


FOR 20% AUCTION 
COMMISSION -
WE 
THINK YOU SHOULD 
GET THE BEST 

When you pay an auctioneer 20% commission we think 
you deserve the best possible treatment for your stamps. 

Thoughtful and attractive presentation of stamps offer­
ed for auction sale means wider and greater appeal. That 
means the best results for the seller. 

So at G reg Manning Auctions we look at each collec­
tion consigned to us for auction as an opportunity to give 
you t he best. Dependable descriptions. The best lotting. 
A thoroughly professional job. Because we know that is how 
you will get the best price. 

And if your stamps or your particular circumstances 
are not suited to sale by auction we won't pressure· you to 
auction your stamps. Since we also handle disposit ion by 
outright cash sale or private treaty, we can recommend 
the most logical method of sale. You can rely on us to give 
you our most unbiased and best advice. 

Contacting us when you are ready to sell your stamps 
may just be t he best thing you can do. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
126 Passaic Ave. 

Fairfield, N.J. 07006 
Telephone: (201) 228-5400 



May we 
• 1n a 

quiet way 
tell you: 

During the past ten months, Raymond H. Weill Co. pur­
chased four collections, each in six or seven figures. 

One of these properties is probably the most valuable 
single collection sold since we paid four million dollars 
for a stamp collection in 1969. 

Recognized Buyers 
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EVERY YEAR 

Two Impressive Auction Sales 
ARE ARRANGED BY 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
AT HAMBURG 

which command worldwide attention. 

Richly illustrated catalogues of these public auctions will be sent to interested 
parties at a cost of $5.00 (US) to help pay airmail postage. 

In the event you would like to sell , and are looking for excellent results, then EDGAR 
MOHRMANN & CO. is the right choice for you. Clients all over the world , including 
the United States, have complete confidence in us. Consignments to our Auction 
Sales are accepted anytime. Large lots are best sent by air fr.eight. 

Sale dates are : 
! • 

11th - 13th April 1978 
October - 1978 

Material to be included in the above sales should reach us four months prior to the above dates. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
D 2000 Hamburg 11 

W. Germany 
• Grosser Burstah 19 • Postfach 11 1007 
Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 Cables: EDMORO 
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The time could not be better 

to sell your stamps 

Time passes so quickly for the true stamp collector who loves his hobby. 
When the hour finally anives to dispose of the property he holds dear, he 

should carefully select a merchant with the same love of philately for its sale . 

Prices are at an all time high and whether you sell outright or consign your 
stamps at Public Auction-this is a perfect time. We run two auctions a month 

and your stamps will bring the most at one of our sales . . 

For almost half a century , four generations of Apfelbaums have taken pride in 
their affection for all phases of stamp collecting. Your contact with Apfelbaum 's 

will be handled discreetly and courteously with the utmost of care. 

Why not contact Apfelbaum's for details? It will certainly be to your advantage. 
Remember, the time couldn' t be better. Give us the opportunity to show you. 

Inc. 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international ~auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH (Switzerland) 
P.O.B. 

Bahohofstrasse 102 
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The Specialist and Rare Stamps Department of For the convenience of our clients we also offer 
Stanley Gibbons has a reputation without equal in the a Specialist Register where individual requirements and 
philatelic world. For more than 120 years we have held interests are recorded . The Register serves to supply 
one of the largest selections of fine philatelic material illustrated lists and regular information covering every-
available anywhere in the world. thing from rare stamps and postal history to proofs and 

Over the years our staff has always maintained colour trials. 
the friendly, personal service that made the name of If you would like your name to be included on the 
Stanley Gibbons famous. . . Ii Register, and receiw our illustrated lists, write to Stanley 

At 399 Strand, you will fmd a large team of ~::.llf~ · Gibbons Spec1ahst and Rare Stamp Department, 
spec ialists prepared to. meet your particular re- . . ' ~ including details of the type of.material and the 
quirements, and to advise you about your collection. · pnce range you are interested m. 

"'""-~ ~ ... ..., ,. ... a..,.,., 

"'--~ 

STANLEY GIBBONS UMrrED 
391 STRAND LONDON WC2R OLX. 
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_Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction_ 
UNITED STATES CLASSIC POSTAGE STAMPS 

Featu rin g outstandi ng examp les of sing les, multip les and covers 
of imperforate issues. 
Property former ly fro m the Col lectio ns of Lilly, Caspary, and Seymour 

Auction : Wednesday, January 11at 10 :30 am• 980 Mad ison Aven ue, New York 
On view from Monday, January 9 
Illustrated catalogue $3/with prices realized $4 

UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMP SHEETS 
Many rare and unusua l 19th and 20th century sheets including Co lumbia , 
Trans-Miss iss ippi, and Pan-A merican issues , Co ntemporary 
a ir sheets, the first air post issues and othe r im po rtan t sheets 

Auctio n : Wednesday, January 11 at 1 :30 pm• 980 Madison Avenue , New York 

O n view fro m Monday, Janua ry 9 
Illustrated cata logue $1 /with p rices rea li zed $2 

We are curre ntly accepting pro pe rty for fu ture sa les 
Avai lab le fo r appraisals and guidance o n philate lic propert ies 

-158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/7 43-4458-
6 



_Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction_ 
UNITED STATES, BRITISH & FOREIGN 

POST AGE ST AMPS 
including Property from a Collection. to be sold by the order of Yale University 
Featuring an important sec tion of United States 19th and 20th century postage 
stamps including: 1861 90¢ Blue (Sc. "72) used block of 25 o n piece, probably the 
la rgest block of the 90¢ in existence; a used block of six of the 1862 24¢ Brown Lilac 
(Sc. #70a) ; o utstandin g British and Foreign stamps including many sca rce and 
popula r classic issues with a se lec tion of classic British Guiana, Trinidad and 
Nevis ; gene ral foreign sta mps including many scarce 19th and 20th century sing les 
and sets such as Nether lands, Vatica n and the Provis io nal se t (Sc. #35-40) 
Auction: Tuesday, February 7 at 1 :30 pm and Wednesday and Thursday, 
February 8 and 9 at 10:30 am and 1 :30 pm at 980 Madison Avenue, New York 
On view from Monday, February 6 • 1 llustrated catalogue $3/$4 with prices rea lized 

Sc. #160 

-158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 

Sc. #72 

203/743-4458 -
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6 NUMERI PUBBLICATI IN UN ANNO 
420 P AG I NE ST AMP ATE 

36 RECENSION! DI PUBBLICAZIONI 
63 ARTICOLI 50 TRA I PIU FAMOSI 

AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI 
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE, 

FRANCESE E TEDESCO 

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO 
IL MONDO 

ABBONARSI PER UN ANNO VUOL DIRE 
RICEVERE PUNTUALMENTE LA PIU 

PRESTIGIOSA RIVISTA DI FILATELIA 
AEROFILATELIA E STORIA POSTALE 

6 ISSUES A YEAR 
420 PAGES PRINTED 

36 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST 
OUTSTANDING AUTHORS 
IN THE WORLD 
25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN 

DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR , ONE 
WOULD RECEIVE PUNCTUALLY THE 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE 
OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 

-- --- -- --- --- -- -- - - -------------------------------------~------ -
Dcsidero riccvere informazioni per l 'abbonamento a: 

I would like 10 receive detailed information concuning the subscription to: 
IL NUOVO CORllM!RE FILATELICO 
Via Martell i , 8 - 50129 Firenze (Italy) 

no me 

name 

via 

addrus 

citt3 

town 
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THE INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED MINKUS 
NEW WORLD WIDE STAMP CATALOGS 

VOLUME ONE: 1977-1978 
Now in THREE Convenient Parts 

This greatly expanded and completely up-dated edition of the popular New World Wide Stamp Catalog offers the 
general collector greater convenience and more economy than ever before! It is now published in three separate 
parts, each bound in an attractive and durable flexible cover and fully indexed. The 1977-1978 edition contains 
over 105,000 entries reflecting prices based on today's market averages. More than 27,500 clear illustrations 
enable the collector to quickly locate and identify stamps. Helpful historical and geographical information is given 
for each country. The simplified chronological numbering system makes the catalog very easy to use. There is 
in-depth coverage of varieties, and key types and watermarks are clearly illustrated. 
The separately bound parts are organised as follows: 

VOLUME ONE - Part I: British Commonwealth & Ireland (800 pgs.) 
VOLUME ONE - Part II: Free Asia & Africa (832 pgs.) 
VOLUME ONE - Part III: Latin America (688 pgs.) 

And, STIU AVAILABLE, the Companion Edition: 

MINKUS NEW WORLD WIDE STAMP CATALOG 
VOLUME TWO: 1976-1977 

$11.95 
11.95 
9.95 

This big, authoritative reference contains 2,032 pages covering Europe, Colonies and former Colonies, 
Occupations, Special Zones, and Vatican. Over 26,000 clear illustrations are provided for easy identification. 
Technical information is concise and understandable. Collectors will find the uniform color description system to 
be very helpful. 

Hardbound .............. Originally $16.50, NOW $9.50 
WHILE THEY LAST! 

MINKUS NEW AMERICAN STAMP CATALOG - 1978 
For nearly a quarter century this outstanding catalog has been widely endorsed as a highly dependable and 
practical reference for the U.S. collector. The enlarged, new 1978 edition contains over 14,500 entries and 
additions as well as more than 3,500 illustrations. There are more than 8,000 price changes and additions which 
reflect many substantial adjustments since the last edition. Realistic prices, based on present market averages, 
are given for singles, plate blocks, sheets, and first day covers. 

In addition to much useful information relating to the various issues, there are 45 categories that cover air mails, 
parcel post, official stamps, special printings, envelopes, postal cards, revenue stamps, Confederate States, 
luminescent issues, Canal Zone, U.S. Possessions, United Nations, and much more. Hard bound(380 pages) 

.............. ................... ............. ~~ 

... ALL FROM MINKUS, THE CREATIVE PUBLISHER 
All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nation and the stamp &. coin depart­
ment of these fine stores: 

ATLANTA-Rich's 
BOSTON-Jordan Marsh 
CH EVY CHASE-Woodward &. Lothrop 
CHICAGO- Marshall Field &. Co. 
CINCI NNATl-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS-Lazarus 
DENVER-May-D &. F Co. 
GARDEN CITY, N. Y.-Gimbels 
HARTFORD-G. Fox 
HOUSTON-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS-L. S. Ayres 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-G1mbels 
NEW ORLEANS-Maison Blanche 
NEW YORK-Gimbels, Gimbels East 
PARAMUS, N. J.-Gimbels 

PH I LA DELPH IA-Gimbels 
P ITTSBU RGH-Kaufmann's 
PORTLAND-Meier &. Frank 
RICH MON D-Thalhimer's 
ROCH ESTER-Sibley's 
SAN ANTONIO-Joske's of Texas 
SAN FRANCISCO- The Emporium 
SANTA ANA, CA.-The Bon Marche 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 
SKOKIE, ILL.-Marshall Field&. Co. 
ST. LOUIS. MO.-The Famous Barr 
TORRANCE, CA. (Del Amo)-Bullock's 
TOWSON, MD.-Hutzler's 
VALLEY STREAM, N. Y .-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON-Woodward &. Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N. Y.-Gimbels 
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Our 1978 edition. 

Revised 
Introduction 

Clarified, simpli­
fied, more useful, 
more informative 
than ever. 

For the Record 
This section lists 
stamps of ques­
tionable philatelic 
validity. 

It's the most 
catalogue 
we've ever 
published. 

New Common 
Design section 
Llsting stamps of the same design 
issued by more than one country. 
Llke the 1956 Europa issues initiated 
by the Common Market nations. 

Counterfeits and 
Forgeries section 
It defines what they are and explores 
some of the more prominent 
specimens. 

Over 43,000 
price changes 
More than 
6,000 new 
issues 

Standard Catalogue 
now in 4 volumes 
With more new prices 
and new issues than 
ever before, the ' 78 edition 
needs the extra space. 

·······························@ :s:c:o:T:T: . . . . . . •.•••....................•.••.• 
Serving collectors since 1863. 

Scott Publishing Company· 530 Fifth Avenue· New York, N.Y. 10036 
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Ja
CEva 'West wanted the best 
offer for her stamp collection, 
and CJ/arris saw that she got it/ 

Eva West mailed her stamp collection Eva West 's note typifies the com­
from Missouri to Boston because she ments of the thousands of collectors 
expected courtesy, prompt n egot ia - w=h~o:_.:.:h::.a.:.v:e_:s_:o:.:.l:d_:s:.:t.:a:.:m~p:::s:..:.to::....:H.~a;:rr'fi"'.s ·;· :-~'!:":I 
tion and a generous pr ice. Eva West~ 
wasn't disappointed. Nor are the hun ­
dreds of other philatelists who sell to 
Harris each year. Harris constant l y 
buys collections and accumulations, 
provided they are worth $100 or 
more . We are i nterested in buyi ng 
nearly all types of philatelic material, 
especially stamps of the U.S . and B ri ­
tish North America, and world -wide 
or special country collections that are 
strong in sets. Harris has vast experi ­
ence. We've been buying stamps from 
collectors si nce Woodrow Wilson sat 
in the Oval Office . 

Why Eva West chose Harris when she 
decided to sell her stamps: 

We have a wor ld -wide reputation 
for unquestioned integrity, bu ilt up 
over 60 continuous years of doing 
business. 

We make liberal cash offers and 
have the financ ial resources to pay 
spot cash for purchases of any magni­
tude . We make immediate payment 
in 'full . 

3321 A Texas Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63 11 8 

H.E. Harris & Co. , lnc. 
645 Summer Street 
Boston, Mass. 02 110 
Appraisal Dept. 

Dear Sirs : 

Thank you so much fo r the check in the 
amount of $1, 253.00. 

I have been dealing with H. E. Har ris & 
Co., off and on for .45 y~a rs and have 
been always satisfl ~d with the prompt 
and courteous service. 

Am sending another lot under 
separate cove r. 

Si nee rely You rs, 

~ 'n,· . .£/.&..-t-
Eva M. West 

You built your collection carefully. 
· Sell it with equal care. 

