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Whatever your passion when it comes to philately we have the 
albums and storage systems for you. At Royal Mail we offer a 
wide range of high-quality albums, binders and slipcases that  
are tailor-made to meet your needs.

Be it First Day Covers, Commemorative Covers, Special Stamps, 
Machins, Miniature Sheets, Presentation Packs, Stamp Books,  
or Coin Covers, we are bound to have the perfect solution for  
viewing, storing and preserving your philatelic works of art.

To find out more simply visit: www.royalmail.com/albums  
or call 03457 641 641 now.
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The War is coming to an end Royal Mail  
release the last of five World War I issues  
with the 1918 Special Stamp set. Andrew Neish  
considers the emotions of a nation 388

Contents

King George V tribute 
A letter from the King 
expressing gratitude 
to those that made the 
ultimate sacrifice 398

Stamp Scene  
Dane Garrod directs 
philatelists to all the 
events and activities 
that will be happen-
ing across the nation 
in September 404

Tudor stamps
Reflecting on The 
Great Tudor stamp 
release of  1997 and 
King Henry’s life at his 
favourite home 402

News from the Front 
John Barefoot offers 
insight into postal items 
dated 1918 from both 
sides of  the Western 
Front 394

Acting its age 
The Bulletin casts a 
spotlight on The Old 
Vic Special Stamp issue 
celebrating its 200th 
anniversary 410

Editor Tim Noble, Royal Mail, 185 Farringdon Road, Floor MP-03, 
London EC1A 1AA l Design and content creation Ian Boardman, 
Adesso Creative Ltd l Price £1.95 from Post Office Ltd philatelic outlets 
or by order from Post Office branches l 12 months’ subscriptions 
£18.95 UK and Europe; £24.95 rest of the world. Send subscriptions to 
Royal Mail Stamps and Collectibles, PO Box 1373, Sunderland SR5 9PG, 
UK or subscribe online at royalmail.com/bulletin l Binders (to hold 24 
issues) £8.50 and storage boxes (about 30 copies) £9.95, are also 
available by post or online l Copyright and editorial rights are reserved 
by Royal Mail Group Ltd l All rights reserved l Reproduction in whole or 
parts is prohibited without prior permission of Royal Mail Group Ltd l 
Printed in Great Britain by Zenith Print & Packaging Ltd l ISSN 0953 
8119 l Royal Mail is a trading name and registered trade mark of Royal 
Mail Group Ltd. Registered in England and Wales, number 4138203. 
Registered office: 100 Victoria Embankment, London EC4Y 0HQ l  
Stamp images © Royal Mail Group Ltd.

The Old Vic Quiz 
Your chance to win The Old Vic Presentation Pack 414

386-387contents.indd   387 06/08/2018   10:56



BRIT ISH PH ILATEL IC  BULLET IN

388

In four long, murderous years, millions of lives  
were lost, millions more were destroyed by grief.  
In six short, merciful hours, it was all over. 
The Germans signed the Armistice at 5am on 11 November 1918. At 11am 
the First World War officially ended. So, too, has Royal Mail’s philatelic 
story of  this epic conflict concluded with the release of  the First World 
War 1918 Special Stamp set. In 1918, war-weary citizens of  the belligerent  
nations experienced mixed emotions about the global trauma they had  
endured: pride, loss, anger, bitterness, happiness, relief. This fifth and final 
First World War issue beautifully balances some of  those conflicting feelings 
in six powerful stamps, a Presentation Pack, Coin Covers and other poignant 

commemorations – all issued on 13 September.
One of  three £1.55 values, for example, shows 

the Grave of  the Unknown Warrior at Westminster 
Abbey. No matter what our feelings are about war, 
one cannot help but feel a stab of  pride for the 
sacrifice that unnamed, unsung soldier made in 
the hellish trenches of  the Western Front. Pride, 
also, in remembering Walter Tull, whose dashing 
portrait appears on one of  the First Class stamps. 
Tull had the distinction of  being the first mixed-
race army officer to command troops in a regular 
unit. He was killed in action just months before 
the war ended. 

The First World War 1918 – Stamp Specifications
Date of issue	 13 September

Number of stamps	 Six (3 x 1st Class, 3 x £1.55)

Stamp design	 hat-trick design

Stamp format	 Square

Stamp size	 35mm x 35mm

Number per sheet	 25/50

Printer	 International Security Printers

Print process	 Lithography

Perforations	 14.5 x 14.5

Phosphor	 Bars as appropriate

Gum	 PVA

Peace at last
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It is impossible, too, not to be stung by the bitterness of Wilfred Owen’s  
angry line from Anthem for Doomed Youth on another First Class stamp, in 
which he rages that no ringing of church bells will commemorate the  
fallen: ‘What passing-bells for these who die as cattle? Only the monstrous 
anger of the guns.’ Yet there is simple commemoration in the First Class  
poppy stamp. A hundred poppies were photographed individually, then  
combined for one composite picture symbolising 100 years in which we
have refused to forget the fallen.  
Indeed, remembrance and  
history march side by side  
in this final issue, which  
also features a Stamp  
Souvenir, Prestige Stamp  
Book, Retail Stamp Book,  
Composite Sheet,  
Postcards and Framed  
Stamps. And do not  
miss the October  
edition of the Bulletin  
when the Special  
Stamps will be the  
focus of a detailed report. ▶

FD1820-TH

FD1820-PL

FD1820-NP

From top left: the Presentation  
Pack, the Yorkshire Telegraph 
& Star of 11 November 1918, 
First Day Cover and (bottom) 
Zafer and Barbara Baran’s 
100 Poppies composite  
image created with 100  
photographed poppies
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While the Presentation Pack covers the last year 
of the war from a historical and strategic perspective,  

it also reminds us that it was the sacrifice of ordinary  
men that achieved the f inal victory. The Coin Cover  

focuses solely on sacrifice, telling the story of battlefield  
cemeteries overseas and the Cenotaph at home, and the moving 

tale of the Unknown Warrior.
The Presentation Pack Inner explains that even though war leaders  

such as British Prime Minister David Lloyd George and US President  
Woodrow Wilson were planning for peace as early as January 1918, 
the year was riven with more violence, death and political chaos.  
Germany’s final bid for victory came with its spring offensive of  
21 March, launched on a misty morning to the crashing fanfare  
of a million-shell barrage against British lines. This attack stunned 
the British, and 21,000 soldiers were captured. The Germans pushed 
towards Ypres, making for the Channel ports that supplied their  
enemy’s armies. But the Presentation Pack reveals how, as the Germans 
failed to achieve their strategic objectives, the offensive petered out, 
blunted by the Allies during the Second Battle of the Marne in July. 

On 8 August came the British counter-attack at Amiens. Supported 
by tanks, Commonwealth troops ripped a hole in the German lines, 
rolling up thousands of prisoners in an eight-mile advance. Late summer  
saw assault after assault by British, French, Belgian and American  
forces, which took chunks out of the German defences. The Allies  
smashed through the Hindenburg Line in September. This was  
decisive. The breaching of the Kaiser’s last prepared position meant his 
army’s position was untenable. Defeat was inevitable. Germany’s allies 
had already fallen away. The Turks were defeated at Damascus. The 
Bulgarians sued for peace. The Austro-Hungarians were shattered by 
the Italians near Vittorio Veneto. Germany, also facing a naval mutiny 

Left to Right: the Comrades 
of the Great War badge, 
Presentation Pack Inner, the 
golden wreath laid by Kaiser 
Wilhelm II on the tomb of  
Saladin in Damascus in 1898 
and removed by TE Lawrence 
in 1918 and Sir William  
Orpen’s The Signing of Peace 
in the Hall of Mirrors,  
Versailles, 28th June 1919
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at Kiel and a festering revolution, signed the 
Armistice two days after the Kaiser abdicated 
on 9 November. 

