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BUY CHEAPER FROM LONDON 
WE HOLD ONE OF THE FINEST STOCKS IN EUROPE OF 

ALL COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY-

OLD CLASSIC ISSUES 
GT. BRITAIN- 18• 0. 

.ANTIGUA- 1862. 

188•. 
1882. 

BARBADOS- 1852. 

1856/ 7. 
1861. 

1873. 
BERMUDA- 187• . 

BR. COLUMBIA 
(Vaneomnr b.)- 1865. 

1865. 
1868. 

BR. GUIANA- 1850. 
1852. 

1858/ 9. 
1863/ 60. 

1862. 

1876. 
CSTLON- 1867. 

1858. 

1857/ 9. 

FALKLAND 18.--1.878/ 9. 

1886. 
GAMBIA- 1869. 

1880. 
GIBRALTAR- 1886. 

GRENADA- 1873. 

1875. 
1881. 

1891. 

l d. Bla ck used- a ll plates from .............................................................. $ 7 .00 
to ................................................................................................................ $ 56.00 

2d. B lue used- Plates 1 & 2 f rom ............................................................ $ 8.60 
6d. Blue Green SG.1. mint pair showinir r e-entry No. !.. ................ $ 86.00 
6d. Blue Green SG.3. mint ........................................................................ - $106.00 
6d. Deep Green, mint block of 4 showinir r e-entry No. 1 ................. $ •2.00 
Colour t r ial 1,4,d. Brown perf. 14.. .......................................................... $ 86.00 
2d. Greyish Slate SG.4a. Smoot h Gum, mint block of 4.. .................. $100.00 

¥.,,d. Deep Green SG.2. m int block of 4.. .................................. .. .... .......... $ 66.00 
'h d. Yellow Green on White SG.7. m in t copy ........................................ $ 50.00 
ld. Blue imperf. pair SG.23a with f ull irum VE RY RARE THUS .. $ 70.00 
(d. Dull Vermilion , imperf. pair w ith full O.G. SG.22aa . (Cat. 

$165) ........................ - ........... - ................................................................. $126.00 
5/ - Well-centered with fine colour a nd dated P ostmark .................... $ 70.00 
Sd. on 1/ - Green ftne used SG.18 ............................................................ $ 31.00 
3d. on 1/ - Green fine used SG.13b ............................................................ $ 70.00 
ld. on 3d. Yellow-buff ..................................................................... - .... - .. $ 20.00 

lOc. Blue fin e used SG.12 ............................................................................ $ 86.00 
Sd. Blue SG.22. Fine u sed ........................................................................ $ 6.50 
$1. Green perf. 12¥.i mint ........................................................................ $ 56.00 
Cotton Reel 12c. Indiiro SG.6. used .......................................................... $ 86.00 
(c. Black on Blue SG.10 used .................................................................... $100.00 
le. Dull red type D, fine used w ith Certiftcate (unpriced by S.G) .. $140.00 
(c. Blue SG.19 worn state, with Certificate ........................................ $ •2.00 
•c. Pale Blue superb pair, one copy showinir Retouch SG.20 & 20b. 

u sed .......................................................................................................... $140.00 
•c. Blue with framed comer ftirures SG.21 used pair ........................ $186.00 
le. Rose mint strip of 3 showinir three different types SG.116b, 

118, 120-all unsiirned-VERY FINE ............................................ $100.00 
2c. Yellow SG.121 fin e used ...................................................................... $ 85.00 
4c. Blue SG.123 siirned, mint .................................................................... $126.00 
86. Olive bistre fin e used SG.184 ............................................................ $ 31.00 
6d. Purple Brown SG.1. USED ................................................................ $ 42.00 
White Paper ¥.,d. mint strip of 4, with wide top mar irin ................ $200.00 
White Paper top maririn ............................................................................ $200.00 
White Paper mint sinirle .............................................................................. $ 81.00 
ld. Blue ftne used ............................................................................ from $ 6.00 
2d. Green fin e u sed SG.7.. ............................................................................ $ 15.00 
2d. Yellow Gre«n SG.8. fine used .............................................................. $ 16.00 
2d. Deep Green m int strip of ' SG.7 ...................................................... $200.00 
6d. Chestnut fine u1ed SG.10 ...................................................................... $ 36.00 
6d. Purple Brown SG.11. used .................................................................. $ 42.00 
6d. Brown ftne used SG.12 ................................... - ..................................... $100.00 
Sd. Deep Brown fine used SG.12a ...................... - ................. .................. $140.00 
8d. Brown fine used SG.13 .......................................................................... $850.00 
9d. Purple Brown fin e used SG.1' ............................................................ $18fi .OO 

lOd. Oranire Vermilion fin e used SG.16 ............................ - ...................... $ 70.00 
1/ - Dull Violet superb colour SG.16 ........................................................ $ •2.00 
1/9 Green SG.17 unused ............................................................................ $ 86.00 
2/ - Blue SG. 19 superb used ........................................................................ $210.00 
SET OF ORIGINAL PLATE PROOF S ld., 2d., 4d., l Od., 1/-, 1/ 9, 

2/- in black on proof paper ........................................................ - ...... $ 56.00 
1/- Bistre b rown SG.6. mint block of 6 .................................................... $ 17.00 
ld. Dull Claret SG.6a mint ........................................................................ $ 20.00 
ld. Claret SG.9. mint block of 4 ................................................................ $ 80.00 
(d. Brown SG.1. mint ........................................................................... y ... $ 36.00 
4d. Pale Brown SG.2. m int ........................................................................ $ 35.00 
•d. Brown Wmk. CC. SG. 5. m int corner copy .................................... $ 66.00 
4d. Pale Brown fine used SG.6 ................................................................ $ 85.00 
6d. Deep Blue SG.7. mint ............................................................................ $ 56.00 
6d. Blue SG. 8. mint ...... .............................................................................. $ 35.00 
4d. Brown Wmk. CC m in t.. ........................................................................ $ 84.00 
1/ - Yellow Brown fine colour SG.7 ........................................................ t 28.00 
1/- Yellow Brown SG.7. unused ................................................................ $ 16.00 
Perkins Bacon DIE PROOF without value on India Paper ................ $ 56.00 

i~ : ~=ig~~ns~t~:~n~::·~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::J 1::~~ 
ld. Bluish Green fine used strip of 4 dated cancellation SG.12 ........ S 28.00 
1/ - Deep Mauve SG.16a.-ERROR "ONE SHLLIING" fin e used .... $115.00 

21hd. Deep Claret fine used SG.25 ............................................................... S 22 50 
4d. Blue fine used SG.26............................... ·$ 30.00 

2¥..d. on 8d. Inverted Surchar ge SG.47b. fi·;;;; .. ;;~;;d :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: s 34:00 

J. E. LEA, 446 STRAND, LONDON, W. C. 2. 



• 
Your Stamps Were Collected 

with 

Thought and Care 

• 
• 

Be Equally as Discriminating 

When You Sell 

• 
ROGER C. WEILL RAYMOND H. WEILL 

RAYMOND H. 

WEILL 407 Royal Street NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

COMPANY 

Contact Us 6foday_ 
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A New Collectors Club Handbook 

• 
United States 

THE 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 

By Henry M. Goodkind 

• 
This is the most comprehensive study ever made of 

this famous United States stamp--one of the great 

philatelic rarities. 

It represents a ca refu I study done to set forth the 

facts and dispel all the fiction that has crept into 

the story of this famous stamp over the years . 

• 
32 pages . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 19 Illustrations 

Price $1.00 postpaid 
(Ready in December 1956 ) 

• 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
II THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you well. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXJCV, NO. VI III 



3 Truly Great Catalogs 
The New World Wide Catalog, Volume II 

Here is the eagerly awaited companion 
volume to the International Award Win ­
ning Vo lume I. This new book covers the 
countr ies of South Amer ica , Central 
America , Mex ico, the independent coun­
tries of Asia ( Israel complete to date ), the 
independent countries of Africa . 640 
pages , 11,500 illustrations, 38,000 entries . 
A magnificent catalog ..................... . $5.00 

The New World Wide Catalog, Volume I 

In this book the collector w ill find 30,00 0 
entries, 6, 500 illustrat ions , 440 pages 
packed with fresh, complete information 
about the followin g countries : United 
States, US territories and possessions , 
Great Brita in, the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, and the United Nat ions. 
W inner of 4 awards, including two silver 
medals , in in ternational competition $4.00 

The New American Stamp Catalog, 1957 Edition 
This brand new edition of this best-seller 
contains a wealth of new facts and data 
about the stamps and postal stationerY, of 
the United States , US territories and pos­
sessions , t he Ryukyus , and the United 
Nations . Prices for singles, blocks , plate 
blocks , sheets and first day covers. No 
ser ious U. S. collecto r can afford to be 
without this fine book. 8300 Entries , 
1400 Illust rations , 244 Pages ... .. .. . $3.00 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN - Beyond Delivery Area Add 3 5c for Sh ipping Charges. 

- Available at Th e Collectors' S tam p and Coin D epartments -

Ninth at Ma rket Sts. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

RI CH ' S 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 

GI~IBELS 

W . Wi sconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3, Wisc. 

Westchester 
Yonker s , N. Y. 

KAU FMANN'S 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Vall ey Stream 
Long Island , N. Y. 

HALLE BROS. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

33rd at Broadway 
N ew York 1, N. Y. 

JOSKE BROS. CO. 
San A ntonio. Texas 

MARSHALL FIELD & CO. JORDAN MARSH COMPANY 
Chicag o 90 , Illinois Boston , Massachusetts 

WOODWARD & LOTHROP THE J. L . HUDS ON CO. 
W ashing ton, D. C. Detroit, Michigan 
I V T HE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILAT ELIST, VOL. XXXV, N O. VI 



THE EOllEETORS ElUB ••••••• 
HENRY M. COODKIND, Editor 

PHILATELIST Editorial Committee 
WINTHROP S. BOCCS 
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER •••••••••••• STEPHEN C. RICH 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is publ ished six times a year by The Collectors Club, Inc., 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Entered as second-class matter July 5, 1927 , 
at the Post Office at Federalsburg, Maryland, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Editorials 

The Stamp's The Thing 

Those, w ho have had the opportunity and 
privilege to participate in international phila­
telic activities, come away w ith many l as ting 
impressions. Among th ese, th e first and fore­
most is a realization th at leading philatelists 
from eve ry co rner of the wo rld independently 
agree th at the keys tone of philately is th e 
postage stamp. 

Philately, like many oth er things, wi ll peri­
odically undergo changes. This is not to be 
deplored. It is rather a most healthy sign of 
progress. Ph ilately in recent times has 
broadened beyond th e stage of th e collecting 
and study of the postage stamp itself. His­
tory has entered into philately, adding a most 
worth-while factor. P ostal history, w heth er 
or not pre-stamp, has given to philately a 
most humanizing touch. Most every leading 
phil atelist in the wo rld holds th e highest re­
spect for history. It is a great intellectual 
pursuit. Yet it must hold its proper place in 
phil ately, neve r growing to th e st a ture th at 
it ove rshadows th e postage stamp. 

Design and a rt work also have come to 
bear a ro le in philately. These too have 
broadened our hobby opening avenues of 
pleasant collecting pursuits to thou sand s. 
Yet iconog raphy has its limitations in phi­
lately. A stamp coll ectors club in any part 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST , VOL . XXXV, 
of the wo rld should never become an art 
museum. It is laud able for collectors to 
strive to display their stamps more arti sti­
cally and pay more attention to the st amp's 
design. This too human izes philately. 

There is no dogmatic statement herei n and 
let no reade r interject any dictum as to how 
one should collect. R ather this is a report 
upon a fac tu al observation. The un animous 
views of le ad ing collectors from America, 
E urope, Asia, Africa and Australia is th at 
th e st amp is the star. All other manners of 
collecting are in th e cast of the pl ay " Phi­
lately", but th ey are the supporting players. 
It is true th at on occasions there m ay be con­
flicts. Often a supporting pl aye r will strive 
to have a la rger and more important part. 
Yet there is only one "star", the postage 
stamp. Consequently if one of th e leading 
players in philately seem to be rebuffed, it is 
simply because th e producers and directors 
see th a t an expanding role of the supporting 
actors is de tracting from the st ar 's role. Thus 
w hen postal history, postmarks or iconogra­
phy tend to replace th e postage stamp, act ion 
must be t aken to prevent thi s. It is no re­
ac tionary move nor a diehard st and of a small 
group of tradi tionalists. 

If one moves among th e leading philat­
elists, amateur or professional, he w ill dis­
cover fo r himself th a t it is eve ry one's firm 
conviction th at in stamp collecting the hard 
co re has been and will continue to be the 
st amp. 
NO. VI 317 



EDITORIALS 
The Pursuit of Stamp Collecting 
Versus The Art of Philately 

Those, who have spent considerable time 
with stamps, perce ive two different ap­
proaches to what is synonymou sly called 
stamp collecting or phil ately. In actual prac­
tice, phil a tely is more of an art. Stamp col­
lecting is not. This situ ation may be dis­
cussed objectively disclos ing factual matters 
th a t few seem to re alize. These views are 
not snobbi sh. They do not deprecate st amp 
collecting nor elevate philately. They merely 
hold th a t th ese are two basically different 
aspects to the same pursuit. 

Stamp coll ecting is the pleasure of gather­
ing postage stamps or related materi al. It 
is a fact that the great majority, in what is 
commonly called philately, simply collect 
stamps. The popular current preferences in­
clude the most recent United States issues, 
preferably in pl ate number blocks, first day 
covers of these new stamps with printed ca­
chets or slogan cancels, exhibition seals and 
foreign mixtures. 

Proof for this current popularity in stamp 
collecting is found in the advertising matter 
of America's popular stamp papers. Most 
advertising space is devoted to printed ca­
cheted envelopes for the latest U. S. stamps. 

ext come ads for these same stamps in 
blocks with or without pl ate numbers or in 
full sheets, followed by offerings of foreign 
new issues. One finds much advertising of 
a variety packet ranging from 200 to 10,000 

different kinds from various countries, along 
with low-priced approvals. 

If one seeks further proof of what is cur­
rently popular in stamp collecting, he will 
find it also in the text of the stamp papers. 
The feature and front page news is devoted 
almost exclusively to new issues, new cachets, 
slogan cancellations and first day covers. Of 
course, the new issues of the United States 
predominate. But United Nations and for­
eign stamps also receive full treatment. All 
such material is in ample supply with the 
stamp dealers so that prices and price lists , 
easily compiled , are readily available. 

However, the philatelist's approach to col­
lecting is radically different. Material is 
assembled primarily for its cultural value. 
One seeks a scarce cancellation , a valuable 
cover or an unusual multiple piece. Phi-
318 THE COL
lately is beyond the st age of one-of-a-kind. 
Popularity is not th e compelling motive to 
collect. A philatelist is inclined to se t his 
own standards of wh at he wishes to collect. 
Thus, in practice, philately is more like an 
art. So all th e philatelic material cannot 
be catalog-priced. In fac t , it is practically 
impossible to give a re asonably accurate indi­
cation of w hat a philatelist is willing to spend 
for ce rtain stamps or cove rs. A scarce postal 
marking or fa ncy cancellation may be worth 
ten times an ordin a ry marking. An unusual 
cover for various reasons may seem re ason­
able to philateli sts a t 100 times catalog value. 
The price of a multipl e piece is not de­
termined at three or four times th at of a 
single copy. Who knows how high a philat­
elist will go to acquire a r a re pair or block 
of a stamp th at catalogs a few dollars? 

One need not be a philatelic writer or ex­
pert to be considered a philatelist. One may 
be a collector simply pursuing the art of phi­
la tely. Often we refer to such philatelists as 
connoisseurs. They have a taste for the finest 
philatelic materi al. Their collecting ways 
have become an art. 

If one adds science to the art of philately, 
he comes upon the relatively small circle of 
phil atelic scholars. They collect stamps and 
phil atelic material where little information 
is known. This engenders a desire to sup­
ply the miss ing data. Consequently, ma­
teri al will be collected with this in mind. Its 
purchase price is determined by the individu­
al seeking it. It is impossible to set a real­
istic price valuation of stamps or covers 
essential to th e phil atelic student. 

If there is a message to this editorial, it 
is a plea to be re alistic, to see that stamp 
collecting and phil ately are not in conflict 
with each other, or that the stamp collector 
is inferior to the philatelist. Serious phil at­
elists frequentl y have become so burdened 
with their problems th at they must put them 
aside for an interval. Often during this in­
terruption the pleasure of stamp collecting 
will supply the necessa ry rel axation. Simple 
stamp collecting for a while will prove so 
restful that a philatelist can return to his art 
or science refreshed and clear in mind. Too 
few realize that many of our most scholarly 
philatelists also collect stamps. 

It is harmful to place stamp collecting in 
conflict with philately. It tends to divide, 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 



EDITORIALS 
se tting one group against another. The art 
and science of phil a tely w ithout doubt is on 
a higher plane. Yet this does not justify a 
feeling of superiority. A philatelist holding 
such views is harming himself because from 
th e r anks of thousands of st amp collectors 
came the practitioners of th e art of philately. 

Nor should a stamp collector feel inferior. 
In ac tu al practice, we have seen many a col­
lector slowly turning towards the art of phi­
lately. This transition period is extremely 
difficult. M any do not realize they are enter­
ing into it, nor have they begun to visualize 
the length and breadth of philately. En­
couragement from the more expe rienced is 
essential during this st age. 

The art of philately cannot be measured 
always in dollars and cents. It defies defi ni­
tion and exposition in print. But it ce rtainly 
offers all , who practice it, a life'time of 
pleasure and stimul ation. Those enjoying 
it tod ay mu st realize th at the others, who 
will turn to this art, must come from the 
ranks of stamp collecting. Otherwise phi­
la tely will be a small , exclusive club of old 
men or young men w ith old ideas that will 
never flouri sh nor flower into the status it 
deserves. If anything nettles us, it is hear­
ing budding philatelists speak about their 
stamp collecting ac tivities w ith an inferiority 
complex. And it is equally unsettling to see 
an advanced philatelist go strutting about 
feeling superior to most of th e others with 
whom he comes in contact. 

Let us all work to have stamp collecting 
and philately a union where individuals can 
pursue th ei r own coll ecting preferences in 
harmony and understanding. Encourage­
ment from above often can me an helpful 
criticism, sympathetically pointing out to th e 
less experienced the most enduring and 
pleasant philatelic roads. The less experi­
enced will make mistakes. The dange r lies 
not in pointing this out to them, but how it 
is done. Be it a hobby or an avocation, phi­
lately and stamp collecting can be most 
enjoyable. 

Philately's Unsung Heroes 
An exception is being made in these edi­

torial columns by specific mention of a name. 
This has been done not to embarrass either 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
Mr. Charles Lott or anyone else, but only to · 
forcibly bring forth a top ic th at long has been 
due for a discussion. We would venture the · 
opinion th a t the minority of a ll the collectors 
in America could answer-"yes, I know or 
knew of Mr. Lott". L et 's turn back the­
clock for a few yea rs. 

An enormous und ertaking like FIPEX is-­
pl ann ed years in advance. At least one year 
before the exhibition is opened, a small office­
force is assembled to st a rt the actual work. 
Usually this consists of a paid secretary and a. 
few volunteers. With FIPEX, it was prac-­
tically one. Starting in I955 for a full-time 
workday from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m., Mr. Lott 
came into the Association For Stamp Ex­
hibitions' office regularly every week. As the 
sta rt of FIPEX neared , his work schedule 
was voluntarily extended, so that he worked 
many a night until midnight. Mr. Lott is a 
retired businessman from upstate r ew York, 
who has settl ed m New Jersey. H e is not 
young. 

row all of us have read much about 
FIPEX in the stamp pape rs and journals all 
over th e wo rld. Often many names a re men­
tioned. But never Mr. Lott 's, who told us 
he had given more than I500 hours of volun­
tary se rvice to FIPEX. To our knowledge, 
no tes timonial dinner has been given to him. 
H e truly is one of phil ately's " unknown sol­
diers". And there are others. 

Phila tely 's sources of news seem to be re­
sponsible for this failin g. In many endeav­
ors, our best workers remain unknown , while 
others, whose accomplishments are not as 
great, ge t all the publicity. We believe th at 
a great change is in order. 

From personal experiences, we know most 
of the leading phil atelic experts. The most 
respected experts are those seldom mentioned. 
Many publicized experts do not dese rve this 
title. They know people , who collect st amps, 

..but not stamps. 
Philately 's best authorities, authors, schol­

ars , and workers remain unknown names to 
most collectors. A great schol ar usually is 
modest. The bragga rts seek and receive the 
publicity. It is a sad situation, but it could 
be changed. 

Our news mediums are at fault . Too many 
stamp newspapers play favorites. The edit­
ors and publishers have their pets, and they 
use space to plug them upon every occasion. 
O. VI 3I9 



EDITO R IALS--0BITUA R Y 
So our hat is off to " the Charley L otts", 
w ho have se rved ph ilately long and well in 
complete anonymity, but never utter ing one 
word of compl aint. They keep on giving 
th eir se rvices, w hil e oth ers are t aking the 
bows and gloating over th ei r pictures in the 
papers. If you like to see just ice prevail , as 
we do, th en work w ith us to see th at the 
se rvices of th e dedicated philatelists become 
known and are appreciated. Phil ately w ill be 
much better off w hen this transpires. 

Highly Exaggerated 
T oo many are going overboa rd in their 

efforts to desc ribe th e universal appeal of 
st amp collecting. F irst of all , th ese columns 
previously have chall enged the well-publicized 
sum of IO or 12 mill ion stamp collectors in 
this country as grossly infl ated . W e do not 
believe th ere are a million collectors. Now 
m any w rite th at st amp coll ecting is " big busi­
ness", w hich also is untrue. 

The term " big business" neve r has been 
defin ed. There is a committee in the U . S. 
Senate fo r "small business". But even its 
chairman, when interviewed on television, 
could not defi ne exactly th e line of dema rca­
tion between " big" and "small" business. 
320 THE COL
H owever , assuming th at th e annu al sales of 
st amps for collectors in America runs into 
sever al million doll ars, this on a compa ra­
t ive industri al bas is is fa r from big. O ne 
automobile comp any does ove r seve ral billion 
dollars sales annu ally. So does a lead ing 
pet roleum comp any, telephone and a chemical 
conce rn . Taking industr ies like automobiles, 
chemicals, steel , pet roleum, electronics or 
even amu sement, stamp collecting's annu al 
sales total only a small frac tion of the yea rly 
volume of th e afo rement ioned industries. O ne 
can be sure th at a st atistical listing of all in­
dus tries in this country woul d show stamp 
collecting in the lowest pa rt of such a l is t. 

It must be ad mitted th at th e constant use 
of th e term " big business" involves potenti al 
harm. A true " big business" of ten comes 
unde r gove rnment inves tigation and pe rh aps 
supe rv1s10n. No stamp collector or dealer 
wants thi s eve r to happen. 

So let us be content w ith the prosperous 
st ate of st amp collecting as it now operates. 
But let us not fool oth ers or ou rselves th at 
it is " big business." Nothing is to be gained 
by th is. Mo re emphasis upon th e charm, 
educational, or cultural value of st amp col­
lect ing is fa r better th an th e untr~e bragging 
some a re prone to do. 
Obituary 

Richard S. ·Bohn 1893-1956 

Richard S. Bohn died on September 2 2, 

1956 af ter an illness of several month s. As 
fa r as his phil atelic caree r was concerned, his 
rise was meteoric. U p to the time of C IPEX 
in 1947 , he was little known. In 1956 he 
was the head of FIPEX. 

