


My Stamps Were

SOLD BY
GREG MANNING
AUCTIONS

Sounds nice. And you can rely on the fact that the
financial results will be nice too.

Today’s high market, added to our superior catalogue
production, professional lotting, and wide catalogue distri-
bution all combine to make the sale of your stamps by
Greg Manning Auctions a logical choice for you when you
decide to sell.

And our very competitive commission rates mean
more money in your pocket—less in ours. “Sold by Greg
Manning Auctions” doesn’t only sound nice, it makes a lot
of sense.

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC.
76 South Orange Ave.
South Orange, N.J. 07079
Telephone: (201) 762-7660

“The firm collectors relv on”’
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Rugorc(} Weill « Raymond H. Weill
RAYMOND H.WEILL CO.

407 Royal St., New Orleans, La. 7013
Telephone 581-7373 — Area Code 504
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EVERY YEAR

Two Impressive Auction Sales
ARE ARRANGED BY

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO.
AT HAMBURG
which command worldwide attention.

Richly dlustrated catalogues of these public auctions will be sent to interested
parties at a cost of $5.00 (US) to help pay airmail postage.

In the event you would like to sell, and are looking for excellent results, then EDGAR
MOHRMANN & CO. is the right choice for you. Clients all over the world, including
the United States, have complete confidence in us. Consignments to our Auction
Sales are accepted anytime. Large lots are best sent by air freight.

Sale dates are:

11th - 13th April 1978
October - 1978

Material to be included in the above sales should reach us four months prior to the above dates.

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO.

D 2000 Hamburg 11 @®  Grosser Burstah 19 @ Postfach 11 1007

W. Germany

Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 Cables: EDMORO
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The time could not be better .

to sell your stamps

should carefully select a merchant with the same love of philately for its sale.

Prices are at an all time high and whether you sell outright or consign your
stamps at Public Auction—this is a perfect time. We run two auctions a month
and your stamps will bring the most at one of our sales.

For almost half a century, four generations of Apfelbaums have taken pride in
their affection for all phases of stamp collecting. Your contact with Apfelbaum’s
will be handled discreetly and courteously with the utmost of care.

Why not contact Apfelbaum’s for details? It will certainly be to your advantage.
Remember, the time couldn’t be better. Give us the opportunity to show you.

1819 J. F. Kennedy Bivd.
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 567-5200
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WANTED

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS
SINGLE RARITIES

as well as

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS

either for cash purchase
or to be broken up for our next international auction sale
for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000

catalogues

Please get in touch with

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH ©75E™

Bahnhofstrasse 102
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““Great things cannot be bought for
small sums.’’ — Seneca

When selling your collection,
call Andrew Levitt, He knows
the value of important major
collections, and he’ll pay full
value for yours.

ANDREW LEVITT, INC.

“America’s leading buyer of major philatelic holdings’’
(203) 743-2016

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810

\- y
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y Whatever you wish to spend, Stanley Gibbons always
have a large selection of rare stamps to choose from.

Expert, personal service. It’s what we've built our reputation on.

The Specialist and Rare Stamps Department of For the convenience of our clients we also offer
Stanley Gibbons has a reputation without equal in the  a Specialist Register where individual requirements and
philatelic world. For more than 120 years we have held  interests are recorded. The Register serves to supply

one of the largest selections of fine philatelic material illustrated lists and regular information covering every-

available anywhere in the world. thing from rare stamps and postal history to proofs and
Over the years our staff has always maintained colour trials.

the friendly, personal service that made the name of If you would like your name to be included on the

Stanley Gibbons famous. _ Register, and receive our illustrated lists, write to Stanley
At 399 Strand, you will find a large team of > g‘ Gibbons Specialist and Rare Stamp Department,

specialists prepared to meet your particular re- M including details of the type of material and the

quirements, and toadvise you about your collection. price range you are interested in.

By Ap
10 HM

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
391 STRAND, LONDON, WC2R OLX.
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BICENTENNIALS!!! ..........cccvvvveeo... RARITIES!!!!

DIE PROOFS are beautiful engravings executed by the most famous artists. All
are produced by handpress under strictest government supervision. Each bears an
official seal. (Not to be mistaken for Artist Proofs, they are Official Government
Proofs!) Only about 20 are available for philatelists in the whole world. Reprints
are impossible! Ask for free pamphlet, also *“CLUB 20"’ to get all the facts.

DIE PROOFS are real rarities - probably the rarest of all official issues produced
for the BICENTENNIAL. This, no doubt, is why prices for them continue to soar.
Our prices are still mostly starting prices - subject to prior sale. Please ask about
the availability and prices for items from other countries of the French Com-

munities not included in this offering.

Trial colors are available - some in strips of 5 and one scarce multicolor.

BICENTENNIALS
ANDORRA-T. Jefferson, 1.20F, im-
PERE. siseisrsusansmrsnisranoso s v ke $ 35.00
Same—Sheetlet of 4 . o ..175.00
Same—Trial Color ................. 60.00

Same—Die Proof, rare .. " e
BELGIUM-14F, imperf. (942) ....... P.O.R.
CAMEROUN-(3) Trial Colors, cpt. (C227)

(C229) v v saismsivsecs pisionisisgasiatoieisiainioie
CENTRAL AFRICA-Impf. (5), cpt..... 11 00
CHAD-150F, ‘“12 stars-Flag’’ sheet of 10, with

8 stamps in different Trial Colors . P 0 R.

do—Die Proof, Rare............... 215.00
DAHOMEY-Trial Colors (4) cpt. (234/7)28.00

do—Die Proof, rare, iss. cpt. (4) ...790.00
FRANCE-T. Jefferson-Franklin, lmperf

(1480) .......c0nnn 44.00

Same—Trial Color

Same—Die Proof, Rare ........... P.O.R.
FR. POLYNESIA-Navy Battles, 2 gutter pairs,
(cpt) Trial Colors ......ccccovneenns 36.00
do—original sheets of 10, with in-
scription ..cooeeeeiiiiiiiiiannians P.O.R.

GABON-orlgmal sheet of 5 triptych with in-
scription, imperf. ............. ... P.O.
IVORY COAST -Imperf. (5) cpt

Souvenir Sheet, imperf. ............. 12.00
MALAGASY- lmperf (B)iept sovvanvn 11.00
NEW CALEDONIA- Battlescene, 24F Trial

COIOR o n s o n 0:0. 010010 w00 0100 2070830 5 0,3 088 7.00

do—Die Proof, Rare............... 195.00
SENEGAL-T. Jefferson, 50F trial Color

(AL, Sins el o e i e S R RO R O 3T 8.00

do—Die Proof, Rare ..215.00
AIR-Massacre of Boston & Yorktown cpt. (2)

Trial Colors (C141/2) .......cvnnnnn. 16.00
do—Die Proofs, cpt. (2) rare ....... 395.00
UPPER VOLTA-500F, S/Sht, imperf. ..13.00
Interphil-cpt. (5) lmperf ........... 12.00

URUGUAY-Exfilmo, imperf. (C413) ...15.00

WALLIS FUTUNA-Lafayette-Washington,
Trial Colors (2) cpt.....cvvvvvnnnnnn 14.00

LINDBERGH

FRANCE-1977, DeLuxe Sht., 1.90F . S 80.00
do—Die Proof .................... P.O.R.

MONACO-has just issued a special Com-
memorative stamp.

We have imperforates in different Trial Colors,
(no other imperforate is known to exist!). A
very limited quantlty on hand .each $15.00

Available also in strips of 5, mcluding scarce
MUICOION .o o0 o v comonevonaos somoos P.O.R.

CONCORDE
AFARS-1969, 100F, imperf. (C56) ....$ 8.00
CAMBODIA-S/Sht. 250 imperf. ........ 5.00
CHAD-1976, 250F imperf. (C152)....... 3.00
DAHOMEY-UPU, 65F imperf. (C214)..24.00
FRANCE-1976, 1.70 imperf. (C48).....
Same—Trial Color .................

Same—De Luxe Sheet ..............
Same—Die Proof, rare ..
1976-2.20F, imperf. (1449)
do—De Luxe ............
LAOS-Gold, 300 Perf. ...... o
MALI-1976, 500F, imperf. .........
NIGER-1972, 100F., IMPerL.. ..coeniiosozns
Same—Trial Color .................
Available, a very fine selection from other
countries, incl. Trial Colors in Shts. of 10,
(FR. Colonies), Die Proofs (20 only) etc.
Please write for details.

We accept U.S. Postage at face, (no
Spec. Del.) Cash with order. Subject
to prior sale! Satisfaction Guaranteed
or Refund.

Are you interested in advancing your collection in more ways than by adding

stamps with catalogue listed numbers?

Are you anxious to possess different ‘‘Specialities’’ possibly not represented

in 90% of the other collections?

Or, if you are already well advanced, would you like to dig out a few more
“"Rarities?’” You owe to to yourself to contact us.

We have accumulated one of the finest selections of Errors, Essays, Proofs,
(only 3 of some exist!) etc. of almost all Topicals, (and also from some 50 different

countries).

Write and tell us about you needs and preferences.

Our special offers will be made accordingly — or, to give you better service,
selections can be arranged for you after previous correspondence.

Join our hundreds of satisfied customers, many of whom are winners of some

of the highest Awards!

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC.

P.O. Box 448

November 1977

MONROE, N.Y. 10950
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ORRIERE FILATELICO

6 NUMERI PUBBLICATI IN UN ANNO 6 ISSUES A YEAR
420 PAGINE STAMPATE 420 PAGES PRINTED

36 RECENSIONI DI PUBBLICAZIONI 36 REVIEWS OF BOOKS
63 ARTICOLI 50 TRA I PIU FAMOSI 63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST
AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI OUTSTANDING AUTHORS
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE, IN THE WORLD
FRANCESE E TEDESCO 25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER
IL MONDO THE WORLD

ABBONARSI PER UN ANNO VUOL DIRE TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR, ONE
RICEVERE PUNTUALMENTE LA PIU WOULD RECEIVE PUNCTUALLY THE
PRESTIGIOSA RIVISTA DI FILATELIA MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE
AEROFILATELIA E STORIA POSTALE OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY
AND POSTAL HISTORY

e _-____________________________-_---_.__>{ ...... -

Desidero ricevere informazioni per 1’abbonamento a:
I would like to receive detailed information concerning the subscription to:
IL NUOVO CORRIERE FILATELICO
Via Martelli, 8 - 50129 Firenze (Italy)

nome

name

via

address

citta

town
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Sold by
Kaufmann’s
in 1977

Kaufmann'’s of Washington is recognized as one of the

nation’s foremost dealers in rare stamps and covers.

We will buy your stamps outright, or consign to our
world famous public auctions, whichever is appropriate.

Stamps for sale?
Use our toll-free
hot line....

LB

John W. Kaufmann, Inc. 1522 K St., N.W. ,'. .
Washington, D. C. 20005 (202) 638-5658 4
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BERNARD BEHR
“EXPERT”

JUST COMING OUT
Our

16th NET PRICE CATALOGUE

Which Will Include:

— An exceptional selection of France — Namely, Rarities and
Covers.

— A Specialized Collection of French Colonies. Blocks, strips,
many covers and rare cancellations.

— An advanced collection of “France Libre.”
— Splitting specialized collection of Sarre.
— Rarities of English Colonies and other countries.

Catalogues Will Be Mailed On Request

BERNARD BEHR

26 Avenue de I’'Opera
75001 Paris, France
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JUST PUBLISHED!

THE INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED MINKUS
NEW WORLD WIDE STAMP CATALOGS

VOLUME ONE: 1977-1978
Now in THREE Convenient Parts

This greatly expanded and completely up-dated edition of the popular New World Wide Stamp Catalog offers the
general collector greater convenience and more economy than ever before! It is now published in three separate
parts, each bound in an attractive and durable flexible cover and fully indexed. The 1977-1978 edition contains
over 105,000 entries reflecting prices based on today’s market averages. More than 27,500 clear illustrations
enable the collector to quickly locate and identify stamps. Helpful historical and geographical information is given
for each country. The simplified chronological numbering system makes the catalog very easy to use. There is
in-depth coverage of varieties, and key types and watermarks are clearly illustrated.

The separately bound parts are organised as follows:

VOLUME ONE — Part I:  British Commonwealth & Ireland (800 pgs.) .......... 511.95
VOLUME ONE — Part II: Free Asia & Africa (832 pgs.)
VOLUME ONE — Part [IIl: Latin America (688 pgs.)

And, STILL AVAILABLE, the Companion Edition:
MINKUS NEW WORLD WIDE STAMP CATALOG

UNT ITMT TUrN. 1Q7c 1077
YVVLVIIL 1 VWN\J. 4979191171

This big, authoritative reference contains 2,032 pages covering Europe, Colonies and former Colonies,
Occupations, Special Zones, and Vatican. Over 26,000 clear illustrations are provided for easy identification.
Technical information is concise and understandable. Collectors will find the uniform color description system to
be very helpful.

Hardbemnd! b & el § S «opengs 8 mauisnt 8 oo ot w8 Originally $16.50, NOW $9.50
WHILE THEY LAST!

MINKUS NEW AMERICAN STAMP CATALOG — 1978

For nearly a quarter century this outstanding catalog has been widely endorsed as a highly dependable and
practical reference for the U.S. collector. The enlarged, new 1978 edition contains over 14,500 entries and
additions as well as more than 3,500 illustrations. There are more than 8,000 price changes and additions which
reflect many substantial adjustments since the last edition. Realistic prices, based on present market averages,
are given for singles, plate blocks, sheets, and first day covers.

In addition to much useful information relating to the various issues, there are 45 categories that cover air mails,
parcel post, official stamps, special printings, envelopes, postal cards, revenue stamps, Confederate States,
luminescent issues, Canal Zone, U.S. Possessions, United Nations, and much more. Hard bound(380 pages)
................................................................................................ $7.50

. . . ALL FROM MINKUS, THE CREATIVE PUBLISHER

All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nation and the stamp & coin depart-
ment of these fine stores:

ATLANTA—Rich’s PHILADELPHIA—Gimbels
BOSTON—Jordan Marsh PITTSBURGH—Kaufmann’'s

CHEVY CHASE—Woodward & Lothrop PORTLAND—Meier & Frank
CHICAGO—Marshall Field & Co. RICHMOND—Thalhimer’s
CINCINNATI—Pogue’s ROCHESTER—Sibley’s
CLEVELAND—The Higbee Co. SAN ANTONIO—Joske’s of Texas
COLUMBUS—Lazarus SAN FRANCISCO—The Emporium
DENVER—May-D & F Co. SANTA ANA, CA.—The Bon Marche
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.—Gimbels SHERMAN OAKS, CA.—Bullock’s
HARTFORD—G. Fox SKOKIE, ILL.—Marshall Field & Co.
HOUSTON—Foley’s ST. LOUIS, MO.—The Famous Barr
INDIANAPOLIS—L. S. Ayres TORRANCE, CA. (Del Amo)—Bullock’s
MILWAUKEE, WISC.—Gimbels TOWSON, MD.—Hutzler’s A

NEW ORLEANS—Maison Blanche VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.—Gimbels
NEW YORK—Gimbels, Gimbels East WASHINGTON—Woodward & Lothrop
PARAMUS, N. J.—Gimbels WESTCHESTER, N.Y.—Gimbels
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Our 1978 edition.

Revised
Introduction

Clarified, simpli-
fied, more useful,
more informative
than ever.

For the Record Over 43,000

This section lists price changes
stamps of ques- More than
tionable philatelic 6,000 new
validity. issues

Serving collectors since 1863.

Iit’s the most
catalogue
we’ve ever
published.

New Common

Design section

Listing stamps of the same design
issued by more than one country.
Like the 1956 Europa issues initiated
by the Common Market nations.

Counterfeits and
Forgeries section
It defines what they are and explores

some of the more prominent
specimens.

Standard Catalogue
now in 4 volumes
With more new prices

and new issues than

ever before, the '78 edition
needs the extra space.

Scott Publishing Company - 530 Fifth Avenue - New York, N.Y. 10036
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Every stamp we sell

has our namebehindit.