The Presentation Pack is peppered with 
contemporary photography and artefacts 
that tell the tale of that f inal bloody year. 
The images include an exhausted-looking 
British soldier captured during the Germans’ 
spring offensive, and Armistice celebrations 
in Trafalgar Square. Among the artefacts 
are uniform epaulettes taken from German 
prisoners; a battle-damaged British battalion 
flag; and a golden wreath, laid on the tomb  
of Saladin in Damascus by the Kaiser in 
1898 and removed by Lawrence of Arabia  
in 1918. 

There is an intriguing insight into the 
mind of the artist who painted the picture 
of the signing of the Treaty of Versailles  
on 28 June 1919, which is shown on the  
Presentation Pack Outer. Sir William Orpen 
produced this painting after witnessing the  
signing in the Hall of Mirrors at King Louis  
XIV’s lavish palace. As a war artist, Sir  
William had been to battlefields and seen  
the suffering of rank-and-file soldiers and  
civilian refugees. He angrily and unfavourably 
compared the self-congratulatory air of the 
politicians present with the frontline troops 
who had endured so much hardship. ▶

First World War 1918 – Prices     
Stamps	 £6.66

First Day Cover	 £8.41

Presentation Pack	 £7.20

Prestige Stamp Book	 £15.65 
Pane one: 4 x 1st Class, Poem stamps	 £2.68 
Pane two: 3 x 3 1st Class, First World War 1918 stamps	 £2.01 
Pane three: 3 x £1.55, First World War 1918 stamps	 £4.65 
Pane four: 8 x 1st Class, 4 Poppy stamps,  
4 Machin definitives	 £5.36

Stamp Souvenir	 £8.41

First Day Envelope	 30p

First Day Envelope (Prestige Stamp Book)	 30p

Stampcards (6 in set)	 £2.70

Coin Cover – BU	 £17.50

Coin Cover – Silver Proof	 £67.50

Coin Cover – Gold Proof	 £840.00

Stamp Book – 6 x 1st Class, 	 £4.02 
2 Poppy stamps, 4 Machin definitives

Composite Sheet – 5 year compilation	 £32.94

Framed Stamps 	 £29.99

Framed Stamps – complete set of 30	 £79.99

Framed Stamps – 5 Poppy stamps framed with poem	 £49.99

Souvenir Pack – 5 x Poem Prints with Poppy stamp image 	 £24.99

Bundle BU Coin Covers x4	 £63.00

First World War Album	 £24.99
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As we remember the fallen of  the First World War 100 years on, the Coin 
Covers – Brilliant Uncirculated, Silver Proof  and Gold Proof  – reveal how 
the British people prepared to remember the dead after hostilities ceased. 
They explain the origins of  great symbols of  remembrance that resonate with 
us today in 2018: the Cenotaph; the British Legion poppy; the Grave of  the 
Unknown Warrior.

The Coin Cover Insert Inner explains how the Imperial War Graves  
Commission operated under the principle that the bodies of  those killed in 
action should remain buried on foreign battlefields beside their comrades.  
Yet this deprived relatives of  a focal point for their grief  and personal remem-
brance. Sir Edwin Lutyens, one of  the country’s leading architects, was therefore 
commissioned to design a Cenotaph which would represent the dead as the 
living – surviving veterans – marched past on future Armistice Days.

During the Peace Parade of  19 July 1919, less than a month after Versailles, 
more than 15,000 soldiers trooped down Whitehall past a temporary plaster 
and wood Cenotaph. Lutyens’ 11 metre-high stone edifice was unveiled on 
11 November the following year. It rapidly became a conduit for the emo-
tions of  those bereft by war: within days of  the unveiling, the Cenotaph’s 
base had been swathed in a blanket of  flowers and wreaths. The Coin Cover 
explains that the Cenotaph’s universal appeal lies in the fact that it is simple,  
unadorned, and free of  political or religious symbols; and that its only  
inscription is the simple statement of  commemoration: ‘The Glorious Dead’. 
Yet, the Insert reveals, Lutyens’ original design had been slightly less simple. 
He had wanted painted marble flags on the monument. The government  
rejected the idea, insisting on the real, silk flags we see today, as their movement 
would bring the Cenotaph to life.

In 1921 silk and cloth poppies were introduced, and sold for the first time 
just before Armistice Day, the Insert explains. Poppies were already being 
sold in the United States to support the work of  the American Legion. Field 
Marshal Earl Haig helped set up a similar fund here, to support the newly 
formed British Legion. That ultimate symbol of  sacrifice and remembrance, 
the Grave of  the Unknown Warrior, is examined on the Coin Cover Insert 

Above: the Handstamp that  
features on all versions of  
Coin Covers

Below: the BU Coin Cover, 
Insert Front, Insert (opened 
out) and Insert Reverse
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Back. The Insert explains how in the autumn of  1920 it was agreed that an 
unidentified soldier killed on the Western Front should be buried in Westminster 
Abbey as a symbol of  the fallen. A number of  bodies were taken from the 
battlefields to a French chapel, where one body was chosen at random by a 
blindfolded officer. It was put in an ornate oak casket and ferried to Britain.  
Here, on Armistice Day, 11 November 1920, the body of  this Unknown  
Warrior was paraded to the Abbey past Lutyens’ new Cenotaph, unveiled 
that day by King George V. The soldier’s funeral was attended by The King 
and the great and good of  the land.

Orders for Serviced First Day Covers (ie stamped and postmarked) 
must reach Royal Mail by 13 September. Customers may also send stamped  
envelopes on the day of  issue to Royal Mail, Tallents House, 21 South  
Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB, for the Tallents House postmark. 

Please quote the Bulletin media code 18Bul09.  
The postmark features an illustration of  a  
badge from the Comrades of  the Great War  
veteran association. It amalgamated with  
two other veteran organisations to form  
the British Legion in 1920. Two alternative  
postmarks have the location London SW1,  
as this is where the Cenotaph is situated.  
The pictorial version has the inscription  
‘World War at an End’, as declared in the  
Yorkshire Telegraph & Star newspaper,  
an image of  which appears in the  
Presentation Pack •

Acknowledgements 100 Poppies by 
Zafer and Barbara Baran © Royal Mail 
Group Ltd 2018; ‘Anthem for Doomed 
Youth’ quotation used with kind permission 
of The Wilfred Owen Estate, illustration by 
Andrew Davidson © Royal Mail Group 
Ltd 2018; Second Lieutenant Walter Tull, 
photograph © Walter Tull Archive; We 
Are Making a New World by Paul Nash © 
IWM; The Grave of the Unknown Warrior, 
Westminster Abbey, London, photograph 
© English Heritage; Lieutenant Francis  
Hopgood’s goggles, featured with kind 
permission of The Museum of Army Flying, 
photograph by John Ross © Royal Mail 
Group Ltd 2018; 33rd Battalion flag, British 
soldier, shoulder straps, wreath from the tomb  
of Saladin and badge © Imperial War  
Museums; Woodrow Wilson addressing 
Congress © The Stanley Weston Archive/
Getty Images; Armistice Day in Trafalgar 

Square © The Royal Photographic Society 
Collection/National Science and Media 
Museum/SSPL/Getty Images; American 
soldiers © Time Life Pictures/US Army 
Signal Corps/The LIFE Picture Collection/
Getty Images; newspaper © Roger But-
terfield; outer – The Signing of Peace in 
the Hall of Mirrors, Versailles, 28th June 
1919 by Sir William Orpen © Imperial War 
Museums; carrier card – map of Europe 
in 1919 © London Geographical Institute
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Comfort for the troops - chocolate and  
cigarettes were great but a message from  

a loved one was treasured. Tilly Meyer  
writes from Hamburg to Karl at the front.  