" Dick" Bohn was one of the organizers of 
Aero-Philatelis t s, a specialty group of air 
mail st amp collectors. H is drive and dy­
namic salesm anship were soon recognized by 
philatelic leaders. So it was shortly after 
C IPEX w hen he was appointed a governor 
of this C lub. 

In 1948 he was elected President of The 
Coll ectors Club and served in th is capacity 
th rough 1950. " Dick" Bohn met a number 
of post-war problems fac ing this C lub w ith 
a true businessman approach. H e often said 
he was a businessman fi rst, and then a st amp 
collector. H e declined th e title "phila telis t," 
cl a iming th is was fo r th e more se r ious 
coll ectors. 

The ed itor of this magazin e and its Edi­
tori al Committee look back to M r. Bohn's 
time of presidency as th at w hen he chose 
us to take ove r. W e had become well ac­
qu ainted du ring th e firs t yea rs of A ero­
Phila telists. It was primarily "Dick" Bohn, 
who suggested th at the ed itor of A era-Phi­
latelists, wou ld make an acceptable ed itor of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST. 

Af ter his presidency, Mr. Bohn remained 
ac tive on T he Boa rd of Gove rnors. In I953 
he was chosen to be one of the three Col­
lectors C lub T rustees, retaining both posi­
tions up to th e t ime of his dea th . 

With a solid reputation now established , 
Richa rd S. Bohn was elected President of 
Th e A ssociat io11 of S tam p Exlzib itions in 1954. 
T hen he became th e one in cha rge of th e 
mammoth 1956 Intern ational Phil atelic Ex­
hibition (F IPEX ) . Shortly af ter this be-

( Continu ed on P age 370.) 
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CORRIENTES 

The Issues from 1 856-1 880 

By LOUIS STICH 
INTRODUCTION 

How does one go about choosing a phila­
telic specialty ? The usual w ay, acco rding to 
wh at one reads, is to select one fiel d out of 
general phil ately th at has a personal appeal 
above all th e others. If this is th e general 
rule, th en th e manner in which C orrientes 
became my chie f specialty is an exception­
because this is w hat happened. 
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About thirty years ago, while living in 

Europe, I had th e occasion to visit m 

Berlin, G ermany. Being interested in stamps, 

it was not surprising to find myself attend­
ing a st amp auction th at w as taking place 
during my stay. Inspecting the material to 
be auctioned, I saw three lots of covers which 
we re fr anked w ith perh aps the uglies t st amps 
I had ever seen. 
LOUIS STICH is anoth er instance of a se rious 
student of phil ately, who began collecting 
stamps as a yo ung boy. H e is an artist by 
trade, a profession from w hich phil ately and 
this magazine often benefits. The new cover 
and designs of T H E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­

EL IST int roduced w ith the M arch, I 956 num­
ber we re th e creations of Mr. Stich, to w hich 
he had free ly given many hours of wo rk and 
thought. 

H is Co rri entes collection, w hich was used 
for th e bas is of this resea rch , is pe rh aps his 
favorite. H e has fr equently exhibited por­
tion s of it in major intern ation al and national 
philatelic exhibitions. This collection has 
gained top awa rd s in the New Y ork 1947 
and I956 Intern ational Exhibitions, as well as 
the Grand Awa rd in The Collectors Club 
competit ion in I9 53· 

H oweve r, M r. Stich's philatelic interests 
a re very broad . H e has specialized in th e 
first issues of Austri a and L ombardy-V eneti a, 
th e Trident issues of U kraine, G erm an O ccu­
pation Issues of W orld W a r I and P oland 
Local st amps. He has studied the fir st is­
sues of many South Am erican countries 
thoroughly, and has garn ered an excellent 
knowledge of them. Consequently, a few 
years back he was invited to become a mem-
ber of the E xpert Co mmittee of the Phila­
telic Foundation, New Y ork, N . Y. 

Mr. Stich's close friend s know him as a 
gentleman of grea t culture with a w ide 
knowledge of arts, old silver, med als, pho­
tography, old guns and antiques. In his 
younge r days, he w as an accomplished ath­
lete, being among others an expert skier. 
Now his best outd oo r ac tivity is his garden 
in his summer home on Long I sland. H e 
has hopes th at th e love of st amps w ill be 
ca rried on in his family, because three of 
his grandchildren, aged I4, I2 and 9 re­
spectively are ac tively collecting stamps. 

Although Mr. Stich has written a few 
shorter articles for this magazine, th ese be­
ing a w rite-up of th e Club 's R egul ar M eet­
ings when devoted to specialties well-known 
to him , this Co rrientes research article marks 
his first work as a se rious philatelic author. 
The stamps of Co rrientes, because of a 
limited gener al interes t, have long been neg­
lected . It is w ith pride th a t TH E COLLECTORS 

CLU B PHILATELIST presents this se ries of 
a rticles on th e st amps of Corrientes, believing 
th at the knowledge recorded w ill stand for a 
very long time as th e authoritative article on 
th e comparatively unknown issues of this 
South American Province. 
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CORRlENTES 
R eally, I cann ot r ecall w hat made me buy 
these lots. But I did! If some reason mu st 
be found for th e purchase, it might be at­
tributed to my fascination with th e complete 
absence of beauty or technical skill connected 
with th ese stamps. It must have been for 
this reason, because th e stamps we re not sold 
cheaply, nor were they contemplated as ad di­
tions to an already exis ting collection. I did 
not own one st amp from Cor rientes. A s far 
as I was conce rn ed, this was an unknown 
South American co untry. 

M any other philatelists probably have been 
in the same situation. When attending an 
auction , one st a rts bidding, keeps on going 
higher, until suddenly one find s oneself the 
owner of something he does not actually 
want or need. A s for me, now I had these 
lots, and I found myself wondering about the 
exact location of Corrientes, its postal his­
tory, and other pertinent details. 

It did not take too long for me to learn 
that Corrientes was a Province of Argentine, 
or th at Corrientes was the first Province to 
issue stamps in the Argentine and was then 
followed by stamps from two other Argen­
tine Provinces. Buenos Aires and Cordoba 
both in I 858. These findings were accompa­
nied by pangs of disappointment, because ex­
amination of a number of stamp catalogues 
showed that Corrientes had issued only eight 
stamps in its entire history! Certainly this 
did not seem like a glowing prospect even 
when envisioning an interesting fi eld of 
specialization. 

But this original purchase at a Berlin auc­
tion of several Corrientes st amps st a rted a 
chain of events, which has turned out to be 
more than something of just casual inte rest. 
It did not take me too long to ascertain that 
the Province of Corrientes was not like other 
stamp issuing countries. My first attempts 
at procuring more stamps were completely 
fruitless; the stamps were just not available. 
And the same proved true about philatel ic 
literature rela ting to Corrientes. Articles 
about these stamps were conspicuous by their 
absence in phil atelic journals ; and , for that 
matter, it has not changed much since 1920. 

However, fortune favored me. Within time 
I acquired both some stamps and notes from 
the holdings of Dr. Jose Marco Del Pont, 
well-known in the philatelic world for his 
322 THE COL
w ritings on th e st amps of numerous South 
American countries. 

P atience and perseve rance over th e yea rs 
h as paid off. The three lots originally 
bought in Berlin plus th e Marco Del P ont 
additions were rounded out by numerous 
items procured later from such fa mous col­
lections as th e Ea rl of C rawfo rd , Fe rr a ri , 
L ee, La Tours, Lagerloef, Gilbert , and oth­
e rs. Wh at follows is the result of th e study 
and resea rch of my final coll ecti on as it now 
exists. In virtually all in st ances, th e op inions. 
expressed a re based upon my analysis and 
study of actu al stamps, sheets, covers and 
oth er material con tai ned in th e collection. 
My findings m ay not always agree with many 
of th e previous sta temen ts th at h ave appeared 
in th e philatelic press. My conflicting exp res­
sions of opinion a re not necessa rily presented 
as contradictions of the pas t statements of 
others, but rather th e opinions in this a rticle 
a re offered as my own conclusions, which are 
corroborated by phil atelic evidence in my 
possess ion. 

CEOCRAPHICAL BACKGROUND 

Corrientes (meaning "currents or r apids" 
in Spanish) is one of the Provinces of the 
Argentine Republic. Its area is about 34,500 
squ are miles with a population of about 500,-

000. It is bounded on th e north by Paraguay; 
on th e south by th e Province of Entre Rios ; 
on th e west by the te rritory of th e Chaco and 
the Province of Sante Fe; and on the east 
by Brazil and Uruguay. 

The bound ary lines are the P ar ana River 
on th e west and north , the Uruguay River on 
th e east, th e small Saranai and Gomez Rivers 
on th e sou th. The Province of Corrientes is 
loca ted in the northern part of th e Republic 
of Argentine, specifically between 27 and 31 
South la titudes, and 56 and 60 West longi­
tudes. 

The capital of the Province of Corrientes 
is loca ted in the extreme northwest co rner. 
It was founded in 1588 by Tores de Vera, 
who called it San Juan de Vera de las Siete 
Corrientes ("seven currents"), after the 
seven rapids in the river just above the town. 

ORICIN OF THE STAMPS OF CORRIENTES 

The story of the origin of the stamps of 
Corrientes has often been reco rded , but un­
fortunately with each re-telling, more fiction 
seems to replace the original facts. My 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 



CoRRIENTES 

T

Fig. 1. The Plate after 24 years of service in its last state. 
studies le ad me to believe th at the o rigin al 
version, told about 50 years ago by Dr. Jose 
Marco Del P ont , is historically th e co rrect 
one. H aving been a native of South America 
for many years , as well as an astute philat­
elist , ed ucated , widely tr avelled, and an a f­
flu ent person w ith a host of friends and ac­
qu ai ntances in almost all parts of th e con­
tinent, it is r easonable to accept the st ate­
ment that Dr. Marco Del Pont received his 
inform ation first-hand from a prominent citi­
zen of Corrientes, who pe rsonally had par­
ticipated in th e actu al production of th e 
st amps. 

The moneta ry system of the existent Ar­
gentine Confederation was, to say the leas t , 
very confusing. Nationa l coin age might be 
said to have been non-ex istent, because th e 
sm all qu antities struck at th e mints of La 
Rioj a and Cordoba were hardly worth t ak­
ing into account. 

The Province of Corrientes had its own 
paper money in denominations of one or more 
Real (MC), meaning (M)oneda (C)orri­
entes. U n Real also had a value of 120 
centavos fuerte , ("fuerte" meaning "approx i­
m ate"). Eight R eales was the equivalent of 
one D oll a r , also a denomination of paper 
money. Thus, one Dollar was the equivalent 
of 100 centavos fuerte. 

The issuance of the st amps in Corrientes 
H E COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
was due to a need fo r sm all denomin ation 
coinage. It appear s th a t in 1856 an acu te 
sho rtage of paper money in denominations 
lower th an One D oll a r , th a t is 8 R eales, de­
veloped. Although it has not been so st ated, 
it is re asonable to assume th at , what m ay 
have been a problem for some time, became· 
much mor e seve re early in 1856, because it 
was m February of th at yea r th at th e A s­
sembly had passed a decree perm1ttmg 
charges for the carrying of the mail. (See· 
Postal Regulations in Appendix I.) Al­
th ough it will be described in det ail la ter, th e 
fee for m ail ca rrier se rvice was se t in differ­
ent amounts st a rting with U n R eal. In th e 
beginning of 1856, th e ma il se rvice did not 
provide fo r th e issuance o r usage of stamps. 
It was simply a m atter of calcul ating the· 
stipulated fee for m ail se rvices acco rding to· 
the weight of the letter. This will be de­
sc ribed in fa r g reater detail later on. 

Small denomination monetary exchange hacf 
been a problem. It had become a practice to­
handle tr ansactions th at amounted to less 
than One Doll a r by the use of "pieces of sil­
ver" dating back to th e time of th e Spaniards. 
But even th e avai lable supply of th ese felf 
far sho rt of th e need , and th e whole system 
became a g reat inconvenience. To make the· 
situation more complicated , the Provincial 
P ost Office found itself with further prob-
O. VJ 



C ORRIE N T ES 
!ems w hen attempting to provide fo r the 
newly conce ived mail conveyance fee. 

The State Printing Bureau, w here the pa­
per money norm ally was printed, w as unde r 
th e direction of Mr. P aul E mile Coni. After 
due deliberation, Mr. Coni came to the con­
clusion th at a ve ry prac tical way of solving 
the small denomin ation money shortage 
through out th e Province, w hile at the same 
time implementing the new postal r egul ation 
of the P rovincial P ost Office, w as to issue 
postage stamps. This would se rve a dual 
purpose : I )-It would make m ake avail able 
a supply of adhesives indicating th e prepay­
ment of postage for m ail ca rri age. 2 )-The 
stamps w ould se rve as small change. This 
seemed a more effective method th an only 
printing small denomination paper money. 

Mr. Coni took his idea to M r. J ean Puj ol, 
then the Gove rnor of the P rovince, w hose 
acceptance was immed iate. Mr. Coni was 
given auth ority to have th e st amps prepared. 
This was simpler said th an done, because it 
was then discovered th at Co rrientes did not 
have an engrave r capable of creating a pl ate 
or die fo r th e production of stamps. While 
in th e th roes of this dilemm a, Mr. Coni had 
occasion to ai r his problems w ithin the hear ­
ing of a baker 's errand boy, w ho w as deliver­
ing bread to his home. T o M r. C oni 's great 
surprise and joy, th e young m an stated th at 
he was quite capable of producing th e die. 
It seemed th at this baker 's lad had been ap­
prenticed to an engraver w hile living in Italy, 
his native country, before coming to Cor­
rientes. 

It is not known why M r. Coni had selected 
the Ce res head stamp of the F rench R epub­
lic (Fr ance No. I) as his model. But he 
showed this F rench stamp to th e young man, 
w ho assured Mr. C oni th at he could make a 
satisfactory copy. The young man was given 
a copper plate w ith instructions to engrave 
eight copies upon it, each bearing the value of 
I R eal. Thus the pane of eight stamps 
w ould have th e tot al value of I D ollar , w hile 
each stamp could also be used as I R eal or 
I20 centavos fu erte fo r small change, or as 
postage adh esive for th at denomin ation. The 
engraving was to be done in relief fo r print­
ing by typography. 

Several days later th e young engr aver de­
livered the results of his labors. The work 
THE CO
was so extremely cr ude, and so fa r fro m be­
ing professional looking, th at M r. Coni could 
not summon enough courage to show it to th e 
Gove rnor . His premature boasting of a 
" find " mad e his dilemma even more difficult. 
But there was no way out. A fter several 
days of deliber ation, he showed it to M r. 
Pujol who strangely enough, completely ove r­
looked th e amateurish production. Inste ad 
he accepted the work immedi ately because it 
gave him th e opportunity to supply the great­
ly needed postage stamps. 

O ne of the highlights of all stories relating 
to th e creation of st amps concerns the indi­
vidual w ho engraved it. In th e case of the 
st amps of C orr ientes, th e names of many, 
w ho were r esponsible fo r th em, are known. 
U nfortun ately, th e name of th e young man, 
w ho engraved th e pl ate and w hose work has 
lived on af ter him, remained unknown until 
I939, w hen it was fi r st mentioned in th e book 
"Sellos Y Otros Valores P ostales Y Tele­
gr afi cos Argentinos" by Antonio D eluca. This 
name, forgo tten fo r so m any years, is Matias 
Pipet . 

Although unrelated to ou r study of the 
st amps of Corr ientes it is interesting to note 
th at Mr. Coni , w ho played an impo rtant part 
in th e production of th e first Corrientes 
st amps, in I862 moved to Buenos Aires w here 
he established a printing plant. P ossibly M r. 
Coni 's ea rlie r experiences w ith the crude op­
erations in Corrientes we re responsible fo r 
th e expansion of his business. The Coni con­
ce rn exists today as one of Argentin a's great 
printing es tablishments. 

A fter th e creation of a gener al postal sys­
tem in th e R epublic of A rgentina in I862, 
th e P rovince of Corrientes was not ified th en 
(as it was again in I 865) to stop th e use of 
th eir provincial postal system and fac ilities, 
and adopt those of the R epublic. But it 
seems th ese requests were not heeded , because 
Corrientes continued to use its own provi­
sional fac ilities. A lthough fo r in te r-provin­
cial post , the st amps of th e Republic had to be 
used toge ther w ith th ose of the province. 

It was not until September I I , I88o, w hen 
a dec ree by th e auth orities decl ared the pro­
vincial st amps of Cor r ientes invalid, th at the 
R epublic of Argentin a erected its own post 
offices th roughout th e Province, and th at 
Corrientes was fo rced to give up its own 
post al system and adopt th at of the R epublic. 
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CATALOGUE 

T he fo llowing is a complete t abulation, 
done acco rding to a style th at may be used 

in a specia lized catalogue of all the st amps 
of Corrientes. 

Y ear Mont h No . D enomina tion Color 

1856 I U n R eal M . C. blue 
IA U n R eal M . C. dull blue 
lB U n Real M. C . g ray blue 
l C Un R eal M . C. transpa rent paper 
lD U n R eal M. C . bluish impression 

Be tween l 856 and 1860 th e firs t adjus tment was made, type 5 is fo un d 

P rovisional I ssue: 
1860 Februa ry 2 3 Cen t. fue rte blue 

1860 3 3 Cen t. fuer te blue 

4 3 Cent. fue rte blue 
1864 J anu ary 5 5 Centavos yellow green 
1864 Februa ry 24 6 2 Ce nt avos green 
1865 7 2 Ce nt avos blue g reen 
1867 8 2 Centavos yellow 

9 2 Centavos lemon yellow 
I O 2 Centavos st raw yellow 

I ssue of 1860 in tempora ry use again: 
1870 II 3 Cen t . fue rte blue 

1871 J anu a ry 12 3 Cent. fuerte da rk blue 
13 3 Cent. fu erte dark blue 

1874 14 3 Centavos rose lilac 
I874 15 3 Centavos lilac rose 
1875 16 3 Centavos purple 
1875 17 3 Centavos salmon 
1876 18 3 Centavos rose 
I876 19 3 Ce nt avos rose lilac 
1876 19A 3 Centavos bright rose lilac 
1876 20 3 Ce nt avos c rimson 
1877 ? 2I 3 Centavos bright purple 
1877 22 3 Centavos lil ac 
I877 23 3 Cent avos maroon 
1877 23A 3 Centavos m aroon shade 
1878 24 3 Centavos g ray purple 
1879 25 3 Centavos lil ac rose 
1880 26 3 Centavos deep pu rple 
1880 27 3 Centavos pale rose 
1880 28 3 Centavos rose lilac 
1880 28A 3 Centavos mauve 

S etting Gr oup 

l 
I 

y,( mm higher. 

2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

2 & 3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 
4 

3 &4 
3 
3 
3 

3 &4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
3 

3 &4 
3 
3 
3 

3 &4 
4& 5 
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CoRRIENT E S 
Fig. 2 TYPE 1 

The two leaves in hair are more even and 
larger. Lower ba r s lanting upward . 
THE CO
Fig. 3 TYPE 2 

Broken circle on left . Heavy white line in 
lower right . 
MAKEUP OF THE PRINTINC PLATE 

The source of the foll owing information 
about th e makeup of the pl a te is in th e main , 
a ttributed to Mr. W . L oescher, w ho was a 
r esident of Corrientes fo r many years . H e 
is alleged to have had th e opportunty of fi rs t 
r eco rding the informat ion about th e physical 
makeup of the origin al pl ate. "The Kohl 
H andbook" mentions M r. W . L oescher as its 
source of its information. 

The engravings we re done ind ividu ally on 
a copper plate , w ith eight engravings of th e 
design in two rows of fo ur (2x 4 ). T he 
work w as c rud e, because th e engrave r 's skill 
was limited. Moreover, since each des ign 
had been cut individu ally, no two we re alike. 
H ence th e eight engravings constitute eight 
" types", so th at it is r ela tively simple to 
identi fy each, w hen th e individu al distinguish­
ing ch arac ter istics become fa mili a r. D iffe r­
ences between " types" a re in st antly recog­
nized w hen two or more stamps are placed 
side by side for compar ison pu rposes. 

A fter the wo rk of engraving was com­
pleted , th e eight des igns on the plate we re 
cut apart. Judging by th e appea rance of th e 
fini shed prod uct, and fro m comments by Mr. 
L

W. L oescher , the type fo rms we re re-a r­
r anged in two rows of fo ur, each sold ered to 
a brass pla te. The plate was then attached 
to a wood block by means of screws in the 
fo llowing manner : in the top row betw een 
types I and 2, and between types 3 and 4; 
in th e bottom row between types 5 and 6, 
and between types 7 and 8. One la rge sc rew 
was pl aced in the center , at a point co rre­
sponding to the intersection of a diagonal be­
tween types 2 and 7, and 3 and 6. 

Considering the extensive use to w hich the 
pl ate was put , the sold ering could have been 
done only along the side of th e metal blocks. 
U navoidable pressure pl aced upon the plate 
dur ing printing, in addi t ion to the fact tha t 
solde ring was not a practical way of fas ten­
ing th e coppe r to the brass, caused th e solder 
mounts to weaken. T his in tu rn caused a 
successive shift in th e exact location of the 
eight d ies on th e print ing plate. 

T hese di fficulties gave r ise freque ntly fo r 
st rength ening th e solde r mounts. I t w as du r­
ing th ese opera tions th at th e ver tical and 
horizontal shif ts of the pr inting surfaces to 
th e brass plate occur red . Mo re th an l ikely 
af t er st r ain h ad weakened some of the solde r-
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Fig. 4 . TYPE 3 

Broken design on right. Three separate hair 
curls on right . 
T H E COLLECTORS CLU B P H ILATE LIST , VOL. XXXV, 
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Fig. 5. TYPE 4 

" Corrientes" larger lettering. 
ing joints, the position of the individual dies 
was shifted slightly, to reline them. Then 
they had to be resolde red . It w as these 
shifts in th e position of the eng ravings, as 
w ell as th e tran sposition of two eng r avings 
a ft er they had broken off completely, which 
allow us to es t ablish each of th e settings. 
E ach successive co rrection made upon th e 
pl ate created a new se tting. Thus ove r the 
yea rs, f our different se ttings can be dis­
tinguished. 

As to the use of th e printing pla te ( re­
ga rdless of th e settings o r th e specific posi­
tions of th e types on th e pl ate), it might be 
well to rem a rk at this point th at a printed 
sheet consisted of eith er th ree o r fo ur panes 
w ith eight stamps each. Wh a teve r the a r­
r angements of th ese panes on th e printed 
sheet m ay have been, each rema ins th e 
equivalent of one printing g rou p. O ve r th e 
pe riod of 24 yea rs o f issuing st amps, fiv e dif­
fe r ent printing groups we re in use. 

Summ a riz ing th e fund amental facts about 
the Co rrientes s t amps, we fi nd th a t : 

r. They consis t of eight types w ith the 
same design created by th e eight sepa­
r ate eng r avings. 
2. The eight types wh en printed formed 
one pane. The layout of the eight 
st amps w as two ho rizontal rows of four 
each. ( 2 x 4) 

3. The location of one type in r elation to 
another does not r emain const ant in the 
panes, thus m aking f our settings of 
eight types. 

4. A sheet o f printed st amps consisted of 
either three o r four panes. But the se­
quence fo llowed in plac ing th e impres­
sions of the panes on the paper w as not 
consistent , thus giving rise to five dif­
fe rent printing g roups of th e panes, the 
key to w hich is tete-beche pa irs. 

