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TRANSLATOR 'S NOTE, 

I came across t his interesting docu­
ment quite by accident. In a conversa­
tion with .a friend of mine he men­
tioned an article which was published 
in 1949 in Beirut (Teka Bejrucka, Ze­
szy t A ) by Father K. Kucharski . After 
studying carefully the long document, 
it dawned on me t-hat the findings of 
our lea•rned frien<l are of great intercs,t 
to all those who collee,t this phase of 
P-0lish 'Philately. So let us start from 
t he beginning and follow t he author's 
story., r 
HIS INTRODUCTION. 

"The Field Post of the Polish Army 
in the East grew out ,of the tradition 
of the F .P. regulations of the Polish 
Army in t he Middle East and original­
ly .s-tarted in the Ka,r,patian Brigade 
(,S.B.S.K.) At t he same time in the 
Soviet Union the newly formed "Polish 
Armed F-orces" -al.so organized their 
own Field Post. In both cases the Po­
lish Field Post had to work within 
the foreign systems of Postal Regula­
tions. In the Middle East it was based 
on the British system and in the 
U.S.S.R. on the Soviet Postal organi­
zation. 'I'his is why t1he history of the 
P -0lish Field Post in the East durino­
W-orld War II must desciribe both th'.ls: 
phases of development." 

• Field Po st in the Middle Ecst is the history of 
the Karpatian Brigade (B.S.K.), Independent 
Karpatian Brigade [S.B.S.K.) ond Polish Arm y 
Middle Ea st [W.P.S. W. ) . 

Gen. W. Sikorski, Commander in Chief 
of the Polish Army 

1. Polish Forces in Syria, Palestine, 
Egypt and Lybia. 

After the defeat •of Poland in Sep­
tember 1939, a provisional Government 
was established in Paris and Gen. W. 
Sikorski became Commander in Chief 
of the Polish Army. One of his first 
order-s was given on 4/2/1940 establi­
shing the Karpatian Infantry Brigade 
(B.S.K. under -the Command of Col. St. 
Kopanski, who immediately left Paris 
for Beiruth. In May, 1940 the officer 
group of 30 joined him. Syria at that 
time (August, 1939 ) was the center of 
concentration of the French Army 
under Gen. M. "\Yeygand. By agreement 
with the French Government, the Kar­
patian Brigade (B.S.K. ) was to be in­
corporated into the French Army Le-
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vant. The recruits to this brigade were 
to come from the pris-oner-s of war in­
t erned in Hungary and Rurnania. 'l'he 
P.olish Gornsular offices in Rurnania, 
Hungary, .Jug.oslavia, Greece and Tur­
key were to heI,p these recruits to reach 
Beiruth. It was expected that ,this bri­
gade would be 15,000 strong, but un­
fortunately the two last transpo11ts with 
recruits which lent Greece and .Jugosla­
via never reached Beiruth. In April, 
1940 the French Government capitula­
ted and the tra:nsport ships were redi­
rec,ted to France. All the would be 
recruits were interned in Spain and 
F,rance, thus reducing the po,tential 
strength of the Brigade. As a resu1t of 
the French capitulation, the French 
C.O. in_ .Syria, Gen. Mitlehauser, also 
laid a.own his arms. The Polish bri­
gade had to fight its way through to 
Palestine. Only 3500 officers and men 
leJt Holmes, Syria. S,ome went by train 
to Latrun, others by trucks to Semakh, 
on Lake T;iberias, Palestine. Now the 
Ka,rpatian Brigade (B .S.K.) found it­
self under British Oomrnand. F1,om 7 / 
2/1940, it was stationed in t:he La,trun­
Emmaus area where it underwent ex­
tensive training. Haifa was the receiv­
ing port of new recruits who managed 
to reach Palestine via Turkey. Pales­
tine was only a t-raining ground and 
dur_ing Sep'temJber, 1940, the Brigade 
(B.S.K:) was tr,ansferred •to Egypt. 
T.her-e it wa,s re-named the "Polish 
Independent Brigade Giou.p'' (S.B.S.K.) 
Lts first military assignment was to 
defend the line of hills ,,tr~tc,hing from 
the sea to t,he Lake Ma•rturth (20 km. 
west of Alexandria). The HQ's of the 
Brigade was Located in Dekhel, on t he 
Alexandlri,a-Oairo Ro,ad. In the mean­
time the positions of Jugoslavia and 
Greece were d0teri,orating and the Brit­
ish Military Command was contempla­
ting sen·ding an expeclitio,nary fo rce 
to help those countries. T,he Polish Bri­
gade unde•rwent difficult mount,ain 
tmining and even embarked with other 
formations for Greece, b1JJt was quickly 
recalled. Now it was n,!lcessary to pre­
pare ,the men for desert fighting. Du­
ring May, it fir-st moved to Mersa- Ma.t­
i-uh, .then, on August, 1941 to Amria, 
where they staye,cl till the end of Se,p­
t-ember. 1T1he Brigade was shortly 0a1led 
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to participate in the Libyan c,ampaign. 
(2) After heavy losses tho Brigade was 
relieved on 3/22/1942, and by the end 
of the month it moved to Qastine, in 
Palestine. The HQ's of the Brigade, 
including the auxiliary units were 
moved t•o Reckoboth, also in Palestine. 

Almost rut the same time, April, 1942, 
the fir.st evacuation of the P.olish For­
ces in the U!S,SR re-ac,hecl Lmn and was 
s,ent via Iraq, Trans-J1ordan, to iPales­
tine. T•he Karpatian Brigade (,S.B.S.K.) 
was again re-named the 3rd Karpa­
ti.an Lnfan,try B1·igade and was incor­
pora,ted into the new united P,olish 
Middle East A!rmy (W.P . .S.W.) . 

