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Vol. X. JANUARY, 1931. No. 1. 
A Brief Philatelic History of the Five 
Civilized Tribes or Indian Nations 

By CARROLL CHASE. 

D T RING the last few years in making a collection of territorial postmarks 
I have found many odd and interesting facts, none of which however 
exceeds in interest the sidelights on the history of what are ordinarily 

known as the Five Civilized 'fribes or Indian Nations. First, I shall discuss 
them briefly from the geographical and historical standpoint. 

The southeastern part of the present (Tnited States had been occupied long 
before America was discovered by tht>se Five Tribes, known as the Cherokees, 
rreeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws and Seminoles. The Creeks and the Seminoles 
were closely related as wer e the Choctaws and Chickasaws. After the Revolu­
tionary war, partly because of the fact that four of the tribes had sided with the 
British, the ai'eas which they occupied had been considerably reduced by the 
white settlers. The Seminoles at this period occupied F lorida, which was of 
conrse at that time a Spanish possession. Fig. 1 shows roughly the outlines of 
the areas occupied by the Five Tribes about the year 1800. 

'fbese tribes were of superior intelligence and rapidy acquired a considerable 
degree of civilization. They were, generally speaking, peaceful and industrious. 
As were the whites of the adjoining regions, many of the Indians were slave 
holders and owned and cultivated p~antations. To a certain extent they had been 
converted to Christianity and many bad been well educated. They spoke their 
own languages and the Cherokees, thanks to Sequoyah, a remarkable member of 
the tribe, even had its own written language. It was made up of an alphabet of 

6 symbols which allowed them to indicate all the sounds of the language, many 
of which could not be expressed by Eng, ish characters. They had a newspaper 
and printed many pamphlets and eYen books. 

Each of these nations had its own separate government and its own laws as 
well as the enforcement of them. They were practically small independent gov­
ernments within the United States. 'l'o keep in touch with them there was a 
United States Government Commissioner with each tribe who had powers not 
very different from those of an ambassador to a foreign nation. 

Unfortunately the whites were envious of the rich land occupied by the In­
dians, and shortly after the beginning of the last century talk became general of 
moving these natives to the west of the Mississippi. 'l'he Indians naturally 
enough strenuously opposed these plans, as their treaties with the whites guaran­
teed them their lands in perpetuity. 

Using partly as an excuse the fact that the Indians had sided with the 
British in th e War of 1812 the various southern state governments gradually 
l) 
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r educed th e size of the Indian lands so that finally , before their r emoval forcibly 
to th e west, they occupied the comparatively small areas shown in Fig . 2. The 
history of the forcible removal of th ese Indian nat ions to the west of the Miss­
issippi makes some of the darkest pages of American history. L argely by trick­
ery, and with th e connivance of some dishonest and probably bribed Indian lead­
ers, new t reaties wer e made and the tribes wer e given land in what was then the 
wild western part of the territory of Arkansas, in exchange for their lands in 
the south. Today this area is all in the state of Oklahoma. The r emoval of these 
thousands of Indians across the hundreds of miles of country at that time large­
ly wilderness, was truly horr ible. Between disease, the t errible roads (wher e 
roads existed ) , the forced slowness of the march, and the grafting of the con­
tractors who undertook the t ransport and especially the feeding of them, a con­
siderable per centage of the helpless Indians perished on route. To make matters 
worse many of them finally arrived at the beginning of winter , much more sever e 
than th ey wer e accustomed to, only to find that little had been made r eady in 
the new count ry. 'fhis forced migration began in 1820 and was somewher e near­
: y completed by 1835. All in all it was a shameful procedure. 

The Semino)es in particular r esisted desper ately and many finally hid in 
th e everglades of Flor ida wh er e th eir descendan ts still live. A few of the Cher o­
kees also fled and hid in the mountains and event ually were allowed to stay in 
the east . E ven today ther e ar e some tiny Indian r eservations in their old r egion . 

As early as 1785 and to a greater extent in 1808 certain bands of Cherokees 
went west of th eir own accord in to what is now Arkansas. These so-called west ­
ern Cherokees wer e also r emoved to what is now eastern Oklahoma with their 
eastern brethren. 
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Let us consider a moment the country to which they were sent- then western 
Arkansas. This land of course was part of the Louisiana purchase made in 1803, 
possession of which was taken in 1804. larch 26, 1904 Congr ess di ,,ided the 
purchase into the territory of Orleans, which on April 30, 1812 became the state 
of T1ouisiana, with New Orleans as its capital. All the balance of the great area 
purchased was called the district of l1ouisiana and was made part of the terri­
tory of Indiana! March :1, J 805 the district of fJouisiana was divided into the 
territory of Louisiana and th e district of New Madrid, which was attached to the 
territory of Louisiana. This district of New Madrid was made up of what is now 
Arkansas, Oklahoma and the southern part of Missouri. June 27, 1806 the 
legislature of the territory of J..,ouisiana set aside the lower part of the district 
of New Madrid, calling it th e district of Arkansas. March 3, 1812 Congress or­
ganized the territory of Louisiana into the territory of Missouri, with St. Louis 
as the capitol. It was divided into five districts: St. Louis, St. CharleH, St. Gene­
vieve, New l\Iadrid and Arkansas. July 4, 1819 the territory of Arkansas was 
formed, its boundaries being· the same as the present state of Arkansas excepting 
that it ran west to the limit of the f.Jouisiana purchase, taking in what is now 
Oklahoma. The area with which we are concerned and with which the Five 
Tribes were moved is roughly what is now the state of Oklahoma. In 1824 the 
western part of the territory of Arkansas was set apart by the United States 
government for the Indians, to be responsible only to a commission to be appoint­
ed by the President. In 1825 a treaty between the Indians and the territory of 
Arkansas fixed the boundary for the distance b.etween the Arkansas and the Red 
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rivers as running due south from a point 100 paces east of the flagpole at Fort 
Smith, Ar kam:as. In 1828 another treaty definitely p!aced the rest of the bound­
ary between Arkansas and the Indian Nations as running straight from Fort 
S mith to the southwest corner of l\1issouri. 'fhus these two treaties placed the 
western boundary of Arkansas exactly where it is today. 'fhis fact should be 
·Carefully noted because from these dates on, the government of Arkancas ceased 
to have anything to do with ·what had up to this time been the western part of 
t he territory. 

Except fo r a few scattered military posts called either forts or camps, de­
pending on whether permanent or temporary, this country up to 1824 was large­
l y virgin terri tory. There were, however, a few wh ite fa rming settlements which 
sent representatives to the Arkansas territorial egislature. When the Eastern 
Indians came these settlers were obliged to move, most of them going south into 
~r exas. This country was occupied by two wandering warlike Indian tribes:­
the Quapaws, who occupied roughly the territory south of the Canadian River, 
.and the 0 ·age Indians, who were north of the Canadian River. This river 
<l~vi cles what ire; now Oklahoma into two fai.r~y equal portions. This entire area 
'N ::i,:; purc l~ ::i, j ecl from tlie two tribe:> by the United States government between 1818 
.and 18:?.5. 'l' he Osages were vupposed to move into Kansas, and the Quapaws 
in to 1'. rkan:.as and finally 'Hre sent back into a tiny area in t he northeast corner 
-0f western Cherokee Nation. F'ig. 3 shows a map of what is now Oklahoma, in­
.dicating the manner in which the territory ·was divided between the Five Tribes, 
showing the region ao; it was about 1851, except that the Seminole Nation was 
n ot formed unfl 1856. 'l'he boundaries between the nations changed frequently. 
For example,- th e Seminoles ·wer e soon reduced to a small strip (shown on the 
map bounded by dotted lines ) east of their original concession, while in 1855 
the western half of the Chickasaw district was repurchased by the United States 
Government and later allotted to various other tribes. In fact a large number 
.of different Indian tribes ·were given reservation:,; in Indian 'ferritory and even 
.among the Five Nations from time to time. Soon after they arrived the Chero-
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kees. fearing that their original allotment was too small, were given the Cherokee 
Outlet, though a comparatively small munber of them settled in it. In 1890 
Oklahoma 'l'erritor y was formed of the western half of Indian Territory and in 
1907 what was left of Indian Territory with Ok ahoma Territory were admitted 
to the Union as the State of Oklahoma. This roughly is the history geographical­
lv of the Five 'l'ribes. 
· Th e narrow strip at the northwe:;t corner of what is now 0'.dahoma was 

until the territory of that name was formed, public land and was sometimes call­
ed the ''neutral strip.'' It used Indian 'l'erritory postmarks before l 896 but 
never had anything to do with the FiYe Nations. 

Regarding the postal history of the tribes while they were ir. the east, I am 
able to give but little information. Th ere were certa'.nly postoffices in at least 
some of the Indian towns but these were undoubtedly under government contro·:. 
I have but two covers of this type. The first is a folded letter sheet postmarked 
in manuscript "New Echota, Ga. Feb 4" (the capitol of the Cherokee Nation), 
and addressed to Bedford, New Hampshire. The letter is headed ''New Echota, 
Cherokee Nation, F'ebruary 1, 1833." It was written by S. A. Worcester , who 
had just been released from prison where he had been sentenced to a four year 
term for having done missionary work among the Cherokees without taking the 
oath of allegiance to the State of Georgia! It is possible that some of the mail 
from the Indian Nations while in the sou' h shows the name of the nation instead 
of the state in the postmark (in manuscript or possibly handstamped) as did 
the above letter heading, but if such exist I have not seen them. The only other 
letter I have bearing on this subject is headed "Selsertown, September l 9, 1813" 
and postmarked '' Washn. lVI. T. Sep 21. '' Washington was at that t ime the 
capitol of Mississippi Territory. This was in an area that had r ecently been 
ceded by the Choctavvs and was thus really just outside of the Choctaw country, 
but it gives a vivid description of the Indian massacre at Fort :Mims where the 
Creek Indians, fighting on the side of the British during the War of 1812, had 
taken th e fort by surprise, ki.led all of the 140 soldiers there stationed and all 
but about fifty of the numerous civilians who had taken refuge therein. About 
500 were slaughtered. I regret that I am unable to give more data on the postal 
services of the Five Nations while sti.l in the east. 

Pos+offices were opened in the west very shortly after the settlement of the 
Indians had commenced. The few settlers and the garrisons of the forts which 
existed before the eastern Indians arrived undoubtedly had some kind of postal 
service although government records show that the earliest postoffice established 
was l\Iiller Court House in Choctaw Nation September 5, 1824. A list of the few 
postoffices established before 1850 is here given : 

Ch octaw Nation Chel'okee Nation 

Miller Court House . . ..... 18 2 4 Cantonment Gibson . ...... 1827 
Fort Towso n . . .......... 18 3 2 Nicksville . . ... . ... . ... 1828 
Choctaw Agency ....... .. 1833 Park Hill .. . ..... . ..... . 1838 
Eagle Town . ... ..... . ... 1834 Cherokee Agency ........ 1840 
Fort Coffee . . . .. . . ...... 18 3 5 Cherokee .............. 1842 
Spencer Academy . . ...... 18 4 4 Fort Gibson . . . .. . ...... 18 4 2 
Meyhew . . ......... . .... 1845 Flint ...... . ........... 1846 
Doaksville . . ... .. ...... 18 4 7 Tahlequah .... .. . ... ... . 1847 
Boggy Depot ........... . 1849 Grand Saline .. . ......... 1849 

Ch ickasaw Nation Creek Nation 

Fort Washita . . . ....... . 18 4 4 Creek Agency ........... 1843 

The first postoffice established in Seminole Nation was at We-wo-ka lVIay 13, 1867. 
In proof of the fact that the forts at least had postal faci lities before the 

dates on which the government records show that the regular postoffice was es­
tablished, I have a letter postmarked ":B'ort Gibson Feb. 19" in manuscript-
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the letter being headed "Fort Gibson, Arkansas T . Feb 11, 1834." The 1 etter 
starts out by saying "Your very acceptable letter arrived by the }ac;t mail." 
The government postoffice here was not established until Sept. 14, 1 84~. 

Here is a very odd fact. Until about 1870 the postoffice department con­
sidered the territory occupied by the Five Nations as sti.11 in Arkansas although 
in reality the western boundary of that sta+e had been definitely fh:ed where it 
now is as early as 1828. :F'rom about 1870 on, until Oklahoma 'l'erritory and 
State were formed, the postoffice department ca led th e area Indian Territory. 
This allows the division of the postmarks of this region into several distinct 
classes as follows: Before about 1870 the postmark showed eith er th e abbrevia­
tion for Arkansas or of one of the five Indian nation s. The one exception is a 
cover cancelled Tecumseh I. T. July 1, '64. 'l'his thou<:?,"h in manuscript is quite 
authentic. I•'rom about 1870 to 1907 the postmarks of the Five Nations showed 
either Indian Territory, one of the Five Nations, or a combination of the two. 
From 1890 in the Territory of Oklahoma and from 1907 on in all the Five )fa­
tions, Oklahoma postmarks only, as far as I know, were used. Let me emphasize 
the fact that postmarks showing the abbreviation of Arkansas used after 1828 
at the latest (and probably all those used earli er as no government postoffices 
were established un til 1824) if from west of the present western boundary of 
Arkansas, are necessarily from one of the Five Tribes and are not from Ar­
kansas in spite of the fact that the postoffice department so considered them. 
For example :- The following towns have been seen that give Arkansas abbre­
viation in the postmark though they were outside of the state: Doakesville 
(spelled thus in the postmark), Choctaw Agency, Fort Gibson, Fort Towson and 
'l'ahlequah. 'l'o some extent each of the Five Tribes use the name or th e abbre­
viation of the nation in postmarks though some are really extremely rare. I have 
in my coPection thirty-one types of such postmarks from twenty-six differ ent 
towns. Eighteen from Cherokee towns, four from Creek, two fr ::im Chickasaw 
and one each from Choctaw and Seminole. The list follows: 

Name of Town as it appears Nation Location Date R ema1·ks 
on the Postmark on l\'Cap 

Adair Cherokee Nation Ind . T er. Cherokee 1 1888-9 Seen in red and 
black. 