F amiliarity with th e distinctive features of 
each type makes it poss ible to identify th e 
location of an individual stamp in th e pane 
of each setting. The characteri stics found on 
an un seve red pair can lead to a mo re exact 
id entification in th e pa rticul a r se tting. F in­
ally, h aving ce rtain s tamps in pairs, it is 
poss ible to id entify th e printing g roup. 

TYPES 

In o rde r to cla rify w ha t is meant by 
" types" the fo llow ing expl anation is m ade : 
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CoRRIE N T E S 
Fi g. 6. TYPE 5 

Oute r c ircl e penetrat ing the pane l of Corr i­
entes. The leaves in back of hair are much 
longe r. 
THE COL
Fi g. 7. T YPE 6 

Pane l of Corr ientes is broken. 
touching frame line . 

First " R" 
1. The same design was used fo r all is­
sues of Co rri entes. 

2 . The va ri ations between the st amps, 
which caused the d iffe rent types, a re 
du e to th e hand cutting of th e eight en­
gr avin gs made fo r the pl ate. 

T he inexpe rienced engrave r could not be 
ex pected to control his tools well enough to 
exactly duplicate th e design eight times . 
H ence each engraving differs f rom all th e 
oth er s. France's fi rst post age st amp, th e de­
sign w ith th e head of Ce res, was used as the 
model. But th e eight copies cut by th e 
baker's lad each show some great diffe rences 
in th e nose, head, chin , mouth , h air , w reath , 
th e circl e of pearls, w hich fr amed th e head, 
and the bord er design. The differences be­
tween each type a re numerous, easily seen by 
comp a ring one to another. Some of the dif­
fe rences a re prominent, but many more a re 
less easily seen. One need lea rn only the 
mos t important distinctive ma rks of each 
type. These a re illustrated, as F igs. 2 , 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

Other id entifying marks on th e st amps 
came as a r esult of other causes, such as 
ch anges in de nomin a tion, damage due to mi s­
handling, o r improper ca re of th e plates w hile 
in storage between printings. 

THE SETTINGS 

As fo r th e se ttings, we h ave already ac­
cou nted fo r th eir occurrence. Each setting is 
ill ustrated. Each occurred at a ce rtain time 
in th e print ing sequence, and las ted fo r a pa r­
ticu la r period . The diffe rence betw een se t­
tings is fo un d in th e location of the des igns 
corresponding to th e va rio us types. 

C hanges in the monet a ry values and th e 
colors occur th roughout th e yea rs of th e is­
sues' prod uction. H ence d ifferent valu es and 
colo rs appea r in va rious settings. But th ey 
do not fo rm our guide to th e bas is of th e 
se ttings. 

In o rd er to und erstand our explanation of 
th e settings, each is illu stra ted , sometim es in 
two different ways, oth ertimes by only one 
meth od. These a re: 

r.) by an illustr ated draw ing w ith g rid 
lines which clea rly indicates the shi fts in th e 
positions of the st amps on the brass pl ate fo r 
each setting. 

2. ) by a photograph of a complete pane of 
eight st amps as they we re printed . 
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CO~RtENl ES 

Fig. 8 . TYPE 7 

The left frame line is broken . Additional line 
in lowe r left panel. Hairdress shows two even 
lines in back. 
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Fig. 9 . TYPE 8 

Fat lettering in Corrientes. Broken frame line 
on left . Two add iti onal lines in lower left panel . 
The First Setting 

The fir st se tting is shown in F ig. I O. The 
numbers ind icate th e pos itions of th e eight 
types as th ey appear on the printed pane. If 
we we re numbering them as they ac tu ally 
we re printed on th e pla te, the types would 
read fro m right to left in both rows. But 
fo r easy refe rence, th e type positions a re 
numbe red as th ey a re seen on th e printed 
sheet, presum edly being th e or igin al sequence. 

One can r eadily see tha t even in the ve ry 
firs t se tting th e eight stamps a re not prop­
erly aligned. For th at matter eve n th e 
phys ical dimensions of the printing surf aces 
a re not uni fo rm. The position of each of the 
eight types along th e grid guid e lines in th e 
fi rst se tting is used as th e st and ard. The 
later settings a re always comp a red to the fi rst 
one to clea rly show both th e direction and 
amount of shi fting th at took place during 
th e va rious uses of the plate. 

Th e firs t se tting was used fo r two iss ues 
as shown in T able I. The first issue was 
the U n Real M. C. of 1856. This was print­
ed in bl ack on blue wove paper. Because of 
N

th e crude pnntmg facilities then available, 
th e impress ions va ry in clearness and in­
tensity. The paper used also v aries g re atly 
coming in all so rts of shades. 

This same setting was used for the Pro­
visional Stamps of r 86o, required because of 
a change in th e post al r at e. They differ 
from the fi rst issue because of denomin ation, 
U n R eal M. C ., on th e printed stamp was 
crossed out w ith a pen stroke. When so al­
tered, th e stamp now bore a value of 3 centa-

1 SETTINO 

" ........... ......: : · 

Fig. 10 
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vos fu erte. T he total number of stamps so 
revalued is not known. But it is reasonable 
to assum e th at st amps th at we re th en ma rked 
w ith th e pen st roke we re remn ants of the 
fir st issue. Between 1856 and 1860 a minor 
330 THE CO
change appeared in th e fi rst set ting. The po­
sition of th e type 5 stamp moved up about :Ji 
mm. This shif t has been reported by th e late 
Monsieur Ge rard G ilbe rt of P a ris, w ho l ater 
moved to New Y ork, N . Y. , w here he died. 
T able I 

F irs t Se ttin g 

Y ear 
1856 
1860 

Valu e 
U n R eal M. C . 
3 Centavos fue rte 

Col or 
blue and shades 
blue 

Prin ti11g G ro up 

Fig. 12 
The Second Setting 

The second setting is diagrammed in F ig. 
II , w hil e Fig. 12 shows a pane w ith the 
eight types as it was printed. This setting 
was in use for several months during 1860, 
as show n in Table 2 . While there is no rec­
ord to substantiate our opinion, it is r ea­
sonable to assume th at changing th e denomi­
nation on a st amp by a pen st roke was not 
practical. Therefore, it was decided to elimi­
nate th e value t ablet entirely. In th e light 
of present-day printing prac tices, this seems 
inefficient. But th at is how it had been done. 
The blue stamps without denomination had a 
value of 3 centavos fu erte. 

Judging by mater ial avail able to us, th e 
value label seems to have been tooled out of 
the pl a te by hand w hile th e dies we re still 
attached to th e brass plate. The removal of 
th e value label was not complete, as traces 
of black ink marks of ten are fo und in th e 
blank space. 

As to th e individual charac teristics of the 
eight types in th e second setting, a comp ari­
son of F ig. l l and 1 2 shows th at w hile the 
numerical sequence had been retained, the 
posi tions of th e types 2, 5 and 6 were 

:ii SETTING 

Fig. 11 
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changed. Type 2 was shifted slightly to the 
left, being reset so that it now is almost 
pa rallel with type I. Type 5 and 6 also were 
moved slightly to the left. Both were 
ch anged to more upright positions being less 
tilted th an in the first setting. While it is 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
true that none of these changes in positions 
of the types are very conspicuous, the fact 
that the engravings themselves were subject 
to a modification at the same time affords us 
the reason to designate this setting as the 
second one. 
Table 2 

Second S etting 

Y ear Valu e 
1860 3 Centavos fuerte 

.> asTTIN• , 

4 
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1 
. 1; i 

2 I' 3 II: . : I 1, 

; .. . i 

' l - ..J 

1 

a ' ·I· 
' .J 

't i' I I I I 
II 6 11.' 5 . 'i 1 ' I 7 I, 1 1.', 
I' . i! •'." ' I I 
:I· ;: I iir: ; 11 ; 

Fig. 13 

The Third Setting 

The third setting appeared later in 1860. 
(Thus the first, second and third settings saw 
use in 1860.) The drawing illustrating this 
setting is shown in Fig. 13 . A printed pane 
of the eight types, as they appear in the third 
Color 
blue 

Printing Group 
2 

setting, is shown in Fig. 14. Of all the stamps 
printed in Corrientes during the life of this 
basic design, this third setting was used to 
the greatest extent for almost twenty years 
from 1860 to 1880. The stamps printed with 
this arrangement of types appeared in many 
colors; and with three denominations; 2 cen­
tavos, 3 centavos fuerte, and 5 centavos, re­
spectively. Their complete listing is given in 
Table 3. 

Comparison of Fig. 13 with Fig. I I brings 
out several differences between the third and 
the second settings. One of these is easy to 
detect-namely the transposition of types 5 
and 6. Type 5 is now where type 6 had been. 
This can be readily seen by examining the 
characteristics of each of these types. In ad­
dition , type 2 moved up, no longer being 
parallel with type 1. In fact, the positions 
of types 1 and 2 in the third setting are not 
duplicated in any other one. 
Fig. 14 
O. VI 331 



CORRIENTES 
No one can definitely acco unt for th e 
transposi tion of types 5 and 6. But it is 
reasonable to assume that the soldered 
mounting may have g iven away completely, 
so th at th e engrav ings sepa ra ted from th e 
printing plate. They had to be resoldered , 

Table 3. 

Third S etting 

Y ear Valu e 
1860 3 Cent. fuerte 
1864 5 Centavos 
186+ 2 Centavos 
1864 2 Centavos 
1865 2 Cent avos 
1867 2 Centavos 
1867 2 Centavos 
1867 2 Centavos 
1870 3 Cent. fuerte 
r871 3 Cent. fue rte 
1874 3 Centavos 
1874 3 Cen tavos 
1875 3 Centavos 
1875 3 Centavos 
1876 3 Centavos 
1876 3 Centavos 
r876 3 Centavos 
1876 3 Centavos 
1877 3 Centavos 
1877 3 Centavos 
1877 3 Centavos 
1877 3 Centavos 
1879 3 Centavos 
r88o 3 Centavos 
1880 3 Centavos 

•SETTING 

Fig. 15 
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and obv iously were not replaced in th e same 
pos1t1ons. As can be seen , th e type 6 was 
placed in the space previously occupied by 
type 5. But th e type 5 was replaced higher 
on th e pl ate th an th e original position of the 
type 6, as plainly seen in Fig. l r. 

Color 
blue 
yell ow g reen 
yellow g reen 

g reen 
blue g ree n 

yellow 
lemon yellow 
straw yellow 
blue 
dark blue 
rose lil ac 
lilac rose 
purpl e 
salmon 
rose 
rose lil ac 
bright rose lil ac 
crimson 
bright purple 
g ray purple 
lil ac 
ma roon 
lilac rose 
deep purple 
pale rose 

The Fourth Setting 

Printing Group 
2 

3 
2 

3 4 
3 4 

3 
3 
3 

3 4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 

3 4 
3 

3 4 

The fourth setting appeared sometime in 
April of 1880. It can be considered as com­
ing from th e last st ate of th e plate. As 
shown in Figs. 15 and 16, types 5 and 6 still 
are transposed, w hile several oth ers also have 
been shifted. Note th at type l has moved up 
from where it was in th e third setting, thus 
making th e space between th e bottom of type 
1 and th e top of type 6 much greater. The 
top borders of types I and 2 again a re paral­
lel , and the entire upper row of types is 
a rranged in a descending order. Jud ging by 
the evidence presented in th e materi al in my 
collection , th e fourth setting was used for 
OLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 
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Fig. 16 
three printings : pale rose, rose lil ac and a 
mauve, all having denomin ations of 3 centa­
vos fuerte , but not bea ring any value labels. 
The space for the denomin at ion was left 
bl ank, just as in th e case of all the oth e r 
printings since the setting st a rted in 1860. A 
complete listin g of th e use of th e four th se t­
ting is fou nd in T able +· 

Table 4 
Fourt h S ett ing 

Valu e Y ear 
1880 
1880 

3 Centavos 
3 Centavos 

THE PRINTING GROUPS 

The printing groups pl ay a very important 
part in th e study of th e st amps of Corrientes. 
The r andom mann er in which the paper 
seems to have been fed into th e press ac­
counts for th e number of printing groups. 

One mu st re alize th at primitive printing 
faci lities were ava ilable during th e production 
of these stamps. The printing plate was 
made up of th e eight individu al engravings. 
So it would seem logical to assume that th e 
printing was done on a very small hand press. 
To pri nt one sheet of 32 st amps, it was neces­
sa ry to in se rt and remove th e sheet of paper 
into and from th e press four different times. 
Each operation printed one pane of eight 
st amps. Also it was necessa ry to shift the 
position of th e sheet before placing it in the 
press for each succeed ing operation. To print 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV,
It is interesting, and very important, to 
note th at all th e reprints come from the 
four th sett ing, thus contributing to a r eady 
recognition of the r ep rint. Know ing that the 
reprints resemble th e four th se tting and th en 
studying this printing group, the id entifica­
tion of r eprints is comp aratively simple. This 
will be discussed in g reate r det a il later. 

Color 
pa le rose 
mauve 

Printing Group 

3 4 
4 5 

a sheet with 24 stamps required th e paper to 
be fed into th e press and removed three 
times. Bes ides it was necessa ry to shift th e 
paper into posi tion twice more in orde r to 
have th e second and third panes to go on th e 
shee t. This is called a " work and turn" 
process. 

It is not surprising th at und er such pnm1-
tive conditions, the feeding of th e paper into 
th e press was not always the same operation. 
T he work took place over a period of two 
yea rs. Since th e operato r was working with 
a small h and press, we can assume that he 
would insert th e paper ei ther from th e front , 
th e rear or th e sides; or he could possibly 
lock in the pl ate w ith th e design norm al or 
inverted rel ative, as we see it, to his own 
pos1t10n. Several inse rtion s of the paper be­
ing necessa ry to complete the printing of one 
sheet with three or four panes, the operator 
 NO. VJ 333 
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1 PRIN T ING GROUP 

[J[J[J[J t:J[J[J[J 
caac cccc 

Fig. 17 
conceivably could have turned the sheet to 
the right or to the left; or simply could have 
shifted the position without turning the sheet. 
It is this shifting and feeding the paper into 
the press from all manner of positions that 
definitely contributes to our knowledge of the 
groupings in which the stamps were printed. 
T he creation of different tete-beche pairs is 
the guide used by us to classify the following 
printing groups. 

The First Printing Croup 

The first printing group (Fig. 17) shows 
clearly how th e printing took place. There 
was no set plan of operation because the 
stamps were printed in four panes each wi th 
eigh t types. Each pane was impressed on the 
paper individually. It is not known whether 
th e two top ones were printed in two suc­
cessive operations, and then if the paper was 
reversed or if a top and a bottom pane fol­
lowed each other in the printing sequence. 
Although it is not too important to have this 
information, the first explanation seems the 
more logical , if for no other reason that it 
would be the most practical, requiring less 
effor t. We might mention that the spacing 
334 THE COL
between the vertical and horizontal panes is 
not uniform. 

Referring to Fig. 17, it is seen that the 
first printing group was formed as the sheets 
were fed into the press with the top panes 
normal and the bottom ones reversed, thus 
producing eight tete-beche pairs of types. 
These types are determined by the settings as 
used in each printing group, which , in turn, 
is determined by the tete-beche pairs. 

For example, the first printing group was 
used for two settings, the first and the third. 
In the case of the first setting, the tete-beche 
pairs are the types 5-8; 6-7; 7-6 and 8-5, 
being repeated twice on the sheet. In the 
third se tting of the first printing group, the 
tete-beche pairs are found in the types 6-8; 
5-7; 5-7 and 8-6. This is clearly seen in the 
illustrations. 
As to horizontal pairs with the gutter be­

tween, stamps in the first setting of the first 
printing group are types 4-1; 8-5; 5-8 and 
1-4, w hile in the third setting of the first 
printing group they are types 4-1 ; 8-6; 6-8 
and 1-4. 

A complete listing of the use of the first 
printing group is found in Table 5. 
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T able 5 

F irs t Printing G ro up 

Yea r Valu e 
1856 U n R eal M . C. 
1860 3 Centavos Fuerte 
1864 5 Centavos 
1864 2 Centavos 
1864 2 Centavos 
1865 2 Centavos 
1867 2 Centavos 
1867 2 Centavos 

Color Se tting 
Blue 
Blue 
Yellow G reen 3 
Yellow G reen 3 

G reen 3 
Blue G reen 3 

Yellow 3 
L emon Yellow 3 
The Second Printing Croup 

T he second printing g roup is th e simples t 
to explain . The layout of th e panes is shown 
in F ig. 18. It is seen th at the sheet consisted 
of three parallel panes of eight types, tot al­
ing 24 stamps. D epending on w heth e r the 
2 PRI N T I NG GROUP 

CJ[J[J[J 
[J[J[J[J 

cc cc 
[J[J[J[J 

[J[J[J[J 
CCC CJ 

Fig. 18 
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top or th e bottom pane was printed first , the 
r emain de r we re printed by simply shifting 
th e paper up o r down after the first oper a­
tion. T he spac ing between th e panes is not 
uni fo rm. Th e pape r was not turned, hence 
th e positions of all of the st amps on th e shee t 
is const ant. 

The second p rin t ing group was used for 
all of th e I 860 iss ue of th e 3 centavos fu e rte 
st amps w ith th e excep tion of th e short-lived 
provisionals descr ibed earl ie r . These ap­
peared in th e fi rst printing group. R emain­
de rs of th ese t wo printings (from th e second 
and third se tting) we re used aga in as la te as 
I 870, (always as 3 centavos fu e rte). Th ere­
fo r e, both th e second and third se ttings ap­
pea r in th e second printing group of th e 3 
centavos fue rte on blue pape r , fi rst used in 
I 860 and again in l 870. H owever, it mus t 
be unde r stood th at th ese two se ttings d id not 
appea r on the same pr inted sheet bea ring th e 
second printing g roup, beca use, only one 
pr int ing pl ate was avai lable a t one time. So 
whicheve r sett ing it may have been, th ere 
was only one setting of type at a time. 

In th e second printing group, th e printed 
shee t has no tet e-beche pairs. Nor a re th ere 
any horizontal pa irs composed of stamps 
from adjacent panes. 

T able 6 shows a l is ting of th e limited use 
made of th e second printing gro up. 

A ve ry interes ting incident occu r red in con­
nection w ith thi s second printing group. Ev i­
dence ex ists indica t ing th at remaining sheets 
from this printing group we re placed in th e 
gove rnm ental a rchives . Some of th em fe ll in ­
to un auth orized hands l ate in 1880. Being 
un awar e of th e manner of printing th e 
st amps, specifically the cr eation of different 
printing g roups during th e numerous official 
printings w hen th e plate was assembled and 
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re-assembled many times, th ese people mis­
takenly th ought th at only the second printing 
group had been used for all issues, so they 
used it as th e model for reprints of all th e 
THE CO
issues. Therefore it is our good fo rtune th at 
a lack of philatelic knowledge enables us to 
rather easily spot the reprints, w hich w ill be 
discussed later. 
Table 6. 

Th e Seco nd Printing Gr oup 

Y ear 
186o 
1860 
1870 

Value 
3 Centavos F uerte 
3 Centavos F uerte 
3 Centavos F uerte 

Color 
Blue 
Blue 
Blue 

Se tting 
2 

3 
2 3 
3 PR I NTIN G G ROUP 

Fig. 19 
The Third Printing Croup 

The a rr angement of th ird printing group is 
shown by Fig. 19. It differs so completely 
from th e second th at a de tailed descript ive 
compa rison is unnecessary. H owever , it is 
interes ting to compare it w ith th e fi rst print­
ing group as shown in F ig. 17. Whereas th e 
first printing group had both top horizontal 
panes placed simil arly and the bottom row 
printed upside down in relation to the fi r st , 
in the third printing gro up th e lefth and col­
umn of two panes of st amps and th e right 
hand vertical column of two panes we re 
printed reve rsed in rela tion to the first col-
L

umn. T hus only fo ur tete-beche pairs are 
fo und w ith st amps on th e adjacent panes in 
th e third printing group, these being types 
4-8; 8-4; 4-8 and 8-4. 

T his printing group wi th some excep tions 
appears fo r sixteen di fferent issues from 1867 
th rough 1880. The issue of 1867 had a de­
nomin ation of 2 centavos, but all th e other 
issues in th e same printing group a 3 centa­
vos fu erte. The colors of these printings 
were numerou s. (T able 7.) As to th e se t­
tings, only one appea rs in th e third printing 
group, this being th e third variety shown in 
Fig. 13. 
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Table 7. 

Th e Third Printing Group 

Y ear Value Color Setting 
1867 2 Centavos Straw Yellow 3 
1871 3 Cent. Fuerte Dark Blue 3 
1874 3 Centavos Rose Lilac 3 
1874 3 Centavos Lilac Rose 3 
1875 3 Centavos Purple 3 
1875 3 Centavos Salmon 3 
1876 3 Centavos Rose 3 
1876 3 Cen tavos Rose Lilac 3 
1876 3 Centavos Bright Rose Lilac 3 
1876 3 Centavos Crimson 3 
1877 3 Centavos Bright purple 3 
1877 3 Centavos Gray pu rple 3 
1877 3 Centavos Lilac 3 
1879 3 Centavos Lil ac Rose 3 
1880 3 Centavos Deep Purple 3 
1880 3 Centavos Pale Rose 3 
TH
4 PRINT I NG GROUP 

Fig. 20 
The Fourth Printing Croup 

The layout of the panes in the fourth 
printing group is the reverse of the third, 
because the left hand column of two panes 
is upside down, whereas the position of the 
right hand column of two panes is normal. 
(Fig. 20.) This printing group was used for 
seven printings between 1871 and 1880, all 
E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
these stamps having a denomination of 3 cen­
tavos fuerte. The colors varied. Table 8 
shows the various uses of the fourth print­
ing group. Concerning the settings, the 
third setting was used for all printings from 
1871 to 1879 but only one in 1880. But the 
fourth setting was used for th ree oth er is­
sues in 1880. 

Because of the make-up of the panes, only 
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four tete-beche pairs we re created, th ese be­
ing types 6-I; 1-6; 6-1 and 1-6 all in the 
fourth printing group. While it is true that 
both th e third and fourth settings appea r in 
338 THE CO
this printing group, although not on the 
sa me printed sheet, th e tete-beche pai rs re­
main constant regardless of which of these 
two se ttings we re used at th e time. 
Table 8. 

Th e Fourth Printing Group 

Y ear Valu e 
1871 3 Cent. fuerte 
1874 3 Centavos 
1876 3 Centavos 
1877 3 Centavos 
1879 3 Centavos 
1880 3 Centavos 
1880 3 Centavos 

Color Setting 
dark blue 3 
rose lilac 3 
rose 3 
maroon 3 
lil ac rose 3 
pale rose 3 
m auve 4 
5 PR IN T ING GRO U P 

tJ[J[J[J tJ[J[J[J 
[J[J[J[J [J[J[J[J 

Fig. 21 
The Fifth Printing Croup 

The fifth printing group (Fig. 21) has the 
layout of the panes the exact reverse of th e 
first . As shown in Fig. 21, th e upper row 
of two panes is printed inverted, whereas th e 
stamps in the lower row of two panes are 
normal. Compare these with the panes 
shown in Fig. 17. 

The entire fifth printing group appears in 
one of the iss ues of 1880, with a 3 centavos 
fuerte denomination in both a rose lil ac and 
mauve color. The fourth was used through-
L

ou t. Because of th e layout of the panes. 
eight tete-beche pairs were created from 
stamps in panes. These are located in the 
vertical columns. Starting with th e upper· 
types, th ese pairs we re fo rmed from types 
4-1 ; 3-2; 2-3; 1-4 in one vertical row, and 
th e same combination of types in the second' 
vertical row. 

