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Post in Gdansk as Source 
of Political Conflicts 

By ADAM S. BERESTYNSKI 

One thousand years of Gdansk's history 
were marked by turbulent times. A brief 
historical note may help to better compre­
hend this city's future "postal toors". 

The first mention of the city was found 
in the manuscript "Vita Sandi Adalberti" 
written in the year of 999, describing this 
missionary arriving "ad urbem 
Gyddanyzc". Gdansk, located at the 
mouth of Vistula river, was at that time 
a defensive town ruied by Pomeranian 
princes, and a trade port at the Baltic sea. 
Its population of 1200 consisted mostly 
of fisherman and craftsmen. In the early 
12th century Polish king Boleslaw III the 
Wrymouthed linked Gdansk Pomerania 
with other Polish provinces. Later 
Gdansk became an independent princi­
pality pursuing its own policies. 
Przemyslaw II crown king of Poland in 
1295, annexed Gdansk Pomerania into 
Poland in his effort to reunite all Polish 
provinces under his rule. When Elector 
(A prince ~ntitled to take part in elect-

ing the Holy Roman Emperor) of 
Branderburg seized part of Pomerania 
in 1307, Gdansk was successfully de­
fended by Polish knights, but its calami­
tous fate was near. 

The Teutonic Knights, a German mer­
cenary Order of former crusaders, arrived 
in Prussia in 1231. Rapidly conquering 
new territories, by 1283 they entrenched 
themselves in the captured Prussian 
lands. In 1308 the Teutonic Knights in­
vaded Gdansk and slaughtered its Pol­
ish inhabitants. Soon, the German settlers 
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attracted by new economic opportunities, 
flocked in great numbers into Gdansk 
Pomerania, at this time remaining under 
the Teutonic Knights' rule. Considerable 
G.ermanization of the entire Pomerania 
region followed, and Gdansk became 
known as Danzig. 

Supported by mighty Hanseatic 
League of various free German towns, 
prosperous and productive city of 
Gdansk remained in active trade with 
many European countries during the 
14th century. That caused an urgent 
need for an organized postal system. 
Consequently, by the year 1400 the city 
·maintained a staff of postal messengers, 
whose task was to carry mail from the 
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city council and merchants, for an es­
tablished fee. 

Serious tensions between Poland and 
the Teutonic Knights continued 
throughout the 14th century. Finally, 
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joined Polish and 'Lifhuanian forces, 
under command of Polish king 
Wladyslaw II Jagiello, totally defeated 
Order's forces in the battle of G runwa Id 
in 1410. As a result of this victory in one 
of the greatest battles of the Middle 
Ages, in which Order's Grand Master 
Ulrich von Jungingen was killed, the 
Teutonic Knights never regained their 
former military and political power. 

In 1454 a successful uprising marked 
the end of Ofder's rule in Gdansk. But 
the continuing sc1gc1 of the Teutonic 
Knights did not end there. Assistance 
grnnted to the Order by Germany con­
tributed to their waging another war 
against Poland, that ended in 1466 by 
signing of the peace in Torun. The peace 
terms were duly forwarded, Poland re­
covered most of the Teutonic Knights' 
territories, including Gdansk, and re­
stored her access to the Baltic sea. The 
last chapter of the Knights' history came 
to the end, when Prince Albrecht, their 
last Grand Master secularized his Order, 
ilnd pledged allegiance to Polish king 
Zygmunt I the Elder, as their sovereign, 
in 1525. 

Next year king Zygmunt I accorded 
to Gdansk special municipal privileges, 
assuring city's further economic 
progress. During the 16th century 
Gdansk developed into the largest sea­
port on the Baltic, and one of the most 
important ports in Europe, mostly be­
cause of high value of its grain trade. 
The city became famous for its manu­
facturing of gold jewelry, fine furniture, 
and clocks. It monopolized the entire 
Polish trade going by the sea. Gdansk 
organized its own postal system, b11sed 
on royill privileges, that provided ser­
vice between the city and other Polish 
territories, a,nd foreign countries. 

