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"LAIKONIK" - .A LEGEND FULFILLED 
by W. Kolakowski 

The story behind a set of three stamps 
issued by Poland on June 16, 1955, is 
one of great interesrt. '\Vhile many Poles, 
historians, and philatelists are perhap3 
aware of the legend of Laikonik in 
Craco,w, few know tl1e modern sequel to 
the story. 

Every ye·ar on the day of the Corpus 
Christi celebration in June, come tour· 
ists from all over Poland to participate 
in a colorful national carnival. '\Vh en 
the beHs in 100 churches storp ringing 
af.ter the _religious procession, a boist.er· 
ous parade issues from Zwierzynie,cka 
S,treet. A .gaily costumed man in a high 
bfack cap and ,a long black beard rides 
a wooden horse covered by a brilliant 
mantle. The whole figure, the creation 
of Stanislaw Wyspianski, represents 
Laikonik, a Ta11tar lead-er of an invad· 
ing- for-ce which attacked Cracow in 
12811. A band ,of fol1owers in similar 
costumes produce squeaky, unpleasant 
noi,ses on prim~tive fifes anil ilrnms . 

announcing to t he citizens that Lai­
konik the Tart,ar is capturing the town. 
"\\"i,th his sceptre the leade r pokes and 
jabs at the crowd around him, produc· 
ing joyous shouts because by supersti· 
tion ,the touch of Laikonik brings good 
luck. The Tartar band dances grotesque­
ly along the st ree,t to the unmelodic 
rh ythm of their simple instn1ments, the 
crowd shouting and ·stam•ping with t hem. 
Laikonik is greeted by the Mayor of 
Cra.cow ,and offered wine, an offecr 
which is repeateil at restaurants along 
the way. 

•The role of Laikonik must by tradi · 
tion be taken by a member of the 
famil.,· of Wloczkow. At the time of 
the inv,asion, one of t ,his family of 
loggers rode into the city ancl ordered 
the gates C'losed, warning of the :ip­
pro,ach of the Tarta.rs. At the same 
time, from .the turrets of the castle, 
trumpeters had just started to play 
·th e evening (;all fo Pra?er. One of the 
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Tartars, t hinking the call was ,an alarm, 
shot an a,rrow <thr.ough the throat of 
the trumipete,r just a.s the -highest norte 
was roached. From tlw;t time until to· 
day, eve:ryday at noon fr,om rt.he Belfry 
of the Church ,of the Virgin Mary, 
the same trumpet call i s played, up 
to the hig hest note, ,then broken off. 

Th is legend is welil known in Po.l,and. 
Bult a modern ch wp,ter of the story is 
lmown only to a few. Fa-r away in 
Samarkand (,an old town in Uzbeckie in 
t he Asi,an part of the U ,S.8.R.), a g roup 
of P.aJ.ish .sol-diers arrived in 1939, flee· 
in g fr,om t he Gexman army. Among 
them were some students from Cr•acow 
who knew th e legend of L aikonik. The 
}ocal people wondered how t o .tre-wt 
th ese s,tr,an.gers, and held ,an investiga­
tion to .determine if they were really 
,s ons of L echists, as the Tartars called 
the Poles. 'f!hey knew thait Lech is,ts arn 
Christians and respected -their beiie.f in 
Gdd. 'l' he soldiers s,howed .t •hcir crude 
crosses, made from pieces ,of tin cans, 
wh ich t hey wore on their chests. Th e 
t ime was June a nd ,the religious holid ay 
of Corpu s Christi approac•hed, som e 
trumpeters among the soldiers won pet! 
missio n from t he nati ves to pJ.ay in 
honor -of their nwtional holiday~ They 
were ,invited to play in the marlrnt 
place, facing Mecc•a. 

A tremendous crowd jamm!Jd th e mar­
ke~ ,place on the wppoin,ted clay. The 
trumpeters fo rced their way through to 
,the ce nter , where they played their 
tr,adilti-onal calls : Reveille, Call .to Col­
ors, and Call to Prayer. The last call 
w.as ended abruptly on the 
highest note. A strange 
and deerp quiet came ov'l r 
the li,steners, who seemed 
turn ed to stone. Th e Po­
lish solcliens departed, and 
one by one the peopl e 
wialkecl away. 

In Sama rkand is was 
well k nown that Laikonik 
had joi ned in the Tartar 
invasion of Pol,and and 
h,acl penetrated aJ.l t he 
way to Cracow, then the 
capitol, where they were 
rl eforuted. They k new 
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t hat one .of their soldiers had shot the 
Polish trumprter as he played t he Call 
to Pr.ayer, and ,their priest s had taught 
.them over t he centuries that their de.feat 
came as a ,punishment from God. The 
pries.ts told the people that they mus,t 
no longer att,ack out,side .thei:r borders 
or ,they would -be c•omplot ely destroyed 
and their temples wo-uld lie in ruins 
co•vered by moss. For cerLturies it had 
been. ,prophesied t hat their ,punishment 
would be ended and itheir -future brigh­
t ened only when the trumpters from 
Lehist-an should come to ~amarkand 
and ,play in the market-place the s•ame 
Call ,to Prayer s•o .profanely i-lllterrupted 
in 1281. This prophecy was known to 
Mongoli,an people from Pamir to . the 
Caspian Sea. It was th eref.ore a moment 
of great religious solemnity when the 
trumpets sounded in the market pl-ace 
,of Samarkand, after nearly seven ce-n­
turies. 