WHh this short historic background, 
we can now desc.ribe the activities of 
the Field Post of the 1S.B.S.K. and the 
W.P.S.W. in the Middle East (1940-47). 

Tih-e beginning ,of i:ihe Field Post was 
the Postal Agency set up by the Kar­
patian Br1gade at HQM!S in Syria ,m 
7/2/1040. Lt did not ha v,e its own elate 
mark but it acitecl as a liaison between 
the Brigade and the French "Bureau 
Militai·re" in Beir\lJth. Later it perform­
ed the same function with the British 
Advanced P.o.st Orfice (A.P.O.) which 
was located in Lat.run, Pales-tine. This 
positi>on 1as,te.d till 11/1/1940 when the 
Brigade was transferred to Dek.hel in 
Egypt. Here it received t•he F. P. HI, 
and a special handstamp was made at 
the establishment of A.I. Majgoshes 'in 
Alexandria, Cathe1ri11e .Square No, 5. 
'Tlhe outside circle was 2·3 mm., the in­
side, 17 mm., and inside the two cir­
cles the words "P.oczta Po1owia lll", 
(F. P. 111 ) . At the same time ,a iregis­
,tra,tion handstamp was made, 40 x 15 
mm., with similar wor,din_g. British 
postage stamps were used on letters 
adidressed to England, tihe Empire and 
the U.S.A., and E,gyptian stamps .on 
letters addcr-essed to Latin America and 
on ,air mail leMers to the U.1S.A. Pri­
v&te let-ters were acl-d1'es,sed to "Polis,h 
Brigade No ..... " 

The fo1lowi11g r.ode numbers were 
aUot.ted 'to individual formations: 
N,o. 10-to District Command P0,les.tine 

an·d to Jemsalem Base Oommand. 
No. 15-to Tel-Aviv Distr. Command 

and to the M.P. Unit. 
No. 20-to HQ. Polish Army, Middle 

East and Base Command, Cairo. 
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No. 25-to HQ. S,B.S.K. 
N-o. 26-to 1st Regmt. S.BiS.K. 
No·. 27-to 2nd Regmt. S.B.S.K. 
No. 28-to Artillery Unit, S.B.S.K. 
No. 29~to Oava1'ry Unit, S.B.S.K. 
No. 30-to Engfoeer Unit, S.B.S.K. 
Nio. 31-to Signal Unit, S.B.S.K. 
No. 32-to Medical Unlit, S.B.S.K. 
No. 33~to Officer cad., S.B.S.K. 
No. 34----,to Guard Unit, S.B.S.K. 
No. 35-to Hospital, S.B.S.K. 
No. 46-llo Rai~way Enginners, S.B.S.K. 

( According to the author, tJhis list 
may be incomplete). 

The second Field Post 101 was open­
ed on 5/24/41 in Dekhel, Egypt, and 
served as the main field post office for 
the H .Q.'s of the now Polish Army 
Middle East (W.P.1S.W.). Lt had a si­
miliar hand-st·amp as t he F.P. 11'1 and it 
was made a,t the same place in Alexan­
driia, but inside of the circle it had 
"Gl6wna Poczta Pol,ow,a 101" (Main 
F.P. 101). 

Shortly afterwards, on 8 /20 /4.l, F.P. 
112 was aUotte,d to the 1Army Adminis­
tr-atiQn of Reserves in Palestine. F.P. 
102 was rnpened on 4/4/42 in Cairo at 
the Administrati.on Center for the 
Army in Egy,pt. This F.P. contiinued to 
function ,till l/•3/47, w.he,n it was final­
ly closed down. 

F .P. 114 was opened on 8/5/42 in 
Bey-Girgij, P,alestine, serving tale cen­
tral TITaining School (C.W.B.S.) and 
also the Military Hospital No. 1. When 
I.rut.er llhe Polii.sh Army (W.P.S.W.) was 
moved to Iraq, this F.P. number was 
allotted to the 7th Infan,try Division. 

F .P . 115 was opened on 9 /21 /42 to 
serve the Eviacuation Command, Pales­
tine and also served !llJ!l a contact bet­
ween the Polish Army in Iraq and the 
Bolish AdmiilistTation Cairo in Egypt. 
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The movements ,of these individual 
Fi&ld Posts are as foll~ws: 

F . P. 111-tihe oldest and is closely 
ltinked with the history of the Karpa­
tian Brigade (S.B.S.K.) 
From 10/1/40 to 5 /22 /41 in Dekhel, 

Egypt. 
From 5 /24/41 to 7 /181/41 in Mersa­

Matruh. 
From 7/18/41 to 8/24/41 in Sidi Ha­

hish. 
From 8 /24/41 to 1/8/42 in Tobruk. 
From 1/8/42 to 1/28/42 in Giovanni-

Benta. 
Fiiom 1/29 /42 to 2/17 /42 in Tobruk. 
From 2//1'7/42 to 3/22/42 in El-Gaz·al. 
From 3/23/42 t,o End of AprH 42, in 

El-Maria, near Alexandria. 
On May 1, 1942, the Brigade leave,s 

for I raq and P ales-tine. 
F .P. 101 - F rom 5 /24 /41 to end of 

May, 41 in Sid Bi,shr, Egypt. 
End August, 41, oo 4/29/42 in Cairo. 
From 4/31/4,2 to 5/28/42 in Qastine, 