It might be of interest to mention that the· 
author's collection does not contain materi al 

(Continued on P age 36g. ) 
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THE MALDIVE ISLANDS 

Their Postage Stamps and Postal History 

By E U GEN E V. CO N ETT 3rd 
Introduction 

I h ad n' t waded ve ry fa r into the r aging 
water s of philately befo re I discovered th at 
i11 this gentle past ime the only substitute fo r 
youth was pelf. H aving none of th e fo rmer, 
and ve ry littl e of th e latter , I fo und my 
choice of a specialty was g reatly circum­
scri bed. 

T he cat alogue indicated th at th e Maldive 
I sland s had no post al histo ry befo re 1906, and 
th at th ere had been only fi ve iss ues of st amps 
since th en. This little kn own and phil a teli ­
cally un pop ul a r country appea red to be my 
oyster. The st amps should be easy to as­
semble and th e inves tment should be small. 
Then I ca me across th ese wo rd s w ritten by 
the late and somewhat unl amented Amin 
Didi, to whom furth er refe rence w ill be 
made, and th ey cinched th e matter. 

" If you open an Atl as and turn up th e m ap 
of Asia, yo u will fi nd , off th e W est Coast of 
Ceylon, w hat appears to be a spl utter of the 
ca rtographer 's pen in the Indian Ocean. 

" It is a cou ntry which is more sea th an 
land. There, all men are rove rs of th e sea; 
all women da ughte rs of th e waves. 

"There, blue mel ts into g reen and azure 
haziness-pale and pleasant-and melts back 
into blue. 

"As th e sun sets, an ent rancing scene 
g radu ally un folds, which fo r peace ful pictur­
esqu eness and in effable bea uty w ill be hard 
to match. A sapphire sea, gently lapping 
wooded isles of multiplex g reens and b rowns 
-all, wa te r, land and sky, ba th ed in a glor­
ious colo r- Hood of mingled hues. 

" Silhouetted again st expansive horizons, 
g reen palms toss th eir heads against th e 
skies . . . It is a co untry w hich is more sea 
th an land. It is th e enchanted I sles of the 
Maldives!" 
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1V1y inte res t in th ese island s was furth er 
aroused whil e reading th e m anuscript of a 
for thcoming book, Th e Div ersions of A Dip­
lom at In Ceylon, by our Amb assador to th at 
cou ntry, Col. Phil ip K. C rowe. The las t 
chapte r was on th e M aldive I sland s, written 
shortly af te r he had made a visi t to them in 
D ecember, 1953. Some of th e fo llowing de­
sc ription of th e islands is based upon A mbas­
sado r Crowe's manuscript ; th e res t of it h as 
come from othe r o rigin al sources and cor ­
r espond ence . 

The 2 15 inh abited islands in the Maldives 
h ave a land a rea of about 11 5 square miles, 
but th ere are some 2000 coral islands scat­
te red over 50,000 squ are miles of sea, run­
ning from th e so uth ernmost, A dd u Atoll , be­
low th e Equ ator, to Tilad umn ati Atoll ove r 
seven degrees north , a dist ance of more th an 
470 miles. The whole group of islands lie 
some 450 miles wes t and south west of Cey­
lon. Th e 90,000 inh abitants a re Moslems, 
who la rgely depend on fishing and th e mak­
ing of " maldive fish" (of w hich more la ter ), 
although some lacquer w ork, matting, co ir 
rope and cowrie shells a re ex ported. 

T he islands are a fully ind ependent coun­
t ry, by t rea ty unde r th e protection of E ng­
land, and th eir fo reign re lations a re conduct­
ed through th e British in Ceylon. This ar­
r angement was fi rst effected in an exch ange 
of lette rs be tween Queen V icto ri a and the 
Sultan, Mohamm ed Mu ' in-ud-din in 1887, 
and has been r enewed seve ral times. The 
fi rst fo reign visitor to th e islands was an 
Arabi an explorer, Ibn B attuta ( 1325-1354) , 
w ho lived in M ale fo r some years. The next 
visitor s we re th e P ortuguese whom the n a­
tives fin ally drove out in 1650. The bases of 
th e street lights in M ale a re old Portuguese 
cann on. The Maldivi an ational H olid ay is 
NO. VI 339 



MALDIVES ISLANDS 
the first of the luna r month Rabee-ul-Avval, 
the day on which Muhammed Th akurufau 
the Great saved the Maldives from the 
Portuguese. 

Up until 1952 ninety- two Sultans and 
Sultanas had ruled, although the office has 
been elective since 1930. When the las t Sul­
tan designate, H . H. Amir Abdul Majid 
Didi, died in th e sp ring of 1952, th e young 
Prime Minister, Amir Amin Didi proposed 
a republic and was elected President. All the 
rulers of th e Maldives have been members 
of the nobility of Male, and most of them 
members of th e Didi family . The republic 
was in augurated J anu ary 1, 1953, and Amin 
Didi attempted to project his country from 
the I 5th to th e 20th century in a very short 
time. He accomplished a number of excel­
lent social, educational and hygenic reforms. 
But la rgely due to a breakdown in health he 
made some very rad ical changes which re­
sulted in his expulsion. For instance, his doc­
tor told him he must give up smoking, so he 
gave all th e people of the country just one 
year to stop it shutting off the import of all 
tobacco. He instituted a road building pro­
g ram on island s abou t one by one and a half 
miles in size w hich did not have th e leas t use 
for boulevards, and in doing this took th e 
people from th ei r fishing and caused them to 
cu t down hundreds of food-bea ring trees, 
such as coconuts and bread fruit. 

On September 4, 1953, a non-violent revo­
lution resulted in Amin Didi being put in 
protective custody on th e island of Doonidu 
in ord er to save him from th e people. On 
December 31 , I953 , he made the mistake 
of escaping to Male where he was attacked 
by the people and died on J anu ary I9, 1954. 
Meanwhile th e people asked Ibrahim Ali 
Didi and Vice-President Mohammed Didi to 
take ove r th e gove rnment. On March 7, 
I954, Ali Mohammed Farid Didi, eldes t son 
of the last Sultan designate, was restored to 
th e throne, and Ibrahim Ali Didi was pro­
claimed Prime Minister. Mohammed Didi 
was mad e Postm as ter General.* 

For yea rs th e mail s between the Maldives 

* In April 1956, Mohammed Didi was relieved of 
his position as Postmaster General. l\foh ammed 
Zaki, the Maldivian Government Representative in 
Colombo resigned. A letter dated A pril 24, 1956, 
is signed by A. Zaki, Maldivian Government Repre­
sentative, Colombo. 
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and Ceylon were ca rried by the captains of 
the native sailing vessels, the larges t of 
which, a two-mas ted dhow of about IOO tons, 
is th e buggalo. A smaller version of this 
craft is th e battely . Both of these carry 
maldive fish, coi r rope, and on fortunate oc­
casions ambergris, to Ceylon, the trip taking 
about a week w ith th e favorable southwest 
monsoon (during March, April and May), 
and up to a month when the northwest mon­
soon is blowing, during October, November, 
D ecember and J anu ary. 

Maldive Currency 

At th e beginning of Maldive postal history 
roo cents equall ed one rupee. In 195I th e 
currency was changed to roo !ares equ al 
one rupee. Four kuda lari (small ) equ al r 
bodu lar i (large) , and 25 bodu lari equ al r 
rupee. "At present th ere is no exchange 
value between th e Gove rnment of Ceylon and 
th e Maldive Government, trade being ca rried 
on mai nly by barter. However, in instances 
when monetary transactions are ca rried ou t, 
value is paid in Ceylon currency." This in­
for mation abou t th e cur rency is fro m a let­
ter dated April 24, 1956, written by the 
Maldivian Government R epresentative in 
Colombo. Ambassador Crowe wrote in I954 
that 5 Maldivian rupees equall ed I Ceylon 
rupee, o r abo ut 4 U. S. cents to I Maldivian 
rupee. ( In 1956 he writes th at I Ceylon 
rupee is worth 20 U. S. cents.) In view of 
th e information from th e Maldivian Govern­
ment Representa tive, it is not likely that this 
rate of exchange is now in effect. When 
Lieut. R onald G. Shelley, R .N., visited Male 
in 1955, he found Maldivian notes of y;; , I, 
5 and 10 rupees in circula tion, but sta ted that 
Ceylon cu rrency is slowly supe rseding th e 
local money. 

Establishment of the Post Office at Male 

The capital of th e country is the ci ty of 
Male w hich occup ies the entire island of 
Male, about one mil e long and a half mile 
wide. 

In 1905 th e Maldivian Ambassador to 
Ceylon estimated th at 30,000 letters and par­
cels passed through th e Maldives eve ry year, 
and by having no postage stamps, nor a post 
office, the Government was losing some £500 
in revenue. H e m ade a study of the opera-
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Fig. 1. The overprinted issue of 1906 
tion of the Ceylon post office, and ordered 
seals, fo rms, etc. from India. The post office 
at Male was opened on September 9, 1906. 

The Provisional Issue of 1906 

The th en current Edward VII stamps of 
Ceylon in the 2, 3, 4, 5, I5 , and 25 cent val­
ues, were overprinted MALDIVES in black 
sans se rif capi tal letters and delivered to th e 
G. P. 0. on March 6, 1906. (See F ig. 1.) 
A delay in receiving the necessary equipment 
for th e pos t office pu t off th e day of issue a t 
Male until Sep tember 9, I906. 

The 3, 4, 15, and 25 cent values were over­
printed in complete sheets, while the 2 and 
5 cent values were overprinted in half shee ts. 
In add ition to th e stamps, a 5c blue on buff 
envelope, Ceylon 1903-1905, ove rprinted 
MALDIVES in red; a IOc registered Ceylon 
envelope wi th th e head of Edward VII in 
pink on the back fl ap (p rinted by De La 
Rue) overp rinted MALD I VES in black 
across the bottom of the stamp; two wrap­
pers, a 2c violet on buff, overpr inted in blu e, 
and a 5c olive on buff, overprinted MAL­
DIVES in black ; two post cards, a 2c olive 
overprinted in black, and 2c plus 2c olive 
return card ove rprinted in black, and a let­
ter card 5c brown overprinted in red, were 
made avail able fo r use in the Male post 
office . (See Figs. 2 through 8.) 

The first ove rprinting of Ceylon stamps 
CTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXV, N
was issued a t Male on September 9, I906. 
The quantities were as fo llows: 

2C red brown -------------- 2400 copies 
3c g reen ---------------------- 600 copies 
4c yellow & blue -------- 1200 copies 
5c lil ac ------------------------ 4800 copies 

15c blue ------------------------ 1200 copies 
25c bisque ---------------------- 1200 copies 

A second ove rprinting, de livered by the 
Treasury to th e G. P. 0. on October 15, 
1906, was issued at Male on D ecember I5, 
I906: 

2C oran ge brown 2000 copies 
3c green -------------------- 3000 copies 
4c yellow & blue ------ 1000 copies 
sc deep lil ac -------------- 14000_ copies 

Fig . 2 . Sc blue on buff envelope overprinted 
in red . (Cou rtesy of John F. Field ) 
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REGISTERED 
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TO st REOIS'l'UCD ANO A 

Fig. 3. 1 Oc registered envelope overprinted in black on flap of cover. 
The 5c cent deep lilac stamp of Ceylon was 
printed in a new shade from Plate IL This 
second printing sold out at Male Post Office 
-0n March 2, r907. The philatelic demand for 
these stamps was great, and counterfeit over­
prints appeared. The Governor of Ceylon 
(apparently worried by the philatelic demand 
for the stamps!) decreed that no more Cey­
lon stamps be overprinted for use in the 

Scott No. Value 
197 5c 
225 IC 
226 2C 
229 5c 
26o 6c 
260 6c 
265 3c 
266 6c 
266 6c 
275 6c 
275 6c 
278 2C 
279 3C 
280 6c 

All of the above stamps carry the regular 
Maldive Islands postmark, which is a double 
-circle measuring 26 mm. in diameter, with 
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Maldives, and Ceylon stamps without over­
print be used. These can only be recognized 
by the Maldive Islands postmarks which they 
carry. They were the official stamps for 
about 18 months, but the stamps of Ceylon 
were used in the Maldives for many years, as 
the following list of Ceylon stamps with 
Maldive Islands postmarks in my collection 
will testify: 

Date in Postmark 
? ? ? 

Jan. 19, 193? 
? ? I934 

"Oc" 9 I927 
July 30 I935 
Nov. 29 I935 
June I9 ? 
Feb. 26 I936 
July ? I936 
Jan. 1938 
Oct. 29 
April ? 1940 
Sept. ? 

? I939 

Comm ents 

Die II Type II 
Die II Type I 
Die I Type II 

Maldive Islands around the top section be­
tween the circles, the innermost of which 
measures I50 mm. in diameter. The form 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 
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Fig. 4. 2c viole t on buff wrapper overpr inted 
in blue . (Courtesy of John F. Field ) 

Qf the date is 31 X 38 (31 October 1938) run­
ning across the center of the inner circle. 
All the postmarks I have seen are in black. 

In Mr. John Field's Maldive collection are 
four Scott No. 231 6c violet Ceylon stamps, 
without overprint, dated I933, 1934 and 1935 
in the pos tmarks. He also has three Scott 

r o. 265 3c green and black Ceylon without 
Qverprint, one of which is dated 1938, the 
Qther two dates are not legible; two Scott 
No. 266 blue and black 6c, one of which is 
dated 1936 ; one Scott o. 280 blue and 
black 6c dated 1938, and three Scott No. 275 
deep ca rmine 6c all dated 1937. These 
s tamps carry the r egular postma rk of the 
Maldive I sland s. 

Before leaving the overprinted issue of 
1906 it may be of interes t to note that on 
May 8, 1908, at an auction by Puttick & 
Simpson, a complete unused set of this issue 
brought fI /6/ o. Again , on December 8, 
1908, such a set brought £212/ 0. The num­
ber of references to Maldivian stamps in the 
British philatelic press of that period indi­
cates a lively interest in the postal affairs of 
the I slands. Merely for th e purpose of show­
ing a healthy growth in the interest in these 
s tamps (o r their growing sca rci ty) it may be 
noted that the 1956 edition of Gibbons quotes 
this iss ue unused a t fio / 5/ 0, and used at 
£ 12/ 0/0. 

The First Regular Issue of 1909 

Th e Philatelic R ecord of August 1908, 
noted that Abdul Hamid Didi, the Maldivian 
R ep resentative in Colombo, was in direct 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
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Fig . 5. Sc olive on buff wrapper ove rprinted 
in black . (Courtesy of John F. Field) 

communication with stamp makers in Eng­
land in regard to a new issue of Maldivian 
stamps. These were recess printed by De La 
Rue and were issued at Male in May, 1909. 
They show the minaret of the J uma Mosque. 
(See Fig. 9.) They are printed on medium 
white wove pape r watermarked multiple ro­
settes, and are perforated 14 on both comb 
and line machines. They measure 18 by 
22 Yz mm. They were printed in sheets of 
240, 4 panes of 60, 6 by 10. The set consists 
of 2c brown, 3c green, 5c mauve and JOc red. 
So far it has not been possible to discover 
the quantities printed , as Mr. Newman of 
De L a Rue info rms me that all the records 
covering this issue were destroyed during the 
last World War in the bombing of London. 
I have examined proofs of this issue, three in 
green and two in black ink, one of th e- proofs 
carrying the De La Rue number in the mar­
gin , all authenticated by Mr. Newman. 

The Second Regular Issue of 1933 

Ahmad Didi Effendi was Postmaster Gen­
eral when this issue appeared. The stamps 
were printed by photogravure by Harrison & 
Sons, Ltd. They me as ure 18 by 21 Yz mm. 
and are perforated 15 by 14. The paper is 
watermarked Harrison & Sons London in 
upper and lower case sc ript letters, the wat­
ermarks being close enough so th at parts of 
two lines of them appear on each stamp, and 
the watermarks run across the stamps hori­
zontally. (See Fig. 10.) 

The denominations are 2c gray, 3c red 
brown , 5c mauve (color listed by Gibbons 
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Fig. 6 . 2c olive post card overprinted in black (Courtesy of j ohn F. Field ) 
:although Scott lists this as brown lake), 6c 
sca rl et, roe green, I 5c black, 25c brown, soc 
purple and 1 rupee blue. These st amps ap­
peared in th e Male post office in panes of 
·60, IO by 6. They were presum ably printed 
in sheets of 2+0. They a re comb perforated. 

I have two shad es of th e roe, which ap­
pear diffe rent to th e naked eye, but under the 
ultra violet light th ey flu oresce ve ry diffe r­
e ntly, which sugges ts th at the re were two 
printings of at leas t this one value. In re­
·sponse to seve ral communications I have sent 
to Harrison & Sons, I h ave r eceived on June 
28, 1956, th e following: " W e reg ret we can­
not supply the information you desire as 
since that time ( I933) much reo rganiza tion 
has t aken place in thi s comp any and m any 
references disposed of, w hich a t the time 
wo uld not appear worth retaining. The 
Postal Administr ation of the I slands may 
have retained ou r o riginal co rrespondence etc. 
in th ei r a rch ives and could possibly give you 
some ass istance." As I have neve r been 
able to obtain any inform ation of any kind 
from th e P ostal Administration of the I sl­
a nd s, I think we may assume th at from here 
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on we shall h ave to try to reconstruct any 
further details of the I933 issue from what­
eve r evidence we can gather. 

The Third Regular Issue of 1936? 

The question mark refe rs only to the date, 
and not to the fact that the re was another 
issue of th e same design as that of I933· 
Although nei th er Scott nor Robson Lowe 
ca talogs mention th e fact, Gibbons notes that 
all values of th e 1933 issue exis t w ith th e 
wate rm ark vertical instead of horizonta l, but 
lists the vertical variety only in th e 5c value 
as being claret color. I have all but the roc 
g reen w ith th e vertica l watermark, and w ith 
th e naked eye can de tect no difference w hat­
ever in th e colors of th e 5c value w ith and 
w ith out the ver tical wate rm ark. They are 
both a rich r eddish purple, and I suspect th at 
Gibbons, in describing the I933 issue of the 
5c horizontal wate rm arked stamp as mauve, 
was simply reta ining th e color description 
of th e 1909 issue. 

I have examined all th e values excep t the 
10 cent , of th e vertical watermarked stamps 
under the ultra violet light and compared 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 
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Fig. 7 . le plus 2c return card overprinted in black. !Courtesy of john F. Field ) 
th em wi th those o f the horizontal wate r­
marks. There is a ve ry d iffe rent fluo res­
cence of th e two va rieties, in dicating a dis­
tinctly different printing. The diffe rence in 
flu orescence is so m a rked th a t th e re can be 
not dou bt about th e matte r. H eretofo re it 
has bee n supposed th at a limited qu antity 
of th e wate rm a rked paper was in adve rtently 
run th ro ugh th e press wi th th e wate rm a rk 
runn ing ver tically across th e st amps. W e 
do ubt wheth er H a rr ison & Sons wo uld have 
changed th e ink when such shee ts we re " in­
adve rtently" printed. 

The only concl usion th at th e fo rego ing 
fac ts ad mit is th at th e re was a second print­
ing w ith th e waterma rks ve r t ical which in 
itself defines th ese stamps as a new and dis­
t inct issue, although the design is the same as 
th at of th e 1933 iss ue. 

As G ibbons is th e only catalogue which 
even mentions th ese stamps, and as it is fa r 
easie r to ob tain specimens of th e horizontal 
waterm arked st amps, I suggest th a t this new 
issue must have been in g reatly red uced 
quantit ies. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATE LI ST, VOL. XXXV, 
After a sea rch of th e A merican, British 
and Ge rm an phil at elic press of the pe riod, the 
only reco rd l can find dealing with th e 1933 
issue sta tes th a t th e first values to appea r in 
J anu a ry 1933 we re th e 2c, 3c, and IOc. At 
th e end of th e yea r th e 6c, I 5c, 25c, soc, and 
1 rupee valu es we re iss ued. It w as some 
ti me late r befo re th e 5c value appea red. 

Mr. J ohn F. F ie ld , a fellow stud ent of 
the Maldives, st at es th at th e ve rtical w ater-

.: ....... ... ..................... .. ........................... . 

Fi g. 8. Sc brown le tte r ca rd ove rpr ii:ited in red. 
(Courtesy of john F. Fie ld ) 
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Fig. 9 . The first regular issue of 1909 

Fig. 10. The second regular issue of 1933. 
Note right hand panel with CENTS only. 

m a rked issue appea red in 1937; but I have 
a 6c st amp ca rrying a da te of " 17, VI , 36," 
and a 2c st amp dated 1936, both w ith the 
vertical wa term ark. H ence I asc ribe th e is­
sue to 1936. 

A fac t which makes me doubt th e truth of 
the st a tement th at the 5c valu e of the 1933 
issue appea red some t ime in 1934, is th e 
change in design of th e 6c, 15c, 25c, soc, 
and l rupee values, which merely h ave 
"CE TS" and " RU P EE" in the right hand 
border panel, w hile th e 2c, 3c, 5c, and roe 
values ( th e same values as appea red in th e 
1909 issue ) h ave the valu es w ritten in full 
in this panel : TWO CENTS, THREE 
CENTS , FIVE C E N TS , a nd T E 
C E N TS, j ust as th ey appeared in th e 1909 
issue. Obviously th e higher values could not 
h ave been written out in full in th e space 
availabl e, but ce rta inly th e 6c could have 
been . 

A s st ated above, th e 2c, 3c, and roe val­
ues we re reported to have been issued early 
in 1933 · Fo r wh at conce ivable reason w ould 
th e 5c valu e h ave been held up the better part 
of a yea r ? I suspect th at th e valu es of the 
1909 issue we re photographed by . H arri son & 
Sons fo r m aking th e new photogravure pl ate, 
and th at the copy fo r the new valu es h ad the 
right hand borde r panel changed-including 
the 6c which could readi ly h ave been th e 
THE CO
Fig. 1 l. The th ird regular issue of 1950. 

same as the other low values as fa r as space 
was conce rn ed. The 2c, 3c, 5c and roe might 
we ll have been printed in advance of th e new 
valu es, which wo uld explain w hy th e fo rmer 
appea red ea rly in 1933 and th e latte r l ate 
in th e same year. I can only ass ume th at 
th e 5c was sent to the Maldives along w ith 
th e oth er th ree, and th e Male pos t office must 
have held up th e sale of the 5c for a yea r­
if th ey ac tu ally d id. You w ill recall th at in 
th e ove rprinted issue of 1906 there was a 
tota l of 18,800 of th e 5c. The nex t highest 
qu antity of th a t iss ue was only 4400 copies 
of th e 2c. It is possibl e th at in 1933 the re 
was still a sizeable lot of th e 5c denomin a­
tion in stock, and th e new 5c might have been 
held back until th ese were reduced. In sup­
port of this th eo ry I note a cove r in th e col­
lection of Mr. J ohn F ield bea rin g a block of 
fo ur of th e 5c of th e 1909 issue, postm a rked 
at Male 28. V. 33. It is only fa ir to st ate 
th at this cove r might also prove th at th e 5c 
of th e 1933 w as not ye t on hand in Male. 

R ega rdless of the exact dates of issue o f 
th e 1933 st amps w ith horizontal waterm arks, 
and th at w ith the ve rtical wate rm a rks, it 
can be st a ted defi nitely th at H arrison & Sons 
did prod uce, and th e Maldivian Gove rnment 
did issue two sepa ra te and distinct iss ues of 
th e same design, easily recognized by the 
different wate rm a rks. 