Thiis sequel to the.)egend of Laikonik 
greatly enhanc:.es ,the interest of the 
bet ter kn.own pa rt of t he s,to-ry. 'Il1e 
Carnival of Laikonik, as st ill celebraJted 
in Cr.a.cow, was commemorated b y Po­
land in an issue of three stamp s on 
June 16, 1955. E.a,ch value depif'Jts, in 
dif.fereut coJ.or combinaJtions, the figure 
of Leik•onik as•tl'ide his horse brandis.h­
ing his sceptre. The . ~e,t was designed 
by W. Chomicz and printed in Warnaw 
by t'he P. W . P. W. 

'l'·he accompan ying photogmph shows 
t he author receiving the good In.ck 
salute from Laik onik during t h•e car­
nival in J une, 1960. 
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Unissued Postage Stamps of the Polish Resistance 
by Dr. R. Wurth 

In many instances intere-sting phila­
telic items stay hidden fo r a long time 
before becoming known to the philate­
lic public. 'I'his was demonstrated with 
t he so called "Po:lish Home Army" pre­
r,ared post-age stamps. This was the 
name given the Underground that re­
sisted t-he German Occurpation of their 
homeland. 

The fact that these stamps were in­
tended as posital values and not as some 
fund -raising labels, i s evident fr.om the 
inscription "P'Ddziemna Poczta Polska" 
(Poli-sh Underground Pos,t), but more oo 
fnJm t he a,ctual hist'Orical events of the 
u,prising movement under Geneva! Bor, 
which in th e Su111mer of 1944 ap­
proached practically 

1
, the ch_,!t!acter of 

fu ll sca,Je warfare. ~ 

'flhat, with tb i.s development, t he 
leaders of the Resistance, in calculating 
the chances :trf success, at least of win­
ning ~ontr.ol •over some parts 'Of th e 
country, had made certain preparwtions, 
among them, for provisional postal ser­
vice, g,oes without saying and' furth er 
explanat,i,ons. 

vVhatever attitude one has towards 
emissions not got,ten into postal service 
and circulation, as hrst·orical documents 
t hese stamps desP,rve far greater atten­
ti,on than the various "Exile" Issues 
whirling t hough everyday Philatelv 
wiithout having anything to do wi th 
postage. 

Besides from the circumstantiwl fore­
s' gM for their need, the fact t hat this 
issue was actwally prepared for postal 
use is further evidenced fI'om t he rela­
tively primitive production ( viarious 
large s,heets, simple typographic prin­
ting, etc.), as well as t•he motif selec­
tio,n for printing in that period of 
World War IL 

T•he ,set of the "Polish Underground 
Post" consists of nine value,s typo­
gI'aphed printed on grey paper. 

For the fiv e values in this set the 
pr.odrucers used the 1941 issue of the Po­
lish G-overnme:rt in E xiile in L ondon, a, 
a model (Michel Nos. 362-367) . The 
55 gr., 75 gr., 80 gr., ,l zl. and 1.50 zl. 
values of th e Exile issue ,appeared with 
,the saime motif as the U nde rground is­
sue, with the exception_ of rthe 1.50 zl. 
vralue, which in the Underground series 
ha•s the value of 50 gr. (error f !) -
t he v &-lue,s aJs.o correspond. The other 
four values show : -0;1 the 25 groszy va ­
lue - the title pages of four newspa­
pers ( evid~ntly illegaJ publi0atio11s of 
the Resistance Movement ) "Mlody 
N urt" (Youn g Current), "Wiadomosr,i 
Godzienne" (Daily Ne•ws) , "Miecz 
Pl-ug" (Sword and Pl.ow) and "Wie,sci" 
(Tidings ). 'l'-he 30 gr.oszy s•how s a s ecret 
print 'Shop; the 2 zl. bears the portrait 
of General Wladyslaw Sikorsk i and fi­
nally the 5 zl. value has a map of 
Eur-ope and Africa with the indrawn 

Three of the nine values of the unissued " Poli sh Underground Po :t" !: erie :. d~scribed in thi s article. 
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W,ar Froruts on which the Poies were 
jjighting for t heir Independence. 

The Underground issue is printed in 
,sheets of 32 to 42. T·his •arrangement is 
probably due to tlhe limited facilities 
,of the secret print shop in utilizing 
what paper and machinery was M hand. 

Jus't how small a lot of the Under­
ground emissiio.n reached the hands vf 
Mr. Hanns Seeleldners (Salzburg, Rei­
chenh aller Stras,se 11) , t hrough whose 
courtesy this pre·s,entation is made, 
could h ave t,his probable explanation : 
When t•he P.olish U prising w,as cr,ushed 
in t he late S ummer of 1944 by t he Ger-­
man Armed Forces, dming the embit­
te·red b,attles for every individual dwel­
ling, t he priint shop had fallen into 
German hand:s, and aH printed material 
- among it the pos-ta,ge stamps - was 
c,ond'iscruted. 

