions in New York, P ar is, Brussels, 
London , l\/I elbourne, Toronto and , during 
1952, other parts of the collect ion wi ll be 
shown at Cape Town and probably at some 
of the 1952 European Exhibitions. 

Kin g Geo rge V I co ntinu ed the happy cus­
tom estab lished by hi s fa th er, King Geo rge 
V , th a t the fi rst fix tu re in each season in the 
program of th e Royal Phil atelic Society is 
th e di sp lay of a co untry fr om th e R oyal Col­
lecti on. 
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Meeting of January 16, 1952 

" G ems From Our Library" 

The program was under the direc tion of 
Mr. Julian F. Gros, C hai rm an of the Library 
Committee. 

Mr. Gros briefly discussed th e o rig in of 
our libr a ry, pointing out th a t its present 
sta tu s was based upon the g reat labo r of 
such farseeing men as th e la te Dr. ]. Brace 
Chittenden, J oseph S. Rich and Alfred F. 
Lichtenstei n. Mr. Theodo re E. Steinway is 
also one of the g reat benefactors of th e li­
brary. It was through Mr. Steinway's gene r­
osity th at th e extensive phil a telic libra ry of th e 
emin ent Au strian Juris t , Dr. Victor Suppant­
schitsch, was purchased a nd donated to the 
Collectors Club. This acqui sition placed ours 
among th e world's greatest philatelic libr a ries, 
m aking it ce rtainly th e finest in th e W es te rn 
H emi sphere . Constant additions and gener­
ous donations have kep t it in th e fo refront. 

The lib ra ry is one of th e m a in cornerstones 
of th e C lub , being a rend ezvo us for stud ents, 
research worke rs, and anyone who seeks 
philatelic infor m ation. No worthwhile phila­
telic literature is produced today th at does 
not in some w ay ow e something to our libr a ry. 

In add ition to a m agnifice nt range of phila­
telic literature, the libra ry has many objects 
of philatelic interest. Among th em 1r. Gros 
displayed a clay tabl e t and envelope from 
Babyloni a with cu neiform charac te rs. This 
\\'as a gift of Dr. C lare nce W . Brazer. 

In orde r to give some insight into th e trea­
sures on th e shelves , eve r al members di s­
played and spoke abou t a numbe r of th e 
outstanding books, some of th em among th e 
r ar ities of philatelic lite r atu re. 

Mr. JV/ alcol111 O 'R eilly showed th e famous 
m aste rpiece by th e la te Mr. A. M. Tracey 
W ood \\' a rd on the " P os t age Stamps of J apan 
and Dependencies." Mr. O 'R eilly pointed 
ou t th a t this m agnifice nt work was not only 
a phil ate lic treasure, but also an outstanding 
ex ample of the printer's and bookbinder's a rt . 

* Thi s ne w titl e replaces th at C. C. P. feat ure 
pre \· io us ly cal led "The Sec re tar y 's Pa ge" because it is 
a far more ind ica ti ve nam e. 
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Th e edition w as limited to 100 copies, repre­
se nting a life time of work by the a uthor. Mr. 
Woodw ard had traveled aro und the world 
severa l times gathering and studying m aterial 
for hi s book. Th e illustrations are magnifi­
ce nt and there are numerous fine line sketches 
of the varieties which occur on the various 
plates of th e ea rly Jap anese stamps. 

Mr . Edwin E . Elkins told of th e great col­
lec tion of cat alog ues in the library. Taking 
seve ra l of the edition s of the 1870s, he com­
pared th e li stings and pricing in the early 
days with those of the present. The contrast 
proved s t a rtling in every way. 

The nex t book discussed was Ala n D. 
Stevenson's m agnificent work, "The Triangu­
la r Stamps of th e Cape of Good Hope. " This 
book , which has been awarded th e Crawford 
Medal, was published in 1950, being the 
cu lmin ation of a brilliant piece of philatelic 
resea rch. Mr. Steph en G. Rich, ably en­
lightened the membe rs present by showing 
how Mr. Stevenson app lied hi s engin ee ring 
training not only to phil a telic problems but 
to the proper ex position of such a work. Out­
st anding a mong th e lin e drawings a re those 
on page 37 showing th e evolution of the 
st amps from th e m as ter die to th e pl a te . 
Other di ag rams s uch as those showing th e 
norm al and abnormal a rr angement of the 
waterma rks w e re a lso pointed out by Mr. 
Rich. The book is also notewo rthy in the 
profusion of magnificent ha lf tones and color 
plates which m ake it so easy to follow the 
text. Mr. Rich modestl y refrai ned from 
mentioning his contribution to Mr. Steven­
son's g rea t study. 

Befo re concluding, Mr. Rich r efe rred to 
anoth er work in th e libr a ry, Tiffany's famous 
book on " th e nited States Stamps," which 
prior to Luff's work was th e s t and a rd book 
fo r our cou ntry's sta mps. The copy th at Mr. 
Rich displayed was th e one presented to the 
libra ry by him . This fo rm e rl y belonged to 
his father , th e late Joseph S. Rich , (one of 
the C lub 's g rea t benefactors) who had illus­
t ra ted it in many cases by th e actu al st amps 
discussed. 

Following Mr. Rich , Dr. George Cam­
nitzer discussed two outs tand ing works by 
Ge rm an philatelis ts. The fir st is " th e Gros-
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se r Ganz sachen Catalogue," edited by Dr. 
A scher, published in 1925. This is th e most 
auth orita tive wo rk on th e w orld 's po.st al 
st ati onery ever compiled, r epresenting one of 
th e g reates t catalogues of all time. It is now 
a ve ry r a re work. 

The second book shown by Dr. Camnitzer 
w as Dr. Friedeman 's encyclopaedic wo rk on 
" th e Stamps of th e G erm an P ost Office 
Abroad and th e Coloni al I ss ues." This won­
de rful book, which was published in 1921 , is 
th e auth ority for th e collecto rs of this g roup 
of materi al. This also is now a r a re book. 

It seems ha rdly necessa ry to guess th at th e 
disc ussion of any books on Ind ia and Russ ia 
would be by Mr. H . D . S . Haverb eck, the 
enthusiastic and able stud ent of th ese coun­
tri es, also a member of th e E xpert Committee 
of th e Phil atelic Found ation . 

Th e fund amental book for any stud ent of 
th e st amps of Indi a is the " P ostage and Tele­
g raph Stamps of Briti sh India" by H ausberg, 
Wilson and Crofton , published by th e Phil a­
telic Society of Indi a in 1907. M r. H aver­
beck pointed out that Indi an phil a telists a re 
pa rticul a rly fortun ate because one of th e 
keenest stud ents of Briti sh Indi an st amps at 
th e time of the writing of this book w as Sir 
C harles Stewart Wilson , th e P ostm as te r 
G eneral of Indi a. Thus official reco rd s have 
been made available to phil ateli sts which 
might oth erwi se not have been. 

In refe rring to th e book " J amm a and 
K ashm ir Simplified " by E . A . Smythi es and 
L. E . D awso n, also publi shed by th e Phil a­
telic Society of Indi a ( 1937), Mr. H ave r­
beck pointed out wh at a fasc in a ting field this 
is and how at th e turn of th e century some 
of th e g reates t philateli sts turn ed th eir at­
tention to th e st amps of this st ate. No one 
can collect J ammu and K ashmir with out this 
small but succinct book. 