F When you are ready to 
o r se r io us-minded se ller s, we ~-----*-_ ...., sell yo u r stamps, be sure 

, ma k e free appraisals. • ··-· to contact our Appraisal 
In additio n t o buying fr o m co llec- YIG UVI Department. Highlight 

tors , we handle estate and institu- Slam'S Tl SEJ. informat io n about yo ur 
tional purchases regularly . coll ec ti o n would be 

We pay m o re because we buy for helpfu l ; it need not be 
reta i l stock, not for resale to dealers. techn ical or complete. 

No haggling o r delays; no "work· Please do not send your 
ing up" t o the right pri ce. The first L collection until we re-
price that we quote will be the only R~~sfo il~a~~ ~°o~e ~g~~~ 
price that we wil l pay . selling your collection , 

Safety of stamps in our custody is send only 5 0¢ f o r our 
guaranteed . W e have the largest and booklet of valuable in-
finest facili t ies in the world . formation , "When You 

If you are not entirel y pleased with Have Stamps to Sell," It gives you 
ou r offer, your stamps will be pr ompt- valua bl e suggestions and t ells you 
ly returned intact , at our ex pen se, more about H .E. Ha rris & Co., Inc ., 
with no charge to you . the World's Largest Stamp B uy er. 

dl.1ff.~~~~ 
Dept. SS-28, Boston, Massachusetts 02117 
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"Nowadays, people know the price of 
everything and the value of nothing.'' 

If your specialty collection 
is more than a series of buy 
prices, call Andrew Levitt . 
As a leading buyer of spe­
cialty collections, he' ll pay 
full value for yours. 

- Oscar Wilde 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 
''America's foremost dealer in specialty collections'' 

(203) 743-2016 

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
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Sold by 
Kaufmann's 
in19n 

Kaufmann 's of Washington is recognized as one of the 
nation 's foremost dealers in rare stamps and covers. 

We will buy your stamps outright, or consign to our 
world famous public auctions, whichever is appropriate. 
January 1978 13 



$8, 121, 196.00 

1977 AUCTION REALIZATION 

THE RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF! 
WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, 
DEAL WITH THE WORLD LEADER. 

YEAR AFTER YEAR AMERICA'S 
PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE 

AS WE ENTER OUR 48th YEAR OF SERVICE TO PHILATELY, 
WE WISH TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO OUR THOUSANDS 

OF BUYERS AND CONSIGNORS 

120 EAST 56th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 
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1978 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 4 

January 11 

January 18 

February 1 

February 15 

March 1 

March 15 

March 29 

April 19 

May 3 

May 10 

May 17 

June 7 

June 21 

September 20 

October 4 

October 18 

November 1 

November 15 

December 6 

December 20 

- EARLY U.S . POSTAL HISTORY WITH FOCUS ON 
NEW YORK STATE-Calvet Hahn , New York , N.Y. 

- ANNUAL MEETING 

- U .S . FANCY TOWN MA R KS ON STAMPLESS 
COVERS- David L. Jarrett , New York , N.Y. 

- TASMA NIA 1828-1870- Robert P. Odenweller , Ber­
nardsvi lle , N .J. 

- SELECTED INTERESTING AND RARE COVERS OF 
THE WORLD- Herbert J . Bloch, New York, N.Y. 

- CANADA-The Admiral Issues-Harry W. Lussey , 
At lanti s , Fla. 

- FRANCE AND COLONIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY . 

- PROFESSIONALS' NIGHT- Bernard D. Harmer, 
Moderator . 

- URUGUAY AIR MA /LS- Philip Sil ver, Elberon , N.J . 

- CHINA . Observations on Chinese collectiong interest 
as s ee n at R OCPEX -TA IWA N 78 Republic of 
China- Ellery Denison , Tacoma Park , Md . 

- AWARDS DINNER . 

- NICA RGUA-LTC Joseph M. Sousa , Wayne, Pa. 

- U .S . BLACK JACKS - Dr . Jose ph F . Ro nke , 
Scottsdale, Arizona . 

- MAURITIUS- Hiro yuki Kanai, Osaka, Japan. 

SUMMER RECESS 
- HAITI- Dr. Nrman S. Hubbard , Cove Neck, N.Y. 

- POSTAL HISTO R Y OF TH E U .S . BANKNOTE 
ERA.- Seymour H . Kaplan , Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 

- COLOMBIA AIR MA ILS- Bernard D. Harmer , New 
York, N.Y. 

- PANAMA REGISTRY STAMPS . Study by cities-Dr . 
James B. Helme , Nashvi ll e , Tenn. 

- JUNIORS AND ASSOCIATES NIGHT. 

- POSTAL HISTORY OF OUTER MONGOLIA 1870-
1940- Edward M. Tolman, New York, N.Y. 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS' OPEN HOUSE. 
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Editorial 

Whither Traditional Philately? 
Traditional philately, the grandfather 
of all philatelic pursuits , is in danger. 
The danger, however, is not a lack of 
interest , but rather a too rapid prolifera­
tion of its children. Look at any interna­
tional show which boasts 10,000 frames 
and see what proportion is devoted to the 
traditional collections. Yet these tra­
ditional exhibits are often the drawing 
cards which bring people to the show -
that is to say, those who come to see the 
show itself rather than to buy overpro­
moted souvenirs or to visit the bourse. 

In the last few decades we have wit­
nessed the growth of a major sub-branch 
of philately - the topical/thematic -
which is for most an inexpensive means 
to collect and exhibit stamps when the 
traditional approach seems out of reach . 
At first topical collecting was regarded 
benignly by the traditional as a proper 
poss ible introduction to philately and, of 
course, there were always those few 
collectors who took it more seriously 
and formed collections with consider­
able philatelic merit. These latter en­
couraged the traditional to feel that the 
movement had an ultimate common goal 
with it s own aims. But the low cost and 
ease of obtaining material drew many 
ad herents to this new approach. Then 
irresponsible stamp issuing entities, in 
recognition of the need for butterflies , 
birds and boats, gleeful ly opened the 
floodgates. The means became an end. 

Whenever a large number of people 
share an interest , there is sure to be 
someone who wil I leap to organize them . 
The topicalists were no exception. Rul es 
were made and judges came forth. Ad­
judication sheets with rigid point sys­
tems became essential, or so it seemed. 
After a ll , there were many who objected 
to the likelihood that a wealthy collector 
would sweep a show and leave them with 
nothing for their efforts. The emphasis 
on specific numbers of points for presen­
tation and coverage with a much smaller 
recognition for rarity seemed the most 
January 1978 
ecumenical approach to satisfy the mas­
ses . 

Then the aerophil ate li sts decided to 
form a separate section , with special 
aerophilate lic judges who would ap­
preciate the problems peculiar to .that 
pursuit. Soon after came the P?Stal h1st<?­
rians. Other smaller grandch lidren agi­
tated for their own separate treatment. 
Super-specialization had arrived. 

Where was traditional philately while 
all this was going on? Sitting back and 
watching with the same attitude that 
many NASA scientists held about the 
space program - that it was so obvious to 
themselves how marvelous and vital 
their own accomplishments were that it 
should be obvious to everyone. Unfortu­
nately that was far from the case in both 
instances. The children had grown suffi ­
ciently to fend for themselves . 

The real question, then , is where tra­
ditional philately should go from here. It 
is sad but true that many top collectors 
have been discouraged by these trends 
and no longer have an interest in show­
ing their exhibits . On the other hand, the 
thematists , aerophilatel is ts, and postal 
historians can, and indeed have, or­
ganized shows strictly for their spe­
cialties alone. Perhaps a major first step 
would be to encourage organizers of 
shows to consider having a traditional 
show alone , with the possibility of con­
current but separate shows for the other 
areas . If a sufficiently large exhibition 
hall could be found, or better, a cluster 
of halls , the separate shows could be 
relatively accessib le to one another. The 
difference between this approach and 
that of merely having separate groupings 
at the same show is subtle but necessary. 
Rather than feel a small part , as numbers 
go, of a massive show, the traditional 
collectors cou ld again feel that the em­
phasis on quality rather than quantity 
would make the show more meaningful. 

(Continued on page 51 
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A 

TALE OF 

THREE CITIES 

Mail To Nepal from Khasa, Kerong and Kuti , Tibet 

The postal history of Nepal is both fascinating and mysterious. The 
specialist in this area has to undertake not only geographical research, but, 
also historical research if he wishes to unearth the pedigrees behind the 
covers of that strange country. 

by FRANK VIGNOLA 
Nepal was forbidden territory for 
most travelers until , in the early 

1950s, the country was opened to for­
eign visitors. Playing and important 
role in making that remote area acces-

Frank Vignola lives in San Francisco. 
One of the top specialists in the philately 
of Nepal, his book, ''A Guide to Spe­
cialization in Nepal Philately," co­
authored with Mac Linscott Ricketts fills 
a gap in the sparse literature of that tiny 
mountain country. 
18 
sible to outsiders were the mountain 
climbing expeditions to Annapurna in 
1950 and later to Mount Everest. Be­
cause of thi s inaccessability records 
from the postal archives, except for the 
modern day period , are practically non­
existent. Thus , it is search adn research 
for the serious Nepal postal hi story spe­
cialist if he desi res to understand and 
enjoy his covers. 
· Khasa, Kerong and Kuti were three 

towns located within the borders of 
Tibet, but were at various times, under 
the jurisdiction of Nepal. Nepalese 
Above left, Kerong Court Seal; right , Kuti Court Seal. 



Cover carried by runner from Kuti , Tibet, with manuscript postmark of 
Tatapani, Nepal , September 19, 1909, negative type intransit mark of Chautara, 
Nepal and receiving mark of (Kathmandu) Nepal. Stamps are seal cancelled. 
courts were establi shed in these towns as 
earl y as 1895, if not befo re, for the 
purpose of protecti ng the interests of 
Nepalese traders and merchants liv ing in 
Tibet and also to ho ld tri a ls fo r crimes 
that they may have committed there . 
These courts were under the direct au­
thority of the Nepalese Resident in Lh­
asa . 

It has taken me several years to ac­
cumul ate a small quant ity of covers fro m 
these three towns . The few covers I have 
managed to locate range from stampless 
o ffi c ial covers to reg iste red co vers 
fra nked wi th Nepalese stamps. They are 
addressed to ei ther the Foreign Mini stry 
or to the various prime ministers or 
commanding general s who he ld power in 
Nepal be tween 1895 and 1954 . In my 
opinion, the story uncovered by my 
ph ilate lic curios ity and my philate lic 
research into thi s materi al is worth te l­
ling . Of course, the results of that re­
search which fo llows is subject to addi ­
tional in fo rm ation and correc tion . 
January 1978 
Locating Khasa, Kerong and Kuti 
wasn ' t an easy task s ince most maps 
don ' t show their locations; and , on those 
that do the ir names have been changed or 
spelled differentl y over the years. 

Khasa or Khassa (also poss ibly ca lled 
Kyishong) is in Tibet near the Nepalese 
border above Tatapani , Nepal , on the 
Chinese-built road that runs from Lhasa 
in Tibet to Kathmandu in Nepal. It lies in 
the Kuti mo untain pass about 5 mil es 
north to northeast of Kodari where the 
main Nepalese border pos t office fo r 
mail be tween Nepal and the People's 
Republ ic of Tibet is loca ted . 

Kerong , Kyerong, Kerung or Chi­
lung is located in Tibet above Rasuwa, 
the Nepalese borde r town in the Kerong 
mounta in pass area lead ing from Tibet to 
Nepal. It is about 45 miles north west of 
Kuti . 

Kuti , Kutty, Kutti , Koti orCh ' ung-tui 
is located in Tibet severa l miles north of 
Khasa at an elevation of about 13, 900 
feet . A map dated 1892 (correc ted by the 
19 
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Location of Kerong, Kuti and Khasa. 
1902 British-India Survey) claims it is 
also known as Ni lam Jong , and is located 
on the Bhotia Kosi . A 1970 map shows 
Nyalam Dzong about 45 miles southeast 
of Kyerong Dzong . Kuti is now called 
Nyalamu, and covers from Tibet with 
stamps of the People's Republic of 
China cancelled Nyalamu have been fre­
quently sent to Nepal since the Chinese 
overran Tibet in the 1950s . This means, 
no doubt, that Nepal lost its jurisdiction 
of Kuti and Kerong with the Chinese 
takeover. My latest Nepalese covers 
from these three towns are postmarked 
1954. 

So far, only a few covers from Khasa 
have been located . Since they are post­
marked 1895 and 1896, I can only guess 
that the Khasa Court moved from Khasa 
to Kuti around 1896 . Seemingly , the 
Kuti Court had jurisdiction over the 
Nepalese born by Tibetan fathers and 
mothers , while the Kerong Court had 
jurisdiction over the Tibetan born by 
N apalese fathers and mothers . 

The hi storical setting of Khasa, 
Kerong and Kuti goes back to 1769 when 
Prithivi Narayan, the first recognized 
20 
King of Nepal, conquered the region as 
far north as the Tibetan mountian passes 
of Kerong and Kuti . Again in 1788 and 
1791 the Nepalese invaded the provinces 
of Kerong and Kuti , but were driven out 
by the Chinese in 1792. As a result they 
were required to send a tribute mission to 
China every five years . 

Much to the dismay of the Nepalese, 
the Tibetans harassed Nepalese tribute 
missions when they travelled through 
Tibet on their way to Peking, China . 
Worse, the Tibetans abused Nepalese 
merchants and traders living in Tibet by 
not allowing them to trade freely in 
Tibet. The two grievances, plus the de­
sire of Nepal to repossess the mountain 
passes ofKerong and Kuti, were brought 
to a head in 1854 when Nepal declared 
war against Tibet. 

A settlement was reached by the Tre­
aty of Thapatali that same year. A Nepal 
Residency was established in Lhasa and 
eve ntually Nepalese jurisdictional 
courts were established in Khasa , 
Kerong and Kuti not only for the purpose 
of holding trials for Nepalese merchants 
and traders who had committed crimes in 



Registered stampless cover carried by runner from Khasa, Tibet with manuscript 
postmark of Tatapani, Nepal, May 21, 1896, and manuscript intransit mark of 
Chautara, Nepal and negative intransit mark ofDhulikhel, Nepal to Kathmandu. 
Tibet , but also to see that they received 
the fair and just treatment not given them 
by the Tibetan courts . As a result , 
Nepalese traders and merchants were 
allowed to reside and trade freely in 
Tibet. Duty -free entry of Nepalese 
goods was permitted and Tibet agreed to 
pay an annual tribute of 10 ,000 rupees to 
Nepal. 