Wha•t happend .,afterw,ards, one can 
only surmise, but very likely something 
like this: 

First, storage in some German arch­
ive. Then came the last s truge of the 
war and the withdrawal of German 
troops from 'iVa;·saw. Things that c,ou19 
nut 1Je taken along wer•e destroyed. 
Sin ce ph.i·la telists are found most every­
W'here, he re too, some "Folksdeutc,her" 
or offi cer mi!!ht have had a small quan­
ti,ty "liibenuted.". 

These were the circumstanc•es to 
whic·h we today o,we the knowled!!e of 
the exis•tence of this prerpared series. 

Complete listing of the individual 
stamps of the "Polska Poczta Podziem­
na." 
1.) 

2.) 

3.) 

4.) 

5.) 

6.) 

7. ) 

25 gr. black - Four Newspapers. 
Vertical format 28 x 32 mm. 32 
stamps to a sheet. 
30 gr. grey - Secret Print Shop. 
Verlical format 22 x 33 mm. 36 
stamps to ,a sheet. 
50 gr. blue - Submarine. Vertical 
format 21 x 30 mm. 42 stamps to 
a sheet. 
55 gr. red - De,stroyed Royal Castle. 
Ronizontal format 32 x 21 mm. 40 
stamps to a s•heet. 
75gr. emer·ald gree.n - Infantry. Ho­
rizontal format 33 x 23 mm. 32 
stamps to a s,heet. 
SO ,gr. grmss green - Tanks. Ho,ri­
:zonrtal format 32 x 22 mm. 36 
stamps to ,a ·sheet. . 
1 zl. li1ac - Airforce. Horizon ta] 
format 33 x 22 m~ . 32 stamps to 
a sheet. 

S. ) 2 ,zt brown ---Gen. Wt Sikorski. 
Vertical fopnat 23 x 33 mm. 32 
stamps ~o ,a sheet. 

9.) 5 zl. red " - Mrup. Vertical format 
21 x 33 mm. 36 s tamps to a sheet .. 

Besides the name "Podziemna Pooztrt 
Polska" uniformly !identical on all va­
lues, some v,alue.s have additional des­
criptive text. 

This article was trans,l:tteil and cor­
rected fr.om "Der Sammler Dienst" of 
.Tun e 10, 1961. 

EUROPA 
THE BIG TOPICAL OF THE YEAR 

J 958 Comrplete, 17 val. .......... . $6.00 1960 Complete, 36 val. . . ... .. .. . 23.r0 
1959 Complete, 17 val. ...... . ... 8.00 1961 Complete, 30 val.. ......... 17.00 

Other EUROPA 1961 
BeJ.gium .. . . . . ..... $.40 Italy . ..... ......... 28 P.ol'tugaJ .. ... ... . . 2.65 
Germs.ny ... ........ 20 Iitnly S. Sheet . ..... 1.40 Lichten~tein ........ 75 
G. Britain . . . . . . . . . .45 Herin Island ... . .. 1.70 .French ............. 28 
Greece ..... .. ... . . .45 Luxem bnrg- ... . .. .. 1.00 Spain .... .. .... . .. . 30 
Icelan il ... . . . . .... 2.65 Net herlands ... .. ... 30 Switzerland .28 

Blocks of four ava.il;i;ble. Order Now! Prices a;re rising. 
Minimum ,order $3.00 . Cash wit·h order. 

JAN HANIEWICZ 
35 Bav RidP-"e A vf'nue, Brooklyn 20, N. Y. 
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POLISH SPORTS MUSEUM TO 
OPEN SOON IN WARSAW 

One of the permanent exhibit1on 
halls in the new Sports Museum in 
vVarsruw, now in its final construe.ti.on 
st.ages, will be dedicruted to philat~y 
and Spo·rts On S'tamps. 

,The Museum con1template,s to have 
some fragments of the exhibits ready 
by the end of November and open to 
the public by the end of the yerar. 

In aggregating necessary mate,rial, 
the Museum is seekin,g the help of 
sport fan s - stamp colle,ctors with 
,iome in:tere-sting maiterial, mint sets of 
FDC's which they can spare and would 
care to donate to the Museum. • 

IThe following disci:plines of sports 

are now in pre.par,ation: 
Polisli. Sports, Olympics, Ligirut Athle­

tics, Soccer, Football, Baskethall, Bicy­
cling, Watter Sports, T,ouristic-s, Fencing 
and Boxin.g. 

The address ,of the new Polish sport 
cuLture center ris: Muzeum Sportu., War­
sz,awa, Poc,zta 1Sejm, Ulica Rozibra:t Nr. 
2(i, Poland. 

All ccmtrib\]tions will be promptly 
acknowledged and names of donoTs will 
be entered into the Museum Honor 
Book. - W. S. 

NEW MEMBER (Junior) 
Wrulter John Kramarski - 37-40-41 

4E•H S. Springfield Ave. 
Chicago 32, IH. 

