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The Krakow Issues 
by J . Gap ins ki and F. E. !W olosewick 

Anot her A rticle on P o la nd 's Fa m ous Nos . 41-60 

T YPE I - Overprinted Stamps cont'd 
Th e las t artic le on Krakow Jssues 

which appeared in the P0ILONCTS 
BULLETIN, Issu e # '2, September 1942 
was devoted exclusively to the d is­
cussion of the 3, 5, and 10 Heller 
s t amps. In that a r t icle, the limited 
postal uses of these stam,ps were dis ­
cussed ancl the cir cu m stances u nder 
w h ich gen uine pos '. ally used copies 
m ay he fou n d. 'l hat arti c le di scu s-sect 
a lso in som e detai l, "Cancel led to or­
der covers" wh ich u nder n o cincum­
stan ces could perform legitimate pns ­
tal service based on the establishecl 
p os ta l r ates of mat p :er iod. 

Th e present art ic le di,sc usses the 
remain der of the s tamps surchargecl 
for the most pa rt w ith Type 1. How ­
ever f r equ en t referen ce is made to 
t ypes of su rcharges other than T·y1,e 
I , namely T y:i;es 213, 2E, and t he forg­
ed Type 7. T he formati on s of the var­
ious types were discussed in an ear ­
lier ai"ticle on these stamr5,s (Iss . 2, 
9/412). A IJ rief rev :ew is a lso given in 
order to acquain t the r eaders with th e 
basic type and an expla nation of ho\v 
the other t ypes were developed trom 
it. 

Th e f irst type prepared fo r sur ­
charging was called T ype I. This type 
was so design ed tnat it could over: 

. print a complete sheet of 100 Au s­
t rian stam ps of t h e 25 x 30 mm size. 
Other A u stria n stam ps su ch as post­
age d ues a nd newspaper stamps, w i th 
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~c - _ .. , 
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dimen sions dif,fering rad iocal\y from 
th e standard postage s tamp s necess'i­
tated a n adjustment of the form or 
t h e overprint to fit th ese dimensions. 
Each adjustment of the form resulted 
in a new and a different set of con­
trolling dimensions. These various 
changes r esult ing from the adjust ­
ment of t h e form, produced th e- fol­
lowing types: 2A, 2B, 2C, 21D and 2.K 



;\arr thr completion or th e sur­
cl1argi ng o f all a a .la le .\ u , tr i;J.ll 
s t a: .. p , ·. hL t y1.c f J;·m wa , d i s. a rel ct. 
i, t un •, rtuna t c l y ne;e1· dc~tr0 1•cft. 
Pa1· t.s of th is ~ ~ p :? ~·orn1 we. e used :.o 
su c .1 :.rg- : a : 1. i t 01 a . copies ,., it. .ou t 
t h ~ . n _,•;Jed .. -c and t ile con ~en t o r t he 
po . ta] a . h , il'cs C,J.S >([ l CL l ' Lu 
[ollo,nng . or" eu tY . es are r e~o .. n izeu: 
·~ l [) eu :, , G, , S, ,, , i O an d 111. Each n ,. 
tl ics e; arLi ~s ty~.e--=> ·w 11 be discu 1:::;ed 

in tlv. i1· ;,ro_ ,er place in f u t .r e arti­
clus. 

T o co1: t ·n i, e the c'. iscu ssion of type 
1 surc:iar ~es, t h e l irst stamp to , ,, 
d 'scu .-,sed , iL Le th e (i H eller ct en0m­
ination . 'i. h i s stamp • i s sul' : l1arged m 
two tyr e cLlssificaticns. Type J, w hicl1 
i s th e basi c typ e. a nd a lso ' type 2E. 

Th e r easons for h a ving two types 
and for printing a par t of tho 6 H el­
l er stamps in Type 1 and th e rema ind­
er at a later date • in Type 2E have 
never been fu lly explained. Two theo­
ries a re advanced but n eith er a r c sul) ­
stan t ·ated by p csitive proof. One th e­
ory, in trying to exp lain this co lid i -
ti on , assumes, that many of the local 
p ostoffi ces were t ardy in th e r eturn 
of th e unsurcharged stamps to the 
main postoff ice in Kra kow. 1-Ience a 
g ood many of the above st amps were 
accumu lated , and 1·, cr c th erefore sur­
chat·ged at a later date. Th e more 
credible the,ry is that in order t o su p ­
ply the immediate demands o f th e 
l ocal posrto-ffices with low valued 
stamps a portion of the 6 Hel :er de­
n ominati on stamps on han<I a t th e 
M a in postoffice, were surcharged to 
fulfill these needs. And at a later c ate, 
th e r emainder w ere surcharged with 
type 2E. 