Palestine. 
From 5/29/42 to 10 /27 /42 i,n Recho­

both, P,alestine. 
From 10/30/42 to 8/14/43 in Bagdacl, 

attached to the HQ. Polisih Army. 
Prom 8/14/43 t,o 10/1/43 in B.agclacl, 

clivicled into pa11ts: 1.) as a liquida­
tion office. 2.) returned to Rechoboth 
P,a,lestine, as F .P. 101A. 
Flield Post 112 was organized on 

January ht, 1941 in L atrun, Palestine, 
burt received the hand stamp only on 
August 20,th, 1941 whi<le a,t Sidi-Bishr 
in Egypt. 
From 8/20/41 to 1/14/42 in Sidi-Bishr. 
Pnom 4/2/42 t.o 8 /30 /42 in Che clern , 

Plalestine. 
Fr,om 9 /9 /42 in Ira,q, at,tached to the 

7,th Division of t,he .A.P.W. and acts 
a,s a liaison posit office between the 
F.P. of the Plolish Army and the 
British Field P ost. 
Field Post 102, was .set up in Cairo, 

E.gypt, at.tached to the Base Adminis­
tmtion ttill it was closed on January 
3, 1947. 

Field Plosit 114, w,as attached to the 
C.W.B.S. ancl the MilitaTy Hospital No. 
1, from Nlovember 5, 1942 • in Iraq 
atta0hed to the 7-th Division. 

Field Post 1'1'5, opened on September 
21, 1942 at Rech-o:both, Palestine, and 
acted as a liaison post office bertween 
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the PoHsh Army in Iraq and the Base 
, Admiinishrution in Oairo, Egypt. 

Besides these postal arrangements, 
the Karpatian Brigade (B.S.K. and 
S.B.S.K. ) had special Post Office boxes 
fo-r overseas mail. 

In Syma it wias "Postal Sector 612" 
In Palestine it was "Jerus1alem P . 0. 
Box 1666". In Egypt i1t was "Alexan­
dria P. 0 . Box 2155" and "Oairo P. 0. 
Box 900." 

The postal officer of the Base was 
collecting the mail and distributed it 
amongst th e various units. 

II. Polish Armed Forces in the U .S.S.It. 
August, 1941 to August, 1942. 
On Ju·ly 30, 1911, Gene1,al Sikorski , 

Prime Minister .and C.I.C. of the Polish 
Ar,my, renewed Dipl omatic rel,8Jtions 
wit,h the Soviet Union. A military 
agreement was signed on Augus,t 14t h, 
1941, estiabl,is•hing a Polish Army to he 
c;alled "Polish ATmed Forces in t he 
U.S.•S.R.". The recruits for t his Army 
were to come from the faeed P.O.vV.'s 
internees and all tho•se Poles who hap­
pened to be in the Soviet Union. The 
C.I.C. of the Army was Gen. W. ' Anders 

Gen. W. Anders, Comm a:ider of the Poli sh Armed 
Forces in the U.S.S.R . 

and t he assembly point was in the near 
Volga Military Dis,trict, hence the name 
"PRYWO", (fr.om the Russian Pry­
wolga) . The places were: 
Buzuluk- HQ's of the C.I.C. Gen. An-
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de rs and his S/C. Gen. Szyszko - Bo­
husz. 

·Tockoje-6th Infantry Division unde~ 
Gen. M. Tok.a;rzewski. 

Tockoje-Army Organizrution under Col. 
G,a1'adyk. 

T-rutiszczewo-5th Infantry Division un­
der Gen. Boru ta - Spiechiowicz. 
By August, 1942, thJis Ar,my counted 

46,942 officers and men. The war time 
difficulties were enormous and this 
Ar,my was shw,t of supp,lies and equip­
ment. At the insistance of the Polish 
Army Command, the Soviet Union 
agreed to the e•vacuatiion of t:he PoHsh 
Army to the Middle East. Thus the 
second phase, t!he so-called "S>awo", in 
Russian - the Cent!.i8Jl Asian Military 
Di s1t11i-cit, begun. The evacuation to a 
loc-a,lity arou nd 'l' ashke:1,t in Central 
_>\ , .'a started in January and ended 
in Februairy, 1942. The dispositions of 
the Army w,a.s as follo.w : 

Yangi-Yul-the HQ's of t he Army 
Dzalal-Aba:d-5·t h Infant ry Division. 
Schac,hryzia,hs-&th Infantry Division 
Kermine-7th Infantry Diivision 
-Czok-Pak-Sth Infantry Division 
Gorc2Jakowo-1far,ge1an- 9th Infantry 

Division. 
Lugowoje-10,th Infant,ry Division 
Gu2Jar-Army Organization 
Wrewskoje-Army Training and Of-

ficers School. • 
Kara sn- Ar tillory. 
W. A,lexejewka - P.ograniczna- Com-

munications 
Karahaity-,Mech.anisecl Units 
Otar-ht Cavalry Regiment. 
The Au-my did no,t stay long in t hose 

p1aces and one monJth late•r in Maroh, 
1942, the first group was ev,acuated to 
Persia. and t he lwst gr.oup in August, 
1942. All told 1'20,572 men and women 
left the Soviet Union for the Middle 
Easrt. 