Meyer was a common surname, both  
of German origin (mayor or headman),  

or Jewish origin (“shining one”).  
Troops could be addressed only  
by unit and number, not location.

Way back in 1799 and during the Crimean War the 
General Post Office provided officials to run a 
postal service for the army. So long before the 
outbreak of  The First World War it had been well 
established that regular receipt of  letters from 
home was an important morale booster. That of  
course was a two-way street with anxious loved 

A postal search into the 
Lost Generation

1918
ones back home awaiting news from the men  
engaged in the perils of  warfare. It was also true 
of  those fighting on the other side of  the Western 
Front and so here we provide cameos of  the postal  
activity of  that year that document history and 
the turmoil of  a generation that reverberates 100 
years on •
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The seaside war. When Italy joined the 
war, Allied troops were posted to northern 
Italy to help contain the threat of  Austrian 
advances. The postmark L.3 indicated the 
British Army in Italy. The postcard from 
Parigi (near Portofino) depicts the crystal 
clear blue waters of the seaside location, 
the perfect posting after time in the mud 
of Flanders. The postcard was still military 
mail and hence needed the censor cachet 
“PASSED BY CENSOR 320”.

War Bonds in Britain carried high interest  
and were seen as a way for those with 
savings to support the war effort. Here, 
a nice example of a “WAR BONDS” roller 
cancel on a postcard to Canada. The long 
term effect of the enormous cost of war and 
long-term national indebtedness caused 
grave economic problems in the 1920s. The 
Scottish socialist Tom Johnston later wrote 
“No foreign conqueror could have devised  
a more complete robbery and enslavement 
of the British Nation”.

Chaulnes on the Somme was taken by the 
Germans in 1914 and was the second line of 
defence in the 1916 Battle of the Somme, where 
British tanks were used for the first time in active 
warfare. Chaulnes was abandoned in the 1917 
retreat to the Hindenburg Line, but retaken briefly 
by the Germans in 1918 (date of the card) by 
which time the depicted church, chateau and 
whole village were merely rubble and mud.  

Allied troops with a strong Australian contingent 
retook Chaulnes for the last time in August 1918. 
German censorship was usually done at Unit level: 
here, a boxed violet censor of the Bavarian artillery 
unit 1020”.
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Sending viewcards was a popular 
activity in the first years of the 1900s 

and the passion did not die in  
wartime. Being in the trenches was 

no holiday, but sending a pretty 
card was perhaps reassuring  

to those at home. Here are two  
examples of troop mail with 

touristic views, from ARMY POST 
OFFICE S.79 and a similar one 

from S.5, both censored. In the 
case of the top one, a half-hearted 

attempt was made to delete the 
town name before despatching the  

card to Huddersfield.
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The Worcester going into action. 
The back of this officially produced 
patriotic viewcard states that “The 
Worcester Regiment, whose colours 
bear the names of Marlborough’s 
and Wellington’s victories, was 
singled out for special mention on 
the Battle of Ypres by Lord (then Sir 
John) French.”

Bruges had been occupied by the Germans in 1914, with very little damage, 
and remained an important administrative and supplies base safe from events 
on the Somme. This Feldpost item from March 1918, was sent by a soldier in a 
Transport unit (their oval censor cachet shown here) in March 1918. However, 
British and Allied offensives began in the second part of 1918, and Bruges was 
captured 19th October 1918 and British troops reached the Dutch border on  
the 20th. The Armistice now seemed inevitable. 

WWI history.indd   397 02/08/2018   15:35



BRIT ISH PH ILATEL IC  BULLET IN

398

Notification of a soldier  
being wounded dated 20th 
February 1918. A letter  
informing his wife/mother  
that Henry James Green  
had been wounded two 
weeks previously

Below: The envelope that  
enclosed the notification
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Acknowledgement certificate: 
A small card in recognition of 
Ellen Bairnfather’s work as a 
‘Lady Postwoman’ in the  
Paddington Post Office  
during the First World War

All images on this spread  
and the King George V tribute 
are reproduced with the  
kind permission of Bath  
Postal Museum

A directive from the Post 
Office giving details of how 
members of the public can 
send letters and parcels to 
servicemen posted overseas

399
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It was on 4 August 1914 that King George V penned the words that  
betrayed his anxiety for his nation. His diary revealed; “I held a council 
at 10.45 to declare war with Germany. It is a terrible catastrophe but it 
is not our fault. ...Please to God it may soon be over.” Subsequent events 
from 1914 to 1918 must have surpassed his worse fears with Britain and its 
allies engaged in the unprecedented horrors of  the First World War. For 
those mourning the loss of  loved ones that had paid the ultimate price for 
King and country, George V’s tribute to the fallen would have offered solace 
however small •

King George honours the brave

The letter of gratitude from  
King George V with a facsimile 
of his signature, which was  
delivered with the Memorial 
Scroll (right)

400
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This confirmation of receipt 
request was also posted with 
the King’s letter and scroll

The Memorial Scroll;  
accompanying the King’s 
letter commemorating  
Sergeant John Philip Price 
who gave his life whilst 
fighting with the Royal  
Welsh Fusiliers during the 
First World War. The  
Regiment raised 39  
Battalions and were the 
proud recipients of 77  
battle honours and  
eight Victoria Crosses  
during the course of the 
Great War
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Epicentre of power, pleasure palace, metaphor for 
the magnificence and glory of King Henry VIII’s 
reign. Hampton Court meant all this for Henry, 
shown here in the 1997 issue, The Great Tudor, 
along with his six wives. Indeed, the set demonstrates 
one of the many ways Henry expressed his power  
– by acquiring any woman he wanted to be his 
queen. Likewise, the recently released Hampton 
Court Palace Special Stamps articulate the  
extraordinary life led by Henry, his wives and 
1,000 courtiers at Thomas Wolsey’s former home by 
the Thames.

Hampton Court was, quite simply, Henry’s  
favourite home out of over 60 he owned across the 
country. While, as absolute ruler, he used it as his 
seat of government, the palace was also The King’s 
personal playground. Henry was sport-crazy, and 
Hampton Court gave him the action he needed.  
When weary of government duties, he and 
high-ranking courtiers dashed off to joust at the  
palace tiltyard. Here, from five brick spectating 
towers, Henry would also enjoy watching others 
battle it out in wrestling matches. The king enclosed 
Home Park and with his aristocratic friends hunted 
fallow and red deer there, or practised his archery. 

Hampton Court
Welcome to Henry’s  
house of fun

Hawking and real tennis also kept him occupied. He 
gambled and bet on tennis matches and dice games, 
happy to lose hundreds of pounds to his courtiers.

Great feasts fed Henry’s large appetite – but for 
food not for entertaining. Usually The King would 
dine alone, his meals prepared in a private kitchen 
by his French personal chef. Venison, swan, conger 
eel and even porpoise might be on his table. But his 
main kitchens, with their staff of 200, could happily  
rise to the occasion when required: in 1538, Hamp-
ton Court catered a dinner for 800 ambassadors 
and courtiers to celebrate the birth of Henry’s son 
Edward at the palace. Consumption at Hampton 

Catherine of Aragon 
Just 17 when he married the 
beautiful 23-year-old daughter 
of Spain’s King Ferdinand, 
Henry was besotted with 
Catherine. But her failure to 
give him a male heir doomed 
their marriage.

