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IN MINIATURE" AND 
EXHIBIT FEATURED AT 

5, 1961 AT THE POLISH 
If you were unable to attend "P ol~ka 

60" at Warsaw last September, you still 
will be able to s•ee many of the exhi­
bits of t h is greate,st Polish International 
Exhibition. Some twelve Polonus mem­
bevs who exhibited •at "Polska 60" will 
show t heir exhibits ·a:'t POLPE'X 1961 
to be held on March 3, 4, 5, 1961 at 
the Polish Museurh of America, 984 N. 
Mil-wtaukee A~e. in Chicago, Ill. 

Polonus members from all corners of 
the globe were invited to exhibit their 
award w,innin,g collections at our an­
nual POLPEX this y•ear and you may 
expe0t to see displays of s.tamps belong­
ing to members from Europe, Australia, 
South Ameri,c•a as well as this continent. 

Of great interest will be the National 
Grand Award and gold medal winning 

PROGRAM MEETING FRI. JAN. 27 
D~. Leon P. Kozakiewicz has acquired 

some original artist sketches of designs 
for the Polish Second Corps stamp is­
sues. Th e good Doctor has cons•ented 
to br>ing th ese projects to the next 
program meetimg on Friday, January 
27th a-ncl show the member s what goes 
on with a stamp design from the ori­
ginal id•eas conceived to the finished 
product. 

In addition, ·an Auct ion will be held . 
Parts of .the late Bert Powell's stamp 
coHection with many Poli sh lots, will 
be put on the auction block. Part of 
the proceeds will go to Polonus. 

Ohicagoland members who will at­
tend ar-e in for a rare treat! 

exhi,bit of M. Bojanowicz of England. 
Parrt •of this a•s well as· that of a gold 
medal winning exhibit belonging to 
Isaac Gust of •Australia will be shown. 

Because Polonus is so elated ove r the 
Ignacy Jan Paderewski Champions of 
Liberty s tamps i-ssu•ed last October, the 
Society decided to hon or Paderewsk i 
on the POLPEX Souvenir . Sheet s and 
,to have a Special Paderewski Stamp 
Exhibit. M1any interesting and attractive 
phil1ateli,c items wer_e secured during 
the P,olonus visit to Washington, D. C. 
for the First Day Ceremonies last fall, 
and these t•Qgether with other Poland 
Paderewski items will make up this 
s·pecial exhrbi t . 

In addition, the Post Office Depart­
ment will show its official "Bir,th of 
a Stamp" pane-ls of the Paderewski 
Champions of Liberty stamps. 

The grnater part of the exhi1bit ion· 
will be turned over to exhibits for 
competition. With rthis i ssue of the 
POLONUS BULLET.IN we enclose an 
entry application. All members are in­
vited to parrticipate and urged to send 
in their entry application at th eir ear­
liest conv•eni'llece. Deadline for entries 
is Feb. 17, 1961. 

Polpex Chairman Chester A. Schafer 
announ·ces the following Polpex Com­
mittee: Sebastian Styczynski, Co-Chair­
man; Stanley Kucharz, Program; L ester 
,Tankowski, Entries & Finance; Ad'lm 
Kloskowski, Seals; My ron Steczynski & 
Charles Chuck, A1·ts; Roman Reinowski, 
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Bourse; Alvin C. Bialob,rzeski, Frames; 
Chester Mikucki, Patrons; Roman Strze­
lecki, Publicity. 

As ,admission to our POLPEX shows 
is free, income is derived only from 
the competetiv,e exhibitors' fees, bourse 
table fees, adver,tisements in our Pro­
g11am book and the sale of seals. 

Please support our POLPEX by takiug 
an ,ad in ,the program book. Ads run 
$18.00 for a full page; $10.00 for a half 
page and $6.00 for a quarter page. Send 
copy ·and remittance to Stanley Kucharz, 
Program Chairman, 4324 S. Spaulding 
Ave., Chic,ago 32, Ill. 

Become a Patron of the Exhibition 
for $1.00. Your name will ap;pe,ar on the 
Patron page. Send a dol]iar to Cheste•r 
Mikucki, Patron Chairman, 1844 N. Wiii­
ches.ter Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 

An attractive multic·olored souvenir 
sheet featurin,g P.ader,ewski as its theme 
is being ;prepared. A set of two with 
descriptive folder may-be obtained for 
25c plus postage from Adam Kloskow­
ski, Seal Director, 2528 N. Drwke Ave., 
Chi0ago 47, Ill. ' 

- ,--
IN THE PHILATELIC PRESS 

The Decem'ber issue of the "Coros 
Ghroni.cie'1 • -a journal of the collectors 
of religion on stamps, carries an article 
on the ' Altar of St. Mary's, Cracow 
written .by Ann Stumpfhaus. The re­
cent Polish issues of the alt,ar panels 
by Wit Stwosz are profusely illustrated. 

OOROS boasts over 1000 members and 
puts out an excellent publication. A 
sample c·opy may be obtained for 25c 
by writin,g the edito,r '\Valler A. Sager, 
6232 Annan Way, Los Angeles, 42, Calif. 

OFFICIAL POLONUS FmST DAY 
PADEREWSKI COVERS 

Beautiful 3-color embossed printed 
on rag bond envelopes 

4 cent Champion of Liberty 
Single ....................... $ .20 
Block of Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 
Plate Block (limited supply) .. . 1.1)0 

8 cent Champion of Liberty 
Single ... ... ....... ........ .. $ .30 
Block of Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65 
Plate Block (limited supply) .. 1.75 

Send remittance with 
return postage to: 

Roman H. Strzelecki 
1439 N. Bell Ave. 

Chicago 22, llI. 

ANOTHER "POLSKA 60" 
AWARD WINNER 

In our listing of "Polska 60" Award 
Winners in the last two issues of the 
POLONUS BULLE"l'IN we left out the 
name of our membe,r E,dward Nowak, 
Sr. Mr. Nowak receiveid an honorary 
award consisting of a Polish crystal 
vase with plate attached from the 
"To,w. L~cznosc z Poloni~ Zagraniczn~." 
'l'his w,a;s given for 'his outstanding ex­
hibit of stamps, the topical write-up of 
pages an1d for the_ many articles writ­
ten by him in the American Philatelic 
Press. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
Edw1ar:d W. Kar;pinski 

2273 The•odore 
Detroit 11, Mich. 

Stefan Kowalczyk 
3128 Theodore 

Detroit 11, Mich. 