To serious collectors the name of
Stanley Gibbons represents a service and
selection unequalled within the world of
philately.

The expertise of our Specialist and Rare
Stamps Department has been acquired over
120 years of stamp dealing, backed by one of
the world’s largest international stocks of fine
philatelic material available.

Our specialists are always ready to help
with your search for rare and elusive stamps,
or to advise you on your collection. Why not
pay them a visit at 399 Strand to discuss
your particular requirements.

For the convenience of our

5
0iPS

By Apporntment

clients we also offer a Specialist Register
where individual requirements and interests
are recorded. We can then supply illustrated
lists of regular information covering everything
from rare stamps and postal history to proofs
and colour trials. Simply complete the coupon
below. Any additional information you
include regarding special requirements and
approximate price range will be indexed in
the register and help us to supply a more:
personal service.
Also at 399 Strand is Gibbons Gallery

where, each month, a free display of first
class material by internationally known
philatelists or study groups is arranged.

10 HM the Queen.
Phiateksts

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED

391 STRAND, LONDON, WC2R OLX.ENGLAND.

Please include my name in your Specialist Register,and forward your Illustrated Listsasand when theyappear.

Name

Address

My particular interest is

Price range

November 1977
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Eva“West wanted the best
offer for her stamp collection,

and “Harris saw that she got it/

Eva West mailed her stamp collection Eva West’s note typifies the com-
from Missouri to Boston because she ments of the thousands of collectors
expected courtesy, prompt negotia- who have sold stamps to Harris:

tion and a generous price, Eva West
wasn’t disappointed. Nor are the hun-
dreds of other philatelists who sell to
Harris each year. Harris constantly
buys collections and accumulations,
provided they are worth $100 or
more. We are interested in buying
nearly all types of philatelic material,
especially stamps of the U.S. and Bri-
tish North America, and world-wide
or special country collections that are
strong in sets. Harris has vast experi- ) = e
ence. We've been buying stamps from ‘chavef?eﬂjf;,al(:,nrg‘a“é“yhe;{rfhndatﬁave

collectors since Woodrow Wilson sat b:é’noalwavs satisfied with the prompt
in the Oval Office. g

3321A Texas Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63118

H.E. Harris & Co., Inc.
645 Summer Street
Boston, Mass. 02110
Appraisal Dept.

Dear Sirs:

Thank you so much for the check in the
amount of $1,253.00.

and courteous service.

Am sending another lot under
separate cover.

Why Eva West chose Harris when she

decided to sell her stamps:

Sincerely Yours,

AP /% o

Eva M. West

We have a world-wide reputation
for unquestioned integrity, built up
over 60 continuous years of doing
business.

h Wehmafke liberal cash offers and

B have the financial resources to pay » .

il spot cash for purchases of any magni.  You built your collection carefully.
tude. We make immediate payment Sell it with equa| care.

in full.
For serious-minded sellers, we When you are ready to

' i ol - | sell your stamps, be sure
make free_a?pralsals. _ 6 = | to contact our Appraisal

In addition to buying from collec- | WHER YOI BAVE | Department. Highlight
tors, we handle estate and institu- | §7a%es 10 S8l | information about your
tional purchases regularly. collection would be

We pay more because we buy for

retail stock, not for resale to dealers.

No haggling or delays; no ‘“‘work-

| helpful; it need not be
technical or complete.
Please do not send your

: " H h A llection until we re-
ing up’” to the right price. The first - co H

2 quest it. If you would
S$%§§ ttr?a"’ttv?éevﬁ‘u’|°$§y‘f’"' M e tolearn more about

: 5 selling your collection,
Safety of stamps in our custody is send only 50¢ for our
guaranteed. We have the largest and

A A AL booklet of valuable in-
finest facilities in the world. formation, “When You

If you are not entirely pleased with Have Stamps to Sell,” It gives you
our offer, your stamps will be prompt- valuable suggestions and tells you
ly returned intact, at our expense, more about H.E. Harris & Co., Inc.,
with no charge to you. the World's Largest Stamp Buyer.

HE ffusisrr . Guol SN

Dept. SS-28, Boston, Massachusetts 02117
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SENSATIONAL
WILLY BALASSE AUCTIONS

November and December 1977

The November Auction Will Be Held on
Tuesday the 22nd and Wednesday the 23rd

A MOST EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION

Consisting Only of the Classic Issues of
GREAT BRITAIN and BRITISH COLONIES

Deluxe singles and multiples (pairs, strips, blocks) and Scarce
Covers. Especially strong in: Bahamas - Barbados British Guiana -
Canada - Cape of Good Hope - Ceylon - Gambia - India - Mauritius -
New Brinswick - Newfoundland - New South Wales - New Zealand -
Nova Scotia - Queensland St. Helena - South Australia - Tasmania -
Trinidad - Victoria . . .

The 569 lots comprising this FASCINATING COLLECTION will
be displayed through the courtesy of H. R. HARMER LTD. the 3rd
and 4th of November (10am - 4pm) in their famous auction rooms at
41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WI1A 4EH.

WILLY BELASSE will be there to welcome everybody who is
interested in viewing these superb stamps of GREAT BRITAIN and
BRITISH COLONIES.

Deluxe catalogue with colour plates - Price $3.00

The two auction catalogues (Nov., Dec. auctions) Special Price -
$4.00

See detailed information in the BELASSE MAGAZINES (colour
reproductions). The next three B.M. issues - $4.00 (current postage
stamps accepted)

THE DECEMBER AUCTION
Preparations are well advanced. We are still accepting important
collections for this general sale, fine quality singles, rarities and
covers. We are equally interested in buying such material for im-
mediate cash. Unlimited cash available.

WILLY BELASSE
81 Roebuck House
Stag Place, London, S. W. 1
Tel. 01 834 0085
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SIMMY’S STAMP COMPANY, INC.

Public Auction #104

THE ROBERT LEWENTHAL
SPECIMEN
OVERPRINT COLLECTION

APPROXIMATELY 400 PLUS LOTS OF SPECIMENS WILL BE OFFERED
FOR SALE IN MID-JANUARY FROM THIS FAMOUS AND PROBABLY THE
FINEST HOLDING OF SPECIMEN AND SEPSIMEN ERROR OVERPRINTS
EVER HOUSED IN ONE ALBUM. WE BELIEVE THIS SALE WILL REALIZE
OVER $150,000.00.

071P4a

SOME OF THE RARER ITEMS INCLUDE #3, 4, 24SA, 35SA, 36bSA, 26SF,
26Sl; 1861 CONTROL CPLT IN BLKS OF 4; SAMPLE “A” BANKNOTE
OVPTS WITH ARROWS: CPLT SETS COLUMBIAN, LOUISIANA AND
PAN-AM WITH 4¢ PAN-am INVERT; 1895 AND 1902 DEFINITIVES CPLT,;
GUAM OVPTS CPLT EXCEPT FOR $1.00, TYPE II; A FULL SHEET OF 100
OF 1¢ AGRICULTURE PRINTED ON RIBBED PAPER (UNIQUE) INCLUD-
ING THE 2 DOTTED 1 VARIETIES; PLATE BLOCKS OF 30 OF #'s O15,
026, O30, 084; O57 IMPRINT BLK OF 8; MANY ERRORS, INCL. 1, 2, 3, 6,
USED #6, 7, 9, 26, 26, 27, 31, 35, 36, 39, 42, 47, 54, 57, 58, 58 PAIR W/A
NORMAL, 59, 61, 63, 65, 83, 92; OFFICIALS CPLT INCL. THE $2, 5, 10 and
$20.00 STATE DEPARTMENTS.

WE CONSIDER THIS WILL BE ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING SALES OF
THE YEAR — CATALOG WILL BE FULLY ILLUSTRATED WITH ALL
SINGLES IN EXACT SIZE.
|\ U“U_\J_kjmuvu—ua
The Z
Collectors’ b
Auctioneer 4 148 STATE STREET
e BOSTON, MASS. 02109

SIMMYS -

STAMP COMPANY. INC. ]

% N S 7
0 4y 8 O W O ) (e e e O \s_xﬂ

SU_UTJ_LTUWU’K



SIMMY’S STAMP COMPANY, INC.
Public Auction #105

A FEW OF THE UNITED STATES SINGLES AND BLOCKS THAT WILL
APPEAR IN OUR 105TH AUCTION WHICH WILL BE HELD IN CON-
JUNCTION WITH OUR 104TH PUBLIC AUCTION ARE REPRODUCED
BELOW:

ABOVE COPIES ALL HAVE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION CERTIFICATES.

THIS SALE WILL ALSO BE FILLED WITH MANY OTHER LOVELY U.S.
ITEMS AS WELL AS CANADA, GREAT BRITAIN AND COLONIES,
GENERAL FOREIGN, ETC.

If you have a collection for sale for cash or to place in auction, please
contact us now. TOLL FREE: 800-225-6276.

BOTH CATALOGS
NOW AVAILABLE FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION

The
Collectors’
Auctioneer 9 148 STATE STREET
BOSTON, MASS. 02109
SIMMY'S -

STAMP COMPANY INC. ]
LA oAty
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AMERICA’S PREMIER
AUCTION
HOUSE

YEAR

AFTER

YEAR

AFTER

YEAR

AFTER
YEAR

ANNUAL CATALOG SUBSCRIPTION (20 OR MORE SALES)

WITH PRICES REALIZED $7.50

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

120 EAST 56th STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
(TEL. 212 753-6421)
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Editorial

Casting a Philatelic Fly into the Juvenile Stream

All who are heading toward the end of
a lifetime love for serious philatelic
passions have a tendency to wonder
whence our successors will come in this
Atomic Age. In fact, many of us—
including The Collectors Club—have
lately undertaken programs to encourage
juveniles along paths to that goal.

Nevertheless, it has taken a group of
‘‘Madison Avenue’’ merchandising and
marketing practitioners to come up with
a campaign that cannot help but
accomplish what ‘‘organized philately’’
hasn’t yet done!

They have used these techniques so
successfully employed to sel breakfast
cereals, toys, candies and other
merchandise through the various
advertising media. And they have done it
with a professional expertise that is
certain to recruit tomorrow’s
philatelists.

Let’s be realistic in giving our
plaudits. The program is clearly aimed at
getting youngsters into the habit of
buying all new stamp issues (and other
merchandise) on sale at post offices
across the land. The fact that some of the
youthful customers may graduate to the
levels of advanced philately is only
incidental, as far as Washington is
concerned.

On a recent visit to Washington, this
commentator enjoyed an occasion at
which he was shown the audio-visuals
and other features of the Postal Service’s
campaign that already has begun and
will be intensified before the year’s end.
It all is under the direction of Donald
McDowell and George Screws. And an
admirable task they and their team of
aides did!

The campaign uses a series of film-
strips accompanied by superbly
produced tape-casettes. We viewed
three of the series and came away feeling
that they were so good that we wish we
had prepared them.

One relates events of the American
Revolution as reported by a mail courier
in letters to his wife. A 10-year-old girl

(a descendent of the rider-historian)
finds the letters in her attic and proceeds
to read them to her friends. Each
incident is illustrated by U.S. stamps
issued to commemorate 18th century
events in our struggle for independence.

A second centers on the conquest of
Space from Mercury to Apollo, with a
most informative and exciting
commentary on exactly how the epochal
Apollo-Soyuz Mission developed. It
depicts in dramatic form how the United
States and Soviet Union cooperated so
closely in the planning, production and
release of the four jointly designed
stamps that marked the unprecedented
international union in outer Space. Put
together in language (and pictures) that
the veriest youngster can understand, it
yet contains information which veterans
have not yet read in the stamp weeklies.

The third is a straight pitch to
encourage juveniles to start collecting
stamps as an educational, enjoyable
hobby.

The scenes are set in a classroom, with
the teacher explaining stampdom’s
fundamental lures, practices and
attractions. Emphasis is placed on
joining the Benjamin Franklin Stamp
Clubs the U.S.P.S. is organizing in
schools from here to our four borders.
Naturally, domestic pictorials abound,
but there are some quick glimpses of
foreign stamps with pictures of things
youngsters like (including a screen full
of Sharjah with Disney characters.)

According to Mr. McDowell, these
and other film-strips will be supplied to
teachers and others who work with
children in the fourth to sixth grade age
group. ‘‘We cannot go beyond this level
at present,”’ he explained. ‘It is our
hope that individuals and clubs will
volunteer to undertake further philatelic
training where we leave off.”’

That certainly represents a challenge
which no one concerned with our
avocation’s future can ignore. It is up to
us _to meet it.

(E.AK.)
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LETTERS to the Editor

On page 178 of Volume 56, No. 3 of
The Collectors Club Philatelist for May,
1977, we note an error. The Chicago
Postal History was edited by Dr. Harvey
Karlen and not Kalem as noted therein.
We would appreciate it if you would
please make the correction.

Bernard A. Hennig
Chicago, Ill.

A small error crept into your story,
““Out of Sight, But Not Out of Mind,’’ in
the July 1977 issue of the ‘‘Philatelist.’’
The block of nine with the 99R2 in the
center was not in Siegel’s rarity sale
in 1977, but in H.R. Harmer’s Lou
Grunin sale of December 1976 where
it brought the $65,000 you mention.

Bernard D. Harmer

New York, N.Y.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB

22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

Ira S. Zweifach
Alex Rendon
TEOUES: CEITITYIN o015 5ot s ot o o s vt it 31 5% Secretary

.................................. President
................................ Vice President

.................................. Treasurer

Governors

Class of 1977
Ernest A. Kehr
Abbot Lutz

Alex Rendon

F. Burton Sellers
Philip Silver

Ira Zweifach

Class of 1978

H. D. S. Haverbeck
Norman S. Hubbard
William H. Miller, Jr.
Robert P. Odenweller
John D. Dowd

Ernest E. Fricks

Class of 1979
Herbert J. Bloch
John R. Boker, Jr.
Albert H. Higgins
Louis Grunin
Bernard D. Harmer
Ernest Wilkens

Trustees
H. D. S. Haverbeck

John R. Boker, Jr. Philip Silver

1977 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 2 — UNITED STATES, 1861-68 ISSUES, William K. Herzog,
Saginaw, Michigan
November 16 — HONG KONG & WORLD WAR II, Peter Shek, Staten
Island, N.Y.
December 7 — WAR COVER CLUB, Theo Van Dam, Moderator
December 21 — BOARD of GOVERNORS' OPEN HOUSE
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NEW GENERAL POST OFFICE, ST. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND.

THE LONDON POST OFFICE

A fascinating piece of early philatelic history, this detailed
dissertation on British mail and the London Post Office in
Victorian times comes from “Knight’s Cyclopaedia of London
which appeared in 1851. Its writer is unknown.

Of all the public departments under
the direction and management of the
State, the Post Office is at once the most
popular and the most interesting in its
operation and influence. In consequence
of recent changes, it can scarcely be any
longer regarded as an engine of taxation,
but its vast machinery is put into action
almost solely for the advantage of the
public. In its social influence, such an
institution is only second in value and
importance to the art of writing. If the
millions of letters which it is now em-
ployed in transmitting from one part of
the earth to another—from kingdom to
kingdom, from the metropolis to the
most obscure hamlet, and from the latter
to the antipodes—were suddenly de-
prived of the means of reaching their
destination, and all the resources for
accomplishing this end were to be bro-
ken up, the whole world would be
thrown backward in civilisation, and all
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the springs by which it is urged onward
would lose some portion of their elastic-
ity. Such a prospect need not, however,
be contemplated.