Anne Boleyn 
French-educated and stylish, 
courtier’s daughter Anne 
first caught Henry’s eye at a 
masque in London. Their  
tempestuous marriage turned 
sour and Anne, accused of 
treason, was beheaded in 1536.

Jane Seymour 
Lady-in-waiting Jane Seymour 
married Henry just 11 days  
after Anne’s execution. 
Henry’s favourite wife, Jane 
gave him a long-awaited son, 
the future Edward VI, but died 
soon after his birth.

Anne of Cleves 
‘I like her not,’ was Henry’s 
verdict after meeting Anne. 
Their wedding night was 
disastrous thanks to Anne’s 
innocence and Henry’s impo-
tence. Their unconsummated 
marriage was annulled.

HC Henry VIII.indd   402 02/08/2018   15:46
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Court was staggering: 80 sheep eaten a day; 25 
barrels of wine consumed a month; almost two 
million logs used in the cooking fires every year.

Yet The King’s time at Hampton Court was not 
always fun and frivolity; Henry’s serious political  
duties and the bitter nature of his love life pervade 
the very architecture of Hampton Court. The floor-
plan was designed to reflect Henry’s supreme power 
and to restrict access to him to all but the highest 
in the land. The King’s private apartments lay at 
the end of a chain of rooms, divided by doorways 
all manned by guards. The more important you 
were, or the better dressed, the more progress you 

Catherine Howard 
When Henry was away  
from court, pretty, flirtatious 
Catherine was unfaithful to 
him with courtier Thomas 
Culpepper, for which she  
was executed at the Tower  
of London in 1542. 

Catherine Parr 
Lively and scholarly (she was 
the first English queen to write 
her own books), Catherine, 
who survived Henry, influenced 
stepdaughter Elizabeth’s  
approach to leadership when 
she herself became queen.

made through those doors. Henry’s inner circle 
would make it to the end, meeting Henry in his 
Privy Chamber. Apart from political advice, their 
duties included dressing and washing him; they 
would even be at hand when he was on his luxurious  
toilet, which was draped in sheepskin, black velvet 
and ribbons. 

As for his wives, Catherine of Aragon occupied 
a set of rooms constructed by Wolsey on the east 
side of the palace’s Clock Court. When she was cast 
aside, Henry had new, grander rooms built for Anne 
Boleyn on Cloister Green Court. When she in turn 
fell from grace, Henry instructed workmen to erase 
evidence of her existence from Hampton Court 
and replace it with symbols of his new love, Jane  
Seymour. On the bridge over the moat, for  
example, Anne’s emblem of the leopard was  
transformed into the panther badge of Jane.  
Likewise, Jane’s coat of arms replaced Anne’s on 
the palace vanes. After being arrested for adultery 
and treason at Hampton Court, Catherine Howard 
broke away from her captors and ran screaming  
through the palace, begging in vain for mercy  
from her husband. Her ghost is said to make that 
same wild, desperate journey today. So yes, 
Hampton Court was a pleasure palace that pleased 
Henry greatly. Yet within its imposing walls lie the 
memories of a private life that made The King 
bitter and unhappy, despite the exultant, extrava-
gant lifestyle the palace gave him •
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Stamp Scene Dane Garrod keeps you posted  on 
events and activities in the philatelic world

The first meeting of the new season for the Great Britain Philatelic  
Society will be in Room C at the Business Design Centre, Islington, during 
STAMPEX, on Saturday 15th September. From 2.15pm onwards, Janet 
Bygate FRPSL will present on the subject of ‘British Expeditionary Forces 
in the Second World War’, and visitors are welcome to come and see what 
this society  can offer.
On Friday 14th September, the Great Britain Overprint Society will meet 
in the Executive Suite of the Business Design Centre at Upper Street,  
Islington, London N1 0QH, from 1.30pm to 4pm, during STAMPEX, 
when there will be displays from society members. Visitors and prospective 
new members are welcome to attend. 
The Channel Islands Specialist Society will meet on 22 September at the 
Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, London SE1 8UJ, when the theme will be 
the Channel Islands Occupation. The society president, Gerald Marriner 
FRPSL, will present on ‘Problems of communication within the Channel 
Islands during the  occupation’, followed by member displays on the day’s 
theme. The society will be delighted to have non-members attending, but 
requests that they should  contact the society secretary, Richard Flemming, 
by email beforehand at  secretary@ciss1950.org.uk.
The National Philatelic Society meets on the First Floor of The Postal  
Museum, 15-20 Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DA, the society’s new  
permanent meeting place, where refreshments are available, and visitors 
and prospective new members are most welcome. The first meeting of 
the new season will be on Saturday 8th September when Nick Harris will  
describe ‘Postal History - Anglo-Boer War’. The following meeting where 
Barrie Cook presents ‘Morocco Agencies - G.B. KGVI & QEII issues’ will 
be on Saturday 13th October •
1 September City of Preston Philatelic Society Annual Stamp Fair, Barton 
Village Hall, Garstang Road, Preston PR3 5AA, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: 
Ian Neary, 07522 900818, ianmneary@hotmail.com.
• Huddersfield Stamp Fair, St. Thomas’s Community Centre, Manchester 
Road, Longroyd Bridge, Huddersfield HD1 3HU, 9.30am to 4pm, 4 deal-
ers, tea and coffee available. Enquiries: Alastair Campbell, 01484 681559.
• Liverpool Stamp Fair, St. Columba Church Hall, Hillfoot Road, Hunts 
Cross, Liverpool L25 0NR, 10am to 3.30pm, 7 dealers. Enquiries: Terry 
Barnett, 0151 486 2610.
• Leicester Stamp Fair, Derby Room, Holiday Inn, 129 St. Nicholas  
Circle,  Leicester LE1 5LX, 9.30am to 3.30pm. Enquiries: John Suschitzky,  
0116 235 0441.
• Rawreth Stamp Fair, Rawreth Parish Hall, Church Road, Rawreth SS11 
8SH, 10am to 4pm, 10 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: Steve 
Search, 01702 323682, stevesearch@hotmail.com. 