Cam p Creek C. N. 1880 Manuscript 
exact location 
not known. 

Cherokee, Cher. Nation . 2 1843-4 Includes year 
date. 

Childers Station C. N. 3 1880-5 Ms. violet ink. 
Chouteau C. N. 4 1877 Ms . 
Claremore C. N. 5 1877 Ms . 
Creek Agency C. N. Creek 6 Late '50s Ms. 

1870 
Flint Cherokee Nation Cherokee 7 18 7 9-'83 Seen in red and 

black. 
Fort Arbuckle C. N . Chickasaw 8 About 1862 Ms. Confeder-

ate. 
Fort Gibson C. N . Cherokee 9 Early '70s Seen in blue and 

black. 
Fort Washita C. N. Chickasaw 10 1850-2 Ms. 
Gibson Station C. N . Creek 11 About 1875 
Locust Grove C. N. Cherokee 12 1879 Ms. 
McAlister Choctaw -- Choctaw 13 1880 Probably "Choe-

taw Nation Ind. 
Ter." 

Micco C. N . Creek 14 Early '70s Ms. 
Morehead C. N. Cherokee 1887 Ms. Exact loca-

tion not known. 
Oaks Cher. Nation 15 1887 Ms. 
Okmulkee M. N. Creek 16 1871 M. N .-Muskoge& 

Nation. Ms. 
Okmulgee C. N. 16 1871 Ms. 
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Park Hill C. N . Ch erok ee 17 H 14 Ms. 
Pryors Creek C. N. 1 8 1880 Ms . Blue ink. 
Salina C. N. I. T. 19 1884 Ms. 
T a h'equah C. N. 20 1850 B etween circles. 
Vinita Ch. Na. 21 1877 
Vinita C. N. Ind. T. J. C. Blythe P.M. 21 1 879 Magenta. 
Vinita C. N. Ind. T. 21 1879 Magenta. Same 

as las t with P. 
M.'s n a m e re-
moved . 

Vinita C. N. Ind . T . 21 1879 Magenta & vio-
l et. Same as last 
with bottom of 
postm'k cut off. 

Vinita Ch ero k ee Nation , Ind T e r . 21 1896 Magenta. In 3 
straigtt lines 
See illustration . 

Wah-hil-la u C. N. Ind . T e r . 22 18 84 Between circles. 
Webbers Falls C. N. 23 1 882 Ms. Violet ink 
W ewoka P . 0. Seminole Nat., Ind . T . Seminole 24 883-7 Oval. See illu s-

tration. 

Fig. 4 shows typical examples of postmarks from each nation except Choc­
taw, the McAlister postmark being too fai nt to reprod nee. In regard to Fig. 4 
it mav be noted that "4" shows Fort Gibson Feb 19 as used in 1834. "5" and 
"6" ~how Fort Gibson postmarks with "Ark " at the bottom used in ] 844 and 
1870. "11" reads Okmulkee M. N. (l\ [ui-lcogee Natio n ) and " 13 1

' reads Okmul­
gee C. N. (Creek Nation ), Muscogee and Cr eek Nations being the same. "16" 
shows the latest use noted of a postmark of one of tl:e nations, '' 2'' being the 
earliest seen. '' 8'' and '' 12 '' show Indian Territory postmarks used after 1870. 
These illustrations, it should be noted, may not be cl rawn t o scale or be exact re­
productions. 

An 1851 postal guide gives but seven mail routes as serving the Five Na­
tions. Four were weekly, two semi-weekly and one bi-weekly. 'l'wo started in 
Texas and the other five in Arkansas. 'rhe same gnide lists thirteen postoffices 
in the four nations (the Seminoles not yet being mentioned) . It agrees very 
well with th e list of earli est postoffices established except that it includeR Keclron 
_( or Kidron ) whi ch according to government recordR was not established until 
April, 1855. 

A word about manuscript postmarks. Comparatively few of the early post­
offices had handstamps and necessarily used pen and ink. Naturally such covers 
should be bought ·with care, but it is usually no t difficult to determine their au­
th.enticity. And as for condition of stampR and covers, the less said th e better. 
The man who collects only superb items will not gPt far here. Th e material is 
rare and must be taken as it comes or not at all. 'rhe Indian, the fronti ersman 
and the soldier was not over particular as to the neatn eRs of his outgoing mai l 
or th e care of such as arrived. 

It is a very strange fact that four of the .B'ive ?\ations began with the letter 
C- hence the abbreviation C. N. so often found ma y mean any one of the four! 
A parallel example is found in abbreviation of certain territories before they 

. were granted statehood. For example, from 1861 to 1864 both Nevada and 
Nebraska territories were in existence and postmarks are found from both abbre­
viated to "N. A." Again, from 1863 to 1890 during which period Idaho was a 
territory, I. 'l'. may mean eith er Idaho T er. or Indi an Ter. M. T. at Yarious 
times in the his tory of the Union meant Mississippi Territory, Missoi1ri 'l'erri­
tory, Michigan Territory, Minnesota Territor y and l\Iontana Territory. 'l'he odd 
fact has already been noted that the Cr eek Nation ( having its capitol at l\:Iusko­
gee- or Muscogee as it was spelled ea rli er ) was a:so called Muscogee Nation 
and its abbreviation '' lVI. N. ' ' is kno\·Vn in postmarks. 
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As for the stamps used on correspondence from the Five Nations-all issues 
exist from th e 185ls on, though I haw seen very few high values. The 1847 is­
sue bas not been seen though it may possibly exist. Of the department stamps 
I have War and Interior and others probably were used. 

'l'h e Civil War affected the Five Nations very much as it did the border 
states. · Opinion was much divid ed and a considerable number of excellent In­
dian troops fought with both the onfederates and F ederals. Feb. 7, 1861 the 
Choctaw Nation declared offlcially for the Confederacy, though the vote was far 
from unan imous. The Councils of the other four tribes also voted for th e South 
though there was bitter opposition, especially among the Creeks and Cherokees. 
'I'h e Confederate forces held part of the country of the Five Nations until well 
on in th e war. Confederate covers exist though they must be very rare. 'fhe 
only two in my collection (one with aml one without a stamp ) are from Fort 
Arbuckle, Chickasaw Nation, which was hastily abandoned by the F ederals May 
3, 1861, and occupied by 'fexas troops. The famous Chickasaw B attalion of 
Confederate Cavalry was station ed th er e in 1862. 

In studying the history of the Five 'fribes, the question of exact rlates is a 
very difficult one. Except r egarding certain important dates it is hard to find 
t wo writers who agree. I have tried to be on the safe side in giving Clates, but 
even so some may be wrong. · 

I wish to express my indebtedness to R. McP. Cabeen and to A. H. 1\iur­
chison for much help in preparing this article. The subj ect, particulariy 
of the Indian 'ferritory postmarks, is very large and deserves much more atten­
t ion. Possi bly I can go further in a later article. I would be pleased to see, 
either for the purpose of record or purchase, unlisted postmarks along the lines 
of those her e described. 
Cancellations 
New York 

Supplementary Mail 
of the City of 

By EDWIN MILLIKEN. 

PROBABLY the oldest lJ. S. cancellation still in use is the New York Sup­
plementary Mail. It has been continuously used down to the present for 
some seventy years. It is also one of the few that had early offic~al sanc­

tion and use for a specific postal purpose. This was to stamp mail dispatched 
direct from G. P. 0. to the lin ers just before they cast off. More recently also 
from th e pier mail boxes marked Supplementary Mail. Th e rate charged for 
this service was double the r egular rate. 

'l'he present type C, which has been used since about 1891, has been known 
up to the present on_y in black. 

The writer has made a di scovery of these on covers and small pieces, which 
shows the purple, also r ed was u.-ed in this type for a time in the gay nin eties, 
by at least two postal stations or piers. 

The location of these various stcitions, according to Dr. Babcock, is not re­
vealed by the P. 0. D ept., for re1=isons of th eir own. 

The following type C. have been fo und cancelled in purple: 

lO c green 
30c Co lumbian 
lOc Columbia n 

226 
239 

2589 

dated 1 8 91 
dated 18 9 4 
dated 1897 

All the above bear the same postal station or pier number. 
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The same type in red used by a different station appears on 

50c No . 260 d a t e d 1 89 
15c 274 dated 1895 

B BO c 

The earli est of these dates, namely 1891, indicates that first use of this type 
ante-dates, by at least eight years, that noted by Dr. Babcock from data in hand 
when his interesting and informative articles were written. Th ese appeared in 
the .American Phi7alelist November 1923, May 1925, and S cott's Monthly .Jo111·nal 
October 1926. 

1rhe dates of use noted above also prove that use of type C was concurrent 
for some eight years with its preceding type B BD. The latter is known as latP, 
as 1898-9 and Omaha issues. In thi.s r espect these types are in like case with 
earlier types X and XX which with B BD were n <:ed, according to Dr. Babcock, 
at the same time in the earlier seventies. 

Collectors should note that type C resembles an obliterating stamp that had 
common use from 1881 in New York on second class ma il. Type C has however 
one distinguishing mark, name]y the numeral at th e bottom. Type C oval meas­
ures 33x261/z mm. It is a r eally scar ce cancel at ion at least on issll"S 1890 to 
1915. This may be owing to r educed volume with the increased number of sail­
ings of mail carrying liners; also because the identifying numeral at bottom 
referred to above, often missed hitting th e stamp. 

Regarding type B RD it is of interest to note that no other barrel cancella­
tion of same dimensions and shape of figures 1-2 is known to have been used in 
New York or elsewhere. Stamps cancelled only by this half are therefore no 
less Supplementary :Mails than those scar cer ones which show some part of the 
left side containing wording. 

One happy r esult of so many American collector8 confining their interest 
and study to U. S. stamps and "Stampless" is that hitherto unknown informa­
tion on postmarks, plate varieties and cancellations is constantly being obtained 
and published. While this may be of only passing interest to many collectors, 
these studies nevertheless constitute a genuine expression of Philately. 

More of us need to train the minds eye to focus off t he money value of our 
stamps, and onto their inter est value; for the latter is a value we ourse:ves can 
create. 

Splendid evidence of r esults from collectors r eally knowing one cross section 
of U. S. is being shown by one lively group; namely the U. S. Revenue Unit of 
A. P . S. Largely through the inspiration of their secretary, Beverly King, 
the members of that organization are finding ont all there is t o know about their 
stamps. Many discoveries of plate varieties, etc., have been published with 
splendid illustrations. This is the route that leads straight into that happy hunt­
ing ground where the hunters know what it's all about. 
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Canada: 1868 The "Large Cents" 
Issue 

By CHARLES l-1ATHBOP p ACK. 

T HE Dominion of Canada became a reality through the passage of the 
British North American Act of ,July 1, 1867. 

Th e first postage stamps to appear after the confederation were the 
so-ca:led " large cents" values, commonly listed as issued in the following April. 

Specimens of some of the values, however, show dates as early as the middle 
of March ; a single, off cover, of the fifteen cents in a rose lilac shade is reportc-cl 
by Freel Jarrett as showing the postmark, "Hamilton, C. W: Mar. 16, 1868 :" 
whi le another single, in writer's collection, of the one cent shows the dab\ "l\lar. 
26, 1868:" while several others are known, on anrl off cover, bearing elates in Jate 
March. 'fhese are on the thin, hard, transparent wove paper, ·which is designated 
as A in the subsequent classification of the different papers. 

But before proceeding with a description of these varieties of paper, it 
should be noted that a correction should be made as to the guage of perforation 
used. It has been commonly accepted that the perforations guage 11:Y,i; but a 
little test will show that this is wrong, and also reveal bow the error was made. 
On placing the p erforated edge of one of these "large cents" stamps upon a 
guage it will be seen that it more nearly coincides with guage 12 of the scale 
than any other, but that the perforations just fall short of making it an absolute 
12 ; and in that fall ing short of 12 is the key to the situation ; for collectors have 
reached the conclusion that if it was just under 12 then it must be 11% guage; 
whereas if a lit tle thought were given to the matter it would be seen rather , 'Chat 
if the holes did not quite make 12 they must be a trifle closer together, anrl -~here­
fore of a finer guage than 12, or 12~4; ·which actually is the correct guage. 

The compound perforation varieties, when met with in certain of the values 
will likewise be found to guage 11%x12~/,i, instead of as listed 111hx12. 

A study of a large amount of material in this issue has revealed a number 
of varieties of paper used in its production, several of which however may be but 
varying qualities of the same general type of paper. l\'Iost of them can be easi ly 
differentiated with but little trouble, and they may be classified as fol '.ows: 

.-\: A thin, b a rd semi-transparent wove paper; sometimes, but not always, showing 
a faint ve1·tical 1nesh. This apparently was the first paper u sed; postmarked 
copies cover the period from Mar. 16, 1868 to Dec. 21, 1 869. All of the values 
from ¥.! cent to the 15 cents , in clu s ive, are found on this paper. Exceptions, 
however, are t h e later 1 cent yellow a nd the 5 cents olive. 

