


BETTER THAN 
THE GOOD 
OLD DAYS 

Stamps at auction are bringing vastly higher. prices than 
ever before. Enough so an auctioneer's fees· can provide a 
wider range of services tl)an was available In "the good old 
days." 

That is one reason why at Greg Manning Auctions we · 
believe each consignment presents an opportunity to give you 
our best. 

And technological development In certain areas such as 
printing, mail room operation, and color reproduction make it 
possible for our best to be a reat improvement. At standard 
commission rates, or in the case of exceptionally valuable 
collections, at reduced commission. The best for less! 

If you are going to be selling your stamps at auction, we 
offer you a service that is better than ''the good old days." And 
that's a nice change. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
76 South Orange Ave. 

South Orange, N.J. 07079 
Telephone: (201) 762-7660 

"The tkm colectors rely on" 
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EVERY YEAR 

Two Impressive Auction Sales 
ARE ARRANGED BY 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
AT HAMBURG 

which command worldwide attention. 

Richly illustrated catalogues of these public auctions will be sent to interested 
parties at a cost of $5.00 (US) to help pay airmail postage. 

In the event you would like to sell, and are looking for excellent results, then EDGAR 
MOHRMANN & CO. is the right choice for you. Clients all over the world, including 
the United States, have complete confidence in us. Consignments to our Auction 
Sales are accepted anytime. Large lots are best sent by air freight. 

Sale dates are : 

18th - 20th October 1977 
11th - 13th April 1978 

Material to be included in the above sales should reach us four months prior to the above dates. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
D 2000 Hamburg 11 

W. Germany 
• Grosser Burstah 19 • Postfach 11 1007 
Telephone (040) 36 41 51 /2 Cables: EDMORO 
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The Decision is Yours. 
It is quite often a sad day for the true philatelist when the time has come to sell his stamps. 
His reasons for their disposal are generally personal. His care and interest in how they are 
handled are of the utmost importance to him. And yet he has to be practical and find the 
merchant with the greatest ability and integrity to handle what is so dear to him . 

We feel that the Apfelbaum tradition of almost half century and four generations devoted to 
the true love of philately can be of assistance to you. Your inquiry will be held in the strictest 
of confidence and will be answered promptly. 

f.lllP.L 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH (Switzerland) 
P.O.B. 

Bahuhof~e 102 
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"Stamps are most valued where 

best they are known.'' -Anonymous 

When selling your collection, 
call Andrew Levitt. 

His appreciation for fine stamps, 
cultivated by a lifetime in 
philately, will bring you 

full value for your collection. 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 
"America's leading buyer of major philatelic holdings" 

(203) 743-2016 

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
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The Specialist and Rare Stamps Department of For the convenience of our clients we also offer 
Stanley Gibbons has a reputation without equal in the a Specialist Register where individual requirements and 
philatelic world. For more than 120 years we have held interests are recorded. The Register serves to supply 
one of the largest selections of fine philatelic material illustrated lists and regular information covering every-
available anywhere in the world . thing from rare stamps and postal history to proofs and 

Over the years our staff has always maintained colour trials. 
the friendly, personal service that made the name of If you would like your name to be included on the 
Stanley Gibbons famous. Ii Register, and receive our illustrated lists, write to Stanley 

At 399 Strand, you will find a large team of • Gibbons Specialist and Rare Stamp Department, 
specialists prepared to meet your particular re- . . • ~ including details of the type of material and the 
quirements, and to advise you about your collection. · price range you are interested in . .,..,,..,_ 

lo HM lhf!()._, --· 
STANLEY GIBBONS UMmD 
391 SlRANQ lDNDON. WC2R OLX. 
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No . 1 Unused 
Cat. $700. 
Sold fo r $1600 . 

No. 2, Posi t ion 
R681. Faint 
pen cancel. 
Sold for $900. 

We will sell at Auction or buy outright 
your quality U. S. stamps and covers. 

Immediate cash payment on outright 
purchases. 

If your holdings are exceptionally 
valuable, our appraiser can visit you 
in your home. 

Stamps 
For Sale? 

Re-issue. 
Cat . $11 50. 
Sold for $1900. 

Call Us Toll Free at 
800-424-9519 
Some Other 
Realizations : 
No. 27 1, 6a Dull Brown . NH .. Cat . $20, So ld $110. 
No . 296. Plate Block, NH . . .. Cat. $1000. Sold $2000. 
No. 330, 5q Jamestown. NH .. Cat. $50, Sold $170. 
No. 401 , 1a Pan Pacific, NH Cat. $9.50, Sold $110. 
No. 446, 4ot Line Pair. NH ..... Cat. $350, Sold $750. 
No . 476, 20ot Ultra. NH . Cat. $70, Sold $200. 
No . 403, Plate B lock ......... Cat. $2500, So ld $4000. 

Just a Few 
Reasons Why 
Kaufmann's of 
Washington, D. C. 
is the Place 
to Sell 
Your Collection 
11 .. 1111111111111"'11111•"'11111111111 Four Dol lar 

Columbian. 
Never hinged. 
Cat. $ 11 50. 

Sold at Kaufmann·s 
Auction for a record 
breaking price of .. _________ $3750. 

Shown are a few of the prices rea lized from a 
recent Auction. Our fee is a modest 20% 
commission and there are no other charges. 

Liberal, interest-free advances given on 
large consignments. 

a ------

uctions 
John W. Kaufmann, Inc. 
1010 Vermont Ave. , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Telephone 
(202) 638-5658 

r--------------------, 
I 

I have the following material that I would like Clip this coupon and mail it to us. We wil l contact I 
to sell. you immediately. 

I I 
I Description : I 
I catalog (or estimated) value: $ I 
I Name Address I 
I City State Zip ___ Telephone I 

~--------------------~ 
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it'rn(ORRlfR( If llilllf IJICO 
6 NUMERI PUBBLICA TI IN UN ANNO 

420 PAGINE STAMPATE 

36 RECENSION! DI PUBBLICAZIONI 
63 ARTICOLI 50 TRA I PIU FAMOSI 

AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI 
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE, 

FRANCESE E TEDESCO 

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO 
IL MONDO 

ABBONARSI PER UN ANNO VUOL DIRE 
RICEVERE PUNTUALMENTE LA PIU 

PRESTIGIOSA RIVISTA DI FILATELIA 
AEROFILATELIA E STORIA POST ALE 

6 ISSUES A YEAR 
420 PAGES PRINTED 

36 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST 
OUTSTANDING AUTHORS 
IN THE WORLD 
25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN 

DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR, ONE 
WOULD RECEIVE PUNCTUALLY THE 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE 
OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 

-- --- -- --- --- -- --- - -------------------------------------~-------
Des idero ricevere informazio ni per l'abbonamento a: 

I would like to receive deta iled information concerning th e subscription to: 
IL NUOVO COR RI ERE FILATELICO 
Via Martelli. 8 - 50129 Firen ze (Italy) 

no me 

name 

via 

address 

ci tt3 
town 
268 



* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

PllG '-HM :r QC..!._NTF ""°1'RY .... _,, .... 
·.·. ·- .... ,.,:,._.,, : :·, 

. .,......_.,.. . 
,.. ... ~r__.o~_;:-'>I 5· 
~· _..._. _,..._ .... _ --

A special and limited opportunity to obtain 

FULL MINT SHEETS OF SOME VERY CHOICE U.S. STAMPS 

The following items, seldom seen in full sheets, are now available to interested collectors. 
These are one-of-a-kind items and are offered on a first-come basis. Arrangements to inspect these 
mint sheets can be made through any of the Stamp Departments listed below. 

Minkus Scott 
# # Year Description Price 

CM38 (329) -1907 Jamestown Exposition, 2¢ issue sheet of 100 ............ $1,675.00 
CM40 (367) -1909 Lincoln Memorial, 2¢ issue sheet of 100. .. .. ............... 950.00 
409 (S36)- 1918-20 1¢ Offset Printing George Washington, 

Rare perforated 12Yi .. ..... ..... ... ... ....... ... .. ..... .. .... .... ... .... 695.00 
CM56 (S37)-1919 Victory Issue, 3¢ World War I sheet of 100 ...... ... ..... 1,175.00 
CM57 (S48) -1920 Pilgrim Tercentenary, 1 ¢ sheet of 79....... ... ... ............... 425.00 
CM59 (SSO) -1920 Pilgrim Tercentenary, S¢ sheet of 70 ..... .......... ... ...... 3,500.00 
425 (SS8) -1922 James Garfield , 6¢ Flat Plate sheet of 100 ........ ....... 2,500.00 
CM64 (614) -1924 Huguenot Walloon, 1¢ sheet of SO .................. .. .... ...... 295.00 
CM67 (617)-192S Lexington-Concord , 1¢ sheet of SO. ...... ... .... .. ....... .... ... 275.00 
CM68 (618) -192S Lexington-Concord, 2¢ sheet of SO .. ....... ... .............. .. 
CM73 (628) - 1926 Ericcson Memorial, S¢ sheet of SO ............................. . 
CM72 (627) -1926 Liberty Bell, 2¢ sheet of SO ..... ... .... ... ...... ... .................. . 
CM76 (643) -1927 Vermont Sesquicentennial, 2¢ sheet of 100 ............. . 
CM78 (64S) - 1928 Valley Forge, 2¢ sheet of 100 ....... ......................... ....... . 
CM81 (646) -1928 Molly Pitcher, 2¢ sheet of 100 ....... ............. .... ....... ... . . 
CM85 (6S4) -1929 Edison, 2¢ sheet of 100 .... .... ... ......... .................. ......... . 
CM88 (6S7) -1929 Sullivan Expedition, 2¢ sheet of 100 ..... ... ... ...... ... .... . . 
CM90 (681) -1929 Ohio River, 2¢ sheet of 100 ....................................... . 
CM91 (682) - 1930 Massachusetts, 2¢ sheet of 100 ... .... ...... .. .... ...... ... .... . . 
CM93 (688) - 1930 Braddock's Field, 2¢ sheet of 100 . .......... ...... ............. . 
CM235 (893) -1940 Alexander Graham Bell, 10¢ sheet of 70 ..... ..... ... ..... . . 

495.00 
550.00 
295.00 
165.00 
135.00 
150.00 
130.00 
115.00 
115.00 
125.00 
175.00 
925.00 

AB (C8) -1926-27 Air Mail , 1S¢ sheet of SO ........... ...... .... ......... ............ 375.00 
A16 (C16) -1931 Rotary Press Printing, S¢ Winged Globe Sheet of SO. ..... 425.00 
A17 (C19) -1934 Winged Globe, 6¢ sheet of SO ........... ...... .... ......... .... .. .... 125.00 
A21 (C20) -193S China Clipper Air Mail , 2S¢ sheet of SO ..... ....... ... .... .. . 
A22 (C22) -1937 China Clipper Air Mail, SO¢ sheet of SO ..... .. ..... ..... .... . 
A25-A31 (C2S-31)-6¢-SO¢ Airmails, complete set of 7 in full sheets of SO 
CS12 (11)-1863-64 Jefferson Davis, 10¢ Confederate sheet of 200 ....... . 

GIMBELS 
Headquarters for all 
of your stamp and 

coin collecting needs 

135.00 
750.00 
875.00 
700.00 

Sixth Floor. 33rd St. & Broadway. New York - L04-3300 I Roosevelt Field Shopping Center. Garden City - 7 41-4800 
86th St. & Lexington Ave .. Promenade Level - 348-2300 Green Acres Shopping Center. Valley Stream - LOl -6100 
Cross County Shopping Center. Yonkers - Y03-8000 Garden State Plaza. Routes 4 & 17. Paramus - 843-9400 
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Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co 

announces 
the Fall Auction Schedule 

SEPTEMBER 28: CLASSIC 
CANADIAN ST AMPS 

A portion of the International Gold 
Medal Collection of Classic Canada 
formed by Dorane Hilmer 

Auction location : New York 
(980 Madison Avenue) Illustrated 
catalogue $2/with prices realized $3 

OCTOBER 17: UNITED STATES 
19TH AND 20TH CENTURY 
STAMPS 

Selected United Stales, strong in 
19th century with many quality items 
Auction location : Los Angeles 
(7660 Beverly Blvd) Illustrated 
catalogue $1 /with prices .realized $2 
• Exhibition in New York, 

980 Madison Avenue, Tuesday, 
October 11 from 10 am to 5 pm 

• Exhibition al Sescal Show, 
Ambassador Hotel , Los Angeles, 
Booth #301 on October 14, 15 and 
16 from 10 am lo 6 pm 

, Auction to be held at 
Sotheby Parke Bernet 
Los Angeles, 7660 Beverly Blvd, 
al 10 am to 6:30 pm 

OCTOBER 26: 
OUTSTANDING COLLECTION 
OF UNITED STATES PACKET 
BOAT COVERS 

The most comprehensive holding of 
Packet boats ever to be offered; 
including the award-winning 
collection of Huber, Klein, Simmons 
and Somdal. This catalogue is 
presented in handbook form as a 
standard reference guide for Inland 
Waterways of the United Stales. II 
shows a comprehensive historical 
presentation including the Civil War 
with many collateral items of the 
1800's showing the growth of the 
Inland Waterway Systems as the 
major means of transportation and 
development of the United States 

Auction location: New York 
(980 Madison Avenue) Illustrated 
catalogue includes prices rea lized $5 

Sc.#1 Sc.#2 Sc.#7a 

Sc.#72 Sc.#108 

Steamer Mary Bess 

Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co., Inc. 
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743-4458 
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Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co 

I 

Unique 6c 1863 bisect, 
with P.F. Cert. 

OCTOBER 27 AND 28: 
STATES AND FOREIGN 
POSTAL HISTORY 

UNITED 

Including 19th and 20th century 
United States and Foreign Covers 
with stampless 1847's, 1851's-57's, 
Patriotics, 1869, Bank Note, and an 
outstanding holding of United States 
used in Shanghai, China. Foreign 
covers strong in 19th century British , 
Europe and South America 

Auction location: New York 
(980 Madison Avenue) Illustrated 
catalogue $2/with prices realized $3 

NOVEMBER 9, 10 AND 11: 
THE HOMAN ESTATE-PART ONE 
Sold by the order of The Morgan 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 
Executor 

Netherlands 
Sc.#1 c 

Wurttemberg Sc.#53 Malaya Johore 
Sc.#1 

The first of five sales from the famous 
stock of Homan-Krassa. One of the 
great " old time" holdings, not only 
showing great depth, but also 
exceptional quality. This part features 
British Empire and European countries 

Sc.#243 Sc.#263 Sc.#245 

Auction location: London 
(34/35) New Bond Street) Illustrated 
catalogue includes prices realized $5 

NOVEMBER 21: A QUALITY 
SALE OF UNITED STATES STAMPS 

A one-session sale showing both 
quality and rarity 

Auction location : New York 
(980 Madison Avenue) Illustrated 
catalogue $1 /with prices realized $2 

NOVEMBER 22 AND 23: 
UNITED STATES, BRITISH EMPIRE 
AND FOREIGN STAMPS 

A general auction of over 2,000 Jots; 
19th and 20th century United States 
and an 2xceptional British collection, 
including outstanding Australia. 

Sc.#14 Sc.#C5 Sc.#116 Auction location: New York 

We are currently accepting properties for futures sales 
Available for appraisals and guidance on philatelic properties 

(980 Madison Avenue) Illustrated 
catalogue $1/with prices realized $2 

SOTHEBY PARKE BERNET 
STAMP AUCTION COMPANY 
158 DEER HILL AVENUE 
DANBURY, CT. 06810 

name . . . .. • ... . .. .. .. . ..... . .. ..• . .. . . ..• . . . 

street . . ... ..• . .•. . . . .. .. ........ . .... . .... . . 

city .... . . • . .. ...... . . state . . .... zip . . .. . . 

Check enclosed (with tax where applicable) 

for$ ..... . .... . . . . 

A o ne-yea r subsc ri ptio n to all stamp aucti on 
catalogues w ith pri ces rea l ized $15 D 

INDI VID UA L CATALOGUES 

See li stin g above fo r pri ces 

sale 
da te 

cata logue 
pr ice 

w ith pri ces 
rea lized 
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Our 1978 edition. 