The days before the Post were days
when those who left their houses, for
distant parts of England, were more
separated from their friends than the
North American emigrant of our own
times. The transmission of intelligence
across the Atlantic is now an easier thing
than the old conveyance of a letter two
hundred miles, upon a cross road. The
historian of Craven, speaking of 1609,
says, ‘‘at this time the communication
between the north of England and the
universities was kept up by carriers, who
pursued their tedious but uniform route
with whole trains of pack-horses. To
their care were consigned not only the
packages, but frequently the persons, of
young scholars. It was through their
medium, also, that epistolary corre-



spondence was managed; and as they
always visited London, a letter could
scarcely be exchanged between York-
shire and Oxford in less time than a
month.’”” Charles I. seems, in 1635, to
have resolved to remedy this evil, by the
establishment of the home post office. In
his proclamation of that year he says,
that there had been no certain intercourse
between England and Scotland; and he
therefore commands a running post to be
established between London and Edin-
burgh, to go thither and come back again
in six days; and for other roads there are
promised the same advantages. In 1660
the General Post Office was established
by act of parliament; and all letters were
to be sent through this office, ‘‘except
such letters as shall be sent by coaches,
common known carriers of goods by
carts, waggons, and pack-horses, and
shall be carried along with their carts,
waggons, and pack-horses respective-
ly.”” The Postmaster-General and his
deputies, under this statute, and no other
person or persons, ‘‘shall provide and
prepare horses and furniture to let to hire
unto all thorough posts and persons rid-
ing in post, by commission or without, to
and from all and every the places of
England, Scotland, and Ireland, where
any post-roads are.”” We find, by vari-
ous clauses of this act, that the Post-
master was also to furnish a guide with a
horn to such as ride post,—that he was to
furnish horses within half an hour after
demand,—and that if he could not ac-
complish this, persons might hire a horse
where they could, and sue the Post-
master for a penalty. The country Post-
master was an ancient functionary, who
had long been in the habit of attending to
the wants of those who bore letters in-
scribed ‘‘Haste, haste, post haste.”” He
was generally an innkeeper. Taylor, the
water poet, in his ‘Penniless Pilgrimage’
from London to Scotland, in 1618, has
described one that might rival any
Boniface on record.

The history of the modern Post Office
may be divided into three distinct
periods: 1st, before 1784; 2nd, from that
year to 1839; and 3rd, from 1839 to the
present time. In the first period the bags
were conveyed on horseback or in light
carts, and the robbery of the post was one
of the most common of the higher class
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of offences. The service was very ineffi-
ciently performed, and the rate of travel-
ling did not often exceed four miles an
hour. A time-bill for the year 1717 has
been preserved, addressed ‘‘to the sev-
eral postmasters betwixt London and
East Grinstead.’’ It is headed ‘‘Haste,
haste, post haste!’’ from which it might
be inferred that extraordinary expedition
was not only enforced, but would be
accomplished. The mails, conveyed
either on horseback or in a cart, departed
““from the letter-office in London, July
7th, 1717, at half-an-hour past two in the
morning,’’ and reached East Grinstead,
distant forty-six miles, at half an hour
after three in the afternoon. There were
stoppages of half an hour each at Epsom,
Dorking, and Reigate, and of a quarter of
an hour at Leatherhead, so that the rate
of travelling, exclusive of stoppages,
was a fraction above four miles an hour.
But even nearly fifty years afterwards,
and on the great roads, five miles an hour
was considered as quite ‘‘going
a-head.”” ‘‘Letters are conveyed in so
short a time, by night as well as by day,
that every twenty-four hours the post
goes one hundred and twenty miles, and
may be had from a place three hundred
miles from London.’’ Letters were de-
spatched from London to all parts of
England and Scotland three times a
week, and to Wales twice a week; but
‘‘the post goes every day to those places
where the court resides, as also to the
several stations and rendezvous of his
Majesty’s fleet, as the Downs and
Spithead; and to Tunbridge during the
season for drinking the waters.’’ This
state of things existed until Mr. Palmer’s
plan for extending the efficiency of the
Post Office began to be adopted in 1784.
To him we owe ‘‘The Mail.”’

Sixty years ago was this great engine
of our civilisation first set in motion.
Before Mr. Palmer suggested his im-
provements to the Government, letters
sent by the post, which left Bath on
Monday night, were not delivered in
London till Wednesday afternoon. The
London post of Monday night did not
reach Worcester, Birmingham, or Nor-
wich, till Wednesday morning, and Exe-
ter on the Thursday morning. A letter
from London to Glasgow, before 1788,

351



I “10A—98

THE OLD POST OFFICL, IN LOMBARD STREET, ABOUT 1809,

was five days on the road. The letter-
bags were carried by boys on horseback;
and the robbery of the mail was, of
course, SO common an occurrence, that
no safety whatever could be secured in
the transmission of money. The high-
wayman was the great hero of the travel-
ling of that day. But on the 2nd of
August, 1784, the first mail-coach left
London for Bristol; and from that even-
ing, till the general establishment of the
railway system, the mail was one of the
wonders and glories of our country and
the age.

The era of mail-coaches embraces
about half a century. Their origin,
maturity, and perfection, and gradual
displacement by the railways, all took
place within that short period. In 1836
there were fifty-four four-horse mails in
England, thirty in Ireland, and ten in
Scotland. The number of pair-horse
mails in England was forty-nine. Their
average speed in England was nine
miles, all but a forlong, per hour, includ-
ing stoppages. Starting from London at
eight o’clock in the evening, the mail
reached Exeter, 170 miles, in sixteen
hours and thirty-four minutes;
Holyhead, 261 miles, in twenty-seven
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hours; Galsgow, 396 miles, in forty-two
hours; Edinburgh, 399 miles, in forty-
two hours and a half. The number of
miles travelled by the mails in England
and Scotland, in 1838, was above seven
millions, equal to a circuit round the
globe, every day in the year. The English
mail-coach was strongly characteristic
of the national energy and spirit, and
also of the national taste. In 1837 the
number which left London every night
was twenty-seven, travelling in the
aggregate above 5500 miles before they
reached their respective destinations.

We now come to a new era, which has
had a most important influence on the
arrangements of the Post Office. In 1836
the stamp-duty on newspapers was re-
duced from fourpence to one penny. The
circulation of the London and provincial
papers together has enormously in-
creased since this change; and a large
proportion of the total number is sent
through the Post Office. Here is so much
additional work to be got through. The
Penny Postage came into operation on
the 10th January, 1840; and the number
of letters passing through the Post Of-
fices of the United Kingdom has risen
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from 1,500,000 per week to 7,239,962
in the week ending Feb. 21, 1850.

The old Post Office in Lombard Street
was a cumbrous and inconvenient mass
of buildings, ill adapted to the great
increase which had taken place in the
business of the department. It was at
length determined to erect a building
expressly for affording the conveniences
and facilities required; and in 1815 an act
was passed authorising certain Commis-
sioners to select a site, and to make the
necessary arrangements for this pur-
pose. The situation chosen was at the
junction of St. Martin’s-le-Grand with
Newgate Street. Compensation was
granted to the parties whom it was neces-
sary to remove: their houses were pulled
down; and the first stone of the new
building was laid in May, 1824. On the
23rd of September, 1829, it was com-
pleted and opened for the transaction of
business. It is about 389 feet long, 130
wide, and sixty-four feet high. The front
is composed of three portions, of the
Ionic order, one of four columns being
placed at each end; and one of six col-
umns, forming the centre, is surmounted
by a pediment. The other parts of the
building are entirely plain. The public
entrances are on the east and west fronts,
which open into a hall eighty feet long,
by about sixty wide, divided into a
centre and two isles by two ranges of six
columns of the Ionic, standing upon
pedestals of granite; and on each side of
the hall are corresponding pilasters of
the same order. There is a tunnel under-
neath the hall by which the letters are
conveyed, by ingenious mechanical
means, between the northern and south-
ern divisions of the building.

On entering the hall from the principal
front, the offices on the right hand are
appropriated to the departments of the
Receiver-General, the Accountant-
General (up stairs), and the London Dis-
trict (late Twopenny Post) Office. On
the left are the Newspaper, Inland, Ship,
and Foreign Letter Offices. A staircase
at the eastern end of this aisle leads to the
Dead, Mis-sent, and Returned Letter
Offices. The Inland Office, in the north-
ern portion of the building, is 88 feet
long, 56 wide, and 28 high; and there is a
vestibule in the eastern front where the
letter-bags are received, and whence
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they are despatched from and to the
mails. The Letter-Carriers’ Office ad-
joins the Inland Office, and is 103 feet
long, 35 wide, and 33 feet high. The
business of assorting the letters and
newspapers for delivery and for dispatch
into the country is carried on in these two
offices. The whole building is warmed
by means of heated air, and the passages
and offices are lighted by about a
thousand Argand burners.

We now proceed to give the regu-
lations of the Post Office in the official
terms:

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

General post letters are charged by
weight, as follows:—Letters not exceed-
ing % oz., one postage; not exceeding 1
oz., two postages; and so on, adding two
postages for every ounce; but par-
liamentary papers are an exception. The
price of a postage is 1d., which must be
pre-paid by a stamp, or it will be charged
double, and if the weight of the letter
should exceed the value of the stamps
attached, the excess will be charged
double: thus, aletter weighing more than
half an ounce, but not exceeding an
ounce, if bearing 1d. stamp only, will be
charged an additional 2d. on delivery.
Shilling stamps and tenpenny stamps are
also now issued.

Newspapers, to go the same day, must
be put into the General Post Office be-
fore six o’clock; but those put in before
half-past seven o’clock will go the same
evening by paying a halfpenny with
each. In the branch offices they must be
put in before half-past five, and at the
receiving houses before five. They must
be sent in covers, open at the sides, and,
to go free, no words or communication
must be printed on such paper after the
;ame shall have been published, nor any
writing or marks upon such printed pa-
per, or the cover thereof, other than the
name and address of the person to whom
it is sent; but, by affixing a stamp con-
spicuously on the cover, the paper itself
may be written on, but this exemption
does not apply to papers sent abroad. If
addressed to persons who have removed,
they may be re-directed, and sent free of
extra charge. Failure in these conditions
subjects the paper to the same rate of
postage as an unpaid letter. Single books
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may also be sent by post, open at the
ends, at the rate of 6d. per pound, which
must be pre-paid by stamps, every frac-
tion being reckoned as a pound.

British newspapers sent to foreign
countries (where they are permitted to go
free through the foreign post) go free:
but if otherwise, they are charged a
British postage of 2d. each; or a rate
equivalent to the foreign rate. French
and Belgian newspapers are subject to a
postage in England of one halfpenny.
English papers pay in France a postage
of five centimes.

Letters exceeding 4 oz. in weight must
be pre-paid in money or in stamps. With
this restriction, any weight may be sent
by post; but the packet must not exceed
two feet in length, and nothing should be
posted which will not bear the crush in
the letter bags.

The rate of postage for Parliamentary
Papers is 1d. for every 4 oz. They may be
also sent to Hamburgh, Bremen, or
Liibeck, via Hamburgh, open at the ends
and pre-paid, if not exceeding 2 oz. for
1d, ; above 2 oz. and not exceeding 3 oz.
for 6d.; above 3 oz. and not exceeding 4
oz. for 8d; and 2d. per oz. extra up to 16
oz.

Letters containing coin or articles of
value are recommended to be registered.
Such letters and any others may be regis-
tered at any of the receiving-houses in
London till five o’clock for the evening
mail, and at any post-office in the coun-
try until within half an hour of the clos-
ing of the bag to the place for which they
are directed. The fee in any case in Great
Britain is 6d. and the postage, and to
France 6d. and double the French post-
age. Such letters bearing a sufficient
number of stamps will pass as paid let-
ters, but the registration fee must in
every case be paid in money.

FOREIGN LETTERS.

Foreign letters, when transmitted by
packet, will be liable to the single rates
of packet postage as given in a Table
issued monthly by the Post Office.

The single uniform rate on letters
between the United Kingdom and places
beyond sea (Hamburgh and Liibeck ex-
cepted, to which the postage is 6d.
only), when conveyed by private ship
will be 84., Holland 1s., in whatever
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part of the United Kingdom they may be
posted or delivered. The rate of 84. must
be taken on letters between the United
Kingdom and the East Indies, &c., when
conveyed by private ship.

It is clearly to be understood that the
single rates of postage given in the above
instructions are applicable only to letters
not exceeding half an ounce in weight.
Letters exceeding half an ounce advance
in proportion to their weight.

It must however, be borne in mind that
this scale does not apply to French and
Belgian rates on letters to and from
France, Belgium, and through France,
as the present system of charging French
rates on such letters must continue in
force, namely, a single French rate for
each quarter of an ounce exclusive. Let-
ters to and from warm climates are rec-
ommended to be sealed with wafers in-
stead of wax.

Mails made up in London as
follows:—Via London—France, twice
daily: till seven P.M. Belgium, daily.
Holland every Wednesday and Saturday:
Letters received till half-past eight A.M.
Germany and the north part of Europe on
the evenings of Tuesday and Friday: Via
Southampton—Channel Islands, Tues-
day, Thursday, and Saturday: Portugal,
Madeira (via Lisbon), Spain and Gibral-
tar, on the 7th, 17th, and 27th of every
month. Gibraltar, Malta, Greece, Ionian
Islands, Egypt, Ceylon, and India, the
20th of every month. British West Indies
(except Honduras and Bermuda),
Foreign West Indies (except Havana),
Venezuela, and Jacmel (Hayti), 2nd and
17th of every month. Nassau, Havana,
Honduras, 17th, Vera Cruz, Tampico,
2nd, and St. Juan (Porto Rico), 2nd and
17th of every month. Madeira, Grey
Town (St. Juan de Nicaragua), 2nd and
17th New Granada, Chili, and Peru, on
the 17th of every month only. Via
Liverpool-British N. America, and
United States. There are now two lines
of packets, one British and one Ameri-
can, and letters are sent by the first that
starts; Saturday is the usual day, but
there is occasionally an extra one on a
Wednesday. One of the United States
packets that communicates with Ham-
burgh calls at Southampton in and out.



LONDON DISTRICT POST.

The principal office is at the General
Post Office.

Letters going from one Part of the Town
to another, if put into the

Receiving Offices—at % bef. 8, 10,
12AM.,1,2,3,4,5,6,8PM, or

Chief Office—at 9, 11 A.M., % bef.
1,2,3,4,5, 6, and at 7 and 9 P.M.
Will be sent out—at 10, 12 AM., 1,2, 3,
4,5,6, 8P.M., and at 8 A.M. following
morn.

The above deliveries are confined to
London; and in the environs, within a
circle of three miles, including Cam-
berwell, Camden Town, Dalston,
Hackney, Holloway, Islington, Kent
Road (Old), Kennington, Kentish
Town, Kingsland, Newington Butts,
Pentonville, Shacklewell, South Lam-
beth, Somers Town, Vauxhall, and
Walworth, there are six deliveries a day,
and letters posted in London before six
are delivered the same evening. All
places within six miles of the General
Post Office have letters delivered the
same evening if posted before five
o’clock at the receiving-houses, or be-
fore a quarter to six at the chief office.
The district extends twelve miles round
London, but includes Hampton Court,
Hampton, and Sunbury, though beyond
the limits; and the number of deliveries
vary from five to two. Formerly the
stranger might wander a long time in
search of a receiving-house, and he
might be compelled to pass one intended
only for the reception of letters for the
country, but for seven or eight years the
situation of the receiving-houses has
been indicated by a plate of tin affixed to
the nearest lamp-post, on which is
shown the street number of such house, a
crown being conspicuously placed at the
top of the lamp. The keepers of the
receiving-houses are shopkeepers, who
were formerly paid according to the
number of letters they received, but they
have now fixed salaries, usually varying
from £5 to £40, though a few, where the
duties are heavier, receive considerably
more.

MORNING MAILS.

For the Morning Mails the letter boxes
at the receiving-houses are open till
seven A.M. for newspapers, and three-
quarters past seven A.M. for let-
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ters; and those at the Branch Offices,
Charing Cross, Old Cavendish Street,
and the Borough, for the reception of
newspapers until half-past seven A.M.,
and for letters at half-past eight A.M.
Mails dispatched at half-past nine A.M.
Letters and newspapers for Ireland,
posted at any receiving office before
two, or any branch office before three,
or at St. Martin’s-le-Grand by half-past
three, are dispatched at five, and reach
Dublin early on the following morning.

EVENING MAILS.

