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BUY CHEAPER FROM LONDON
WE HOLD ONE OF THE FINEST STOCKS IN EUROPE OF

ALL COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY—

OLD CLASSIC ISSUES

GT. BRITAIN— 1840. 1d. Black used—all plates from $ 17.00
to $ 56.00

2d. Blue used—Plates 1 & 2 from $ 8.60

ANTIGUA— 1862. 6d. Blue Green SG.1. mint pair showing re-entry No. l........... $ 86.00

6d. Blue Green SG.3. mint $106.00

1884, 6d. Deep Green, mint block of 4 showing re-entry No. l.......... -$ 42.00

1882. Colour trial 142d. Brown perf. 14 85.00

BARBADOS— 1852. d. Greyish Slate SG.4a. Smooth Gum, mint block of 4.................§ $100.00

2

1%d. Deep Green SG.2. mint block of 4 56.00

1866/7. 34d. Yellow Green on White SG.7. mint copy
1861. 1d. Blue imperf. pair SG.23a with full gum VERY RARE THUS..$ 70.00

4d. Dull Vermilion, imperf. pair with full 0.G. SG.22aa. (Cat.

$155) $126.00
1873, 5/- Well-centered with fine colour and dated Postmark................4 p 70.00
BERMUDA— 1874. 38d. on 1/- Green fine used SG.13 31.00
3d. on 1/- Green fine used SG.13b. 70.00
1d. on 3d. Yellow-buff 20.00
BR. COLUMBIA

(Vaneouver Is.)— 1865. 10c. Blue fine used SG.12 86.00
1865. 8d. Blue SG.22. Fine used 5.50
1868. $1. Green ?erg l%yg“mitétc - = gggg

. GUIANA— 1850. Cotton Reel 12¢. Indigo .6. us ¥
o 1862 4c. Black on Blue SG.10 used 100.00

1858/9: ic. Dull red type D, fine used with Certificate (unpriced by S.G)..$140.00

18563/60. 4c. Blue SG.19 worn state, with Certificate. 42.00
4c. Pale Blue superb pair, one copy showing Retouch SG.20 & 20b.
used $140.00
4c. Blue with framed corner figures SG.21 used pPair.......... $1856.00
1862. ic. Rose mint strip of 3 showing three different types SG.116b,
118, 120—all unsigned—VERY FINE $100.00
2¢. Yellow SG.121 fine used $ 85.00
4c. Blue SG.128 signed, mint 125.00
1876. 86. Olive bistre fine used SG.134 31.00
CEYLON— 1857. 6d. Purple Brown 8G.1. USED 42.00
1858. White Paper %4d. mint strip of 4, with wide top margin............ $200.00
White Paper top margin $200.00
White Paper mint single $ 81.00
1857/9. 1d. Blue fine used from § 5.00
2d. Green fine used SG.7 $ 15.00
2d. Yellow Green SG.8. fine used $ 15.00
2d. Deep Green mint strip of 4 SG.7 $200.00
5d. Chestnut fine used SG.10 $ 35.00
6d. Purple Brown SG.11. used $ 42.00
6d. Brown fine used SG.12 $100.00
6d. Deep Brown fine used SG.12a $140.00
8d. Brown fine used SG.13 $350.00
9d. Purple Brown fine used SG.14 $185.00
10d. Orange Vermilion fine used SG.15 70.00
1/~ Dull Violet superb colour SG.16 42.00
1/9 Green SG.17 d 85.00 |
2/— Blue SG. 19 superb used $210.00
SET OF ORIGINAL PLATE PROOFS 1d., 2d., 4d., 10d., 1/-, 1/9,
2/= in black on proof paper. 56.00
FALKLAND I8.—1878/9. 1/— Bistre brown SG.6. mint block of 6. 17.00
1d. Dull Claret SG.6a mint 20.00
1886. 1d. Claret SG.9. mint block of 4 30.00
GAMPBIA— 1869. 4d. Brown SG.1. mint $ 35.00
4d. Pale Brown SG.2. mint $ 35.00
4d. Brown Wmk. CC. SG. 5. mint cOTNEr COPY....ccemermrrmererecsermiarnereas $ 56.00
4d. Pale Brown fine used SG.6 35.00
6d. Deep Blue SG.7. mint 56.00
6d. Blue SG. 8. mint 35.00
1880. 4d. Brown Wmk. CC mint 84,00
GIBRALTAR— 1886. 1/- Yellow Brown fine colour SG.7 28.00
1/— Yellow Brown SG.7. unused 16.00
GRENADA— 1873. Perkins Bacon DIE PROOF without value on India Paper........... $ 56.00
6d. Deep Rose SG.8a. fine used $ 14.00
6d. Vermilion SG.9. fine used $ 3.50

1d. Deep Green SG.10 fine used $ 4.25
1d. Bluish Green fine used strip of 4 dated cancellation SG.12........ $ 28.00
1875. 1/—~ Deep Mauve SG.16a.—ERROR “ONE SHLLIING” fine used...$115.00

1881. 2%d. Deep Claret fine used SG.25 $ 22.50
4d. Blue fine used SG.26 $ 30.00
1891. 234d. on 8d. Inverted Surcharge SG.47b. fine used $ 34.00

J. E. LEA, 446 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2.




Your Stamps Were Collected
with
Thought and Care

Be Equally as Discriminating
When You Sell

®
ROGER G. WEILL RAYMOND H. WEILL
RAYMOND H.
w E I L L 407 Royal Street NEW ORLEANS, LA.
COMPANY

Gontact US Cgoalag
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A New Collectors Club Handhook

United States
THE 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918

By Henry M. Goodkind

This is the most comprehensive study ever made of

this famous United States stamp—one of the great
philatelic rarities.

It represents a careful study done to set forth the
facts and dispel all the fiction that has crept into

the story of this famous stamp over the years.

............................ 19 lllustrations

Price $1.00 postpaid
(Ready in December 1956)

THE COLLECTORS CLUB

22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y.
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

Considers one of its most important functions the
improvement of relations between Collectors and
Dealers . . . Our more than 800 Members are

pledged to serve you well.

The stamps which they sell you must be and are

Guaranteed Genuine.

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol.

We firmly believe that the Members of the
Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers’
Association are engaged in a joint enterprise — the

Improvement of Philately.

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.

116 Nassau Street Aﬁ New York 38, N. Y.
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3 Truly Great Catalogs
The New World Wide Catalog, Volume Il

Here is the eagerly awaited companion
volume to the International Award Win-
ning Volume |. This new book covers the
countries of South America, Central
America, Mexico, the independent coun-
tries of Asia (lsrael complete to date), the
independent countries of Africa. 640
pages, 11,500 illustrations, 38,000 entries.
A magnificent catalog .........c.ccevuvens $5.00

The New World Wide Catalog, Volume |

In this book the collector will find 30,000
entries, 6,500 illustrations, 440 pages
packed with fresh, complete information
about the following countries: United
States, US territories and possessions,
Great Britain, the British Commonwealth
of Nations, and the United Nations.
Winner of 4 awards, including two silver
medals, in international competition $4.00

pOS M
¥

- \woRID-WIP!
FAGE D1}
ALOG

The New American Stamp Catalog, 1957 Edition

This brand new edition of this best-seller
contains a wealth of new facts and data
about the stamps and postal stationery of
the United States, US territories and pos-
sessions, the Ryukyus, and the United
Nations. Prices for singles, blocks, plate
blocks, sheets and first day covers. No
serious U. S. collector can afford to be

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN — Beyond Delivery Area Add 35c for Shipping Charges.
— Awailable at The Collectors” Stamp and Coin Departments —

GIMBELS

W. Wisconsin Ave.
Milwaukee 3, Wisc.

Ninth at Market Sts.
Philadelphia 5, Pa.

Westchester
Yonkers, N. Y.

KAUFMANN’S
Pittsburgh, Pa.

RICH’S
Atlanta 2, Ga.

MARSHALL FIELD & CO.
Chicago 90, Illinois

WOODWARD & LOTHROP
Washington, D. C.

without this fine book.
1400 lllustrations, 244 Pages ........ $3.00

8300 Entries,

33rd at Broadway
New York 1, N. Y.

Valley Stream
Long Island, N. Y

HALLE BROS.
Cleveland, Ohio

JORDAN MARSH COMPANY
Boston, Massachusetts

THE J. L. HUDSON CO.
Detroit, Michigan

JOSKE BROS. CO.
San Antonio, Texas

v
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Editorials
The Stamp’s The Thing

Those, who have had the opportunity and
privilege to participate in international phila-
telic activities, come away with many lasting
impressions. Among these, the first and fore-
most is a realization that leading philatelists
from every corner of the world independently
agree that the keystone of philately is the
postage stamp.

Philately, like many other things, will peri-
odically undergo changes. This is not to be
deplored. It is rather a most healthy sign of
progress. Philately in recent times has
broadened beyond the stage of the collecting
and study of the postage stamp itself. His-
tory has entered into philately, adding a most
worth-while factor. Postal history, whether
or not pre-stamp, has given to philately a
most humanizing touch. Most every leading
philatelist in the world holds the highest re-
spect for history. It is a great intellectual
pursuit. Yet it must hold its proper place in
philately, never growing to the stature that
it overshadows the postage stamp.

Design and art work also have come to
bear a role in philately. These too have
broadened our hobby opening avenues of
pleasant collecting pursuits to thousands.
Yet iconography has its limitations in phi-
lately. A stamp collectors club in any part

of the world should never become an art
museum. It is laudable for collectors to
strive to display their stamps more artisti-
cally and pay more attention to the stamp’s
design. This too humanizes philately.

There is no dogmatic statement herein and
let no reader interject any dictum as to how
one should collect. Rather this is a report
upon a factual observation. The unanimous
views of leading collectors from America,
Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia is that
the stamp is the star. All other manners of
collecting are in the cast of the play “Phi-
lately”, but they are the supporting players.
It is true that on occasions there may be con-
flicts. Often a supporting player will strive
to have a larger and more important part.
Yet there is only one ‘“star”, the postage
stamp. Consequently if one of the leading
players in philately seem to be rebuffed, it is
simply because the producers and directors
see that an expanding role of the supporting
actors is detracting from the star’s role. Thus
when postal history, postmarks or iconogra-
phy tend to replace the postage stamp, action
must be taken to prevent this. It is no re-
actionary move nor a diehard stand of a small
group of traditionalists.

If one moves among the leading philat-
elists, amateur or professional, he will dis-
cover for himself that it is every one’s firm
conviction that in stamp collecting the hard
core has been and will continue to be the
stamp.
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The Pursuit of Stamp Collecting
Versus The Art of Philately

Those, who have spent considerable time
with stamps, perceive two different ap-
proaches to what is synonymously called
stamp collecting or philately. In actual prac-
tice, philately is more of an art. Stamp col-
lecting is not. This situation may be dis-
cussed objectively disclosing factual matters
that few seem to realize. These views are
not snobbish. They do not deprecate stamp
collecting nor elevate philately. They merely
hold that these are two basically different
aspects to the same pursuit.

Stamp collecting is the pleasure of gather-
ing postage stamps or related material. It
is a fact that the great majority, in what is
commonly called philately, simply collect
stamps. The popular current preferences in-
clude the most recent United States issues,
preferably in plate number blocks, first day
covers of these new stamps with printed ca-
chets or slogan cancels, exhibition seals and
foreign mixtures.

Proof for this current popularity in stamp
collecting is found in the advertising matter
of America’s popular stamp papers. Most
advertising space is devoted to printed ca-
cheted envelopes for the latest U. S. stamps.
Next come ads for these same stamps in
blocks with or without plate numbers or in
full sheets, followed by offerings of foreign
new issues. One finds much advertising of
a variety packet ranging from 200 to 10,000
different kinds from various countries, along
with low-priced approvals.

If one seeks further proof of what is cur-
rently popular in stamp collecting, he will
find it also in the text of the stamp papers.
The feature and front page news is devoted
almost exclusively to new issues, new cachets,
slogan cancellations and first day covers. Of
course, the new issues of the United States
predominate. But United Nations and for-
eign stamps also receive full treatment. All
such material is in ample supply with the
stamp dealers so that prices and price lists,
easily compiled, are readily available.

However, the philatelist’s approach to col-
lecting is radically different. Material is
assembled primarily for its cultural value.
One seeks a scarce cancellation, a valuable
cover or an unusual multiple piece. Phi-

lately is beyond the stage of one-of-a-kind.
Popularity is not the compelling motive to
collect. A philatelist is inclined to set his
own standards of what he wishes to collect.
Thus, in practice, philately is more like an
art. So all the philatelic material cannot
be catalog-priced. In fact, it is practically
impossible to give a reasonably accurate indi-
cation of what a philatelist is willing to spend
for certain stamps or covers. A scarce postal
marking or fancy cancellation may be worth
ten times an ordinary marking. An unusual
cover for various reasons may seem reason-
able to philatelists at 100 times catalog value.
The price of a multiple piece is not de-
termined at three or four times that of a
single copy. Who knows how high a philat-
elist will go to acquire a rare pair or block
of a stamp that catalogs a few dollars?

One need not be a philatelic writer or ex-
pert to be considered a philatelist. One may
be a collector simply pursuing the art of phi-
lately. Often we refer to such philatelists as
connoisseurs. They have a taste for the finest
philatelic material. Their collecting ways
have become an art.

If one adds science to the art of philately,
he comes upon the relatively small circle of
philatelic scholars. They collect stamps and
philatelic material where little information
is known. This engenders a desire to sup-
ply the missing data. Consequently, ma-
terial will be collected with this in mind. Its
purchase price is determined by the individu-
al seeking it. It is impossible to set a real-
istic price valuation of stamps or covers
essential to the philatelic student.

If there is a message to this editorial, it
is a plea to be realistic, to see that stamp
collecting and philately are not in conflict
with each other, or that the stamp collector
is inferior to the philatelist. Serious philat-
elists frequently have become so burdened
with their problems that they must put them
aside for an interval. Often during this in-
terruption the pleasure of stamp collecting
will supply the necessary relaxation. Simple
stamp collecting for a while will prove so
restful that a philatelist can return to his art
or science refreshed and clear in mind. Too
few realize that many of our most scholarly
philatelists also collect stamps.

It is harmful to place stamp collecting in
conflict with philately. It tends to divide,
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setting one group against another. The art
and science of philately without doubt is on
a higher plane. Yet this does not justify a
feeling of superiority. A philatelist holding
such views is harming himself because from
the ranks of thousands of stamp collectors
came the practitioners of the art of philately.

Nor should a stamp collector feel inferior.
In actual practice, we have seen many a col-
lector slowly turning towards the art of phi-
lately. This transition period is extremely
difficult. Many do not realize they are enter-
ing into it, nor have they begun to visualize
the length and breadth of philately. En-
couragement from the more experienced is
essential during this stage.

The art of philately cannot be measured
always in dollars and cents. It defies defini-
tion and exposition in print. But it certainly
offers all, who practice it, a lifetime of
pleasure and stimulation. Those enjoying
it today must realize that the others, who
will turn to this art, must come from the
ranks of stamp collecting. Otherwise phi-
lately will be a small, exclusive club of old
men or young men with old ideas that will
never flourish nor flower into the status it
deserves. If anything nettles us, it is hear-
ing budding philatelists speak about their
stamp collecting activities with an inferiority
complex. And it is equally unsettling to see
an advanced philatelist go strutting about
feeling superior to most of the others with
whom he comes in contact.

Let us all work to have stamp collecting
and philately a union where individuals can
pursue their own collecting preferences in
harmony and understanding. Encourage-
ment from above often can mean helpful
criticism, sympathetically pointing out to the
less experienced the most enduring and
pleasant philatelic roads. The less experi-
enced will make mistakes. The danger lies
not in pointing this out to them, but how it
is done. Be it a hobby or an avocation, phi-
lately and stamp collecting can be most
enjoyable.

Philately’s Unsung Heroes

An exception is being made in these edi-
torial columns by specific mention of a name.
This has been done not to embarrass either

Mr. Charles Lott or anyone else, but only to
forcibly bring forth a topic that long has been
due for a discussion. We would venture the
opinion that the minority of all the collectors
in America could answer—‘yes, I know or
knew of Mr. Lott”. Let’s turn back the
clock for a few years.

An enormous undertaking like FIPEX is
planned years in advance. At least one year
before the exhibition is opened, a small office-
force is assembled to start the actual work.
Usually this consists of a paid secretary and a
few volunteers. With FIPEX, it was prac-
tically one. Starting in 1955 for a full-time
workday from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m., Mr. Lott
came into the Association For Stamp Ex-
hibitions’ office regularly every week. As the
start of FIPEX neared, his work schedule
was voluntarily extended, so that he worked
many a night until midnight. Mr. Lott is a
retired businessman from upstate New York,
who has settled in New Jersey. He is not
young.

Now all of us have read much about
FIPEX in the stamp papers and journals all
over the world. Often many names are men-
tioned. But never Mr. Lott’s, who told us
he had given more than 1500 hours of volun-
tary service to FIPEX. To our knowledge,
no testimonial dinner has been given to him.
He truly is one of philately’s “unknown sol-
diers”. And there are others.

Philately’s sources of news seem to be re-
sponsible for this failing. In many endeav-
ors, our best workers remain unknown, while
others, whose accomplishments are not as
great, get all the publicity. We believe that
a great change is in order.

From personal experiences, we know most
of the leading philatelic experts. The most
respected experts are those seldom mentioned.
Many publicized experts do not deserve this
title. They know people, who collect stamps,

but not stamps.

Philately’s best authorities, authors, schol-
ars, and workers remain unknown names to
most collectors. A great scholar usually is
modest. The braggarts seek and receive the
publicity. It is a sad situation, but it could
be changed.

Our news mediums are at fault. Too many
stamp newspapers play favorites. The edit-
ors and publishers have their pets, and they
use space to plug them upon every occasion.
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So our hat is off to “the Charley Lotts”,
who have served philately long and well in
complete anonymity, but never uttering one
word of complaint. They keep on giving
their services, while others are taking the
bows and gloating over their pictures in the
papers. If you like to see justice prevail, as
we do, then work with us to see that the
services of the dedicated philatelists become
known and are appreciated. Philately will be
much better off when this transpires.

Highly Exaggerated

Too many are going overboard in their
efforts to describe the universal appeal of
stamp collecting. First of all, these columns
previously have challenged the well-publicized
sum of 10 or 12 million stamp collectors in
this country as grossly inflated. We do not
believe there are a million collectors. Now
many write that stamp collecting is “big busi-
ness”’, which also is untrue.

The term ‘“big business” never has been
defined. There is a committee in the U. S.
Senate for ‘“small business”. But even its
chairman, when interviewed on television,
could not define exactly the line of demarca-
tion between “big” and “small” business.

However, assuming that the annual sales of
stamps for collectors in America runs into
several million dollars, this on a compara-
tive industrial basis is far from big. One
automobile company does over several billion
dollars sales annually. So does a leading
petroleum company, telephone and a chemical
concern. Taking industries like automobiles,
chemicals, steel, petroleum, electronics or
even amusement, stamp collecting’s annual
sales total only a small fraction of the yearly
volume of the aforementioned industries. One
can be sure that a statistical listing of all in-
dustries in this country would show stamp
collecting in the lowest part of such a list.

It must be admitted that the constant use
of the term “big business” involves potential
harm. A true “big business” often comes
under government investigation and perhaps
supervision. No stamp collector or dealer
wants this ever to happen.

So let us be content with the prosperous
state of stamp collecting as it now operates.
But let us not fool others or ourselves that
it is “big business.” Nothing is to be gained
by this. More emphasis upon the charm,
educational, or cultural value of stamp col-
lecting is far better than the untrue bragging
some are prone to do.

Obituary
Richard S. Bohn 1893-1956

Richard S. Bohn died on September 22,
1956 after an illness of several months. As
far as his philatelic career was concerned, his
rise was meteoric. Up to the time of CIPEX
in 1947, he was little known. In 1956 he
was the head of FIPEX.