Revised 
Introduction 

Clarified, simpli­
fied, more useful, 
more informative 
than ever. 

For the Record 
This section lists 
stamps of ques­
tionable philatelic 
validity. 

It's the most 
catalogue 
we've ever 
published. 

New Common 
Design section 
Listing stamps of the same design 
issued by more than one country. 
Like the 1956 Europa issues initiated 
by the Common Market nations. 

Counterfeits and 
Forgeries section 
It defines what they are and explores 
some of the more prominent 
specimens. 

Over 43,000 
price changes 
More than 
6 ,000 new 
Issues 

Standard Catalogue 
now In 4 volumes 
With more new prices 
and new issues than 
ever before, the ' 78 edition 
needs the extra space. 

······ ··· ·········· ·· ······ ••••@ 
~S~C~O~T~T~ ................. .......••••... 
Se rving collectors since 1863. 

Scott Publishing Company · 530 Fifth Avenue· New York, N.Y. 10036 
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STANLEY GIBBONS AUCTIONS 

CLASSICS OF THE 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

I ncluJing a Further Select ion of I tern~ from the 

CLAUDE CARTIER COLLECTION 

15 September 1977 

Countries represented comprise: 

Antigua Mauritius 
Bahamas New Brunswick 
British Columbia Nova Scotia 
Canada St. Lucia 
Grenada St. Vincent 

De-luxe catalogue profusely illustrated in colour available 
from the auctioneers $3.50 
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INTERNATIONAL AUCTION 
IN COPENHAGEN 

OCTOBER 19-20-21-22 

FEATURING: 
The breaking up of the magnificent 

STIG ANDERSEN 
PRIX D'HONNEUR COLLECTION OF DENMARK 

containing many outstanding and unique items in superb quality. A 
remarkable opportunity to acquire these philatelic gems for your own 
collection! 

ALSO FEATURED: 

- a very large selection of NETHERLANDS, including more 
than 300 lots of the 1852 issue. 

- a strong section of specialized classical EUROPE with fine 
GREAT BRITAIN and LUXEMBOURG. 

- and, of course, beautiful material from the SCANDINA­
VIAN countries with especially interesting classical 
NORWAY. 

- plus a large section containing accumulations, collections 
etc . Splendid opportunities for collector and dealer alike. 

IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY ON OUR MAILING LIST, 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE DE-LUXE CATALOGUE. 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP DEALERS 

HAVSGAARDSVEJ 25, DK-2900 HELLERUP 
Phone: (451) 624242 Cable: KEPHILA 
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CEva 'West wanted the best 
offer for her stamp collection, 
and CJ-/arris saw that she got it/ 

Eva West mailed her stamp coll ection 
from Missouri to Boston because she 
expected courtesy, prompt negotia­
tion and a generous price. Eva West 
wasn't disappointed. Nor are the hun­
dreds of other philatelists who sell to 
Harris each year. Harris constantly 
buys collections and accumul ations, 
provided they are worth $1 00 or 
more. We are interested in buying 
nearly all types of philatelic material, 
especially stamps of the U.S. and Bri­
tish North America, and world-wide 
or special country collections that are 
strong in sets . Harris has vast experi­
ence . We've been buying stamps from 
collectors since Woodrow Wil son sat 
in the Oval Office. 

Why Eva West chose Harris when she 
decided to sell her stam ps: 

We have a world-wide reputation 
for unquestioned integrity, built up 
over 60 continuous years of doing 
business. 

We make liberal cash offers and 
have the financial resources to pay 
spot cash for purchases of any magni­
tude. We make immediate payment 
in ful l . 

Eva West's note typifies the com­
ments of the thousands of collectors 
who have sold stamps to Harris: 

3321 A Texas Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63 11 8 

H. E. Har ris & C:o. , Inc. 
645 Summe r Street 
Boston, Mass. 0211 0 
Apprai s al Dept. 

Dea r Si rs : 

Thank you so much for the check in the 
amount of $1, 253. 00. 

I have been dealing with H. E. Harris & 
Co. , off and on for 45 y~a r s and have 
been alwavs satisfied with the pro mpt 
and courteou s service. 

Am sending another lot under 
separate cover . 

Si ncerely Yours, 

~ 'n, .-a/ .e,....f-
Eva M. West 

You built your collection carefully. 
Sell it with equal care. 

For serious-minded sellers we When you are ready to 
· make free appraisals ' ~sell your stamps, be sure 

· 1 ·-··· to contact our Appraisal 
In add1t1on to buying fr o m callee- \ YOO U Department. H1ghl1ght 

tors, we handle estate and 1nst1tu· information about your 
tional purchases regularly. collection would be 

We pay more because we buy for helpful; 1t need not be 
retail stock, not for resale to dealers. I technical or complete. 

No haggling or delays· no "work- ,,.. Please do not send your 
ing up" to the right price. The first \ I collection until we re-
price that we quote will be the only ___ \ ?~~\t 11~ If ~ouewgu~~ 
price that we will pay. s~llin~ ya,J(), c~f1e~ti~n. 

Safety of stamps 1n our custody 1s send only 50¢ for our 
guaranteed . We have the largest and booklet of valuable in-
finest fac ilit ies in the world . formation, "When You 

If you are not entirely p leased with Have Stamps to Sell," It gives you 
our offer, your stamps wil l be prompt- va luable suggest ions and tells you 
ly returned intact, at our expense, more about H.E. Harris & Co., Inc. , 
with no charge to you . the World's Largest Stamp Buyer. 

A.lf~~~:A, 
Dep t. SS-28, Boston, Massachusetts 02117 
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CASH - NOT PROMISES 

FROM AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE 

_ l)o u ..AllS 

/ 

-\ 
T ·- ·- r-

,o• oo? soooooo.0• 

THE LARGEST AUCTION ADVANCE CHECK 
EVER WRITTEN 

No matter whether your collection is worth $500 or 
$5,000,000 , we are prepared to give you an immediate interest-free 
cash advance up to 75% of our appraised value . 

Brochure available on request 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

Established 47 years 

120 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
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278 
WE HAD A DREAM 
In 1964, the co-chairmen of the Capi­
tal Fund had a dream. Unlike Pharaoh 's 
dream in Genesis, and Joseph's interpre­
tation of it for the ruler of Egypt, our 
dream foresaw only lean years . There 
were not seven years of great plenty to 
look forward to, only years of forseeable 
famine. So, we betook ourselves and 
founded the Capital Fund and it was 
good. And the members hearkened to 
our pleas and gave of their substance to 
guard against that famine that is 
synonomous with debt. And the pro­
ceeds of that Fund were used to defray 
the expenses of the lean years and the 
Collectors Club flourished. 

Now, this Capital Fund is akin to the 
storehouses that Joseph built in Egypt. It 
nourished us when our income was di­
minished and inflation crept like a raging 
monster devouring our substance, when 
expenses spiraled upward, ever upward . 
So, it was good and we congratulate you 
the members , and ourselves in the pro­
cess, that our Capital Fund stands at 
approximately $275,000 .00 and furnish­
ing the difference between famine and 
plenty . 

Now , another monster has reared its 
ugly head . The threat is real and present. 
The City of New York , relying on a 
recent decision in the courts, has taken 
away our real property tax exemption. 
We have been assessed many thousands 
of dollars in real property taxes . In future 
years, the loss of exemption, if finally 
approved by the courts, could present 
the Club with a deficit in excess of 
$20,000.00 annually. This is a conserva­
tive estimate. 

Of course, we will fight. Measures 
have already been taken . Our legal 
forces have been marshalled for the tests 
to come, tests that will involve us in 
years of costly legal maneuvers with the 
outcome in doubt. Although we are not 
alarmists, we do feel the membership 
must be apprised of the facts. 

Now it becomes all the more neces­
sary to build our storehouses anew. The 
Capital Fund must provide the required 
cash flow to wipe out the anticipated 
major deficit of the next few years . To 
that end, John Boker and I have decided 
to set a new goal for the Capital Fund­
$500,000. If thi s staggers the imagina­
tion , please recall our original goal of 
$250,000 has been reached and ex­
ceeded. Given the heavy inflation that 
has been with us for at least the last ten 
years, it is not inconceivable that the 
$500,000 goal wou ld have been set in 
1964 if that inflationary spiral had been 
sufficiently anticipated. 

In our October 31 , 1976 , letter to the 
members, we promised "no more pre­
dictions of impending doom." That , 
however, was before the City of New 
York decided to eliminate our tax 
exemption. We would therefore be re­
miss in our obligations to the Club if this 
new situation was not properly and 
adequate ly set forth . Our si ncere hope is 
that the members will once again rise to 
the challenge to make secure the Club' s 
future viability . We could do no less 
than ask you, who have done so much 
already , to do even more . 

John R. Boker, Jr. 
Philip Silver, 
Co-chairmen, 
The Capital Fund 



FRENCH COLONIES, 1881-1891, 
The Alphee Dubois Issue 

The Evolution of a Stamp and its use 

<::roquis du timbre c'.llonial de 1881 
/ I 

Fig. 1. Dubois' original sketch submitted Oct. 1879 in competition for the colonies 
design. 106 x 133 mm. Crayon outline overdrawn in sepia wash. Numeral tablet is 
central, POSTES larger than COLONIES, flag pole behind figure. (Coll. T.-P., 
1900, Pg. 332) 
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by Robert G. Stone 

Introduction 
I discussed various aspects of this 
issue in Chapter V of my serial on the 

French Colonies General Issues which 
appeared in CCP 1958-59 (reprinted 
1961 as CC Handbook No . 11) . Further 
information , as always happens, has 
meanwhile come to hand. Some aspects, 
not well-covered previou sly , now de­
serve more emphasis because these 
stamps formerly rather widely disdained 
have acquired a certain cachet of de­
sirability , especially on cover. Although 
we will not repeat much of the informa­
tion that appeared in our 1959 chapter 
(CCP, v . 38, #4), a few corrections and 
amplifications will be noted . Mainly the 
present essay concerns the development of 
the design for the stamp and illustrations of 
various usages. 

The complete evolution of a postage 
stamp design is seldom fully doc­
umented in philatelic literature , at least 
not for many stamps of the 19th Century. 
While there are, of course , brilliant ex­
ceptions, in many cases even archival 
information is incomplete or missing . 
The difficulty is not so much that the 
arch ives may be inaccessible or have 
been looted or destroyed, but rather that 
the process of working up designs by the 
artist, whether in employ of the adminrs­
tration or private firms, or a free-lance , 
has not normally been considered an 
essentia l part of the official record and 
often has been conserved, if at all, only in 
the memory, personal files, or state­
ments of the artist. Rejected or unac­
cepted designs are even less 1 ikely to 
have become part of an official record or 
archive. Such essays have often come to 
light later , especia lly as die essays , but 
their circumstances are apt to be so little 
known that they are more isolated 
curiosities and enigmas than integral 
parts of a full history . One seldom knows 
how many other essays there may be, 

Robert G . Stone is editor of ' 'The 
France Colonies Philatelist" and is a 
recognized expert on the General Issues of 
the French Colonies. 
why not adopted, etc. Nor rarely for the 
adopted designs do we know what 
sketches and ideas the artist considered 
or tried , and put aside, what changes he 
may have been asked to make , or where 
he got his ideas . The private world of the 
artist at work and his communications 
with administrations or employers are 
generally a blank page in a closed book. 
Moreover what we do have, even in the 
more replete documentations , is the me­
chanical and formal part of the 
process- a sterile shell of the "true 
story." A story with the protoplasm of 
human creative sweat, emotions , poli­
tics , and social forces left out and only to 
be imagined or inferred if possible. The 
moral in al l this for postal historians and 
essay-proof students lies in what it tells 
us. We should be recording the current 
history of stamps before it recedes into 
irrecoverable limbo. Stamp designers 
and officials involved should be inter­
viewed with tape recorder; oral-history 
recording techniques have been developed 
and promoted now by professional 
historians-postal historians had better 
"get with it," before its too late . 

The history of the little stamp detailed 
below is hardly the model of all we seek. 
It is, in any event , rather better than one 
might expect for the period and , oddly , 
contains more than we know about the 
other two specifically French-colonial 
designs of the 19th Century (or of most 
20th Century ones for that matter) . The 
Dubois design, after a resolution voted 
by the Academie de Philatelie in 1933 , is 
now ge nera lly identified by the de­
signer's name in French catalogs and 
among French specialists . Some French 
writers sti ll call it the "Seated-Goddess 
Type" and in English-language' publica­
tions it has been termed the ' ' Com­
merce" type following some older 
French catalogs . No official documents 
have been found that either explain what 
the allegory of the design represents, or 
what Dubois intended it to be, or cite an 
administrative identification of the type. 
The confusion with the allegories in the 
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Sage issue of France and the 1892 
French colonies type, whic h are both 
s upposed to a lso includ e a ''co m­
merce" theme, is what has led to the 
increas ing use of " Sage" and " G roup " 
to identify the latter. 

T he Dubo is type was issued fo r use in 
all the co lonies over a decade, and he nce 
h as bee n "commo n. " Ce rta inl y a 
homely item as printed . It was thu s 
o rdai ned to undergo long-time di sdain as 
a cheap perfed post-class ic without vari ­
eties to interest a spec iali st , a no-no fo r 
everyone except as a space fill er. Times 
c hange. Now collec to rs have di scovered 
it to be a cance ll ation-hunter 's dream 
a nd on cover often a gem (w ith prices to 
match). We say it is ug ly, to which 
everyone add s ame n! But , as we shall 
see, that is not what they thought in 
1880, nor even in 1900 . The pompou s 
official palaver in appraising and tri v~ 
iall y rev ising thi s " work of art ," seems 
ridiculous today. 

The reaso n we have a better story 
about thi s des ign than that of the fa med 
a nd de lec table "Eagles" issued fo r 
French Colonies in 1859, and of the 
rea ll y mi serable- looking "Allegori ca l 
September 1977 
Group " type (" Nav igation and Com­
merce" or " Tablet Type") omnibu s 
se ries o f 1892, is that Arthur Maury in 
the 1890 s ac quired (pe rh aps fro m 
Dubois' estate) a se ries of sketches , 
essays, and proofs of the Dubois design 
which he desc ribed and illustrated in an 
article in " Co ll. du T .-P. 1900. " In 
addition Dr. P . Bou ve t obtained from the 
archives of the Colonial Mini stry the 
correspondence between offi c ial s re lat­
ing to the preparation of the issue, ex­
ce rpt s from whic h he publi shed in 
" Selec tion 1953." The die and pl ate 
procedures mu st have been s imil ar to 
those used for the Sage issue, as de­
sc ribed by Joany and Maury. 

Whereas the quantiti es printed , dates 
of printings, di stribution to variou s col­
onies, e tc., are ra the r we ll documented 
for the 1859-80 issues of French col­
onies, prac ti cally nothing is avail able on 
such aspects for the Dubois and 1892 
issues . I made some infe re nces on 
Dubois quantities and di stribution in my 
1959 article, now Dr . Joany is patiently 
trying to work it out more full y from a 
study of shades and cancels. 
The Official Dubois History 
The Mini stry of Marine (Navy) and 
Colonies, in o rder to avo id confusion 
w ith French stamps of the same des ign 
and to assuage compl aints from the co l­
on ists about the inconvenience of the 
imperforates then in use, had in January 
1863 and aga in in June 1870 impo rtuned 
the Mini ster of Finance to approve the 
issuance of a separate design fo r the col­
onies so that it could be perforated. The 
prev ious issues since 1870 were of the 
same design as French stamps and had to 
be left imperfo rate to di stingui sh the m 
fro m the perfora ted Fre nch ones. Need 
fo r economy and the emergency of the 
War of 1870-71 kept the colonies in 
bondage to the impe rfs (however much 
tha t improved thei r later phil ate lic 
status). 