By the year 1585 the city had 10 postal 
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carriages, and 2 equestrian cou riers. 
Postal messengers wore uniforms with 
the city's coat of ilrms, and cilrried spe­
cial postal bags. Regulilr postill routes 
included one between Gdansk-Torun -
Poznan, and Wroclaw, and another be­
tween Gd,msk-Szczecin,and Hamburg. 
Special postal regulations were issued in 
1604, one of them stating that route 
Gdilnsk - Wroclilw (about 300 miles) 
must be covered within 9 days in sum­
mer, ilnd 11 days during winter time. 

The first political dispute over 
Gdansk's post began in 1646, when the 
powerful Elector of Branderburg, 
Frederick Wilhelm tried to introduce in 
Gdansk his own postal couriers. He re­
alized, that by monopolizing profitable 
Gdansk post in his hand, he would gain 
an exclusive connection between 
Brandenburg ilnd Prussia, providing 

Postnl courier in Pol1111d - 16th cm t11nJ. 
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Letta from Gtfn11sk to Fra11ce- I826. 
Prnssin11 ltnlf-circle "Dn11ug" poshnark. 

him with a substantial income. Nego­
tiations between the city and Elector 
came to a deadlock. Eventually, a pact 
signed in 1651, established a new postal 
system. It was agreed, that Elector's and 
city's couriers will exchange mail half­
way between Gdansk and Konigsberg 
in Prussia. 

However, that concession was appar­
ently no t satisfactory for Frederick 
Wilhelm·, who set up his own postal sta­
tion in the small village ofStracyn, atone 
mile distance from Gdansk. In a new 
agreement of 1654 the city's council coh­
ceded to establish a 8randerburg post 
office within the city's boundaries, bring­
ing resolution to an imminent crisis--

City s_POBtmaster would receive only 
1 Pol~h grosz for a letter, out of 6 gt. 
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postal fee, while the remaining 5 gr. was 
going to the Elector's office. But even 
this success did not make Frederick 
Wilhelm happy, and he attempted to 
gain some influence in city's internal 
politics. That situation forced city coun­
cil to send its Postmaster to Warsaw, to 
lodge a formal complaint against the 
Elector. Polish king Jan Kazirnierz in 
unrelenting decision abolished the ex­
isting city's postal system, subordina led 
city's post office to Polish Royal postal 
authorities, and created a new office·of 
General Royal Postmaster in Gdansk in 
1660. The resulting strife between the 
Kingdom of Poland and the 
Branderburg Elector almost led to the 
Polish-Prussian war. 

Notwithstanding strugg.ung for the 
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entire period of its existance with the 
Prussian posts carrying mail between 
the Western and F.astem Prussia, Polish 
postal system in Gdansk operated suc­
cessfully for several years. 17th century 
marked the highest point in Gdansk's 
development, it became the richest Pol­
ish town. Its modem fortifications made 
Gdansk the most powerful stronghold 
in central Europe. But already in 1698 
Frederick Wilhelm's successor, Elector 
Frederick III met with incompetent Pol­
ish monarch and Saxon Elector August 
II, who easily agreed to set up a joint 
Polish-Brandenburg post office in 
Gdansk. That status lasted until a new 
Royal Postmaster requested that joint 
Polish-Prussian commission subordi­
nates Gdansk's postal system back to the 
Polish Royal authorities. The commis­
sion agreed. 

During the reign of the Saxon dynasty 
in Poland (1697-176.3) decline of nation's 
development reached its low point, po­
litical and economical situation was 
gradually deteriorating, as a result of 
long, destructive wars, and serious in­
ternal problems. In 1765 the office of 

'Postmaster General in Gdansk was abol­
ished, since the entire Polish post.al or­
g,mization became subordinated under 
the Royal General Postmaster. 

The inefficient ruling oligarchy in Po­
land, although benevolent, and eco­
nomic regression led finally to the first 
partition of Poland between her neigh­
boring powers in 1772. Prussia-annexed 
large portions of Polish western and 
northern territories, but Gdansk re­
mained within the Kingdom's adminis­
tration, cut off from the rest of Poland. 
However, its postal system stayed active 
until the second partition of Poland in 
1793, when,Gdansk's mayor and coun­
cil surrendered· the city of Prussia. That 
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marked the end of Polish post in Gdansk 
for the nE!xt 125 years. The name of 
Danzig emerged again, arid Prussian 
postal system was enforced. 

'!/n 1798 the German-speaking burghers 
of Danzig, who have remained loyal to the 
King of Poland for about 350 years, rebelll'd 
against their incorporation into Prussia" 
Norman Davies ~ "Heart of Europe", 
1990. But after a short battle the revolt 
was crushed. 