“Dick” Bohn was one of the organizers of
Aero-Philatelists, a specialty group of air
mail stamp collectors. His drive and dy-
namic salesmanship were soon recognized by
philatelic leaders. So it was shortly after
CIPEX when he was appointed a governor
of this Club.

In 1948 he was elected President of The
Collectors Club and served in this capacity
through 1950. “Dick” Bohn met a number
of post-war problems facing this Club with
a true businessman approach. He often said
he was a businessman first, and then a stamp

collector. He declined the title “philatelist,”
claiming this was for the more serious
collectors.

The editor of this magazine and its Edi-
torial Committee look back to Mr. Bohn’s
time of presidency as that when he chose
us to take over. We had become well ac-
quainted during the first years of Aero-
Philatelists. 1t was primarily “Dick” Bohn,
who suggested that the editor of Aero-Phi-
latelists, would make an acceptable editor of
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST.

After his presidency, Mr. Bohn remained
active on The Board of Governors. In 1953
he was chosen to be one of the three Col-
lectors Club Trustees, retaining both posi-
tions up to the time of his death.

With a solid reputation now established,
Richard S. Bohn was elected President of
The Association of Stamp Exhibitions in 1954.
Then he became the one in charge of the
mammoth 1956 International Philatelic Ex-
hibition (FIPEX). Shortly after this be-

(Continued on Page 370.)
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CORRIENTES

The Issues from 1856-1880

By LOUIS STICH

INTRODUCTION

How does one go about choosing a phila-
telic specialty? The usual way, according to
what one reads, is to select one field out of
general philately that has a personal appeal
above all the others. If this is the general
rule, then the manner in which Corrientes
became my chief specialty is an exception—
because this is what happened.

LOUIS STICH is another instance of a serious
student of philately, who began collecting
stamps as a young boy. He is an artist by
trade, a profession from which philately and
this magazine often benefits. The new cover
and designs of THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT-
ELIST introduced with the March, 1956 num-
ber were the creations of Mr. Stich, to which
he had freely given many hours of work and
thought.

His Corrientes collection, which was used
for the basis of this research, is perhaps his
favorite. He has frequently exhibited por-
tions of it in major international and national
philatelic exhibitions. This collection has
gained top awards in the New York 1947
and 1956 International Exhibitions, as well as
the Grand Award in The Collectors Club
competition in 1953.

However, Mr. Stich’s philatelic interests
are very broad. He has specialized in the
first issues of Austria and Lombardy-Venetia,
the Trident issues of Ukraine, German Occu-
pation Issues of World War I and Poland
Local stamps. He has studied the first is-
sues of many South American countries
thoroughly, and has garnered an excellent
knowledge of them. Consequently, a few
years back he was invited to become a mem-

About thirty years ago, while living in
Europe, I had the occasion to visit in
Berlin, Germany. Being interested in stamps,

it was not surprising to find myself attend-
ing a stamp auction that was taking place
during my stay. Inspecting the material to
be auctioned, I saw three lots of covers which
were franked with perhaps the ugliest stamps
I had ever seen.

ber of the Expert Committee of the Phila-
telic Foundation, New York, N. Y.

Mr. Stich’s close friends know him as a
gentleman of great culture with a wide
knowledge of arts, old silver, medals, pho-
tography, old guns and antiques. In his
younger days, he was an accomplished ath-
lete, being among others an expert skier.
Now his best outdoor activity is his garden
in his summer home on Long Island. He
has hopes that the love of stamps will be
carried on in his family, because three of
his grandchildren, aged 14, 12 and 9 re-
spectively are actively collecting stamps.

Although Mr. Stich has written a few
shorter articles for this magazine, these be-
ing a write-up of the Club’s Regular Meet-
ings when devoted to specialties well-known
to him, this Corrientes research article marks
his first work as a serious philatelic author.
The stamps of Corrientes, because of a
limited general interest, have long been neg-
lected. It is with pride that THE COLLECTORS
CLUB PHILATELIST presents this series of
articles on the stamps of Corrientes, believing
that the knowledge recorded will stand for a
very long time as the authoritative article on
the comparatively unknown issues of this
South American Province.
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Really, T cannot recall what made me buy
these lots. But I did! If some reason must
be found for the purchase, it might be at-
tributed to my fascination with the complete
absence of beauty or technical skill connected
with these stamps. It must have been for
this reason, because the stamps were not sold
cheaply, nor were they contemplated as addi-
tions to an already existing collection. I did
not own one stamp from Corrientes. As far
as | was concerned, this was an unknown
South American country.

Many other philatelists probably have been
in the same situation. When attending an
auction, one starts bidding, keeps on going
higher, until suddenly one finds oneself the
owner of something he does not actually
want or need. As for me, now I had these
lots, and I found myself wondering about the
exact location of Corrientes, its postal his-
tory, and other pertinent details.

It did not take too long for me to learn
that Corrientes was a Province of Argentine,
or that Corrientes was the first Province to
issue stamps in the Argentine and was then
followed by stamps from two other Argen-
tine Provinces. Buenos Aires and Cordoba
both in 1858. These findings were accompa-
nied by pangs of disappointment, because ex-
amination of a number of stamp catalogues
showed that Corrientes had issued only eight
stamps in its entire history! Certainly this
did not seem like a glowing prospect even
when envisioning an interesting field of
specialization.

But this original purchase at a Berlin auc-
tion of several Corrientes stamps started a
chain of events, which has turned out to be
more than something of just casual interest.
It did not take me too long to ascertain that
the Province of Corrientes was not like other
stamp issuing countries. My first attempts
at procuring more stamps were completely
fruitless; the stamps were just not available.
And the same proved true about philatelic
literature relating to Corrientes. Articles
about these stamps were conspicuous by their
absence in philatelic journals; and, for that
matter, it has not changed much since 1920.
However, fortune favored me. Within time
I acquired both some stamps and notes from
the holdings of Dr. Jose Marco Del Pont,
well-known in the philatelic world for his

writings on the stamps of numerous South
American countries.

Patience and perseverance over the years
has paid off. The three lots originally
bought in Berlin plus the Marco Del Pont
additions were rounded out by numerous
items procured later from such famous col-
lections as the Earl of Crawford, Ferrari,
Lee, La Tours, Lagerloef, Gilbert, and oth-
ers. What follows is the result of the study
and research of my final collection as it now
exists. In virtually all instances, the opinions
expressed are based upon my analysis and
study of actual stamps, sheets, covers and
other material contained in the collection.
My findings may not always agree with many
of the previous statements that have appeared
in the philatelic press. My conflicting expres-
sions of opinion are not necessarily presented
as contradictions of the past statements of
others, but rather the opinions in this article
are offered as my own conclusions, which are
corroborated by philatelic evidence in my
possession.

GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND

Corrientes (meaning ‘“‘currents or rapids”
in Spanish) is one of the Provinces of the
Argentine Republic. Its area is about 34,500
square miles with a population of about 500,-
000. It is bounded on the north by Paraguay;
on the south by the Province of Entre Rios;
on the west by the territory of the Chaco and
the Province of Sante Fe; and on the east
by Brazil and Uruguay.

The boundary lines are the Parana River
on the west and north, the Uruguay River on
the east, the small Saranai and Gomez Rivers
on the south. The Province of Corrientes is
located in the northern part of the Republic
of Argentine, specifically between 27 and 31
South latitudes, and 56 and 60 West longi-
tudes.

The capital of the Province of Corrientes
is located in the extreme northwest corner.
It was founded in 1588 by Tores de Vera,
who called it San Juan de Vera de las Siete
Corrientes (“seven currents”), after the
seven rapids in the river just above the town.

ORIGIN OF THE STAMPS OF CORRIENTES

The story of the origin of the stamps of
Corrientes has often been recorded, but un-
fortunately with each re-telling, more fiction
seems to replace the original facts. My

322 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI



CORRIENTES

Fig. 1. The Plate after 24 years of service in its last state.

studies lead me to believe that the original
version, told about 50 years ago by Dr. Jose
Marco Del Pont, is historically the correct
one. Having been a native of South America
for many years, as well as an astute philat-
elist, educated, widely travelled, and an af-
fluent person with a host of friends and ac-
quaintances in almost all parts of the con-
tinent, it is reasonable to accept the state-
ment that Dr. Marco Del Pont received his
information first-hand from a prominent citi-
zen of Corrientes, who personally had par-
ticipated in the actual production of the
stamps.

The monetary system of the existent Ar-
gentine Confederation was, to say the least,
very confusing. National coinage might be
said to have been non-existent, because the
small quantities struck at the mints of La
Rioja and Cordoba were hardly worth tak-
ing into account.

The Province of Corrientes had its own
paper money in denominations of one or more
Real (MC), meaning (M)oneda (C)orri-
entes. Un Real also had a value of 1274
centavos fuerte, (“fuerte” meaning “approxi-
mate”’). Eight Reales was the equivalent of
one Dollar, also a denomination of paper
money. Thus, one Dollar was the equivalent
of 100 centavos fuerte.

The issuance of the stamps in Corrientes

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV,

was due to a need for small denomination
coinage. It appears that in 1856 an acute
shortage of paper money in denominations
lower than One Dollar, that is 8 Reales, de-
veloped. Although it has not been so stated,
it is reasonable to assume that, what may
have been a problem for some time, became
much more severe early in 1856, because it
was in February of that year that the As-
sembly had passed a decree permitting
charges for the carrying of the mail. (See
Postal Regulations in Appendix 1.) Al-
though it will be described in detail later, the
fee for mail carrier service was set in differ-
ent amounts starting with Un Real. In the
beginning of 1856, the mail service did not
provide for the issuance or usage of stamps.
It was simply a matter of calculating the
stipulated fee for mail services according to
the weight of the letter. This will be de-
scribed in far greater detail later on.

Small denomination monetary exchange had
been a problem. It had become a practice to
handle transactions that amounted to less
than One Dollar by the use of “pieces of sil-
ver” dating back to the time of the Spaniards.
But even the available supply of these fell
far short of the need, and the whole system
became a great inconvenience. To make the
situation more complicated, the Provincial
Post Office found itself with further prob-
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lems when attempting to provide for the
newly conceived mail conveyance fee.

The State Printing Bureau, where the pa-
per money normally was printed, was under
the direction of Mr. Paul Emile Coni. After
due deliberation, Mr. Coni came to the con-
clusion that a very practical way of solving
the small denomination money shortage
throughout the Province, while at the same
time implementing the new postal regulation
of the Provincial Post Office, was to issue
postage stamps. This would serve a dual
purpose: 1)—It would make make available
a supply of adhesives indicating the prepay-
ment of postage for mail carriage. 2)—The
stamps would serve as small change. This
seemed a more effective method than only
printing small denomination paper money.

Mr. Coni took his idea to Mr. Jean Pujol,
then the Governor of the Province, whose
acceptance was immediate. Mr. Coni was
given authority to have the stamps prepared.
This was simpler said than done, because it
was then discovered that Corrientes did not
have an engraver capable of creating a plate
or die for the production of stamps. While
in the throes of this dilemma, Mr. Coni had
occasion to air his problems within the hear-
ing of a baker’s errand boy, who was deliver-
ing bread to his home. To Mr. Coni’s great
surprise and joy, the young man stated that
he was quite capable of producing the die.
It seemed that this baker’s lad had been ap-
prenticed to an engraver while living in Italy,
his native country, before coming to Cor-
rientes.

It is not known why Mr. Coni had selected
the Ceres head stamp of the French Repub-
lic (France No. 1) as his model. But he
showed this French stamp to the young man,
who assured Mr. Coni that he could make a
satisfactory copy. The young man was given
a copper plate with instructions to engrave
eight copies upon it, each bearing the value of
1 Real. Thus the pane of eight stamps
would have the total value of 1 Dollar, while
each stamp could also be used as 1 Real or
1274 centavos fuerte for small change, or as
postage adhesive for that denomination. The
engraving was to be done in relief for print-
ing by typography.

Several days later the young engraver de-
livered the results of his labors. The work

was so extremely crude, and so far from be-
ing professional looking, that Mr. Coni could
not summon enough courage to show it to the
Governor. His premature boasting of a
“find” made his dilemma even more difficult.
But there was no way out. After several
days of deliberation, he showed it to Mr.
Pujol who strangely enough, completely over-
looked the amateurish production. Instead
he accepted the work immediately because it
gave him the opportunity to supply the great-
ly needed postage stamps.

One of the highlights of all stories relating
to the creation of stamps concerns the indi-
vidual who engraved it. In the case of the
stamps of Corrientes, the names of many,
who were responsible for them, are known.
Unfortunately, the name of the young man,
who engraved the plate and whose work has
lived on after him, remained unknown until
1939, when it was first mentioned in the book
“Sellos Y Otros Valores Postales Y Tele-
graficos Argentinos” by Antonio Deluca. This
name, forgotten for so many years, is Matias
Pipet.

Although unrelated to our study of the
stamps of Corrientes it is interesting to note
that Mr. Coni, who played an important part
in the production of the first Corrientes
stamps, in 1862 moved to Buenos Aires where
he established a printing plant. Possibly Mr.
Coni’s earlier experiences with the crude op-
erations in Corrientes were responsible for
the expansion of his business. The Coni con-
cern exists today as one of Argentina’s great
printing establishments.

After the creation of a general postal sys-
tem in the Republic of Argentina in 1862,
the Province of Corrientes was notified then
(as it was again in 1865) to stop the use of
their provincial postal system and facilities,
and adopt those of the Republic. But it
seems these requests were not heeded, because
Corrientes continued to use its own provi-
sional facilities. Although for inter-provin-
cial post, the stamps of the Republic had to be
used together with those of the province.

It was not until September 11, 1880, when
a decree by the authorities declared the pro-
vincial stamps of Corrientes invalid, that the
Republic of Argentina erected its own post
offices throughout the Province, and that
Corrientes was forced to give up its own
postal system and adopt that of the Republic.
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CATALOGUE
The following is a complete tabulation, in a specialized catalogue of all the stamps
done according to a style that may be used of Corrientes.

Year Month No. Denomination Color Setting Group
1856 1 Un Real M. C. blue I 1

1A Un Real M. C. dull blue I 1

1B Un Real M. C. gray blue I I

1C Un Real M. C. transparent paper I I

1D Un Real M. C. bluish impression 1 1

Between 1856 and 1860 the first adjustment was made, type 5 is found 34mm higher.

Provisional Issue:

1860 February 2 3 Cent. fuerte blue I 1
1860 3 3 Cent. fuerte blue 2 2
4 3 Cent. fuerte blue 3 2
1864 January 5 5 Centavos yellow green 3 I
1864 FKFebruary 24 6 2 Centavos green 3 1
1865 7 2 Centavos blue green 3 1
1867 8 2 Centavos vellow 3 1
9 2 Centavos lemon yellow 3 I
10 2 Centavos straw yellow 3 3

Issue of 1860 in temporary use again:

1870 I1 3 Cent. fuerte blue 2&3 2
1871 January 12 3 Cent. fuerte dark blue S 3
13 3 Cent. fuerte dark blue 3 4
1874 14 3 Centavos rose lilac 3 3&4
1874 15 3 Centavos lilac rose 3 3
1875 16 3 Centavos purple 3 3
1875 17 3 Centavos salmon 3 3
1876 18 3 Centavos rose 3 3&4
1876 19 3 Centavos rose lilac 3 3
1876 19A 3 Centavos bright rose lilac 3 3
1876 20 3 Centavos crimson 3 3
1877 ? 21 3 Centavos bright purple 3 3
1877 22 3 Centavos lilac 3 4
1877 23 3 Centavos maroon 3 4
1877 23A 3 Centavos maroon shade 3 3
1878 24 3 Centavos gray purple 3 3&4
1879 25 3 Centavos lilac rose 3 3
1880 26 3 Centavos deep purple 3 3
1880 249 3 Centavos pale rose 4 3
1880 28 3 Centavos rose lilac 4 3&4
1880 28A 3 Centavos mauve 4 4&s5
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Fig. 2 TYPE 1

The two leaves in hair are more even and
larger. Lower bar slanting upward.

MAKEUP OF THE PRINTING PLATE

The source of the following information
about the makeup of the plate is in the main,
attributed to Mr. W. Loescher, who was a
resident of Corrientes for many years. He
is alleged to have had the opportunty of first
recording the information about the physical
makeup of the original plate. “The Kohl
Handbook” mentions Mr. W. Loescher as its
source of its information.

The engravings were done individually on
a copper plate, with eight engravings of the
design in two rows of four (2x4). The
work was crude, because the engraver’s skill
was limited. Moreover, since each design
had been cut individually, no two were alike.
Hence the eight engravings constitute eight
“types”, so that it is relatively simple to
identify each, when the individual distinguish-
ing characteristics become familiar. Differ-
ences between ‘“‘types” are instantly recog-
nized when two or more stamps are placed
side by side for comparison purposes.

After the work of engraving was com-
pleted, the eight designs on the plate were
cut apart. Judging by the appearance of the
finished product, and from comments by Mr.

Fig. 3 TYPE 2

Broken circle on left.
lower right.

Heavy white line in

W. Loescher, the type forms were re-ar-
ranged in two rows of four, each soldered to
a brass plate. The plate was then attached
to a wood block by means of screws in the
following manner: in the top row between
types 1 and 2, and between types 3 and 4;
in the bottom row between types 5 and 6,
and between types 7 and 8. One large screw
was placed in the center, at a point corre-
sponding to the intersection of a diagonal be-
tween types 2 and 7, and 3 and 6.

Considering the extensive use to which the
plate was put, the soldering could have been
done only along the side of the metal blocks.
Unavoidable pressure placed upon the plate
during printing, in addition to the fact that
soldering was not a practical way of fasten-
ing the copper to the brass, caused the solder
mounts to weaken. This in turn caused a
successive shift in the exact location of the
eight dies on the printing plate.

These difficulties gave rise frequently for
strengthening the solder mounts. It was dur-
ing these operations that the vertical and
horizontal shifts of the printing surfaces to
the brass plate occurred. More than likely
after strain had weakened some of the solder-
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Fig. 4. TYPE 3

Broken design on right. Three separate hair
curls on right.

ing joints, the position of the individual dies
was shifted slightly, to reline them. Then
they had to be resoldered. It was these
shifts in the position of the engravings, as
well as the transposition of two engravings
after they had broken off completely, which
allow us to establish each of the settings.
Each successive correction made upon the
plate created a new setting. Thus over the
years, four different settings can be dis-
tinguished.

As to the use of the printing plate (re-
gardless of the settings or the specific posi-
tions of the types on the plate), it might be
well to remark at this point that a printed
sheet consisted of either three or four panes
with eight stamps each. Whatever the ar-
rangements of these panes on the printed
sheet may have been, each remains the
equivalent of one printing group. Over the
period of 24 years of issuing stamps, five dif-
ferent printing groups were in use.

Summarizing the fundamental facts about
the Corrientes stamps, we find that:

1. They consist of eight types with the
same design created by the eight sepa-
rate engravings.

Fig. 5. TYPE 4

“Corrientes”’ larger lettering.

2. The eight types when printed formed
one pane. The layout of the eight
stamps was two horizontal rows of four
each. (2x4)

3. The location of one type in relation to
another does not remain constant in the
panes, thus making four settings of
eight types.

4. A sheet of printed stamps consisted of
either three or four panes. But the se-
quence followed in placing the impres-
sions of the panes on the paper was not
consistent, thus giving rise to five dif-
ferent printing groups of the panes, the
key to which is téte-béche pairs.

Familiarity with the distinctive features of
each type makes it possible to identify the
location of an individual stamp in the pane
of each setting. The characteristics found on
an unsevered pair can lead to a more exact
identification in the particular setting. Fin-
ally, having certain stamps in pairs, it i
possible to identify the printing group.