The si tuation changed in 1950 when 
Tibet was occupied by China . Tibet 
stopped sending the annual tribute pay­
ment to Nepal in 1952, the Nepalese 
colony in Lhasa lost its privileges and 
Nepalese trade suffered severe restric­
tions . In 1959, the revolution brought 
about further trade restrictions between 
Nepal and Tibet. They have never re­
turned to their former extent. Since that 
time , the Tibetan frontier has been 
closed towards the south by a series of 
military stations, and the Kerong and 
Kuti jurisdictional courts no longer 
exist. 

Now that we have an understanding of 
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the geographical and historical back­
ground of Khasa , Kerong and Kuti we 
are in a position to make a reasonably 
knowledgeable study of covers from 
these towns in Tibet. We will begin with 
covers from Khasa , because they date as 
the earliest of my jurisdictional court 
covers. 

Recently, after much searching, I was 
able to locate a few covers sent from the 
Khasa Court in Tibet to Kathmandu, 
Nepal. To the best of my knowledge , 
covers from the Khasa Court had not 
been recorded previously . All were 
postmarked in either 1895 or 1896 and 
were carried by runner from Khasa 
across the Nepalese-Tibetan border 
where they were put into the native 
Nepalese postal system at either Tata­
pani , Nepal or Chautara, Nepal. All are 
registered stampless official covers. 
They bear the personal handstamped 
seals of the senders, and have handwrit­
ten Tibetan inscriptions next to the seals 
which indicate , according to my corre-
21 



spondent in Nepal, they were sent from 
the Khasa Court. Inscribed on the front 
of the covers it also states that they were 
sent from Khasa. The covers are ad­
dressed to either Prime Minister Bir 
Shumsher or to the Jaisi Kotha (The 
Foreign Ministry) in Kathamandu. Since 
there doesn't seem to be any covers from 
the Khasa Court after 1896 it is possible 
the Court was transferred to nearoy Kuti 
about that time. My earliest Kuti covers 
are dated shortly after this period, and 
the Kuti Court Seal bears the date 1896. 

My earliest covers from Kerong date 
back to 1897. All show about the same 
routing to Kathmandu. They were car-
22 
der. My most recent Kerong Court cover 
is postmarked 1936. However , the 
Kerong Court could have remained in 
existence until the 1950s when the 
Chinese overran Tibet. The 1936 cover 
differs from my earlier Kerong covers in 
that it does not have the intransit mark of 
Trisuli, Nepal. The same ornate, large 
round Kerong Court hands tamped seal is 
a prominent feature on the 1936 cover as 
it was on the earlier ones . 

The most interesting of the jurisdic­
tional court covers are those from Kuti, 
Tibet. A few covers from Kuti have been 
recorded franked with Nepalese stamps 
but most are stampless covers marked 
Registered stampless cover carried by runner from Kerong, Tibet, with manu­
script postmark ofRasuwa, Nepal, June 21, 1900, and with negative type intransit 
mark of Trisuli, Nepal and receiving mark of (Kathmandu) Nepal. 
ried by courier or runner from Kerong, 
across in the Nepalese-Tibetan border to 
the nearest border post office, Rasuwa in 
Nepal. There they were processed into 
the native Nepalese postal system stamp­
less cover does not have the usual or­
nate, large ro und Kerong Court Seal 
handstamped on it, but subsequent cov­
ers do . All of these covers were marked 
officia l and registered . Al I have the 
handstamped personal seal of the sen-
official and sent registered, similar to 
those covers from Khasa and Kerong . 

My earliest Kuti covers are dated from 
1902 to 1904. They are handstamped 
with the sender ' s personal seal as well as 
with the ornate, large round seal of the 
Kuti Court, and are stampless official 
registered covers. Al I are addressed to 
Commander-in-Chief Bhim Shumsher at 
the Foreign Ministry in Kathmandu . The 
only differences between my early Kuti 



This seal has been seen cancelling the 
stamps of two covers from Kuti, Tibet in 
1904 and 1907, according to the book 
"The native Postmarks of Nepal". Since 
the inscriptions do not include the word 
"Dulak" (Post Office), the seal is proba­
bly the postmaster's private seal. 

covers is that a 1904 cover has no in­
transit marks. My most recent Kuti cover 
was postmarked in 1954, which should 
be pretty close to the time when Nepal 
lost its jurisdictional courts in Kerong 
and Kuti to the Chinese . The 1954 cover 
is similar to my early Kuti covers, even 
including the large round handstamped 
seal of the Kuti Court. 
January 1978 
The most unusual as well as the 
scarcest covers from Kuti are those 
franked with Nepalese stamps. My fa­
vorite Kuti cover is the one pictured at 
the beginning of the article . This 1909 
registered cover is franked with a strip of 
4 and a strip of 3 of the I anna crossed 
kukris recut frame variety stamp . The 
writing at the top of the cover translates 
to registered acknowledgment due, 7 
seals (wax) of Sri Rajrajogini, and 7 
stamps of 1 anna. The 2 strips of stamps 
are tied to the cover by 9 handstamped 
oval seals which read Sri Sidhi Bhagaka, 
which is probably the private seal of the 
Kuti postmaster. However, they could 
be the personal seal of the sender . The 
cover is addressed to Prime Minister 
Chandra Shumsher Jung at Kathmandu , 
and is marked as being sent from Kuti on 
the front. The large Kuti Court Seal was 
not a pp I ied to this cover. I am of the 
opinion that the 7 Nepalese stamps were 
put on the cover at Kuti and tied to the 
cover with the postmaster ' s private seal. 
I also believe that the 7 wax seals are 
those of the sender. W . C. Hellrigl has a 
similar , but unregistered cover from 
Kuti bearing a single 4 pice Sri Pashupati 
Registered stampless cover carried by runner from Kuti, Tibet, with manuscript 
postmark of Tatapani, Nepal, September 19, 1902, and negative type intransit 
marks of Chautara, Nepal and Dhulikhel, Nepal and receiving mark of 
(Kathmandu) Nepal. 
23 



stamp, via Tatapani, Nepal to 
Kathmandu. 

My final Kuti cover of interest is a 
1921 cover addressed to Prime Minister 
Chandra Shumsher Jung at Kathmandu . 
It is indicated on the cover that it was 
franked with 7 stamps of the 4 pice 
val ue . These stamps were most probably 
appl ied to the cover at Kuti . The letter 
then was carried by runner and posted 
and registered at the border post office of 
Tatapani, Nepal. I imagine the sender 
indicated on the letter that he had applied 
the Nepalese postage before turning it 
over to the runner at Kuti. A. E. Singer 
has a simi lar but unregistered 1921 cover 
from Kuti bearing a single 4 pice Sri 
Pashupati stamp, via Tatapani, Nepal to 
Kathmandu. 

We believe, through the foregoing, 
that we have given sufficient evidence 
24 
via the use of these covers to show that 
Nepalese jurisdictional courts were es­
tablished in the Tibetan towns of Khasa , 
Kerong and Kuti as early as 1895 and 
existed until at least 1954 after the 
Chinese takeover of Tibet. According to 
my research, Nepalese courts were in the 
Tibetan cities of Lhasa and probably 
Gyantse and Shigatse . However that is 
another story since these cities were not 
conquered and were not under the juris­
diction of Nepal as were Khasa, Kerong 
and Kuti at different times in their past. 

Acknowledgements are due Dr. W . C . 
Hellrigl, Dr. A. E . Singer, Dr . F . E . 
Vignola and N. G. Rajkarnikar for their 
invaluable help in making this article 
possible. All were most wil ling to pass 
on their original research and philatelic 
knowledge on the subject as well as to 
help me translate and interpret the stories 
behind my covers. My thanks to them. 
Registered cover carried by runner from Kuti, Tibet, with postmark ofTatapani, 
Nepal, January 3, 1921 to Kathmandu, Nepal. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Army, Department of the, Pamphlet No . 550-35, "U.S. Army Area Handbook For 
Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan." Washington, D.C . : U.S. Government Printing Office, 
1964 
Bell, C., "Tibet Past And Present. " Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924 
Hagen, T., ' ' Nepal, The Kingdom In The Himalayas. '' Bern: Geographical Publishers, 
1971 
Hellrigl, W. C. and Hepper , C., "The Native Postmarks Of Nepal. " Petersborough: 
Nepal Phil atelic Study Circle, 1977 
Richardson, H . E., "A Short History Of Tibet." New York : Dutton, 1962 



Janua
FRENCH COLONIES, 1881-1891, 

The Alphee Dubois Issue 
The Evolution of a Stamp and Its Use 

Continued from page 360 , Vol. 56, No. 6, Nov. 1977 

by Robert G. Stone 

The Annual Printings 
The procedure calling for annual re­
quisitions from each colony for its stamp 
requirements for the next year , was ap­
parently followed throughout the Dubois 
period . Requisitions were due in Sep­
tember and the stamps were usually 
shipped out between December and Feb­
ruary. The first printings were distri­
buted later than usual (April?). 
usual (April?). 

Dr. R. Joany has been trying since 
1970 to identify the existence and 
characteristics of each annual printing of 
each denomination. Unable to find ar­
chival documentation as to which print­
ings and denominations were sent to 
which colonies, in what quantities and 
when, he has resorted to an analysis of 
postmarked copies . For some more 
commonly used denominations-Sc, 
15c, 25c-he has recognized 11 print-
ry 1978 
ings from 1881 to 189 l , some with 
decidedly characteristic shades of ink 
and paper, others with only subtle and 
variable ones and hence uncertain . Some 
printings are not found from every col­
ony in existence , as might be expected. 
The shades of some years seem to agree 
with those of French stamps of the same 
year. He has not felt his results are 
sufficiently definitive yet to publish . 
The approach is of course plagued with 
the difficulty that stamps cancelled in a 
given year could have come from any 
one of the previous printings . Neverthe­
less, from sample copies Dr. Joany sent 
me, I was able to identify most of the 
printings of 5c , I 5c and 25c in my 
material from St. Pierre-Miquelon ; also, 
I could verify that the surcharges of St. 
Pierre of 1885-92 were made on a wide 
variety of printings (see my article in 
CCP Jan-March 1972). 
The Dubois in Service 
Estimates presented in our previous 
study (CCP , 1959) , suggested that prob-
ably somewhere between 25 and 50 mil-
lion Dubois stamps were printed, of 
which about 5 million were in turn over-
printed or surcharged. The lower de-
nominations must have been issued in 2 
to 5 millions each, and the 25c (used on 
most fore ign destination letters) in about 
7 or 8 million. All colonies existent by 
1890 received supplies , though not 
necessarily all denominations. Those 
25 



Fig. 18. From Gabon (Libreville) 1884 to Michigan, with 25c yellow. Usage from 
Gabon before 1890 is very rare. 
colonies in Africa and Madagascar first 
established in the mid-or late 1880s had 
opportunity to use only small quantities. 
But 12 of the older colonies were stocked 
with them for the full decade 1881-91 . 
Because of the growing population and 
commerce and the addition of new col­
onies in this period, the overall postal 
traffic was much greater than in the 
preceding two decades of stamp use . It is 
not surprising, therefore, that the Dubois 
stamps, mint and used off cover, are far 
26 
commoner than the previous issues. But, 
as we noted in 1959, the Dubois on cover 
seem to be less plentiful than with the 
earlier issues, or perhaps almost on a par 
with the Sage issue . Apparently fewer 
archives of correspondence from the 
1880s were saved and collectors did not 
show interest in Dubois on cover (until 
recent years). After UPU began the 
postal rates were lowered so that high 
frankings became infrequent and the 
higher denominations (30c to l fr) not so 
Fig. 19. From Pondichery, French India, to France, with 25c yellow, postmarked 
Caledonia, to London, 1888. French mail packet sorter's Ligne T. Transit mark. 
Dubois are not common on cover from New Caledonia, and off cover rare from any 
places other than Noumea. The use of combinations (10 + 15) or multiples (5 x 5) 
to make up the 25c rate is often seen. 
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Fig. 20. From Pondichery, French India, to France, with 25c yellow , postmarked 
11 June 1881. A ve ry early use of the Dubois since the colony had probably only 
received its stock in May. Blue postmark . The Dubois are rather common from 
Pondic1'.ery but very rare from the other French India towns (Karikal, Chander­
nagore , Mahe, Yanaon). 
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Fig. 21. Registered cover Saigon-Port to Berlin , 1887, 75c rate franked with 
combination of 25c yellow , IOc, and 40c-a double-weight letter (50c) + 25c 
registry fee. The 40c stamp is seldom seen as a single on cove r (2 x 20c for double 
local rate), but mainly used for higher frankings in combinations or multiples , 
and even thus a very scarce item. The use of Dubois from Indochina is frequent on 
covers mailed on French packets, with Ligne T and Ligne N postmarks. 
January 1978 27 



Fig. 22. Very unusual franking on a registered letter with pair of 40c, St. 
Pierre-Miquelon to Paris 1891. Actually the rate was 7Sc so it was overpaid Sc, 
probably because the sender happened to have 40c stamps. The 40c is an excellent 
value on which to show cancels as the black ink contrasts well with the light 
orange color-the 2Sc yellow likewise. 

Fig. 23. A very heavy non-philatelic letter of 14 weights, franked with 14 x 2Sc 
Dubois (black)( = 3.SOfr!), St. Pierre to Halifax 1889. 
28 



often needed , at least on ordinary letters. 
The simpli fied postal-rate structure did 
not call fo r many combinations of de­
nominations nor uses of multiples that 
charac teri zed the pre-1 878 period . Al­
though the number of post offi ces in the 
colonies steadily increased through the 
19th Century, it took an espec ially big 
j ump in the 1880s. By 1891 they totalled 
January 1978 
about 390 . The number of different 
postmarks, inc luding military, ship , and 
other spec ial types, theoretically avail­
able fo r use on Dubo is stamps ap­
proached 500. But a majority of the post 
offices were small and the ir marks more 
or less rare. 

