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TID BITS 
Our heartfelt sympathy is extended 

to the family of Rev. Paul Piechocki 
of Middleton, Conn., who passed away. 
The late member Rev. Piechocki intro­
duced the Beeba - Polonus style -
to Eastern societies. 

" ,, * 
• Good luck to Chicago member Joe 

Olszewski who moved into his new 
building at 1306 W. 51st Street where 
lie opened a barber shop. 

* * * 
At the August 27th program meeting 

Doc Kozy gave an informative histo­
rical and philatelic talk on the Polish 
astronomer Nicholas Kopernik and a 
forgotten Polish patriot Adalbert Trl}p· 
czynski. 

A Beeba followed which was attended 
by guests from the downtown C.P.S. • 
S.P.A. Show. Among the guests were 
George Ritter of Tampa, Fla., Dr. 
,Tames Mateyka, J. C. Pennington of 
St. Louis, Mo., Elsworth Post, and 
many, many others. 

,:,: * * 
An Editorial Staff for the BULLE­

TIN was named at a · recent board 
meeting. It consists of Zdzislaw Ohara 
as chairman, V. Rachmanov, Dr. L. 
P . Kozakiewicz, M. Steczynski, Steve 
Rich, C. Makowski, ,John Bobo and 
A. Banasiak. 

* * * 
The Society of Philatelic Americans 

awarded POLONUS a plaque naming 
us as Chapter No. 110 in the S.P.A. 

Barney Fialkowski received a bronze 
medal for getting 14 new members f_or 
the S.P.A. Ben Reeves received a New• 
berry award for service to philately. 
He was also re-elected President of 

September-October, 1954 

the S.P.A. Steve Rich received an 
honorary life membership. And Vin­
cent Domanski Jr. was made a director. 

Taking pa1·t in the C.P.S.-S.P.A, 
Exhibit and winning silver medals 
were Steve Rich, Theo. Light and My­
ron Steczynski. Dr. Russell R. Voorhees 
walked off with a gold medal. Doc 
Kozy's stamps were in the court of 
honor. At a bourse table, dealer RoIJJan 
Reinowski seemed very busy and had 
no complaints about business, 

* * * 
For the second meeting in October 

a Donation Raffle will be held. Only 
members present will be able to parti• 
cipate, A Poland No. 1 donated by 
Doc Kozy will be raffled off. 

* * * 
Our BULLETINS will now be found 

on the shelves of the library of the 
Royal Philatelic Society, London. 

* * * 
Frank Kovarik, the Czechoslovak 

Bulletin Editor, returned home from 
a hospital after an auto accident. 

* * * 
Did you know that Dr. M.E. Uznan• 

ski collects Submarine Mail f Program 
Chairman Zdzislaw Ohara, upon disco­
vering this, promptly talked him into 
preparing a lecture and scheduled him 
for the Nov, 26th program meeting, 

* * * 
Spirited bidding took place at our 

August 23rd auction conducted by Ro­
man .Reinowski. This was followed by 
a swap nite and Beeba. 

* * * 
Dr. Russell R. Voorhees of 1844 E. 

86th St., Cleveland, Ohio, is looking 
for commercial air covers, Will trade 
or buy. 
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VLADIMIR RACHMANOV 
(Reprinted from "The Collectors Club Philatelist" Vol. XXIX, No. I ) 

Vladimir Rachmanov was born in 
,rarsaw on April 27, 1886. Since 1905 
he has eollected the stamps of Hanover, 
Uussia, ·British Colonies, and also runl 
issues. In 1907 he joined the Philatelists 
Club in Betersburg, bec@ming 11, specia­
list in the stamps @f eastern Europe. 
After his return to Warsaw, Rachma• 
nov began collecting Switzerland, and 
within six years his collection was 
awarded first prize in 1922 at the Inter­
national Exhibition in Geneva. 

In 1918 he began forming a highly 
specialized collection of reborn Poland, 
which he used as a basis for the first 
handbook of Polish stamps, published 
in 1925. 

