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“The Polish Legacy in the USA"
—theme of POLPEX 77—is depict-
ed on the souvenir card, souvenir
sheets, and cacheted covers. It
is written about in our exhibition
program catalog—all of which are
being issued in connection with
POLPEX 77 on March 19-20, 1977,
at Polish Army Veterans Bldg.,
6005 W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago.

Our souvenir card shown above
reproduces the Poland issues for
the US Bicentennial showing the
1608 landing of Poles in America,

and actress Helen Modrzajewska.
Of U.S. issues the Haym Salomon
commemorative and Paderewski
Champion of Liberty set are re-
produced. Priced at $1.50 each;
$2.00 with Polpex cancellation —
it is available from John Bor, 1810
N. Richmond, Chicago, IL 60647.

Please include return postage.
Also available are the two ca-
cheted Polpex covers (two differ-
ent) at 40c each or 2 for Thc.
Souvenir sheets, in pairs, with
descriptive folder, are 50c each
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and also available from Mr. Bor.
Kindly include return postage.
Polpex Chairman, Ed Link, an-
nounced that Chicago’s mayoral
candidate, Alderman Roman Pu-
cinski, will preside at the opening

ROMAN PUCINSKI

day ceremonies at noon, Satur-
day, March 19th. Mr. Pucinski is
a former U.S. Congressman.

Because our Beeba falls on St.
Joseph's Day, traditional Polish
foods with a little something ex-
tra, will be served and a gala at-
mosphere will prevail. The Beeba
will be held on the balcony over-
looking the exhibition hall, and
it will begin Saturday at 9 p.m.
Tickets are $4.00 per person, and
must be purchased in advance.

A U.S. postal station will be
operating at the show selling lat-
est commemoratives, sheets, and
using the special Polpex cancel-
lation. Members are asked to
make large purchases of stamps
as the amount of sales determi-
nes whether we have a postal sta-
tion at next year’s Polpex.

As announced last month, the
Polonus Handbook with the
lengthy treatise by T. Gryzewski,
“Polish Occupation of Russia by
the I Corps”, and a second article

by Dr. S. Kronenberg on forge-
ries of this issue, is being printed.
Copies of the handbook will be on
sale at the Polpex.

As we do every year, we ask
for Polpex Well Wishers. For the
sum of $2.00 your name will ap-
pear in the program catalog. In
this manner, out-of-towners can
participate and help out. Please
use the remittance envelope en-
closed for your convenience. Do
so immediately as time is short.

Our biggest event of the year
is the POLPEX. Let's get behind
it and make it a success! We've
done it before—we’ll do it again!

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

At the February 25th meeting,
President Alfred Szebel announced
that he will donate a President’s
Award to be given to an exhibitor
at POLPEX 77 selected for other
than the Polonus Grand Award
and the Kozakiewicz Research
Award.

Another presentation this year
will be of the S.P.A. Research
Award.

Z. S. MIKULSKI
EXPERTIZING SERVICE

We Expertize All Stamps of Poland,
Central Lithuania, Field Posts, Ple-
biscites and Occupation Issues

Will furnish a certificate of authen-
ticity with photograph

Will Buy or Sell Rare Stamps, Phila-
telic and Historical Material: Interest-
ing Covers, Rare Cancellations, Proofs
and Errors of the above mentioned
issues. Will also Buy Classical Euro-
pean |ssues.

Qur New Address . . .

Z. S. MIKULSKI
Kammeleneburg Strasse 15
9011 St. Gallen, Switzerland
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MINUTES OF POLONUS MEETING — FEBRUARY 25, 1_977
at Polish Veterans Home, 6005 W. lrving Park Road, Chicago

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 by the President, Mr.
Szebel, with 14 members and 3 guests in attendance. The presi-
dent called for approval of the minutes as published. M/S/C,
Messrs. Rybarski, Resner: to accept the minutes as published. The
treasurer reported a checkbook balance of $190.15 and indicated
the need to visit the bank to withdraw funds. The recent expenses
of the upcoming Handbook and POLPEX has withered our avail-
able cash. The president and Mr. Rybarski will go to the bank and
make the appropriate transfer of funds. The secretary reported
that no new applications for membership have been received, but
aiso the ad in the classified section of Linn’s under Societies has
had a good response. He has sent out six application forms the
first week.