7]

TYPES

In order to clarify what is meant by
“types” the following explanation is made:
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Fig. 6. TYPE 5

Outer circle penetrating the panel of Corri-
entes. The leaves in back of hair are much
longer.

1. The same design was used for all is-
sues of Corrientes.

2. The variations between the stamps,
which caused the different types, are
due to the hand cutting of the eight en-
gravings made for the plate.

The inexperienced engraver could not be
expected to control his tools well enough to
exactly duplicate the design eight times.
Hence each engraving differs from all the
others. France's first postage stamp, the de-
sign with the head of Ceres, was used as the
model. But the eight copies cut by the
baker’s lad each show some great differences
in the nose, head, chin, mouth, hair, wreath,
the circle of pearls, which framed the head,
and the border design. The differences be-
tween each type are numerous, easily seen by
comparing one to another. Some of the dif-
ferences are prominent, but many more are
less easily seen. One need learn only the
most important distinctive marks of each
type. These are illustrated, as Figs. 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.

Other identifying marks on the stamps
came as a result of other causes, such as

Fig. 7. TYPE 6

Panel of Corrientes is broken. First “R”
touching frame line.

changes in denomination, damage due to mis-
handling, or improper care of the plates while
in storage between printings.

THE SETTINGS

As for the settings, we have already ac-
counted for their occurrence. Each setting is
illustrated. Each occurred at a certain time
in the printing sequence, and lasted for a par-
ticular period. The difference between set-
tings is found in the location of the designs
corresponding to the various types.

Changes in the monetary values and the
colors occur throughout the years of the is-
sues’ production. Hence different values and
colors appear in various settings. But they
do not form our guide to the basis of the
settings.

In order to understand our explanation of
the settings, each is illustrated, sometimes in
two different ways, othertimes by only one
method. These are:

1.) by an illustrated drawing with grid
lines which clearly indicates the shifts in the
positions of the stamps on the brass plate for
each setting.

2.) by a photograph of a complete pane of
eight stamps as they were printed.
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Fig. 8. TYPE 7

The left frame line is broken. Additional line

in lower left panel. Hairdress shows two even
lines in back.

The First Setting

The first setting is shown in Fig. 10. The
numbers indicate the positions of the eight
types as they appear on the printed pane. If
we were numbering them as they actually
were printed on the plate, the types would
read from right to left in both rows. But
for easy reference, the type positions are
numbered as they are seen on the printed
sheet, presumedly being the original sequence.

One can readily see that even in the very
first setting the eight stamps are not prop-
erly aligned. For that matter even the
physical dimensions of the printing surfaces
are not uniform. The position of each of the
eight types along the grid guide lines in the
first setting is used as the standard. ‘The
later settings are always compared to the first
one to clearly show both the direction and
amount of shifting that took place during
the various uses of the plate.

The first setting was used for two issues
as shown in Table 1. The first issue was
the Un Real M. C. of 1856. This was print-

ed in black on blue wove paper. Because of

Fig. 9. TYPE 8

Fat lettering in Corrientes. Broken frame line
on left. Two additional lines in lower left panel.

the crude printing facilities then available,
the impressions vary in clearness and in-
tensity. The paper used also varies greatly
coming in all sorts of shades.

This same setting was used for the Pro-
visional Stamps of 1860, required because of
a change in the postal rate. They differ
from the first issue because of denomination,
Un Real M. C., on the printed stamp was
crossed out with a pen stroke. When so al-
tered, the stamp now bore a value of 3 centa-

1 SETTING
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vos fuerte. The total number of stamps so
revalued is not known. But it is reasonable
to assume that stamps that were then marked
with the pen stroke were remnants of the
first issue. Between 1856 and 1860 a minor

Table 1

First Setting

change appeared in the first setting. The po-
sition of the type 5 stamp moved up about 34
mm. This shift has been reported by the late
Monsieur Gerard Gilbert of Paris, who later
moved to New York, N. Y., where he died.

Year Value Color Printing Group
1856 Un Real M. C. blue and shades I
1860 3 Centavos fuerte blue 1

The Second Setting

The second setting is diagrammed in Fig.
11, while Fig. 12 shows a pane with the
eight types as it was printed. This setting
was in use for several months during 1860,
as shown in Table 2. While there is no rec-
ord to substantiate our opinion, it is rea-
sonable to assume that changing the denomi-
nation on a stamp by a pen stroke was not
practical. Therefore, it was decided to elimi-
nate the value tablet entirely. In the light
of present-day printing practices, this seems
inefficient. But that is how it had been done.
The blue stamps without denomination had a
value of 3 centavos fuerte.

Judging by material available to us, the
value label seems to have been tooled out of
the plate by hand while the dies were still
attached to the brass plate. The removal of
the value label was not complete, as traces

of black ink marks often are found in the
blank space.

As to the individual characteristics of the
eight types in the second setting, a compari-
son of Fig. 11 and 12 shows that while the
numerical sequence had been retained, the
positions of the types 2, 5 and 6 were

2 SETTING

Y
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changed. Type 2 was shifted slightly to the
left, being reset so that it now is almost
parallel with type 1. Type 5 and 6 also were
moved slightly to the left. Both were
changed to more upright positions being less

tilted than in the first setting. While it is
Table 2
Second Setting
Year Value
1860 3 Centavos fuerte
3 SETVINOG
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Fig. 13

The Third Setting

The third setting appeared later in 1860.
(Thus the first, second and third settings saw
use in 1860.) The drawing illustrating this
setting is shown in Fig. 13. A printed pane
of the eight types, as they appear in the third

e

true that none of these changes in positions
of the types are very conspicuous, the fact
that the engravings themselves were subject
to a modification at the same time affords us
the reason to designate this setting as the
second one.

Color Printing Group
blue 2

setting, is shown in Fig. 14. Of all the stamps
printed in Corrientes during the life of this
basic design, this third setting was used to
the greatest extent for almost twenty years
from 1860 to 1880. The stamps printed with
this arrangement of types appeared in many
colors; and with three denominations; 2 cen-
tavos, 3 centavos fuerte, and 5 centavos, re-
spectively. Their complete listing is given in
Thable 3.

Comparison of Fig. 13 with Fig. 11 brings
out several differences between the third and
the second settings. One of these is easy to
detect—namely the transposition of types 5
and 6. Type 5 is now where type 6 had been.
This can be readily seen by examining the
characteristics of each of these types. In ad-
dition, type 2 moved up, no longer being
parallel with type 1. In fact, the positions
of types 1 and 2 in the third setting are not
duplicated in any other one.

Fig. 14
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No one can definitely account for the
transposition of types 5 and 6. But it is
reasonable to assume that the soldered
mounting may have given away completely,
so that the engravings separated from the
printing plate. They had to be resoldered,

Table 3.

Third Setting

Year Value
1860 3 Cent. fuerte
1864 5 Centavos
1864 2 Centavos
1864 2 Centavos
1865 2 Centavos
1867 2 Centavos
1867 2 Centavos
1867 2 Centavos
1870 3 Cent. fuerte
1871 3 Cent. fuerte
1874 3 Centavos
1874 3 Centavos
1875 3 Centavos
1875 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1879 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos

4 SETTING

13244 Ty
5o B B 8 —

i

and obviously were not replaced in the same
positions. As can be seen, the type 6 was
placed in the space previously occupied by

type 5.

But the type 5 was replaced higher

on the plate than the original position of the

type 6, as plainly seen in Fig. 11.

Color
blue
yellow green
yellow green
green
blue green
yellow
lemon yellow
straw yellow
blue
dark blue
rose lilac
lilac rose
purple
salmon
rose
rose lilac
bright rose lilac
crimson
bright purple
gray purple
lilac
maroon
lilac rose
deep purple
pale rose

Printing Group

2
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The Fourth Setting

The fourth setting appeared sometime in
It can be considered as com-

April of 1880.

ing from the last state of the plate. As
shown in Figs. 15 and 16, types 5 and 6 still
are transposed, while several others also have
been shifted. Note that type 1 has moved up
from where it was in the third setting, thus
making the space between the bottom of type
1 and the top of type 6 much greater. The
top borders of types 1 and 2 again are paral-
lel, and the entire upper row of types is
arranged in a descending order. Judging by
the evidence presented in the material in my
collection, the fourth setting was used for

332 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI



CORRIENTES

Fig. 16

three printings: pale rose, rose lilac and a
mauve, all having denominations of 3 centa-
vos fuerte, but not bearing any value labels.
The space for the denomination was left
blank, just as in the case of all the other
printings since the setting started in 1860. A
complete listing of the use of the fourth set-
ting is found in Table 4.

Table 4
Fourth Setting

Year Value
1880 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos

THE PRINTING GROUPS

The printing groups play a very important
part in the study of the stamps of Corrientes.
The random manner in which the paper
seems to have been fed into the press ac-
counts for the number of printing groups.

One must realize that primitive printing
facilities were available during the production
of these stamps. The printing plate was
made up of the eight individual engravings.
So it would seem logical to assume that the
printing was done on a very small hand press.
To print one sheet of 32 stamps, it was neces-
sary to insert and remove the sheet of paper
into and from the press four different times.
Each operation printed one pane of eight
stamps. Also it was necessary to shift the
position of the sheet before placing it in the
press for each succeeding operation. To print

It is interesting, and very important, to
note that all the reprints come from the
fourth setting, thus contributing to a ready
recognition of the reprint. Knowing that the
reprints resemble the fourth setting and then
studying this printing group, the identifica-
tion of reprints is comparatively simple. This
will be discussed in greater detail later.

Color Printing Group
pale rose 3 4
mauve 4 5

a sheet with 24 stamps required the paper to
be fed into the press and removed three
times. Besides it was necessary to shift the
paper into position twice more in order to
have the second and third panes to go on the
sheet. This is called a “work and turn”
process.

It is not surprising that under such primi-
tive conditions, the feeding of the paper into
the press was not always the same operation.
The work took place over a period of two
vears. Since the operator was working with
a small hand press, we can assume that he
would insert the paper either from the front,
the rear or the sides; or he could possibly
lock in the plate with the design normal or
inverted relative, as we see it, to his own
position. Several insertions of the paper be-
ing necessary to complete the printing of one
sheet with three or four panes, the operator
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conceivably could have turned the sheet to
the right or to the left; or simply could have
shifted the position without turning the sheet.
It is this shifting and feeding the paper into
the press from all manner of positions that
definitely contributes to our knowledge of the
groupings in which the stamps were printed.
The creation of different téte-béche pairs is
the guide used by us to classify the following
printing groups.

The First Printing Group

The first printing group (Fig. 17) shows
clearly how the printing took place. There
was no set plan of operation because the
stamps were printed in four panes each with
eight types. Each pane was impressed on the
paper individually. It is not known whether
the two top ones were printed in two suc-
cessive operations, and then if the paper was
reversed or if a top and a bottom pane fol-
lowed each other in the printing sequence.
Although it is not too important to have this
information, the first explanation seems the
more logical, if for no other reason that it
would be the most practical, requiring less
effort.  'We might mention that the spacing

between the vertical and horizontal panes is
not uniform.

Referring to Fig. 17, it is seen that the
first printing group was formed as the sheets
were fed into the press with the top panes
normal and the bottom ones reversed, thus
producing eight téte-béche pairs of types.
These types are determined by the settings as
used in each printing group, which, in turn,
is determined by the téte-béche pairs.

For example, the first printing group was

used for two settings, the first and the third.
In the case of the first setting, the téte-béche
pairs are the types 5-8; 6-7; 7-6 and 8-3,
being repeated twice on the sheet. In the
third setting of the first printing group, the
tete-béche pairs are found in the types 6-8;
5-7; 5-7 and 8-6. This is clearly seen in the
illustrations.
As to horizontal pairs with the gutter be-
tween, stamps in the first setting of the first
printing group are types 4-1; 8-5; 5-8 and
1-4, while in the third setting of the first
printing group they are types 4-1; 8-6; 6-8
and 1-4.

A complete listing of the use of the first
printing group is found in Table 5.
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Table 5

First Printing Group

Year Value

1856 Un Real M. C.
1860 3 Centavos Fuerte
1864 5 Centavos
1864 2 Centavos
1864 2 Centavos
1865 2 Centavos
1867 2 Centavos
1867 2 Centavos

The Second Printing Group

The second printing group is the simplest
to explain. The layout of the panes is shown
in Fig. 18. It is seen that the sheet consisted
of three parallel panes of eight types, total-
ing 24 stamps. Depending on whether the

Blue Green

2 PRINTING GROUP
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L0

Q00
D000

Fig. 18

Color Setting

Blue I
Blue

Yellow Green
Yellow Green

Green

Yellow

W WwwWwwwm-

Lemon Yellow 3

top or the bottom pane was printed first, the
remainder were printed by simply shifting
the paper up or down after the first opera-
tion. The spacing between the panes is not
uniform. The paper was not turned, hence
the positions of all of the stamps on the sheet
is constant.

The second printing group was used for
all of the 1860 issue of the 3 centavos fuerte
stamps with the exception of the short-lived
provisionals described earlier. These ap-
peared in the first printing group. Remain-
ders of these two printings (from the second
and third setting) were used again as late as
1870, (always as 3 centavos fuerte). There-
fore, both the second and third settings ap-
pear in the second printing group of the 3
centavos fuerte on blue paper, first used in
1860 and again in 1870. However, it must
be understood that these two settings did not
appear on the same printed sheet bearing the
second printing group, because, only one
printing plate was available at one time. So
whichever setting it may have been, there
was only one setting of types at a time.

In the second printing group, the printed
sheet has no téte-béche pairs. Nor are there
any horizontal pairs composed of stamps
from adjacent panes.

Table 6 shows a listing of the limited use
made of the second printing group.

A very interesting incident occurred in con-
nection with this second printing group. Evi-
dence exists indicating that remaining sheets
from this printing group were placed in the
governmental archives. Some of them fell in-
to unauthorized hands late in 1880. Being
unaware of the manner of printing the
stamps, specifically the creation of different
printing groups during the numerous official
printings when the plate was assembled and
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re-assembled many times, these people mis-
takenly thought that only the second printing
group had been used for all issues, so they
used it as the model for reprints of all the

Table 6.

The Second Printing Group
Year Value

1860 3 Centavos Fuerte
1860 3 Centavos Fuerte
1870 3 Centavos Fuerte

issues. Therefore it is our good fortune that
a lack of philatelic knowledge enables us to
rather easily spot the reprints, which will be
discussed later.

Color Setting
Blue 2
Blue 3
Blue 2 3

1] 10
E1E] EJE]
C1E] EJE]
163 16
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Fig.

The Third Printing Group

The arrangement of third printing group is
shown by Fig. 19. It differs so completely
from the second that a detailed descriptive
comparison is unnecessary. However, it is
interesting to compare it with the first print-
ing group as shown in Fig. 17. Whereas the
first printing group had both top horizontal
panes placed similarly and the bottom row
printed upside down in relation to the first,
in the third printing group the lefthand col-
umn of two panes of stamps and the right
hand vertical column panes were
printed reversed in relation to the first col-

of two

336

19

umn. Thus only four téte-béche pairs are
found with stamps on the adjacent panes in
the third printing group, these being types
4-8; 8-4; 4-8 and 8-4.

This printing group with some exceptions
appears for sixteen different issues from 1867
through 1880. The issue of 1867 had a de-
nomination of 2 centavos, but all the other
issues in the same printing group a 3 centa-
vos fuerte. The colors of these printings
were numerous. (Table 7.) As to the set-
tings, only one appears in the third printing
group, this being the third variety shown in

Fig. 13.
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Table 7.

The Third Printing Group
Year Value
1867 2 Centavos
1871 3 Cent. Fuerte
1874 3 Centavos
1874 3 Centavos
1875 3 Centavos
1875 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1879 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos

Color Setting

Straw Yellow 3
Dark Blue

Rose Lilac

Lilac Rose

Purple

Salmon

Rose

Rose Lilac

Bright Rose Lilac
Crimson

Bright purple
Gray purple

Lilac

Lilac Rose

Deep Purple

Pale Rose

W WwwWwWWwWULWWUWWwWwwwww

Ll a0
(a3 i3
L] a0l
Il
£1C] EIE)
C1E] EJE]
CIC] EJE]
E1E] EI1E)

4 PRINTING GROUP

Fig. 20

The Fourth Printing Group

The layout of the panes in the fourth
printing group is the reverse of the third,
because the left hand column of two panes
is upside down, whereas the position of the
right hand column of two panes is normal.
(Fig. 20.) This printing group was used for
seven printings between 1871 and 1880, all

these stamps having a denomination of 3 cen-
tavos fuerte. The colors varied. Table 8
shows the various uses of the fourth print-
ing group. Concerning the settings, the
third setting was used for all printings from
1871 to 1879 but only one in 1880. But the
fourth setting was used for three other is-
sues in 1880.

Because of the make-up of the panes, only
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four téte-béche pairs were created, these be-
ing types 6-1; 1-6; 6-1 and 1-6 all in the
fourth printing group. While it is true that
both the third and fourth settings appear in

Table §.

The Fourth Printing Group

Year Value

1871 3 Cent. fuerte
1874 3 Centavos
1876 3 Centavos
1877 3 Centavos
1879 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos
1880 3 Centavos

this printing group, although not on the
same printed sheet, the téte-béche pairs re-
main constant regardless of which of these
two settings were used at the time.

Color Setting
dark blue
rose lilac
rose
maroon
lilac rose
pale rose
mauve

W WwWw W W

5 PRINTING GROUP

Fig.

The Fifth Printing Group

The fifth printing group (Fig. 21) has the
layout of the panes the exact reverse of the
first. As shown in Fig. 21, the upper row
of two panes is printed inverted, whereas the
stamps in the lower row of two panes are
normal. Compare these with the panes
shown in Fig. 17.

The entire fifth printing group appears in
one of the issues of 1880, with a 3 centavos
fuerte denomination in both a rose lilac and
mauve color. The fourth was used through-

21

out. Because of the layout of the panes,
eight téte-béche pairs were created from
stamps in panes. These are located in the
vertical columns. Starting with the upper
types, these pairs were formed from types
4-1; 3-2; 2-3; I-4 in one vertical row, and
the same combination of types in the second
vertical row.

It might be of interest to mention that the
author’s collection does not contain material

(Continued on Page 369.)
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THE MALDIVE ISLANDS

Their Postage Stamps and Postal History

By EUGENE V. CONNETT 3rd

Introduction

I hadn’t waded very far into the raging
waters of philately before I discovered that
in this gentle pastime the only substitute for
vouth was pelf. Having none of the former,
and very little of the latter, I found my
choice of a specialty was greatly circum-
scribed.

The catalogue indicated that the Maldive
Islands had no postal history before 1906, and
that there had been only five issues of stamps
since then. This little known and philateli-
cally unpopular country appeared to be my
oyster. The stamps should be easy to as-
semble and the investment should be small.
Then I came across these words written by
the late and somewhat unlamented Amin
Didi, to whom further reference will be
made, and they cinched the matter.

“If you open an Atlas and turn up the map
of Asia, you will find, off the West Coast of
Ceylon, what appears to be a splutter of the
cartographer’s pen in the Indian Ocean.

“It is a country which is more sea than
land. There, all men are rovers of the sea;
all women daughters of the waves.

“There, blue melts into green and azure
haziness—pale and pleasant—and melts back
into blue.

“As the sun sets, an entrancing scene
gradually unfolds, which for peaceful pictur-
esqueness and ineffable beauty will be hard
to match. A sapphire sea, gently lapping
wooded isles of multiplex greens and browns
—all, water, land and sky, bathed in a glor-
ious color—flood of mingled hues.

“Silhouetted against expansive horizons,
green palms toss their heads against the
skies . . . It is a country which is more sea
than land. It is the enchanted Isles of the
Maldives!”

My interest in these islands was further
aroused while reading the manuscript of a
forthcoming book, The Diversions of A Dip-
lomat In Ceylon, by our Ambassador to that
country, Col. Philip K. Crowe. The last
chapter was on the Maldive Islands, written
shortly after he had made a visit to them in
December, 1953. Some of the following de-
scription of the islands is based upon Ambas-
sador Crowe’s manuscript; the rest of it has
come from other original sources and cor-
respondence.