Society Meetings for  
GB collectors

Diary Dates of Stamp Fairs
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• Charing Cross Market, 1 Embankment Place, Villiers Street, London 
WC2N 6RH, 7am to 3pm. Enquiries: Bridget Petticrew, 01252 842906, 
bridget@ charingcrossmarket.com.
• Beckenham Stamp and Postcard Fair, Azelia Hall, Croydon Road,  
Beckenham BR3 4DA, 9am to 3pm, 12 dealers, refreshments available.  
Enquiries: Ray McQuade, 0208 395 9285.
• Haywards Heath Postcard and Collectors’ Fair, Clair Hall, Perrymount 
Road, Haywards Heath RH16 3DN, 10.30am to 4pm, 25 dealers, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: Rosemary Shepherd, 01892 662132.
• Deal Stamp Fair, The Landmark Centre, 129 High Street, Deal CT14 
6BB, 9am to 1pm. Enquiries: Peter Barrett, 01304 829827.
2 September Wolverhampton Stamp Fair, Bradmore Social Club, 60 
Church Street, Wolverhampton WV3 7ER, 9am to 3pm, 8 dealers, Social 
Club bar  available. Enquiries: John Coaten, 07808 864297. 
• Milton Keynes Stamp Fair, Novotel, Saxon Street, Leybourne Court,  
Heelands, Milton Keynes MK13 7RA, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: Simon 
Shaw, 07534 496845.
• Sevenoaks Stamp Fair, The Stag Plaza, Stag Theatre, London Road,  
Sevenoaks TN13 1ZZ, 10am to 4pm, 12 dealers, refreshments all day.  
Enquiries: Robert Uden, 01303 238807. 
6 September Rugby Stamp and Postcard Fair, Rogers Hall, Deerings Road, 
Hillmorton, Rugby CV21 4EN, 9.30am to 3pm, refreshments available.  
Enquiries: Simon Hemmings, 01455 642248, stamps@midphil.com.
7 September Strand Stamp Fair, The Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, 
Bedford Way, Russell Square, London WC1H 0DG, 9am to 4pm. Enquiries: 
Kate Puleston, 020 8946 4489.
8 September Bilsborrow Stamp Fair, Village Hall, Bilsborrow PR3 0RE, 
10am to 3.30pm, 10 to 12 dealers, hot and cold food all day. Enquiries: Terry 
Barnett, 0151 486 2610.
• North Wales Stamp and Postcard Fair, Ysgol Eirias, Eirias Road, Colwyn 
Bay LL29 7SP, 9.30am to 3pm, 12 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: 
Steve Chapman, 01745 826434.
• Derby Stamp Fair, Nunsfield Community Hall, 33 Boulton Road, Alvaston, 
Derby DE24 0FD, 9.30am to 4pm, 7 dealers, refreshments from 12 noon.  
Enquiries: Kevin Johnson, 07808 665472.
• Milton Keynes Philatelic Society Stamp Fair, Methodist Hall, Queensway, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 2HB, 10am to 4pm, 6 dealers, tea, sandwich-
es and cakes available. Enquiries: Karen Goodger, 01908 521220, info@ 
miltonkeynesphilatelics.
• Laindon Stamp Fair, Methodist Church Hall, High Road, Langdon Hills 
SS16 6EX, 9.30am to 3pm, 8 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries:  
David Church, 01268 543371.
• Upminster Stamp Fair, St. Lawrence Church Hall, Corbets Tay Road,  
Upminster RM14 2AJ, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: Simon Shaw, 07534 496845.
• Charing Cross Market, 1 Embankment Place, Villiers Street, London 
WC2N 6RH, 7am to 3pm. Enquiries: Bridget Petticrew, 01252 842906, 
bridget@ charingcrossmarket.com. ▶
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• Orpington Stamp and Postcard Fair, Christ Lutheran Church, 227 Poverest 
Road, Petts Wood, Orpington BR5 1RD. Enquiries: 07746 124846.
• Weston-super-Mare - Michael Hale Collectors’ Fair, Victoria Methodist 
Church Hall, Station Road, Weston-super-Mare BS23 1XU, 10am to 4pm. 
Enquiries: 01749 677669, Michael Hale.
• Poole and Bournemouth Stamp and Postcard Annual Fair, Upton Community 
Centre, Poole Road, Upton BH16 5JA, 10am to 4pm, 15 dealers, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: Chris Wheeler, 01202 395484. 
• Folkestone Stamp Fair, Trinity Church Hall, Sandgate Road, Folkestone 
CT20 2UQ, 9am to 1.30pm. Enquiries: Peter Barrett, 01304 829827.
9 September Chelmsford Stamp and Postcard Fair, Old Chelmsfordians 
Club, Roxwell Road, Chelmsford CM1 2LY, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: Steve 
Burnell, 01708 229763.
• Wokingham Stamp Fair, St. Crispin’s Centre, London Road, Wokingham 
RG40 1SR, 9am to 3pm. Enquiries: Tristan Brittain, 07957 158299.
12 September Cheltenham Stamp Fair, St. Andrew’s United Reformed 
Church, Montpellier Street, Cheltenham GL50 1SP, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: 
Mark Grimsley, 0117 962 3203, mark_grimsley-stamps@hotmail.co.uk.
• Ripley Stamp Club Fair, Village Hall, High Street, Ripley GU23 6AF, 
12.30pm to 3.30pm, 10 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: Martin 
Mathewson, 01932 565814, martin.mathewson100@gmail.com.
12 - 15 September Autumn STAMPEX 2018, Business Design Centre,  
Islington, London N1 0QH, 50+ dealers, full cafeteria facilities all day. 
Opening times are Wednesday 12th, 11am to 7pm; Thursday 13th, 10am 
to 6pm; Friday 14th, 10am to 6pm; Saturday 15th, 10am to 5pm. Nearest 
underground  station is Angel. Further details are given below. 
15 September Hull Stamp Fair, St. James Centre, 169 First Lane, Hessle, 
Hull HU13 9EY, 9.30am to 4pm, 5 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: 
Kevin Johnson, 07808 665472.
• Chester Stamp Fair, Hoole United Reformed Church, Hoole Road, 
Chester CH2 3AU, 10am to 3.30pm, 7 dealers. Enquiries: Terry Barnett,  
0151 486 2610.
• Charing Cross Market, 1 Embankment Place, Villiers Street, London 
WC2N 6RH, 7am to 3pm. Enquiries: Bridget Petticrew, 01252 842906, 
bridget@charingcrossmarket.com.
• Exeter - Michael Hale Collectors’ Fair, The America Hall, De La Rue 
Way, Pinhoe, Exeter EX4 8PX, 10am to 4pm, 12 stamp dealers, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: Michael Hale, 01749 677669.
16 September Dronfield Stamp Fair, Coal Aston Village Hall, Coal Aston,  
Dronfield S18 3AY, 9.30am to 4pm, 10 dealers, refreshments available.  
Enquiries: Kevin Johnson, 07808 665472.
• Norwich Stamp Fair, Brook Hotel, Barnard Road, Bowthorpe, Norwich 
NR5 9JB, 10am to 3pm, 10 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: Tony 
Hender, 01328 829318.
