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POLSKA 73: Poland’s Greatest Stamp Exlnbrtlon

By DR. MIECZYSLAW A. LIPINSKI

On September 2, 1973 POLSKA The National Grand Prix was
73, which opened August 19th | given to Stanistaw Dolinski of
officially closed its doors. Results | Poland for his Kingdom of Po-
of the judging were annournced | land 1858-1865.
the day before the closing. The International Grand Prix

° The Grand Prix in the Court | was presented to Aamad Khor-
of Honor went to Gunnar Roos | chic of Iran for Persia and Iran
of Sweden for his specialized | 1868-1880. Best Copernicus Exhi-
ancient Sweden 1855-1872.In the | bit was Mieczyslaw Czernik's
competitive classes: “Copernicus and His Time.”

Mhhn.tus huruhibn.tmn73 und.trludiudiouofWelnf
Zachariasiewicz. Left to right: Jan Haniewicz, Alfred Szebel Mrs. Honiewicz, two
ladies and a gentleman from the U.S. Consulate in Poxnan, Walenty Ponlecki (di-
rectly behind them), Mapoleon Ibyszewski end W. Zochariasiewicz. Stooping are
three U.S. Postal Service girls. In the right half of photo are: U.S. Consul, Mr.
Lopatkiewicz with daoughter and wife, Joseph Migala, Mrs. and Jerzy Kucharski,
ond Frank Wolesewick. « 16



Alfred Sxzebel, official Polonus mpnmlcﬂn ot POLSKXA 73, preulmlg mocial

Polonus clbnln to Dr. Mieczyslaw Lipinski,
Similar albume were presented to Messrs. Witkowski,

A total of 1195 exhibits re- |
ceived 17 grand gold, 52 gold, 110 |
vermeil, 208 silver, 292 gilt, 349
bronze medals and 167 diplomas.

Poles and .many of Polish ori-
gin from the U.S., Canada, Eng-
land, and Australia participated
in the co titive class and ma-
ny won medals. Numerous Polo-
nus members were among the
visitors.

The exhibits were presented in
eleven pavillions. Pavillion #24
. showed Copernicus and space re-
search material, the U.S. lunar
postal box, the moon rock, and
all the designs of the U.S. Coper-
nicus stamp contest organized by
the Polish American Congress.

Over 340,000 admission tickets
were sold at the exhibition. A
set of stamps and souvenir sheet
were issued. 10,000 catalogs were
printed in five languages.

In connection with the exhi-
bition there were other festivi-
ties like the showing of Moniusz- |
ko’s opera “The Terrible Court”;

concerts by the Poznan choirs;

the first Polonus member in Poland.
Loszkiewicz and Kamski.
a balloon flight which carried
malil; ete.

POLSKA 73 was the best Po-
lish philatelic event in the last
25 years. Proof of this is the fact
that organizers of-future inter- -
national shows, INTERNABA 74,
STOCKHOLM’IA 74 and PARIS
75 had sent their representatives
to. Poznan tQ ‘study the opera.
tions of POLSKA' 73. v

A VISIT TO POLSEA 73
By Dr. Mu! A. Komiefiski -

The Polish,ﬁInt.ernationa!
Stamp Exhibition held in Poz-
nan this summer, was an over-
whelming success with record
crowds and well over 6000
frames of 16 page exhibits. Her
Majesty the Queen of England
and Prince Rainier of .Monaco
had their collections in the
Court of Honor.” The United
States also had an_ impressive
display. My Krakéw Overprints
and Polish Postal History - 1923,
won a silver medal.

I gave a slide illustrated lec-

(Continued on page 316-7)
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The perforating process being
slower than the printing; this
left only the solution, i.e. to ac-
celerate the perforating by in-
creasing the number of sheets
to be perforated. This entailed
perforating 20 sheets at a time.
It should be noted that the
same machines when used by
the Austrians, only perforated
10 sheets at a time. The increase
in speed was essential ‘because
of the time lag between print-
ing and perforating and was one
of the factors which -created
special characteristics in rela-
tion to the perforation.