POLAND 
Poland No, 1 Used, Cancellation I .. .... . .. .... , ........... $8.50 to 14.50 
251 Warsaw Phil. Souvenir Sheet Mint .............................. 8.50 
B29ab. SS. Wa,rsaw Philate,lic Exhibition ............ ...... .. .... . .. 2.30 
314-16 SS. King Carol Visit .. . .... ....... .... ........ . ............. 1.75 
M22-48 Austrian Military Stamps Mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.50 
Ml-3 Jewish Ghetto Lodz 1944 Mint ... . .......... . ............ . . . 12.00 
Mi 515-17 Roosevelt Comm. mint . .... . ... .... . . . ... . .............. 3.25 
341-43 Polish Heroes Mint and Used ... .... .... .... .... ...... ... .... 6.50 
Nl00-102 General Gouvernement Im.pe,rf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 
P. 0., W. Camps available on approval. Poland mint, used, first day covers, spe­
cial cancellations, Locals, Porto and Famous Poles on Stamps of the World 

Jan Haniewicz 
35 Bay Ridge Ave. Brooklyn 20, N. Y. 
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POLAND NO. 1 OBJECT OF WIDE RESEARCH 
By Myron E. 

Editor's Note: On the hundredth an­
ni versaTy of Poland's very fi1·st stamp, 
several info,rmiative articles appeared in 
FILATELIS'fA of J ,an. 1, 1960 with 
Mr. Z. Miku1ski, known as an expert, 
writel' and Exhibition D1rector of POL­
SKA 60, and with Mr. 'f. Gryzewski, 
prominent expert, philatelist and dealer, 
referr,ing to examples in Myron Ste­
czy,nski's collection of Poland No. 1. Th e 
Edirtor of the Polonus Bulletin invited 
Myron to prepare an article on this 
stamp for Linn's Poland Issue of April 
25, 1960 and is repe,ating the work here 
for Polonus readers. 

This a1'>ticle in Linn's Weekly c,aught 
t he attention of Mr. Gryzewski of War­
saw who used much of the material in 
the July 15th issue of FILA'fELIS'fA. 
Mr. Gryzewski praised the work of the 
P,olonus Philatelic Socie ty for featuring 
the No. 1 stamp in its POLPEX 1960 
and for making effo1·ts towarg .a group 
study of this stamp. It will be recalled 
that this stamp was the subject of pre­
vious discussions ' by Polonus members 
V. Thachmano,ff, Vincent Domanski, 
Stephen ,:Rich, Bert Powell , J ,ack Damar, 
Dr. Leon • Koz·akiewicz, Clem Pulaski, 
Joe Gocllef, Walter Szymlek, and others. 

9n Sept. 9, 1960 during the Interna­
tional P,hila-telic E x hi b i ti o n at the 
Pa1ac,e of Culture in "\il/arsaw, a sym­
posium on Poland No. 1 mas held in an 
impressive setting. Dr. J. Tislowitz 

Steczynski 
opened the distinguished gathering and 
called upon Mr. 'f. Gryzew-ski to con­
duct the deliberations and to introduce 
the speakers on the panel which includ­
ed Myron Steczynski of Chicago, M. Bo­
janowicz of London, as well as Z. Mi­
kulski, M. Perzynski, K. de Julien, A. 
Piwowarczyk and Prof. A. Laszkiewicz 
of Poland. 

Most of these speakers had compre­
hensive exhibits of Poland No. 1. with 
Mr. Boj•anowicz winning the National 
Grand Award and gold medal for his 
meticulous an1d comprehensive presenta­
tion. }.!fr . Isaac Gust, commissioner for 
Austraha and a ,gold medal winner as 
well as Mr. Derek Palmer, 0ommissione,,· 
for Chile and a gold-plated medal win ­
ner also exhibited Poland No. 1 and 
participated in the symposium. These 
winners, together with Mr. Steczynski, 
member of the jury, am active Polonus 
members. 

Several of the speakers were asked 
to form an active research and eclito,rial 
committee with the stipuLation that 
st•ill ano.ther Polonus member and de,in 
of Poland No. 1 ·speei,alists, Mr. Vladi­
mir Rachmanoff of ·New Yo1·k, be added 
to the memhership. This committee will 
pool togethe1~ a ll available materLal with­
i-n Po}and and abrnacl, so that the 
study will be based on the broadest pos· 
sible examples. 

Reprinted from Lin n's Weekly Stamp News of April 25, 1960 

It so happens that Poland, and the 
entire philatelic world for that matter, 
rure about to celebrate the ce11tennial 
of Poland's first postage stamp at the 
International Phi J a -t e 1 i_ c Exhibition 
"POLSKA 60" in "\il/arsaw, September 
3-11. The many aspects of this one 
stamp will be glorified in so many dif­
ferent ways that it is only fitting that 
some comment be made as to wha:t the 
celebration is all about. 

I should not be the one writing this 
article on Poland No. 1 because above 
all, I ,am not primarily absorbed with 
this very fir,,t Polish adhesive. Second­
ly, there are several specialists in the 
Polonus Philatelic Society who eat and 
Bleep around the clock with Pol ,an cl 
N·o. l's. 
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They not only have noteworthy col­
lections and even hoards of this stamp, 
but also aP'pe,ar to know by heart that 
numerical cancellation No. 24 is Wil­
kowiszki, No. 85 is Hrubiesz6w and No. 
278 is Sosnow.ice. They know that "D.P." 
is the railroad sta,tion in Praga, a sub­
urb of ·warsaw with trains going in­
to Rus,sia, and that the target and bulls­
eye cancellers were used on moving 
postal cars of railroads. 