With this introduetion we come now 
to the Field Post Org,ani:orutiions of this 
Army. T,he Author divides this period 
inbo two parts: from Sept. 1, 1941 to 
May 2, 1942 and fr om May 2, 1942 
to August 31, 1942. (In the faTst per iod, 
!l /1/41 fo 5/2/42, t here wa s no inde­
pendent Polish Field Post. P-o.srtal Of­
ficers of each unit received the mail 
from the Soviet F. P . and handed to 
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them the mail for the U.S.S.R.) This 
ar.11angemerut was not working too well 
and on May 2, 1942 the Chief of 
Sbaff O.IV instructs one Zawol August 
to prepare a Field Post rules. The idea 
was to simpl!ify the hadling of the mail 
of Polish soldiers, to o,rganize a strict 
censo11ship and to be independent of 
the S,oviet Field Post. The fi rs t move 
was to org,anize the main Fielil Post m 

Yangi-Yul and a han<l stamp, without 
dates, was made. Although this arran­
gemen,t was cont.r.ary to the Soviet 
Pos,tal regulati,on, a compromise was 
found. Letters whioh went through the 
Sovie,!; Field _Pos,t had to comply with 
Soviet PosbaJ regulati,ons, but letters 
which passed between the units and the 
HQ.'s of the Polish Army and vice­
versa could hase themselves a,s Polish 

Route of Movement of the Polish Forces to the South. 
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Route of Movement through the U.S .S.R., Iran and Iraq. 

Fie1d Post regul,ations. To facilitate 
this armngement the Soviet Postal 
author,ities opened Field Post offices 
near the mailll Polish units, thu s : 

F .P . 3000 served the HQ's of t he Arm.'' 
in Yangi-Yul. 

F .P. 3001 served the 5th InfantTy Divi­
s.ion in Dzalal-Abad. 

F .P . 3002 served the 6rth Infon,try Divi­
sion i'll Schacluyziabs 

F.P. 3003 served the 7th Infantry Divi­
si,on in Kermine. 

F,P. 300'4, served the Army Organi2m­
t1on in Guzar 

F.P. 3005 served the -~rmy Training 
Cente,r in W'l'eWlskoj,e 

This arrangemi0nt worke,d well t ill 
8/9/42. On that d,ay an order was 
issued to ciose all F.P. with the excep­
ti,o,n of th e main F .P. in Yangi-Yul. 

According to the Author, the majn 
F.P. w~s busy pre,pariing the stamp 
"Dojdziemy" which a,ppeared on 8/18/ 
1942. Two days 1ater, on August 20, 
1942, t,his Field Po,Slt was closed and 
all documents, i ncluding 3017 stamps 
were turn ed over to t he Quantennaster 
,of the Postal Armed Forces, Cul. \Vis­
niowski. L cfor, this F . P. 01·ganization 
me11ged wi.th F.P. 101, which anived 
at Bagdad fr.om Palestine. 
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III. The merger of the Polish Armed 
Forces and the Field Post. 

During the evacuation period, the 
army used the British F.P. faci liities in 
places like Pahlevi, Teheran, Ahw1z 
and o,then. On arriYing in Palstine, 
the.'• me,t for the first time the regular 
P,olish F.ield Post. At that time, April, 
J 942, Field Post 101, w•as statiioned at 
Rechobmh; Field Posit 111 art Gaza; 
Fiel,d Pos,t 114 at Beth-Gi>rgij and• Field 
Po,s,t 102 in Cairo. 

1Ye ru erntio,ned before tlm.t in Augn1t 
of 1942, Field Posit 112 was moved to 

Khanaqin (Iraq) to servo t he second 
gnoup of evacuees from the Soviet 
Union. Flielid Po;,t 115 was t hen opened 
in Rechoboth. 

The merge,r of "Pohsh Armed Fo,rces 
in the U.S.rS.R ." and "The Pol,ish Army 
in the Middle E,ast" (W.P.S.W.) occur­
ed in Iraq. This wia,s not an easy task 
and the help of the London Polish Go­
vernment was nee'de,d, Gen . Klimecki 
arrived from London and the details 
were worked ou,t. The name given to 
this combined force mas "Polish Army 
in the Eas:t" (A.P.W.) Gen. W. Anders 
was appointed Comma,nder in Chief and 
he moved the HQ's to Qizil R~ha,t in 
Imq. Several difficulties arose and a 
further re-,org,anization became nece­
ssary. On March 11, 1943 the set up was 
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as follows: the A.P.W. was t he over­
all orga,niza,t,ion of the Polish Army 
and the IInd Oorps, undeT Gen. W. An· 
ders, wa·s to be the fighting for<Je. 

With this new set up more F. P . of­
fices were needed . As we have mention· 
ed before, the F .P. 112 anived on Sep­
tern ber 9, 1942 fuom Palestine to act 
as a luai.son office between the Polish 
Army and the British Field Post Ad­
ministratiion. The main F.P. 101 (Gl&w­
na P,oczta Polowa) ar:r,ived in Oct<Yber, 
J 942 to Bagdad and Fiel,d P ost 111 was 
sent to Ja1a-UJ,a, both in I r.aq. 

Field Post 121 w,a,s opened on Octo­
ber 12.th, 1942 in Mosul for the 2nd 
Brigade of bhe 3:rd Karpatian Division. 

l~ield Po.st 122 wms orpened on Octo­
ber 12th, 1942 in ~fosul for the 3rd 
Br.i,gade of the 3rd Karpatian Division. 

T,h,e new se1t of po·stal rule,s allotted 
permanent field pos,t numbers to the 
var'•ous mili.tary formation s (Nov. 5, 
1942.) Sho•rtly after the fo]],o,wing nerw 
Field Posts were opened. 

Field P,ost s 113, 116, 117 on Nov. 11, 
l!.142. 