The 215 inhabited islands in the Maldives
have a land area of about 115 square miles,
but there are some 2000 coral islands scat-
tered over 50,000 square miles of sea, run-
ning from the southernmost, Addu Atoll, be-
low the Equator, to Tiladumnati Atoll over
seven degrees north, a distance of more than
470 miles. The whole group of islands lie
some 450 miles west and southwest of Cey-
lon. The 90,000 inhabitants are Moslems,
who largely depend on fishing and the mak-
ing of “maldive fish” (of which more later),
although some lacquer work, matting, coir
rope and cowrie shells are exported.

The islands are a fully independent coun-
try, by treaty under the protection of Eng-
land, and their foreign relations are conduct-
ed through the British in Ceylon. This ar-
rangement was first effected in an exchange
of letters between Queen Victoria and the
Sultan, Mohammed Mu’ in-ud-din in 1887,
and has been renewed several times. The
first foreign visitor to the islands was an
Arabian explorer, Ibn Battuta (1325-1354),
who lived in Malé for some years. The next
visitors were the Portuguese whom the na-
tives finally drove out in 1650. The bases of
the street lights in Malé are old Portuguese
cannon. The Maldivian National Holiday is
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the first of the lunar month Rabee-ul-Avval,
the day on which Muhammed Thakurufau
the Great saved the Maldives from the
Portuguese.

Up until 1952 ninety-two Sultans and
Sultanas had ruled, although the office has
been elective since 1930. When the last Sul-
tan designate, H. H. Amir Abdul Majid
Didi, died in the spring of 1952, the young
Prime Minister, Amir Amin Didi proposed
a republic and was elected President. All the
rulers of the Maldives have been members
of the nobility of Malé, and most of them
members of the Didi family. The republic
was inaugurated January 1, 1953, and Amin
Didi attempted to project his country from
the 15th to the 20th century in a very short
time. He accomplished a number of excel-
lent social, educational and hygenic reforms.
But largely due to a breakdown in health he
made some very radical changes which re-
sulted in his expulsion. For instance, his doc-
tor told him he must give up smoking, so he
gave all the people of the country just one
year to stop it shutting off the import of all
tobacco. He instituted a road building pro-
gram on islands about one by one and a half
miles in size which did not have the least use
for boulevards, and in doing this took the
people from their fishing and caused them to
cut down hundreds of food-bearing trees,
such as coconuts and bread fruit.

On September 4, 1953, a non-violent revo-
lution resulted in Amin Didi being put in
protective custody on the island of Doonidu
in order to save him from the people. On
December 31, 1953, he made the mistake
of escaping to Malé where he was attacked
by the people and died on January 19, 1954.
Meanwhile the people asked Ibrahim Ali
Didi and Vice-President Mohammed Didi to
take over the government. On March 7,
1954, Ali Mohammed Farid Didi, eldest son
of the last Sultan designate, was restored to
the throne, and Ibrahim Ali Didi was pro-
claimed Prime Minister. Mohammed Didi
was made Postmaster General.*

For years the mails between the Maldives

*In April 1956, Mohammed Didi was relieved of
his position as Postmaster General. = Mohammed
Zaki, the Maldivian Government Representative in
Colombo resigned. A letter dated April 24, 1956,
is signed by A. Zaki, Maldivian Government Repre-
sentative, Colombo.

and Ceylon were carried by the captains of
the native sailing vessels, the largest of
which, a two-masted dhow of about 100 tons,
is the buggalo. A smaller version of this
craft is the battely. Both of these carry
maldive fish, coir rope, and on fortunate oc-
casions ambergris, to Ceylon, the trip taking
about a week with the favorable southwest
monsoon (during March, April and May),
and up to a month when the northwest mon-
soon is blowing, during October, November,
December and January.

Maldive Currency

At the beginning of Maldive postal history
100 cents equalled one rupee. In 1951 the
currency was changed to 100 lares equal
one rupee. Four kuda lari (small) equal 1
bodu lari (large), and 25 bodu lari equal 1
rupee. ‘At present there is no exchange
value between the Government of Ceylon and
the Maldive Government, trade being carried
on mainly by barter. However, in instances
when monetary transactions are carried out,
value is paid in Ceylon currency.” This in-
formation about the currency is from a let-
ter dated April 24, 1956, written by the
Maldivian Government Representative in
Colombo. Ambassador Crowe wrote in 1954
that 5 Maldivian rupees equalled 1 Ceylon
rupee, or about 4 U. S. cents to 1 Maldivian
rupee. (In 1956 he writes that 1 Ceylon
rupee is worth 20 U. S. cents.) In view of
the information from the Maldivian Govern-
ment Representative, it is not likely that this
rate of exchange is now in effect. When
Lieut. Ronald G. Shelley, R.N., visited Malé
in 1955, he found Maldivian notes of 145, 1,
5 and 10 rupees in circulation, but stated that
Ceylon currency is slowly superseding the
local money.

Establishment of the Post Office at Malé

The capital of the country is the city of
Malé which occupies the entire island of
Malé, about one mile long and a half mile
wide.

In 1905 the Maldivian Ambassador to
Ceylon estimated that 30,000 letters and par-
cels passed through the Maldives every year,
and by having no postage stamps, nor a post
office, the Government was losing some £500
in revenue. He made a study of the opera-
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Fig. 1. The overprinted issue of 1906

tion of the Ceylon post office, and ordered
seals, forms, etc. from India. The post office
at Malé was opened on September 9, 1906.

The Provisional Issue of 1906

The then current Edward VII stamps of
Ceylon in the 2, 3, 4, 5, 15, and 25 cent val-
ues, were overprinted MALDIVES in black
sans serif capital letters and delivered to the
G. P. O. on March 6, 1906. (See Fig. 1.)
A delay in receiving the necessary equipment
for the post office put off the day of issue at
Malé until September 9, 1906.

The 3, 4, 15, and 25 cent values were over-
printed in complete sheets, while the 2 and
5 cent values were overprinted in half sheets.
In addition to the stamps, a 5¢ blue on buff
envelope, Ceylon 1903-1905, overprinted
MALDIVES in red; a 10c registered Ceylon
envelope with the head of Edward VII in
pink on the back flap (printed by De La
Rue) overprinted MALDIVES in black
across the bottom of the stamp; two wrap-
pers, a 2c¢ violet on buff, overprinted in blue,
and a s5c olive on buff, overprinted MAL-
DIVES in black; two post cards, a 2c olive
overprinted in black, and 2c¢ plus 2c olive
return card overprinted in black, and a let-
ter card 5¢ brown overprinted in red, were
made available for use in the Malé post
office. (See Figs. 2 through 8.)

The first overprinting of Ceylon stamps

was issued at Malé on September 9, 1906.
The quantities were as follows:

2¢ red brown 2400 copies
3C BrEen oo 600 copies
4¢ yellow & blue 1200 copies
56 lilae e 4800 copies

_ 1200 copies
1200 copies

15¢ blue
25¢ bisque

A second overprinting, delivered by the
Treasury to the G. P. O. on October 15,
1906, was issued at Malé on December 15,
1906:

2¢ orange brown 2000 copies
3c green ... 3000 copies
4¢ yellow & blue 1000 copies
sc deep lilac . 14000 copies

Fig. 2. 5c blue on buff envelope overprinted
in red. (Courtesy of John F. Field)
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REGISTERED

This LETTER MUST BE GIVEN 70O |§

Fig. 3. 10c registered envelope overprinted in black on flap of cover.

The s5c cent deep lilac stamp of Ceylon was
printed in a new shade from Plate II. This
second printing sold out at Malé Post Office
on March 2, 1907. The philatelic demand for
these stamps was great, and counterfeit over-
prints appeared. The Governor of Ceylon
(apparently worried by the philatelic demand
for the stamps!) decreed that no more Cey-
lon stamps be overprinted for use in the

Scott No. Value
197 5¢
225 Ic
226 2¢
229 5c
260 6c
260 6c
265 3c
266 6¢
266 6¢
275 6¢c
275 6¢
278 2¢
279 3c
280 6¢

All of the above stamps carry the regular
Maldive Islands postmark, which is a double
circle measuring 26 mm. in diameter, with

Maldives, and Ceylon stamps without over-
print be used. These can only be recognized
by the Maldive Islands postmarks which they
carry. They were the official stamps for
about 18 months, but the stamps of Ceylon
were used in the Maldives for many years, as
the following list of Ceylon stamps with
Maldive Islands postmarks in my collection
will testify:

Date in Postmark Comments
T T
Jan. 19, 193? Die II Type II
? ? 1934 Die II Type I
“Oc¢” 9 1927 Die I Type 11
July 30 1935
Nov. 29 1935

June 19 ?
Feb. 26 1936
July ? 1936
Jan. 1938
Oct.29 2?2
April ? 1940
Sept. 1 ?
? 2 1939

Maldive Islands around the top section be-
tween the circles, the innermost of which
measures 15% mm. in diameter. The form
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WRAPPER FOR PRINTED MATTER.

Printed Matter includes all documents in writing or
prin: nab in the natars of & J coramunivation, sud
must be postad open at ends s sa to admit of the
removal aod inepection of the contewis without breaking
he seal or fastening, and witBout iniuey to the wrapper,

Fig. 4. 2c violet on buff wrapper overprinted
in blue. (Courtesy of John F. Field)

of the date is 31 X 38 (31 October 1938) run-
ning across the center of the inner circle.
All the postmarks I have seen are in black.

In Mr. John Field’s Maldive collection are
four Scott No. 231 6¢ violet Ceylon stamps,
without overprint, dated 1933, 1934 and 1935
in the postmarks. He also has three Scott
No. 265 3c green and black Ceylon without
overprint, one of which is dated 1938, the
other two dates are not legible; two Scott
No. 266 blue and black 6¢, one of which is
dated 1936; one Scott No. 280 blue and
black 6c dated 1938, and three Scott No. 275
deep carmine 6¢c all dated 1937. ‘These
stamps carry the regular postmark of the
Maldive Islands.

Before leaving the overprinted issue of
1906 it may be of interest to note that on
May 8, 1908, at an auction by Puttick &
Simpson, a complete unused set of this issue
brought £1/6/0. Again, on December 8§,
1908, such a set brought £2/2/0. The num-
ber of references to Maldivian stamps in the
British philatelic press of that period indi-
cates a lively interest in the postal affairs of
the Islands. Merely for the purpose of show-
ing a healthy growth in the interest in these
stamps (or their growing scarcity) it may be
noted that the 1956 edition of Gibbons quotes
this issue unused at £10/5/0, and used at
£12/0/0.

The First Regular Issue of 1909

The Philatelic Record of August 1908,
noted that Abdul Hamid Didi, the Maldivian

Representative in Colombo, was in direct

WRAPPER FOR PRINTED MATTER. |
Printed Matter includes all documents in writing or
print not in the nature communication, and
must be poatal open at both ends so as to admit of the
removal and invpection of the contents without breaking
the #al or fastening, and without injury to the wrapper.

Fig. 5. 5c olive on buff wrapper overprinted
in black. (Courtesy of John F. Field)

communication with stamp makers in Eng-
land in regard to a new issue of Maldivian
stamps. These were recess printed by De La
Rue and were issued at Malé in May, 1909.
They show the minaret of the Juma Mosque.
(See Fig. 9.) They are printed on medium
white wove paper watermarked multiple ro-
settes, and are perforated 14 on both comb
and line machines. They measure 18 by
227 mm. They were printed in sheets of
240, 4 panes of 60, 6 by 10. The set consists
of 2¢ brown, 3c green, 5¢ mauve and 10c red.
So far it has not been possible to discover
the quantities printed, as Mr. Newman of
De La Rue informs me that all the records
covering this issue were destroyed during the
last World War in the bombing of London.
I have examined proofs of this issue, three in
green and two in black ink, one of the proofs
carrying the De La Rue number in the mar-
gin, all authenticated by Mr. Newman.

The Second Regular Issue of 1933

Ahmad Didi Effendi was Postmaster Gen-
eral when this issue appeared. The stamps
were printed by photogravure by Harrison &
Sons, Ltd. They measure 18 by 2174 mm.
and are perforated 15 by 14. The paper is
watermarked Harrison & Sons London in
upper and lower case script letters, the wat-
ermarks being close enough so that parts of
two lines of them appear on each stamp, and
the watermarks run across the stamps hori-
zontally. (See Fig. 10.)

The denominations are 2c gray, 3c red
brown, sc mauve (color listed by Gibbons
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Fig. 6. 2c olive post card overprinted in black (Courtesy of John F. Field)

although Scott lists this as brown lake), 6¢
scarlet, 10c green, 15c black, 25¢ brown, s0c
purple and 1 rupee blue. These stamps ap-
peared in the Malé post office in panes of
60, 10 by 6. They were presumably printed
in sheets of 240. They are comb perforated.

I have two shades of the 10c, which ap-
pear different to the naked eye, but under the
ultra violet light they fluoresce very differ-
ently, which suggests that there were two
printings of at least this one value. In re-
sponse to several communications I have sent
to Harrison & Sons, I have received on June
28, 1956, the following: “We regret we can-
not supply the information you desire as
since that time (1933) much reorganization
has taken place in this company and many
references disposed of, which at the time
would not appear worth retaining. The
Postal Administration of the Islands may
have retained our original correspondence etc.
in their archives and could possibly give you
some assistance.” As [ have never been
able to obtain any information of any kind
from the Postal Administration of the Isl-
ands, I think we may assume that from here

on we shall have to try to reconstruct any
further details of the 1933 issue from what-
ever evidence we can gather.

The Third Regular Issue of 1936?

The question mark refers only to the date,
and not to the fact that there was another
issue of the same design as that of 1933.
Although neither Scott nor Robson Lowe
catalogs mention the fact, Gibbons notes that
all values of the 1933 issue exist with the
watermark vertical instead of horizontal, but
lists the vertical variety only in the s5c value
as being claret color. I have all but the 10c
green with the vertical watermark, and with
the naked eye can detect no difference what-
ever in the colors of the 5c value with and
without the vertical watermark. They are
both a rich reddish purple, and I suspect that
Gibbons, in describing the 1933 issue of the
5¢ horizontal watermarked stamp as mauve,
was simply retaining the color description
of the 1909 issue.

I have examined all the values except the
10 cent, of the vertical watermarked stamps
under the ultra violet light and compared
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Fig. 7. 2c plus 2c return card overprinted

them with those of the horizontal water-
marks. There is a very different fluores-
cence of the two varieties, indicating a dis-
tinctly different printing. The difference in
fluorescence is so marked that there can be
not doubt about the matter. Heretofore it
has been supposed that a limited quantity
of the watermarked paper was inadvertently
run through the press with the watermark
running vertically across the stamps. We
doubt whether Harrison & Sons would have
changed the ink when such sheets were “in-
advertently” printed.

The only conclusion that the foregoing
facts admit is that there was a second print-
ing with the watermarks vertical which in
itself defines these stamps as a new and dis-
tinct issue, although the design is the same as
that of the 1933 issue.

As Gibbons is the only catalogue which
even mentions these stamps, and as it is far
easier to obtain specimens of the horizontal
watermarked stamps, I suggest that this new
issue must have been in greatly reduced
quantities.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV,

in black. (Courtesy cf John F. Field)

After a search of the American, British
and German philatelic press of the period, the
only record I can find dealing with the 1933
issue states that the first values to appear in
January 1933 were the 2¢, 3¢, and 10c. At
the end of the year the 6c, 15¢, 25¢, 50¢, and
1 rupee values were issued. It was some
time later before the sc value appeared.

Mr. John F. Field, a fellow student of
the Maldives, states that the vertical water-

CARD
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Fig. 8. 5c brown letter card overprinted in red.
(Courtesy of John F. Field)
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Fig. 10. The second regular issue of 1933.
Note right hand panel with CENTS only.

marked issue appeared in 1937; but I have
a 6c stamp carrying a date of “17, VI, 36,”
and a 2c stamp dated 1936, both with the
vertical watermark. Hence I ascribe the is-
sue to 1936.

A fact which makes me doubt the truth of
the statement that the s5c value of the 1933
issue appeared some time in 1934, is the
change in design of the 6c¢c, 15¢, 25¢, 50c,
and 1 rupee values, which merely have
“CENTS” and “RUPEE” in the right hand
border panel, while the 2¢, 3¢, 5¢, and 10C
values (the same values as appeared in the
1909 issue) have the values written in full
in this panel: TWO CENTS, THREE
CENTS, FIVE CENTS, and TEN
CENTS, just as they appeared in the 1909
issue. Obviously the higher values could not
have been written out in full in the space
available, but certainly the 6c could have
been.

As stated above, the 2¢, 3¢, and 10c val-
ues were reported to have been issued early
in 1933. For what conceivable reason would
the 5c value have been held up the better part
of a year? I suspect that the values of the
1909 issue were photographed by Harrison &
Sons for making the new photogravure plate,
and that the copy for the new values had the
right hand border panel changed—including
the 6¢c which could readily have been the

Fig. 11. The third regular issue of 1950.

same as the other low values as far as space
was concerned. The 2¢, 3¢, 5¢ and 10c might
well have been printed in advance of the new
values, which would explain why the former
appeared early in 1933 and the latter late
in the same year. I can only assume that
the sc was sent to the Maldives along with
the other three, and the Malé post office must
have held up the sale of the sc for a year—
if they actually did. You will recall that in
the overprinted issue of 1906 there was a
total of 18,800 of the 5c. The next highest
quantity of that issue was only 4400 copies
of the 2¢. It is possible that in 1933 there
was still a sizeable lot of the sc¢c denomina-
tion in stock, and the new 5c might have been
held back until these were reduced. In sup-
port of this theory I note a cover in the col-
lection of Mr. John Field bearing a block of
four of the s5c of the 1909 issue, postmarked
at Malé 28. V. 33. It is only fair to state
that this cover might also prove that the s5c
of the 1933 was not yet on hand in Malé.

Regardless of the exact dates of issue of
the 1933 stamps with horizontal watermarks,
and that with the vertical watermarks, it
can be stated definitely that Harrison & Sons
did produce, and the Maldivian Government
did issue two separate and distinct issues of
the same design, easily recognized by the
different watermarks.

The Fourth Regular Issue of 1950

On December 24, 1950, a new set of eight
denominations was issued at Malé. The de-
sign shows a palm tree at the left and a small
fishing boat (a dhoni) at the right. (See Fig.
11.) These stamps were recess printed by
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. The Maldivian
currency was changed at this time to 100
lares equal 1 rupee, and the values are
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Fig. 12. The Margin imprint of the 1950 issue.

shown in both English and Arabic figures.
The present Maldivian Government Repre-
sentative in Colombo spells the plural of lares
as “lari,” while on the stamps of this issue
it is spelled “larees.”

The issue consists of the following: 2 L
olive, 3 1. blue, 5 l. emerald, 6 1. red brown,
10 L. scarlet, 15 1. orange, 50 1. violet, and
1 rupee chocolate. Lieut. Ronald G. Shelley,
R. N. writes me that when he visited the
post office at Malé in late 1955, the 1 rupee
value had been sold out. The stamps mea-
sure 25% by 2174 mm. and are perforated
13. They are printed on unwatermarked
white wove paper. I have the sheet margins
of the 3, 5, 6, 10, 25 and 50 lares stamps,
with the inscription reading Bradbury, Wil-
kinson & Co. LLd. New Malden, Surrey, Eng-
land, with a script plate number 1, through
the kindness of Lieut. Shelley. (See Fig. 12.)
I have the complete set used (each stamp
carrying a different date, and, therefore,
probably not philatelically postmarked) in-
dicating that the stamps were good for post-
age outside of the Islands.

