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by Walter Wusza 

Fig. 1-The card that commemorated a meal _at Gros-s--Born cam.p and 
distributed to the lucky few who shared it. 

When on August 29, 1939, my wife 
and I -closed up our home In Gdynia, 
Poland, to return :to America, where 
between 19'16 and 19<34 'I had be-en ed­
itor of various P.ol!sh-Amerlcan pa­
pei,s, we little gues,sed that it would be 
eight years before we reached• our 
destination. We had. stored our house­
hold effects• in Posen pending ship­
ment to the- United States., and we-re 
ourselves• in the city of W-arsaw to get 
pas,sports from the U. S. Consulate, 

Reprinted by permission of ST A'MPS. 

when the Naz.is invaded Poland on 
s,eptember first. 

On that very first day of the war 
Nazi firebombs set the warehouse 
ablaze· that helc1 our furnishings, and 
all of our belongings. were destroyed, 
including paintings:, heirlooms, and 
various other trerusures-, even a safe. 
But that proved a minor disaster in 
-c·omparison with what was 1 to come 
to us in the war year-s. ahead. So, too, 
was· the confiscation of our house in 
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Commemcrative of the 1919 up­
rising of Posen against the Ger­

mans. Issued Dec. 27, • 1944. 

Gdynia, which followed shortly after. 
Scenes of horror, days and nights of 
terror, mental torture ,such as we could 
not then have imagined, were to be 
our lot. Still, we were to be more for­
tunate than many other Poles, my 
wife and I, for though I eventually 
joined the Underground and was of­
ten under suspicion and questioning, 
we managed to out:;,mart our foes. 
Each time the• Gestapo sent me an 
"invitation" to visit them, I succeeded 
in coming away a free man, though I 
shall never forget the dreadfu,l an -
guish of those interviews. Particular­
ly poignant in my memory always 
will be the time I wa.s "invited" to 
room 351 in the Gestapo building. we· 
of the Underground' had grown to 
know that one whose "invitation" 
bore that room number would almost 
certainly not return, nor be s-een or 
heard fr.om again. 

None but those who have ex.peri­
enced it can know the feeling that 

. encompa.s-ses the human w,ho must 
answer, a•s thougih willingly, a ,sum­
mons with such ominous portent. The 
impulse to give way to sta,rk terror 
and f,lee must be replaced, by a stolid 
attitude that simulates innocence and 
a ce,rtain d•egree of stupid,ity. As I 
cll-mbed the stains to l'eac-h my in­
qui•sitors, my legs felt like rubber be­
neath me. Yet, when I reached my 
d·estination, my face must not regis­
ter nor my eyes. betray my fear. 

H,ow I managed to maintain a calm 
and confident bearing in the period 
that followed I shall never know, but 
when afte,r many anguished hours I 
was tolcl that I might go home, my 
calm suddenly left me. I could scarce-
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ly beliecv,e that I had, heard aright, and: 
I guess• it was lest I hadn't, or that 
they might change the·ir minds, that 
I arose like a -shot and fle,w out the 
door with such winged ,sp·eed I almost 
knocked down a guard stationed there, 
and who probably thought I was a 
German. I 1-eaped down the stairs sev­
er-al ste·ps at a time, and .s-ped to my 
wife, who greeted me like one re­
turned from the dead. 

I was guilty enougih, heaven knows, 
according to Nazi standards, for my 
papers showing me to ·be a book­
keeper we-re f-alse, and I w,as actively 
working for Poland with the Under­
ground. In fact, my former -connec­
tion with the city government would 
have been enough to send me before 
the firing squad, for as p-re,ss• advi,sor 
I had written an article in the, Posen 
Polish daily "Nowy Kurjer" entitled 
"Eivery German is a Spy," and this 
had ·appeared jus:t two weeks be-fore 
the onset of the war. In it I h'ad at­
tacked the Germans living in Posen 
so strongly that the Polish censor or­
dered the issue confiscated, but only 
after many copies had been sold. But 
I seemed to bear a charmed 'life. One 
day as I walked down a Wansaw street 
with my pockets bulging with 16·0,000 
marks in 50- and 10,0 mark denomina­
tions which I had converted for the 
Underground, and which were des,ig­
nated for the Underground in Posen, 
I suddenly notieed that a f-ew yards 
ahead of me a man had been stop.peel 
and was be·ing searched by the Ges­
tapo. T'o be caught with that money 
would have meant certain death for 