FIGURE I 
Exa, _tJy how many stamps were 

pri nted in Type I , and how m any in 
T)'Pe 2E i s impossibl e to determine 
a t the present time._ According to 
P r Jf cssor Mikstei n 's observat i ons the 
su !·charged stamps w ere about eq uall y 
divided L'etween th e tw o types. Our 
own stud'es an c1 ob,servation,s are in 
ag-reem ent w i th Professor Mikst e,in's 
concl usions. 

The var ieties in the 6 H el !er den om -
ination are found only in T ype .1. 
' , h e3e var .eties are the thin --~" in 
the word "POCZTA," the br oken ' 'A " 
in the word "POLSKA," and the 
"DOUBLE DOT" variety in place 0f 
the r hombu s on the 73rd stamp. These 
varieties ar e shown in Figure I. The 
exact number of stami+s issued in 

each type i s n o t known , Howe\·er, 
based on 1-'ro f e~sor Nl.i lcstein's obser­
\ a t ion, th e <tuantiti es issu ed in each 
t y pe are sh own i n Table L. 

TA.BLE I 

vVc ha1·c seen double an d inverted 
~u.c .. argccl s .a1, ps n t l1 .s denomtrn\ ­
t. 0 11 , but II h en ,n esc ,sLtrcharges were 
,;uu;iectccl t o dimens.on al anal ysis, it 
\vas fc-und t ha t tne sm·char ..; es w er e 
f or ;ed. Con sequentl y, i t is our opin­
ion, th er e a re no invened or douole 
surcharged vari eti es in the genuinel y 
issued cop i es. 

Th e 12 H eller d en omination 1s 
known to exist only in Type I. Dur­
ing h i .:; early investigations, 1.-' rof essur 
Mikstein thougl ,t tha t th is stamp was 
also printed in ty,pe 28. • Later obser­
vations did n ot su,bstantiat e his first 
assumption s because a con sider abl e 
number of 12 H eller stam ~s w er e dis­
covered whi ch were printed with tn e 
forged type 7. ::;,in~e the co mposition 
of the forged stamp s is similar to the 
supposed type 28, the obvious con­
clusion i s that the 12 Heller stamp 
was p ri n t ed with 2Fl. Actually how ­
ever on ly '.rype I was used t o sur­
charge this d enomination , 

T .,e known varieties in the 12 H el­
ler den omination are a s follo11s: 'l'he 
Thin "Z" in the word "POCZTA," the 
·n :., U BLE DOT" variety found on the 

·, .:rel s iamp and th e broken "A" in 
the word "POI,SKA." on the 30th 
stamp. In T ai.Jle I are sh own the ap­
p1 · ,xim atu number of' va rieties. These 
quantiti es are esL m a ,ecl, witl1 the lim ­
its as indica ;ed . All inverted, or double 
s " r charged var i eti es of this value are 
,vrg!'ries , and w er e printed in T y pe 7. 

. he n e:. t valu e is the 15 Hell et· 
stamp . This was th e t'irst stamp print­
Ld, a n d w as availa Jle f or postal duty 
throu ghout the City of Krakow on the 
11th or' J anuar y 1919. -

lt will be r ecalled, that in ou r first 
article on the Kral<ow i ssu es, that 
the da te of th e i,;suance of the edict, 
a uthor iz in g the overprinting of Aus­
tr an stamps w as given as the 12th 
of January . In oL h e,r words, these 
stamp ; wer-e a vai !able for postal ser­
, ce. LefLr e the edict was m ad e public. 
'~ his sh ould n o~ ap:1ea r stran ge or out 
of ;m ,: ith th e th en exi sting postal 
regulati.rns. Th e above mentioned ar­
t i cle also sLted that the p ostal au­
thorities, already in D ecember 1918, 
were laying p lan s f or just such con­
ditions should they arise. 