Due to the prime interest of No. 1 
collectors in canceled copies and in 
cov•er,s bear.ing ,them, mu0h excellent edi­
torial material is available on the his­
to,ry and on the use of the very first 
-and for 58 years the one and only­
stamp of Poland. Accordingly, this phase 
will b e intentionally minimized here. 
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Anyone interest ed in this field and 
in the listing of numerical cancell a­
t ions in the Kingdom of Poland is re­
fened to the excellent 20-page booklet 
by V. Rachmanoff, which may be 
obtained from the P,olonus Philatelic 
Society, 2528 N. D nake Ave., Chicago 
47, Ill. rut $1.50 plus postage. 

Ins,te1ad of repe,ating many of th e 
historic details, this articl e will deal 
primarily with the stamp itself which 
does not canry the name of the country 
it served. Historical data are introdu­
ced only to e.>qllain or to support find­
ings which bear on its description. 

About three million were printed over 
a period of about five years which 
began with the date of issue on January 
1, 1860 and ended with the day of with­
drawal on April 1, 1865. Th ese dates 
ran concunrently with th e Ci vii iV'ar in 
the United States. 

When the design for this bicolored 
item was first prepal.l€d, it was the o­
riginal intention to have the red under­
print extend throughout and beyond 
the r ed oval. 

l'I'his underpl'\_nt was later removed 
from the area of the draped cloak in 
t he coat ofwrurms, so t hat it extended 
only btiycind the cloak as well as under 
the corner numerals. Its overall size 
is such that it extends into th e white 
borderline formed just within th e fine 
blue border. 

This fact is stressed because in the 
a0tual printing, especially as t he pl ates 
became worn, the delicate blue border 
lin e became bent, broken, pitted or 
otherwise deformed to create distinct 
eairmarks for plate study. 

At th e same time the overlapping 
edge of the red underprint might have 
been i lattened, so that the red dots 
at th e ed,ges were at t.a me·s transformed 
into a continuous red line. 

'T'he original dies provided .for a thin 
line around the center oval both in 
the red plate and in the blue plate. 
The blue oval was about "half an eye­
lash' larger than the red oval, so that 
both practically coincided with perfect 
register, but magnified offcentering 
even with the slightest shift. 

H ence this oval line was removed 
from nearly all blue plates, but was 
allowed to remain in some instances. 
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Blue plate showing the thin oval line 
on inside of letter band. This thin blue 
oval appears only on about one stamp 
in 25. 

After examinin g many hundreds of 
these srtamps, fellow member Vladimir 
Rachmanoff repo rts th e fr equen,cy of oc­
curence is about 1 in 25, al,though some 
feel that this va ri-ety is scarcer. 

Mr. Rachman off 's ratio conrnsponds 
to about one blue oval in each of the 
four panes of a sheet of 100, inasmuch 
as the stamps were printed in pan e~ 
of 25 (5 x 5) separated by a gutt er 8 
to 9 mm wide. 

From the ma1,ginal selvage on a fin e 
mint copy of th is va l'iety in t he col­
lection of M. A. Bojanowicz of London , 
Engl.and, thi·s st,amp is located in the 
lower left • corner of the UPPER righ t 
pane (position 46 of the sheet ) , but 
this blue oval does not occur in the 
similar lower left corner in the LOWER 
right pane. 

A block of six whi ch includes the 
lower left corner in the collection of 
Dr. L. P. K ozakiewicz of Chicago does 
not have the blue oval, indicating that 
each of the four panes was not similar 
in this r espect. 

This blue oval variety is not reported 
in any pairs or in other muJ.tiple pieces, 
so that th e marginal stamp of Mr. Bo­
janowicz is the only clue we have to 
the plate positfon of this variety. 

We do not know definitely whether 
this stamp actually occured once in 
each pane of 25; whether it occured 
in one of the four panes only; whether 
t his variety was bunched together, or 
firually whether some sheets were made 
up of this variety exclu sively. 
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It is the wri.ter's opinion that this 
stamp occured many times in some 
of the sheets beciause of the many en­
tirely d,ifferent characte1fatics tha.t are 
found among the dozen or so copies 
examined. • 

'l'he amazmg side1ignt about this blue 
oval va1•ie,ty is that it was not reported 
untJil a few gene,ratrons after the stamp 
w,a;s issued. 

One explanati,oo is thrut it was with­
draiwn by a government antagonistic to 
things that were P,o!Lsh and by one that 
deliberately tried to erase any story 
that might be Polish, especially after 
the insurrection of 1863 when the Poles 
made an unsuccessful attempt to regain 
their free,dom. 

The other explanati,on is that even 
before the stamps were demonetized r,n 
Apml 1, 1865 a protocol of Octobei· 13, 
1864 repents that 393,450 mint stamps 
remained and it is taken for granted 
that these we1·e destroyed. This perhaps 
explains why mint copies are compara-
tively scarce. • 

Although the stamp was printed and 
reprinted in man.y color vanieties to run 
up a total of about 3,000,000 copies, 
and althoi,ig there were many scholars 
arnd ,speci·alists of this stamp who cov­
ered its history and us-es in minute 
det<ail, ' the blue oval v,ariety laid un­
discovere.d for 80 years. Then, due to 
W,mJd War II, it was not reported until 
85 years after i,t was issu-ed. 

Getting back to the color varieties, 
these are basically pale blue and rnse. 
Although the design is very similar to 
the early s,tamps of Russia, it has its 
d~stinct details of design which make 
it Polish. The wording within the oval 
is Rus•sian-the wording in the bottom 
arc is Polish and meams "For a lot (half 
an ounce), 10 kopecks." 

''l"he Polish stamp must have had 
many printings because the colors vary 
all over ,the map, from the most anaemic 
tints to the clearest, attractive shades. 
The darker and more vivid colors com­
mand a premium. 

The paper is plain white wove and 
varies somewhat in thickness. The gum­
min,g of the sheets was done by hand 
with a brush and oftein with very br-0wn 
gum which etither stained the paper, or 
ate into it to c,reate an appearance of 
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Poland No. 1 Imperforate 

vertically laid paper. 
The stamps were perfora,ted 011 au 

olernentary machine which did not fll­
ways pl'ovide even and regular spacings 
which normally gauge fr,orn 11½ to 
12¾ . The writer's collection boasts a 
mint blue oval variety perforated 13½ 
on three sid es and 13 at the bottom. 
This ,appears to be a reperforated item. 

