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A CHAT ABOUT POLISH STAMPS 
by J. G. Freiburghaus 

(Reprinted from WEEKLY PHILA'l'ELIC GOSSIP of 7 /9/3iJ ) 

Being a collector of stamps of Po­
la nd for many years, and much inte­
rested in t hem, I have built up in the 
course of time, a large collection of 
th em, but besides the more ordinary 
stamps as issued, my search has been 
more for varieties in type, perforation , 
shades and color tria ls. Such huntin g 
gives the collector a real zest and 
alleviates his thirst for stamps out of 
t he ordinary run and helps to m'.lko 
such a collection more interesting and 
variegated, out of t he common run. 

'l'h e stamps of Poland arc, as a rule, 
well printed and their designs are va­
ried, with few exce:itions, a lt hough 
in my humbl e opinion, they lean to o 
much towards hero worship, but this 
is no doubt due to Poland having in 
the past and still today, more or less 
of a runnin g fight for its very exis­
tence. Situated a s it is, betwoea its 
ponderou s neighbors in tho west an d in 
th e east of its lon g lines of fr ontiers, 
it is deprived and almost defenseless 
of natural baniers, such as we her0 
in Switzerland are for t unate to have. 

This continual strife for liberty and 
self-government minors itself in th e 
various stamp issues from t he very 
first stam p of 1860 No. 1 until today. 
Many collectors do not 1 i k e these 
stamps of Poland, nevertheless, I hold 
that they are very interesting and pic­
t uresque and wo rt hwhile, in spite o.f 
their rather low values in th e cata­
logues. Poland has not many varieties 
of g reat value to boast of and so-called 
rarities are few, but none the less, 

some of its stamps a re real li ttle gems 
a nd numerous are the many va ri eties 
in perforation, paper, watermarks, co­
lor shades and color trials, which give 
the collector real pleasu re to hunt and 
to be the proud possessor of. 

For the entertain ment and benefit 
of such collectors, I presum e to gi-,,e 
hereafter an "apercu" of such out-of­
the-way stumps and varieties, which 
when in corporated in the pages of a 
coll ection of Poli sh stamps, give them 
a certain cachet out of th e common, 
so here goes. 

'l' he first issue, Scott's Nos. 11-14, 
Warsaw local postage stamps, with­
out the surcharge "Poczta P olska" arc 
real t easers to find i:1 pairs or bloclrn, 
perforated or imperforated an cl even 
single ones are not easily located. They 
exist natu rall y only in mint condition, 
their postal use as such, havi ng been 
prohibited b? th e occupyin g authori ­
ties. 

In the following issue, occupation 
stamps Nos. 15 to 26, the varieties in 
t he surcharge, such as "Pocata," "Pocz­
to" are elu sive items and particularly 
in blocks of four stamps with such 
varieti es they are real gems. Stamp No. 
32, Austrian military stamp, with red­
brown surcharge, so-called error, is a 
goo d variety and not easily found. 

The Cracow issue fo 1918, Austrian 
s tamp s surcharged "Poczta Polska," 
Scott's Nos. 41-55, form a reall y hap­
py huntin g ground for varieties such 
as stamp-position 73 of the mint sheet, 
with double clot in li eu and place of 
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the rhombus, stamp-position 30 in the 
sheet, with mutilated letter A in Pol­
ska, thinned letter Z in Poczta in posi­
tions 4, 5, 14, 15, 24, 25, 34, 35, 44 
and 45 of t he sheet. Some of these 
yarieties, for instance Scott's No. 40, 
'iQ ·_heller, with dot1ble dot, are even 
' ·rareT -than the 10 kroT\en, as it occurs 
b~ t once in the sheet, as only 2250 
s~ch stamps weTe , -su,rchargecl., 