B: A medium, ordinary wove paper with a fa.int horizontal mesh. This paper ap­
pears to have been used n early concurrent with A, as postmarked copies show 
dates from April 2, 1 868 to J a n . 1 3, 1 870; and a ll values including the 1 cent 
yellow, but excepting the 5 cents olive, a r e found upon it. Presumably it was 
the first paper used for the 1 cent value after the change of color to orange was 
made, as postmarked copies of this stamp in the new color show dates in Janu­
ary 1869. 

C: Thi s is thicker and softer wove paper than "B" and shows a clistinct horizontal 
mesh. Its use extended from mid-April of 1868 to mid-February of 1 873. The 
same values a re found upon it as upon "B." 

D: A smooth white wove paper with no distinguishable mesh. No postmarked co pies 
are available to determine the period of its u se, and the collection does not 
show the ¥.! cent, 1 cent brown-red, or the 15 cents printed upon it. The two 
first values may be practically e liminated from s u ch a condition as the first 
printings of the ¥.! cent sufficed until June 30 , 1872 when 500,000 more were 
received from the manufacturers. And by January 1869 the color of the 1 cent 
had been ch a nged to yellow. The late r printing of the fifteen cents were on an 
entirely different paper used only for that value, as noted later at "G." 

E: This is a "thicker" than "medium" wove paper with a yellowish tone, and has a 
distinct horizontal mesh. Its use seems, by the evidence provided by postmarked 
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' 

copies, to fall between mid-June of 1868 to mid-October of 1869. The 1h cent, 
5 C€nts and 1 cent yellow have not been found on this paper ; but some of the 
later printings of the 15 cents, from November 1873 to July 19, 1875 are found 
on it. 

F: This is a palpably thick and soft wove paper with a distinct horizontal mesh, and 
its use practically coincides with that of ' '.E"; dated copies covering the period 
from June 2, 1868 to May of 1873. From mid-May of 1869 to mid-October 1869 
the 1 cent in ye'low-orange 9had e is found upon this thick paper. The 1/~ cent , 
1 cent brown-red, and the 5 cents h ave not been found upon it . 

G: A poor quality wove paper of a grayish tone, with a distinctive faint ve1·tical 
mesh. This pape r seems to have bee n u sed exclus ively for the later print ings 
of the 15 cents , from June 3, 1886 to Dec. 4, 1899 . There is a warrant of this 
paper of a softer and thicker ch aracter with a faint ve1·tical m esh , more opaque 
than paper "W" below, and of a poor quality, the same as "G"; it might be call­
ed a thicker "G". Th e 15 cents in a dull gray-blue shade is known upon it. An­
other variation in this paper "G" is shown by a 15 cents in a s late-gray shade; 
where the surface of the pape r has a di stinct "canvas-back" effect, or "cross­
ribbing ," undoubtedly due to a worn canvas blanket or roll er. 

H: This is a very thick, smooth , white wove paper co mmonly referred to as "car­
ton" paper. Its use was confined to the 15 eents va'.ue for a short period during 
1880. There is also a paper not quite as thick as "H", with a faint ho1" zontal 
mesh similar in that respect to paper "B", but it is thicker than "B" and h as a 
smooth surface. Some 15 cents in a dis tinctive gray-violet, (not as s late ly as 
those found on paper H) are found on this pape r. 

I: This i s a thin, soft , white wove paper with a faint horizonta l mesh , quite differ­
ent from the only other thin paper, "A". The printe d impression nearly always 
shows quite distin ctly on the r ever se, of th e gen eral appea rance of the well 
known "ivory heads" of Great Britain. Postma rke d copies of the 1 cent orange­
buff show dates from Nov. 8 , 1 869 to F e b. 1870. Late printings of the 1/2c . 2 
cents. 3 cents. and 6 cents are also fou nd on this paper . 

J: A medium wove paper with a dist'nct vertical mes h s imilar to "W" below. Only 
used for the 5 cents of Oct. 187 5. 

K: A horizontally laid paper, varying in th ickness from thin, thru medium, to 
thick; the laid lines counting 13 to 2cm. Used only for the 1 cent brown-red , 
Nov . 1868 to Feb. 1869. 

L: A horizontally laid paper of medium thickness with "wire s paci n gs" vary·ng 
from 131h to 141h to 2cm Used only for the 3 cent value , June to August 1 868 . 

R: An obliquel y l'ibbe d medium thick paper , with a strong horizontal m esh , the 
"ribbing" running up from lower le ft to uppe r right. The 3 cents, and possibly 
others found on it . See under "P.W." below for t h e proba ble explanation of the 
commonly accepted "vertically ribbed" paper. 

' V: A medium to thick wove pape r, with a distin ct ' 'ertica l m esh, showing portions 
of the paper-makers' watermark in double-line block letters on some of the 
stamps in each sheet. All values except the 1h cent, 5 cents and 1 cent yellow 
may be found on t his paper, the 6 cents and 15 cents values being much rarer 
than the others. As might b e expected, the •3 cents ye llow-brown, not having 
been issued until June 1870, is not found on the watermarked pape r , so that 
the dark brown s hades of this value from Plate 1 are the only ones to examine 
for this variety. And as has been stated above, as there were no printings of 
the 1h cent value after the initial printing in 1868 until June 1872 , this stamp 
a lso may be considered as non-existent with the block-letter form of water­
mark. In the past there have been differences of opinion by writers and special­
ists as to whether these watermarked stamps should be considered a major 
variety, or merely accidental varieties of prod uct!on , as h as ofte,n happe n ed in 
the issues of other countries Unless it cou ld b e shown that the pape r itself 
was of a different char acter from any other used for the issue, the we ight of 
opinion appears to h ave been against accepting them as a m a jor variety. Now, 
however diffident w e may feel about adding to an a lready overburdened catalog, 
we have found that they must be admitted to such a standing, for the distinc­
tive strong vertical mesh of a ll the watermarked copies at once differentiates th is 
paper from a ll others used for the issu e, as a review of listing above wili dis­
close. With this knowledge it is possible a im to select stamps printed on the 
"paper of watermark," even when no actual watermark appears , and many post· 
marked copies in this condition are thus available to further confirm the period 
during which this particular paper was used. Of postmarked copies in the col­
lection, of actually watermarked stamps and of those on the "paper of wate l' 
mark," sixteen show dates in 1868 , (the earl iest being "Oct . 2" of that year, 
second numeral of date not on stamp), twenty have 18 6 9 year dates and five 
show dates in 18 7 O up to July 5 of that year . One late co py shows date of 
Oct. 29, 1872 , and another May 14 , 1888 , but these latter two may be dismisse d 
as irrelevant, so that the actual period of use may be given as covering the in-
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terval from late October of 1868 to early July of 1870 , about twenty months, 
indicating a rather la rge emission and a wide distribution of this particular 
printing The watermark consists of a two line inscription a pproximate ly 140x 
35 mm. over a ll , r eading in the upper line,- E . & C. Bothwell and below,­
CLUTHA MILLS. The le tters a re 11 % mm. tall and the two lines of the in­
scription a re 12 mm. apart. The capital letters "E", "C", and "B" of the first 
line a r e 1 mm . taller than the r emainder of the letters, and the letter "C" of 
the upper line d iff ers from the "C" of the lower line, th e former having a "ball­
cn d " to the lower curve, whe r eas the latter is plain. The re are "bits" of wire 
shown connecting the inner and outer parts of s uch letters as "V", "B", "O" 
and "A", and it is believed these d etails have n ever been revea '.ed until recently 
when prints w e r e made direct from th e stamps in question. It has hitherto 
been be li eved that but twelve stamps of a sh eet would be affected by the water­
mark, but it has been proved by diagrams, suggested by the varying positions 
of th e watermarks on the s t a mps, that there are at least fourteen stamps affected 
when a r egula r a nd cente r ed position was produced on two rows of subjects, 
~. nd as m a n y as twenty-two wh en the watermark fell irregularly on parts of 
three rows . 

P .\V.: The "paper of waterm a rk ," as described above und er "W" and identical with 
it except that no watermark a ppear s . Used for all values except the % cent, 5 
cEmts and 1 cent ye ll ow . It mus t be noted that both the waterma rked stamps 
~.nd those on "pa per of waterm a rk " show a distinct fine vertical ribbing effect 
wh en h eld flat to the ligh t. In our opinion this feature, coincident with t h e 
strong vertical mesh of the watermarked paper, dis poses of m a ny of the "ribbed 
paper" vari e ti es of the catalogs, a nd they are the r eby shown to be one a nd the 
sa m e va riety. 

Copies of the 1/2 cent and the 15 cents are known showing port ions of an 
undetermined script wa termark, both values being extremely rare in this condi­
tion. 'fhe paper also differs from the other watermarked paper described above, 
in having a horizontal niesh; and with the 15 cents value the shade of the im­
pression is a distinctive gray-violet; moreover the perforat ion is the compound 
11 %.xl2~i,l guage. 

It is of interest to note that in the used section of the coLection there are 
three dated copies of the fif teen cents value which otherwise could not have been 
-classified, identical in th e shade of impression, compound perforation and hori­
zontal mesh of paper to the above mentioned copies with script watermark:. 'l'hey 
are evidently from parts of the sheet not striking the watermark, and as they 
bear postmarks of 1874; Jan. 1876; and July 1877, it is be_ieved they define ap­
proximately the period during· which this second watermarked paper was used. 
'!'he above dates also agree with those when the compound perforation is known 
to have been used on the r egular 1/2 cent, 5 cents and 15 cents values : namely 
from 1874 to 1878. 

In this connection it is difficult to r ec.oncile the existence of several copies 
-0f the 15 cents in a distinctive dull lilac shade on the "paper of watermark," 
(with the distinct vertical mesh ) and with th e compound perforation 11:%x1214 , 

-owing to the fact that the watermarked paper could not have been much in evi­
dence after 1870, or the compound perforation in use much before 1874. 'fo 
the best of our knowledge this variety, the 15 cents, dull lilac on "paper of wat­
ermark'' with compound perforation, has never been noted before and at present 
it is quite unexp.ainable. 

It appears, from all the information at hand, that but one plate was mad e 
for each value of this series, and the "guide-dots", in constant positions for each 
value, in the lower margin just below the left corner scroJwork, provide proof 
that this was undoubtedly th e case. 'fhere are hovvever certain pecu 1iarit es in 
regard to the 6 cents value producing evidence that a second plate was made and 
used for the later printings of this value. 

If a number of copies of the 6 cents in the deep brown shades are examined 
there will be found a rather prominent "guide-dot" in the lower margin just 
below the fo_iated ornament in S. \V. corner. 'fhis is invariably constant and 
may be seen on practically all copies unless closely perforated or heavily can­
.celled at that point. This may be considered as an identification mark for Plate 
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1. Then in a similar way, if copies of the same stamp in the yellow-brown 
shades are inspected, a similar ''guide-dot'' ·will be found also in the lower mar­
g.in , but nearly 3 mm. from the left corner and directly below the '' S '' of 
"SIX". As in the former case this also is found constant, and therefore de­
notes that another plate was laid down on which the transfers were not placed in 
the same relation to the guide-dots as before. 'l'his must be called PlateII. A 
plate proof on card of this value in the sepia shade, however, shows no indica­
tion of a guide-dot in either position. 

A careful examination and comparison of the stamps from the two plates 
does not reveal any marked differences in the engraving, as might possibly be 
expected, although the printings from the second plate in the yellow-brown 
shades appear lighter, without the strong contrasts of light and shade found in 
the dark brown printings. · · 

However, details of the back hair and especially of the chignon seem to be 
more distinct and there is a white line defining the lower edge of the chignon on 
the yellow-browns that does not appear on the dark shades, where the hair prac­
tieally blends into the shaded bacl{g-round. 

crhus it is possible that the die was touched up slightly before the second 
set of transfers was made. As the 6 cent value prepaid a single-rate stamp with­
in the Dominion, its use was quite general and a total issue of 10,000,000 was 
required to meet the demand for this value. Our present day knowledge of the 
corrosive effects of most brown inks upon printing plates and the establishecl 
fact that a change of color was made for no assigned r eason, would tend to con­
firm th e theory of a deterioration of the first plate, followed by a lightening 
up of the die and printings from a new plate in another shade of ink less destruc­
tive in its effects upon the plate, for a value in such general use. 

The same little white line noted above as defining the lower curve of the 
chignon on the printings from Plate II of the 6 cents, is also to be seen on the 
later pale or emerald green shades of the 2 cents and on the later dull pale blue 
shades of the 12% cents values. As both of these shades developed about 1870 
at the same time the change to yellow-brown was made for the 6 cents value, it is 
possible that all three values mentioned received similar attention in lightening 
up the details, for it is not alone the paler shades of ink employed that gives 
these later printings their distinctive appearance. 

Attention is called to the fact that a very few copies of the 6 cents in dark 
brown are found with the Plate II guide-dot, and also a few of the yellow-browns 
with the Plate I dot; thus indicating that for a short period during the change 
of shade of ink both plates were in use. Dated copies reveal the following in- · 
formation-

Earliest Date. Latest Date. 

Plate I: dk brown: "Bowmanville. U. C: Apr. 2- 1868" to ...... "Sept. 15 , 1870": 
Plate II: dk brown: "Montreal. C. E: May 28, 1869" : to "Halifax, N. S. 

Feb. 28, 1871"; 
Plate I: yel-brown: "Quebec C. E: Jul. 18, 1871": to "Rockwood, Feb. 12, 1872": 
Plate II: yel-brown: "Toronto C. W: Aug. 7, 1871": to ... .... ... . .. ..... ..... . -

From the above it appears that postmarked copies from Plate I in deep 
brown shades are found from April 1868 to Sept. 1870, or later. Towards the 
end of May 1869 dated copies from Plate II in the deep brown shades begin to 
appear and are found until the last of Feb. 1871, or later. Mr. Jarrett states 
that the yellow-brown stamps came into use in June of 1870, which would be 
from three to eight monthe before the last of the dark browns we"re used. It is 
therefore probable that both plates were in use from June 1869 until the change 
of color was made a year later, then for a while both were used for the yellow­
brown emission, with Plate II being finally used alone until succeeded by the 
"small cents" issue of this value in .January 1872. 
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The TJnited States 
of the 20th 

Postage Stamps 
Century 

By BEVERLY S. KING AND MAX G. JOHL. 