The Fourth Regular Issue of 1950 

On D ecember 24, 1950, a new set of eight 
denomin a tions was issued at Male. T he de­
sign shows a palm tree a t th e left and a small 
fi shing boa t (a d h oni) at th e right. (See Fig. 
11. ) These st amps we re recess prin ted by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. T he Maldivian 
currency was changed a t this t ime to 100 
!a res equal r rupee, and th e values are 
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Fig . 12. The Margin imprint of the 1950 issue . 

shown in both E nglish and Arabic fig ures. 
The present Maldivian Government Repre­
sentative in Colombo spell s th e plural of !a res 
as " la ri ," while on th e st amps of thi s issue 
it is spe lled " la rees ." 

The issue consists of th e following: 2 I. 
olive, 3 I. blue, 5 I. emerald , 6 I. red brown, 
10 I. sca rlet, 15 l. orange, 50 \. violet, and 
1 rupee chocolate. Li eu t. Ronald G. Shelley, 
R . N. writes me th at when he visited the 
post office at Male in late 1955 , th e 1 rupee 
value had bee n sold out. The st amps mea­
su re 25 )/z by 21 )/z mm. and a re perforated 
13. They a re printed on unwatermarked 
white wove paper. I have the sheet margins 
of the 3, 5, 6, 10, 25 and 50 !a res st amps, 
with th e in sc ription reading B radbury, Wil­
kinson & Co. Ld. New Malden , Surrey, Eng­
land , w ith a sc ript pl ate number I, through 
th e kindn ess of Lieut. Shelley. (See Fig. 12.) 
I have the complete se t used (each stamp 
ca rrying a different date , and , therefo re , 
probably not philatelically postmarked) in­
dicating that the stamps were good for post­
age outside of the I sland s. 

Th rough the courtesy of Messrs Bradbury, 
Wilkinson & Co. I am able to give the de­
tail s of how this issue was printed. The 
values we re printed in pairs, 50 stamps of 
each value on pla tes of JOO. In each case the 
panes were 5 by I O. The pairs were as fol­
lows: 50 and 25 !a res, 15 and 10 !a res, 6 and 
2 !ares, and 5 and 3 !ares. The stamps were 
delivered in panes of 50 in each case. The I 

rupee was presumably printed from a pl ate 
of 50, although Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson 
do not mention this point. 

The Fifth Regul ar ls~ue of 1952 

In 1952 two new st amps, recess printed by 
Bradbu ry, Wilkinson & Co. were iss ued un­
der th e Sultanate , as th e R ep ublic was not 
m being un til J anu ary I , l 953. The 3 I. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATELIST, VOL . XXXV
Fig . 13 . The two new designs of the fifth 
regular issue of 1952. 

shows four Maldivian fi shes and is printed in 
blue . The 5 I. shows a group of Maldivian 
products and is printed in emerald green. 
(See Fig. 13.) The stamps are on white 
wove pape r without watermark. They mea­
sure 25)/z by 21 )/z mm. and are perforated 13. 
The sheet ma rgins of the 3 and th e 5 !ares 
re ads th e same as those of the previous issue, 
although th e pl ate number I is of slightly 
different design. 

U p until now it had been supposed th at the 
issue of the 1952 consisted of two values only, 
the 3 l. and 5 I. However, Messrs Bradbury, 
Wilkinson & Co. have informed me th at this 
issue was the "same meth od of printing as 
the 1950 issue, w ith the same combin ations 
except in th e case of th e 5 and 3 larees which 
were of new design." So we now know that 
instead of th e 1952 iss ue consis ting of two 
only, it ac tu ally consisted of eight values, 
with two of them of different design. 

In reply to my inquiry as to whe th er there 
were any differences between the 1950 and 
1952 iss ues, Messrs Bradb ury, Wilkinson & 
Co. have written me: "With rega rd to dif­
ferences between the 1950 and 1952 printings, 
apa rt from th e different designs of th e 3 and 
5 la rees values, we would say th a t there 
would ex ist only those very slight differences 
which a re inevitable between two printings 
of th e same stamp from the same plates and 
which , as st amp printers, we tru st are not 
sufficiently obvious to attract th e a ttention of 
phil a telists!" So far I have discove red no 
differences. 

The four species of fish shown on the 3 I. 
st amp a re th e canely, with no stripes; the 
ca tibilo or true bonita ; th e la ti rese mbling 
th e ca tab ilo but with a na rrowe r t ai l, and 
th e ragony, a spotted variety small e r th an 
, NO. VI 347 
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Fig. 14. The !ares and rupee values of the 
sixth regula r issue of 1956. 

the canely. The delineation of these fish 
leaves something to be desired from the 
naturalist 's point of view. I had supposed 
that " maldive fish " was made up of these four 
species, but a recent letter from the American 
Ambassador states: "Maldive fi sh which is a 
necessity of Ceylonese curry eaters is dried 
Bonita. These fi sh a re caught in great num­
bers by the Maldivi ans, pl aced on racks in the 
sun and then shipped to Ceylon by buggalo , 
a two-masted sailing dhow. 

"Aside from a few sea shells, ambergris , 
lacquer work, etc., M aldive fish is the only 
import ant rupee earner that the I slands have . 

"The reason the Ceylonese, and for th a t 
matter all East Indians, like salted dried 
fish on their curry is that it gives a tang and 
spice to the dish. M aldive fi sh, in my opin­
ion , also imp arts an unpleasant fishy odor 
but one gets used to it. The I sland ers do 
not catch these fi sh with nets. They jerk 
them into the boat by means of a coir line 
tied to a rod. The hook used h as no ba rb 
and h as a swollen shaft which the Bonita 
evid ently t ake to be a small fish. The fisher­
man sails into a shoal and st ays "'' ith it until 
his dhoni is virtually awash with IO or I 5 
pound Bonita." 

Maldive fish has become an indispensable 
item in th e diet of the people of Ceylon. Dur­
ing th e war it was r ation ed! In I948 over 
63 ,000 hundred weight were exported to Cey-
THE CO
Ion , valued at 3,834,856 rupees. With a busi­
ness considerably in excess of this amount we 
can understand the need for postage stamps. 

The Sixth Regular Issue of 1956 

On April I] , 1956, the American Ambassa­
dor to Ceylon sent me a new issue of Mal­
divi an stamps, which h ad just been presented 
to him by the Sultan. These reached me on 
April 26, I956, and as far as I can discover 
they had not been reported to the philatelic 
press up to that time. The issue consists of 
eleven values: 2 I. purple, 3 I. dark green, 
5 I. reddish brown, 6 I. dark blue, IO I. emer­
ald green, 1 5 I. chocolate, 25 I. scarlet, 50 I. 
orange, 1 rupee emerald green , 5 rupees blue, 
and IO rupees reddish purple. (See Fig. I4) 

The 2 Ja res through the 50 Jares values 
measure 34;0 by I 8 mm. from the outside 
points of the fluted borders. The rupee val­
ues measure 350 by 22 mm. The !a res val­
ues show the entr ance to th e inner harbor at 
Male, with lighthouses on either side, a col­
orless block containing an Arabic inscrip­
tion a t the upper left and a c rescent enclos­
ing a star at the upper right . At the lower 
left corner is the value in English , and ac ross 
the bottom is M aldive I slands in old English 
upper and lower case letters, with the value­
in Arabic at the lower right co rner. 

The rupee values show th e wall of a fort­
ress with a flying fl ag at the lef t and th e Sul­
tan 's Palace, also fl ying a fl ag, at th e right.* 
Connecting the two is a wall with a covered 
entrance next to th e building. At the top 
center of the design is a colorless block with 
an Arabic inscription. At th e upper right 
hand corn er is a colorless r ect angle enclosing 
the value in English, and at the lowe r left 
han d co rn er is a simil a r r ectangle showing 
th e value in Arabic. Across th e bottom in a 
ribbon is Maldive I sland s in sans se rif block 
letters . All the st amps a re r ecess printed . 
The Ja res values a re perforated 13;0; th e 
rupee values are II ;0 by II. 

This issue was printed by Bradbury, Wil­
kinson & Co. in 1955. Each value was print­
ed in shee ts of IOO st amps, 2 panes of 50, and 
the stamps were delivered in panes of 50, 
presum ably 5 by ro. As this is being w rit-

* The Maldivian Rag is rectangul ar with a red 
bor<l er and a g reen center with a white crescent in it. 
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Fig . 15. A registered cover to Seabright, N. J. dated 1910. 
ten in July, 1956, the stamps have been re­
le ased a t the Male post office. In view of the 
fact that th e Maldives are not members of 
the Universal Postal Union , and that the 
stamps can only be used in the I slands and 
the Laccadive I slands according to our Am­
bassador, there is some question as to the 
need for th ese stamps in eleven different 
denominations. 

Howeve r, various commercial covers dated 
as late as 1956, addressed to India, carry 
Maldivian stamps of several issues. 

Official Enve lopes 

Lieut. Shelley sent me an official envelope, 
which he obtained in the Male post office. 
It me asures 9 by 4 inches and is buff. Print­
ed in bl ack across the top front is "On His 
Highness's Service" in upper and lower case 
letters w ith a black line under th em. At the 
lower left hand corner appears, also in black, 
From / GENERAL POST OFFICE / 
MALE ./ MALDIVE ISLA IDS. 

During the period of the Republic in 1953, 
a smaller official envelope measuring 6 by 
30 inches, with "On Maldivian Govt. Serv­
ice" in upper and lower case black letters, 
and with a line under this , was issued. Mr. 
John Field has a specimen of this envelope, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
hand stamped in purple at the lower left hand 
corner with The/ Maldive Government Rep­
resentative / COLOMBO. It carries the 
postmark of Colombo, dated 16 Jly 1953. 

Mr. Field also has a 6 by 30 inch official 
envelope, bea ring stamps of Ceylon, and post­
ma rked at Colombo on 5 August 1955, with 
"On His Highness's Service." in upper and 
lower case black letters with a black line 
underneath. This envelope was used by the 
Maldivian Government Representative in Co­
lombo. Another official envelope, the same 
as the one first described, is dated 22 VIII 
37 at the Maldive post office. It was ad­
dressed to San Francisco and carries 22 cents 
in postage of the 1933 issue. 

Maldivian Covers 

We have noted that the Governor of Cey­
lon decreed th at no more overprinted stamps 
should be issued , af ter the second printing 
was sold out by March 2, 1907. Then there 
was a regular Maldive issue in 1909. Figure 
3 shows a registered cover dated June l, 

1907. On the front it carries a 2c and two 5c 
overprinted stamps. This is an overprinted 
Maldives (in bl ack) registered cover with a 
pink JOc embossed Edward VII Ceylon Reg-
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Fig . l 6 . A cover to Maggona dated 1907 . 
istration envelope st amp on th e Rap of th e 
envelope. It is a "Thos. D e L a Ru e & Co. 
P atent," as printed und er th e Rap. The post­
age ·st amps on th e face of th e cove r carry th e 
M aldives postm ark, and on th e back of th e 
envelope are two ci rcul ar Colombo marks 
and a circular Y atiyantota postm ark, all in 
bl ack. The letter was addressed to Yatiyan­
tota, Ceylon . This patented registr ation en­
velope is listed by R obson L owe as R. P . I , 

und er M aldive I sland s, overprinted in bl ack 
on an R. P. 8 C eylon registered envelope. In 
the lower left hand co rn er of th e f ront of th e 
envelope is w ritten in ms F rom/ P.M ./ Mal­
dive I slands. In Gibb ons Wee kly of Sept. 12, 
1908, D. B. Armstrong notes th at the ove r­
printed issues of 1906 w ere sold out a t Male 
by M arch 2, 1907. But here are three of the 
stamps being used by th e P ostm as ter of the 
M aldives on June 6, 1907 . W e can only as­
sume th at although no more stamps we re sold 
to th e public after March 2nd , the post­
master still had some for hi s own use- as 
did oth ers wh o had pu rchased th e stamps 
previously. Or possibly Mr. Armstrong's 
note in Gibbons Wee kly was in error. 

W e show in F igure I 5 an interes ting regis-
350 THE COL
te red cove r da ted J anu ary 31, 1910, m th e 
Maldive postmark. It ca rries pairs of the 
2c, 3, 5c and roe stamps of th e 1909 D e L a 
Ru e eng raved issue. The letter is addressed 
to Seabright, N . J. and carries a purple regis­
te red postm ark of th at town, dated March 
17, 19 10. O n th e reve rse are a bl ack circle 
Colombo regis tered ma rk, a purple double cir­
cl e Seabright registered mark, a red double 
oval New Yo rk registry mark, a doubl e oval 
bl ack R egistry Division, N. Y. m ark, and a 
double ci rcle red Station New York regis­
tered mark, the lette r having been fo rwarded 
fro m Seabright to New Yo rk. Note th e 
squ a re boxed R mark on th e f ront of th e 
cove r , measuring 14 by 14 mm. The same 
hand stamp is still in use in th e Maldives and 
is shown in an a rt icle by Lieut. R onald G . 
Shelley, R .N. in J anu ary-February 1956 is­
sue of th e Stam p L over magazine. Lieut . 
Shell ey obtained an impression of this st amp, 
and of the regul ar Maldive I slands postm ark 
wh en in M ale in 1955. It is evid ent th at 
both of th e origin al hand stamps are still in 
use. 

In Figure 16 is a cover da ted Sept. 26, 
1907, carrying the 5c ove rprinted stamp of 
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Fig. 17 . Censored cover with 1909 issue dated 1943 . 
1906 which was reported sold out in March 
1907. On the reve rse is a Colombo post­
mark dated Oct. 1, 1907, and a doubl e circle 
Maggona postmark dated Oct. I, 1907. It 
is evident that th e ove rprinted iss ue was still 
valid af ter it had been so ld at Male, and 
that th e Governor's decree that no more 
stamps of Ceylon should be ove rprinted for 
use in the Maldives did not prevent ex isting 
ove rprinted stamps being used for postage. 

It is interesting, however, to note th a t the 
Ceylon 5c Scott No. I 97 , shown in the table 
of Ceylon stamps wi thout overprint, does not 
ca rry the overp rint . It is unfortunate th at 
the da te on this Maldive postm a rk cann ot be 
re ad. This, of course, is th e sa me issue of 
Ceylon that was ove rprinted , and shows th at 
after th e Governor's decree the st amps of 
Ceylon without ove rprint were valid in th e 
Maldives. 

We now face another minor mys tery. The 
table of Ceylon stamps ca rrying Maldive 
postm a rks shows th at such stamps were used 
as late as 1940. Howeve r , in 1909 there was 
a regular issue of defi nitive Maldive stamps. 
In Figure 15 we see this issue used on a 
cover in 19 10. In 1933 th ere was another 
issue of Maldive stamps, photogravured by 
H arrison & Sons. In Figure 17 w e see a 
3c and 5c of this issue used on the reverse of 
a censored cove r dated Nov. 29, 1943. On 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
the front of thi s cover is written "L etter in 
Gujarati," as a guid e to the censor. I have 
the I 933 issue used on a cover dated June 
28, 1938. But in the t able we see that 
Ceylon stamps were used in th e Maldives as 
late as 1940. I also have a block of the 1933 
issue used on December 7, 1955. Both the 
1950 and 1953 issues were avail able at the 
Male post office on th at date, and we can 
only surmise th at Lieut. Shelley used the 
1933 stamps on this cove r for philatelic rea­
sons. It might be of interest to note th at I 
have a used block of the 5c of the first over­
printed issue of 1906 with a Maldive post­
mark dated O ctober 29, 1931, and a used 
block of th e IOc of th e 1909 iss ue postm arked 
in th e Maldives on J anu ary I 6, 1922. It may 
be becoming clearer why I find th e Maldive 
I slands a rather absorbing study! 

Robson L owe says, in regard to the 1906 
ove rprinted issue: "After two sm all print­
ings had been mad e a decree was issued for­
bidding further printings as th e demands for 
st amps appeared mainly for th e purpose of 
filling philatelic requ irements." I might add 
that I have a 2c, 3c, and 5c of the 1909 (De 
L a Rue) issue, cancelled in Male on June 
25, 1910, with th e original gum intac t, which 
leads one to believe that the Maldivian postal 
authorities were not above giving the Gover­
nor of Ceylon some grounds for his sus­
picions ! 
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Fig. 18. (Top ) A genuine; (Below) a counter­
feit overprint of the 1906 issue . 

Counterfei ts 

There have been counterfeits of th e ove r­
print on the 1906 issue. Robson Lowe, in 
his Encyclopedia, says: " It is usual to find at 
least one forged overprint in a complete set 
of this issue. " I can unh appily confirm this 
st atement, as I have neve r bought a set of 
these stamps without one co unterfeited over­
print-usually on the 3c. 

In Figure 18 are shown the genuine and a 
counterfeit overprint. You will note that the 
genuine overprint can be recognized by the 
thinner left leg of the "M," while this counter­
feit has a heavier left leg and the top of the 
" M" is not as sharp and clean as it should be. 
So far as I know thi s issue is the only one 
subject to counterfeiting. 

When the overprinted iss ue appeared-or 
shortly thereafter-the quantities of the fir st 
overprinting were known to the British phila­
telic press. You will remember that only 
600 copies of the 3 cent stamp were issued 
in the first printing. I suspect that the rea­
son one find s more counterfeit overprints on 
352 THE COL
this value is because th e forger decided that 
600 stamps would make his nefa rious be­
h avior more profitable, and presumably it 
was, at leas t until th e second printing of 3000 
more 3 cent stamp s appea re·d. As a total of 
only 1200 st amps each of th e 15 cent and 25 
cent were ove rprinted, it would be wise to 
examine these w ith a skeptical eye for count­
erfe it ove rprints. 

Use of Stamps on Fore ign Mai l 

In spite of many commercially used covers 
addressed to Ceylon and India, the Maldive 
I slands a re not members of the U niversal 
P os tal U nion. The Director of th e U nion 
writes me under date of April 9 , 1956: " I 
regret to tell yo u th e Maldive I sland s are 
one of th e only te rrito ries of th e wo rld not 
included in th e U nive rsal P ost al U nion." 

In yea rs gone by, w hen Ceylon was part 
of th e British Empire, and th e Maldives we re 
a Protectora te of Ceylon and ad ministered 
by th e British High Commissioner in Ceylon, 
Maldive postage st amps were obviously hon­
ored by members of th e Universal P ostal 
Union, as shown by seve ral of th e covers il­
lu str ated . Unfortunately the Director of the 
Union , in reply to my recent inquiry as to 
this matter, writes: " I am not in a position 
to furni sh you the information of a philatelic 
nature which you wish to obtain on this 
subj ect. " 

The American Ambassador to Ceylon has 
recently informed me that Maldivian st amps 
are acceptable for postage in the L accadive 
I sland s, as well as th e Maldives, at th e pres­
ent time , but it is his understanding th at they 
a re not good elsewhere, including Ceylon. 
However, covers known to me, dated in 1956 
show th at the st amps of th e Maldives are 
valid for postage to Indi a. 

A cove r is shown in Figure 19 ca rrying the 
ove rprinted stamps of 1906, w hich was mailed 
from Male, but the st amps a re cancelled with 
the Colombo Regi stration postm ark, and the 
cover bea rs the boxed R of Colombo, measur­
ing 13 0 by 13 0 mm. There are no Mal­
divi an postal markings on either the front or 
the back of this cover. Messrs E. G. Adam­
aly had an office in Male, as well as in Co­
lombo, and this letter is addressed to their 
Colombo office " Post Bag, o. A 20." I 
show in Figure 20 another cover of this 
company with the same address mailed from 
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Fig. 19. Post Bag No . A 20 cover cancelled at Colombo. 
Male, on which th e st amps we re cancelled 
with th e Mald ive I slands postmark alone. 
The cover in Fig. 19 apparently did not go 
through th e Male post office, although in th e 
lower lef t hand co rner is w ritten "From/ 
E. G. Adamaly & Co I Maldive I slands," 
and Maldivian stamps we re used for its car­
riage. This company could apparently send 
mail by special bag directly to Ceylon with­
out first placing it in th e post office at Male. 

Postal Rates 

It has been a great temptat ion to ignore th e 
problem of postal r ates of th e Maldives due 
to th e seemingly impossible difficulty of ob­
taining accurate information abou t th em. R e­
quests to th e Maldivian Gove rnment for 
facts about th e rates have met with sil ence. 
The complete lack of cooper ation on the part 
of th e post office employees which Lieut. 
Shelley met with when he visited Male, indi­
cates th at students of Maldivian postal mat­
ters w ill have to rely on such ev id ence as can 
be obtained by studying as many covers as 
possible. Fortunately Mr. M. H. Robert­
shaw of Sheffield, England, has a large num­
ber of cove rs mailed from the Maldives in 
recent years, and he is making these avail­
able to me. Mr. John F. Field of Califor­
ma and Mr. Millard H. Mack of Ohio, also 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
have a number of earlier cove rs, and these, 
together wi th oth ers in my possession, have 
afford ed some background mate ri al on which 
to base a few fac ts. 

Covers dated 1907, bearing th e overprinted 
issue of 1906, show that th e ra te fo r ordinary 
letters (as opposed to registered mai l ) from 
th e Maldives to both Ceylon and Indi a, was 
5 cents. Further evidence of this rate is the 
fac t the overpr inted stamped envelope and the 
letter ca rd both carried the 5 cent st amp. A 
cove r from Male to Colombo dated D ecem­
ber 1906, carried 10 cents postage, but this 
apparently was a double rate letter. 

A registered cover dated 1907 bea rs 12 

cents in st amps of th e overprinted issue on 
the front and on th e back is the overprinted 
pink registery envelope stamp of 10 cent val­
ue. This cove r was mail ed from Male to 
Colombo. The total postage on it is 22 cents. 
Another registered cove r dated 1907, from 
Male to Colombo, carries 16 cents in st amps 
of th e overprinted issue. The only explana­
tion of these two seemingly unusual r ates 
th a t I can think of is th at the first lette r was 
double we ight and the singl e rate was 6 cents, 
w hich would account for 12 of the 22 cents 
on the cove r , the remaining IO cents being 
for registration. Then the second cover, with 
16 cents would have been a single weight let-
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te r at 6 cents, plus JO cents fo r registr ation. 
I realize tha t the r a te fo r ordin ary mail at 
this time was 5 cents; but I in vite you to g ive 
a bette r expl anation of th e 22 and 16 cent 
r ates on th ese two contempora ry covers ! Just 
to add spice to th e problem. M r. M ill a rd 
Mack h as a cove r da ted D ec. 12, 1906 ca rry­
ing a 17 cent rate. 

Figure 15 shows a registered cove r from 
M ale to Seabright, N. J . dated 19JO. It car­
ries 40 cents post age of th e 1909 issue. A l­
though all th e st amps of th e issue a re rep re­
sented, I do not beli eve th at this is a phila­
telic cove r. So we m ay assume th at th e r ate 
for a registe red letter from Male to th e 
U nited States in 1910 was 40 cents. 

The next cover th a t I h ave been able to 
find dated between 19 10 and 1949 is one from 
M ale to India dated 1943. It is shown in 
F igure 17 and carri es 8 cents post age of th e 
1933 issue. I also h ave a cover fr om Male 
to Ind ia da ted 1944 ca rrying an 8 cent r ate. 
You wi ll notice late r th at in 1951 and 1952 
seve ral letters from Male to Indi a ca rried 8 
!a res in post age. D oes th is indicate th at a t 
one time th e r ate was 8 Ja res? (o r cents). 
This might account fo r th e mys te rious 8 Ja res 
w hich w ill be mentioned late r. In any event, 
th e application of r ates a t th e Male post 
office often appea rs to have been loosely 
regul ated . 