The receiving houses are open for
general post letters till half-past five, or
till six P.M., if the letters be pre-paid by
stamps, and bear an additional 1d. stamp
as a fee; and at St. Martin’s-le-Grand
and the Branch Offices at Charing Cross,
Old Cavendish Street, Stones’ End,
Southwark, and Lombard Street, till six
without fee; at the first three Branch
Offices till a quarter to seven; at Lom-
bard Street and the General Post Office,
St. Martin’s-le-Grand, till seven, with
an additional 1d. stamp; and at St.
Martin’s-le-Grand till half-past seven
P.M. with a fee of 6d. The extra penny on
but upon forelgn colomal or shlp letters
the penny must be paid in money.

On a Saturday the number of letters
dispatched into the country is above a
hundred thousand, and there are as many
newspapers. Each of the receiving-
houses contributes its proportion, those
from the greatest distance being received
by horse-posts and mail-carts, which
call at each office along their respective
lines of road, and arrive at the central
office between five and six o’clock. At
five o’clock the receiving-houses in the
three-mile district close, and at six
o’clock the four principal branch offices
are closed for the evening’s dispatch. A
minute or two before the boxes are
closed for the receipt of newspapers, the
late editions of the evening papers, with
an account of the proceedings in Parlia-
ment, and of other events which have
transpired before seven o’clock, are
brought on horseback in bags; and it
often happens that intelligence reaches
Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, and
other great towns as far north as Lancas-
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ter, distant two hundred and forty miles
from the metropolis, which the merchant
or tradesman who has retired to his house
at Hampstead, Highgate, or Norwood,
does not hear of until a later period on the
following morning. The great exertions
for effecting the dispatch of the mails are
crowded into the two or three preceding
hours. The appearance of the large hall a
few minutes before six is very striking.
Men and boys with sacks of newspapers
pour in in a continued stream; the news-
paper window is raised for their recep-
tion, and one or two porters inside empty
the contents into large baskets, which
are wheeled forward for sorting, and
pitch the bags outside to their owners.
Within three or four minutes of the time
for closing, the discharge of bags into
the office-window, and the hurling of
those which are emptied, take place as
fast as it is possible for the two or three
porters inside to perform the operation.
When the clock has finished the sixth
stroke the window descends as if it were
impelled by a powerful spring. At the
same instant all the letter-boxes close as
if by some similar means. The scene
there is as animated as at the newspaper
window.

Before an attempt is made to assort the
letters, they are placed with the address
uppermost, and stamped at the rate of
two hundred a minute. They are then
assorted in about twenty great divisions,
all those letters which are intended for a
particular series of roads constituting
one division. While this process is going
on, the letters already placed in their
proper division are taken to other tables,
where other sorters are employed; they
are then classed according to the sepa-
rate roads, and next according to the
different post-towns, for which bags are
made up, and which are about seven
hundred in number. The newspapers
merely require to be faced and sorted.
Every letter and newspaper passes more
than once through the hands of the sor-
ters, and about three hundred persons are
engaged as sorters, including a consid-
erable number of letter-carriers. An ac-
count is taken of the unpaid letters to be
sent to the postmaster of each town, and
the bags are then sealed up.

As the clock strikes eight the sacks
with the letters and newspapers are

356

dragged into the Post Office yard, and
put into the mail-carts and omnibuses.
The total weight of the newspapers and
letters dispatched on a Saturday night,
including the bags, is above eight tons.
Omnibuses, or accelerators, proceed to
the stations of the various railways. On
the arrival of the accelarators at the
stations, the servants of the Company
carry the bags to a large vehicle, sixteen
feet long, seven and a half wide, and six
and a half feet high, fitted up as a sorting
room, with counters and desks, and
neatly labelled pigeon-holes. This is the
Railway Post Office. While the train is
proceeding at a speed of twenty-five or
thirty miles an hour, a couple of clerks
are engaged in sorting letters and arrang-
ing the bags for the different towns. By
an ingenious contrivance, letter-bags are
taken up while the train is at full speed.
They are suspended from a cross-post
close to the line, and as the train passes
the bag is caught by a projecting ap-
paratus, which drops it into a net hung
from the exterior of the Railway Post
Office. Bags for delivery are simply
dropped as the train passes. The bag
taken up is examined, and the letters for
places onward are put into the proper
bags, which are left during the passing of
the train. The same process goes on in
the day-mail, and the services of many
clerks are required for the day and night
work. In 1717, and for above half a
century afterwards, a week would have
elapsed before a reply could be received
in London to a letter addressed to a
person at Lancaster. Now a letter may be
written to the latter place on one day, and
an answer received to it on the next day.
It is not only the internal means of
communication which have been accel-
erated, but the change has been com-
plete. Letters are conveyed in eleven
days from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to Lon-
don; and from London to Bombay in
thirty-one days. There are lines of
steam-boats from England to Halifax
and Boston; to the West India Islands;
and to India by the Mediterranean and
Red Seas. The post has become the
safest and quickest of all modes of con-
veyance.

The business of the General Post Of-
fice commences at six o’clock in the
morning, by which time all the mails



have arrived. There are about seven
hundred bags to be opened, and as many
accounts of unpaid letters to be checked.
It is said that expert persons will open a
bag and check the account in a minute
and a half. The letters are then sorted
into districts, and afterwards into
“‘walks’’ corresponding to the districts
of actual delivery. A bill is made out
against each letter-carrier, and the whole
number start at the same time. The
letter-carriers whose walks are farthest
from the office are conveyed by ac-
celerators or omnibuses as near as possi-
ble to the scene of their duties, dropping
them one by one in rapid succession. The
effect of this excellent arrangement is to
give the most distant parts of the town
nearly the same advantages as those in
the immediate vicinity of the Post Of-
fice. The work is so subdivided that the
deliveries are finished in from one hour
and a half to two hours. The dispatch of
letters to the suburbs, and villages, and
towns not included within the limits of
the General Post delivery, but comprised
within the twelve mile boundary, is ef-
fected by the horse posts and mail-carts,
which leave the bags at different offices,
where letter carriers are in waiting to
deliver the letters, or to take the bags to
the respective receiving-houses to which
they are subordinate, and which are in
many cases at a distance from the line of
road traversed by the mail-cart or horse
post.

There is one department of the Gen-
eral Post Office to which we have not
alluded, which has lately become of
great importance. This is the Money-
Order Office. A few years ago the busi-
ness was transacted in apartments at a
house in Noble Street, a little distance
east of St. Martin’s-le-Grand, and sub-
sequently it was transferred to offices in
the present building, but it was again
removed to a large building in Al-
dersgate Street, a little north of the Gen-
eral Post Office, and on the opposite side
of the way. About five years ago, the
cost of transmitting a few shillings to a
place 160 miles distant was 2s. 2d., the
order being on a separate paper, which
rendered the enclosure liable to double
postage. Money orders for sums under
£5 are now granted by every post-town
upon every other post-town in the United
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Kingdom, on application at the various
offices; and also by and upon certain
offices in the metropolis, of which the
postmasters are furnished with a list, for
which a commission of 3d., for Two
Pounds, and 6d. for any sum above Two
Pounds and not exceeding Five Pounds,
is charged. They must be presented for
payment within the second calendar
month after their issue or a fresh order
will be charged for, and within the
twelfth calendar month, or they will not
be paid at all. Post Office Orders are
recommended for small sums; and, if
neither that nor registration be adopted,
that all bills, notes, &c., be cut in
halves, and sent by different posts; the
numbers, dates, &c., should also be
carefully taken. No money orders are
issued or paid on a Sunday. A money
order granted upon London, without
specifying any particular office in Lon-
don, can only be paid at the General Post
Office in St. Martin’s-le-Grand. Where
personal attendance is inconvenient
payment may be obtained by receipting
the order and giving the bearer informa-
tion as to the Christian name, surname,
and occupation of the person who ob-
tained the order. The total number of
Post Office orders issued and paid in
1849, in England and Wales, was
4,248,891, and the amount was
£8,152,643.

We cannot conclude without a tribute
to the admirable management of the Post
Office in this country. It has in a great
measure ceased to be an engine of taxa-
tion; and within the last few years a
series of improvements have been
adopted which renders the institution a
most valuable auxiliary in the diffusion,
both directly and indirectly, of most
important moral advantages.

Postal historians will find the com-
panion piece to ‘‘The London Post Of-
fice’’ that appeared in the July 1975
issue of ‘‘The Collectors Club
Philatelist’”” of special interest. That
article from ‘‘Scribner’s Magazine’’ of
May, 1878, describes the inner workings
of the New York post office of the time,
the dedication to duty and the sincere
effort to serve of the men who worked the
mail there in those halycon days of long
ago.
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Further Notes on the Stamps of the

Native States of India
H. D. S. Haverbeck

Charkhari

Some time ago I was fortunate enough
to acquire a partion of the fine collection
of stamps of the Indian Native States
formed by the late R. F. Stoney of
Ootacamund. Among them was a page
of Charkhari stamps with manuscript
surcharges. There was a %2 a. on 1 pice
turquoise blue (Sg No. 16) and 1 aon Y
anna rose red (SG No. 17).

They were described as follows:
“‘These Provisionals were obtained from
Messers Ram Gopal and Co., Stamp
Dealers, of Alwar City, in August 1935,
and March 1936.

‘A reference to the State Authorities,
regarding their status, elicted the follow-
ing communication, dated the 11th Feb-
ruary, 1936, from the inspector of State
Post Offices, Charkhari State:—"I beg to
inform you that the stamps mentioned in

BUNDELIKHAND
wRgA g
# ANNA

your letter were issued in 1922 and 1930
and were official. Now all of them are
out of stock since the new pictorial
stamps were issued.’

“‘The above letter would appear to
vouch for the genuineness of these Pro-
visionals. They have not, however, been
noticed in Messrs Stanley Gibbons
Catalogue.

“‘I have not been able to ascertain
which was issued in 1922, and which in
1930, nor can I find out how many sheets
of each were issued.

‘“They are a curious departure from
the more normal practice of surcharging
a lower value on a stamp of a higher
denomination; this unusual practice
would lead to fraud, the more especially
as the surcharge is in manuscript.

“‘I have not been able to obtain any

Fig. 2
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entires bearing these Provisionals, nor
have I seen any used copies.

‘‘See my Article on Charkhari, pages
60 to 62, of Volume XLI, 1937, of the
Philatelic Journal of India.”’

Reference to the article mentioned,
showed there was little further to be
learned. The description of the sur-
charge tallies with the items
themselves—manuscript, rather neatly
done, applied in black ink. We further
learn that the inquiry to the Charkhari
State officials was made by Mr. E.
Franklin DeSouza, bringing another re-
spected philatelist into the picture. In the
closing paragraph of the article, Mr.
Stoney comments, ‘‘As they do not seem
to have been noticed, they are probably
not very common.’’

However, there is one outstanding
discrepancy between the description of
the %2a surcharge in the article and the
stamps which appeared on Mr. Stoney’s
album page. In the article he states, ‘I
have an unused upper left hand corner
block of 3 rows of 5 stamps of the first
item, and an unused strip of 3 from the
right margin of a sheet of the second.”’
The items themselves are illustrated
herewith (Fig. 1. The %a manuscript
surcharge: Fig. 2, The 1 a manuscript
surcharge.) From the illustration you
will be able to see that three rows of three

stamps to right of the originally de-
scribed block have been found at a later
date and added to the original find, so
that we now have three horizontal rows
of eight stamps making up the top three
rows of the post office sheet. It is also
interesting to note that the basic 1 pice
stamp is of the Die I printing made
between 1909 and 1911, while the basic
% anna stamp is from the printing from
Die II, made between 1912 and 1919. 1
would suggest that the % anna on 1 pice
stamp is the earlier of the two and could
be considered as the 1922 issue.

Another interesting point regarding
these stamps is that the Inspector of the
State Post Offices, Charkhari, was an
official of a currently operational State
postal service. He was making reference
to these stamps from currently available
records. This is a factor to consider in
appraising the validity of these provi-
sionals. Also, from the tone of the letter,
he was well aware of and respectful to
the small band of pioneer collectors of
the States Stamps.

All of the evidence that we have been
able to gather points to the legitimacy of
these provisional stamps. It is quite pos-
sibie that, with the greatly increased
interest in Philately in India today, more
information about these stamps will
come to light hopefully soon.

An Hitherto Unreported Essay for the State of Rajpipla.

In the year 1957, 1 compiled all
the philatelic information regarding
the State of Rajpipla then available.
It was published in ““The Collectors
Club Philatelist,”” Vol. XXVI, No.
6, page 295. Subsequently, I acquired
a large portion of a well known Da-
nish collection of India and neighbor-
ing countries which contained many
items that had not been previously rec-
orded in the literature. I had put these
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aside for further study and only recently
came across them again. Included, were
two impressions of what may be an essay
for the stamps of Rajpipla.

The impressions are on unwater-
marked wove paper. Fully gummed,
““SPECIMEN"’ is printed on the back,
diagonally in green ink. Perforated 11,
both are produced for the same denomin-
ation, 1 anna, and printed by typogrphy
in two colors. The central vignette, the

(Continued on page 376)
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FRENCH COLONIES, 1881-1891,

'\ COLONIES

The Alphée Dubois Issue

The Evolution of a Stamp and its use

Continued from page 312, Vol. 56, No. 5, Sept. 1977

by Robert G. Stone

The Sketches, Essays, and Proofs (contd.)

In none of these illustrations of the die
proofs are any surrounds shown; Maury
may have cut them off the proof sheets or
masked them in making the cuts for his
article, if there were any. But in the case
of the secondary dies, at least, there
could not have been any surrounds be-
cause the dies had been trimmed and
mounted on steel or brass bases, as was
customarily done by the printery from
1876 on. For the master-die proof, we
suspect that Maury either trimmed off or
masked the surround, or that the proof
was pulled after wiping the ink of the
surround from the die block, of after
laying a mask around the image. How-
ever, in my collection there are several
examples of proofs of this master die in
which the surround is fully or partially
present (Fig. 5). They reveal that the die
block was round, about 41 mm in diame-
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ter. Similar round die blocks were used
for the master dies of the Sage and
Mouchon types of France, of Tunisia
1888, and for the Colonies 1892 and
Guinea 1904 types. Evidently it was a
standard steel or brass block that the
Mint or printery furnished the engravers
to use. (Later the die blocks are all
square or rectangular). The die proofs
showing the surround of the die block
were generally ‘‘engraver’s proofs,’’
that is ones made by the engraver so he
can judge his work before submitting it
to the administration. They are often
messy and pulled on indifferent quality
papers, but some are struck on carton or
india paper and may be very clean with
or without surrounds. Undoubtedly, the
engraver and the printery made some
neat die proofs for imprimatur, presenta-
tion, and personal and official archives.



The Dubois master die was, according
to Maury, cut on steel; but it could have
been brass, as were some later French
dies. (Wood or copper would not hold up
in a coining press and secondary copies
from such would have to be made by
electrotypy through gutta percha mat-
rices.

Finally, Maury illustrates a die proof
with numeral space blank and in white
(Fig. 6). Maury’s remark about this
throws us into a fit of confusion. Con-
trary to what he has stated previously, he
suggests this proof may indicate that the
printery tried the system of cutting a hole
in the master die to allow the insertion of
movable numeral plugs (—a method
used for earlier French stamps, generally
given up after the trouble it caused in the
Sage die of 1876, though used again for
some Mouchon-type dies). Maury did
not put forth this suggestion very seri-
ously. If the supposition were correct,
this proof would be from the master die
after the numeral space had been drilled
out; it would be very unlikely, if not
impossible, to have a secondary die
drilled through. Rather, I believe, this
proof is from the first 25¢ secondary die,
which was rejected and later had the
numeral routed off to prevent its being
re-used by accident. If it were from an
intermediate transfer it would be in re-

cess and reversed. There is no other
reasonable explanation.