Small village church built in dis­
tinctly Polish architecture. This is 
ii very rare s.tam.p,-only ,a1bouf 

1~0 were issued 



A page from the catalog of emissions at Oflag P.O.W. Officers Camp in Gross­
Born. Illustration (b) is the rarest of all the Oflag issues. Its, design shows three 
figures, representative of the characters in a play the men had put on in the 
recreation room. (Fig. 2) (Oflag is the combined form for the German "'Off!. 

zierlager"-'-Officer Camp.) 
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me. The impulse to cross to the other 
sitle of the street w-as vetoed by sight 
of Gel'man Gendarmes, there, To turn 
.bacl< in my tracks would unquestion­
ably have aroused suspicion, so I had 
no alternative but to brazen it out. 
Deciding on a bit of hravado as ,my 
best strategy, I stopped beside the 
searching party •and pretend·ed in­
quisitiveness•. "';v;hat do you want?" 
snapped the Gestapo agent, unques­
tionably fooled by my artlessness into 
thinking I was a German. "Get out 
of here." The command gave me the 
excuse to do what I so much longed 
to do-take to my heel-s. 

So much for these typical e:icper­
iences; I cite them because they are 
r,art of the story of the P•risoner of 
War Camp issues- which we will dis­
cus,s in this article. These are the kind 
of experiences which men of the Un­
derground had in their fight for Po­
land, only all of them were not so 
fortunate a,s. I was; .some suffered in­
describable tortures, some death. 

'l'he Prisoner of War issues· which 
we ar€ covering here are those from 
the Oflag Gross-Born ll'D, and Neu­
brandenburg :DLE camps. The men who 
were imprisoned in these camps had 
all been reserve officers in the Polish 
army. They were accompUshed men, 
and many among them had won con­
siderable recognition in the arts and 
sciences and in industrial life. It was 
natural therefore, that these men of 
intelligence and ability ,should have 
found a way to aid Poland despite 
pri.son wall 01· iron bars or isolation in 
remotely located camr,s. The artists 
among them conceived the designs 
for stamps, cards, and covers; the 
engraver,s tooled out the des,igns from 
rough materia.ls with a skiH that it­
.oolf illustrates the-k exceptional tal­
ent. And a way -to make those issues 
bring aid and comfort to the widows 
and orphE\-ns through contac:t with the 
Underground was the brainchild of 
all of them. For the proceeds from 
the -sale of these stamps and other 
ph'llatelic issues were used as a social 
fund for the orr,haned and wid·owed 
-0f Poland's conflict with the enemy. 

Among the noted men in these camps 
who helped to produce the stamps 
was Lt. Antoni Czerniew.ski, famous 
artist and painter, a graduate of the 
Academy of Arts in VHna. He designed 
,some of the issues, o·f Gros-s-•Born IID. 
Today he is· in New York, doing S-Ome 
i)aintings for St. Stanis-laus Church 
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Depicting widow and orphans 

there. There were also Lt. Malisz, a 
renowne·d ar,ch!tect; Lt. Wo1czyns ki, 
well known Polish artist; Lt. Marian 
Gwizdka, famous painter. Among the 
engravers of the stamps was, the g1·eat 
scul.p.tor, Jaroslav Glins,ki, and• the 

• civil engineer and architect, Lt. Bcll­
za:cki. 

The stam,ps were produ,c.ed os.ten­
si,bly to carry mail within the camps. 
Ther·e were over 5,000 men im·p,risoned 
at the Gross.-Bo,rn cam;p alone and 
distances between them were often 
great. So long as, the d-es•igns . were 
not objectionable. to Nazi sens,itivities, 
and because their real purpose of con­
tributing to Poland's unfortunates 
through the Underground was not 
known, they ·were permitted. The de­
signs were not alw•ays aoeeptable tci 
the Germans, ho,weve-r, and in such 
cas-es confiscation, and sometimes 
punishment followed. 

The Underground made contact with 
the prisoner,s by ,send'ing members of 
the Underground force-s to the towns 
neares•t where the camps were; there 
they would await an opportunity to 
strike up acquaintance with guards 
f•rom the camps who c-ame to town to 
buy sup.plies, etc. By means of bribe-s 
they were able Lu make -the desired 
contacts, and thus inter-communica­
tion became possible. 

