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Cancelled In Brooklyn, N.Y.

Then And Now

One has to be an aero-philatelist of many vears to properly appreciate the
cancellation on the stamp shown on page 3. It is a French Colonial stamp with a
clear **Brooklyn, N. Y. Oet. 25, 1961 cancellation. It was on a letter sent to
the editor of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS last yvear with a regular 4¢ U.S.
postage stamp, so that this Freneh Colonial, although **execess baggage™ payving
no postal rate, received a Brooklyn cancellation along with the U. S. stamp.

25 vears ago, practically every aero-philatelist in this conntry was collecting
air mail stamps only in unused condition. A few decided to be different by
colleeting used air mail stamps.  As true air post stamp lovers, postally used
copies were sought ; cancelled-to-order stamps were not desirable.

The mint air mail collector experienced little trouble in purchasing. At
that time, there were many morve specialist air mail dealers, having a large and
l’ul[l[l['llllt']]\‘i\'v \'[m'k of wnisi d air .(m.\'f .\‘frnnp.\' iJJ ruur,r’c te se f.\'. ill .\Illl'l'il‘:l 1]1;!!1
now. One could tap these stocks according to his philatelic budget and means.

The used air mail stamp collector, however, had to hunt for himself — no
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comprehensive dealer stocks were available.  As for a complete set cancelled,
this was seldom obtainable. The stamps came from foreign correspondence as
received over here. The used collector soon found that two or three denomina-
tions in a set were in great oversupply, whereas some of the others seldom were
used on mail to here. If one eorresponded with a collector in South America or
Europe, he would ask his foreign friend to use eertain denominations that never
came here on his letter in an attempt to complete a set.

Cancelled-To-Order

The next development after eancelled air mails had interested some eol-
lectors was the establishment of specialized dealers, who catered exclusively to
the used colleetor. These dealers also faced difficulties in building up a com-
plete and comprehensive stock. Those, specializing in selling only mint air
mails, refused to bother with cancelled stamps mostly because it was so difficult
to form a complete stock of the latter,

In order to satistfy the used collector in the same manner that the mint
dealers served their eustomers, the used air mail stamp dealers had to resort to
canecelled-to-order copies.  For instance, a French or Italian colony in remote
Afriea had issued an air mail set of eight different denominations. The colony
did not have much correspondence — few people were able to read or write, and
the colonial territory carried on little foreign trade. A complete air mail set
from such a French or Italian colony was seareer than the proverbial ““hen's
teeth.””  Thus, mint complete sets were purchased in the market here and then
sent abroad for cancelling in order to secure used sets,

Often the aero-philatelie student found it virtually impossible to distinguish
a postally used from a cancelled-to-order stamp. In complete sets, this was
easier, because all denominations generally bore the same cancellation date and
town mark. But what if copies had only a small fraction of the eancel showing
on the stamp? This may have been used in the mails or cancelled-to-order.
No one could be sure.

The “Easy” Way

Even sending mint air stamps overseas to be cancelled-to-order was a taxing
job and a gamble. Sometimes the stamps never came back. Consequently, the
“sharpie’” came into the used air mail field. He smartly reasoned that it was
too muech trouble and risk to send stamps abroad to be cancelled. It was much
easier to manufacture a similar eancelling deviee over here.  Sinee so few stud-
ied the stamps they colleeted, very few would eatch on to this deeeption. This
was how these sharpies reasoned.

But they reckoned without the handful of aero-philatelic students, both
amateurs and in the trade. It was not long before a few experienced air mail
colleetors or dealers spotted a number of foreign used air mail stamps with
fraudulent eaneellations.

It was one of the great aero-philatelists of those years — in fact, one of the
greatest authorities of air mail stamps ever, in this writer’s opinion — the late
Nicolas Sanabria, who eoined a phrase to designate these fraudulent eancella-
tions.  He termed them, cancelled in Brooklyn, because some cancellations ap-
pearing on foreign stamps were domestic productions. This sobrigquet became
widely used in air mail cireles. As the supply of fraudulent cancels grew on
the American market, one heard the expression cancelled in Brooklyn used more
and more twenty years ago.

As soon as the writer saw the French Colonial stamp illustrated here with
this clear Brooklyn eancellation, he became nostalgic. His mind went back
vears when he heard the term cancelled in Brooklyn often used by many pro-
minent aecro-philatelists, most of whom have passed away.

July, 1962




The air mail organization, AERO PHILATELISTS, was founded in 1946 mostly in
response to a erying need for information that was not being supplied. Col-
lectors were being offered stamps and errvors to purchase with very little known
about them. Uninformed buyers tend to lose confidence, resulting in a lack of
interest. Air mail stamps were facing this problem.

A group of air mail stamp collectors met in New York City and deeided that
it was essential that mueh more aceurate information become known. It was not
necessary to threaten to boyeott, to castigate or form a protective society to try
to police the malefactors. It was necessary only to objectively broadeast factual
information. This should preferably be secured directly from the source rather

SOME CHOICE AUCTION DATES FOR
1962-63 SEASON STILL AVAILABLE

Our 1962-1963 fall and winter schedule is in preparation and prospective sellers
who wish to take advantage of the active auction market should communicate
with us promptly.

AI Philatelic Auction specialists we provide a sound and competitive market for
stamp collections, accumulations, dealer's stock and other properties. Our
clientele is international.

°ver 35 years of successful experience in the field assures the maximum in re-
sults. Our rates are competitive.

Soma properties, because of their nature are best sold privately. Our constant
awareness of the philatelic market often enables us to effect a sale within a
a few days of receipt. We place many valuable properties in this manner.

Your Inquiry Is Welcome

SUMMER YACATION—Our Offices Will Be Closed from July 14th to July 28th

IRWIN HEIMAN

2 WEST 46th STREET .&, NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

Telephone (Area Code 212) Judson 2-2393
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than receiving it second or third-hand through a party who might be biased be-
cause of a finaneial interest in the stamps involved in the news report.

The ** Aero Philatelist’s News™' issued its Number One on June 1, 1946,
It was a four-page publication issued bi-weekly. Until June 15, 1953 — over a
period of seven years — this publication came out 24 times annually casting
““The Spotlight of Truth’" on air mail stamps.

