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Britisli Special Stamps 1985 I 1986 

ntroduction 

A
lthough the British Post Office was the first in the world to issue adhesive 
postage stamps (the Penny Black and Twopence Blue of 1840), it was not until 
1924 th:it it issued its first commemorative, or special, stamps. ln April 1924 

two stamps, Id and I '/,d, were issued to mark the British Empire Exhibi tion at 
Wembley. The stamps featured the Wembley Lion and a profile of King George V, 
h in1sclf a noted ph ilatel ist. The King took a keen interest i11 the design of these stamps 
and i11 the two later special sets o f h is reign , issued in 1929 fo r the Postal Union 
Congress and in 1935 fo r his Silver J ubilee. 

Special issues became mo re plentiful d u ring the reign of George VT and in the 
early 1960s. Fo llowing a change in the cri te ria for issuing special stamps in 1964, their 
issue not o n ly became more regular but the designs more imaginative and eye­
c:1tching. interest in special stamps grew apace, with both gene ral public and stamp 
collector alike. 

In August 1974 the first article in a series e ntitled "British Special lssues" was 
published in the Post Office's Philatelic B11/leti11. Written by the late James Watson, it 
dealt with the 1924 Empire Exhibition set. Sadly Mr Warson died in 1986, by when he 
had covered some 129 issues to the Bicentenary of the De rby set of 1979. The series 
has, since December 1986 been continued by Francis Kennedy. Pressure on space in 
the B111/e1i11 mean t slow progress in bringing the series up to date and it has been 
decided to co11 tinuc publication in booklet format; this, the first, records the 18 issues 
of 1985-86. 

A listing of the articles, covering the years 1924-84, published in the Bulletin 
between August 1974 and N ovember 1992, appears o n the inside front cover of th is 
book. It is hoped, in due course, to reprint these 174 articles in a British Philatelic 
1Julleti11 Publicatio n . 

These articles (and foture booklets) provide clear, concise records of each issue 
with useful inf"orrnation on the designs. printing varieties, first day postmarks, 
postcards and presentation packs. Many collectors use this information when writing­
u p their collectiom, o r for enjoyable reading when looking at their stamps. 

T he issues of 1985-86 include some of the most popular of the 1980s, such as 
Tere nce Cunco's Famous Trains and Ken Lilly's Nature Conservation. 

John Holman 
Editor, British Philatelic Bulletin 

Note: This is the first i11 a 11e111 series of B11lll'ti11 Publications; a11 earlier title "T/,e Early Days qf 
1/ie Postal Semice" was published i11 1986. 
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175: Famous British Trains 

22ja,wary 1985 

he 150th ann1vc1 ~.1ry of the found ing of 
the Great We\tem Railway prompted 
the Post O ffice tu M11e, on 22January 

1985, five stamps fcaturmg the maJOr "namcdn 
trams of the four d1v1~mn, 11110 winch the many 
small railways then ex1,t111g were obliged to 
group themselves in accordance with the 
l~ai lw,1y Act of 192 1. 

The Great Western, already the biggest 
voluntary grouping, absorbed Cambrian 
Railways and several Welsh Valley Lmes. The 
other divisions were the Southern Railway 
based on the o ld London, Brighton and South 
Coast lines and those serving Kent; the London 

and North Eastern llailway and the Lo 11do 11 
M idland and Scottish. 

Steam power was at its peak and the fien;e 
compemion bcr.veen the d1v1s1ons led them to 
establish trams famous for their \pccd and 
reliability. The GWR "Cheltenham Hyer" 
(29p), hauled by a Castle C las, loco111ot1ve, set 
a world speed record on 6June 1932, when it 
covered the 77.3 miles from Paddington to 
Swindon at an average speed of81.68mph, 
reaching a maximum of92.3mph dunng the 
run. On the stamp, the locomouve '>hown 1n 
the Ca~tle Class No. 5069, "lsambard Kmgdom 
Brunel" an appropriate choice 111 view of 



British Spaid/ Stamps F,1tn(111s British Tr,1i11s 

B1u11el's pnrt1c1p,1uo11 111 conscruc1111p; tlu: 
orig111al GWR. 

This railw,1y, on 11\ I 50th b1rthd,1y, also 
provides the <,uh,1t·ct lor the 34p stamp, "The 
Cc>rm~h R1v1er.1" who,c lmtory goes b.1d. lO 

1904 as the 10.tm expre\s to Plymouth durmg 
the holiday 11H11Hh, ul July. Augi1\t .md 
St·ptemhcr. S11bwq11e11tly, the Conush R1v1era 
r,111 dni ly lcav111p; t>,1dthnb•ton al 10.30am. The 
locomotive k;11111ed rn1 the scamp is Nu. 6015, 
"King R1clmd Ill", one of sever.ii CWR "King" 
cla~~ cnp;mes m lne,11. records of one kmd or 
another. 

The rema111111p; three , camps rel.11c m the 
other three w111p.1111e, which emerged from the 
192 1 rcconst1 ucuon. First there 1s tlw LNER 
with the "rlyinp; Scotslllan" (17p). T hi~ tram 
011gm,1ted in 1862 ,ls "The SpL'C1,tl Scotch 
E,qJrcs<," t,1kmi,: 10 huurs m re.1c h [dmb11rgh -
fast cnt)Ugh Ill ,1u,nfy 1he pubhC" re-.1ct1on m 
callmg the cr,1111 "The Flymp; Scm,m,111" Some 
years lace, elm tr,1111 established ,1 new world 
record wtth :i non-stop run of 392.9 1111lcs from 
the London (l{ings Cross) tn Ed111bu1gh. The 
powerful P.inlic C:la,, locomotive, made this 
possible, the one 011 the scamp being No. 4498, 
"Sir Nigel Grc,lcy", 111 about 1947 

T he rival We,t Coast route to Srntland from 
London (Euston) to Gla\gow and Ldmhurgh 
via C.1rhslt• w.1~ 111 the LMS ~y,tem which 
competed for trallic with their "Roy,11 Scot" 
(31p). Thi, left Euston every 1110t 11111g at 10am, 
runmng non stop to Carlisle (301 trnles) where 
the u·,11n d1v1ded, one pornun g111ng tu Glasgow 
and the other to Edmburp;h. e.ic h .1mvmg at 
6.15pm The , tamp depict, the Duchess Pacific 
Class lurn111m1ve No. 46243 ~city of 
L.1nc.1,cer". 

Lastly there 1, "The Golden Arrow" (22p) of 
the Southern Hailway which wa, inaugurated 
m 1929 a, a luxury Pullman tlmmgh service 
from London {Victoria) co Pam, a 6½ hour 
Journey for an overall fare of l:S. With fadmg 
mag111licl•ncc, the service conunued until 1972, 
beaten by the frequent London-Pans air 
service. Perhaps however a new hfc awaits The 
Golden Arrow with the opc11111g of the 
C hannel Tunnel? The locomotive on the stamp 
•~ "219 Squ,1dron". No. 34806 of the "Bartle of 
Bntam" class engmcs. 

The designer of the 1ssm· was Terence 
Cuneo, then 76-years old, an arnst with a 
passion for steam rram,. Although British-born, 
Cuncu wa~ of lcahan deSC"ent and claimed 
Ganh,1 ld1 ;i, an anceswr Apart from che normal 
s1grnwre, all Cuneo\ later work 111cludes a 
mo11~e hidden away in the picture - a feature 
which is lost in the necessary reduction to 
swnp size. A framed set of pnnts, on which the 
five dc,1gn~ were based, can be seen on the 
walb of the mam gallery m the Nanonal Postal 
Mmeum. 

rwu vancnes arc listed by Gibbon~. The 17p 
Fly111~ Scotsman is known imperf (A pair is 
priced ,it 1:1 ,800 in the 1993 Part 1 catalogue), 
,1nd the 22p Golden Arrow stamp (row 6, s1a111p 
7) from the no dot cyl llldcr h:ll> a shortened 
upright co the first ·R 111 "AIUtOW'. 

Sales by withdrawal on 21 January 1986 
were: 17p- 27,698,600, 22p- 7,916,2(X), 
29p 7,472,2(X); 3 1 p - 7,3 14,900; and 34p -
7,0S0,00. 

Pictorial "First 11,iy of Issue" postmark.!> wac 
provided for the Brni,h Philatelic Bun:au and 
Bn,tol The Bureau po'>lm.irk featured the 
GWR logo, that for Bmtol ,howed the facade 
uf the ungtnJI Temple MeJds scanon. 
N umerous other appropn.uc and attr,1ct1vc 
handstamps were spon,orecl by cover dealers 
and mhers. 

Stamp cards were produced, reprod11c111g the 
\t.t1np designs; these were numbered 81 a-e. 
Sume 216.000 sets were produced. The 
Na11onal Po,tal Mu~eum orgamscd an 
cxh1b1t1on of railw,1y material and issued ,1 c.ird 
(number $S30) repmducmg a GWR L.111d's End 
poster of c. 1904 and ,1 Great Western TPO 
hand,camp. The printing of this card wa, 
15,000 copies. 



Bl'itisli Special Stamps l 9N5 I I 'JS,, 

176: British Insects 

12 March 1985 

wo important centenaries and the 
pursuit of the British Wild Life T heme 
on stamps led to the issue on 12 March 

1985 of this set of five stamps concerned with 
British Insects. The Royal Entomological 
Society was founded in 1833 and was granted a 
Royal C harter in 1885. In that same year, the 
Sclbome Society was founded i11 memory of, 
and to further the work of, the Rev Gilbert 
White (1720-93) who was born at Selbomc in 
I lampshire and who returned there in 175 1 as 
the curate-naturalist of the village church. 
Gilbert White became famous as the author of 
the classic work, The Nat11ral History ef Selbome, 
fi rst published by his brother, Benjamin White, 
in 1790. T he style and content of White's book 
established a pattern for later writers on the 
same theme. Selborne I I ills is now owned by 
the National Trust. 

T he choice of designer was not difficult. 
Gordon Beningfield, whose delicate work 0 11 

the Buttertlies issue of l981 had been so 
appreciated by everyone, was commissioned to 
produce five insect stamp designs. An 
internationally-known artist and naturalist, 
Beningfi cld chose five insects, from the 
hundreds available, which he considered 
attractive, each in its own right. These he set 
against a natural background applicable to c11ch 
insect, thus repeating the succcssfol formula of 
the Butterflies issue. 