Prussia's war with France revived 
hopes for Poland's independence. In 1806 
Napoleon, with the newly organized 
Polish army on his side, captured the 
entire Pomerania region, including 
Gdansk. In the treaty of Tilsit in 1807 
Gdansk was declared a Free City under 
the French army's supervision. A small 
number of "Grande Amiee" postmarks on 
letters from Gdansk's region is known 
from this period. Gdansk returned un­
der Prussian occupation in 1813, and 
soon its post began to use first Prussian 
postmarks of the pre-stamp era. 

The Versailles Treaty, ending the first 
World War in 1918,created the Free City 
of Gdansk, which at that time already 
heayily Germanized, was remai~ing 
fully under German sphere of influence. 
Under this Treaty's provisions Poland 
organized her own postal service in 
Gdansk, independently of the Free City's 
postal system. Poland ~as guaral)teed . 
the full use of the pott, and also to direct 
the external affairs of the Free City. The 
first Polish post office in Gdansk was es­
tablished in 1920, the second one in 1923, 
and the third in 1925. For correspondence 
between the Free City and Poland, Pol­
ish stamps overprinted with "Port 
Gdansk" were used, and.mailed in sepa­
rate Polish mail-boxes. 

Soon attacks against Polish p.ost 
started, s~s on Polish mail boxes were 
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a) Original design b) Corrected design 
Pola11tfs 15 gr. stamp issued in 1938. 

being painted over, letters addressed to 
"Gdansk" rather than "Danzig" were be­
ing returned. This new political crisis, 
caused by Gdansk's post, turned out to 
be serious enough to require the League 
of Nations' intervention. League's ver­
dict confirmed Poland's rights to her 
own post in Gdansk. 
• The next conflict erupted when Po­
land issued a set of historical stamps in 
1938. The 15 gr. stamp of this set de­
picted Polish king Wladyslaw D Jagiello 
and Queen Jadwiga, with Teutonic 
Knights' swords and helmet at their feet. 
Free City's senate, apparently offended 
by the scene being a reminder of Order's 
defeat at Grunwald in 1410, took a re­
taliatory action. The 25 fen. stamp of 
Gdansk's newly issued set showed the 
defe<!t of Polish king Stefan Batory by 
Gdansk rebellious forces in 1577. (In fact 
Batory won this warf Under pressure, 
Polish authorities replaced the Teutonic 
swords on the 15 gr. stamp with orna­
mental motifs. Free City responded by 
withdrawing their set from circulation 
onJune30, 1939. 

Another provocation took place when 
the Third Reich issued a set of two 
stamps depicting Gdansk's old architec­
tural monuments, with an inscription 
"Danzig ist Deutsch" {Gdansk is Ger­
man): Poland protested, but it was too 

. late. On August 25, 1939 the German 
navy battl~hip "Schleswig-Holstein" 
entered Gdansk harbor with an official 
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Comme,nora tir>e c1111cel used in Gtf,msk 
on Sept. 1, 1939, "Der Fulirrr hat 1111s 

befreit" (Fuhrer libuated us). 

visit. A few days later, on September 1, 
1939 at 4:3.5 AM "Schleswig-Holstein's" 
guns opened fire at the Polish army gar­
·nson at the Westerplatte fort in Gdansk. 
The second World War has just begun. 

The very same day the Polish post­
office building in Gdansk was attacked 
by the "SS-Heimkehr'' units. 50 Polish 
civil personnel of the post-office barri­
caded themselves inside the building, 
and offered courageous, desperate resis­
tance. Although the Germans used 
tanks, heavy artillery, and fire-throwers, 
they were unable to enter the building. 
Only after 14 hours of fighting, when the 
Germans set fire to the building, the sur­
viving defenders, many of them injured, 
surrendered. They were not treated as 
combatants by victorious Germans. 
Military court condemned all of them 
to de11th by machine-guns firing squad . 
Execution took place on October 5, 1939. 