In my 1959 CCP article and rev ised in 
an arti cle in France & Cols . Phil . # 146 , 
~CHANTS' B ANK OF HALIFAX, 

HALIFAX, 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

Fig. 24. The lfr is a " difficult" stamp on cover; here on a heavy bank mail 
envelope from St. Pierre with 25c added to make 5 weights, 1.25c rate, 1890. 
Heavy letters were more often franked with multiples of the 25c instead of the 75c 
and lfr stamps, which few people would keep on hand . 
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Fig. 25. Mixed franking of20c Dubois with Sc Ceres, Guadeloupe to France, 1881. 
A combination with Ceres would be most unusual (if not philatelic) from most 
coloni~s, but in Guadeloupe large stocks of Ceres were still on hand and freely 
used till ca. 1885. 
29 



Oct. 1971 , tables show my rating of the 
relative scarcity of use of each Dubois 
stamps in each colony; the ratings refer 
to cancellations on stamps off cover and 
are largely influenced by the occur­
rences from the few main post offices . 

From the philatelic or postal-history 
30
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Fig. 26. Since the Dubois immediately followed the Sage issue one might expect 
combinations of them not to be especially rare. However, they seem to be very 
exceptional. The example here, the 25c yellow with 75c Sage (a rare stamp on any 
cover!) is one of very few we have any record of. From the postmaster at St. 
Pierre-Miquelon, 1886, who probably had a few single 75c left over after the sheet 
stock was surcharged in Dec. 1885. 
point of view a particular interest at­
taches to the cancellations of smaller 
postoffices and of colonies of limited 
postal traffic , as well as to the special­
purpose types of cancels . An alphabeti­
cal finding-list of wordings in all the 
postmarks (except of ships) on the Gen­
eral Issues, which will be published in 
theFr. Cols . Phil . for Jan. 1978, should 
be useful to collectors in this field . For 
the French packet postmarks the great 
work of Raymond Salles , "La Poste 
Maritime, " provides a comprehensive 
catalog~almost as many ''maritime'' 
marks as terrestrial ones can be found on 
the Dubois! A number of oddities and 
curiosities will also turn up, such as late 
uses of the "lozenge" obliterators (in 
Guadeloupe , Reunion, Senegal) and ac-
 

cidental strikes of auxiliary cachets such 
as " R, " "AR, " "BM, " registry-label 
handstamps , etc. Some uses in France 
are known and foreign arrival marks 
(from ship-letters) occur. (See my article 
in Jn . Fr . and Cols . Phil . Soc. of Gr. 
Br., #108) . 
The postal-history collection of the 
Dubois usage must take cognizance of 
the following important categories:­
!) Use from each colony supplied with 
Dubois . 
2) Use of postal stationery, both the local 
formula postal cards and the stationery 
with Dubois vignette printed on them 
(1885-91), when actually transmitted in 
the mail. 
3) Use of Dubois in combination with 
previous and succeeding issues, and 
with the overprinted or surcharged is­
sues of i 880s-90s . 
4) Use of various common postage rates 
for different types of mail (letters, 
printed matter, registered , foreign and 
internal destinations) . 
5) Use of overprinted Dubois , with proper 



Fig. 27. Combinations with the overprinted or surcharged issues are not unusual, 
though they tend to be philatelic. This one from French Guiana 1887 is very 
exceptional on several counts: it is the only commercial cover we know of with the 
Guiana 1886-88 surcharges, and the 35c rate (to U.S.) was a rare special one for 
sea mail by merchant vessels permitted by UPU but seldom applied (25c UPU plus 
lOc maritime surcharge). 

Fig. 28. Use of Dubois on letters posted on board French mail packets1 although 
only French stamps were sold on them, occurred often because people in colonial 
ports posted at the docks or carried colonies stamps on board. This cover with 25c 
yellow is postmarked (in blue) "Col. Fr./Paq. Fr. D No 1" (Salles #1514), April 
1886. Ligne D at that time called at Guadeloupe and Martinique. 
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CARTE POSTALE 

Ce cote est exc/uyivc111ent rese!"Vti a /'adresse. 

Fig. 29. From 1885 to 1895 Senegal colony operated a mailboat calling at ports and 
river mouths along the coast from St. Louis south to Freetown. A postal agent on 
board cancelled covers with a postmark reading "A PS R/ Senegal" (Aviso Postal 
Service Rivieres/ Senegal, meaning "mailboat postal service to Southern-Rivers 
district of Senegal"). Here, a Dubois IOc post card from Rio Nunez, 1888, to 
Prague-an extremely rare usage on cover (see article by Stone, A mer. Phil. 
Congress Book 1960, repr. Fr. Cols. Phil. #115). 

Fig. 30. The numerous surcharges of new values on the Dubois made during the 
1884-91 period in various colonies are not easy to find on strictly commercial 
covers , especially on local mail. The 15 on 20c of Senegal 1887 is here used 
properly on business correspondence from Rufisque to Thies, Senegal , April 
1887. (See article Stone on the provisional surcharges, CCP, v. 49 #5-6, v. SO, #1. 
2 



Fig. 31. Letter posted on the daily mail wagon that ran between Pointe-a-Pitre and 
Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe. Addressed to Petit-Bourg from somewhere en route 
near Pointe-a-Pitre. The " BM" in oval (for Boite Mobile) signifies it was dropped 
in the movable box hung on the wagon. Normally the stamp would be postmarked 
at the next postoffice. which the wagon passed; in this case, the postmarking of the 
stamp was overlooked and it was later pen crossed. Pointe-a-Pitre postmark was 
struck on face in lower left, and Petit-Bourg postmark on back, both on 12 May 
1886-1886 was about the first year that the BM mark was used. 
frankings in the correc t period 
6) Use fo r mili tary franchi se mail 
7) Use on the French mail packets 

Illustrated herew ith are examples of 
covers of these categories . Obviously of 
postal-h istory interest , these are now by 
fo rce of ph ilate li c trend s becoming 
" class ics" too. 
January 1978 
The illustrations are arranged in the 
order of the following postal classes: 
printed matter, cards, letter cards, letter 
rates, registry, French packets, Bo ite 
Mobile, combinations or mixed frank­
ings, and overprints and surcharges . The 
captions will point out where many of 
them belong.also to the categories li sted 
above. 
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SAMOA 

The Palm Trees Issues, 1886-1900 

By Robert Oden well er 

Continued from page 374, Vol. 56, No . 6, Nov. 1977 

ROUTES AND THE POST OFFICE 

One of the chronic problems of many postal history researchers, the numbers, 
locations, openings, and closings of post offices, is almost nonexistent with regard to 
the Palm Trees issues. Davis had a single post office in apia, probably with native 
assistance, and it remained his sole post office throughout , with a brief closure after the 
fire . Local mail is possible, though none has been recorded . The numbers of literate 
inhabitants of Apia was quite small and they would certainly have gone to see one 
another rather than write a letter. This is particularly likely , as any letter would have to 
be both taken to the Post Office as well as called for there by the recipient , since delivery 
was neither known nor likely. It might be helpful to reemphasize that the Davi s Post 
Office did not have any authority outside of Apia . 56 

Routes are again a subject of little concern to the postal history of Samoa. Since 
essentially all mail was directed to foreign destinations, Davi s was quite dependent on 
the comings and goings of ships which could carry his mail, generally to either San 
Francisco or Auckland, there to be directed to onward destinations as necessary. That 
Davis was at the mercy of the sailing schedules is a great help to the researcher in 
making it possible to consult the sailing lists to tell if a date was possible. Some of these 
are published in pertinent sections of Volume V of The Postage Stamps of New 
Zealand . As a general rule, it appears that Davis kept all his mail and postmarked it on 
the day of the sailing. · 

TRANSIT MARKINGS 

Transit markings may be regarded of some greater consequence than the Post Office 
and routes. Most of the mail passing through San Francisco and Auckland received the 
usual transit mark on the reverse . In San Francisco , the four usual marks were "San 
Francisco Cal St. Ship.," " San Francisco Cal F.D.," " San Francisco Cal Paid All," 
and "San Francisco Cal Rec ' d." (Fig . 60A, B, C, D) In a number of cases these are the 
only sources of year dates on a cover . Often , however , even these markings do not show 
the year and the earlier mentioned technique for determination of year date must be 
used. Transit marks are usually found for New York and London , with receiving marks 
in evidence on most mail to England and Europe . 

An area of great interest and collected as a specific subject itself, is the New Zealand 
Marine Post Office markings . Applied by the crews of contract mail steamers, these 
markings are first recorded to appear on Palm Trees covers as early as 1895 . Colors of 
these marks are red, magenta, green, blue, blue grey, and black . It is curious to note that 
some of the Alameda and Mariposa covers from Samoa have been seen with correct 
Apia dates, but the dates of the New Zealand Marine Post Office date-stamps 
correspond with the times of departure of these ships from Auckland, the date of this 
transit mark having been unchanged since departure. 57 

56 See footnote 4 for full decree . 
5 7 op . cit. Vol. V, p . 712 
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Fig. 60 A, B, C, D. The four most commonly seen San Francisco transit marks 
from the earliest Palm Trees period. 

A unique mark "Damaged by Immersion in Sea Water" in a single lined rectangle 1s 
known on a postcard mailed 22 Feb 1899. (Fig. 61) . The stamp impression printed on 
the card itself appears to have "run" almost as though the ink were partially dissolved . 
The clue to how the card became damaged is suggested by another card mailed the same 
day. (Fig. 62). It shows marks of burning at the right and top, in a pattern which 
suggests that it was in the middle of a packet of cards and letters, not quite evenly 
stacked up . Imagine , then, that the mail bag caught fire and was quickly doused with sea 
water to put the fire out. The first cover might well have been at the bottom of the packet 
and soaked by the sea water which caused the printed'' stamp'' to run. After the fire was 
out, the person or mail officer, noticing the affected cards, could have applied the 
'' Damaged by ... '' marking to them. The burnt card missed the honor as it was not 
damaged by the sea water as such , and there was no ready handstamp to cover the 
contingency of burning. This seems to be a likely enough exp lanation which should 
stand until a better one may be forthcoming. 

Forwarding and redirecting marks are most in evidence on the earlier mentioned 
philatelic " Hawkins" correspondence. The marks , however, are the same as they 
would have been on commercial mail of the same sort on the same day . The reverse of 
the Hawkins cover (Fig. 63) illustrates the amount of handling and accounting accorded 
registered mail in 1894. 

Two of the rarest items of Palm Trees postal history are the triple franked Robert 
Louis Stevenson cover (see Fig . 45) and the triple franked fragment of newspaper (Fig. 
64) . Both resulted from forwarding, the account of the Stevenson cover having been 
related in the Collectors Club Philatelist. The newspaper fragment, from the written 
"Litchfield Road, Kew Gardens" of the readdressing, appears to have been to Hawkins 
but is a most desirable item in any case . The reverse of the Stevenson cover (Fig . 65) 
shows the Glasgow and Edinburgh marks, the latter appearing twice, six days apart. In 
the interim the cover had been taken to Mumbles in South Wales where the re-entry into 
the mail was made. 
January 1978 35 



S 'T · C ,"''- 1~ J :> • 
. ~.~ :; : '. ·,,;: ~~ · !· . . . ..· . 

dct~ss on lx ,tci_ ~c ~rly~n on t h1s atd 

..... 
/. 

Fig . 61. " Damaged by Immersion in Sea Water" is a mark not known on any other Palm 
Trees cover. 
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The Add r 5 only t o be wri tten on this sid e.. 

Fig. 62. The burnt area at the top and right of this card provides a clue to the reason for the 
sea water damage of the preceding cover which was mailed on the same day. Both bear the 
N.Z. Marine P. 0. Alameda mark. 
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Fig. 63. A profusion of marks on the reverse of the Hawkins cover of Fig. 40. Although the 
correspondence is purely philatelic, these marks nevertheless show the extent of handling 
of registered mail in 1894. 

Fig. 64. The triple franking on this fragment of newspaper resulted from a need to forward 
it to Mr. Hawkins, a fortunate accident for such a questionable address. 

BISECT USE 

In the section on the Palm Trees stamps, the importance of the fire which destroyed 
the Post Office was stressed in many ways. In the area of postal history it had a very 
significant impact as it resulted in the provisional bisect use of the surviving shilling 
stamps . It would appear that all perf. 12 V2 and perf. 12 x 11 1/2 stamps in the Davis post 
office were destroyed with the exception of the perf. 12 V2 original issue shilling which 
somehow escaped the fire. Small supplies of stamps were undoubtedly held by regular 
users of the post office, such as the British Consul, and thus escaped as well. 

Having ordered a new supply of stamps (which was destined to be perf. 11), Davis set 
out to recover what he could of his operation. Salvaging the cancellation device, the 
"Registered " mark, and an undetermined quantity of the shilling stamps, he managed 
to reopen for business by April 18, less than three weeks after the fire . The only mail 
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Fig. 65. The six day spread between the two Edinburgh dates tells a part of the story of this , 
the reverse of the Robert Louis Stevenson cover shown in Fig . 45. In the intervening period 
the cover was carried to South Wales in an attempt to locate the recipient. 

processed that day consisted of cove rs already bea ring stamps, of which 4 exam pl es are 
recorded . (Fig. 58). 

Thi s cover was obviously mailed from San Franc isco to Samoa afte r the fire (with 
pre- fire stamps already attac hed) and under separa te cover to be canceled in Samoa, but 
befo re word o f the fire would have reached San Franc isco. Upo n it s arrival it was 
canceled with blue ink and sent to Germany. The le tte r , still w ith the cover , is a bill fo r 
Samoan pos tage stamps. 

Afte r mailing the acc umul ated phil ate lic co rrespo ndence, Dav is dec ided by April 
24th to bi sect the shilling stamps and use them in thi s way to s ignify pay ment of postage 
until the new suppl y of stamps arri ved . The shilling stamps we re bisec ted diago nall y , 
usua ll y from the lower left to upper ri ght corne rs, and canceled in blue ink . 