A real gem in the w1•iter's collection is 
an imperf.or-ate variety 0ancelled with 
the four-ring numeral 264 (Mlawa). Mr. 
Rachmanoff has two imperfs cancelled 
with the numeral 1 (W,arsaw), one of 
these being on an • exqui,site cover. It 
might be noted here that the stamps 
were spaceft so elose together in the 
sheet that copies with pe,rfs clearing 
the border are 0onsidered extra special. 

The stamp3 are fairly well centered 
as far as reg,ister of the two colors is 
concern e<l bec,ause it is reported t hat 
they were printed on a spec~al two-color 
press whi-ch was ,supposed to he really 
something at the time. 'l'his perhaps ex­
plains why inverts do not exist. 

Some specimens show traces of t.he 
red ink on whrut iJS normally a blue 
element, while others show traces of 
blue ink on what is normally the red 
element, especially along the the outer 
edges of the stamp. Thiis rafaes a ques­
tion whether this special press did not 
have some of the Gi•ori elements where 
the other ink roiler couJ.d have touched 
an unintended p1ate. 

Dr. Kozakiewicz has a mint block 
of six (positions 86, 87, 88, 96, 97, 98) 
with the most generous border s,elvage 
on two edge,s. He paid $1.000 for this 
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Dr. Kozakiewicz's mint block of six 

block a.t a Harmer auction in New York. 
I always tell him thait he pai,d only 
$500 for the stamps a'Ild the other $500 
w,as fc, the marginal selvage whieh un­
mistakablv dete,rmine,s the position of 
the stamps in the sheet. 

Mr. Bojanowicz of London has a cou­
ple of used horizontal strips of five, 
but th ese have no marginal paper b:v 
which the position,s of-the stamps could 
be identified. Mr. Rachrnanoff ha·s a 
bJ,ock of four on co~er can-tened with 
the round W,wrnaw numeral 1. 

The plating of' Poland No. 1 is ouly 
limping along, Abthough irnpres,sivc com­
pilationi; have been made of the var ious 
cancellations and of the many uses of 
Po1'and .No. 1, very li,tt le has been dono 
on a study of the plate varieties, man y 
of which are enumerated -below: 

1-The blue ov,al is the one major 
plate variety-the one that remained 
unnoticed for 80-odd years. Then there 
are the usually li,sted "blue pl,ate" va­
rieties. 

• 2--'l'he broken bottom frame wherP 
the center of bo·th border lines is gashed 
in two p1'aees and where th e left gash 
e,:tends through the "T" in "LOT". 

3-M'utilated left frame where thf 
rnpper corner is rounded 1tnrl the l0vrcr 
one fi.ll s half of the n.umP.nd "10". 

4-'fhe eg-g-shruped cavit y at the up­
ner left and the left frame broken ancl • 
dented in about four places. 

5-Both left corner " lO's" butchnrrl 
where the "l" of th e uope~ "10" is 
blanked out and wh ere thP lower ld t 
corner resembles a l? re. Part of the 
left frame is worn aw~,-. 

6-Practica lly the entire left fram e 
and lower corner are worn away. 

7-Priactica.Jl:v all the left frame is 
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Red plate as originally prepared. 

wom away, but the low er left corn er 
is smashed in from t he bottom to fill 
i:1 part of the "10". 

Thu-s far the'Se errors have been re­
ported and illustrated in many a hand ­
book and in many a n art-icle , BUT all 
these authors were not very observant. 
Everyone of these illustrations is based 
on a drawing of the BLUE OVAL va­
ri ety . on whi-ch the .respec,tive darn ag-o, 
defi~rtelv do not oecur. They are found 
only on ~opies without the blue oval. 

The writer really believes that a 
detailed stud:v of plate v•arieti es of 
Poland No. I has not ~'et been m3fl c 
and that such a discourse on this sub­
ject is yet to be w11i t•ten . 

One of the obj ec,t s of t 11is nr 1"' 0 le. j • 

th e reader ha s read this far. is t.0 ,,-;. 
mulate interest in a specialized ;.tudy 
of this stamp, especially in th e mint · 
copies. Th ese are much easier t 0 stndY 
a,s 0ompared with the usu-a ll:v heavil~­
canceiled use d cop ies. 

'Dhere are many printing flaw s, e,pe­
cially with flooded plates, or dry pl,ates, 
or with worn plates whic'h do not pr-o­
c'lu,ce 00-nstant vari eties. 

If the Rus,sian in scription of wh~te 
letters wiJthin th e blue oval is flooded. 
the letter,s become filled and take on 
grotesqu e shapes. The same m-n~- be 
sa,id of each of th e "10',s" in the fo ur 
corners. If the Polish in seription of 
blue letters at th e bottom arc i-s 11ghtly 

(Continued o :, page 186- 11) 
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7ie Pott4i Po4t 7)u1iue9 ~ 1fla1i4a«t U{Pu4il«) 
By Thaddeus Gryzewski 
(Continued from previous month) 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

''l".he idea of issuing postage stamps 
for use by the Insurrection Post was 
contemplated by the Field Post of the 
Home Army together with the "Biuro 
Informacji Powstiania" (BIP) at an 
early stage of the inaugurated postal 
service. 

Because the normal preparation of 
postage stamps requires certain time, it 
was decided to execute some manual 
overprints on the stam£_s of the General 
Go,vernment. Two metial moLds, ex,ampled 
on the mavking dev,ice type 8, only 
conside,rably differing in dimensions, 
were prepared. 

One type of the overphnt - 23¾ 
mm. in height and 22 mm. in length of 
the wor,d "POCZTA POWSTANOZA": 
the second type - 24 mm. in• length 
and 22¼, mm. in h e~gh<t on t he inscrip­
tion. (See illustration A.) The first type 

·: • 
POrJf A POWSTARCZA 

WWA,SIER~EN1944 
Illustration A 

was assigned to the Field Post Office 
on ulica Szpitalna, t he second t'O the 
Post Office Mokot6w. 