Through the courtesy of Messrs Bradbury,
Wilkinson & Co. I am able to give the de-
tails of how this issue was printed. The
values were printed in pairs, 50 stamps of
each value on plates of 100. In each case the
panes were 5 by 10. The pairs were as fol-
lows: 50 and 25 lares, 15 and 10 lares, 6 and
2 lares, and 5 and 3 lares. The stamps were
delivered in panes of 50 in each case. The 1
rupee was presumably printed from a plate
of 50, although Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson
do not mention this point.

The Fifth Regular Issue of 1952

In 1952 two new stamps, recess printed by
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. were issued un-
der the Sultanate, as the Republic was not
in being until January 1, 1953. The 3 1.
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Fig. 13. The two new designs of the fifth
regular issue of 1952.

shows four Maldivian fishes and is printed in
blue. The 5 1. shows a group of Maldivian
products and is printed in emerald green.
(See Fig. 13.) The stamps are on white
wove paper without watermark. They mea-
sure 25% by 2174 mm. and are perforated 13.
The sheet margins of the 3 and the 5 lares
reads the same as those of the previous issue,
although the plate number 1 is of slightly
different design.

Up until now it had been supposed that the
issue of the 1952 consisted of two values only,
the 3 1. and 51. However, Messrs Bradbury,
Wilkinson & Co. have informed me that this
issue was the “same method of printing as
the 1950 issue, with the same combinations
except in the case of the 5 and 3 larees which
were of new design.” So we now know that
instead of the 1952 issue consisting of two
only, it actually consisted of eight values,
with two of them of different design.

In reply to my inquiry as to whether there
were any differences between the 1950 and
1952 issues, Messrs Bradbury, Wilkinson &
Co. have written me: “With regard to dif-
ferences between the 1950 and 1952 printings,
apart from the different designs of the 3 and
5 larees values, we would say that there
would exist only those very slight differences
which are inevitable between two printings
of the same stamp from the same plates and
which, as stamp printers, we trust are not
sufficiently obvious to attract the attention of
philatelists!” So far I have discovered no
differences.

The four species of fish shown on the 3 L.
stamp are the canely, with no stripes; the
catibilo or true bonita; the lati resembling
the catabilo but with a narrower tail, and
the ragony, a spotted variety smaller than
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Fig. 14. The lares and rupee values of the
sixth regular issue of 1956.

the canely. The delineation of these fish
leaves something to be desired from the
naturalist’s point of view. I had supposed
that “maldive fish” was made up of these four
species, but a recent letter from the American
Ambassador states: “Maldive fish which is a
necessity of Ceylonese curry eaters is dried
Bonita. These fish are caught in great num-
bers by the Maldivians, placed on racks in the
sun and then shipped to Ceylon by buggalo,
a two-masted sailing dhow.

“Aside from a few sea shells, ambergris,
lacquer work, etc.,, Maldive fish is the only
important rupee earner that the Islands have.

“The reason the Ceylonese, and for that
matter all East Indians, like salted dried
fish on their curry is that it gives a tang and
spice to the dish. Maldive fish, in my opin-
ion, also imparts an unpleasant fishy odor
but one gets used to it. The Islanders do
not catch these fish with nets. They jerk
them into the boat by means of a coir line
tied to a rod. The hook used has no barb
and has a swollen shaft which the Bonita
evidently take to be a small fish. The fisher-
man sails into a shoal and stays with it until
his dhoni is virtually awash with 10 or 153
pound Bonita.”

Maldive fish has become an indispensable
item in the diet of the people of Ceylon. Dur-
ing the war it was rationed! In 1948 over
63,000 hundred weight were exported to Cey-

lon, valued at 3,834,856 rupees. With a busi-
ness considerably in excess of this amount we
can understand the need for postage stamps.

The Sixth Regular Issue of 1956

On April 17, 1956, the American Ambassa-
dor to Ceylon sent me a new issue of Mal-
divian stamps, which had just been presented
to him by the Sultan. These reached me on
April 26, 1956, and as far as I can discover
they had not been reported to the philatelic
press up to that time. The issue consists of
eleven values: 2 1. purple, 3 1. dark green,
5 1. reddish brown, 6 1. dark blue, 10 l. emer-
ald green, 15 1. chocolate, 25 1. scarlet, 50 1.
orange, 1 rupee emerald green, 5 rupees blue,
and 10 rupees reddish purple. (See Fig. 14)

The 2 lares through the 50 lares values
measure 34% by 18 mm. from the outside
points of the fluted borders. The rupee val-
ues measure 35%% by 22 mm. The lares val-
ues show the entrance to the inner harbor at
Malé, with lighthouses on either side, a col-
orless block containing an Arabic inscrip-
tion at the upper left and a crescent enclos-
ing a star at the upper right. At the lower
left corner is the value in English, and across
the bottom is Maldive Islands in old English
upper and lower case letters, with the value
in Arabic at the lower right corner.

The rupee values show the wall of a fort-
ress with a flying flag at the left and the Sul-
tan's Palace, also flying a flag, at the right*
Connecting the two is a wall with a covered
entrance next to the building. At the top
center of the design is a colorless block with
an Arabic inscription. At the upper right
hand corner is a colorless rectangle enclosing
the value in English, and at the lower left
hand corner is a similar rectangle showing
the value in Arabic. Across the bottom in a
ribbon is Maldive Islands in sans serif block
letters. All the stamps are recess printed.
The lares values are perforated 1315; the
rupee values are 1175 by 11.

This issue was printed by Bradbury, Wil-
kinson & Co. in 1955. Each value was print-
ed in sheets of 100 stamps, 2 panes of 50, and
the stamps were delivered in panes of 30,
presumably 5 by 10. As this is being writ-

* The Maldivian flag is rectangular with a red
border and a green center with a white crescent in it.
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Fig. 15. A registered cover to Seabright, N. |. dated 1910.

ten in July, 1956, the stamps have been re-
leased at the Malé post office. In view of the
fact that the Maldives are not members of
the Universal Postal Union, and that the
stamps can only be used in the Islands and
the Laccadive Islands according to our Am-
bassador, there is some question as to the
need for these stamps in eleven different
denominations.

However, various commercial covers dated
as late as 1956, addressed to India, carry
Maldivian stamps of several issues.

Official Envelopes

Lieut. Shelley sent me an ofhicial envelope,
which he obtained in the Malé post office.
It measures 9 by 4 inches and is buff. Print-
ed in black across the top front is “On His
Highness’s Service” in upper and lower case
letters with a black line under them. At the
lower left hand corner appears, also in black,
From / GENERAL POST OFFICE /
MALE ./ MALDIVE ISLANDS.

During the period of the Republic in 1953,
a smaller official envelope measuring 6 by
3% inches, with “On Maldivian Govt. Serv-
ice” in upper and lower case black letters,
and with a line under this, was issued. Mr.
John Field has a specimen of this envelope,
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handstamped in purple at the lower left hand
corner with The/Maldive Government Rep-
resentative / COLOMBO. It carries the
postmark of Colombo, dated 16 Jly 1953.

Mr. Field also has a 6 by 374 inch official
envelope, bearing stamps of Ceylon, and post-
marked at Colombo on 5 August 1955, with
“On His Highness’'s Service.” in upper and
lower case black letters with a black line
underneath. This envelope was used by the
Maldivian Government Representative in Co-
lombo. Another official envelope, the same
as the one first described, is dated 22 VIII
37 at the Maldive post office. It was ad-
dressed to San Francisco and carries 22 cents
in postage of the 1933 issue.

Maldivian Covers

We have noted that the Governor of Cey-
lon decreed that no more overprinted stamps
should be issued, after the second printing
was sold out by March 2, 1907. Then there
was a regular Maldive issue in 1909. Figure
3 shows a registered cover dated June 1,
1907. On the front it carries a 2c and two 5c
overprinted stamps. This is an overprinted
Maldives (in black) registered cover with a
pink 10c embossed Edward VII Ceylon Reg-
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Fig. 16. A cover to Maggona dated 1907.

istration envelope stamp on the flap of the
envelope. It is a “Thos. De La Rue & Co.
Patent,” as printed under the flap. The post-
age stamps on the face of the cover carry the
Maldives postmark, and on the back of the
envelope are two circular Colombo marks
and a circular Yatiyantota postmark, all in
black. The letter was addressed to Yatiyan-
tota, Ceylon. This patented registration en-
velope is listed by Robson Lowe as R. P. 1,
under Maldive Islands, overprinted in black
on an R. P. 8 Ceylon registered envelope. In
the lower left hand corner of the front of the
envelope is written in ms From/P.M./Mal-
dive Islands. In Gibbons W eekly of Sept. 12,
1908, D. B. Armstrong notes that the over-
printed issues of 1906 were sold out at Malé
by March 2, 1907. But here are three of the
stamps being used by the Postmaster of the
Maldives on June 6, 1907. We can only as-
sume that although no more stamps were sold
to the public after March 2nd, the post-
master still had some for his own use—as
did others who had purchased the stamps
previously. Or possibly Mr. Armstrong’s
note in Gibbons Weekly was in error.

We show in Figure 15 an interesting regis-

tered cover dated January 31, 1910, in the
Maldive postmark. It carries pairs of the
2¢, 3, 5¢ and 10c stamps of the 1909 De La
Rue engraved issue. The letter is addressed
to Seabright, N. J. and carries a purple regis-
tered postmark of that town, dated March
17, 1910. On the reverse are a black circle
Colombo registered mark, a purple double cir-
cle Seabright registered mark, a red double
oval New York registry mark, a double oval
black Registry Division, N. Y. mark, and a
double circle red Station New York regis-
tered mark, the letter having been forwarded
from Seabright to New York. Note the
square boxed R mark on the front of the
cover, measuring 14 by 14 mm. The same
handstamp is still in use in the Maldives and
is shown in an article by Lieut. Ronald G.
Shelley, R.N. in January-February 1956 is-
sue of the Stamp Lover magazine. Lieut.
Shelley obtained an impression of this stamp,
and of the regular Maldive Islands postmark
when in Malé in 1955. It is evident that
both of the original handstamps are still in
use.

In Figure 16 is a cover dated Sept. 26,
1907, carrying the 5c overprinted stamp of
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Fig. 17. Censored cover with 1909 issue dated 1943.

1906 which was reported sold out in March
1907. On the reverse is a Colombo post-
mark dated Oct. 1, 1907, and a double circle
Maggona postmark dated Oct. 1, 1907. It
is evident that the overprinted issue was still
valid after it had been sold at Malé, and
that the Governor’s decree that no more
stamps of Ceylon should be overprinted for
use in the Maldives did not prevent existing
overprinted stamps being used for postage.

It is interesting, however, to note that the
Ceylon 5¢ Scott No. 197, shown in the table
of Ceylon stamps without overprint, does not
carry the overprint. It is unfortunate that
the date on this Maldive postmark cannot be
read. This, of course, is the same issue of
Ceylon that was overprinted, and shows that
after the Governor’s decree the stamps of
Ceylon without overprint were valid in the

Maldives.

We now face another minor mystery. The
table of Ceylon stamps carrying Maldive
postmarks shows that such stamps were used
as late as 1940. However, in 1909 there was
a regular issue of definitive Maldive stamps.
In Figure 15 we see this issue used on a
cover in 1910. In 1933 there was another
issue of Maldive stamps, photogravured by
Harrison & Sons. In Figure 17 we see a
3¢ and 5c of this issue used on the reverse of
a censored cover dated Nov. 29, 1943. On

the front of this cover is written “Letter in
Gujarati,” as a guide to the censor. I have
the 1933 issue used on a cover dated June
28, 1938. But in the table we see that
Ceylon stamps were used in the Maldives as
late as 1940. I also have a block of the 1933
issue used on December 7, 1955. Both the
1950 and 1953 issues were available at the
Malé post office on that date, and we can
only surmise that Lieut. Shelley used the
1933 stamps on this cover for philatelic rea-
sons. It might be of interest to note that I
have a used block of the s5c of the first over-
printed issue of 1906 with a Maldive post-
mark dated October 29, 1931, and a used
block of the 10c of the 1909 issue postmarked
in the Maldives on January 16, 1922. It may
be becoming clearer why I find the Maldive
Islands a rather absorbing study!

Robson Lowe says, in regard to the 1906
overprinted issue: “After two small print-
ings had been made a decree was issued for-
bidding further printings as the demands for
stamps appeared mainly for the purpose of
filling philatelic requirements.” I might add
that I have a 2c, 3c, and 5¢ of the 1909 (De
La Rue) issue, cancelled in Malé on June
25, 1910, with the original gum intact, which
leads one to believe that the Maldivian postal
authorities were not above giving the Gover-
nor of Ceylon some grounds for his sus-
picions!
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(Top) A genuine;
feit overprint of the 1906 issue.

(Below) a counter-

Counterfeits

There have been counterfeits of the over-
print on the 1906 issue. Robson Lowe, in
his Encyclopedia, says: “It is usual to find at
least one forged overprint in a complete set
of this issue.” I can unhappily confirm this
statement, as [ have never bought a set of
these stamps without one counterfeited over-
print—usually on the 3c.

In Figure 18 are shown the genuine and a
counterfeit overprint. You will note that the
genuine overprint can be recognized by the
thinner left leg of the “M,” while this counter-
feit has a heavier left leg and the top of the
“M?” is not as sharp and clean as it should be.
So far as I know this issue is the only one
subject to counterfeiting.

When the overprinted issue appeared—or
shortly thereafter—the quantities of the first
overprinting were known to the British phila-
telic press. You will remember that only
600 copies of the 3 cent stamp were issued
in the first printing. I suspect that the rea-
son one finds more counterfeit overprints on

352

aAsashasaihs

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL.

this value is because the forger decided that
600 stamps would make his nefarious be-
havior more profitable, and presumably it
was, at least until the second printing of 3000
more 3 cent stamps appeared. As a total of
only 1200 stamps each of the 15 cent and 25
cent were overprinted, it would be wise to
examine these with a skeptical eye for count-
erfeit overprints.

Use of Stamps on Foreign Mail

In spite of many commercially used covers
addressed to Ceylon and India, the Maldive
Islands are not members of the Universal
Postal Union. The Director of the Union
writes me under date of April 9, 1956: “I
regret to tell you the Maldive Islands are
one of the only territories of the world not
included in the Universal Postal Union.”

In years gone by, when Ceylon was part
of the British Empire, and the Maldives were
a Protectorate of Ceylon and administered
by the British High Commissioner in Ceylon,
Maldive postage stamps were obviously hon-
ored by members of the Universal Postal
Union, as shown by several of the covers il-
lustrated. Unfortunately the Director of the
Union, in reply to my recent inquiry as to
this matter, writes: “I am not in a position
to furnish you the information of a philatelic
nature which you wish to obtain on this
subject.”

The American Ambassador to Ceylon has
recently informed me that Maldivian stamps
are acceptable for postage in the Laccadive
Islands, as well as the Maldives, at the pres-
ent time, but it is his understanding that they
are not good elsewhere, including Ceylon.
However, covers known to me, dated in 1956
show that the stamps of the Maldives are
valid for postage to India.

A cover is shown in Figure 19 carrying the
overprinted stamps of 1906, which was mailed
from Malé, but the stamps are cancelled with
the Colombo Registration postmark, and the
cover bears the boxed R of Colombo, measur-
ing 135 by 1374 mm. There are no Mal-
divian postal markings on either the front or
the back of this cover. Messrs E. G. Adam-
aly had an office in Malé, as well as in Co-
lombo, and this letter is addressed to their
Colombo office “Post Bag, No. A 20.” I
show in Figure 20 another cover of this
company with the same address mailed from
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Fig. 19. Post Bag No. A 20 cover cancelled at Colombo.

Malé, on which the stamps were cancelled
with the Maldive Islands postmark alone.
The cover in Fig. 19 apparently did not go
through the Malé post office, although in the
lower left hand corner is written “From/
E. G. Adamaly & Co / Maldive Islands,”
and Maldivian stamps were used for its car-
riage. This company could apparently send
mail by special bag directly to Ceylon with-
out first placing it in the post office at Malé.

Postal Rates

It has been a great temptation to ignore the
problem of postal rates of the Maldives due
to the seemingly impossible difficulty of ob-
taining accurate information about them. Re-
quests to the Maldivian Government for
facts about the rates have met with silence.
The complete lack of cooperation on the part
of the post office employees which Lieut.
Shelley met with when he visited Malé, indi-
cates that students of Maldivian postal mat-
ters will have to rely on such evidence as can
be obtained by studying as many covers as
possible. Fortunately Mr. M. H. Robert-
shaw of Sheffield, England, has a large num-
ber of covers mailed from the Maldives in
recent years, and he is making these avail-
able to me. Mr. John F. Field of Califor-
nia and Mr. Millard H. Mack of Ohio, also

have a number of earlier covers, and these,
together with others in my possession, have
afforded some background material on which
to base a few facts.

Covers dated 1907, bearing the overprinted
issue of 1906, show that the rate for ordinary
letters (as opposed to registered mail) from
the Maldives to both Ceylon and India, was
5 cents. Further evidence of this rate is the
fact the overprinted stamped envelope and the
letter card both carried the 5 cent stamp. A
cover from Malé to Colombo dated Decem-
ber 1906, carried 10 cents postage, but this
apparently was a double rate letter.

A registered cover dated 1907 bears 12
cents in stamps of the overprinted issue on
the front and on the back is the overprinted
pink registery envelope stamp of 10 cent val-
ue. This cover was mailed from Malé to
Colombo. The total postage on it is 22 cents.
Another registered cover dated 1907, from
Malé to Colombo, carries 16 cents in stamps
of the overprinted issue. The only explana-
tion of these two seemingly unusual rates
that I can think of is that the first letter was
double weight and the single rate was 6 cents,
which would account for 12 of the 22 cents
on the cover, the remaining 10 cents being
for registration. Then the second cover, with
16 cents would have been a single weight let-
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ter at 6 cents, plus 10 cents for registration.
I realize that the rate for ordinary mail at
this time was 5 cents; but I invite you to give
a better explanation of the 22 and 16 cent
rates on these two contemporary covers! Just
to add spice to the problem. Mr. Millard
Mack has a cover dated Dec. 12, 1906 carry-
ing a 17 cent rate.

Figure 15 shows a registered cover from
Malé to Seabright, N. J. dated 1910. It car-
ries 40 cents postage of the 1909 issue. Al-
though all the stamps of the issue are repre-
sented, I do not believe that this is a phila-
telic cover. So we may assume that the rate
for a registered letter from Malé to the
United States in 1910 was 40 cents.

The next cover that I have been able to
find dated between 1910 and 1949 is one from
Malé to India dated 1943. It is shown in
Figure 17 and carries 8 cents postage of the
1933 issue. I also have a cover from Malé
to India dated 1944 carrying an 8 cent rate.
You will notice later that in 1951 and 1952
several letters from Malé to India carried 8
lares in postage. Does this indicate that at
one time the rate was 8 lares? (or cents).
This might account for the mysterious 8 lares
which will be mentioned later. In any event,
the application of rates at the Malé post
office often appears to have been loosely
regulated.

If you will refer to the list of Ceylonese
stamps (without overprint) mentioned earli-
er, you will see that the preponderance of
them were the 6 cent value, and that the
others could have readily been used to make
up a 6 cent rate. These stamps were used
between 1927 and 1940. In the absence of
covers dated between 1907 and 1943 we can
only speculate as to rates and must fall back
on circumstantial evidence.

The 1909 issue did not contain a 6 cent
stamp, and it is probable that the 5 cent rate
still obtained. (By the way, the rate to Cey-
lon and to India appears to have always been
the same.) The 1933 issue did contain a
6 cent value, and the number of 3 and 6 cent
values in the Ceylonese stamps listed above,
might well indicate that a 6 cent rate was in
force for some years, and that by or before
1943 the rate was increased to 8 cents (See
Figure 17. Sometime before 1949 the rate
was increased to 10 lares (lares and cents
being of the same postal value).