Much has been written about the bi sect use. For a long time it was e rro neously 
be lieved by some that the bi sec t of the shilling stamp indicated use as 6d . Though thi s 
wo uld be true in most countri es if the 6d stamps had run out , it was ce rta inl y not true 
he re. As all stamps were los t except the shilling va lue, the bi sected frag me nt indica ted 
pay ment of the basic rate, 2 V2 d . One cover ma iled May 16 bears the manusc ript no ta tion 
" All stamps at Samoa burnt . One no w on enve lope was issued for 2 1/2 d ." 58 

On the first day that the bi sec ts were used , April 24th , the Briti sh Consul se nt two 
lette rs to a re lative , probabl y a niece or daughter in England . One bore onl y the bisec ted 
shilling (Fig . 66) while the other was on an offi c ia l enve lope, reg istered , and bore a pa ir 
of the 5d overprints and an R3d ove rprint as well as the bisec ted shilling (see Fig. 41 ). 
Though the shilling on the latte r is not tied ac ross the bi sect cut , the re is no question that 
it belongs to the cove r if for no o the r reason than that the stamp is pe rf. 12 V2 and the re is 
no question about the cance ll atio n be ing genuine. The cancellations and " Reg iste red" 
are in blue, as would be expec ted . Thi s cove r is the mate of o ne sent less than a month 
earli e r which bore the same amo unt and manner of postage except fo r the bi sec t. The 
rate is a correct one in each case, the ea rli e r being a quadruple rate reg iste red (4 x 2 1/2 d 
pos tage+ 3d reg istry). Though phil ate lic, it is poss ible that the late r lette r was fo und to 
•• Philate ly Fro m Au stra lia, Dec . 19 , 1972, p. 102 
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Fig. 66. A first day cover of the bisect use. 

be just over 2 ounces and required an additional 2 V2d for which the bisect was added. 
The perf. I I stamps were printed on May I I and probably arrived in Apia on May 

22nd on the Monowai which left Auckland May 18th. 5 9 After that date it would seem 
that any use of the bisect would be purely philatelic , the once existing need for stamps 
having been for the most part satisfied. Unfortunately, the 2 1/2d value-the one most in 
demand-was not in this shipment as a new plate had to be made . Even though the new 
supply of the 2V2d value did not arrive until mid to late July, Davis could easily have 
made up the 2 V2d rate in any of a number of ways from the normal values he then had on 
hand . 

On May 19, a number of letters with bisects were mailed to James MacFarlane in 
Auckland (Fig. 67) . As the new supply of stamps had just arrived and the likelihood of 
the bisects continuing was slim , this seems to represent a last chance effort to obtain 
covers for philatelic purposes . 

After May 22 , the color of the stamp pad changed as well. It would appear that black 
ink was added to the blue pad causing a change to the black over a period of about a 
month . The latest recorded bisected perf. 12 V2 shilling is also from the British Consul, 
dated Jun 19, with the manuscript note "Posted on board the mail steamer at Samoa." 
(Fig. 68) . A significant feature of the cancellation on this cover is that although it is 
black , it still shows a tinge of blue. 

Some of the perf. 11 shilling stamps are known bisected from corner to corner and 
canceled in blue . It is likely that these were considered " proper bisects" as such by 
Davis, only substituting some of the replacement stock for what was sure to be a 
dwindling supply of the perf. 12 V2 stamps . I have record of these on piece but not on 
cover. 

I have examined a cover to Hubert Hawkins and have heard of another, and have 
record of a piece, all of which bear the perf. 11 shilling canceled in black (without any 
blue evident). These bear an Apia CDS with the date 28 May 1895 and yet also bear an 
arrival mark in England of 14 August. Since this was more than double the usual transit 
time for mail in 1895 , I suspect that the Apia CDS was antedated by Davis to coincide 
with the period during which he was making bisects so that his good customer Mr. 

'" A footnote in Vo l. Y . g ives the date as May 23rd , but a subsequently published artic le in Philately From 
Australi a sho ws May 22nd as the arriva l date. 
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Hawkins could have so me exampl es, too. Mr. Hawkins wo uld not like ly have know n of 
the bi sec ts until late May at the earliest and hi s request would have reached Dav is by 
ea rl y Jul y . By thi s time , ho wever , the ca nce llation pad had changed comple te ly to bl ack 
and though a ll othe r c rite ri a such as date and manner of bi sec ting were done correc tl y , 
the pe rf. 12 Y2 stamps were ex hausted and the cance llation was the wrong color. Indeed , 
late r pe rf. 1 1 bi sects c rea ted to o rde r fo r the demand '' on piece ' ' we re bi sected not fro m 

~J.( 

Fig. 67 . This represented a last ditch effort by a philatelically aware collector to 
manufacture bisects before the new supply of stamps made the use unnecessary. 
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Fig. 68. The latest recorded date on a bisect cover. 
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corne r to corner but verti cally with a little s lant. Thi s , in my opinio n , was a reacti on of 
Dav is to hi s consc ie nce in not making the c rea ted bi sec ts quite the same as the " rea l 
ones. 

With regard to the items in que stion , however , Dav is co uld have ex pl a ined the 
" delay" in sending a reg istered letter (on which the reg istry was not rea ll y pa id , due to 
the 2 Y2 d pos tage be ing the equiva le nt of the split , but with no s ign o f the additi ona l 3d 
fo r reg istry), by a numbe r of excuses, but in thi s manne r he was rea ll y acco untabl e to no 
one but himself, so the '' de lay'' o f over a mo nth of a reg iste red le tte r was of littl e 
conseque nce . 

It is the instance o f the bi sec ts, the n , tha t I previously referred to whe n statin g tha t I 
be lieved tha t Dav is did not manipul ate hi s datestamps on ma iled cove rs with o ne 
no tabl e exceptio n . T wo o the r cove rs are recorded , o ne a " handbac k" dated 24 April 
w ith a bi sec t ca nce led in black and the othe r a pa ir o f the R3d, o ne with double 
ove rprint , to e w Zealand with an Api a CDS in bl ac k dated 29 April. As the se are 
obvious ly "constructed " dates in the middle of the blue pe riod , they are almost 
ce rta inl y latecomers as we ll . Unfo rtunate ly the o ne that was ma il ed does not bear an 
arri va l mark. 

A ve ry we ll reasoned case is made by Mr. Burge 60 fo r the poss ibility that the Hawkins 
covers "went the wrong way" and arri ved late as a result. If the blui sh tinge of the black 
C DS on the June 19 cover (Fi g. 68) we re due to some o the r reason than s tated be fore, 
and an immedia te change to bl ac k had bee n made be twee n May 22 and 28 , it is poss ibl e 
th at hi s expl ana tion could be co rrec t. In any case, the in fo rma tion and consideratio ns 
a re worth y of furthe r stud y. 

NOTABLE FEATURES OF SOME COVERS 

To co nc lude the sec tio n on Pa lm T rees pos ta l hi sto ry, the re are a numbe r of cove rs 
which have partic ul arl y unu sua l fea tures which should be recorded . These gene rall y 
inc lude rare usage and unu sua l ra tes . 

The two high va lues, the one shilling and the two shillings and sixpe nce are ve ry 
e lusive indeed . The onl y recorded use o f a s ing le shilling on a cove r is a phil ate lic use of 
a " Prov isiona l Gov' t" stamp to Vancouve r (Fi g. 69). Thi s is made eve n more 
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Fig. 69. Double perforations at the top and bottom enhance this, the only recorded cover 
with a single shilling stamp. Very few "Provisional Gov't" overprinted stamps are known 
on cover. 
60 Phil ate ly Fro m Au strali a, June 1976, p. 33 
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interesting as the stamp has double perforation s at the bottom. Other shilling rate cove rs 
are known , specifica ll y double rates be fore mid 1888 and the Times of Lo ndon cove r 
(Fig. 43 ), but none used the shilling s tamp a lone . Late r covers (Fig. 58) are pure ly made 
up to show a se lec tio n of stamps, so the shilling is aga in a voided . 

Usage of the 2/6 is just as ra re . Altho ugh an earl y cove r e xi sts with a prope r 5 x 6d 
rate , it bears two o ne shilling stamps and a sixpence to make up the rate . The re are only 
two cove rs known bearing 2/6 s tamps. A sing le 2/6 stamp with the '' Prov isiona l Gov' t '' 
o verprint is found on a registered cove r to W . A . Coope r , the San Franc isco mail age nt. 
Most unu sua l is a reg istered cover to Turkey which bears bo th the 2/6 and the R3d 
overprint. (Fig. 59) . The latte r was a few mo nths afte r the fire and bears the first pe rf. I I 
stamps. On a diffe re nt level is the postcard with the address of Maurice Burrus on which 
the 1h d stamp has double perfo rations at the top and botto m (Fig . 70). The postca rd is 
one of the earli est of the second issue . The ea rli est compl ete postca rd o f the firs t iss ue 
was used to Germany in 1896 (Fig. 71 ) . One mailed a month earlie r is kno wn but the 
adhes ive had become detac hed from it. A number of covers are known fro m February 
28, 1894 with the 5d on 4d overprint (Fig. 72 ). These and othe r c ircum stances make it 
e ntire ly poss ible that thi s was the fir st day of iss ue of thi s provisional. 

Anothe r cove r shows an unusual combination (Fig. 73) . The strip of four of the 2 1/2d 
ove rprint are the first , or handstamped , iss ue whil e the sing le is from the issue which 
was printed in red . The rate 1/s is not a genuine one. 

The final three covers are the onl y known uses of the stamps on cover. First is the 
pe rf. 12V2 Malietoa (84ax) used to Ho nolulu (Fig . 74). Tho ugh it shows the c rossed 
penc il marks assoc iated with reg istry , the re a re no othe r mark s show ing that it went 
thu s, and onl y the postage is pa id. 

One of the rarest post fire issues is the bl ac k pe rf. I I Ma l ie toa (B4gx). The onl y cover 
known o f thi s iss ue bears a strip of four (Fig. 75) . Aga in , the rate is not quite ri ght but it 
is neve rthe less a remarkabl e cover. 

On sa le fo r o nl y seven months befo re the post offi ce fin a ll y c losed , the changed colo r 
Id (red brow n , B2g}, is very diffi cult to find used , the few known copies probabl y 
ha ving been cance led to order . No othe r copies o f thi s value used on a pos tcard (Fig . 76) 
are know n. The N .Z . Marine P .0 . mark pro vides additiona l att racti veness to a ve ry ra re 
usage . 

The Addren only to bti wrJUen on thla aide 

Fig. 70. Also with double perforations , the address of Maurice Burrus was added (by 
himself, it seems) at a much later date . 
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Fig. 71. The earliest complete postcard recorded. 

Fig. 72. Possibly the first day of issue of the Sd on 4d provisional. 
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Fig. 73. An unusual combination of the handstamped as well as the printed 2~d 
surcharges. 

Fig. 74. Showing registry markings, yet bearing only sufficient stamps for postage, this is 
the only recorded example of the perf. 12112 Malietoa on cover. 
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Fig. 75. One of the rarest post-fire stamps , the perf. 11 black Malietoa is almost unknown in 
multiples. Here it is in a strip of four on the only known cover bearing this issue. 
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Fig. 76. Available for just over half a year, the red brown (changed color) ld is unknown on 
any other postcards, the rate it paid. The N.Z. Marine P.O. Mariposa mark is a familiar 
feature of the few postcards of this period. 

(Continued on page 48) 
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The Clubhouse 
In 1976, as president of INTERPHIL, 
Col. James T . De Voss was instrumental 
in achieving an outstanding philatelic, 
artistic and financial success for that 
international exhibition in Philadelphia . 
That it attained such a large measure of 
success is due to the drive and energy 
that have characterized Jim De Voss' ac­
tivities in the philatelic world. As execu­
tive secretary of the American Philatelic 
Society, he took that organization from a 
membership of slightly more than 
13 ,000 and propelled it to an almost 
unbelievable leadership in American 
philately with over 43 ,000 members and 
this with a concomitant increase in the 
services offered . 

For those and other philatelic 
achievements, the Collectors Club has 
named him the 1977 recipient of the 
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award 
for '' Outstanding Services to Phi­
lately .'' The medal which is emblematic 
of that most prestigious award in United 
States philately will be presented at the 
Annual Awards Dinner on May 10, 
1978. 

Though his position as APS executive 
secretary in recent years has made his 
name a household word in international 
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philately , long before he took on that 
herculean task, Jim DeVoss had already 
made his mark in the world of stamp 
collecting. He is presently chairman of 
the APS Expert Committee, vice presi­
dent of the Federation International de 
Philatelie (FIP), a trustee of the Ameri­
can Philatelic Research Library and a 
member of the Honorary Council of the 
American Philatelic Congress . 

Hi s previous organizational activities 
include the presidency of the Washing­
ton (D .C.) Philatelic Society, chairman 
of the Hawaiian Philatelic Exhibition 
(HAPEX-195 l) chairman of the Canal 
Zone Study Group, first vice president 
of the American Philatelic Congress, 
vice president of the Federacion In­
teramericana de Filatelia (FIAF), vice 
chairman of the National Philatelic Ex­
hibition (NAPEX), international secre­
tary and director of the APS and presi­
dent of the Pentagon Philatelic Society. 

Col. DeVoss is an APS accredited 
judge and has served twice on interna­
tional juries: EXFILBRA '72 (Rio de 
Janeiro) and ARPHILA '75 (Paris) . In 
addition, he has been a judge or chair­
man of the jury for many national and 
regional exhibitions, and has also been 
the United States Commissioner for sev­
eral international shows: EXFILIMA 
' 71 (Lima), EXFILBRA '72 and 
STOCKHOLMIA '74. 

As a writer and editor, Jim DeVoss 
has left an indelible mark as well. He 
served as stamp editor of the " Honolulu 
Advertiser" from 1950 to 1952, writing 
a weekly column for that newspaper. He 
was the editor of the ''Pentagon 
Philatelist ," he edited the 1953 "Con­
gress Book " and he was the associate 
editor of' 'The Yucatan Affair , the Work 



of Raoul Ch. de Thuin, Philatelic Coun­
terfeiter," published in 1974 by the 
American Philatelic Society. 

In addition, he has written extensively 
on Canal Zone, Forwarding Agents and 
other Panama markings-his special 
philatelic interests-for various publica­
tions, including "Stamps" magazine, 
the "Congress Books" of 1952 and 
1959, the "Collectors Club Philatelist " 
and "The Philatelist" (London), to 
name but a few. His article in "Stamps" 
on the 1909-1921 series of Canal Zone 
was used by the Scott Catalogue editors 
for a major revision of Canal Zone list­
ings. In 1970, he received the Collectors 
Club Medal for the best article in the 
"Collectors Club Philatelist " for that 
year . 