In conclu sion Mr. H averbeck mentioned a 
book which is an example of ca refu l stu dy 
on a small but inte res ting group of st amps, 
th ose of th e st ate of J aipur. In 1924 Mr. 
J . R . M. Albrecht w rote thi s. Also thi s is 
now r a re, but essenti al to any stud ent of 
these stamps. 

In th e nex t speaker , th e C lub welcomed a 
newcomer to memb ership , one wh ose chi ef 
phil atelic inte res t happens to be in its lite r a­
tu re . Mr . A. Applet on L ane introduced hi s 
subj ect by pointing out th at just as th e col-
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lector fi nds th e st am ps of th e wo rld too vas t 
a fie ld , and th e refo re must limit hi s inte res t 
to ce rt ain groups, so does th e philatelic l it­
e ra teu r. T o emph as ize his point he dis­
pl ayed only th e books from th e libra ry which 
have been awa rd ed th e C rawford M edal by 
th e R oyal Phil atelic Society, L ondon. M r. 
L ane gave a bri ef history of th e institut ion of 
this medal and th e conditions of its being 
awa rd ed. H e pointed out th a t it had been 
av.:a rd ed only 27 times in 32 years. F ur­
th e rm ore, he was pro ud to say th at th e g reat 
majority of th ose who we re awa rd ed th e 
C rawfo rd Medal we re members of th e C ol­
lecto rs C lub at th e time they received th e 
aw a rd , and th at of th e six U nited States 
aw a rd s every winner w as or still is a mem­
ber of th e C lub. Mr. L ane had time only to 
bri efly mention each book. H e w as pleased 
to fi nd th at th e C lub's libra ry has eve ry 
book which had been awa rd ed thi s coveted 
medal. 

The fin al speaker of th e evening was Mr. 
rf/ inthr op S. B oggs, who summ arized w h at 
th e previous speakers had said and then went 
on to discuss th e hi sto ry of phila telic lite r a­
ture in gener al, illus trating his rema rks by 
exa mples of some of the rarities in our li ­
brary. Mr. Boggs' speech w as so enlighten­
ing th a t we have asked him to prepare an 
a rticle on th e subj ect of The History of 
Phil a telic Lite ra ture as shown fr om items in 
th e Collecto rs C lub libra ry, request ing th at 
he place in w ritin g th e fasci na ting story 
which only th ose present had th e opportunity 
to hea r. Every one prese nt was inspired by 
M r. Boggs' present ation, little realiz ing how 
th e importance and pres tige of philat ely is 
demonst ra ted in its lite rature. 

W . S. B ., H. M . G. 

Mee ting of Februa ry 6, 1952 

Govern ors Exhibits 

A tota l of 52 gentl emen and 7 ladies were 
prese nt at th e fo urth 1952 meeting: Mem­
be rs.-Mess rs. Ad le r, Baker, B a rovick, Ba r­
rett, Boker , Boutrelle, Booy, B raze r, Britt, 
S. Brown, Cabot, Camnitze r, Co rin , Glase r, 
Gl aenze r, Gros, G rosse, H averbeck, Higgins, 
Hoffman, K aise r , Kohn , L ane, Lichtenstein , 
Lindenberg, Conn or, O 'Reilly, Philhower , 
M ajo r Phillips, R ankin , Rich, Ritter , Rubel, 
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S. I. Shure of Chicago, Tilson, Tripet, Col. 
Woodward , Wray, Mrs. Florence 0. Brown, 
Mrs. Ehrenberg, Mrs. M. C. Hoffman, and 
l'v1 rs. Lee. Among the guests present were 
Dr. Reed, and Mr. F . W. Thomas of Eng­
land , a member of the Manchester Phila­
telic Society. 

Immed ia tely following the opening of th e 
mee ting by Pres id ent Jacob S. Glaser, lVIr. 
J ohn J. Britt, in hi s capacity as President of 
the Aero Phil atelis ts, presented to Mr. Juli an 
Gros of the C lub Library Committee, a 
bound volume of the " Aero Pltilatelists 
N nus," Volumes 1-5, 19+6-50, as a gift to 
th e Collectors Club. 

lVIr. Glaser then introduced Mr. Richard 
S. Bohn who acted as Master of Ceremonies. 
Mr. Bohn, genially presented in th e order 
named , the following Governors, each of 
whom exhibited some part of hi s collection: 

A1r. loltn J. Britt exhibited two frames of 
proofs of air mail overprints, of interest and 
va lu e as refe rence material for se ttings and 
sizes. Bulgari a, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, 
Ecuador, Nicaragua , Pan ama , Portugal , and 
Spain ,,..,.ere represented. 

A1r. Oscar R. Licltt enst ein th en showed 
three frames of lVI exican Air Mails, a very 
complete coll ection including nea rly a ll known 
errors . 

Mr. l ulian Gros presented the most un­
usual feature of th e evening in exhibiting 
one of th e heav iest pieces of philatelic in­
teres t known. This consisted of a beauti ­
fully bound Prese nt ation Volume of Essays 
and Proofs of eve ry public and private United 
States R evenue Stamp up to 1874. All of 
th ese st amps we re produced by Joseph R. 
Carpenter & Co. This mu se um piece w ith 
a ll of its heavy pages, gilt-edged and with 
ste rling silver clasps, was presented on 
Janu a ry 7, 187+, to George S. Boutwell , 
Secretary of th e Treasury of the United 
States at that time . Small format proofs of 
the Government iss ues were in blocks of four, 
inter med iate sizes were in pairs, the large 
sizes and a ll of the Private Proprieta ry 
Match and Medicine stamps were in single 
cop ies. Includ ed was the approved design of 
the $sooo Inte rn al Revenue, should there 
have been any demand for such a value. A s 
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the demand never materialized it was never 
iss ued. 

~fr. Harrison D . S. Haverb eck showed 
approximately two and a half fr ames of mis­
cellany, explaining th at it represented a cross­
section of his philatelic interests. These in­
cluded such eso teric items as Tannu Tuva, 
Mongolia, Formosa, Black Flags, Morocco 
Loca ls, Tibet, Yemen, Siam, Hejaz, ejd, 
China, Nepal and Indian Native States, as 
well as a small study of Brazilian Santos 
Dumont air mails , and "phantom" countries 
-places which actu ally physically exist, but 
for which th ere was neve r any official rea­
son for issuing stamps except in the minds of 
the pioneer-type romanticists , who actually 
believed th a t they were empire builders. 

Following this, Mr. Jacob S. Glas er ex­
hibited two fr ames of proofs from Bolivar, 
Department of Colombia. 

Mr. Sidn ey F. Barrett presented two 
frame s of miscellaneous oddities which he 
accumul ated over the course of his many 
yea rs in stamp dealing, items belonging to a 
"client" and therefore not for sale. While 
of little intrinsic value these were unu sual 
and interesting. 

Mr. lif/illiam R . Rankin displayed two 
frames of Hong covers from China, 1880 
to 1911, these being private Local Posts in 
that fascinating oriental land. Practically 
all were stampless, the distinguishing fea­
tures being the study of the "chop" which 
indicated routes, companies and locations. 

Dr. George Camnitzrr exhibited two 
frame s of Cameroons, including several rari­
ties from thi s former German Colony. 