Although the trade was welcomed as members and their finaneial support,
mainly through advertising, was solicited and appreciated, AERO PHILATELISTS
began and remains to this day an organization devoted to the enlightenment of
the collector. The dealer, whose entire lifespan is spent in buying and selling
stamps, because of this experience should know the score in aero-philately. The
amateur eolleetor requires accurate information to make stamp colleeting operate
upon its fundamental basis.  This is to offer pleasure and enjoyment to people for
their leisure time. Thus, by enlightenment, eontidence is created; and through
confidence, one receives enjoyment from his hobby."

The ** Aero Philatelists’s News, " started early in its existence to objeetively
spread the word on frandulent cancellations. During its total of 158 issues, a
member who read the ** Aero Philatelist 's News ™" was well aware of many foreign
air mail stamps as “‘cancelled in Brooklyn'' copies.

Now

In 1953, the ** Aero Philatelist's News'' was succeeded by this present quar-
terly magazine — the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, which began its Volume 1,
Number 1 in July, 1953.

Now it has reached its Volume 10. This magazine has changed slightly
sinee Volume 1, Number 1. It was a 32-page illustrated journal in July 1953
and it is praetically the same today.

Sinece this writer began as editor of the ** Aero Philatelist’s News"™ with its
Volume 1, Number 1 in 1946, and has continued his editorial service uninterrup-
ted up to the present time, he thought that the appearance of this recent **can-
celled in Brooklyn™ eancellation was a most appropriate subject for the obser-
vation of the start of the tenth volume of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS.

The 1962 aero-philatelist seldom has to éontend with **ecancelled in Brook-
lyn"" eopies. This, in our opinion, is due to our past publications that eduecated
the collector. As a matter of faect, information on new counterfeits and other
deceptive practices threatening aero-philately have been broadeast in this maga-
zine over the years. **The Searchlight of Truth,”” first switehed on in 1946, has
continued to ecast its beams. This has proven beneficial and has made air mail
stamp collecting a field in which the colleetor has confidence and, consequently,
receives more enjoyment.

Sixteen years of voluntary service as an aero-philatelie editor has had its
rewards, although these never ean be measured in dollars and cents. Those
Founder Members, who still are active in our organization, such as John .J. Britt,
Bernard Fink and Stanley Rice, also will fondly regard this French Colonial
air mail stamp with a 1961 **cancelled in Brooklyn™ and they will coneur with our
opinion that the elear objective established with the formation of AErRO pPHI-
LATELISTS in 1946 has been achieved.

The Future

What the Jet Age of Aviation that is turning into the Space Age will
bring to aero-philately, who is wise enough to forecast the future? The editor
certainly would not be foolish enough even to try to hazard a guess.

But governments all over the world are eontinuing to issue air mail stamps
for this speedy form of communication and it will be the purpose of this magazine
to eontinue spreading “‘the searchlight of truth’ on all air mail stamps — past,
present and future. (H. M. (.)
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AUSTRIA

L. Hesshaimer's Essays For Air Mail Stamps
By BARBARA R. MUELLER

Essays of postage stamps have the special appeal of retrospection and hind-
sight.  They provide a glimpse of what-might-have-been, and, occasionally, of
what-should-have-been. In the Sobetzky collection, now owned by Ernest Rosen-
field, New York, N. Y., is a group of fourteen such essays for Austrian air post
stamps by the *“‘strange genius of Austrian philately,”” Ludwig Hesshaimer.
Because these essays comprise a complete selection of the proposed designs and
are accompanied by the personal notes of the artist, they deserve recording here
for the benefit of students of aerophilately and postage stamp art.

Ludwig Hesshaimer, erstwhile Colonel in the Imperial Austrian Army, was
born in 1872 in the provinece of Transylvania. His art was self-taught, and
although he gained brief renown with his engravings of supernatural and
grandiose subjects such as ““death’ and **war,”” his most lasting achievements
remain in the philatelic field. In his own right he was a competent philatelist
and organization man. Hesshaimer worked diligently for the succeess of the
WIPA International show of 1933. Throughout the "20°s and '30°s he con-
tributed the designs for the annual ** Philatelist Day ™" celebration souvenir cards
and covers,

Earlier, in 1919, he prepared six'designs for a Prisoner of War series that was
never issued.  Not until 1930 did he achieve suecess with the leeland Millenary
series.  Oddly enough, after this widely acelaimed work, Hesshaimer was able
to sell only the Colombian air mails of 1932, (°96-110, and Liechtenstein ('7-13,
('15-16, and C17-23 of 1931-39. The latter stamps, C17-23, elosely resemble the
first eight essays deseribed here. Which came first is not known because the
Hesshaimer note does not date his work. In translation he says:

“Many years ago the Austrian Airmail Society asked me to make some
essays.  Besides the enclosed 8 motives with airplanes and birds, 1 designed

L ﬁqmma\ L HE HAIMER
Figs. 1-2 [All photos by the authoress)
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Scott Makes Publishing History!

ANNOUNCING THE 1962 EDITION
OF SCOTT'’S
INTERNATIONAL AIR POST ALBUM

e Covers 1955 (from last edi- e For each stamp listed gives
tion) to mid-1961. date of issue, purpose of issue,
and watermark.

e Lists not only regular air mail o The most detailed specialty al-

stamps but also stamps con- bum published for air mail
nected with aviation, special stamps. Scott quality through-
flights, etc. out.

AVAILABLE AT ALL SCOTT DEALERS

SCOTT'S INTERNATIONAL AIRPOSTALBUM
PRICE INFORMATION

Complete 5-volume Air Post Album. ... ... ... . ... $75
Complete Air Post Album—pages only. . ... ... ... 55
Supplement #17 in 2 #3 Air Post binders. . ... .. .. 30
Supplement #17—pagesonly. .. . ... ... ... ....... 22

LOOK TO SCOTT FOR THE BEST! OVER 30 YEARS OF
DEVOTED SERVICE TO SERIOUS COLLECTORS THE WORLD OVER.

SCOTT eusLICATIONS, INC.