22 September Middlewich Stamp Fair, Community Centre, Civic Way, 
Middlewich CW10 9BX, 10am to 3.30pm, 7 dealers. Enquiries: Fred 
O’Reilly, 01226 765069.
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• Newport and Gwent Autumn Stamp Fair, Graig Community Centre, 
Basseleg, Newport NP10 8HZ. Enquiries: Roy Bentley, roybentley@ 
mylundy.co.uk.
• Charing Cross Market, 1 Embankment Place, Villiers Street, London 
WC2N 6RH, 7am to 3pm. Enquiries: Bridget Petticrew, 01252 842906, 
bridget@charingcrossmarket.com.
• East Malling Grand Stamp Fair, Village Hall, New Road, East Malling 
ME19 6DD, 9.30am to 3.30pm, 14 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: 
Mike Thompson, 01474 325507. 
23 September Leicester Postcard Fair, Ramada Leicester Stage Hotel, 299 
Leicester Road, Wigston, Leicester LE18 1JW, 10am to 4pm, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: David Neill, 0116 243 2236, dn@davidneill.net.
• Maidstone Stamp Fair, Royal British Legion Hall, Hall Road, Aylesford 
ME20 7NL, 10am to 4pm, 6 dealers. Enquiries: John Perriman, 01903 244875.
• Bexley Stamp Fair, Freemantle Hall, High Street, Bexley DA5 1AA, 
9.30am to 3pm, 7 dealers. Enquiries: Lorne Webb, 01424 751518, lornehw@
btinternet.com.
28 September Grampian Stamp and Postcard Fair, Queen’s Cross Parish  
Church Hall, Albyn Place, Aberdeen AB10 1YN, 10.30am to 3.30pm.  
Enquiries: Chad Neighbor, 01674 832823, chad@cneighbor.plus.com.
• Hythe Stamp Fair, United Reformed Church, East Street, Hythe CT21 
5ND, 10am to 4pm, 5 dealers. Enquiries: Robert Uden, 01303 238807.
29 September Morley Stamp Fair, St. Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, 
Morley LS27 3HZ, 9.30am to 4pm, 15 dealers. Enquiries: Kevin Johnson, 
07808 665472.
• Charing Cross Market, 1 Embankment Place, Villiers Street, London 
WC2N 6RH, 7am to 3pm. Enquiries: Bridget Petticrew, 01252 842906, 
bridget@charingcrossmarket.com.
• Wanstead Stamp Fair, Our Lady of Lourdes, 51 Cambridge Park, Wanstead 
E11 2PR, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: Simon Shaw, 07534 496845. 
• HAMPEX Stamp and Postal History Fair, Wickham Community Centre, 
Mill Lane, Wickham, Fareham PO17 5AL, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: Julian 
Jones, 01794 514902, jones2@f2s.com. 
30 September Doncaster Stamp Fair, Park Social Club, Eden Grove Road, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster DN3 2LS, 9.30am to 4pm. Enquiries: Kevin Johnson, 
07808 665472.
• Peterborough Stamp Fair, Holiday Inn, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough PE3 
6SG, 10am to 3pm, 10 dealers. Enquiries: Richard Lewis, 01945 700594, 
richard@lewis8571.plus.com.
• Stevenage Stamp Fair, Novotel, Knebworth Park, Stevenage SG1 2AX, 
10am to 4pm. Enquiries: Simon Shaw, 07534 496845.
• Potters Bar Stamp Fair, Mount Grace School, Church Road, Potters Bar 
EN6 1EZ, 10am to 4pm, 20 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: 
Robert Uden, 01303 238807.
3 October Croydon Postcard Fair, St. George’s Church Centre, Barrow 
Road, Waddon, Croydon CR0 4EZ, 9am to 4pm, 7 dealers, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: Peter Duncan, 01444 482620, pjduncan26@gmail.com. ▶
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5 October Strand Stamp Fair, The Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, 
Bedford Way, Russell Square, London WC1H 0DG, 9am to 4pm. Enquiries: 
Kate Puleston, 0208 946 4489.
6 October Huddersfield Stamp Fair, St. Thomas’s Community Centre, 
Manchester Road, Longroyd Bridge, Huddersfield HD1 3HU, 9.30am 
to 4pm, 4 dealers, tea and coffee available. Enquiries: Alastair Campbell, 
01484 681559.
• Manchester and District PTA Stamp Fair, Sale Grammar School, Marsland 
Road, Sale M33 3NH, 10am to 4pm. Enquiries: 0161 427 2101, info@ 
ericpaul.co.uk.
• Reepham Stamp Fair, Reepham Village Hall, Hawthorn Road, Reepham 
LN3 4DU, 9am to 4pm. Enquiries: 07786 647103, siskinjo77@yahoo.co.uk.
• Leicester Stamp Fair, Derby Room, Holiday Inn, 129 St. Nicholas Circle,  
Leicester LE1 5LX, 9.30am to 3.30pm. Enquiries: John Suschitzky,  
0116 235 0441.
• Shropshire P.S. Annual Stamp and Postcard Fair, Barnabas Commu-
nity Church Centre, Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury SY3 7DN, 10am  
to 4pm, 17 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: Tony Marsland, 
01743 860910.
•  Rawreth Stamp Fair, Rawreth Parish Hall, Church Road, Rawreth SS11 
8SH, 10am to 4pm, 10 dealers, refreshments available. Enquiries: Steve 
Search, 01702 323682, stevesearch@hotmail.com.
• Charing Cross Market, 1 Embankment Place, Villiers Street, London 
WC2N 6RH, 7am to 3pm. Enquiries: Bridget Petticrew, 01252 842906, 
bridget@charingcrossmarket.com.
• Thatcham Stamp and Postcard Fair, Thatcham Memorial Hall, Bath 
Road, Thatcham RG18 3AG, 9.30am to 2pm, 10 dealers, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: Paula Cant, 01256 415699, paula@paulacantstamps.
co.uk.
• Beckenham Stamp and Postcard Fair, Azelia Hall, Croydon Road,  
Beckenham BR3 4DA, 9am to 3pm, 12 dealers, refreshments available.  
Enquiries: Ray McQuade, 0208 395 9285.
• Haywards Heath Postcard and Collectors’ Fair, Clair Hall, Perrymount 
Road, Haywards Heath RH16 3DN, 10.30am to 4pm, 25 dealers, refreshments 
available. Enquiries: Rosemary Shepherd, 01892 662132.
• Deal Stamp Fair, The Landmark Centre, 129 High Street, Deal CT14 
6BB, 9am to 1pm. Enquiries: Peter Barrett, 01304 829827.
• Yeovil and District Stamp and Postcard Fair, Digby Memorial Hall, Digby 
Road, Sherborne DT9 3NL, 10am to 4pm, 8 dealers, lunches, tea and coffee 
available. Enquiries: David Bryant, 01460 74422.
7 October Wolverhampton Stamp Fair, Bradmore Social Club, 60 Church 
Street, Wolverhampton WV3 7ER, 9am to 3pm, 8 dealers, Social Club bar 
available. Enquiries: John Coaten, 07808 864297.
• Bedford Stamp Fair, St. Mark’s Church Hall, Calder Rise, Bedford 
MK41 7UY, 10am to 4pm, 11 dealers, free parking. Enquiries: Paul Harris,  
01623 621143 •
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Other coming events