Mr. Step/ten G. Riclt showed four frames 
of his father's (Joseph S. Rich) Collection of 
United States Postage Stamps, all nineteenth 
century, featuring home-made pages, some 
decoration , some very beautiful early items, 
including covers , New York, Providence, 
Baltimore Semi-Officials 1847s, 1851 s, includ ­
ing a used block of eleven of the 14 1869s 
complete, many grills , th e Columbians com­
plete, all in very good condition , with each 
item mounted on a white ca rd . Aside from 
merely being nice stamps, the display was of 
interest to the modern collector because it 
showed the ide as a nineteenth century col­
lector had in the matter of mounting and 
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a rranging. Mr. Joseph Rich was a fo rmer 
Pres id ent of th e Collectors C lub, so the Col­
lection is held " as is" by hi s son, in th e 
father's memory. 

E. G . Corin. 

Th e Meeting of February 20 

Falkland I slands 

The topic of th e meeting was a display and 
talk on th e st amps of th e Falkland I sland s 
by Mr . D onald M. Steele of Philadelphi a. 
Mr. Steele showed a competent collec tion 
which was practically co mpl ete with th e ex­
ception of the early franks. Among the high­
lights was a line copy of th e South Georgi a 
Provision al, forty-two copies of the £1 Cen­
ten a ry out of I 27 copies sold , several interest­
ing usages of the bi-sected stamps on covers 
and a line postca rd of the German South 
Pole Expedition. 

It w as quite pleasing to be able to examine 
th e pages of th e collection at close qu arte rs 
while th e speaker was describing th em. Mr. 
Steele had encased the pages of his displ ay 
collection in tr ansparent pl as tic cove rs so as 
to be passed from hand to h and during th e 
lecture. This is helpful to th e audience, hav­
in g been done at th e Club only once before. 

Mr. Steele, being a competent speaker, 
ca rri ed th e interest of his au dience along by 
a se ries of anecdotes and stories conn ected 
with th e subject of th e design. His adven­
tures in acquiring cove rs from th e Falkland 
Island s showed signs of genuine perseve r ance, 
proving that commercial mail from th e re is 
almost impossible to obtain and even phila­
telic covers are extremely hard to sec ure, 
leaving the impression th at many Falkland 
Island stamps were not prima rily iss ued for 
postal purposes. 

H.D.S.H. 

Meeting of March 5, 1952 

V nzez 11P!a 

Th e fifth mee ting of J 952 was presided 
over by Vice Presid ent J ohn J. Britt, in th e 
absence of Mr. J acob S. Glaser, the presi­
dent, w ho was absent due to illness. Be­
cause of th e na ture of Mr. Glaser's ailment 
which w ill require a period of time for re-
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cove ry, it was resolved to send him on behalf 
of th e Club our bes t wishes for a speedy r e­
turn to good he alth . 

A new Collector's C lub handbook was dis­
played for th e first time. It is th e CUMU­
LATIVE I N DEX of T HE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST co mpiled by Mr. Roland 
King-Fa rlow. This was reprinted from Vol. 
X XX I , No . I . As shown and announced by 
Mr. Henry M. Goodkind , the edi tor , this 
limited edition is avail able for di stribution a t 
$ I .oo per copy. 

Lt. G eneral Co rneliu s W . ftVickersham 
was th e ex hibitor of th e eve nin g and dis­
pl ayed po rtion s of hi s V r11ez 11 rla collection 
not prev iously shown. 

His fir st six fr ames consisted of a wide 
range of Venezuela's ea rly postal hi story as 
shown by an ex tensive co llec tion of st amp­
less cove rs. Th e General was quite modest 
in hi s detailed t alk on this mate ri al, admit­
ting that much information and explanations 
for postm a rks and r ate marks a re as ye t un­
known. THE COLLECTORS C LUB PHI LAT­
ELIST has been hon ored to have had th e privi­
lege of running most of General Wicke r­
sham 's studies on Venezuela and he h as 
promised th a t hi s nex t article will cover this 
st ampl ess pe riod , expla ining exactly \vh at is 
known or unknown. Several interes ting cov­
e rs shown were hit with th e Briti sh-French 
Accou ntin g Mark which w as described in 
Vol. XXX, page 55 of thi s journ al. 

The second portion of the exhibit was de­
voted to cancell a tions o f Venezuela used 
upon French , British or Private Steamship 
Co mp anies ' st amps. The audience's atten­
tion was called to what th e speake r consid­
ered an ex tremely sca rce cancel. This is a 
la rge double circle and crown appli ed to th e 
British issues of th e midd le 19 th century. 

The final part of General Wicke rsham 's 
display was devoted to th e interes tin g Large 
and Small Guayana Issu es of 1903. This 
cove red th e same ground as th e a rticles w hich 
appeared in thi s magaz in e on th ese st amps. 
Beca use General Wickersh am was th e au th or, 
one need only r efe r to THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILAT ELIST , Vol. XXX, No. 6, page 
335 ff. and Vol. XXXI , No. I , page 47 ff. 
for th e information on th ese. 

As usual, when General Wicke rsham 
comes befo re us, the a ttend ance was large 
and the audien ce fo ll owed close ly th e speak-
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er's remarks until th e very end of a long but 
philatelically interes ting session. It might be 
question ed whether th e program would have 
grea tly interes ted th e run-of-th e-mill col­
lector, but th ose present considered it a ge nu ­
ine phil atelic delight. This was evidenced by 
th e prolonged applause heard when th e 
speaker concluded. 

H.M. G. 

Meeting of March 19th , 1952 

20th Century United States 

This meeting was opened by J ohn J. 
Britt, Vice President, who conveyed greetings 
from President J acob G laser , sti ll ill. Mr. 
Britt int roduced two visitors, Dr. Gerhard 
H enkel of Berlin , Ge rm any, Pres id ent of th e 
Berlin Philatelic C lub and Mr. R aiss ler of 
New York. 

l\llr. Edwin E lkins, th e Program Directo r , 
then introduced Mr. H award Lederer, w ho 
was in charge of this meeting. H e showed 
six frames of th e ea rli er 20th Ce ntury Com­
memorative material, including just a few 
freak printings fro m his famous Harding col­
lecti on, a lso Pan-Americans , and finally Lin­
coln , H udso n-Fu lton and A laska-Yukon 
1909 Commemora tives . 

]l!fr. H enry M. Goodkind showed a frame 
of the 1930 G raf Zeppelin stamps on covers, 
introducing th em as th e "trouble-makers," 
because eve r since they became scarce, every 
profit-mi nded accumula tor of mint shee ts in 
th e country looks upon them as the classic 
exa mple of how to make money. This, of 
course, is not philately. Mr. Good kin d then 
proceeded by reference to his cove rs to ex­
plain the postal rates used , and the reason fo r 
each denomination . 

Mr. Stephen G. Rich demonstra ted his 
amazing abi lity to make something out of 
practically nothing, by showing two frames of 
th e 1922-36 coils, ga rnered from his own 
business cor respond ence, show in g how a fasci­
nating study can be made with more or less 
commonplace st am ps. 

D r . Clarence J;V. Brazer spoke abo ut his 
two fram es of scarce 20th Century proofs, 
and then enl a rged upon his th eme by going 
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th rough one album conta ining a wide range 
of simil ar material, detailing each page w ith 
some personal anecdotes and his own inti­
mate personal knowled ge of the material, 
explaining how proofs come on th e philatelic 
market. 