The Post Office on ul. Szpitalna made 
s e v ,er a 1 trial printings on postage 
stamps, but since the 1·esult was not 
satisfac,tory and the process was consum­
ing too much time the overprinting by 
this method was ahandoned. In 1946 
I had seen a postage stamp of General 
Government, unused, overprinted with 
Type I form but the value of this stamp 
escaped my memory. I have never seen 
any stamps of this type used on mail. 

Postage stamps of Type II, used by 
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the Post Office Mokot6w I have seen 
in t he following values: 

From t he series "Deutche Post 
Osten" 30 gr. - (Scott's N -23). 

From the "Buildings" series: 6, 8, 
10, 12, 20, 24, 30, 40, 48, 50, 60, and 
80 groszy. (Scott's N 56 - 72). 

From the "Hitler" series : 2, 6, 8, 
10, 12, 16, 20, 24, 30, 32, 40, 48, 
50, O, 80 g11oszy, 1.00, 1.20 and 1.60 zl. 
(N 76 - N 90), N 94 - N 96). 

First Anniversrury of Gen. Govern­
ment: 12 + 38, 24 + 26, 30 + 20 
gr. (NB 5-7). 

Wd.nter-Relief: 12 + 8, 24 + 16, 
30 + 30, 50 + 50 groszy. (NB 8-11). 

Birthday I ssues: 30 gr. + 1.00 zl., 
50 gr. + 1.00 zl. , 1.20 zl. + 1.00 zl. 
(NB 12-14). 

"Lublin" - 12 + 8, 24 + 6, 50 
+ 50 groszy, 1.00 zl. + 1.00 zl. (NB 
15-18). 

"Cultural" - 12 + 18, 24 + 26, 
30 + 30, 50 + 50 gwszy, 1.00 + 
1.00 zl. (NB 19-23): 

"VieW1s" - 1943 isue: 2, 4, 6, 10 
zl. (N 100 • N 103). 

"Cope11nicus" - 1.00 zl. + 1.00 zl. 
(NB 27). 

"Coat of Arms - 12 + 38, 24 · + 
+ 76, 30 + 70 gr., 50 gr. + 1.00 
zl., 1.00 zl. + 2.00 zl., (NB 28 - 32). 

Birth,day Issue of 1944 - 12 gr. + 
1.00 zl., 24 g,r. + 1.00 zl., 84 gr. + 
1.00 zl. (NB-33-35 ) . 

"Cultural, II" - 12 + 18, 24 + 
26, 30 + 30, 50 + 50 gr., 1.00 zl. + 
1.00 zl. (NB 36 - 40). 

"Official, II" - 8, 20, 24, 30, 40, 
50 gr. (No. 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24) . 

"Official, III - 1.00 zl. (No. 36) . 

The stamps listed abov,e I have seen 
cancelled only and a favor cancella­
t ion at that, with the dater of the 
"Home Army on Barricades" - (Armia 
Krajowa na Barykadach") date,d Au­
gust 22 and 23, and "Field Post" 
("Poczta Poiowa") dated 11. 9. 1944. 
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Besides I have seen original letters : 
1. Letter with 24 g,r. stamp (Scott's 

N-83 ) mailed from Mokot6w on August 
22, aclressecl to H a 1 in a Wroniecka, 
street address ulica Sienn a 45. (Repro 
cluction of this letter is in the Historical 
Museum of the Poli sh Anny). 

2. Fragment of a let,ter with the 
sa me postage stamp for 24 gr. cancel­
led with a elate can cell er on 22. 8. 44 
ancl beside it the impression of marker 
"Spraw,clzono". 

3. A letter with tw.o stamps of 24 
gr. (Hitl er) cancelled with a elater, a 
sm udged date, corrected with pencil to 
30. 8. 44., aclclressecl to Z. Mora,wska on 
Em ilia Plater Street. 

All enumerated letters were cancelled 
with elater of the "Home Army on Bar­
ricades" with t he letter "m" in blue­
bl,ack color, the same ink, as was used 
fo,r the overprinting of postage stamps. 

It should be underlined that the 
Post Office Mokot6,w hacl no postage 
stamps of the General Governlnent at 
its clis,posal. The overprinting therefore 
ou t hese stamps was executed on stamps 
fur,nished by the postal clients who 
either thus 'made a souvenir of the 
Insurrection for themselves, ancl those, 
w.ho, when sending a letter, out of habit 
franked it with postage st·amps of th e 
General Government. 

It is clearly evident from the a:bove, 
that only individual single stamps of 
the .specified clenominatio111s exist whh 
the oven,pnint. 

The Post Office of the Home A=y 
on Sllpitalna decided to change from 
manual overprinting to a machine over­
print. 

rrhe o_verprinting was assigned to the 
Army's Publishing Institute (Woj skowe 
Zaklacly Wydawnicze) . A lithograph 
form was made up, that consisted of 
six overprints in the shape of an eagle 
and two-versed inscription "Poczta Po­
wstaiicza, (W-wa Sievpieii 1944" (see 
illustration B. ) 

Since no stock of the Occupation 
stamps was on hand, a number of va­
rieties of the General Government 
stamps was collected from private per­
sons, in full and part sheets. Since the 
printing form was set up for six over-
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POCZTA POWSTA~ClA 

W-wA,5IERPIE~ 1944 

Illustration B 

prints, the sheet s were broken into 
blocks of sixes ancl th ese were over­
printed at the printery 0111 Marszal­
kowska and Koszykowa Streets on a 
transpressing lit hogr,aph press. 

The ovenprint was made in black ink, 
semi-glossy. 

Allegedly, an official protocol on the 
overprinting job wias made, tJhat stated 
what stamps ancl in w,ha t denomina­
tion and quantities in each denomina­
tion were overprinted. 

The account I could estabJish is based 
on holdings in private collections; how­
ever, an appr,oximate ac,count of the 
number of stamps ov,e,rprintecl I received 
right after the Insurrection fwom Mr. 

• POCZTA POWSTA~ClA 

W-wA ,SJ ERPlt~ 1944 

Illustration C 
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IC Joulien who had occasion to see the 
protocol and from memory recounted the 
details. 

List of Stamps Overprinted 
A pprox. 