p 

Of these issnes, such copies with in­
verted surcharge, are naturally also de­
sirous items, but beware of excellent 
counterfeits. Of the issues of 1919, 
Northern and Southem Poland, Marks 
ancl Krono1·s, there are many varie­
ties, both in paper and in color shades, 
besides rare color t rials such as for 
instance the one Mark, Scott's No. 88 
in rose-red, instead of v iolet. In these 
issues occur too, many smaller va1·ieties 
originating from printing defects, also 
double printings such as Scott's Nos. 
89 ancl 120. Scott's Nos. 84, 97, 98, 
15 pfennig, show two distinct types, 
Plate I having bnt one short line on 
right side, below 15, adjoining the let­
ter F, Type 2 shows two such short 
lines. Lovely shades occur too in Scott's 
Nos. 86 ancl 100, ranging from light 
gray to dark olive green. In the Na­
tional Assembly issue, Scott's Nos. 133-
139, we have some rare imperfs ancl 
double prints, Nos. 135 and 137. ln 
t he general issue, Scott Nos. 140-148, 
we have many good shades, particularly 
in the 6 MaTlrn, also in the 10 Marks, 
the former showing shades in blood 
reel and the latter rauging from pale 
orange-brown to blood reel ancl even 
to cl ark re cl. The 20 Ma1·k too has 
shades from dark green to pale olive­
green, all have in common variou s per­
forations, some of them scarce ones. 

Redrawn stamps Nos. 149 / 152 show 
two clisti11ct types, also distinct in co­
lor. These two types show plainly in 
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the 8 Marks, Type I has K ancl A 
in Polska separated, whereas in Type 
II, these two letetrs are joined at the 
foot. 'l'he Provisional of 1921, Scott's 
No. 153, has again two types of sur-

charge, also a variety with comma in­
stead of period. This stamp is also 
found with a large black bar, instead 
of five single bars, but in the former 
case it is a proof. This stamp is also 
found with much displaced surcharge, 
numeral 3 in the center of the stamp, 
or even cl isplacecl to the left side. O.f 
t he constitutional issue, Scott's Nos. 
156-162, stamp No. 162, 50 Marks, oc­
curs without clot after 1921. 

Of the stamps 10, 15 and 20 Marks 
of 1921, Scott's Nos. 154-155a, there 
exist rare printing trials, imperforated 
l:\ncl ungummed , horizontally crossed 
with a reel ink bar. H ere too the shades 
range from very dark-nearly bL:e­
black to much lighter hues. Scott's 

indicates two of these shades. The 
15 Marks light brown occurs too i11 
a very dark brown shade and the paper 
of all three values ranges from very 
t hin white paper to rather thick bluish 
paper. 'rhe 10 Marks value, blue, shows 
further some varieties in design, placed 
in various positions in the sheet. They 
can be traced in th e lines of the rai11-
bow, joining or missing the hilt of th e 
sword, fo1·ming thus hrger or small er 
white spaces near th e hilt. The 10 and 
20 Marks have been re-drawn as Type 
II of smaller size, but same design. 
A rare variety occurs of the redrawn 
20 Marks, Type II, with the rainbow 
not in lines, but in small dots, also on 
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the hilt of the swol'd, in place of lines 
but we ignore if constant, as so far 
only one mint copy has been found. 

Th e Polish Eagle issue of 1!)21-23, 
Scott's 163-169B, shows the following 
varieties; No . 163, Type I, buff un­
derground color measures 29 to 23½ 
mm. 'l'ype II but 28 to 22 1/2 mm., both 
aTe found in white and bluish paper . 
As to No. 164, Scott gives it correctly 
as occunin g also horizontally imper­
forated. 'rhere exist also marked shad es 
in t his value, from rose-reel to bloocl­
recl, the 100 Marks too has pronounced 
shades and I found at least one variety 
of thi s stamp or plate f law: POCZIA, 
the bar on top of the letter T being 
missin g, but so far only one copy was 
found. Of the 300 Marks green, rare 
shades are found, also some very flat 
designs du e to overnse of the plate, 
th e shading in the feathers being mis­
sing. Th e value for 500 Marks, violet, 
shows ve ry lovely shades from redd ish 
lilac to very dark violet and it exists 
also in one used imperforatecl copy, 
rath er rare, further, many varieties 
in perforation and i n paper are found 
from soft thin to very thick texture. 

The 2000 Marks show some marked 
flaws in t he design a nd its shades 
range from milk-blue to very da rk 
blu e and the paper is hard and thin 
and again soft and i:1 greyish hu e. 
Color proofs of them exist too, al I 
crossed with vertical or horizontal bars 
in reel ink. 

'l' he issue in honor of Koperniku s, 
astrologe r, 1473-1543, two values, 1000 
and 5000 Marks, was pTinted with two 
different pla tes, which can easily bo 
traced, P late I has ::i colored clot in the 
breast of the eagle wh ich is m' ss in g 
i n Plate II. Of t he value for 1000 
Marks two flaw s have been found, one 
in which t he two last noughts on t he 
ri ght are joined by a small white b:11' 
and in the other, the ornamental half 
circle i s broken on t he level of the let­
ter A in Poczta. Of t he 5000 Marks 
value proofs in t he color of t he origi-
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nal, with vertical red ink bar exist. 
'l'he plate flaw "Konapski" in stamp 
Scott's No. 194, is found in the 30th 
stamp of the original sheet of 40 
stamps, 4 by 10. 