Copyright 1931 by B everly S. King a nd Max G. Johl. 
All Rights For Great Britain Reserved. 

FOREWORD. 

I N the year 1901 John L.uff publish ed his well known reference book on Unit­
ed States Postage Stamps. 1rhis great work covers in detail a 1 of the issues 
up to 1898 and a brief description of the 1901 Pan-American set, which was 

issued by the Government just as the book was being published. 
Since that time scattered articles have appeared in various Philatelic ,J our­

nals covering the 20th century stamps as they were issued. Being published at 
different times and in magazines emanating from various localities, these articles 
have not been read or kept by many col'ectors. 

The following' series is intended to cover the 20th century issues in a manner 
somewhat similar to the way Mr. Luff set clown the story of the 19th century 
stamps. Much of the information that we have been able to gather comes from 
such outstanding authorities as J . l\1urray Bartels, A. E. Owen, George B. 
Sloane, Admiral Frederick R. Harris, Hugh Clark, Wa: ter S. Scott, Clarence W. 
Brazer, Philip vVard, Jr., Clayton W . Bedford and Elliott Perry, to whom we 
extend our thanks for their cooperation and the courteous way they have helped 
in the compilation of the following data pertaining to the 20th century postage 
stamps of the United States of America. 

We have not listed any stitch watermarks, as we be:ieve they can be found 
-0n every variety. 

We have illustrated the central vignettes of a majority of the commemora­
tives, reproducing the original photographs or paintings from which the engrav­
ings were made. W e do this with the thought that it is interesting to study at 
large scale various details of the design. It is also instructive, upon examination 
-0f a photograph, to discover just what has been omitted or added in the engrav­
ing process and to look for va1;ious minor details that appear on both the orig­
inal and the copy. 

It has also been a matter of great interest to us to discover the names of the 
artists who conceived the designs and made the drawings from which the en­
graving was done. There have been no philatelic records other than an occa­
i;;ional note giving the name of the ''engraver,'' which means little more to us 
than does the name of the photographer who may have photographed Gilbert 
Stuart's famous paintings or Hou don 's portraits. 

Several engravers will work upon a single design in making the master die, 
- one will do the figures, one the vignette, another the foliated ornaments, and 
sti ll another the lettering, panel lines and numerals, but to date no attention has 
been paid to the artists who were really r esponsible for. the entire design. 

\Ve found this quest rath er difficult, but one of the authors being an archi­
tect, and ''speaking the same language'' as the artists, we have finally secured 
this information, and incidently have formed some exceedingly pleasant friend­
ships. 

During our research work we found that certain erroneous information had 
been handed down, seeming:y without question, for the past thirty years. We 
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have, therefore, cross checked everything, so far as possible, and while laying no 
claims to infallibility, we feel that the fol10wing story is accurate. 

\Ve will be glad, however, to r eceive any corrections or suggestions; and we 
trmt that the following may be of interest and of some service to onr fellow 
.C'Ollectors. · 

Chapter I. 

THE PAN AMERICAN ISSUE 

1901. 

The Pan American Series was the first United States Postal issue to appear 
after the opening of the 20th century. It was also our first commemorative set 
in which the Post Office Department took into consideration any suggestions of 
philatelists. 

Tn 1898, when it became known that commemoratives were to be issued to 
help advertise the Trans-Mississippi Exposition at Omaha, there was a general 
outt:r5· ag:ainst them. 'rhe charge being that such stamps, the higher values of 
which served no postal needs, were unnecessary, and that their issuance was 
actuated by the thought of unloading them upon collectors. A committee was 
selected to visit Washington to protest ag·ainst them, and the outcome of the visit 
as noted by S. C. Johnson in his book, "Th e Stamp Collector," was- "No heed 
wa s ta ken of their protests and the (Omaha ) series was duly issued." 

That the suggestions of the stamp collectors was not entirely in vain is sub­
s1 antiated by the following information from J. l\!L Bartels, who was a member 
of the committee that visited Washington . 

"We were told," said Mr. Bartels, "that it was too late to stop the Omaha 
issne but that in the future there would be no high value commemorative 
Rtamps. '' The Department, to date, has kept its promise, and the confidence of 
collectors of United States postal issues has been greatly strengthened by this 
attitude, which accounts to a large degree for the marked increased interest in 
the stamps of our country. 

During the early spring of 1890 the promoters of the Pan American Expo­
sition distributed quantities of lithographed poster stamps or labels to advertise 
the Exposition that was to be held at Buffalo in 1901. Shortly following this it 
became known that the Postmaster General had been requested to issue a set of 
commemorative stamps to further advertise the Exposition. The postal authori­
ties were in accord with the suggestion advanced and r eferred the matter to the 
offiee of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, c: E. Madden, whose recom­
mendation was that the proposed issue should comprise the same nine values as 
that of the Trans-Mississippi set of 1898. (1 ) After considerable discussion a 
series of six low values was finally decided upon, of one, two, four, five, eight 
and ten cent denominations, bearing the inscription ''Commemorative Series 
1901 '' in place of the title suggested, ''Pan American Series 1901,'' the latter 
being construed by the Assistant Attorney General as an advertisement on a 
postage stamp and as such prohibited by law. A special cancellation was used 
in Buffalo while the stamps were being prepared and continued in use there until 
the close of the Exposition. 

These were the first bi-colored stamps issued by the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing and incidentally the first set of this type since the 1869 issue. With 
the exception of the 1869 ninety cent stamp, bearing the head of Lincoln in 
black, these were the first black centered bi-colored stamps of the United States, 
as well as being the first time that a constant color was used for the vignette. 

(1) Vol. 1 No. 1-Collectors Club Philatelist. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL A TELIST 17 
The Post Office Depar tment heralded this set as "the most artistic series 
i'Yrr issued by th e Department,'' and th ey were quite right in their prediction. 
Ea ch of th e six frames are of different design but of such similarity tbat eacb 
stamp in the set ties in with t he others. 'l'h at the Department took special pains 
in printin g: these stamps was evidenced by the fact that Stanley Gibbons, Inc., 
fonrnl it important enough to comment as follows: 

"Consideri n g t h e q ua n t ity issu ed !h e cen ter is remarkably accurate in m ost 
cases, bu t u· tra specia li sm s h ows the o ne a nd two cent stamps centered too far North 
or South o;· e lse shoved too far forward to loo fa r back. Above t h e two cent t h <i 
m ' senr er!ng is very unu s u a l. " (2) 

The report of t he 'l'hi rd Assistant Postmaster General for the fiscal year 
~'nfl ing· J nn e 30, 1900, gave t he following detailed description of the issue: 

"These stamps are of uniform dim e n s ions 0. 7 6 by 1. 0 6 o f an in ch , the longer 
s id e bei n g horizontal. The borde r s take the colors of the regula r seri es on t h e same 
denomi nations at th is date. Th e words "Commemorative Series , 1 901" a nd "United 
States o f America" next below a ppear above t h e vignette; t h e legend in a line below 
th e central open ing, with the denomination in a lin e at the bottom, a ppear s in the 
sam e order on a ll the stamps of the seri es. All t h e lette rin g is in white Roman cap i­
lals . T h e numerals are all white faced Arabic in the Roman type, except the 10 
cen t, wh ich is th e block letter type of figure condensed to secure space for the two 
figures. Th e border s are wel! separated from t h e centra l fi g ures a nd the words of 
den omination at .,t)l\l .. bottqm/are preceded on the same by t h e word "Postage." 

A ll t h e centra.J.' iJlu i>trations are from photographs as t h e objects appear toaay 
and are lo be prinfed 71n b lack." 

'l'he seri es was printed in sheets of 200 snb jects, consisting of twenty hori-
7.onhi l rows of ten each. 'l'hey were then cut vertically into panes of 100 and 
sent in this manner to the variom; Post Offices for distribut ion. Being a bi -col­
'Ored se ries, two separate plates were necessary to prin t each denomination, one 
for the cen tre, the other for the frame. · 

Each sheet of 100 con tained two frame plate numbers and two imprints 
"Bureau of Engraving and Printing." On th e top of the sheets the imprint 
appeared onr the third and eighth stamps of the upper row, followed by the 
plate numbers over the fourth and ninth stamps. Between the fifth and sixth 
stamps appeared an arrow lin e and two arrow heads to indicate t he centre guide 
lin e. The ar row lin e and guide line were prin ted in the frame colors. Th e ar­
ro\\· heads, ho\\'eYer , were in both colors on all denominations as they appeared 
on both plates and were used to enable the printer properly to key the frame 
ancl vig-nette. The imprin,t, plate numbers, arrow lines and arrow heads appear 
in co rresponcl ing: position beneath the bottom row of fltamps in th e lower pane. 
At th<' bot tom of the sheet, under the fifth stamp, will be found the number of 
the Yignette plate, this is always in black. One-half of the horizontal centre 
aIT0 \1· Jine, along which the full sheet of 200 was cut into panes of 100, can be 
seen on each pane. 

Jn the extr eme upper left corner and the lower right hand corner of these 
panes appears the denomination figure followed by the letter '' C '', meaning 
'' Cen1·s. ' ' 'l' lt ese ,wer e printed ba ckwards and in both colors, t heir main purpose 
being to safeguard the possibility of an error in printing stamps having the 
frames of one denomination and the vignette of anoth er. Th ese figures appeared 
in the margins, and together with the guide line and numbers allow fourteen 
different p.ositions of blocks of four. 

The sheet margins contained rows of apparently meaningless initials. 'l'hese 
are the ini tials of the workmen who transferred the designs to the plates and 
also t he pressmen who used the plates in printing the stamps. Every time a 
plate \1·as taken from the rack for printing, t he Bureau required as a check 
system that each workman impress his initial on the plate margin before putting 
it on the press. This sy. ·tern was sti1l in use when the Lincoln stamps were print­
.eel ( 1909 ) but has since been abolished. 

(2) Th e Postage Stam1Js of th e U nited State s . 
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The paper used was soft and porous, and watermarked USPS (United States 
Postage Stamps) in double lined Roman capitals. The gum was white. 

I llustration of '\Vuter1u nrk. 

Figures appearing before each stamp are in accordance with the numbering 
given by Scott. 

W e are illustrating several of the original sketches for the frames made by 
Raymond Ostrander Smith during his studies of the designs for this issue. 

# 294-0ne Cent.­

Green and Black. 

Fast Lake Navigation . 

Watermarked USPS 
in double line Roma n capita ls. 

Perforated 12 . 

Issued May l , 1901. 

F i rst Sketch for t h e 1 Cen t Frn 111 e. 

Th e vignette, in a horizontal elipt ical frame, shows the port bow of the 
Steamer CITY OF ALPENA formerly operated on th e Great Lakes by the 
Detroit and Cleveland Navigation Co. 'l'b e st eamer had but one funnel , th e pilo t 
house placed well forward and the vessel propelled by side wheels. On either 
side of the vignette are fluted corinthian columns, the bases of which are covered 
with simple cartouches on which appear the numerals 1. In a simple panel be­
tween the column caps in t he general device COMMEMORA'l'IVE SERIES 1901, 
in small type, and beneath it, in two lines, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Small triangular panels occur between the eliptical frame and the columns. The 
legend FAST LAKE NAVIGATION appears in a curved panel below th e vig­
n ette and POST AGE ONE CENT in a straight panel across the base of the 
stamp. Conventional foliated ornaments fill th e space on either side. 

It is inter esting to note that this steamer is still in existence after thirty 
years of service. C. I.i. Perkins, General Manager of the Detroit and Cleveland 
Navigation Co., wrote us that it is now owned and operated by the Goodrich 
'J'ransit Company of Chicago, under the name of the CITY OF SAUGATUCK. 

This stamp was designed by R. Ostrander Smith, the vignette was engraved 
by G. F. C. Smillie, from a photograph, the ornamental frame by Robert Ponic­
kau , and th e lettering and numerals by Lyman F . Ellis, of the Bureau of En­
graving and Printing. 
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Sten 1n er "Cl'rY OF A.LPEN A ." Detroit & C~e,·elnntl Ntl'~· igntion Co. 

Sha des,-a: Light g r een a nd g r eyish black . 
b : Dull g r een a nd greyis h black. 
c : Dull green a nd black . 
d : Brig h t g r een a nd black . 

Vari e ti es,- a: Cen t r e Inverted . 
b : Position block s. 

1 ) Top a nd bo t tom a rrow b lock s complete. 
2) Uppe r a nd low e r h a lves cen t r e line block s . 
3) Uppe r a nd low e r h a lves lef t a nd ri gh t a rrow blo ck s . 
4) Imprint a nd pl ate numbe r block s. 

# 295- Two Cents.­

Red and Black. 

F ast Express. 

W a t e rm a rk ed US P S 
in do ubl e line R o m a n capita ls . 

Perfor a t ed 1 2. 

Iss ued May 1 , 1 90 1. 

Firs t Sketch for the :: Cent Frn n1 e. 

