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Cover St George with two of 
the stamps in the 'Celebrating 
England' miniature sheet, to 
be issued on St Georges Day, 
23 April. See page 136 of the 
January Bulletin for a preview 
of the sheet. Illustration: Mary 
Evans Picture Library. 

	

24 April 	 Withdrawal lst and 2nd class stamp books issued 

June 2002; 2nd class stamp book issued June 2004 

	

30 April 
	

Withdrawal Standard airletter, blue paper, issued 

June 2004 

	

2 May 	 Withdrawal 35p, 40p, 47p and 68p definitives 

  

8 May 	 Issue Beside the Seaside stamp cards 

 

  

15 May 
	

Issue Beside the Seaside stamps and pack 

 

 

15 May 	 Withdrawal 1st & 2nd class business sheets issued 

June 2004 

 

17 May Issue Wembley Stadium miniature sheet; 'Memories 

of Wembley Stadium' generic sheet 

  

20 May 
	

Withdrawal Queen's 80th Birthday coin cover 

24 May 
	

Withdrawal Washington 2006 World Stamp Exhibi- 

tion generic sheet (Hello stamp and exhibition labels) 

25 May Issue Country coin covers set in folder 

29 May Issue Machin Anniversary stamp cards (three cards: 

two special stamps and miniature sheet) 
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Forthcoming issues and withdrawals 

27 March 
	

Issue Definitives 16p, 48p, 50p (light grey), 69p, 

78p; country stamps 48p and 78p for four Countries; 

pack Containing new deflnitives; pack Containing new 

country stamps; business sheets of 50 x 1st and 50 

x 2nd class 'Large' letter stamp (self-adhesive) 

31 March 
	

Withdrawal 42p and 68p country stamps and pack 

containing four 42p country stamps 

17 April 	 Withdrawal The Queen's 80th Birthday stamps, 

presentation pack and stamp cards (commemorative 

document and coin cover remain on sale) 

23 April 	 Issue Celebrating England miniature sheet, pack and 

stamp cards (five in set); Glorious England generic 

and Smilers sheets, England coin cover 

Issues All items are available from 
Royal Mail Tallents House (address 
below); selected items are available 
at Post Office branches and Post 
Office philatelic outlets at main post 
offices in Bath. Birmingham, Bright-
on, Bristol, Cambridge, Canterbury, 
Cardiff, Chester, Colchester, Coven-
try, Croydon, Durham, Edinburgh, 
Exeter, Glasgow, Grimsby, Harrogate, 
Leicester, London (Trafalgar Square 
& Eaatcheap), Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Norwich, Nottingham, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, Southampton, South-
end-on-Sea, Stevenage, Stratford-
on-Avon, Stroud, Truro, Windsor 
and York. 

Royal Mail Tallanta House 21 South 
Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EHI2 ape, 
UK. Telephone order line (08.30-
17.00 Monday to Friday): 08457641 
641; from overseas *44 131 316 
7483. Minimum handling charge UK 
£1.45, Europe £1.55, rest of world 
(airmail) £2.15. Some products can 
be ordered on Royal Mail's website: 
www.royalmail.com/stamps  
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Glenn Morgan 

BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

Further details of the London 
2010 Festival of Stamps will 
appear on a special website: 
www.london2010.org.uk  

Stamp scene News and upcoming events: 

Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 

London 2010 press release The London 2010 Festival of Stamps departs 
significantly from the traditional large-scale, short-term FtP World Inter-
national Stamp Exhibitions held in the UK in 1980, 1990 and 2000. It will 
involve multi-centre exhibitions and events which aim to raise the profile 
of stamps and philately, both within and outside the philatelic community. 
These will take place before, during and after the competitive show. 

The London 2010 International Stamp Exhibition will include the com-
petitive and trading aspects, at the Business Design Centre, Islington. To 
reduce the cost of providing exhibit space, the exhibits will be changed 
midway through the exhibition period, thus halving the unit cost and offer-
ing the possibility of over 2400 frames to be shown. This innovation will 
also enable economies of scale in judging and other support costs. 

The British Library, the British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) and 
the Royal Philatelic Collection are planning events which will last for up 
to three or more months, including exhibitions which will highlight the in-
teraction of stamp collecting and philately with other areas of interest. 

The Association of British Philatelic Societies (ABP5) in conjunction with 
regional Federations and local societies will be promoting the idea of coun-
trywide events and displays to link with the Festival and thus raise the pro-
file of the hobby more generally. 

An Advisory Board has been assembled to oversee the integration of the 
various aspects of the Festival, its membership being dawn from the A5BPS, 

British Library, BPMA, Royal Philatelic Collection, Royal Philatelic Soci-
ety London, British Philatelic Trust and Philatelic Traders Society. 

Banknote security The Bank of England museum currently has an on dis-
play an exhibition entitled 'Security by Design', which runs until 26 Octo-
ber between the hours of io:oo and 17:00 Monday to Friday. 

The bank has designed and issued banknotes for more than three cen-
turies, making it the longest continuous issuer of paper money in the world. 
Over time, the designs for its notes have incorporated details and devices, 
some obvious, others less so, to make them very hard to copy. This exhibi-
tion looks at how these designs have evolved into today's banknotes. 

Enquiries: www.bankofengland.co.uk/museum  or call 020 7601 5545. 

The museum is located in Bartholomew Lane, London EC2R 8AH, close to 
Bank underground, after which the station is named. Admission is free. 

Australian Ashes win Australia Post has celebrated their convincing 5-0 

Ashes Cricket series win over England by issuing two stamps, a miniature 
sheet, two FDC5, two maxi-cards, a coin and stamp cover (PNc), an 'Urn 
Returns' stamp pack, two 'cheque book' stamp booklets and two sheetlets 
of five stamps. The total cost of this collection for a 'one of everything' 
collector amounts to A$283.30, or a princely £113.16. 
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Postal guide reprint: available 
from Dr Giorgio Migliavacca, 
P0 Box 7007, St Thomas VI, 
00801-0007 USA. 
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Postal guide re-printed The first-ever postal guide, published in 1562, has 
been re-printed in the British Virgin Islands by Dr Giorgio Migliavacca, 
who states in his press release: 'This modern reprint of the 1562 postal 
guide makes this important book in the history of travel and communica-
tions easily available to 21st century readers and scholars'. 

Pierron's publications Three excellent reference works are available to col-
lectors of modern British and Commonwealth errors and trial material. 

Pierron's Online Catalogue contains images, quantities and values of all 
recorded modern GB and Commonwealth missing colour errors. Updates 
are made constantly (almost daily) to reflect dealer and auction prices, new 
finds, additional error and variety types and the latest research. There are 
already over 1400 varieties,  3000 images and 74,000 words on the site and 
it is a valuable new addition to the collectors' arsenal of available infor-
mation about the errors scene. Visit wwwerrors.info from where new users 
must register. Enter your email address, choose a password and click to 
register. You'll have 30 days of unrestricted access and thereafter viewable 
information relating to errors will be limited. Full access can be restored 
by purchasing a year's subscription for a modest 9.95 (15 euros, $i8  usD). 

Pierron's Modern Great Britain Errors & Varieties is an electronic book (e-
book) sold as a CD to use on your computer. It features everything covered 
in the 2005  Catalogue of Great Britain Stamp Errors and Varieties, plus the very 
latest finds, quantities and values, benefiting from over 600 updates. Like 
the 2005 printed catalogue, the digital version features more than 550 pages, 
13 colour-coded sections and detailed descriptions and market valuations 
of over 2,800 modern GB errors and varieties presented as  PDF  pages. Due 
to smart use of bookmarks and links, it is possible to navigate to areas of 
interest rapidly. Furthermore, pages can be magnified to 400% without 
any loss of image detail and pages can be printed out in high resolution. 

Society publications The three GB-related publications below could not, in 
many ways, be more different in their presentation, but all of the societies 
share the common desire to promote the collecting of British philately in 
all its different forms, and that is to be commended. 

TheJanuary 2007 GBGG Chronicle contains its regular columns, plus feat-
urs on Printed Matter: Triangular Cancellations, L' and C5 stamps, Top-
pling Traditions, Postcard to Crete - Returned to Sender and An American 
Report on the British System of Postage in 1848. Each issue is printed in 
black only and even selective colour has yet to appear within its 28 pages 
- not that the articles are any less informative because of this omission. 

Rundbrief  numbers 145 and 146 (September and December 2006) are, 
again, enhanced with the increasing use of colour throughout its 74 A4 
pages. Modern British issues are given equal prominence to the classic 
stamps and postal history, because perhaps as it is a German publication 
its members would have less access to information in their own language. 
I wish I read German to get the full benefits. Each issue contains 15-20 
articles, some of which cannot fail to be of interest to British collectors. li- 

Enquiries The CD is priced 
at £14.95 (22 euros, US$28); 
the printed book is 149.95(72 
euros, US$96). Postage free 
within the UK. Orders can be 
placed via ordersBtbacchic. 
com  and payment by PayPal 
is easy for overseas buyers. 

GBcc enquiries Secretary-
Treasurer, Parker A Bailey, 
2341 SW 86th Terrace, Davie, 
FL 33324, USA or e-mail him 
at: pbaileyjr@comcast.net  

Rundbrief enquiries There is 
a website at www.fggb.de  for 
those who wish to join this 
German group. 
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GBPS enquiries Peter Tanner, 
The Great Britain Philatelic 
Society, Highstandings, 13 St 
Hubert's Close, Gerrards 
Cross SL9 7EN. 