The 15 H eller stamp was printed 



TABL:Jn t 
s ~otts Denominatio n T otal 'rype of No . o ' No . o'Dbl. No. 1-roken See 
No. and c olor I s::·1 ··n S11; ::i h::u~.;·c 'T' :1 in ;, ;, ,, D ts 's Note,, 
41 3H, Violet 2. ~50 I. 240 ' 3 2 t 21 
42 5H, Light Gr. 2,050 I 21 0 20 - 211 21 A 
43 6H, Orange 28,300 I & 2E 1440 144 144 A 
44 l0H, Magenta 2,250 I 230 21-2•2 22 A 
45 12.H, Lgt. Blu e 15,640 I 156,4 156 156 A 
56 15H, Dull Rd. ·62 , 7 50 I 6•275 627 U nknown A 
57 20H , Dk. Green 5,340 I 534 111 5": A 
·16 40•H, Olive 22 ,3 90 I 2239 2 .3 223 B 
47 50H. Bl. Green 58,230 G823 5S2 Unknow n 
48 60H, D eep Blu e 67 ,02 0 I 67 00 670 U nknown C 
49 80H, Or. B1:own 74,190 T 7419 7 412 7 !2 C 
50 90H, R ed Violet 300 J 30 3 3 D 
51 !Kr, Car. Ye!. 49,360 I & 2B U nkn own U n ': n o\\' n Un known A 
Jl0 10 Kr. Ultram. 15 r 2 ='<one None E 
J12 50/42 H. Choe. 6,020 I 602 600 600 F 

Note "A"-There are no g enuin e copi es of inverted or doub lC' s urcharg :- s. 
"B"-Two to four sheets w ere prir, ted with inverted s urcharge. One sh ee t 

is known to exist with d oubl e surcharge. 
"C"-There are some sheets with inverted surcharge. There are no 

double surcharges. ~ 
"D"-There are no g enuine copie s of inverted or dou", le surc harges. Tho e 

found are printed in forged type 5. 
"E"- Two copies of thin " Z"s a r e known, and are fo und in th e 4th and 

5th positions. 
"F"-There are no genuine copies of inverted s urch arge. Th ere are gen­

uine copies of double s urcharge. 

onl y in Type I. The actual printing 
was di v id ed into two lots. In th e first 
printing, th e broken "A" on the ~0th 
stamp, and the damage t o the letter 
' ·P" o f "POCZTA," on the 73rd stamp 
containing the "double dot" instead uf 
th e rh ombus, does not app ear. Like ­
wise ,con sid e r a ble m inor vari eties, 
which developed in the course of late r 
printings a r e not found. 

After printing the first lot of the 15 
Heller stamps, all of th e 50, 60 a nd 
part of the 80 Heller denomination s 
were th en 1overprinted, Throu g hout 
th is period approximately 160,000 
st a mps w ere overprinted, before the 
secon d lo t of the 1J5 Heller was over­
p rinted. H ence when priAting of ti'ie 
second Jot was undertaken, the c har ­
acte ri s tic broken "A" was already 
present on the 30th stamp, so was th e 
damage t o the Jetter "P" of the word 
"POLSKA '' on the 73rd stamp. 

Throu gh out t he a•bove disc uss ion the 
writers h ave a ttempted to bring ou t 
ce,,ta in es,sen tial facts in regard t o 
th e localization of da m aged letters. 
Thus it is ve r y pro1bab·Je tha t in th e 
early printings, the da m aged "A" does 
n ot ap-pear on the :15; 50 a nd 60 Hel­
le r denominations. Such stamps pro-

vided th ey m eet the requirem e nts J t 

t he controlling dime:1sions a ncl h a ve 
the proper ink consis t en cy, mu s t l)e 
judged as genuine· stamps. 

The varietie.s in the 15 H elle r de­
nomination a r e as follow,;: The thin 
"Z" in the word "POCZTA," th e brok­
en "A" in th e \\'Ord "POLSKA" a n cl 
the "DO UBLE DOT" instead of the 
rhonrbus. Th e pro·b!lh le d is tri butiori •·1 

the above varieties are s h ow n in Ta­
ble I. 

There a r e n o genuine invert ed 0 r 

d.ouble surcharges in this valu e. Th ose 
fo und a r e printed in forged T ype 7. 

There is one interesting fo rged var­
ie ty in th e 15 Helle r denomina tion 
which indicates to what extent phila­
t e!i,2 forgers, will g iv e vent to their 
imagination. Thus th er e a r e a ·num­
ber of copies in existence where a 
forged inv erted surcharge was placecl 
over a norm al genuin e impress ion. Th e 
fo r ged impression was made in Type 
7. Of course s u ch a s t a mp must be 
clas~ed as a forgery. 

1Vhy not becom e a life m em,ber ·t 
Th e cost is only $25. Send to the Sec-. 
r e tary. 