There are reports of only some of the
numerous color trials which must have
been made to allow the officials to
choose the printed colors; and of none of
plate proofs in odd colors made for
preparation of the make ready. How-
ever, two of the master-die proofs in my
collection (like Fig. 6) are in colors,
non-issued ones (red and violet), which
we think were made by the engraver and
not for official color trials. There are a
considerable number of imperforate
stamps known, often in blocks, in ap-
proximately issued colors and paper
tints. These could be from plate proofs
of the printery for some purpose or from
accidentally-unperforated sheets that
went out with the regular stocks—since
all denominations seem to occur, and
they are without gum, we suspect they
were cut from waste sheets stolen from
the printery (Fig. 6). Rather mystifying
are reports in the old literature of proofs
(some in pairs) in non-issued colors
perfed and gummed; Marconnet claimed
these were made by a faker in 1883 from
make-ready sheets or color trials.

The Granet reprints made of French
stamps and the Eagles in 1887 did not
include the Dubois. But there are two
very rare types of presentation proofs

Fig. 13. Formula post card, Guadeloupe 1880 issue, listing several 10c printed

rates. Here used with pair of 5c for local rate, Pointe-a-Pitre to Basse-Terre, 1884.
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Fig. 14. 10c Dubois post card, 1885 issue, used from Porto Novo, Benin (later
Dahomey), 1891, to Guatemala. As Benin colony, established in the mid-1880s,
was not yet fully ‘‘pacified,’’ use of the Dubois there is very scarce. 10c Dubois
postal cards, however, were much used in most colonies until the mid-1890s.

known. One is a double set—the so-
called ‘‘Regent’’ issue—of large-
margined ‘‘de-luxe’’ proofs of each de-
nomination in issued colors, one set with
and one set without the background
tints, on a thin carton paper, allegedly
made in 1889. The other is the so-called
*“simili-perfs’’ produced in 1900 in con-
nection with the exhibits for the Paris
Exposition. They were struck in panes of
25 for each denomination on smooth
white carboard, in issued colors with the
proper tint block underneath. The perfo-
rations are imitated by an overprint in
sepia. Only a few sets were made, at least
one of which has been cut up and dis-
persed among collectors (Fig. 7).

It cannot be claimed that all these
imperfs and presentation proofs add any-
thing to our understanding of the evolu-
tion of the stamp; they are curiosities of
the afterbirth.

Maury writes of the laborious diffi-
culty of relief-type engraving, of the
long time it took from design to stamp
production, and of the great cost of the
design-to-plate stage alone—he esti-
mates 20,000 francs, a lot of money in
1880! Although Maury had said the
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Dubois engraving gave ‘‘good results in
the printing,”’ he did not fail to observe
that the printed stamps were much de-
graded from the fineness of the original
dies—a truism about typo work that he
harped on for many years in his maga-
zine. If the stamps had not been printed
on deeply tinted papers, one might be
inclined to agree that the engraving did
not come out too badly in printing.
The question of the meaning of
Dubois’ allegory has intrigued genera-
tions of commentators and catalogers.
The general opinion that it represents
““Commerce’’ is an obvious deduction
from the overcharge of its various sym-
bols scattered around—the ship, the an-
chor, the casks and bales, and the horn of
plenty. The figure, called the ‘‘seated
goddess’’ (déese assise) by Marconnet
(1897) and by many later French catalog-
ers and writers, is rather reminiscent of
the seated ‘‘Liberty’’—figure found in
many French official cachets, telephone
and revenue stamps of the Republican
regimes, and related to the Ceres and
Marianne motifs. Naturally she would
have to wave the tricolor, which led
many patriotic French collectors to think



Fig. 15. Local letter, Macouba to St. Pierre, Martinique, 1891,
with 15¢ Dubois stamp. These internal letters with Dubois
stamps are rather scarce to rare, especially from small postof-
fices. Macouba, a sugar-plantation-distillery hamlet on the
north coast of Martinique was destroyed by the eruption of Mt.
Pelé in 1902. The local rate was 2oc until 1885. It was then
reduced to 15c¢, leaving large useless stocks of the 20c on hand
which were later surcharged.

Fig. 16. A 15¢ Dubois letter card of 1885 with 10c stamp added to make the 25¢
UPU rate, Conakry, Rivieres du Sud, 1892 to Germany—commercial use with
message inside and perforated selvage intact, an unusual state in which to find
these cards. Rivieres du Sud was the name of the later French Guinea territory
during the 1885-91 period. Use of Dubois there was very limited. Dubois
letter-cards were popular in most colonies, though many ‘‘used’’ ones are
philatelic. (Dubois envelopes were relatively little used compared to the cards.)
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Fig. 17. From Papeete, Tahiti, to France 1884 with the 25¢ yellow, 2nd printing.
From a census we made of all recorded covers of the General Issues from Tahiti it
appears, surprisingly, that Dubois-stamped covers are no more common than

Eagles covers—about 30 of each!

the figure merely represents (Vive) “‘La
France,”” Maury even has described it as
‘‘déese au drapeau.’’ Dr. Bouvet took
particular note of the olive wreath
around her head and the olive branch in
her hand. He thinks this symbolizes
“‘Peace,’”’ as in various other French
stamps. Bouvet also sees a resemblance
in this to the Britannia type of Trinidad
and to the Grasset type of Indochina.
“‘Peace’” was something of a fetish in
the Victorian era, the necessary ac-
companinment of ‘‘Commerce.”” The
Sage design of France 1876-99 sym-
bolized ‘‘Peace and Commerce.’’ Alphé
Dubois also designed the 1892 Colonies
type which, though officially designated
as ‘‘Commerce and Navigation,’” has its
seated laurel-crowned figure on the left
holding a flag and a sailing mast. Does it
suggest that Dubois, a medal and coin
designer from way back, had a one-track
inspiration? Moreover, the use of the
two figures in the 1892 type seems to be
a thinly disguised copying of the Sage
design of 1876. Is it poverty of imagina-
tion? Or just pandering to popular taste?

Recalling that j. Chaplain was one of
the four artists who submitted sketches
for the 1881 issue, we were surprised to
discover that Maury once illustrated an

essay by Chaplain which Maury stated
was intended for a new Colonies issue in
the late 1870s (Fig. 8). Was this the
design that Chaplain submitted in 1879?
This essay is little known, not mentioned
anywhere else in the literature. The style
is medallion with a head of Ceres. It
would have made a better stamp than
Dubois’ but probably was too much like
the classic Ceres type of France to appeal
to the post-1876 officials.

What happened to the original Dubois
sketches and model which Maury
owned? They came ultimately into the
beautiful Durrieux Collection of classics
of France, French Colonies, and the
World, which was dispersed at public
auction 25-27 Oct. 1972 at the Hotel
Drouot in Paris (cat. prepared by
Roumet). Therein we note lot 506 de-
scribed as ‘‘Three designs of the type
Alphée Dubois, original maquettes of
the artist.”” It sold for only 280 Fr—we
hope thay found a good home. They
should be in the Postal Museum. The
description as ‘‘three designs’’ leads me
to believe that the lot included, perhaps,
the intermediate-size reduced model
which Dubois prepared or a proof of it,
or else some trial sketch which Maury
did not have in his possession.

(To Be Continued)
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SAMOA
The Palm Trees Issues, 1886-1900

By Robert Odenweller

Continued from page 304, Vol. 56, No. 5, Sept. 1977

RATES

Perhaps the most elusive element of the Palm Trees Postal History is a definitive
knowledge of rates and when they changed. In an earlier attempt®* at observing some
pattern from the rates, I found a formidable obstacle in the form of the chronic problem
with this issue - a lack of material from which to be able to draw any conclusions.
Compounded by the lack of year dates on at least the fronts of the covers, much of the
early information gathering was more frustrating than useful as the only available
material was often in the form of illustrations or in exhibitions in which the remarks on
the reverse remained unobserved. It was not until I was able to observe a significant
number of covers in three major holdings in addition to mine that the pattern began to
emerge.

What had been obscure until that time suddenly became much more sharply
delineated and, more importantly, unequivocal. Two distinct elements of the early
covers fell into a non-overlapping pattern of characteristics when all such covers were
put into order in a chronological list. These elements, the basic Samoan rate and the
equivalent U.S. postage, with particular emphasis on those stamps which comprised
the latter, may be assigned to a very specific range of dates in which each occurred.
(Table IV) When compared at the same time with type, color and condition of the Apia
C.D.S. it may be seen that it is possible to assign with reasonable confidence a year date
to covers or fronts which otherwise bear none. Indeed, upon occasion only two of these
are necessary for a positive assignment.

It now remains to examine the various rates and changes as they have thus far been
observed. Though available for release and possibly used in 1886, there is no cover yet
recorded prior to the one sent on March 2, 1887 (Fig. 29) which is one of two known
prior to the introduction of the perf. 12 x 11% stamps in July of that year. Though
neither of these bears U.S. stamps, the due markings on the other (not illustrated) make
the % ounce rate 6d, which was the equivalent of 5¢.

The reverse of the earliest cover bears the manuscript annotation ‘‘Weighed at P.O.
Birmingham and found to be under 1% oz.”’ This would lead one to believe that by the
two shillings rate observed on the cover, Davis found it to be between 12 and2 oz., ora
quadruple rate cover. The Birmingham Post Office, perhaps in the act of forwarding the
letter, reweighed the cover and noted the discrepancy on the reverse. It is a shame that
the cover is reduced at the left, as there is sufficient space there to have borne equivalent
U.S. postage, although it is questionable whether such was available at that early date.
The % manuscript marking and circled *“T’’ also indicate postage due (4 times 5d
sterling) which would presumably not have been the case had U.S. postage been
present. The second cover, also to England, bears 6d Samoan postage (2d and 4d, perf
12%) with 5d sterling indicated as due. All subsequent covers for almost two years,
however, bear equivalent U.S. postage. The third cover possessing a philatelic element
by choice of the stamps used to make up the rate, is to Sicily, with an unusual
(non-rate?) combination of 8d = 15¢. The final of the four earliest covers (Fig. 49) is

540p cit. Postal History, Philympia edition
November 1977 365



TABLE IV

Rate Type CDS U.S. stamps
1886
6d = 5¢ type 2 Scott 205, 209
1887
1888
(May-Aug) 3d = 5¢ (Mar) Scott 216
1889
1890
1891 (Nov) Scott 221-223, 226
1892 2%d = 5¢ (Nov) type 3,
clear blue black
clear blue

dry dark blue
1893 blotchy purplish black
1894 watery purplish black
1895 2%d = 3¢ (Aug) type 4, purple

black
(Mar) type 5, black

(Apr 18) blue

(Jun 13) black
1896
1900

one sent to France which again bears the 6d rate with the equivalent 5¢ in U.S. postage
which remained the standard rate for approximately eight years.

The first four recorded covers all bear the perf 12% stamps, the last of these having
been sent within days before or possibly after the receipt of the 6d value by Davis. It is
significant to note, however, that every cover mailed from that point on until the rate
changed, bore at least one of the 6d stamps (one cover, a 5x rate, shows a pair of 1/-perf
12% and the 6d perf 12 x 11% rather than the 2/6 stamp, which might have been the only
real chance for that stamp to have been correctly used singly. The U.S. stamps used in
conjunction with the 6d rate were initially the 1882 issues of the 5¢ yellow brown
Garfield (Scott #205) and the 10¢ brown reengraved Jefferson (Scott #209). (Fig. 50,
also see Fig 30A, B.) The type 2 Apia CDS used through 1891 will be found on all of
these covers.

The U.S. 5¢ stamp was changed from the yellow brown to the indigo of the same
design (Scott #216) in late April 1888. Certainly the single rate would be the most
common so it would be logical that the 5¢ stamps would be more easily stocked as well
as more in demand. The less used 10¢ stamp, reserved for the double and higher
multiple weights continued beyond the replacement date for the 5S¢ as a replacement for
the 10¢ value was not available until February 1890. In any case, there are no covers
recorded bearing this stamp (or needing it) after March 1889 and until January 1891.
The final recorded cover showing the 6d = 5¢ rate was a double rate cover bearing the
10¢ Scott #209. (Fig. 51) At the time of its use May 22, 1888, there had appeared a
month earlier the first combination of the 6d = 5¢ indigo (Scott #216), which was the
final recorded single rate cover at the 6d rate.

Between May and July 1888, the rate was changed to 3d = 5¢. The usual means of
making this rate was with a 1d and 2d Samoa along with the U.S. indigo Garfield (Fig
52). The use of this U.S. stamp continued until late 1890, after the 5¢ chocolate Grant
(Scott #223) became available. It is significant that the only period which spans over a
year in which the rate, Apia CDS, and types of U.S. stamps used did not change was
from mid-1888 to late 1890. Though this may pose some ambiguity problems in
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Fig. 49. One of the earliest recorded covers, to France, bearing two of the first
issue and additionally franked with the U.S. 5¢ (Scott #205).
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Fig. 50. A late use of the yellow brown 5¢ Garfield with the first 6d stamp.
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assigning a year date to cover, it should essentially boil down to a choice of only two or
rarely three possible years. There is as yet insufficient data to attempt to correlate wear
characteristics of the type 2 Apia CDS as it is not generally clear or consistent enough in
its impressions to do so. Regardless of this uncertainty, there is little added desirability
in any of these three possible years - all are most difficult to find and worthy of
acquisition in any case. The earliest of the covers with the 5¢ Grant shows an anomaly
of the type 2 Apia CDS, in that the NOV is at the bottom and the 5 is inverted at the top
(Fig 53). One of the later of these combinations prior to the change to the type 3 CDS
shows the deterioration of the type 2 mark (Fig 54), possibly a reason for its
replacement as mentioned in the section on markings.

Whuss L%W /ii )ﬁ AL S
Ko B rhelLe
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Fig. 51. The final recorded double rate cover of the 6d = 5¢ rate shows use of the
10¢ reengraved Jefferson (Scott #209).

At the end of 1891, two major changes took place, making any dating after that time
very simple - the CDS became type 3 and the rate changed. The appearance of the type 3
CDS brought with it none of the ambiguity problems associated with the type 2
mentioned above. Early impressions were clear and sharp for about half a year (See Fig
31), after which they took on a “‘dry’’ appearance (See Fig 32A, B) The deterioration
following that was steady enough to place the dates to within 3 or 4 months almost
without reference to the month as indicated on the CDS. The final state of the type 3 is
shown by the trio of covers mailed on the same day in July 1894 (See Fig 45, 46, 47).
The steady decline of this mark made its replacement understandable. The sequence of
“‘harsh,’’ possibly acidic inks of the earlier days of the use of the CDS seem to herald its
decline. More specific dates of shift from one form to another of this mark may be seen
in the list of covers which will follow the end of this section.

At about the time of the introduction of the type 3 CDS, New Zealand joined the
Universal Postal Union. The U.P.U. rates which applied to New Zealand also applied
“‘to the Pacific Islands, and in accordance with a reciprocal agreement between New
Zealand and Samoa, a 2% d value was required for the latter country.’’ 3 This change to

550p cit. Romney Gibbons, p. 8
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Fig. 52. After the change of the rate to 3d = 5¢ in 1888, the usual means of
constructing the proper Samoan postage was with a 1d and 2d stamp combination.
The 5¢ U.S. postage was now paid with the indigo Garfield (Scott #216).

CONSULATE GENERAL
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERIé4,

PlA. SAMOA.

> oMl ieue &-Maﬁ;‘-‘,
L.o R

Fig. 53. Late in 1890 the change to the Grant (Scott #223a) for U.S. postage in
Samoa was made. This is the earliest cover bearing this stamp.
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2%d = 5¢ was the final genuine rate prior to the close of the Post Office in early 1900.

Although the changes in the appearance of the CDS are in themselves sufficient in
almost any case to date covers after 1891, other features are worthy of note. The
concurrent use of U.S. stamps on all but a few covers for the first 7 years, essentially
ceased in August 1894 after what appears to have been the first day of use of the type 4
CDS (See Fig 40). This was a fitting demise for the regular practice of adding U.S.
stamps as it signaled a full blown explosion of purely philatelic use of the Palm Trees
issues.