The GB Journal for January /February 2007 Contains 54 features (some in 
colour) including book reviews, 9d KGVI stamp use, Prince Consort Essay, 
Parcel Post Privy Council Licence 5935 SilverJubilee quantities, Muiready 
Advertisements and the Mary Adshead Archive. The accompanying GBPS 
Newsletter continues to improve dramatically from its earlier days when it 
was typed and held together with a single staple in the top corner and con-
tained virtually only ephemeral society news. These days, members receive 
a well-printed, 24 page A4 magazine-style publication with increasing use 
of colour and items of permanent reference value. The issue under review 
includes information about Wyon Medals, the KGVI Coronation issue and 
many other short features, leaving the Journal as the repository for the 
longer studies. They complement each other perfectly, even if the differ-
ences between them is gradually blurring. 

The I&BPS Newsletter exists for members past and present of the finan-
cial services industry. Its December 2006 issue includes articles on Invest-
ing in Stamps, Captain Cook, UK Bankers' Mail Services, Modern Postal 
History and coverage of new British stamp issues. 

TheJanuary/February 2007 issue of the American Topical Association's 
Topical Time is available, including features on: Aviation in wwsi, History 
of Tattoos, Garbage can be Golden, Tarantella Folk Dance, Changes in 
Apparel, A Contrast in [German] Cultures, Tragedies in Shakespeare and 
a useful index to 2006 ATA Publications. 

Croydon 2007 Entry forms for the competitive aspect of this show are avail-
able at wwwcroydon2007.org.uk  or by post from AllanJones, 21 Parkhill 
Road, Bexley DA5 IHF, being sure to enclose an A4 Large Letter stamped 
envelope. Note that the thematic class entries will be displayed at Themat-
ica, Carisbrooke Hall, London and not at Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 

l&BPS enquiries Brian Sole 
FRPSL, 3 Stockfield Road, 
Claygate, Esher KT10 00G. 

ATA enquiries 411A Lillard 
Road, Arlington, TX 76012-
3698. The British equivalent 
society is the British Thematic 
Association: 71 Churchward 
Avenue, Swindon SN2 1NW. 

Brian Janes Brian retired at the end of January after having been employed 
for 31 years by Harrison and Sons, where he reached the level of Works 
Director. He then spent almost five years at De La Rue following their pur-
chase of Harrison and Sons, and finally worked five years with Walsall 
Security Printers in the role of Special Accounts Manager. 

Some readers will be familiar with Brian's name, as he has always been 
a good friend to collectors and was always willing to share his consider-
able knowledge, as long as it did not infringe the security and confidential-
ity requirements that surround the production of postage stamps. Readers 
will recall that only recently he was able to provide fascinating informa-
tion relating to the photograph utilised on the front cover of my British 
Stamp Printers booklet, produced for Bulletin readers. Brian's role at ws 
has been filled by Paul Singleton, who once worked at the House of Ques-
ta and is a current member of Royal Mail's Stamp Advisory Committee. 

On behalf of the many collectors who knew Brian and from all of the 
stamp production team at Royal Mail, with whom he worked closely over 
many years, I wish Brian a long and happy retirement playing golf and 
spending more time with his family. 

Brian Janes 
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The ingot (shown actual size) 
from the George VI id issue, 
the second in the current 
series (stamps of Edward VIII 
and George VI). 

VOLUME 44 APRIL 2007 

Royal Mail news New issues and products 

Definitive and country stamp changes Readers are reminded that certain 
postal rates will be increased from 2 April, and that new national defini-
tive and country stamps go on sale at Post Office branches and philatelic 
outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House from 27 March. Details were given 
in the February Bulletin (p191) and again in Royal Mail News last month. 

Machin Anniversary issue As mentioned here in February, there will be an 
additional pictorial first day of issue postmark for this Machin miniature 
sheet and prestige book pane - for Stoke on Trent, where Arnold Machin 
was born in 1911. Covers bearing this postmark will not be sent automati-
cally to FDC customers, and you should order from Tallents House by the 
day of issue, 5  June. Price £3.63 UK  /L3.09  overseas with miniature sheet 
or £2.78  /L2.37 with PSB pane. Collectors can submit covers for this Stoke 
postmark to any Royal Mail Special Handstamp Centre, requesting post-
mark FD0739. 

-S 

0 'I THINK 
! WAS BORN A 7-
TERRACOTTA TERRACOTTA .L 
MODELLER!' 

AMACHIN 

S.
6-2001  

Coin covers and ingot sets A new coin cover, with the 2007 England Li 
coin (Millennium Bridge, Gateshead) encapsulated, will be available from 
23 April, price £13.50.  The cover bears the four England country stamps 
cancelled by a special Newcastle upon Tyne postmark. This completes the 
series of four country coin covers - the Scotland (30 November 2004), Wales 
(i March 2005) and Northern Ireland (17 March 2006) covers are all still 
available, price £13.50  each. The set of four will be available in a collec-
tion folder from 25 May, priced (54. 

The Queen's 8oth birthday coin cover (/J17.95)  will be withdrawn from 
sale on 20 May. 

The third in the current series of ingots (stamps of Edward viii and 
George vi) will be available from I9June, and features the George vi Coro-
nation stamp of 1937. Price £27.95.  Nos i and 2 in the series (Edward viii 
id and George vi id) are still available, priced £27.95  each. All orders for 
coin covers and ingots should be sent to Tallents House. Handling charge 
£1.45 UK, £'.ss Europe, £2.15 Rest of World. 

Definitives revisited It has been decided to return to the pre-Pricing in Pro-
portion design for the 1st and 2nd class standard definitives, ie with service 
indicator at bottom rather than top left. These will be reintroduced from 
June onwards; sheets of 200 gummed 2nd class stamps printed by De La 
Rue will be available from Tallents House and philatelic outlets from 5June. 
Previous supplies of this stamp were printed by Walsall. There will be no 
first day of issue facilities. Details of changes to stamp books and business 
sheets will be announced shortly. 

Love stamp The Love stamp in the 16January stamp book has eliptical 
perforations. Stanley Gibbons has given this variety catalogue listing as GB 

NO 2693. 

231 



1, 

I 

1923 
1' 

1966 

I 
I 

1996 

1923 1963 

F 	A. 

Memories of Wembley Stadium  14 	 133  zz.r  90.885  c 	23.500 

1985 

705,885.555 	2.620  .%..  27, 	 7.4 	 90.500 	 315 

MAIL 

Wembley Stadium Generic 
sheet and miniature sheet, 
both to be issued 17 May. 

Special issues  this nionth's spccial issuc comprises the 
'Celebrating England' miniature sheet, which goes on sale 
on St George's Day, 23 April. It contains two special 78p 
stamps showing St George and the Houses of Parliament, 
the current England 1st class stamp and a new 1st class 
design showing the St George's flag. The sheet was shown 
here inJanuary (p136). Five stamp cards will be available, 
showing the four stamps and the complete miniature sheet. 

To coincide with this miniature sheet, we are issuing a 
'Glorious England' generic sheet containing 20 1st class 
England stamps (self-adhesive) and labels featuring build-
ings and scenery of England. This sheet was shown here 
in March (p203). A Smilers version, with your own image 

printed on the labels, will also be available. For details of how to order 
Smilers sheets phone 0845 074 2000 (UK customers) or +44 131 316 7483 
(overseas), or pick up a Smilers leaflet at a Post Office branch. Orders can 
also be placed over the web (at www.royalmail.com) using digital photos. 

On 17 May we will issue a miniature sheet to commemorate the new 
Wembley Stadium (see left, previewed in March, p201)  which contains two 
English country stamps and an amended version of the 2002 Crowned 
Lion World Cup stamp. The miniature sheet will be on sale at selected 
Post Office branches. On the same day will be issued a new generic sheet 
(above) containing the amended Crowned Lion stamp and labels featur-
ing scenes from the old Wembley stadium and images of the new s 
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Special Handstamp Centres  Addresses for Royal 
Mail's five Special Handstamp Centres are pub-
lished in each issue of our companion magazine, 
the British Postmark Bulletin. For the convenience 
of Philatelic Bulletin readers who do not subscribe 
to that publication, we will give the addresses here 
from time to time. To receive a free sample copy 
of the  Postmark Bulletin write to: The Editor, Brit-
ish Philatelic Bulletin, Royal Mail, 148 Old Street, 
London EC IV  9HQ0 

London Special Handstamp Centre  Royal Mail, Mount 
Pleasant, London EC1A 1  B 

Northern England Special Handstamp Centre  South Shields 
DO, Keppell Street, South Shields NE33 1Js 

Midland Special Handstamp Centre  Birmingham Mail Centre, 
St Stephens Street, Birmingham B6 4AA 

Wales & The West Special Handstamp Centre  220-228 
Penarth Road, Cardiff CF1 1 8TA 

Scotland & Northern Ireland Special Handstamp Centre 
Rutherglen DO, Duchess Place, Ruthergien, Glasgow G73 1BT 

British Postal Museum & Archive On show at the BPMA until 19 April is the 
'Elizabeth: Queen & Icon' exhibition, some of the highlights of which were 
featured here lastJuly (pages 339-41). A new exhibition, marking the 40th 
anniversary of the Machin definitive, will open on 3 May. The BPMA is 
run by the Postal Heritage Trust, and comprises the former Post Office 
Archives and National Postal Museum • 

BPMA British Postal Museum 
and Archive, Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 
ODL. Phone 020 7239 2570 
or visit www.postalheritage. 
org,uk 

Dates of withdrawals The Queen's Both birthday stamps, pack, and stamp 
cards: 17 April. Standard airletter issuedJune 2004: 30 April. Three stamp 
books, issued inJune 2002 andJune 2004: 24 April. 