The birthplace of Poli-;;hPhllately - Krakow, hpnored its ~eknown promul­
gator, Stanislaw Mikstein, on the fifth anniversary of his death with a comme­
morative cancellation. 

Collectors ,of "Polo,nica" will have to look for this gem from Canada: 
"KASZUBY: Nigdy do zguby nie przyjd4- Kaszuby", and that is the truth! 

-W. S. 
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Stamps Honoring the International Fair at Poznan 
by Dr. Ml A . R ayall de R agan 

Tll.c {,MalA.S. 
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The Traditions of the International 
Fair at Poznan 

Some of t he exis ting European fa;iilf 
organizrutions cl aim thei r long, some­
times centuries old traditio~ s. 'L'he In­
ternahonal Fair at Po znai1 may also 
claim its old traclit,ion which goes back 
to over seve n hundred years ago. 

The ancient docume nt kno~vn to us 
and clearly speaking ·of trade in Poznan 
.is t he pri vil ege, given to the Dominican 
Order in Poznan, issued about 1230. 
;This privifoge exempts the traders, ar­
riving at P oz nan for the St. Dominic's 
F a,ir, from paying taxes duri,1g the S 
clays of the fa ir (in t h,e second-half of 
December ) . 'l'h ese righ ts were con­
firm eel by the Duke of Przemysl the 
I st of v\Tielkopolska, in the docum e nt 
of 125J. 

As a kin cl of birth certifica,te of th e 
Internation al F a ir at Pozna ii, we can 
accept th e erection-act of th e new muni­
cipal borough on tl1e left bank of the 
,varta riv e r .i ssued by th e rulers of 
Greater Pol,a nd (Wielkopolska) , th e 
Piast s : Duke of P,,zemysl th e Isit, and 
Prince B oleslaw the Piou s, from 1253. 
B.,- thi s docu ment both Dukes jointl:v 
establi shed a yearly fair in Po znan and 
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undertook an : obligation .of building a 
trad e-hou se in town for the use of the 
traders. Furthermore, perso nal safetv 
to the foreign trad ers was safegua1·cled, 
and t he loca•l trad ers who were export­
ing and impo rting goods, also by means 
of the ·warba r,iver traffic, were free 
for a period of eight years from paying 
custom duties. 

Owing to rthose privileges t he trade 
of Poznan developed successfully in the 
followcing centuries. In those times Poz­
nan was an import,ant center of the 
clot,h •and leather industry, and t he pro­
ducts of ,th e t·own and thg rich a,gricul­
tural and sylv,an S\llbtown cli~•t ricts be­
h ind the river's bank were shipped 
down the ,varta, and Odra rivers to t he 
Baltic Sea Harbor of .Szczecin. 

The stron,g a nd lasting foundation, 
,however, for the big inter.national trade 
in Poznan was an application of the 
" ' arehousing la,w (.ius strupulae) , this 
high es t trading ,],aw in the Middl e Ages, 
given to the town in 1394 by King 
Wladyslaw J·ag,ieHo the IIIrd , the victor 
of Grunwald . (The warehou sing law 
made it ohliga,toTy for the foreign tra­
ders to stop in the town, and to put 
their goods during three days t ime on 
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displ:ay and sale. After this time, and 
paying to the town municipality all 
clu es and taxes, the traders were fr ee 
to co ntinu e their journey with the re­
maLning g-oocls which were not sold 
there.) 

In :t,he XVIth century Pozna11 l,ived 
i,ts Golden A,ge. Its revenues bled, 
luxury began and it was n ecessary to 
check it . Since those clays there in the 
Olcl Market the piilory, m:ectecl in 1]533 
pal-aces and new hou ses ·of the city's 
pa,triciate arose - brniLt in t he Ren•ais­
sance style, Lived to our clays and were 
renovated with great care after the 
destruction by the Nazis in th e last 
days of World War II. . 

The most magnificent monument of 
those cJ,ays is the Old 'Town Hall ( de­
sign on stamps of Pol,ancl Scott No. 230, 
239, B40, B102, B1103;i, 682, 683) - t he 
mo.st precious relic of the lt,alian Re ­
naissance a1·t flouris,Jl.ing ~in ' tti e conn­
t r,ies situated no,rth of the Alps. In the 
year 1519 the Poznai1 University wa~ 
founded. 

Unfortunate for Poland was the reign 
of the , Il)•nas ty of Wazas (I~ing Sigi~­
mund t he IIIrcl, Vl1adislav the IVth ancl 
John Casimir the IInd ) ,and th e Polis•h­
Sweclish wars 1655 / 1660 a nd th e North­
ern War 1700 / 1721 which clea,cJly hit the 
Pozna1i trade. T he city badly clepopu­
la.ted and the population in the half Jf 
the U:1t h i,erntury dwpped clown to re 
mere D,000 iwha.bitants (in the 16th cen ­
•tl'l'Y it had over 30,000 inhabitants) 
•and the interna,tional trade died awa:v. 
After the year 1780, followed a short 
period ·of revival nnder the rnl e of the 
intell ectual King St•anislaw Poniatow­
ski , and the second paTtiition of Polnn r1 
in 1793 incor-ponated Poznaii to the 
Prnssian Im<pery, and the intern,ational 
fair did not revive. H c,wever, the tr 0 . - . 

rlit ion s of the fair, and especially of the 
folk lore St. John's fair ,survived in the 
form of local fai r s known under the 
name of St . . Jo1hn's Contracts unti-1 tho 
outbreak of vVorld ,Var I. 