The type 4 CDS (Fig 55) remained in use for a little over half a year before making the
final shift to type 5 by adding the year date to type 4. As previously noted, U.S. stamps
were no longer considered necessary. Some of the covers from this point on appear to
have been commercial rather than philatelic, but unfortunately not many can be
considered as such. In early 1895 the final Apia CDS was introduced, type 5. Dating of
covers from this point on may, with a few rare exceptions, be done confidently by
reference to the CDS which, in addition to the year being indicated, remained sharp and
clear throughout its life to 1900. A temporary change to blue ink followed the fire of
1895, as discussed in the section on cancellations, but returned to black within two
months. The main product of the ‘‘blue’’ period was the bisected perf 12% shillings
which will be discussed in a separate section. (Fig 56).

Fig. 54. Deterioration of the type 2 Apia CDS led to its replacement. This is one of
the latest covers bearing this cancellation.

After the fire of 1895 it is almost as unusual to find the proper 2%d rate as it is to find
an improper rare before (Fig. 57). Covers of this appearance which do not have known
philatelic addresses or other features one might associate with the usual philatelic
covers are likely candidates for ‘‘commercial’’ recognition.

In the final years, when Davis was in the process of building a stock of remainders in
anticipation of future business demands after the imminent close of his Post Office, it is
reasonably difficult to find many covers which bear the most current stamps, let alone
the proper rate. The cover illustrated in Figure 42 appears to be %d underpaid if the
registry is assumed to have remained 3d. The only recorded covers remaining from the
period 1895 - 1900 with any U.S. stamps on them are registry covers, each having the
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Fig. 55. By time the type 4 cancellation has been introduced, here in black, the
concurrent use of U.S. stamps had become the exception rather than the rule.

Fig. 56. The blue period of type 5 is associated predominantly with the bisects,
although a few covers exist (Fig. 58) which also show its use on other than bisects.

rate of 8¢ regardless of the Samoan postage. Of the latter, 5%d, the presumed correct
rate, barely predominates over the 5d and 6d, making it seem that there was not as much
concern about the correct rate in later years. The cover in question appears to be a
commercial candidate in spite of the rate problem, and is more unusual in that the
““‘Provisional Govt.’’ overprint is correctly used rather than the postage having been
paid by an earlier issue which is more often the case.
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Fig. 57. Correct proper rates after the fire are as difficult to find on ‘‘commer-
cial’’ covers as the earlier issues. U.S. stamps were not normally used at this time.

Philatelic or Commercial

The final two covers illustrated in the section on rates (Fig 48A, B), were discussed
briefly in the context of philatelic and commercial features. In a country where
philatelic overkill may insert confusing value judgements as concerns the relative
desirability of covers, it is sometimes helpful to know how one may suspect a cover of
one or the other attributes.

Samoa Palm Trees covers are very scarce under any circumstances. With under 250
cards and covers recorded on the list for a period spanning 14 years, few are the
collectors who can have any sizeable representation of them. If that were not enough,
the total of these estimated to be ‘‘commercial’’ is a small fraction of the total,
approximately 20%, of which the majority are before 1895.

The criteria to be used for separating commercial from philatelic covers are relative,
not absolute. There are exceptions to each of them, yet taken as a set of guidelines they
are reasonably accurate. These criteria are best mentioned with the exceptions as
modifiers.

1. Covers to known philatelic addresses are usually philatelic.

These include W.A. Cooper (San Francisco Mail Agent working with Davis),
Whitfield King (Dealer), Carl Marquardt (Dealer?), W. Sellschopp (Dealer), H. W.
Hawkins (Dealer?), Otto Bickel (Dealer), James MacFarlane (Dealer?), Geo. D.
Woodward (Dealer?), Ernst Dietrich (Client of Sellschopp/Dealer?), as well as Miss
May Edge, Miss Woodford, Capt. Herrold, Hermann Boehm, Egon Leser, Carl
Taussig, and Mr. Hambly. The former group is obvious while the latter is placed in this
category by the frequency of appearance of their names on covers with other obvious
philatelic characteristics. Correspondence to these addresses is hardly likely to be other
than philatelic although it is possible that genuine letters with the proper rate could have
been sent to them in some of the known covers such as Fig 54. This is a case where the
one bad apple spoils the lot.

2. Covers from known philatelic senders are normally philatelic.

Though most of these have ‘‘P. M. Apia’’ in pencil on the reverse or were processed
by Davis, other philatelic senders, though not in Apia, are known. Sellschopp was a
frequent user of the Davis Post Office to mail orders to clients even though he himself
was in San Francisco. He often sent, under separate cover, covers bearing a selection of
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Fig. 58. Sent after the fire from San Francisco, but before the news had arrived,
this cover bears pre-fire stamps put on by a dealer who sent a bill to one of his
clients. This is one of a very few which bear the blue type 5 cancellation.

W. SELLSCHOPP & CO.,
STAMP DEALERS AND PUBLISHERS,
108 STOCKTON STREET,

SAN FR.

Herrn Robe ?‘ Hruoy ,

R e 8

Consteantinople,

Grande Ruhe De Pera, Au Teke,No.o:

Turkey .

Fig. 59. Only two covers with the 2/6 stamp are recorded. This one is particularly
notable for its address to Turkey which is confirmed by receiving marks on the
reverse.
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stamps to be postmarked in Samoa. One such resulted in a fortunate accident whereby a
cover was mailed under separate cover to Samoa by Sellchopp after the fire but before
news of it had reached San Francisco (Fig 58). This was among the first to be processed
by Davis after recovering from the fire and is one of very few with pre-fire issues used
after the fire.

Printed self addressed envelopes also fall into this category as the recipient can be
considered to have sent the letter to himself. Though these could be legitimate versions
of the more modern SAE designed to save the correspondent the expense of answering,
it is reasonably safe to assume otherwise here. Again there is always the possibility that
the correspondence originated without philatelic intent, but the taint is still there.

3. Incorrectly rated covers are probably philatelic.

This is a more universal rule for relatively small countries in earlier years. The cost of
postage was not insignificant and chances that someone overpaid the postage on a cover
because no stamps were available in here almost nil. In the first place there was only one
post office and ample supply of all values down to the %2d was almost certainly always
available, except during the special conditions following the fire which were
adequately covered in their own way. Indeed, the only motivation for overpayment
seems to be to ‘‘pretty up’’ a cover. This largesse was, however, fairly restrained when
the top value of the 2/6 was concerned, the only examples being from an August 1895
mailing to Turkey (Fig 59) and a single used on a cover to W.A. Cooper.

In a small country with mail conventions at sufferance of foreign governments, there
are not likely to be many unusual rates or even unusual destinations as might be found in
major countries with much earlier developing postal systems. Trying to explain an
unusual postal rate in the small country situations of Samoa is not an exercise worth
spending much time on. They really don’t seem to have existed.

4. Bearing in mind the three primary considerations above, any cover prior to the fire
is likely to be commercial while those after the fire are likely to be philatelic.

As the philatelic awareness and foothold established by the Davis Post Office grew,
so increased the philatelic use of the system. Knowledge and desirability of stamps
around the world came relatively slowly at the time of the beginnings of the Post Office
and though reported in philatelic publications of the time, exploitation and acceptance
by the reasonably small collecting public seldom happened very quickly. In meeting the
desired criteria the early covers almost always bear the correct postage and seem to be
correspondence between non-philatelic persons, with the exception of the above
mentioned names.

5. Covers with U.S. stamps canceled with a cork grid (applied in Samoa) are
probably commercial, while those canceled with a San Francisco oval (Not Steamship
or Paid All) are probably philatelic.

As mentioned in the section devoted to a discussion of where these were applied, the
routine covers sent by local residents as correspondence were presumably handled
completely by Davis through seeing to the application and cancellation of the U.S.
stamps. On large orders (Hawkins), in cases of fear that processing might deplete his
supplies, and after the fire when U.S. postage was not needed except for registry, Davis
appears to have drawn upon the arrangement with W. A. Cooper to have the necessary
U.S. postage applied in San Francisco.

This is the least likely determining factor of the five, as there are few covers with cork
cancellations which are probably philatelic (Whitfield King, Newspaper fragment to
Hawkins) although these might have been genuine correspondence to an unfortunate
address. Likewise, the San Francisco oval is known on the illustrated newspaper
wrapper to France (Fig 47), but again this was to cancel a stamp (1¢ Columbian) which
Davis is hardly likely to have found a need to keep in stock.

In all, these five criteria serve as a fairly reliable indication of the relative philatelic
merits of any cover and leave very few to be judged on their own. These criteria have
been applied to the list of known covers and the resultant determination of philatelic or
commercial status indicated there.

(To be continued)

374



The Clubhouse

The Meeting of June 15, 1977
NEWFOUNDLAND AIRMAILS

Presented by Cyril H. C. Harmer, R.D.P.

Journeying from London, Cyril
Harmer, our guest at the June 15th meet-

ing, provided us with a splendid display

of the great rarities of early
Newfoundland airmails.

Great Britain’s oldest colony and
Canada’s youngest province, New-
foundland became the jumping off point
for air passage and airmail service be-
tween the European and North American
continents, the base for those intrepid
aerial pioneers who were so instrumental
in shrinking the world in time and space.
It was from Newfoundland that Hawker
and Grieve, Alcock and Brown,
Raynham and Morgan and de Pinedo
flew their primitive Sopwiths, Martin-
sydes, Handiey-Page, Vickers-Vimy
and S.55 flying boats into the Atlantic in
their attempts at a non-stop transoceanic
flight.

Not only were these flights historic in
nature, but the mail that was carried on
them and the stamps used to pay the
postage on those letters rank high on the
roster of those romantic and glamorous
items that abound in aerophilately.

It was this material that Mr. Harmer
showed. Among the many rare and
delectable items in the frames were such
remarkable pieces as a block of 15 of the
proof setting of the Hawker overprint on
the actual stamps, a sheet of the Halifax
essay, the Halifax with inverted center,
also the Martinsyde essays, Alcock and
Brown material, Hawker covers as well
as a sheet showing the settings of the
1927 de Pinedo overprints. This proof
sheet and the printer’s job record that
accompanied it were crucial exhibits at
the ‘‘Stamp Forgery Trial of 1934"" held
in St. John’s. Mr. Harmer traveled to St.
John’s to give evidence against a forger
of the de Pinedo overprints which
resulted in a jail term for the culprit. It
was at St. John’s too, that he met his wife

November 1977

to be, Miss Elizabeth Boyd Baird. A
successful trip in more ways than one.

With this material in the frames as a
background, Mr. Harmer related the
story of Lord Northcliffe’s famous offer
of 10,000 pounds to the first aviator to
cross the Atlantic non-stop. It actually
began in 1913.

Newfoundland, now Canada’s tenth
province, lies some 1,850 miles from
Ireland. When in 1913 Lord Northcliffe,
the London Daily Mail tycoon, offered a
prize of £10,000 for the first non-stop
transatlantic flight, the world was in-
terested but not very impressed. How-
ever war clouds were looming and the
eventual outbreak of World War I the
following year postponed the project.
Northcliffe repeated the offer early in
1919 by which time vast strides in avia-
tion had been made. Ten provisional
entries were received.

The U.S. authorities were not oblivi-
ous to these activities. An airship, the
C5, was assembled near St. John’s but,
torn from its moorings, it disappeared
over the ocean, never to be seen again.
However, four U.S. flying boats, each
powered with four 400 h.p. Liberty en-
gines, flew to Trepassy on the island’s
south-east shore. Although three took
off on 16 May, two dropped out, while
the NC 4, in a series of hops via the
Azores, reached the Portugese capitol,
Lisbon, on 27 May. An American plane
was ‘‘first across’’. No mail was carried
on this flight which continued on to
England and at Plymouth, the port with
historic associations with the western
world, a plaque commemorates this epic
achievement.

The basic conditions for the Daily
Mail prize were simple. The machine.
had to be heavier than air, the flight-
non-stop, and it must be completed in 72
hours! The results are as follows:
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Arrival Flights

Machine St. John’s Crew and Dates Result Comments
SOPWITH End Harry Hawker, pilot April 11 Trial flight
‘““ATLANTIC”’ March Lt.-Com. Mackenzie Grieve, April 12 Trial flight
350-h.p. Rolls- 1919 Navigator May 18 Attempt— Rescued in
Royce engine. Atlantic

by
Speed 120 m.p.h. S.S. Mary
MARTINSYDE April 10 Major Raynham, pilot April 18 Trial flight
“RAYMOR"”’ Major Morgan, navigator May 18 Attempt— Crashed at
285-h.p. Rolls- take-off
Royce Falcon Major Raynham, pilot July 4 Trial flight
engine. Lt. Biddlecombe, navigator July 14 Trial flight
Speed 100 m.p.h. July 17 Attempt— Crashed at
take-off
HANDLEY-PAGE May 11 Admiral M. Kerr June 10 Trial flight
““ATLANTIC”’ Trans- Major Brackley, pilot July 4 Forced landing En route to
Four 350-h.p. ported to Major Gran, navigator in Nova Scotia U.S.A.
Rolls-Royce Harbour F. P. Arnold and two others
engines. Grace
May 12

VICKERS-VIMY May 24 Capt. John Alcock, pilot  June 9 Trial flight
bi-plane. Two Lt. Whitten Brown, June 12 Trial flight
350-h.p. navigator June 14 First non-stop  Won
Rolls-Royce Atlantic flight £10,000
Eagle engines. completed prize

If you had been a lad in St. John’s on
the morning of Saturday, 14 June, you
would doubtless have asked your mother
for a packet of sandwiches and made
your way to Lester’s Field on the out-
skirts of the city. You also would have
heard that Alcock and Brown were due to
take off that afternoon following the two
unsuccessful attempts a few weeks ear-
lier. You would have seen the over-
loaded ‘‘sticks and string’’ plane only
just clear the treetops and disappear over
the Atlantic. If you had been somewhat

NATIVE STATES (Cont’d)

portrait of a Rajput Prince (possibly the
ruling Raja), is in black on both exam-
ples. The frames are printed in very
light, amost pastel, colors. One is in
ultramarine, the other, in very pale lime
green. Although the inscriptions on
these essays are in Latin characters, the
denominations are printed both in Latin
and Urdu characters. The Urdu appears
above the portrait, the Latin below in the
center of two ribbons bearing the in-
scription, ‘‘Rajpipla-Postage.’’

The origin of these impressions is not
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older and a philatelist you would cer-
tainly have had a letter or two in the
mailbag.

And, to the day, exactly 58 years ago,
the Sunday morning news was that the
plane, its radio failing early on, battling
with violent storms, snow, fog, clouds
and icing of controls, had, in 16 hours,
12 minutes, landed safely in a friendly
bog in Ireland. It was surely a very great
achievement by two gallant aviators.

After a brief question and answer
period the meeting was adjourned.

known. From the details of the design it
may be thought that they are of European
or United States manufacture. The frame
is very intricate and ornamented at the
top with a steamship and a railroad train.
Such intricacy and ornamentation of the
frame design suggests that they belong
to the last thirty years of the Nineteenth
Century. Since it is believed that the
Imperial Indian Post Office absorbed the
Rajpipla State Post Office in 1886, it
would be logical to conclude that these
impressions originated about that time.



Book Reviews

Queensland Cancellations and Other
Postal Markings 1860-1913, by H.M.
Campbell, FRPSL. Published by the
Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria,
The Hawthorn Press, 601 Little Bourke
Street, Melbourne 3000, Australia,
1977, 161pp. A$20.00.

Few areas of philatelic interest have
been subjected to as careful and detailed
study as the Australian States and for
good reason. The fortunate combination
of John Gartner’s Hawthorn Press and
the impressive stable of eminent
philatelic researchers under the watchful
eye of J.R.W. Purves has yielded a
broad base of students which may well
be envied by philatelists the world over.
The timeliness of this combination is not
being missed, with the end result
beginning to emerge — an in-depth cov-
erage of many aspects of each of the
States. A glance at the Hawthorn Press
advertisement elsewhere in this issue
will show the extent of completion of
this goal.

Latest to appear is a work on the
cancellations and postal markings of
Quensland. Perhaps it is fair to comment
at the outset that, rather than a definitive
postal history of Queensland as one
might hope, by its title it is clear that this
deals only with the markings, leaving
the rates, routes, and stamps to others to
complete the picture.