F'ield Po,sts ll E), 123 on N-ov. 15, 19-!2. 
Bield Post 106 on Dec. 24, 1942 in 

Ifabanija. 
Field Post 124 on Jw. 10, 1943 for 

the Lw6w Indepen,den,t Brigade. 
F'iefd Post 130 on Jan. 18, 1943 for 

t.he EV1acuait,i·on Base, ·T'eheran. 
Field Post 141, on March 20, 1943 for 

the EV1acu,ation Base, A'hvnz in Inan. 
On March 15, 1~43, the 6th Division 

wa,s d~sibam:ded a,nd Field Post 124 was 
al.Iot,ted !Jo the 5it,h Lnfantry Division. 

HesiLde,s these arra.:1gements the ~[iJ.:­
tary A,dminist•JJation also gave out on 
Nov. 5th, 1942, code numbe,rs to the 
larger military form,atiJons: 

Fr•om 1 to 100-to the advanced uni-ts 
Friom 101 to 199-to the R·rd Karpa­

tiam Infa.ntry Bri-gade 
}'rom 201 to 299-<t,o the Base units 
From 301 to 399-to th e 5th Infan ­

try Division 
From 401 to 499----fo the Motorized 

units and Artillery. 
From ·501 t,o 599-<to the Corps for­

ma11:ruon.s (Korpusnie) 
From 601 to 699-to tihe 7th Infan­

,t,ry Divis-ion, to C.W.A. and O.Z.A. 
The a,ddress for priV1wte correspon-
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deuce was "P•ruifor<Je Nr. 
t ine & I•roq Forees). 

" (Pales-

When the fiin.al organizatilOn of this 
Army wa,s accmrnplished it wa.s moved 
during Apri-1, 1943, to Palestine, where 
it was stationed in the Richon-Rec,ho­
bolth-Gaza district. 

In December, 1943 this Army was 
moved to Egy,pt. T-he HQ's to Cairo a,nd 
the bulk of office•rs and men to a tem­
pol'ary camp, Qassasin, from where 
they shortly emba,rked for Italy. Sever­
al units which were left behind in Pa­
lestine were later moved to c·am'P Qas­
sa..sin and then t,o Italy. 

The 2nd Corps was now in :ntaly, 
leaving behjnd the Administra,t iorns of 
the A.P.W. whfoh now looked after the 
fo=wtiions whi<Jh were left behind, 
reserves, etc., it toio, left Palestine and 
move,d to camp Qassasin !in Egypit. 

The uni.Its which lef:t Egyp,t for Italy, 
took with t.hem the Field Posts, leaving 
behin,d tihose which served the reaor of 
the Army. Only Field Post 101 under­
went cha,n,ges. On Auguslt 15, 1943, it 
sp!i,t into two paJJts: one, under Cpt. J . 
Barwlinski i.s moved to Rechoboth, Pa­
le.stine (now ca,lled 101A) and the se­
c,ond, under T. Ta,usz is left in Ba,gdad 
for J,iqui,diation of the posfa•l office. 

On the same day, Aug. 15, 1943, Field 
Pos t 106 (,previou,sly in Ha):Jan,ija) be­
gan tci funotion in Bagd1ad. The priivate 
corresipondence is maw addressed to 
"PolLsh Forces Nr. . . . Middle East." 

An additional Main Field Post 104 
was opened on J ,an. 9, 1944 in Qassasin, 
Egypt, at the 2nd Corps HQ's, but •o n 
Feb. 8, 1944 iJt was moved to Tar.auto, 
LtJaly, where the HQ's were ~tationed. 
By now only the folfowing Field Posts 
remained behind: 

Ma..in Fiield Ptos,t 101, Rech,oboth, in 
1944 Qas,sasin, Egypt. 

F,ieild PoSit 102, Cairo 
Field Post 112, Jemswlem, till March 

1, 1944. 
Fiield Posit 106, Bagdad, till Dec. 6, 

1943. 
F~eld Post 130, Teh eran, till March 

15, 1944. 
Field Post 141, Ahvaz, till March 

17, 1944 
Field P oot 115, Ba,r,bara, till Marnh 

1 o, 1944 

201-7 



Diagrams of the Combined Field Post Offices 
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Field Posit 114, - tJilil Jan. 26, 1944 
Some chan.ges occurred in the Field 

P,osit movements: 

Field Po,s t 106 was reopened on Mar. 
3, 1944 at Qassasin, Egypt and on April 
20, 1944 . lef"t to go to Italy. 

Field Po,st 114 was reopened at E,1-
Kantara to s·erve the 5,th Mi.Jitary Hos­
p1tal. 

Field P. 103 was opened at Qass,asin. 

Field Post 109 was opened at Qass,a­
sin, embarked on Sept. 14, '45 for Italy 

Field Post 141 wa,s reopened on Sept 
14, 1945 alt N,azar,eith at the Scho,ol of 
Young Vo'1unteers (Females.) 

As we now see from this list, th e 
movements of some Field Posts are not 
indic·ated and we can prnsume that 
these e,ad moved to Italy with the bulk 
of the 2nd Gorps. 

'!.'he following is, as for as this aI'ti­
cle is concerned, a summary of the main 
movements of the above mentio·ned 
F ield Posts. 

Pi:eld Post 111 on Nov. 1, 1940 in 
Dekhel, Egypt; May, 1942 at Gaza; 
Oct. 1942 rut Iraq; closed on Dec. 12, 
1942 in Palestine. 

Main Field Post 101 on May 5, 19!1, 
at Sidi•Bishr, Egypt; May, 1942 at Re­
choboth; O0t. 1943, rut Iraq; 1944 at 
Qass,a'sin-,' Egypt. 