SERI ES Value Scott's Quantity 

Buildings: 6 gr. N-56 100 
8 gr. N-57 100 

10 gr. N-59 100 
20 gr. N-62 100 
30 gr. N-64 100 
30 gr. N-65 100 
40 gr. N-66 100 
48 gr. N-67 100 

1.00 zl. N-71 100 
1.00 zl. N-72 100 

6 gr. N-77 200 
8 gr. N-ii 100 

12 gr. N-80 200 
16 gr. N-81 100 
24 gr. N-83 -300 
30 gr. N-84 100 
40 gr. N -86 100 
50 gr. N-88 100 
60 gr. N-89 100 

Kopern,ik: 1.00 + 1.00 zl. NE-27 50 

Cities: 12+18 gr. NB-28 50 
2(1c+76 gr. NB-29 50 
30+70 gr. NB-30 50 

- 50+1.oo zl. NB-31 50 
1.00 +2.00 zl. NB-32 50 

Cultu.re . II: 12+18 gr. NB-36 50 
24+26 g,r. NB-37 50 
30+30 gr. NB-38 50 
50+50 gr. NB-39 50 

1.00 + 1.00 zl. NB-40 50 

The overprint, in color resembliwg the 
marker, used on correspondence, differs 
from the latter in size. 

The dimensions of the o v e r p r i 11 t 
are: - height of the whole ove,rprint 
23½ mm., hetight of the e-a,gle 11.75 
mm.; length of t he fist word 21.25 mm.; 
of the second 21 mm. The distance be­
tween t h,e eagle and the first inscrip­
tion, between the fir,st and the second 
inscrLption as well as the height of the­
letters is difficult ito give, as almost 
every letter i-s irregular, each of dif­
ferent .size. 

As mentioned before, the form for t he 
overprint was composed of six over­
printing units; thcir arrangement, due 
to very meager material at our disposal, 
i:s- hard to establish. Based on the 
examined material I have established 
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six t y p e s of overprints, that are 
distinguished by t he following characte­
ristic codes: 

TYPE I. In the eagle's crown from 
the right is a gap; in "Po c z ta" the 
letter "T" horizontal bar is heavier in 
center a11d naru·owing towards t he ends; 
in " P o w s t a n c z a " - the second 
"A" at top-right is i11temupted; in "N" 
t he right ba,se is split a,t bottom; in 
" s i e r p i e n " •the second "E" top 
horizontal bar is sho-rter from the others. 
In the perforation at top are traces of 
a horizontal line. 

TYPE II. The beak of the eagle 
,is open at the right wing joint at t he 
eagle's b11east and shows foUJr irregu­
larly located dots; in "Po c z ta" the 
ventJical line "P" is arched; in "Po­
w s t ,an c z a" t he letter "0" is at bot­
tom-right fiss-ured; right arm of "T" 
btinds downward; in "W-wa" the right­
outer bar of "W" is bent. Also in this 
type on some 0opies are found braces of 
the marking sign. (See illus,tra,tion C.) 

TYPE III. A gap in the feathering 
of the eagle's neck; I"ight wing at top 
ends in a hook; cmck from the right 
and left side in the crown; in "Po c z­
t a" the belly of "P" open at top; 
"0" interrupted at bottom-right; in 
'"l"' horizontal bar at right is slanted; 
in " P o w s t a n c z a " the comma 
over over "N" is thick, leaning to the 
left; t he l a.s•t "A" is curved inwards 
at bott-om from the right side; "A" 
has a whi,te stripe; in " S i e r p i e n " 

Il lustration D 
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dash; in t he second "E" the top bar 
is in triangle fo,rm; at bo-ttom-ri,ght on 
some copies is visible the marking sign 
in t he form of a verti0al line. (See 
illust1,wtion D. ) 

TYPE IV. In the word "Po-
w s t an c z a" the letter "0" a,t the 
bottom-right is interrupted; bottom 
honizontal bar in the l e t ,t e r "Z" is 
broken; upper part of the letter "A" • 
shows a white speck; in "\oV-wa" the 
th e small "W" right - outside bar is ' 
bent. (See illustration E.) 

TYPE VI. Beak of the eagle is 
open; in " P o c z t a " vertical 
bar of "P" is bent in its upper part; 
the crown of "A" leaning to right ; in 
" P o w s t a 11 c z a " the letter "S" 
is cone-pointed at top. On some copies 
the marbng sign i • v,isible i n the form 
of a small cros-s. (Sec illu stration G. ) 

• POCZTA POWS~t ~ClA 

• : W-WA,SIER~IEN1944 
' 

POCZTA POWSTAAClA 
, . . 

W-wA ,SJERPIEA 1944 

Illustration E 

TYPE V. In the woird " P o• 
w s t a n c z a " the second "A" at 
top from the right side has a break; 
in "W" outside bar is bent; in "W-wu" 
the letter "A" at bottom-left has a 
tail. (See illustration F .) 

• POCZTA POWSTA~ClA 

W-wA ,SIERPIEA 1944 

Illustration F 
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5,oo 
Illustrat ion G 

In the field of cu riosities, known to 
me is a double overprint on the 24 gr. 
Hitler, type. II stamp, uncancelled. (See 
illustration H .) 

Illustration H 
(Continued next month) 

Polo nus Bulletin, J anuary 1961 



!::ed plate greatly modified but not used 
as such. All the stamps were printed 
with the white space around the center 
oval to clear the ·coat of arms. The 
corners were not cleared, so the red 
underprint extends , under ali four cor­
ner numerals, and also into the space 
between the dbuble border line. The 
Polish shie)Jl on the eagle's breast wa3 
plann~d as an embossing but does not 
appear on the actual stamps. 

The five stamp cuts in this article courtesy of 

LINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS. 

inked, the thin serifs and other lines 
actually disappear. 

'fhe interest should lie on pe,rmanent 
vwrieties only. Here a1·e some further 
varieties di,scovered by the writer and 
reported for the first time. Varieties 8 
and 9 have characteTisti-cs in both the 
blue and the red plates. 

8-A distinct perfecit blue dot right. 
in the center of the Polish inscription 
betwBen the words "LOT" ,and "KOP". 
'fhiis is not a damaged pl-ate variety. 
but a definite addition. On this stamp 
the thin red oval is dented at the right 
post horn below tthe eagle and a red 
verticle stroke appears b eyond and to 
the left of the lower left co~·ner. 