The cen tr al feature of this stamp is a picture of t he EMPIRE ST A 'l'E EX­
P RESS of t hirty years ago, oper ated by the New York Cent ral and Hudson Riv­
er R. R. 'rhe photogr aph was taken by P. Yates of Syracuse, while t he train 
was going sixty miles an hour. It depicts a train of four car s drawn by a four 
wheel drive locomotive,- four para llel t r acks ar e seen . Th e vignette frame i 
oblong with roun ded in den ted ends, a slightly curved top and a stra igh t base. 
This frame is fl anked on either side by an upright winged female figurP bearing 
a lighted torch and a garland, the lower part of these figures being covered by 
ornamental car touches bearing the numer als 2. Th e upper frame panel suggests 
a slight ly curved cornice which bears in small type COl\!IlVIEl\IIORATJVE SE-
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RIES 1901, and below in two lines of larger type UNITED S'l'ATES OF 
AMERICA. Th e legend FAS'l' EXPRESS and POSTAGE TWO CEN'l'S ap­
pear at the bottom of the stamp in two simple horizontal panels. 

The design was drawn by R. Ostrander Smith and the engraving for both 
the vignette and frame was done by Baldwin and Ellis, of the Bureau, these three 
gentlemen being also responsible for the four, five, eight and t en cent stamps of 
this series. 

The E n1 p ire State Ex1n·e!"is, Ne '"'. York Cen tral & Hudson River R. R. 

The Empire State E xpress, shown on this stamp, was selected by the P ost 
Office Department after urgent solicitation on the part of G. H. Daniels, at that 
time General Passenger Ag·ent of th e New York Central Railroad. H e ar gued 
that more had been written about it than all other t rains ever placed in service, 
and th e r esultant adverti sing had been one of the greatest factors in bringing 
before the other nations of the world the superiority of American machinery ·and 
manufactures. H e further explain ed that as the P an American E xposition was 
to be held in Buffalo and the New York Central being primarily a New York 
institution, the Bmpire State E xpress was a logical subject to be u sed. 

The photograph illustrated above was srcured through the courtesy of R. E. 
Dougherty, Vice-President of th e New York Central. It will be noticed that 
certain liberties were taken by th e engraver. 

Shades ,- a: Pale scarle t and black . 
b: Scarlet a nd black. 
c : P a le r ed and black . 
d: R ed a nd black. 
e : Deep r ed a nd black . 

Va rieties,- a : Cente r inve r ted . 
b : Pos ition bloc ks 

# 290--Four Cents.­
Brown and Black. 

Automobile . 
W a t e rmarked USPS 

in double line Roma n capita ls. 
Perforated 12. 
Issued May 1 , 1901. 

A 

F irst Sketch for t h e 4 Cent Frame. 
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Baltimore & Obio R. R. 
€lectric Vehicle Service 

€lcctric Vehicles ar< in nttendanee upon all trains of the Baltimore & Ohio Rnilrvad at 
-------- ~tationiJ, New JeriK'y .\ venue and Streflt, \\'aMhington ; 2-!th and 

1 
Che:-1tnut ~trcet.>1, Phila1lelphin. aniJ Grand Central Station, Chicago; antl will deliver pas.ctenge~ 
an1l hagga~c therefrom to all 1'1>int:s within the limit" o( eaeh eity nt \•err rf"a:mnable rate~. 

Ortlinary trunks will be deli\•ert<l to t'rnST Pt.OOR mas. · 

Service at any fiour of Day or f'ligbt . 
. Passengers for «tas l>ington desiring any s pecial class of °Vd>icle, will please 

not\fy Conductor of tr<lin prior to arrh·al at Wa.-tbington .lunetion, when on trains from the 
\\'t>1't: an1J print to arr1\·nl nt Baltimore-. \\"hen rin train~ from the f:al'it. 

Passengers for Phitaddphia, on train~ from the West, will 1;lea~e notify Con1lu1..·tor prior 
to arrt\•;ll at \\"ilmington. 

P"sscngcrs for Chic.ago will plea:ie nutiry Conductor 1•rior to arrival at Walk<-rlon. 

E leet•· ic A uto1nobo li e Used b y tl1e B:tlthno•·<" & Ol1io R. R. 

'l'he central subject is a reproduction of one of th e first electric automobiles, 
formerly used in Washington by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad for passenger 
service. 'fhe photograph shows a chauffeur on the box with Samuel P . Hege, 
(heretofore recorded as H edges ), wh o wa'> Passenger Representative of the B . 
& 0 .. in that city. The automobile i,; of th e closed coach type and the back­
ground of the picture shows a part of the lTnitecl States Capitol. 
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The vignette is enclosed within an ob~ong frame, the corners being broken 
by an entering curve on the lower angles and clipped with entrant angl es at the 
top, the main upper line being slightly arched. Immediately above, on a panel 
following the curvature of the opening, rounded at the right hand end and 
scrolled at the other, appear th e words OF' AMERICA and immediately above 
this, in a panel of opposite curvature, are the " ·ords l NI'l'ED STATES. Th e 
device COMMEMORA'L'IVE SElUES 1901 is placed on t he cornice ornament, 
the upper part of the frame being of architectural treatment. 'rhe vignette is 
flanked on eith er side by acanthus leaves, the words A 1JTOMOBIL E anrl POST­
AGE FOUR CE NTS are across the base of th e stamp, with th e numeral -! in 
each lower corner superimposed on the acanthus leaf ornamentation. 

In sending us this inter esting photograph of t he electric automobile, F. X. 
l\1ilholland, Assistant to Senior Vice-P resident of the B. & 0 ., said, " This cut 
also appeared in the ' Royal Blue' of September 1900, a publication of th e Balti­
more & Ohio, which has long sin ce been discontinued." 

Shades,- a : Brown a nd black. 
b : Deep brown a nd b lack . 
c : Bright brown a nd black . 

Varieties,- a: Ce ntre inverted. 
b: Ce n tre inve rted overpri n ted "Specimen ." 
c : Position bloc k s . 

# 297- Five Cents.­

Blue and Black. 

Brid ge at Niagara F a lls. 

Watermarked USPS 
in doubl e line Rom a n capita ls. 

Perforated 12 . 

I ssued May l , 1901. 

Fi rst S k etch for t11e :; Ce n t Franu•. 

'rhis is from an actual photograph and the picture presents the largest 
single span steel bridge in the world. Two t rolley cars are seen upon it and a 
view of Niagara F alls is shown in the background, with the graceful swingin g 
bridge arch as a frame. 'l'h e Canadian and American shores appear on eith er 
side. The opening for the illustration is much like that for the four cent stamp, 
but with str aight sides, curved top and horizontal base, with t he four corners 
indented. 'l'be upper line of th e opening describes a higher curve t han the four 
cen t stamp and th e words l NITED STA'l'ES OF Al\IERI CA in one line follow 
this curve. 'rhe device COMMEMORATIVE SERIES 1901 is in a straight lin e 
at the top of the stamp, the spaces in the upper corner s being filled with t ri an­
gular panels. 'l'be vignette is flan keel by fasces , the battle axes cutting out \\"a rd, 
with elongated shield superimposed th er eon bearing the numerals 5. 'J'he t itle 
BRIDGE A'l' NIAGARA FAJ_,Ls with POSTAGE J<' IVE CENTS are in two 
straight lines below the central frame. 

Sha des,-a: P a le b lue a nd black. 
b : Blue a nd black . 
c: Deep b lu e a nd black . 

Va ri eties,- a: Position blocks . 
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# 298---Eight Cents.­

Lilac and Black. 

Can a l Locks at Sault Ste. Marie. 

Watermarked USPS 
in double line Roman capita ls. 

Perforated 12. 

Iss u ed May 1 , 1901. 

First Sketch for t h e 8 Cent Fra in e. 

The vignette depicts a view of the great ship canal locks, includ ing their 
immediate surroundings. A tug and two ore boats are shown in the lock. 'rhe 
frame in general is an ornamental cartouche. Small shields suspended by r ib­
bons from the upper corners bear the denomination numerals. COM1\1El\10RA­
TIVE SERIES 1901 and UNITED STA'l'ES OF AMERICA in two curved 
lines are immediately above the vignette, while the inscription CANAL I10 CKS 
AT SAUL'r DE STE l\IARIE and POSTAGE EIGHT CEN'l'S appear in two 
horizontal lines at the. base of the design. 

Shades,-a: Lilac and black. 
b: Light purplish brown and black. 
c: Claret and black . 

Varieties,-a: Position B locks . 

# 299-Ten Cents.-

Light Brown and Black. 

Fast Ocean Navigation. 

Watermarked USPS 
in double line Roman capitals. 

Perforated 12. 

I ssued May 1 , 1901. 

_F irst Sketch for t h e 10 Ceut Fr.nin e. 

A ship with two smokestacks and masts presents its forward bow lapped by 
a rising wave. Th e general outline of the opening is that of a horizontal arch 
with a straight base, the two sides being cut into on either side by dolphins en­
twined around tridents pointing up, the midd!e prong passing thru the small 
scroll end of the tablet. Immediately above the upper curved line in the frame 
are the words UNI'l'ED ST ATES OF AMERICA, and above this the device 
COMMEMOl~ATIVE SERIES 1901. 'J'h e legend FAST OCEAN NAVIGA­
TION and the words of denomination are at the bottom in two straight lines. 

The various descriptions and records of this stamp, from its earliest days, 
describe it as bearing an engraving of one of the sister ships NEW YORK or 
PARIS of the American Line. 
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In cLecking this matter over with officials of t he International l\Iercantile 
l\Iarine Company we found that the reproduction on this stamp could not have 
been either the PARIS or the NEW YORK as bot h of these linen; han clippe r· 
bows and the ship on t Le stamp bas a straight bow. In addition, both of these 
boats were foreign built and naturally would not have been used on a commemo­
rative stamp of this sort to depict fast ocean tnffcl. 

S te:1111shilJ srr. PA U L.. Tnter11:1tion:ll l\"":n · i1..:;:ttion Co. 

Further investigations proved that t he vignette was engraYecl from a photo­
graph of the S'l'. PA lJI.J of the ord. ln ternat iona i ;-\avigation CJ. 11·hich had ab­
sorbed both the American and Red Star fones. 0. G. Reichelt, 1rho, as well as 
being· connected with tbe In ternational Mercantile l\Iarine Co., is Secretary of 
the Collectors Clilb , kindly furnished this photograph and upon checking the 
matter up for us with R. l\L Hicks, Manager of the I. lVL J\I. \Vashington office, 
received tb e following from him und er elate of April 25th, 1930 : 

"Referring to yo ur letter of April 24th, r egardin g the 10 cent stamp of the 1901 
Pan American Comme m orative Issu e, t h e Steamship "St. Paul" was u sed as a model 
for the en graving appearing on t his stamp , but it is not a n exact copy of this sh ip , a 
few minor ch anges having been m ade ." 

This was also verified thru A. W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing. In addition to this David Lindsay, of the I. 1\1. l\I., recalls secur­
ing this photograph for Mr. Baldwin, of the Burea u , who engraved the Yignette. 
Mr Baldwin died last year. 

Th e ST. PAUL was built and launched in this country in 1895, bein~· taken 
over by the government during the war with Spain. 

While the ST . LO-UIS was the first of the American liners that actna ll;· got 
under way for war, the S'l'. PA ( L was the fi rst to go into commission as an 
auxiliary cruiser of the United States Navy. 'l'his occurred before the com­
mencement of hostilities. When Captain Sigsbee, on the afternoon of ~.\pri l 21 , 
1898, boarded the ST. PA TTL at Cramp's shipyard, thr TTn ion Jack and th e house 
flag of th e American fone were hauled clown 'rhil e the crew was a<;semblecl on 
deck. Captain Sigsbee then read aloncl his commi ssion and instructions from 
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the Secretary of the Navy, and the American flag was hoisted, while a Captain's 
pennant replaced th e house flag at the head of the mainmast. Advancing to 
Captain Jamison, the S'l'. P AUI.J 'S old commander, Captain Sigsber salu ted 
and said: ''Sir, I hereby r elieve you of the command of this vessel'' - and t he 
formality of entering the government's service was completed . War was rl ::­
c~ared the following day. 

In 1923 the S'l' . PA UL was sold to a German firm for scrapping, th us ending 
her interesting career. 

Shades,- a: Light brown and b lack. 
b : Da rk brown a nd b lack. 

Varieties,-a: Position block s. 

'l'he following list of plate number s includes all the combinations known to 
Pxist. 'l'h e horizontal row of numbers denotes the frame plates and the vertical 
row denotes the plate numbers for the centre illustr ations. 

One Cent, Green and Black. 
1112 1116 1123 11 39 1172 1175 1179 11 81 

111 3 0 0 0 0 0 
1117 0 0 0 0 
1125 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1136 0 u u 0 0 0 0 
1156 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1168 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1170 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1177 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1180 0 0 0 0 0 
1194 0 0 0 0 0 
1196 0 0 0 
1225 0 0 0 
1226 0 0 0 
1227 0 0 0 
1228 0 0 0 
1233 0 0 0 
12 34 0 0 x 0 
1235 0 x x 
1248 0 0 x 

Note.-Th ese last four combin at ions mark ed w ith an "x" ex ist but are espec ia ll y rare. 

Two Cent, Carmine and Black. 
107 8 1092 1098 1114 111.9 1122 1126 1129 1165 1167 11 69 1176 

1079 0 0 0 0 
1093 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1115 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1118 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1124 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1127 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1128 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1134 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1135 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1137 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1138 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o· 0 0 
1166 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1171 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1173 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1174 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 
117 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1182 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1187 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1192 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1193 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1195 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1197 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ll98 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1208 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1221 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1222 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1223 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1224 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1229 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1230 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1231 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1232 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1238 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1239 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1240 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1241 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Note--On plate 1079 th e figures "1079" are fan cy and e ntire l y diffe rent in type of num-
e ra! than those u sed on any of the oth e r plates. 
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Of the seventy-five different plates used for the 1 Cent and 2 Cent denomi­
nations fifty-five of them were Vignette plates. This was due to the fact that 
the extremely fine engraving showed signs of wear long before that of the frame 
plates did. 