At the exhibition in Warsaw in 1928, 
his Polish collection received a gold 
medal and the honorary award of the 
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. For 
his collection of stamps and covers of 
1:858-1860, he · received gold medals in 
Antwerp, Brussels and Warsaw. 

Between 1923 and 1925 he contri­
buted his time and effort to the found­
ing an? dev-elopment of the Polish Pos-

ta! •Museum in "·arsaw, was for several 
years president of the Polish Philatc- • 
lie Society i-n Warsaw, also the first 
president of the Federation of Philate­
lic Societies in Poland. 

In the years 1928-38 Rachmanov was 
a member of the jury at philatelic 
exJ1ibitions in Gdansk (three times), 
Berlin, Hamburg, Koenigsburg, Paris, 
Vienna, P1·ague, Copenhagen and Torun. 
For his philatelic works he was awar­
ded a gold medal at 'fIPEX in 1936, 
and a special plaque NORDOST in 
Koenigsberg, also a plaque SA VO in 
Vienna for his pre-stamp postmarks. 

Rachmanov is an -honorary member 
of the Societe Francaise de Timbrolo· 
gie, the Philatelic Alliance in Torun, 
the International Alliance of Philate­
lists in Dresden, founder and member 
of SA VO in Vienna, and member of 
the Philatelic Academy in Paris, the 
Collectors Club of New York and the 
Polonus Philatelic Society of Chicago. 
He and his family are now making 
their home in New York. 

- --- ------- ----
TIRST ANNUAL PICNIC 

On Sunday September 12th the first 
Polonus Picnic was held and will be 
long remembeFed by those who were 
there. 47 people motored to Aquilla 
Resort in Powers Lake, Wisconsin. 
Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz proved a perfect 
host. Besides offering members the 
use of his lodge, he put out a free 
breakfast for the early arrivals. 

A busy day followed. A volley ball 
match was held in which the ladies 
beat the men three games in a row. 
Eme1·gin.g as champs of the raw egg 
throwing contest were ,John Skotnicki 
and daughter Patricia. Free prizes were 
given to many at the various raffles 
that were held. 'l'hanks to Ben Reeves 
for the many prizes he donated. 

And thanks again to Doc Kozy for 
being a wonderful host. 

EXPERTS COMMITTEE 
An epxertising service is available 

to members only. Send in your material 
and include a stamped self-ttddressed 
envelope. · 

POLAND GENERAL: V. Rachma-
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nov, 214-17 47th Ave., Bayside, L . I., 
N. Y. 

COUNTERFEITS & FORGERIES: 
Ben Reeves, 4429 N. Keystone Ave., 
Chicago 30, Ill. 

KRAKOW I SSUES: John Gapinski, 
814 N . Ashland Ave., Chicago 22, Ill.; 
Myron Steczynski, 4154 N. LeClaire, 
Chicago 41, Ill.; Frank Wolosewick, 
4029 Warwick Ave., Chicago 41, Ill.; 
.Tack Domar, 3715 Clinton Ave., Ber­
wyn, Ill. 

W ARSA'W LOCALS: Jack Domar. 
LOCALS, NO 1. & LUBLIN ISSUES : 

D1·. L. P . Kozakiewicz, 1530 N. Darnen 
Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 

* * * 

Any memberR with multiple pieces 
of the 10 ha!. Newspaper stamp (Scott 
P-4) are asked to send them to Jack 
Domar of the Experts Committee. Mr. 
Domar will pay the postage both ways. 
He is plating the 10 ha!. stamp and 
compiling data compiling data which 
will be used in experfising them, 

.r. .J. Domar's address : 3715 Clinton 
Rt., Berwyn, Ill. 
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The Stamps of the Second Poznan Issue 
by V. Rachmanov 

The following is reprinted from THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST, the publication of THE COLLECTORS CLUB, 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N.Y., which publishes six 
times a year philatelic research articles from outstanding stu­
dents. Membership in THE COLECTORS CLUD is open to 
qualified philatelists all over the world. 