The provisionals of April, 1923, 
Scott 's Nos. 195-198, contain numerou s 
varie ties besides th ose as mentioned in 
Scott. Foremost we have t he invert ed 
incomplete surcharges, very f ai nt sur­
surcharges, t hen displaced surcharges, 
charges, du e to underinking, th e O in 10 
missing and so forth. Al so various color 
shades and paper varieties, white thick 
paper, bluish thick paper and with the 
b uff underground in both types, larger 
and smaller, as in the origi nals. All 
these provisional s were used to cope 
wit h the heavil y increased postage fee 
in view of the devaluation of the Mark. 
I have before me a letter to Switzerlan.J 
franked with 900,000 Marks in st amps 
of 10 and 50,000 Marks. 'rhe same ap­
plies to th e provinsional stamps of 
Scott's Nos. 199 /200 which again occur 
with inverted surcharge and in man~· 
color shades. 

The lith ographs of January, 1924, 
Eagle design, Scott's Nos. 205-214, show 
various plate flaws. The value fo r 100 -
000 Marks occu rs in a very dark red ­
brown shade and the two highest values 
fo r 1 and 2 million Marks are rarely 
found postally used and their prices as 
mentioned in Scott do in no wise take 
account of t hi s fac t. 

Here comes a stop t o th e denomina­
tions in Marks as t he gold currency 
groszy and zloty comes in use. 

The first issue, again the Polish 
Eagle within a wreath of laure l le1,vc s, 
Scott's Nos. 215-225, in very thin , bter 
on in white thick paper, presents rather 
well and th e colors too arc well chosen. 
'l'he 25gr occurs in light a nd in very 
dark brown, the 30gr even is found in 
a wrong color-violet blu e. Of this 
shade a few sheets were printed and 
used up at Woclawek, Davidgrodek and 
sunounding dist ricts, a rather good 
variety to have a nd when in mint 
condition , even better. But t he best 
variety of t hi s i ssue i s t he 25gr. in 
blue-black, which inadvertently turned 
up in the plate of the 40gr., Scott's No. 
224, position of the sheet 35, but only 
were printed, as it was soon discovered 
a few sheets with this error of plate~ 
and cut out of tht plate. I do not t hink 
there exist any postally used copies of 
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this rare variety . Of th e 3gr. orange, 
an imperforated sheet turned up and 
was detailed at Litzmann st a dt, but 
only copies with suffi c ient margins can 
pass as genuine. 

/ 

v\Te come to N o. 226, 1 zloty , red , 
with the head of President St ani slau n 
Wojciechowski. This i s a remarkable 
stamp printed on chalky paper and use,l 
clean copies without an y scratc'.1 a rc 
rare. 

Between 1925 and 1932 a set o:: :: cw 
stamps came out with views of 1,n :rn· 
ments and buildings, Scot ': 's Ifo s . 237 • 
241, of which P late I was p rinted r: ith 
plate and in offset, w he:·J~.~ Ty :D II 
are printed only in offse '. . Scot t ::: :li· 
cates here on ly th e 3, 5, 1 .) and .l:i gr. 
as redrawn, but actually a lso the 20, 
30 and 40 gr. appeared reclrnw n, as 
Type II. Pronounced sha(os a re fo :: ncl 
in the 2, 5 and 15 gr., th e latter oc~:i;·s 
in some rather smudgy crnd e p ri nt in ,:.;s, 
a ll 'l'ype I, Ty pe II being clear a nd 
neatly printed. The stamp, No. 243, 40 
gr. with head of Chopin, i s ag ain prin­
ted on a chalky surfaced paper ~ :Hl 
canceled copies in good preservation 
are th e exception. Stamp No. 2±2, 20 gr. 
red-brown, has again som e ni ce shad es, 
and in the fifth edition , printed wit h 
plates, it shows some ~light m:idif :ca­
tion s in the design. It is al so found 
im perforated. Stamp N o. ~-15 w ith effi ­
gy of Moscicki is al so found im pe rfo ,·­
atecl, the same applies to No. 2-10, 20 g-r. 
effigy of Slowacki. The redrnwn des;r;·n 
of 25 gr., No. 250, again shows s ) mc 
good shades and exists al s) im •,e:·fo :·-
ated. -