In further support of the possibility that
by 1933 the regular rate of postage increased
from s5c to 6¢, is the fact that Gibbons lists
the sc value as being worth more than the
6¢c. This presumably means that there were
more 6¢ stamps used and they are therefore
more plentiful. Scott, however, lists the 6c
at twice the value of the sc; but I imagine
that Gibbons has had more experience with
the sale of the issue, and that their prices re-
flect actual values more reliably.

What I believe to be the largest collec-
tion of modern Maldivian covers belongs to
Mr. M. H. Robertshaw. He has been kind
enough to list his covers, all of which were
mailed from Malé to Morvi, District of
Saurashtra, India. Without exception they
were all used commercially, and thus provide
an excellent guide to postal rates during the
period of their use. Eighty-three individual
covers have been listed, and another group,
all carrying the same amount of postage, have
been added. Space forbids an individual list-
ing of the covers, but certain definite con-
clusions may be reached from them.

In 1949 the rate for regular letters was 10
lares, and an air mail letter carries 25 lares.
In 1950, 30 covers bear the 10 lares rate.
In 1951 one cover has two 6 lares stamps,
probably because the sender did not have the
necessary 10 l. or two 5 l. stamps on hand;
but 16 covers bear the regular 10 l. date.
Strangely enough three covers in 1951 bear
8 1. and on two of these had been written
“by air mail” which was later erased. Why
these came through with this rate is a mys-
tery.

In 1952 three covers bear the 10 l. rate,
one bears 13 1. (a 10 1. plus a 3 1.), and three
more bear the mysterious 8 1. rate. These
covers are all dated during the first part of
the year. In October, 1952, three covers bear
20 l., another bears 30 1. and still another
25 I. It is evident, however, that the rate of
10 1. was raised to 20 l. around the middle of
1952. This is further borne out by the fact
that in 1953 nine covers bear the 20 l. rate,
although two more covers bear 25 1.

In 1954, 1955, and 1956 another large
group of covers carry the 20 l. rate. In
1954 two registered covers carry 50 l. which
establishes the rate for this class of mail.
In 1955 two covers bear 30 1. and provide
another mystery, while a third cover carries
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Messrs. E. G. ADAMALY & Co.,

POST BAG, No. A 20,

COLOMBO,

CEYLON.

Fig. 20. Post Bay No. A 20 cover cancelled at Malé.

21 I. From the stamps on this cover it
would seem that the sender did not have
stamps on hand to make the 20 1. rate, and
overpaid 1 lares.

Mr. Robertshaw sums up the matter thus:
for some time previous to October, 1952, the
rate for ordinary letters was 10 lares, but
by October of that year the rate was raised
to 20 lares. The rate for registered letters
is now 50 lares. Unexplained are the 8
lares rate of 1951/52; the 25 lares rate of
1952, and the 30 lares rate of 1955. (I would
add that in 1949 the rate for air mail was
25 lares, and the 1952 cover bearing 25 lares
may have been an air mail letter, although
not so marked.) The four covers of 1955
bearing 30 lares, and the three 1951 and

Mailed at Malé

14. XII. 1954 3 Jan 1955
11. V. 1955 31 May 1955
22. VI. 1955 1 July 1955
14. VIIL. 1955 23 July 1955
24. 1X. 1955 4 Oct. 1955
20. X. 1954 1 Nov. 1954

Another point to be noted in connection
with these covers is that lares and cents are
of equivalent value for postal purposes. The
time in transit varied from ten days to three
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Received at Vankaner

three 1952 covers with 8 lares are still puz-
zles. 1 suggest that in view of Lieut. Shel-
ley’s experience at the Malé Post Office in
1955, one might suspect that the postal clerks
are not unduly meticulous in the carrying out
of their duties and this might explain the
“puzzles.”

An interesting group of covers in my col-
lection confirms that in 1954 and 1955 the
postal rate from Malé to India was 20 lares.
These covers were all addressed to Van-
kaner, Saurashtra, India, and carry the post-
mark of that place, as well as the regular
Maldive Islands postmark. Four different
issues of Maldivian stamps are on the covers,
and as they were all commercially used, the
validity of these issues is established.

Postage stamps used

3 1. and 15 L. of 1952 issue

10 cent of 1909 issue

two 10 L. of 1950 issue

two 10 cent of 1933 issue

two 6 L. of 1950 issue, two 3 1. of 1950 issue,
one 2 cent of 1933 issue

one 15 l. of 1950 issue and one 5 1. of 1952
issue

2. 1.,
two

weeks. These are unregistered letters and
there is no indication that they were sent by
air mail. They are all addressed ‘“Via
Bombay.”
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When we see issues from 1909 to 1952 be-
ing used on legitimate commercially used
covers in 1955, we can hardly be blamed for
suspecting that the Maldives have at times
ordered more quantities of certain stamps
than they had need for. The wonder is that
stamps of the 1909 issue should still be in
good condition, as to gum, having been in a
tropical country that is “more sea than land”
for almost half a century.

Mr. Millard H. Mack of Cincinnati has
kindly sent me a list of the covers in his col-
lection. The earliest, dated October 3, 1906,
is addressed to Colombo and carries two 2c
stamps of the 1906 issue. As the post of-
fice had been open for barely a month, this
rate was obviously in error due to inexperi-
ence. Five other covers dated 1906 to 1910
from Malé to Colombo all carry the 5 cent
rate, as does a cover dated 1907 addressed to
India. One registered cover in 1907 carries
the 25 cent rate.

Of particular interest is a cover dated July
27, 1946, from Malé to Jamnagar, India,
with a 3 and a 5 cent stamp of the 1933 is-
sue. This indicates that the rate of 8 cents
was in force in 1946, and I have a cover
dated 1943 carrying a rate of 8 lares, which
seems to confirm this rate.

In Mr. Field’s collection is a censored
cover from Malé to Whittier, California,
bearing a 10c and a 15c stamp of the 1933
issue. The letter was from the Postmaster
General of the Maldives, who certainly
should have known the correct rate for the
cover. Another group of covers in this col-
lection was addressed to a well known dealer
in England, and the selection of the stamps
on them indicate that they were “philatelic”
covers, and thus not reliable indications of
postal rates.

A brief summary of the probable postal
rates is suggested as follows: originally the
rate was 5 cents; sometime around the middle
of 1933 the rate was 6 cents; there was an
8 lares rate for a while; then the rate was
definitely 10 lares until about October 1952
when the rate was raised to 20 lares, which
appears to be the rate at present. All of
these rates apply to letters between Malé
and Ceylon and India. Overseas rates be-
yond these two countries are extremely con-
fused by the miscellaneous “philatelic” covers
which the Maldivian Post Office appears to

have been willing to pass in an effort to cater
to philatelists and stamp dealers.

The commerce of the Maldives has been
largely confined to Ceylon, with a lesser
amount to India, and the great bulk of legiti-
mate commercial mail has been with these
two countries. [ have never seen a cover
addressed to any other country that was not
open to suspicion of being “philatelic.” That,
of course, does not mean that legitimate com-
mercial covers to other countries do not
exist.

After this manuscript was delivered to the
Editor, I received a very interesting com-
munication from Ceylon in regard to the
postal rates. Mr. Douglas M. Cochran, of
the American Embassy staff, was kind enough
to devote some of his free time to an investi-
gation in “the dingy recesses of the Post
Office” in Colombo. He received from the
Postmaster General of Ceylon a table of
postal rates from Ceylon to Malé from 1906
to date. ‘“‘According to the Superintendent of
Mails, Ceylon and Maldive postal rates are
understood to have been equivalent between
1908 [1906?] and 1947, when Ceylon
achieved independence. From 1947 forward,
the Superintendent is of the opinion that the
rates have remained more or less equivalent.”
In a covering letter the Postmaster General
says, among other things: “There is no Mon-
ey Order or Postal Order Service with
Malé.”

Due to lack of space I shall only list the
first class letter rates and registration rates
from the table. Perhaps in a later issue it
may be possible to reproduce the entire table
of rates for various classes of postage. From
1906 to 1919 first class rate was 5 cts. for
every ounce. From 1919 to 1926 it was
6 cts. for every 4 ounces. From 1926 to 1930
it was 5 cts. for every 2 ounces. From 1930
to 1942 the rate was 6 cts. for every 2 ounces.
In 1942 the rate was 6 cts. for the first ounce
and 3 cts. for each additional ounce. In 1949
it was 5 cts. for every ¥ ounce, and in 1953
the rate was 6 cts. for every ounce. Re-
member, these rates were those of Ceylon to
the Maldives, and not necessarily those of the
Maldives to Ceylon, although that is indi-
cated.

The Registration Rate from Ceylon to the
Maldives was 1octs. in 1906. In 1919 this
was raised to 15 cts. and that rate was in
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force until 1949 when the rate was raised to
20 cts. In 1953 the rate was made 25 cts.

In view of the fact that the rates of ex-
change between Ceylonese and Maldivian
currency may have changed from time to time
it is doubtful if the above rates are identical
with rates from Malé to Ceylon and India.
I suggest that my studies of the available
covers mentioned in this article may be use-
ful in a final determination of Maldivian
rates.

Addu Atoll Field Post Office

I recently dined with several high ranking
British Naval Officers and, of course, asked
them whether they had ever visited the Mal-
dive Islands. Three of them said they had
been to Addu Atoll during the late World
War. At the time I was somewhat sur-
prised at this, but in looking through Mr.
John Field’s collection I discovered two cov-
ers carrying a circular F. P. O. No. 150 post-
mark. There was also a copy of a letter ad-
dressed to the U. S. Army Attaché in New
Delhi, from the Chief of the General Staff in
New Delhi, stating that “Field Post Office
150 was functioning in the Maldive Islands
at Addu Atoll during Feb 1943 to June 1945.”
Mr. Field notes that Addu was Prime Minis-
ter Churchill’s secret base in the Indian
Ocean during World War 11, and that “the
harbor can accommodate the entire British
Fleet.”

Collectors of Maldivian postal material
can therefore add covers bearing this F. P. O.
No. 150 postmark to their collections—if they
can find them. The postmark is a double
circle, measures 32 mm. in diameter, and has
a wide band running across it in which No.
150 and the date appear. In the upper seg-
ment of the double circle appear the letters
F. P. O. Between the circle above and be-
low the broad band are seven small perpen-
dicular lines. The width of the transverse
band is 16 mm. The color is black. (See
Fig. 21)

Some Final Notes on The Maldives

The Maldivians are a separate people, with
a language and a literature of their own.
They have much in common with the Sinha-
lese of Ceylon and evidence some influence of
Moorish and Arabian navigators, who at

24MAR43

-.“ll’—v,

Fig. 21. F. P. O. postmark of Addu Atoll.

one time and another visited the islands.
Originally the first settlers embraced Buddh-
ism, but it was not long before they became
Muslims, which they are to this day.

The oldest form of Maldivian writing is
the “Evala Akuru.” It resembles mediaeval
Sinhalese very closely. This developed into
“Dives Akuru” which, like the former is
written from right to left. The present day
“Tana” is based on Arabic and Persian script,
and has been in use since the seventeenth cen-
tury. On the stamps of the Maldives the
inscriptions are in Arabic and English. The
Ceylonese feel that the Maldivians are cou-
sins, although a separate people, and it is
undoubtedly true that the first settlers in the
islands came from Lanka, another name for
Ceylon.

The highest rank the Sultan can bestow is
that of “Kilegefanu.” Only six nobles may
hold this rank at any one time. The degrees
of the rank are: Rannabaderi Kilegefanu,
Dhorimeina Kilegefanu, Famuladeri Kilege-
fanu, Farana Kilegefanu, and Mafat Kilege-
fanu. I mention these ranks of nobility as
they sometimes appear after the name of the
leaders of the Maldives, and confuse the
foreigner unaquainted with them. There are
also six orders that can be bestowed. In
order of the rank they are: The Distin-
guished Order of the Qasi (N.Q.I.V.), The
Distinguished Order of Izzuddin (N.I.I.V.),
The Ibrahimi Order (N.I.V.), The Majidi
Order (N.M.V), and two military orders,
Military Gold Medal (A.M.I.V.) and Mili-
tary Silver Medal (A.M.V.) These letters
often appear after the names of well known
citizens.

So that is my story of the 2000 Enchanted
Isles and their postage stamps, as I know
it today.
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The Postage Stamps of ]asdan

By H. D. S. HAVERBECK

The Feudatory State of Jasdan is situated
in the Kathiawar Peninsula. It comprises an
area of 283 square miles, containing 62 vil-
lages with a total population of approximate-
ly 30,000 people. The annual revenue is ap-
proximately 290,000 Rupees, out of which a
tribute of 10,660 Rupees is paid annually to
the British Government, Baroda and Juna-
garh. The State maintains an army of 341
men.

On March 15, 1942, the State inaugurated
its own postal system. A postage stamp of
the denomination of 1 anna was placed on
sale on the same date. The design can be
seen from the illustration. The full face of
the sun shows the caste mark of the Brahmin,
and is surrounded by inscriptions in Gujrati
characters. The upper part of the inscription
reads “Rajsathan Jasdan” meaning “King-
dom of Jasdan”; the lower half “Darbari
Tappal” meaning Government Post. The de-
nomination, One Anna, appears in English in
the top panel with the figures of value in
corner boxes, while at the bottom, similarly
arranged, it appears in Gujrati characters.

The stamps, which come in shades of green
color, were printed by typography in small
sheets of both four or eight stamps, bound
into booklets containing 200 stamps. Up to
March, 1944, the total number printed
amounted to 13,000. The printing was done
by Messrs L. V. Indap and Co. of Bombay.

Careful study of these stamps indicates
that there were three printings of the sheets
of four and two printings of the sheets of
eight. Separate groups of clichés were used
for the sheets of eight. All of the clichés
were prepared from one master die. The dis-
tinguishing features of the different print-
ings are found in the spacing of the clichés

ONE ANNA| l
vt 9

se s 00

S8 0 a0 g00 009000008 %0000 0

I.......'...'.0.‘..00.....0‘

Sheet of four stamps from the third printing.

on the plate and in the color of the stamps.
The relative positions of the various clichés
do not appear to have been changed between
the printings.

The distinguishing marks of the clichés in
the plate of four subjects are as follows:

No. 1 The Sun’s ray at 6 o'clock and the
one to the right are joined at their
bases.

No. 2 There are two small colored dashes
diagonally under the upper left box,
one of which breaks the outer white
circle. There is a similar dash to
the right of the Sun’s ray at 3
o’clock.

No. 3 No constant flaws have been ob-
served.

No. 4 There is a white flaw across the
first character of the lower inscrip-
tion reading from left to right.
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Sheet of eight stamps from the first printing.

Two gauges of perforation were used on
the sheets of four, 104 and 8%4. There are
always two vertical lines of perforation and
one horizontal.

The change to a sheet of eight stamps
took place early in 1944. The distinguish-
ing marks of the clichés in the new plate are
as follows:

No. 1 There is a small notch in the outer
edge of the top frame line 2 mm.
from the upper left corner.

No. 2 There are two notches in the outer
left frame line about 10 mm. from
the upper left corner.

No. 3 There is a dent in the right frame
line beginning about 4 mm. above
the lower right corner.

No. 4 There is a small break in the lower
frame line 47 mm. from the left
corner and a notch in the same line
874 mm. from the left corner.

No. 5 The top frame line is decidedly
thinner over the word “ANNA”.

No. 6 The inner line of the three lines of

shading at the left side of the Sun’s
face is very short. The center line
of the same shading is broken.
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No. 7 There is a spot of color on the
Sun’s face at 9 o’clock.

No. 8 There is a dent in the outer edge
of the top frame line between “A”
and the first “N” of “ANNA".

The stamps in these sheets were perforated
all around. Again two gauges were used, 10

and 94.

There are, in addition to these constant
flaws which distinguish the various positions
in the second plate, certain flaws which ap-
pear only on these eight clichés. These may
be used to differentiate single stamps from
the plates of four and the plates of eight.
They are:

A. A white line in the outer colored frame
line at the top 474 mm. from the upper
right corner.

B. A small colored spur on the outside of
the right hand frame line at 3 o’clock.

C. A small colored dot in the ray of the
star at the left. This occurs in the
ray positioned at 7 o’clock.

The following table can be used as a guide
to the various printings:
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Printing
b ¢

wE e

No. of stamps

2x2
2X2
2x2
2X4
2%X4

Perforation

10%%

10
8%

10

94

Size of sheet
45x 55 mm
49 x 5874 mm
45%2 x 55 mm
96 x 56 mm
100 x 56 mm

Color
deep myrtle green
bluish green
yellow green
grass green
bluish green

Note: The measurements given for the size of the sheet take into consideration the
spacing of the stamps.

to the right hand side of the last stamp and from the top frame line to the bottom frame

line.

They are measured from the left hand side of the first stamp

Post offices were located in the towns of Jasdan, Vinchhia and in ten villages.

Check List

1. 1 anna deep myrtle green, bluish green,

a. sheet of four, perf. 1074
b. sheet of four, perf. 814

yellow green

(N)
(4N)
(8N)

2. 1 anna grass green, bluish green
a. sheet of 8 perf. 10
b. sheet of 8 perf. 974

Note: Used stamps are scarce.

decidedly rare.

(N)
(8N)
(16N)

Covers are

Epwin

Sternen G.
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1855 Jaffa Cancellation

By PAUL STEIN

In THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST,
Volume XXXIII, No. 5, September 1954,
there was an article French Levant, by
E. Tolkowsky.

On page 242 there is shown in- Fig. 10, -

Type III of the Jaffa cancellation, and men-
tioned on the same page that the earliest
known date is July 22nd, 1856.

I have in my collection a letter, dated July
gth, 7855, with the postmark of the follow-
ing day, backstamped in Marseille on July
22nd, 1855.

Also of great interest is the subject, with
which the following letter deals:

“Jaffa, July gth, 1855
Messrs.
Pastré brothers,
Marseilles.

“I have received your honorable letter of
June 20th last, in mail satchel No. 8, which
according to your wishes I have forwarded
to Mr. Botta.

“If T am not mistaken, it is more than
likely that this will be the last time, Gentle-
men, that I will have the pleasure of writing
you, unless future events put me in a posi-
tion to be again useful or agreeable to you.

“You will have learnt before we did of
Mr. Botia’s being named to the position of
General Consul at Tripoli of Barbarie; this
event has caused us all the most vivid pain,
for he was not only a Chief, but a father
and a friend that we had in Palestine; and,
as he regrets to leave a position that he has
occupied with such distinction and for so
long, we still have some hope—small it is
true—that upon his arrival in Paris, for
which he will leave tomorrow morning, it
might somehow happen that he will be re-
turned to us. . .. It would be a day of great
joy for all Frenchmen of Palestine.

“Please, accept, Gentlemen, my devoted
and sincere salutations,

J. PHILiBERT”

(Illustration On Page 362.)

PHILATELIC LITERATURE
Over the years, the COLLECTORS CLUB has published numerous

Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately.

Some have been

sold out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at prices

far above their original selling price.

A complete list of all our Handbooks still available can be obtained
free of charge by writing to the Executive Secretary, 22 East 35 Street,
New York 16, N. Y. A recent check showed that the supply of some is
dwindling fast, and they will be out of stock soon, not to be reprinted.

Better order now what you wish.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 361



FRENcH LEVANT

3()2 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI



BOOK REVIEWS

Maroc, Postes Francaises. By Exelmans and
O. de Pomyers. Amiens, France, Sept. 1948,
Editions Yvert & Tellier. Paper, 225 pp.,
price not given.

Review of a book more than eight years
after the date of its publication is quite ex-
ceptional. The justification is that this out-
standing specialized study of French Moroc-
can stamps has in no sense been superseded
in the intervening years and indeed is not
likely to become outdated for a long time to
come. Why this book has failed to receive
the attention it deserves is difficult to under-
stand, unless perhaps one assumes that copies
did not become available in this country un-
til long after it first appeared; normally the
philatelic press reviews only newly published
works. This is only a guess, however. What-
ever the reason, the book certainly has been
unjustly neglected, and it is no more than
right to attempt to make some restitution.