A 11 sheets of the provisionals of 
this value show in both left corners 
small markings which coincide with the 
corner perforation and were used to 
in sure correct position of the sheets 
during the surcharging process. They 
can be found in the perforation of 
position 1 and 91. Due to those mark­
ings the surcharges are always· in the 
center of the stamps and no shifted 
surcharges of stamps are known. 

Inverted surcharges of this value are 
unknown and exist only as forgeries. 

CANCELLATIONS 
The great majority of genuine stamps 

of this second provisional Poznan issue 
are used, as the purchasers used them 
mostly on philatelic inspired covers or 
had them cancelled to order. Unused 
copies are considerably rarer and de• 
serve a much higher price than used 
ones, although most catalogs give va­
luation~ contrariwise. For a printing of 
only 10,000 to 12,000 copies, they are 
prieed much too low in most catalogs, 
especially in the Scott Catalog. 

The great majority of these stamps 
were cancelled with new Polish town 
a 11<1 date cancellers, which can be re• 
cognized by a "o" after the indication 
of the hour in the date. I know of the 
following cancellations: 

GNIEZNO *l*, *lb, *le, *le, *lf, *2* 
.TARACZEWO 
ODOLANOW 
OPALENICA 
OSTRZESZOW 
POZNA~ *la, *lk, *3b, *3f, *5a, *9c 
SKALMIERZYCE ***, *a* 
STRZELNO 
'fRZEMESZNO 
WITKOWO 
WOLSZTYN 
WRZEEINIA **a, **b 
Of old German postmarks (single 

circles) I have seen only the following: 
BUKOWICE (Kr.NEUTOMISCHEL) 
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Oct. 8, 1919) 
KUSCHLIN (Nov. 4, 1919) 
On registered letters, only German 

registration labels, with German town 
names can be found, as Adelnau for 
Odolauow, Gnesen for Gniezno, Posen 
for Pozna11, Wreschen for Wrzesnia, etc. 

FORGERIES 
Only of few p1·ovisionals can such a 

large number of faked surcharges be 
found as of the second Poznan pro­
visionals. Over a dozen of more or 
less dangel'Ous forgeries are known of 
each value. It is impossible to give 
the characteristics of these forgeries 
as this would fill many pages. It would 
not be of much use anyway as some 
of the dangerous forgeries .ean only 
be recognized by the specialist, who 
has the necessary experierrce and has 
large reference material available. This 
task is a very difficult one as some 
forgeries ean be found with the sig­
nature of well known experts or repu• 
table stamp dealers who have sold 
them in good faith as originals. The 
faked surcharges can be found litho­
graphed as well as typographed, unused 
as well as used (with genuine pre­
dated or faked cancellations) and even 
on bogus covers. 

I am sure that at least 75% of these 
provisionals in collections in this coun­
try are forgeries. To enable collectors 
to exclude them from their collections, 
I advise that :' the opinion of a recog­
nized -E~pert Committee be sought. 
Furthermore, prospective purchasers of 
these stamps would be well advised to 
follow a similar procedure. 

Before closing this · article, I want 
to draw the attention of the Scott 
Catalog· to ·the fact, that these two pro• 
visionals as well as the provisionals 
of the first Poznan issue are listed in 
the Scott Catalog under Germany, Po­
lish Occupation (Seott No .. NlOl-107). 
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'But these provisionals belong under 
Poland, as they were issued in the 
second half of 1919, when the province 
of Poznan was definitely a part of 

. Poland. They were issued by the Poz­
nan Postal Administration which was 
·a civilian authority and had nothing 
to do with military occupation. The 
Poznan provisionals are without any 
doubt regular Polish stamps and should 
be listed under Poland. It is to be 
hoped that the present erroneous list• 
ing will be corrected in the next edi• 
tion of the Scott Catalog. 