Col . De Voss was chairman of the 
Catalogue Revision Committee of the 
Canal Zone Study Group, its revisions 
being accepted eventually by both the 
Scott and Minkus Catalogues . He wrote 
the Panama portion of ''Forwarding 
Agents" by Kenneth Rowe, the Panama 
Forwarders of U. S. Mail portion of the 
"American Stampless Cover 
Catalogue" by E. N. Sampson and the 
British Postal Agencies portion of ' ' The 
Encyclopaedia of British Empire Post­
age Stamps ," Volume v, Robson Lowe, 
1973 . 

Col. DeVoss is a founder and trustee 
of the American Philatelic Research Li­
brary , a founder of the Cardinal 
Spellman Philatelic Museum and a 
member of practically every important 
philatelic organization, including but 
not limited to the American Air Mail 
Society, The Collectors Club of New 
York , the Confederate Stamp Alliance, 
the Essay Proof Society, the Philatelic 
Foundation , the Postal History Society 
of the Americas, the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Canada, the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London, the Society of 
Philatelic Americans, the U . S . Classics 
Society, Bureau Issues Association and 
Western Covers Society. 

He is an enthusiastic exhibitor on the 
national scene, having achieved grand 
awards at HAPEX (Honolulu) 1951 and 
at SOJEX (Atlantic City) in 1969, and 
the champion of Champions award at 
Balpex that same year, plus a number of 
golds and special awards as well. Inter-
January 1978 
nationally, his collection garnered three 
large golds: Philympia (London) 1970, 
BELGICA (Brussels) 1972 and IBRA 
(Munich) in 1973 . At EXFILCA 
(Caracas) in 1970, he was given a special 
award, this being rated as between a 
large gold and the grand award. His 
collection has received the Prix d'Hon­
neur two times; at STOCKHOLMIA '74 
and INTERPHIL '76 . 

Col. DeVoss is a much sought after 
philatelic speaker. In 1967, for example, 
he spoke before philatelic groups 
twenty-two times. Another of his hob­
bies is photography and he has made 
extensive use of color slides to illustrate 
his stamp talks. He has been a speaker at 
The Collectors Club on at least five 
occasions since the late 1940' s and re­
ceived The Collectors Club Medal for 
the Best Program in 1968 . 

In 1937, he received a B. S. degree 
and that same year was commissioned a 
second lieutenant in the United States 
Army. Then, following a stint as field 
supervisor, in the circulation department 
of the "Des Moines Register," he was 
called to active military duty as a first 
lieutenant on January 2, 1941. After a 
twenty-year span of service , during 
which he graduated from the Infantry 
School (Advanced Officers Course) , 
Fort Benning, Georgia in 1944 and the 
Command and General Staff College at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas , in 1953 , he 
retired as a colonel in 1961. 

Although commissioned in the Infan­
try, he spent most of his military life as a 
staff intelligence officer. He served as 
the special security officer for Generals 
Aurand, Arnold, Gruenther and 
Norstad . From 1958 to 1961 , he served 
in that capacity for General Twining 
when the latter was Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon . 

Although a major highlight of his 
military career was being chosen as a 
member of the military staff that accom­
panied President Eisenhower to the 
Bermuda Big Three Powers Conference 
in 1953 , the capstone to that career came 
when he was awarded the Legion of 
Merit (second highest peace time medal) 
for "exceptional meritorious conduct in 
the performance of outstanding services 
while serving on the staff of the Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe from June 
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PALM TREES (Cont'd) 

THE LIST 

The list of known covers is presented to give students and collectors the ability to see 
what exists and the characteristics of each cover. These may be used to help to verify a 
cover as genuine or to see if changes or additions have been made to it. As is true with 
any attempt to list such covers, there are sure to be some which have escaped notice. On 
the other hand, however, it is hardly likely that there can be more than double the 
number listed in existence, with a much smaller percentage likely . The records gleaned 
to compile this list extend back for a number of decades, and only a single source, self 
stated to contain a significant number of covers, has not provided the necessary 
information to have them included . 

The information presented is in the format of: 
I . Type , color, and date of Apia CDS if known (year from other sources as 

required, or earliest date showing on cover or piece). 
2. Name and abbreviated address of recipient. 
3 . Samoan stamps. 
4 . Other features. 
5. Owner code (letter as below) 

A = Auction 
D = Dealer 
0 = Odenweller collection 
P = Private owner 
S = Exhibition 
X = Other 

6. Commerical or Philatelic indication as below 
C = Commercial 
P = Philatelic 
U =Unable to determine from information given 

The postal history of the Palm Trees of Samoa is no longer as much of a mystery as it 
once was . However there are still areas which are unknown and may never be known. 
Many issues are not known on cover at all. Rates, though uncomplicated, are needlessly 
made to seem confusing by the philatelic non-rates . Commercial covers are few, 
especiall y when considering those not in combination with U.S . stamps. The three 
"improved" covers mentioned earlier are the beginning of what I hope will not be a 
major trend, now that the prices are becoming significant, btit such hopes are 
unfortunately very slim. 

(To be continued) 
24th 1955 to June 30th 1958." 
Jim DeVoss has not neglected his 

community duties . He was president of 
the United Fund for the State College, 
Pa. area, and is currently second vice 
president of the State College Rotary 
CI ub, an elder of the Presbyterian 
Church of State College and a member of 
the American Society of Association 
Executives . In 1977, he was the winner 
of the First A ward of that organization's 
Idea Fair held in New York. 

For his contributions to organized phi­
lately, Col. De Voss has received many 
honors: the John N. Luff Award of the 
American Philatelic Society (twice), the 
48 
Tllleard Medal of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London, the Walter R. McCoy 
Memorial and the Jere Hess Barr A wards 
of the American Philatelic Congress, the 
Service Award of that latter organization 
and Outstanding Philatelic Achievement 
Awards from INTERPEX '67 and 
SEPAD '67. 

Since the 1966-67 edition, Col. De­
Voss has been listed in "Who' s Who in 
America." With the awarding of the 
Alfred F . Lichtenstein Memorial Award 
for Outstanding Services to Philately , 
Jim DeVoss not only caps a brilliant 
philatelic career but has earned a place in 
"Who's Who in International Philately. " 

(Philip Silver) 



Book Reviews 

"Histoire Postale de l'Ethiopie sous 
Le Regne de L'Empereur Menelik II" 
(The Postal History of Ethiopia under 
the Reign of Emperor Menelik II). By 
Henri Tristant, member Academie de 
Philatelie, Paris. 1977. 507 pp ., illus tr. 
In two vols, pp. 1-268, and 269-507. 
Paper bd . Offset. 280Fr ($58 approx). 
The author, I rue de la Mi ss ion­
Marchand, F75016-Paris , France. 

Hi sto ire Postale de I' Ethiopie is a very 
impress ive work in the best tradition of 
French postal history studies . Published 
by the author under great difficulties in a 
limited edition of only 100 copies, it is 
destined to be recognized as a classic. 
Ultimately it will be one of those rare 
philatelic books that all future serious 
Ethiopia collectors will want and will 
probably have to pay a very high price 
for. Knowing the considerable interest 
in Ethiopia among English-speaking 
philatelists, the author has thoughtfully 
provided ex tended English summaries of 
each chapter and English translations of 
the captions to the illustrations-the En­
glish, though not idiomatic, is unam­
biguous and fully adequate. In two vol­
umes the work seems somewhat bulky 
because it was printed by offset from 
double-spaced typed copy with little re­
duction and because it covers an enor­
mous amount of documentation. The 
typing, however, is neat with hardly any 
mi sprints, the printing clear and easy to 
read . 
-The author for many years delved with 
pass ion into the mysteries of Ethiopian 
postal hi story , a subject previously very 
poorly understood. Tristan 's style is 
straightforward, presenting no more de­
tails than necessary. Although final writ­
ing and pr~paration for printing had to be 
carried out while the author was suffer­
ing from a fatiguing illness, one would 
never guess it from the clearly written , 
well-organized pre se ntation of thi s 
complex subject-a subject that de­
manded a staggering amount of raw ma­
terial from various archives be digested. 

As Tristan! states, his purpose was: 
-to describe the origin and evolution of 
the postal services established since 
1892 in Ethiopia on French intiative and 
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carried on until 1898; and later, after 
Ethiopia joined the UPU , the activities 
of French postal techniciails in the ad­
ministration of the Imperial Post. 
-to inform about the disturbed history 
and difficulties of the domestic Ethio­
pian post created in 1899 by Leon Chef­
neux and Alfred Ilg , maintained to 1907, 
between Adis Ababa and Harar. 
-to show the repercussions of the 
rivalry between various European au­
thorities in Ethiopia on the postal and 
telegraph services. 
-to show philatelists how to discern the 
genuine stamps, frankings, and cancel­
lations on the correspondence of the 
various periods, the modes of mail for­
warding and their characteristic expres­
sions; and to identify the numerous fal­
sifications which are found in many 
collections . In particular the author un­
masks the writings of J. A . Michel, a 
one-time Director of the Ethiopian Post 
( 1904-07) and later stamp dealer, full of 
falsities deliberately made for abetting 
his reprehensible philatelic trading. 

Tristant' s treatment of the stated ob­
jectives is soundly based on historical 
studies and documents. The large 
amount of philatelic material analyzed 
and illustrated, led to questions for in­
vestigation in the first place and served 
in turn to illustrate the conclusions from 
archival documentation . There are over 
90 plates , usually two covers to a plate , 
selected from various archives and lead­
ing collections (sources are indicated by 
code letters) . Most of the plates are on 
yellow paper for easy location. Some 
documents are also illustrated as is a 
map. 

All the archives exploited and litera­
ture used are listed. Over 400 individual 
citations to archives are made , with 
many quotations . Included also is archi­
val material from the French ministries 
of Colonies and Foreign Affairs, the 
French Catholic Mission at Harar , the 
family papers of A. Ilg and L. Chefneux , 
and the Harar P .O . records . 

Although some aspects of the subject 
were previously treated in the author's 
articles in the Postal History Journal and 
Documents Philateliques , the book is 
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much more comprehensive putting ev­
erything into one perspective. The or­
ganization is systematic in chronological 
order by periods of distinct character. 
Each chapter covers a period of one to 
several years, is prefaced by an histori­
cal background introduction which is 
followed by the postal history of various 
services peculiar to that period . An in­
troductory Chapter treats the pre-1892 
postal history back to 1843, such little as 
is known of it. 

Illustrations are placed close to where 
discussed in the text. Although no index 
as such is provided, the very detailed 
Table of Contents and listing of Tables 
and Illustrations serve the purpose 
adequately . 

Since most of the mail passed through 
French Somali Coast (and some through 
British Somaliland) and usually had to 
be franked with stamps of Obock, Som­
ali Coast, French Levant, or Somali­
land, this work has much relevance and 
interest for collectors of those entities. 

The author can rest assured that this, 
his magnum opus , will not only be treas­
ured by Ethiopia collectors , but will be 
recognized by all postal historians as a 
model study . 

(R. G. Stone) 

American Philatelic Miscellany, Intro­
duced and Arranged by Susan M . 
McDonald. 592 pages, hardbound. 
Available from Quanterman Publica­
tions, Inc . 5 South Union St., Lawrence, 
Mass. 01838. $40.00. 

Between 1939 and 1948 Harry 
Lindquist published twenty volumes of 
philatelic miscellany which he called, 
"The Stamp Specialist." Almost every 
top philatelic writer of the day appeared 
in its pages during the almost ten years of 
its existence, among them: Stanley 
Ashbrook, Harry Konweiser, George 
Sloane, Stephen G. Rich , Richard McP. 
Cabeen and many, many others. Their 
articles touched on all subjects and all 
countries. 

Now, Susan McDonald , a stalwart of 
the U.S. Classics Society, has culled 
thirty of the best articles dealing with the 
U.S. that first saw the light of day in the, 
"Specialist." Nine of them are by Stan­
ley Ashbrook, something of a tribute to 
that great philatelic scholar. Among the 
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nine are his excellent treatise on , " The 
Uniti;;d States 12c , 24c, 30c and 90c 
Imperforates of 1860" and " The Pre­
miere Gravures of 1861 . '' 

Harry M. Konwiser , another prolific 
writer of the time, has three articles 
which include his, "Supplement to In­
dependent Mail Routes to the United 
States . Stephen G. Rich, who was even 
more prolific, is represented by , " The 
Die Cancellation Marks on the U .S. 
1873 Issue" and Richard McP. Cabeen 
makes an appearance with his, "Study 
of the Major Varieties of the U .S . 3c 
1851" and " The 3c 1857: What to look 
for in the perforated issue .' ' This is but a 
sampling of the 592 pages that comprise 
this huge volume . 

Adding much to the value of the book 
is Ms McDonald's succinct and informa­
tive introduction in which she analyzes 
and updates those articles she has chosen 
for reprinting . Indeed , her corrections , 
critiques and evaluations restores the 
worth of many otherwise obsolete es­
says. 

In the opinion of this reviewer , any­
one whose interest lies primarily in U.S . 
stamps and postal history will find this 
book to be an admirable substitute for 
the twenty volume collection from 
which the articles are taken. Ms 
McDonald and Quarterman have ren­
dered a worthwhile service in reproduc­
ing these almost lost treatises. 

(L. Grunin) 

One Hundred Years of Icelandic 
Stamps, 1873-1973, by Jon Adalsteinn 
Jonsson. Published by the Postal and 
Telecommunications Administration, 
Box 1445 , Reykjavik, 121 Iceland. 
472pp. $120. 

What unquestionably must be consid­
ered one of the most informative and 
magnificent pieces of philatelic litera­
ture comes in the form of the 472-page 
"One Hundred Years of Icelandic 
Stamps . " 

As author Jon Adalsteinn Jonsson 
states in the preface, the text is based on 
the intensive researching of Icelandic 
national archives which he has con­
ducted since 1970, plus the whole­
hearted assistance of the late Jonas 
Hallgrimsson, for many years the leader 
of Iceland's philatelic activities, and 



EDITORIAL (Cont'd) 
To illustrate - if the last twenty grand 
prix winners at internationals were given 
ten frames each, a total of 200 in a show 
of 10,000 frames, could that possibly 
generate anything approaching the feel­
ing engendered by those 200 frames 
alone in show such as Anphilex? 