The 17p stamp featured Buff-tailed Bumble 
Bee (Boinb11s terrestris) - one of the most 
common of Britain's bees and ainong the 
earliest on the move in Spring. The buff­
coloured tail is unique to this British bee and 
especially distinguishes the queens. 
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The 22p value depicted Seven-spotted Lady 
Dird (Cocci11ellii septemp111utnra) - Britain 's 
fuvourite beetle, of which the re arc over 40 
species in this country alone. The seven­
spotted lady bird is among the commonest of 
its kind and is regarded as the gardener's friend 
because of its insatiable appetite for aphids. T he 
red back warns birds that this particular insect 
is not for eating with the result that the lady 
bird is left alone to carry on with its good work 
in the garden. 

T he 29p stamp shows the Wart-biter Dush 
C ricket (Decrims 11rm1rivorus) - by far the rarest 
o f the five insects in the series. [t is a protected 
species, virtually confined to dry grasslands 
near the south coast where the comparative 
warmth encourages the male to chirp 
endearments to the hopefully responding 
female . The name of this insect is derived from 
a Scandinavian belief that warts can be cured 
through a b ite from th is particular cricket . 

T he 31p denomination features the Stag 
Beetle (L11can11s <er1J11s) - the largest of British 
beetles. The antler- like appendages to the head 
arc, actually, j aws which come into action 
especially when two males fight over a fe male 
who i~ provided with smalle r but more useful 
pincer j aws. Most stag beetles arc concentrated 
in the south cast o f England in the o ld 
deciduous forest and parklands which arc a 

feature of the region. 

The top value, 34p, shows the Emperor 
Dragonfly (A nax i,11perator) - yet another 
southerner, found flying in June and July. It is 
sometimes called the "hawker" dragonfly 
because it catches its food on the wing, unlike 
rhc "darter" dragonfly which rests between 
each quick foray for food . The sexes are 
distinguished by colour, the male being blue (as 
on the stamp) and the female, green. The 
normal hunting grounds arc ponds and lakes 
which attract the small imccts on which the 
dragonfly feeds. 

T he stamps were primed in photogravure, by 
I larrison & Sons (£1igh 'Wycombe) Ltd in five 
(31p), six (22p and 34p) or seven (17p and 29p) 
colours. T he printing was so accurate that no 
constant varieties arc listed by Stanley Gibbons. 
Sales by the withdrawal date, 11 March I 986, 
were: 17p - 39,534,200; 22p - 7,812,500; 29p -
9,495,200; 31p - 7,223,900; 34p - 6,932,600. 

The five Pl [Q cards for this issue were 
numbered 82a-c; 174,980 sets were produced. 
Picto rial "First Day of Issue" handstamps were 
used at the British Philatelic Bureau and 
London SW Several handstamps were 
sponsored by cover producers and others; 
details were published in the Postmark B111/etin at 
the time and can now be found in first day 
cover catalogues. 
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177: British Composers 

14May 1985 

T he Conference of European Postal and 
Tclecommuni_cations Administrations 
(CEPT) proclaimed 1985 to be European 

Music Year and required members to make 
music the theme for that year's C.El'T issue. 
Great Britain chose to honour four prominent 
British composers. In place of mundane 
portraits (as used for the British Conductors 
issue of1 980), the commissioned artist , 47-year 
old Wilson McLean (a British-born illustrator 
living in New York), chose to interpret his 
personal re-action to four pieces of fami liar 
classical music by the composers involved. 

T he pro-European flavour of the stamps 
issued on 14 May 1985, was enhanced by the 
backgrounds of the composers. Georg Friedrich 
Handel was German-born in 1685 - making 
the issue a 300th anniversary tribute to his birth 

8 

- but worked largely in Great Britain after 
studying at European m usical centres, and 
became a naturalised British subject in l 726, 
changing his name to George Frederick 
Handel. 

Gustav Holst was Bl'itish-born at 
Cheltenham, Glos, in 1874, to a Swedish fam ily 
which had settled i11 England in the early I 800s. 
During his appointment as music master at St 
Paul's Girls School, London, he composed the 
work for which he is best known, "The Planets 
Suite". 

Frederick Delius was ofGcn nan extraction, 
born at Bradford, Yorkshire, in 1862, but lived 
and worked largely in France. 

Edward Elgar vvas pure E11glish, being born 
in 1857, at Worcester, into a family with a 

T IU · PLAN 1::TS SUIT£ 
G11Stt1vl-lo/.,t 
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strong musical background. Richard Strauss is 
reported to have said that, by writing "The 
Dream ofGcrontius", Elgar had put Great 
Britain 0 11 the mu~ical map of Europe. Co­
i11cide11tally, I foist, Delius a11d Elgar all d ied in 
1934. 

M cClcan was the fi rst to design British 
sta111p~ actually square in shape and he made 
good use of the inmwation. Contra1y to 
U 11ive1sal Postal Union regu lations, the values 
0 11 the stamps arc expressed in words rather 
than figures, as the UPU normally requires, to 

ensure a11 easy visual check on che postage paid 
by the sender o f any letter. 

The Seventeen Pence features llandcl's 
"Water Music'' pictured by McClean as a 
reflection in water. The 'Iwenty-'Jwo Pence 
stalllp depicts I Jo ist's "The Planets Suite" 
epil0n1ised by the artist's impression of planets 
moving in space. The T hirty-One Pence 
value features "The First Cuckoo", a theme 
typical of Frederick Delius, many of whose 
compositions were concerned with the English 
countryside. T he top value, Thirty-Four 
Pence, ~howing a bird's wing above the sea 
evoked for the artist Elgar 's "Sea Pictures", a 
piece of song-wri tmg for which the composer 
had to overcome his dislike for the style of 
compositio n. H e was far more at home with 
pieces like "Pomp and Circumstance", w ith 
which his name will always be associated. 

Priming was in photogravure by I larrison & 
Sons (I ligh Wycombe) Ltd , in counter sheets of 
100 with standard 14 x 14½ perforation . 
Unspecified "printing difficulties" resulted in 
no sheets from the right- hand side of the 
printing cylinde r being issued for the 31 p value. 
T h is meant that wh ile stamps were issued for 
cylinders IA 213 IC 2D IE IF, the 

corresponding "dot" cylinders were nm 
available. Two constant priming flaws arc 
recorded for the 17p stamp: a large blue 
retouch above the ·c• of·MUSIC" (Row 10 
Stamp 5); and on Row 1 Stamp 5 the small dot 
(representing a hyphen) is missing berween 
"SEVENTEEN" and "PENCE". Imperforate stamps 
are known for the l 7p and 22p. These should 
only be collected in pairs. 

Sales by the withdrawal date (13 May 1986) 
were: 17p-36,849,700; 22p- 7,805,800; 3 lp-
7,148,700; 34p- 6,806,100. The four PI IQ 
postcards were numbered 83a-d; 156,140 sets 
were produced. 

Two pictorial "First Day of Issue" 
cancellations were available. That used at the 
Philatelic Bureau. Edinburgh showed a musical 
notation representing a face - the European 
Music Year logo. T he alternative handstamp, 
used at Worcester as a tribute to Elgar ( one­
time organist there), featured a view of 
Worcester Cathedral. 

The National Postal Museum o rganised a 
Music Stamps exhib ition and used a ~pccial 
cancellation (7 May- 14June) featuring the 
European Year of Music logo. 

~ 07 MA 
-z,. 

<otvDQt 

- 1975 - 1985 -

HOLST 
BIRTHPLACE 
MUSEUM 
14 · MAY · 1985 
CHELTENHAM GLOS 

Nmio,ial Pos111/ M 11se11111 ,md sponsored ha11ds111111ps. 
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178: Safety At Sea 

18June 1985 

T he 1985 ( 11th) Conference o f the 
International Association of Lighthouse 
Authori ties was he ld in Brigh ton, 

Sussex; the first occasion on which this event 
was staged in Great Britain si11ce the 
Associatio n was founded in 1957. The first 
unimmersib le life-boat, built by Lionel Lukin 
in 1785 was the pioneer attempt to assist those 
in peril following mishap at sea. Before that, 
lightho uses 0 11 coastal sites provided warnings 
of dangers but there was no provisio n for 
rescue when needed. 

In 1824, G reat Britain took a big step 
forward, at the suggestion of Sir Will iam 
I lillary, with the creation of the Royal National 
Institution for the Preservation of Life from 
Shipwreck. Known now as the Royal N ational 
Lifeboat l n~titution, this voluntary organ isation 
main tains 130 fully-eq uipped lifeboats capable 
of reach ing any vessel i11 d istres~ within 30 

miles of the British coast in fou r hours; and 120 
inflatable speed boats for inshore opcrallom. 
From 1824 to the date of issue o f the Safety at 
Sea stamps, the RNLI had ~aved 110,000 live\. 

The first of the lighthouses serving marmer, 
in British waters was erected by the Ro man~ at 
Dover sometime before AD200. Today, the 
Corporation ofTrinity I l'o11se is responsible for 
92 lighthouses along the Euglish coast, around 
the Channel Islauds and in G ibraltar, as well a-, 
other aids to navigatio11 snch as light a11d bell­
buoys and advanced electronic devices. Trinity 
House also licences 600 pilots in its capacity a-, 
the Principal Pilo tage Autho ri ty. The 
corresponding authorities for lrelnnd (with 87 
lighthouses) and Scotland (188) arc the 
Commissioners for Irish Lights and the 
Com missio n for Northern Lights, rc~pcct1vcly. 

IJM Coastguard has moved with the time~. 
It operates the C ivil Maritime Searc h and 
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Rescue service, the base on which the 
International Maritime Satellite O rganisation 
(INMARAT) was founded in 1979 and by 1985 
there were 41 member-countries. INMARJ\T co­
ordinates search and rescue operations on an 
international scale through constant 
comm unication by satellite with thousands of 
ships world-wide. 

The final safety factor covered by this issue 
of stamps deals with marking of channels and 
pinpointing under water hazards by fixed buoys 
and bt:acons riding the tides. Trinity I louse was 
appointed by Q ueen Elizabeth I in 1594 to 
supervise all r ights of"beconage, buoyage and 
ballastage" for England; and this same authority 
has inaugurated an international standard of 
colours and shapes for all buoys, each colour 
and shape conveying a particular message to 

passing shipping. 

T he four st.1mps commemorating the 
Ilrigbton Conference were issued on 18J une 
1985 and were designed by F Newell and 

J Sorrell in partnership ( designers of the 1984 
Ilricish Council issue) illld were printed in 
lithography by John Waddington Led of Leeds 
(whose fi rst Bri tish special stamps were the 
I 983 British Gardens issue). The four broad 
aspects of safety at sea discussed above were 
illustrated by the stamps' d~signs. 