 

Storing the Bulletin Binders and box files are avail-
able for storing this and the Postmark Bulletin. The 
sturdy box files, in maroon for the Philatelic Bul-
letin and green for the  Postmark Bulletin are avail-
able from Royal Mail Tallents House, price £9.95 
each. Order codes PB349 (Philatelic), PB350 (Post-
mark). The files will store 30 copies of the Phila-
telic and about 50 of the Postmark Bulletins. The 
traditional binders for the Philatelic (BB00I) and 
Postmark (PB322) Bulletins cost £8.50 each. 

Special draw Win a 2006 de luxe Yearbook 

FOR THIS month's draw we have a leather-bound dc luxe 2006 Royal Mail 
Yearbook for the sender of the first card drawn on 30 April. Five runners-
up will win packs of Beside the Seaside stamps. Simply write your name 
and address on the back of a postcard and send to: Yearbook Draw, British 
Philatelic Bulletin, Royal Mail, 148 Old Street, London  EC IV  9HQ. 

Stamp poll draws  Voters in our 2006 stamp poll (see p234) were entered in 
two draws. Winners of  £50  each in the Favourite Stamps draw were: Dr C 
Jansen, Germany; Mrs M Kent, Padstow; Mr D Burnham, Cowbridge; and 
Mr A Groat, Edinburgh. The winners of  £50  each in the Favourite Bulletin 
Author draw were: Mr R Plummer, Poole; and Mr A Hill, Edgware. 
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Results of 2006 Bulletin readers poll by Glenn Morgan 

IN December, you were invited to vote for your 
favourite 2006 set of special stamps and minia-
ture sheet, individual stamp, FDC design and pre-
sentation pack, and favourite Bulletin author. This 
was the 21st annual poll, and a good response was 
received from 1237 readers residing in many parts 
of the world, with voting higher than last year. 

Keying the entries into my laptop soon showed 
a pattern of popularity, with the favourite indi-
vidual stamp being way ahead of rivals and, as 
the results below will reveal, I had to type in the 
number 77  rather a lot! 

Thanks to all who took the time to vote, and 
for your comments. These have been submitted 
to Royal Mail's product managers for their con-
sideration when producing future issues. 

Favourite set As always, points were allocated for 
each vote for the set: three points for first choice, 
two points for second and one point for third. 
This enabled me to get a clear picture of the rel-
ative popularity of each issue. The voting was as 
shown opposite. 

The Brunel issue was the outright winner (with 
1833 points and 25.5% of total vote), BritishJour-
ney: England came second (1090 points, 15.2%), 
and in third place was The Queen's 8oth Birth-
day issue (798 points, ii.i%). Therefore over 51% 
of the total vote went to just three sets. 

For interest, past winners were: 1987 Flowers; 
1988 Linnean Society; 1989 Birds; içgo Queen 
Mother; 1991 Maps; 5992 Wintertime; 1993 Aut-
umn; 1994 Age of Steam; 1995 Christmas; 1996 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust; 1997 The Great 
Tudor (Henry viii); 1998 Lighthouses; 1999 Sci-
entists' Tale; 2000 Tree and Leaf; 2001 Weather; 
2002 London Bridges; 2003 Extreme Endeav-
ours, 2004 Woodlands Animals; 2005 Trafalgar. 

Favourite stamps The Lest We Forget stamp from 
the miniature sheet, showing the emotive barbed 
wire and poppy design was decisively your fav-
ourite individual stamp (358 votes, 34.1%  of total 
vote) and would have scored even higher had it 
been available in counter sheets, as some voters 

felt that as it was in a MS it should not count. The 
Brunel design depicting the Clifton Suspension 
Bridge was in second place (78 votes, 7.4%); while 
the Brunel design with the Royal Albert Bridge 
was in third place (54 votes, 5.1%). 

8 of the 79  individual stamp designs attracted 
10 or fewer votes each (including ii stamps with 
zero points) and 69 out of the 79  designs received 
20 or fewer votes each. 

For the record, the previous favourite individ-
ual stamp designs were: 1996 Wildfowl and Wet-
lands igp; 1997 The Great Tudor (Henry viii) 
26p 1998 Endangered Species 20p; 1999 Scien-
tists' Tale 6p; 2000 Above and Beyond 19p; 2001 
Flags UnionJack; 2002 London Bridges 1st class; 
2003 Coronation 1st (Cecil Beaton's Coronation 
portrait of The Queen), 2004 Woodland Animals 
ist class Red squirrel; 2005 Trooping the Colour 
1st class. 

When the single stamps are put back into their 
sets and votes re-counted, four of the 13 stamp 
issues attracted 20 or fewer votes for the entire 
set. These were: Victoria Cross (16 votes), Christ-
mas (12), Sounds of Britain (Ii), and World Cup 
Winners (s). The top four issues were: Lest We 
Forget MS (358), Brunch (201), The Queen's 8oth 
Birthday (140) and BritishJourney: England (125). 

Favourite FDC envelope and Presentation Pack 

This was the first year that a poll was held to find 
your favourite Royal Mail FDC envelope and pre-
sentation pack designs. The four favourites for 
each were: FDC - Brunel (winner), Animal Tales 
(2nd), Lest We Forget M5 (3rd) and Victoria Cross 
(4th); presentation pack - Brunel (winner), Vic-
toria Cross (2nd), Lest We Forget M5 (3rd) and 
The Queen's 8oth Birthday (4th). 

Favourite Bulletin authors This was the i ith year 
that a poll has been conducted. Douglas Myahl 
(Mainly Machins) was once again your favourite 
author - he appears able to do no wrong in your 
eyes, having a very strong and loyal following. 
Ron Negus, Dorothy Martin and Richard West 
came second, third and fourth respectively. 
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Favourite stamps and sets The number following each value is as shown in the December Bulletin. 

Lest We Forget (MS) 1st 77 358 Christmas 2nd 71 7 World Cup Winners 44p 40 

Brunel 60p 23 78 Animal Tales 2nd 2 8 National Portrait Gallery 1st 52 1 

Brunel lst 19 54 Queen's 80th Birthday 44p 35 6 National Portrait Gallery 1st 53 1 

Queen's 80th Birthday 2nd 30 47 Celebrating Scotland (MS) 72p 78 6 Victoria Cross 64p 62 1 

Queen's 80th Birthday 1st 32 36 British Journey: England 1st 13 5 Victoria Cross 64p 63 1 

Animal Tales 1st 4 30 National Portrait Gallery 1st 51 5 Victoria Cross 72p 65 1 

British Journey: England 1st 10 28 National Portrait Gallery 1st 54 5 Animal Tales 42p 6 0 

Brunel 68p24 24 National Portrait Gallery 1st 59 5 World Cup Winners SOp 41 0 

Queen's 80th Birthday 44p  34 22 Animal Tales 42p 5 4 World Cup Winners 64p42 0 

Celebrating Scotland (MS) 72p  79 21 Ice Age Animals 68p 28 4 World Cup Winners 72p 43 0 

Brunel 4lp22 20 National Portrait Gallery tat 55 4 Modern Architecture 64p 48 0 

British Journey: England 1st ii 18 National Portrait Gallery tat 56 4 National Portrait Gallery fat 58 0 

British Journey: England 1st 16 17 Animal Tales 2nd 1 3 Victoria Cross 72p  64 0 

Brunel 4op2o 17 British Journey: England let  15 3 Sounds of Britain 1st 66 0 

British Journey: England 1sf 14 16 British Journey: England let  17 3 Christmas 2nd Large 72 0 

British Journey: England 1st 12 13 Ice Age Animals 42p 26 3 Christmas 1st Large 74 0 

Ice Age Animals 1st 25 13 Ice Age Animals 47p  27 3 Christmas 72p  75 0 

Queen's 80th Birthday 1st 33 13 National Portrait Gallery 1st 50 3 FAVOURITE SETS 

British Journey: England 1st 9 11 Sounds of Britain 42p  67 3 Brunel 1833 

British Journey- England tat 18 11 Sounds of Britain 50p 68 3 British Journey: England 1090 

Victoria Cross 1st 61 ii Sounds of Britain 72p  69 3 Queen's 80th Birthday 798 

Animal Tales 68p 7 10 Christmas 1st 73 3 Victoria Cross 707 

Modern Architecture 72p 49 10 Animal Tales 1sf 3 2 Lest We Forget (MS) 594 

National Portrait Gallery 1st 57 9 Modern Architecture 50p 47 2 National Portrait Gallery 589 

Brunel 42p2l 8 Victoria Cross 1st 60 2 Animal Tales 463 

Queen's 80th Birthday 72p  37 8 Sounds of Britain £1.19 70 2 Modern Architecture 309 

Modern Architecture 42p 45 8 Christmas £1 76 2 Ice Age Animals 225 

Animal Tales 68p 8 7 Ice Age Animals £1.12 29 Christmas 201 

Queen's 80th Birthday 2nd 31 7 Queen's 80th Birthday  72p  36 Sounds of Britain 131 

Modern Architecture 1st 44 7 World  Cup Winners 1st 38 World Cup Winners 122 

Modern Architecture 44p 46 7 World Cup Winners 42p 39 Celebrating Scotland (MS) 120 
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Opposite: Sorting in a TPO 
carriage at Euston in 1958. 
Above: inside a working TPO 
before the services cIosu 
in January 2004. 

I 

Treasures of the BPMA The restoration of 

a TPO carriage, by Martin Robinson 

MOST philatelists will be familiar with Travelling 
Post Offices, formerly used to sort mails en route 
to their destination. As early as 1838, mail coach-
es bound for Manchester, Liverpool and Carlisle 
were being carried by rail between Euston and 
Birmingham. The 1838 Railways (Conveyance 
of Mails) Act allowed the Post Office to adapt 
carriages for mail sorting, and the 'rpo network 
expanded rapidly. The first TPO ran in January 
Of 1838 on the GrandJunction Railway between 
Birmingham and Liverpool. It was a converted 
horse box fitted out for sorting of mail by Post 
Office staff. The experiment was successful and 
the Railway Company was asked to equip four 

carriages for this service. On 17 September 1838 the London and Birming-
ham Railway was completely opened, and TPO5 were permanently estab-
lished with two departures from Euston each day, a Day Mail at ii .00am, 
and a Night Mail at 8.3opm. 

