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The Art of the Polish Postage Stamp _, 
by Dr. Irena Piotrowska 

Adhesive postage sta mps wer e first int roduced in 184 0 by Sir Rowland Hill, 
Postmas t e1· Gener a l in Great Britain. Switzerland and Brazil a dopted s tamp s 
in 1843, while the first stamp in t h e U nited States was issued by a privat e post­
office in New Yori< in 1842. This example was soon fo llowed by postmasters of 
variou s American cities, until th e United States Government issued its first 
officia l postage stamp in 1847. The n ext t hre<> years w itnessed a genera] ex­
tension of the s t a mp system in E urope and elsewh ere. However, n ew countries 
a nd colonies adopting the postage stamp were added to the list up to 1909. 

During u.11 t h ese years Poland, d iv ided between Russia, Germany a nd Austria, 
bad no nationa l stamps of her own. B u t whoever m ay be interest ed in the earl­
iest stamps b earing t h e post m arks of Polish towns will find valua ble informa­
tion in the beautifully illustrated ar tic le, "Pola nd, the Period of Stamps, to 
1870," written by V incent Doma nski , J r. an d Stephen G'. Rich, for t h e "Stamp 
Specialist-B lue Book," published by H : L . L inquist, New York, 19 41. These 
same two a uthors a lso wrote a n articie, "Pola nd-'.rhe Stampless Period," for 
"'.rhe Stamp Specialist- Orange Book" in the same year. 

Both fr0m a t echni.cal a nd artistic p oin t of view t h e stamps issued in par­
titioned Pola nd by th e three foreign governments reflect t h e style and usage of 

Drawin g for stamp by 
Zy~munt Kamin ski (1919) 



the respective countries. Mr. J. Adamson, in an article on "Polish Philately," 
published in the December number of "The Voice of Poland" appearing in 1<..ng­
land, describes in detail various attempts by · Lhe .. Poles to have stamps of their 
own. But the first distinctive issue of Polish stamps, ove,printed with the words 
"Poczta Polska'' meaning "Polis_h Post," did not appear in print before Febru­
ary 1919. 

'l'his sej: is of importance not only from the historical and political point 
of view, but no Jess so from. the artistic one. T'he subjects of these stamps re­
present either emblems or symbols of P.oland, views of Polish tow ns a nd monu­
ments, appropriate allegorical figures, and last but not leas t, figures of out­
standing Polish personalities. These subjects were selected out of numerous 
drawings sent in ):)y Polish pa.inters ·and graphic a rtists from a ll over the 
country in ,esponse to a competition opened in vVarsaw as far back as 1917, 
the realization of which had to be postponed until Poland was liberated. Poland' 
had no experienced stamp designers. No wonder, then, that the projects suo­
mitted by Polish a.rt,sts reflected the character of contemporary 1-'olish pahit­
ing, woodcut oc lithography, or even more often that of early 20th century 
Polish book illustration. 

In June 19H, a set of Polish stamps was issued to commemorate the open­
ing of the first Polish National Assembly, called "Sejm" in Polish. Among these 
is a beautiful stamp bearing the head of Paderewski, overprinted with the words 
"ciejm 1919 Roku." 

All these ea.rlier Polish stamps we-re impressed either in private or govern­
n-rental printing establishments, which were not properly equipped to reprodu ~e 
the difficult miniature pictures of the stamps. Thby were printed from block3 
or lithographed, following the example of some other European count,·ies. As 
soon, however, as the Polish ·works for Printing Securities were established. 
in l 926, furnished with the most modern printing equipment, the technical qual­
ity of the Polish stamps immediately reached the level of the best stamps pro­
d•1ced abroad. 