(Continued on page 486-11) 

Polonus Bulletin, Nov.-Dec., 1997 



50th Anniversary of the 
Priestly Ordination 

of Pope John Paul Il 
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE) 

ITALY: Rome - November 1, 1996 
Commemorative postmark. Homage to Papa Wojtyla. Celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of Priestly Ordination. 
• ROMA PRATI • CELEBRAZIONI 50o ANNIVERSARIO SAC­
ERDOZIO I 1.11.1996 / 50o I OMAGGIO A PAPA WOJTYLA 1 

ITALY: Rome - November 2, 1996 
Commemorative postmark. Special postmark used on letters dispatched 
to Krakow, Poland. 
• ROMA PRATI • CELEBRAZIONI 50o ANNIVERSARIO SAC­
ERDOZIO / 2.11.1996 I DISPACCIO STRAORDINARIO PER 
CRACOVIA I VERSO L'ANNO SANTO 2000. 

~~· 
l~ov1, 18ff ~~/ 

'<; o .,-vr,,,_,,_,.., A 
~DJ~nc1'~-

Commemorative postmark used in Wadowice, birthplace of the Pope. 
* 50-LEUE KAPLANSTWA OJCA $W. JANA PAWLA II. WA­
DOWICE 01-11.1996. (50th Anniversary of the Priesthood of the Holy 
Father, John Paul II). 

POLAND: Lublin - November 1, 1996. 
Commemorative postmark used in Lublin, seat of the Catholic Univ. 
• 50-LEC•E KAPLANSTWA JANA PAWLA lI "' 01.11.1996 
LUBLIN 1. (50th anniversary of the Priesthood of John Paul II). 

UNITED STATES: Panna Maria, Texas - November 1, 1996. 
Commemorative postmark. • JOHN PAUL II • / NOV. 1, 1996 I , 
ANNIVERSARY STATION - PANNA MARIA, TX 73144 / 1946 
- PRIESTI.,Y ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY - 1996. 

Pope John Paul Il Issues in 1996 
(Except World Travels and 50th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination) 
ITALY: - Colle Val d'Elsa - March 30, 1996 
Commemoratise postmark. Meeting with workers at the La Piana Glass 
Wor~ *53034 COLLE VAL D'ELSA (SI)* I 30.3.1996 I VISITA 
DI S.:s. GIOVANNI PAOLO II I 
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IT ALY - Siena - March 30, 1996 
Commemorative postmark. Visit to the Diocese of Siena. Mass for the 
faithful of the Region of Tuscany. *53100 SIENA CENTRO* I 30.3. 
1996 I VISITA DI S.S. GIOVANNI PAOLO II I 

ITALY - Rome - April 5, 1996 
Commemorative postmark. Participation of Pope John Paul II in the 
Way of the Cr055 on Good Friday, April 5, 1996 in tho! Roman Col­
loseum in Rome. *ROMA CENTRO C.P.• / 5.4.1996 I PARTECI­
PAZIONE S.S. GIOVANNI PAOLO II I VIA CRUCfS AL COLOS­
SEO I In center: VERSO IL / GUBILEO / DEL / 2000. (foward 
the Jubilee of 2000). 

IT ALY: - Como - May 4, 1996 
Commemorative postmark. Visit to the Diocese of Como. • 22100 
COMO CENTRO* I 4.5.1996 I VISITA S.S. GIOVANNI PAOLO II. 
POLAND: - Su:zecin • May 31, 1996 
Commemorative .1??5tmark. Weloome to the Statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima. WITAMY MATIO:_: BOZ,\ FATIMSK4 I 31.05.1996 
SZCZECIN 1. 

SWV AKIA: - Kosice - July 2, 1996 
Commemorative postmark. First anniversary of the visit of Pope John 
Paul II to Slovakia in 1995. Vatican State coat of arms. 1. VYROCIE 
NAVSfEVY SVATEHO OTCA NA SLOVEN- § SEPT 
SKU I 2.7.1996 / KOSICE 1. 28,. 

U.S. - Buffalo, NY. September 28, 1996: 1998 

Commemorative postmark. Pope John Paul 
II, Pilgrim of the World. AMPOLEX Philat­
elic Exhibition by the Polish Philatelic Society. 
Papal Tiara, St. Peter's Square, Coat of Arms 
of Pope,fohn Paul II. SEPT. / 28, I 1996 
AMPOLEX STATION/ Buffalo, NY 14240. 
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POLAND: - Wzdowice - November 1, 1996 
Regular postmraark used in ,the city of Wado­
wice, birthplace of the Pope. Coat of arms of the 
city is •shown over ,the Papal.tiara and crossed 
keys. The inscription: Home town of John Paul 
II (this is a revised postmark used since 1911). 
MIASTO RODZINNE JANA PAWLA II 
WADOWICE / -11196-8. 