Some of the larger TPO5 consisted of six carriages and eleven stowage 
vans with a staff of fifty, whilst others comprised a single carriage. The 
sorting frames were normally on the right facing forwards with a table 
below on to which the mailbags where emptied. On the opposite side were 
pegs with destination labels to hang bags to receive the bundles of sorted 
mail. The early TPO5 had poor facilities with oil lighting, low roofs and no 
heating or toilets. In the i86os improvements were made as ventilation and 
better lights were installed along with arched roofs, floor covering, padding 
and seats. In 1911 some carriages were fitted with retractable arms and nets 
to exchange pouches at speed to avoid having to stop at stations. 

TPO operations were mostly suspended during the First and Second 
World Wars. Before the First World War, 130 TPO5 were running, but after-
wards reduced to only 70. During the Second World War some mail trains 
ran, but only as bag tenders. After the war, some of the TPOS were not re-
instated and Dr Beeching's cuts of 1963 had a further impact; the TPO net-
work was in decline. A 1988 review brought about the reduction, re-routing 
and closure of several more TPO5. This left only 35 in service, and six years 
later this number was reduced to 24. In 2003 Royal Mail announced a new 
combined road, rail and air network, but failed to reach agreement with 
EWS (English, Welsh and Scottish Railway), so the railway element was ex-
cluded. By 2003 few services were still operating and the TPO era was near-
ly at an end. Most mail was now being distributed by road and air, and 
with high-speed sorting machines available in mail centres, the decision 
was taken to close the remaining TPO routes, the last services running on 
the night of 9 January 2004- 
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Above: BPMA's TPO carriage 
before restoration. Opposite: 
the interior before restoration; 
work in progress at L&NWR 
workshops, Crewe; and three 
views of the final results. 

Text C Martin Robinson 2007. Photo-

graphs © Royal Mail Group plc 2007 
by permission British Postal Museum 
& Archive. 

In 1999 the National Postal Museum (now BPMA) 

acquired its own TPO carriage, transferred from 
the Tyseley Locomotive Works, part of the Birm-
ingham Railway Museum Trust. This carriage 
was going to be scrapped in 1960, but had been 
saved by the Railway Preservation Society. Rest-
oration began in 2003 when funding was agreed, 
and although many of the original fittings such 
as the door handles and brasswork had survived, 
much of the fabric was in poor condition and a 
huge task lay ahead. 

The carriage was built at Wolverton in 1908, 
and originally carried the number LNWR 20. It 

was re-numbered by the LEts and was eventually given BR number M 30244 
M. It weighs 27 tons and still has its original underframe and 4-wheel bogies. 
The carriage is 50ft long and gft sin wide, and would have been a bustling, 
crowded place at the height of its working life. The 1915 Roster of P0 Car-
riages shows that the vehicle was used on the Crewe-Holyhead route as 
part of the Night Down and Day Up between Euston and Holyhead. The 
Down left Euston at 8.45pm and arrived at Holyhead at 2.26am, the Up 
leaving Holyhead at i.iam and reaching Euston at 6.ioam. The car-
riage served on the Irish Mail until about 1940; its bag exchange appara-
tus was removed in 1945, and thereafter it was used only as a bag tender. 

Before restoration proper began, the carriage was stripped and dried 
out for several months. The floor and panels were rotten, so new wood-
work was fitted where necessary. The sorting frames were in better condi-
tion and were rebuilt using the original fittings wherever possible. On the 
inside, the roof had been painted grey when electric lighting was installed 
in the 192os, but the original (rather cheerless) colours of pea green with a 
white roof have been restored, following the pattern of a preserved car-
riage at the National Railway Museum, York. It was also decided to change 
the external livery of Royal Mail red back to its original LNwR colours of 
carmine lake and cream. L&NWR & Co's joiner, Cohn Worrall, has spent 
four years doing most of the restoration, which was carried out at the 
L&NWR workshops in Crewe. He was joined by specialists who worked on 
the upholstery, netting, painting and signwriting, and advice was given by 
the Nene Valley Railway. The work was supported by the L&NWR Soci-
ety's archivist and research was carried out at BPMA, the National Railway 
Museum, York, and the National Archives at Kew. 

Thanks to Louise Mitton and Zoe Lewis of BPMA for providing most of 
the information contained in this article, and to the former BPMA curator 
Christine Jones, who wrote about the restoration of the TPO carriage and 
Mobile Post Office GP02 in last autumn's edition of Crosspost, the journal 
of the Friends of BPMA. The Museum's Access and Outreach team have 
produced a display to accompany the restored carriage, which will be on 
show at The Railway Age, in Crewe, when it re-opens on 3  April for the 
summer season. 
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It of the  12  astronauts 
who walked on the moon 
were once Scouts 
SCOUT  CENTENARY 2007 

The youngest climber 
of the highest peaks 
on at  continents 
is  Scoot 

Adult Scout volunteers 
give 360 million hours 

of time each year 

Scouting is the largest youth 
movement in the world 

with 28 miltin 

SC001 orNnuugv 200? 

450.000 UK Scouts 
take part in community 
prolec8vety year 

BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

Scouts A new issue to celebrate a centenary 

Six STAMPS commemorating the centenary of the Scouts will go on sale at 
Post Office branches and philatelic outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House 
on 26Ju1y, one day ahead of the opening of the 21st World ScoutJam-
boree 2007 at Hylands Park, Chelmsford, Essex. The Jamboree will be 
attended by 40,000 young people and will last until 8 August. 

The stamps feature illustrations of Scouts engaged in various activities 
- at a camp fire (1st class), rock climbing (46p), planting trees (zillp), learn-
ing archery (54p), learning gliding (69p), and in a group (78p). The stamps 
were designed by The Work Room design group of London, using illus-
trations by Gez Fry. 

The stamps will be issued to Post Office branches in sheets of 25; sheets 
Of 50 with gutter margins will be available from Post Office philatelic out-
lets and Royal Mail Tallents House. 

FIRST DAY FACILITIES Unstamped Royal Mail FDC envelopes will be avail-
able from main Post Office branches and philatelic outlets about a week 
before 26Ju1y. Orders for serviced FDC5 must reach Tallents House by the 
day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: 
Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EHI2 9PB 
(for Tallents House postmark), or to their nearest Royal Mail Special 
Handstamp Centres (Brownsea Island postmark) marking the outer enve-
lope 'FD0729' or 'FD0730'. Covers can be posted or handed in at main Post 
Office branches for the Brownsea Island postmark. 

For details of sponsored handstamps and addresses of the Handstamp 
Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin available on subscription from 
Tallents House (JJs2.25 UK/Europe; 24.95 elsewhere). For a free sample 
copy write to: The Editor, British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 048 Old 
Street, London ECIV 9Hc0 

Technical details 

Printer  EnschedO Security 
Printers 

Process Lithography 

Stamp size 41 x 30mm 

Sheets 25 and 50 

Perforation 14.5 x 14 

Phosphor Two bands 

Gum PVA 

Gutter pairs Vertical 

Barcode and stock code A 
barcode and an internal stock 
code (not the Tallents House 
order code) will be printed in 
the margins of most sheets of 
special stamps, starting with 
the Scout issue. The barcode 
and stock code will usually 
appear in the top right margin 
of the sheets. 
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SCOUT CENTENARY 2007 
Ceiobeating 100 000rS of AdoeUtu 

Mrs 7 Robinson 
200 Manorbier Road 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire 
D57 4AB 

00S0 t..SS*0 Zt*attOaa.O - 50000 

F1INSEA 

') 	'The Scout 	O 

motto is founded '2 
0 0  on my initials, it is: 

' 	BE PREPARED' 	0 

BAIRN-POWELL 
1907 

7•20O 

I've been putted out of the sea six times when I've 
crashed in various boats, balloons and planes! 

 

Everyday adventure! 
00005 people join Scouting for the act,, tOe, frost abseiling to  Cr0000 

h,ot so 9, it  it  ci about cong Cr05 thing, and lotryrnit by Uoin; 

Adcentcr,-at all Ir,eo and in many fo,V,-,t the eccocy of SlorcUng. 

Rathe, than j.,t eatteshe sOoth, it ttcOePa000V 50,0 eratycayt that 

Scouhmrg ,hallctqes act Operate, toe joy, of young peept,. Iota yea,,, 

Scout, otakeg op Ste troro,og often he, Into t,ghf aceay 0,00 SOnS i, a' 

nuchanadoentuttao hantgtid,aV  0  scuba dicing. 

Sn the United airgdort. Scoots aged 6 OS take part nabalanced 

pcog,aet,n& lea,ncngrotjuttolisbingatdpnotoettutdoonoktitt_chou 

taungatlot 0,0 pi-mg. but about beatth and ii-,cOn,nm,cnmty. 11,0 

onoi,onsent.aadglobalistoea.S000tiog acotat,acdtochetgeendahce 

0°.!  0,00  Street 5pont, Actrorty Badge Same along in ROtc nay 10,0 

naisedafeuaey,bees_butnotaeon;theyoongpetplenbereaeiato 

 

'Scooting helps promote an 
awareness of environmental 
issues among young people 
everywhere' 
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SCOUTS 

Can you imagine a world without 
Scouting? Fortunately, we don't 
have to because, in 1907, a soldier 
named Robert Baden-Powell was 
struck by an idea . From the presentation pack 

Scoutsprices 

Set of stamps £3.04 

Presentation pack £3.80 

FDC envelope £0.30 

Serviced FOG (UK customers) £4.34 

Serviced FOG (overseas customers) £3.70 

Stamp cards set £1.80 

In addition to a presentation 
pack (left) and stamp cards, 
there will be a Scouts coin 
cover, priced at £15.50. 



BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLS Britain abroad 
In part two of a news 

 eries James 
Macka 

revised plan, "attn 
of the game," said 

tehall official. He 
ritain planned to launc 

- quick attacks that were aime 
Argentine strength without 

ions. 

i ye- 
its 

the 

• vntual aim of the 
occupying Argo 
,ain garrison at 
the use of air. 
ce the Argentir 
British defense 
may never  be n 

'U  the Argentines b 
will give  up vei 

ill  be tiresome."' 
re  and  how to stri 

' 	:e  plan  were left 
e commander in the 

to corn 

£1 
ER p-b 

e  
go 

for 
om 

e  
JET 	

y 

•, ,,, 

'I  k;
I'\I.S.I 

 

150ri-i 
ANNIVERSARY 

WEST 

\ U  Is 

At 
Arg 



BRITAIN ABROAD 

remembers two heroes of the Falklands War 

THE VICTORIA CROSS was awarded posthum- We continue this new series on Britons and British 
ously to two soldiers for gallantry in the South achievements depicted on stamps issued by other 

countries, with the Falkland Islands stamps issued 
Atlantic campaign for the liberation of the Falk- on II November 2006 for the 150th  anniversary of 
land Islands and South Georgia in 1982. The the institution of the Victoria Cross. 
stamps, which were designed by Andrew Robin- 
son and printed by Cartor, concentrated on two heroes of the Parachute 
Regiment, which bore the brunt of the ferocious battle of Mount Long-
don that marked the turning point in the campaign. 

During the night of 11-12 July, 1982 the men of the third battalion ( 
Para) mounted an attack on the Argentine stronghold on Mount Long-
don, blocking the approach to Port Stanley. It was a bitter fight, echoing 
other frontal assaults up steep mountain slopes, such as that on the Heights 
of Alma, where some of the first vcs were won. The Paras sustained heavy 
casualties from the withering gunfire as they stormed the hillside, and even-
tually two platoons were pinned down among the rocks. 

Ian McKay, aged 29, was the platoon sergeant of 4  platoon of B Com-
pany, and took command when his commanding officer was shot. Realis-
ing that the loss of momentum would be fatal, he rallied his men and led 
an attack with a squad of three others. They came under heavy fire and 
the three men fell, but McKay continued to charge the enemy position, 
regardless of his own safety. Reaching the enemy, he despatched them with 
grenades and automatic fire but was cut down in the moment of victory. 
By his sacrifice, he turned the tide of battle and enabled the men of 4  and 
5 platoons to complete the assault. 

The other vc of the Falklands War was also awarded posthumously, to 
42 year old Lieutenant-Colonel HerbertJones, the commanding officer of 
the second battalion (2 Para). Known to officers and men alike simply as 
'Colonel H', he led the assault on Argentine positions at Goose Green and 
Darwin on the night of 28 May 1982. What began as a reconnaissance of 
the dozen trenches on a mountain ridge, strongly defended by the enemy, 
ended as a frontal assault led by the colonel firing a sub-machine gun. 
Although wounded several times, his superb courage inspired his men and 
the enemy position was overrun. Jones, however, fell at the moment of vic-
tory, fatally wounded. By his example, the Paras scored a decisive victor) 

o  
leading to the capture of 1,200 prisoners and the liberation of Darwin and 

E Goose Green. 
Two 6op stamps reproduce photographs of Jones and McKay, while a 

t

Una 1, 

h 

	

miniature sheet has a central LI  stamp showing the Victoria Cross. The 	 s 5' 
regimental badge of the Paras is featured in e sheet margin 

	

0 	 ff•1• 	- 	-.  ep a,s 

	

The Jones vc is now on display at the National Army Museum, while 	 . 	.. 
the McKay vc is held in the collection formed by Lord Ashcroft, who has 
amassed no fewer than 142 VCS 

	

3 Para are again in the news, on account of the award of a post
o 	

humous 
ye on 16 December 2006 to Corporal Bryan Budd of A Company, killed 
during the defence of Sangin, southern Afghanistan on 20 August 2006. 
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This three-part article (to be continued in May and 
June) is abridged from chapter 5 of Douglas Muir's 
book A Timeless Classic: The Evolution of Machin's 
Icon, which will be published shortly by the British 
Postal Museum & Archive. 

BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

Examples of Special issues 
prior to the changes of 1965: 
1963 National Nature Week, 
1964 Geographical Congress 
and 1964 Botanical Congress. 

Off with her head! The first part of a series 

IT IS ironic that the actions of a republican Post-
master General, intended to remove The Queen's 
head from stamps, should ultimately lead instead 
to the greatest regal icon of the 20th century. The 
revolution which took place in British stamp de-
sign and issuing policy in the mid 196os resulted 
in the timeless sculpture of The Queen by Arnold 
Machin. 

Tony Berm was appointed Postmaster General 
by Harold Wilson in the new Labour government 
of October 1964. He took up his post with defi-
nite and determined ideas about stamps, namely 
to try and remove The Queen's head from them, 
as well as widening their scope. He had not been 
in office a month when he informed his shocked 
senior officials that he wanted commemorative 
issues without The Queen's head, and informed 
a meeting of the Post Office Board on 25 Novem-
ber of new criteria for stamp issues: 'to celebrate 
events of national or international importance, 

to commemorate appropriate anniversaries and occasions, to reflect Brit-
ain's unique contribution to the arts and world affairs, to extend public 
patronage of the arts by promoting philately and to raise revenue.' 

Only io months before, the Philatelic Bulletin (the GPO'S new informa-
tion sheet for stamp collectors) had felt able to announce, loftily: 'we receive 
many suggestions for [special stamp] issues and to keep their number with-
in reasonable limits the policy of the Post Office is to confine them to mark-
ing outstanding national or international events and Royal and postal 
anniversaries. We do not mark anniversaries other than Royal and Postal 
ones nor do we issue stamps to support charities or other good causes.' 

The result had been stamp issues for various international congresses or 
festivals (Lifeboat, Red Cross, Geographical, Botanical and Shakespeare) 
which may have coincided with an anniversary, and National Productivity 
Year, Nature Week, etc, but they were distinctly few in number. So the 
change now was dramatic and sudden. 

Berm made his announcement in a written reply to a parliamentary ques-
tion on 15 December and, referring to forthcoming 1965 issues, invited MP5 

and the public to submit suggestions to him as quickly as possible. 



Opposite page: official photo-
graph of the new Postmaster 
General, Anthony Wedgwood 
Berm, 1964. Above: designer 
David Gentleman, 0966. 
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OFF WITH HER HEAD! 

on the origins of the Machin, by Douglas Muir 

Paul Reilly, of the Council of Industrial Design, and Sir Kenneth Clark, 
Chairman of the COlD's Stamp Advisory Committee, had a meeting with 
Berm on I3January 1965, when he informed them of the proposed 1965 
programme and that he wanted to establish a Fellowship in Minuscule 
Design. It was at this meeting that a new profile head of the Queen on 
definitives was first proposed. Discussion then continued about the design 
of commemorative stamps. Berm suggested that designers might have more 
scope if the stamp were designed 'independently of the Queen's Head'. 

First contact with David Gentleman  Undoubtedly, the most important sug-
gestion from Bern's public invitation came with a letter from David Gentle-
man, who already had a number of accepted stamp designs to his credit. 
Recently, Gentleman described what happened. 

'By  1964  I'd already designed enough stamps to know what the prob-
lems were - mainly how to fit the Queen's head in alongside anything else 
- and had discovered ways of coping with them. But I had also found out 
how immovable the Post Office's rules and usages were, particularly about 
this very subject. It was by a happy chance that Berm determined, ener-
getic, imaginative and eager for change - arrived just as I had become cer-
tain what these changes ought to be. So when he asked for suggestions I 
wrote to him proposing more interesting subject-matter and no Queen's 
head. This last suggestion was prompted not by any conscious republican 
leanings but purely by considerations of what would work best as designs.' 

In his original letter he wrote that he was convinced that 'the main sin-
gle drawback to the realisation of unified modern designs is the Monarch's 
head: not merely the unsatisfactory angle of the present photograph, but 
the traditional inclusion of the head at all.' He continued: 'The problem 
is only in part one of insufficient space: it is essentially a problem of recon-
ciling two conflicting elements and conventions within one design. In prac-
tice, the stamp design has to be split into two parts: the head and the rest. 
This can be managed with ingenuity, but, although interesting results are 
possible, they will always remain at best adequate and increasingly repeti-
tive solutions to the same problem.' 

The alternative could be a title, which would be adaptable and readily 
absorbed into the design 'without as at present destroying it.' Suggestions 
were UNITED KINGDOM, UK or GREAT BRITAIN.  This gave Berm a great 
opportunity - to deal with the Queen's head in terms of design, rather than 
politically. Dismissing the official, predictably negative, draft reply he tele-
phoned Gentleman and asked him to come and see him. 'In contrast with 
my earlier talks with Post Office officials the meeting was taken up with 
discussion not about what would be feasible or popular or acceptable to 
the Committee or to the Palace, but what was necessary and right.' 

Thus began a unique co-operation between PMG and designer, and a last-
ing personal friendship. Often of like mind, the one was to inspire the other 
over  18  months of fervent, creative endeavour.  i' 
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1/3 

Great  Britain 

Top row, from left: essay by 

Harrisons combining Karsh's 
portrait of Churchill with the 
Wilding definitive; an essay of 
Abram Games' design, which 
was preferred by the SAC: 
and an essay of Gentleman's 
design without The Queen's 
portrait (replaced with 'Great 
Britain'). 