The second factor was the
equipment in use by Polish
Printing Works, viz. old ani
badly constructed Austrian msx-

chines; of this we intend to des-

cribe more fully in the next part
of our work. It was obvious thit
the machines could not with-
stand the burden placed upon
them. The resistance of 20
sheets was too great to over-
come without some reaction.
This in turn created technical
complications which was again
reflected on the perforation. To
describe it we have had to in-
troduce the term, “inconstancy”.
In our terminology is some sori
of movable perforation. It dif-
fers from regular and irregul:r
perforations.

Except for regular perfora-
tions 11 and 114, all regular per-
forations “expanded” down-
wards and overlapped the neigh-
boring “half”. For instance,
gauge 13 on certain occasions
becoming 124 and is still a re-
gular perforation. All irregular
have movements in two direc-
tions — expand downwards and
thicken upwards. The most pe-
culiar gauge is 12 to 124 which
expands to 11 and thicken be-
yond 18 (see fig. No. 2).

These two factors: the speed
and the quality of machines —
created the characteristic pile-
ture of Polish perforations dur-
ing the Polish Mark Period.

(5) MACHINES

Evidence

We shall attempt to penetrate
the shroud of mystery which has
so far surrounded these “Old
Austrian Machines”. It is true
that our evidence is limited and
at this stage incomplete.

As to proof, that such trans-
fers of machines (from Vienna
to Warsaw) took place we pre-
sent: A.) the document, B.) the
declaration of the officials in-
directly involved in the event,
C.) the statements of two eye-
witnesses and D.) the result of
our investigation into the Aus-
trian and Polish perforated
stamps.

Each of these we shall consi-
der under separate leadings.
A) We illustrate a photostat
copy of two pages (entitled “Po-
len”) of the index to documents
of the V.S.P.W., dated 1919 (see
fig. No. 10 a & b). The original
documents have been destroyed,
according to an official state-
ment, during the 1939-1945 war,
We give a translation of the im-
portant items suitably num-
bered which, we think, germane
to our study.

1. Request of authorization to

act in Polish affairs.

2. Request of permit of the
State Finance Bureau for
export of shoes (to Poland).

6. Transfer of printing of Po-
lish banknotes.

10. Agreement No. 2 about print-
ing Polish banknotes and re-
ceiving for that service com-
pensation in coal, petroleum,
benzine, potatoes and flour.

Polonus Bulletin, November 1973

316-3



7/
7

77 S NGE !

; = lz.;&z_dhm/ /-//J" el
' . 2 S

N 77 77 B ,«5 Ty, Spls
n,.:,:..,‘z_z;_&_.czzf

- 4 < eé- g A B LA
'W o AL ot FEL

e e e L R e b g <

s _—_.Lﬂ_ﬁ—w""/hm Zis
| BTN 77 APy RS S PR W

""' :-.-n-f-‘.»w“m« /”’-"- " e
‘ By s, il —F%MM

\ B R A ——

] m.,;.«..g;._z..,.z!%’ '/m- b
0| Gllpuid ik - Gty Bkl hodillinstilt 7]
1 S/ 2

316-4 Polonus Bulletin, November 1973



er Rl ok e i
. Staamarchiv z e
P s i Algemenes Verwalngechiv LiE T T
Wien | Walnerswale $ o 3
= Al et v VAT J
=N | Y -

FIG. 108

Polonus Bulletin, November 1973

316-5



18. Estimate for gummed paper
for stamps.

Exchange office - asking to
send our officials (to Po-
land) to conclude compen-
sation agreement of goods.
Finance Minister Bilinski -
transfer of two wagons of
potatoes to Bank. (Austrian
Emission Bank).