Field Posit 112 on Dec. 22, 1941 in 
Sidi-Bishr, Egypt; April 1942, in Jeru-
1srulem; Oct., 1942 in ITaq; Mar. 1, 1944 
in J erusalem. 

F1ield Post 192 on April 4, 1942 in 
Cairo. Olosed on Jan. 3, 1947. 

Field Post 114 on Aug. 5, 1942 ln 
Bey•Gir.g'ij, P,alesitine; Nov. 5, 1942 in 
Iraq; c,l,-0sed in Palestine on Dec. 16, 
1943; re-opened in 1945 in El-Kantara. 

F ield Post 115 on Sept. 21, 1942 in 
Rechoboth; olosed March 10, 1944. 

Field Post 121 on Oct. 12, 1942 in 
Mosul, Iraq; A,pr. Dec. 16, 1943 in Pa­
lestine; moved to Qassrusin and Italy. 

Field Pos,t 122 on Oeit. 12, 1942 in 
Mo,sul, Iraq; A1)r. Dec. 16, 1943 in Pa­
lestine, moved to Qassa,sin and Ltaly. 

Field Pos>ts 113, 116, 117 on Nov. 10, 
1942 in Imq; Apr. Dec. 16, 1943 Pales­
tine, moved to Qassasin, and Itaily. 

Fie:ld Posts 118, 123 on Nov. 15, 1942 
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in Iraq; Apr. Dec. 16, 1943 in Pales­
tine, moved to Qassasin and Italy. 

Field Post 106 on Nov. 24, 1942 in 
Habanij·a, Iraq, re·opened on March 16, 
1944 in Qassasin; on April 20, 1944 left 
for Italy. 

Field P,ost 124 on Jan. 10, 1943 ;n 
Iraq; On Apr. Dec. 16, 1943 in Pales­
tine, moved to Qa,ssa,sin and ItaJy. 

Field Post 130 on Jan. 18, 1943 in 
Teheran, Iran. Clo,sed on March 17, '1c4. 

Field Post 141 on Marnh 20, 1944 in 
Ahvaz, Iran. Closed Miarch 17, 1944, re­
opened on Sept. 14, 1945 at N·azrureth. 

Main l'ield Post 104 on Jan. 9, 1944 
in Qassasin, Egypt; lef.t on Feb. 8, 1944 
for Taranto, Ltaly. 

Field Posit 103 on Dec. 4, 1944 in 
Qassasin, Egyipt. 

Field Po,s,t 109 on Jan. 10, 1945 in 
Qas,sa,sin, Egypt. Left on Se,pt. 14, 1945 
for Italy. 

Incomplete as the story may be, it 
has given us an historic document of 
great value. It deals with •an import­
arut phase of Pofand's po11ti cal history 
during the anti-f ascist wiar and the 
struggle waged by the Polish people to 
defeat the common enemy - The Mi d­
dle Ea,s,t phase wa,s of utmost ilIIlJPort­
ance. The Awthor has done a grerut ser­
vice to philately by giviwg us the £,acts 
of the formation of these F1iela' Posts. 

NEW MEMBERS 
P. W. Trubey 

61 Rue St. Cyr 
Hull, Que., Oanada 

Dr. J. A. Dobrowolski 
301 Summit Ave. 

Ottawa 1, On t. Canada 

OHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Anthony Samuels 

3610 Ponchartrain Drive 
Michigan City, Indian,a 

'Ilhomas Zebrowski 
9 Resley Stree.t 

Gar,dner, Massachus1itts 
St. T. Trepka 

Ul. Goraszew,ska, 18 
vV a,rszawa 34, Poland 

John J ·asinski 
Route 1, Box 210 

Park F,alls, Wis. 
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STAN ISlAW MONIUSZKO 
By Dr. Ra.yall de Ragan 

June 4, 1962 marks the 90th anniver­
·sary of the death of S.tanisla,w Mo· 
niuszko, the "Fla,ther of P,olish Opera". 
f['hi,s year, it is very lik,ely that a stamp 
will be issued in the Famous P,oles 
s e r ii e s 0ommemorn,ting M,oniuszko's 
de,ath. 

As a Great Pole, Moniuszko was first 
honored in a series of postal cards, in 
1938, cm card No. 30. In the post-war 
peri,o,d a number of st.amps were issued 
in his h-on.or, Scott's No. 526, 527 and 
832. In 1961, duning the Musical Fes· 
t/iv,al in Bozna:6., the Festiv,al Committee 
als,o issued a µostal card with his port· 
raiit. 

8tanisla;w Morniuszk-o w,as born on 
May 5, 1819 in Ubiele, Minsk Territo-
11ies, the ,son of a w<ldle cLass land­
owner. As a child he reveale,d his great 
love for music whiich was carefully cul­
tiva.ted by his mother Eliza;beth, nee 
Madzarsk,a, who fil'st taught him to 
play the piano. 

He studied under Augustyn 1'reyer, 
Dominik Sltefa,norwiicz and C. F . Ruen­
genluagern. He married in Wilno in 1840, 
a11;d became an organist at S,t . Jo.hn's 
Ohurch. While studying in Berlin he 
c,ompiosed three songs to words by Mic· 
kiew\ic21 r which were pub Lishe cl, and in 
1941 his first o,peretta "Nocleg w Alpe· 
nirn,ach" was perf,ornned. His composi­
tfons then poured out ~ overtures, can­
tatas, songs, opere'bt~s . . . 