T he 17p stamp shows an RN LI Oakley C lass 

lifeboat and flags of the international code of 
signals. T he 22p features Beachy H ead 
lighthouse, near Eastbourne, and a section of 
the local Admiralty C hart. 

T he 31p denomination illustrates a Marecs 
satellite above the Atlantic Ocean and earth 
tracking devices; and the 34p value a South 
Cardinal C lass I 0 uoy with a range of other 
Cardinal buoys used by members of the 
International Association of Lighthouse 
Authorities. 

N o printing flaws are listed for these stamps 
but the 17p is known imperforate between the 
stamp and bottom sheet margin. 

In addition to the usual PI-IQ postcards 
(numbered 84a-d), the National Postal 
Museum produced a special postcard (reference 
SS33) to mark the Safety At Sea exhibition 
staged to coincide with the release of the 
stamps. Some 177,012 sets of the PHQ cards 
were produced; 15,000 of the Museum card. 

Sales of stamps by the withdrawal date (17 
June 1986) were: 17p- 36,372,000; 22p -
9,078,400; 31p - 7,057,400; and 34p -
6,757,600. The offi cial Post O ffice "First Day of 
Issue" cancellations were provided at the 
British Philatelic Bureau and Eastbourne. In 
addition, the RNLI serviced covers with special 
handstamps at the Poole Lifeboat Display; at 
C romer, N orfolk; and Appledore, Devon. 
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179: Royal Mail: 350 Years Of Service 

30July 1985 

T o many people. including sorne 
ph ilatelists, the fi rst country-wide postal 
service was thM ru n by I lcnry l:fohop in 

1660-62 when King Charles II proclaimed the 
General Lcrrer Office, and awarded the service 
and 1rs profits to Im brother, che Duke ofYork 
(lacer Kingjames II). The Duke then "fanned" 
the service to Bishop for £21,500 per annum, 
this en~uring him\clf of the income without 
earning it! 

In face, it was King Charles I who first 
announced, in 1635, that /,is Royal Mail was 
available to any nmnbcr of the public who 
cared to use it. The announcement made at 

0 agshot, Surrey, was headed: " By the King: A 
Proclamation for the Settling of the Letter 
Office of England and Scotland'' and confirmed 
the service (by mounted postboy~) which was 
to be maintained by Thomas Withcrings, who 
already held the position of"l lis Majesty's 
Postmaster of England for foreign pans". It was 
hard-headed business thinking which guided 
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C harles I. I le needed a ,,vidc-ranging postal 
st;rvicc for royal and political document~ ,111d 
the cost of running it was considerable. The 
charges that could be m ade for c:1rryi 11g letters 
for the public would help towards the 
overheads witho ut adding much to the cost~. 
The service was limited to places along post­
roads radiating out of London to Dover, 
Plymouth, Bri~tol, H o lyhead, Ya1111outh ,,11HI 
Ed111burgh; letters being dropped M, and 
collected from, a central point in each town, 

fhc arrangements were short-lived. By 16.l7 
the poliuc:il domestic scene was so unccrt,rn1 
that another edict by C harles I limited the 11,t• 

of the Royal Mail to governmcm b usiness, 
With in five years the Civil War brougltt 
disruptions th rougho ut the land, 

Nevenheless, on 30 J uly 1\185, the Post 
Office commemorated the 350th a11111vcrsary of 
public postal services by issuing fou r stamps 
witb designs devoted to specific aspects of 
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T he 17p srnmp features a motor-cyclist of 
the Dat;1post express service which guarantees 
next day delivery anywhere in the U nited 
Kingdom and special deliveries overseas (hence 
the Datapost :mcrafr overhead). The 22p value 
depicted a rural postbus - a modern conceprion 
of mail carrying and the provision of a public 
passenger service in remote areas not se1vcd by 
other means. 

On the 31p value Parcel del ivery is 
represented - now undertaken by Parcelforcc, 
separate from the Letters busmess ofThe Post 
Office. Finally the top value, 34p, shows town 
door-to-door delivery of 111a i I. 

The designer was Paul I logarth, RA; the 
stamps were printed by l larnsons in 
photogravure. No priming varieties arc 
recorded b111 the I 7p stamp is known 
imperforatc on three sides and the 31p 
completely 1mpcrforatc. These, in vertical pairs, 
arc priced by Gibbons at t 1300 each (Part 1 
Catalogue 1993 edition). 

An innovation was the re lease of a booklet 
containini; ten 17p stamps for price of nine 
stamps (.£1.53). To prevent the resale of the 
stamps at full price all those contained in the 
book had a dc>ublc-lined "D" printed in blue on 
the back of the stamp on top of the gum. A 
special cylinder was made to print sheets of220 
stamps in 22 horizontal rows of 10, stamps 5 
and 6 in each row were tNe-beche and when split 
up for booklets provided two rows of five 
stamps wi th a binding edge at the top of each 
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block of ten stamps. T his special printing 
produced 5,057,600 booklets. 

' 

The British Philatelic Dun:au in Edinburgh 
used a special "First Day of Issue" cancellation 
with a bold "350YEARS" in the centre. At 
Bagshot, Surrey, a pictorial first day cancellation 
depicted a mounted post-boy of 1635. The 
mounted post-boy also featured on a special 
cancel used at the National Postal Museum, 30 
July 1985 - 25 April 1986, to coincide w ith an 
anniversary exhibition. 

The four PI IQ postcards for this issue were 
numbered 85a-d; 182, 160 5Cts were produced. 
Sales of the normal sheet stamps by the 
withdrawal date (29 J uly 1986) were: '17p -
36,318,300; 22p - 7,682,100; 31p - 7,087,500; 
34p - 6,772,700; booklet stamps (17p) -
50,576,500 (withdrawn 3 1 August 1985). 

A special 350th anniversary event was held by 
The Post Office at Bagshoton 30July '1985. 
Amongst the many displays was one of historic 
posta l vehicles including a mail coach. Guest of 
honour was I IRI t The Prince of Wales who 
arrived by helicopter. First day covers carried on 
board were available to collectors and were 
given a special cachet: ''CARRIELJ ON ROAl~D A 

I IELICO (Yl'EH O P T I lE Q U l!EN'S FLIGHT piloted by 
I IRI I TI IE l'RINCEOFWALES BAGSHOT30JUI.Y 
1985". 

A "ROYAL MAJL 350 YEARS OF SERVICE TO TI IE 

PUBI.IC" slogan postmark was used at sorting 
offices throughout the UK from l July-3 1 
August 1985. 
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180: Arthurian Legends 

3 September 1985 

here arc 110 legends more English in 
character than those surrounding the 
mythical King Arthur whose valiam 

deeds - shared with those ofloyal Knights of 
the Round Table - were the basis of Sir 
T homas Malory's epic work, Le Morie D'Artlwr. 
First printed by William Caxton in 1485, the 
contents of this classic volume of English 
literacure were based on earlier sources and 
were collated by M alo1y during the Wars of the 
Roses when he was imprisoned in London's 
Newi:,rate goal. 

The stamps mark the 500th anniversary of 
the publication of Le Motte D'Ar1l111r. T he 
designer, Yvonne Gilbert used the same 
technique as she d id for the 1984 C hristmas 
stamps, producing the finished art work in 
crayon. The soft and subdued effect was ideal 
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in suggesting the ethereal nature of the subject 
matter - legends wreathed in mysticism and 
association with the occult 111 the person of 
Merlin the Magician. 

The stamps, released 0 11 3 September 1985, 
depicted: 17p -King Arthur with Merlin; 22p 
-The Mysterious Lady of the Lake with the 
sword, Excalibur; 31p - Queen Guinevere and 
Lancelot fleeing from Camelot and the d isgrace 
of their association with each other; and 34p Sir 
Galahad at prayer during his quest for the I foly 
Grail. Collectors were spared the tragic finale of 
Malory's account of events when Arthur was 
mortally wounded during the rebellion led by 
his disloyal nephew Mordred. 

Will iam Caxton edited, printed and 
published Malory's writings in 1485 giving the 
Tudor monarch, Henry VJ I an opportunity 
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through Welsh descent to declare himself the 
re-incarnation of the fabled King Arthur. 
Modern archaeological research at Tintagcl, 
Cornwall; at Cadbury Castle in Somerset (the 
supposed site of Camelot), and at Glastonbury 
Tor in Somerset (Arthur's alleged rest ing place), 
gives at least some credence to the stories about 
this otherwise legendary King. 

Tintagel, site of the ruined castle linked with 
Arthur's reign, was the "alternative" location for 
the Pose Office's "First Day of Issue" 
cancellation. The Tintagcl postmark featured 
Arthur's crown; that at the British Philatelic 
13ureau in Edinburgh used a design 
incorporating the Edinburgh star cancellation 

/\ ,·1liun.111 Legend 
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against which the H oly Grail (a communion 
cup) appeared in silhouette. 

The four PI IQ postcards for the issue were 
numbered 86a-d; 170,160 sets were produced. 

N o constant printing flaws, major or minor, 
arc recorded in Stanley Gibbons GB Specialised 
Stamp Catalogue, suggesting a tribute to the 
excellent photogravure printing by H arrison 
and Sons (H igh Wycombe) Ltd. T he 17p is 
known imperforate; pairs being priced at £1800 
in the 1993 Part 1 catalogue. 

Sales by the withdrawal date (2 September 
1986) were: 17p- 37,582,500; 22p - 7,783,500; 
3 Ip - 7,272,100; 34p - 6,984,300. 
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181: British Film Year 

8 October .1985 

An unusual comb111,1tion of old and new 
prompted this 1ss11c of stam ps 0 11 8 
October 1985. It was in 1835 that the 

l3ritish scientist, William I lc11ry Fox Talbot, 
invented a photograph ic process wl11ch enabled 
h im to produce a negative from which 
numerous copies could hl' made. I Ii~ first 
recorded photograph was taken looking out of a 
window at his home in l aycockAbbey, near 
Chippe nham. T he 150th a11111vcrsary of this 
piece of pioneering phowgr:1phy was declared 
to be British Film Year (which actually ran fro111 
March 1985 to May 1986): the Post Office's 
participation was the issm· of five st.1m ps 
featuring outstanding Br111sh personalities 
associated with films. 
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Britain's first motio n picture film producer 
was Robert Paul who. i11 1896, includcd a 20 
minute fi lm in a programme of mixed 
cnten ain111c11t at the Empire Theatre, Lcice~tcr 
Square, London. That same year, the 
University Boat Race became the first news 
event to be shown on film. 