Due to th e time consu med by th e previous 
speaker, th e las t two ex hibitors spoke only 
briefly about th e materi al in their frames. 

Mr. Elk ins showed three fram es of early 
20th Century lmperfs. in blocks, and Mr. 
Jul ian F. Gros showed us how he collects 
th e Louisiana Purchase issue, t aking two 
frames to cover th e five st amps issued. 

This was a popul ar meeting, thoroughly 
enjoyed by the forty-one members present , 
including two ladi es who had braved th e in­
clement weather in o rd er to attend. 

E.G. Corin. 

At the meetin gs of th e Boa rd of Govern­
ors held February 27th and March 26th, 
1952, the fo ll ovv ing new members we re 
elected: 

No. 

2977 E lliot G. Co rin , G len Ridge, N. J. Col­
lects Sou th and Centra l America. 

2978 H erman Sel tzer, Whites tone, N. Y. 
Coll ects U. S. Airmail & Zeppelin 
Flights. 

2979 A rthur I. H eim , A lbertson, N. Y. Col­
lects Congo ( Belgian ). 

2980 H arry A. Holman, New York , Collects 
Airmail. 

298 1 Emanuel M. R eggel, New York. Col­
lects Briti sh Colonies. 

2982 R alph D. H eim, Gettysburg, P a. Col­
lect s Briti sh Colonies. 

2983 Lt. Col. Ben W. Covington , Jr. , Fort 
Knox, K y. Collects U nited States, 
Scandinavia & Fin land , Belgium, Neth­
e rl and s and Colonies. 

2984 L. W. Christenson, C leveland Heights, 
Ohio . Collects J apan. 

2985 Theodore H . P arker , H ar tford , Conn. 
Collects Classics on cover only. 

2986 R . B. K eusch, D ayton, Ohio. Collects 
Briti sh Colonies ( King George VI), 
P ostal History, Literature. 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 

SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 
MAY AND JUNE, 1952 

May 21 - Posta l His tory, by Postal Hi story 
Soc iety-M r. Charles F. Meroni 
in cha rge . 

June 4--Club Competition- ·Members to 
show 20 pages from their col­
lections. 

SUMMER RECESS DURING 
JULY AND AUGUST. 
2987 Elmer J. Huber, Joliet, Ill. General 
Collector. 

2988 Carroll T. Sinclair, Pittsburgh, P a. 
Collects United States, including Essays, 
Proofs and Locals. 

2989 Anthony Mendo, Brooklyn, N. Y. Col­
lec ts It aly, U. S. , Egypt, Vatican Ci ty. 

2990 Neil A. Campbell, Richmond , Calif. 
Coll ects Tibet, China, Germany, Gen­
eral. 

2991 C laud e M. Hiberly, Tacoma, Wash. 
Coll ects Covers and Postal History. 

2992 Alfred J. Hill el, New York. Collects 
Brazil , Latin America. 

2993 A. Swoboda, Ridgefield P ark, N. J . 
Collects O ld German States, Vineta 
I ss ues, Marshall Islands. 

2994 C harl es Ne idorf, New York. Collects 
France and French North Africa 
(French Morocco, Algeria and Tu­
ni sia). 

2995 

2996 

2997 

2999 

3000 

3001 

3002 

3003 

Willi am N. Salomon, Hempstead, 
N. Y. Co ll ects U . S. , G. B. , and in­
terested in Scientific Philately. 
J. L. P atterson, C harl otte, N. C. Col­
lects U nited States, Great Britain and 
British America. 
C harl es W. Dougan , G lendale, Cali f. 
Coll ects Tibet, C hin a and Chinese 
Treaty P ort Locals . 
Sherman Trowbridge Leavitt, San Ma­
rino, Cal. Coll ects U . S. 19th Cen­
tury. 
Austin H. Brown, Indian apoli s, Ind . 
Coll ects 19th Century U. S., Proofs. 
Frank M. Cowen, Ph.D., Norwalk, 
Conn. Collects Indi a and St ates. 
J no. G. Schleich, Jr. , Greenwood Lake, 
N. Y. Coll ects South America, used 
only. 
D avid L. McVickar, M .D., Sant a 
Monica, Cal. Collects P ers ia, Hejaz 
and Ne jd only. 
H enry H . C lifford, P asadena, Calif. 
Collects Wes tern Covers, primarily 
W es tern Express. 

3004 Clifford M . Gould, Kenm ore, N. Y. 
Collects United States 19th Century, 
Briti sh America. 

3005 Ivor G r iffiths, Venezuela, S. A. Col­
lects Briti sh Colonies. 

3006 Lionel Edward Dawson, Dublin, Ire­
land. Collects Indi a and Indi an Feuda­
tory States. 
THE CO
The L ibrary Committee reports th e acqui­
sition of th e following: 

" Royal Mail" by F. George K ay 1951. 
"T echniqu es in Phil ately" by Bert Baker 

1952. 
"K atalog der Z entr albibl io th ek des Verbandes 

schweize rischer Phil ateli stenvereine," by 
Genera ldirektion PTT. 

"A Highway in to Stamp Coll ecting" by 
Stephen G . Rich 19+3. 

"S tanl ey Gibbons ' Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1952, P art II , Foreign Countries, Eur­
ope and Coloni es." 

"A rgent ine-L'emission de Timbres-poste 
Riv adavia 186+-1872" by J ean J acma rt. 

"Catalogue des Preos d'Europe" by Jean 
Lepingle 195 1. 

" British Army Field Post Offices 1939-1950" 
by Col. G. R. Cro uch and Norman H ill. 

"Les Timbres de J ou rn aux de France et leurs 
Obliterat ions 1850-1908" in French by 
Gilbert Noe l. G ift of W. S. Boggs. 

"Catalogue des Marques Postales et Obli t­
erations d'Algerie 1830-1876" by Cr. ab 
de r H alden & E. H. de Bea ufo nd, P aris 
19+9. Gift of W . S. Boggs. 

"Le 20 Ce ntim es non dentele de !'Empire au 
Type Primitif (d it "Tyle i") . Gift of 
W . S. Boggs. 

" Stanley Gibbons Ca talogue U nited States 
Postage Stamps 1952." 

"Specialized Ca talogue of the Postage Stamps 
of P ales tin e" by Paul P. Lindenberg. 

"Th e Postmarks of Aden- P osta l Marki ngs 
1839-1939" by M. H. R obertshaw. Gif t 
of A. H. Higgins. 

"Les Timbres de Roumania des Emissions de 
1872 a 1879" by Eduardo Cohen. Lisbon 
1952. 
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BOOK RE V I E W S 

A Stam p Collec t ors' Ency clopcedia, compiled 
by R. J. Sutton. Published 195 1, Hutchin son 
T echnical Publications. 263 pp. C loth 
bound. Price 12/ 6. 

The expression on any Englishm an's face 
would be someth ing to study if he read th e 
fo llowing: " Victoria : One of the 48 st ates 
in Austr ali a, named after a fam ed movi e 
actress of th e 19 th century." But such ludi­
crous fa ncy is exactly what is fou nd th ro ugh­
out thi s so-call ed encyclop~di a, one of Brit­
ain 's poorer contributi ons to phil atelic knowl­
edge . T he abj ect ignorance frequ ently dis­
played in this book is unbelievable. W e fail 
to unde rst and how it could have found its 
way into pr int w ith out co rrection. Fo r one 
to a ttempt to compile an encyclopaedia w ith 
so l ittle phil atelic, historical and geogr aphi­
cal knowledge is beyond our comprehension. 
T here a re so many inst ances th a t we co uld 
clutte r up pages of thi s magaz ine w ith spe­
cific quotations. So all ow us to present fi r st 
a few samples re lating to U nited States 
phil ately. 