1145 Frame, 

1140 Frame, 

1150 Frame, 

1151 Frame, 

Four' Cent, Ited Brown and Black. 
114 2 Vignette 

Five Cent, Blue and Black. 
1141 Vignette 

Eight Cent, Brown Violet and Black. 
1143 Vignette 

Ten Cent, Yellow Brown and Black. 
1144 Vignette 

The following plates were made but never used: 

1120-1 Cent Frame 1247- 2 Cent Frame 
1121-1 Cent Vignette 1248-1 Cent Vignette 
1203-2 Cent Frame 1249- 1 Cent Frame 
1236- 1 Cent Vignette 1250-2 Cent Frame 
1237-1 Cent Frame 1253- 1 Cent Vignette 
1246-1 Cent Frame 1254-1 Cent Vignette 

1255- 1 Cent Vignette 
1256-1 Cent Vignette 
1261-2 Cent Vignette 
12 6 2- 2 Cent Vignette 
1263- 2 Cent Vignette 
1264-2 Cent Vignette 

Number of stamps issued : 
One Cent . . ... . ..... . . 91 ,401 ,500 Five Cent .. .. . ..... . . . 
Two Cent ... .. ... . .... 209,759 ,700 Eight Cent . . .. . .. . ... . 
Four Cent . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,737,100 Ten Cent ............ . 

THE INVERTS. 

7 ,201 ,300 
4,921,700 
5 ,043 ,700 

Before going into a discussion of the various inverts of this issue we wish to 
present a rather interesting thought on the subject. Mr. F. J. Melville, (3) com­
mented as follows : 

"In case of each of the "errors" it is the frame which is, strictly speaking, in­
verted. In a ll bi-colored stamps produced by the line engraved process the black 
portion is printed first and the coloured portion last. This is necessitated by the 
second "wetting down" for the second impression which would cause the co lour 
(other than black) to run." 

We believe, however, that the sheet containing black vignette impressions was 
placed on the press in an inverted position and that the frame plate was in cor­
rect position. We will, therefore, use the generally accepted term "centre in­
verted'' in this article. 

One Cent Inverted Center. 
This is more frequently found than any of the other bi-colored errors among 

United States stamps. The quantity known to philatelists has been accepted as 
700 copies. These are said to have been found as follows : 

Four sheets in Virginia, near Richmond. 
One sheet in Bessimer, Alabama. 
One sheet in New York, near Utica. 
One sheet in Connecticut . 

(3) United Sta t e s Postage Stamps 1894-1910. 
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A check up of the facts, however, seem to indicate that there were two 
-sheets of this stamp found in Connecticut. The sheet generally credite<l to that 
section of the country came into the New York philatelic market through ·the 
-efforts of J. W. Scott, according to ,J. l\'I. Bartels, who as an intimate friend had 
first hand information. 

Mr. Bartels told the writers that,- " l\1r. Scott r eceived a letter from a farm­
er in Connecticut stating that he had a sheet of the one cent inverts that he 
wished to sell. He visited the farmer but after an unsuccessful attempt to buy 
it for $100.00, a figure he considered reasonable, he left for the station to r eturn 
to New York. 'fhe trains being few and far between, Mr. Scott had a long wait, 
which, however, ·was not unprofitable. 'fhe farmer 'fi wife, knowing the scarcity 
of trains, hitched up their buggy and drove to the station, bringing the stamps 
''"ith her. They needed that hundred dollars too much to see it slip through 
their hands, and " if the gentleman still wanted the sta mps he co uld have them at 
his price. '' This accounts for one of the Connecticut sheets. 

According to Benjamin K. Miller, another sheet seems to have been found in 
Connecticut. His collection of United States stamps, which is on permanent ex­
hibition at the New York Piiblic Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Stret>t, New 
York City, includes a single copy of the one cent invert and a block of four . 

'fhis block is noted as follows: ''Bought from the man who obtained it for 
four cents at the Branford, Connecticut, Post Office.'' 

This, therefore, could not have been the same sheet that Mr. Scott bought 
and would make the total of known copies eight sheets instead of seven. 

The first known copies of this error were di<scovered at Bessimer, Alabama, 
by a jewelry firm on some circulars just prior to mailing them. Wh en they 
realized the find they had made they lost no time in removing the stamps from 
the circulars and thus saved them to Philately. 

'fhese inverts brought only about $25.00 each for quite awhile after they 
were discovered, as everyone believed more would appear as time passed. How­
ever, no others were discovered and the price has steadily risen until today they 
ar e cataloged at $300.00 per copy, but have brought more than this figure at r e­
cent auctions. 

Two Cent Invered center. 

The generally accepted quantity of known copies of this stamp is approxi­
mately fifty-five. The Official Check List notes fifty-three unused and one used 
copy. Walter S. Scott told the writers that he know of three used copies, one in 
the coll ection of Horace Allen of Hoboken , N. J. , one belonging to Arthur Lam­
born of New York City, and a third, in poor condition, he remembers having 
sold some years ago. 

Most writers agree that the only known copies of the two cent invert were 
found in a post office in Brooklyn, N. Y., by a Mr. Davis of the Mergenthaler 
fonotype Co., who sold them to dealers along Nassau St., for five dollars per copy. 

"I bought a block of four from him for twenty dollars," said Mr. Scott, "but 
when I heard he was peddling them around the street for five dollars each, I de­
manded my money back and returned the stamps to him. This was the biggest mis­
tak e I ever made." 

There seems to be some basis for disagieement with the generally accepted 
opinion of these fifty-four "known" copies. According to the Metropolitan 
Philatelist of May 25, 1901, under the heading of "\Vashington News," a man 
bought ten two cent stamps of the Pan American issue at a Brooklyn Post Office, 
and after using three of them noticed that the centre was inverted. H e, there­
npon ; wrote a letter to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and complained 
about them. The Department r epli ed that they had tried their best to avoid 
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this, but a few had probably slipped through, and that the stamps were neverthe­
less ''good for postage.'' 

He is reported to have sold six of them at a ''good figure.'' In the May 11, 
1901 issue of the same paper, a statement was made that "the two cent has al­
ready been seen with inverted centres.'' We believe that it is hardly possible 
that both of these finds came from the same sheet because the public demand for 
this series was very heavy. Mr. Scott shared the general opinion in r egard to 
the number known to collectors until quite recently when he was told by Admiral 
Frederick R. Harris of a man who had sold a sheet of a hundred two cent in- . 
verts for a thousand dollars in 1901. 

On interviewing Admiral Harris we found that he has in his employ the 
man who sold this sheet of inverts and we are indebted to him for the following 
information : 

"Fred Schoenberg, of 15 Locust St., Brooklyn, bought a sheet of the Pan Ameri­
can two cent stamps, at a Post Office in New York City, (he thinks that it was the 
City Hall Station . ) Mr. Schoenberg taught Sunday School a nd took the sh eet witl1 
him to show to the other teachers. One of the ladies noticed that the loco motive 
was "upside down ." His inspection showed this to be correct a nd h e genero usly 
gave each of four young ladies one copy of the error as a so uvenir. 

The next day he returned to the Post Offi ce a nd tried to obtain ad ditiona l copies 
of these stamps, informing the clerk of his discovery, but no more cou'd be found. 
A day or so later h e was visited by a man who cla imed to be a postal "Inspector ," 
who demanded the return of the sh eet, saying that t h ey were f raudu lentl y made and 
offering to replace t h em with a correct sheet. Mr. Schoenberg, however , refused to 
return the stamps, claiming that h e h ad honestly acquired t h em. The following day 
the "Inspector" returned and offered to buy them back for the "Department" for 
one hundred dollars . This offer was refused a nd daily visits ensued for two weeks 
until the offer finally reached one tho usand dollars for the ninety-six remaining 
stamps. This offer was accepted." 

On December 26th, 1929, we wrote to the Third Assistant Postmaster Gen­
eral in the hope that some official record might be available. The following re­
ply was received : 

"You are advised that there are no records now avai lable in the Department 
showing the number of inverted Pan American stamps issued, and when errors of 
this kind are discovered the Departm ent does not make a n effort to have the defec­
tive stamps returned for destruction. 

The sto ry to the effect that a Post Office Inspector, on behalf of this Department 
paid a thousand dollars for a sh eet of 100 two cent Pan American stamps cannot be 
confirmed by this office. 

Very truly yours, 
F. A. TILTON, 

3rd Assistant Post Master General." 

Mr. Schoenberg remembers being paid one thousand dollars in well handled bills 
of five, ten and twenty dollar denominations, which would indicate that the 
"Inspector" was not purchasing the stamps for the Post Office Depar tment but 
rather for a private party or group of individuals. 

Some of these stamps have undoubtedly appeared on the market as there 
have been two distinct shades sold at auction. Those first sold by l\'Ir. Davis were 
carmine and black, while a copy in scarlet and black was sold by "\V. S. Scott at 
an auction sale quite some years ago. 

This again brings up the question of what happened to the other half sheets 
of a hundred each. All of the stamps printed were handled and inspected by 
twenty-one different people before they were sent to the various Postmasters for 
distribution, and errors of all kinds were destroyed. This naturally accounts 
for the scarcity of inverts and also for the odd number of known copies. There 
were over three million sheets issued by the Department and of these only about 
ten sheets of inverts are known to have reached the public through the Post Of-
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fice. That more were printed and destroyed is illustrated by the following story 
told to us by J. M. Bartels: 

"In answer to my question as to whether any errors had been discovered and 
destroyed befo r e leaving the Bureau," said Mr. Bartels, "I was told by Thomas J, 
Sulliva n, Assistant Director of the Burea u of Engraving and Printing, that after the 
noon recess one day twenty odd sh eets of the two cent stamp were printed, with the 
centre inverted , before the error was discovered and corrected. These inverts were, 
of course, destroyed." 

With this additional information, the total number of copies of the two cent 
invert, known to Philatelists, should thPrefore be as follows: 

155 copies unused and 3 used 

It is quite possible that additional used copies may come to light from time 
to time as old letters and boxes of cancelled stamps fall into the hands of phila­
telists. Only two 0. G. blocks of four are known to be in existence, both in the 
collection of Col. E. H . R. Green. 

Four Cent Inverted Center. 

Regarding this sheet of one hundred, Mr. Bartels wrote us as follows: 

In reference to this stamp George B. Sloane said : ( 4 ) 

"A stigma has always been attach ed to the four cent orange brown and black 
with centre inverted. This stamp was never iss ued legitimately, but was " created. " 
It cam e about in the following manner . 

"A r eport reached the Post Office Department that the four cent had been dis­
covered with the centre inverted . This report was later proven erroneous . However, 
upon receipt of this report the Department felt that inasmuch as the error "already 
existed" it would not be amiss to make copies of the errors themselves for specimen 
purposes, a nd according to the official report of the President, issued later, the sug­
gestion was made to the Bureau that if any further errors were discovered in the 
reserve stock of stamps on hand at the Bureau, they be turned over to the Depart­
m ent. None were found, and two sh eets of 200 each (400 stamps) were printed and 
in due course delivered to Edwin C. Madden, Third Assis tant Postmaster General. 

"A part of these stamps were handstamped "Specimen" in a very small type , and 
a great many copies with and without "Specimen" were distributed gratis to Mr. 
Madden's personal friends, both in the Department and e lsewhere. A sheet of 100, 
without the overprint went into the files of the Post Office Departm ent for the Gov­
ernment stamp coll ection and 194 copies were destroyed, leaving 106 which had been 
given away. It is not known just exactly how many were h a ndstamped "Specimen" 
but the quantities of those in existen ce today with a nd without the overprint are 
about even." 

(Authors' Note : With the margin in favor of those without imprint.) 

'fhe creation of these ''Errors'' and their subsequent distribution caused a 
great deal of disturbance for a time, especially among the philatelic publica­
tions. 'l'hese and other protests on the part of the stamp collectors at large finally 
resulted in an official investigation of the matter and Assistant Attorney-General 
Charles H. Robb made the following statement to President Roosevelt in 1904: 

" The Third Assistant Post Master General verbally requested the superintendent 
of th e stamp division to suggest to the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing that if any more "inverts" were discovered, instead of destroying them, they 
be turned over to him for specimen purposes." None being discovered , the superin­
tendent of the stamp divis ion , without the knowledge of the Third Assistant Post­
m aster General, suggested that a sheet be printed, which was done, and duly turned 
over. Part of the stamps were. gratuitously distributed. The cost to the Govern­
m ent was but a few cents and there is no claim on the part of anyone that Mr. Madden 
did not act in perfect good faith in the matter. He certainly did not receive a penny, 
e ither directly or indirec tly, for the specimens distributed." 

(4) Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 1, No. 1. 
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Of the sheet of 100 that was turned over by the Department for the Gov-. 
ernment Collection, in the National Museitm at ·washington, 97 were exchanged 
by Mr. Leavy, the custodian, for other stamps that it lacked. These thus r eached 
the philatelic market. 

Regarding this sheet of one hundred, Mr. Bartels writes us as follows: 

"In reply to your inquiry r egard ing the sh eet of inverted P a n-American 4c 
s ta mp s, I take pleasure in stating that I recall that on seve ral occasions I saw in the 
Stamp Divis ion of the Post Offie Depa rtment a volume containing numerous sheets of 
stamps,-among these was a full sh eet of t h e inverted 4c P a n-Am erican. These were 
stuck firml y to the pages of this volume which was designated as pa rt of the "ar­
chives of the depar t m e n t." It was stated that they would r e m ain there a nd that 
they h a d been stu ck down like a ll the other sheets to avoid t h e possibility of their 
bein g extr acted by a nyone. 