POLISH CELEBRATION AT 
MONTE CASSINO 

On the 19th of May, 1954, a cele­
bration at Monte Cassino took place 
commemorating the tenth year of the 
victory at the bloody battles- of the 
Polish 2nd Corps at the monastery of 
Monte Cassino. On that day the official 
post office_ in Cassino had a commemo­
rative cancellation for all correspon• 
dence. The cancellation was in the form 
of a horizontal oblong imprinted: DE· 
CIMO ANNIVERSARIO DELLA BAT· 

.. TAGLIA DI (MONTE CASSINO) 2-0 
CORPO POLOCCO 19 MAGGIO 1954. 
In translation: Tenth Anniversary of 
the Battle of Monte Cassino, 2nd Polish 
Corps, May 19, 1954. 

For Polish philatelists, and espec"ially 
• those collecting commemorative postal 

cancellations this is a great souvenir. 
...:. V. Hermanowski 

NEW MEMBER 
Rev. Dr. Henry Misiak 
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New York 63, N. Y. 
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Publications Committee 

Zdzislaw Ohara, Chairman 
2028 W. McLean Ave. 

Chicago 47, Ill. 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

4329 W. Walton St. 
Chicago :'il, Ill. 

Associate Editors this issue 
Jack Doma1· • 

V. Rachmanov 
V. Hermanowski 

Polonus Philatelic Society is non•. 
political. The views expressed by the 
authors of articles appearing herein 
do not necessarily express the views 
of the Polonus Philatelic Society. 

STAMP SHOWS IN CHICAGOLAND 
Roosevelt Phil. Soc.-Englewood Maso• 

nic_ Temple, 6735 Yale, Oct. 16 & 17. 
Hawtho"rne Stamp Club, Albright Gym, 

Cermak at 50th Ave., Nov. 4 & 5 . 
First Czechoslovak Phil. Soc., Olympic 

Bldg., 613.6 Cermak Rd., Nov. 6 & 7. 
Ravenswood. Stamp Club; Finnish Hall, 

4219 Lincoln Ave., Nov. 6 & 7. 
Polonus Phil. Soc., ,Falcons Hall, 1062 

N. Ashland Ave., March 4, 5 & 6. 
North Shore Phil. Soc., • Edgewater 

Beach Hotel, March 11, 12 & 13 . 
APPl,ICANT • PENDING 

Frank Rizzo 
718 N. May Street 

Chicago 22, Ill. 
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POLAND SPECIALIZED 
' N o. lTsed ... , ............. $11.00 No. 57 20h Krakow mint...... 4.00 

No. 1 On Cover .......... ', . . 20.00 No. 59 30h Krakow ·mint. . . . . . 8.00 
No. 30-40 Lublins mint........ 3.25 No. 2:'il Warsaw Sheet mint.... 9.00 

" No. 41 3h Krakow mint....... 9.00 No. 280-1 Katowice Exh. mint. 3.25 
. ,No. 42 5h Krakow mint ........ 9.00 No. 294-304 Tourist Issue mint 2.50 

N o. 44 ]Oh Krakow mint....... 9.00 No. 306-7 Gordon . Bennett · mint 1.60 
, No. 50 90h Krakow ,used ........ 40.00 No. Rl:'i-25 Na Skarb mint .... 11.00 
:-No. 50 H0h Krakow thin z used 190.00 No. J7 40h Postage • Due mint 21.00 
: X o. ,33 3k ' Krakow m~nt. . . . . . . 3.00 No. Jl2 50 / 42h Postage Due mint 3.50 
• No. 54 4k Krakow nunt .... .... . •. 6.50 No. Pl-:3 Newspaper mint ...... 3.75 

Schaubek Spring Back Poland Album .Comp}ete lf60 - 1952, ..... Postpaid $8.00 
, Scott - Elbe Albums - Catal6gs & Supplies 

TWIN-EAGLE STAMP CO. 
.... . BIENIECKI & BURKIEWICZ 

.•. 2140 IOWA. or BOX 391 GRANITE CITY, ILL. 
'111tllttlt11UtlUIIIUlllltll l llfUllflflltlllllltllllllltlllllllllllllllUllltlll ............ lllllllllllllllllllllllllllltflllllll ............................. , 
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