" l\il ad ison: Wisconsin , U. S. A . One of 
th e Confedera te 'P ostm as ter s' iss ues of th e 
American C ivi l W ar came fro m this ci ty." 

" Millbury: Massachusetts, U. S. A. One 
of th e r are r Co nfede r ate 'P ostm as ters' w as 
issued here during th e A merican C ivil W ar." 

" Sherm ack P erfo ra tions: A di amond square 
perfo r ating in use in th e U. S. A." 

Now let us examin e a few exampl es on an 
intern ati onal scale:-

"Afghanis t an:* * * A ll its stamps were 
impe r fo r ate fr om the fi r st issues of 1909 to 
those of 1927." 

"South Amer ica : T he contin ent- inclu sive 
of th e Centr al St ates * * * of th e fol ­
low ing pas t and present r epublics : Argentin a, 
Bolivi a, Brazil , Colombi a, Chile, Co rrientes, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador , Granada Confe der a­
t ion , Guatemala, H onduras, M exico, N ica­
ragua, P anama, P aragu ay, P eru , Salvad or, 
U ruguay and V enezuel a." (Italics a re ours.) 
So M exico is in th e continent of South 
America. And w h at happened to F rench and 
Dutch Gui ana- were th ey ceded to the 
F alkl and I slands? 
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And finally w e shall quote on general 
phil ately: 

"M ini ature Sh eets: T erm applied to a 
single st amp- usually printed w ith very 
wid e margins-or a small block of st amps 
with exagge r ated ma rgins, and sold at a 
premium as souv enirs. They a re specul a­
tive iss ues with no tru e post al value or pur­
pose." W e are not M ini ature Sheet " lover s" 
but ce rtainly all of th e United States sheets 
were sold at face valu e and fr anked mail. 
Anoth er error on this topic in thi s book is 
th e fa ilure to defin e th e difference between a 
M ini ature and a Souve nir Sheet , th is la tter 
being ignored entirely. 

Omissions f ro m thi s book a re too numerous 
to cite. F or in st ance, (and forge tting the 
ignor ance about th e U nited States P ostm as ter 
Provisionals), th e Ann apolis, M d. item is not 
included . No r is th is just confin ed to non­
B ritish matter s. U nd er Newfoundl and , only 
th e H aw ker air mail st amp is defin ed but not 
th e almost equ ally famous Alcock-Brow n, 
D e Pinedo o r Columbi a issues. Also many 
gener al phil atelic and printing terms are 
not given e.g. " printer 's waste," which is our 
genera l op inion of thi s masqu er ade fo r an 
encyclop~di a. 

H . M . G. 

Brit ish Army F ield P ost Offices 1939- 1950: 
L ocat ions and Assignm ents. By Col. G. R. 
Cro uch and No rm an H ill. New York, 1951, 
L AV A , 11 2 pp., paper , $2.75. 

This handbook, picturing the various types 
of markings, li sting th em by th eatres of wa r 
and by numbers, w ith dates of use where 
pr ac ticable, w ill probably become a necessity 
fo r any stud ent of th e Second World W ar 
military m ail. A s w ith most h andbooks 
which consist basally of lists, th e system in­
volved h as to be mas tered. This r eviewer 
noted w ith interes t special articl es on the 
Travelling P ost Offices of B. 0 . A. R ., and 
on th e British Army offices se rving troops of 
oth er countries. U nd oubtedly future discov­
eri es and research w ill fill in many a gap; 
but meanw hile this h andbook quite ad equ ately 
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r epo rts what we know. This reviewe r , not 
collecting in thi s fie ld , cann ot say if any er ­
rors, typog raph ical o r oth e rw ise , h ave slipped 
in; but as no wo rd of such h as appeared in 
other journals, evidently th e erro rs a re few 
or inconsequenti al. 

S. G. R. 

The Cos ta Rica Philatelist (a Monthly pub­
lication fo r Costa Rican Specia li sts) . Mime­
ographed in pamphl et form 8,0" by II" 

with a cove r page, no back-Volume I , um­
ber I , dated Ma rch 1952. Ed ited by H. D. 
Mitchell, Publi sher W. P . S. H all , 327 Win­
throp Street, W ashington 20, D. C. 11 pp . 

P ages one and two present th e edi tori al 
section , introducing th e publication and ex­
plainin g some of th e a ims of th e ed itor. 

Pages three, four and five a re given to a 
fine a rticle on Postal History of th e country 
as refl ec ted in " D ec rees" and " Resoluti ons" 
-official not ices of th e issuing and authoriza­
tions for issuing postage stamps. This co uld 
we ll be expand ed. 

P age six and half of page seven discuss 
prices r ealized at recent auctions for Cos ta 
Rican lots. The balance of page seven r e­
quests help in ob tai ning access to materi al for 
railway cancell a ti ons of Costa Rica. 

Two pages of bibliog raphy of lite r a tu re in 
E nglish abou t Costa Rica, and an article on 
postage st amps surcharged for revenue use 
compl ete this issue. 

This is an amb itious littl e project, and 
while limited in scope, it is to be hoped th at 
enough suppo rt w ill be forthcom in g to keep it 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN TERCENTENARY INTERNATIONAL 
STAMP EXHIBITION , CAPE TOWN, 1952 
THE CO
alive. No price is listed, so any who are in­
teres ted should w rite direc t to the editor for 
further information. 

E lliot G. Corin. 

" L 'Emission Rl //A D AVJA rl'Argl'ntiue 1864-
1872" by ]. l acmart. Published by La So­
ciete Phil ate liqu e Beige, Brusse ls, Belgium. 
28 pages, pape rbou nd. No pr ice sta ted. 

The Riv adav ia stamps of Argentina have 
been ex tensively studied and described by phi­
latelists in thi s country, E ngland, Ge rm any 
and, of course, Argentina. "The K oh l Hand­
buch" treats them. The 1923 publica tion in 
L ondon by W. J. Cochra ne on the stamps 
with H. A. Spowa rt on their obliterations 
rank s as possibl y th e most au th oritative re­
sea rch on th e Rivadavias. It is noted that 
a ll previous stu dies of the top rank have 
been listed in th is new Belgian publication's 
bibliography at the end. Consequen tly by 
comp a ri son to older works, thi s new booklet 
is neith er as thorough or schola rly. 

On th e other hand , coll ectors co nversant 
only with French , wi ll find this publication 
useful and need not reso rt to tr anslati ng from 
E ngli sh or Spani sh. T his work is a neat, 
co mp act compil ation of merit. The type is 
readable, th e paper of good qu ality, th e pres­
enta tion orderly and th e illustrations ade­
quate. The rea l student, however, will still 
fi nd Coch rane 's work more th orough and his 
plates at th e end most helpful gu id es from 
which th e handicap of a strange language is 
removed. 

H . 111. G. 
This Exhibition was duly opened on March 
26th by His Excell ency Dr. The H on. E. G. 
J an sen, Governor-General of th e U nion of 
South Africa, and the doors were closed on 
April 5th. 