This entire vo lume was later t urned over to the National Museum a nd all dupli­
cates including the entire sh eet of 100 of said 4c inverted were u sed for exchange 
purposes with stamp dealers a nd co llectors. 

Yours very truly, 
(signed) J . M. BARTELS. " 

Mr. Bartels informed us that a sheet each of the five, eight and ten cent de­
nominations with inverted centre:; were also made, according to information he 
received from the Bureau, but that the agitation caused by the four cent '' crea­
tion '' made their destruction advisable and all copies were destroyed. 

Counterfeits. 

'fh ere are some very dangerous counterfeits in existence of the inver ted 
centre errors, as well as other attempted counterfeits which are hardly worthy of 
the name and can be readily distinguished. One brand, however , is particularly 
deceiving, in this the centre has been ''skinned'' out by scraping or some clever 
process, and a new centre replaced inverted by photography or printing. 
''Fakes'' of these errors can generally be told by holding them up to th e light, 
placing them in benzine or by soaking them in water, but they are sometimes se> 
cleverly done as to almost defy detection. 

Counterfeits of the four cent variety are seldom seen, possibly for the reason 
that they may be easily distinguished by a close examination of the dome of the 
Capitol, which forms par t of the vignette, it will be noticed that the dome almost 
invariably extends partly into the top frame. Thus an invert with t he trace of 
the dome in correct position, would be an "intent" and not an " invert." 

SPECIMEN ST AMPS. 

From the annual reports of the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, we find a statement showing the number of "Specimen" stamps de­
livered to the Third Assistant Postmaster General during the fiscal year s 1901-
1902. These were hand stamped ''Specimen '' in dull purple. 

$0.01 
. 02 
.04 
.05 
.0 8 
.1 0 

1901 1 902 
100 70 
100 70 
100 470-( 5) 
100 70 
100 70 
100 70 

The following tabulation shows the number of ''Specimen'' postage stamps 
delivered to the Post Office Department for distribution to the Universal Postal 
Union during the fiscal year 1901. These were overprinted in black ink UNI­
VERSAL POST AL UNION. 

(5) This 470 d o ubtless inc lude s the 400 invert s that were speciall y pr inted. 
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1901 
$0.01 730 

.02 730 

.04 730 

.05 730 

.08 730 

.10 730 

PROOFS. 

Large or small die proofs of this series are known only on India paper for 
the large and wove paper for the small proofs. The large die proofs were print­
ed on large cards on which were impressed pieces of India paper about 50mm by 
62mm and may be found either on these cards or removed therefrom. 

The small die proofs, 28mm by 35mm, are from the same dies, but are really 
reprints, being from sets prepared for eighty-five albums issued by the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing in 1902. They have much narrower borders or mar­
gins, seldom being more than 3mm to 5mm wide. 

There are seventy-eight of these albums known that are complete, in others 
certain of the proofs were injured in mounting and were replaced with the actual 
stamps. 

There are no proofs of the inverts. 

(To b e continu ed .) 
Newark, N. J., Stamp Exhibition 
By HARRY M. KONWISER. 

T HE Stamp Exhibition fostered by the Federated Stamp Clubs of Northern 
New Jersey held November 1st to 15th, at the Newark Museum, was a 
decided success from every angle. 

There were forty entries ranging from highly specialized collections to en­
tries by novices and the awards were made early by placing colored ribbons on 
the glass frames indicating the prize winners to the public. 

Hon. E. R. Ackerman, was represented by a two-frame exhibit of unusual 
items including a block of 14 Great Britain, 1840, 1p black and a strip of four 
Norway No. 1. 

An A. Lincoln franked envelope with the v.,r ashington 1861 Free Postmark 
was an interesting item. 

0. N. Giertsen of Bloomfield received a First Award for a showing of Nor­
way stamps. The various varieties were the edification of the stamp student as 
well as the collector. This interesting collection should be shown at National 
Exhibitions. 

Wm. C. Stieger of Hackensack received a First Award for his collection of 
Russian Stamps of the 1918-22 Provisional period. Mr. Stieger also received a 
First Award for his collection of U. S. Metered Mail. 

Henry C. Dewitt of Summit showed a splendid lot of Air Mail, First Flights 
ship-to-shore covers. The notation on the display indicated Mr. Dewitt, who re­
ceived a First Award, had a "complete" collection. 

Henry C. Dewitt, Jr. of Summit was awarded a First, for a collection of U. 
S. and Foreign Air Mail Covers. 

Wm. lVL Hoyt of Summit received a First Award for Seapost Cancels on U. 
S. and Foreign Covers. Mr. Hoyt's splendid collection of France, 1853-77, 



32 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
specialized principally as to postmarks and cancellations r eceived a Second 
Award. 

J. W. Andres of W estfield showed two frames of U. S. 1883-87 2c. red-brown 
and 3c. gr een, including proofs and color trials and some unusual cancels. A 
First Award was made for the sixteen pages shown. 

Franklin S. Smith of Montclair r eceived a First for his Revenue Stamps. 
Oscar W. Fowler of Dumont, a leading collector of Vermont P ostmarks, 

showed a few things of interest, including Stampless Cover s, a cover with a blue 
star cancel on the 3c. pink, postmarked 1861, and a straight lin e POST MIJ..JLS, 
VT. in black. A First was awarded this exhibit. 

Marie L ake of Paterson, in the ,Junior Class, showed some interesting pages 
depicting the educational aspect of stamp collecting. This group included pages 
on Advertising, Progress of the Mail, Battle Ships, Birds, Olympic Games, Saints 
and Sinners, Queens and Public Buildings. She received a First Award. 

'Willis M. Pott of Summit show·ed a nice lot of Air Mail Covers, one featur- . 
ing the autograph of Lindy on a cover carried by him on April 16, 1926, on his 
first Contract Air Mail flig·ht. A Second Prize was made on this exhibit. 

Joseph A. Brohel of H ackensack shovved lJ. S. Stamps with plate numbers, 
e. pecial. y on the 0c. Victory stamp (1919 issue ) which has plate numbers 9412 
to 9419 inclusive and 9426 to 9433 inclusive, sixteen in all and believed to be 
compl ete. A Second Prize was made here. 1\1r. Brohel also showed a frame of 
,Jamaica Stamps. 

H . T . '\Villcox showed Stampless Covers and unused Civil W ar Patriotics, 
receiving a Third Prize. Th e same exhibitor showed a fine lot of Pre-Cancelled 
Stamps, including the rare Glen Allen Star and the Mansfield, Ohio, on a 13c. 
(1902 ) which is said to be quite rare- if not unique. 

Stephen G. Rich of Verona exhibited U. S., 1847-1869 together with a few 
interesting Stampless Covers showing high rates; also Cape of Goo<l Hope 
stamps, 1853-64; also, another exhibit showing stamps of the Minor Countries of 
Southern Africa, and still another of 0. S. Telegraph Stamps, 1871-1928. 

R. N. Traxler of Rahway showed Netherlands, 1900-1930 ; Charles Nissen of 
P11ramus exhibited a nice lot of Danish Christmas Seals, 1905-29; George G. Hol­
lingshead of 1\'Iontclair showed Great Britain, plate numbers on the 1864 penny 
re<ls; and Martin Neuer showed a map of the United States, made with U. S. 
stamps. 

J . Kalin, a Junior Collector, presented an interesting lot of pages from his 
collection, showing both domestic and foreign stamps, for which be received a 
First Award; J . 0. Marsh of Rahway showed a group of Air Mail Covers; 
Adolph Klingenstein of W eehawken showed a very fine lot of Siam, including the 
1899 errors; Cross Stamp Company of Newark, displayed a frame, featuring old 
European Stamps on Covers and some Patriotics, likewise a sheet of the 1857-60 
1-cent blue. 

1\Irs. N. Foerster of Hackensack received a Second for her lot of New ,J ersev 
Pre-Cancels; B. Klingenstein of Jersey City was awarded a Second for his di~­
play of British Colonials of the Pound values; Charles Arthur Barbies of Bloom­
field r eceived a Third Ribbon for his Air Mail Covers and Patriotics, some of the 
latter being rath er desirable; J. Grob of Clifton showed l<""oreign and U. S. Air 
1\Iail Covers. 

0 . G. Reichelt of P aramus showed the original sketch for the 1869 12s. 
stamp, giving the history of the ship shown on that stamp and also showe<l album 
pages from his P apua and Seychelles collections. George M. Holiingshead of 
Montclair showed the Pre-Cancelled stamps of Kansas City, Mo., in three frames; 
E. Bernett of Newark showed Air Mail Covers. 

'l'he W est New York, N. J'., School No. 3 showed the map of Europe, made 
from European stamps, previously illustrated in this magazine, and an unnamed 
exhibitor showed the 5c. carmine double error, in a full sheet. 
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Patent Cancelling Devices and 
Cancellations 
By FRED. R. ScnMALzRIEDT. 

To William M . Swan , of Detroit, Michigan, I am ind eb t ed for the copies of th e several 
patents and for describing a nd distinguishing them for me. Credit i s due many others 
for ass isting me in various ways and m ak in g this art ic l e possible. Of these, I mu s t m en­
t ion W. F. Goerner, Dr. Warren L. Babcock, Dr. Ste phen A. W e lch, Dr. Robert F. Cham­
bers, Dr. Ralph W. P ayne, Judge R. S. Em e rson, H. L. Lindquist, Elliott P e rry, Lyndon 
R. Babcock, Lyman J. Seely, C . B. Durland, G. · W . N. Usticke , H. J. H a nse n , John A. Kle ­
mann, H . P. Atherton, Fred E. Farnham, Hugh M . Clark, Edward Stern, George B. Sloan e, 
Richard W alton, Wendover Neefus, John Kay, Clarence W . Wilson, Donald N . Sweeny, 
Alvin Good, Robert F. Molitor, VV. W. MacLare n , C. S. W atson, Milo C. Reynolds, Steph e n 
C. L yon , D. L. Ball e ntine, Karl Koslowski, H. M. Konwiser, Robert B. Locke , Roscoe C. 
Burle igh, Andre w S. l\litche ll, R. D. MacGuff!n, and Vi c tor W e is kopf. 

P OSTAGB stamps had been in use only a short time when the need of a 
canceller that would deface thrm so thoroughly as to prevent cleaning 

· and re-use became qnite a problem. That the loss to the government 
must have been considera hle may be inferred from the many patents is::med for 
invention s intended to stop tl1 is abuse and the number of postmasters who adopt­
ed them. Not much has been written about this phase of our postal history nor 
the devices that were patented, and the interesting cancellations that were the 
resu'.t. The first person to call attention to them was Wm. L. Stevenson, form­
erly of Flint, but now of Detroit, l\lirhigan. Ile began a series of notes on these 
cancellations in tt.e July 1915 number of The Collectors' Journal of Chicago . 
Ill., published by H. L. Lindquist and continued them from time to time until 
March 1917. In Noveml.Jer 1915, J. Klemann, Jr. described the Wesson patent in 
the Philatelic Gazette, and '1.'he Aniairan Philatelist of July 1920 contained an 
article by Dr. \Vm. Evans of Norfolk, Va. which is undoubtedly the most com­
plete that has heretofore been written on this subject. 

It was my good fortune to be ab'e to acquire the collection of Mr. Steven­
son as well as that of Dr. Evans, to which, with the assistance of many dealers 
and fellow collectors a large number of pecimens, many of them heretofore un­
known, have been added. As a result, all but a few of the known types of can­
cellations mentioned in this article now appear in my own collection and the 
accompanying drawings have been made from the original in every instance; 
the color of the cancellation being b' ack unless otherwise stated. The missing 
types are in the collections of A. E. Owen of \Vestfield, N. J., and Wm. F. Goer­
ner of Edgewood, R. I.; all of these, however, were kindly loaned to me by the 
owners. 

Because of the length of time that has elapsed since these cancellations were 
used, the short period during which the majority of them were in use, and the 
fact that so many stamps were cast aside or destroyed by dealers and collectors 
who were not familiar with them and considered them mutilated and undesir­
able, very few copies are now available, and it is rather difficult to be positive 
of the authenticity of some of them, particularly when only one copy- and that 
off cover-is known. It appears probable that they were first used in 1860 or 
1861 and, except in a few instances, were discontinued about 1866, the advent 
of the grilled stamps making mutilation no longer necessary. I have seen only 
two patent cancellations on stamps of the 1867 issue and none on those of 1869. 
While I have seen several on stamps of the National Bank Note Co. printing 
with grill, this may be because of late use of these stamps. I have no evirlence of 
any being used between 1868 and 1872 and they must then have continued as 
late as 1887 since the last stamps on which I have seen patent cancellations are 
the one cent blue and two cent green issued in that year. 

At the time, when the use of postage stamps was made compulsory, the 
cancellation in common use was th e tmrn and date; and the stamps of the 1851 
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and 1857 issues are usually found cancell ed in this manner . 'fhis form of can­
cellation seems to have proven unsatisfactory for several r easons, one being that 
the stamps were not sufficiently defaced so as to prevent cleaning and r e-use. 
'fhe r esult was an order by th e Po;:;tmas'er General of the United States on July 
23rd, 1860, prohibiting the cance lation of stamps by th e dating or postmarking 
device. This order necrssitated th e use of two separate and distinct devices as 
we11 as operations in order to date the letter and cancel the stamp. It impressed 
itself so forcibly upon man~' of the po:;tmasters that they adopted a killer that 
would brea k the fibres of th e stamp, ther eby permitt ing the ink to permeate it 
in a mann er as to effectually prevent cleaning. 