A Division of Esquire, Inc., 461 Eighth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.
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Figs. 3-4

at the same time a little bit larger pages in gray technie. They were shown
in an exhibit of the Soeciety to the General Postmaster and pietured in the
philatelic magazine of the dealer Frischer. The gray originals arve still in
Europe, I think with Mr. Sobetzky. The four landscapes and two heads
were designed later. They were never printed.”

It does seem that the Austrian essavs were

revised for and aceepted by
Liechtenstein. At any rafe

, they seem to have been the last stamp designs
essayed by Ludwig Hesshaimer before his death in Brazil in 1956 and before
blindness cut short his career.

The first group of eight essays in the Sobetzky collection features similar and
sometimes almost identical motifs of birds and aireraft. The second group ol
four consists of landscapes, while the last two are irrelevant sketehes of old men.

OS T_E'F?Eé'/(' oS TE'PP/(H

.
'77F TROSTAL UE r;—‘c

L HE, SHAING S
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Plane and Bird Motifs

All sketches are on watercolor paper cut approximately 314x3 inches.
They were done in combinations of ink, watercolor, and tempera. The colorless
letters were first outlined in ink and then filled in with white tempera. Clouds

OSTER

CUETPOSTA

b HE/HAIMER.
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Figs. 11-12

were emphasized with tempera.  All colors are monochromes except for the
necessary toning which an engraver would render by means of lines and dots
of varying depths. The designs in this group would be ideal for photogravure
printing, and indeed, the closely allied Liechtenstein air mail set was printed
by that method.

L

Deep ultramarine; size T0x60mm.; subject, birds (geese?) and
plane over water.

Deep ultramarine; size TOx60mm.; subject, stork over rooftop,
plane, and church steeple.

Pale blue; size T3x64mm.; subjeet, biplane over mountain land-
seape.

Lemon yellow; size 72x63mm. ; subject, monoplane over winding
river.

Magenta; size 72x61mm.; subjeet, eagle-like birds and plane
against a elear sky.

Gireen; size 68x61lmm.; subject, large stork-like birds and small
plane against a elear sky.

Red violet; size 70x61mm. ; subject, monoplane over city rooftops
and chureh steeple.

Carmine; size TOx60mm.; subjeet, large stork-like birds racing a
small plane.

Birds and planes are overworked motifs for air post stamps, and these essavs
would not lighten their load. Note that no figures of valuoe were ineluded in

Adera Philatelist Annals 0
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Figs. 13-14

these eight designs. Indeed, there seems to be no room for them.
Landscape Motifs

All sketehes are on watercolor paper cut 414x31, inches.  They were done
in combinations of peneil, chareoal, watercolor, and ink. The inseription ** Luft-
post”’ must have been an afterthought, as it was sketched in ordinary blue and
black ink. Tempera was used to emphasize the white numerals, elouds, and in-
seription outlines. Colors are difficult to deseribe. They are mostly earth
tones well suited for line engraving.

9. Mauve: size 60x88mm.; subject, plane over mountain and river.

Fig.

Fig. 10, Brown; size 62x91mm.: subjeet, plane over chureh.
Fig. 11. Pale green; size 60x90mm.; subject, plane over farm.
[Fig. 12. Gray; size 59x90mm. ; subjeet, plane over mountains.

The illustration, Fig. 10 seems to be the best of the group execept for the
‘Luftpost.”” Hesshaimer conveys the peace of an old world churchyard in this
essay.  Figure 9 has exeellent perspeetive in the background framed by a
rhythmic line of dark trees. The other, Fig. 11, seems almost amateurish. A
farm in mid-ground with plowed fields in front and behind it is an awkward
subjeet.  The lump of mountain on Figure 12 is another awkward, empty subjeet.

Portrait Motifs
All sketehes in this arou) also are on watercolor paper, 4-1._-x.‘§1| inches.
The old peasant men were done on a solid black, inked background.  Ink and
tempera were nsed for the rest of the designs.  The mountains in the background
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are white ink lines on the black background.

Fig. 13. Black; size 59x8Tmm. ; subject, man facing right.
Fig. 14. Black; size 57x84mm. ; subjeet, man facing left.

Both essays show an unusual treatment of the motif but have no aeronautieal
significance, even with a small airplane in the background.

The reasons for the rejection or the ignoring of all fourteen essays is not
known. Onee again, Hesshaimer failed to ereate acceptable stamps for his native
country.  Yet the essays remain in aerophilatelic hands as mute testimony to
his efforts and occasional flashes of artistie genius.

The assistance of Mr. Henry Kracmer in making these essays available is
appreciated.

3 Copies of C3a
Sold for $25,450

In 10 months we sold three U.S. 24c air mail inverts for $25.450.
Position 14 want to a New Jersey collector for $9.000 at private sale.

The Dr. Cole copy, position 32, was bought by a New York dealer for $7,250
despite a crease. Its earlier selling price: $4,500.

The T. Charlton Henry copy, position 94 with sheet margin [illustrated above),
brought $9.200. The buyer was a New England collector.

Let us handle your rare air mails,

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.
560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.), New York 36, N.Y.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps

Membership Lapel Pins Available

In the July 1961 number of this quarterly magazine, an announcement
appeared that the AEro pHILATELISTS membership lapel pins had been sold out
and a new supply was being ordered. The re-order has arrived and now deliv-
ery can be made promptly.

It is pleasing to state that the price of these very aftractive pins has not
gone up. Therefore, those who have been patiently waiting or others, who
would like this lapel pin, should remit one dollar($1.00) to:

Aero Philatelists
Attn. John .J. Britt
29 Kast 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y.

Aero Philatelist Annals 11



AERO PHILATELISTS

16th Annual Convention
at Philadelphia, November 3, 1962

Convention

The 16th annual convention of aArro pHILATELISTS will be held Saturday,
November 3, 1962 at 2 pm. at the Hotel Adelphia in Philadelphia, Pa. At
that time, reports will be made by the officers and the editor detailing the prog-
ress during the past year. Other pertinent matters will be discussed from the
floor. The agenda will include the nomination and election of officers for the
vear 1963, election of directors for the class of 1965 and all other business which
may be properly brought before the convention. It is expected that a report
will be made at that time on the International LUPOSTA Berlin 1962 exhibi-
tion and the 2nd F. I. 8. A, Congress held in that eity from September 12 to 16.
1962.  Our representative is Herbert .J. Bloch of New York, N. Y.