Bottom row: essays showing 
variations of accepted design 
by David Gentleman. 

Churchill stamp Sir Winston Churchill had died on Sunday, 24January. 
By the next day, Benn had decided he wanted a commemorative stamp. 
On his behalf, the question of Churchill's head appearing beside that of 

The Queen was raised by Harold Wilson with The Queen at his next audi-
ence on 28 January. She approved, although Benn had already publicly 

announced that a stamp would be issued. At the same time postal officials 

had approached David Gentleman, and invited him to submit designs 
quickly. The famous Karsh portrait of Churchill was to be used together 
with The Queen's head. 

So it was that when Gentleman came to see Benn on 55 February he had 

already provided designs to the Post Office. Benn recorded that Gentleman 
had a Churchill stamp 'with a tiny Queen's head on Churchill's massive 
shoulder, and asked whether he could have the stamp reprinted without 
the Queen's head to see what it looked like. I said I could see no objection 

to this and that it would go before the Stamp Advisory Committee.' The 
SAC met the next day, and Berm was furious to discover that Gentleman's 
design without The Queen's head had not been shown to them. Subse-
quently, at his insistence, essays were printed in this format. 

In the accepted designs, detail about a white line dividing Queen from 
commoner, inserted in both of Gentleman's designs rather than just the 
one as supplied, caused arguments with the designer and difficulties for 

the printers. The final designs were sombre, but very effective, conveying 
Churchill's overwhelming contribution, and in so doing reducing the 
Queen's head to a small cameo in comparison. 

Battle of Britain stamps and the Stamp Advisory Committee When David 
Gentleman wrote his radical letter to the Postmaster General on 21 Janu-
ary he was already at work on designs for proposed stamps marking the 
25th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. At his first meeting with Benn, 

as already noted, it was agreed that his Churchill design would be essayed 
without The Queen's head. Gentleman decided to use the Battle of Britain 
commission as an opportunity to experiment with these ideas: specifically 

the omission of The Queen's head from the outset, and the printing of 
stamp designs together in se-tenant blocks. 
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Battle of Britain 1940 

L 
 ~K 

25th anniversary Battle of Britain 

V-PAW 	0.11I 
Perhaps significantly, there seem to be no minutes of the meeting of the 
Stamp Advisory Committee at which the resulting designs were first shown. 
Gentleman provided a synopsis to go with the designs. In February he had 
been warned by the Post Office about the politics surrounding the issue. 
Preference would be given to designs which were not too controversial, as 
it was a time when the government wanted to be on good terms with the 
Germans in connection with possible entry to the  EEC and The Queen's 
forthcoming visit. Tactful handling was required and 'flaming Heinkels 
etc' should be balanced by ack-ack batteries and fire over London with the 
familiar vapour trails of high-flying aircraft. 

In his synopsis, Gentleman discussed at some length avoiding a contro-
versial approach. He concentrated instead on the two types of plane most 
identified with the Battle of Britain - the Hurricane and the Spitfire. 'The 
familiar and acceptable convention of aircraft recognition silhouettes has 
therefore been developed purposely in these designs in order to tone down 
a too lurid or propaganda interpretation of what was, after all, the essen-
tial basis of the Battle of Britain  -  duels in the air.' 

9 March 1965: six of David 
Gentleman's original designs 
for the Battle of Britain issue, 
without The Queen's head. 
Refined versions of the lower 
four designs were eventually 
included in the issued stamp 
set, with The Queen's head 
replacing 'Great Britain'. 
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'I said that the new Government 
saw stamps in an entirely new 
context, as part of the arts, and 
notjust as adhesive money labels 
for postage purposes.' Tony Benn 

He said almost nothing about The Queen's head 
merely noting that the designs were submitted 

without it. A sample repeat design indicated how 
the designs could be adapted. Detail was given 
about printing multiple designs in one sheet. 

The Committee saw all the designs and it was 
explained to them that Gentleman had exceeded 
his brief. They selected three of his designs, to be 
returned to him for the inclusion of The Queen's 
head. They ignored the idea of se-tenant stamps. 

The next morning Gentleman had breakfast with Berm, who was seeing 
The Queen that day. Berm was enthralled with the designs and took them 
with him. His trip to the Palace is described, with great gusto, in his diaries. 

He had prepared his speech carefully. 'What I wanted to do was to talk 
about stamp design policy generally. I said that the new Government saw 
stamps in an entirely new context as part of the arts and not just as adhe-
sive money labels for postage purposes. That was why we had set up a Fel-
lowship in Minuscule Design and wanted to improve design generally.' 

Specifically, he wanted to have new definitives with 'a more beautiful 
picture of the Queen on them'. On commemoratives, the criteria had been 
broadened and designers were keen to produce pictorial stamps - a most 
exciting field that had never been explored. 

"However", I said, "this raised the whole question of the use of the head 
on the stamps." The Queen frowned and smiled. I said that there was a 
view held by many designers that the necessity of depicting the head on 
the stamp was restrictive and embarrassing. 

'The Queen of course was extremely anxious not to give the impression 
that she was the obstacle to new design. I said that I foresaw a controversy 
developing about the heads on stamps which I thought would be most un-
desirable. I said the pressure to review this particular aspect of our stamp 
design policy was growing and at the same time there would be great oppo-
sition to taking the head off the stamp unless it were done with royal con-
sent and approval. In these circumstances it seemed to me that the right 
thing to do was for us to establish that designers could put in any designs 
they liked, and that they could all be submitted to The Queen for approval.' 

The Queen then indicated that she knew that in some Commonwealth 
countries the head had been removed, or a crown substituted. Berm said 
that all he wanted was the right to submit stamps of all kinds to her. Then 
she said she had never seen any of these stamps and would be interested. 

'I said, "Well, I've got some in my bag." The Queen wanted me to leave 
the new designs with her but I explained the difficulties and she agreed to 
see them on the spot, so I spread Out on the floor twelve huge design mod-
els of the stamps provided by Gentleman and one after the other passed 
up to the Queen the Battle of Britain stamps bearing the words "Great 
Britain" and no royal head on them...' 

At the end he declared himself delighted to hear he could submit things o 
to her for her consideration • 
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Mainly Machins D C A Myall on a new PSB and definitives 

World of Invention Ihe latest in the series of pres-
tige books was printed by De La Rue and issued 
on i March. It takes a brief look at some of the 
inventions and engineering feats that changed 
the lives of people in the developed world from 
the second half of the 19th century. The text was 
written by the scientist Adam Hart-Davis, well-
known to television viewers. The book is subti-
tled 'Technology to change our lives'; it could just 
as well have been 'What the Scots did for us' as 
several of the people featured are Scotsmen. The 
special issues take a quirky look at six of the sub-
jects which illustrate the subject of the book. I 
particularly like the little tram engine with smoke 
pouring out as railway tracks. Another favourite 
is the 64p, illustrating long-distance telephony. 
This shows a map of the United Kingdom and 
Eire and a map of Australia, inverted one to the 
other. Beside each map a man holds a telephone 
receiver to his ear; they are talking to one anoth-
er from opposite sides of the world. It makes its 
point neatly and with humour. 

Two of the panes contain definitives. A pane of 
six country pictorials comprises three Scotland 
2nd class and three Wales  44P  stamps alternat-
ing in se-tenant pairs. The Scotland stamp is a 
good match to the one on the pane in the Letters 
by Night book of March 2004, and may well have 
been printed from the same cylinder. (There are 
no cylinder numbers visible in the issued book.) 
The Wales 44P  stamp has previously appeared 
in sheets but differs from it in being printed side-
ways. The usual se-tenant pane of Machins has 
four 5p Ash pink and four gold  Pip letter NV!S 

alternating around a centre label depicting Row-
land Hill, whose initiatives did so much to im-
prove world communications. This  513  is a new 
stamp to specialists, being the first De La Rue 513  
booklet stamp with blue fluor phosphor, which 
phosphoresces under long- as well as short-wave 
ultraviolet irradiation. The 1st class stamp is in-
distinguishable from this printer's sheet and coil 
stamps with  PvA, unless you keep a piece of the 
pane selvedge attached to it. m. 

249 



48 

0 

48 

z 
I- 
0 
0 
0) 

Dl 

D2- 

01. 

.041 

.1 

(I) 
Lu 

Dl 

Dl 

0 z (I) 
Lu 

Dl 

Dl 

Dl 

MAINLY MACHINS 
	

BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

New stamps Five new Machiiis and eight new 
country pictorials printed by Dc La Rue in grav-
ure with PVA were issued in sheets on 27 March. 
Some of the Machins are of unusual interest. 

The dip is bright pink, the first use of this col-
our which Jeffery Matthews added to his palette 
in 1999. The figures are in the narrower font also 
devised by him. This was previously used for the 
16p country stamps issued in April 1983, and is 
the first use of it on a 16p national Machin. 