The stamps are reproductions of hand-tinted 
black and white photographs, each one having 
been taken by a well-known portrait 
photographer. Keith Bassford, wlio tn1incd as :1 
graphic designer at the Londo n College of 
Printing, com pleted the designs with the 
addition o f the lettering, backgrounds and the 
facsimile autographs of tl11.: personalities 
involved . 
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A11 11t)t111cing the issue, the Pose Office 
c111phasis1:d that, with the exception of royalty, 
living persons arc nm portrayed o n British 
stamp~ but "pcllple whose fame and 
coutnb11titrn to their field has endured the test 
o f time" arc su itah lc , uhJect~ for philatelic 
recognitio n. 

The 17p stamp fe.uured Peter Sellers (1925-
80), an o ng111nl "Goon ~, and ~tar of many fi lms, 
includ111g the comic role ofl nspector Clouseau 
in the Pink H111t/11•r fi lms (photo by Bill Brandt). 
T he 22p dcnominat1on depicted David N iven 
( 19 10-83), the archetypal English gentleman, 
good humoured .111d intell igen t (photo by 
Corne( Lucas). 

The 29p value \howed C harlie Chaplin 
( 1889-1977), the supreme British film 
comcdia11 of the era of sileut fi hm and la ter 
h i111~elf a fi lm producer (photo by Lord 
Snowdon). The 31p srnmp featured Vivien 
Le igh ( 19 13-67), o ne o f England's greatest film 
actrcsse~ who went to America in the 1930s and 
made her n,1111c as Scarlett 0'1 Iara in Gone W,1/1 
me Wind (photo by Angus McBcan). 

The top value, 34p portrayed Alfred 
I litchcock ( 1899 1980), Hriush master of 
suspense and shock effects m film drama 
(photo by I loward Cu'>tcr). 

Exceptionally, a souvcmr hook was issued for 

the occasion. Designed by I loward Brown and 
Jo hn Goran, it consmed of 24 pages with fo ll 
colour illustrations and text covering the 
h istory o f the British cmcma. I larrods, t he 
famous Knightsbridgc storc, joincd in by 
arranging window displays, one window for 
each of the five d istini:,111ished personalities 
portrayed on the stamps. 

There arc no recorded constant printing 
flaws for the issue. T he British Philatelic 
Bureau in Edinburgh cancelled first day covers 
with a postmark i11cl11d ing a side-view of a reel 
of film; at the "altcm:1tivc office", London WC, 
a film clapper board featu red in the 
cancellation. 

T he five PJ [Q card~ for th i~ issue were 
numbered 87a-c; 190, 160 sets were produced. 
Sales of stamps by the withd rawal date, 7 
October 1986, were: I 7p - 36,204,900; 22p -
7,740,300; 29p - 7,264,600; 3 1 p - 7,122.300; 
and 34p - 6,792,200. 

BRITISH FILMV£AR 
It O C T 1911$ 

~ -Q~tJ 
LEICf9TER SQUARE 

LONDON W .C. Z , 

A sponsored lia11dsrn111p. 
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182: Christmas 1985 

19 November 1985 

he obvious sim1lar11y between the 
Christmas stamps of 1985 a11d the 
British Theatre issue of 1982 is because 

both issues were designed by Adrian George. In 
each case his original artwork was submitted in 
crayon wnile the other umfymg factor was the 
choice of pantomime as the subject for the 
C hristmas issue, thus continuing the theatre 
theme. 

The designs have the ment of being 
distinctive in style from any other Christmas 
issues, the subject itself being a novel approach. 
Pantomime, as a form of entertainment is as old 
as C hristmas itsel£ lt originated as the 
pa11to111imus of ancient Rome, an entertainment 
without speech, such as a ballet or a mime 
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show. To the Romans a pa1110111imus was a mimic 
capable of acting recognisable roles from 
mythology. The Comedia Dell' A,te (Italian 
Comedy) developed the use ofpamomimc to a 
point which brought it nearest to the Victorian 
conception in Britain. From then on Britain 
adapted pantomime in a unique fashion to 
produce, eventually, the story of Mother Goose, 
a children's pantomime still popular today. 

All pantomimes are concerned with fairy 
stories in which the hero (generally played by a 
woman known as the Principal Boy) triumphs 
over evil. Although basically children's 
entertainment, from the late Victorian times 
pantomimes have attracted the services of 
leading characters of the music hall. Marie 
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Lloyd, VcMa Tilley, Harry Lauder and Dan Leno 
wc~e rcgub r pantomime performers and, today, 
radio and television celebri ties have taken their 
place. 

A vital ingredient of pantomime is audience 
participation, especially by children in the 
audience who were encouraged to warn the 
hero(ine) of impending danger and to boo the 
villains as occasion demanded. It is all part of 
the fun of Christmas. From the many 
pantomime characters available, Adb an George 
chose the following for his stamp designs: 12p 
- a Principal Boy; 17p - a Genie from AJladin 
and the Wonderful Lamp; 22p - a typical 
Pantomime Dame; 31p - a Good Fairy; 34p a 
Pantomime Cat (Puss in Boots). The not very 
obvious figures of value arc in the sta r at the top 
left corner on each stamp. Each design is 
overlaid wi th a generous supply of gold and 
silver stars. 

The 12p value (second class rate for 
C hristmas cards) was available in sheet form 
(100 stamps in two panes of 50), and in a 
C hr_istmas booklet of20 in a cover designed by 
Adrian George featuring C indcre lla's glass 
slipper. Stamps in these booklets had an under 
print of a double-lined blue star applied over 
the gum. 

Additionally, a special Christmas pack 

(folder) comaini11g 50 of the 12p stamps was on 
sale until Christmas Eve at £6. The pack carried 
a special offer for free National Gallery 
postcard prints. It was only available from post 
offices in the Southampton area wluch had 
been chosen as a test market, all philatelic 
counters, and by post from the British 
Ph!latelic Bureau in Edinburgh. The pack only 
(with no stamps enclosed) was also on sale 
from the Bureau price 50p. Imperforatc 
examples are known for the 12p and 17p 
stamps. T hese, in pairs, arc catalogued by 
Stanley Gibbons, at £1300 and £1800 
respectively (1993 Part I catalogue). No 
printing flaws arc listed. 

The sheet stamps and booklets were 
withdrawn on 18 November 1986 when sales 
had amounted to: 12p - 284,590,600 (sheet 
form) and 61,972,000 (booklet stamps); 17p -
150,799,500; 22p- 17,357,500; 31p -
14,786,000; and 34p - 13,101,200. T he five 
Pl 1Q cards were numbered 88a-c; 189,180 sets 
were produced. 

Adrian George also designed a C hristmas 
pictorial aerogrammc featuring a pantomime 
fairy. This was printed by Waddington Security 
of Leeds and was available from 19 November 
1985 at 30p (postally valid for 26p, the world­
wide acrogrammc rate from Great Britain). 
Some 1,399,000 arcograrnmes were issued. 

'· , R ( > VA I. .\-L i\ I I 
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183: ndustry· Year 

14 January 1986 

t was the Royal Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and 
Commerce (usually known as "the RSA") 

which promoted 1986 as Industry Yea,, the 
object being to underline the dependence of a 
good national standard ofl iving on the success 
of the country's indmtrial performance. 

T he Duke of Edinburgh, President of the 
RSA, launched fndustry Year with a declaratio11 
that: lud11stry is by far tire most i111porta11/ acti11ity i11 
our 11atio11al life. 11,is is a fact a11d it rau do 110 good al 
all to gi11e it a bad reputation or to call it a 'rat race'. 
This progra111111e is i11te11ded lo re-<1111ake11 
appreriation aud 1111derst1111di11g of wl,at industry is all 
abortt and t/,ar ca11 only be to the be11efrt of all /lie 
people of Britaiu. 

H ow to create stamp design~ with a visual 
approach to the proj ect puzzled several 
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commissioned designers. The successful 
competitor was the London- trained and 
Denmark-based Keith Bassford who worked 
with a prominent industrial photographer, 
C hris Morris. O n 14 January 1986 the outcome 
was a set of four stamps, printed in offset 
lithography by T he House of Q uesta. 
Practicality rather than Mtistic composition 
guided Keith Bassford whose Britbh Film Year 
stamps of 1985 had also depended largely 011 
photographs. 

Each design links ipdustry with daily life. 
T he 17p value features the North Sea o il­
d rill ing rig and demonstr~ tcs the daily need for 
energy which provides light (hence the clcccric 
bulb), heat and power for the nation's need~. 
The 22p stamp depicts a laboratory 
representing the manufacture of 
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pharmaceutical products in the interests of a 
healthy nation's needs - hence the thermometer 
at the right of the main design. 

The 31p denomination shows the steel 
industry, charncceriscd by the interior of a 
furnace, so essemi~I to engineering but also of 
domestic concern - hence the garden hoe in 
the design. T he 34p stamp features agriculture 
as the industry nearest ro the major necessity of 
life food, which is amply illustrated by the 
fru11ful field ofwheacand the superimposed 
loaf of bread. Each design, therefore, has a 
specific messagc but, overall, the series tells the 
story of industry and the way it pays for 
financing the 11,1tion's social services. Jn short, 
Industry Year was designed to show that 
industry is the key to everything else. 

The printing quality was good; no errors or 
constant printing flaws are listed by Stanley 
G ibbons in their catalogues. 

Apart from the cwo official "First Day of 
Issue" cancellations used at the British 
Philatelic Bureau in Edinburgh (inscribed 
"Thanks to Industry") and at Birmingham 
("lndu~try Matters"), sponsored pictorial 
handstamps were used at Ironbridge, 
Shropshire ("The Birthplace oflndustry"); at 
London W I by GEC (General Electric Co.) to 
commemorate the firm's centenary and at 
Blackpool, La11cs., ~nd Dunster, Somerset. 

~ 

The usual presentation pack and four PHQ 
cards (Nos 89 a-d) were issued. Some 178,300 
sets of cards were produced. Sales of stamps by 
the withdrawal date, 13 January, 1987, were: 
17p - 35,414,400; 22p - 7,262,300; 31p -
6,275,800; and 34p - 6, 180,600. 

The National Postal Museum issued a 
"motor cars" postcard (SS36) on 14 January to 
coincide with this issue of stamps. Some 15,000 
were printed. 

A temporary posti11g box 1110s estab/isl,ed 011 the 
Co110<0 f-1111/011 oil plaifom, 011 14 Ja1111ary 1986 
wl,eu 11,e Industry Year sramps were issued. The 17p 
stamp Ji·11t11red a North Sea pla!form. 
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184: Halley's Comet 

18 February 1986 

For such a serious astron.omical occasion as 
the once- in-76-ycars-appearancc of a 
famous comet, the choice of designer for 

this issue was surprising. H e was Ralph 
Steadman, the cartoonist who has contributed 
to Punch, Private Eye, the Daily Telegraph and The 
New Statesman and the resulting four stamps 
were distinctly unconventional in design. 