Now comes the stamps with tho well 
designed head of M a rshall Pil su ds\ i. 
Scott's Nos. 253 / 54, in recess prin tin-; 
in se veral editions. I and II on Vi e:111 1. 
paper, also III and IV, edition s V, VI 
noel VII being printed on na ti ve pnpcr 
in shade.s ranging from st eel-blue to 
dark blue and to clur,, :1n rl hluo -g:·00 :1 , 
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dark green b ein g editi on VIII, again on 
native paper. 'l'h ese variou s printings 
can also bo distin gui shed, b esides in 
their shades in th e in scription s in the 
margin s of th e sheet , som e of these 
stamps can al so b e fo und impeTforat ecl. 

The following st am p with tho head 
of President Mosci cki, 1 zlo ty , cream 
or in black, i s printed on two distinct 
papers, recess ])Tinting, on vertically 
laid English paper and on native hori ­
zontally laid paper. A rat her nice look­
ing well design ed stamp. 

Stamps Nos. 258-260, P olish E agle, 
n·ere fak ed during th eir cu1-re,1cy in 
Vienna. They diffe r i n paper and Fer­
foration and for this reason stamp N o. 
260 was recalled and cl oc larcd obsolete 
on Dec. 30, 1931. Stamps N os. 2G3-:C (;(i 
exist also imperfo ratecl a nd folrn;, o , 
them, differing in paper nnc1 perfora­
tion, circulate (No. 2G5 ) . 

Now comes a ni ce stamp, Ne• . 2G7, 
30gr., well desig ned a nd executed, with 
the head of Kosciu szko, W ashing ton 
and Pulaski, on thick yellow verticall y 
laid paper, recess p rintin g. A rare color 
trial of this stamp exist s in light blue, 
,.'hich color would have ma de a better 
e~f ect still as ol"igi nal. An offi cial post 
cc.rd with, 0:1 th e reve rse s ide, an 0 11-

larged design C•f thi ~; st:..u-:!1!_), ,Yn s i r; :1uecl 
,:ith rnpecti vc insc riptions nt t he fo ot 
of the enlaTged st a mp in P oli sh, Fren ch 
and Engli sh lan g uar;es. It w as sold for 
1h zl:oty to the tun e of 100,()0() co_Jies. 

On January 2, 19:lcl, th ere ·;,us issued 
a st amp for 60g r. in blll{' , ,,ith tl:e 
Cit_v H all of 'l'h orn ('i' o rn n ) commemo ­
rative of the found ation of thi s t own 
in 1233, i t exist s im pe 1·forated. Th e 
same stamp, Scot t 's B28, in re el- b row n, 
was issued on th e 21st of May, 1!);)3 

in connectio '.1 w ith th o phil a telic st urn ,J 
exhibition at 'l'orun . Of stam •JS, Nos. 
282 /83, Polish L egion J 01-J. -1024 w ith 
head of Pilsuclski; No. 283 exists also 
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imperforated and without gum. Of t he 
stamps with surcharge "Chall enge 1934, 
30gr. No. C121, an inverted surcharge 
is known. 

'!.'he p1·ovisionals, Nos. 284-286, 55 gr. 
and 1 zloty, show for the 1 zloty on 
ZJ, 1.20 two types of su rcharge, they 
al'e also found with inverted surcharge. 

'L'he following provision al stamp No 
285, 25 gr. on 80 gr. red-brnwn, has 
two distinct types of surcharge, also 
two kinds of color fo r th e surcharg·e, 
one in black and the othe r in blu e­
black, thernfore four varieties. 

In tlie set of the mourning stamps 
for Marshall Pil sudski, No. 28 7-291, 
May 16, 1935, the 25gr. appears in two 
types, the shading lines in both direc­
t:01rn fo r Type I, and only horizo n ta i 
shading lines for Type II. Th ora :c:·c 
o:hc r slight differo:1ccs i:1 th o 'c\YO 

types. 
The new issue wi th la::dscapo:; of 

1935, Nos. 29cl-30cl sho-vs (i ;1 s i~e) 
slightly deviating types for the 25, 45, 
GO and 55 gr.=2S.3mm. x 21.3mm. 
again st 25.5mm. x 22 mm. 