It was not until 18 Sept. 1879, that the 
Mini ster of Co lonies fin all y was abl e to 
authori ze issuance of a new des ign type 
that could be perfed fo r co loni al use. At 
the same time he wrote the Frenc h Mint 
requesting that sampl e des igns be sub-
mitted from which the Mini stry could 
make a cho ice. The Mint asked four 
arti sts : J .J . Barre, J. Chaplain , A . 
Dubo is, and one Dupuy, to pre pare 
" pro jets," and on 13 October sent seven 
sketches to the Min is try. The one by 
Barre depicted an emblem with the State 
sea l somewhat modifi ed , a type already 
used on Coc hin China coinage. The 
others o ffered allegorical compos 1t1ons 
with large numerals, which was what the 
Mini stry had sugges ted in its o rig inal 
request. The des ign (he only submitted 
one) of Alphee Dubo is was chosen. 

On 8 Nov. the Mini stry sent the 
Dubo is sketch back to the Mint . On 12 
Nov. the Mint wrote Dubois to info rm 
him hi s des ign was se lec ted and that he 
should arrange with the Mini stry the 
steps to be taken to e ngrave the die. At 
the same time, the Mint (returning the 
sketch) advised the Mini stry that , "as 
soon as the master die is completed it 
will be sent to the Banque de France for 
multiplication die type," (i. e. making 
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Fig. 2. Dubois' definitive-design model submitted to the Mint Dec. 1879. 106 x 130 
mm. Apparently pen and ink (black?). Alterations from original sketch as 
requested by Consultative Committee: POSTES smaller than COLONIES, 
value tablet moved to left, flag pole in front of figure. (Coll. T .-P ., 1900, Pg. 333) 
secondary dies). The Mint also said that, 
if the Ministry so wished, the Mint could 
submit the work of Dubois to a Consulta­
tive Committee of engravers, set up by 
them, to review it before final ac­
ceptance . The Ministry was reminded, 
too , that if the stamps were to be perfed 
they would have to be the exact size as 
that of current French stamps (the Ban­
que not having perforators for any other 
size). 

Admiral Jaurequi berry , the Minister, 
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replied on 22 Nov . accepting the condi­
tions for perforation and a review by a 
Consultative Committee , since the 
Ministry lacked competence in such mat­
ters. But his request to have the stamp 
printed in time for the next annual deliv­
ery to the colonies was turned down as 
the task would take too long. The sketch 
was returned with this letter so the Mint 
could go ahead. 

Dubois received from the Mint on 24 
Nov . his sketch and instructions to exe­
cute a definitive design (model , as we 
would call it today) and a reduction of it 
(by photography?) to French-stamp size ; 
September 1977 
francs for the design and master die, 
which was about three times more than 
any previous French design had cost! 

At this point a new factor entered the 
proceedings. In early 1880 the Cham­
bers of Parliament voted funds enabling 
the Ministry of (French) Posts to buy the 
stamp printery of the Banque de France . 
Now the Minister of Posts began to take 
a direct interest in the Dubois project­
reminding the Ministry of Colonies on 
24 March that the stamp design for the 
Colonies must be modified immediately 
so "there will be no further confusion 
with French stamps, " which had, he 
Fig. 3. Master-die proof (enlarged 2x) in 
black on india paper with numeral space 
uncleared on die (black on the proof), faint 
trace of surround. Probably pulled by the 
engraver. (R.G. Stone coll.) 
the task was urgent , it said, and he 
should submit the results as soon as 
possible . 

The Ministry was next advised that after 
receiving the die the Banque would require 
about 6 months to print the stamps , and 
Doubois would want at least 4 months for 
engraving. The Minister bowed to that on 
27 Nov. Thus the use of the Sage type in 
the colonies for another year was assured. 
Dubois is reported to have asked 5000 
noted , the effect of revenue losses to 
both the French and Colonial posts . 

Shortly thereafter the Consultative 
Committee of engravers rendered its 
verdict on the Dubois design. They 
found "the concept and composition to 
be laudable , '' but expressed the view 
that some modifications were desirable ; 
to wit :-
a) "Put the word POSTE in the plural , 
that orthography appearing to conform 
to past usage, and separate this word by a 
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Fig. 4. Secondary-die proof of the rejected 25c die, first state, with large thick numerals 
enlarged to same size as Figs. 1 and 2 for comparison. 
line from that of COLONI ES , at the 
same time enlarg ing the fo rm of the 
letters to make them more vis ible. 
b) " Dimini sh the importance of the 
upper end of the horn of plenty which the 
fi gure hold s in its hand and separate it 
di stinctl y from the fl ag, so that the two 
symbols are not confu sed . Finall y en­
large the letters of the legend '' REPUB­
LIQU E FRANCAISE'' so they are of the 
same size as on the stamps of the Met­
ropole (i. e., Sage type)" . " With the 
a bo ve rese rvati o ns th e Co mmittee 
judges that Mon . Dubois can proceed 
with the pre paration of the coloni al 
stamp whose des ign he has created ." 
These po ints we re di sc ussed at a meeting 
by Dubo is and the Committee . On 3 
April the Mini stry was notified that the 
arti st had accepted the Committee's 
suggestions and the work of making the 
changes was we ll advanced; Dubois ex­
pec ts to have the master die ready by I 0 
o r 15 May, they reported , and then it 
would remain only to make the secon­
dary dies . Indeed , on 5 May Dubois 
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Fig. 5. Engraver's master-die proof in red 
on ordinary thin paper, showing surround 
from circular die block. 41 mm diameter. 
Note I mm clearance between image and 
surround. (R.G. Stone coll.) 

showed die proofs to the Consultative 
Committee, which then gave its " com-
September 1977 
plete " approval of the work stating " it 
seemed to be executed with all the care 
desirable ." Maury implied that Dubois 
may have engraved the numerals on the 
secondary dies but this is questionable as 
the printery had staff men who could do 
that. 

It was later recorded in the archives 
that Dubois was actually paid only 4000 
francs for his work, his original price 
having evidently beeen knocked down 
quite a bit. This cost was pro-rated 
among the individual colonies on a basis 
which seems rather arbitrary (see figures 
in my 1959 article). 

The master die, after the secondary 
dies had been made , was sent in June 
1880 to the Musee Maritime (Naval 
Museum) for preservation. 
The Sketches, Essays, and Proofs 
In his article on the Dubois material he 
had acq uired , Maury includes some il­
lustrations , perhaps not of all he had, 
and makes many comments on how it 
was prepared and for what purposes. 
Since he does not say that he is inferring 
or presuming , he mu.st have obtained 
some of this information directly from 
Dubois or people who had known 
Duboi s . 

To start with, Maury notes· that the 
long delay in introduction of perforated 
stamps to the colonies was almost with­
out parallel in other countries of impor­
tance, and represented an administrative 
mockery of the colonial residents in the 
name of economy. 

Alphee Dubois had the credentials to 
impress Maury. An engraver of medals 
by trade , Dubois was born in Paris in 
1831 . His father, Eugene Dubois was 
also a medal engraver, renowned for his 
work. Unfortunately he became prema­
turel y blind. Alphee courageously set 
himself to continue his father's work, 
and had a " brilliant success ," receiving 
in 1855 the Grand Prix de Rome for 
engrav ing. Many of his " beautiful " 
medals were struck by the Paris mint, as 
well as many of his tokens and cameos . 
In 1866 he engraved the copper coinage 
of Spain . Maury also liked the stamp 
Dubois designed for the colonies 1881 
issue, citing its "good composition, 
originality , absence of the boldness so 
fashionable today ( 1890s) , a design cor-
rect and sure with respect for form and 
~areful in details ." This " little engrav­
rng was very well executed," he 
thought , "and the stamp gave good re­
sults in the printing.'' 

Fig. 6. Block of 4, lfr olive on pale-olive­
tinted paper, imperf orate on normal stamp 
paper without gum. Shade and paper tint 
are similar to that of the stamps (which 
varied somewhat from printing to print­
ing). Probably a plate proof removed from 
the printery as waste sheets. (Similar 
proofs known for all denominations.) 
(R.G. Stone coll.) 

Maury's discussion of the Dubois­
design essays and proofs was intended to 
illustrate the procedures of the French 
stamp printery. He had already de­
scribed the procedures in general terms 
in articles in "Coll. T.P." in 1898 and 
1900 , based on a visit he had made to the 
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pl ant. It was a subjec t not too well­
understood by French phil ate li sts of the 
fin-de-siec le , in part because the print­
ery had always been rathe r sec reti ve 
about its work. However, the procedures 
of the 1890s may have changed some­
what from those of 1880 . (Joany's 
analys is of the Sage stamp production 
methods is more detailed and probabl y 
more pertinent to the Dubo is.) 

Maury first illustrates Dubo is ' ro ugh 
original sketch (Fig . I) fo r hi s des ign, 
the one he submitted to the Mint in the 
competiti on . The d ime nsions of the 
image are 10 .6 x 13.3 cm . Note the 
des igner's personal handstamped cachet 
in the upper margi n . In thi s sketch we see 
that the word POSTE is singul ar and that 
Fig. 7. One of the "simili-perf' ' reprints 
on thick smooth card. In color of the 
stamp and with proper shade ofundertint , 
but with a typographed overprint in sepia 
to imitate perforations. From a pane of 25 
subjects. Made about 1899/1900 allegedly 
for exhibit at the Paris 1900 Expo and for 
the archives. (R.G. Stone coll. ) 
Fig. 8. The J. Chaplain essay for the colonies, said to be from the later 
1870s and possibly the one submitted by him in the Oct. 1879 competition. 
(illustr. from Maury , Coll. T .-P., 1909, p. 337) 
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CARTE POSTALE 

Ce rci/e PSI exc/11siue111e111 rlseri'i! 1i i'adressc. 

M --· -

Fig. 9. Dubois-type lOc post card of 1885 with handstamp overprint SPECIMEN 
in blue. Not listed in any catalogs nor mentioned in the literature; possibly one of 
the samples submitted to the UPU. (Not to be confused with the type of 
" Specimen" overprint illustrated in Fig. 10.) 

S .o:n. t v- e :n.d u.es par series d e 1 C> 

a u pri:x. de 1 1 ce:n.ts 

Fig. 10. Proof on thin card of the face of a Sc Dubois entire of 1885 with 
" Specimen" diagonal overprint; face of card has printed notice that these 
envelopes were sold 10 for 11 cents (de piastre of Indochina). A set of these 
specimen-overprinted sample faces of Dubois stationery was pasted on a large 
placard, one of which was posted in each Indochina postoffice to inform the public 
as to what was available and at what price. In addition a set of the stamps was 
similarly overprinted and mounted on placard for posting in the Indochina 
postoffices. 
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d. 

Fig. 11. Dubois stamps used for printed matter:-
a) Cut-out of 2c vignette from a wrapper band with Saigon cancel. These 

bands in le, 2c, and Sc values are very rarely seen commercially used, but 
are common mint and cancelled to order. 

b) Sc stamp of 1st printing on a privately printed-address wrapper for 
mailing circulars or newsletter of a St. Pierre firm, to Halifax, April 
188S-at a time when the colony was surcharging stamps to make 
provisional Sc, the regular Sc stock having been exhausted. 

c) Printed notice of the death of the Governor of Senegal sent to the U.S. 
Consul at Goree; Sc stamp cancelled with "GOR" lozenge in blue-such 
very late use of the lozenge (after 1876) is rare and generally restricted to 
local printed notices, greeting and visiting-card envelopes, etc. (seen only in 
Guadeloupe, Reunion , and Senegal, to our knowledge). 

d) Sc of 6th printing on a greeting-card or notice envelope, St. Pierre to 
Halifax, April 1887 (perhaps an Easter greeting). 
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it is larger than the word "COLONIES" 
above it. The numeral tablet is centered 
in this preliminary design whereas in the 
final accepted model (Fig . 2, image 10 .6 
x 13 cm) it has been moved somewhat to 
the left. The lower end of the flag pole is 
hidden, whereas in the final version it is 
out in front of the seated figure. Other 
details are sligh tl y different from the 
final edition. The "definitive design" 
illustrated by Maury (Fig . 2), as ap­
proved by the consultative Committee, 
has Dubois ' personal signature below it. 
It has al l the alterations suggested by the 
Committee . 

Maury tells us that the original sketch 
(Fig. I) was drawn in crayon and then 
accentuated with sepia (wash) . One can 
see on the reproduction the fai nt pencil 
or pen lines which were drawn over with 
broad brush strokes (the sepia?). 
Maury ' s reprod uctions of the original 
sketch and the final model are the same 
size as the originals , in the dimensions 
cited above , and also in our Figs. I and 
2. (Maury mentions that Dubois drew 
them on ' ' letter sheets ''. ) Thus the draw­
ings were approximately six times the 
size of the stamp image , ( 18 x 22 mm) 
September 
which is about the usual ratio for models 
of French and French-colonial designs 
over the years. 

The photographic reduction of the def­
initive drawing to stamp size submitted 
for the use of the Mint Consultative 
Committee was apparent ly not in 
Maury's co llec tion and Dubois may not 
have retained a copy for himse lf. 

Before Dubois began the engrav ing 
task, he made a photo reduction of hi s 
final model-drawing, reducing it to 37 x 
45 mm, which is about twice stamp size ; 
this was not an unusual practice among 
stamp engravers , and is sti ll often done. 
According to Maury , Dubois then 
relief-engraved a die version in this (37 x 
45 mm) size in wood or copper. Proofs 
were pulled from this die and photo­
reduced to stamp size to see if the pre­
liminary engravi ng simplified details 
and spaced the lines enough to give a 
clear printing. Thus , any deficieneies 
evident in the oversize die cou ld be 
remedied in the final engraving at stamp 
size. Now this is a very unusual proce­
dure , and one which is not mentioned 
e lsewhere with reference to this case . 

Continued on page 312 
Fig. 12. Formula post card of Reunion with IOc Dubois stamp affixed for local 
town to town rate, St. Leu to St. Pierre, 1890. (See article by Stone on use of these 
cards in each colony, Amer. Phil. Congress Book 1973, pp. 193-202) 
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UNITED 
NATIONS 

NATIONS 

62247 
NEW YORK TO LHASA VIA THE U.N. 
by Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

Although the utilization of a United Nations stamp to carry non-philate lic mail is not 
uncommon , it is a little out-of-the-ordinary. Primarily a postal entity created to raise money 
from stamp collectors , most United Nations issues , aside from official usage, remain for the 
most part in mint condition. 

The illustration above depicts one of these uncommon uses of a United Nations 
stamp--in fac!, the most unusual the writer has ever seen. 

A post card bearing the United Nations 3 cent value issued on June 12 , 1953 (Scott No . 
17) , it was mailed at the U . N. post office in New York . Addressed to Gyantse , Tibet , it was 
to be forwarded from that city to Lhasa. 

Posted on June 24, 1953, it was received at the Indian post office in Gyantse on the 18th 
of August. Both postmarks are quite clear. 

Using a United Nations stamp to carry mail to Tibet, which at that time was under 
occupation by the People's Republic of China, a country barred from U .N. membership is 
odd in itself. Odder still , is the fact that the People's Republic in turn did not recognize the 
U . N. , yet the card was delivered. It is possibly a unique occurrence . 
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THE DANISH WEST INDIES-1777-1877 

It was just 100 years ago that the Danish West Indies joined the U.P.U., thus bringing to a 
close a strange and unusual period in its postal history. 

by Victor E. Engstrom 
B efore 1877, foreign mail out of the 
Danish West Indies was handled by 

the ships of all nations, most of it without 
going through the Danish West Indies post 
office. 

By Danish West Indies, of course, we 
mean the three small islands in the Eastern 
Caribbean discovered by Columbus in 
1493 and named by him the Virgin Is­
lands. Today they are the British Virgin 
Islands and the U. S. Virgin Islands which 
were previously called the Danish West 
Indies. 

Victor Engstrom specializes in the 
postal history of the D. W.I. and has done 
much original research in this area. A 
retired builder, he resides in New Jersey . 
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They comprise St. Thomas, 28 miles 
square, very hilly with a large , deep, 
well-protected harbor: St. Croix, 40 miles 
to the south, with 80 square miles of 
rolling country eminently suitable for rais­
ing sugar cane and St. John, the tiniest , 
with only 20 square miles and some ag­
ricultural value. 