The S,EVE,RN MEMORIAL THO­
PHY won bY the P OLONUS P I-'iTL A ­
'.rELIC SOCIE T Y for the best entry 
in the Chicag o Intre- Club d i vLsion at 
t h e recept Chicago Ph ilatelic Society's 
E xhibit hel d at th e H ot el J ,a Salle, 
_\fov. 2, 3, a nd 4th. 

"BEE BA" 
As cu stom had d ecreed , a noth er 

"BIDEBA," was held Friday evening , 
N ovem ber 23rd and will b e en tered· 
on t h e r ecord,s of the Society. Ordin­
a rily this, event is held du rin g Na­
t ion a l Philatelic W eek, bu t e;ven tho 
N ational :f'.hilat ~lic W eel{ was n ot h eld 
this year the Society held its a nnua l 
a rfair for ou r m embers and p h ilat el i·c 
frien ds. 

E ach succeedin g year gives to P o­
lonus a n opp or tu nity to welcome m or e 
a nd m ore of its m a n y fri ends to pa r­
t a ke of Polish h o.spi tality a nd this 

year was no exception. Many n ew fa c ­
es w ere ;;een as well as were· those o r 
vete ran "BEEHA" attenda nts. Ap ­
pr oximaL' lY 100 people wer e p1·esen t. 
R epresentatives of near ly ever y Phi l­
a te l ic organization in C h icago w er e 
seen . T o m en tion n a m es wou ld be li k e 
reading t he P hi late: ic "Who's Wh o ,t 
Ch icagolan d, suff c e it t o say-w e ot 
P o lonu s wer e v e1y h a p py t hey we1·e 
p resent, a nd w e s incer e ly 1101:e th ey 
will con tinue to com e to every J'o lon­
u s affa ir in the future. 

Th e on e person missed most at t h iS 
a ffair, was "Doc." Kozy, w h o was un ­
a voidably de ta ined at th e h ospita l 
(those w om en ) . "D oc" has a lways 
seen to it t hat th is r;art y above a ll 
m u s t b e a s ucces 2. In a cldil i : n to • D oc '• 
a lso m issed w ere Dave L idm a n , T on y 
R u sso, La :-ry E d mun sen, ,:;t a nl ey Ma ­
dro, F elix \Vala t ,' Ch u 21, V✓ rol) el an rt 
"Doc" f-:l uz ins k i. 

A sh or t rn,eetin g was h; ld a nd th en 
"On w ith th e feast '' wh ich consistecl 
as a lwa y s of Polish sau ~a ge, smoked 
a nd fresh, h errings in .rhine w ine, 
various assortment of cheese a n d 
br ead , p ic kles, p icl<ed mu s h r oom s , cot­
fee a nd cak e. 

As u s ua l th e success of ti: is : art r 
must be a t tributed t o Mr~. A nn N! ik­
uck i w h o was thi s yea r ably a 0 s is tect 
by M r s . A . Ryba r ski, J oh n B CJ l)O, A l<'X 
Con sten t ino a n d variou s ot hers from 
time t o time . Ou r ap pr eciati on t oo. :o 
a ll of the m embers for the ir g ratiou~ 
dona tion s. 

It is ou r }10pe th ~ t w h en the n ex t 
"BElE'BA"' r oll s around. all of our 
m emlber s wh o a re n ow in Servi ce wi ll 
be hom e a nd Oh Boy! Wh a t a "'BJDE­
B A. 

C HANGE O F ADDRESS 
Cap t. S. S. Galis kiewicz, O-153 3237 
259 Med . D et. 2nd General D ep'y 
A. P . 0 . 757, P . M . New Y ork, N . Y. 

Lt. J oseph V . Lupa, O-a.9·4'65 5'5 
123 P ort Co., A . P . 0. 9,29, 
c/o P. M., San Fra n ., Calif. 

L t . J ulia C. P ach, 
5102 ,So. Racine Ave. , 
Chicago, lll. 

REINSTATEMENT 
Ma tthew J . O,s,solin ski 

RESIGN E D 
Edward Stepnow ski 

POLPE X •46 - F eb. 9-10, 11 & 12. 



NEW ME MBE RS 
# 126~ John W .en dt, 5536 J ustin e :S t . 