Old Business: POLPEX 77: Mr. Link assured us there was nothing
to worry about, all was under control. The Bourse was sold out, but
we do need more exhibits. The members apparently are still recuper-
ating from last year and few have sent in applications for exhibi-
tion. The publicity has been s2nt out to the press, the s/s are ready
to be printed as is the souvenir card. Mr. Bartczak reported that we
have 126 frames in working ccndition which will be more than we
will need for the show. By-Laws: Mr. Szebel, in accordance with the
previously accepted procedure, called for approval of the new By-
Laws. M/S/C, Messrs. Resner, Bor: to accept the revised By-Laws.
Any members desiring a copy, can forward a SASE to the secretary
(24 cents).
New Business: Mr. Bartczak explained the new rates for insurance
cf stamp collections announced by Lloyds of London. He will look
further into the matter and give the details to the members. Mr.
Bor received a letter asking for an explanation of the original
charge for the BIE s/s. The membership agreed that the surcharge
over and above the semipostal rate was the charge for the philatelic
item. Don’t we all wish we had purchased them at the original
price! Mr. Szebel announced that he has received application forms
for membership in the PZF. Anyone interested, should contact the
president. The business of the Society having been completed
Messrs. Bartczak, Rybarski and Wolosewick (tied): to adjourn.
Philatelic Presentation: The rest of the evening was devoted to the
Clothesline ‘Exhibition. Many outstanding exhibitions (and others)
were shown. The members had to display three pages from their
collections on the clothesline (compliments of Mr. Poniecki’s wife)
held by clothespins (brought in a brown paper bag) by Mr. Bart-
czak. All present voted on the winners. The choice was difficult.
The excitement was running high. Several members had to be ex-
cused to the washroom. Finally, the results: Grand Award winner:
Ms. Jeanette Zilke, the first woman to ever win any kind of Grand
Award at Polonus! Second prize: to Mr. Theodore (Teddy) Resner.
Runners up: Mr. Link and Mr. Schafer. Congratulations to all! The
remainder of the evening was spent in trading, buying, talking and
eating kolacki.

Respectfully submitted,

James Mazepa, ACSW, Secretary



POLISH PRISONERS OF WAR STAMPS

By MICHAEL LUBINSKI
Reprinted from the Newsletter of the Polish POW and DP Camps Study Group

As a result of the military de-
feat of the Polish Army in 1939,
thousands of Polish officers cap-
tured by the Germans
placed in prisoner of war camps
and kept there until very near
the end of the war.

Some of the POW camps weie
immense in size, as much as one
mile in length in some cases, and
very densly populated — up to
7,000 inmates in one eamp.

Four of these camps established
intra-eamp postal service, Wol-
denberg (Oflag IIC), Gross-Born
(Oflag TID ), Neubrandenburg
(Oflag ITE) and Murnau (Oflag
VIIA). As is well known, ““OF-
LAG" is the abbreviation for
“Offizieren Lager” (Officers’
Camp.)

The incoming mail was ecen-
sored by the German officers and
then distributed to mail officers,
who then handed it to the var-
ious addresses in the POW build-
ings.

It did not take long, once the
camps were organized, for the in-
mates to get acquainted with each
other, find friends and oreanize
themselves into a vigorous eultur-
al and social community, Their
activities soon showed the neces-
sity for establishing a system of
communieations. The intra-camp
postal system was the answer, In
order to overcome possible resist-
ance, or even opposition, from
some destructive elements, such
as are found in any large commu-
nity, an intra-camp postal service
was established under the spon-
sorship of the “WIDOWS AND
ORPHANS FUND” (FWS). The

full-time officers received a nom-

were
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QOur Lady of Czestochowa is the subject
of the Woldenberg POW Camp stamp
(left) while Casimr Pulaski is featured
on the Gross-Born Camp stamp (right).

inal salary, but they all paid this
into the fund. All profits were
also paid into the fund, up to the
amount equal to $4,000 monthly
and the monies were, by devious
ways, transferred to oceupied Po-
land. The Postal Services were
extensively used by the Camp
Library, the Book Serviee, the
Theatre, the Consignment Shop
and various organizations and
elubs, and, of course, by indivi-
duals. Some stamp clubs were or-
eanized and delegates of these
clubs sat on the Stamp Advisory
Committec.

It was obvious that this postal
service was primarily used for
real business and not for stamp
collectors, from the number of
posteards sold, as these are sel-
dom kept by collectors,

The number of items handled
was about 250 daily, with peaks
of several thousands at Christ-
mas and on more popular name-
days such as St. Joseph, ete. At
Gross-Born  the record delivery
was on the 24th of December,
1944, when it reached well over
10,000 pieces of mail.