St. Thomas, beautifully located for 
trade purposes , was ideal for the tall sail­
ing ships of the 17th and 18th centuries. It 
was closest to Europe and large enough to 
handle many ships at one time. There they 
could unload their manufactured goods, 
cargos of slaves and food , assured that on 
their departure they would be carrying a 
hold filled with sugar, molasses, rum and 
other goods brought to the island by 
smaller vessels plying the Caribbean area. 
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Even more important , St. Thomas pro­
vided safety from storm and pi rates. 

The name St. Thomas suggests English 
ownership , St. Cro ix Fre nch and St. Jan 
Dutch. Actually the islands were occupied 
or claimed by several nations during the 
years of exploration , until in 1754, Den­
mark , through peaceful means took pos­
sess ion of the three entities. 

Denmark needed sugar, as did all of the 
Scandinavian nations, and from these 
small islands they were able to produce 
enough of the sweet stuff to sati sfy their 
own needs with enough left over to supply 
Norway and Sweden. 

There was great prosperity under the 
first I 00 years of Danish ownership . So 
great, in fac t, that the term , " rich as a 
West Indian Planter," was synonymous 
with Danish West Indian plantation own­
ers. Change, however, is inevitable. 

Development of the steamship gradu­
all y made the tall ships obsolete. Steam­
ships were smaller and faster, thus allow­
ing them to pick up and de liver cargoes to 
many of the smaller Caribbean ports, 
eliminating the St. Thomas middleman. 

Then, early in the 19th centu ry, impor­
tation of slaves to St. Thomas was prohi­
bited , although slave owners could keep 
those they already had as well as the ir 
children. In 1845 , fo llowing a slave rebell­
ion, slavery was aboli shed and with it 
came the end of cheap labor. Beet sugar, 
readil y available in the European low­
lands, now came into direct competition 
with cane with devastating results. De­
mands fo r sugar from St. Croix drasticall y 
dec reased during the latter part of the 19th 
century, so drasticall y that plantations 
were abandoned with St. Croix and St. Jan 
go ing back to the bush. 

All of thi s had its impact on postal 
hi story . 

Between 1754 and 1809, years of 
Danish ownership , there were no Danish 
postmark s to identify mail fro m the 
D.W .I. We only know the pl ace of origin 
of letters sent from there through their 
contents. 

As earl y as 1783, a letter from St. 
Thomas to Liverpool mentions the long 
war with the U.S., and the writer advises 
hi s friend that mail to him should be sent to 
a merchant in St. Thomas who would have 
his new address in the U. S . Could thi s be 
an earl y forwarding agent? 
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A letter from a trave ller complains 
about hi s landlady, a Mrs. Boyle . Like her 
name, she is always in a stew! 

It was Napoleon who caused the change 
in D .W .I. postal hi sto ry during the 
Napoleonic wars of 1800-1 8 15 . By its 
geography, Denmark had to be allied with 
France, against Great Britain . Britain , 
therefore, could not let France take the 
D .W .I with its important strateg ic harbor. 
Twice in thi s period she peacefull y oc­
cupied the islands. It was during the sec­
ond of those occupations that post offices 
were established on St. Thomas and St. 
Croix, receiving the Fleuron cancelling 
devices from the G .P.O . in London (ca lled 
Ox-Homs in Scand inavia). The fi rst post­
mark on record is 1809, and comes in three 
types: The large St. Thomas, smaller St. 
Thomas, and a St. Croix similar in size to 
the smaller St. Thomas. These were in use 
about six years. 

The straight line St. Thomas postmark 
appeared in 18 15 when the British con­
cluded an arrangement with Denmark giv­
ing the British packet rights in the harbor, 
and the right to maintain a post office 
there. It was a privilege that became more 
important in later years. 

The straight-line St. Thomas postmark 
has been the source of much controversy. 
Some collectors fe lt that there were two or 
more types of devices . However, making 
transparent photocopies of quite a few of 
these reveals that they are a ll the same, but 
in various stages of disrepair. 

From 1820 to 1843, the British moved 
their packet offi ce and post offi ce from St. 
Thomas to a British-owned port , so from 
1820 to 1843 we again have no distincti ve 
D.W .I. postal markings. Instead , letter 
origins have to be identified from their 
contents and the receiving countries ar­
ri val handstarnp . Mail to the British Isles 
were postmarked in Falmouth , South­
ampton or London with " PACK ET­
LETTER" type markings, while mail to 
the U. S . had the contract rate stamped on 
the letter with , perhaps, one of the various 
" SHIP" markings. 

At Falmouth , a few ship letters were 
stamped " St. Thomas" in characteristic 
green ink . 

By 1843, the British finall y reali zed that 
St. Thomas was the place to have a packet 
offi ce so, under the old arrangement , the 
Royal Mail Stearn Packet Co. opened one 
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Fig. 1. Large St. Thomas fleuron, early usage 13 June 1809 . 
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Fig. 2. Small St. Thomas fleuron, 1810, 7'i due from addressee. 
and were supplied with various postmarks . 
First there were the arches (British arcs) 

in three varieties, large, medium and 
small. The small one is the good one. 
Alfred Birch, from the GPO records knew 
that a small one was issued, but never 
located one . They resemble a later circular 
date stamp and so may be missed. 

The crowned circles follow , in two 
types . In this case the single lined circle is 
the good one . It can be best identified by 
the word, " PAID" in straight line . In the 
two lined crowned circle it is curved. 

The stamp period of the D. W. I., 1865-
1877, is a beautiful period philatelically 
speaking. 

St. Thomas was first authorized to use 
stamps in 1865 and received a supply of 
the issues then current in England. Over 
those 12 years, 31 different stamps were 
put in use in 13 different denominations . 
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Among them are 179 plate differences. 
These stamps were cancelled by four dif­
ferent types of cancellers, making it an 
interesting and considerable field for the 
specialist. I don ' t know of anyone having 
all of the plate numbers. Oddly, some of 
the scarce British numbers are relatively 
common with the C-51 cancellation; for 
instance, the 4d plate 15 was supplied 
amply to St. Thomas. 

The four types of C-51 (Used Abroad) 
cancellations are the horizontal oval , the 
vertical oval, the duplex St. Thomas A, 
and the duplex St. Thomas B. 

For the last 15 years , I have been 
making an inventory of all C-51 cancella­
tions I could locate on stamps on or off 
cover. With the stamps, one can only 
identify the type , and of over 600 stamps 
examined by me and other collectors re­
porting to me, we have come up with the 
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percentages of each type . The earliest and 
the second types, the horizontal and the 
vertical ovals , each occur 2 of the time . 
The duplex St. Thomas A is found 49% of 
the time and the duplex St. Thomas B only 
3%. During the time I was working out 
these percentages, one collector reported 
on 140 additional stamps in his collection. 
It did not change my percentages. Over the 
same period I have also been making a 
running inventory of covers. I have con­
tacted all of the DWI specialists known to 
me, asking them to list their C-51 covers. I 
constantly check the auction catalogs, and 
the exhibitions . I catalog the covers by 
type of cancellation, date of British post­
mark and destination. This survey also 
confirms the above percentages of occurr­
ence. I have also been able to check 
frequency of destination . To date, about 
220 covers are recorded . Covers to the 
United States, the British Isles, the Carib­
bean and Italy are the most common. 
When we learn that the British P.O. in 
1867 was handling I 0,000 letters per 
month, it becomes apparent that not a very 
high percentage is still in existence . 
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Fig. 3. Green St. Thomas postmark used at Falmouth as arrival stamp 1842. 
Enlarging on the destination of covers to 
a foreign land over the years from 1754 to 
1917, letters to the U. S., England, and 
Germany are the most common. Obvi­
ously, letters to other destinations are the 
scarce ones. 

The Spanish Mail Packet is worthy of 
more than a passing comment. Letters to 
Puerto Rico and Cuba were carried on 
Spanish ships, but with British postal 
agents on board . They would cancel loose 
ship letters with a D-26 cancellation. On 
arrival they would be stamped S.TOMAS, 
or SANTO MAS . 

French packet mail is colorful from the 
D . W . I. After much negotiation , the 
French were permitted to have a post 
office in St. Thomas with the same harbor 
privileges as the British . They were per­
mitted to use French stamps, but all mail 
had to pass through the DWI post office . A 
charge of three cents per letter was col­
lected at first , but was dropped after a 
time . 

The French had a considerable packet 
system, identified by line and number. 
Line B passed through St. Thomas most 
frequently , and lines E and D are known. 
Line B had four ships, numbered 1-4. An 
octagonal marking without a "ligne" or 
number was that used by the consulate. 
Both octagonal and round markings were 
in use , stamped mostly in black , but occa­
sionally in red . 

The United States officially requested 
permission to open a P.O. in St. Thomas 
when the U. S. packets started calling at 
that port. This was O .K. 'd with the same 
restrictions as those for the French-that is 
the payment of three cents per letter with 
all mail passing through the D. W . I. post 
office. The U. S. declined . Before 1860 
mail to the United States was handled 
mostly by British packets delivering mail 
to Boston or Halifax. When the U. S. 
packets stopped at St. Thomas in the 60's, 
merchants and forwarding agents ordered 
supplies of U. S . stamps so that their mail 
could be prepaid for packet and inland 
charges. The D.W.I. postmaster, it is said, 
also carried a stock of U. S. Stamps for the 



convenience of his customers . 
Seen on DWI mail to the US are the 

varieties of the l 0¢ green and I 0¢ brown 
banknotes, the 5¢ Taylor, and the 2¢ and 
10¢ '69's. Also known is a Black Jack on 
newspaper and a 3¢ ' 61 on cover. There 
are always such perplexing problems. Was 
the Black Jack on newspaper applied in the 
U. S. on each paper of a bulk lot by an 
agent in the U. S. port of arrival ? Perhaps 
someday we' II know. 

Mention should be made of forwarders. 
St. Thomas was a center for importers 
and exporters; brokers buying and se lling 
other peoples merchandise. These mer­
chants were highly familiar with ship 
schedules and ship owners and it was 
natural for therh to post their own mail 
aboard departing ships. This would often 
be done for customers and friends with or 
without a fee. Those merchants who did 
forwarding had their own forwarding 
agent cachet. 

We have 63 proven forwarders in St. 
Thomas, and 39 probable ones , not count­
ing the man previously mentioned in the 
1783 letter to Liverpool. This total is 
exceeded only by New York and Amster­
dam . However, in many cases only one 
example is recorded . 

These forwarders, depending on their 
specialty , kept U. S . and French stamps to 
put on their letters as well as a supply of 
D.W .l. stamps when they became avail­
able , so that their mail would arrive pre­
paid . 

The business of forwarding grew to 
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such proport10ns that in 1846 the mer­
chants on St. Thomas started the 
FOREIGN LEITER OFFICE. It stayed in 
business until 1861. The man in charge 
would receive mail from the various mer­
chants and forwarding agents . Knowing 
ship movements he would then by-pass the 
British packets with their high charges . 
However, in its favor, the British system 
was reliable and dependable . The cachet 
of the Foreign Letter Office is always a 
backstamp and in black . 

When the Foreign Letter Office went 
out of business in 1861 it was succeeded 
by the St. Thomas Express office. The 
Express Office cachet , large and distinc­
tive , is known in blue , red, and black . It 
often has a manuscript date , but clear 
strikes are unusual since it is a back-stamp 
and usually falls on the break of a folded 
letter sheet or near the wax seal. 

Both the Foreign Letter Office and the 
Express Office cachets may be found with 
one or more forwarding agents. It seems to 
me that I have even seen an Express cover 
with three forwarding cachets. 

The Danish Post Office in the DWI was 
relegated to a back seat until the advent of 
the DWI stamps. Prior to that time, the 
duties of the postmaster was handled by 
the customs officer as an additional job. 
The British post office handled all the 
foreign mail with minor exceptions. 

Then, in 1855 the King of Denmark 
issued a proclamation directing the estab­
lishment of a post office and the sale of 
stamps to pre-pay the mail. It called for 
Fig 4. Letter from St. Thomas to Paris via British packet to South­
ampton, 1864. 
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offices to be established on St. Thomas 
and Christiansted and decreed that all 
domestic mail must pass through them. All 
foreign mail was subject to the three cent 
charge for local handling previously men­
tioned. 

The job of finding suitable locations, 
furnishing the offices, and training per­
sonnel took longer than expected, so that 
the post offices, instead of opening im­
mediately were not operational until the 
296 
first of April 1856. Therefore, the first day 
of sale of stamps in D.W.l is April 1, 1856 
not 1855 as listed in some catalogs includ­
ing Scott . Further the initial package of 3¢ 
stamps, pre-gummed, became stuck to­
gether due to the tropical climate. These 
had to be soaked apart and regummed. 
Only a few stamps were not stuck and must 
have been sold across the counter. Whey 
then , does Scott state that DWI # 1 is 
known only with original gum in mint 
Fig. 5. Duplex C-51 obliterator used at St. Thomas 1876, code letter A. 
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Fig. 6. Duplex C-51 obliterator, St. Thomas B, 1874. 



~ 
. \~\U/ 

• t ·1 
--u, * ;,; 

Fig. 7. The French Post Office in St. Thomas, showing the French Consulate 
octagonal marking, 26 Dec. 1874. 2 fr. franking, double weight to Paris. 
condition. As evidenced by a complete 
sheet in the Danish Postal Museum, the 
shade of the original stamp is distinctive 
and identifiable by the shade. The regum­
ming changed the shade of the stamps 
which are also quite distinctive in them­
selves. The thinking in Denmark is that a 
number of covers with # 1 were indeed 
franked by copies with the original gum. 
My copy of the 3¢ dark carmine white 
(original, transparent) gum, is without 
gum! Also, regummed stamps may have 
thins which occurred when attempts were 
made to salvage the stamps in their origi­
nal state. The regumming was done over 
the thins. 

Additional supplies of stamps were re­
ceived in 1866. In the first, older, issue the 
direction of the burelage was from NW to 
SE. This time the burelage was in a differ­
ent direction. One can remember these 
directions by mentally placing a stamp on 
a map of the United States. On the older 
stamp the direction of the burelage is from 
Oregon to Orlando. On the newer stamp 
the direction of the burelage is from New 
Hampshire to New Mexico. 

In 1874, three cent and four cent 
stamps were issued, perforated. These two 
stamps are truly classics . This leaves us 
with the cream of all DWI philately-the 
combination covers. Many different com­
binations are known, some of which are 
outright fakes. DWI stamps are also 
known in combination with U. S. , British 
and French. British stamps are also known 
September 1977 
in combination with U. S. and Curacao 
and there are others. It is recommended 
that all such combinations be expertized. I 
have seen some strange characters , in­
deed . 

The most common combination is U. S. 
and DWI. Its occurrence is normal in that 
both the DWI local postage and the U.S. 
packet and inland charges are prepaid. 
Many more might have existed, but for the 
fact that it was perrnissable to prepay DWI 
postage in cash at the P. 0 . window. In 
such cases the stamp was not affixed. 

D.W.I. and British combinations could 
occur on mail from St. Croix or St. Jan, 
where local DWI postage was manditory . 
This could also be true with DWI + 
French combinations. 

Two ways in which British plus U. S. 
combinations happened were; a letter from 
Puerto Rico franked with a U. S. stamp in 
Puerto Rico was sent privately to a forwar­
der in St. Thomas. The latter, learning that 
U . S. packet carrying it had gone aground, 
applied a British stamp and sent the letter 
on via British packet. Another way British 
and U. S. franking occurred was when a 
letter went by British packet to Halifax 
requiring a British stamp and then was 
put on a U.S. packet from Halifax to N. Y. 

On I September '77, with notice to all 
concerned, the D.W .I. joined the U.P.U. 
and from that date on assumed the han­
dling of all mail, domestic or foreign, 
bringing to a close an odd, albeit interest­
ing period of postal history. 
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SAMOA 

The Palm Trees Issues, 1886-1900 

By Robert Odenweller 

Continued from page JOO , Vol. 56 , No. 2, Sept. 1977 

Other Marks 
Also used by Davis was a straightline "Registered" mark which was applied in the 

same ink as the CDS. This first appeared in 1894 and is noticeable on the Hawkins 
covers (Fig . 40) . 