“Maroc, Postes Francaises” is a mono-
graph which embodies considerable original
research, not a priced catalogue. It discusses
in great detail the precursors and all of the
stamps issued prior to the Allied landings in
North Africa in November, 1942, with the
exception of the 1917 parcel post stamps and
with the addition of some postwar postage
due stamps (up to about 1946), plus a sec-
tion on essays and proofs. While its appeal
will undoubtedly be greatest to the specialist,
this book cannot fail to be of value to anyone
at all interested in the philately of French
Morocco.

The attempt is made to include informa-
tion not only about every known variety, but
about every identifiable printing where a
stamp was in production over a period of
years. Lavish use is made of descriptions of
differences in shades, papers, gums, color of
surcharges, even shape of millesime numbers
in succeeding decades, all with the aim of
making the discussion as complete as pos-
sible. In this connection the seventeen-page
analysis of the many printings of the 1917-
26 eight-value postage due series has to be
seen to be believed.

The impression is inescapable that the
authors’ first-hand knowledge of all phases of
French Moroccan philately is unmatched any-
where. In those instances where they do not
have in their own collections, or have not
seen, a particular variety they specifically so
state, but such instances are comparatively
few. Their studies have enabled them to
correct several errors included in the last
(1938) edition of ‘“the Yvert & Tellier
Specialized Catalogue for France and Colo-
nies,” and to report a number of varieties not
listed elsewhere.

Readers will find of great value the warn-
ings, where needed, about faked surcharges,
unauthorized printings made from the origi-
nal plates, made-to-order cancellations and
also the hints about the existence of dis-
tinctive characteristics helpful in recognizing
authentic varieties. Likewise helpful are the
brief but adequate descriptions of methods of
stamp production (typography, engraving and
photogravure), of the various plate layouts
and sheet markings, of the different kinds of
papers used, and of the various types of es-
says and proofs. The information about and
listing of varieties of the photogravure is-
sues, particularly of the first airmail issue,
should prove an eye-opener to most collectors,
indicating as they do the definite possibility
of plating every one of the stamps.

An entirely convincing case is presented
showing why two issues, long listed as legiti-
mate, ought to be stricken from the cata-
logues. The authors label the 1903 “P. P.”
overprints (Scott’s Nos. 24-25) a strictly
speculative local issue, without justification
on the basis of legitimate postal need. The
“first” 1914 Red Cross semi-postal (Scott’s
No. Br) is branded a phantasy, prepared in
a manner analogous to that said to have been
used to produce the many varieties of No.
B3, i.e., by persons who gained access for a
few hours to the printshop in Rabat where
the normal Red Cross stamps were being pro-
duced, the original surcharge plate being used
to turn out all of the varieties. Whether the
various catalogue editors are any more likely
to pay attention to the arguments presented
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than they generally do to the great mass of
published results of philatelic research is most
unlikely, however, to say the least.

One rather surprising oversight has been
noted by this reviewer: there is no discus-
sion of the plate retouches of the 1917 en-
graved issue. Even though they are aware
that retouching took place (see p. 212) the
authors state that they know of no constant
printing variety on any denomination in this
issue (p. 82). On the basis of information
uncovered in the course of his own unpub-
lished researches, this reviewer knows how
very inadequate the discussion-of the 1917 en-
graved issue actually is.

One might wish that diagrams had been
included to show the various types of sheet
markings, particularly of the photogravure
issues, to which reference is made in the
text. Also, photographs of at least one or
two of the well defined partial double trans-
fers to be found on several of the engraved
stamps would have been helpful. Their in-
clusion would probably have spurred col-
lectors to hunt for similar varieties, which
no doubt still remain unreported.

Only a very few errors in proofreading
have been noted. One in particular may be
mentioned here: on page 45 a variety D is
indicated as being located in position No. 49;
on page 46 (line 2) the position appears as
No. 99. (Charles Neidorf)

The Denmark 2 Rigsbank Skilling 1851-1852,
Descriptions of the 200 clichés, By S. Gron-
lund. Copenhagen, 1956.

The subject of this painstaking monograph
is the small blue stamp issued by Denmark
about one month later than the 4 RBS brown.
It describes and illustrates all the clichés used
by Ferslew and Thiele in its two printings.

The 2 RBS is by no means a common
stamp, less than a half million having been
the total issued. How it was possible for the
author to have procured or to have had ac-
cess to enough stamps for his research and
photography is hard to understand, yet he
says that it took him only about two years.

There are excellent line cuts of the ten
types and of the two hundred clichés, each
illustration uniformly enlarged a trifle more
than two and one-half times. The four
burelage types are also illustrated.

Under each cut is found the plate number,
the position number and that of the type.
This information is followed by a minutely
detailed description of the sometimes micro-
scopic flaws found on the stamp, and, when
it is remembered that the size of the stamp
is less than twenty millimeters square, find-
ing all the flaws could not have been easy.
The descriptive matter is very concise and
clear but is entirely in Danish. No English
supplement has been included as is quite of-
ten issued with Danish philatelic literature,
and would be difficult to work out much of
the text aided merely by a dictionary—par-
ticularly as there does not seem to be a good
Danish-English one available.

The ardent plater, however, would not
have difficulty in assigning his stamps to their
proper place by comparison with the cuts, but
he would have to remember that, as the
author points out, there are three types of
flaws to consider: (1) Innate flaws in the en-
graving or the clichés. (2) Faults sustained
during the printings. These, naturally, would
not be on all the stamps but would be recur-
rent on many. (3) Accumulated faults.
Disregarding the two latter categories,
enough of the primary flaws still visible
would furnish the identification.

The book is in a hard-glazed paper cover
printed in two colors, and the sixty-four
pages of text and illustrations are very clear-
ly printed on a fine quality paper. If you
do have one or more of these rather elusive
2 RBS stamps you would be sure to find this
excellent book of both interest and value.
(Paul Carlton)

The Springbok Half-Penny. By Gordon
Ward, M.D., F. R. P. S. L. London, 1956,
46 pp., paper. H. E. Wingfield & Co. s5s,
plus postage.

Dr. Ward’s articles as a serial in “the
Strand Stamp Journal” have here been as-
sembled into a coherent book, with emenda
tions at some points arising from additional
information. The result is a comprehensive
specialized study of this haypny stamp which
was in use, in its many variants, from 1926
to 1954. Not merely the regular adhesives
in sheets, but the single-color coil stamps, the
postal stationery and the booklets, are all
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treated. Excellent diagrams of jubilee lines,
sheet layouts and roto cylinder plans, to-
gether with fine practicable illustrations of
the varieties, are assembled in the rear por-
tion of the book.

Dr. Ward’s study is arranged primarily ac-
cording to the ‘“sets” of plates or rotogra-
vure cylinders which were used. He divides
these into six groups, each definitely delimited
by special circumstances or methods of use
in stamp production.

Dr. Ward’s preliminary statement of the
terminology must, of course, be carefully read
in order to use the book intelligently.

This reviewer found only one difficulty in
using the book. It is sometimes quite a task
to place some interesting specimen according
to Dr. Ward’s treatment, short of going
through the relevant section of group, plate
or cylinder set by set. Thus, it took some
little time to locate the conspicuous ‘“‘two
Afrikaans stamps together” coil variety.

The plating keys and charts are adequate,
free of confusion.

In fact, the only real qualm one may have
is whether this treatment may be beyond the
needs or desires of most collectors’ interests
in the 1926-54 pictorials of the Beloved
Country for which one must indeed cry.

(8. G. R.)

The Flight of Alcock & Brown r14-15 June
1919 by Graham Wallace. Published by
Putnam, 42 Great Russell St., London, Eng-
land. 312 pp. Cloth bound. Illustrated.
Price 18/-.

Most every collector, interested in either
air mail or Newfoundland stamps, will be
grateful to the Club Library for purchasing
this book that was published this year. It is
a fast moving account of the famous first
Trans-Atlantic flight, which gives a philat-
elist a vivid background to the well-known
Newfoundland 1919 air post issues—“The
Hawker”, “The Martinsyde” and the $1 on
15¢, the specific stamp issued for the Alcock-
Brown flight.

Consequently, any one collecting these
Jewfoundland air mails will have a #-
rreater appreciation and understanding -~
these items after he reads this exciting book.
One finds only a few passing references to

stamps, but the author devotes much atten-
tion to the mail that Alcock and Brown car-
ried on their famous flight. Stamp collecting
becomes so much more enjoyable after one
learns the stories behind the stamps. Here
is a book that offers this. (H. M. G.)

The Postmarks of Great Britain & Ireland,
Part Il by R. C. Alcock and F. E. Holland.
Published by R. C. Alcock, Ltd., 11 Regent
Street, Cheltenham, England. Price unknown.

To understand what this booklet of sixty-
four pages attempts to encompass in its sub-
ject field one must know the original work
published in 1940 and its fifteen supplements,
which have been issued to keep apace with
the discoveries being made almost continu-
ously of new postmarks, or in the extension
of known marks in time of use, color of ink
or scope of purpose. The original “Alcock
and Holland”, as it is more familiarly and
reverently known, was divided into three
main Parts for a total of seventeen Sections.
In Part IT or what would be more correct
Volume II the publishers have consolidated
all the data pertaining to Part I in the origi-
nal work, that have appeared as discovered
and reported in the eight individually pub-
lished Supplements and the seven scattered
Supplements of varying size which have ap-
peared periodically in ‘““The Philatelic Ad-
viser”.

Part I in the original dealt with the post-
marks prior to the introduction of General
Penny Postage and the continuation of the
use of certain classes of these postmarks to
about 1857. The Super Supplement issued
this year covers the same group.

While the appearance of this Supplement—
consolidation fulfills a very definite need, it
being quite a task in itself to acquire a com-
plete set of the Supplements, it will leave
many Great Britain and Ireland Postmark
students and collectors sorely disappointed.
For in truth what is needed is not this dis-
tillate of data to supplement the original, but
a complete re-issue of ‘“The Postmarks of
Great Britain and Ireland.” Part IT (Part I
in the original) and the two promised addi-
tions cover Parts Il and III of the original
are indeed welcome for they will reduce to a
minimum the now necessary cross referencing
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of the postmarks from the Supplements to the
original. Because of this there are more in-
terlinear notes in my “Alcock and Holland”
than usually found in the lazy student’s
Cicero.

The publishers hope that Part IT is suffi-
ciently autonomous to stand independent of
the original represents a bit of wishful think-
ing. Postponement of the index until the
last of the proposed three parts is pub-
lished provides the collector with a little of
this wishful thinking.

The typography and the line illustrations,
the quality of the paper and, most important,
the quality of content are all of the high
standard so typical of the House of Alcock.
This reviewer is not in complete agreement
with the deductions of Mr. J. V. Preston,
who has supplied the information for the re-
writing of the Unpaid Dublin Mermaids.
Figure 554 (no reference to the Mermaids
dimensions) has been seen as late as 1814
and on an entire originating in Scotland for
delivery in Dublin. A few other Irish ex-
tensions of use by date or in color, which are
in neither the original nor this work, were
noted. Among the latter is the Dublin scroll
Charity Letter marking (orig. Fig. 886) in
red. These, however, are minor and the
work suffers nothing from their omission. It
is not necessary to write that every collector
and student of British Postmarks should ob-
tain a copy, the mere announcement by the
House of Alcock that it has been published
establishes that necessity. It is impossible
to intelligently collect postmarks on philatelic
clairvoyance alone, the facts too are neces-

sary. (Malcolm G. O'Reilly)

Channel Islands — France Mail Services,
1683-1939, by William Newport. London,
20 pp. paper, Jan. 1956.

The Date-Stamps and Other Cancellations
of Jersey and Guernsey 1830-1956. By O. W.
Newport and O. J. Simpson. London, 20 pp.,
paper, mid-1956.

Both to be had at 75¢ each from Channel
Islands Specialists’ Society, 122 Woodyates
Road, London, S. E. 12, England.

These two handbook pamphlets are proper-
ly to be reviewed together, so the earlier
was held until the later one could arrive.
It is our understanding that at least two
more will appear, to form sections, it is pre-
sumed, of a comprehensive Channel Islands
handbook.

The first of these, on the Channel Islands
services to France, attracts attention because
of the accurate detail coverage of this little-
known service. Substantially every postmark
involved is pictured, actual size. For the
student of Movable Box services, the section
on this feature is particularly useful, giving
as it does the essential features to be taken
into account in understanding any such serv-
ice. The list of British stamps with French
cancellations, arising from this service, and
French stamps cancelled on the Channel
Islands or with the Movable Box marks, is
one of the valuable features. The final
“Guide to Values” section is also most il-
luminating as a market report.

The second book, Jersey and Guernsey
postmarks, is one of the most completely
competent postmark studies that this reviewer
has yet seen. Anyone attempting similar pub-
lication, whether for an office in the U. S. or
a small country in the antipodes, would be
well advised to secure a copy as his model
for procedure.

It is hard to review these little productions
adequately without seeming to ‘“rave,” be-
cause they are really done exactly right.

(S.G.R.)

366

SCHEDULED MEETINGS

December 5th

The Program will be presented by The Phila-
telic Foundation.

December 19th
Colombia. Jacob S. Glaser.

Program for 1957 To Be Announced Shortly

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI



THE CLUBHOUSE

Devasya CCP Medal Presentation

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST medal
for the best article published in 1954 was
awarded to the co-authors of the Travan-
core-Cochin series. This magazine described
and illustrated an important ceremony that
took place in our clubhouse on November 16,
1955 (see Vol. 35 pp. 25-6). As known, one
of the authors was Frank M. Cowen of Nor-
walk, Conn. The other was J. Devasya of
Travancore, India.

The Republic of India deemed this phila-
telic honor to one of its citizens so signifi-
cant that it delegated its Consul-General in
New York, The Hon. L. R. S. Singh, to per-
sonally visit here to receive upon Mr.
Devasya’s behalf his CCP medal. This cere-
mony turned out to be one of the most his-
torical in the 60-year history of our Club,
and was widely reported by the press.

It was later learned that the matter did
not end here. The Government of India
forwarded Mr. Devasya’s medal to India,
but this was not turned over to him through
the mails or in any other ordinary manner.

On August 1, 1956, The Hon. A. K. Dutt,
Government of India, Information Services,
New York, N. Y., wrote us:

LS R

Fig. 1. Mr. ). Devasya receiving the COL-
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST medal in
Travancore, India from the District Collector
of Quilon at a special ceremony.

Fig. 2. Mr. J. Devasya holding the CCP medal
and the District Collector.

“I have pleasure in forwarding to you some
photographs taken on the occasion of the
presentation of the philatelic award to Mr.
J. Devasya at a fitting ceremony organized
by the State Government of Travancore-Co-
chin. The occasion was widely reported in
local newspapers. We thought you may like
to make use of these photographs as you
see fit.”

Illustrated here are two of the photographs
of this ceremony.

The Library Committee reports the acqui-
sition of the following:

Twelfth American Philatelic Congress Book,
edited by W. R. McCoy. An American
Philatelic Congress publication.

Thirteenth American Philatelic Congress
Book, edited by W. R. McCoy. An
American Philatelic Congress publica-
tion.

Seventeenth American Philatelic Congress
Book, edited by Jere. Hess Barr. An
American Philatelic Congress publica-
tion.

Philatelic Literature. Contributed by Mr.
Sol Whitman.
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Hodson’s Postal History Thematic Catalogue.
M. Hodson, Edinburgh, Scotland.

United States Postage Stamps, 1945-1952, by
Sol Glass. Bureau Issues Association,
Inc., West Somerville, Mass.

The Romanov Tercentenary Issue by Dr.
Gregory B. Salisbury. Reprint from The
Journal of the British Society of Russian
Philately.

Greece, Large Head of Mercury. The Varie-
ties of the Plates of the Postage Stamps,
1861-1882, by N. Garas. Published by
the author, Athens, Greece. (English,
Greek and French)

Aerial Proapganda Leaflets, compiled by John
C. W. Field, F. R. G. S. Francis J.
Field, Ltd., Sutton Coldfield, England.

Slikovnica za Male Filteliste. Filatelisticki
Savez Hrvatske, Zagreb. (Croatian)

Pen Klub Izdanje 1933, compiled by Velimir
Ercegovic. Reprint from “Filatelija”.
(Croatian)

Fezzan Air Stamps by Sebastiao Amaral.
Published by author, Belo Horizonte,
Brazil.

Philately from Australia, Vols. I-VI1I, 1949-
1955.

Philippine Journal of Philately, Vols. 1-VI1I,
Sept. 1948-Aug. 1955.

The Aero Field, Vol. 19, 1955.

Brasil Filatelico, Vol. XXII, 1955.

The Holy Land Philatelist, Nos. 4-18, 1955-
56.

The Journal of the Rossica Society of Rus-
sian Philately, No. 46/47, 1955. (English
and Russian editions)

Boletin Centrofil, Nos. 334-345, 1955-56.

Die Luftpost, Nos. 23-24, 1955-56.

Kurzl Briefmarkenliste, No. 1/56.

Michel Nachtrag, Nos. 1-5, 1956.

Austria Philatelist. Odd issues.

Mexico Postal. Oct.-Nov., 1955.

Correo del Orinoco, Nos. 1-5, 1955.

Der Sammler Dienst, Dec. 1955-Mar. 1956.

Boletim do Clube Filatelico de Portugal, Nos.
50-56, 1955-56.

La Philatelie Francaise, Nos. 42, 43, 1955.

Danmark 2 Rigsbankskilling, 1851 og 1852
by S. Gronlund. Published by Nordisk
Filatelistisk ~ Tidsskrift, Copenhagen,
Denmark. (Danish). Gift of the Koben-
havns Philatelist Klub.

Topical Handbook No. 12. Published by the
American Topical Association, Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin.

The Post Offices of Southwestern Indiana,
compiled by Neal J. Gravert, Clarence E.
Kouts and Henry A. Meyer. Published
by the Evansville Stamp Club, Evans-
ville, Indiana.

Stanley Gibbons’ Postage Stamp Catalogue
1957, Part II. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
London, England.

Wrona Deutschland-Spezial Katalog 1957.
Wrona, Berlin, W. 30, Germany. (Ger-
man).

History of the United States in Postal Slogan
Cancels by Moe Luff. Published by the
author, New York, N. Y.

Postal Service in Iceland, 1776-1951. Issued
by the Post and Telegraph Administra-
tion of Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland.

Wembley and the Posts by W. G. Stitt-Dib-
den. Published by the author, Wembley,
England.

The Postmarks of Great Britain and Ireland,
Part 11, by R. C. Alcock and F. C. Hol-
land. Publisher, R. C. Alcock, Ltd.,
Cheltenham Spa, England.

The Date-Stamps and Other Cancellations
of Jersey and Guernsey, 1830-1956 by
O. W. Newport and O. J. Simpson.
Published by the Channel Islands Spe-
cialists’ Society, London, England.

The Springbok Half-Penny by Gordon
Ward, M.D., F. R. P. S. L. Published
by H. E. Wingfield & Co., London, Eng-
land.

Postal Forgeries of Spain by Charles Jewell.
Reprint from “Stamp Collecting”, Lon-
don, England.

Detroit and Algonac Steamboat Rural Free
Delivery Service by Bramston Beach.
Diamond Publishing Co., Detroit, Mich.

The Flight of Alcock and Brown, 14-15 June
1919 by Graham Walker. Publisher,
Putnam, London, England.

Speciale Catalogus 1956, Nederland. Neder-
landsche Vereeniging van Postzegelhan-
delaren, ’s-Gravenhage, Netherlands.
(Dutch).

Muller Katalog 1957: Schweiz, Liechten-
stein. Ernst Muller, Basel, Switzerland.
(German)

Album of “FIPEX” Photographs. Gift of
Mr. Adrien Boutrelle.
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Jaarverslag van het Nederlandse Postmuse-
um over 1955. Nederlandse Postmuse-
um, ’'s-Gravenhage, Netherlands.
(Dutch).