9~The thin red oval is broken with 
the upper end pushed in to touch the 
soli,d red backgnound at the right post 
horn below the eagle. The blue border 
line is broken at tihe top center and is 
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worn at each of the four oorneTs. 
Varieties 10 to 91 have their main 

chareeter~stics in the blue plate only. 
10-An added blue curved line run­

ning across the upper part of the stamp 
thr.ough the crown and b1,anching off 
into two fo.rked lines in the northeast 
corner, obliteni.ting the numeral "10". 

11-A small blue clot below the lowe1· 
border and in line with the letter "0" 
of "LOT". 

12-A small blue dot between the 
tw,o bottom borde>r lines below the let­
ter "0" of "LOT'". 

13-A d;istinct gash at the inner bor­
der just to the l,e•ft of t he nc>r-theast 
"10". 

14-Both upper f.rames bmken just 
above t•he right half of crown. 

15-DiJstinc,t protTuding bulb on outer 
edge of blue oval band with Russfon 
lettering in l,ine wi,t,h "P" of "KOP" 
in hottom le.t-tering. 

16-Both hlue borders run together 
t·o eliminate white line at top and bot­
tom of lef,t border. 

17-Upper lef.t frame dented in at 
corner. Similar to egg-shape variety 4. 
but with full bo-rder at left. 

18-Lower left corner g,one to obli-
tenate numeral 10. 

19-Left border .gone. 
20-Upper lef( co.mer well rounded. 
21-Inner blue frame broken in lower 

,right corn€!'. 
Varieties 22 to 28 have their main 

chrwacteristics in the red plate only : 
22-The dots of the red underprint 

are squeezed to form a single, conti­
nuous line along the left margin. 

23-Red dot within the blue band of 
Russian letters in the no1'thwest po,i­
tion and an overflow of the solid re rl 
oval line at the southwest position t o 
touch the thin red oval line. 

24-A red dot in line with bottom 
bo1'der to the left of sornthwest corner. 

25-A red do.t in lin e with top bor­
der to the left of northwest corner. 

26-Thin red oval dented at north­
west in line with colon in blue band 
arrd red oval hackg,round squeezed in 
·at nor-thwest corneT. 

27-Red ov,al line broken to right of 
right posthorn below eagle. 

28-The thin red oval dented in at 
due east loc;ation . 
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T.hese are some of the findings in 
a study of the many differences that 
characterize Poland's No. l stamp. If 
any readers have copies with marginal 
s·heet borders, multiple pieces, or copies 
wiith distinct flawis or wit h unusual 
breaks, t,hey are asked to communicate 
with Myron E. St,eczynski, 4154 N. 
Lecl-aire Ave., Chiciago 41, Ill. 

Myron Steczynski at a receptio:i at tha 
hospitable "Polonia" Society at its head­
quarters on Bracka Stcet in Wanaw 
on Sunday, Sept. 11, 1960. Here Myron 
outlined the a~tivities of the Polonus 
Society with members scattered through­
out all corners of the globe. The ge­
neral theme of the gathering showed 
that philately brings na.tion3 together. 
It was here that President Chromik" of 
the Polish Philatelic Federation initia­
ted the idea of a tremendous world-wide 
All-Polish Philatelic Exhibition in 1965 
during the Millenium· celebrations. The 
Chairman of "Polska, 60" Leon Ter-Ogan­
jan and Vice President Hugon Hanke 
of "Polonia" concqrred in this endeavor. 

Myron is shown with his honorary mem­
bership badges in the Polish Philatelic 
Alliance, Polonia Society, Bulga.rian 
PhilateUc and others. 

('Photo by Gladysz, Warsaw ) 

Myron in shirt sleeves still arranging his No. 1 exhibits in the Court of Honor 
of "Polska 60" before opening day during a preview by the press. In the fore­
ground is India's Commissioner Dhirubhai Mehta who later came to Chicago to 
Charless Hahn and the Chicago Philatelic Society show. The gray-haired gentle­
man is Australia's Commissioner Isaac Gust and the lady behind him is "Filate­
lista's" Editor Wiesl:a,wa Kawecka. (Photo by Centralna Agencja Fotograficzna) 
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS 
Meeting of December 9, 1960 

'l'he mee-t iQ1g was called •to order by 
,the President at 8:-!5 p.m. The minutes 
of t'he previous meeting were rnad and 
approve,d. 'l'here were 211 members and 
two visitors present. 

'J.'he Polonus Lite.rature Exhibit ar­
rived from "Polska 60". It w,a,s held 
at the Chi,ca,go Customs Office for some 
time because of an improper .address. 
'lhis i3 the exhibit rt hat was awarded 
a diploma eqivale•nt to a silver medal 
award. 'l'he d,iploma was included in 
the exhibit paclmge. Member Lester 
J a nkow ski made a mot-i.on that the 
di:plom:1 be reproduced in our Polonus 
Bulletin, and hiG motion was seconded 
and passed unanimou sly. 

Chester Mikucki presented five can­
didate8 fo,r membership whose applica­
tions were .approved and who were re­
commende.d to be0ame members. 'l'hev 
were--Sam· Robins, Edwar,d 'Gawencki, 
Joseph Bendkowski, • Larry Kasmerski 
and Ted Podraz,ik. A, motion w;i.s made, 
seconded and carnied, accepting them 
as members. 

John Skotnicki presen ted a resig na­
tion from t11e. p.os.t as Frame and Easel 
Committeir Chairman. John held this 
post f'br many ye&rs and did his job 
well. A motion and amendment were 
made to accept his r•esignation with a 
deep feeling of grntitude for his .faith­
ful serv~ce. The membershi,p responded 
to th•is with a round of applause. 

• After the usrnal reports of the Public­
ations Committee, Treas,urer, etc., the 
many dis0l!'sions and the r eading of 
the correspondence, the meeti·ng was 
adjourned at 10:45 p .m. 

Meeting of December 23, 1960 
The i:neeting was called to order by 

Chester Mikucki in the abs•ence of the 
Presid ent. Twe,Jve members and four 
vis,itors were present. Minutes of the 
previous meeting a·s wel•J as of the last . 
Board of Dire•cto,rs meetin,g were read 
,and approved. 