It appeared in blue on some of the bisect covers (Fig. 41), and returned to black 
with the cancellation two months later. A second type is known later, with the letters 
being shaped somewhat differently (Fig. 42). This second type is mentioned for the 
record although it is of relatively small importance as a mark philatelically . 

Combined Use of U.S. Stamps on Palm Trees Covers 
For many years there has been a difference of opinion concerning the reason and 

circumstances behind the combination use of U.S . stamps on Palm Trees Covers . The 
two schools of thought on the subject are divided between the belief on the one hand 
that the U.S. stamps were applied and canceled in the U.S .A. (San Francisco) and that 
on the other hand some U.S . stamps may have been applied in Samoa and canceled 
there . Other variations on the theme have been heard. It seems proper, however, to 
present here the theory which seems most likely as well as the substantiating evidence 
for it. 

Basically stated, I believe that any U.S. stamp used in combination with the Palm 
Trees on cover which is canceled by a cork (usually cut into a grid) was applied and 
canceled in Samoa. 

First it is necessary to consider why U.S. stamps were used at all. For Davis to 
secure the delivery of letters dispatched through his Post Office, it was necessary for 
him to enter into agreements with the Post Offices of other countries. As the stamps he 

v, REG\STE.Rf: 
7384 . 

t 

Fig. 40. A typical "Hawkins" cover. The "Registered" mark at the left, over the number 7384, is 
the only one used in Samoa until well after the fire. Here it is in purplish black. 
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Fig. 41. The Registered mark was one of the few survivors of the fire of April I, 1895. For the two 
subsequent months it was blue as was the Apia CDS. 
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Fig. 42. In the final years of the David Post Office, a different "Registered" mark appeared. This 
mark differs in shape and size from the earlier mark. 

used were printed by the New Zealand Government Printer and he had other dealings 
with New Zealand, it is only natural that he was able to make an arrangement with the 
Post Office of New Zealand . 51 By this arrangement ''Samoan postage stamps are 
treated in New Zealand as available for the prepayment of correspondence forwarded 
by way of that colony from Samoa to other countries.'' This arrangement took care of 
all mail to New Zealand as well as that to the Australian States, since it was routed 
there via New Zealand in most cases . 

Mail to and beyond San Francisco, however, was a bit more complicated . Through 
a special arrangement which in some way involved Mr. W. A. Cooper, a mail agent in 
San Francisco, letters from Samoa to San Francisco were a<-cepted without any further 

51. op. cit. Romney Gibbons p. 26. 
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payment necessary. Letters through San Francisco, however, were required in the 
earlier years to have a more universally recognized stamp as well. ln a book about the 
Samoa Express Stamps, Mr. R. B. Yardley quotes an official in the San Francisco 
Post Office (Cooper?) who, wiring in 1893, said that correspondence from Samoa sent 
via San Francisco had "United States stamps affixed either at Samoa or San Francisco 
and paid for by the Samoan office." lf this official's statement is correct, there must 
have been occasions when letters intended to be forwarded via San Francisco had the 
United States stamps attached in Apia, though no doubt the usual custom was that 
outlined in the letter from the secretary of the London General Post Office, i.e., ''to 
forward cash to cover the postage along with the correspondence . " 52 

Romney Gibbons further surmises that Davis might have been able to obtain " small 
supplies of stamps from American boats visiting Apia ... " to " save him all the 
trouble entailed in forwarding money along with the mail, but how far this was a 
regular procedure must, I fear, remain an open question . " 5 3 It now remains to 
examine a number of facts to see if the question may, indeed, be answered . 

First to be considered are the various U.S. stamps off cover which appear 
occasionally in auctions which bear a Samoa CDS, usually Type I. These are scarce 
enough in their own right and, although they probably date from the Express period, 
show that the idea of U.S . stamps being available and useable in Samoa was not an 
unusual one . 

More directly concerned with Palm Trees usage, however, is an interesting 
registered cover to London. It bears a shilling rate in the form of a vertical strip of 
three Samoa 4d stamps and one each U.S. lOc and 15c stamp (Scott 226 , 227) (Fig. 
43). This cover is unusual in that it is one of very few on which the Apia CDS was not 
used. Instead, each of the five stamps has an obliteration of the same uncut cork 
applied to it. No other marks are found on the stamps. A close-up of the cork strikes is 
provided for comparison (Fig . 44). The front also shows registry markings of San 
Francisco (three handstamped straight lines of type, unframed, but not touching any 

Fig. 43. All five stamps on this cover are tied by the same uncut cork. 

52. ibid. 

53. ibid. 
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Fig. 44. A close-up of the cork cancellations on the cover of fig. 43. Notice that the pattern of the 
natural creases in the cork is visible in all of the impressions. 

stamp) , of New York (a label), and of London (a red handstamp). If it is to be 
assumed that the U.S . stamps had been added in San Francisco rather than Samoa, the 
presence of the same cork obliteration on both of them as well as the three 4d Palm 
Trees makes a problem which is difficult to explain . In that case, the Samoan stamps 
would have to have been uncanceled when the letter left Samoa, the U.S. stamps 
added in San Francisco and then all canceled with an uncut cork rather than the 
presumably very available San Francisco oval or even the registry mark. This 
possibility is far more difficult to believe than the more obvious explanation of limited 
supplies of U.S . stamps being available and applied in Samoa. 

A similar cover owned by Mr. J. R. Hughes has the two Samoan stamps (ld and 2d) 
as well as the U.S. stamps all canceled with the same cork, but in this case it was cut 
into the usual grid. A San Francisco "Paid All" transit mark and Washington D.C. 
receiving mark are on the back of the cover. 
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A trio of commercial covers , all mailed the same day , provide even further insight 
into the question (Fig. 45). The first, a holograph signed letter and cover written by 
Robert Louis Stevenson to a relative, has the good fortune to be ~~e only triple franked 
cover known, due to a need to be forwarded . As Stevenson was a prolific letter writer , 
it is not surprising that he would have his own supply of Samoan stamps. The 
centering and impression of the 2 1/2d stamps is quite different from that on the second 
item mailed on the same day (Fig. 46). The important point, however, is that both of 
the U.S. 5c stamps (Scott 223) are from the same sheet as is obvious by shade and 
centering . Both are canceled by the identical cork grid. Finally , both are backstamped 
with a San Francisco CDS but neither shows on the front any marks from San 
Francisco . The third item, apparently a newspaper wrapper made from an envelope, 
has the same watery purple Apia CDS (Fig . 47). Since it is a Id newspaper rate, 
however, the corresponding U.S. postage of le was an unusual denomination and was 
probably not on hand in Apia . As seems to have been done in other cases where 
unusual quantities of letters or rates of postage required it, the newspaper appears to 
have been forwarded to San Francisco, where a postal agent (W . A . Cooper?) working 
in agreement with Davis, added the necessary postage. In this case the stamp was a le 
Columbian issue. It received a San Francisco oval cancellation and the wrapper did 
not receive a San Francisco CDS on the reverse as was the case for the other two. No 
cork grid appears on the wrapper, which, outside the San Francisco oval, does not 
bear any other San Francisco marking. It would seem that one or the other of the 
marks was required, but no cover has been recorded with both. 

Fig. 45. The most outstanding Palm Trees cover-written by Robert Louis Stevenson and triple 
franked by a necessity to be forwarded, the only one known. 

The use of the current Columbian issue as the presumed San Francisco addition and 
the earlier issues for those added in Samoa adds more weight to the argument. AU .S . 
Post Office would have on hand and use the latest issues more readily than would a 
distant agent less close to supplies. Many of the added stamps bearing the cork grid 
fall into a period where their use was superseded by subsequent issues in the United 
States . 

Other pairs of commercial covers are known mailed on the same date with many 
similar features (Fig . 48). The two covers have almost identical characteristics, with 
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Fig. 46. Mailed the same day as the cover in fig. 45, this bears a U.S. stamp from the same sheet and 
is canceled with the same cork grid . 

Fig. 47. The final item of the three mailed on the same day, this newspaper wrapper has the same 
Apia CDS as the other two. Presumably the unusual rate of 1¢ was not available in Apia so the 
Columbian 1¢ was added in San Francisco and canceled with the San Francisco oval. 

each stamp from the same sheet as its counterpart , the same Apia CDS , and the same 
cork grid . (See Fig . 32 for a close view of these marks) . The features of the U.S. 
stamps again speak strongly for local application . 

Finally in support of the theory, is a cover seen at the International Philatelic 
Exhibition in Munich in 1972, IBRA Miinchen ' 72. Addressed to Koln (Cologne), it 
had one each of the 1/2d and 2d Palm Trees stamps, both canceled with an Apia CDS 
dated Aug 16, 1893 , as well as a 5c U.S . canceled with the usual cork grid. The 
Samoan stamps were also tied with a San Francisco CDS dated Aug 31, 1893, but 
there was no San Francisco mark on the U .S . stamp . It would appear that the San 
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Fig. 48A, B. On this pair of covers, both mailed the same day, are U.S. stamps from the same sheet 
canceled by the same cork grid. 

Francisco CDS is only a transit mark and accidentally tied the Palm Trees in the 
course of being applied to the cover. If the U.S. stamps had been affixed in San 
Francisco, however , it would seem a bit odd for the foreign stamps to receive the San 
Francisco mark and for the U.S . stamp to have only the cork grid, which is not 
otherwise recorded to have been used in San Francisco in any case. 

A final point of illustration , this time showing the converse, is the Hawkins 
correspondence. At least 74 covers were mailed , all on the same day , Aug I , 1894, 
bearing either 51/zd (21/zd postage+ 3d registry) or 7d (not a genuine rate) in various 
combinations of stamps . All covers were registered and bear a wealth of marks, 
registry labels and even forwarding marks . All bear the same combination of U.S. 
stamps regardless of the Samoan postage - a I Oc and 3c, Scott 226 and 221, properly 
paying postage (Sc) and registration (8c). (See Fig. 40) . In this case, however, for 
such a blatantly philatelic demand , it would have been unreali stic for Davi s to have 
depleted his supplies and to have then been unable to handle the needs of regular 
customers. That this was some consideration to him seems borne out, since he seems 
to have availed himself of the option of forwarding the covers with the necessary 

(Continued on page 3 11) 
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The Clubhouse 

The Meeting of April 6, 1977 

NEW BRUNSWICK and NOV A SCOTIA 

Presented by Robert V. C. Carr 
A full house greeted Mr. Carr who had 
journeyed from Youngstown, Ohio, to 
present us with a large and interesting 
display of the stamps of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia . After a brief introduc­
tion, Mr. Carr opened his remarks with a 
short survey of the postal emissions of 
those classic British provinces. 

"The stamps of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia are often collected together 
since the provinces are adjacent and had 
similar postal requirements. In many 
respects, particularly with the pence is­
sue, the stamps are also similar in de­
sign. 

''In l 8S l, both provinces issued a 3d, 
a 6d, and a one shilling stamp. The basic 
design was a crown and floral one. New 
Brunswick had an orange 3d , a yellow 
6d , and a violet shilling-each value 
having two shades. Nova Scotia had a 
blue 3d , a green 6d, and a violet shilling . 
Again, each value had two shades. To­
gether, these engraved stamps are con­
sidered by many to be among the most 
beautiful of the classics. 

" The postal rates in l 8S3 necessitated 
the issuance of a 1 d stamp by Nova 
Scotia, while New Brunswick resorted 
to the use of bisecting. 

"With the currency change in 1860, 
New Brunswick issued a 1 c brown violet 
(two shades), Sc green (shades), lOc 
red-orange, l 2 l/2c blue , and a l 7c black. 
Nova Scotia issued a le black, 2c lilac , 
Sc blue , 8 1/2c green, lOc vermillion, and 
12 l/2c black-all on yellowish or white 
paper. 

" The oddities of New Brunswick in­
clude the rare 1 c imperf between and the 
one known sheet of the 2c imperf be­
tween, the largest multiple being two 
blocks of nine , one of which was shown 
by Mr. Carr. Of Nova Scotia, a minor 
oddity is the Queen's Earring of the Sc , 
and the imperf between of the 1 c- the 
September 1977 
largest multiple known, a strip of twenty 
which was also shown by Mr. Carr . 

" Bisecting was authorized by both 
colon ies for the pence issue . Bisecting of 
the cent issue, neither authorized nor 
needed , does happen occasional ly-a 
continuation of a past habit. 

"The cancellation studies of Nova 
Scotia pence are rather brief. Shown in 
the frames were barred ovals in black, 
one having an H (Halifax) . One oddity is 
the Baddeck cancellation with a Sc. 

"New Brunswick cancels mainly fol­
low the English numerical system, the 
number appearing in the right side of a 
barred oval . These were used even on the 
cent issue. Some of the numerals are 
extremely rare ; many, the only ones 
known . Often, a town carrcel can on ly be 
identified by these numbers." Mr. Carr 
displayed several of these unique pro­
ving covers that I ink the town to a can­
cel. 

' 'Without a doubt, the covers emanat~ 
ing from these two colonies are of the 
greatest interest. The pence covers range 
from scarce to unique, with quality a 
great factor. Occasionally one requires a 
battered cover with an unusual rate s im­
ply because none other is available. The 
local 3d rated covers of New Brunswick 
are the major source of the numerical 
cancellations . The use of bisects, alone 
or with other stamps , presents some 
great rarities, as has been shown in the 
frames . 

" The outstanding pence cover is a 
unique item; it is franked with not only 
the 3rd, but the 6d and shilling as well. 

"A complete listing of the rates and 
known covers as of fifteen years ago may 
be found in the great work of Nicholas 
Argenti, " New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia ." Recently reprinted, it contains 
a small addendum which he prepared. 

'' There is a greater variety of rated 
covers of the cent issues due to the 
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greate r number of stamps. Bisec ts on 
cent covers are quite rare , and many are 
faked ." 

Although he has never collec ted the 
stampless covers of these two colonies, 
Mr. Carr pointed out that the greatest 
research on them was done by Charles de 
Volpi . Too, much is fo und in the com­
panion book to Argenti , Green and 
Jephcott ' s, " Postal Hi story." 

The mos t interes ting story of the 
Maritime Prov inces is that of the Con­
ne ll Stamp which Mr. Carr re lated . 

''Charl es Conne ll was Postmaster­
General of New Brunsw ick in 1860 , 
when the currency change to the dec imal 
system necess itated a new issue of 
stamps. For unexpl ained reasons, Con­
ne ll 's portra it appeared on the Sc stamp , 
the most commonl y used . " The audac ity 
of it all , e tc . ' ' screamed the press and the 
leg islature, demanding hi s di smi ssal. 
Conne ll res igned , but not in di sgrace; he 
was later e lec ted to the leg islature. 

'' As tto the stamp itse lf, the re is much 
unexpl ained controve rsy , caused by var­
ious reports issued by his famil y, hi s 
post-offi ce secretary , and hi s son-in­
law. It appears that he, himself, burned 
the entire stock behind hi s home and 
saved one sheet. Naturall y, the stamp is 
very scarce. The re is one known pair , 
and probabl y no more than twenty de­
cent co pi es ava il abl e to co llec to rs. 
Another twenty o r so are around , but in 
poor condition. Cont rary to some re­
ports, no used copies are known. 

''The proofs are most interesting­
many appearing in a multipl e with the 
I Oc stamp-and in various colors. There 
are some die-proofs on card , and one 
albino proof (shown in the panes). Many 
of the color proofs have been pri vate ly 
perforated and passed off as leg itimate 
Conne ll s. In the I 890 's a red " speci­
men" proof was made-both in verti cal 
and the ve ry rare oblique (I have onl y 
seen one bloc k.) The pl ates were then 
destroyed in Ottawa. There are various 
fo rge ries of the Co nne ll- mos t are 
e ither perfora ted proofs o r poorl y exe­
c uted lithog raph s. Th e illu stra ted 
fo rgery is of spec ial interest to me, as its 
successful purchase at auction led to a 
great fri endship with the late Nicholas 
Argenti . As he had been an unsuccessful 
bidder in the auction, he did want thi s 
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photo for hi s book . A correspondence 
ensued , and I was pri vileged to make 
contributions to his book . 