There were abo ut 170 exhibits, th e ma­
jority of which ca me from coll ectors in South 
Africa, but abou t +o of th em were fro m 
England, to say nothing of th e selections 
from th e R oya l Collection, th e Exhibit of 
th e Briti sh P ost Office (w ith th e origin al 
L

proof of th e World 's Ii rst stamp) and Gov­
ernm ent exhibits from H oll and, France, Ger­
many, Belgium, the Argentine and Israel. 

Among th e invi ted exhibits shO\\·n in th e 
Court of H onor were a very fi ne show of 
Ru ssian stamps from Si r J ohn Wilso n, a con­
sid erable arr ay of fo rgeries of triangular 
Capes from H. R. H a rm er and th e line en­
graved st amps of Ceylon from Mr. William 
Irving. Though th e st amps of America were 
hardly represented at all , and th e exhibits 
LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 3 
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EDITORIAL 

( Con tinued from P age 11 8.) 

As for th e real collector , he hea rs that 
every yea r new millions join his r anks, ye t his 
co ll ections show no great inc rease in valu e. 
The answe r must be, th erefo re, th a t only 
ga mbling in st amps has become popular. It 
is, however, a tribute to th e real phil atelists 
th a t our hobby has remained as viril e and 
prog ressive as it has und er prese nt conditions. 

W e read wi th amusement abo ut th e im­
pressive Ii rst-day sa les of a new stamp. They 
a re rea lly a joke in th e eyes of any se rious 
phil ateli st who happens to a ttend one. M ean­
ingless speeches dron e on for hours while 
th e prospective purchase rs mill all ove r th e 
place compl aining ei th er th at stamps a re not 
on sale o r if th ey a re th a t th ere is not one 
we ll -cente red sheet in the en ti re stock. But 
th e newspapers do not r eport it thi s way, but 
with a non-ex istent pomp and ce remony. 

This whole commemorative stamp program 
does not reflect glo ry upon our country. The 
stamps fai l to depict our great hi story. They 
a re meaningless both to people here and 
abroad . They have not gained one bit of 
from Europe were small in number, th ere 
w as a magnificent display of the st amps of 
the Cape of Good Hope and of th e U ni on of 
South Africa. 

Jn th e reg rettable absence of Sir J ohn Wil­
son, through illness, Mr. William Irving was 
elected Chairman of th e Jury. 

The Drill H all , in which the Exhibition 
w as housed, was suffici ently capacious to en­
able vi sito rs to inspect the frames in com­
fort and th e lighting was considerably bet­
ter th an th at a t some other Exhibitions. 
Needless to say the R oyal Exhibit held pride 
of place, being fl anked by th e various Gov­
e rnment Exhibits, wh ile the maj ority of th e 
competitive ex hibits were se t up in th e main 
body of th e H all. 

Anoth er section was devo ted solely to the 
Cape of Good Hope triangul a rs and one to 
th e U nion Government exhibit which was 
very attrac tively displayed on special st and s, 
th e sw ing frames to which facilitated th e pe-
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ru sal of th e st amps, which a re very widely 
coll ected th rough out Sou th Africa. 

The Grand Trophy , a hand some picture of 
S0u th African scenery , was donated by lVIrs. 
Ernest Hunt of Johann esburg. This went 
with th e C hampionship for the tri angular 
st amps of th e Cape of Good H ope 1853-63-
to Captain C. Emerson Hus ton , wh il e th e 
Championship for th e Stamps of th e U nion 
of South Africa (specialized) was awarded to 
Mr. Sam L egator. The R oyal Phil atelic 
Society 's Meda l went to Mr. D. J. Klink for 
a magnificent displ ay of th e ea rly st amps of 
Holland and a Specia l Prize was award ed to 
Mr. Ernest Hunt fo r a World collection, 
from which th e re are missing only compara­
tively few items. 

Th e greates t percentage of Awa rd s w ent 
to th e Briti sh Exhibitors, but it would be 
invidious to single ou t any part icular exhibit 
for special menti on. 

Wm. Irving. 
re spect fo r our government or our way of 
life . Contrariwise, th ey ra th er che apen us 
bv becoming butts of humor for r adio and 
television comedi ans, o r by insp iring lette rs 
of ridicule from our fri end s abroad. 

I s it not time to ask why phi la tely should 
continu e to help defray the costs of the an­
nu al Post Office deficit when th e se rvice 
rend ered has so badly deteriora ted? I s it 
not time for phil atelic leade rship to assert 
itself? This can be done by an informative 
press th at wi ll tell th e truth about commem­
orative stamps just as our newspapers a re 
doing in tellin g us about crime conditions and 
political corruption. It wi ll be interes ting 
to see if any of th ese remarks will rece ive 
further public notice and support , o r if th ey 
will be mere ly re ad by a few and th en for­
go tten. 

This is not a crusade o r an a ttempt at 
r efo rm- it is a since re call to st amp col­
lectors and dealers alike to stop publiciz ing 
and glamorizing that which is doing all of 
us , without excep tion, much harm. 

If we are a "government of the people, by 
the people and fo r th e people, " th en we 
should get what we really want. 

H.M. G. 
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Belgium & Colonies, Netherlands & Colonies, Luxembourg 
Eastern & Southern Europe (2 binders) ............ .. ................. . 
French Africa ( 2 binders) ........................... .... .. .... ............ .. 
Italy & Colonies (2 binders) .............. ... ......................... .. .. 
Portugal & Colonies ... .. .. ...... ....... .... .. ............ . ......... ............ .. 
Spain & Colonies ................. ... ........... ..... ............... ............... .. 
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major-number stamps. 

(Complete through 1951 
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Full Album 
$ 13.00 

22.00 
19.00 
18.00 
13.00 
9.00 

14.00 
18.00 
8 .00 

Supplement 
#13 $1.25 
# 12 2.00 
#14 1.50 
#13 1.25 
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#14 1.00 
# 14 1.25 
#13 2.50 
#13 .60 
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MUSCOTT F OR R EAL §ER VICE 

CALLING ALL AMERICAN COLLECTORS - MY DRIVE FOR DOLLARS 

My offe r to supply at most favour ed t e rms N ew Issu e s and Obsol etes to a ll Ame ri can 
Coll ectors h as been warm ly r ece ived, as the ever growing li st of Dollar countr y coll ectors 
t es tifi es. Thi s morning' s m a il in c l ud es Mr. J. C. C. of Lawr e ncevill e, N. J., who write s 
"T h a nk you ve ry mu c h for yo ur p e rsonal le tt e r o f F e bruary 15th and a lso for you r 
January and F ebruar y Bu ll e tin s. 1 would lik e to join your N e w Issu e S ervice imm edi­
ate ly a t th e s p ec ia l r a tes quoted. I a m e n c losing a draft for £35 for my c redit. I also 
w a nt to subscribe to your Bull e tin , and t o r ece iv e same by a irma il. " Mr. L. W . of Bloom­
in gton , Ill. wr ite s . " I a m in r ece ipt of your first s hipm e nt, a nd I am d e lighte d w ith 
th e s t a mps and th e S e rvi ce. I a m arranging for $100 to b e sent for my c r edit." 