Exhibition With SEPAD

This year, our annual eonvention is being held in Philadelphia in con-
junetion with SEPAD 62, the annual exhibition of the stamp societies of
southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. SEPAD ranks among the best
regional shows held in this eountry. This marks the first return for Arro
PHILATELISTS to the city of brotherly love in four yvears. The last convention
and exhibition held by our organization in Philadelphia was in 1958 at the late
Philatelic Museum. Our SEPAD hosts have given assurances of utmost co-
operation to make our convention a suceess.

AERO PHILATELISTS have been allotted 140 frames for what promises to be
one of the finest air mail exhibits ever held in this country. The SEPAD ex-
hibition starts on Friday, November 2nd and will run until Sunday evening,
November 4th.  All members who wish to exhibit are urged to write immediately
to Alfred H. Kessler at 7934 Pickering Street, Philadelphia 50, Pennsylvania
for a prospectus for the show.

Annual Banquet

The highlight of the festivities for this philatelic week-end will be the
banquet on Saturday evening, hosted by our SEPAD friends, which we sineerely
hope will attract a fine turnout of AERO PHILATELISTS members. Those of us
who have supped in Philadelphia before know what may be expected in the
form of gustatory delights, serapple not included. Also, the winners in the
SEPAD competition will be announced at the banquet, so it will not be without
its moments of suspense. All members are urged to begin planning now to
attend both the convention and banguet, and participate in what promises to
be an extremely interesting philatelic week-end. (Philip Silver)

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y.
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INDIA

Allahabad-Naini 1911
First Air Mail Transport In The World

By JEAN GRAVELAT

FIRST “AERIAL POST,” ALLAHABAD, FEBRUARY 18, 1911.

"‘ ; . vd\.
| By U o il A A

pe ™

L
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Fig..l. The official 1911 flight post card bearing Pequet's autograph. (All three items illustrated
are from the author's collection).

Research into documentation is still available to the enthusiasts of aero-
philately, because many points remain obscure surrounding the eircumstances
of first flights, especially from pioneer times,

Thus, it seemed that all had been reported concerning the first air mail
transport with an aiveraft by the French pilot, Henri Pequet, from Allahabad to
Naini on February 18, 1911.  All is known except the make and the nationality
of the plane which made this trip. Most of the documents indicate that a British
De Haviland twin-engine airplane had accomplished this historical feat.

Jut last yvear India issued a series of stamps and commemorative envelopes
for the 50th anniversary of this 1911 first postal flight. On the 1962 commem-
orative envelope it was stated that the flight had taken place on a Humber twin-
engine plane (also British). At the same time there appeared an article about
this anniversary in ** Aero Field,”" a British journal familiar to aero-philatelists,
which indieated, with no other commentary, that Pequet had flown in a Sommer
twin-engine plane. Serious differences existed then, until a fortuitous event
led me to elarvify everyvthing onee and for all.

Aero Philatelist Annals 13
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CATALOG
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HUNDREDS OF VERY
LATEST PRICE CHANGES!

160 PAGES - NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS

New U.S. & B.N.A, Catalog — containing hundreds of important price changes — is a
must for every collector. Compiled by experts of the world’s largest stamp firm, this new
Harris SECOND 1962 Edition contains 160 large pages with nearly 2000 clear illustrations.
You'll find all major U.S. Postage and Air Mail issues fully illustrated and priced . . . plus
Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials,
Revenues, Postage Dues . . . AND a big specialty section featuring plate number blocks,
first day covers, Americana, and others. Also illustrates and prices United Nations, British
North America, and U.S. Possessions. EXTRA . . . Complete U.S. Stamp Identifier — a
valuable section that quickly indicates the difference between rare and common look-alike
stamps. ALL this and more in one BIG catalog for only 35c¢! Mail handy order coupon

below for your copy of the famous

% ok ok ok ok %k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

HARRIS SECOND 1962 EDITION — U. S. & B.N.A.
Catalog contains hundreds of price changes and
includes:

® All major U. S, Postage and Airmail issues
. + » PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope
Squares, Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials,
Revenues, Postage Dues.

® Popular specialties such as mint position
blocks, plate number blocks, mint sheets, per-
forated coils, booklet panes, first day covers, and
other items.

® Complete illustrated listings of U, S. Posses-
sions, Confederate States, United Nations and
British North America.

® Big “Americana” section — postal tributes
to the United States, on foreign stamps.

® U. S. Stamp Identifier — fully illustrated
booklet. Use it to check your own collection for
valuable hidden stamp treasures!

AMERICA'S MOST WIDELY-USED U. 5. CATALOG

HARRIS U.S. Catalog — SECOND 1962
Edition. It's your best reference book, and
most reliable source of supply for desirable
issues at money-saving prices!

SECOND [1962]EDITION . . . 35¢

MAIL THIS COUPON

NOW!

H. E. HARRIS & CO.
Catalog Dept. Boston 17, Mass.

Please RUSH me, postiree, the all-new SECOND
1962 Edition of your 160 page catalog, UNITED
STATES STAMPS, U. S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA, including the U. S. Stamp Iden-
tifier, etc, | am enclosing 35¢.

Address

City &
State

14

July,

1987



Fig. 2. One of the official greeting cards sent to a few dignitaries and important people. Very
few have survived.

At the time of the fete celebrated at Vineennes to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the 1911 European Cirenit of Aviation, I was overjoyed to meet
an alert septuagenarian, who turned out to be none other than Henri Pequet
himself. Asked for details about the plane that he used at Allahabad, this
famous aviator agreed to reply to my questions in writing, consequently, the
result thus officially states that the flight took place is a French Sommer twin-
engine.  What cavsed the confusion is that Pequet had just signed a test pilot’s
contract with Humber, but had not yet started to work for this company.

But, in fact, who was this Pequet ? — relatively little known and whose card
carried the modest wording **Retired Airport Commander.”