If yo u w ill refer to th e l is t of Ceylonese 
stamps (w ithout ove rpr int ) mentioned ea rli ­
e r , you w ill see th at th e preponde rance of 
them w ere th e 6 cent valu e, and th at th e 
o thers could have r ead ily been used to m ake 
up a 6 cent r ate. These stamps we re used 
between 1927 and 1940. In th e absence of 
covers dated between r907 and 1943 we can 
only specul ate as to r ates and mu st fa ll back 
on circumstanti al evidence. 

The 1909 issue did not contain a 6 cent 
s t amp, and it is probable th at th e 5 cent r ate 
still obtained. ( By th e way, the ra te to Cey­
lon and to Indi a appea rs to have always been 
the same. ) The 1933 issue did contain a 
6 cent value, and th e number of 3 and 6 cent 
values in th e Ceylonese st amps li sted above, 
might well indicate th at a 6 cent r ate was in 
force fo r some yea rs, and th at by or before 
1943 the r ate was increased to 8 cents ( See 
Figure I 7. Sometime befo re 1949 th e r a te 
was increased to I O Ja res (J a res and cents 
being of th e same postal value ) . 
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In furth er suppor t of th e possibi lity th at 
by 1933 the regul a r r a te of post age increased 
from 5c to 6c, is the fac t th at G ibbons lists 
th e 5c value as being wo rth more th an th e 
6c. This pres um ably means th at th e re we re 
more 6c stamps used and th ey a re the refo re 
more plentiful. Scott , howeve r , lists th e 6c 
at tw ice the value of the 5c; but I imagine 
th a t G ibbons h as had mo re experience w ith 
th e sale of th e issue, and th at th eir prices re­
fl ec t actu al values more rel iably. 

Wh at I believe to be th e largest collec­
t ion of mode rn Maldivian covers belongs to 
Mr. M. H . R obertshaw. H e has been kind 
enough to list h is cove rs, all of which were 
mailed fro m Male to Mo rvi, District of 
Saur ashtr a, Indi a. Without exception . they 
we re all used commercially, and th us prov ide 
an excellent guide to post al ra tes dur ing the 
pe riod of th eir use. E ighty- three individual 
cove rs have been lis ted , and anoth er group, 
all ca rrying th e same amount of post age, h ave 
been added. Space forbids an individu al list­
ing of the covers, but ce rtain definite con­
clusions m ay be reached from them. 

In 1949 the r ate for regul a r lette rs was 10 
Ja res, and an air mail letter ca rr ies 25 Ja res. 
In 1950, 30 cove rs bea r th e ro Ja res r ate. 
In 195 1 one cover has two 6 Ja res st amps, 
probably because th e send er did not h ave th e 
necessa ry JO I. or two 5 I. st amps on h and; 
bu t 16 cove rs bea r th e regul a r JO I. date. 
Str angely enough three covers in 195 l bear 
8 I. and on two of th ese had been w ritten 
" by air mail" which was l at er e r ased. Why 
th ese came th rough w ith th is ra te is a mys­
te ry. 

In 1952 three covers bear th e 10 I. r ate, 
one bea rs 13 I. (a JO I. plus a 3 I. ), and three 
more bea r th e mys te rious 8 I. ra te. These 
cove rs a re all dated during th e first pa rt of 
th e yea r. In O ctober , 1952, three cove rs bea r 
20 I. , another bea rs 30 I. and still another 
25 I. It is evident, howeve r, th at the ra te of 
JO I. was r aised to 20 I. around th e midd le of 
1952. This is fu rth er borne out by th e fac t 
th at in 1953 nine cove rs bea r th e 20 I. r ate , 
although two more cove rs bea r 25 I. 

In 1954, 1955, and 1956 another la rge 
g roup of cove rs carry th e 20 I. r ate. In 
1954 two registered cove rs ca rry 50 I. w hich 
es t ablishes th e ra te for this cl ass of mail. 
In 1955 two covers bear 30 I. and provide 
another mys te ry, w hile a third cover ca rries 
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M ALD IVES ISLA N DS 
Messrs. E. 0. ADAMAL.V &. Co., 

POST _BAO, No. A 20, 

COLOMBO, 

CE Y·L 0 N. 

Fig. 20 . Post Bay No. A 20 cover cance lled at Male . 
21 I. From the st amps on th is cover it 
woul d seem th at th e sender did not h ave 
st amps on hand to make the 20 I. r ate, and 
ove rpa id 1 !a res. 

M r. Robertshaw sums up th e matte r thus: 
for some time previous to O ctober, 1952, th e 
r ate fo r o rdin ary letters was IO Ja res, but 
by O ctober of that yea r th e r ate was ra ised 
to 20 !a res. The r ate fo r r egistered letters 
is now 50 Ja res. U nex pl a ined a re th e 8 
!ares rate of 195 1 / 52; th e 25 Jares r at e of 
I952, and th e 30 Ja res r ate of I955 · ( I would 
add th at in I949 th e r ate fo r air mail was 
25 Ja res, and th e I952 cove r bearing 25 Ja res 
may have been an air m ail lette r, alth ough 
not so marked . ) T he fo u r cove rs of 1955 
bea ring 30 Ja res, and th e three 1951 and 

M ailed at Maze 
I4. XII. 1954 
I!. V . 1955 
22. V I. 1955 
I4. V II . I955 
24. IX . I955 

20. x. 1954 

R eceiver/ at Va nkaner 

3 J an 1955 
31 May 1955 
I July 1955 

23 July 1955 
4 O ct. I955 

av. 1954 

Anoth er point to be noted in connect ion 
w ith th ese cove rs is th at Ja res and cents a re 
of equivalent value fo r post al purposes. The 
time in t ransit va ried from ten days to three 
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three I952 covers w ith 8 !ares a re st ill puz­
zles. I sugges t th at in view of Lieut. Shel­
ley's expe rience a t the M ale P ost Office in 
I95S, one might suspect th at the post al cle rks. 
a re not unduly meticul ous in the car ry ing out 
of th eir duties and thi s might expl ain th e 
" puzzles." 

An inte res ting group of cove rs in my col­
lection confi rms th at in 1954 and I955 th e 
post al r ate fro m Male to India was 20 Ja res. 
These covers w ere all addressed to Van­
kaner, Saur ashtr a, Indi a, and ca rry th e post­
ma rk of th a t pl ace, as well as th e regular 
Maldive I sland s pos tm ark. Four d iffe rent 
issues of M aldivian st amps are on th e cove rs, 
and as th ey we re all commercially used , th e 
valid ity of th ese issues is es t abli shed. 

Pos tage stam ps used 
2 I. , 3 I. and I S I. of 1952 iss ue 
two IO cent of 1909 issue 
two IO I. of 1950 issue 
two IO cent of 1933 issue 
two 6 I. of 1950 issue, two 3 I. of I950 issue, 

one 2 cent of 1933 issue 
one I S I. of I9SO issue and one S I. of 1952 

issue 

weeks. These a re unregistered letters and 
th ere is no indication th at th ey were sent by 
air m ail. They are all addressed " Vi a 
Bombay." 
NO. VI 355 



MALDIVES ISLANDS 
When we see iss ues from 1909 to 1952 be­
ing used on legitimate commercially used 
cove rs in 1955, we can ha rdly be bl amed for 
suspectin g th a t th e Maldives have at times 
ordered more quantities of certain st amps 
than th ey had need for. The wonder is th at 
s tamps of the 1909 issue should still be in 
good condition, as to gum, h av ing been in a 
tropical country th at is " more sea th an land" 
for almost half a century. 

Mr. Millard H. Mack of Cincinnati has 
kindly sent me a list of the covers in hi s col­
lection. The earliest, dated O ctober 3, 1906, 
is addressed to Colombo and ca rr ies two 2c 
stamps of the 1906 iss ue. As the post of­
fice had been open for barely a month , this 
rate was obviously in error due to inexperi­
ence. Five other covers dated 1906 to 19IO 
from M ale to Colombo all carry the 5 cent 
r a te, as does a cover dated 1907 addressed to 
India. One registered cover in 1907 carries 
the 25 cent rate. 

Of particul a r interest is a cover dated July 
27 , 1946, from Male to J amnagar, India, 
with a 3 and a 5 cent stamp of the 1933 is­
sue. This indicates th at the rate of 8 cents 
was in force in 1946, and I have a cover 
dated 1943 carrying a rate of 8 !ares, which 
seems to confirm this rate. 

In Mr. Field 's collection is a censored 
cover from Male to Whittier, California, 
bearing a IOc and a 15c st .. mp of the 1933 
issue. The letter was from the Postmaster 
General of the Maldives, who certainly 
should have known the correct rate for the 
cover. Another group of covers in this col­
lection was addressed to a well known de aler 
in England, and the selection of the stamps 
on them indicate that they were "philatelic" 
covers, and thus not reliable indications of 
postal rates. 

A brief summary of the probable postal 
r ates is suggested as follows: originally the 
rate was 5 cents; sometime around the middle 
of 1933 the rate was 6 cents; there was an 
8 !ares rate for a while; then the rate was 
definitely IO !ares until about O ctober 1952 
when the rate was raised to 20 !ares, which 
appears to be the rate a t present. All of 
these rates apply to letters between Male 
and Ceylon and India. Overseas rates be­
yond these two countries a re extremely con­
fused by the miscellaneous "philatelic" covers 
which the Maldivian Post Office appears to 
THE CO
have been willing to pass in an effort to cater 
to philatelists and stamp dealers. 

The commerce of the Maldives has been 
la rgely confined to Ceylon , with a lesse r 
amount to India, and the great bulk of legiti­
mate commercial mai l has been with th ese 
two countries. I have never seen a cove r 
add ressed to any oth er country that was not 
open to susp icion of being " phil atelic." That, 
of course, does not mean that legitimate com­
mercial cove rs to other countries do not 
exist. 

After this manuscript was delivered to th e 
Editor, I received a very interes ting com­
munication from Ceylon in rega rd to th e 
postal ra tes. Mr. Douglas M. Cochran, of 
the American Embassy staff, was kind enough 
to devote some of his free time to an investi-· 
gation in " th e dingy recesses of the P ost 
Office" in Colombo. H e received from th e 
Postm as ter General of Ceylon a table of 
postal rates from Ceylon to Male from 1906· 
to date. "Acco rding to th e Superintendent of 
M ails, Ceylon and Maldive postal r ates are 
understood to have been equivalent between 
1908 [1906?] and 1947, when Ceylon 
achieved ind ependence . From 1947 forward, 
th e Superintendent is of the opinion th at th e 
r ates have remain ed more or less equivalent. " 
In a cove ring letter the Postmaster General 
says, among other things: "There is no Mon­
ey Order or Postal Order Service with 
Male." 

Due to lack of space I shall only list the 
first cl ass letter r a tes and registration rates 
from the t able. P erhaps in a later issue it 
may be possible to reproduce the entire table 
of r ates for various classes of postage. From 
1906 to 1919 first class rate was 5 cts. for 
every ounce. From 1919 to 1926 it was 
6 cts. for every 4 ounces. From 1926 to 1930 
it was 5 cts. for every 2 ounces. From 1930 
to 1942 the r ate was 6 cts. for every 2 ounces. 
In 1942 the r a te was 6 cts. for the fir st ounce 
and 3 cts. for each additional ounce. In 1949 
it was 5 cts. for every 0 ounce, and in l95J 
the rate was 6 cts. for every ounce. Re­
member, these rates were those of Ceylon to 
the Maldives, and not necessarily those of the 
Maldives to Ceylon, although that is indi­
cated. 

The Registration Rate from Ceylon to the 
Maldives was IOcts. in 1906. In 1919 this 
was raised to 15 cts. and that r ate was m 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. VI 



MALDIVES ISLANDS 
force until 1949 when the rate was raised to 
20 cts. In 1953 the r a te was made 25 cts. 

In view of the fact that the rates of ex­
change between Ceylonese and Maldivian 
currency may have changed from time to time 
it is doubtful if the above rates are identical 
with rates from Male to Ceylon and India. 
I suggest that my studies of the available 
covers mentioned in this article may be use­
ful in a final determination of Maldivian 
rates. 

Addu Atoll Field Post Office 

I recently dined with several high ranking 
British Naval Officers and, of course, asked 
them whether they had ever visited the Mal­
dive Islands. Three of them said they had 
been to Addu Atoll during the late World 
War. At the time I was somewhat sur­
prised at this , but in looking through Mr. 
John Field's collection I discovered two cov­
ers carrying a circular F. P. 0. No. I 50 post­
mark. There was also a copy of a letter ad­
dressed to the U. S. Army Attache in New 
Delhi, from the Chief of the General Staff in 
New Delhi, stating that "Field Post Office 
150 was functioning in the Maldive Isl ands 
at Addu Atoll during Feb 1943 to June 1945." 
Mr. Field notes that Addu was Prime Minis­
ter Churchill's secret base in the Indi an 
Ocean during World War II, and that " the 
harbor can accommodate the entire Briti sh 
Fleet." 

Collectors of Maldivian postal material 
can therefore add covers bearing this F. P. 0. 
No. 150 postmark to their collections-if they 
can find them. The postmark is a double 
circle, measures 32 mm. in diameter, and has 
a wide band running across it in which No. 
150 and the date appear. In the upper seg­
ment of the double ci rcle appear the letters 
F. P. 0. Between the circle above and be­
low the broad band are seven small perpen­
dicular lines. The width of the transverse 
band is 16 mm. The colo r is black. (See 
Fig. 21) 

Some Final Notes on The Maldives 

The Maldivians are a separate people, with 
a language and a literature of th eir own. 
They have much in common with the Sinha­
lese of Ceylon and evidence some influence of 
Moorish and Arabian navigators, who at 
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Fig. 21 . F. P. 0 . postmark of Addu Atoll. 

one time and another visited the islands. 
Originally the first settlers embraced Buddh­
ism, but it was not long before they became 
Muslims, which they are to this day. 

The oldest form of Maldivian writing is 
the "Evala Akuru." It resembles mediaeval 
Sinhalese very closely. This developed into 
"Dives Akuru" which, like the former is 
written from right to left. The present day 
"Tana" is based on Arabic and Persian script, 
and has been in use since the seventeenth cen­
tury. On the stamps of the Maldives the 
insc riptions are in Arabic and English. The 
Ceylonese feel that the Maldivians are cou­
sins, although a separate people, and it is 
undoubtedly true that the first settlers in the 
islands came from Lanka, another name for 
Ceylon . 

The highest rank the Sultan can bestow is 
that of "Kilegefanu." Only six nobles may 
hold this rank at any one time. The degrees 
of the rank are: Rannabaderi Kilegefanu , 
Dhorimeina Kilegefanu , Famuladeri Kilege­
fanu, Farana Kilegefanu , and Mafat Kilege­
fanu. I mention these ranks of ~obility as 
they sometimes appear after th e name of the 
le ade rs of th e Maldives, and confuse the 
foreigner unaquainted with them. There are 
also six o rders th a t can be bestowed. In 
order of the rank they are : The Distin­
gu ished Order of the Qasi ( N .Q.I.V.), The 
Dist in gu ished Order of I zzuddi n (N .I.I.V.) , 
The Ibrahimi Order (N.I.V.), The Majidi 
Order ( .M.V), and two military orders, 
Military Gold Medal (A.M.I.V.) and Mili­
tary Silver Medal (A.M.V.) These letters 
often appear after the names of well known 
citizens. 

So that is my sto ry of the 2000 Enchanted 
I sles and th eir postage stamps, as I know 
it today. 
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INDIA 
The Postage Stamps of Jasdan 

By H . D . S. HAVERB ECK 
The Feudato ry Sta te of J asdan is situated 
in th e K athi awar P eninsul a. It comprises an 
area of 283 squ a re miles, containing 62 vil­
lages w ith a tot al popul ation of approxim ate­
ly 30,000 people. The annu al r evenue is ap­
prox im ately 290,000 Ru pees, out of w hich a 
tribute of 10,660 Rupees is paid annu ally to 
th e British Gove rnment, B aroda and Jun a­
ga rh . The State maintains an a rmy of 341 
men. 

O n March 15, 1942, th e State in augur ated 
its own postal syst em. A postage st amp of 
th e denomin ation of I ann a was pl aced on 
sale on th e same date. The design can be 
seen f rom th e illustration . The full face of 
th e sun shows the cas te mark of th e Brahmin , 
and is sur round ed by insc ript ions in G uj r ati 
charac te rs. The upper part of the inscription 
reads " R ajsath an J asdan" meaning " K ing­
dom of J asdan"; th e lowe r half " D arba ri 
T appa!" meaning Gove rnment P ost . The de­
nomin ation, One Ann a, appea rs in E nglish in 
th e top panel with th e fig ures of value in 
co rner boxes, w hile at th e bottom, simil a rly 
a rranged, it appears in G ujr ati characters. 

The st amps , which come in shades of g reen 
color , were printed by typography in small 
sheets of both four or eight st amps, bound 
into bookl ets conta ining 200 st amps. U p to 
M arch, 1944, th e total number printed 
amounted to 13,000. T he printing was done 
by Mess rs L . V. lndap and Co. of Bombay. 

Careful stu dy of these stamps indicates 
th at th ere we re three printings of th e shee ts 
of four and two printings of th e sheets of 
eigh t. Se para te groups of cl iches we re used 
fo r th e sheets of eight . All of th e cl iches 
we re prepa red fro m one mas ter d ie. T he dis­
t inguishing features of th e different print­
ings a re fou nd in th e spacing of th e cl iches 
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Sheet of four stamps from the third printi ng. 

on th e pl ate and in th e colo r of th e st amps. 
T he re la tive pos itions of th e va rious cl iches 
do not appear to have been changed between 
th e printings. 

The dist inguishing marks of th e cl iches rn 
the pl ate of fo ur subjects a re as fo llows: 

No. I The Sun 's r ay at 6 o'clock and th e 
one to th e right a re joined at th eir 
bases. 

No. 2 T here are two small colo red dashes 
diagonally under the upper left box, 
one of which breaks th e outer w hite 
circle. The re is a similar dash to 
th e r ight of the Sun 's r ay at 3 
o'clock. 

No. 3 No constant fl aws have been ob­
se rved . 

No. 4 Th ere is a white fl aw across th e 
fi r st ch a rac te r of th e lowe r in scrip­
tion read ing fro m left to r ight. 
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Sheet of eight stamps from the first print ing . 
Two gauges of perforation were used on 
th e sheets of four, ioY, and 8Y, . There a re 
always two vertical lines of perforation and 
one horizontal. 

The change to a sheet of eight st amps 
took place ea rly in 19+4. The distinguish­
ing marks of th e cliches in the new plate a re 
as follows: 

No. I There is a small notch in th e ou ter 
edge of th e top frame line 2 mm. 
from th e upper left corne r. 

No. 2 There are two notches in the outer 
lef t frame line about 1 o mm. from 
th e upper lef t co rner. 

No. 3 There is a dent in th e right frame 
line beginning about Y, mm. above 
th e lowe r right co rn er. 

No. 4 There is a small break in the lowe r 
frame line +Y, mm. from th e left 
co rn er and a notch in the same line 
8Y, mm. from th e left co rner. 

No. 5 The top frame line is decidedly 
thinner ove r the word "ANNA" . 

No. 6 T he inner line of th e three lines of 
shad in g a t th e left sid e of the Sun's 
face is ve ry short. The center line 
of the same sh ad in g is broken. 
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No. 7 There is a spot of color on the 
Sun's face a t 9 o'clock. 

No. 8 There is a dent in the outer edge 
of the top fr ame line between "A" 
and the first "N" of "A NNA". 

The stamps 
all around. 
and 9 y,( . 

in th ese sheets were perforated 
Again two gauges were used, 10 

There are, in addition to these constant 
fl aws which distinguish th e variou s positions 
in the second plate, ce rta in flaw s which ap­
pea r only on th ese eight cliches. These may 
be used to differentiate single stamps from 
the plates of four and th e pl ates of eight. 
They a re: 

A . A white line in th e outer colo red frame 
line at the top 4Y, mm. from the upper 
right come r. 

B. A small colo red sp ur on the ou tsid e of 
th e right hand frame line at 3 o'clock. 

C. A small colored dot in the ray of the 
sta r at the left. This occurs in the 
ray positioned at 7 o'clock. 

The following tabl e can be used as a guide 
to th e va rious printings: 
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jASDAN --C OLLECTORS CLU B 
Printing No. of stamps P er/ oration Sir. e of sheet Color 
I. 2X2 10Y, 45 x 55 mm deep myrtle green 
2. 2X2 10Y, 49 x 58Y, mm bluish green 
3. 2 X2 SY, 450 x 55 mm yellow green 
4. 2x4 IO 96x 56 mm grass green 
5. 2x4 9~ 100 x 56 mm bluish green 

Not e: The measurements given for the size of the sheet take into consideration the 
spacing of the stamps. They are measured from the left hand side of the first stamp 
to the right hand side of the last stamp and from the top frame line to the bottom frame 
line. 

Post offices were located in the towns of J asdan, Vinchhia and in ten villages. 

Check List 
I. I anna deep myrtle green, bluish 

yellow green 
a. sheet of four , perf. 10Y, 
b. sheet of four, perf. 8Y, 

2. 1 ann a grass green , bluish green (N) 
green, a. sheet of 8 perf. 10 (8N) 

(N) b. sheet of 8 perf. 9~ (16N) 
(4N) Not e : Used stamps are scarce. Covers are 
(8N) decidedly rare. 
The Collectors Club 
22 East 35th St .. New York 16, N. Y. 
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FRENCH LEVANT 
1855 Jaffa Cancellation 

By PAUL STEIN 
In THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 

Volume XXXIII , No. 5, September 1954, 
there was an article French Levant, by 
E. Tolkowsky. 

On page 242 there is shown-- in- Fig.- IO, 

Type III of the Jaffa cancellation, and men­
tioned on the same page that the earliest 
known date is July 22nd , I856. 

I have in my collection a letter, dated July 
9th , 1855, with the postmark of the follow­
ing day, backstamped in Marseille on July 
22nd , I 855. 

Also of great interest is the subject, with 
which the following letter deals: 

Messrs. 
Pastre brothers, 
M arseilles. 

"Jaffa , July 9th, I855 

"I have received your honorable letter of 
June 20th las t, in mail satchel o. 8, which 
according to your wishes I have forwarded 
to Mr. Botta. 
(Illustration On
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" If I am not mistaken, it is more than 
likely that this will be the last time, Gentle­
men, th at I will have the pleasure of writing 
you, unless future events put me in a posi­
tion to be again useful or agreeahle to you. 

"You will have learnt before we did of 
Mr. Botia 's being named to the position of 
General Consul at Tripoli of Barbarie; this 
event has caused us all the most vivid pain, 
for he was not only a Chief, but a father 
and a friend that we had in Palestine; and, 
as he regrets to leave a position that he has 
occupied with such distinction and for so 
long, we still have some hope-small it is 
true-that upon his arrival in Paris, for 
which he will leave tomorrow morning, it 
might somehow happen that he will be re­
turned to us .... It would be a day of great 
joy for all Frenchmen of Palestine. 

" Please, accept, Gentlemen, my devoted 
and sincere salutations, 

J. PHILIBERT" 
 Page 362.) 
PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Over the years, the COLLECTORS CLUB has published numerous 
Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
sold out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at prices 
far above their original selling price. 

A complete list of all our Handbooks still available can be obtained 
free of charge by writing to the Executive Secretary, 2 2 East 3 5 Street, 
New York 16, N. Y. A recent check showed that the supply of some is 
dwindling fast, and they will be out of stock soon, not to be reprinted. 
Better order now what you wish. 
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,BOOK REVIEWS 
M aroc, P os ies F rancaises . By E xelmans and 
0. de P omye rs. Amiens, France, Sept. 1948, 
Ed itions Y ver t & Tellie r. P aper , 225 pp., 
price not given. 