Crude Materials Used by .Prisoners 

,Not having any of the- facilities 
customarily used for s,tamp p,rod·uc­
tion, the im•pri-soned, men were obliged 
to make their philatelic souvenirs from 
whatever crude materiaLs they could 
garner from w!th'ln the camp, and 
with such tools as their ingenuity 
could devise and imp•rovise. 

Woodblocks were made f,rom waste 
wood picked up fr-om the camp site, 
the engravers carving the designs by 



DNI MORZA (Days of the Sea). Before the first World War, Poland was cu_t 
off fro-m the sea, and in that war she attained access to it. The above 

P.O.W. souvenir sheet commemorates that ev·ent. 

hand with saferty razor blades. It is 
a trLbute to their genius that the 
scene9 and figures, in these designs 
are so well defined, drespite the condi­
tions under which the. wood'blooks were 
,produced. 

Coat of A_rms of Warsaw made 
on wrap,ping paper 

The, paper too ·on which the ,stamps 
were printed was varied, and to say 
the least, unfit for the purpose. Wrap­
J)ing paper, newspaper, tis,9ue paper, 
lined writing paper, and even toilet 
paper was used. T-he stamps were 
printed separately and by hand., s,ome­
times on wet, and as various kinds of 
paper shrink in varying d,egrees while 
drying, there: is as much a;s a five 
per cent difference in the size ·of some. 
issues. 

'The reasons for their issue, the 
events which the stamps commem,or­
ated, were sometimes as· od'd as• the 
methods by which they were produced. 
In Figure I, for instance, we see a 
postcard with a stamp whoae design 
pictures- a fox with a f.ork between !ts 
jaws. Thi,s comm·emorateS' a meal 
which some of the priB'oners at Gross­
Born had ,one day when one of them 
caught a fox. To you fox meat may 
not be a de!ica;cy, but to these poorly­
f.ed men such a meal was an occasion 
for commemoration, and thus, the post 
card. Each of the men who d1:ned off 
the fox received one of the postcards 
as a souvenir. 

(Continued in the next issue) 
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WALTER WUSZA 

Wialter Wusza is shown here as he 
appeared following a grueling experi­
ence in January, 1942, when the Nazis 
picke\l up some 300 men in Warsaw 
with t.he view to getting some slave 
labor for Germany. They were herded 
into a yard and kept nine hours· in a 
2-0 below zero tem,perature before. the 
investigation .and questioning of the 
m~m began. Because the author had 
papers showing he was working for a 
Germlan hous,e (they were actua11y 
false papers), he was released and 
•allowed to go home. The next day he 
develo.ped a higih fever, and it was 
106 days before he was a,ble to leave 
his bed. Today in America, six years 
latei·, he looks half the age that one 
would· have gues,sed him to be when 
this picture was taken. 

NEW M,EMBERS 

Rev. Stephen Bartkowski #'349 
Ho.Jy Cross, Reetory, 

Biruta Street 
New Britain, Conn. 

(E. P. P.) 

Williarri F. Gorkieiwicz # 350 
9333 Gallagher 

Haantramck 1.2, Miich. 
(U. S., EPP, & Genl. For.) 

Van Balmas #.S.51 
27·8 Fenton St. 

Buffalo 6, New York 
(U. S. & IDBI') 

Miss Halina Skupiewski #352 
372 St. Peter Ave., 

Stam.ford Centre, 
Ontario, Canada. 

(Belgium, Lux. & EPP) 
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Joseph J. Czarnik #358 
212129 N. La,troibe Ave. 

Chicago 39, Ill. 
(U. S., EPP, Can. & New IFdld) 

John Crimslik 
8 Murray ,Sitr,eet 

Filey, Yorkshire·, E,ngland 
(EPP) 

Frank L. Przybysz 
25 Nash Street 

New Britain, Conn. 

#354 

#35'5 ' 

(U. S., E,P!P, Fra. & Germ.) 

Gus Rosendale #356 
32 So. Kedzie Ave. 

Chicago 12, m. 
(U. S., EPP, Aust. & Germ.) 

Andrzey G. Lipski 
Lubomiskieg·o 25/6 

Krakow 1, Poland 
(EPP, & Mint. S'heets) 

C. B. Russell 
209 So. Third St. 

Columbus 15, Ohio 
(E!P!P) 

Mitchell Lisiewicz 
32 Ashburton Ave. 