Roman Reinowski s,poke to the mem­
bers of the immediate need of selecting 
a Polpex Dir-ector. After much disc,us­
sion the post was entrusted to Chester 
Schafer. Stanley Kucharz then accepted 
the post of Program Chairman and other 
committee appointments were made. 
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A letter from the Polish Falcons was 
1rea1d in the matter of the Society buy­
ing fi v•e tickets from the Polish Falcons 
for the:i.r Christmas Party. This was 
proposed ·as a motion and ·accepted. 

In view of the small attendance it 
was de·cided to postpone further busi­
ness to the next nrneting. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Henry Lepucki, 605A 

99 Euclid Ave. 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

A. J. Go.szczynski, 476 
3340 W. Beach 

Chicago 51, Ill. 
Thaddeus J. Stasik, 167 

27 Glover St. 
Great Kills, New York 

NEW ISSUES 
by J . J. Domar 

A new set of thwee s-tamps comme­
mo,rating the 300th Anniven,ary of 
the Polish New'Srpaper PJ·ess was issued 
Janrnary 3r,d, 1961. 'l'he s.tarn,ps are: 

40 gr.---Friont page of the first num­
ber of the ne,wspapeT "Me,rku­
riusz" prnbl~shed on Janna.Ty 
3, 1661. 

60 gr.-Front page of t·he first num­
be,r of th~ newspaper "Prole­
rtm,1at" published on Septem­
ber 15, 1883. 

2.50 zl.-Frnnt page of tJie firs.t num ­
ber of the new,spapeT "Rzecz­
pospoli.ta" pubhshed on July 
23, 1944. 

,Size of stamps - 31.25 x 39.5 mm. 
P,1,inrted in offset and l'elief typogmphy. 
Designed by Czeslaw Kaczmarczyk and 
p1,inted by the P. W. P. W. (State Print­
ing Office) in W1arsaw. 

A new set of four stamps commemo­
rating the First Winter Spartan Gam es 
of the Allied Socialist Forces is to be 
released on or about Febrnary 1st, 1961. 

40 gr. - ice hock ey 
60 gr. - ski jumpew 

1.00 zl. - infantrym en on sk iR 
1.50 zl. - slalom 
Dimension: 31.25 x 39.5 mm.-printecl 

in multicolored offset. 
T'he stamps are designed by Janusz 

Grabi11ski, and will be print~d by the 
P. W . ,P. W. (•State Printing Office) in 
vVa1·saw. 
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STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED 
Barney Fialkowski, long regional di­

rector for Stamps For 'l'he Wounded 
in the Chicago area, resigned his posi­
tion upon his moving to California for 
permanent residence there. Until a new 
1d ir e ct or is appointed, donations to 
Stamps For The Wounded will be ac· 
cepted by owr 'l'reasurer, J. P. Rux, 
6136 W. Addison St., Chicago 34, Ill. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
.Barney Fialkowski, 327 

'1198 Milda 
Mountain Vfow, California. 

Al Rybarski 
2435 Fi,rst Ave. 

River CT.rove, Ill. 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 
NOW COMPLETE 

Supplement No. 4, T959 
Now Ready at 

.., $1.05 
_ ·plus 15c postage 

OTHER SECTIONS 
Part 1, 1860-1938 , , , , , , , ,$7,25 .50 
Gen. Government , , , . , , . . 3,85 .35 
Part 2, 1944-1955 . , . . , , . . 7.00 .50 
Supplement No. 1, i956 .55 .15 
Supple)llent No. 2, 1957 . . .80 .15 
Supplement No. 3, 1958 .. 1.00 .15 
Airmails, com pl. to '56 . . . 1.20 .15 
Airs Supplmnt No. 1, '57.. .40 .15 

(Beginning with 1958, AIR-MAIL pages are 
enclosed with regular supplements) 

Special Binder . . . , .. , . . . 5.00 .50 
Dust Case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,50 .50 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobylka 

1483 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill. 
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►1••~:L:::S•P:::T:L~C•:o:~•••••: 
ALVIN C. BIALOBRZESKI, Secreto,y l 

1519 W. Thomas St. Chicago 22, Ill , 

J. P. RUX, Treasurer 
► 6136 W. Addison St. Chicago 34, Ill. 

► PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
~ CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor ~ 

! 
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ 

WALTER SZYMLEK ◄ 
2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago 47, Ill. ◄ 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE : ◄l 
Myron Steczynski, Thaddeus Gryzewski, 

► J. J. Domer 

~ The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political. l 
► Views expressed by the authors of articles op-
► pe~ring herein do not necessarily express the 
~ views of the Polonus Philatelic Society. 

~•••••::.~::~:u~~::~2:::••••••~ 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Stanley 1fodro 
124 Cre,scent Drive 

Glenview, Ill. 

Robert A, Wilson 
790 River;siide Drive, Apt. 117 

New Y.ork 32, N. Y, 
Thraddeus P ,artyk,a 

7970 Stuar,t Ave,, Apt. 4 
Montreal 15, Quebec, Canada 

1961 DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE! 
SEND YOUR $2.50 TO .TREASURER 

PADER-EWSKI 
CHAMPION OF LIBERTY 

First Day Covers and C,ards 
All covers and sheet,s have a 4c and 

Sc Paderewski stamp on same. 
Portrait on cover .......... , , ,35 
Music on cover , , . . , , ...... , , .45 
Music on cover with 5c U.S. 

F1'ag of Poland , ...... , . . . . ,55 
A,bove covers come in blue or black, 

Analogical Sheets 
Portrait on 4x6 card .. , ... .. , ,35 
Large 8xll ca1·d 

Portrait an1d music .. , .. .. , $1.85 
Cartoon a nd music , ... , . . . . 1,35 

Postage extra on above items, 
Also stamps of Poland, Vatican City, 
Ghana, U.S., Canada, United Nations 
and 'l'opicals, mint and used. Want 
Lists filled. - Satisfaction guaran­
teed. 

SIGMUND BOR 
Polonus Member 

5326 S, Laramie Ave, 
Chicago 38, Ill. 
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