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NO POLPEX 
At the October 28th meeting a discus­

s· ou was held regarding Polonus joining 
00:VIPEX in their next annual exhibi­
tion to be held in ~fay, 1967. 

'l'he greate3t advantage our soc:oty 
would gain would be the exposure to 
the enormous crowd that Compex draws. 
Cornpex is usually held at the downtown 
LaSalle Hotel on the Memorial Day 
holiday week-end. It is a combined ph i­
latelic exhib't · on of many Ohicagolan ,l 
stamp clubs. Over 1000 frames are shown 
!ind there is usually a dealer.s' bourse 
0" about forty t ahles. It ,gets a brg-e 
amount of publicity rind it 's r.n m, t­
standing nationa.l ,phihtelic c·vcnt. 

~Jany membe1•s objected to jo"ning 
Compex for the reason that P olonns 
would lose it9 identity - that it wonl,l 
be overlooked as ju.st another p:utici]a­
t'n,g club. 

For t,wenty-s•ix of the twcnt,y-s evi'n 
years Polonus has bec,n 'n exi9ten°-" 
there has been a POLPEX. If we join 
Compex we must a,grce not to hold a 
Polpex that same year. 'Why suddenly 
now are we to s,top putting on an an­
nual exh'hition 1 

Our ]a.a t Polpox whidt honored Po­
land's Millennium was a very rwe11 at­
tended show. Many of the per•ple who 
r ~me w0re not plt'htelid.9 -- lmt tlH'y 
at leas t now know a b't more about 
the staunps of Poland than they knew 
before. 

'l'he Beeba was poorly attende,l, brt 
then it could have been because it was 
held at an odd time of the ye3r, cbrin;; 
summer. 

Our Sales Chairnnan reported the lar­
ge3t sale of Polpex seals rit th· s last 
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show. The U.S. po.;tal station did a 
Lrisk busine;.; at the s ho w selli ng the 
J-cent Poland's Millennium commemora­
tive and cancelling them. 

'i'he main purpose of the Polonus Phi­
btelic Soc:ety is to ,promote Polish Phi­
lately. Well this certainly wrus done at 
the last Polpex. Would we .promote it 
more by join ing Compexl 

iYhat brought about this movement to 
join Corrupex is the lack of interest mem­
bers have been showing recently. Atten­
dance at the meetings has been drop­
ping. vVhere before we would hruve as 
much as thirty members ,show up on 
a Polpex mountinig night, this last time 
we barely had ten. The burden of the 
show was on the shoulders of too few. 

Some members may feel that they're 
getting old. Vi,. ell they should have seen 
Dr. Kozakiewicz and Walter Scholl lift­
ing those frames. Both of these young­
sters are well in their seventies. 

By joining Compex we would exert 
less effort in performing our one annual 
d'unction-that of putting on a show. 
But why Compex1 

Here in Chica,go there are clubs that 
still puts on s hows of their own. The 
:E'irst Czechoslovak Club have had their 
own exhibit as has the L'thuanian Phi­
latelic Society. Why not join forces with 
these clubs in an annual exhibit! 

The history of Poland, Ozechoslo,vakia 
and Lithuania has crossed many times. 
Here at least, the philateFc material 
would be relater! and would have a de­
finite attraction for Polish-Ethnic peo­
ples. At least by putting on a Pol.-Czech­
Lith. show Polonus would not lose Hs 
identity. - Your editor 
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THE 1944-1946 CANCELLATIONS 
By Derek Palmer 

Reprinted by permis3ion from The 'Collectors Club Philatelist' bi-monthly magazine 
of the Collectors Club, 2Z East .35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 

Every specialist of Polish stamps knows full well, that this country is ex­
C"eptional in many ways, and it would be hard to name a philatelic speciality 
that cannot he found among its interesting issues. There is material for the 
p:ater· and the student of overprints. Those blessed with good eyesight arnl 
infinite patience can enjoy hunting for the multitude of perforation varietie~ 
in the stamps of the early 1920 's. I<'or those interested in philatelic byways 
there arc the numerous local issues, while the "Cinderella" enthusiast can havn 
his fun with the speculative and bogus stamps, of which there quite a number. 
There is no need to emphazise the absorbing interest of Poland's elassie No. J, 
regarding which so much yet remains to be discovered, in spite of the intensirn 
study which a fortunate fow have been able to drdirate to this great classic stamp. 