Yonkers 2, N. Y. 
(U. S., EPP) 

Alexander Bru,snicki 
2·9 Washington Rd. 

Springfield, Mass. 
(EJPP & Austria) 

#357 

#358 

#359 

#36-0 

J,oseph Przastek # 361 
868 Eais.tern Ave. 

Schenecitady 8, N. Y. 
(Poland & FDC) 

Vernon E. White #362 
,410 Fair,way Terr. 

Cedar Rapidis, Iowa 
(Poland, Germ. & Switz.) 

CHESTER MIKUCKI IMPROVING 

at the present time, making a Siplendid 
recovery, and we hope to have him at 
our meetings within the next two ur 
three months. In the meantime, Ches­
ter would like to hear from our mem­
ber,s, his friends. His address •is, Ches­
ter J. Mikucki, Room 25·5-·E-2 North, 
Hines, Hllnois. Drop him a line. 
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NEW ISSUES 

by Jack Comar 

In addition to the 50 Zloty green 
and the 100 Zloty orange, airmails 
reported in Issue #6-1, F•eb.-Mar. is­
,sue of the BULLET'l:N, an additional 
value, 75 Zloty black has recently been 
received. No information as. to the 
First Day of !'elease. 

A 15 Zloty sepia commemorative 
stamp has appearnd with the inscrip­
tion "\Viosna Ludow" and the dates 
"18•48.-19'48" to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary ·of the Spring Up-rising. 
The design show,s a young m:an in 
the foreground breaking a chain, sym­
bolizing his release from bondage. In 
the lower left corner is a pio,w which 
i•s resting on the young man's knee, 
while in the lower right is the value 
"15 Zl." In the background are march­
tng soldiers carrying a banner. No 
First Day information is available, al­
though the copy before• me indicates 
it was cancelled March 2·2, 1948. 

In addoition to the stamp, a 6 Zloty 
Post Card, stamp in red, also was is­
sued. This is app,arently a stamped 
greeting card issued becau,se of the 
shortage of paper to supplement the 
ordinary greeting cards. Two d,ifferent 
des•ign.s have been seen and how many 
others hav•e been issued is not known. 
Both bore the inscription "Wesolych 
Swiat" (Joyful Holiday) and were i'e­
leased for the Easter season. 

BULLETIN ON MONTHLY BASIS 
NOW 

We are happy to annouwce to our 
members that the BU,LLEiTIN will be 
published every month from now on, 
with the exceprtion of July, when the 
editor takes. a vacation. 

We are indeed jnd,ebted to our 
printer, Mr. Harl:an Mi-ller, without 
whose splenddd cooperation, we prob­
ably would not even have had a BUL­
LBTIN. Printers are very hard press'ed 
these day,s and not many of them 
are in a pos-ition to take on any exrtra 
work. We are indeed hap.py that Mr. 
l\filler could see ,his way clear to print 
the BULLETIN every month. 

. Memlbers a.re reminded that the 
BULLETIN does.n't get its!elf pub­
lished--there is s·ome work attached 

to getting the material ready for the 
printer. So, how about a little help? 
Send in new items about yourself, or 
other members of Polonus. Did you 
win a~ award? Tell us about it. Do 
you kno,w of spme speci-al aceomrplish­
ment of a member of Polonus? Tell 
us about it. Can you write an article? 
Do so and send it in. Only if you take 
an active intere•st in the BULLE'TIN 
will it be the newsy, infiorm 1ative and 
helpful paper that you would like it 
to be. 

The md,itor. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

Hampel J. Alek,sander 
Suwalska 2'7 

Lodz 7, Poland 

Edward S. Jarosz 
200 East 16'2 Street 

New York 5'6, N. Y. 

Bernard• J·. Sobczak 
18,13 Oortland Street 

Chicago 22, Hlinois 

Herman W. Cotrell 
114 Mercer Sitreet 

Hamilton Square, N. J. 

Carl M. Hirschman 
145 Wood Avenue 

Syracuse ,5, N. Y. 

Tadeusz K. Norski 
451 Central Drive 

Blackpool, England 

.......................... 
PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

M. E. Steczynski, Chairman 
4154 N. LeClaire Ave. 
Chicago 41, Ill. 

Lester Jankowski, Ed'itor 
rn So. La Saile .St. I 
Chicago 3, Ill. 