(to be continued)
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36™ PUBLIC & MAIL AUCTION

FRI. & SAT., APRIL 1st & 2nd, 1977

HOWARD JOHNSON MOTOR LODGE
8201 W. HIGGINS ROAD, CHICAGO

(Conveniently Located at the Cumberland Ave. Intersection
of the Kennedy Expressway)

Almost 200 LOTS of STAMPS & COVERS of POLAND
and RELATED TERRITORIES including

® Seven copies of 1860 No. 1 e ‘B.L.E. Issue in Min, Sheets

mint & used of 12
® Sc. #11 Ovpt. Error e Roosevelt-Kesciuszko-Pulaski
® Lublin Issues #30-40 Errors #C26-26C-26Cd sets & sheets
& Varieties ® Postage Due imperfs
e #41-60 genuinz, signed e W.W.II Occupations &

Cracow Ovpts. & Military Issues

® Scarcer singles, blocks, Unissued #I-111 ‘G2ral2’ set
S. Sheets & Booklets ‘Dojdziemy’ stamps

® 1944 Heroes perf & imperf Warsaw Uprising issues

® 10 Liberated Cities Errors Underground issues

9 194548 Issncy Imperis Polish Forces in Great Britain

singles & pairs
® Sc. #909-13 ‘Poiska 60’ Cent. Locals & Ballocn stamps
POW /DP Camps in Gzrmany

Exhib. Min. Sheets
® Scarce #B49Bc souv. sheets Early Air & Balloon Flights
ALSO: 1800 Lots of U.S., U.N., (incl. Polish Emergency Force in
Egypt), Canada, British Empire & Gan. Foreign stam~s/covers/FDC
DO NOT MISS THIS SALE —
get on our mailing list now ...

$1.00 (for first class mailing) will secure this 120 page well illus-
trated catalog; free at our offices & at POLPEX 77 March 19-20

GREAT LAKES STAMP AUCTIONS

Roman J. Burkiewicz, Prop.
6687 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY e CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60631

Telephone: (312) 763-6693
MEMBER: A.5.D.A., APS., B.CPS.G, 5.P.A,, POLONUS



MY FAVORITE COVER

By DR. STANLEY KRONENBERG

During the Polish Ukrainian war of 1919/20 the town of Skalat in
eastern Galicia was surrounded by Ukrainian troops from late August
until 2 December 1919. In November 1919 the Polish post office in
Skatat ran out of Polish stamps; none could be brought from the out-
side and so with the permission of the postal directorate in Lwow the
postmaster overprinted invalid Austrian stamps into Polish stamps:
“Poczta Polska/eagle/Skatat’”’. These stamps were used for a short
time until it became possible to bring in a fresh supply of Polish
stamps.
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The cover shown here was mailed from the Skatat post office to:
“Edmund Linczye, 172 Str. Hortohorn Kooe, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.”"
The two ring and bridge cancellation: “‘Skatat/**B**/18.XI. 1919” was
stamped in the northeast corner of the address side and on the reverse
tying the overprinted stamps to the cover. The return address reads:
“Mozes Linczye, Horodnica, Skatat, Matopolska (Little Poland)”. The
address was apparently copied from a poorly legible original and the
writer had trouble interpreting it. “7"" in the house (or street) number
was written in the European way (with a line across) resembling a ‘4"’
and in the abbreviation for ‘‘Street” the German capital letter ‘S
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was used making the address hard to decipher for an American mail-
man. Ohio was written as ““Ohii”’, **Cleveland’ was spelled with a “‘w".
The name of the street does not appear to be correct either.

The letter was mailed by registered mail with the yellow Skatat
registration label: “R /Skatat/425”. It was franked with one 40 halerzy
and one 60 halerzy Skatat stamps. (At that time 100 halerzy was the
correct postage for a foreign registered letter weighing below 20
grams).

The letter was censored and the dark violet hand rubber stamp:
“CENZURA WOJSKOWA TARNOPOL" (military censorship in Tarno-
pol) in a rectangular frame was imprinted on the address side.

The letter arrived in New York City on 21 December 1919 and was
cancelled with the purple date stamp: “New York, N.Y. Registry Di-
vision"'. This cancel also tied both stamps to the cover. On 23 December
it arrived in Cleveland, Ohio and was stamped: “‘Cleveland, Ohio, Reg.
Div.” On 27 December (after X-Mas Holiday) it was transferred to
postal station E in Cleveland where the seal: “Cleveland (Sta. E) Ohio
Reg. Div.” was applied.