26. See machines.
We have to emphasize two
items - No. 18 and 26.

The item No. 18 could be a
letter from Polish Authorities.
Unfortunately we do not know
the reply given by the VSP.W.
and we do not know of the ex-
istance of any agreement for
the delivery of gummed paper to
Warsaw. But from the enfry we
can infer that the Polish Minis-
try of Posts and Tel.—had dif-
ficulties with gumming paper or
were faced with a shortage of

paper. This occured during the
middle of 1919, when Poland
was at war. It is possible that
the production of paper had not
commenced as yet in the coun-
trv.

Item No. 26 - “see machines”
- refers to a previous document,
which in all probability was set-
tled at the end of 1918. We pre-
sume however, that a small
number of machines was trans-
fered to Warsaw as the answer
to emergency requirements. This
fact is known to us by testimony
of the person who visited War-
saw and who had been in a pri-
vate firm producing postage
stamps on behalf of the Polish
Government at the beginning of
1919. He has stated that he had
seen in Warsaw a few of the
perforating machines which (he
suspected) had previously be-
longed to V.S.P.W. On the other
hand, two sets of stamps issued
in 1919 for the central part of

22,

Poland in Marks and Koronas

were perforated by machines
with two gauges only - 10 and
11} (four machines). Therefore
we shall call these—the first
transfer.

At the same time, the entry in

the index item No. 26 refers to
a new consideration by V.S.P.W.
about these machines, which
took place during the second
half of 1919. This reference Is
to final settlement, which is
known to us from other sources,
from eye-witnesses, to which we
intend to return later. We shall
call this the second transfer.
B.) All stories related to us by
officials of V.S P.W., from state
archives or from other institu-
“ions in Vienna were agreed as
to one point—that is—that such
a transfer had actually taken
place and is therefore an undis-
puted fact.
C.) Before we come to eye-wit-
nesses accounts, it is necessary
to recall some of the historical
background relating to the
historical background relating
to the transfer of the machines
in question.

The Treaty of St. Germain
was concluded on September 10,
1919, It settled the new situa-
tion of defeated Austria and at
the same time it regulated the
connection between Austria and
her successors. The Treaty had
territorial scheme to all prob-
lems involved, but interpreta-
tion of the Treaty was a broad
one. For instance, the machines
producing the stamps, although
stored in Vienna, were also sub-
jected to a cesssion. For all prac-
tical purposes, the execution of
the Treaty was in the hands of
the Allied Liguidation Commis-
sion, which consisted of dele-
gates from the main victorious
Powers.

(To be continued)
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ture to the Research Council of
the Polish Philatelic Association
on the Krakéw Issues. Also lec-
tured before the Krakéw Stamp
Club, while in that city, on the
“Weichselflotille”, the Vistula
River gun-boats of the first
world war.

The Polish Philatelic Associa-
tion awarded me a medal of
merit: “For Philatelic journal-
ism and popularization of Po-
lish Philately in Canada and
the United States.” This is the
second such medal given to an
individual outside of Poland.
Mirostaw Bojanowicz of London
received the first. I was also
honored with a commemorative
Copernicus medal: “For out-
standing service connected with
the Nicholaus Copernicus cele-
brations.”

My wife and I then spent two
~eeks driving through Poland in
a Fiat 125. Polish roads are ex-
cellent, with good highway
markings and without the vol-
ume of traffic we have here.
However, driving in the big ri-
ties is pretty hectic. I visited
the very fine Postal Museum in
Wroctaw. Both the Museum snd
the Central Library of the Po-
lish Philatelic Association ask
that philatelic literature, old ca-
talogs (even Scott and Minku,
books, journals, pamphlets etec.,
he sent to them rather than
thrown out, Such material is
impossible to obtain in Poland.
The addresses are:

Muzeum Poczty i Tolekomu'llk::ii

ul. Krositskiego 1

50-954 Wroc aw, Polska
Centralna Biblioteka

Gl. Zarzad Polski Zw. Filatelistéw

Rynek Starego Miasta 14

Werszawa, Paolska

Both organizations will be
very grategul for any material
they receive. It does not have
to be written in Polish to be use-
ful to them.