O f all the comets, I Ialley's is the best kn own. 
It was first ident ified by Chinese astronomers 
in 240BC, since when its regular re-appearance 
every 76 years has permitted close studies with 
ever-improving facilities. Associated with the 
memorable historic events, H alley's comet was 
seen in 12BC (heralding, it is said, Christ's 
birth) and in 1066AD immediately before the 
Battle of Hastings. 

Comets are composed of frozen g-Jses 
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containing rocky detritus. As they approach the 
Sun, layers of the gas vaporize, releasing the 
debris which then appears as a fie1y "tail" 
sometjmes millions of miles in length. 

Most comets are named after their 
discoverers but Halley's comet received its 
name in memory of Edmond I !alley (1656-
1742), England's second Astronomer Royal 
whose study of com ets en~bled him to predict 
the return of "his" comet at Christmas 1758, 
sixteen years after his own death. 

The predicted appearance ofl-Ialley's comet 
in 1986 prompted the;issue of these four 
s tamps as a tribute to the worth of British 
astronomers generally and that of H alley in 
particular. 

The 17p stamp features a close-up of the 
comet in the form of a caricature of Edmond 
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11,,lky with the dates "1656-1742". The 22p 
v.ilm· depicts a representation of the Giotto 
, p.1n:n,1ft p ro be launched by the European 
Sp.,c L' Agency to study I lalley 's comet during its 
J<JH<, appearance. The probe was named after 
tl11· lt.1ha11 artist, G iotto di Bondonc, w ho used 
11.illt•y's comet as the model for the Star of 
llr1hll'hrn1 i11 his "Ado ration o f the Magi" 
( I 10 I) p,unted for the Scrovegni C hapel. 

llw 3lp denomination is inscribed "Maybe 
IWll l ' 111 ,1 hfct1111c"; this imaginative design of 
1wo w111L·ts cro~sing the sky hints at the 
111 1, \lb1hty o f anyo ne seeing l lallcy's comet 
1w1e 1· dnnng their life. The design o f the 34p 
,1.1111p r q,rcsents the brighten ing comet as it 
111 hlls I he Sun and its fading as it m oves away. 

111 1986 uvcrca,t skies obscured viewing from 
11111.1111 whrch now has to wait unti l 2062 for 
.111oth1·1 pms1ble chance. 

Pr mlunmn of the stamps was by H arrisons at 
1111:h Wyrnrnbc, Bucks, in photogravure . There 
,11 \· two rnnstant printing flaws listed by 
< ;,hhom They arc : 17p - a shortened 
dow11st1okc to the figure "7" (row 10, stamp 9, 
1111 thl' 110 dot cylinder); and 34p - a black spot 
1111 thl F.11 th, ~lightly right of centre at the top 
" ' tl1l f.\lnbc (row 4, stamp 5, dot cylinder). 

111 .1dd11mn, the 17p is known horizontally 
II IIJll r I ht•twl.'cn the bo ttom row of stamps and 

T he PHQ cards were numbered 90 a-d; 
151,000 sets w ere produced . The "First Day of 
Issue" cancellation used at the British Philatelic 
Bureau featured the Giotto Space Probe; the 
first day handstamp at G reenwich, London, 
SE10, "borrowed" for its design the Bayeux 
Tapestry version of the Comet. Other special 
cancellations were sponsored by the London 
Planetarium in Baker Street, T he 
Hurstmo nceux: Observatory in Sussex, the 
British Interplanetary Society and the E uropean 
Space Agency. 

By the withdrawal date (17 February 1987) 
sales had amo unted co: 17p - 35,571,800; 22p -
7,097,500; 31p - 6,430,000; and 34p -
6,120,500. 

' t 

1111 , lirn rnMgm. A Ralph Steadman self portrait. 
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185: 60th Birthday of 
Queen Elizabeth II 

21 April 1986 

Royal Weddings .md their an111vcrsanes. 
Coronations and their silver jubilees 
had been co1rn 11emoratcd before l 986 

on British stamps but this issue marking T he 
Queen's 60th birthday was the fi r~t British issue 
related to a specific birthday of a ruling 
monarch. T he only precedent wa~ a s ingle l2p 
stamp in 1980 commemorating the 8<hh 
birthday of Queen Elizabeth, T he Q ueen 
Mother. 

Q uite properly, the issue of 1986 was 
released on Monday, 2 1 Apri l 1986, T he 
Q ueen's actual birthday, as d isunct from her 
official birthday in J une. A Monday re lease was 
a Post O ffice concession, 11.,esday being 
normal. Although there were only two 
denominations issued, 17p a11d 34p, four 

stamps and s ix por traits were involved. T hree 
portrairs, spaced by decades, were u~ed 0 11 each 
of se- te1111111 pairs ofl7p stamps printed 
alternately throughout the sheet. With exactly 
the same designs, but in different colours. the 
process was repeatc:d for the two 34p st:llllps. 

The six photographic portraits co111pleting 
each se-1e,u111/ pair of stamps were as follows 
from left to r ight. The first shows T he Q ueen 
as Princess Elizabeth, aged two, from a 1928 
portra it by Marcus Adil ms. T he second features 
I Jcr Maj esty as Heiress Presumptive to the 
T hrone, aged 16, a 1942 portrait by Cecil 
Beaton, the Princess being in thi: service 
uniform of a Colonel of the Grenadier Guards. 

T he third portrait comprises a Dorothy 

HEl\_~IAJESTYTifE QhlECN HEJ\.MAJESTY TI fl @CEN 

s"~Klhlly ~ s,xnelhBirthda; ;ft' 
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The Sixtieth Birthday of 
I lcr Majesty The Queen 

21 April 1986 
11.1.H'A I MAIi t lR.; r l t o\\' (.'.OVER 

Wilding ~tudy of 1952, as used for the first 
dd111itivc stamps ofche new reign. The fourth 
pm l1 :iii shows The Q ueen in 1958 o n the 
11< r.1sio n of the 11-ooping of the Colour which 
,1111111:illy marks the official birthday of the 
1111u1,1rrh, photograph by the Popperfoto 
,IJ1,1'11( y. 

'l'hl' fifth study is of The Queen at the 
I l,11 !111into11 I lorse Tr·ials in 1973, an informal 
I"" t1,11t attributed to T he Photo Source. The 
\ i~d, portrait is a formal study by Lord 
'i11nwdo11, taken in 1982 and showing The 
< l1u·1·11 wearing the same diadem as in the 
W1ld111g portrait of 1952. 

I Ins 111gcnious way of covering 60 years in 
,111 1Trn1o mical fashion was the work of designer 
fl'flh y Matthews whose talents had been 
l'111 ploycd 0 11 earlier Royal issues. The 17p 
~, 1111ps were in tones of blue and green and the 
\-Ip ~1.1111ps a wide r range of browns. 

Ap,11 t from the usual first day covers and 
pi 1•~1•111,1tion packs, a souvenir book was 
p11hl1\hl•d . Written by Mike Barden, and 
d1·~11•,lll'd by Trickett and Webb Ltd, this special 
~111 tVl't 1ir of a special occasion was freely 
,1v,1il.1hlc :it 1:2, which included a set of the four 
, 11111p\, There were four PI lQ cards, two for 
, ,11 Ii 1km1mi11ation numbered 91 a-d. Some 
I I 1,000 sets of cards were produced. 

Official first day covers, also designed by 
Jeffery Matthews, received a British Philatelic 
Bureau cancellation picturing a gift-wrapped 
parcel, or a Windsor handstamp showing a 
batch of greeting cards entwined by a ribbon. 
T he wide range of other sponsored 
cancellations included one by the National 
Postal Museum which showed celebration bells 
and the wording "JvlANY HAPPY RETURN S". The 
Museum supported the issue by staging a 
special exhibition of Stamp portraits of T he 
Queen; the exhibition ran from 21 April to 
18June. 

The stamps were an instant success w ith the 
general public as the sales figures up to 
withdrawal on 20 April 1987 clearly indicate. 
They were; 17p - 77,003,200 pairs (i.e. 
154,006,400 stamps) and 34p - 16,459,100 pairs 
(32,918,200 stamps). These figures should be 
compared with the average 40 m illion and 6 
million for inland 1st class and overseas rate 
stamps in other special issues. 

The primers, Harrison & Sons Ltd deserve 
commendation as no constant flaws are listed in 
even Stanley G ibbons GB Specialised Stamp 
Catalogue. 

The National Postal Museum issued a 
postcard (SS37) showing the Wilding portrait of 
The Queen as used on the pre-1967 definitive 
stamps; 20,000 cards were produced. 
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186: Nature Conservation: Species at Risk 

20 May 1986 

N.Al\OJ CDNSUYATION 

IIIOl>AJl!!k 
1,t,,1:NC/111\. 

ITYIOAIW 

Sl'ICl1A1 l6I( 
WLIJCAT 

..... SIMSlltl<l 

In 1986, the 50th ann iversary of Britain's 
Counci l for N ational Parks happily 
coincided with the decision of CEPT to 

proclaim that year's theme for all the European 
issues to be the Protectmn of Nature and the 
Environment. The ourcome was the issue, on 
20 May 1986, o f a charr11111g set of four stamps 
with designs devoted to species of 13rit1sh wild 
life in danger of extinction. 

The Council for National Parks launched a 
Natio nal Parks Campaign in conjunction with 
the Countryside Corrnmssion and the ten 
N at ional Parks Authorities. Simultaneously a 
£10 million British Wild life Appeal was 
launched , with Sir David Attcnborough as 
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C hairman, to prevent the extinction o f many 
Brrush species. 

Ken Lilley, a newcomer to stamp designing 
but an established wild life artist, produced a set 
of designs that com plemented earlier issues 
devoted to Britain's flora and fo unri, adding 
usefully to that theme. 

Each stamp included the 111scrip11on 
"NATURE CONSERV/\1 ION" across the top o f the 
dcsibrn while below it was "SPEC IES AT RISK" 

followed by the common 11amc and Latin 
classification of the crcaturc dcpicted. All four 
stamps carried the CEPT logo of four 
interlocking posthorns and rhc word "EUROI'/\". 