At about this time the following happened to this letter:

1. The 60 h Skatat stamp was torn off the letter, apparently by a
Cleveland post office employee, except for the northeast corner of the
stamp which remained on the letter, making its identification possible.
From postal marks it is evident that this must have happened 21 De-
cember and 31 December 1919.

2. A rubber stamp was applied partially over the 40 h stamp:
“Received unsealed at Cleveland, Ohio Post Office".

3. The rubber stamp: “REGISTERED"” was applied, tying down
the Polish registration label.

4. The address being faulty, repeated attempts to deliver this letter
were made by different mailmen whose numbers were stamped in red:
20065, 29213, 23900. The pencilled annotations made by these mailmen
are: “Not known 632", “no response 12/27/19”, “try cool”, “not coli”,
“not str. E."”7, “198",

On 31 December 1919 this letter was transferred to Cleveland Ohio
Registry Division, Collingwood Station whose violet seal was impressed
in place of the torn off 60 halerzy stamp.

On 3 January 1920 the address was crossed out and the date:
*3 Jan. 1920” was stamped in the northeast corner of the address side.
Rubber stamps: ‘“Return to Writer”, “Unclaimed from Cleveland,
Ohio” and “Station E Reg. Div. Cleveland, Ohio, 3 Jan. 1920 were
also applied. On 19 January 1920 this letter was forwarded to Cleveland,
Ohio registry division 1 whose seal also appears.

On its return trip it arrived on 21 January 1920 in New York City
and was cancelled twice: “New York, Registry Division (3) Foreign”.
A large numeral: “110"" was written over this cancellation with a red
pencil.

From there the letter was returned to Poland where the postal
censor’'s rubber stamp: “K1” in a circle was applied on top of the
impression: ‘“Return to Writer''. Apparently the letter was then re-
turned to its sender in Skatat.
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A series of properties combine
to make this cover philatelically
most interesting and valuable: a
very rare postage, its round trip
to U.S.A., its totally nonphilatelic
origin, and the easy to follow do-
cumentation of its routing and of
the story it tells by impressed
stamps and annotations. In addi-
tion it shows almost freakish coin-
cidences: all markings are legible
and well placed, the 60 h stamp
was torn off just so that it can
be identified and the cancellations
document that it was done in tran-
sit. enhancing rather than dimi-
nishing the cover’s value. It re-
presents a documentation of the
Polish-TJkrainian war and of its
postal history.

HAVE YOU MOVED?

If you have moved, please notify
us of your change of address. Mail
notice to Chester J. Mikucki, 4704
N.Overhill Av., Norridge, IL 60656.
This will insure your receiving the
Bulletin promptly and avoid Polo-
nus the expense of postage dues.

K-LINE PAGES
FOR POLAND
SUPPLEMENT 20/75 - $3.00

Plus 90c pcstage

500th Anniversary of
COPERNICUS — $6.20
PART 2 (Final) — $4.25
Plus 80c post. each, or $1.35 for both
Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages
K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC.
Geo. C. Kobylka
Box 159, Berwyn, lIl. 60402

b i ot o o o i e s
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622
James Mazepa, Secretary
Hines V.A. Hosp.tal, Box 381
Hines, IL 60141

Al Rybarski, Treasurer
P.O. Box 82, River Grove, IL 60171

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $5.00 —
fmmmm“mm¢
CALENTAR OF EVENTS

Friday, March 11, 1977:

James Mazepa will speak on
the I Polish Corps in Russia dur-
ing the First World War.

Refreshments served.

Friday, March 18, 1977:

POLPEX MOUNTING PARTY.

Chicagoland members are in-
vited to come to the Polish Vete-
rans Hall at 7 p.m. Bring along
window cleaner, cloth, scraper,
and screw driver.

Sat.-Sun., March 19-20, 1977:
POLPEX 77 EXHIBITION

Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Friday, March 25, 1977:

Grand Award/Gold medal win-
ners of POLPEX will discuss
their collections.

March 26th — 27th, 1977:
ROCKFORD STAMP SHOW at
the Clock Tower Inn, I-90 and
Business 20 in Rockford.

April 23th — 24th, 1977:

PARK FOREST STAMP SHOW

at Westwood Recreation Center.

BULLETIN AD RATES
Full Page ad
Half Page ad
Quarter Page ad ..$10.00
Heavy copy subject to additional
charge. Send copy for ad with
your check to the editor.
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