POLAND: Wadowice - December 3, 1996 
Commemorative postmark used on mail 
d~ited in the John ,Paul II Museum 
located in llhe house where Karol 
Wojtyla was horn. 
DOM RCDZINNY OJCA SW. JANA 
PAWLA II W WADOWICACH. 
(In circle· 03129615 
(W ADOW1CE). 
Front of the house where 
Karol Wojtyla was born. !i>-sff~o R~D.?1,v, 
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Postage meter cancellation used by the District Office in Gniezno which 
is located on a street named after Pope John Paul II. 

PARAGUAY: 
First Day of Issue: 

October 4, 1996. 
Set of two stamps -
Homage to the Holy 
Virgin of ~upe. 
0200 stamp. 
Pope John Paul II im­
parting blessing. Statue 
of the Holy Virgin of 
Caacupe. Basilica of 
Caacupe. 
Gl.300 .stamp. Pope John Paul II imparting blessing. Statue of the Holy 
Virgin of Caacupe. Basilica of Caacupe. 
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Postage meter cancellation used by the District Court's Bailiff Office in 
the city of Lask, located on a street named after Pope John Paul II. 

ITALY: lntrod - August 3, 1996 
Commemorative postmark in French and Italian. 
Opening of the John Paul II Museum in lntrod. 
• 11010 INTROD (AO) / 3-8-1996 / 
APERA TURA CASA MUSEO GIOVANNI 
PAOLO IJ / OUVERTURE MAJSON­
MUSEE JEAN-PAUL II. 

-,1111111 

PARAGUAY: 

I II I II IT ,{ 

~'! 

Fust Day of Issue: July 22, 1996 
Set of three stamps oommemomting 100 years of Salesians of St. John 
Bosco in ParaguaY,. 
200 G stamp - St. John (Don) Bosco with priests, teachers and boys. 
In cirole portrait of Pope John Paul 11. 
300 G stamp - St. John (Don) Bosoo, Founder of the Salesians of 
St. John Ba.co Society. In front: Pope John P'aul II. 
1,000 G stamp - St. John (Don) Bosco. Map of Paraguay. In circle 

portrait of Pope John Paul II. 

VATICANr 
First Day of Issue: November 20, 1996. 
The travels oi His Holiness John Paul II in 1995. 
Set of 6 stamps. Each stamp reatures a oaleidosoopic view of the 
countries visited by the Hol) Father, in a graphic composition of arch -
itectural, artistic and social motifs. Each stamp shows a profile of the 
Holy Father, his eyes resting on the complexities of ·he countries he 
visitedt (ltaly); engraver: Antonio Ciaburro; 450,000 complet'! sets 
issued. (To be continued) 
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Cmn111~11oratioe ca11cd used In Gdansk on Sept. 25, 1939, "Danzig grusst 
j11belrrd ~illm Ful,rer 1111d Befreier-Adolf Hitler" 

(Gdn11sk greets Jubilantly its Fulrrer a11d liberator-Adolf Hitler). 

Although 183 Polish soldiers on 
Westerplatte continued fighting with an 
enemy outnumbering them 15 to 1 un­
til S:eptember 7, the Free city of Gdansk, 
and.its postal Aystem, was incorporated 
foto the Third Reich on September 1, 
1939. On that day a special cancellation, 
prepared in advance, was being used in 
the city - "Der Fuhrer hnt uns bejreit" 
(Fuhrer liberated us). Hitler trium­
phantly entered the city on September 
19, 1939, and on that occasion Gdansk 
issued another commemorative cancel 
- "&anzig gmsst jube/nd seinen Fi1hrer und 
Befreier - Adolf Hitler" (Gdansk greets 
jubilantly its Fuhrer and liberator -
Adolf Hitler). 

In 1944, with Soviet army approach­
ing, the Germans proclaimed Gdansk 
"Fest11ng Danzig" (Fortress Gdansk). 
Consequent!:,, when the advancing So­
viet army entered the city in March 1945, 
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90% of the old city core, and 66% of the 
entire city area were in ruins. 