THE BOOK ON ERAKOW
OVERPRINTS
During my visit to Poland for
the Internatioal Stamp Exhibi-
tinon “Polska 73" in Poznan, I
attended several meetings of the
Philatelic Research Council of
the Polish Philatelic Association.
I was amazed at the number of
new discoveries and concepts
that have been made on the
KRAKOW OVERPRINTS in the
past eighteen months. Any idea
that the Krakows are a dead is-
sue and that everything there is
to know about them has been
published, is completely erro-
neous. Forthcoming issues of Fi-
latelista, the twice monthly pub-
lication of the Polish Philatelic
Association,  will carry articles
on this fascinating subject. Un-
der the circumstances, the pub-
lic~tion of my book will be de-
layed until this new material
becomes available. PR
] —Dr. Miet Kamienski

COPERNICUS STAMPS

Myron Steczynski is preparing
an article on all the stamps
issued in honor of Copernicus
with the thought of illustrating
and describing each stamp that
was issued. The scope of his ar-
ticle will not include covers or
cancellations. He is in need of
descriptive material and perti-
nent data on many of the
stamps and would appreciate
help from Polonus members and
others. If you have information
on date of issue, quantities, des-
criptions of the designs, ete., or
if you have publicity releases as
they appeared in the press, Scott
catalog numbers, etc., Myron will
appreciate such help. Send your
information to Myron E. Ste-
czynski, 250 E Lake Boulevard,
Buffalo Grove, Illinois 60090,
phone (312) 537-5077.
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POLPEX 74 MARCH 9-10

Joseph Migala and Walenty
Poniecki, Co-chairmen of POL-
PEX T4, announce that our next
exhibition will be held March
9-10 at St. James Auditorium,
Mango and Fullerton Avenues,
Chicago. A U. 8. postal station
will be at the show using a spe-
cial cancellation.

Dealers interested in renting a
bourse table should contact Ro-
man Srzeleckl, 1439 N. Bell Ave.,
" Chicago, Ill. 60622.

A prospectus is being prepared
and will be sent to members a-
long with the next Bulletin.

Watch for further details.

COPERNICANA 500

Roman Burkiewicz visited Van-
couver, British Columbia over the
weekend of November 3-4 where
he served as a judge at the phi-
latelic exhibition COPERNICA-
NA 500, sponsored by the Polish
Philatelic Society of Canada.

K-LINE PAGES

Supplement #17/72 — $2.45
Plus 55¢ postage
Supplement #16/71 — $2.55
Plus 50c postage

Write us for o speciol price on
complete Poland pages

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo. C. Kobylka
Box 159, Berwyn, Ill. 60402

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIEY
Thomas J. Gobby, Secretary
5713 Warwick, Chicago, 1ll. 60634
Al Rybarski, Treasurer
P. O. Box 82, River Grove, Ill. 60171

4 Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, Ill. 60622
T. J. Gobby, Publications Chrm.
5713 Waoarwick, Chicago, Ill. 60634

ihe Polonus Philatelic >ociety 1s non.
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

E — Annual Dues are $4.00 —

Roman, in reporting to the
membership at the November
9th meeting, said th2t the show
was well put together and truly
reflected the combined efforts
of the Vancouver based Society.
He felt that this show eclipsed
the efforts of societies possessing
larger memberships and drawing
on larger metropolitan bases.

There were several exceptional
exhibits which caught the eye
of both the public and judges,
and three special cancellations
under the auspices of the Cana-
dian postal system proved espe-
cially popular with collectors.

Through Roman the Society
sent back its collective greetings
and best wishes and we here
at Polonus send back our con-
gratulations for a job well done.

Award winners were:

Grand Award—W. C. Thorne

Postal History of Warsaw
Gold Medals—

Z. Mikulski: Central Lithuania

Z. Wagrowskil: Copernicus
Silver Medals—

Stan. Zalot: Copernicana

C. Schafer: First Issue of 1918

Z. Wagrowski: First Flights
Bronze Medals—

W. C. Thorne: Danzig

Jozef Podejko: Copernicana

Helge Patrong: Denmark 4 sk.

—T. J. Gobby
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