Of high , technical quality for instance are the stamps printed from copper 
plates, issued in commemoration of the Hundredth Anniversary of the Polish 
Insurrection in 1830. vVe reproduce here with an original drawing, submitted b Y 
Tadeusz Gronowski in the competition for this set oI stamps. It ,eceived sec­
ond prize. At the time 'l'adeusz Gronowski was the leading Polish poster a rtist, 
so it is not surprising that his drawing is conceived as a poster in miniature. 
Many other Polish stamps designed around 1930 also show the inUuence of the 

In honor of Paderewski (1919) 
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Centenn ial of Poli sh Insurrection of 1830 
Drawing for stamp by Tadeusz Gronowski (1930) 

Kosc iuszko - Wa s hington - P ulaski 
Dra wing for stamp issued by Poland to commemorate 

George Washington Bicentennial (1932) 



Polish poster art then fourishlng. It was not until a few years later that the 
poster style of the Polish stamp was superseded by a stamp style proper. From 
that time on poster artists, no matter how disting uished, were no longer em­
ployed to design stamps, this task being taken over by specialized artists. 

Why did the stamp come into its .own proper style later than the poster'? 
Was it becaurn the development of the Polish poster had started twenty years 
before that of the stamp? Or because the production of stamps is more d,ffi­
cult than that of posters, for purely technical reasons? Probably both these 
factors were responsible, but whatever the reason, the perfection of Polish 
.stamps during the last five years of Poland's independence is astounding. 

The Polish vVorlrn for Printing Securities-in Polish: "Polska vVytwornia 
Papierow Wartosciowych," thus marked P\vVPW on the stamp~in a constant 
effort to improve Polish stamps from the technical point of view, finally intro-

250th Anniversary of Sobieski ra1s1ng the siege of Vienna 
After a painting by Jan Matejko, drawn 

·· by R. Kleczewski (1933) 

Showing Clothier's Hall in. Cracow 
Drawn by R. Kleczewski, engraved bY W. Vacek (1935) 
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duced steel engraving as a permanent means of production, a method adopted 
by both Great Britain a nd the United States. Steel engraving is the most diffi­
cult t ecµ niqu e of a ll u sed in stamp making, as the craftsman, t o whom the en­
grav ing of the miniature picture in the hard steel is entrusted, incises the lines 
into the meta l plate with a burin or graver, that is, a sharp chisel-lilrn tool, 
without the u se of a ny chemical aiction . Such a hand- engraved line has a par ­
ticular beauty a nd a character more exacting than that which a ny e t ch ed line 
possesses. 

The first Polish Highly tra ined steel -engraver was ·vv. Vacek. It was he 
who engraved in steel the world-admired stamp issued in 1932 on the 200th An­
niversary of Washington's Birth a nd showing ·washing ton b e tween Kosciuszko 
a nd Pulaski, the two great Polish-A.rnerican heroes, with the nationa l flags of 
Poland and the United States. The chief a ttraction of this stamp Is due to no 
intricacy of composition-designed by R . Kleczewski-but to the subtlety with 
which the engraver rendered the portraits. This stamp was follow ed by a num­
ber of others, no less beautiful, executed jointly b y Vacek and Kleczewski, the 
two a rtis ts. 

Then in 1933 a. stamp was iss ued reproducing a deta il of the fa mou s painting 
now in the Vatica n Gallery, made exactly h a lf a century earlier by Jan Matejko 
a nd rep1·esenting the Polish King Sobieski after his fa mous cavalry charge be­
fore Vienna in 1683 that saved Europe from the domina tion of Isla m. Another 
stamp of this same series, r epresents a fragment of the great sculptured triptych 
on which vVit Stwosz worked from 1477 to 1489 and th:ctt a d orned S t. Mary's 
Church in era.cow until the Germans stole it. 

In 1935 a nd 1936 a series of stamps r epr esenting Polish architectural a nd 
la ndscape motifs was issued. vVe r eproduce here with an enlarged stamp re­
presen ting the Clothiers' Hall, 14th to 16th century, in the Market Place of 
Gr acow. As in the case of the above series, the drawing was executed by R. 
Kleczewsld, the engraving, done with remarkable accuracy, by Vacek. 