145 Photographs of Selected Pieces from the
Uruguay Collection of Mr. Robert Hoff-
man. Mounted in an Album. Gift of
Mr. Robert Hoffman.

A Glossary of Philatelic Terms, compiled by
a Sub-Committee of the Philatelic Con-
gress of Great Britain.  Blandford
Press, London, England. Gift of Mr.
Paul Carlton.

The Endless Web by Joan Evans. Publisher,
Jonathan Cape, London, England Gift
of Mr. Albert H. Higgins.

Stanley Gibbons’ Postage Stamp Catalogue
1957, Part 1. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
London, England.

Philatelic Literature.
Boutrelle.

Neuer Ganzsachen-Katalog, 1 Lieferung:
Europa, Albanien-Danemark. Edited
and published by Berliner Ganzsachen-
Sammler-Verein, Berlin, Germany.
(German).

Locations and Assignments, U. 8. Army Post
Offices, World War II. Compiled by
A. J. Tripp for the War Cover Club.
Gift of Mr. Isadore Willinger.

Specialise Berck: 15th Edition 1849-1957.
Edouard Berck, Paris, France. (French)

Bornholmske Poststempler by R. King-Far-
low. Reprinted from Nordisk Filatel-
istisk Tidsskrift, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Gift of the author. (Danish).

Flags on Stamps by Sophia Webb and Capt.
M. F. Stern, A. R. I. B. A, F. R. G. S.
Published by the American Topical As-
sociation, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Scott’s Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue
1957, Volume II. Scott Publications,
Inc., New York.

Gift of Mr. Adrien

At the Board of Governors meetings held
in June and September, 1956, the following
new members were elected:

4401 Thomas Anderson Matthews, Spring-
field, Ohio. Collects Airmails of the
World.

4402 Arthur Romerhaus, Evansville, Ind.

4403 Lowell Cooper, Newcastle, Ind. Col-
lects introductory philatelic material.

4404 Mrs. CeDora J. Hanus, Berwick, Pa.

4405

4406

4407
4408
4409

4410

4411

4412

4413

4414

4415

4416

4417
4418
4419
4420

4421

4422

4423
4424
4425

4425
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Collects U. S. s5c Jefferson’s 1856-1867.
Henry W. Hill, Wayzata, Minn. Col-
lects U. S. 5¢ 1856-1860, Territorial
covers.

Donald K. Knee, Gaspee Plateau, R. 1.,
Collects 19th Century U. S., Stamp-
less Covers, R. I. Postal markings.
Harry Zifkin, Toronto, Canada. Col-
lects Israel.

Kenneth Rowe, Toronto, Canada. Col-
lects Austria.

Dr. Sheldon H. Goodman, San Rafael,
Calif. Collects Western Covers.

Ike West, Jr., Vanderbilt, Texas. Col-
lects United States, Germany and
Canada.

Arthur Salm, Chicago, Ill. Collects
Bergedorf, Bremen, Thurn & Taxis,
Saar, German Colonies.

Richard E. Heller, M.D., Chicago, Ill.
Collects Italian Postal History, Disin-
fected mail, Early United States.

Paul C. Rohloff, Chicago, Ill. Collects
United States, Jamaica.

Harriet L. Work, Long Island City,
N. Y. Collects British Empire Book-
lets.

Jan Bart, Belle Harbor, N. Y. Col-
lects United States, Israel.

Bernard Eisenberg, Forest Hills, N. Y.
Collects British, French, Spanish and
Italian Colonies.

C. Archer Stockbridge, Glen Ridge,
N. J. Collects U. S. and foreign.
Charles Del Giudice, Philadelphia, Pa.
Collects Italy.

Robert W. Yant, Canton, Ohio. Col-
lects United States, Germany.

Alex P. Watts, Allenhurst, N. J. Col-
lects Jamaica and Samoa.

Leo F. Goerth, Akron, Ohio. Collects
French Colonies, Reply coupons, United
States Registration seals.

Lewis K. Foster, Jr., Whittier, Calif.

Collects 19th Century United States
covers and cancellations.
George E. Schwanhausser, Buffalo,

N. Y. Collects United States.

Thomas W. Ward, Fallbrook, Calif.
Collects Indian Feudatory States.

G. L. Jepsen, West Newton, Mass.
Collects Asia.

Langdon H. Longwell, Elmhurst, TIll.
Collects Mexico.
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(Continued From Page 338.)
giving evidence of the fifth printing group,
vet we show a re-construction of a complete

Table 9.

The Fifth Printing Group
Year Value
1880 3 Centavos

PAPER AND GUM

The paper used for all the stamps of Cor-
rientes is commonly called “sugar paper”.
This type of paper is not found used by any
other South American country at that time.
One can account for its use in Corrientes as
coming from a stock that may have been used
for wrappings on imported products, perhaps
as far away as the Orient.

Physically sugar paper is very thin and its
fibers are very loosely woven, but it should
be said, although the paper is thin, it varies
to a very thin transparent paper. Pin holes
are frequent on many copies. In general,
the paper is very fragile and of poor quality.
This paper comes in different colors. This
serves as an excellent means of identifying
the different issues. Under rather primitive
conditions, no doubt it was more practical and
economical to use different color papers than
different ink colors for the various stamps
needed. Furthermore printing inks were
probably difficult to obtain. Since all of the
stamps of Corrientes were uniformly printed

(END

sheet in Fig. 100. This téte-béche pair ar-
rangement, that does not fit into any of the
other four printing groups, strongly indicates
the existence of a fifth.

Color Setting

rose & mauve 4

with black ink, the color identification is done
by the paper differences.

Perhaps our theory about the use of sugar
paper in different colors, the black printing
ink and a single design may be wrong. With-
out -any records or documentation, we can
only follow a path of logical conjecture. Pos-
sibly some archives do exist to explain this
matter. If they do, we would like them
called to our attention.

It was unfortunate that the type of gum
used eventually did great damage to the
stamps. A very thick, brown gum apparently
was applied by hand to the stamps with a
brush. Due no doubt to the ingredients,
within a few years’ time a chemical action
causes severe discoloration of the paper.
This can be noted especially on the yellow
and lilac issues. This may explain why
Moens referred to the color of the yellow
issues as a ‘“dirty yellow”. Possibly already
as early as in Moens’ time, the gum already
began to discolor the paper causing him to
mention such a shade.

OF PART 1)

R. S. BOHN
(Continued From Page 320.)

came history, he was stricken with his illness
from which he never recovered.

Richard S. Bohn was a Fellow of The
Royal Philatelic Society, London, a Trustee
of the Philatelic Foundation, and a member
of The International Board of Judges at
Toronto, Canada in 1951.

He was a long-time general collector, but
specialized in air mail stamps and Lincolni-
ana. President Abraham Lincoln was his
hero, and “Dick” Bohn always felt a close

personal bond to this great American. Dick
was born and raised in Indiana, which he
believed was Lincoln’s country.

For a number of years he had served as
President of Preferred Utilities, Inc., New
York, N. Y., manufacturers of industrial oil
burners. Mr. Bohn was one of the organiz-
ers of the Oil Heat Institution, and served
some years as its presiding officer. He
graduated as an engineer from Purdue Uni-
versity. In recent years, he had both his
residence and factory in Connecticut. He is
survived by a widow, a daughter, two sons
and six grandchildren.
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FOR THE PHILATELIST

Regent Album

A luxurious album, bound in rich
navy blue fabrikoid with artistic
gold tooling on the spine. Fifty
superfine white card leaves, size 1034
ins. by 93 ins., double linen-hinged,
printed with soft grey quadrille
squares and protected with a trans-
parent interleaf which obviates all
friction. The cover is fitted with a
patent binder which simplifies the
insertion and removal of sheets. A
navy blue fabrikoid covered slip-in
case protects the album which is
moderately priced at $11.75 includ-
ing postage and packing.

AND POSTAL HISTORIAN

Concertina Album

This original album holds 80 to 160
covers, it can be used repeatedly, is
excellent for society displays and
makes a fine permanent album for
the student. The album adds greatly
to the pleasure of the cover col-
lector who can accumulate his study,
alter the order when he wishes and
thus keep any collection attractively
arranged pending its permanent
mounting in an orthodox album.
The price is reasonable: $6.50 for
one, $16.50 for three and $32.00 for
six—including postage and packing.

Awvailable from

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50 Pall Mall, London, S. W. 1

please say that you saw this advertisement in

the “Collectors Club Philatelist”.

Sell Wisely

Don’t rush when selling your collection or
accumulation. Consult us when seeking an
offer for your holdings. Remember that
we are one of America's largest cash buy-
ers. Take advantage of our generous offers
and immediate cash payments. No need
to wait weeks or months to realize on your
stamps. Bring or send them in for our
prompt offer. You are certain to be pleased.

If your holding is of considerable size
we will travel anywhere to view it. Just
send us an adequate description.

You Can Benefit With
OUR 168-PAGE CATALOGUE

which includes all of your collecting
needs under one cover.

GENERAL STAMP Co.

100 MASSAU ST, NEW YORK 3

Lists and prices over 16,000 sets from
1900 to date. This is the World’s largest
Catalog of Mint 20th Century sets. Special
sections for Rotary, UN, FDR and UPU
issues, Packets and Accessories.

Sent on receipt of 50c to cover

handling and mailing costs.

GENERAL STAMP CO.

L. TANKEL, Prop.
100 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y.
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Stamps for Sale ? ? ?
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! !

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted us regarding the conversion of Philatelic
Properties into CASH.

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION

we can offer early dates and attractive terms. Expert supervision of all material by an
experienced Philatelic Auctioneer. Liberal advances pending sale. Comprehensive insurance
and Holmes Electric Protection safeguards your property while in our possession. Our Catalog
distribution is world-wide.

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE

successfully places Collections, Stocks and Rarities where this method is preferred.

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING

for the outright purchase of suitable material regardless of amount.

11 111 OO

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposal

Information Cheerfully Given

IRWIN HEIMAN. INC.

Serving American Philately Since 1926
2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

A

N
ROOM 708 Lﬁﬂ“\- Tel.: JU 2-2393

[

The Royal Philatelic Society, London

41 Devonshire Place, London W. 1, England

List of Publications for Sale PRICE

£ & d.

Addenda to the Supplement to Lord Crawford’s Catalogue (Sir E. D. Bacon) 2 6

Victoria. The Butterfly Postmarks (J. R. W. Purves) 6
Victoria. The second type of obliteration the Barred Owval, 1851-56 (J. R. W.

Purves) 5 0
The Stamps of Turkey (A. Passer) I 10 O
Nesbitt Stamped Envelopes of the U. S. 4. 5 0
An Index to the Ferrari Sales Catalogue L. 700
Cumulative Index to the London Philatelist—1892-1944 (R. King-Farlow) 1 1 o0
Photo-Engraving and Photo-Lithographic Processes (Ball and Yardley) 5 0O
The Postage Stamps of Great Britain, 1840-1853, Part I (J. B. Seymour) 1 0 O

Do. Do. De luxe Edition 2 2 0
The Postage Stamps of Great Britain, Part III. The Embossed Issues. The

Surface-Printed Issues of Queen Victoria and King Edward VII (K. M.

Beaumont and H. C. V. Adams) 1 0 O

Do. Do. De luxe Edition 2 2 O
The Half-Lengths of Victoria (J. R. W. Purves) 19, 12 0%

*(Postage extra)

Payment may be made by International Money Order or a draft on The Westminster Bank,
Ltd., 154 Harley St., London W. 1.
Details of the date of publication of “The Stamps of Great Britain,” Part II,
will be published in due course.

VI
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Enjoy your hobby more and collect intel-

ligently—use the latest **Scott”

Get the 1957
Scott Catalogues

Vol. |l, Standard Catalogue
(Europe, Asia, Africa)....$6.00
Vol. |, Standard Catalogue

(U. S., British Common-
wealth & American
Nations) seemsessemmsorssiass $5.00

Combined Edition, Standard
Catalogue (Vols. | & 1l

bound together) ............ $9.50
Scott’'s U. S. Specialized
Catalogue: .....c.iososman $3.50

Order now from your dealer.

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

461 Eighth Ave., New York 1, N. Y.

1957 Catalog -

521 FIFTH AVENUE,

ONLY
SANABRIA

can give you an accurate
and complete picture on

AIR POST STAMPS

- - $7.00

or $8.00 per thumb index copy

Be sure your name is on our
mailing list and receive free

supplements, first in JANUARY 1957

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC.

A. Medawar, Pres.

NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epilrus,
Far East, France and Colonies, Greece, Georgia, Honduras,
Iceland, Ifni, Iran, Italy and Colonies, Jugoslavia, Latvia,
Liberia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Monaco, Nlcaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta,
Spain and Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay,

Venezuela, ete.

We will gladly make selections for you and of
course you have the right to return anything.

Please check where you are especially interested.

O Central America 0 Americana

[0 South America O Booklets

[J Asia 0 Covers

[0 Africa 0 De Luxe Sheets

O Europe O F.D.R.

0 Belgium O Inverted Centers
O France & Colonies [0 Miniature Sheets
O Liberia O Proofs

0 Lithuania O Rotary

O Poland O Sports

O Russia O Topicals

O Spain O U.N.

O Airmails o u.P.U.

O Items up to 85. O Items up to 815.
O Items up to 825. O Items up to ?

References

City

Address

Name

SELLING YOUR STAMPS?

Offer them to us—Our records show dealings
ranging from small collections to an accumulation
of one of the oldest U. S. A. dealers. Outright
cash purchase or if desired Auction. GET MORE
for your stamps!

Write us today

S. Serebrakian

15 Park Row New York 38, N. Y.

Write for your free copy.

MANY, MANY MORE INTERESTING
ITEMS IN STOCK.

WHAT DO YOU NEED?

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y.
ASDA—Collectors Club

S. L. BAYER, Prop.

g N
ERRORS, VARIETIES WE SPECIALIZE IN
& AIRMAILS ik
For 30 years we have been specializing in all un- I S R A E L
usual items, Errors, Varieties, etc., regardless if
they are or are not listed. P o L A N D
Now we have on hand a very large selection of
Airmails, UPU, UN, FDR, Rotary, ln:erlcd Centers, T R l E S T E
Sports, Topicals, Miniature and De Luxe Sheets,
Proofs, ete. VATICAN ClTY
We have oddities and unusual items from many
different countries, as: “ "
Abyssinia, Albania, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia, New Prlce LIStS' JUSt OUt'

Vs

IF YOU ARE A SPECIALIST, you
will probably find in our stocks of
over one million pieces of stationery,
something to interest you.

Postal cards, envelopes, telegraph
forms—in fact, just about anything
in postal paper issued by the Post
Offices of the World.

DROP US A LINE, giving us a brief
outline of your interests, and we will
send you whatever we feel will fit
your particular field.

IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO
START COLLECTING this group,
we can make you up a representative
collection from any individual coun-
try or group you desire.

THE POSTAL STATIONERY BUL-
LETIN is a new house organ we are
introducing, and if you would care
to see a copy, drop us a line.

HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc.

23 No. Santa Anita, Pasadena, California
__

T
... POSTAL STATIONERY ...

v
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AUCTION SALES
of Rare and Valuable

British North
America

and other Postage Stamps held
regularly.

Illustrated catalogs available a month before
sale date

Estate Properties solicited for sale
at auction or outright purchase.

J. N. SISSONS LTD.

59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada

Phone Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto.

J

. J

SPECIALIZING IN

AUCTION SALES

of choice

UNITED STATES

Stamps and Covers

ﬂuction sa/es /le/d regu/ar[g

Catalogues on request

Bruce G. Daniels

7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass.

.

Juliard’s Classics
De Luxe

S 1957 %

The only pricelist in its kind
published in the US.

A free copy will be mailed on request
to all advanced collectors.

A. S. JULIARD
Dealers in wvery fine classics

Narberth, Penna.

J

( )

\-Cnhle Address: MERCSTAMP NE\VYORK)

PUBLIC AUCTIONS
(2500 to 3500 Lots each)

and

MAIL SALES
(6000 to 7000 Lots each)
CONDUCTED MONTHLY

Richly Illustrated Catalogs Free.

Publishers of
Mercury Stamp Journal
edited by EpwiN M UELLER

Last Issue 25¢c, Older Sample Copy 10c.

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY

522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St.)

New York 36, N. Y.
Telephones MUrray Hill 2-7106 and 2-6976
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All the following are offered on my thirteen current bulletins, an
extensive variety of world-wide material.
Argentina—# O5A nicely used, ex Lee, with certificate ................ $ 7.50
# 023 nice used, ex Lee, with certificate .................... 6.25
Brasil—# 77 unused OG ....o.ivuiuiieiiiiiniiiinieereeenserneennsenneenssensernee 16.00
Colombia—# 12 used, very fine ....ccc.ccceeeveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeieceee 10.00
Puerto Rico—#65/65A in a horiz. pair, very fine OG .................... 15.00
VADE-MECUM DU SPECIALISTE-EXPERT en Timbres-Post, Parts
1-2 complete, very fine condition ........ccccceeeviiveiiiiieinieieiinnnnnnnn. 45.00
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY, Vols. 1-19, 1888-1906
inclusive, some bound, all need rebinding ..........ccccceeevviineeennnn. 55.00
THE STAMP SPECIALIST, 1939/40, the first four books .............. 15.00
THE U. S. ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857, Vols. 1-2, Ashbrook
1938, Very fine condition ssscusessesssanmmmssnisssmssnsimmmomssssmamins 40.00
OFFICIAL PRECANCEL CATALOGUE, Hoover 1932-34, includes
thie SCArCe Part 2 ....cccoorsvorsesssannssrsesisnnsasssnsnsssssssiessammmsnssssansnnnss 35.00
RICHARD N. (CONE
606 West Liberty Street Vermilion, Ohio, U. S. A.
" B 'd B W
FOR

Auction Sales

gjaddjf OF CHOICE
.9 A U0 United States

and
WRITE TO: ,
Foreign
DOUGLAS ROTH HELD REGULARLY
Fairways':l MtlmadCrescent, Gutalogues Free
'ewlands,
Cape Province, South Africa Daniel F. Kelleher
L7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass.
J J
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THIS pair of the Canada 12-Pence
Black on laid paper—one of the rarest
items in Philately—has been placed in
our hands for private sale. It has origi-
nal gum and is from the lower right
corner of the sheet. It was formerly in
the Alfred F. Lichtenstein collection.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps

560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th St.), New York 36
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Only six shopping days to Christmas

(if you have stamps in mind)

DECEMBER 3, 4, 5

15t Session:

United States, including a specialized collection of
“Black Jacks” (96 lots); 1875 reprints of the 1857-60 issue;
1867 grills; 1869 1893 Columbians; 20th Century, strong in
Commemoratives; also Confederates, complete collections, etc.

2nd Session:

Fine Specialized Collection of Israel. Forerunners;
Palestine; J. N. F.; and definitive issues, notably 1948 First
“Coins” set in Plate Number blocks of four; Air Post; Postage
Dues; Stationery.

3rd Session:

The “‘Charles Booy” Collection of Netherlands and
Colonies, including Air Post Covers.
General Foreign, strong in British Commonwealth; con-
cluding with “Collections and Various’'.

Fully Illustrated Catalogue gratis
DECEMBER 17, 18, 19

Fine GCeneral Auction: Strong in United States and British Commonwealth
also “Collections and Various”.

Fully Illustrated Catalogue gratis

I.LAST CALL FOR BIDS ON AUCTIONS OF:-
Nov. 26—United States 1869

Nov. 27—"Byron H. Handy”

Confederates

H. R. HARMER. Inec.

The “Caspary” Auctioneers
6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y.
PLAzA 7 - 4460
NEW YORK L4 LONDON b SYDNEY
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