A two-act opera "Halk,a" appea1·ed in 

- PO L AND -
Mint - Used - First Day Covers 

Want Lists Welcom!)d 
Lowest Discount Prices 

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO. 
Box 323 Granite City, Ill. 

BULLETIN ADS - PRICE LIST 
For Polonus Members Only 

Full Page - $12.00 
Half page - 7.00 
Quarter Page 4.00 
One Inch Ad 1.50 

Send copy and remittance to Editor. 
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about 1847. He j-ourneye·d to St. Pet,ers· 
burg, Ruiss'ia, w,here he was in.fluenced 
by Glinka and Dargomyrzki. On J ·a,nu· 
ary 1, 1858 "Halka", now a four-act 
opem, wias presented in ,Varsa,w despite 
opposition fl'om t•he ruliing authorities. 
None the less, the success it had cause<l 
his opposit~on to offer him the posi,tion 
of orche,st·ra direc,tor in the 'Warsaw 
Opem and lruter a,s a t~acher in the 
Mus.ic Oons•ervatory. 

He we,nt to P,ari s to study and more 
operas :follo,wed - "Flis", "vVidma", 
"Hrabina", "Verbum No,bile" and tlie,n 
"Strasz111y Dw6r" which was played i11 
1865. On June 4, 1872 Moniu:szk-0 died 
suddenly from a heart attack. 

Aslide fl'IOm his operas, Moniuszko 
J.eif't behind numerous songs, seven Mas­
ses, two Requ.iems a.nd four Lit•anies. 
He w.as the first to introduce national 
and qf1ten regional charac.teris,tics into 
P.olish o·penws and is k,now:n as the 
"FatJher of Polish Oiper-a". He is re­
gard,ed, next t,o Freder,ick Chop.in, as 
the seco.nd grerutest P.olish composer. 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND . 
Supplement No. 6 1 196 1 

Now Ready at $1.30 
pl\IIS 20c posltage 

W,riJte us for a special price on 
complete Poland pages 

(.to Members of P.olonus only) 
Special Binder .......... 5.75 .50 
Dust Oase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .50 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C.' Kobyl ka 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 
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Scout Balloon Mail - 1959 
By Marian Dunski 

(Tr,amslaited by Barbar.a Strzelecki) 

On May 1, 1959, the Post 0.ffice un­
der the auspices of the Hoy S,;outs in 
the town -of Rawicz, arranged the 
"Gre-a.t Po1and BaUoon Games", in 
which 102 balloon<s compete,d. On this 
occas1on Thawicz II, a 100 cubic meter 
ca,pacity, CMTied a bag of mail. The 
le.titers were ca,ncelled with a dater and 
canceller of the Boy Scon.t Po-st post­
of.fii.ce, togethe,r with t 'he regulair po,SJt­
office cancellation. 'l'his w,a-s done with 
the •pe,rmis,sion of the District DirectoT 
of ,t,he Pos.t Offices in Piozn,a:6.. 

On the sa,me day the airpla,ne "S.P. 
- B.H.D.", clro1pped Boy Scout mail by 
pa1,a,;hute for .the citizen's of Rawicz 
and surrou.nding cities. These letters 
h,aid a s-pecial cancellation showing a 
parachute and fac simile of the pilot, 
Bartkowiak, who made the parachute 
mail dwp. On the "Balloon" mail, there 
w,as a seal of "Ballon Raiwicz the Se­
cond"; a blue label with the inscri,p­
tion: "Wielkopol,skie Zawody Balono­
we" - (50 grnszy). A drawing of a 
baHoon irJJScriibed: "Rawicz", and a 
green cancellation wit,h the following 
wo-rd-s: 

"Wiel]i:.orp-9lskie Z,awody Balono-we 
Z.H.P. - P .H., Rawicz, 1. V. 1959". 
On .Tu'lle 14, 1959, during the cere-

mony of the assigning of two flag s 
to· the two scouting units in .Tutrosin, 
a smaH halLoon with maill was launched. 
This balloon la,rufod in the village of 
Borek ne,ar Dubia11, carry,ing a back­
-s,tamp of Pos,t Office Dubian. This 
mail w,as also canceHe'd with a red 
stamrp -as fo'llow,s: 

"BaJonem P.L.K. Hynek". 

Also a lwbel was used similar to the 
one us e'd on May l, 1959, but in a 
ch oc-ofa.te-brorwn colo;r on yellow pape~'. 
0:1 the balloon mail the 20 and 40 gro­
szy stamps were c,ancelled with a date·r 
cancellaition ".Tutwsin 14. 6. 59", and 
the scout laibels wei-e cancelled with a 
round cancella,tio,n in the g.reen color 
with the following words: 

"Broy Scout Pioi,t, 14. 6. 59, Rawicz". 
'l'he back stamp of the balloon mail 

fr.om the 1-anding place ha,cl the follow-
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ing postmark: "U.P. Dubian, 14. 6. 59 
- 20 rplu:s 3 sitars". There were a.bout 
400 pieces of mail in each of the bal­
lo,on rac-es. The activitie,s of the Scout 
Po-st are under srporusoI'ship of the local 
authorities as well a.s the P.O. and the 
mini.JStry of Communic,ations. 

A111d nJO'W a f0w- wo.r-dis aibout the 
scout mail. T:he rubibre.viation "P.H." 
stand,s for "P-oczta Harcenska." The 
P.H. wa;s org1a.nize,d in ,1956 as: "Poczta 
P-arkowa", then in 1957 it w,a.s named 
Sc,out Mail. It ha.s its own post-al orga­
,Tuizati,on wihich issues stamps, ca;n.cel-s 
and delivel'S the mail. The pat:ter-n of 
such an org,an:izaiti,on was the trad,ition 
rnf the- scout1111,g service as "go:6.ce" or 
me,ssenge-rs in the Wars-aw Uprising. 