Ch icago, Ill. (Polan d , L . S., 
Per u a n d lreland ) 

# 12·60 Max H erd zik, 201 3 Cani t., 
Harn t ram ~·k , Mich. 
(Poland & ()'. "· mint) 

# 12-61 Peter Bielic, 94' Per ry Street, 
·Low ell, Mass . (E.P.P. & U. S. J 

# •26:2 L t. A rthur Pra wdz ic - Lazar s ki , 
128 East 'l'rini ty Rd . 
E dinburg h 5, Scot . 
(:Vli nia ture S h eet s & A irmails ) 

# 263 Wl a dy ~law smak, Chest er, :::ng. 
R. A. F. Sealand 
(E .P.l-'. , B r. Col. a nd . U . S.) 

# '2-64 H en r y T yszka, 1780·1 Lu mpl, ,11 
D et ro it 1.2 Nlich. (E.P.P. & U.t:l. 

# 1265 D r. Casimer L . J a k u•bowski, 
132 4 N. A s h la nd Av e., 
Ch icago, Ill. 
(E .P .P., U.S., Fran ce & Czec ho. 

HONO RABLY DI SCHARGED 

FOR HONORABLE MILITARY SEkVICE 

Capt. Leonard S . Sluszin ski 
E dw a rd Stepnows ki 
Char les Wrobe l 
A ug L~s tus Cihanowyz 
W a lte r L ewinski 
Ch ester Mikucki 

RUL ES AND REGULA.:f lONS FOR 
POLPEX 1946 

A C OPY OF THIE R ULE S A N JJ 
RIDGUILATION,S OF POLPEX 1946 
W kS MJA]LED ALONG WITH AN 
ENTRY BLANK TO EACH MIDM ­
BER EAJRLIER THiiS MO!N TH. 

W .E S I NCEJREL Y H OPE THA 'r Al .. J, 
OF OU R MEMB ERS HAV•E CARE ­
FUILLY REAU) THE lNiSTRU CTIONt:l 
.AJND WILL !IMMEIDIA ThlLY , t~· 
THEY HAVE NOT ALREA DY DO~E 
S O, RE T U R N ''I;T_E ENTRY B L AN K 
P R OP,ERLY FirL Li<;D OU T . 

AS MOST OF YOU ARE A W A RE, 
PRIN TEJRS ARE .AJSK ING FOl:t 
MORE' TIME A N D S INCE M O S T U.I<' 
YOU KNOW N OW WHA T YUU ARE 
P L ANNING TO EXHIBIT~PJJEASE 
RETURN THE ENTRY AT ONCE ­
AND THUIS HELP THE C OMM I'l'-

T EE AND BE· K :rND T O THE PRINT­
ER. 

Did T say "~1FIDRRY CH.Rl rSTMA,S '/" 

Our mos t h ear tfe lt sympa thy t o 
Chester Mik ·ck i a nd h is fam ily upon 
th e no tif ication of th e d ea th of his 
br ot h er, W ait e,· F. Mik u ck i, lJFC, Ut:l 
M C. 

Wal t er was station ed a t Olongapo, 
P h ili ppin es from July 1940 u ntil May 
194·2, when he was tak en prison er on 
Da taan from w h er e he was taken lo 
Osaka, J apan , w h er e h e di ed of illness 
at th e prirnn ca.m p , .\1 arch 11, 194~. 
T h e fa mi ly was officia ll y no tified •J f 

his death Oc t . 13, 19415. 

A CH RISTMAS GREETING 
Tru ly the Christmas spi r it sh ould be 

with .n u s all to t he utmost th is Y ule­
tide s eason . In a g reat man y in s t a nc­
es, Son s , Brothers and ot h er rela tives 
who have been in our A rmed For ces 
w ill be h om e t o cele ~rate w ith us th is 
joyou s bi r th of Ch rist a nd to m a.lrn 
this our happiest Ch r istm as•. So m ay 
we, the Officers a nd th e Bditoria l 
S t a f f wish a ll of you a Very Me,ry 
Chris tm as a n d a. Very Happy New 
Year . 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF T H E 
PUBLICATIONS COMM. 

The next issu e of t h e "BUiu.LE TIN" 
will b e edited b Y Chester .SJh afer who 
w a s a lso a p pointed the Chairm a n of 
the Publicat ion s Commi t t ee. 

Becau se of t h e t r em endou s increase 
of m y w ork a nd t h e p'J a in s imple fac t 
tha t I n eed a rest, it ha d becom e n ec­
es,sary f or m e t o r eq ues t ]eav e• as E d ­
itor. Reluct a ntly I do so. It has been 
inter esti ng w ork a nd m a n y of y ou 
h a d m a de th e j ob eas ier by your h elp. 