With the be,_ginning of the Inc1ena n­
r1ence of Poland in 1918, the fa ir tra ,1i­
tion revived i ·1 Pozna11 with the local 
fairs si nce 1.9:? 1 and International Fai,·s 
sin0e 1925. 

Soon the P oznan Fair was admittecl 
to the membership of the Boai-d of the 
International Fairs U nion, and is num-

bered among t-he founder members. 
(The Congress of IFU in 1930 was helcl 
in Poznai1. ) . 

'l'he Poznmi FaiT su rvived with flying 
colors th e period of t he most grave 
world crisis in 1929 / 1934 and by the 
facilities offered the Fair, its geogra­
phical reach anrl the global turnover of 
cfosecl contracts put it in the front rank 
in Europe just b,i1incl the leacl er - the 
Leipzig's F,air. 

The .first fair a,fte r Wor-ld War II, 
took ,place in 19+7, as the twentieth 
show •already . 608 exh,ib itorcS from ] J 
countries (J 08 fornign exhibitors ) took 
pa,,t in i t. 

Today the Inte rn ait ional Fair grounds 
co ntain about 250,000 sq. meters of 
area (GO acres) , with ove1· 50,000 l,q. 
meters (.over 60,000 ,qu.are y ards ) of 
covered are.a. The International Pair 
takes pl-ace in the second and third 
weeks of June each year. 

Over 500 forc1:gn ex hi·bitor ; from Gil 
countries of t he whole world were a11 -
noumced at the .Tnhil ee XXXth Jn tern,:­
tional Pair. 

Since -Septern ber, 1955 in Poznan was 
the sight of th e Inte,' national Fair area, 
the Autumn Nation,al Fair, and in 
March, the Spring Natio:ial Fair. 

+ 
The Fair on Stamps 

T he fiTst postage stamps hono,iing the 
Pair ,at Pozna1i were t he two semi-poc,­
tPJ air ,-tamps, i,sued on °yfa_y 20th, 
1921, honoring t he F'ir.st l<' air rt Pozna11 
in 1921, so called 'l'ABROMIK. The 

T.A.B. R. O. M. I. K. 

st2.mip,, though i.,suecl -by a private cor­
porat ion ( Aerota rg 1.1. Air-f.air Inc. 
r ,: d .) were sold in t he Post Offices 
, Yanaw 1, Po znafr ] , 3 a nd 0, and wcrt' 
intended for a ,urtii,x for air mail (2,i 
mks. for -postcarrl and 100 mks. for let­
teTS ), on the air J,ines Pozna11.-1Va.rsaw. 

-----------------------
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and Poznan-Gdansk. 
The second stamp, honorjng the Po,z­

nan F,air was a stall11l) .Scott's No. 261, 
issued to h.onor the Intel'national Fair 
in 1929, in connection with the Agri­
cult ural Exhibition to commemorate t.he 
.10th Anniversary of P olish Inde,pen­
dence: "Po,wszechna Wys-ta,wa Kr,aj owa, 
• PeWuKa". The stamp deipict,s the 
ancient Slav g.od " Swiatowid" (world 
seeing god), with four heads, each fa­
cing in different directions. 

'I:he next issue was released in 1950, 
to honor t he XXIIIrd InternaJtioonal 
Fair and depicts a symbolical group, 
(value 15 zt) Scott's No . 474. 

Honoring the XXIVth Internat,ional 
F,air ,in 1955 were the Polish Mail two 
stamps of 40 gr. and 60 gr. with a 
design of Poznan's Old Town, and ,to 
honor the VI,th Nationa;l Stamps Exhi­
bition the same staimps appe-ared in a 
form of miniature sheets of 2 + 1 zl. 
and 3 + l zl. (Scott's No. 682, 683, 
B-102, B-103.) 

From this period sever,al fair,s were 
honored by stamp issues as follows: Ho­
nol'ing the XXVLth International Fair 
,in 1957 were two stamps of 60 gr. and 
2.50 zl., ~v,ith design of emblem of the 
XXVIth Fair, ; honoring the XXVIIth 
Interna,tJional :Flair was one stamp of 
2.50 zt, with the design of the em1blem 
of the Fair; honoring the .last XXXth 
International Fair on May 25th were 
two stamps of 40 gr. and 1.50 zl. 

Stamps exhibitions honoring the 
International l''air at Poznan 

To honor the International Fairs ln 
Poznan at the same time therre were 
celebrations, v,arious solemnities, and 
stamp exhibitions also. 

During the International Fairs in 
Poznan various local stamp exhibitions 
took P'lace in 194.Si and 1950 organized 

Specially prepared cover bearing stamps and souvenir sheet issued tin connection 
with the International Trade Fairs held at Poznan. 
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by Wielkopolski Klub Filatelist6w, ,n 
in 1955 the VIth Polish National Stamp 
Ex:h,i,bition, honored by two miniature 
shee-ts (Scott No. B-102 and 103) in a 
design of 0urrent stamps, honoring the 
Fair (1Scott No. 682 and 683.) 