Here is what a very interesting book published recently, **The 100 First
I}alilzensed Pilots in the World and The Birth of Aviation’ by Lasalle said about
this aviator:
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Sondon Address :
30, €velyn Gardens, S.W.

J have the honour lo ask you if you will kindly
accept this letter-card as a souvenir of the first official
acrial post which was “despaiched from the T. P.
Exhibition, Allahabad, officially sanctioned, and zarried
by an aeroplane under Government Post Office Regu-
lations on 20th February 1911.

7
£ 2~ :
s (A7 Lo 4//,#@
r
" o

N. B —The sovelope Loz s the imrress of the First Acrial Post.

Fig. 3. One of the special inviations, signed by Walter Windham, the organizer of the 1911 India
flight from Allahabad to Naini.

“*Henri Pequet was born at Braequemont (Seine-Maritime) February 1,
1888, From 1905, with Baudry, he praectised aseents in the free balloon and
sometime later he teamed up with Paulhan on the dirigible, * Ville-de-Paris.”
In 1908, he attempted flying, entering the firm of Voisin at Mourmelon, where
he worked with Colliex, GGobron and Bunau-Varilla.

“In 1909 he was engaged as a mechanie with a contract with Sanchez-Besa.
He accompanied Sanchez-Besa to the Johannistal meeting near Berlin, Germany.
However, Pequet, according to eustom, had already soloed and was burning to
try to fly alone. The occasion would present itself at the Hamburg meeting.
With extremely bad weather Sanchez-Besa hesitated to take-off. Pequet offered
to fly in his place on the eondition that his mechanie’s contraet be voided,
Sanchez-Besa accepted and Henri Pequet made his first publie flight.

“Pequet obtained his pilot’s license number 88 on June 10, 1910 with a
Yoisin aireraft.

**From then on, the life of Henri Pequet continued aeross the world on every
field of aviation. South America, India where he continued after 1911 his
attempt at first flights and air mail — all marked the course of this young man,
entirely dedieated to the conquest of air.

**The war came to France in 1914. Pequet, who had been engaged as test
pilot with Morane-Saulnier and had been sent to Russia on this job, was mobilized
there. He continued to serve in the new branch of aviation.

“*After the war, Henri Pequet went back to his job of test pilot until 1934,
when he entered the Aero-Club of Vichy as chief pilot. He never slowed down.

“*Henri Pequet accumulated 8,200 flying hours, which without doubt assures
him an honorable rank among pioneer aviators, who can boast of having flown
more than a million kilometers. ™'

16 July, 1962



URUGUAY
Official Air Mail Stamps

By PHILIP SILVER

Introduction

For many vears, the writer has been interested in the official air mail
stamps of Urnguay. Yet, although diligent search has been made of the var-
ious source books for information, very little has been found. Some of the pub-
lished material, sketehy though it may be, is, nevertheless, so inaccurate and
contradietory that an attempt will be made here to set the record straight and
clarify the available information. Also, new information developed by the
writer in the eourse of his study will be recorded. It is not expected in this
artiele to write the final story of these interesting stamps; it is hoped, however,
*to make this study as concise and accurate as possible within the realm of avail-
able material. Here, again, the writer hopes that additional material, needed
for the definitive story, will be made available by our readers, especially those
in Urnguay and other countries of South Ameriea.

Stamps Overprinted “Oficial” or “Franco”

Perhaps the most eomplete study of the stamps of Uruguay was made by
the eminent British philatelist, the late Emanuel J. Lee, in his book entitled,

Direccion de Censo,
7 REPUOBLICA ©.

. NTEVIDEO

S

Y

} o
Fig. I. Crown punches on the 1911 Official issue used on mailing label of the Department of
Census, Statistics and Library.
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“The Postage Stamps Of Urngnay.”” Unfortunately, this was published in
London in 1931, so that it antedated the appearance of the punched official
air mail stamps which were issued about the same time. Consequently, there
are no references to these in Lee's book. This is rather unfortunate, sinee it
may have been expected, in view of his exhaustive research on all issues up to
1931, that a eareful study of these official air mail stamps would have been
made. Mr. Lee was fortunate also in that the archives of the Postal Adminis-
tration were made available to him for reference.

In chapters 58 through 67 (pages 341 to 380, inclusive) of Lee’s book,
there is perhaps the most complete study ever made of the official stamps of
Urugunay. From these pages may be abstracted the following eondensed analysis
relative to the official stamps:

1. Overprinting of stamps for official use was first started on August
20, 1880,

2. Postage stamps of the issues of 1866, 1877 and 1879 were overprinted
“Oficial ™" by a bronze handplate applied at about a 45 degree angle
for this issue.

3. The use of the word “*Oficial’’ for overprinting ordinary postage
stamps continued until 1928, It appears in a variety of printing types
ranging from Gothic to seript.

4. For a short period, starting on February 1, 1884, the word “*Franeo™
in a rectangle applied in various positions and in two faney designs
was used for overprinting postage stamps for official use.

5. In 1911, a definitive series of stamps for official mail was issued. This
is the only group of stamps which does not have an overprint, sinee the
word ““Oficial ™" is part of the design.

Errors, Varieties and Airmails

For 30 years we have boen specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc.,
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed.

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted

Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs,
Rotary, etc., ete,

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:—

Albania Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia,
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East,
France & Colonies, Greece, Georgia, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran,
Italy & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela.

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval,

Please write countries, price range and. specialties. [Usual
references, please).

We are also always buyers of similar material.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.
P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N, Y.

18 July, 1962



Punched Stamps Began in 1901

A new departure, the use of punched stamps, was introduced shortly after
the turn of the century. It started in 1901 to counter thefts of official stamps.
On page 366, Lee states:

“*Large thefts of these stamps having taken place caused the Post Office

Authorities to have the stamps punched with two holes dlmmmtl shaped;
these were used without distinetion by all the Ministries . . .

Lee further states that he has a specimen punched with two erowns in lien
of the diamond-shaped holes. Unfortunately, no illustration is shown. It is
probable, though, that this must have been similar to the erown punches on the
1911 ** Oficial ™" issue shown in Fig. 1.