Gdansk returned to Poland after 152 
years, and became incorporated into 
Polish postal systems. 

In 1980 an anti-communist movement 
"Solidarity" was born in Gdansk, and 
was issuing its own underground 
stamps. Ilut this is another story. 

POLPEX 98 
Polonus will hold POLPEX 98 on 

Ma rch 20-21-22 at the Wh:1e Eagle in 
Niles, IL. There swill be two themes. 
80th Anniversary of Poland's Indepe:1.d 
ence after World War I, and the 20th 
Anniversary of the Pontificate of Pope 
John Baul II. 

IN MEMORIAM 
WaJenty Poniecki 

Dr. Jozef Kuderewicz 
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THE ORGANIZATION ''MIECZ I PLUG" AND ITS 
"POLISH UNDERGROUND MAIL" STAMPS 

By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

"Miecz i Plug" (Sword and Plough) during the G:!r:nan occupation 
of Poland (1939-1945) was originally a patriotic organization led by 
Grad and Slawikowski. Soon the Soviet Intelligence planted Boguslaw 
Hrykiewicz, a communist from Lomia. who on the bdsis of forged 
documents accused Grad and Sl:awikowski of cooper .. tion with the 
Gestapo and had them liquidated. Thus "Miecz i Plug" S',!Cretly became 
an organization lead by Soviet intelligence and from this time on 
starts its collaboration with the Nazis. Soviet fotellig~ sent Czeslaw 
Skoniecki to Poland. He was a pre-war Polish com.mun;s.t who became 
the intermediary between Moscow and Hrykiewicz and Ritter-Jastrz~­
ski, a Soviet NKWD (predecessor of KGB) agznt who worked f01 the 
Gennan Gestapo in Warsaw. 

One spectacular art of. this conspiracy took place on February 17, 
1944, when the AK (Country's Army) archives in Warsaw, 12 Poz­
nanska Street were raided. The archives' superintendent, W.aolaw Ku­
piecki was liquidated and mo;t of the twonty persons caught there were 
given to the Gestapo. All traces of them vanished. Captured docu­
ments concerning Polish communists were taken by Marian Spychalski 
to Ma;cow and documents concerning the AK were given to the Gesta­
po by Rittt:r-Jastrz~ski and as a result, 60 AK members. were arrested. 

After World War II, Hrykiewiez was tried in Moscow and was 
sentenced to five years in prison, not for cooperating with the Nazis. 
but for inaccurately informing the Soviet intelligence. He did not go 
to prison because Poland's president Bolesliaw Bierut planned 1x> use 
him in the accusation of W. Gomulka and M. Spychalski of cooperating 
with the Germans. This trial never took place, instead Wbc!yslaw 
Byszek, one of Hrykiewicz's assi&tants was sentenced. It was also an­
nounced that "Miecz i Plug" was a fascist organization which cooper­
ated with the Gestapo. It was never admitted that in reality it was a 
oov~ organization for Soviet Intelligence whioh pretend-zd to be a 
pro-western Poli6h Patriotic organization. 

The above information is based on a footnote on page 86 in the 
book by Henryk Piecuch "Tajna historia Polski cd Bieruta do Ochaba, 
Akcje Sp.!cjalnc", Warsaw, 1996. 

"Miecz i Plug" issued stamps -as did otiher, often oompeting un­
derground organizations in Poland. Some of these stamps had in their 
designs the words "Polish Underground Mail" but most were produced 
to obtain funds and were not used to prepay po5tage. Nevertheless they 
constitute an interesting part of Poland's philately and illustrate the 
troubled times in Poland during World War II. Some of them are rare 
and elusive. Stamps issued by Miecz i Plug are illustrated and des­
cribed 'on the next page. 
486-12 Polonus Bulletin, Nov.•Dec., 1997 



Sikorski 
l0zl - black 

Raczkiewicz 
10 zl - red 

(pert. or imperf.) 

1_:!!WU.1111 I 11A O<IA•YT _ 

ffl~ffl 
Festival of thEI sea 

5 Z1 - blue 

Sosnkowski 
l0zJ - blue 

Roosevelt 
10 zl - violet (perl.) 

- red (imperl.) 