In 1959 an idea was inauguraJted of 
o,rganiz.ing phiilatelic exhibitions in con­
nection with the Fairs in various Fair 
cities of Europe, but du e to political 
causes this idea assumed actual form 
firnt in 1960. The first stamp exhibi­
tions were he1d at fair citi-es. Inter­
mess ,during the Autumn Leipzig Fair 
took place in September 1960. Int,ir­
mess II took rplace in 1961 i n Poznan 
and was honored by an issue of a minia­
ture shoot, bearing two stamps of 1.50 
zl. each. The design of the $tamps, ho­
nored the XXXth International Fair. 

Intermess III will • pro,brubly take 
place in Brno, in Cz•echoslova.l,.ia. 

BULLETIN Al)S - PRICE LIST 
For Polonus Members Only 

Full -.Page - $] ~.00 
·&If Page - i .00 

• Quarter Pag-e - 4.00 
• 'One inch a d - l.5U 

POLAND 
Scott's 
43-6 h. Krakow torp hialf sheet 

Clontains 10 thin Z copies 
and br.oken A ...... . Ne,t $110.00 

50-90 h. used, very fine .. Net 75.00 
77-78 on cover guaranteed Net 21.00 
369 Imperf block of four Net 100.00 
Ikaros No. 4k (Sco.tt No. 13 

on No. 11) ........ .. .. Net 30.00 
Wo.Jdenberg KZP No. Jl2 Ma-

donna sheet ............. 20.00 
Gross-Born KZP No. J97 Oly m-

pic shee,t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 

NEW ISSUES always at lowest pri­
ces, mint, used and First Day 
Covers. 

WANT LISTS welcome on anything 
in Poland from rarities to labels. 

Adve11tised item s subj ect unsold. 

Twin-Eagle Stamp Co. 
BOX 3?.3 

GRANITE CITY, ILL. 
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TIDBITS 
A young Polonus aspirant attended a 

r.ecerut meeting. Miss Renette Banasiak, 
daughter of member Anthony A. Bana­
siak, may be only 12 years old but , he 
is very se11ious about her collecting of 
U.S. and U .N. staJlllPs. 

* * * 
'fwo P.oilish exh~biits were dispJ.ayed 

,at the New Zealand Nat.ional Philatelic 
Exh~bition held in Christ Churcih, Aug. 
21-26. Both were shown .by Polonus 
members and both won Silver Medals: 
Chester Mako,wski with his Poland 
Postal History 18th Century and I. 
Gust with Po1and Pre-stamp to M·oclern, 
Proofs and Essayis. 

* * * 
Member A. Schwanderla of 108-OS 

Spa Place, Jamaica 35, N. Y., is con­
valescing at hom e after a serious coro­
nary attack and hospitalizing. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Robert J. Dybas, 394 
324 E. Eighth Ave. 

Troy, N . Y_. 

,T1iomas J. Ze•browski, 411 
37 Osg-ood St. 

Gai'dner, Mas·s_. 

Joseph F. Droszek, 438 
71 M•aolls .. Rd._ 

N ahaJI.t, Mass. 

S. Bayer, 487 
P . 0. Biox 57 

Dumont, N. Y. 

Thomas T0nczar 
837 20, Bould,er, Colo. 

Give Your Old 
Stamp Catalogues, 
Albums, Magazines, 
and Your Duplicates 

to 
STAMPS FOR THE 

WOUNDED 
Send Yonr Material To : 

J'OHN BOR 
1810 N. Richmond St. 

Chicago 47, Ill. 
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THE POLES IN IT ALY 
by Pierson Ostrow 

(Reprinted fr,om LINN'S Weekly Stamp News) 

Facts are ofte-n stranger th.an fiction, 
and the ,philaitelic story of Gen. Anders' 
Po,Jish Army Corps in Italy 1s no excep­
ti,on ,t,o the dictum. 

When P.o·Land wrus overrun by the 
Germans at t he outset of World War II, 
t,he Russians a lso ,stepped in and oc­
cupied tthe eastern portion of that un­
happy I.and. Polish JOldier,s who were 
found in the Russian zone we:re depor­
ted ea,s,tward into Russia. Some es,caped 
and fled &outhwar·d to the Levant. 

When Hitler later •br-oke his pact 
with iS:tailin, the Rrussians freed many 
of t he exiles. Some of them served th.eir 
erstwh,ile c•aptors; ot•hers made their 
way we,s.tward to join ,the Allies. Even­
tuaHy, a goodly numiber 
of them ended up in Italy 
in the Sec.ond Polish A{·~ny 
Corps, ,w,hich owed alle­
giance to the Polish &o­
v·ernment ~n ~ile in Lon-
don. . 

In Ltaly , t hese Polis,h 
w,arriors .gave a br.ave ac­
count of themselves serv­
ing witji partkulaT dis­
tinction at the terrible 
battJ.e of Monte Ca·ssino, 
and elsewhere. 