“The Stanley Gibbons Postage Stamp Catalogue, Part 111

for Africa,
America and Asia, 1958 edition, ™

has this note before the 1901 official issue:
“*The majority of used official stamps of the issues from 1901 to 1928 are
4 punched with holes in addition to being postmarked. Unused stamps of

the 1901 issue were also punched after a stock had been stolen and this
isstie unused is scaree without the hole.™

“The Seott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 1957 edition, also states
the following after the 1901 issue:

“Sinee 1901, most of the used official stamps have been punched with holes
of various shapes, in addition to the postal eancellations.”™

Reading the above two eatalogs, one is led to wonder, accordingly, whether

WI r.’

OFICINA o Corraspd™- OFICIAL y PAENSA

RN 7

R. 0. oEL URUGUAY

P At

Fig. 2. Quatrefoil punches on the 23c denomination of the 1915 official stamps.
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MUSEQ DE HISTORIA NATORAL

Casills Correo, 399

MONTEVIDEO
Uruguay

Fig. 3. Single star punch on the 1923 Teru-Teru stamps overprinted "Official” in 1924,

these sources infer that the stamps were punched before or after being affixed
to official mail. IT afterwards, the mail would, of neeessity, be punched through,
a highly unlikely procedure. In the writer’s collection is a cover postmarked
April 4, 1916 bearing Gibbons type O8 official overprint in seript on the 23
centesimos postage stamp of 1915, (See Fig, 2).  This stamp is punched with
two quatrefoils but the cover is not. Reference may also be made to Fig. 1
which indieates that the punching was done prior to the affixing of the stamp
to the envelope.

The writer has in his possession much official mail used during the period
from 1915 to 1925. It can be reported that in no instanee was any mail found
punched through. It is evident then that the punching must have been done
prior to affixing of the stamps., But sinee both Gibbons and Seott refer to the
fact that used stamps were punched — Gibbons, in addition, refers to the punch-
ing of unused stamps of the 1901 issue only — it may be coneluded that the
punching was done as stamps were about to be used and that unused stamps in
stock remained unpunched ; this, of course, with the exception of the 1901 issue.

Although this study is concerned with the official stamps used for air mail,
the writer has dwelt on these ordinary postage stamps punched for official use
for a very good reason. This was to show that the punching of stamps for
official air mail use was not new. Indeed, as noted previously, punching of
stamps started in 1901 and had continued for more than twenty-seven years,

During that period, a number of different types of punches was used.
These were the diamond-shaped holes noted by Lee, the small erowns shown in
Fig. 1, the gquatrefoils shown in Fig. 2 and five pointed stars. Most of the
material examined indicates that offieial stamps after 1911 were punched with
either two stars or two gquatrefoils. Lee, in relerring to the 1910 official issue,
states on page 376 of his book that he had specimens punched with one or two
crowns in his colleetion.  And further, on page 378 in diseussing the 1911 of-
ficial issne, he Sayvs:

20 July, 1962



Fig. 4. lbc indigo air mail stamp of 1929 with two quatrefoil punches. The cancellation appears
to be October 19, 1930, probably the earliest cancellation known on the official air mail punched
stamps,

“The punching of the two holes in the stamps was continued with this
issue, but the diamond shaped ones were replaced with five others, viz:

Two shields.

Two crosses. (quatrefoils)
Two erowns.

Two hearts.

I'wo stars.

With reference to the 1915 issue Lee states, again on page 378, that the
used stamps were punched with two erosses or two stars and that he has in his
collection some with only one eross or one star, these being uncommon.

Starting with the 1924 issue, Lee relates that the two-star or two-cross
punch was discontinued because it would not be pleasing to collectors.  He states
further, on page 380, that the stamps are found punched with a large eross or
a large star.  However, the writer has also noted the Teru-Teru official over-
printed stamps (Gibbons type O10) with only one star. In Fig. 3 is shown a
single punched star on the 1924 Teru-Teru overprinted official stamps.

Official Air Mail

When the air mail stamps for official use were issued, the practice of
punching with two stars or two quatrefoils was revived. Thus, the official air
mail stamps are found with two distinet types of punches:

1. Two stars,
2. Two quatrefoils.

These are the only identifying marks used to distinguish offieial air mail
stamps from normal air mail stamps.  As noted previously, the practice of over-
printing the word “*Oficial’” had been discontinued after the 1928 issue of
official stamps. The punches used for the air mail official stamps are similar
to those in use from 1915 onward. Indeed, from inspection of many punched

Fig. 5. A clear example of the "Exterior’” cancellation usually found on the message side of official
mail of the 1920's,
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Fig. 6. Enlarged drawing of the "Exterior" cancellation found on the stamp shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 7. Enlarged drawing of the "Oficial Y Prensa” cancellation, most widely used on official air
mail punched stamps.

Fig. 8. Enlarged drawing of the “Porte Pago” cancellation on the cover shown in Fig. 9

stamps, one is led to belicve that the very same metal punches used in 1911 were
probably used again to punch the air mail of ficial stamps.  More will be written
on this usage in a subsequent section.

Dates Of Issue And Dates Of Use

The two earliest references to the air mail official stamps are found in the
1936 edition of Sanabria’s **Standard Catalogue of Air Post Stamps,”’ published
by Nicolas Sanabria Clo., Ine. and in Francisco Ferrer Llull's ** Catalogo De Les
Sellos Y Del Correo Aereo Del Uruguay,”” published in 1936 in Montevideo
under the auspices of the Club Filatelico Del Urnguay. Coincidentally, the
dates of issue are the same in both eatalognes. Sanabria gives the following
information : :

“Official Stamps
Issued from Mareh to June 1932
Two Stars Perforated on Stamps of 1929-1930"

Llull’s eatalogue is more explicit, although no more accurate. He states on
page 39 :
A Mal Stamps
“*Between the months of March and June of 1932, the Postal Administration
delivered to the Foreign Ministry stamps to be used for official service and
expressly for its air mail correspondence.’™”

Liull further indicates on page 39 that the punched issue of Mareh 1932 was
made on the 2P stamp of May 1, 1928 showing the statue of General Artigas at
Paysandu (Scott No. 406). The other punched stamps, issned May 1932, are
indicated as having been made on the Pegasus issues of 1929 and 1930.