/Tihe desig-n aUJd art work of the scout 
lrubels a.re made by the scouts them­
seilv,es unde,r gui·oonce of their leaders. 
The pri,nting plates are made of lino­
leum and the impressions are ITua:de O[l 

a ha,nd,rprnss. The scouting mail unit in 
"Ra;wicz" is being serviced by the 
scouts t·hemselves, and tihey are parti­
cularly active during all types of Scout 
g,athering.s or sc.out affai,rs, which do 
not have r-eg,uLar postal units. The scout 
mail 1abe,1s were used 0111 local antl na­
tiional mail and on ordinary ,or regis­
t -e,re,d arnd special deJii:ve,ry mail. 

M-r . .Tan :BQ,Uik,owski, the manager of 
,the sc·out ma,il, suppLied -the, wr.iter with 
,the informatii-on for this ar:tide. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Henry E. Dowgiert 

5071 E . Ga.ge Ave. 
Bell, California 

Harry R. Thorwir-th 
2929 "0" 8t. 

Lincoln, N ebmska 
Marian Kulow-ski 

53½ Ups,ala 
Worcester 7, M-ass. 

M. D. Miodus 
W. Main Street 

Oblong, Ill. 
Eugene .T. Bogucki 

4622 N. Kelso Ave. 
Chicago 30, Illinois 

201-11 



NEW ISSUES 
By J . J . Domar 

On the occa,sion of the 15t h Blicycle 
R®ce of Peace, the Pola.sh Posit issued 
three postage stamps. T'.he 60 gr. re.pre­
sents a single ciompetiJtor sunounded by 
inscriJpti.orus of the word "Peace" in va­
rio11s languages, this word being rerpre­
sentative ,of the R,ace ide,a. 

On the stamp ,of 2.50 zl. face value 
a long 110w of cyclisbs ris repre-sented, 
i.e. a peleton, of the background of a 
styJiized Roman fifteen. 

The srt;a,mp bearing 3.40 zl. face va,lue 
s'h,ows the ·badge of the Race, i.e. c;oats­
or ,a,nn,s of the three cities - Berlin, 
Praha, W•arsaw - on the background 
of a bicy;cle wheel. 

,r 

FiI1St clay of ~ssue : April 27, 1962. 

'l\hree values were issued -on the 50th 
Anniversary ,of Lenri1t's Vis~t tio Pol<ancl. 
First dJay of issue : May 2•5, 1962. 

40 gr. - pale green ancl dark green 
clesign~cl by E. Tirdiszek 

60 g1·. - pale re,d ancl cl-ark reel 
iclesignecl by A. Skla,rczyk 

2.50 zl. - :pello,w amcl br1own 
descignecl by B. Kowalska 

Qwarubitie,s: 2 mil~on each of the 40 
ancl 60 ,gr., ancl 800,000 of t he 2.50 zl:. 
Prinlted by P.W.P .W. 

In 0onnecti.on 'Wu-th the Millenium of 
the Polish State six st,amps o.f F,a,ll!JOus 
P.oles ,we,re issued on June 20, 1962. All 
&tall!Jips are of 60 gr. value. 

Romual>d Tra.ugutt - olive and •bl:ack 
Juljusz SLowack.i - hrnw,n ancl black 
Frncle,ryk Cllmpin - blue and b1ack 
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·····~·····~~~ ...... .....,,,....... ... ~ 
► ◄ 
► POLONUS PHILATELIC SOC IETY ◄ 

t LESTER JANKOWSKI, President : 
► 10 5. l a Sa l le St. Chicago 3, Ill. ◄ 

► ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary ◄ 
► 1439 N. Be ll Ave, Chicago 22, Ill . ◄ t EDWARD GAWENCKI, Treasu rer ~ 
► 1453 Mi lwaukee Ave , Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ 

t PUBLICATIONS COMMITTE E ! 
► WALTER SZYM LEK, Chai rm an ( 
► 2341 W. Moffat St. Ch icago 47, I ll. ◄ t CHESTE R A. SCHAF ER, Editor : 
► 864 N. As hl and Ave . Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ : ---- : 
► The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political. ◄ 
► Views expressed by the a uthors of arti cl es :lP- ~ 
► pearing herein do not necessari ly express the i 
► views of the Po!on us Philate lic Society. ◄ 
: - Annual Dues are $2.50 - j 
-....~ ......................................... AA..&..a.. 

Maria Kom,opnicka-gr,een ancl b1ack 
J m,oisJ:.aw D~br,o:w•ski--,pumpl,e & b1ack 
Adiam Mickiieiwicz - green ancl b1ack 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 13, 1962 - Business Meeting 

Members' Bourse. Bring your dupli­
cates of your g,oocl material. Share your 
philatelic good fortun e with your fel­
low members. 
July 27, 1962 - Program Meeting 

A Bent P,o,we11 Airmail Auction will 
be held. It.ems on c,overs ancl off cover·s, 
first flights, forged stamps, fake can­
ceI!ations, L .O.P.P., e:tc. 
August 10, 1962 - Business Meeting 

Amiother Members' Bourse - where 
stamps will be hought amd sold. 
August 24, 1962 - Program Meeting 

Another Auction of material from 
the exitem.s,ive Bert Powell Oollection. 
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