On the third of June, 103(; t here Y:as 
issu ed a 1 zloty stamp in b lu e, N o. 305, 
President Moscicki, ,,-'. th marr:·in i ,­
sc ription at foot of st a m:J : l :l2::i .3Vl.-
1936. 'l'wo varieties of this sta mp have 
been fo und. The inscription in one of 
the numerals 9 and ;3 in • b oth dato:; 
stand in line with the nnm oral 1 8 hovo 
the inscription and i:1 th o othol" t hey 
stand betweea the num erals 92 a:1d :JG . 
As fo ur plates were 1,secl fo,· the print­
in g of t his stamp, th e qtiest ion remains 
open wh ether the two types oc~u r i:1 
oae plate only or if th e~· belo:1g to tw o 
different plates. 

Stamp Ko. 312, effigy of llfa rshall 
Rydz-Srn igly, again e~: ist in two t_vpes, 
llue probably to re-e:1 graving. 

With stamp No. 340 we come to t he 
c lose of the first period o:' Pol i:<11 
stamp issues, as ·world vVar IJ f:ot in 
in September, 1939, with t ho well 
know n disastrous results for Europe 
a nd the world at largo. 

In 1044, the first Polish stc.mps 
again appeared in Pl:!and, vor_v cnide 
lithography, clue to the absence of t he 
necessary printing gear, scu rcit.v of 
;, P.per anil. a ll other necessaries for th e 
printing trade, as Ru ssia acquired largo 
rotating printing presses wh ich had 
fo und their nay to Moscow :1i1d ·c•o;·o 
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thus lost to Poland. 
On the 8th of September, 1944, ap­

peared as stated, th e first three Polish 
stamps, lithography, with th e head s of 
Trnugutt, Kosciuszko and Dl!browski, 
Scott's Nos. 341/43. 'l'hey were un­
gummed and only gummed on request 
as every thing had to be improvised 
and reinstated. Imperforatecl proo:!'s of 
these three stamps exist, some on very 
thin paper, the 25gr. even on carton 
paper, rather rare, such proofs. Postally 
used copies of these stamps are hard 
to find. 

The two next coming stamps, Polish 
Eagle, 25 and 50 gr., the later tho 
monument of Gn,nwalcl , photog ravuro, 
t,ppeared on Sept. H, 19±4. 

Of the 25 gr., exists a color variety, 
if one can say so, du ll red in stead of 
deep red, which did not see much postal 
use and in canceled state of the perio,l 
it is rather sca rce. It was, later on, 
used up as provi sional for Zl 1.50, 
Scott's No. 346. 

The stamp with the head of Trau­
gutt, 25gr. reel, was issued su rcharged 
with 5 zloty, Scott's No. 362. It is 
fom1d i :1 thrne dist i:1ct shad es, crimso:1 · 
rose, pale rose nncl pale brown. It was 
r:ngTn1n10d nnd fr.; rat he r se1clo1n found 
with go:rni ,:o posta l cancellations. 

'Tl:o tc:1 provis ional stamps of Fel.,­
ruary 12, 1:H 5: new value 3 Zl. a;1cl 
tow:1 n t:.rnos, Scott's No:; . 34 7-356, are 
rather interesting a;; they can be fouml 
with mi splaced surchari:;o, t he numeral 
3 being at the foo t of tho stam) also 
with some inv erted s,1rcharg·es, for in­
stai1ce Kielce. Th e stamp ,.-i th d10 tow,1 
name, \Yarszawu occurs in b :-th slwr1w:, 
deep rerl and du ll red, t he la tter i n 
typography, :lcl-l and 3-!JA and tl,e 
latter is scarce 1·.- ith th i,; snrchargc nnJ 
quite ram on co ve r. 

The prnvi sio:ial stamp Zl 1.50 011 
25gr. dull reel, 344A, new numbe r 346, 
shows two types of s1u-c ha rgo, one ,-; ith 
separating clot level w·ith tho beach; of 
the numerals l and 5 and tho seco,icl 
with dot lower clow n. Thi s is due t o 
use of two different plates of su rcharge. 
Plate I sh ows clot further llo1<1:1 bctwe:n 
l a nd 5 an d in P late II th i r; dot is 
level with th ese two nume rals. Pbto lI. 
.lOx l O st amps, shO\-s ,-c rtical rnns 1, ~. 
G a nd 7 y; ith dot fn rth or clo,-::1 l\ncl 
,-ertical rows 3, c!, G, 8, 0 nnc1 10 sh-'.J1·: 