Over the vears, there was very little effort made by the Sanabria catalogue
to supply information relative to the date of issue of these stamps.  From 1936
to 1957 the various editions merely repeated the same period: 1932, Mareh to
June. It was not until the 1960 edition appeared that any change is noted.
In this edition the date of issue appears as: 1931, July.

Llull’s eatalogue, of course, is no longer published. Tts successor is the
“Catalogo De Lios Sellos Aereos Del Urnguay ™ published in 1948 in Montevideo
by the Club Filatelico Del Urnguay under the editorship of Messrs. E. Hor-
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WHAT YOU WANT TO BUY

is more important than what we want to

sell, so please tell us what you collect.

We have a small stock of older G. B. Com-
monwealth and Foreign stamps, good stocks
of covers (presstamp to recent airmails),
airmail stamps (some good errors) and one
of the finest existing stocks of Japanese oc-

cupations.

GENERAL PRICE LIST FREE

J. STEPHEN
26 Coed Pella Road
Colwyn Bay, Denhighshire, Gt. Britain
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maeche, H. Mezzottoni, A. Paperin Costa and C. M. Rubio. This eatalogue,
which eontains perhaps the most definitive information about Uruguayan air
mail stamps, gives the dates as 1931-32. So, for the first time, a date earlier
than 1932 is noted. Tt is presumed that in the years intervening between the
publication of Llull’s catalogue and the one published by the Club Filatelico Del
Uruguay speeialists in the air mail stamps of Urnguay examined used copies of
these air mail official stamps or covers and found the earlier dates,

The writer himself has examined over one hundred of these stamps. He
can state categorically that he has found many with complete or partial dates
indicating that the official aiv mail stamps were used in 1931, The earliest
date noted was April 1, 1931 and the latest one December 3, 1931, Most of the
copies with clear dates indieate greatest usage from the June to September
period of that year. It would appear then that the March-June, 1932 date of
issue given by Llull and the first editions of the Sanabria ecatalogues is in-
correct.  Probably one source mentioned the date as 1932 and that others merely
copied it without investigation.

Gioing still further into the matter of dates of issue, ‘“the 1948 Air Mail
Catalogue of the Club Filatelico Del Urnguay ™ states on page 60 as follows:

“* According to an existing act of October 8, 1931 in the Postal Archives, the
number issued of these stamps was . . . . We have not found any subse-
quent act authorizing a new punching of stamps but it is evident . . . ."

While this information does not pinpoint the date of issue, it clearly in-
dicates, nevertheless, that 1931 is a more likely candidate than 1932. Even the
date of October 8, 1931 raises some doubts. As noted previously, heavy usage of
these stamps took place from June to September of 1931, the earliest date noted
being April 1, 1931. Thus, the aet of October 8, 1931 may have been passed
posteriorly for the purpose of listing the quantities issued. It is quite likely that
no specifie date of issue ean be determined, lacking official documents from the
Post Office Department.

With regard to the period of use, it would appear that these air mail of-
ficial stamps were used mostly during 1931. . Mr. Robert Hoftmann, the well-
known Uruguay speecialist, has told the writer that these stamps were not used
in 1932, According to his information, starting with January, 1932 the use of
punched stamps was discontinued, and the official agencies and departments
used unpunched Pegasus stamps for air mail purposes. Nevertheless, “*the 1948
('lub Filatelico Del Urnguay Catalogue’ states, in discussing canecellations, that
a cancellation dated in June of 1932 has been noted on one of these stamps.
The writer cannot question this information; however, there is reason to believe
that the eancellation may have been made by complaisance. Of this, more will
be said later.

(To be continued)

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND
By Henry M. Goodkind

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations.

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world.
Price $1.00.

Aero Philatelists, Ine. 22 East 35 Street New York 16, N. Y.
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SURINAM
A Variety Of Scott C8

By FRED KEIZER

Those who are interested in the air mail stamps of the Netherlands and
Colonies no donbt know that the 10e dull red air stamp of Surinam overprinted
“Viueht /DO, X/19317° (Seott ('8) eomes with several overprint varieties. The
Scott eatalog mentions only two minor numbers. Two specialized Duteh cata-
logs listed several varieties of this stamp.

There is, however, one variety of this stamp that as far as the writer can
ascertain is listed by only one eatalog — Sanabria under its number Rd. This
shows a part of the overprint, **Vlucht/ DO.X"" on the face and **1931"" in a
reversed position on the back (see the illustrations).

It is odd how this stamp came into the writer’'s possession. Actually it
was purchased at auetion by mistake. Although it was properly deseribed in
the auction sale catalog, the writer did not read the lot’s written text fully.
A bid for the lot was left with the auetion house before the sale and after-
wards the writer was notified that he was the suecessiul bidder.

Only after picking up the acquisition was it noticed that this was an un-
known item to the writer with part of the overprint on the face and the balanee
on the gummed side. This caused him to hunt and to consult many catalogs
for further information.

First, this variety was shown to one of the foremost authorities on Duteh
stamps in the United States. It was his opinion that the stamp must have
been folded by accident during the overprinting process, which, therefore, pro-
dueed this variety.

Still not completely satisfied, more inquiries were made. The overprint
error was fully deseribed in a letter sent to a philatelist in Holland, who has
gained a reputation for his expert knowledge of Duteh stamps. He replied
with an explanation corroborating the one first told here in the United States.
At the same time, another letter was sent to a stamp dealer in Holland, who
publishes catalogs on Netherlands stamps, and he answered as follows:

_7,‘ > "".
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The front and back of Surinam Sanabria variety 8d. (Photo by Boutrelle)
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“Sinee I have never heard of this variety, it must be a forgery.™

After reeciving a stupid reply as this latter, it was decided that enough
investigating had been done and the explanation, as offered by the first two
authorities could be accepted.