However , t1ie most beautiful Polish stamps both from the t echnica l a nd 
the purely artistic po int of v iew, were still to be created. T o these belongs the 

Grain trade flourished in 16th century 
in Danzig 

Stamp drawn by W. Bora tynski, engraved 
by M. Dutczynski (1938) 



Centenn ial of Polish Insurrection of 1830 
Drawing for stamp by Tadeusz Gronowski (1930) 

Kosciuszko - Washington - Pulaski 
Drawing for stamp issued by Poland to commemorate 

George Washington B icentennial (1932) 



the d ays w h en D a n zig, as part of Pola nd, reached the zenith of its w ealth a n.d 
culture. This s t amp is n ot inferior in beauty of c omposition a nd perfection o.f 
techniqu e t o tha t described above, nor a t e ither of them in a n y w ay exceptiona l 
in the his t orical a n d Danzig series. They wer e followed by a n ew issu e in 1938, 
equ a lling them in perfec tion, and fi n a lly, in 1941 by a se t of e ig ht s t a mps is - . 
s u ed by t h e Polish Government in London. 

T h is latest issue of Pol ish stamps, impressed from s t eel pla t es, is t echnically 
per fec t. Fou r of t h en, r epresent th e di fferen t bra n ch es of the Polis h fi g hting 
forces, t h ree t h e ru ins of VVarsaw, and on e t h e d es t r uc tion of the sta tue of the 
poe t Adam M ickiewicz in Cracow by t h e Ger man s . Th ey a ll bear the inscrip­
tion "P oczta Pols l,a," having been printed for the u se of the P olis h fighting 
forces a nd Poli sh seamen. A detailed d escription of this series with r epro­
d u c tion s will be found in t h e "Polish Review," Vol. II , No. 18. 

Th e Polish stamps, both t h e earliest a n d t h e la t es t, are w ell kno wn 'to 
American p hilatelists. A number of American s t a mp collectors ow n complete 
collection s of Poli sh stan1ps. The stam ps u sed for m a king the enlarged repro­
t;lu c tion s illu strating t his article came from t he v a lu a ble collection of M r. \ V. 
K omorow sl, i , of Brooldyn, N . Y., w h ich in c l udes m any sta m p s issued durin g 
the years of partitioned Pola nd by fore ign governments . i'vrany articles have 
been devoted to Polish stamps by t h e A m e rican press a nd the America n. phi­
la t e lic publications. Noteworthy a lso is "Polonus~a Monthly Magazine De­
voted t o t h e Stamps of Poland," p ublis h ed from November 1940 to April 194·~ 
by th e Hawth orn e Press in Cicero, Il l. 

' Polish s t amps express t h e love Poles have for th eir ow n countrY, and fo r 
oth er countries as well. How deep Polis h- American f riendship h a s always b een 
is eviden ced n ot on ly by the 1932 issu e honoring W ashing ton , but also by a 19 :;7 
s t a mp comme m orating the 150th a nniver sary of the Constitution of. the Un, ted 
States. This ;:t amp sh ows !W ashing ton, P a ine a nd Kosciuszko, united in th e 
s truggle for A m erican independen ce. On the other h a nd, the United states is­
s·u ed t w o s t a mps in hon o1· of two great P oles, the P ula ski sta mp in 1:J,31 , a n d 
the K os ciuszk o s t a m p in 1933. 

-Reprinted by p ermission from Th e P.oli3h R eview. 

Bom bed ruin s of United States Emba.ssy 
in Warsaw 

Polish stamp printed in England (1941) 



F ROM THE P R,ESID EN.T 

I submit herewith a list of Commit­
t ees which will carr y the burden o( 
the ma ny ac tivities of the Society. 1 
earnestly urge your wholehearted co­
,opera tion to the end that Polonu s 
µnay continue its splendid record uf 
rwcomplishment. 

LIST OF COMMITTEES 
• l\'[embership .... ....... . J. J . Domar 

:::lales an d Auction .. Chester Mikucl,i 
1Togram and Enterta inment .... . 

...... . ...... . .. .. . ... Ben Reeves 
lnterclub Activities a nd Exhib,tions 

......... . ......... . .. Ben Reeves 
Experts .... Fran), \!Volosewick, Chm., 

Joh n Gapinski, Dr. L. P. Kozakie­
wicz, Vincent Domanski, Jr,, D r. 
M. E . Uznanski 

A.rt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lee Sobansld 
. Tu n ior Activ i t ies .. Adam K loskowski 
Publici ty ...... . . .... .. . Bert Powell , 

Dr. S . M . Mioduszewsl,i 
Director of Polpex 1944 ......... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roman Reinowski 
Constitution and By-Laws ..... R u x, 

Bobo, vVengelewski, R. Wojeicki , 
A. Nowinski 

P ub lic,ations .. . . .. Le .. ter J a nkowski 
Central F'eder ation Delegates .. . . 