Then came the Stamps­
On De0emiber 30, 1945 Ge­
neral Anders issued Ordi­
ruance No. 162 decreeing 
the creation of four 
s'tamps, . rwhich went on 
sale on January 1, 1946, 
The 45 groszy green sho,ws 
Monte Cassino, a,nd is in­
scni.'bed with the d·ates 
N,ovember 11-18, 1944 dur­
ing whJc,h time the Poles 
took part in the biat,tle for 
that ·b ,loody mountain 
peak. 

The 55 gr. blue shows 
Anc·ona and the date·s Ju­
ly 15-JS, 1946. The one 
zloty grey shows Bologna, 
and is dated April 9-21, 
1945. 
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'L'he high value is a 2 Zloty reddish 
brown, wh,i,ch shows a vignette of Gen. 
Anders. Ea,ch sta}np is inscribed "P.ocz­
ba Pofow,a 2,go Konpusu" (2nd Polish 
Cor,ps) . 

All values of the set are known im­
perforate, and a special printi-ng in the 
form of an imperforate souvenir sheet 
containing one of each of the stamps 
was later run off. 

Both t•he 45 and 55 gr. values e-cist 
in venti-cal pairs, imper:f'.oratte between . 
the 45 gr. and 2zl. ,also exi,st in hori-
70ntal pairs, similarly impe'l'forate bet­
ween. The 45 .gr., lzl. and 2,zl. are found 
imperfor.ate on one ·side. 

Finally, the 55 ,gr. exi,~ts in violet 

Polonus Bulletin, October, 1961 



instead of in blue, and, in t his color, 
in ve11ticaJ. pairs, 1mper.r.orate bet.ween. 
'l'h e :e:z!. is Known ex1sl!s in a light 
brown c·olor. 

'l'wo pnnting,s we,re made of the set; 
one o n eoars,e, gmyl'sh pa;per, gummed; 
the other on uugummed w11.ite p,aper. 

Reissues - On January 18, H/46, the 
sitalllps were reissued ,in new color,s : Tlhe 
45 g r. is now gray; the 55 gr. red 
br-ow n; the 2zl. b1acKish brown. 
.... a.nd an Airmail - Fin.ally, on Feb· 
ruary 17, 1946, an airmail stamp was 
created -by overp ninting the fir&t Zzl. 
with new, 5zl. v,alue. 

This .airmail exists with inverted 
overpri n•t, and wiJth various different 
defe-ctive ove,rprirnt,s, and comes on both 
papers. Copi es are •al-s•o known in pairs, 
one st amp withou;t overprint . 

P o::s::ma-1 Recollections - Immediwte· 
ly af'te r the clo,se of World War II, the 
wrHer met a stamp dealer who has since 
v,ani-shed from s i•ght, and who told a 
peculiar •s to ry wbout the Anders stamps. 

Accord.ing to this man, he wia-s on 
good te rm s wiJth the Army Command 
headqu.arter,s, and was called upon one 
evening with t he news that the Pbliip 
A,m1y was p,]annjng an issue of st•amps, 
bUJt lack ed money t-o pay for the prin­
ting. W·ould our friend c,are to help 
with the financingf 

If S'O, a second printing would. be 
made, in altered color•s, and t he bulk uf 
t hese created scarciti es would be reser­
ved fo·r the fin,ancial a ngel. Our fri end 
sa id t hat he had refused, but, as we 
-have seen, the ·second pr.in,ting ap­
peared nontheless. 

Usage - It appears that t he "Gene­
ral Anders" iJssues rn.w a short and. l i­
mited postal us•age in I'taly and in th e 
Poli,,h Army camps of t-he Miclrlle Ea~t, 
being employed to frank regi,;:;tered 
let,ters and parce,J.s, sjnce ordinary let­
ters neeclecl no stamps. 

Th ey we,re, however, repudiated h_v 
the Polish London Government, ancl 
were t·hereafter wiJthdr,awn from circu ­
J,ati·on, t he daite of withilrnwal being 
g-iven -as February 28, 1946. Dr. Luigi 
Sass-one has stat ed that the fi rst ~et 
hR d an over-all printing of 85,000, 
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which jncludes both paper t ypes. 

T·he writer ha.s not seen any figures 
for the other st.amps._ Of the 2zl. in 
blackjsh brown, only 200 copies arc sup­
posed to have been issued, ,of which 
fuJly ha-If were misera.bly centered. 

Ten Years Afte!l" - 'l'w-o interesting 
so uvenirs -of the Anders st·amps exist, 
offici,ally spons•ored by t he Polish Go­
v-ernment in Exile in London in 1954 to 
com memora.te t he l_0,th anniversary of 
the baittle of Monte Cassino. 

F or it, 5000 copies ,of the origin-al 45 
g-ro,3zy green were overprinted in reel, 
"Dzie-s·iQcioiecie 1944-54" (Tenth Anni­
ver.;ary, 1944-54) and an equ al number 
•of the airmaiil stamp was inscribed 
"Poczta Lotnicza Monte Cassino 1944· 
54". 