Whether y ou have liked t h e "BUL ­
L b'.1"IIN ," we know n ot. W e tried t o 
g ive you a n in ter est in g pa per a.nd w e 
believ e we did, so tha nk s for ever y­
th ing .. 

J ack Doma r . 
P . S . The n ew editor wiJJ a lso n eed 
yo ur suppor t-d o m a k e a N ew Year s 
R es olution to h elp, not by w ord but 
'1y deed. 



NEW ISSUES 
Thre2 n e,w st a mps, were r epo1·ted to 

us by member Al. Kohczew,sk i as fol­
lows: Th e illustration on the first 
sh ows a militant "Mermaid of W ar­
saw." The valu e in dicated in 20, but 
wheth er groszy or zloty is n ot known. 
It is p1·inted in bright red, the s ize is 
35mm x 23m m . and is perfo1·ated 10 ½. 
(Illus.) 

The second a 5 zloty value, pi ctu r es 
a f lag b ea rer and a wounded soldier. 
It bea1·s th e notat ion "Warszawa \Vol ­
na 17 . 1 .194 5." Th e color is deep r ed, 
the s ize, 32,i,;,, mm x 24mm a nd is perf. 
11. It was issued to commemorate tl,e 
battle of Warsaw. (lllus.) 

The third is a 1 zloty value and il­
lu strates th e "Kran to on th e Mottlau 
Canal" the oldesrt granary in t he 
world. The top pa nel reads "Pocz ta 
Polska'' and the bottom pan el, 1 Zl. / 
Gdans•k / 30 -HI-1 945. Th e size "is 31-
rnm x 24 mm a nd i,s perf. 11½. 

Apparently the stamps marked 
"Gda n sk " can be u sed a nywh ere in 
Poland, as this cop,y was canceller[ 
"Krakow 16.X.4'5- 19." Another of t his 
issu e des,cr ib,ed by C. Pulaski below 
was cancelled a t Lodz . 

Another was submitted by Dr. S. NJ. 
Miocluzewski. It is purplish-brown, in 
the upper left part 01' the de,s ig n is 
the value 40f, t h e upper r ight "LUB­
EKA." Below this is a white sa!;-ing 
ship and below this a silhou ette of the 
St. Marys Church in Kralrnw. In a 
ribbon design is the fo llowing : "Poc­
zta Obozow P olski ch w. Niemczech ." 
S ize, 36 mm x 27mm a nd perf. 11. (Il­
lu s. ) 

Clem. Pulaski also r eported in 
"S,TNMPS" of '1!1-10-415 the following: 

An uncha ined eagle s t retching its 
wings over a document m ark ed "Ma n ­
ifes,t" on a 3 zl. rose s,tamp which 

carr ies the inscripti on "194'4- ,22 . Vll . 
194•5." A 5 zloty val u e illus t rating a 
scen e from th e famous ba t tle 01' Grun­
wald. l.t 4Ps gr ay -,blue and inscribed Jn 
top "15 L ipca (July) 1410 / Grunwaicl 
/ 15 Lipca 1945" and on , the bottom 
"POLSKA." 

"The 1Theration of Danzig is m a rlrnd 
by a n attractive b l11 e s-tamp p icturing 
a s,cen e in that city (Th e Stock Ex­
ch a n ge ) a nd bearing the date "30-.Gl-
1945" a nd "Gd,a n sk ." '.rh e Pol is h form 
of t h e citys' name. 

In a dd ition a s e ri es of fou r sem ,­
postal,s h a d bee,n a nn oun ced . Th ere 
wi ll be fo ur des ign s a nd the inscrip­
tion will includ e: "Liga Mors lrn" a nd 
th e dates ·'1 0-11. 20- 10 . 11 .45." 

The Piast Ea gle Aga in 
"The li,tJ er ation of 10 Polish c iti es ;s 

comm em orated with a series of 10 
dat ed. over,prints, on th e 25 groszy red 
piast eagle stamp which in each case 
is a lso surcha rged 3 Zl. T he ov erprints 
read: "Bydgorzcz 23.1 . 1'945." ·•c zes ­
tochoiwa 17.1.1945." "Gm iezn o 2,2 . 1. 
1945." "Kalisz 24 . 1 . 19 4'5." "Kielce 15. 
1.19415.' ' "Kr akow 19 .1. 194•5." "Lorlz 
19 .194,5." " R ad om 16 .,1 .194'5 ." "Wars­
zawa 17. l .19 4.5.'' ·'Zak opan e 29 . 1.1945.' 