R e membe r , I specialise n ot only in N e w Issu e s a nd norma l obsol e t e material , but in 
the r eal rarities i. e. MUSCAT and BAHHAIN OLYMPICS, DOUBLE OVERPRINTS, and 
KATHIRI VICTORY, INVERTED OVERPRINT e tc. 'l 'H E AIMS OF 1'1Y NE~V ISSUE 
SERVICE are : (1) T o e nd eavour to supply all th e w orthwhil e s h a d es, p e rforations a nd 
cl e fi n i ti\· es as r e l eased: (2) Condi ti on of Stamps. On I y t h e b es t possible mate rial is 
d esp atch ed; (3) Dir ec t buying in th e 'diffi c ult ' c ountri es (Canada a nd Egypt for example ) 
e nabl es m e to s uppl y items at rates ofte n l ess than whol esal e ; (4) Individual atte nti on 
lo a ll subscr ib e r s, as th e Se n · ice is d es ign ed to suit YOUR r e quire m e nts, a nd even single 
co untri es are ca tered for (e .g. N e w Z eala nd, Can a d a etc. only); (5) All co ll ec tors, from 
th ose with a f e w shill in gs w ee kly to th e a dvan ced Spec iali st are ca t e r ed fo r , and each 
r ece ives th e s a m e p e rsonal a tt e ntion ; (6) M y N ew I ss u e Subsc rib e rs a l so e njoy the 
a dva ntage of r ece iving sp ec ial ite n1 s at privil eg e rates, t h e ir •,va nts' 1i sts being con1-
p le t ed at low est possib le pri ces and wh e n Sp ec ia l Offe r s c om e a long, subscrib e r s are 
give n first c h o ice. Th e Apr il di s tribution in c lud e d th e sca r ce A u st r a li a 31hd blu e, 2/ - and 
5/ - o n THIN PAPER, a nd 3¥,,d in t h e s t eel-blu e shad e, a nd a start has b ee n mad e o n th e 
di stribution to N e w Iss u e C li e nts o f t h e 350 book ed s e ts , in c luding bl ocks , of G. B . 
c urre n t high Yalu es S. U. Further lots expe cte d . W ,ill yo u b e r ece i ving th ese ite ms ? 
l s it lo b e w o nd e r ed that my N e w I ss u e S e rvi ce continues to expand a t such a rate? 
Full d e tail s avai lab le on r e qu es t. 

M. W . Muscott, P.T.S. , " Muscott 's," Meadrow, Codalming, Surrey. 
Bankers : Na t ional Provincial Ba nk Ltd. Godalming , Su rrey. 
FACT§ ABO UT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 yea rs and our effi­
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi ­
mum in resul ts . 

• We can offer early dates and attract ive terms . 
vances pending sal e . Expert supervision of all 
experienced phi late! is ts . 

Liberal ad­
material by 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Prope rties privately, where this method is preferred. Our 
advice , backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections , Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN~ Inc .. 2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

~ Telephone : LUxemburg 2-2393 
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LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU S TREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK 
SANA ,BRIA 

Jlul Ciill OJ1JA1 Cal:alofJJH 
most valuable acquisition 

Handy, flexible volume containing everything you want to know 

about ... 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 

$4.75 
post free 

including supplements to May 1951 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 

521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
Vu THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 3 



DOUGLAS ROTH 
ST. LUCIA-1 860. 6d. A mint mar-

gi nal pair # 3 .......... .... .... ....... ... $1 20 

SARDINIA- 1853. 40c. mint #6 .... $35 

SCINDE- 1852. V2 a. used, # 1 .... .. .. $30 

SERBIA-1866. 2p. A mint sheet of 
12. #3a ........... .. .. .... ...... ... ....... $ 150 

SOUTH A USTRALIA- 1868 . 1 Od in 
b!ack on 9d . a mint pair #50 .... $75 

SICILY- 1859 . 1 Gr. russet brown, 
unused S. G. 2a ........ .. ..... .... ... .. $ 225 

SHANCHAl- 1866. 8c. An im pe rf 
block of 4 . mint # 36 ... .. .... ....... $75 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XX.\'.I, NO
• 
Monthly Auctions 

• 
Illustrated Catalogue Free 

On R equest 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington W. 

Toronto 1, Canada 
Complete 128 -Page 
U. §. CATAL O G 

STAMPS OF THE 

UNITED STATES 
UMITf:O STA.Tl:S POSS£ SSIONS 
ANt> IRlftSH HOUH AMUUC:A. 

U J;,,l!~>'rl • I< Ci<>. 
••lo~. ~,\ll~dff•'" 

Pictures More than 1000 Stamps! 
Lis ts and prices all major va ri eties of Un ited 
States, U. S. Possess ions and British North 
Amerca . Most dependable market gu ide in 
prin t . Inva luable for collectors. Sent for 
on ly 25c to cove r handling and postage . 
Write today! 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Transit Bldg. , Boston 17, Mass. 
.

Cllwmµ. UJ.anh.d 
for CASH or for 
AUCTION SALE 

Collections, Dealers' Stock 
Lots, Rarities , Airmails, 

Your stamps can be turned into cash by 
means of our most thorough wholesale and 
auction activities . You r material is brought 
to the attention of an active and buy-minded 
clientele BUILT UP OVER A PER IOD OF 
MORE THAN 25 YEARS in business em­
bracing custome rs throughout the world. 

Please write and te ll us 
what you have to sell . 

Auction Catalogu e Free on R equest 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
220 West 87th St. , 

NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 
Telephone : TR 3-3757 
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Auct10N BUYING 

A 
I 

jf.S 

IOI FIFTH AVENUE NEW YOIK 17 
IX THE COL
JULIARD'S 
$1a.mpA bf ~.ualiltj 

CalaJLJq.wz 

19TH CENTURY ~ EARLY 20TH 

Th is is THE opport un ity to fill, 
in ful I conf idence and at the best 
conditions, those empty spaces in 

your albums. 

Free on request. 

ALEX S. JULIARD, Expert 
( Formerly L. Jul ia rd & Son , Est . 1889 ) 

Narberth , Pa. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

S
OMETIME every collector wants 
so me special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a gr eat 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' r egular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost ( except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions. If yo u want to buy or sell . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subs idiary of Scott Stamp & Cnin Co. Inc. ) 

172 Fulton St., New York 17, N. Y. 
r 

Back Issues of THE COLLECT­
ORS CLUB PHILATELIST are 
available in lim ited quantities 
at $1.25 per copy. Write to 
The Collectors Club , 22 East 
35th Street, New York 16, 
New York. 

Volume IV ( 1926 ) October 
Volume VII I ( 1929) April and October 
Volume x ( 1931) January and 

October 
Volume XIII ( 1934) October 
Volume XIV ( 1935 ) January, April, 

July 
Volume xv ( 1936 ) January and April 
Volume X V II I ( 1939) October 
Volume XIX ( 1940 ) October 
Volume xx ( 1941) July and October 
Vo lumes XX I ( 1942 ) to XXXI (to date ). 

All issues are available . 

A 11.y issu e not on the above list cannot 

be supplied. 

) 
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An outstanding Auction Sale 
in June 1952: 

in exceptionally fine condition , 

inc lud ing the beautiful collection of 

Austria and Lombardy-Venetia 
OF 

Dr. Lauder W. Jones 
of Los Angeles, Calif. 