The present work is an expansion and
updating of material initiated by Capt.
Harry S. Porter. As is true with most of
the books on the Australian States, this is
a fine example of collaboration and
cooperation, carefully corrdinated by
Mr. Campbell. Some discontinuity in
coverage of the various sections, noted
by Mr. Campbell, is due to the styles and
approaches of each author. A section on
Brisbane cancellations was written by
Mr. Campbell from research notes
provided by Phil Collas.

Similar in arrangement and format to
the two volumes of ‘‘Tasmania: The
Postal History and Postal Markings’’
with which effort Mr. Campbell was
instrumental, the book is a particularly
useful reference source for collectors of
Queensland.
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In the first part of the book, the
Queensland Numeral Cancellations are
listed in a number of ways, each useful.
First is a list of numbers used in order
along with cancellation types associated
with each, followed by a rating of the
scarcity of each. Next, follows a
chronological list of the post offices and
their numeral obliterators showing
opening and closing dates as well as any
name changes or other remarks. Then, in
strict numerical order, comes a list of
each number and the office which used
it. The first section is concluded with a
compilation of the offices which used
date stamps that gave the name of the
town and their types along with other
markings.

The three other parts deal with the
Postal Service and the Railways, Re-
ceiving Offices and their Postal
Markings and the earlier mentioned
Postal Markings of the G.P.O. Brisbane,

1860-1912.  (Robert P. Odenweller)

American Air Mail Catalogue,
Volume II, Fifth Edition, 1977,
Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Perham C. Nahl.
509 pages, hardbound. Published by
American  Air Mail Society,
Cinnaminson, N. J. 08077. Available
from dealers and George D. Kingdom,
P. O. Box 499, Conneaut, Ohio 44030,
$12.50, postpaid.

Volume II of the American Air Mail
Catalogue is a worthy addition to a com-
prehensive compendium of air mail data
unrivalled, in this reviewer’s opinion, in
any country in the world. The present
volume carries forward a tradition in the
philatelic publishing field that goes back
almost fifty years. Ever since the first
edition was published, each succeeding
edition has sought to update previous
information, to correct errors and to add
new listings or sections to better inform
devotees of aerophilately in this country.
Thus, this second volume of the fifth
edition blazes no new path; it merely
follows arespected tradition of continual
betterment.

The book contains an entirely new
section devoted to domestic air mail rate
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changes starting with the first flights of
May 15, 1918 and continuing to the
October 10, 1975 demise of air mail as a
separate class of service. Included are
first and last days of the several rates
plus sufficient data to clarify points of
reference. Prices are reasonably current
although it must be admitted that some of
the 1918 pricings are somewhat outdated
already. This is probably due to a recent
upsurge in prices engendered, no doubt,
by the emergence of a new class of
collectors, the investment-minded indi-
vidual.

Another section lists the United States
air mail field and airport facility can-
cellations which first came into vogue
with the start of transcontinental service
on the government-operated route on
July 1, 1924. For easy type
identification, there is a code listing, a
tabulation of earliest dates of use and a
classification part which lists the types
of handstamps and machine cancels
available. Each air mail field is listed in
alphabetical order with sufficient photo-
graphic and other illustrative material to
adequately inform the reader of avail-
able collectibles.

The main body of this volume is de-
voted to the official contract air mail
services which played so great a part in
the development of flying in the United
States. When the first contract air mail
flights took place on February 15, 1926
between the cities of Chicago,
Cleveland and Detroit, commercial
airplane passenger service was light
years away. But by demonstrating the
feasibility of flying the mail for Uncle
Sam, the fledgling air route contractors
actually paved the way for the network
of aerial routes that criss-cross the coun-
try, bringing the benefits of fast travel
and fast communication to the citizenry.

Each of the first 72 contract air mail
routes is treated separately with delinea-
tion of point service of the original
routes plus the several extensions,
additions, revisions and consolidations
that followed as the service was
expanded. All the maps from previous
editions have been extensively redrawn
and upgraded. Each route is brought up
to date, of course. C.A.M. Route No. 1,
for example, was inaugurated on July 1,
1926. All extensions and revisions up to
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and including October 1, 1969, are listed,
together with all official cachets pro-
vided by the Post Office Department.

The final section of this volume con-
tains a cumulative chronological index
for every cover mentioned in the current
work plus all items listed in volume I as
well. This index permits the reader to
pinpoint the page in each of the two
issued volumes according to the date of
cancellation of a cover. This is an
extremely handy tool. In previous edi-
tions, collectors had to wait for the final
volume for this index. This cumulative
index will be continued as the three
additional volumes of this fifth edition
are published.

The American Air Mail Society,
publishers of this volume, caters to
collectors in every facet of aerophilate-
ly. Additional information is available
from John J. Smith, 102 Arbor Road,
Cinnaminson, N.J. 08077.

(Philip Silver)

Stanley Gibbons British
Commonwealth Stamp Catalogue
1978, Stanley Gibbons Europe 1
Foreign Stamp Catalogue (A-F) 1977,
Stanley Gibbons Overseas 3 Foreign
Stamp Catalogue (K-O) 1977, all
available from the Publisher, Stanley
Gibbons Publications Ltd., 391 Strand,
London WC2R OLX, England. Retail
price from $10 to $12, approximately.

As summer draws to a close,
collectors of British Commonwealth
countries look forward to the latest
“‘red’’” Gibbons, so called by the color of
the cover. Price rises are seldom a
surprise, though the 1978 edition could
cause some raised eyebrows at the
magnitude of some of them, with 50%
not at all an unusual number this year.
Specific eye-openers have already been
reported in the philatelic press so those
will not be belabored here.

The concurrent appearance of two
other catalogues, the Overseas 3 (K-O)
and the Europe 1 (A-F) offers the oppor-
tunity to make some comparisons and
contrasts in the treatments given to each
area. The first of these to come to mind is
an obvious one—the ‘‘red’’ Gibbons is
an annual affair, as it should be, giving
annual attention to home country and
Commonwealth. The other two are more



matters of convenience, appearing every
other year or so.

Changes in the Commonwealth
catalogue are notable. A major change is
in the separate listing of the three
papers/watermarks used from 1882—
1900 for the stamps of New Zealand and
Samoa. The listings of the former tend to
be slightly confusing and perhaps a little
overpowering to anewcomer to the area.
It should be easy to tighten up of the
format so that this problem can be over-
come. The Samoa section avoids this
situation—it is cleanly stated and
straightforward. Pricing in this latter
area is somewhat unrealistically low as
reference to the catalogue which has
recently run in these pages will show.
Illustration and explanation of the
distinction between the watermark
types, similar in many ways to those
used for the Australian Kangaroo issues,
could be improved. I am sure that all
these difficulties can easily be remedied
by the time the nextissue isready. In any
case the expanded listing was a much
welcomed step forward in these
fascinating issues.

The ever upward march of prices has
been carefully noted in this edition and
an honest attempt has been made to
present the most up-to-date information
possible. It is an essential tool for
anyone collecting any of the
Commonwealth countries.

The changed format Europe and Over-
seas catalogues, as areas to be treated by
Stanley Gibbons, have resulted from a
realization that it is almost impossible
for any single cataloguer to give
adequate coverage to the entire world in
these days of ever proliferating issues,
especially on an annual basis. As a re-
sult, the decision to treat alphabetic
segments and bring each out in a series of
books was made. Long gone are the days
of a single combined edition covering
the world, unless it were to be done in
microfilm or microfiche form. (Perhaps
in time that will not be so far from the
truth, but for the moment the equipment
would be too expensive, especially so,
when it comes to mass production.

November 1977

The expanded coverage permitted to
the Gibbons catalogues is immediately
evident in the format they have chosen.
Somewhere between the specialized
catalogue and the more generalized
catalogue treatment, the coverage of
earlier classics is most worthy. For
example, the classics of France are given
a lucid expanded treatment with full
explanatory notes and illustrations of an
extent only offered in catalogues written
in other languages.

Another feature of these catalogues is
the listing of ‘‘back of the book’’ issues
where they belong chronologically. The
Postage Due and Newspaper stamps are
given ‘D’ and ‘‘J’’ numbers respec-
tively, coordinated with the same
number sequence as the regular issues,
often using matching numbers of the
regular issues which, of course, do not
have prefix letters. This approach is
interesting and can give new meaning to
issues which might previously have been
ignored. For quite some time the
treatment of air mail stamps has
followed this plan, so they have regular
unprefixed numbers only.

The expanded approach yields an
additional dividend— -coverage of some
countries which may not have been
accessible elsewhere, such as North
Korea (54 pages of listings) may be of
interest to those who may have
wondered about such. The only
drawback to the resultant leisurely out-
put of such catalogues as these is the
inevitability of pricing becoming
outdated. If forced to choose between
up-to-date pricing and an expanded
treatment, however, I would personally
favor the latter, particularly as the
pricing in an annual catalogue can fall
just as far behind if the market is
particularly active.

These latest offerings of the Gibbons
group go far to show that the vital and
healthy attitude toward meeting the
requirements of the philatelic world
which has won them so many gold
medals in literature competition still
flourishes.

(Robert P. Odenweller)
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALES OF QUALITY

UNITED STATES & POSSESSIONS
FOREIGN 19th & 20th CENTURY ISSUES
CLASSIC STAMPS OF THE WORLD
POSTAL HISTORY
PHILATELIC LITERATURE

Our descriptions will meet your expectations
CATALOG FREE UPON REQUEST

We offer expertise and reliability backed by over forty years of
professional philatelic experience.

Important properties solicited for future sales.
Substantial advances available—no hidden selling fees.
Appraisals for Estate, Insurance and Sale Purposes.
Call L. K. Robbins at (212) 594-2378 for details

ROBBINS AUCTIONS, Inc.

147 West 42nd Street New York, N.Y. 10036

Covers
Fine Stamps
Proofs, Specimen Stamps
Postal History and Specialized
Material of all Countries
Valuations for Insurance, Probate and Sale

When in London visit our showrooms and offices.

Inquiries invited — ensure that your name and interests are recorded in
our Register of Specialists.

Argyll Etkin Limited

55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W1Y 9DG ENGLAND

380



If you want to sell
top quality material like thls

at top prices call

(415) 781-5127
AUCTION

DEC. 1,2 &3

Catalog 3 weeks before sales.
BY MAIL: Send name, address and $1.

U.S. #47, mint, P.F. certif. Sold
for $2200 in Apnl 1977 sale.

RICHARD V\/(D)LFFERS INC
Stamps and Stamp Auctions 127 Kearny St., San Francisco, CA 94108

| buy

rare covers. ..
... and
pay
top dollar!
If you have a cover
or a postal history
collection for sale,
call or write
Al Zimmerman
today. He is ready
to offer the best
price, fastest
payment, and the

most courteous
service.

Al Zimmerman

A\

212/822-7333

843 Van Nest Avenue
Bronx, New York 10462

PHILATELIC LITERATURE III

Armstrong U.S. Coil Issues

19061938 .. . s cvwnn vv ppa s mws $ 10.00

1922 Definttive ISSUE .. . o s s g 10.00
Wash.-Franklin heads .............. 10.00
Baker, Indiana Postal History (2v) . ... 75.00
Brazer, Essays & Proofs, Reprint .... 30.00
Brookman, 19th Century 3 volumes .. 25.00
Herst-Sampson Fancy Cancels ....... 10.00
Thompson, County Cancels .......... 10.00
Doane, County & PM Cancels

BINEY & iooans b wiaiig v v oy soss 10.00
Hargest, History of Letter Post Orig. ..  50.00
U.S. MAILS & POST OFFICE

ASBST. 2V, convss bbnomn s g oiions o wibid 395.00
Gobie, The Speedy oo ¢ vain seres 15.00
Markovits, 10c Registry Stamp

SBbIR: .5 siman o0 b 5.00
Johl, 20th Century U.S. Reprint ...... 35.00
American Revenue Assn.

VariousiImle: .. « vomee s s sz 100.00
BILLIG HANDBOOK, | set ........ 295.00
De Thuin, A Classic Forger ......... 120.00

N.Y.S. Residents add TAX.
Postage Extra .50

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD.
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS
P.O. BOX 891
MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. 10940
914-343-2174
Mastercharge or Bankamericard
accepted on orders over $50.00.
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF

FINE CANADA
NEWFOUNDLAND
THE PROVINCES

U.S.A.
FOREIGN
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
lllustrated Catalogue $3.00
Subscription to Catalogues

and Prices Realized for next
20 Sessions — $10

(Ontario residents add 7% S.T.)

J. N. SISSONS
LIMITED

37 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,
CANADA, M5C 1E9
Cables: Sistamp, Toronto.
Phone 416 - 364-6003

At Your Service
For All

Philatelic
PHOTOGRAPHY

For RESEARCH & STUDY

For EXHIBITIONS
and
For PUBLICATION

2 x2 Color Slides

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE

(Photographer for the
Collectors Club Philatelist.)

1 Montgomery Place
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215

OUTSTANDING

U.S. - B.N.A.
SALE
JAN. 19, 1978

at the
PARKER HOUSE
in
BOSTON

CATALOG GRATIS
With Prices Realized $1.00

DANIEL F. KELLEHER

CO., INC.
Est. 1885

40 Court Street
Boston, Mass. 02108

Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor

S R A e e e e ass

What do you need most?
Maybe I have it.
No harm in asking.

EZRA D. COLE
NYACK, N.Y. 10960
Telephone 914 - 358-0964

A\

SR S 8 S S R e a8 80y

B S R S S S S 8 S B e 8 8 S S 8 8 8 8 S e e s e a8 8.8.8.8

B S S e e s s e R s s N TR s s s s s s Ens
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SELL TO A PROFESSIONAL

WHO APPRECIATES YOUR PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE AND KNOWS
THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT

WE BUY FROM A-Z PAYING TOP DOLLAR

A Air Mail Cover Collection O Oldenburg covers

B Ballon Monte, British Collections P Postal History collections

C Classics of the World @ Quality stamps of all countries

D Danish West Indies, Denmark R Rarities of all countries

E Europe (West), S Stampless covers and collections
collections, accumulations T Thematic collections

F FDC (better) all countries U U.S. Collections, covers, sheets, plate

G Germany 1849-55, Michel blocks, stampless collections
items our specialty, Colonies, Saar V Vatican collection, high values

H Holdings of all kinds W  War covers 1756-1903

| Israel and forerunner collections X X-Rated Stamps are not wanted

J Japan Spec. collections & early covers Y Yemen covers 1926-1939

M  Mint sheets U.S. & West Europe Z. Zeppelin covers, collections all

N  Netherlands & Colonies, early covers countries our specialty

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS Mail insured or registered for our inspection with
price or our highest offer is Air Mailed to you 24 hours after receipt of your
property. Material is held intact pending your decision. No lists please. Min.
Shipment $100.

ARTHUR A. FALK Mailing Address: A

OFFICE: 380 No. Broadway, P. O. Box 232, JER'CHO, N.Y. 11753
Jericho, N.Y. Tel. 516 - 433-0066

Rocelter A/G (Peter Holcombe)

Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004, Switzerland

Barbados 1858, 6d Deep rose red. Impert, Scott #8. unused no gum .... $ 375.00
Barbados 1878, 1d on 5/, used, Scott #57 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. $ 325.00
Canada 1859, 17c¢ Deep blue, Impert single, SG #42a, V. Rare ........ $ 950.00
Ceylon 1861, /s Perf., unissued, Scott #35, Unused OG. ............ $ 220.00
Grenada 1883, '2d/1d unsevered pair, used. Scott #15 ............... $ 300.00
India 1856, %2 anna blue, Imperf single, SG #37a .................. $ 85.00
Natal 1857, 1p Blue. Superb, used, Scott #5 . ........... ... .. ... ... $ 450.00
St. Vincent 1863. 4p Deep blue, tull OG. superb, Scott #6 . .......... $ 200.00
St. Vincent 1869, 4p Deep yellow, full OG, superb, Scott #7 ......... $ 250.00
Uganda 1895, 50c¢ Black (Narrow) SG #34, Scott #33 . ............ .. $ 200.00
Palestine 1918, 1pi Cobalt, unused. Scott #3A .. ... ... ... ........... $ 160.00
Ind. States (Alwar) 1899, Y4a Emerald (Wide spacing) OG, superb, V. Rare.
SCOTEFEABY 1ok s sttt momsnsysssie il w dsssiasn ok b S S A o $ 560.00
Ind. States (Charkhari) 1894, 4a Green. Scott #3, V. Rare ............ $1.200.00

Other fine items in stock. Inquiries are welcome, references please.
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA

PUBLICATIONS

By:J. R. Purves; R.D.P.; F.R.P.S. L.