Recent meeting details for 
GB collectors

Autumn STAMPEX 2018 is being held from 12th to 15th September at the 
Business Design Centre, Upper Street, Islington, London N1 0QH, which 
is the usual venue for this twice yearly event. The nearest underground station 
is Angel on the Northern Line. This is a full national exhibition, with a 
visit from the American Philatelic Society. Both the Forces Postal History 
Society and the Civil Censorship Society will be providing displays to mark 
the centenary of the end of the First World War. A total of over 200 frames 
will show top quality material where every visitor will find much of interest. 
Opening times are: Wednesday 12th - 11am to 7pm, Thursday 13th and  
Friday 14th - 10am to 6pm, and Saturday 15th - 10am to 5pm. Young collectors 
are particularly catered for with Stamp Active where young collectors can 
handle stamps and enjoy learning about them. There are free goodie bags, 
activities, and the usual fun auction on the Saturday. Further details can be 
found at stampactive.co.uk.

STAMPA 2018 is the Irish National Stamp Exhibition, which will be held 
from Friday 5th to Sunday 7th October 2018. The venue is the Griffith 
College Conference Centre, South Circular Road, Dublin 8, which has a 
modern well-lit auditorium with on-site catering facilities, wi-fi and free 
parking. Opening hours are from 11am to 5pm on Friday and Saturday, and 
11am to 4pm on Sunday. You can either participate in the show, or simply 
wander around the dealers’ stands and competitors’ displays. A set of three 
illustrated serviced covers will be available at the exhibition, bearing special 
postmark cancellations for each day •
Details of the final meeting of the 2017/18 programme of the Great Britain 
Philatelic Society are of interest. Three members of council, Janet Bygate, 
Ian Harvey and Howard Hughes, gave displays on diverse subjects - ‘RAF 
Prisoners of War’, ‘The Preparation and Make-up of the Wilding Booklets’ 
and ‘The Late Use of the Maltese Cross’. In the afternoon at the Annual 
General Meeting, outgoing president Howard Hughes presented his successor 
John Davies with the badge of office. John was then given the pleasure of  
introducing seven members who all gave short displays. Great Britain collectors 
may be interested to know that the society website now contains a complete 
index of the Great Britain Journal. For information on the society, see the 
website at gbps.org.uk, or contact membership@gbps.org.uk •
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The Old Vic  
in the spotlight
Olivier, Gielgud, Burton; all the greats have trodden its boards. And  
the great writers; Shakespeare, Ibsen, Pinter have all had their plays  
performed in its hallowed auditorium. Now Royal Mail applauds The 
Old Vic – one of  the country’s best-loved theatres – with a Special Stamp 
issue celebrating its 200th anniversary. Released on 30 August, the eight-
stamp set features the most famous names in British theatre who have 
appeared at The Old Vic, and is accompanied by a Presentation Pack, 
Stamp Souvenir and Postcards. 

The First Day Cover features a chorus of  inspiring words that reflect 
the excitement of  live drama, such as ‘passion’, ‘magic’, ‘brave’ and  
‘eclectic’. The lettering for the words was created by the typographical 
artist Kelvyn Laurence Smith, whose work appears on Royal Mail’s 
First World War 1915 and 1917 Special Stamp issues. Smith created the  
lettering for the stamps using woodblock set typography. 

The Tallents House handstamp features a quotation by Glenda  
Jackson, praising The Old Vic on the occasion of  its 200th anniversary:  
‘There’s nowhere else like it’. Two alternative postmarks have the  
postcode London SE1, as this is the location of  The Old Vic. The  
pictorial version of  the alternative mark shows an illustration of  the  
theatre’s façade.

BRIT ISH PH ILATEL IC  BULLET IN
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Stamp by stamp The Old Vic stamps were created by leading stamp design- 
ers hat-trick. Printed by lithography, they come in pairs of  four values: First 
Class, £1.25, £1.45 and £1.55.
The Dance of Death, 1967 By August Strindberg; translated by C D Locock; 
directed by Glen Byam Shaw; starring Laurence Olivier. First Class
King Lear, 2016 By William Shakespeare; directed by Deborah Warner; 
starring Glenda Jackson. First Class
Hamlet, 1975 By William Shakespeare; directed by Peter Hall; starring  
Albert Finney. Richard Burton, Laurence Olivier and Peter O’Toole also 
played Hamlet at The Old Vic. £1.25
Hedda Gabler, 1970 By Henrik Ibsen; translated by Michael Meyer; directed 
by Ingmar Bergman; starring Maggie Smith. £1.25

No Man’s Land, 1975 By Harold Pinter; directed 
by Peter Hall; starring John Gielgud and Ralph 
Richardson. Pinter’s The Caretaker was performed  
at The Old Vic in 2016, and starred Timothy 
Spall. £1.45
Carmen Jones, 1991 By Oscar Hammerstein II;  
directed by Simon Callow; starring Sharon  
Benson. £1.45
Romeo and Juliet, 1960 By William Shakespeare; 
directed by Franco Zeffirelli; starring Judi Dench 
and John Stride. £1.55
Henry V, 1955 By William Shakespeare; directed by 
Michael Benthall; starring Richard Burton. £1.55 ▶

The Old Vic – Stamp Specifications
Date of issue	 30 August

Number of stamps	 8 (2 x 1st Class, 2 x £1.25,		
	 2 x £1.45, 2 x £1.55)

Stamp design	 hat-trick design

Stamp format	 Portrait

Stamp size	 35mm x 37mm

Number per sheet	 30/60

Printer	 International Security Printers

Print process	 Lithography

Perforations	 14.5 x 14

Phosphor	 Bars as appropriate

Gum	 PVA
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The Filler Card explains that the theatre opened 
as the Royal Coburg in 1818, and was not called 
The Old Vic until it was rebuilt in 1871. The 
Coburg offered a programme of  melodramas, 
romances and Shakespeare but early audiences 
were perhaps not ideal. One observer reported 
they were of  ‘the lowest kind’, and the Filler Card 
reveals they could be rough and even rowdy on  
occasion. In a snapshot of  The Old Vic’s history,  
the Filler Card tells how the National Theatre, 
created in 1963 under Laurence Olivier, took 
The Old Vic as its first home; and how The Old 
Vic struggled to find a new role for itself  after the  
National Theatre left in 1976. However, the the-
atre’s future brightened in 1982 when Canadian 
producers Ed and David Mirvish bought and 

restored it, appointing Jonathan Miller as Artistic  
Director; Miller was succeeded by Peter Hall. 
Bought by a charitable trust headed by impresario 
Sally Greene in 1998 and gifted to the nation, The 
Old Vic now prides itself  on being an independent, 
not-for-profit theatre. Among the images on the 
Filler Card are a picture of  the Royal Coburg in 
1820 and a photograph of  a neon sign hanging 
in The Old Vic’s foyer proclaiming: ‘Dare always 
dare’. This was the motto of  Lilian Baylis, who 
took over the management of  The Old Vic from 
her aunt Emma Cons in 1912, and was a driving 
force behind the theatre until her death in 1937.
Also included in the issue is a beautifully illus-  
trated Presentation Pack, designed by hat-trick 
and written by Benedict Nightingale, the former  
chief  theatre critic of  The Times. The Presentation  
Pack Outer section features an image of  the 
Old Vic’s magnificent auditorium twinkling  

The Old VIc – Prices     
Stamps	 £9.84

First Day Cover	 £12.23

Presentation Pack	 £10.35

Stamp Souvenir	 £12.23

First Day Envelope	 30p

Postcards (8 in set)	 £3.60

412
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Acknowledgements The Dance of Death  
– photograph of Laurence Olivier © Zoë 
Dominic, used with kind permission of 
Catherine Ashmore; costume design by 
Motley; King Lear – photograph of Glenda 
Jackson © Marilyn Kingwill/ArenaPAL; 
costume design by Zeb Lalljee; content 
used with kind permission of The Old Vic; 
Hamlet – photograph of Albert Finney © 
Donald Cooper/Photostage; costume design 
by John Bury; Hedda Gabler – photograph 
of Maggie Smith © Zoë Dominic, used 
with kind permission of Catherine Ashmore; 
costume design by Mago; No Man’s Land 
– play by Harold Pinter used with kind 
permission of FPinter Limited; photograph 
of Sir John Gielgud and Sir Ralph Richardson 
© Nobby Clark /ArenaPAL; costume design 
by John Bury; Carmen Jones – play by 
Oscar Hammerstein II used with kind  
permission of Hammerstein Properties 
LLC; photograph of Sharon Benson © 
Neil Libbert/ ArenaPAL; costume design by  
Bruno Santini; Romeo and Juliet – pho-
tograph of Damwe Judi Dench and John 
Stride © Express Newspapers/N&S Syn-
dication; costume design by Peter J Hall; 
content used with kind permission of The 
Royal Victoria Hall Foundation; Henry V – 
photograph of Richard Burton by Angus 
McBean © Houghton Library, Harvard  
University; content featured with kind 
permission of The Royal Victoria Hall Foun-
dation; costume design by Audrey Cruddas
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with lights, and an interview Nightingale has conducted with the  
theatre’s Artistic Director Matthew Warchus and Executive Director  
Kate Varah. In the interview, Warchus reveals his determination to  
safeguard the future of  the 1,000-seat theatre, saying: ‘We must keep  
proving ourselves, ensuring that The Old Vic isn’t turned into a bingo  
hall or block of  flats but remains an indispensable part of  the London  
creative landscape.’ Kate Varah emphasises the part that The Old Vic 
plays in the wider community, highlighting the theatre’s work with schools 
and families, and emerging talent in its training programmes. She says of   
The Old Vic: ‘The building, open day and night, is a creative hub and  
community resource.’