The 46p old gold is the same colour used for 
the stamp issued on 7 April 2005 to pre-pay the 
second weight step for inland letters by the first-
class service. This was withdrawn from general 
sale when that rate became 49P  on 3 April 2006. 
Stamps remain on sale from Tallents House for 
another year if stocks last and it was due to be 
finally withdrawn on 2 April 2007. On that very 
day a 46p stamp was needed to pay the basic rate 
for letters and cards by surface mail to destina-
tions outside Europe. The decision was taken to 
re-issue it for the new duty, in the same colour. 
The cylinder used should have been numbered 
D2 but, probably in error, was numbered DI, the 
same as that used for the earlier stamp. Cylinders 
which are no longer required are not stored, but 
are stripped to the basic copper surface ready for 
engraving with a new value. The original 46p cyl-
inder was no longer available when the new one 
was required at a very late stage, and this led to  

the error in numbering. How do I know it is not 
the same DI cylinder used previously? There are 
two ways: one needs a cylinder block, the other 
works with any single stamp. There is no print-
er's imprint on the new block but there was one 
on the previous issue. (I have seen only dot blocks 
as I write, and none of the new stamps has the 
imprint except the 501),  which is a good indica-
tion that, in this case, the same cylinder printed 
both colours, sand and light grey. I do not know 
why the printer's imprint is missing on the other 
new stamps; perhaps it is a change in Royal Mail 
policy.) Every stamp from the new printing has 
the value set .mm lower in the frame, a differ-
ence which is obvious even to the naked eye. A 
cylinder block or even a cylinder single from the 
two DI cylinders would make an interesting pair 
shown side by side in a collection. 

The colour rust for the 54P  is a surprise. This 
colour was in use for the 49P  value as recently as 
20 August 2006, when it was withdrawn on the 
advent of pip. It is still on sale at Tallents House. 
Normally, a gap of at least three month occurs 
before a colour is re-used. This allows stocks of 
the former value to be used up if it has not been 
withdrawn from general sale. This 'rule' is not 
mandatory, but there is normally a good reason 
to depart from it. For example, the 2op grey was 
withdrawn on 22 August 1988 and replaced with 
a green version the next day. In that case, though, 
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The eight new country pictorials and five new Machins printed by De La Rue in gravure with PVA, 
issued in sheets on 27 March. Some of the Machins are of unusual interest, particularly the 16p 
(bright pink, the first use of this colour(, 46p (old gold), and the 54p (rust). 

the green colour had never been used before; it 
was one of the new range fromJeffery Matthews. 
There are several colours that have been out of 
use for longer than rust, and which could have 
been used for the new p; among them flame 
(last used for the 1st class NVI, withdrawn in 2002) 
and dark blue (the E stamp i April 2004). 

The eight country pictorials, 48p for the og 
airmail letter rate to Europe and 78p for the 409 
airmail letter rate to other destinations, for each 
country, use the same images as their predeces-
sors but with the new values. Each has now been 
used five times, except for England and North-
ern Ireland, which did not have a €4p pictorial 
stamp. Cylinder numbers seen, reading down-
wards in the left margin are: 48p England DI D2 
/ Dt, 48p N Ireland DI DI / DI, 48p Scotland DI 

DI DI /DI, 48p Wales DI DI DI /DI; 78p England 
DIDI/DI,78pNIrelandDIDIDI/DI,78p Scot-
land DI DI 02 DI DI /121 and 713p Wales DI DI DI 
DI /Dt. 

The Northern Ireland stamps are printed gra-
vure; all previous pictorials for this country were 
printed in lithography, except the 72P  on the Lest 
We Forget miniature sheet. I expect that the two 
inland letter NVIS will also be printed in gravure 
soon. The gravure stamps do not have a hidden 
copyright symbol and date. The 48p is printed 

© from only two colour cylinders, the yellow of the 
lithographic printing not being required. 

Stamp cards From time to time, Royal Mail has 
issued cards showing enlarged images of select-
ed stamps. The latest of these seen at the time of 
writing is the set of five for the miniature sheet 
issued for Scotland's Saints Day; one for each of 
the four stamps and one for the sheet itself. The 
card for the 1st class Lion stamp, numbered COB 

1(a), is very similar to the one issued on 14 Octo-
ber 2003 numbered D25b, but it is slightly larger 
and from a different printer. Both cards have 
images with the wrong perforation, showing only 
13 holes on the short side instead of 14. The later 
card also omits the ellipses. In fact all of the pre-
vious definitive stamp cards, including those for 
the decimal Wildings, have the wrong number of 
perforations. You might say they depict stamps 
that never were. 

Stamp card CGB1A, with one missing hole on the short side. 
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Philately online Ron Negus returns to a free reference site 

Stamp Collecting 
Be' ms. Here 

the  non.comrnerciel, .I1.r0e,ence  site  sponsored 
by  the  Collectors Club  of  Chlcegc 

IN THE July 2004 Bulletin, I mentioned a website 
called AskPhil (address above), operated by the 
Collectors Club of Chicago. That brief reference 
concerned only the Questions & Answers section 
of the site, which is just a small part of the whole. 

According to the Club, the site is 'provided as 
a service to offer general answers to questions 
about stamp collecting'. The sponsors state that 
their creation is a i00% non-commercial site for 
the benefit of collectors, and they are not seeking 
funds nor looking for new members. These aims 
make the site resemble a free first book on stamp 
collecting, and viewed in this way it will be seen 
as an excellent beginners' reference source. 

On the home page, the left-hand column is a 
navigation bar, with eleven headings. Selecting 
any of these provides further menus that identi-
fy individual subject pages on the site. At the top 
of the eleven main headings, the words 'Expand 
All' appear. Clicking on this phrase opens up all 
the drop-down menus at once, and the user can 
see the scope of the coverage available. 

Under the main heading 'How-to articles', the 
full listing reveals that there are 30 separate sub-
jects covered, with introductory information, in 
this format. These range from simple topics, like 
'How to soak stamps' up to more advanced sub-
jects such as 'How to mount and save booklets'. 

The next main heading is 'Reference Library' 
where worldwide addresses are given for Philat-
elic Museums, Study Groups, Stamp Magazines, 
etc. Some of the other material quoted here, and 
in other areas of the site, is aimed at collectors 
of American material, of course, as may be ex-
pected with the originators being from Chicago. 

www.askphil.org  Details of how to submit questions about 
stamp collecting are given on the first page of the 'Questions 
& Answers' section. A keyword search option is also provided 
here that can be used to check ifs similar question has been 
answered previously. 

An example is found in the 'AskPhil Academy', 
which is the next main heading. This provides a 
menu for the individual values of stamps in the 
Washington and Franklin definitives of early USA. 

These are given a separate page with an illustra-
tion, plus details of printing method, perforation, 
colour and Scott catalogue number. The 'AskPhil 
Academy' heading also includes some pages des-
cribed as 'Courses' which explain different aspects 
of the hobby, such as Thematic collecting, Stamp 
Terms, Sources of material, etc. 

Another sectional heading provides access to 
the six Salm Foundation Reports. The Collectors 
Club of Chicago formed the Salm Foundation 
in 199!, in order to conduct research on philatel-
ic products. The Foundation purchased commer-
cial philatelic products manufactured around the 
world that are sold in the United States. These 
materials were submitted to a professional com-
mercial laboratory for testing. The products cov-
ered included album pages, stamp hinges, stock 
books, corners, glassine envelopes, stamped env-
elopes, computer paper for printing pages, false 
stamps, pressure-sensitive self-adhesive us stamps 
and more. The various reports included here ex-
plain the potential problems of damage to stamps 
and covers which arise from using some of these 
types of products and how acidity, in particular, 
can be harmful. 

There are another four main sectional head-
ings. The first three of these are titled 'Auction 
Information', 'uPU Illegal Stamps' and 'Plan Your 
Philatelic Estate'. The final section, 'Special Fea-
tures' is a miscellany. It includes rare stamps from 
members of Le Club de Monte-Carlo that were 
displayed at the non-competitive exhibition held 
in 2002 in Monaco under the patronage of Prince ' 
Rainier iii. This is included as an opportunity 
for novice collectors to learn about rare stamps 0 

that are not often displayed • 

Welcome td 

skPhil 
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VOLUME 1 

QUEEN VICTORIA 

St, 

Stanley Gibbons Great Britain 
Specialised Stamp Catalogue 
Volume 1 Queen Victoria. 
Price £39.95. Available from 
Stanley Gibbons, 7 Parkside, 
Christchurch Rd, Ringwood, 
Hants BH24 3SH. Telephone 
0800 611622 (UK callers) or 
+44 1425 472 363 (overseas). 
Also available from Stanley 
Gibbons' shop at 399 Strand, 
London WC2R OLX. 

VOLUME 44 APRIL 2007 

Book review A must for the GB collector, by Chris Harman 

THE Gibbons Great Britain Specialised series of 
catalogues are the Bible to anyone who collects 
GB in depth. Volume i covers all the stamps of the 
reign of Queen Victoria in considerable detail. 

The first Line Engraved issues from the 1840 
id black to the id red of 1864 with letters in four 
corners have extensive information on their plat-
ing, re-entries, papers, perforations and varieties. 
The Embossed issues and the Dc La Rue Surface 
Printed issues are dealt with value by value in de-
tail, with notes on the proofs, issued stamps and 
varieties. The Departmental Overprints, Postal 
Fiscals and Government Telegraphs are includ-
ed, and recent editions include added sections on 
Security Overprints and Underprints, College 
Stamps of Oxford and Cambridge and the issues 
of the Circular Delivery Companies. 

Contrary to the pattern seen in other 50 cata-
logues the illustrations (except for dealers' adver-
tisements) remain black-and-white, but this does 
not really detract from this excellent volume. 

It must be difficult for a catalogue editor to de-
cide whether to add to a listing or when to change 
an existing listing. One of the new additions for 
this current edition is an extensive expansion of 
the coverage of the advertisements to be found 
on Mulready covers, and a rather surprising in-
elusion of double perforation varieties. 

Some new inverted watermark varieties are in-
eluded, but I do wish the Gibbons would decide 

o to show all of these when seen from the back of 
the stamp. Currently the basis of the illustration 

varies from one Gibbons catalogue to another, 
and even within the catalogue itself. 