The 17p sramp depicts a Barn Owl (Tyto 
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,,//m), once quite com mon but now scarce 
tl11 oughout the country due to a lack of suitable 
m•~ting places. T he 22p value features a Pine 
M,11tc11 (Martes 11111rtes) which once 0ourished 
tl11011ghout Great Britain but is on ly found in 
lhl' Lake District, \'½Jes and Northern Ire land. 
A furry woodland animal the size of a large 
do111cstic cat, the P inc Marten is mainly a n ight 
lt1111tl'r ofrodents and small birds. 

T hl' 31p stamp portrays a Wild Cat (Fe/is 
1iltlfit,-is), a creature larger than the domestic cat , 
tl11(k-set and with a d istinctive b lack- tipped and 
hl11nccd tail , and with a striped body designed 
Im r.1111ouflagc. This o nce inhabited forested 
,111•:i~ throughout Great Britain but is now 
11111fincd to the Scottish I I ighlands where it is a 
111ght hunter of voles, rabbits, hares and small 
li11ds. The 34p denomination features the 
N ,1ttc1:jack Toad (B11.fo calamita), distinguishable 
110111 the Common Toad by the yellow stripe 
.il1111g its back and the fact that w hen on the 
11111v1· it walks or runs rather than hops. Jt is 
f1t' lll'rally found in coastal sand dunes or sandy 
ht-;1tliland on the west coast from Solway Firth 
111 till· Wirral, and a few places in Surrey and 
I l,1111pshire. A night hunter of insects, the 
N.1twrjack Toad spends the day bu ried in the 
\ ,11 1d to prevent dehydratio n. On each stam p 
tlit· , rcaturc is shown against a background 
1 t•prcsenting its natural habitat. 

The issue was printed in photogravure by 
I l.1msuns. There arc no recorded constant 
p111Jting varieties. 

' I hl· official Post Office first day cover was 
iil's1~11ed by David Driver (who also designed 
1h, pn·scntatio11 pack). Special covers and/or 
1 lilt cllatio ns were sponsored by the British 
Wildlife Appeal, the Ramblers' Association, the 
lt11y,il Society for the Protectio n of Birds, the 

British J lcrpetolobrical Society, the Royal 
Society for Nature Conservation and Friends of 
the Earth, the last-named having specially 
commissio ned the stamps' designer, Ken Lilley, 
to produce a co-ordinating cover based on the 
stamp designs. 

T he British Ph ilatel ic Bureau "First Day of 
Issue" cancellation featured three birds' eggs in 
a nest. Lincoln was chosen for the other official 
pictorial cancellation which pictured a badger -
an endangered species not included in the 
stamp designs. 

T he four PI IQ postcards were num bered 
92a-d; some 166,000 sets were printed . A few of 
the 17p and 31 p cards exist with the inscription 
and value transposed and inverted , an 
extremely rare occurrence. The N ational Postal 
Museum published two postcards in 
connection with this issue. T hey were two 
prize-winning en tries in a Post O ffice­
sponsored photographic competition. 
Numbered SS39NB they featured "Scavenging 
seagulls at council rubbish tip" (Paul West) and 
"Damselfly Ovipositing" (Alex C le land). Some 
10,000 of each card were produced. 

Sales of the stamps, by the withdrawal date of 
19 May 1987 were: 17p - 36,000,800; 22p -
7, 135,800; 3 l p - 6,384,200; and 34p -
6,022,000. 

~ Or l.~~llf 
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187: Medieval Life 

17 June 1986 

T he 900th Anniversary of the 
compilation of the Domesday Book, the 
first comprehensive national survey of 

population, land and livestock in British history, 
prompted the issue of four interesting stamps 
featuring life in medieval England. Oeyo11d a 
few castles and religious cen tres, there were 
practically no listable landmarks except for 
wate rmills of which over 6000 were included in 
the Domesday Book, being regarded as sources 
of ene rgy for grinding corn. 

The survey was ordered by King William I in 
I 086, twenty years after h is successful conquest 
in 1066 and it was completed within 10 
months, a remarkable achievement i11 pre­
compute r days wi th poor commtmications. 

T he Domesday ("Day of Judgement") Book 
graded the population in four classes and life 
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styles: peasants or bondsmen, virtually slaves; 
freemen or burgesses of towns, usually former 
apprentices who had graduated to entry in the 
various craft guilds; knights who had been 
granted lands (seized from the native Anglo­
Sa-"<ons) in return for miliury service dunng the 
invasion; lords and barons invested with 
absolute power over large estates, even to 
allowing ten:rntry to marry and conscription for 
military service when required by ohe King. 

The designs of the four stamps in the series 
reflected the social divisions. The 17p sta111p 
depicts bondsmen working in the fields under 
supervision. T he 22p value features free men at 
work on the crafts. T he 31p denomination 
shows a knight lead ing his pikemen into battle, 
and the 34p stamp po rtrays the lord at the head 
of his banqueting table. T he London design 

t 
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11111, 11\tancy, Tayburn, created the theme for 
1111\, li1c1r first stamp dcsig11 commission and 
11,cy, 111 turn, c111ploycd an ill ustrator, Mabrnus 
I 11l1i-.,11 11p, to Gnish the project which he did, 
, tyh11g hi, designs 011 a med ieval illuminated 
111,II HISCrtpt. 

h >1 l',lCh special issue of stamps, a large 
11u111hcr ofl--lcad Post O ffices use a plain 
h.1111h1.1mp reading "First Day ofrssue", with 
tlw town name and the appropriate date. T his is 
1pplil·d to covers po~tcd in philatelic posting 
li11~1•s 111 the towns concerned. For the 
I li >1 11c~day Book issue nearly 80 towns 
111 q>,ll l'tl ,1 special handstamp bearing rhe 
cu11,·m name of the town and its Anglo-Saxon 
rq111v,1lent as used in the Descrip1ioA11gliae (the 
111!111.11 title of the natio11al survey which 
hri .1111c ~the Domesday Book" around 1179 
Al)). Examples of these handstnmps are: 
l.1b bcria (Aylesbury); Bristelmestune 
(ll11ghto11), Croindenc (C roydon), and Lothu 
Wistoft (Lowestoft). Exceptions to the Anglo­
S.1xo11 rendering were religious centres where 
I .11111 11.1mes had already been adopted, such as 
I hn1.1rnm (York), Cantuena (Canterbury), and 
Vi ii., \,111cc1 Eadmu11di (Bury St Edmunds). 
I l.td I l,1rnsons been operating around 1086 
Al ), th,·y would havt: been at Wicumbc (now 
111,1'1 Wycombe). For historians, postal or 
11IIH·1 w1.,c, a complete list of the towns involved 
111 tl 11, 11>86 exercise appeared in the British 

P/1ilateli:c Bulle1i11 of MJy 1986. T he same issue 
contains an i11forn iativc article on the 
compilation of the Domesday Book. 

The cwo pictorial ~First Day oflssue" 
cancellations for this issue were used at the 
British Philatelic Bureau, featuring an open 
book, and at G loucester where the "deep 
speech" the King had with his advisors in 1085 
led to the decision to proceed with the survey. 
T his Gloucester "f irst Day oflssue" 
handstamp incorporated an excerpt from the 
written record of che "deep speech". 

O nly one constant priming variety is listed. 
O n the 22p scamp (row 1, stamp 2, no dot 
cylinder) the "£" of·DOMliSDAY" is clipped off at 
the lower left corner of the letter. T he PHQ 
postcards were numbered 93 a-d; some 168,000 
sets were produced. The quantities of stamps 
sold by the withdrawal date of 16June 1987 
were: 17p - 35,062,700; 22p - 7,018,700; 31p-
6,249, 100; and 34p - 5,917,000. 
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188: Sport - Commonwealth Games 
and Hockey 

15 July 1986 

T his tribute was to the 13th 
Commonwealth Games, held in 
Edinburgh 24 July - 2 August, 1986; to 

the centenary of the Hockey Association 
(Britain hosted the 6th World Hockey Cup 
Competition for Men, 4-19 October 1986) and 
to the Golden J ubilee of the British Canoe 
Union. The designs were more lively than 
previous issues on the sports theme. 

T he Commonwealth Games originated in 
1930 as the British Empire Games, a four­
yearly event hosted by former Empire 
countries, of which Great Britain is one. 

Britain's first sports stamps were issued in 
1948 to commemorate the O lympic Games, 
held in London. T he designs were symbolically 
associated with the O lympics; but did not 
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illustrate any sporting action. T he 6th British 
Empire & Commonwealth Games held in 
Cardiff in 1958 fared no better. T he fi rst 
"action" designs were those of the 1966 
Football World Cup issue to be followed by tbe 
rather dismal "fuzzy" depictions of runners, 
swimmers and cyclists issued to mark the 9th 
Commonwealth Games of 1970. The 
remaining sports issues prior to 1986 were 
Cricket Centenary (1973), Sailing (1975), 
RacketSporrs (1977), and Cycling (1978). 

N ick Cudworth, a J1ewcomer to stamp 
designing, chose to illustrate his theme in 1986 
by concentrating on the muscular t: ffort each 
sport called for, rather than picturing the 
sportsmen in ful l. T he original issue date of 
22Julywas brought forward to 15July to allow 



_!frltis/1 Sp<'Cial Stamps Sport 

ROYAl M A i l MI N T STAMPS 

1111 llil' !loyal Wedding (Prince Andrew and 
', 11 ,!11 h·1guso11) stamps to be added to the 1986 
I", 1.11 \t.1111ps programme at short notice. 

1111· 17p stamp shows track events (leaving 
du ,1,11 ting blocks); 22p rowing (a reference to 
1111 , ,111m• jubilee); the 29p denomination 
1, 11111 l'S footwork for weight lifting; and the 
I I 11 value depicts shooting (with a tribute to 
d11 '111sl country by the use of St Andrew's 
I , , ,~, 0 11 the competitor's helmet and the 
,1 < 111 AND shoulder flash). 

I I ll' 34p denomination commemorates 
l1t11 kl'Y showing a tackle in action. T he four 
l11Wl' l values were inscribed COMMONWEAL Tll 

1 ,!\MI'S EDINBURGI l 1986; the top (34p) value 
WI IHI I) I IOCKEY CUP LONDON 1986, a courtesy 
11t>t extended to the British Canoe Union for its 
< :olden Jubilee. 

T he 34p I Jockey srnmp is known 
1rnpcrforate, a pair being listed by Gibbons at 
~ I \()() ( 1993 Part 1 catalogue). This also 
pHivades the only constant flaw recorded for 
1111s issue: the •o·• of "HOCKEY" being broken 
m•,11 the top of the letter (row 9, stamp 5, doc 
, yl111dcr). 