'' The forge ry was made fo r the 
Greenslade Brothe rs in Toronto. So 
exac t was its measurements, espec ially 
the margin s, that the printer became 
suspic ious. The story should have closed 
with the destruction of the pl ates by 
order of Ottawa, but it didn ' t. The print­
e r's son made a copy from the d ie, after it 
had been twice slashed , by gravure. 

" I have in my collec tion "an imperfo ­
rate" Conne ll which is on different 
paper fro m the proofs and is so desc ribed 
by the daughter of Mr. Smithson Con­
ne ll ' s secretary . However, the printer 
has no records of such, and thu s there is 
another mys tery . 

" When the Gree ne and Jephcott , 
" Postal History" was written in the 
earl y 60's, I had the only signature of 
Conne ll. Now some of hi s letters and 
even a twice-signed promissory note 
have been fo und . In addition , there is a 
recently di scovered , ve ry fo rmal photo­
graph made in Bos ton." 

Mr. Carr went on to di scuss the Ex­
press Mail s . ' ' One of my later stud ies of 
the prov inces has bee n the Express 
Mails . Many years ago , I admired a 
small co llect ion of New Brunsw ick Ex­
press Mail s owned by Ed . Richardson. 
After obtaining it some years later, I 
became determined to make it the objec t 
of a deta iled study , espec ially the issues 
of Favor's Express (BN APS " Topics", 
Vol. 33, # 5, Sept. 1976). 

' ' Hi ram S . Favor conducted a steamer 
express from St. John , New Brunsw ick 
to Boston, and stopped at Eastport , 
Maine. There were labe ls (the three 
known are shown- two orange and one 
green), and various stampings in both 
red and bl ack ink . This period is between 
1845 and the earl y I 860's . Some of the 
enve lopes do not have the stampings , but 
might have " Per Favo rs Express ." 

. ' ' The forwarding agents of the prov­
inces present scant information, with 
ve ryfewornocovers. E . W. B. Moody, 
Yarmouth , N. S . was one agent who 
fo rwarded the one cover shown (Ex. V. 
Gree ne) . Kee le r ' s Readin g Roo m , 
H ali fax-produ ced the two cove rs 
known- the one I show has the name 



spe lled Keeler 's: the other is spel led 
Keefler's , and is in the possess ion of 
Max Guggenheim, Switzerland . 

'' Another early express was Ames and 
Co . Express. I have found only one from 
thi s outfit. It went from St. John , May 
1848 , to Boston . There is no other in­
formation on Ames. 

" The one recorded circu lar of 
Turner's American Express (ex. Greene) 
is shown-of the early l 860's it e ma­
nates from St. John . 

"The only recorded circular stamping 
(Ex. Greene) of Fishwick 's Co lonial 
Express, Dec. 17 , 1866 is illu strated, 
The firm was es tablished in 1857 . There 
is a late r Eastern Express envelope 
(name inked out) from a ship captain 
to hi s wife-with an unrecorded orange 
Fishwick label. 

"Several other expresses did ex ist , 
but with no stampings or manu script 
marking to identify covers. 

''There were remainders of the cent 
issues of both colonies with Arthur 
Bart lett of Charlottetown , P . E. I. , Stan­
ley Gibbons, and Scotts of New York 
invo lved. The one except ion was the 
Nova Scotia Sc. 

" In the early 1890's, there appeared 
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reprint s of the pence issue of both prov­
inces, printed in England-apparently 
by favor, since no records exist authoriz­
ing such act ions. The paper and color 
were changed, making it easy to differ­
entiate. Corner block s of four of the 
Nova Soctia reprints are shown. 

" As for forgeries, the great majority 
are lithographed and poorly done . I have 
several engraved forgeries of the pence 
types . However, the co lors are off and 
the changes of design are readily dis­
cerned. A considerable number of the 
pence issue can be found c leverly re­
paired , espec iall y the shillings . 

"The faking of covers is particularly 
noted with the bi sec ts-they mu st be 
carefull y studied. They have been found 
in the best of co llections! 

" Lastly , the Coombes Brothers of St. 
John managed to obtain some town can­
celers of New Brunsw ick, thu s we find 
some very neat Bull s-eye cance ls from 
some obsc ure towns on remainders. 
They also got the '' B'' cancel er of 
Chatham , and Blue-canceled almost ev­
erything." 

A brief question and answer period 
followed Mr. Carr's talk and the meeti ng 
was brought to a close. 
The Meeting of April 20, 1977 

UNITED ST A TES AIR MAIL ST AMPS 

Presented by Philip Silver 

The evening of April 20th was espe­
cia lly enjoyable and entertaini ng. Past 
President Philip Silver held the large 
audience with hi s informative and amus­
ing discussion of the first two issues 
( 1918 and 1923) of U.S. air mail stamps. 

The fo llowing is a brief rundown of 
Mr. Silver's remarks as he gu ided us 
through the meeting-room frames, 
well-filled with a fine show ing of the 
stamps, proofs, covers and postal his­
tory of these early emissions. 

The issues of 19 18 and 1923 comprise 
what might be termed the class ic period 
of Un ited States air mail stamps. The 
first stamps ushered in the air mail ser­
vice; the later ones were used as that 
service expanded. 

The 24¢ carm ine and blue stamp of 
1918 was issued in connection with the 
inauguration of the first regularly sched­
uled air mail route in the world on May 
15 , 1918. That route stretched between 
Washington and New York with an in­
termediate stop in Philadelphia. That 
stamp has a special interest for all United 
States collec tors because of what is 
probably the best known and most 
sought after error in 20th century phi­
lately, the 24¢ air mail invert. 

Because of that error, known only on 
the first printing, a second printing was 
quickly performed by the Bureau of En­
graving and Printing . For that printing, 
the word " TOP" in blue was added to 
the vignette plate . Shortly thereafter, a 
third printing was issued with the addi­
tion of the word "TOP" in red to the 
frame plate . All of the three printings are 
represented in the exhibit , a full sheet of 
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the first printing be ing a major att rac­
tion . 

Effec ti ve July 15, 19 18, the air mail 
rate was reduced from 24 cents for each 
ounce to 16 cents fo r the first ounce pl us 
6 cents fo r each additional ounce . Spe­
c ial delive ry service which had been 
included in the 24¢ stamp was also a 
feature of the new 16¢ stamp issued in 
green. On December 16th , the re was a 
further reduction to 6 cents an ounce . A 
6¢ stamp in orange color was issued fo r 
that rate change . Thi s was so lely fo r air 
se rvice ; if spec ial deli ve ry was des ired , 
it had to be pa id fo r in addition. 

The air se rvice between Was hington 
and New York was sho rt li ved . It was 
fo und by many users that serv ice by ra il 
was almost as quick [in some instances 
even quicke r] and much less costl y . 
Thus, on Jul y 18, 19 19, the Postmaster 
General issued an o rder terminating the 
se rvice . That order stated , however, that 
the pl anes would continue to fl y in order 
to pioneer and subsequentl y establi sh a 
transcontinental se rvice between New 
York and San Fra nc isco which, it was 
co nte mpl ated , wo uld eve ntu a ll y be 
linked to most major c ities in the coun­
try. First-class mail would be put on 
those pl anes on a space-ava il abl e bas is. 

The co llec tion shows a full range of 
postal hi sto ry of the 191 8- 19 19 period , 
including rare first day covers, a ll fl own , 
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fi rst fli ght and comme rc ia l covers, plus 
covers fl own to commemorate spec ial 
events . The stamps of the 16¢ and 6¢ 
issues are re presented by pos ition pieces 
and proofs. The proof of the 6¢ orange 
stamp is probabl y unique. 

The 1923 air mail issue consists of 8¢ , 
16¢ , and 24¢ stamps fo r the tra nsconti ­
nental se rvice sc heduled to begi n opera­
tion on Jul y I , 1924 . The count ry was 
di vided into th ree zones: New York to 
Chicago ; Chicago to Cheyenne , Wyom­
ing; Cheyenne to San Franc isco . The 
rate was 8 cents per ounce fo r each 
of the zones . Thu s, a le tte r to be carri ed 
fro m New York to San Franc isco would 
require the 24¢ stamp. The transconti­
ne ntal service, once begun , was never 
te rminated . It was the fo rerunner of a 
vast network that eventually linked not 
onl y the major c ities of the country but 
many smaller ones, as we ll. 

The co llec tion contains a show ing of 
various pos ition pieces fo r each of the 
three stamps of the issue plus a full range 
of postal hi story items. The covers illus­
tra te coverage of the three zones and , in 
some instances, the combination se rvice 
furni shed by pri vate cont rac tors whose 
lines were linked to the transcontinental 
governme nt route starting in 1926 . 

The very pleasant meeting adjo urned 
with the usual ques tion and answe r 
pe riod . It was enjoyed by all. 
The Meeting of May 4, 1977 

SPORTS ON STAMPS 

Presented by Ira Seebacher 

Because of c ircumstances too di ffic ult 
to obviate, our sc hedul ed spe ake r , 
Samade Khorc hid of Te heran , was 
fo rced to cancel hi s appearance. Ira 
Seebache r pinch-hit in hi s stead, show­
ing a large and varied cross-sec tion of 
hi s sports and rec reation phil ate lic co l­
lection. 

The top American (thematic or topic­
al) co llec tion of Fipex , Sipex and lnter­
phil , it has been pitted over the years 
against non-topica l as we ll as topical 
entries . 

Drastic changes have been wrought by 
F . I. P., the rule setter in international 
compet1t10n in the 20 years s ince the 
co llec tion was show n at FIPEX. They 
created a di ffe rence between topical and 
what they termed thematic co llec tions . 
Whe reas the topica l co llec tion attempted 
to di spl ay those stamps re lating to a 
ce rtain subjec t , the thematic co llec tion 
pursued the development or te lling of a 
theme which was then enhanced by di s­
pl ay in g wha teve r s tam ps mi ght be 
necessary to that theme. Obviously, 
where no stamp ex isted the theme suf­
fe red . On the othe r hand, if te n stamps 
ex isted it was and still is permissible to 
use onl y one of them , one which might 



be the least difficult or expensive to 
obtain. It real ly made no difference since 
little attention was paid to the magnitude 
of the theme and the philatelic v irtues 
used to develop it. It was paid , rather , to 
the interest the chosen theme created in 
the judges' minds. 

Knowing this, Mr. Seebacher's show­
ing emphasized that the collection, 
though topical, is both highly spe­
cialized and highly diversified as well, 
differing from the usual collections 
shown at the club only in the area 
selected for collecting . Otherwise, it is 
no more or no less arbitrary than the 
collections of one country 's stamps. 

Using all 20 frames , Seebacher pre­
sented alphabetically by country a repre­
sentation of sports stamps, stamps on 
cover , proofs, errors, essays, varieties, 
specimen overprints, designers' original 
drawings and essay projects . Included , 
too , was a sprinkling of local s, semi­
officials , U.S . and foreign revenues; 
precancelled sports issues and a few 
facsimile " brow lifters ." 

By now, Mr . Seebacher pointed out , 
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most countries have issued at least one 
sport stamp and today there are literally 
thousands of them. Therefore , those he 
showed in the frames were , of necessity , 
but a small part of the overall. They , 
however, made c lear pursuit constituted 
a worldwide search of considerable 
magnitude. 

At the tail end of his showing, Mr . 
Seebacher gave us a brief glimpse of 
other phases of the collection besides 
stamps on or off cover. There were 
examples of sports metered mail , mail 
with government applied sports cachets , 
Canadian and U.S. first flight covers 
bearing sports oriented cachets, pioneer 
aviation material reflecting long forgot­
ten aerial jousts for distance , altitude 
and endurance ; sports propaganda acan­
cellations (Visit Brighton For Bathing), 
special event cancellations; sports 
corner cards, covers and stamps autog­
raphed by sportsmen; U.S . and foreign 
postal stationery; sports vignettes mint 
and used on cover; TCY and maximum 
cards and various other miscellany . 

Surcease was happily achieved at 9: 10 . 
NEW MEMBERS 

No. Name Address Collecting Interest 

5004 R. Renee Bowden NYC Thum & Taxis , Palestine 
(reinstated) forerunners 

6015 Richard D. Carlson Fairborn , OH U.S. Postal History 

6016 C. Holden Bachner Gloversville, NY U.S. 1847-1940 & 1861-65 
cancellations 

6017 Robert Outlaw Chicago, IL Blackjacks, Scott ' s Cls of the 
World , Confederates 

6018 Charles Lang, Jr. Whitestone, NY U.S. Covers & Postal History 

6019 Borivoj E. Machaty Fresh Meadows, NY Pre 1870 especially Turkey and 
German States 

6020 Tom Geiger (Asso. Res.) Hazlet, NJ 1902 Benjamin Franklin 
One Cent Green 
309 



Book Reviews 
1978 Scott Standard Postage Stamp 
Catalogue, Vol. I and Vol. II , Editor­
in-Chief , James B. Hatcher. Vol. I - 786 
pages , Vol. II - 925 pages, plu s addenda . 
Flexible binding . Scott Publi shing Co ., 
530 5th Ave. , N.Y ., N . Y . 10036 . 
Availab le from dealers and the Scott 
Pub. Co. , $14.00 per volume. 

The Scott Stand ard Postage Stamp 
Catalogue swe ll s ever larger , as do the 
astounding number of new emissions, 
which continue to inundate the stamp 
world . This year Volume I has had to add 
55 more pages and Volume II, 28- 84 
pages in all. Even more astounding are 
the number of price changes-70 ,852-
to be fo und in these first two parts of the 
full four-vo lume who le . 43,296 changes 
are for I istings in Vo l. I and 27 ,554 fo r 
li stings in Vol. 11. 

Editorial changes are fe w thi s year. 
The Europa Common Des ign Types sec­
tion that appeared in the 1977 Vols . II to 
IV now inc ludes the Briti sh Commo n­
wealth nations and is a part of Vo l. I, 
making it no longe r necessary to hunt 
through various co lo nies to find o m­
nibus illustra tio ns . 

As usuall y seems the case, prices 
creep ever upward , especia ll y among the 
19th century c lass ics and earl y 20th cen­
tury issues. Few countri es show de­
creases. 

No table amo ng those that do a re 
Basutoland which shows decreases in 15 
items in the type varieti es of the 196 1 
provi s io na l surcharges. S imil ar de­
creases occ ur in Bec huanaland Protec to­
rate (th ro ugh most of its 16 1 changes are 
up). Bhutan and Cyrenaica. In Cyrenaica 
more than half the price changes are 
dow nward . 

Offsetting these few slippages are 
some spec tac ul ar ri ses. For exampl e , 
outstanding j umps are fo und in such 
ite ms as U. S . No. 5 , the 1851 Sc blue , 
type I. It hops $ 10,000 , soaring fro m 
$50 ,000 to $60 ,000 , Great Brita in , No. 
2 , the 2p blue leaps from $ 1,350 to 
$2,750 (double its former value). Those 
great c lass ics, the French tete beche 
emanations are even more spectacular. The 
1853 1 fr pair moves from five fi gures to 
six fi gures (85 ,000/$3 ,000 to $ 100 ,000/ 
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$40,000). No . 2b wings its way upward 
from $50,000 to $57 ,500 , 6c from 
$40 ,000/$3 ,250 to $47 ,500/$3 ,500 and 
8b from $110 ,000/ $70 ,000 to 
$120 ,000/$80 ,000 . Astronomical , in­
deed. 

Added to the catalog in the U .S. sec­
tion are several varieties of missing color 
or perforation as we ll as pricing for some 
previou sly unpriced errors and vari­
eties. 

Briti sh co lonies continue to hold the ir 
popularity with Au stra lia and New Zea­
land the heaviest in number of price 
changes. These , with their states and 
territories , add up to 26,320, not a small 
amount . 

Canada continues to fl y hi gh as do 
most othe r popul ar areas in the Briti sh 
sphere. 