(Cor,tinued o:·1 pa~e 8) 
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More About The Barlet.ta-Trani Stamps 
by J . J. Domar 

Much too much has been written in Republic. 
regard to the Barletta and 'l'rani Issues Entry No. 4 of the 27th of May, 1954, 
but it is our opinion that any informa- about the prnlongation of the interval 
tion regarding any issues pertaining to between the cadence of the National 
Poland should be given to our members Council of the Republic and the ca­
regardless of personal opinion, so with dence of the Council of the Polish 
this in mind we arn recording the latest Republic. (page 17) 
releases. Entry No. 5 of the 21st of May, 1954, 

Upon the tenth anniversary of the in the matter of the altercation of the 
battle of Monte-Cassino an overprint decree of the President of the Republic 
"DZIESIJ;;CIOLECIE - 19±4-1954" or of the 30th of June, 1954, about form­
"POCZ'l'A LOTNICZA MON'l'E CAS- ing a Ministry of Polish Citizens' Af­
SINO 1944-1954" has been made on fairs in Foreign Lands. (page 18 ) 
ten thousand stamps of the Fieldpost Part 'l'wo 
of the 2nd Corps i ssued in Italy in Official Section 
the years 1944-45. 'l'he Order of the Minister of Polish 

'l'hrough the courtesy of Mr. R. Bur- Citizens' Affairs in Foreign Lands 
kiewicz, I have been shown a cover of the 22nd of May, 1954 
with one of each stamp, also a set A bout making an overpTint on the 
of the mint stamps of which the green stamps of the Field Post of the 2nd 
one was overprinted in two shades of Corps. 
red ink. Also submitted was a photo On the basis of article 22 of the 
of a notaTy attesting th:lt the photo law of the thil'd of Jun e, 1924 regard­
is a true photographic reprodu:)tion ing Post, 'l'elegraph & Telephone (Law 
of the copy of the Law Journ ::. I of Journal of the Polish Republic of 1933, 
the Polish Republic dated the 29th of No. 63, entry 481) I order the following 
May, 1954. I 

The tran slation is as follows: To commemorate the tenth anniver-
'l'he Law Journal of the Polish Repub lic sary of the battle of Mo:ite Cassi:w, 

London, May 29th, 1954 an overprint "Dziesif,)ciolecie 1944-1954" 
Part One or relatively "Poczta Lot:1icza :Monte 

The Decrees of the President of the Cassino 194'1-1954" i s being macle on ten 

A cove r showing the two stamps discussed by the author in this article. 

132-6 Polonus Bulletin, October 1955 



thousand stamps of the Field Post of 
the 2nd Corps issued in Italy in the 
years 1944-45. 

II 
The Secretariat of the Branch Cir­

cles is being ordered to make the over­
print. 

III 
After making the overprint the 

Secretariat of the Branch Circles w ill 
destroy th e plate and produce to the 
Minister of Polish Citizens' affairs in 
Foreign Lands a report that the order 
is completed. 

It is amusing to see what lengths 
some people will go t_o authenticate 
what in my opinion are just plain 
labels. 

All that the notarized certificate 
says is-"that it is true photo repro­
duction of the Law J·ournal and a true 
translation. It does not say that the 
Minister of Polish Citizens' Affairs in 
Foreign Lands has the legal authority 
to issue postage stamps and just what 
franking power do they have1 Further 
- is this Committee recognized by the 
various governments in the world, cer­
tainly they are not recognized by the 
United Nations, and whether we like 
it or not · thern is a recognized Polish 
Government, of which this Committee 
is not a part. 

What about the Spanish and French 
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Pretenders to the throne - shouldn't 
they be permitted to issue stamps 1 

In my opinion this issue has no valid 
excuse for its release. If it was issued 
us a charity seal and the proceeds went 
to some charitable organization it could 
be justified-but to try to pretend 
they are legitimate postage stamps is 
inexcusable particularly when excessive 
prices are asked. 

It is true we all have in our col­
lections material which is questionable 
but as long as we accept the fact most 
have little or no resale value it is our 
own business what we buy or pay -
but be certain that it is understood 
when we buy this questionable mate­
rial you. are not going to get anything 
for it when your collection is sold. 

CHICAGO STAMP CALENDAR 
Nov. 26-27, 1955-Czechoslovak Philat. 