T he accidental early release of the 17p value 
11 ( 'ovcntry resulted in some covers being 
d 11<·tl 8 July 1986, while at Liverpool all five 
• ,lm·s were released on 9 J uly and cancelled 
11 , 111 dmgly. This chapter of accidents was 

compounded by the Croydon, Surrey head 
office where first day covers were mis-dated by 
a year, the handstamp used there reading 
"lSJuly 1985". 

T he Edinburgh "First Day oflssue" pictorial 
handstamp featured Edinburgh Castle; that for 
the British Philatelic Bureau pictured runners 
leaving the starting blocks. Another cancellation 
used at Edinburgh during the Games read x 111 

COMMONWEAL TI I GAMES EDINBURGH 1986 and 
included a sketch of three competitors 
(numbered 2, 1 and 3) on the award podium. 
The Royal Mail issued a "Special Souvenir 
Cover" for use with this postmark. The five 
PHQ cards were numbered 94 a-e; some 
160,000 sets were printed. Quantities of stamps 
sold by the withdrawal date (14 July 1987) 
were: 17p - 35,087,400; 22p - 7,157,700; 29p -
6,372,200; 31 p - 6,443,100; and 34p -
6,087,000. 
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189: Royal Wedding 

22J ufy 1986 

1 he programme of special issues for any 
one year begins to take shape at least 
two years before the first stamps of the 

year arc issued. Late additions to the approved 
pro&rramme arc d ifficult to incorporate into the 
very carefully planned printing schedule which 
no rmally accounts for full- time working of the 
available printing capacity. 

Certainly, the two stamps issued on 22July 
1986 to commemorate the marriage of I IRI I 
Prince Andrew, Duke ofYork, and Miss Sarah 
Ferguson caused some consternation. T he 
engagement was announced on 19 March 1986 
after the 1986 programme had already been 
started and the wedding at Westminster Abbey 
almost coincided with the planned release of 
the Commonwealth Games issue . Work on the 
latter was speeded up to allow for the release of 
the Royal Wedding stamps on 22 July, the day 
before the marriage took place. 

Faced with the need for quick designing, the 
Post Office immed iately commissioned the 
designer whose track record of 17 special issues 
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from 1965, embraced five Royalty issues 
including that for The Q ueen's 60th birthday 
earl ier in 1986. It was, o f course.Jeffery 
Matthews who, with approval from 
Buckingham Palace, based h is designs on a very 
i11 fonnal photograph of the engaged couple, 
taken by a close friend of Prince Andrew. The 
Prince is wearing an open-necked shirt (r:,ther 
than being in fu ll naval uniforn1), whik the 
future Duchess posed so as to d isplay the 
engagement ring with its fi ne ruby encircled 
with d iamonds. 

T he two values, 12p and 17p were identical 
in design and colour except for small, but 
significant decajJs. On rhe 12p the obligatory 
~ilhouette of T he Queen's head is 111 silver and 
the panel below the double portrait carries two 
silver bands and wedding bells against a lake­
coloured background. The 17p has T he 
Queen's head in gold and the panel 
incorporates the gold bands of a naval 
lieutenant's cuffs set against a steel-blue 
background. 



IJl'itis/1 Special Stamps Ror,,l if 'L'ddin.i.: 

1 lu om· 1 ccordcd prmcmg flaw 1s of special 
111111nt hcc,111se, exceptionally, an attempt was 
111.1d1· 111rn11 cct the flaw on the cylinder, thus 
I" 11v11l111!l two state~ - the original flaw and the 
11 1n11rh. I'hc flaw 1~ n white scracch on Sarah's 
11111.11 .,hove her hand (on row 9, scamp 5. no 
tln1 , yhndcr) and when retouched appears as a 
1:1,11111 of ~mall grey screening dots. T he 17p is 
h·,tt·d 1mperforMe, cat.,logued by Stanley 
I :,hl10ns ( 1993 Part I catalogue) at £850 as a 
1•111 

1 IH' cwo official first day cancellacions on 22 
1111) \\·c1c both mscnbed THE ROYAL WhDDING. 

tli , 11, ular frame consisting of intertWined 
11hl111m for the British Philatelic Bureau 
, 11111·ll.11io11 and a circlet of wc·dding bells on 
tl11 I 011don SWI cancellation (the Westminster 
Ahh1) postal district). Among several other first 
I 1y, 111rdlations was one used at Basingstoke, 

I tit H. IHAI \-\ f O b l N(; 

I 1,. HU Ith, l'H I 
'"' hi~• ,111oo•r.- ,-111 
\II ,i,.., flU I It dl u\> 

l lants, the post town for the Ferguson home at 
nearby Dummer. 

T he Wedding Day, 23 J nly, was not 
proclaimed a public holiday. Posting boxes were 
provided ar all the normal philatelic postmg 
offices and all covers posted in them received a 
postmMk, similar to the operational handstamp 
usually applied tO bulky packets. T hese 
handstamps included the town name and the 
date, 23 July; there being no reference to the 
wedding itself. 

Two PI lQ postcards were issued on 8 July, 
numbered 95a-b, of which 334,000 sets of two 
were produced. Sales of the stamps by the 
withdrawal d;1te (2'1 July 1987) once again 
demonstrated the popularity of any Royalty 
stamps with the general public since they were 
almost double rhe usual for special issues: 12p -
61 ,642,500; 17p - 59,684,400. 
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190: Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association Conference 
19 August 1986 

34' / 

I n a crowded year of special issues, this 
single-value commemorative was a last­
minute inclusion, despite the fact that 

previous CPA conferences held in London (as 
was this 1986 event) had been marked in 196'1 
and 1973 by special stamps. The 1961 issue 
consisted of bi-coloured 6d and ls.3d stamps, 
the latter providing a remarkable error in that 
the Wilding portrai t ofThe Queen was 
omitted, leaving a large blank square on the 
stamp. In 1973, the issue consisted of8p and 
lOp stamps. All four designs drew on the 
Houses of Parliament for their theme. 

Not for the first time, political pressure was 
exerted on the Post Office to again mark the 
CPA conference philatelically. This London­
based organisation, founded in 1911 during the 
Empire period, holds a conference every year in 
a Commonwealth country when Members of 
Parliament from over 100 branches of the CPA 
based on national, provincial and territorial 
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parliaments in the Commonwealth meet 
informally for discussion and the exchange of 
ideas to promote democratic processes. The 
CPA has no legislative powers. 

As with several o ther single-value special 
issues, the stamp was not at the prevailing 
domestic first class rate (the Post Office has 
always claimed that such an issue is only 
produced at a loss) but at 34p, then the airmail 
Zone C rate for Australia and the far East. 
Naturally, public demand in Britain was 
accordingly reduced so that, inclusive of the 
normal philatelic sales, only 7,089,400 of the 
stamps had been sold by the withdrawal date of 
18August 1987. 

The Post Office commissioned John Gibbs, a 
free-lance designer specialisiug in corporntc 
symbols to produce a design other than one 
based on the Houses of Parliament. Gibbs had 
previously designed the ·1981 International Year 
of the Disabled stamps. This time he came up 
with an ingenious design which conveyed very 
little to the general p11blic and stamp collectors 
alike 11ntil it was explained. 

Printed in off-set lithOf,'Taphy by The l louse 
of Questa, the theme of the dcsig11 was a cross 
such as used on voting papers at democratic 
elections around the world. Printed in red, b lue 
and silver, the intersection of the diagonal lines, 
forming the cross, represented the centre of the 
Commonwealth to which the parricip.,nts had 
come for this particular conference. Unusu~lly 
for special issues of the period, The Queen's 
head is not a profile silhouette; placed centrally 
between the upper arms of the cross is the 
Machin head depicted in relic( 



lfr/1/1/1 Spl'cial Stt1mps < .' I'. I C« ,11/i'l'1'11(<' 

! I ' I I 1~ 1 , ' \ 

lnli11 < :1hbs also designed the Royal Mail first 
I y, ov,·1 wluch was serviced at the 13ritish 

only clue to the nature of the event which was 
not referred co at all in either cancellation. 

I h1l ,1, Ii, Bureau with a pictorial cancellation 
Ill ll I''" .tt1ng some of the rays of the stamp 
1 1r11 I ht• London SW District Office 
1111, lint first day covers with a similar, but 

11 11111 tiwly different, cancellation. Goth offices 
I 11 cl 1ltt cancellations for 19 August 1986, the 

A single PHQ postcard (of which 170,000 
were p rinted) was issued on 5 August 1986, 
numbered 96. T he last minute decision to 
issue the stam p precluded the designing and 
print ing of a presentation pack tO accom pany 
the stamp. 

CO,...,f .l.10NWE,\ LTI/ 8'\RUAMEWTI\RY 
~ CONFERENCE 

HOUSES OF PARLI AM ~NT -
19 th AUGUST 1986 - LDN OON S W I 

Sponsored /1a11dstm11ps. 
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191: The Royal Air Force 

16 September 1986 

Royal Air Force activities were the subj ect 
of earlier issues, as in 1965 when the 
25th anniversary of the Battle of Britain 

resulted in Britain's first se-tenant block of six 
different desif,'TIS (all at 4d) in printed sheets of 
240. There was, aiso, the 1s value in the mixed 
anniversaries set of 1968, which marked the 
50th anniversary of the creation, in 1918, of the 
RAF in succession to the Royal Flying Corps 
and the Royal N aval Air Service of the First 
World War. 

T his issue of 16 September 1986 marked the 
50th anniversary of a vital reconstruction of the 
RAF in 1936. In that year 13omber, Fighter, 
Coastal and l i-a ining Commands were set up 
with the result that an efficient - even if small 
for the task- Fighter Command was ready for 
the outbreak of hostilities in 1939 to defend 
Britain, as in T he Battle of Britain 
immortalized by "the few ". 
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The other commands played their parts in 
winning the war and each of the five stamps in 
the issue pays a personal tribute co the heads of 
the three active service commands and to two 
other outstanding leaders of the RAF. These 
exceptional philatelic tributes to such rccencly 
deceased leaders, who are portrayed in 
conj unction with the aircraft usually associated 
with their names, were designed by Bria11 
Sander.s whose earlier work for the Post Office 
embraced the Police stamps (1979), Fishing 
(1981) and Youth Organisations (1982). 

The 17p scamp features Lord Dowding 
(1882-1970) and a Hurricane aircraft -
Dowding was a member of the Air Council 
from 1930 to 1936 and in that capacity urgently 
promoted production of the I lurricanc in 
advance of1939. lt was pilots of these 
sophisticated fighter aircr:1ft who in 1940 shot 
down more enemy aircraft than all thc other. 