Richly illustrated catalog will be sent 
free on request. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
Telephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cab le address: MERCSTAMP NEWYORK 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST. VOL. XXXl , NO. 
Ra•·e 

OJfJM:al $1:a1WlWUJ 
Items 

EGYPT 
1911 " 1 Mill" on 2m. green, envelope ........ 35c 

----·-JAMAICA 
1877 P ostcards printed in blue by prisoners 

in th e penitentiary. The " Stamp" is 
n handstruck circular "paid" stamp in 
red with the value at t h e bottom of 
the circle: 

'/:, d. " lozenge" frame, used ............................ 5.60 
1/,d. "flowered" frame, mint ............................ 1.40 
'/:, d. "flowered" frame, used ............................ 2.10 
3d . "flow er ed " frame, mint ............................ 1.40 

----·-MAURITIUS 
1873 lOd . brown-violet, envelope , mint ........ 3.50 
1877 ··one Shilling" on l / 8d. blue, e n vel-

ope. mint ............ ........................................ 5.60 
1885 "TWO CENTS" in r ed on Sc. blue, 

postcard, mint .......................................... 1.40 
1890 "50 CENTS" and circular red " Gener­

a l P ost Office Mauritius" initia1led by 
P ostmast er , on Sc. pale blue . envelope , 
mint ........... ................................................ ... 8.40 

----+-
MOROCCO AGENCIES 

1&98 Sc. green- the " Morocco Agency" 
t-rror, mint ................... ............................... 3.50 

----+-
ORAN'GE FREE STATE 

Postcards with adhesives overprinted for use on 
pos t cards : 
1892 "Id." on 3d. ultramarine, used ............ 5.60 
1892 "l 1;;,d." on 3d. ultramarine, mint ........ 2.10 

"11/2 d. 11 on 3d. ultramarine, used ........ 3.50 
1894 lf!d. chestnut, mint .................................. 2.80 

11.,d. chestnut, u sed ............................. .. ... 8.40 
11., d. orange, mint ...................................... 2.80 
'/:, d. orange , used .............................. ........ 8.40 

1895 "l Y"d." on 2d. mauve, used .................... 7.00 

----·-SOUTH AFRICAN WAR 
(1900) MACHADODORP postcard printed 

" in the fie ld" during t h e Boers' east-
ward r etreat, mint ................................ 4.90 

These prices are exclusive of postage. 

Pl ease send for details of other Postal 
Statione ry offe rs. 

REGENT STAMP CO. LTD. 
( Robson Lowe Ltd . Retail Dept. ) 
50 Pall l\lall, London, S. W. I 

Cables : "STAMPS, LONDON" 

Our Agent in America is : Carl Pelander, 
545 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
Summer Sale 
We have noticed an ever­

increasing number of bidders 
belonging to the Collectors 
Club. 

We are sure that you too , 
will , like your fellow members, 
find some outstanding material 
1n our next specialized sale. 

Is your name on our mailing 
l ist? If not, drop us a line 
today. 

Our 8th sale will be held in 

June. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

S . L. BA YER, Prop. Est. 191 2 
3 x 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 550 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the Col­

lectors Club and the Members of The American 

Stamp Dealers ' Association are engaged in a joint 

enterprise - the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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No Doubt You Have Read the Rave 

Reviews of 

TWO NEW HANDBOOKS 
NOW ON SALE 

Cumulative 
INDEX 

Vols. 1 Thru 30 (1922-1951) 

of the 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
PRICE : $1.00 

Both THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST and THE NEPAL Handbook were 

just awarded Silver Medals at the 1952 Reinatex International Exhibition. 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
46 Pages . 60 Illustrations 

PRICE: $1.50 

Limited Editions. Order now before they are sold out. 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 



Meet Mr. ]ones! 

. . - ~ 
~ · . ,_. .. ~.....,,.-~ ---------, 

M<- Jon" I•• Tn>•t Offl"'' of• B•nk P'"'""'lly '""""'"In th• Unlred S""'· 

\ 

t<o I• th• '"'" .mo, on the ""'"I" of • P'"''" who ho< •ntt<>'t.O hi•"'"" to 
th• •"'"'""'' h•nd\lng of th• T<u•t O•part'"""t In • b>nk. h" the dlffl•u\t 

\ 
~ 

y•t lnto"'t\ng Job of do<ifv\ng o< \;quldotln< th• "'""· 
To him, .,,h &tare I• • ,,.,.,,,,1 offort ,.qu\<\ng •""°"'' "'""""'" lo' M<­
joM• I• oonf<0nt.O with m•OV p<0bl""'· Wh"' to ,.11 • ""'"°'''" • "''""'"' 
a house, shares, stocks, and often a stamP collection? 

\ 

How do<>' h• d<dd< hOW ,nd th<OUgh .mom to .,\\? \n"';""ly bY ,._. 
m•ndot\on f<0m oth" T<<>'t Of!\"" •nd fri••"' who h>•• h•d ,.t1'f"to<Y 
do•ll•<' with o«•"'""°"' In th• p•rt~ulo< tin• of bu•I•'"'· 
It I• th1' ln•";,bl• ,.t1'f"t1on th<>t h" ""'ttod In H. R. H•"°''' \n<. '°oft"" 
b•lng "'o'"""'"""d to T<<>'t Off\"" ,nd '°"""'""ntly whv 

1\\t l.Mllll tA~Joam llf u.tcu111as· ea11etu1ts ~\ll \ 
\ 
\ 

Slllll 111 \\. \l. \\A\l!Al\l, \Rt. 

----\ 

tf yau w•nt th•"'"' ,.t1•f"t\on, "''"'"""hon> •" out-of-the-o<dln•<Y "'"'"" 
fo< '" o<dln•<Y •o'"'"'";on <ho< ... do " oth<><' do- Ask ••Y phllot•ll• h\•nd 
to """''" thot th• ""''" th<> '"'"" th• '""'t '"'''"'"'' ...... ,...,100 h"""' 
;, H. R. ""'""' whoth« It bO th• >l<>W Yorl<. the London o< the SV-
house. He will assuredly confirm it is. 
Th•" I• no "'°" <Ut to _.., In ph\\•t<ll• •"'""" .. ''""· H"'""'"' ' 
HOU" built on th• ,;g\.t ""''"'" p<ln<lpl" wlll •l<W<IY •nd ,..,.dlly ''""' 
good-will. '"'" thl• In tum w\I\ •""''"' .,.c<"• ond with It th<> """"""" \ 

\ 
\ 

On th" p<ln<IPI• h" b"" bullt. "'"' th<> \"t 33 Y''"- the "''"" of H. R. of a job well done. 
Harmer to its present enviable and unmatchable supremacy. 

\ 
Should you '°"'Id« .,mng, th• o\wlOU' .,1ut1on I• H. R. ""'""' \n< .• ""'"'' 
ot th• no«n•I -ml""" you h•'" th• •ho\" of "'' th«>Ugh th• New Y<><'-

London, or Sydney (Australia) Houses. 
So, wh•• you '°'"" to .,111ng-c<>'"" to H. R. H•"""' \n<I A.ND 8£ SA.1'\Sf\£Dl 

\ 
L- - -- - -----

D.R D 
The World's Lead~ armer 32 ing Stamp ~ 

' . y 

--
In~. 

Ph East 57th Stree Auctioneers 
one: Plaza 3-6481 t, New York 22 N 

Cables· H • . armersale N • ew York 