Postal Historyiof 'Port: PRIIIIDIBISIFICT * e s et 5m 2 <56 05 805 s 15 SAns 5 B B a2
The “Emblenis? o VICIORIQ ams s sumsic s s 5 5 ous soes e i e st s s miss Sides & 376/ 508 8 Sea vy
Kictorias The Postage JDUES: s x.u uise s oo poiis s eons o8 ayases 5ise 6 s w5 s s
Victoria: “Butterfly’”’ and ‘‘Barred Oval’’ Cancellations 1850-55 ..................

Victoria: The ‘‘Barred Numeral’’ Cancellations 1856-1912 ....................... h

Victoria: The ‘‘Registered’’ and “Too Late’’ Stamps 1854-58 .....................
Victoria: 1901-12 Issue (The 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) ..........................
Victoria:: The V Over Crown WateFmarks . s s sosu s 5o s 806 5& 655 ¥ 0508 56 566578 § 5
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I-X, 1949-58 . .................
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 ...............
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev. A. H. Voyce ......................
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell, F.R.P.S.L.,

J. R. W. Purves; FIR.P.S.L., .. .C. Viney, BERB.S. L. o -oneme s o ov s mos s 8

New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell,

F.R.P.S.I. $5.00. FirSt SUDPISIMENT o 50w e s nin e siws s o 50 st s w0 5500 & st g i 8 a0 » e

Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F.R.P.S.L. .....

Postage Extra in all Cases

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS
601LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000

$10.50

1977 — Our 59th Year

STAMPS WANTED

Each year Our Public auctions
and Gold Medal Mail Sales
Sell Over 75,000 Lots !

We Urgently Need Additional Material !

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express,
attention: Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your
instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and
our buyer can visit you to inspect larger properties.

J. & H. STOLOW, INC.
915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533-0790

“‘Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities’’

Stolow’s has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate cash
payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are
unlimited.

Fair treatment is always assured
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ARE YOU ON OUR
MAILING LIST?
WE OFFER
FREQUENT
MAIL SALES
FEATURING
WORLD WIDE
COVERS

POSTAL HISTORY
SALES, INC.

(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR
STAMPS AND COINS, INC.)
764 West 181st Street
New York, N.Y. 10033
U.S.A.

POSTAL HISTORY

UNITED STATES
AND
FOREIGN

Quality Covers for the Specialist

RICHARD J. MICCHELLI
POST OFFICE BOX 248

MOUNTAIN LAKES, N. J. 07046

AN

SWITZERLAND — MEXICO — HEBRIDES — AUSTRIA?

Pre-stamp or stamps on and off cover?

You are right, we cover a wide field—in fact the whole world, with early

material.

We are not specialists in any one country—neither do we charge spe-
cialists’ prices and the exchange rate of the Pound helps further.

It will pay you to register your wants with us—we may surprise you with an

approval selection.

Customers unknown to us, references please.
To make a transaction simple for you, we maintain current accounts in New

York and Toronto.

Leo Baresch, Philatelist,
120 Church Street,

Brighton, BN1 1WH, England.

Members of APS, ASDA, CC of N.Y. and BNAPS.

U.S.A. Agent:

John F. D. Baresch,
P.O. Box 383,

Burlington, Mass. 01803.
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most countries. Unusual rates and usages
of adhesives on cover — combination
covers — used abroads — specialist mate-
rial of all kinds.

the Commonwealth group, proofs, essays
and specimen stamps. thirty years’ experi-
ence of handling top quality material is at
your service.

RITCHIE BODILY
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE
LONDON, NW3-5L8
(01-435 8425)

Callers are welcome, but by appointment
only please.

Fine covers and postal history material of

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of

/ Do Not Sell Your (:ollectiun\

as long as you enjoy collecting and as
long as you have l{m with your stamps.
But when you get tired of a collection
because it has reached its goal, when
you want to start in another philatelic
field, do not hesitate to dispose of the
‘“finished’’ collection. In this way you
will obtain additional funds for pur-
chases in your new field. When you
decide to sell, talk with a dealer whom
you have trusted with your purchases.
He is the right man to sell for you the
items he has once sold to you. We are
always happy when we can give advice
and help of this kind. Contact us when
the time is ripe and we will do our best
to arrange a satisfactory sale of your
material, either by private sale or by
auction.

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC.

10 East 40th Street

New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745

HOW TO SELL
YOUR STAMPS
AT AUCTION.

Send for a free detailed brochure.

WAVERLY

TRADING
COMPANY

Licensed Auctioneers

Box 78-A
A Waverley, Mass. 02179
617 -923-9716

\ Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork J

SPECIALIZING IN

CHOICE

UNITED STATES
Stamps and Covers
CANADA
PENCE ISSUES

Bruce G. Daniels

ROOM 612
82 DEVONSHIRE STREET
BOSTON, MASS. 02109
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A SELECTION FROM
OUR LISTS li.; oty praes uriss st

BAHRAIN #32-37, 1940-41 1R to 25R complete in blocks of four, never hinged . $216
BAVARIA Railway of 1914-15, the unissued 50pf red-brown perforated “E” in

marginal block of four, guaranteed by Pfenninger, never hinged...................... $99
BELGIUM #9. 1861 1c green, fine impression, margins clear all round, rich

deep ShadE, MINT.........cccmonsensanenasanassonasosnssssnssansssss sassasss sassantsssbessvudiessass prinsssusssasss $108
CAYMAN ISLANDS #40, 1916 1/- black/green, corner block of six, plate 5,

never hingedi ot e mrrrrn S f e e S e A R $23
CHINA - CHEFOO 1896 Pictorial set of three, all in blocks of four, never hinged.. $22
GERMANY - THE RESIENSTADT 1943 Forgeries in 3 colours, all in imperf

blocksiof folr; never hingedi: . rrammisimanasr s $6
GERMAN SAMOA #51-56. 1900 ovpt. set, mint.........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniieiiine $59
INDIA #124. 1926 15R wmk upright, never hinged............c..cccoviniiiiiiniiiniennn $18
LIBYA - CYRENAICA #122-134 1950 Warrior set, mint...........ccccooniiiininnnn. $50
MAURITIUS #41. 1865 5/- bright mauve ovpt. CANCELLED, mint.................. $25
NAURU #17. 1924 1d brown, grey paper, perf 11, block of four, never hinged $12
RUSSIA #1158. 1947 60k green (Kiev Station), block of four, two imperf at top

MATGIN;, MY 120 snasosssmmtmnes cvics s ¥npeasas PR s R e e s v SRR e s e e $72

Terms: C.W.O. Subject unsold. Postage extra please.

U.S. personal cheques welcome. BankAmericard and Master Charge accepted.
Complete satisfaction assured. Many more interesting stamps and collections available.
Send $1 for regular airmail lists; let us know which countries you collect.

aw {iNVESTMENTS) LTD.

85 SALTERGATE, CHESTERFIELD S40 1J$
DERBYSHIRE

— = (POSTAL ONLY)

WHEN IN LONDON
WHY NOT PAY US A VISIT?

We Are Specialists In Fine Stamps Of

* GREAT BRITAIN * VATICAN
* WESTERN EUROPE * RUSSIAN ZEMSTVOS
* BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and
* MINIATURE SHEETS * POSTAL HISTORY
* REVENUES * POSTAL STATIONERY
Plus

* NEW ISSUE SERVICE FOR THE WHOLE WORLD
Always In Stock:
* COMPLETE RANGE OF FRANK GODDENS ALBUMS

DAVID FIELD LTD.
The West End Philatelists Established 1884
42 BERKELY STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON WIX 5FP
GREAT BRITAIN
Phone: 01-499 - 5252 — Subway Station: Green Park
Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 A.M. — 5:30 P.M.
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- 4
W CONCORDE
AFAR—1969, 100F., Imperf. (C56) $ 8.00

CO ‘ 7 ERS CAMBODIA—S/Sht. 2.50 Imperf. . . ... 5.00
FRANCE—1976, 1.70 imperf. (C48) .. 15.00

Same—Trial Color ................ 15.00

Same—De Luxe Sheet ............ 45.00

Same—Die Proof, rare ............ P.O.R.

POSTAI' STATIONERY 1976—2.20F, De Luxe ............ 25.00
LAOS—Gold-3000 Perf. ............. 14.00

° ° NIGER—1972, 100F imperf .......... 8.00
SPQCiCIISf MO"OI’IG' Same—Trial Color, ea. ............ 10.00

Very fine selection from other countries incl.
Trial Colors in Shts. of 10, (Fr. Colonies), Die

) Proofs (20 only) etc. Please write for details.
COPERNICUS
CAMEROUN—250F, Imperf. (C220) .. 9.00
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? Same—De Luxe Sheet ............ 18.00
Same—Die Proof ................. 135.00
COMORE—400F, dble. surch. (C93) .. 42.00
A FRANCE—1.20 Imperf. (1416) ....... 40.00
Same—Trial Color ................ 40.00
Same—Original sheet of 25 ........P.O.R.
Same—Die Proof ................. P.O.R.
Cash with order—Subject to prior sale!
n,w gnglanJ Stamp We have a very fine selection of other Im-
perfs., Trial Colors, Die Proofs (20 only!) etc.
643 Fiﬂ'l‘l Ave. SOI.I'H'I and almost all other Topicals.
Naples, Florida 33940 S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC.
L J P.O. Box 448

Monroe, N.Y. 10950

WE BUY:

Collections — U. S. & Foreign
Accumulations

Dealers Stocks

Individual stamps in the scarce to rare range

Most of our offers are accepted.
It must be the high prices we pay.

Ship or bring it in for a prompt offer.
Everything held intact pending your acceptance.

A
. M. BI 2
!80 High Street.ggg,l\ﬁj!:(so €F§

WORLD WIDE (413) 536-7545
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PACIFIC ISLANDS
MALAYA, BORNEO

Covers, Proofs, Specimens
Postal History

If you are looking for the above from
any of the British, French, German or
US Pacific Islands, New Guinea,
Malaya, Brunei, Labuan, Sarawak,
North Borneo—write to me.

For example, | can offer:

Labuan, Scott 80, 83 on Registered
cover to London. Nov. 1897 $20.00
References please. I'm also in-
terested in purchasing similar mate-
rial.

HOWARD LEE
P.O. Box 5950
New York, N.Y. 10017

BRITISH
COLONIES

For those collectors seek-
ing superb philatelic material.

Tell us your collecting area
and see what we have to offer.

19th century British Col-
onies are our specialty.

F. W. COLLINS

Stoborough Croft, St. Cross
Winchester, SO23 9RX,
England

November 1977

ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS
A FULL PROGRAMME FOR DECEMBER
includes

(Bournemouth)

Nov. 30/1 A fine general sale including whole
world and one country collections, ex-
tensive Great Britain; Europe is well
represented (Italy is outstanding); covers
and literature.

(London)

6 OVERSEAS with Scandinavia, includ-
ing the H. V. Farmer Norwegian post-
horns; Basil St. G. Drennan specialized
China fore-runners of the People’s Re-
public, N. Korea, Indonesia, Mongolia
and Vietnam, also a valuable section of
Iraq and Palestine.

(London)

i INDIA: the magnificent collection of
Essays, Proofs and Colour trials with a
specialised study of the reprints of the
1854 issues formed by J. A. Spence.

(London)

8 INDIA: including the comprehensive
collection formed by J. L. Wilson of
California with fine 1852 Scinde
Dawks, 1854, with attractive multiples
and covers, later postage and revenue
stamps of all issues to 1946.

Catalogues: Bournemouth $2 airmail,
London $3 airmail.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE
THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE
INTERNATIONAL LTD.,
50, PALL MALL,
LONDON SW1Y 5JZ,
ENGLAND

Cables: ‘‘Stamps London SW1°’.
Telex: 915 410, V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31
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Zurich “Numerals,” “Double Genevas,” “Basel Doves,"
“Rayons,” “Silk Threads,” “Helvetias” and all the rest,
have been favorites of philatelic connoisseurs for well
over a century.

"o

Because of this consistent, uninterrupted worldwide
popularity, values of these classics make them avail-
able today only to affluent collectors.

Yet, you can enjoy modern masterpieces from Switz-
erland with complete confidence that their value will
continue to rise because demands are continually
growing as more and more collectors appreciate
superb design, outstanding production and general
interest.

And the best part of it is that collectors may obtain new
issues directly from the Philatelic Service Office of the
Postal Administration in Bern at face value, without
handling fees or return postage charges. For those who
want to eliminate the bother and costs of ordering new
sets and first-day covers as each of the four annual
special sets (and such definitives as are required for
rate changes) are issued, the Swiss have a convenient
“subscription service.” One merely remits $20, which
pays for TWO sets of each issue per year. Face values
of ordered items are charged against this account and
sent to subscribers automatically. When funds are
depleted, you may replenish them. It's that easy.

Philatelic Service Office, PTT
3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND.
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For Quality U.S. A., Canada, Great Britain and British
Commonwealth of the Classic Period, please contact
W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in

this area.

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED
| THE ADELPHI

JOHN ADAM STREET
STRAND
LONDON WC2N 6AP
Tel 930 1688/9
Cables: LEASTAMPS.

(and Scandinavia)
BUYING
SELLING
WANT LISTS
The Swedish Specialist
JAY SMITH NORMAN R. SCRIVENER
P.0. Box 5485 B s e
Madison, Wis. 53705 (201) 731-3668
P.O. Box 46 Orange, N.J. 07051
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THE AWARD-WINNING COLLECTIONS FROM THE ESTATE OF

RALPH A. HART

OFFERED AT UNRESERVED AUCTION
ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTORS

BAHAMAS + BARBADOS » BERMUDA = BRITISH HONDURAS =
CAYMAN ISLANDS » DOMINICA = JAMAICA +« MONTSERRAT =
NEVIS » ST. CHRISTOPHER » ST. HELENA » ST. KITTS-NEVIS =
ST. LICIA « ST. VINCENT « TOBAGO = TURKS ISLANDS » TURKS
AND CAICOS ISLANDS.

Essays, proofs, specimens, mint and used stamps in-
cluding multiples and the most wonderful covers (over
2,000). Many great rarities are offered in this outstand-
ing auction sale.

CATALOGUE AVAILABLE NOW
$3.00

or $5. for one (1) year, all sales, including prices realized
(overseas $10.)
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If you are searching for a truly choice
classic cover, your prime source is:

MIDWAY STAMPS LTD.

193 Clinton Avenue
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 10522
(914) 693-2444

We are serious buyers of better material

American Philatelic Research Library
P.0O. Box 8338
State College, PA 16803



THE WORLD
IS OUR
MARKET

No other auction organization can provide a global service such
as Harmers International. With long established branches in London,
in Sydney (Australia), in New York City and now in San Francisco,
Harmers International can offer your collection to buyers world-wide.

Moreover, liberal advances, no lotting fees, profusely illustrated
catalogues, are only a few of the many advantages which are all yours
when you appoint Harmers your agent.

CALL OR WRITE TO US FOR INFORMATION.
HARMERS OF NEW YORK INC. HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC.

6 West 48th Street 49 Geary Street, Suite 217
New York, NY 10036 San Francisco, CA 94102
(212) 757-4460 (415) 391-8244
HARMERS OF LONDON HARMERS OF SYDNEY PTY. LTD.
Stamp Auctioneers Ltd. 187 Macquarie Street
41 New Bond Street Sydney 2000, N.S.W., Australia
London, W1A 4EH, England 011-61-2 221 2916

01-629-0218