Chester Miku cki , Casimir Wojcicki, 
Tha ddeus L. Stanczak 

E,d i tor of Polonu s Bulletin . .... . . 
. ......... . ..... Lester J a nkowsld 

Recepti-o n . . . . Th a ddeu s L. Stanczak 
Legal Advisor .... . Lester Jankowsk i 

~Myron E. Steczynski, PTesident 

MEIET THE NEW MEMBERS 

Member No. 179-Sta n ley Frank Kun ­
icki , 1372 Fourth Ave., N ew Ken­

s ington, Pa. (E. P. P. & U. s.) 
;\'[ember No. 180- Francis V. Bielski, 

IM. D. , 527 E . 9th St. , Chester, Pa. 
(Pola.nd, U. S. & Canada.) 

Member No. 181-Norbert Joseph Zie l ­
inski, 1626 N. Artesia n Ave., Chicago, 
Ill. (E. P. P.) 

Member No. 182-Edward Leonard 
Stepnowski, 1449 N . Cleaver St. , 

•Chicago, Ill. (E. P . P. & u. s.) 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

Miss Regina Barbara Serowiecki, 
3568 Eas t 117th St., Cleveiand, Ohio. 

Marion Zygmunt Ploski, M. D. % 
Emory a nd Henry College, Emory, 
Virginia. 

Rev. Marion W eron, Mission House, 
Franciscan Fath ers, illllicott City, Md . 

This 'n' That 
2nd Lt. Julia C. Pach, A. N. C. was 

,recently transferred to a Hospital in 
T exas where sh e is h a rd a t work min­
is ter ing to the wo unded soldiers and 
sailors of Uncle Sam. 

• • • 
!M ember Adam Nowinski's son Stan­

ley is an Aviation Cade~ in San An• 
tonio, T exas. Good Juel{, S tas! 

• * * 
Pres. Steozyski appointed the Co:n­

mittees, a list 0f which is g iven e ls e ­
where. Nice job, Pres. Now, a ll the 
Committees h ave to do is work. 

* • • 
It' s Sgt. Felix A. W a lat, now ! Con­

g ratula tions. 
• • • 

From across the Sea­
elated 2-27 -43 

"Althou gh I h ad known for some 
time that POLPEX w ill be h eld in 
ll•.._arch , the exact elates were unknown 
to m e until r ecently . 

"Knowing w h at th e occasion mean s 
to the Society, I think this meage1· 
mea ns will express my thou g ht. 

"From the bottom of my heart I. 
extend my bes t wishes to Polonus on 
1.he occa sion of th e annual POLPEX 
,,nd con g ra tulate the efforts of the 
Committee, the Office: s, the members 
a nd the exhibitors. 

"This w ill no doubt be the g rea t es t 
show Polonus has put on a nd in these 
times enough praise cannot be sent 
for the edeavors of the S-ociety. 

"It pleases m e to know tha t a uni­
form on me can h e lp preserve just 
such ventures as the POLPEX. Wish ­
ing I could be the re, I am, Very Sin­
cerely, Felix." 

• * • 
. Felix Pientka is serving Uncle Sam 

in Northern Africa. 
• * • 

CHANGES OF ADDR1ESS 
Rev. Bla ise Szymaszek, 1651 Grand 

Trunk St., Montreal, Canada. 
Sgt. Felix A. Wala t, 10th General 

Hospita l~E3260 , Camp Carson, Colo. 
Mrs. R egina B a in, 22 39 Walton St., 

Chicago, 111. 
••• 

W. V. Kenworthy, President of Aus ­
tin_ Philatelic Club will be guest speak­
·er at th e April 23, 1943 m eet ing. His 
topic will be "Sib eria." 

!Mr. Kenworthy sp ent considerable 
time in Siberia during World W ar 
No. 1. 
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