Society of America, Stefanik Hall 
Nov. 11-12-13, Hl55-Chicago Philatelic 

Society 
Feb. 24-25-26, 1956-North Shore Phil. 

Society, Edgewater Beach Hotel 
March 9-10-11, 1956-Polonus Philate­

lic Society, Falcon Hall (tentative) 

APPLICANT PENDING 
Chester Bernat 

1019 N. Marshfield Ave. 
Chicago 22, Ill. 
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(Continued from page 5) 
it level. There exists therefore thirty 
horizontal pairs (se tenant) with thes'cl 
two types of surcharge. Postally used 
pairs are seldom found. Of this pro­
visional, displaced and inverted sur­
charge exist too. The lithographed 
stamps Nos. 365-360 occur also imper­
forated. 

The ugly large sized lithographs Nos. 
374-388 are rich in various shades, veTy 
pronounced, some of these stamps have 
pTivate perforation, rather good on let­
ters, gone through the mail. '!'he sur­
charge of Nos. 383-388 shows a small 
variety, small letter A, last one of 
vVarszawa, which occurs in position 41 
of the surcharge plate, 10x5 stamps. 
'fhe surchaTge is again found inverted 
and displaced, to left or to right of 
the stamps. 

The cultural issue of 1947, Nos. 396-
403 show marked shades. The color of 
the surcharge of No. 404, 6 Zl. Duke 
Henry IV is also found in strong yellow 
color instead of in red only. 

This brings us to the end of the more 
modern issues, No. 413 and following 
as the interest for these isc,tes is rather 
lacking, with very few exceptions such 
as for instance No. 477, six year pb11, 
which is again printed wi th two plates, 
stamps of Plate II, in mint st[LJ:1;:,s, 
being very scarce, having escaped at 
the time the attention of the collectors 
and being in use only for a short time. 
It was then superseded by No. 496, 45-
gr., same design and color, which again 
is found in two types (re-engraved 
plate.) 

REMINDER 
Have you sent your 

Application of Enrollment 
to the 

WHITE EAGLE PHILATELIC 
SALES & EXCHANGE CIRCUIT? 

If not - do it now! 
'!.'he first Circuits have gone out 
already with a Lot of Interesting 

Material for your collection 

For Information antl Rules see the 
Sept. Polonus Bulletin or write to 

ROMAN J. BURKIEWICZ 
3553 W. Shakespeare Ave. 

Chicago 47, Ill. 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOOil!lTY 
Sigmund Bor, Secretary 

5326 S. Laramie Ave. 
Chicago 38, Ill. 

Joseph A. Banasiak, Treas. 
3016 W. 41st St. 

Chicago 32, Ill. 

Publications Committee 
Zdzislaw Obara, Chairman 

2028 W. McLean Ave. 
Chicago 47, Ill. 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor 
4329 W. Walton St. 

Chicago 51, Ill. 

Associate Editors this issue 
.I. ( f. Frei Im rghaus 

J. J. Domar 

Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. The views expressed by the 
authors of articles appearing herein 
do not necessarily express the views 
of the Polonus Philatelic Society. 

Of the air mail stamps Cl3-Cl8, the 
20gr. rose-brown, is also found imper­
forated. The air mail stamp No. C20, 
50z on 25gr. is found with nearly white 
eagle, very consp1cmous. 'l'he same 
variety is found in stamps No. 344 and 
in the provisionals Nos. 345 a, b, c und 
NOS. 34 7 -356. 

I hope that these lines will interest 
t he many collectors of stamps of Po­
land in the U.S.A. If they can help to 
break the rather monotonous sequence 
of the many issues of Poland following 
in this their prototypes in the east, 
with the many unnecessary Russian 
issues, well, then their aim will have 
found its justificatio:1. 

NEW ISSUES 
by J. J. Domar 

Set of 4 stamps commemorating the 
10th Anniversary of the Recovery of 
vVestern Poland 'l'erritories. 
Date of issue: Sept. 22, 1955. 
Values: 25 gr. bluish-green 

40 gr. red-brown 
60 gr. bluish-violet 
95 gr. sepia 

Set of 2 stamps comemorating the 
50th Anniversary of 1905 Revolution 
Date of issue : Sept. 30, 19,55 
Values: 40 gr. dark-brown 

60 gr. red-lilac 

-"Prasa i Ksil}zka" 

Polonus Bulletin, October 195;5 
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