Review of a book more th an eight year s 
af ter the date of its publication is quite ex­
cep tional. The j ustification is th at this out­
st anding specialized study of F rench Moroc­
can stamps has in no sense been superseded 
in the inte rvening yea rs and indeed is not 
likely to become outd ated for a long time to 
come. Why this book has fail ed to receive 
th e a ttention it dese rves is difficult to under­
stand, unless perh aps one assumes th at copies 
did not become avail able in this country un­
til long af ter it first appea red ; norm ally the 
phil atelic press r eviews only newly published 
wo rks. This is only a guess, how ever. Wh at­
ever th e r eason, th e book ce rtainly h as been 
unjustly neglected, and it is no more th an 
right to attempt to make some restitution. 

"Maroc, P os tes F r ancaises" is a mono­
graph w hich embodies considerable origin al 
resea rch, not a priced cat alogue. It discusses 
in g reat deta il th e precurso rs and all of th e 
stamps issued prior to the Allied landings in 
No rth Africa in Novembe r , 1942, w ith the 
exception of th e 191 7 pa rcel post st amps and 
w ith th e addition of some postwar post age 
du e st amps ( up to about 1946) , plus a sec­
tion on essays and proofs. While its appeal 
will undoubtedly be g reates t to th e specialist , 
thi s book cannot fa il to be of value to anyone 
at all inte res ted in th e phil ately of F rench 
Mo rocco. 

T he attempt is m ade to includ e in fo rm a­
tion not only about eve ry known variety, but 
about eve ry identi fiab le printing w here a 
st amp was in production ove r a period of 
yea rs. L avish use is made of descriptions of 
differences in shades , pape rs, gums, color of 
surcharges, even shape of millesime numbers 
in succeed ing decades, all w ith th e aim of 
making th e discuss ion as complete as pos­
sible. Jn this connection the seventeen-p age 
analysis of th e many printings of th e 1917-
26 eight-value post age due se ri es has to be 
seen to be believed. 
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The impression is in escapable that the 
authors' fir st-h and knowl edge of all phases of 
F rench Moroccan philately is unmatched any­
w here. Jn th ose in st ances w here they do not 
have in their own collections, or h ave not 
seen, a pa rticula r va riety th ey specifically so 
st ate, but such inst ances are comp aratively 
few. T heir studies have enabled them to 
co rrect several errors included in the l as t 
( I938) edition of " the Yvert & T ellier 
Specialized Catalogue for France and Colo­
nies," and to report a number of varieties not 
listed elsewhere. 

R eaders w ill find of g re at value the w arn­
ings, wh ere needed, about faked surch arges, 
un auth orized printings made from the origi­
nal pl ates, made-to-ord er cancellations and 
also th e hints about the exi stence of di s­
tinctive cha rac teristics helpful in recognizing 
auth entic va rieties . Likewise helpful a re the 
brief but adequ a te desc riptions of methods of 
st amp production ( typography, engraving and 
photogravure), of the va rious plate l ayouts 
and sheet ma rkings, of th e different kinds of 
pape rs used, and of th e various types of es­
says and proofs. The information about and 
listing of va rieties of the photogr avure is­
sues, particul a rly of th e first airmail issue, 
should prove an eye-opener to most collectors, 
indicating as th ey do the definite possibility 
of pl ating every one of the stamps. 

An entirely convincing case is presented 
showing w hy two issues, long li sted as legiti­
mate, ought to be stricken from the ca ta­
logues. The authors label the 1903 " P. P ." 
ove rprints ( Scott 's Nos. 24-25) a strictly 
specul ative local issue, w ith out justification 
on th e bas is of legitimate post al need. The 
" first" 1914 R ed Cross semi-postal ( Scott's 

1 o. B I) is branded a ph antasy, prepared in 
a manner analogous to th at said to h ave been 
used to produce th e many va rieties of No. 
B3, i.e., by pe rsons who gained access for a 
few hours to the printshop in R abat w here 
th e norm al Red Cross st amps we re being pro­
duced, the o riginal surcharge plate being used 
to turn out all of th e va rieties. Whether the 
va rious cata logue edi to rs a re any more likely 
to pay attention to th e a rguments presented 
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than th ey generally do to the g reat mass of 
published res ults of ph ila tel ic resea rch is most 
unl ikely, however, to say the leas t. 

O ne ra th e r surp ris ing overs ight has been 
noted by this rev iewe r: the re is no discus­
sion of th e plate re touches of the 1917 en­
graved iss ue. Even though th ey a re aware 
th at retouching took place (see p. 212) th e 
auth ors st ate th at th ey kn ow of no constant 
printing va rie ty on any denomination in this 
issue (p. 82). O n th e basis of informa tion 
uncove red in th e co urse of his own unpub­
lished resea rches, this reviewer kn ows how 
ve ry in adequ ate th e discuss ion .of th e i 91 7 en­
g raved issue actu ally is. 

One might w ish th a t di ag rams had been 
includ ed to show th e var ious types of sheet 
markings, particul a rly of th e photogravure 
issues, to w hich r efe rence is made in th e 
tex t . Al so, photographs of at leas t one or 
two of th e well defin ed parti al doubl e trans­
fe rs to be fo und on severa l of th e engraved 
st amps would have been helpful. Their in­
clusion would probably h ave spur red col­
lector s to hunt fo r simil a r va rieties, w hich 
no doubt still remain unreported. 

Only a very few er ro rs in proofreading 
have been noted. One in pa rticul a r m ay be 
mentioned here : on page 45 a va riety D is 
indicated as being located in position No. 49 ; 
on page 46 (line 2) the position appea rs as 

o. 99. ( Ch arles Ne ido rf) 

Th e D enmark 2 Rigsbank Sk illing 1851-1852, 
D esc riptions of the 200 cliches, By S. Gron­
lund . Copenhagen, 1956. 

The subj ect of this painst aking monograph 
is th e small blue st amp issued by D enm a rk 
about one month later th an th e 4 RB S b rown. 
It describes and illustrates all the cliches used 
by Ferslew and Thiele in its two printings. 

The 2 RBS is by no means a common 
stamp, less th an a half million h aving been 
th e tota l issued. How it was possibl e fo r th e 
author to h ave procured or to h ave had ac­
cess to enough st amps fo r his research and 
photog raphy is h a rd to unde rstand, ye t he 
says th at it t ook him only about two yea rs. 

There a re excellent line cuts of the ten 
types and of th e t wo hundred cliches, each 
illustra tion uni fo rmly enl a rged a trifle more 
th an two and one-half times. The fo ur 
burelage types a re also illustra ted. 
T H E CO
U nder each cu t is fou nd th e plate number, 
th e posit ion numbe r and that of th e type. 
Th is info rm at ion is fo llowed by a minutely 
de ta iled desc ript ion of th e sometimes micro­
scopic fl aws fo und on th e stamp, and, when 
it is remembered th at th e size of th e st amp 
is less than twenty millimeter s squa re, fi nd­
ing all the fl aws could not have been easy. 
The descrip tive mat ter is ve ry concise and 
clear but is en tire ly in Danish. No E nglish 
supplement has been included as is quite of­
ten issued w ith Danish philatelic litera tu re, 
and wou ld be difficult to work out much of 
th e text aided merely by a dic tionary-par­
t icul a rly as the re does not seem to be a good 
D anish-Engli sh one avai lable. 

The a rdent plater, howeve r, would not 
have difficulty in ass igning hi s st amps to their 
proper place by comparison wi th th e cu ts, but 
he would have to remember th at, as th e 
auth or po ints out , the re a re three types of 
fl aws to conside r : ( 1) Innate fl aws in th e en­
graving o r th e cl iches. ( 2 ) Faults sust ained 
during th e printin gs. T hese, nat u rally, would 
not be on all th e st amps but would be recur­
rent on many. (3) Accumul a ted fa ults. 
Dis rega rding the two latte r catego ries, 
enough of th e primary fl aws still visible 
w ould furni sh th e id entification. 

The book is in a h ard-glazed paper cover 
printed in two colors, and the sixty-four 
pages of tex t and illust ra tions a re ve ry clea r­
ly printed on a fin e qu ality paper. If you 
do have one or more of these r ath er elu sive 
2 RB S st amps you would be sure to fi nd this 
excellent book of both interes t and value. 
( Paul Carlton) 

Th e S pringbok H alf- P enn y. By Go rdon 
W a rd , M .D., F . R . P. S. L . L ondon, 1956, 
46 pp., paper. H . E. Wingfield & Co. 5s, 
pl us post age. 

Dr. W ard's a rticles as a se ri al in " the 
St rand Stamp J ou rn al" have here been as­
sembled into a coherent book, w ith emenda 
tions at some points ar ising from add itional 
information. The result is a comprehensive 
specialized study of th is haypny stamp which 
was in use, in its many va ri ants, fro m 1926 
to 1954. Not merely th e regul a r adh esives 
in shee ts, but th e single-color co il st amps, the 
post al sta tionery and th e booklets, a re all 
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treated. Excellent diagrams of jubilee lines, 
shee t layouts and roto cylinder plans, to­
gether with fine prac ticable illustrations of 
the varieties, are assembled in the rea r por­
tion of th e book. 

Dr. Ward 's study is a rranged primarily ac­
co rding to the "set s" of plates or rotogra­
vure cylinders which were used. H e divides 
th ese into six groups, each definitely delimited 
by special circumstances or methods of use 
in stamp production. 

Dr. Ward's preliminary st a tement of th e 
terminology must, of course, be ca refully r ead 
in order to use the book intelligently. 

This reviewer fou nd only one difficulty in 
using the book . It is sometimes quite a task 
to place some interesting specimen acco rding 
to Dr. W ard 's treatment, short of going 
through th e relev ant section of group, pl ate 
or cylind er set by set. Thus, it took some 
littl e time to locate the conspicuous " two 
Afrikaans stamps togeth er" coil variety. 

The plating keys and charts a re adequ ate, 
free of confusion. 

In fact, the only real qu alm one may have 
is whether this trea tment may be beyond th e 
needs or desires of most collectors' interests 
in th e 1926-54 pictorials of the Beloved 
Country for which one mu st indeed c ry. 
(S. G. R. ) 

Th e Flight of Alcock & Brown 14- r5 lun e 
r 9 r 9 by Graham Wallace. Publi shed by 
Putn am , 42 Great Russell St ., London, E ng­
land. 312 pp. C loth bound. Illustra ted. 
Price 18/ - . 

Most every coll ecto r , interested in either 
air mail o r Newfo undl and stamps, will be 
g ra tef ul to th e C lub Library for purchasing 
this book th at was published thi s yea r. It is 
a fas t moving account of the fa mou s first 
Trans-Atl antic fli ght , w hich gives a philat­
elist a vivid background to th e well-known 
Newfo undland 1919 air post issues-"The 
Hawker", "The Martinsyde" and th e $1 on 
15c, th e specific stamp iss ued for the Alcock­
Brown flight. 

Consequently, any one collecting th ese 
•Iewfoundl and air mai ls w ill h ave a f-·· 
rrea te r app reciation and underst anding: ' · 
th ese items afte r he reads this exciting book. 
One finds only a few pass ing references to 
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stamps, but th e author devotes much atten­
tion to th e mail th at Alcock and Brown car­
ri ed on their fa mous fli gh t. Stamp collecting 
becomes so much more enjoyable af ter one 
lea rns th e sto ries behind th e st amps. H ere 
is a book th at offers this. (H. M. G.) 

Th e P os tmarks of Great Britain & Ireland, 
Part Jl by R. C. Alcock and F. E . Holl and. 
Published by R. C. Alcock, Ltd., I I Regent 
Street, Cheltenh am, England. Price unknown. 

To und erstan·d what this booklet of sixty­
four pages attempts to encompass in its sub­
ject field one must know the original work 
publi shed in 1940 and its fifteen supplements, 
w hich have been issued to keep apace with 
the discoveries being made almost continu­
ously of new postmarks, or in the extension 
of kn own ma rks in time of use, color of ink 
o r scope of purpose. The original "Alcock 
and Holl and ", as it is more familiarly and 
reve rently known, was divided into three 
main P a rts for a total of seventeen Sections. 
In P a rt II or what would be more correct 
Volume II th e publi shers have consolidated 
all th e data pertaining to Part I in the origi­
nal work, th a t have appea red as discovered 
and reported in the eight individu ally pub­
lished Supplements and the seven scattered 
Supplements of va rying size which have ap­
peared periodically in "The Philatelic Ad­
viser". 

Part I in the original dealt with th e post­
marks prior to the introduction of General 
P enny Postage and the continu ation of the 
use of ce rtain classes of th ese postma rks to 
abou t 1857. The Super Supplement issued 
thi s yea r cove rs th e sa me group. 

Whil e th e appea rance of this Supplement­
consolid a tion fulfills a very definite need , it 
be ing quite a t ask in itself to acq uire a com­
plete set of th e Supplements, it w ill leave 
many Great Brita in and Irel and Postmark 
stud ents and collecto rs sorely disappointed. 
For in truth what is needed is not this dis­
till ate of data to suppl ement th e original, but 
a complete re-issue of "The Postmarks of 
Great Britai n and Ireland." P a rt II ( Part I 
in th e original ) and the two promised addi­
tions cover P a rts II and III of th e original 
a re ind eed welcome for they will reduce to a 
minimum th e now necessary cross refe rencing 
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of th e postma rks from the Supplements to the 
original. Beca use of this there are more in­
terline ar notes in my "Alcock and Holland" 
th an usually found in the lazy student's 
C icero. 

The publishers hope th a t P a rt II is suffi­
ciently autonomou s to st and independent of 
th e o riginal represents a bit of wishful think­
ing. Postpon ement of th e index until the 
las t of th e proposed three parts is pub­
lished provides th e collector with a little of 
thi s wishfu l thinking. 

The typog raphy and th e line illustr ations, 
th e qu ality of th e pape r and, most important , 
th e qu al ity of content a re all of th e high 
st and ard so typical of th e House of Alcock. 
This rev iewe r is not in complete agreement 
w ith th e deduction s of Mr. J. V. Preston , 
w ho has supplied th e information for the r e­
writing of th e U npaid Dublin Mermaids . 
Figure 554 ( no reference to th e Mermaids 
dimensions) has been seen as late as r814 
and on an entire originating in Scotland for 
delivery in Dublin. A few other Irish ex­
tensions of use by da te or in color, which a re 
in neither th e original nor this work, were 
noted. Among th e latter is th e Dublin scroll 
Cha rity Lette r marking (orig. Fig. 886) in 
red. These, however, are minor and th e 
work suffe rs nothing from their omission. It 
is not necessa ry to write th at every collector 
and stud ent of Briti sh P ostm a rks should ob­
t a in a copy, th e mere announcement by the 
House of Alcock th a t it has been published 
establishes th a t necess ity. It is impossible 
to intelligently collect postmarks on philatelic 
clairvoyance alone, th e facts too are neces­
sary. (Malco lm G. O'Reilly) 

Channel Islands - France Mail 
1683- 1939, by Willi am Newport. 
20 pp. paper, J an. r956. 

Services, 
London , 
SCHEDULED 

December

The Program will be pres
telic Foundation. 

December 

Colombia . Jacob S. Glase r.

Program for 1957 To B

THE COLL
Th e Date-S tamps and Other Cancellations 
of ] erse_v and Gu ernsey 1830-1956. By 0. W . 
Newport and 0 . J. Simpson . L ondon, 20 pp., 
paper, mid-1 956. 

Both to be h ad at 75c each from C hann el 
I sland s Specialists' Society, 122 W oodyates 
Road , L ondon, S. E. 12, England. 

These two handbook pamphlets are proper­
ly to be reviewed together, so the ea rlier 
was held until th e later one cou ld arrive. 
It is our understanding th at at least two 
more wi ll appea r, to for m sections, it is pre­
sum ed, of a comprehensive Channel I sland s 
handboo k. 

Th e first of th ese, on the C hann el I slands 
se rvices to F ranee, a ttr ac ts attention because 
of th e accura te detail cove rage of this little­
known se rvice. Substantially eve ry postmark 
involved is pictured , actu al size. Fo r th e 
stud ent of Movable Box services, the section 
on thi s feature is pa rticu la rly usefu l, giving 
as it does th e essenti al features to be t aken 
into acco unt in und erst anding any such se rv­
ice. The list of British stamps w ith French 
cancell ations, a ri sing; from this service, and 
French st amps cancelled on th e Channel 
I sland s or w ith th e Movable Box ma rks, is 
one of th e valu able features. Th e final 
"Gu id e to Values" section is also most il­
lumin ating as a market report. 

The second book, J ersey and Guernsey 
postmarks, is one of th e most compl etely 
competent postmark studi es th at this reviewer 
has yet seen. Anyone attempting simil a r pub­
lication, w hether for an office in th e U. S. or 
a small coun try in th e antipodes, wou ld be 
well advised to sec ure a copy as his model 
for procedure . 

It is hard to review th ese little productions 
adequate ly without seeming to "rave," be­
cause th ey are really done exactly right. 
(S. G. R. ) 
MEETINGS 

 5th 

ented by The Phila­

19th 

 

e Announced Shortly 
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THE CLU1BHOUSE 
D evasya CCP Medal Presentation 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST medal 
for the best article published in 1954 was 
awarded to the co-authors of the Trava11-
core-Cochi11 series. This magazine described 
and illustrated an important ceremony that 
took place in our clubhouse on November 16, 
1955 (see Vol. 35 pp . 25-6). As known , one 
of the authors was Frank M. Cowen of Nor­
walk , Conn. The oth er was ]. D evasya of 
Travancore, India. 

The Republic of India deemed this phi la­
telic honor to one of its citizens so signifi­
cant that it de lega ted its Consu l-General in 
New York, The Hon. L. R. S. Singh, to per­
sonally v1s1t here to receive upon Mr. 
Devasya's behalf hi s CCP medal. This cere­
mony turned out to be one of the most his­
torical in th e 60-year histo ry of our Club, 
and was widely reported by the press. 

It was later learned that th e matter did 
not end here. The Government of Indi a 
forwarded Mr. Devasya 's medal to India , 
but this w as not turned over to him through 
the mails or in any other ordinary manner. 

On August I , 1956, The Hon. A. K. Dutt, 
Government of India , Information Services, 

' ew York , N . Y. , wrote us : 

Fig . 1. Mr. J. Devasya receiving the COL­
LECTORS CLUB PH ILATELI ST medal in 
Travancore , India from the District Col lector 
of Quilon at a special ceremony. 
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Fig. 2 . Mr. J. Devasya holding the CCP medal 
and the Di str ict Collec to r. 

" I have pleasure in forwa rding to you some 
photographs t aken on th e occasion of the 
presentation of th e philatelic award to Mr. 
J. Devasya at a fitting ceremony organized 
by the State Government of Travancore-Co­
chin . The occasion was wide ly reported in 
local newspapers. We th ough t you may like 
to make use of th ese photographs as you 
see fit." 

Illustrated here are two of the photographs 
of thi s ceremony. 

The Libra ry Committee reports th e acqui­
si ti on of the fo llowing: 

Tw elfth Am erican Philatelic Congress B ook , 
edi ted by W. R . McCoy. An American 
Phil ate lic Congress publication. 

Thirt eenth Am erica11 Philat elic Congress 
Book , edi ted by W. R. McCoy. An 
A merican Philatelic Congiress publica­
tion. 

S ev e11teenth American Philat elic Congress 
Boak, ed ited by J ere. Hess Barr. An 
American Phil atelic Congress publica­
tion. 

Phil atelic Literature. Contributed by Mr. 
Sol Whitman. 
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Hodson' s Postal History Th ematic Catalogue. 
M. Hodson , Edinburgh , Scotland. 

Unit ed States Postage Stamps, 1945-1952, by 
Sol G lass. Bureau Issues Association , 
Inc. , West Somerville, Mass. 

Th e Romanov T ercentenary Issu e by Dr. 
Gregory B. Salisbury. Reprint from The 
Journal of the British Society of Russian 
Phi lately. 

Greece, Lar.qe H ead of M ercury. Th e Varie­
ties of th e Plates of th e Postage Stamps, 
i861-1882, by N. Garas. Publi shed by 
the author, Athens, Greece. (English, 
Greek and French) 

A erial Proapganda L eaftets, compiled by John 
C. W. F ield , F. R . G . S. Francis J. 
Field , Ltd. , Sutton Coldfield , England. 

Slikov nica za Male Filt elist e. Filatelisticki 
Savez H rvatske, Zag reb. (Croatian) 

P en Klub lzdanje 1933, compiled by Velimir 
Ercegovic. Reprint from "Filatelija". 
(Croatian ) 

F ezzan Air Stamps by Sebastiao Amaral. 
Published by author, Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil. 

Philately from Australia, Vols. I-VII , 1949-
1955. 

Philippin e Journal of Philat ely , Vols. I-VII, 
Sept. 1948-Aug. 1955. 

Th e A ero Field, Vol. 19, 1955. 

Brasil Filat elico , Vol. XXII , 1955. 

Th e Holy Land Philat elist, Nos. 4-18, 1955-
56. 

Th e Journal of th e R ossica Society of Rus­
sian Philat ely , No. 46/ 47 , 1955. (English 
and Russian editions) 

Boletin C entrofil, Nos. 334-3.J-5 , 1955-56. 
Die Luftpost, Nos. 23-24, 1955-56. 
Kurz/ Briefmarkenlist e, No. l / 56. 
Mich el Nachtrag, Nos. r-5, 1956. 
Austria Philatelist . Odd issues. 
Jl!lexico Postal. Oct.-Nov. , 1955. 
Corr eo de! Orinoco , Nos. 1-5, 1955· 
D er Sammler Dienst , Dec. 1955-Mar. 1956. 
Boletim rlo Clube Filat elico de Portugal, Nos. 

50-56, 1955-56. 
La Philatelie Francais e, Nos. 42 , 43 , 1955. 
Danmark 2 Rigsbankskilling, 1851 og 1852 

by S. Gronlund. Publi shed by Iordisk 
Fil atelisti sk Tidsskrift, Copenh agen , 
Denmark. (Danish) . Gift of the Koben­
havns Philatelist Klub. 
368 THE CO
Topical Handbook No. 12. Published by the 
American Topical Association , Milwau­
kee, Wisconsin. 

Th e Post Offices of Southwest ern Indiana , 
compiled by N ea! J. Grave rt, Cl arence E. 
Kouts and Henry A. Meyer. Publi shed 
by the Evansville Stamp Club, Evans­
ville, Indiana. 

Stanley Gibbons' Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1957, P art I[. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
London, England . 

Wr ona D eutschland-Spezial Katalog 1957. 
Wrona, Berlin , W. 30, Germany. (Ger­
man). 

History of th e Unit ed Stal es i11 Postal Slogan 
Can cels by Moe Luff. Published by the 
author, l ew York , N. Y. 

Postal S erv ice i11 I celand, 1776- 195 r. Issued 
by the Post and Telegraph Administra­
tion of Iceland , Reykjavik, Iceland. 

lf/ embley and th e Posts by W. G. Stitt-Dib­
den . Published by the author, Wembley, 
England. 

Th e Postmarks of Great Britain and Ir eland, 
Part II, by R . C. Alcock and F. C. Hol­
land . Publisher, R. C. Alcock, Ltd., 
Cheltenham Spa, England. 

Th e Date-Stamps and Oth er Cancellations 
of J ersey and Gu erns ey, i830- 1956 by 
0. W. Newport and 0. J. Simpson. 
Publi shed by the Channel Islands Spe­
cialists' Society, London, England. 

Th e Springbok Half-P enny by Gordon 
W ard , M.D., F. R. P. S. L. Published 
by H. E . Wingfield & Co., London , Eng­
land. 