The Presentation Pack Inner section is cleverly designed as a dressing 
room, with Old Vic memorabilia pinned around a classic actor’s mirror com-
plete with lightbulb frame. On display are, among others, images of  Richard  
Burton in a 1955 production of  Henry V, Maggie Smith in Hedda Gabler, 
Star Wars star John Boyega in Woyzeck in 2017, a programme for Romeo 
and Juliet and glittering interiors of  the theatre. Also on the Inner is a  
fascinating history of The Old Vic, full of intriguing anecdotes. Benedict 
Nightingale reveals that despite its early rough reputation as a magnet for  
disorderly audiences, the theatre was later bought by temperance reformers, and 
for a while became an alcohol-free, extremely respectable music hall. Manager  
Lilian Baylis, both thrifty and religious, introduced opera and Shakespeare.  
She would famously pray: ‘Send me a good actor and send him cheap.’ ▶
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Prizes The first three correct entries drawn after the closing 
date win The Old Vic Presentation Pack. 

How to enter Please send your answers, with your contact 
address or phone number, marked ‘Bulletin – The Old Vic 
Quiz’, to: Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent,  
Edinburgh EH12 9PB. Or by email to tim.noble@royalmail.com.

Closing Date 15 October 2018.

1 What was  
The Old Vic  
opened as in 1818?  
a) Royal Coburg   
b) Theatre Royal   
c) Royal Arrival

3 The motto ‘Dare  
always dare’ was 
coined by who?  
a) Lilian Baylis   
b) Emma Cons   

c) Lily Allen

2 Which actress 
championed The 
Old Vic with this 
statement?  
a) Sharon Benson   
b) Maggie Smith   
c) Glenda Jackson

414

  “THERE’S  
NOWHERE ELSE 
      LIKE IT”

In the 1990s, the theatre’s future  
remained uncertain, and there were 
even fears at one time that The Old 
Vic, which had once enjoyed a five-
year Shakespeare season, would be 
turned into a lap-dancing club. Fortu-
nately the theatre was saved by Sally  
Greene’s trust purchase in 1998,  
and today, the Pack explains, The Old 
Vic thrives under Artistic Director  
Matthew Warchus. The Old Vic Special  
Stamp issue is available to buy at: 
www.royalmail.com/stamps •

The Old  Vic Quiz
BRIT ISH PH ILATEL IC  BULLET IN
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Terms and conditions Promotions are open to any reader aged 18 or over, except employees of Royal Mail Group Ltd, their 
business associates and immediate families. Responsibility cannot be accepted for entries which are incomplete, damaged or 
not received. Proof of posting is not proof of receipt. Prizes must be accepted as offered; they are not transferable and there 
are no cash alternatives. Winners are notified within 28 days of closing date stated. For prize draws where readers must answer 
a question, winners will be the senders of the first correct entries drawn at random by an independent person after the closing 
date. Royal Mail’s decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. Entry implies acceptance of these rules. Prizes 
are subject to availability. The promoter reserves the right to a) substitute a prize of equal or greater value if circumstances so  
demand and b) to suspend or cancel or hold void any of the competitions or prize draws at any time without notice. The winners’ 
names are available 28 days after closing date. To receive this please send an SAE to The Editor.

5 Who directed  
Hedda Gabler in 1970?  
a) Trevor Nunn   
b) Ingmar Bergman   
c) Antony Holland

4 Who co-starred  
with John Gielgud in  
No Man’s Land in 1975?  
a) John Hurt   
b) Ralph Richardson   
c) Richard Burton

6 Laurence Olivier who 
starred in The Dance of  Death 

was born in what year?  
a) 1922  b) 1914 c) 1907

June Solutions Stamp Art quiz: 1 – a) Alan Measles,  2 – b) 2015,  3 – c) Blackcap  4 – b) Michael Heslop. 
Winner: Mrs Lynn Bowry, Lincoln. Runners-up: Andrew Gosling, Cumbria; A H Lewis, Ilford.
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All information about Royal Mail products is the latest available at the 
time of going to press. Royal Mail is not responsible for opinions and  
information provided by the writers in this publication. The cruciform and the  
colour red are registered trade marks of Royal Mail Group Ltd, © Royal 
Mail Group Ltd 2018, all rights reserved. All stamp images © Royal Mail Group  
Ltd. Any use of stamp images must be cleared with the Royal Mail  
Intellectual Property department – see www.royalmail.com/intellectual-property.

New Issues and Withdrawals

You can order any of the Royal Mail stamp products listed above, by visiting www.royalmail.com/stamps  
or from Royal Mail Stamps and Collectibles PO Box 1373, Sunderland SR5 9PG, UK. (Overseas subscribers will 
need to use a stamp.) Or use the Royal Mail telephone order service on 03457 641 641 (08.30 – 17.00 Monday to 
Friday). For overseas customers: +44 131 316 7483. Minimum handling charge UK £1.45, Europe £1.55, rest of 
world (airmail) £2.15. Please quote 18BUL09, the Bulletin media code. 

5 September	 Withdrawal Royal Academy:  
Stamp Souvenir.

12 September	 Issue Royal Mail Heritage:  
Mail by Bike - Post & Go: Stamps  
(6 x 1st Class). 

13 September	 Issue First World War - 1918: Stamps 
(3 x 1st Class, 3 x £1.55, separate 
sheets), Stamp Souvenir, Presentation 
Pack, Postcards (6 in set), Prestige 
Stamp Book (pane one 4 x 1st Class, 
pane two 3 x 1st Class, pane three  
3 x £1.55, pane four 8 x 1st Class), 
Stamp Book (4 x 1st Class Machin  
definitives, 2 x 1st Class Specials 
(Poppies), Composite Sheet (30 
stamps, 5 year compilation), BU Coin 
Cover, Silver Coin Cover, Gold Coin 
Cover, 5 Year compilation, Souvenir 
Pack (with 5 x Poem Prints with stamp 
image and 5 x 1st Class uncancelled 
Poppy Stamps in carrier, limited 
edition of 1918), Framed Stamps 
(uncancelled), Framed Stamps (30 
Stamps, 5 year compilation, limited 
edition of 500 uncancelled, available 
worldwide), Framed Stamps  
(uncancelled), Framed Stamps  
(5 uncancelled Poppy Stamps framed 
with poem, limited edition of 1918  
available worldwide). 
 
 
 

14 September	 Withdrawal Ladybird Books:  
Stamps (2 x 2nd Class, 2 x 1st Class, 
2 x £1.40, 2 x £1.57) Stamp Souvenir, 
Presentation Pack, Postcards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 September	 Issue RAF Centenary:  
BU Coin Cover, Silver Coin Cover, 
Gold Coin Cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 September	 Withdrawal Dad’s Army:  
Stamp Souvenir.

28 September	 Withdrawal Framed Lisbon Lions 
Stamp Sheet.

10 October	 Issue United for Wildlife: Smilers 
Commemorative Sheet (10 x 1st Class 
Stamps with backing card).

x
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