"The 2'5gr. pias,t eagle stamp, print­
ed in red b,r·ow n, h as been su r charges;! 
" l. 50 ZI. " in darl< brnwn. 

NEW ISSUES 

A la r ge gray- black semi-postal of 1 
plus 9z denomination pictures a batt le 
scen e w ith infanti-5- m en in th e fo r e­
ground a nd planes a nd wars•hip in the 
background. The ins~ription is "Wes ­
terplatte /1/lX.1939." According to J:t. 
H . Macy & Co., this stamp com m em ­
orat es the ou tlbreak of W or ld War 11 
a nd the Poles h eroic s t a mp at W ester­
p latte by the h eavy cru iser Sch!Mwig­
Holstein . The printing was 40,000, 



A CIGARETTE CASE 

by Chester Schafer 

This nnusual c igarett e case on 
which the design of the Po'ish Infla­
tion stamp Scott No. 169A has 1-ee r1 
etched, was brought back as a souve­
nir from Guam T ech. S,gt l<'t'a n cis 
Szafraniec, us,MC, 2144 W . Potorna ' 
Ave ., Chicago, removed it from t l1 ,~ 
pocket of a dead Japanese Lt. Co lon­
el, who a pparently committed suicide 
with a hand grenade. T he Marin e Sgt. 
who is a stamp co!lector, r ecogni zed 
the Polish Ea;:de design immediately. 

The kind of a cigarette case officers 
generally carried were usua lly e l3bOf­
ate and expen c:,ive. This particul a r one 
from al l indicat ions, was mad e in Po­
la nd and somel1ow got in t o the rands 
of th e Japanese off icer. Poss ibly ,1 e 
received it as a gift from some mem­
ber of th e Polish Legation in T o' , yo. 
or h e m ay h ave ta irnn it fr om sum o 
Polish refugee who a t th e Nazi in­
vasior:, or Poland escaped · through Si­
b eria, a nd again s·ome Nazi o :fi c ial 
may have presented it to him after 

' h e took it fr om some Pole him self. 
O n th e inside of t h e dgarette case 

is engraved the name and rank of th e 
officer in Japanese characters . Sever ­
al lit t le snaps-hots were ins1cle the case 
apparently of his family. 

The case was not the on ly interest­
ing item removed from the Japs body, 
The Marin e Sgt. also removed a w a l­
let which contain ed charts a nd maps 

·of fortifications of Japan ese defenses 
on the is land of G u am. The submission 
of this material to th e Regim ental 
Commander affcrded h im a more com­

'ple t e and compr;;hensive es timate of 
_ the enemy s ituation and enabled his 
regiment to carry out its assigned 

mission successfully and with the least 
cost of life, 

POLPEX CATALOG 

Each year, Polonus prepares a very 
fine ly printed catalogue. But ih order 
to pay for it, Ads' are ,solicited (they 
need not be Phila t e'li-c Ads) any ki\d 
will be accepted. 

The pr ices are $10. 00 for a full 
page, $6. 00 for a half page, $3 . 50 for 
a quarter page and $2. 00 for a 1 inch 
ad. W e also have a special page tor 
Patrons at $11. 00 'per nam e and • an­
other page wh er e w e list Good Fel­
lows at 25 cents a n a me. 

WE NEED THE HELP OF A•L J., 
;ITEMBERS - NOT J UST A FEW. 
TT-IlS IS ONE WAY YOU CAN HJDLP. 
SECURE AN "AD", PATRONS 01-_ 
GOODFELLOWS-- ANYTH]NG. BU'r 
PLEA SE DO SOMETHiiNG, NOT 
MlJICH T[ME LEFT .... HiUiRRY .... 
HURRY .. . . HURRY. 

Send yo ur "Ads," Patrons or Good­
fcllow,s to A. S. Rybarski, 2212 N. Mo­
bile Ave., Chicago, L •. 

THIS n ' THAT 

At the Dece mber 28th m eetin ,; 0r 

Polonus, Earl Vlellman, Editor of the 
Jack Knight A ir Log will be our guest 
speaker. His subject will be "Mail 
thru the, Air." 

A very fine evening is promised all 
who attend, 

We have just been informed that 
Jack Rux has been laid up with Neu­
ritis since Dec. 8th. We certainly hope 
that Jack will be up and around soon. 