~ 
~ 
LORO POAfALI l.!O:.OUITO 



d ll'urc ,urcraft combined. The 22p value 
p111 tr .,ys Lord 1cddcr ( 1890-1967), Deputy 
Supreme Allred Commander under General 
I r"·nhowcr, and the Typhoon aircraft noted for 
p.1v111p; the way for aircraft superiority in 
1dv,111cc ofland bMtles. 

l'hc 29p de11omi11 ~tiou shows Lord 
ltt m-hard (1 873- 1956), "Pathe r" of the RAF by 

v,1111t· of being the first C hief of the Air Staff. 
1111I DI I 9A (the de I laviland "Nine Ack") 
1111-\k engined bi-plane bomber ofrhe First 

\\rorld War. T he 31p stamp depicts Sir Arthur 
( Bomber") 1 larri~ (1892- 1984), ofBombcr 
( 'ommand, and an (Avro) Lancaster bomber, 
d11· backbone of the attacking forces over 
< ;crmany in the Scco11d World War. 

The 34p value features Viscount Portal 
(1893-1971) overall head of the RAF for the 
greater pare of the Second World War, having 
won the Military C ross and the DSO (and bar) 
d11r111g 1000 hours offlying in the First World 
WJr with the old RFC - pictured with an RAF 
Mosquito, the remarkable light-weight, 
wooden airframcd bomber which was able to 
avoid interception in bombing raids. 

Although no constant printing flaws arc 
listed, three important errors arc catalogued by 
Stanley Gibbons. The 17p is known 
11npcrforatc,and is listed at £950 per joined pair. 
fhc 22p eX1sts with the face value ("22p") and 

The Queen's head missing, both errors 
emanating from the same three sheets of 
stamps on which the vertical row 1 lacked the 
face value and the adjoining row 2 lacked the 
Royal silhouette, each crrnr being priced by 
G ibbons at £400 (1993 Part 1 catalogue). 

T he British Philatelic Bureau used a first day 
cancellation with the centra l motif of an outline 
of a First World War Sopwith Camel. T he 
second Post Office pictorial "First Day oflssue" 
cancellation was used at Farnborough, Hant~ 
(still the main RAF research centre) and had a 
Tornado aircraft for its theme. N early a dozen 
other towns with RAF association employed 
specially - designed day of issue cancellations. 

~Gt. Afl,,b ~- ~ 
~ t),-~ ~Q 
<o~~ > 
I - · ~ m 

6./· "'~ ~;..._ 
Cf,tll,vK\~0{-<i" 

fsroNt 
A sponsored /ia11dstamp. 

FIFTY 
YEARS 

OFTH[ 
SPITFIRE 

16 SEPT 1986 

The five PHQ postcards (print order 170,000 
sets) were numbered 97a-e, and sales of the 
stamps by the withdrawal date of 15 September 
1987 were: 17p-35,497,000; 22p- 7,124,200; 
29p-6,343,200; 3 1p- 6,407,700; and 34p-
6,056,000. 
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192: Christmas 1986 

18 November/2 December 1986 

T he customary C hristmas stamps provide 
the greatest chal lcnge each year for the 
Royal Mail Stamp Advisory Committee 

who arc anxious to find a new slant on wh ich to 
base the issue . Certainly, Christmas 1986 
included some surprises with its total of six 
different denominations. The designer, Lynda 
G ray, a newcome r to stamp designing but an 
illustrator with m any years of C>-'Perience 
behind her, found a mid-way course between 
the usual p urely secular or rclii:,>ious theme. l ler 
five designs (the 12p and l3p shared the same 
design) were all related to English customs and 
legends associated w ith the church in one way 
or another, but not directly associated with the 
Nativity. 
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T he 12p and 13p stamps feature pi lgrims at 
the G laston bury Thorn, the legendary site of 
Joseph o f Arimathea's fi n a I preach ing 
engageme nt and w hen: a tho rn bush (flowering 
twice a year - o n C hristmas Eve and d u ring the 
Spring) was planted by Joseph. The 18p value 
depicts The Tanad Valley Plygain, an early 
Christmas morning caro l service, held between 
3am and 6am , a Welsh tradition which survived 
into the 20th century in s0111e areas. All the 
participants hold a lighted c:mdlc to symbo lise 
the coming of the Light o f the Wo rld. 

T he 22p denomination shows The l lcbridcs 
Tribute (or Dioladl, Pierce), based on Western 
Isles folklore w hich considered that Christ 
command ed Peter to row 707 srrokcs before 



Hdris/1 Specidl Stamps Christ111<1s 1986 

, .1td1111g a miraculous fish. On C hristmas Day, 
1 wht 111to the 20th century, fishermen from 
l h\t followed tradition and d istrib11ted the 
1 nulting catcl1 to the needy of the district. The 
\Ip value features the Dcwsbury Church 
I Ill II, a Yorkshire tradition dating from the 
I Ith century involving the ringing of the tenor 
hdl tmce for each year of Christ's life. 

l'hc top value, 34p, portrays the Hereford 
lloy Bishop, recalling a thousand-year old 
11,1d1tio11 whereby choir boys from cathedrals, 
p.111,h churchc~ and a few church schools, 
, lnted a mock bishop from among their own 
11111nber to conduct the a(T'airs of the real bishop 
Imm St Nicholas' Day, 6 December, until 28 
I >ccember. H ereford was an early example of 
the custom, which Queen Elizabeth I 
.,bolished. 

T he set of jive stamps from 13p co 34p went 
on ,,11<: on 18 November 1986. The 12pwas 
•~sued 0 11 2 December and was valid for use 
unul 24 Den·mhcr a~ ifit had been a l3p 
, t.1111p, the ba,IC 5econd class stamp in general 
use for post111g C lmstmas cards. T his 12p 
stamp was sold in blocb of 10 for £ 1.20 per 
block, a saving of I Op on the then current 
second-class rate. From 2 December the 13p 
was also available in a specially-designed 
Christmas pack containing 36 stamps which 
were sold for C4.30, a savmg of 38p. T his 
printing of 13p stamps was d istinguished by an 

underprint of blue double-l ined stars (a 
measure co prevent accidental sale at full face 
value) and by a slightly wider phosphor band 
than the normal 100 stamp sheet issue. Some 
4 million packs were produced. The stamps and 
packs were withdrawn from sale at Post O ffices 
on C hristmas Eve 1986, the pack was also 
withdrawn from sale at the 13ureau and 
philatelic counters the same day. Otherwise the 
13p-34p stamps remained on philatelic sale 
until 17 N ovember 1987, the 12p until 
I December 1987. 

T here were five Pl IQ postcards, one each 
for the 13p to 34p stamps, numbered 98a-e, 
of which 180,000 sets were issued on 
4 November. T here was no card for the 12p 
stamp which was also omitted from the 
presentation pack for this issue. As usual, a 
Christmas acrogrammc was also issued on 18 
N ovember. It sold at 30p of which 26p was for 
postage, and the balance to meet the cost of 
product ion. Designed by Lynda G ray, thi~ 
pictorial aerogramme illustrated the seasonal 
custom of using evergreens for decorating the 
interiors of churches and homes. Sales at 
I, 180,200 were a little lower than for previous 
years. 

T he quantities of stamps issued were: 12p ­
l00,613,200; 13p - 164,743,600; 18p -
148,542, 100; 22p - 16,635,800; 31 p -
14, 188,300; aud 34p - 12,359,100. 
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I '111 7 ~ spc, 1,d st.1m ps iss11l'd 111 1985 and 1986 contained som e of 
tl 11· 111mt pop11L11 ,llld intnesting designs of the 1980s. The Age of 
Sti·.1111 was relived in Terence Cunco's pain tings on the "Famous 
' I 1,1111s" sumps, the m usic of I landel, l foist, Delius and Elgar was 
I l'Cil k-d by the European Music Year set. Four designs by Paul 
I logarth celebrated the 350th anniversary of the Royal Mail as a 
public postal service and British Film Year stamps depicted some 
nf our greatest stars Peter Sdlers, David N iven, Charlie Chaplin, 
Vivien Leigh and Alfrt·cl I l itchcock. 

The AppearalHT ol I Lillcy's ( :0111et was co1n111emorated by 
fou r co11trovl'rsi:i l dl's1g11s hy c,1rtoo111st ltilph Steadinan. A 
photographic appro,11 11 was t.1k111 fill d11· st.1111ps n·k·brating thl· 
Q ne<:u 's 60th lmtlid,1y .rnd dh1st1 .1tnl 111nhl·v:d 111a1111scripts 
lllspirccl the set 111,11 k111g t hl' 1JllOtl1 ,u111 1vc1 s,11 y of tl 1e Domesday 
!look. 

The I ltstory o f tlH IV\1 • ~11111)'\ I, .,111 1nl so111e of our b1·st­
k11ow11 ,1in 1.1fl tl H I I 111111 .1111 , J yp l 1111111, I >I 1,1)/\, L111c;1stt·1 ,111d 
Mosq111to, witl1 tl11 11·1, v.111 1, hu I, 111 tl11 HAI·. The Christ111,1~ 
st.t111ps fi:a t111 nl 1'.1111111111111 1 li. 11 ,11 It 1N ,111t l h ,lk Customs. 

111 d11s hook, h ,1111 1•, I,, 1111n ly II II~ II 1< ~,or y of each issul' w ith 
11st·htl 11lfo1111.1 l111111111 tl11• d1 ,11•,11~, ii, '"1"'1 1,, printing varil·tics, 
fi rst daycovn~. JH 1,t111.11I ~. ~1.1 1111•, 11,lt1 11111 prcsentatioo packs. 

T hest· .11tu k s, 1,111111111 ,1 1•1111111.11 ~• 11,-., 0 11 British Special 
Sta111ps '10111 l'J.l I 111 l'IH•I 111rl,l1~l1td J,. 1wn·11 1974 and 1992 in thr 
llntish l'lul.1trli, 1111 11, 1111 il ,c· 1111yd M ,ii magazine for stamp 
rolkt'tms, 

DtMf\llt'd hy M,1th11·,1111 I l1°'1p,11, I 1111111111 11 'IM ,~,A 
1'111lll'd 111 < ;11·,11 11, 11.1111 hy· < I, 1111·111 /\ I , ,;I< , I 111111l'd, Lon don SEl 3AA. 
l'nbl"lwd by 11111"'1 l'l 11 l.11r l11 ll1ill1·1111, ll11yil M11l, 
11, 1 " ' 11111111 s, 11·r1, 111,1111111 rt· 1 M 'ii'/', 
l•l lt11y.1 I M,111 11111.1 

5 01472 1 101408 > 
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