Underground fighters 
5 zl - brown 
20zl - blue 

50 zl - violet brown 
100 zl - green 
500zl - red 
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Sculpture: Uprising 
lOzl - red 

100 zJ - magenta 

Churchill 
10 zl - blue (perf.) 

10 zJ - red (imperf.) 

"Poland after WW II 
and its colonies" 

l0zl - red 
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In gratitude tc John Such for his extensive pn,1ate1ic display of Pulaski material, 
a Polonus medal desk ornament was presented to him. (Left to right!: Director 
Alfred Szebel, Pres. Roman Strzelecki, John Such, Director Stanley Dobrzycki. 

FALL STAMP SHOW 

The Polonus Fall Stamp Show was held September 26-27-28, 1997 
at Przyby}o's House of the White Eagle in Niles, IL. A-. the theme hoa­
ored the 250th Anniversary of the Birth of General Casimir Pulaski, our 
member from Medina, Ohio, John Szuch, exhibited 12 frames (6 l pages 
per frame) of his Pulaski cover collection. In addition, he displayed case,; 
filled with Pulaski stamps, medals, coins buttons, patches, books and other 
memorabilia. John wa~ on hand during most of the exhibition answering 
questions and explaining his displays to interestcr visitors. He must have 
more itews pertaining to Pulaski than anyone else in the world. 



{!,.,£ml, g>ufa..l;_ 

Polonus Fall Stamp Show 
Sept 26-28, 1997 

.............. IO'J"' ..... -... , 

A special cancellation designed by artist Leon Kawecki, was used 
by the U.S. postal station operating at the show. Members wishin5 to ob­
tain this ::c~r may do so by sending $1.00 plus postage to Polonus P.S., 
P.O. Box 458, Berwyn, TL 60402. 

FLOOD SEMIPOSTAL NEW ISSUE 
Poland recently issued semipostals to help victims of some of the 

worst flooding in central Europe. The flooding occurred this ,:;ummu 
along thr bank,; of the Oder River. 

The 60 groszy -1- 30 gr semipostal from 
Poland shows the flood waters surrounding 
houses. Maciej Jedrysik designed this stamp. 

The new-issue announcement from Po­
land described the effects of the flood: "The 
flood, which in July this year spread over the 
south and west part of Poland, brought en­
ormous devastation. Many provinces, hund­
reds of villages 'lnd towns were under water. 
One of the larg"'st Polish cities, Wroclaw, also was flooded. The big 
water swept away the whole life properti-~ of thousands of pcopb, 
damaged fields, roads, factories, churches and many objects importan~ 
in Polish culture." 

SPECIALIZED ALBUM FOR POLAND REVENul!. STAMPS 
This illustrated album contains spaces for all Polish revenue stamps 

as listed i'l Erlcr's 1993 revision of the Norton Catalog of the Adhesin 
Revenue Stamps of Poland' and includes thcir catalog nu:nber below each 
space. The work is arranged in two volumes and a suppl.!mcnt. Vol. I cov­
ers Stamp Duty, Treasury Fee, Court Delivery, Court Fee, Silcsian Stamp 
Duty and Fiscal Surtax stamps. Vol. 2 covers all other issues. Pages arl! 
8½xl 1. T--or more information contact Scott Marusak, 110 Dunhagan Pl.. 
Cary, NC 27511. 
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1997 POLAND FULL COLOR CATALOGS 
FISCHER VOLUME I: 1860 thru 1996 regular issue of Poland illus­
trated in 1ull color with Polish text. Includes extensive English/Polish 
Philatelic Term cross reference. Dettailed illustrations d varietie~ with 
relative pricing. PRICE: $20.00 plus $3.00 P /H 

PPF VOLUME II: Port Gdansk, General Government, Locais, Do­
plata Ovpts. P.O.W., Central Lithuania, Groszy Ovpt all illustrated in 
full color with Polish Text and English/Polish Philatelic Term croc;c; 
reference. PRICE: $20.00 plus $3.00 R/H. 

TWO VOLUME PRICE: 
$40.00 INCLU[?ING P/H. 

FISCHER 

KATALOG 97 
POLSKICH ZNAK6W 
POCZTOWYCH TOM I 

BIENIECKI INT'L INC. 
P.O. Box I 00 (B) - Granite City, IL 62040 - USA 

TeL: 6f8 - 659-1325 Fax: 618 - 659-1327 
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