The children are exerting press-ore on 
the grandfather pushing him into a back 
room, but the grandfather has the wis­
dom of the years and a lot of fight 
available . It ' s time for him to get his 
second wind and to show what philately 
is all about. Certainly there is a need for 
the separate pursuits which collectors 
follow . Though topicals are quite differ­
ent from any of the others, they will 
nevertheless remain popular for a variety 
of reasons. The others, however, are 
very close to the traditional and essen­
tially many start at that level. Traditional 
philately is, after all, the collecting of 
any philatelic pursuit, often but certainly 
not limited to the form of collecting 
unused, used and covers of a country or 
countries . The degree of specialization 
or generalization varies almost without 
limit according to the taste and choice of 
the collector. 

A collector with a general collection 
of U.S . classics may sell all but his 
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covers and thus move toward a postal 
history collection. The collection thus 
formed would, however, remain a tra­
ditional rather than postal history collec­
tion until he concentrated on developing 
a presentation which showed rates, 
routes and markings in addition to the 
philatelic elements and how these con­
tributed to the development of the postal 
system. 

Likewise an aerophilatelic collection 
could have started with a general collec­
tion and moved toward airmail only. In 
this case the distinction is more on sub­
ject matter than on treatment. Both re­
main traditional in essence . Each de­
serves its own area, if the exhibitors 
desire separate treatment. The awards 
given would be class awards and not 
necessarily to be equated with a similar 
award in the traditional or open class. 
The basic point is that anyone wanting 
specialized treatment due to the nature of 
his collecting interests may get it, but if 
they want the full measure of equiva­
lence on an absolute scale, the tra­
ditional level will remain the ultimate 
arena. The grandfather may be neg­
lected, but he's still vital - and, what's 
more important, vital to the future of 
philately. (Robert P. Odenweller) 
Director Gisli Sigurb Jornsson, another 
Icelandic student. 

Within its beautiful gold-embossed 
hard covers are to be found all the data · 
and details concerning Iceland's stamps 
issued and used since the first, the two 
skilding of 1873. A foreword comments 
on the Danish mail services and the 
stamps used in Iceland before it received 
its dependent adhesives. 

Of particular significance are the rec­
ords of the Postal Administration and the 
various security printers commissioned 
to produce stamps during the last cen­
tury. Some of these , in the difficult 
Icelandic language, have been carefully 
translated into English .. 

A thorough scholar, Mr. Jonsson took 
the information about his subject 
previously published, collated it and 
started from there. The completed work, 
is a book that will stand for all time as the 
Ne Plus Ultra reference source for 
tomorrow's Icelandic philatelists . 
The illustrations are in full color ex­
ceptionally accurate . From four or five 
feet it is difficult to distinguish them 
from the original stamps and covers . 
Philatelic aspects also are usefully com­
plete in that the name of each stamp's 
designer is given along with production 
data, manner of printing, date of release, 
quantities printed and sold, purpose of 
issue, etc. 

As impressive as the contents are the 
biblio aspects of this book. The type face 
is Fototronic TxT, the pages 130-
gramme Thai-cote stock, making the 
text easy to read. The book is made to 
last for centuries. 

Its price, 25,000 Icelandic Kronur, 
may seem high. It could have been more 
cheaply produced, but considering its , 
importance, this reviewer is happy that 
no expense was spared in publishing so 
magnificent a volume. One must see it 
and read it to fully appreciate a real gem . 

(E .A.K.) 
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALES OF QUALITY 
UNITED STATES & POSSESSIONS 

FOREIGN 19th & 20th CENTURY ISSUES 
CLASSIC STAMPS OF THE WORLD 

POST AL HISTORY 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Our descriptions will meet your expectations 

CATALOG FREE UPON REQUEST 

We offer expertise and reliability backed by over forty years of 
professional philatelic experience. 

Important properties solicited for future sales. 
Substantial advances avai lable-no hidden selling fees. 
Appraisals for Estate, Insurance and Sale Purposes. 
Call L. K. Robbins at (212) 594-2378 for details 

ROBBINS AUCTIONS, Inc. 
147 West 42nd Street .£. New York, N.Y. 10036 
Covers 
Fine Stamps 

Proofs, Specimen Stamps 
Postal History and Specialized 

Material of all Countries 
Valuations for Insurance, Probate and Sale 

When in London visit our showrooms and offices. 

Inquiries invited - ensure that your name and interests are recorded in 
our Register of Specialists. 

Argyll Etkin Limited 
55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WlY 9DG ENGLAND 
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If you want to sell 
top quality material like this 
at top prices call 
(415) 781-5127 

Public Auction 
February 23, 24, & 25 

Catalog 3 weeks before sales. 
BY MAIL: Send name, address and $1 . 

U.S. # 47, mint, P. F. certif. Sold 
for $2200 in April 1977 sale. 

~HARD w0LFFERS, INC. 
Stamps and Stamp Auctions 127 Kearny St., San Francisco, C4 94108 

# 533 
I buy 
rare covers 

. and 
pay 
top dollar! 
If you have a cover 
or a postal history 
collection for sale, 
call or write 
Al Zimmerman 
today. He is ready 
to offer the best 
price, fastest 
payment, and the 
most courteous 
service. 

Al Zimmerman 
212/822-7333 

843 Van Nest Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10462 

! 
January 1978 
NEW 1978 
COMPREHENSIVE 

PRICE LISTS 
NOW AVAILABLE 

U.S . Plate Blocks 

U .S. First Day Covers 

U.S. Booklet Panes 

U.S. Possessions 

Philatelic Literature 

Send S.A.S.E. 
(24¢ Postage) 

For Each List Desired 

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD. 
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 

P.O. BOX 891 
MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. 10940 

914-343-2174 
Mastercharge or Bankamericard 
accepted on orders over $50.00. 
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF 
FINE CANADA 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
THE PROVINCES 

U.S.A. 
FOREIGN 

BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH 

Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 
Subscription to Catalogues 

and Prices Realized for next 
20 Sessions - $10 

(Ontario residents add 7% S.T.) 

J. N. SISSONS 
LIMITED 

37 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO, 
CANADA, M5C 1 E9 

Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
Phone 416 - 364-6003 
SELLING 

& 

BUYING 

Auction 

Quality Stamps 

Free 
Sales Catalogue 

J. M. BLOOD, INC. 
380 High Street 

Holyoke, MA 01040 
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OUTSTANDING 
U.S. & POSSESSIONS 

536th Sale 

February 3, 1978 

Quality Proofs I 19th Century 
Stamps I 20th Century Airs I 24¢ 
Airmail Invert I 50 lots of Zepps I 
Revs. I U.S. Poss. I D.W.I. Covers. 

CATALOG GRATIS · 

With Prices Realized $1.00 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
CO., INC. 

Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Stanley J. Richmond , Proprietor 
AUCTION 

AGENT? 

No One More 
Experienced 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N.Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 

£ 
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SELL TO A PROFESSIONAL 
WHO APPRECIATES YOUR PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE AND KNOWS 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT 

WE BUY FROM A·Z PAYING TOP DOLLAR 

A Air Ma il Cover Collection 
B Ba llon Mont e, British Collections 
C Classics of the Worl d 
D Da nish W est Ind ies, Denmark 
E Eu rope (West). 

collections, accumulations 

0 Oldenburg covers 
P Postal History collections 
0 Quality stamps of all countries 
R Rarities of all countries 
S Stampless covers and collections 
T Thematic collections 

F FDC (better) a ll countries 
G Germany 1849-55, Michel 

U U. S. Collections, covers, sheets, plate 

items our specialty, Colonies, Saar 
H Hold ings of all kinds 
I Is rael and fo rerunner collections 
J Japa n Spec. collections & early cove rs 
M Mint sheets U. S. & West Eu rope 
N Net herlands & Colonies, early covers 

blocks, stampless collections 
V Vatican collection, high values 
W War covers 1756-1903 
X X-Rated Stamps are not wanted 
Y Ye men covers 1926-1939 
Z Zeppelin covers, collections all 

conntries our specialty 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS Mail I nsured or regi stered f or our I nspect ion with 
price or our h ighest of fer is A i r Mai led to you 24 hours after receipt of your 
property. Materi a l is h e ld i ntact p end i ng your dec isi on. No li st• please. M i n . 
Sh i pment $100. 

ARTHUR A. FALK 
OFFICE: 380 No. Broadway, 

Jericho, N. Y. 

Mailing Address: A 
P. 0 . Box 232, JERICHO, N. Y. 11753 

Tel. 516 - 433-0066 
Rocelter A/G (Peter Holcombe) 
Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004, Switzerland 

CHINA & COVERS 
Soldier's Letter (Boxer Reb.) Oct. 1900. Stamless to USA from Mil. P. Sta. 

No. 1 T~ru~n . . ... . .. . . . ........................ . ...... . .. . . $300 .00 
Soldier's Letter (Boxer Reb.) bearing US 2c Carmine, from Mil. P. Sta. No. 1 

Tientsin and stra ight-line due . .. cents to California. (Rare) ....... . $300 .00 
Shanghai to Tientsin first 2c P Due and large T . .... . ..... .... . . ..... . $ 85 .00 
lOc Green (1 90 1) from Wuhu plus Japan 10 sen Brown , Cancell ed IJP .o 

Shanghai and 1.P.o tie print in black to USA ...... . .... . .. ... ... . $300. 00 
Letter from England bearing le lil ac cancelled in Ireland paying the postage to 

the Foreign Office, London and then forwarded by diplomatic bag . (Rare) $ 60 .00 
BRA Sc Black opt. plus 1has CEF. cancelled F .P .o 15. to Tient sin . . .... . $ 95 .00 
Chinkiang bisect (2c Red) on local letter ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . ... . $ 135 .00 
Engli sh , 1896, Reply Paid card from Hunan via Shanghai and local post to 

England ..... . ......... . . . . .. ................... . . . . . ....... . $ 135 .00 

GREECE 
Paris Ptg. 2 lep og, 83 tiny tear in one stamps ........ . . .. . . . ....... . $200 .00 

40 lep og . . . . . . .. . .. . ... .. .. . ... .. .. . . . . . .. ... . .... . .... . $275 .00 
80 lep - Pair , tiny gum thin in one stamp ..... .. . .. . . .. . . . . . $575 .00 

1st Athens Ptg. 40 lep , used. '95 Constantinople ..... . . . . . ....... .. . . . $200 .00 
18b 2/7, 2 lep Commercially used . Vertical block of 6. Vert . crease, but very 

rare . . .... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $290.00 
5 lep, used strip of 3, right hand stamp broken frame . ..... . . . . $ 115 .00 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

PUBLICATIONS 

By J . R. Purves, R. D.P. , F.R.P.S .L. 
Postal History of Port Phillip District . . .. ... . .. . . . .. . ... . .. . . . . . . .. .... .. ... . . 
The " Emblems" of Victoria . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . ....... .. . . .. . . .. . . . 
Victoria: The Postage Dues . .. . . . . .. . . : . . . . . ...... .... . .. . . ... . .. . . . . .. . 
Victoria: " Butterfly" and " Barred Oval" Cancellations I 850-55 . . .. . . . .... . . .. . . . 
Victoria: The " Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856-1912 .. . ... ........ .. .. . ... . 
Victoria : The " Registered" and " Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 . . . . . ..... . ..... . .. . . 
Victoria: 1901-12 Issue (The 3d. , 4d., and 5d. Values) . ..... . . . .... . ... . . . ..... . 
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks .... . . .... . . .. . . .... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . 
Philately f rom Australia: Cumul at ive Index to Vols 1-X , 1949-58 .. . . . . ......... . 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX , 1959-68 . ...... .. .. ... . 
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev . A. H. Voyce .. ... . . . . .. . ....... . . . 
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell , F.R .P.S .L. , 

J . R . W. Purves, F.R.P.S.L., L. C . Viney , F.R.P.S .L. . . . .. . .. .. . .......... . 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell , 

F.R.P.S.L. $5 .00. First Supplement .. . . . .. . . .... ....... . ...... . . . . . . 
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Austra lia, W. M. Holbeach, F.R.P .S.L. ..... 

Postage Extra in all Cases 
I 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
60 1LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

$3. 50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2 .50 

$ 10 .50 
$10.50 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.00 
$ 1. 50 
$ 1.50 
$2 .00 

$ 10.50 

$1.50 
$3 .50 
1978 - Our 60th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each year Our Public auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material ! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, 
attention: Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your 
instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free , and 
our buyer can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York , N.Y. 10010 Tel. : (212) 533-0790 

" Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate cash 
payment, more than $50,000 ,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always assured 
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ARE YOU ON OUR 
MAILING LIST? 

WE OFFER 
FREQUENT 

MAIL SALES 
FEATURING 

WORLDWIDE 
COVERS 

POSTAL HISTORY 
SALES, INC. 

(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR 
STAMPS AND COINS, INC.) 

764 West 181st Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

U.S.A. 
January 1978 
POSTAL HISTORY 

UNITED ST ATES 
AND 

FOREIGN 

Quality Covers for the Specialist 

RICHARD J. MICCHELLI 

POST OFFICE BOX 248 

MOUNTAIN LAKES, N . J. 07046 
NEW BOOK 
From the Collector's Club of Chicago 

" The Flight of the Ville d 'Orlf!!ans" 

by Ernest M.Cohn 
Limited Edition 

Complete-Lavishly illustrated 
Deluxe Edition $25.00 Regular Edition $20.00 

Other CCC publications: 

Regular 
"New York Foreign Mails" $20.00 
by Morrison Waud & Arthur Van Vlisingen 

"Chicago Postal History" 20.00 
edited by Dr. Harvey Karlen 

"Franks of the Western Expresses" 20.00 
by Mel Nathan 

"The United States 1869 Issue-An Essay- sold out 
Proof History" by Fred P. Schueren 

"The U.S Mail and Postmaster's Assistant" sold out 

"Colorado Territorial Postmarks" 20.00 
by David Jarrett 

"The Express Mail of 1836-1839" 20.00 
by Dr. James W. Milgram 

Prices are postpaid in the U.S.A. 
The Collector's Club of Chicago 

1029 North Dearborn St. , Chicago, IL 6061 O 

Deluxe 
sold out 

$25.00 

25.00 

sold out 

sold out 

sold out 

25.00 
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.