Postal Forgeries of Spain by Charles Jewell. 
Reprint from "Stamp Collecting", Lon­
don , England . 

D etroit and Algonac Steamboat Rural Free 
Delive ry S erv ice by Bramston Beach. 
Diamond Publishing Co. , D etroit, Mich. 

Th e Fli_qht of Alcock and Brow n, l4- T5 lun e 
1919 by Grah am Walker. Publi sher, 
Putnam, London , England. 

Speciale Catalogu s 1956, r ederl and. 1 eder-
landsche Vereeniging van Postzegelh an­
delaren , 's-Gravenhage, N eth erl ands. 
(Dutch) . 

Muller Katalog 1957: Schweiz , Liechten­
stein. Ernst Muller, Basel , Switzerland. 
(German) 

Album of "FIPEX" Photograph s. Gift of 
Mr. Adrien Boutrelle. 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
] aarverslag van het N ederlandse Postmuse­
um over 1955· N ederlandse Postmuse­
u m , 's-Gravenhage, Netherlands. 
(Dutch). 

r 45 Photographs of Selected Pieces from the 
Uruguay Collection of Mr. Robert Hoff­
man. Mounted in an Album. Gift of 
Mr. Robert Hoffman. 

A Glossary of Philat elic T erms, compiled by 
a Sub-Committee of the Phila'telic Con­
gress of Great Britain. Bl andford 
Press, London, England . Gift of Mr. 
Paul Carlton. 

Th e Endless W eh by Joan Evans. Publisher, 
Jon a th an Cape, London, England Gift 
of Mr. Albert H. Higgins. 

Stanley Gibbons' Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1957, Part I. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
London, England. 

Philatelic Literature. Gift of Mr. Adrien 
Boutrelle. 

N euer Ganzsachen-Katalog, I Lieferung: 
Europa, Albanien-Danemark. Edited 
and published by Berliner Ganzsachen­
Sammler-Verein, Berlin , Germany. 
(German). 

Locations and Assignments, U.S. Army Post 
0 !fices, W orlrl War II. Compiled by 
A. J. Tripp for the War Cover Club. 
Gift of Mr. Isadore Willinger. 

Specialise Ber ck: 15th Edition 1849-1957. 
Edouard Berck, Paris, France. (French) 

Bornholmske Poststem pler by R. King-Far­
low. Rep rinted from ordisk Filatel­
istisk Tidsskrift, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Gift of the author. (Danish). 

Flags on Stamps by Sophia Webb and Capt. 
M. F. Stern, A. R. I. B. A., F. R. G . S. 
Published by the American Topical As­
sociation , Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Scott's Standa1·d Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1957, Volume II. Scott Publication s, 
Inc., New York. 

At the Board of Governors meetings held 
in June and September, 1956, th e following 
new members were elected: 
4401 Thom as Anderson Matthews, Spring­

field, Ohio. Collects Airmails of the 
World. 

4402 Arthur Romerhaus, Evansville, Ind. 
4403 Lowell Cooper, N ewcast!e, Ind. Col­

lects introductory philatelic materi al. 
4404 Mrs. CeDora J. Hanus, Berwick, Pa. 

Collects U. S. 5c Jefferson's 1856-1867. 
4405 Henry W. Hill , Wayzata, Minn. Col­

lects U. S. 5c 1856-1860, Territorial 
covers. 

4406 Donald K. Knee , Gaspee Plateau, R. I., 
Collects 19th Century U. S., Stamp­
less Covers, R. I. Postal markings. 

4407 H arry Zifkin , Toronto, Canada. Col­
lects Israel. 

4408 Kenneth Rowe, Toronto, Canada. Col­
lects Austria. 

4409 Dr. Sheldon H. Goodman , San Rafael , 
Calif. Collects Western Covers. 

4410 Ike West, Jr. , Vanderbilt, Texas. Col­
lects United States, Germany and 
Canada. 

4411 Arthur Salm, Chicago, Ill. Collects 
Bergedorf, Bremen, Thurn & Taxis, 
Saar, German Colonies. 

4412 Richard E. Heller, M.D., Chicago, Ill. 
Collects Itali an Postal History, Disin­
fected mail, Early United States. 

4413 Paul C. Rohloff, C hicago, Ill. Collects 
United States, Jamaica. 

4414 Harriet L. Work, Long Island City, 
N. Y. Collects British Empire Book­
lets. 

4415 J an Bart, Belle Harbor, N. Y. Col­
lects United States, Israel. 

4416 Bernard Eisenberg, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
Collects British , French, Spanish and 
Italian Colonies. 

4417 C. Archer Stockbridge, Glen Ridge, 
N. J. Collects U. S. and foreign. 

4418 Charles Del Giudice, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Collects Italy. 

4419 Robert W . Yant, Canton , Ohio. Col­
lects United States , Germany. 

4420 Alex P. Watts, Allenhurst, N. J. Col­
lects Jamaica and Samoa. 

4421 Leo F. Goerth, Akron , Ohio. Collects 
French Colonies, Reply coupons, United 
States Registration seals. 

4422 Lewis K. Foster, Jr., Whittier, Calif. 
Collects 19th Century United States 
covers and cancellations. 

4423 George E. Schwanhausser, Buffalo, 
. Y. Collects United States. 

4424 Thomas W. Ward , Fallbrook, Calif. 
Collects Indi an Feudatory States. 

4425 G. L . Jepsen, West Newton , Mass. 
Collects Asi a. 

4425 Langdon H. Longwell , Elmhurst, Ill. 
Collects Mexico. 
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CoRRIENTES 
R. S. BOHN 

(Continued From P age 320.) 

came history, he was stricken with his illness 
from which he never recovered. 

Richard S. Bohn was a Fellow of Th e 
Royal Philatelic Society, London, a Trust ee 
of th e Philatelic Foundation, and a member 
of Th e Int erna tional Bo ard of fudges at 
To1·onto , Canada in 195r. 

H e was a long- time general collector , but 
specialized in air m ail st amps and Lincolni­
ana. President Abraham Lincoln was hi s 
hero, and " Dick" Bohn always felt a close 

personal bond to this grea t American. Dick 
was born and raised in Indi ana, which he 
believed was Lincoln's country. 

For a number of years he had served as. 
President of Preferred U tilit ies, Inc. , New 
York, N. Y., manu fac turers of industrial oi l 
burners. Mr. Bohn was one of the organ iz­
er s of the Oil Heat In stitution , and se rved 
some years as its presiding officer. H e 
graduated as an engineer from Purdue U ni­
versity. In recent yea rs, he h ad both his 
residence and factory in Connecticut. H e is. 
survived by a widow, a daughter, two sons 
and six g randchildren. 
CORRIENTES 
(Continued From P age 338.) 

giving evid ence of the fifth printing group, 
ye t we show a re-construction of a complete 

Table 9. 

Th e Fifth Printing Group 

Valu e Year 
1880 3 Ce ntavos 

PAPER AND GUM 

The paper used for all th e stamps of Cor­
rientes is commonly called "suga r paper". 
This type of paper is not found used by any 
other South American co untry at that time. 
One can accou nt for its use in Corrientes as 
comin g from a stock th at may have been used 
for wrappings on imported products, perhaps 
as far away as the Orient. 

Physically sugar paper is very thin and its 
fibers are very loosely woven, but it should 
be said, although th e paper is thin, it varies 
to a very thin transparent paper. Pin holes 
a re frequent on m any copies. In general, 
the paper is ve ry fragile and of poor quality. 
This paper comes in different colors. This 
se rves as an excellent means of id entifying 
the different issues . Under r ath er primitive 
conditions, no doubt it was more practical and 
economical to use different color papers th an 
different ink colors for th e various st amps 
needed. Furthermore printing inks we re 
probably difficult to obtain. Since all of the 
stamps of Corrientes were uniformly printed 

shee t in Fig. 100. This tete-beche pair ar­
r angement, th at does not fit into any of the 
other four printing groups, strongly indicates. 
the existence of a fifth. 

Color 
rose & mauve 

Setting 

4 

w ith bl ack ink, th e color id entification is done 
by the paper differences. 

Perhaps o~r theory abou t th e .use of sugar 
paper in different colors, the black printing 
ink and a single design may be wrong. With­
out ' any records or documentation, we can 
only fo llow a path of logical conj ecture. P os­
sibly some arch ives do ex ist to explain thi 
matte r. If they do, we would like th em 
ca lled to our a ttention. 

It was unfortun ate th at th e type of gum 
used eventu ally did g reat damage to th e 
st amps. A very thick, brown gum apparently 
was applied by hand to the stamps wi th a 
brush. Due no do ubt to the ingredients, 
w ithin a few years' time a chemical action 
ca uses severe discoloration of the paper. 
This can be noted especially on th e yellow 
and lil ac issues. This may explain why 
Moens referred to th e color of the yellow 
issues as a "d irty yellow". Possibly already­
as early as in Moens' time, th e gum already 
began to d iscolor th e paper causing him t <> 
mention such a shade . 

(END OF PART I ) 
370 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxv, NO. vr 



ae~9ifl-
FOR THE PHILA TELIST 

Regent Album 

A luxurious a lbum , bound in ri ch 

navy blu e fabrikoid with a rtisti c 

gold tooling on th e s p in e. Fifty 

superfi n e white card l eaves, s iz e lO 'i', 

in s. b y 9 %. in s., double lin e n-hinged, 

printed with soft grey qua drille 

sq u a r e s and protected w ith a tra ns­

pare nt in ter l eaf wh ic h obv iates all 

fr ic tion . Th e cover is fitt e d with a 

pat e nt b ind e r w hi ch s impli fi e s t h e 

in sertion a nd r e moval of s h ee ts. A 

n avy b lue fabrikoid c ove r e d s lip-in 

case protec ts th e a l bum w hic h is 

mod e r a t e ly pr iced at $11.75 in c lud­

in g p ostage and p acking. 

A ND POSTAL HISTORIA N 

Concertina Album 

T hi s o rigin a l a lbum hold s 80 to 160 

cover s, it can b e u sed r e p ea t edl y , is 

ex cell e nt for soc iety displ ays a nd 

n1 a k es a fin e p erm a n ent a lbun1 for 

t h e student. Th e a l bum adds g r eatly 

t o th e pl easure· of th e c ove r col­

lec tor who can accu mulate his study, 
1

a l ter .th e 0 1·der whe n h e wish es a nd 

t h us k eep any c ollec t io n att ract ive l y 

a r ran ged p e nding its p e rman e nt 

mountin g in an orthodox a lbum. 

Th e pri ce is reaso n a bl e : $0.50 for 

o n t', $HI.SO for tln ·ee :m d $32.00 f or 

s ix - including postage a nd packing. 

A v ailable from II 
ROBSON LOWE LTD. 

50 Pall Mall, London , S. W. I 

please say that yo u saw this adverti se ment in 
!h e " Colleclors Club Pliilat elisJ". 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXV, NO
Sell Wisely 
Don' t rush when sel ling your collection or 

accumulat ion . Consult us when seeking an 
offer for your ho ldings . Remember t ha t 
we a re one of Ame rica ' s largest cash buy­
ers. Take advantage of ou r generous offers 
and immediate cash payments. No need 
to wait weeks or mon ths to realize on your 
stamps. Bring o r send them in for our 
prompt offer. You are certain to be pleased . 

If you r ho lding is of considerable 
we will t rave l anywhe re to view it . 
send us an adequa te desc ripti on. 

si ze 
Just 

Y-ou Can Benefit With 
OUR 168-PAGE CATALOGUE 

which includes all of your collecting 
needs under one cover. 

Lists and prices over 16,000 sets from 
1900 to date. This is the World ' s largest 
Catalog of Mint 20th Century sets. Special 
sections for Rotary , UN , FDR and UPU 
issues, Packets and Accessories. 

Sent on receipt of SOc to cover 

handling and ma iling costs. 

GENERAL ST AMP CO. 
L. TANKEL, Prop. 

100 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 
. V v 



Stamps for Sale ? ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU 

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF EST ATES have consulted us regarding the conversion of Philatelic 
Properties into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ... 
we can offer early dates and attractive terms. Expert supervision of all mater ial by an 
experienced Philatelic Auctioneer. Liberal advances pending sale. Comprehensive insurance 
and Holmes Electric Protection safeguards you r property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
distribution is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE ... 
successfully places Collections, Stocks and Rarities where this method is preferred . 

! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITINC . . . I 
for the outright purchase of suitable material regardless of amount. 

Our Advice , Backed by 30 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposal I 
Information Cheerfully Given I 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---'·=-~~ 

IRWIN HEIMAN~ INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36 , N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel.: JU 2-2393 

! 
·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~• 
The Royal Philatelic Society, London 
41 Devonshire Place, London W . 1, England 

List of Publications for Sale 

Addenda to the Supplement to Lord Crawford's Catalogue (Sir E. D. Bacon) 
Victo1·ia. Th e Butter fly Postmarks (J. R. W. Purves) 
Victoria. Th e second type of obliteration th e Barred Oval, 1851-56 (J. R. W. 

Purves) 
The Stamps of Turk ey (A. Passe r) 
N esbitt Stamped Envelopes of th e U.S. A. 
An Index to the Ferrari Sales Catalogu e 
Cumulative Index to th e London Philat elist-1892-1944 (R. King-F arlow) 
Photo-Engraving and Photo-Lithographic Processes (Ball and Yardley) 
The Postage Stamps of Great Britain, 1840-1853, Part I (J. B. Seymour) 

Do. Do. De luxe Edition 
Th e Postage Stamps of Great 131·itain , Part III. Th e Embossed Issu es. Th e 

Surface-Printed Issu es of Qu een Victoria and King Edward VII (K. M. 
Beaumont and H. C. V. Adams) 
Do. Do. De luxe Edi tion 

Th e Half-L engths of Victoria (J. R. W . Purves) 

£ 
PRICE 

s. d. 
2 6 
7 6 

5 0 
I IO 0 

5 0 
0 
0 

5 0 
0 0 

2 2 0 

0 0 
2 2 0 

I2 12 o* 
*(Postage extra) 

Payment may be made by International Money Order or a draft on The Westminster Bank, 
Ltd ., l 54 Harley St., London W . l . 

D eta il s of the date of pub lication of "The Stamps of Great Britain," Part II , 
will be published in due course. 
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Get the 1957 
Scott Catalogues 

Vol . II , Standard Catalogue 
(Europe , Asia , Africa ) .... $6.00 

Vol. I, Standard Catalogue 
(U. S., British Common­
wealth &. America; n 
Nations ) ... : ... ... .. .. .. ........ $5.00 

Combined Edition , Standard 
Catalogue (Vols . I & 11 
bound together ) ... ... ...... $9.50 

Scott 's U. S. Specialized 
Catalogue .. ............. ... ... . $3.50 

Order now from your dea ler. 

Enjoy your hobby more and collect intel- SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
ligently-use the la test ··Scott" 461 Eighth Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 
O N LY 

S A N ABRIA 

can give you a~ accurate 
and complete picture on 

AIR POST ST AMPS 

1957 Catalog $7.00 

or $8.00 per thumb index copy 

Be sure your na me is on our 
ma iling list and r eceive free 

supplements, first in J ANUARY 195 7 

N I C OLA§ SANABRIA C O ., I C. 
A . !Uedawnr, Pre8. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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ERRORS, VARIETIES 

& AIRMAILS 
For 30 years we ha ve bee n s pecia lizin g in all un­
usual items, Errors, Va rie ties, e tc .• rega rdless if 
th ey a re o r are not li s te d. 

Now we have o n ha nd a l'er y la rge selection of 
Airma ils, UP U, UN, FOR, Rotary, In verted Center s, 
Sports, Topica ls, Miniature a nd De Luxe Shee ts, 
Proofs, etc. 

\Ve ha ve odd ities a nd unus ua l items from man y 
differe nt countries, us: 

A byssinia, Alba nia , Belg ium. Brazil . Cana r y Isl a nds, Colombia, 

Cong o , Croa ti a, Czechos lovakia, Danz ig, Ecuador, E pilrus, 

Far East, Fram·e a nd Colonies, G reece, Geor gia , Donduras, 

I celand, Ifni , Iran , llaly a nd Colon ies, Jugoslavia, Latvia, 

Liberia , l..illm ania , Luxembourg, l\.fonaco, N icara gua , Panama, 

P a r ag ua y, Pola nd, lloma nia, llussia , Saar, Sa lvador, Scadla, 

S 1n1 i11 and Colo nies , Tang ie r , Tann a Touva, Urug uay, 

Venezuela . e t c. 

We will g ladl y make se lections for you and of 
course you have the right to r e turn any thing. 

Please ch eck whe re you o re es peciall y interes ted. 

D Ce ntro] Ame rica D Ame ri ca na 
D South A me ri ca D Booklets 
D Asia D Cove r s 
(] Afri ca D De Luxe Sheets 
D Europe D F.O.R. 
D Be lg ium D In verted Cen ter s 
D France & Colonies D Miniature Sh eets 
D Liberia D Proofs 
D Lithuania D Rotary 
D P o la nd D Sports 
D Russia D Topi ca ls 
D Spai n D U.N. 
D Airmai ls D U.P.U. 

D Items up lo S5. D Ite ms up to Sl5. 
D Items up lo S25. D It ems up lo ? 

Hc re re nces·---------------

Cit y ________________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

Name _______________ _ 

SELLING YOUR STAMPS? 
Offer them to us-Our records show dealings 
rang ing from sma ll coll ections to an accumul at ion 
of one of t he oldest U. S. A. dealers. Outright 
cas h purchase or if desired Au ction. GET MO RE 
for your stamps! 

\ Vrit e u s toda y 

S. Serebrakian 
15 Park Row New York 38, N. Y. 
Vil! THE COLL
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

I S R AE L 

PO LAN D 

TRI ES T E 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, 1\1 ' Y MORE INTERESTING 
ITEMS IN STOCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Collectors Club 

S. L. BA YER, Prop. 
. .. POSTAL STATIONER Y ... 
IF YOU ARE A SPECIALIST, you 
will probably find in our stocks of 
over one million pieces of stationery, 
something to interest you. 
Postal cards , envelopes, telegraph 
forms-in fact , just about anything 
in postal paper issued by the Post 
Offices of the World . 
DROP US A LINE, giving us a brief 
outline of your interests , and we will 
send you whatever we fee I wi II fit 
your particular field . 
IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO 
START COLLECTING this group, 
we can make you up a representative 
collection from any individual coun­
try or group you desire. 
THE POSTAL STATIONERY BUL­
LETIN is a new house organ we are 
introducing, and if you would care 
to see a copy, drop us a line. 

HIGGIN§ & GAGE, Inc. 
2 3 No. Santa Anit a, Pasadena, California 
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AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

British North 
Ameri~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Illustrated catalogs available a month before 
sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada 
Phone Empire 4-6003 . Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO
SPECIA LIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
o[ choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Jluction safes held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
Juliard's Classics 
De Luxe 
* 1957 * 

The only pricelist in its kind 
published in the US . 

A free copy will be mailed on request 
to all advanced collectors . 

A. S. JULIARD 
D ealers in ve ry fin e cla ssics 

Narberth, Penna. 
PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
(2500 to 3500 Lots each ) 

a11d 

MAIL SALES 
( 6000 to 7000 Lots each ) 

CONDUCTED MONTHLY 

Richly Illustrated Catalogs Free. 

Publish ers of 

Mercury §tamp Journal 
edit ed by EDWIN MUELLER 

Last Issue 25c, Older Sample Copy 1 Oc. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St.) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
'l'e l e11 h o11es !UUrrny Hill 2-7106 nnd 2.-69'76 
Cnble Address: !UERCS'l'AIUP NE"\VYORK 
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SELECTED OFFERINGS 
All the follow ing are offered on my thirteen current bulletins , an 

extensive variety of world-wide material. 

Argentina- # OSA nicel y used , ex Lee , w ith cert if icate ............... . $ 7.50 
# 0 23 nice used , ex Lee , with certificate . .. ... .. ............ 6 .25 

Brasil- # 77 unused OG ... .. .. .... .... ... ..... ........ ..... ........ ......... ... ..... ... 16.00 
Colombia- # 12 used , very f ine ....... ... ... .. ..... ... ...... ... ..... ............. .. .. 10.00 
Puerto Rico- # 65 / 65A in a hori z . pa ir, very fine OG ........ .. ..... ..... 15.00 
VADE-MECUM DU SPECIALISTE-EXPERT en Timbres-Post, Parts 

1-2 complete, very fine conditi on ...... ........ ..... ...... ..... ..... ........ . 45.00 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY, Vols . 1-1 9 , 1888- 1906 

inclusive, some bound , all need rebinding ........ ............. ......... .. 55 .00 
THE STAMf'.> SPECIALIST, 1939/40, the first four books ........ ... ... 15.00 
THE U. S. ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851 - 1857, Vols. 1-2 , Ashbrook 

1938. Ve ry fine condition .. .. .... ... ... ....... ............. ..... ..... .. ........ 40.00 
OFFICIAL PRECANCEL CATALOGUE, Hoover 1932-34, includes 

the scarce Part 2 .... .... ....... ... ... ........ ......... ... ... .. ...... ... ..... .. ...... .. 35.00 

RICHARD N . CONE 
606 West Liberty Street Vermilion, Ohio, U. S. A. 
FOR 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS BOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
x THE COLL
Boston . 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. K~elleher 
7 Waler Street, Boston 9, Mass. 
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THIS pair of the Canada 12-Pence 

Black on laid paper--one of the rarest 

items in Philately-has been placed in 

our hands for private sale. It has origi­

nal 1um and is from the lower ript 

corner of the sheet. It was formerly in 

the Alfreci F. Lichtenstein collection. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th St.), New York 36 
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I f 

: t1nhJ Aix AJwfJPin4 rimµ lo Clvti.MmaA : 
I (if you have stamps in mind) I 
I I 

: DECEMBER 3, 4, 5 : 
I Ist Session : I 
I n United States, including a specialized collection of 
I " Black Jacks" (96 lots ); 1875 reprints of the 1857-60 issue; I 
I 1867 crills ; 1869 1893 Columbians ; 20th Century, strong in I 
I Commemoratives; also Confederates, complete collections, etc. I 

I 2nd Session: I I ~ 
I Fine Specialised Collection of Israel. Forerunners; I 
I Palestine ; J. N. F. ; and definitive issues, notably 1948 First I 

I 
" Coins" set in Plate Number blocks of four ; Air Post ; Postage I 

I Dues ; Stationery. I 
I 3rd Session: I 
I The " Charles Booy" Collection of Netherlands and D 
• Colonies, includinc Air Post Covers. 1N 
I Ceneral Foreign, strong in British Commonwealth ; con- I 
I eluding with " Collections and Various". I 
I I I Fully Illustrated Catalogue gratis I 

: DECEMBER 17, 18, 19 : 
I Fine Ceneral Auction: Strong in United States and British Commonwealth f 
I also "Collections and Various". I 
I Fully Illus trated Catalogue gratis I 
I I 
I I I LAST CALL FOR BIDS ON AUCTIONS OF :- I 

I Nov. 26-United States 1869 I 
I I 
I Nov. 27-"Byron H. Handy" f 
I Confederates I 
I I 
I I 

: D. R. HARMER" In~. : 
I The "Caspary" Auctioneers I 
I 6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. f 
I I 
I PLAZA 7 - 446o I 
f NEW YORK • LONDON • SYDNEY I 
I I 
.... - Ill - - - .. - .. .. .. llllli - Olli 191 ~ ll!il ~ iQj ~ tili ll:iil li:!il t"jj - ~ \t'.il l:'.l ~ ltli lll 