Undoubtedly the main change from the previ-
ous catalogue comes in the pricing. To many, the 
frenetic rise in prices for better quality GB stamps 
and, particularly, proofs seems astonishing. With 
Gibbons promoting investment in stamps, it is no 
surprise to see notable uplifts in valuations across 
all standard sections. It is instructive to compare 
this new edition with the last but one, published 
in 200!. To take just one example; the 'average' 
price for a surface-printed die proof in the 12th 
edition (2001) was roughly £350;  today that price 
is between £i,000  and £1,500.  The basic id black 
price is now £6,500 for an unused copy and £275 
for a used, compared to £3,500  and £590  in the 
12th edition. However, in a number of areas Gib-
bons' prices are still well ahead of most current 
auction realisations and other dealers' prices. As 
their index of prices is based on their own cata-
logue valuations, this virtuous circle may do the 
index a considerable favour. Whether their in-
vestor clients will see anything like the returns 
currently suggested, indeed promised in some at 
least of their offerings, only time will tell. We have 
been there before where the ending was less than 
happy; but maybe the fundamentals for collect-
ibles like stamps really have changed this time. 

As it always has been, this is the best and most 
comprehensive catalogue of the stamps of Queen 
Victoria Great Britain, and is a must for every 
specialist collector's library. Recommended. 
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Competitions Win £200 in two easy-to-enter competitions 

January identify The detail 
was from the Beside the Sea-
side 46p stamp. The winner 
was R Ellis of County Galway, 
Ireland. 

January knowledge Answers: 
1) red; 2) the Tudor Crown; 3) 
Jeff Fisher. The winner was P 
Wood of Hampshire. 

Runner-up prizes were also 
sent for each competition. Our 

thanks to all-who entered. 

FIRSTLY, identify the stamp from the detail above. 
Send your answer to April Iden4,fy Competition. 
Secondly, test your philatelic knowledge by ans-
wering the questions below. Send your answer to 
April Knowledge Competition. 
I In which year did Admiral Blake feature on a 
19'/2p stamp? 
2 What colour was the George VI 8d stamp? 
3 Who was recently chosen by Bulletin readers as 
their favourite author of 2006? 

Send your answer (addressed to either the April 
Iden46,  competition or the April Knowledge com-
petition), name and address on a postcard or back 
of a sealed envelope to: British Philatelic Bulletin, 
Royal Mail, 148 Old Street, London EC IV 911Q. 

The senders of the first cards drawn in each com-
petition on II May will receive /Jioo. Runner-up 
prizes of presentation packs, FDC5 or stamp cards 
will be awarded in each competition. The comp-
etitions are not open to Royal Mail employees 0 

Events 

Until 19 April Elizabeth: Queen & Icon' exhibition at 
the British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1. Enquiries 020 7239 
2570. 

31 March-29 April Lincoln PS 11th Annual 'STAMP 
Lincs' exhibition at the Museum of Lincolnshire Life, 
Burton Road, Lincoln. Theme Explorers and Areas of 
Exploration. Enquiries P Wain, 01522 525984. 

7 April North of Ireland PS Annual Exhibition & Fair 
at St Nicholas Church Hall, Cadogan Park, Lisburn 

Rd, Belfast, 10.00-16.30. Dealers in stamps, postal 
history, etc. Enquiries N Scott, 028 90 795530. 

14 April Kent Federation Spring Rally, hosted by the 

Maidstone & Mid-Kent PS at New Line Learning, San-
acre School, Sutton Road, Maidstone, 10.00-16.00. 
25-30 dealers. Enquiries Jill Stonestreet, 01622 
675784. 

20-21 April Scottish Philatelic Congress at Dewar's 
Centre, Glover Street, Perth, 10.00-17.00.50 plus 

stamp, postal history & postcard dealers, national & 
junior competitions, invited displays. Hosted by Perth 
Philatelic Society. See www.scottishphilately.co.uk  

22 April Post Office Vehicle Rally. Amberley Working 
Museum, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex. Enquiries 
01798 831370. 

28 April Assn of Sussex Phil Socs Spring Convention 
at University of Brighton, Lewes Road, Brighton. Talk 
on The Queen's Philatelic Collection by Michael Sell. 

5 May Federation of South Wales Phil Socs Annual 

Convention Stamp & Postcard Fair at Princess Royal 
Theatre, Civic Centre, Port Talbot, 10.00-16.30. 
Admission 50p. Dealers, kids activity area, refresh-
ments, souvenir postcard. Enquiries  Prior 01656 
740520. 
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Late news 

       

  

2008 stamp programme We regret that we were 
unable to publish the 2008 stamp programme in 
last month's Bulletin, resulting in an empty space 
on page 202. The programme had not been fin-
alised at time of going to press, but we will pub-
lish it as soon as it is ready. 

 

io colour illustrations, it tells the 'Smilers Story' 
of Royal Mail's customised stamp issues, from the 
Greetings stamps of the 198os up to the present. 
Price £19.95 + £2.55 UK postage. Cheques pay-
able to Ridgewood Publishing. Order through 
website www.smilers-info. com/ or by post from: 
Ridgewood Publishing, Ridgewood, Pine View 
Close, Haslemere 0U27 IDU. Copies also avail-
able from Tallents House. 

In 1995, Glenn Morgan published a printed 
catalogue detailing 783 souvenir items from 215 
British stamp exhibitions. The second edition, in 
conjunction with Graham Wilson, is available on 
a CD, and lists about 1200 items - almost i000 of 
which are now illustrated, compared to just 65 in 
the printed edition. The CD catalogue includes 
all the stamp exhibition souvenir sheets, cards 
and labels known to the authors, together with 
information on recent sale prices, titles of shows, 
dates and locations, artist, printer, design data, 
etc. The masterfile is updated every three to four 
months, and CDS are burned to order; CD5 may 
be exchanged for the latest version at any time. 
The original CD is £16;  subsequent exchanges 
are £8, both postpaid worldwide. Orders to: G 
M Wilson, Bulls Head Barn, Honeyholme Lane, 
Cliviger, Burnley BBIO 4SR. Paypal is accepted - 
email payment to gwilsonwaterworths.co.uk. 

   

 

Royal Mail update Sales at the Royal Mail stand 
at Spring Stampex were the best for some years, 
with strong demand for albums, album leaves, 
the 2006 Yearbook and Yearpack • The Machin 
generic sheet, shown here in February, is being 
modified: the V2d to ios images will bear a thin 
defacement arc, and the £' stamp will be repro-
duced without value. 

 

 

Exhibitions Vehicles from the celebrated 'Mov-
ing the Mail' exhibition will be on display at the 
Grampian Transport Museum, Aberdeenshire 
from i April to 31 October 2007. The exhibition, 
tracing the fascinating history of road transport 
in the postal service, has been organised by, and 
contains vehicles from the British Postal Museum 
& Archive. It includes a remarkable replica of a 
19th century pentacycle, and a mail coach from 
the 1840s  

To mark its 75th anniversary, the Bolton Phi-
latelic Society is holding an exhibition at Bolton 
Museum, Le Mans Crescent, Bolton, 5-26 May. 
Open 09.30-57.00 except Sundays and Bank Hol-
iday. Enquiries 01204 307252. 

  

   

Obituary We are sorry to report the death in Feb-
ruary of Major Richard (Dickie) Pratt, President 
of the National Philatelic Society. An acknowl-
edged authority on the stamps of China and the 
author of a number of articles and books, he had 
made an important contribution to Stampex and 
to the Philympia 1970 and London 0980 interna-
tional exhibitions. A profile of Major Pratt, by 
Richard West, was published here in September 
2002. Dane Garrod, Vice President, takes over 
as Acting NPS President. 

 

 

New publications Smilers stamp sheets were first 
made available to the British public at the Inter-
national Stamp Show 2000. For the first time, the 
British public could have their own photo-image 
printed next to a British postage stamp and send 
it to a friend or a relative. Customised mail had 
arrived! These customised sheets have opened up 
a whole new area of British stamp collecting and 
study, now recorded in a new catalogue detailing 
nearly 6o generic stamp sheet designs, over too 
attractive business customised sheets, and cust-
omised sheets. The catalogue also includes a price 
guide to current market values. With more than 

   

   

Back issuesJ Tiffney offers a run of the Bulletin 
from February 1968 to December which can be 
collected from his home for a donation to a local 
charity. Contact him on 05372 453332. 
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COLLECT 
BRITISH 
STAMPS 

SI' ONE If, Ai\I . 
GREAI URI lAIN 

STAMP CATALOGUE 

\ 

Artwork Design biography of David Gentleman, 

Britain's best-known stamp designer. Hardback. 
Price £27, order code PB363. 

5 

Stoneham Great Britain 
Stamp Catalogue 
Comprehensive list of GB 
stamps, books etc. Market 

prices. 13th edition. Price 
£15.95, order code P8393. 

1111111[ 
014721 

Books for philatelists and postal historians 

Stanley Gibbons Collect 
British stamps The annual 
full-colour listing of all British 
stamps since 1840. 2007 

edition. Price £9.95, order 
code PB394. 

Bulletin Publications The Travelling Post 
Office 1838-2004 by Peter Johnson. Price 

£2.95, order code PB376 • The First Elizabeth 
II Castle High Value Definitives. Price £2.95, 
order code PB384 • British Stamp Printers by 
Glenn Morgan. Price £2.95, order code PB390. 

Royal Mall 

Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB 
Telephone orders: UK 08457 
641 641; overseas +44131 316 
7483. Internet orders: www. 
royalmail.com/stamps  

Handling charges: £1.45 UK, 
£1.55 Europe, £2.15 else-
where, except Artwork and 
Stoneham Catalogue: £2.95 
UK, £5 Europe, £14 else-
where 