Vo l. lJ shows the same type of move­
me nt . No tabl y, th e re is ext e ns ive 
repric ing in Be lg ium , France, Austri a, 
Cuba, Angola and Finl and to name a 
few . Belgium leads with 2 ,45 3 rev i­
sions, France foll ows with 2 ,228. C uba 
has been g iven a thorough working over 
and shows 1 ,254 changes as has Angola 
which has ups and down s. Even tin y 
Finl and boas ts 1 ,009 changes in prices . 

These are but a sample of the work that 
has go ne into produc ing these annu al 
vo lumes . Once aga in , Editor-in-c hief 
James B. Hatche r and hi s doughty crew 
mu st be congratul ated fo r the ir mass ive 
editing job-one that is not often easy 
and never stops the year round. 

(Ira Z wiefach) 

Postal Forgeries of the World, by H.G. 
Les lie Fletcher. Hardbound . 140 pages . 
Large format. Published by and ava il able 
from Harry Hayes, 48 Trafalgar Street, 
Batley , West Yorkshire WF 7HA , Eng­
land . 7 .00 plus postage. 

Thi s publication fill s a long ex istent 
need, for nowhere else can be found such a 
co mpre he ns ive trea tm e nt of pos ta l 
forge ries. The author, a retired Engli sh 
denti st and ardent student of all forge ries, 
originall y publ ished thi s work in a series of 
artic les in Stamp Lover, commencing in 
Volume 56 , Number Yi, fo r January/ 
February , 1964 . He based hi s articles 
large ly on hi s own collec tion and research. 



PALM TREES (Cont'd) 
payment to cover the postage, as in this case all the covers have U.S. stamps canceled 
with the San Francisco oval. 

Indeed the only uses of the San Francisco oval , or more rarely the San Francisco 
CDS, seem to be on unusual rates, large registered covers, or in this unusual high 
volume circumstance. After the fire , when U.S. stamps were no longer found 
necessary, perhaps through eased worldwide acceptance of flourishing new postal 
systems , no cork grids at all are found, and the few instances of U.S. stamps are 
always canceled with the San Francisco oval. The line of easy distinction between 
covers before and after the fire follows the pattern already observed for the stamps . 

(To be continued) 
Photographs are included of the genuine 
and forged stamps, not always of good 
quality, but points of comparison are also 
given. The items covered include the 
forged early classics of Spain , Roman 
States, Naples , and Lombardy-Venetia; 
the Stock Exchange forgeries of Great 
Britain; the various 2-cent Washington 
forgeries from 1894 onwards; airmail is­
sues of Chile ( 1934-38) and Ecuador 
(1945); and the wartime intelligence and 
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propaganda forgeries of Germany , Italy, 
Austria , France and Netherlands. In all, 41 
countries are represented. 

As the author points out in hi s introduc­
tion, there are certainly still other postal 
forgeries , however, his book will surely be 
the standard reference for these interesting 
stamps for some time to come . Collectors 
interested in postal forgeries owe a debt of 
gratitude to Leslie Fletcher's labor of love . 

(Carl Walske) 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK , N . Y . 10016 

Ira S. Zweifach ... ... ... . ... . . ....... . ........ . . . President 
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John R. Boker, Jr. 

Governors 

Class of 1978 
H. D. S . Haverbeck 
Nonnan S. Hubbard 
William H. Miller, Jr. 
Robert P. Odenweller 
John D. Dowd 
Ernest E. Fricks 

Trustees 

Class of 1979 
Herbert J. Bloch 
John R. Boker, Jr . 
Albert H. Higgins 
Louis Grunin 
Bernard D. Hanner 
Ernest Wilkens 

H. D. S . Haverbeck Philip Silver 
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FRENCH COLONIES (Cont'd) 

However , there are hints in the lite rature 
that some earl y 20th Ce ntury French 
stamps may also have been thus en­
graved in two steps. In fact , we have two 
pro ve n exa mpl es o f it fr o m th e 
co lo nies-Con go 1900 a nd So ma li 
Coast 1915 issues-for which die essays 
o r proofs at two or more s izes are known 
(see illu strati o ns and di sc uss io n by 
Stone, Essay-Proof Journal # s 89, 90 , 
133 and 134). 

Finally Maury shows us die proofs of 
three stages in the making of the stamp . 
The first is from the master die w ithout 
numeral of value (the numeral space was 
uncleared hence printed in so lid co lor on 
the proof) , on indi a pape r in bl ac k (Fig. 
3). Secondary dies, copied from the 
master die by mean s of co in press trans­
fe rs to lead blocks which were the n 
e lec trotyped , were made by the printery 
in suffic ient number fo r eac h denomina­
tio n e nvisaged and pro babl y several 
spares . On these the numerals we re en­
graved , most likely by staff engravers of 
the printery or Mint. 

The first of these second ary dies was 
of the 25c , a proof of which is shown by 
Maury (Fig. 4) . This va lue was the o ne 
shown on the orig inal sketch and model, 
312 
but it may only be a co inc idence that thi s 
was also the first di e value . In some 
other French and coloni al stamp engrav­
ings the fi rst nume ral to be e ngraved was 
for the denomination most needed , to get 
productio n underway with minimum de­
lay . In some cases thi s denominatio n 
was eve n e ngraved o n the master di e. 
Apparently, in the Dubo is production, 
that was not the s ituation . Rather, we 
think , the cho ice of the 25 on the orig inal 
sketch and mode l was to visuali ze how a 
two-dig it number would fit c learl y into 
the des ign . Co nte mporary anno unce­
ments of the new issue in the journals 
impl y that all the deno minations we re 
sent to the colonies at the same time , 
hence no priority fo r the 25c. 

Be that as it may, the first die of the 
25c was rejec ted , by the printery pre­
sumabl y , because the numeral s were 
deemed too large and thick fo r a c lear 
and handsome effec t. It was redone with 
the results show n by anothe r die proof in 
the Maury co llection that is identica l to 
the printed stamps. All the other de­
nominations were made in the same way 
with thinner smaller numerals, which 
Maury illustrates in a set of die proofs 
printed in black on india paper. 
(To Be Continued) 
1977 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 21 - THE FIRST HUNGARIAN STA MPS & THE CLASSICS OF 

19TH CENTUR Y H UNGARY-Gary S. Ryan , Northwood, 

England 

October 5 

October 19 
November 2 

November 16 

December 7 

December 21 

TURKEY, 1863-64, Tewfik Kuyas , Istanbul , Turkey 

MAURITIUS, Hi royuki Kanai, Ashi ya, Japan 

UNITED STATES , 1861-68 ISSUES , William K. Herzog , 

Saginaw , Michigan 

HONG KONG & WORLD WA R II , Peter Shek , Staten 

Island , N. Y . 

WAR COVER CLUB , Theo Yan Dam, Moderator 

BOARD of GOVERNORS' OPEN HOUSE 



·~~!!!!!!!!!!!PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 

Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

UNITED ST ATES 

United States, The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59 - 'M. I. Neinken, 1960 . $10.00 0 
The Pony Express - M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962 . $10.00 0 

United States, The Sc Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 
H. M. Goodkind, 1965 $ 2.00 0 

CONFEDERATE STATES 

Civil War Prisons and Their Covers - E. Antrim, 1962 $10.00 0 

OVERSEAS 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues- F. E. Patterson, III, 1965 . 

Corrientes, The Issues of 1856-59 - L. Stich, 1957 . 

French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues - C. Neidorf, 1953 .. 

Honduras, The Black Air Mail - I. I. Green, 1962 

Philatelic Handbook for Korea, 1884-1905 - Korea Stamp Society 

Manchoukuo - H. K. Zirkle, 1964 

The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History - N. Hals 
and P. Collas, 1968 .. .................. . .. .. . ........ ..... . 

New Zealand, 1898-1900; Great Barrier Reef Island Pigeon Post Stamps -
J. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind, 1969 . 

A Postal History of Spain - T. Van Dam, 1973 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes 1 to 50, 

$10.00 0 

s 2.00 0 
s 1.50 0 
$ 1.00 D 
$10.00 0 
$10.00 0 

$10.00 0 

$ 5.00 0 
$12.00 D 

1922-1971 - E. C. Wilkens and J. D. Dowd. 1972 $10.00 0 

Reprint of the First Scott Catalog, 1868 - 21 pages $ 2.00 

SPECIAL TO MEMBERS: 25 % DISCOUNT ON ANY BOOK 

ORDERED FROM THIS PAGE 

'~-=-=THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. I 0016 

D 
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALES OF QUALITY 
UNITED ST ATES & POSSESSIONS 

FOREIGN 19th & 20th CENTURY ISSUES 
CLASSIC STAMPS OF THE WORLD 

POSTAL HISTORY 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Our descriptions will meet your expectations 

CATALOG FREE UPON REQUEST 

We offer expertise and reliability backed by over forty years of 
professional philatelic experience. 

Important properties solicited for future sales. 
Substantial advances available-no hidden selling fees. 
Appraisals for Estate , Insurance and Sale Purposes. 
Call L. K. Robbins at (212) 594-2378 for details 

ROBBINS AUCTIONS, Inc. 
147 West 42nd Street A New York, N.Y. 10036 
Covers 
Fine Stamps 

Proofs, Specimen Stamps 
Postal History and Specialized 

Material of all Countries 
Valuations for Insurance, Probate and Sale 

When in London visit our showrooms and offices. 

Inquiries invited - ensure that your name and interests are recorded in 
our Register of Specialists. 

Argyll Etkin Limited 
55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WlY 9DG ENGLAND 
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Catalog 3 weeks be fore sales . 
BY MAIL : Send name, a ddress and $1. 

U.S. # 47, mint , P . F. ce rt if. Sold 
tor $2200 in Apr il 1977 sale. 

# 533 
I buy 
rare covers 

and 
pay 
top dollar! 
If you have a cover 
or a postal history 
collection for sale, 
call or write 
Al Zimmerman 
today. He is ready 
to offer the best 
price, fastest 
payment, and the 
most courteous 
service. 

Al Zimmerman 
212/822-7333 

843 Van Nest Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10462 
September 1977 
PHILATELIC LITERATURE II 
Armstrong U.S. Co il Issues 

1906-- 1938 ............. . . . .... $ I0.00 
1922 Defi niti ve Issue 

Wash .-Franklin heads 
Baker, Indiana Postal History (2v) 
Brazer, Essays & Proofs. Reprint 
Brookman. 19th Century 3 volumes . 
Herst-Sampson Fancy Cancels 
Thompson, County Cancels . 
Doane , County & PM Cancels 

(Billig) 
Hargest, Hi story o f Letter Post Orig. 
U.S. MAILS & POST OFFICE 

ASST. 2V. 
Gobie , The Speedy .............. . 
Markovit s, I Oc Registry Stamp 

& Biblio. 
Johl , 20th Century U.S. Reprint 
American Revenue Assn. 

Various Jmls. . ........... . 
BILLIG HAN DBOO K, I set 
De T huin , A C lass.ic Forger . 

N.Y.S. Residents add TAX . 
Postage Extra .50 

I0.00 
10.00 
75.00 
25.00 
POR 

10.00 
10.00 

10.00 
50.00 

395.00 
17.95 

5 .00 
35.00 

100.00 
295.00 
120.00 

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD. 
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 

P.O . BOX 89 1 
MIDDLETOWN , N.Y. 10940 

914-343-2174 
Mastercharge or Bankamericard 
accepted on orders uver $50.00 . 
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OCTOBER 5-6 AUCTION 
FINE CANADA 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
THE PROVINCES 

U.S.A. 
FOREIGN 

BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH 

Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 
Subscription to Catalogues 

and Prices Realized for next 
20 Sessions - $10 

(Ontario residents add 7% S.T.) 

J. N. SISSONS 
LIMITED 

37 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO, 
CANADA, M5C 1 E9 

Cables : Sistamp, Toronto. 
Phone 4 1 6 - 364-6003 
RURAL FREE DELIVERY 

COUNTY SYSTEMS of R.F.D. 
by 

EDITH R. DOANE 

206 pp; 83/4 x 111/2 
Hard Clothbound Cover 

Illus., Bibliography 

$15 Postpaid 

Order From 

J-B PUBLISHING CO. 
430 Ivy Ave. 

Crete, Nebr. 68333 
OCT. 4th & 5th 
the 

WILLIAM WYLER 
COLLECTION 

Part I 

U.S. Stamps & Covers 
U.S. Possessions 

at the 
Parker House, Boston 

CATALOG GRATIS 

With Prices Realized $1.00 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
CO., INC. 

Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Stanley J. Richmond , Proprietor 
What do you need most? 
Maybe I have it. 

No harm in asking. 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N.Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 
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SELL TO A PROFESSIONAL 
WHO APPRECIATES YOUR PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE AND KNOWS 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT 

WE BUY FROM A-Z 

A Air Mail Cover Collection 
B Ballon Monte, British Collections 
C Classics of the World 
D Danish West Indies , Denmark 
E Europe (West). 

collections, accumulations 
F FDC (better) all countries 
G Germany 1849-55, Michel 

items our specialty, Colonies, Saar 
H Holdings of all kinds 
I Israel and forerunner collections 
J Japan Spec. collections & early covers 
M Mint sheets U.S. & West Europe 
N Netherlands & Colonies, early covers 

PA YING TOP DOLLAR 

0 Oldenbu .-g covers 
P Postal History collections 
0 Quality stamps of all countries 
R Rarities of all countries 
S Stampless covers and collections 
T Thematic collections 
U U. S. Collections, covers, sheets, plate 

blocks, stampless collections 
V Vatican collection, high values 
W War covers 175b- 1903 
X X-Rated Stamps are not wanted 
Y Yemen covers 192b-1939 
Z Zeppelin covers, collections all 

countries our specialty 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS Mail insured or registered for our inspection with 
price or our h i ghest offer is Air Mailed to you 24 hou r s after receipt of your 
property. Material is held intact pend i ng your decis i on . No lists please. Min . 
Sh i pment $100. 

ARTHUR A. FALK 
OFFICE: 380 No. Broadway, 

Jericho, N. Y. 

Mailing Address: ~ 
P. 0. Box 232, JERICHO, N. Y. 11753 

Tel. 516-433-0066 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EX.ffiBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color SlideJ 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for tht1 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

1 Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
September 1977 
What? 
You are interested in 
Postal History 
And you are not on the 
Postal Cover 
Mail bid sale mailing 
list! 
By all means ask 
for our next catalogue. 
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ARE YOU ON OUR 
MAILING LIST? 

WE OFFER 
FREQUENT 

MAIL SALES 
FEATURING 

WORLD WIDE 
COVERS 

POSTAL HISTORY 
SALES, INC. 

(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR 
STAMPS AND COINS, INC.) 

764 West 181st Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

U.S.A. 
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POSTAL HISTORY 

UNITED ST A TES 
AND 

FOREIGN 

Quality Covers for the Specialist 

RICHARD J. MICCHELLI 
POST OFFICE BOX 248 

MOUNTAIN LAKES, N . J . 07046 
SWITZERLAND - MEXICO - HEBRIDES - AUSTRIA? 
Pre-stamp or stamps on and off cover? 

You are right, we cover a wide field-in fact the whole world, with early 
material. 

We are not specialists in any one country-neither do we charge spe­
cialists' prices and the exchange rate of the Pound helps further. 

It will pay you to register your wants with us-we may surprise you with an 
approval selection. 

Customers unknown to us, references please. 

To make a transaction simple for you, we maintain current accounts in New 
York and Toronto. 

Leo Baresch, Philatelist, 
120 Church Street, 
Brighton, BN1 1 WH, England. 

Members of APS, ASDA, CC of N.Y. and SNAPS. 

U.S.A. Agent: John F. D. Baresch, 
P .0. Box 383, 

Burlington, Mass. 01803. 