It's funny isn·t it, if we don't slow 
. down a bit and rest, something or 
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s om eone usually does it for us. J a c l, , 
it's a heck of a way to g et a r es t. but 
at leas t it is one way-

Our own Bureau of Ln,·esti ·'.·a t ion 
finally tracked clo \,· n a nd lo ::i • e ,t 
Nurse Lt. Julia C. Pach- who is now 
s•tationecl here in Chka·;·o at the < ::ir­
diner ' General Hos ·, it1. l. O ' f cl1.1ty at 
7:00 p.m-Hmm-shoulcl give her e­
nough time to g-et down to a meet ing 
n ow and then. Don't you think'/ 

(Note: 'l'he Stamps for the Wound­
ed Committee at Gardiner, we are sure 
that Lt. Pach can he of service to 
you.) 

It was swell seeing Che ste r Milrnc­
ki, at our meeting o1' D ec. 14th. He 
was discharged at 10: 30 a.m. that 
morning and lost no time getting into 
ci'vvies and down to a meeting. Now 
the n, what has happened to Felix Wa­
lat, ,L,OC. ,Sluszinski, Chuck Wrol)el ancl 
Walter Lewinski ? 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
for the 

DOC. M. E. UZNANSKI TROPHY 

Ray Bartz ................ 2 
Al. Kolaczewski • . ...... . .... 1 
Doc. Kozakiewicz . . . . . . . . . 1 
B ert Powell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Roman Reino•wski . . . . . . . . . 1 
Larry Zieler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Hello Jack: 
Expect to be leaving for the States 

in a few weeks, so do,n ' t send any 
more BULLET'INS to my ships ad ­
dress. You had better • s·end app!i,' a ➔. 

tions to my home address also. 
'rh e typhoon we had out here was 

terrific. We put to · sea to weather it 
out but it was still rough. The dam­
a g e and loss of life was tremendous. 
The n e wspaper accounts at home look 
like the whole truth hadn't been told. 
T11ere are plenty of ships• beached ar 
on r eefs out here waiting to be re­
paired and floated. 

So long for now. 
A. J . Clhanowyz, RT,2/C 

Dear Jack: 
Your letter 1·ec'd last week and l 

was sure glacl to hear from you. Ex­
pect to leave for D is pos,it ion Center 
around Dec. 20th and expect to be in 
the States late in J a nuary. 

I have t-een invited to the Christ­
mas Stamp Hor~•ecl eal to be he'ld in 
Manila on Dec. 9th. I am going with 
a Filipino stamp dea ler who is a very 
good friend of mine . This will prob­
ably be the last time J shall get to 
obt·ain s·om e stamps cheap. This deal­
er has· gotten m e mos,t of what 1 
bought v ery cheap. 

I w ish a ll of the m emibers• of Polon­
us a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

Thank you for everything Jack, hope 
to be seeing you soon a t a meeting. 

Sgt. Stan'ley Kucharz , Philippines 

Nov. 7, 1945-Saipan 
Dear Jack: 

Your letter of Sept. 11th, finally 
has caught up with me. Our mail is 
a mes,s since September. We have 
moved from Olongapo to Batangas to 
lV[ani 'a then to Yokohoma, beck to 
Leyte and then ba~k to J a pan and 
now Saipan. We are head ed for Guam 
where we will be screened. I have the 
points but Navy R ed Tape ???'/ 

I have picked up a few First Day 
Covers, funny! the Jap occupation 
covers are cheaper than the Victory 
Covers. The other two Polonus mem­
bers must be i-n Manila. T had some 
liberty there. I m a y get off at Guam, 
then Pearl Harbor and Frisco and 
maybe home by Christmas. Anyhow I 
will be home for PO'LPEX 1946. 

Send my regards to all of the Boys 
in Polonus. 

C. J . Mikucki , EM 2/C 

You will often get stamps which 
have been in several collec tions prev­
iously, If they are used s,tamps with­
out gum, you can usually ma:ke them 
more acceptable for your own use, by 
bathtub treatment. Certainly no stamp 
is ever harmed by removal of frag­
ments· of two or three· hinges. Often 
this washing will remove ad•herent 
surface dirt, too. 

Have you considered becoming a 
LIFE MEMBEJR? You ,can, by mailing 
the sum of $·25. 00 to the Secretary, 
Mrs. C. J. ,Mikucki, 184-4 N. Winchest­
er Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 
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