The copy in the writer’s possession has a horizontal erease, which gives
further eredence to this being a legitimate error and, furthermore, tends to
prove that the theory about the stamp being folded during the overprinting is
correct.  The basic air mail stamps were printed in sheets of one hundred. It
is, therefore, very well possible that the bottom part of one sheet became loose
and one stamp was folded over as the overprinting was being done

[t is possible that this is a unique copy. Up to now, no others are known to
the writer. It is hoped that as a result of this article information as to whether
more copies of Surinam, Sanabria Z8d, exist will be fortheoming.

#C1 World's first air mail stamp, flown Turin-Rome 2.00

#C1 do. error in arrival pmk. 22.1V. instead 22.V. 1917 4.00

#=C1 do. return flight Rome-Turin cover 250

#C2 World's first sea-plane st., Naples-Palermo 2.00

#C2 do. Naples-Palermo posted in Rome 4.00

#ZC2 do. return flight Palermo-Naples : 2.00

1925, Special flight LEGHORN-ROME with unused 'soff. air st. 2.00

1925, Same flight, zoffic. air st. cancelled 3.00

1926, “NORGE" airship Polar cover with "offic. air stamp, Rome-

Kingsbay ; 14.00

1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER, Alaska, where

Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrival, autographed by

a member of the Crew, few known 60.00
We specialize in air mail covers of Italy, Colonies, San Marino,
Vatican City, since 1925 and have one of the finest assortments

in existence, Approvals.

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N.J.
8. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Life Member AAMS;
Collectors Club, ASDA.

P.S. At the present time we have in stock one set of 5 FDC ltaly
#CO02 and the four Colonies ZCBO1 on the OFFICIAL covers —
flown.

—

New Front Cover

Our original Editor and Founder Member when we started in 1946 is back
again. Not that Frane Ritter ever left us, but his great responsibilties, as Art
Director of the famous Eastman Kodak Clo., foreed him to give up his voluntary
services to aero-philately some years ago.

Frane Ritter now has returned to action — he has been elected to the
Board of Directors — but he took time from his busy days (and nights) to
design a new cover and also the frontispiece for this magazine.
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UKRAINIA
1920 Air Post

By Dr. GREGORY B. SALISBURY

Sy ' ‘_Inu‘

Vv 1930
BNEENINM AR O A-XHI B

s

S T On.i4HOM

WTAS JRINPOBCHKOI BOEHEOI SXBOTRAIY

K X IB
Pir B-Bosomunmposxol 1 mgp“.

ol myamas
Torexs*spancya”

- ‘__ Wy
i gl
=
&
. . " ‘l
s g F

»

To
my Friend Dr C.B.Salisbury

captaln of Navy 5.de Saramciienko

Exmember of Ukrainian Airpost-Communica-
ticn-Commission in 1919/1920,

Tols stamp : i
Ukrainian Lecalposd
Kholma" =t = & 7941,

i)

BRI HH

Shortly before Captain Sviatoslav de Shramechenko passed away, he pre-
sented me with an interesting doeument, as a friendly gesture. It was a page
out of his album, with the unique Ukrainian air post letter, prepared and
posted by the eaptain when he was the Viee-Minister of the Navy, and member
of the Ukrainian Airpost-Communications Commission in 1919-1920.  The letter
bore a very important message to the staff of the River Dniepr Naval Flotilla,
and it is so addressed.
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The letter, as deseribed by the heading of the album page, was sent on
August 20, 1920 from Vinnitza, Podolia to Kiew, via the Ukrainian Navy
Department to Staff of the Ukrainian War Flotilla. It was entrusted to the
aviator, who was a friend of the eaptain. As the latter was an avid philatelist,
the whole enterprise appears to be philatelically inspired. This point does
not detract the fact that the letter was an official one; it carried a genuine
service direetive, and was flown by air mail.

The letter has a 30 shagiv imperforate Ukrainian stamp, July 1918 pie-
torial, featuring the allegorical profile of Ukrainia. It is cancelled in three-
line black postmark. ““AIRPLANE"

20 V 1920
VINNITZA-KIEV

On the top of the envelope is a two-line legend meaning **sent by air post™’
in the center, and to the left is the heading of the head of the Naval High
Command in Vinnitza. The center of the envelope bears the Kiev address,
and to the left the naval staff marking in purple in three lines of the Staff
of the Dniepr Naval Flotilla (abbreviated) and the identifying numerals and
letters of the section. The staff was quartered in Hotel Francois.

The bottom of the album page bears the message of greeting to me from
the captain, his official seal, a gold trident on a blue seal, also showing a post-
mark. The same one was used to cancel the stamp. To the left is one of the
Kholm, Ukraine Local Post stamps of 1941, showing the portrait of the eaptain
when he headed over 400,000 Ukrainians there, twenty-one years later.
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W hat more could any Collector wish . . .

*What more could any collector wish than to live to
see his fondest dreams come true and have his col-
lecting efforts crowned by having his collection de-
scribed, illustrated and explained in a Harmer car-
alogue.”

A. S K. 2/6/62

“Just a few lines to tell you how pleased we are with
the way you and your staff, handled the sale of our
stamp collection.”

"It surpassed our expectation by far, and it has been
a pleasure and a delightful experience to watch the
efficient way your firm conducts the auction sales

and the fine catalogue you issue.”
E. B. 3/14/62

“Your catalogue means a lot more than winning a
blue ribbon or a cup at some show. This is what you
sell against, and the descriptions and presentation
that you make must be realistic and true and not
someone’s dream or fancy. I feel my collection has
earned an accolade of merit and honor from you.”

T. G. 4/12/61

WHAT MORE COULD ANY COLLECTOR WISH THAN TO BE
COMPLETELY SATISFIED WHEN HE SELLS HIS COLLECTION?

If you want an auction catalogue that shows discernment, skill, know-
ledge, attractive presentation . . .

if you want the World's leading philatelists interested in your stamps
if you want a pleasant transaction and prompt payment . . .

in fact, if you want to be completely satisfied . . .

may we suggest you write to H. R. Harmer, Inc.?

We will be pleased to send ycu a booklet, "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling,”
that details H. R. Harmer service and its many unique advantages.

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The World’s Leading Stamp  Auctioneers

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y.
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