Fig. 

Few countries can rival Poland in the extraordinary variety of its postal 
hi:;tory; wars and revolutions, uprisings and occupations, plebecites and invasions 
- all have left their mark in philately. While many of these events can be 
recognized by a glance at a cover, with others i't needs considerable historical 
kno,1·lcdge to discover and then interpret their real significance. 

Fig. 2. (Left) and Fig. 3. (Right) 

The study of Polish cancellations and postmarks is•one of its most fascinat­
ing features. There have been the brave attempts to obtain at least one specimen 
of all the three hunclre<1-o<1d numeral cancellations that were used on the classic 
No. 1. Others can find much nntertaimnent in the less expensive hunt for un­
usual cancels on the more modern issues after Poland became independent 
following W orlcl War I until its seizure by Soviet Russia after World War II. 
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Fig. 4. Straight-line cancellations from (top) Bystrana Slazku, Bzorzowicz Kamien, Golasow ;e; 
{center} Michalowice, Pawlowice, Radlin; (bottom) Wodzislaw SI. and Zwardon. 

Illustrating these notes are a number of provisional cancellations used to­
wards the end, and shortly after World War II and which, presumably, were 
hastily made to replace the metal cancelling devices used during the Nazi German 
Occupation. Many of the German obliterators were probably lost during the 
upheaval at the end of the hostilities. Others, quite likely, were deliberately 
destroyed to eliminate the last tllace of the German names given to Polish towns 
and villages by Hitler's army of occupation. 

The Different Cancellations 

The most simple obliteration noted was a pencilled cross, of Zywiec (Fig. 1 1 ; 

Fig. 5. Straight-line obliterators, with dates, from Golesxow, Piekary Rude and Rajcza. 
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Fig. 7 

J asliska eaneelled with the town's name written in ink across t he stamps 
(F g. 2), lmt later progresse·d to a rubberstamp, although the date was added in 
manuscript (Fig. 3). 

A strnight-linc rubberstamp appears to have been the most frequently used 
obliterator, of \Yhich several specimens are shown (Fig. 4). Some places added 
the date to their strnight-line marking, such as Rajcza and Piekary Rude ( Fig. G) . 

Zor~· 's large framed town name is noticeable (Fig. 6). Zabowice used 
a large triangle, and placed the town's name alongside to the left (Fig. 7). 

. --
. . . '.If;,; 

Fig . 8. (Left) Milowska dated circular cancel; (Right) Postumino undated. 

Circular cancellers did not seem to be so frequent; of those illustrated 
l\Iilo,Yska included the date, while Postumino did not (~ig. 8). 

A number of to,Yns and Yillages used their official Post Office rubberstamp 
for cancelling. There are "Urzad. poczt-telegraf/Janow kolo Katowice" (Fig. 9) 
and similar types from other places (Fig. 10). 

An attractiYe cancellation is the large circular official seal beal'ing the 
Pol ish eag·le, used by the post offices of Trzeciowiec and Zclgoszcz (Fig. 11 ). 
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Fig. 9. Rubberstamp used as a cancel from Janow Kolo Katowice. 

Fig . 10. Post Office rubberstamp used as cancels, Glucholazy, Powidz, Radogoszcz k/ Lodz and 
(bottom) Zabrze . 

Fig. 11 
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Fig. 13 . Circular cancellations from which na111es have been entirely eliminated , (top) Jaroslaw, 
Jelen ia Gora and Miasteczko Slask; (center) Przyszowice and Pszow and (bottom) Rybnik. 