Fine covers and postal history material of 
most countries. Unusual rates and usages 
of adhesives on cover - combination 
covers - used abroads - specialist mate­
rial of all kinds . 

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of 
the Commonwealth group, proofs , essays 
and specimen stamps . thirty years' experi­
ence of handling top quality material is at 
your service. 

RITCHIE BODILY 
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE 

LONDON, NW3-5L8 
(01-435 8425) 

Callers are welcome, but by appointment 
only please . 
HOW TO SELL 
YOUR STAMPS 
AT AUCTION. 

Send for a free detailed brochure. 

WAVERLY 

TRADING 
COMPANY 
Licensed Auctioneers 

Box 78-A 
Waverley, Mass. 02179 

617 - 923-9716 
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 I Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and as 
long as you have fun with your stamps. 
But when you get tired of a collection 
because it has reached its goal, when 
you want to start in another philatelic 
field, do not hesitate to dispose of the 
"finished" collection. In this way you 
will obtain additional funds for pur­
chases in your new field. When you 
decide to sell, talk with a dealer whom 
you have trusted with your purchases. 
He is the right man to sell for you the 
items he has once sold to you. We a.re 
always happy when we can give advice 
and help of this kind. Contact us when 
the time is ripe and we will do our best 
to arrange a satisfactory sale of your 
material, either by private sale or by 
auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
10 East 40th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
Tel. : MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 02109 



COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

A 

n.w G""lanJ Stamr 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Florida 339"10 
January 1978 
POSTAL HISTORY 

& RARE ST AMPS 

Foreign Offices, Provinces , 
Treaty Ports, Korea, 

Mongolia, Tanna Tuva, 
Tibet, Nepal , Bhutan , 

Indochina , Afghanistan , 
and Siam . 

6~~~~lt!.'fYJ~~~ £ 
I'! 0 . BOX 5159 II{] 

SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 90405 U.S.A: ~ 
Tel. (213) 450-2543 
BRITISH 

GUIANA 

1862 Local type-set design 

2c T_A8. Scott #40 . 

A fine used copy with the 
variety " l " for " I" in 
GUIANA. This occurs once in 
each group of four of T .A8 . 

Price ... $125. 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross 

S023 9RX, England 
PACIFIC ISLANDS 
MALAYA, BORNEO 

Covers, Proofs, Specimens 
Postal History 

If you are looking for the above from 
any of the British, French, German or 
US Pacific Islands, New Guinea, 
Malaya, Brunei, Labuan, Sarawak, 
North Borneo-write to me. 

For example, I can offer: 
Tonga, pair of Yid (Scott #38) on 
viewside of postcard to Switzer­
land.Pmkd. Haapai 23 June 1930 
$15.00. 

HOWARD LEE 
P.O. Box 5950 

New York, N.Y. 10017 
59 



WE CAN HELP! 
Our li sts cover these areas :-

Europe: both West and East , from Clas­
sics to about 1950, including varieti es, 
postmarks, proofs and specialist mate ri al. 

Commonwealth: all areas, with espe­
cia l interest in Far East , and Specimens. 
proofs etc. 

Overseas : China, Japan and Far East, 
South America Independent Africa, 
Egypt & Near East. 

Collections: the whole world , mainly 
in one-country co ll ec tions. All rea­
sonably priced. 

Revenues: a fast-growing area of inter­
est where 19th C. class ics are still plent i­
ful. Rarities & country lots. 

Postal History: from pre-stamp to re­
cent , individuall y and in lots, covering 
the whole world. 

\. 

Literature: speciali sed handbooks, both 
current and out-of-print , on many topics. 

Let us know which of the above lists you 
would like to receive, and let us have a 
$ 1 bill for regular a irmail sending . 

J. BAREFOOT (INVESTMENTS) LTD. 

85 Sa lterg ate 
Chesterfield $ 40 1 J S 
Derbysh ire E"•'~"d 

~s 

• 
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At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXIDBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

Z x Z Color Slide! 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for lhtt 

C ollectora Club Philateliat. ) 

1 Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 

) 
WHY BUY NEW ISSUES FROM LONDON, ENGLAND? 

London is the center of the world stamp trade. Dealers in Great Britain's capital 
city are at the hub of the philatelic world, so they see more, sell more, and are 
'bang-up-to-date.' 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED operates a comprehensive min t New Issue Service to 
any address on the globe. It's a specialist service for the knowledgeable and inter­
ested serious collector keen to buy· stamps at the never-cheaper new issue prices. 
D ealing with every Post Office in the world is beyond the capacity of most collec­
tors - but not beyond D avid Field Limited, who have a network of contacts built 
up since their establishment in 1884. 

When there is a "short" issue with a limited life and small print the desks pf the 
DAVID FIELD N ew Issue Service act as a temporary resting-place for just so 
long as it takes to wing them out to our standing order clients. Of course, clients 
get all the regular issues too, from every nation ori earth, heralded or unknown, 
popular or unjustly ignored - whatever they order. 

So, think. Are you really satisfied with your present supply of New Issues ? D id 
you receive all those varieties available in London but not offered elsewhere ? 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED would be glad to assist you with you r collection. 

Please write fo r a personal reply to: 

FRANK SPENCER, 

DAVID FIELD NEW ISSUE SERVICE, 
42 BERKELEY STREET, LONDON WIX 5FP 
GREAT BRITAIN . . . and let us do the worrying. 

P .T.S. B.P.A. 



MONTREAL 
~ 1::::!1'.. ""8rs are all k11pabalod, unless de­

On hand many others Incl are DIE PROOFS, TRIAL 
COLORS, (some In st-, ale.) ~are welcome. 
AFARS - cpl (4) ........................... 13.00 

Same - De Luxe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 
AITUTAKI - ._ d 5 - perf. (C13) ..... 12.00 
ANDORRA - lnsabn.K:I<, 1.20 (244) ............ 20.00 

Same - Trial Color, scarce .... 30.00 
Same - De Luxe ~ .... 62.00 

Montreel, 2.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 
BELGIUM - cpl (3) (8938 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.O.R 
BENll - cpl (3) (C247 49) . . . 9.00 

~~ .f,Ji~~ :lcuc.n °' ~ 9.oo 
lsst.a d INNSBRUCK-MONlREAL, Incl 
Gold. Oiiers on ~I 

CONGO cpl (6) (C208 13) . . . . ......... 12.00 
DAHOMEY - trial color cpl 40F, 250F 

(CZ!8 39) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.00 
Die Proof cpl nn, one d about 20 

In exlslence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.00 
FRANCE - 1.20 (1493) . . . . . . . . . 32.00 
FR POLYNESIA - 441 (C120) . . . . . . . . . 5.00 

=:rshe!tC:·3~. (613681 ... : : : : : : 1~~ 
G=-~'if' ~~ se.ectiOO Qi ..... P.0 .R. 

1111. 1-: INNSBRUCK, MONTREAL -
Oflarson~I 

IVORY COAST - 50F., 65F., (411 12) . 7.00 
do - De Luxe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 16.00 
MALAGASY - lnsbruck, cpl (5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.00 
75F., 200F., cpl (2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 

Same - De Luxe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.00 
GABON - On hand; all lsst.a for INNSBRUCK, 

MONTREAL, Imperf., Souvenir 51-'8, 
Trial Colors, Die Proofs etc. Pleaae ask 
for Oflarsl 

MAU - 350F" 400F., cpl (2) (259 60~ 6.00 
Same -Trial Colors .................... 16.00 

Innsbruck - cpl (3) (C271 73) . . . . . . . . • • . 7.00 
Same - De Luxe . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . ... 20.00 

197&<:pl (4) (C280 83) . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 12.00 
Same - gutler pairs . . . . 24.00 
Trial Color-gutter pelrs, one 
mullk:olor . . . . . . . . . . 40.00 

MOROCCO - De Luxe Sheet, cpl!4 . . . . . . . . P.O.R. 
MAURITANIA - S()n., 52m, (C154 . . . . . . . . . aoo 

Same - Trial Colors In gutler . . . . . . . . 40.00 
do - in orlglrel si- d 10 ............. P.O.R 

1976 - cpl (3) .. 11.00 
MONACO - cpl (5) (1025 30) . . . . . . . . . 40.00 

Same - Trial Colors, cpl . . . . 40.00 
Souvenir -- ...... . 
Bridge - 60c., Imperf . . . . . . . . . . . aoo 
Same - TrialCoklr ............ • ... • .... 10.00 

NEW CALEDONIA - 33F, (C132) 6.00 
Same- - Tr1a1 Color aoo 

NIGER - 1 SOF., 200F (C257 58) aoo 
ST. PIERRE - 1.90 (C58) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . aoo 

Same - Trial Color . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
~ d 5, one multk:olor . . . . 70.00 
Die Proof - rare, one d about 
20 In exl-.ce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 195.00 

1976 - 10c., 2.50., cp1 . aoo 
Same - gutler pairs . . .. . ..... . .......... 16.00 
Same - trial Colors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00 

SENEGAL - very fine select d dill. lss. 
Poetag&-Air-Ollw on ~I 
TOGO - cpl, (6) (~. C284-86) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00 
URUGUAY - Exlllma, (C42) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
WAUJS FUT\JNA - 31F., 39F . . . . ........... 40.00 
Trial Color, gut1er pairs-dfl. color 

Same - rn orlglrel si- d 10 . . . . . . . . . . P.O.R. 
We accept U.S. Postage at face, (no Spec. Del) Cash with 
order. Subject to prior sale! Satisfaction Guara.-1 or 
Refund. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P.O. BOX 448 MONROE, N.Y. 10950 
January 1978 
ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS 

March 

2 Bournemouth Stamp Auctions fea­
tures a section of pre-adhesive Great 
Britain with Scotland well repre­
sented ; India, Japa n, Germany , 
Malta and Mexico, also a ra re 
U.S . A. entire letter of 1815 concern­
ing shelteri ng sick soldiers on the 
march in the W'Ji" of 1812- 14. 

Illustrated catalogue by airmail $2 

3 Postal History Auction wi th valuable 
Royal Letters from Henry VIII and 
Charles 11 ; a Great Britain study and 
missionary letters including early 
correspondence from the Cape of 
Good Hope and Gold Coast. 

Illustrated catalogue by airmail $3 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE 
THEY SELL BEST 

ROBSON LOWE LTD., 
50, PALL MALL, 

LONDON SWIY SJZ, 
ENGLAND 

Cables: " Stamps London SWI " , 
Telex : 915410, Y.A.T. No. 239/4486/3 1 
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Classics Since 1843 

Zurich "Numerals ," " Double Genevas ," " Basel Doves ," 
" Rayons, " " Silk Threads, " " Helvetias" and all the rest , 
have been favorites of philatelic connoisseurs for well 
over a century . 

Because of this consistent, uninterrupted worldwide 
popularity , values of these classics make them avail­
able today only to affluent collectors . 

Yet, you can enjoy modern masterpieces from Switz­
erland with complete confidence that their value will 
continue to rise because demands are continually 
growing as more and more collectors appreciate 
superb design, outstanding production and general 
interest . 

And the best part of it is that collectors may obtain new 
issues directly from the Philatelic Service Office of the 
Postal Administration in Bern at face value, without 
handling fees or return postage charges . For those who 
want to eliminate the bother and costs of ordering new 
sets and first-day covers as each of the four annual 
special sets (and such definitives as are required for 
rate changes) are issued , the Swiss have a convenient 
"subscription service ." One merely remits $20 , wh ich 
pays for TWO sets of each issue per year. Face values 
of ordered items are charged against this account and 
sent to subscribers automatically . When funds are 
depleted, you may replenish them. It 's that easy . 

Philatelic Service Of £ice, PTT 

3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND. 
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For Quality U. S. A., Canada, Great Britain and British 

Commonwealth of the Classic Period, please contact 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in 

this area. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED 

I THE ADELPHI 

JOHN ADAM STREET 

STRAND 

LONDON WC2N 6AP 

Tel 930 1688/9 

Cables: LEAST AMPS. 
SWEDEN 
(am/ Scandinavia) 

BUYING 

SELLING 

WANT LISTS 

The Swedish Specialist 

JAY SMITH 
P.O. Box 5485 

Madison , Wis. 53705 
January 1978 
NORMAN R. SCRIVENER 
PHILATELIST 

SERIOUS BUYER OF STAMPS 
& COVERS OF THE WORLD 

(201) 731-3668 
P.O. Box 46 Orange, N.J. 07051 
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THE AWARD-WINNING COLLECTIONS FROM THE ESTATE OF 

RALPH A. HART 
OFFERED AT UNRESERVED AUCTION 

ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTORS 

FEBRUARY 15th - 16th 1978 
IN FOUR SESSIONS 

BAHAMAS * BARBADOS * BERMUDA * BRITISH HONDURAS * 
CAYMAN ISLANDS * DOMINICA * JAMAICA * MONTSERRAT * 
NEVIS * ST. CHRISTOPHER * ST. HELENA * ST. KIDS-NEVIS * 
ST. LIGIA * ST. VINCENT * TOBAGO * TURKS ISLANDS * TURKS 
AND CAICOS ISLANDS. 

Essays, proofs, specimens, mint and used stamps in­
cluding multiples and the most wonderful covers (over 
2,000). Many great rarities are offered in this outstand­
ing auction sale. 

CATALOGUE AVAILABLE NOW 
$3.00 

or $5. for one (1) year, all sales, including prices realized 
(overseas $10.) 

r. maresch & son OEALERSIN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE1924 

330 BAY ST, STE.703 • TOR ONTO, CANADA M5H 289 • C416J 363-7777 

I _______ ~ 
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Vour prime source 
/'when searching 
for a truly choice 
classic cover ... 

Midway Stamps Ltd. 
the serious buyers of 
better material. 
193 Clinton Avenue, Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522 • (914) 693-2444 
American Philatelic Research Library 

P.O. Box 8338 
State College, PA 16803 