Rocelter A/G (Peter Holcombe) 
Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004, Switzerland 

Barbados 1858 , 6d Deep rose red , lrnperf, Scott #8 , unused no gurn . . . . $ 375.00 
Barbados 1878. Id on 5/, used , Scott #57 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Canada 1859 . 17c Deep blue, Imperf single , SG #42a , V. Rare . . . . . . . . $ 
Cey lon 1861 , l / s Perf. , uni ssued , Scott # 35 , Unused OG ... . ... . . . . . . $ 
Grenada 1883, Y2d/ ld unsevered pair. used , Scott #1 5 $ 
India 1856 , 1/2 anna blue, Imperf single, SG #37a . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Natal 1857, Ip Blue , Superb , used , Scott #5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
St. Vincent 1863 , 4p Deep blue , fu ll OG. superb , Scott #6 . . . . . . . . . $ 
St. Vincent 1869 , 4p Deep ye ll ow, fu ll OG , superb, Scott #7 . . . . . . . . . $ 
Ugand a 1895, 50c Black (Narrow) SG #34 , Scott #33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Palestine 1918 , !pi Cobalt , unused , Scott # 3A . . $ 
Ind . States (Alwar) 1899, '!t a Ernera ld (W ide spac ing) OG. superb , V. Rare. 

325.00 
950 .00 
220.00 
300.00 

85 .00 
450.00 
200.00 
250 .00 
200.00 
160 .00 

Scott #4B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 160 .00 
Ind . States (Charkhari ) 1894 , 4a Green, Scott #3 , V. Rare . . . . . . . . $ 1,200.00 

Other f ine items in stock . Inquiries are welco111e. references please. 
WHY BUY NEW ISSUES FROM LONDON, ENGLAND ? 

London is the center of the world stamp trade . Dealers in Great Britain's capital 
city are at the hub of the phil atelic world, so they see more, sell more, and are 
'bang-up- to-date .' 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED operates a comprehensive mint New Issue Service to 
any address on the globe . It's a specialist service for the knowledgeable and inter­
ested serious collector keen to buy stamps at the never-cheaper new issue prices. 
Dealing with every Post Office in the wo rld is beyond the capac ity of most collec­
tors - but not beyond D avid Field Limited, who have a network of contacts built 
up since thei r establishment in 1884. 

When there is a "short" issue wi th a limited life and small print the desks of the 
DAVID FIELD N ew Issue Service act as a temporary resting-place for just so 
long as it takes to wing them out to our standing order clients. Of course, clients 
get all the regular issues too, fro m eve ry nation on earth , hera lded or unknown, 
popular or unjustly ignored - whatever they order. 

So, think. Are you really satisfied with your present supply of New Issues ? D id 
you receive a ll those varieties ava il able in London bu t not offered elsewhere ? 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED would be glad to assist you with your collection . 

Please write for a persona l reply to : 

FRANK SPENCER, 

DAVID FIELD NEW ISSUE SERVICE, 
42 BERKELEY STREET, LONDON W IX 5FP 
GREAT BRITAIN . . . and let us do the worrying. 

P.T .S. B.P.A. 
319 



THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

PUBLICATIONS 

By J. R. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
Postal Historv of Port Phillip District . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
The "Emblems" of Victoria .......... ... . . .......... .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . 
Victoria: The Postage Dues ... . . . ... ....... ... . ........ ... . .. ..... . 
Victoria: " Bullerfl.v" and " Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-55 . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . 
Victoria: The "Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856- 1912 . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . ... . 
Victoria: The " Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 . . . . . . . .. ... . ... .. .. . 
Victoria: 1901- 12 Issue (The Jd ., 4d., and 5d. Values) . . ... . .... . 
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks ... ... . .................. . . . . . . . ..... . 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols 1-X, 1949-58 ... . . .. ... . . 
Philately from Australia: Cumul ative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 . .. . .... . .. . . . . 
The Postal Histor_v of Barakoma Airfield, Rev . A. H. Voyce .. . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . 
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbe ll , F.R.P.S.L. , 

J. R. W. Purves, F.R .P.S .L. , L. C. Vi ney, F.R.P.S.L. ..... . . .... . .. ....... . 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations , Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell , 

F.R.P.S. L. $5.00. First Supplement . . . . . . .. . ... . .... .... ..... . . . . .. . .... . 
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F.R.P.S .L. . . . . . 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
60 1LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

$3 .50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2. 50 

$ 10.50 
$ 10.50 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.50 
$ 1.50 
$2 .00 

$10. 50 

$1.50 
$3. 50 
1977 - Our 59th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each year Our Public auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material ! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, 
attention: Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your 
instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and 
our buyer can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533-0790 

" Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate cash 
payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited . 

Fair treatment is a/wavs assured 
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PACIFIC ISLANDS 
MALAYA, BORNEO 

Covers, Proofs, Specimens 
Postal History 

If you are looking for the above from 
any of the British, French, German or 
US Pacific Islands, New Guinea, 
Malaya, Brunei, Labuan , Sarawak, 
North Borneo-write to me. 

References please . I'm also in­
terested in purchasing similar mate­
rial. 

P.O. Box 5950 G HOWARDLEE £ 
New York, N.Y. 10017 ~D~ 
ST. VINCENT 

An extens ive collection of early 
St. Vincent has been acqu ired and a 
list of the better items will shortly be 
issued and sent to all those interested 
in scarce single stamps or speciali st 
material . 

A collection of early perforation 
varieties will be offered intact while 
an extensive postmark section will 
be broken up so that " Peruvian 
Yale, " "Mayrean " a nd other 
rarities can be offered by them­
selves . 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross, 

Winchester, S023 9RX, England. 
September 1977 
ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS 

25 10:00 la 

25 14:30 IB 

25 15:30 II 

26 10:00 Ill 

26 16:00 IV 

27 10:00 v 

28 10:00 VI 

25-28 OCTOBER 

THE PREFE RENCE COLLECTION 
including that fa nned by the late Revd . 
Paul B. Freeland of U .S .A ., specialized 
stud ies o f France, German and Italian 
St ale s, Spa in . S w it ze rland. Lalin 
America , U. S .A. and Hawaii including 
some formed by the late Warren H. 
Colson of Boston. 
The BRITISH EM PIRE section strong 
in Great Britain. North America , Cape of 
Good Hope with studies formed by G .P. 
Bainbridge o f Vancouver and the late 
Ric hard Robert s of London. 
AFRICANA compri s in g the unique 
G . B. Willia ms collec ti on of Rhodes ia 
postal hi story, the Van Oordt orig inal 
Africana corresponde nce. superb Cape 
lri angulars and a splendid collec ti on of 
So uth West Africa . 
EU ROPE with rare mint and used , 
blocks of c lass ics from Col. Ed ward 
Howland Green ' s collection. the G.A .R. 
Spe nce cancell ations, Napoleonic cov­
e rs, France " used abroad ." the " Bem­
berg" France and Switzerland , the H. V. 
Farmer Greek classics and great rarities 
of Tuscany etc. 
H E LIGOLAND - a fine specia lized 
study - over 200 lo ts. 
R USSIA & ASIA including the" Hand­
fo rd " collection of Zemstvos. the " Kel­
ler" Poland , the " Radue" Yugoslavia ; 
fine Manc huri a , China and libel, the last 
with re markable covers. 
CYPRUS - specialized and Gibraltar. 

Catalogues by airmail $3 each -
seven catalogues $20 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE 
THEY SELL BEST 

ROBSON LOWE 
INTERNATIONAL LTD., 

50, PALL MALL, 
LONDON SWJY SJZ, 

ENGLAND 

Cables: " Stamps London SW I" . 
Telex: 915 410, V.A.T. No. 239/4486/3 1 
321 



Fine covers and postal history material of 
most countries. Unusual rates and usages 
of adhesives on cover - combination 
covers - used abroads - specialist mate­
rial of all kinds . 

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of 
the Commonwealth group, proofs, essays 
and specimen stamps . thirty years' experi­
ence of handling top quality material is at 
your service. 

RITCHIE BODILY 
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE 

LONDON, NW3-5L8 
(01-435 8425) 

Callers are welcome, but by appointment 
only please. 
HOW TO SELL 
YOUR STAMPS 
AT AUCTION. 

Send fo r a free deta iled brochure. 

WAVERLY 

TRADING 
COMPANY 
Licensed Auctioneers 

Box 78-A 
Waverley, Mass. 02179 

617 - 923-9716 
/ Do Not Se ll Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and as 
long as you have fun with your stamps. 
But when you get tired of a collection 
because it has reached its goal, when 
you want to start in another philatelic 
field, do not hesitate to dispose of the 
"finished" collection. In this way you 
will obtain additional funds for pur­
chases in your new field. When you 
decide to sell, talk with a dealer whom 
you have trusted with your purchases. 
He is the right man to sell for you the 
items he has once sold to you. We are 
always happy when we can give advice 
and help of this kind. Contact us when 
the time is ripe and we will do our best 
to arrange a satisfactory sale of your 
material, either by private sale or by 
auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
10 East 40th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02109 
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UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

BRINGING BUYERS AND SELLERS TOGETHER 

Philatelic Properties Solicited 

for Outright Purchase or Auction 

CALL 1 - 800-225-6276 TOLL FREE 

148 STATE STREET 
BOSTON. MASS. 02109 
September 1977 323 



Classics Since 1843 

Zurich "Numerals, " " Double Genevas ," " Basel Doves ," 
"Rayons ," " Silk Threads ," "Helvetias " and all the rest , 
have been favorites of philatelic connoisseurs for well 
over a century. 

Because of thi s consistent , uninterrupted worldwide 
popularity , values of these classics make them avail­
able today only to affluent collectors . 

Yet, you can enjoy modern masterpieces from Switz­
erland with complete confidence that their value will 
continue to rise because demands are continually 
growing as more and more collectors appreciate 
superb design , outstanding production and general 
interest . 

And the best part of it is that collectors may obtain new 
issues directly from the Philatelic Service Office of the 
Postal Administration in Bern at face value , without 
handling fees or return postage charges. For those who 
want to eliminate the bother and costs of ordering new 
sets and first-day covers as each of the four annual 
special sets (and such definitives as are required for 
rate changes) are issued , the Swiss have a convenient 
" subscription service ." One merely remits $20 , which 
pays for TWO sets of each issue per year . Face values 
of ordered items are charged against this account and 
sent to subscribers automatically. When funds are 
depleted, you may replenish them . It's that easy . 

Philatelic Service Office, PTT 

3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND. 
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COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

n.w l:n,lanJ Stamp 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Florida 33940 
September 1977 
CONCORDE 
AFAR-1969, 100F., Imperf. (C56) $ 8.00 
CAMBODIA-S/Sht. 2.50 Imperf. . . . 5.00 
FRANCE-1976, 1.70 imperf. (C48) .. 15.00 

Same-Trial Color . . . . . 15.00 
Same-De Luxe Sheet ... 45.00 
Same-Die Proof, rare . . . . P.O.R. 
1976-2.20F, De Luxe ... 25.00 

LAOS-Gold-3000 Perl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.00 
NIGER-1972, 100F imperf . . 8.00 

Same-Trial Color, ea. . . . . . . . . 10.00 
Very fine selection from other countries incl. 
Trial Colors in Shts. of 10, (Fr. Colonies), Die 
Proofs (20 only) etc. Please write for details . 

COPERNICUS 
CAMEROUN-250F, Imperf. (C220) . 9.00 

Same-De Luxe Sheet . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.00 
Same-Die Proof . . .. 135.00 

COMORE-400F, dble. surch. (C93) .. 42.00 
FRANCE-1 .20 Imperf. (1416) ....... 40.00 

Same-Trial Color .... 40.00 
Same-Original sheet of 25 ........ P.O.R. 
Same-Die Proof . . . . . . . . . . . ..... P.O.R. 

Cash with order-Subject to prior sale! 
We have a very fine selection of other lm­

perfs., Trial Colors, Die Proofs (20 only!) etc. 
and almost all other Topicals . 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P.O. Box 448 

Monroe, N. Y. 10950 
WE BUY: 
Collections - U. S. & Foreign 
Accumulations 
Dealers Stocks 
Individual stamps in the scarce to rare range 

Most of our offers are accepted. 
It must be the high prices we pay. 

Ship or bring it in for a prompt offer. 
Everything held intact pending your acceptance. 

' . 

w 15 

) 
) 

I ) 
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I WORLD WIDE J 

1111111111111111111111111111 ) 
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For Quality U. S. A., Canada, Great Britain and British 

Commonwealth of the Classic Period, please contact 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in 

this area. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED 

I THE ADELPHI 

JOHN ADAM STREET 

STRAND 

LONDON WC2N 6AP 

Tel 930 1688/9 

Cables: LEAST AMPS. 
SWEDEN 
BUYING 

SELLING 

WANT LISTS 

The Swedish Specialist 
(and Scandinavia) 

JAY SMITH 
P.O. Box 5485 

Madison, Wis. 53705 
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NORMAN R. SCRIVENER 
PHILATELIST 

SERIOUS BUYER OF STAMPS 
& COVERS OF THE WORLD 

(201) 731-3668 
P.O. Box 46 Orange, N.J. 07051 



Public Auction 

The Far East 
The Middle East 

October 11, 1977 
7:00 P.M. 

Holiday Inn, Westwood 
10740 Wilshire Blvd. Room 708 

Los Angeles, California 

Postal History 
Stamps, Proofs & Essays 

George Alevizos 
Rare Stamps and Postal History 

3205 Ocean Park Blvd. 
PO Box 5 1590 

Santa Monica. California 90405 USA 
(2 13) 450-2543 

The following areas will be 
found in our Far East and 
Middle East catalpgue. Mail 
se nt to these areas from the 
rest of the world (inward mail) 
is also incl uded in this cata ­
logue. 

AFGHANISTAN 
BHUTAN 
BURMA 
CEYLON 
CHINA 
FOREIGN OFFICES IN 
CHINA: 
Au strian 
French 
Germ an 
Italian 
Japanese 
Russian 
United States 
FRENCH INDIA 
HONGKONG 
INDIA 
INDIAN STATES 
INDOCHINA 
JAPAN 
Offices I Occupations 
Burma 
China 
Dutch Indies 
Korea 
Malaya 
Phillippines. Etc. 
KIA UC HAU 
KOREA 
LAOS 
MACAO 
MANCHUKUO 
MONGOLIA 
NEPAL 
PAKISTAN 
PORTUGESE INDIA 
RYUKYU ISLANDS 
TANNUTUVA 
THAILAND 
TIBET 
VIETNAM 

Catalogue $1.00 by mail. 
September 1977 327 



AUCTION SALES 

For twenty years we have been conducting auction 
sales. Carefully planned and elaborately illustrated 
catalogues offer choice and rare stamps as well as 
covers without reserve. Canada and its provinces are 
always well represented, and we also offer -British 
Empire and foreign quality material. 

A General Sale planned for October has excellent 
Canada with strength in the first decimal and Large 
Queen issues as well as British Empire and Foreign. 

This November we will be auctioning the Ralph A. Hart 
British Empire collections with outstanding Br. Hon­
duras, St. Helena, Jamaica, Cayman Island, etc. 

This is a good time to start receiving our catalogues. 
These are available by subscription only for $5. -
Canada and U.S.A., $10. - by Airmail anywhere else, 
including prices realized. 

r. niaresch & son DEALERS IN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE1924 

330 BAY ST. , STE.703 • TORONTO, CANADA M5H 2S9 • (4161 363-7777 

I 
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H you are searching for a truly choice 
classic cover, your prime source is: · 

, 

MIDWAY STAMPS LTD. 
193 Clinton Avenue 

., i 

Dobbs Ferry, N.Y~ 105?2 .
(914) 693-2444 :

We are serious buyers of better material 



[~¥.I----, 

ARE YOU REALLY 

GETTING WHAT IT'S 

WORTH? 

Harmer's New York auctions are the true test of the 
market. What your stamps and covers will bring when 
offered by H. R. Harmer to an International Clientele of 
collectors and professionals, expresses tf)eir true worth. 

Demand for fine material is strong, stronger than it 
has ever been. So if you are contemplating selling, talk to 
Ha~er. Don't make the mistake of accepting just any 
appraisal. Get the Harmer appraisal. Ask about the 
Harmer guarantee. · 1n fact, request our booklet "Modem 
Methods of Philatelic Selling" which will answer all your 

questions about us. It is yours for the asking. 

HARMERS OF NEW YORK 
H. R. HARMER INC. 

Ph. 212 757-4460 

6 West 48th Street New York, N.Y. 10036 

NEW YORK - SAN FRANCISCO - LONDON - SYDNEY 