:J'!id A 

Fig. 15. (Top) Warsaw and the two bottom cancels a re from Opatow. 
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Fig. 12. Cut-down bi-lingual cancellations of (top) Grodzisk Mazowiecki, Lubien, (bottom) Sanok 
and Konin. 

Another interesting group is that of towns which cut down German bi­
lingual obliterators, thus, eliminating the German names and leaving only the 
Polish ones. This produced lopsided cancellations, as can be seen from the 
examples in Fig. "1 2. Other towns used circular cancellations from which all 
the wording had b,,en removed and, then, adding their name with rubberstamps 
or even in manuscript (Fig. 13). 

A straight-line rubberstamp from Zabierzow obviously had the Gerrnan word 
"hei" cut out from in front of the abbreviation "/Kr." (Fig. 14). 

Fig. 14 

Biala Podlaska brought into use a circular cancellation and inserted the 
date in writing. As befitted the capital city, Warsaw had a well-made circular 
rubber cancellation, the date being added by a -separate rubberstamp; Opatow 
did likewise (Fig. 15). 

'l'here were probably hundreds of these provisional cancellations used 
throughout Poland from 1944 to 1946, and undoubtly many more types remain to 
be described. Fortunately, the stamps employed at the time were generally of 
large size and complete cancellations can be found on a single copy, an advantage 
not often available to the specialist. It is hoped that this study will facilitate 
further investigation in this entertaining and relatively unexplored field. 
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BOS'rON CLUB ANNUAL SHOW 
The Polish Philatelic Society of Bos­

ton will hold its Annual Exh.bition on 
Sunday, November 27th at St. Gtani ;­
Jaus Church Hall, >Chestnut St., Chel­
sea, Mass. The theme of the show will 
be Poland's ~fillennium. The exhibition 
i., open for competition to all collector.; 
of stamps of Poland, Polon'ca and as­
soc·ated material. For n,pplications a.net 
inforrnat'on wrte to Louis C. Bakula, 
13 Littles Lane, Peabody, Mass. 

NEW MEMBERS 
J"ohn R. B. Szala 

440 Robinson Court 
Pittsburgh. PA. 15213 

J. J"anecka 
7?.06 Ogden Ave. 

RiYcrsiclc. Ill. 
'l'heo Skotnicki 

2,~41 Falls L,n'., 
Grand folarnl, N. Y. 1-1072 

IKAROS PUBLICATIONS 
Several books published by the 

pre-war periodical IKAROS are still 
available. For information write (in 
Polish or English) to : 

V. HERMANOWSKI 
1343 N. California, Chicago, Ill. 60622 

1<-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 

Supplement # I 0, 1965 
Now Ready at $1.95 

pins 35c post::i.v,c 

Writo us for a special pl"ice on 
complete Poland pages 

(to l'llember~ of Polonus only) 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo . C. Kobylka 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

ROMAN H. STRZELECKI, Secretary 
1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60622 

JOS. Z. RYCAJ, Treasurer 
2817 W. Logan Blvd. Chicago, 111. 60647 

CH ESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor 
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, 111. 60622 

WALTER SZYMLEK, Publications Chairman 
l 562•Walters Ave. No.thbrook, Ill. 60062 

The Polonus Philote!ic Society is non-political. 

Views exp1~ssed by the authors of articles ap­

pearing herein do not necessarily express the 

views of the Polonus Ph;lotelic Society . 

- Annual Dues are $2.50 -

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Lc:i R. S·zajclzinski 

tiG81 \V. lmlay St. 
Uhi,cag-o, Ill. GCG31 

.Frank .T. Sn,mojedny 
208 Htllhurst Ave. 

New Britain, Conn. 

Thac1clens \V. J"a.rowski 
36 Bricl,geport St. 