By t his time, t he Govern·ment in 
Exile consisted of a forJ.orn ,;md shabpy 
London offi.ce, for th·e CommuniMs had 
long simce taken over in Pol-and. The 
Government in Exile claimed that the 
overprints were v-atid for franking let­
,te·r•s bet,ween -it,;i;elf and Hs "ambassa· 
dors", and on ships ( f) adhering loyal-
ly t,o it. • 

In Ita:ly the Minist ry of Posts autho­
rized a spe-cial cance1lation, "Decimo 
Annive-rsari,o de! 1-a Ba:btaglia di Monte 
Cassino 2o Corpo Pol,acc-o • 13 Maggio 
1045", and 545 postal cards were pre­
pared wiith mixed £rankings of an Itn -
1,ia n stamp and t he overprinted Anders 
stamp. 

So e~ds the stru!'.ge story of the Po­
li , h Mi!Dtary P.o.3t in Italy . W e a dd 
only t he warning t hat t he stamps des­
•cribed aibove shoulcl not be confused 
with the p'hanitasy "interment camp" la-
1bels o.stensiJb]~, issued at Barlett a and 

'l'r-:mi, which have been adeq uately docu­
n, e:1tecl and expose-d j!l past issues of 
"Italian Phjl-a.telist" and el sewhere. 
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OFFICIAL POLO NUS FIRST DAY 
PADEREWSKI COVERS 

Dcautiful 3-color embossed printed 
on rag bond envelopes 

4 cent Champion of Liberty 
Single ....................... $ .20 
Block of Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 
Plate Block (limited supply) .. . 1.')0 

8 cent Champion of Liberty 
Single . .. .... . ... . ......... . . $ .'.JO 
Block of Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65 
Plate Block (limited supply) . . 1.75 

Send remittance with 
return postage to: 

Roman H. Strzelecki 
1439 N. Bell Ave. Chica.go 22, Ill. 

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE 
ADVERTISERS IN OUR BULLETIN _, 

K-LINE PAGES· 
FOR 

POLAND 
.NO\\t COMPLETE 

Supplement No. 5, 1960 
. Now Ready at $1.45 

plus 20c postage 

OTHER SECTIONS 
Part 11 1860-1938 .. . ..... $7.25 .50 
Gen. Government . . . . . . . . 3.85 .35 
Part 2, 1944-1955 ........ 7.00 .50 
Supplement No. 1, 1956 .55 .15 
Supplement No. 2, 1957 . . .80 .15 
Supplement No. 3, 1958 .. 1.00 .15 
Supplement No. 4, 1959 .. 1.05 .15 
Airmails, com pl. to 156. . . 1.20 .15 
Airs Supplmnt No. 1, '57.. ,40 .15 

( eeginning with 1958, Al R-MAI L pages are 
enclosed with regular supplements) 

Special _Binder . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 .50 
Ilu~t Case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .50 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobylka 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Dl. 
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•••••••••••••••••••••v•••~ 
► ◄ 
► POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY ◄ 

► SIGMUN D BOR, Secretary ◄ t 5326 S. Loramie Ave. Chicago 38, Ill . ~ 
► J. P. RUX, Treasurer ◄ t 6136 W . Addison St. Chicago 34, Ill. : 

► PU3LICATIONS COMMITTE:: ◄ 

►► CHESTER A. SCH AFER , Editor ◄◄ 
► 8S4 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ 
► WALT[R SZYMLEK 
► 234 1 W. Mof fat St. Chicago 47, Ill. : 

► CONTR iBUTORS TO TH IS ISSUE: ◄ t Dr. R-ayoll do Ragon , Dr . R. Wurth , W. Kolo- ◄ 
► ko ws k'. , p;ers on Ostrow. : 

~ The Po :onu s Phi la tel ic Society is non -polit ical . l 
► Views expreised by the authors of articles op- ◄ 
► ,e,~i ng herein do not n,3cessori ly express the ◄ 
► views of the Po lonu s Philatelic Society. ◄ t - Annual Dues are $2.50 - : . ................................ . 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

J 0 3. Szyszkiew iez 
1418 N. Talman Ave. 

Chicag•o 22, Ill. 

* * * 
APPLICANT PENDING 

R,aym ond Bial,obrzeski 
1519 W. Thomas -Street 

Ohicag,o 22, Ill. 

* * * 
RESIGNED 

l\frs. Jane Snyder, 644 
9 Su,tlrnrland Dr. 

Scotia 2, N. Y. 

POLPEX SEALS & COVERS 

Polpex Seals from 1940-41 
per set; from 1943, 44, 45, 46 
60 and 61 at 25c per set. 
sheets from 1945 at 5c; 1944 
nt 15c per sheet. 

at 30c 
47, 48, 
Beeba 

an•d 46 

Opening Day Covers from 1949, 50, 
54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 69 and 61 at 25c 
per cover. 

Cacneted Envelopes from 1947, 48, 
55, 57, 58, 60 and 61 at 5c each. 

Special Book on Poland No. 11 
by V. Rachmanoff at $1.50. 

The last ten numbers of Polonus 
Bulletin at 10c each. 

Please include return postage with 
your order. 

Write to: 
Adam Kloskowski 

2528 N. Dra.ke Ave. 
Chicago 47, ru. 
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