Pert Powell, Publicity Mgr, 
6528 So. Wolcott Ave. :

1 
Chicago 36, Ill. I 

: J. J. Damar, Business Mgr. 
3715 Clmton Ave . 
Berwyn, Ill. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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TIO BITS 

It is again called to the attention 
of the member.,; of Pol-onus that they 
eX'ercise extr-eme care in the purchase 
of the "Ki,akow ls-sues." 

This warning has been 
and it is repeated· now. 
t,hese "Krakow Lssues" 
have been ex1}ertized. 

given before 
Do not buy 
unless they 

The Experts Committee of the Po 0 

Joni.is Philatelic Society stands ready 
to help you and wHI do so, if you send 
the ''Krakows" to Chairman Frank 
Wolosewick, 4029 Warwick Ave., Chi­
cago 41, Illinois. 

• * * 

Bert Powell ·is writing a series of 
arUcles on specialist stamp s·ociet!es. 
His column appear,s in one of the 
Czecho-•slovak .papers here in Chicago. 
Bert will eventually write about Po­
lonus and perhaps you wHI see it in 
the BUJ.,LETIJN. 

• • • 
At the recent Lithpex, s:tamp exhib­

it of the Lithuanian Philatelic Soci­
ety, Dr. Eisen won the Grand Award, 
Chester Schafer won a first a,ward, M. 
E. S,teczynski and Col. 0. H. Schrader 
won special awards. vVe und·erstand 
that Jack Domar and Col. Schrader· 
were judges•. 

* • • 

At the exhi1bit of the Cz·echoslnvak 
Club August Hrvnak won a second 
award. 

* • • 

At the Austin show, where Bert 
Powell was, one of the Judges, Ben 
Reeves won a first award·. 

We underatand that Col. 0. H. 
Schrader •and Lester Jankowski re­
ceived the Chicag.o Philatelic Society's 
"Elducational Alward" for the.fr exhib­
its at POLPEX 1948. 

• * • 

A new stamp club was recently 
formed in Poland, and is registered 
under the name of "Klub FHatelistow 
W Gorzowie W1kp." The correspond­
ent is I_)r. Leon Andrejew, ul!ca Chro­
brego- 29, Gorzow Wlkp, Poland. 
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Col. o. H. Sohrader gave his talk .on 
Paper before the Hawthorn Stamp 
Club recently and also spoke on Tfoet 
before the Ogden Hill ,Stamp Club. 
P,oJonus members certainly remember 
these fine talks and know that both 
Hawthorn and Ogd,en Hills had a very 
pleasant and instructive ev,ening. 

• • 
Ben Reeves spoke on his favorite 

topic "Don't be a chump, don't spec­
ia:lize!" and Lesiter Jankowski gave 
his talk "On my kitchen tahle" at a 
r-ecent meeting of the Highland Park 
Stamp CJu1b. 

* * * 

Polonus members get around. Ho•w 
about send'ing in a few . ·lines about 
your stamp activities. S,md it in to 
the Editor, we should like to mention 
it in Tid' Bits. Let the membership 
know what y,ou a.re doing. 

'.Ve hope you have noticed that there 
is no Members Mart this: month. It 
has been temporarily discontinued. 
Know why? No ads. It seems mem,bers 
have ideas-one of them a column for 
ads, ,vhere members could offer their 
duplicates or what they wanted to 
d'ispose of-and then, when they con­
v,ince the, Publi:ations Committee, and 
it wasn't an ea:sy job, refus;e, to sup­
port it. Mind you, we are not wailing 
at its discontinuance, but we are some­
what disturbed that those Who urged 
most strenuously that the BULLIETIN 
d·evote a part o,f its space to ad,s of 
members off.erlng the stamps of Po­
land, should when the opportunity !s 
presented to them, fail to take ad­
vantage of it. If the mem-bers of Polo­
nus want a ME:MBER:S. MIART they 
will have it. 

* • • 

During the absence of Chester Mik­
uoki, due to his illness, Adam Klos­
kow,ski i-s acting as the presid:ing of­
ficer at our meEitings and is doing 
his usual and customary swell job. 

* * • 

Our ti,easurer, Dr. S. M. Mfod'Uszew­
s:ki, 1176 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago 
22, Illinois, requests members to pay 
their 19·48 dues as promptly as p.ossi­
ble. Get your money in boys and 
girls. 