Worcester, Mass. 01604 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

E. J". Prusznsyki, 242 
Alturas Hotel 

1509 Six~eenth St. N.W. 

POLPEX PATRON 
ADAM BARTOSZ 

OUR PRICE 65c PER COVER. 
Commemorating America's most 
important SP ACE LAUNCHINGS 
from CAPE CANAVERAL: post­
marl:ed date of launch. Original 
cachets by Space Artist Carl A. Swa­
non. Each cover contains descriptive 
stuffer card giving even more details 
of launching. Our subscribers receive 
free THE SPACE CRAFT EX­
PLORER Bi-monthly Newssheet. A 
separate subscription to THE EX­
PLORER is $3.00 per year mailed 
anywh!)re. 
A $4.00 advance deposit will assure 
your receipt o:t future covers and 
THE EXPLORER. 

SPACE CRAFT COVERS 
P.O. Box 2296 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member: Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA 
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~=~ PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~=~ 
Published Under The Auspices Of The 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ... 9 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages ... 20 Illus. . . . $2.00 

No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY STAMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages ... 225 Illus .... $3.95 

No. 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ... 75 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ... 800 Illus .... $12.50 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 2S2 pages ... 530 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ... 24 Plates ... $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages .. ; 88 Illus .... Sl0.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 F.RENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ... 82 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ... 176 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. member~ 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages ... 14 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverbeck 128 pages ... 59 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ... 102 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages ... 168 Illus. ~ .. $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages ... 65 Illus . ... $4.00 

, 
No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 

By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages ... 225 Illus .... $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M.'· Goodkind 64 pages . . . 90 Illus. . . . $2.00 

~= THE COLLECTORS CLUB=---;==-· 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 



OFFICIAL POLONUS 
FIRST DAY COVERS 

U.S. POLAND'S MILLENNWM 
COMMEMORATIV.E 5c STAMP 

With two-color engraved cachet 
cancelled on first day July 30, 1966 

at Washington, D.C. 
Cover with single stamp ... $ .25 

With Block of four. . . .60 
With Plate block. . . . . 1.00 

CACHETED ENVELOPES 
(without stamp) 

50 for $3.00 10 for .70 
20 for 1.25 4 for .40 

Please add 5c postage 
Millennium Fiiler Cards - each .02 

U.S. PADEREWSKI CHAMPION 
OF LIBERTY ISSUE · • 

/('1 

Beautiful three-color embossed 
printed, cancelled on first day 
printed cachet, cancelled first 

day at Washington, D.C. 
4c stamp on cover .... $ .20 
Block of four on cover .35 
Sc stamp on cover. . . .30 
Block of four on cover .65 
4c & Sc on cover. . . . . .40 

Please add 5,c postage 

Send check with order to: 
Polonus Philatelic Society 

1439 N. Bell Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60622 

POLONUS BULLETINS 
Printed in English, each issue c:m­
tans articles and illustrations on Po­
land's Philately. Covers studieJ, re­
search, new issues and Po!ont!3 news. 
~et of ,200 issues, unbound - $35.00 

SPECIAL BOOKLETS 
SCOUT FIELDPOST DURING 

THE WARSAW UPRISING 
by T. Gryzewski 

Price - $1.00 plus 20c postage 

POLAND NUMBER ONE 
by V. Rachmanoff 

Price - $1.00 plus 20c postage 

Send check with order to: 
Polonus Philatelic Society 

1439 N. Bell Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60322 

BULLETIN ADS - PRICE LIST 
For Polonus Members Only 

Full Page - $12.00 
Half Page - 7.00 
Quarter Page 4.00 
One Inch Ad 1.50 

Give Your Old 

Stamp Catalogues, 

Albums, Magazines, 

and Your Duplicates 

to 

ST AMPS FOR THE 

WOUNDED 

Send your mate,rial to: 

JOHN BOR 

1810 N. Richmo111d St. 

Chic'lllgo, m.. 60647 
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