By common usage, th ese can cel!at ions are refe rred to as "patent cancella­
tions'', and I can see no good r eason why I should do otherwise, although a num­
ber , particularly those used at the sma ler postoffices, were not patented at all. 
Th e killer in many instances was not at tached t o th e town canceller and was 
simply made so as to cut the fib res of t he stamp b~, the mer e force of th e blow. 
Because of th e adclit :ona' work and expense entai led by the use of two cancel­
ling devi ces, 1his became a fJerious ma'cter to the postmasters of t he larger offi ces, 
which eYen t l ~ en I-andled an immense am::mn t of mail. Appar ently th e first 
p erson to solve the p r oblem was Mar cus P . .\Torton, of Troy, N. Y. , whose orig­
inal patent number ~503 6 , was granted Aug. 9, 1859. Thereafter he made im­
p rovements for wh ich addit icnal patents were g ranted as fo _lows : Jan. 14-, 1862, 
No. 34184 ; Dec. 16, 1862, No. 37175- this likely cover ed the Albany, Buffalo 

• and Rochester cance lers nsed from 1863 to 1865 and probably later; Apr. 14, 
1863, No. 38175- r e-i ssued Aug. 23, 1864, No. 1748; Aug. 3, 1869, No. 3586; 
and Oct . 4, 1870, No 1. 4143 and 4144 ; Aug. 15, 1865, No. 49432 ; July 13, 1869, 
No. 92688; and Aug. 23, 1870, No. 106716. 

Tn th e specification of his first paten t, l\Ir . >:or ton described his invent ion 
as follows: 

"The n a ture of m y invention co nsis t s in cons tructing the h a nd s ta mp so as to 
contain a cylinder with th e initials of each mont h in a year and two o th er cylinde rs 
with fi gures for th e r espective days of each m on t h ; a lso, a cylinder with fi gures t o 
r epresent t en year s, (more or less, as the case m ay be, ) which cy' inder sh a ll r evolve 
upon the sam e shaft with each, and within a s ta tiona r y form of type, a nd t h er eby 
print the month , the day of the month , a nd the year and each in connection with t h e 
printing of the subj ect-ma tter upon the s tationa ry form of type. It al so consists 
in attachin g a blotter to the hand-sta mp upon one or two sides for the purpose of 
cutting, blotting, ca n cellin g, or effa cing the 'frank ' or ' pos tage s tamp,' so a s to pre­
vent a second use of the sa m e, while a t t h e same tim e t h e n a m e of the 'pos toffice ' , 
the year , the month , a nd the day of the month a r e printed upon the. envelope a nd 
one side of th e postage s t a mp , givin g a good impression, a nd prevent undue wear of 
th e pos tmarking sta mp in consequence of being used upon the un even surface m a de 
by the posta ge s tamp. It is now a lmost impossible to get a good impression up on 
envelopes con ta ining le t te r s, etc , of the name of pos toffi.ce a nd the da te by r eason 
of usin g the hand s tamp upon the pos tage st a mp in order to ca n cel or efface the 
sa m e. " 

" It furth er cons is ts in constructi n g a r ing or stat ionar y t ype-holder with a dove­
tail ch a nne l or g roove, so th a t th e n a m e of a ny town r equired m a y be set t h e r ein , 
with th e ini tials of any s tate r equired, a nd wh en thus a rranged is firmly secu red 
r eady for use It a '.so co nsists in firml y securing each of the a for esaid cylinder s in 
its place The pa rts are £O arranged as to r end er t h em easily clean ed a nd r eadily 
adjus ted to their proper places ; a lso , easily r epaired or replaced when worn out. By 
a rra n gin g each pa rt r equired to post m a rk a ny Je tte r or envelope and to ca n cel t h e 
postage s ta mp in th e m a nner a nd form h er ein d escrib ed ther e will be no possibili ty 
o f any pa rt being lo st whil e being t ransmit t ed in th e m a il s or being los t at th e post­
ofiice un · ess th e ent ir e stamp is lost. Thi s s ta mp is m ore convenient fo r postmaster s 
on acco un t of be ing ea s i ly adjus ted to t h e year , th e month , a nd the day of t h e mon t h , 
a nd r equirin g not as much car e to look a ft e r th e va rious parts as now re qu ir ed. It 
occupies mu ch less room in the ma il-ba gs while being transmitted to it s place of 
des tina tion. It takes less time, troubl e a nd expense to prepare it for such transmis­
s ion . It cu ts t h e pos tage st a mp in a s m a ny places as ther e a re sh a rp ed ge projec­
tions upon the face of the blotter, while a t the sam e oper a tion the places t hus cut 
through th e postage s t a mp a r e inked by the sam e m eans wh er eby t h e cutting was 
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done, thus preventing a second use of su ch postage stamp , for, although the ink 
thus put on be washed therefrom by any process, the places thus cut will show the 
first use a nd detect a nd expose the seco nd or fraudulent use of su ch postage stamp. 
All the difficulties a ttending the efficien t postmarking of letters and the blotting and 
can celling of postage stamps by t h e use of a ny kind of stamp now used by the gov­
ernment are f ully overcome by the u se of thi s stamp." 

In the specification of Letters Patent No. 37,175, Mr. Norton says: 

"The nature of m y improvemen t con sists in co n structin g cancelling stamps that 
sh a ll cu t the postage-stamp without injury to the contents of the envelope or packet 
en closed t h e rein , and at the same time cause a h eavy circula r mark upon the inside 
and outside of that part of th e stamp can ce ll ed by the cutting d evice, so that sa id 
postage stamp sh a ll r eadily show cancellation in ink, a nd when removed from the 
letter or pack et on wh'.ch the sam e may have been can celled, it shall be r educed to 
parts or pieces, whereby a second use of the stamp is prevented, a ltho it may h ave 
been previo usly c!ean :: d by a ch emical or other process. It a lso con sists in the em­
ployment and combination of a can celling stamp with a cu tti n g a nd inking device 
ther eo n , with a pos tma rking or rating stamp , so that the can cel '. ing of th e letter­
frank a nd t h e postmarking on th e envelope or packet sh a ll be e ffectu a lly done. * * * 
On the face of t he can celling s tamp, I construct circula r knives or cutte r s, which 
project somewhat be low Orn face of t h e m a rkin g or rating stamp, so as to give a 
so m ew hat hard er irn i.: r.ss:on a nd in advance of that given by the rating stamp, 
wher eby the postage stamp is cut t h ro u gh , a nd at th e same time m ake the broad 
dark lines on the inside and t h e broad dark circular lines on the ou tside thereof. 
That part of this cancelling-stamp which makts t h e circular lines is made so m ewh at 
below the surface or t h e immediate edge of the knives or cutter s, and serves as a 
guide to prevent the knives or cutter s from cutting through the postage-stamp and 
enve:ope containing the same, whereby injury to the letters or contents is prevented, 
and at the same time m akes t h e heavy or da rk lines, so as to show can cellat ion more 
re.adily. Grooves or channels cut across the face of the cancelling stamp so as to 
leave a correspondin g part of the letter stamp in condition without be.ing cut or 
inked . The knives or cutters may be made on a str aight line across the face of t h e 
cancelling-stamp, instead of a circular form, in which event heavy guards or guides 
will be constructed upon each side, so as to preven t the knives or cu tter s from cut­
ting too deep, and t h ereby injure the letter or contents while at the sam e t ime a 
heavy line or mark in ink m ay be g iven upon the postage-stamp, t h er eby showing 
the cancellation read ily. Any number of knives or cu tters m ay be used for cutting 
the postage-sta mp. The cancelling-stamp may be of any size or dia m eter desired . 
The guards to preven t the knives or cutters from cutting too much and from in­
juring a ny letter or con tents m ay be of any for m or shape deemed best, so long as 
the object and result desired by this cancelling-stamp are attained." 

In the specification of Letters Patent No. 49432 he says: 

"The nature of my invention consists in t h e employment of a n adjustab le punch, 
for the purpose of can celling postage stamps by punching a hole or hol es through the 
same at t h e same t ime and operation of giving an impression in ink upon su ch post­
age-stamp by m eans of a cork, wood, or any e lastic substance so as to th us effectually 
prevent a second or r euse of any s uch postage-stamp. * * * This punch m ay be 
used a nd combined with the pos tage-stamp cancelling device patented to m e on t h e 
14th of April, 1863, and is to be operated in the sam e manner as that of the ordi­
nary h a nd-stamp ." 

Thus it is seen that the object of these pa tents was to attach the killer to 
the town canceller and make it unncccssar~' for the cancelling clerks to perform 
two separate operations and at the same time lrnYe the killer puncture the stamp 
so as to permit penetration by the ink. The Ne''-' York City postmaster, when 
directed to make experiments and report to the department, apparently was not 
familiar with the Norton patent, but nndoubtedly had become aware of the use 
of devices to puncture the stamp by other postmasters . \Vhen conducting his 
experiments in 1862, he first used t li e well known target, and for a time at least 
concurrently with the knife-blade hereafter described, as I have seen it on a 
cover dated Oct. 15, 1862; but this was soon followed by several types of killers, 
which effectually destroyed the stamps, tbns preventing their re-use, but also 
raised havoc with the contents of the envelopes. All of these he attached to the 
town cancellers. This action, on his part, hmveYer, resulted in a suit against 
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the government and efforts on the part of l\Ir. Nor ton and his heirs over a long 
period of year s to have Congress compensate them for infringement of his pat­
ent. Although the government continued to use th i;;; invention during all of the 
years for which it was patented and also thereafter, this claim, to the best of 
my knowledge, has not yet been settled. 

Mr. Norton, in his appli cation for compensation to the Postmaster General 
says: 

"Use of this invention is of great value to yo u r Department and results in the 
saving annually of large sums of money to the government, and it prevents frauds 
upon the postal r evenue and economizes in time and facilitates the making up of the 
mails for transportation. * * * The testimony of the officers and agents of yo ur 
Department as to the necessity a nd value of t his invention is so comp'lete and full, 
that we direct your special attention to it. In July 1860, the Postmaster General 
iss ued an order prohibi t ing the cancell ation of postage stamps by t h e dating or post­
marking stamps, a nd requiring t hi s cancelling to be done by a separate instrument. 
This involved much additiona l expense, and the Postmaster at New York, then Gen­
eral Dix, stated that it cou ld not be done without a large additional clerical force. 
In this extremity, he attempts to construc t an instrument which will avoid the neces­
sity of the employment of t h e r equired additional clerical force. He d escribes the 
s upposed invention in these words: 'Th e order of the Postmaster General prohibiting 
t h e cl:!.ncelling c f postage stamps by the dating or postmarking stamps, a n d requir­
ing the work to be done by a separate in strument, co u ld not be execu ted without an 
increase of the clerical force. We were compelled a few days ago to keep back t h e 
mail nearly half an hour in order that the letters might be properly cancelled. When 
the letters amo unt to thousands, the duplication of th e work of cancelling and post­
marking is a very serious matter. In this extremity, and with an extreme reluctance 
to a ugment the clerical force of t hi s office for the purpose of doing the work, I have 
hit upon an expedien t which answers the purpose perfectly. It occurred to me that 
the separ ate instrument required by the Department might be attached to the post­
marking stamp, a nd I sent for the stamp maker a nd gave. him my idea, which he has 
carried out very well. The cancelling stamp is soldered on to the other so that one 
handle a nswers for both ; the double operation is performed with one blow; there is 
th erefo re no increase of work.' " 

On the 10th day of August 1860, General Dix is informed by Acting First 
Assistant Postmaster General Skinner that his supposed invention had been 
thought of before, when he wrote him as follows: 

" The arrangemen t is an excellent one and will save much labor in m aking up 
the mails; but I fear the attachm ent yo u have fixed to your marking stamps has not 
only been thought of before, but has actu a lly been patented; if so, it may, at some 
future ti m e subj ect yo ur office to a heavy charge to the patentee for its use; or per­
haps, to a lawsuit. The Postmaster General therefore d esires that yo u will avoid 
s uch co nsequ ences." 

The Postoffice Department desi1;ed to test the utility of this invention and 
for that purpose the Postmaster at New York was requested to conduct experi­
ments, and on the third day of January 1863, Mr. Wakeman, in his report upon 
the subj ect says: 

"I am confident that no office in the country performs cancellation more thor­
oughly. * * * I am satisfied the interests of the Department would be subserved 
by securin g its general use ." 

On the First day of March 1865, Po3tmaster General Dennison, in reply to 
the communication of the Senate committee said: 

"In reply to your inquiry on the subj ect, I h ave to state that this stamp is a n 
invention of importance to the postal ser vice, particularly at our la r ge postoffices; 
it is also an effectual instrument for cancelling postage stamps; and it diminishes 
the chances of cleansing postage stamps and usin g them a second time." 

The next patent of which I have been able to find any record was issned to 
Samuel Ward Francis, of New York City, April 21, 1863, being No. 38222. 'fo 
use Mr. Francis' own language: 

"The object of my invention is to prevent postage stamps from being used more 
than once, by permanently defacing them. The cancelli n g of stamps by writing or 
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printing over them the cancelling m a rk- has proved in:ifficie n t . Sta mps so ca n celled 
m ay be readily r emoved from the envelo pe or paper to which they a r e attached , and 
the can celling m ark obliterated by m eans of ch emical r eagents; and my invention 
cons ists, first, in the m ethod of can celling adhesive st amps by m eans of a cutting 
edge or series of cutting edges, so operated that when applied to t h e stamps one or 
more portions shall be cu t out and remov~d without injury to t h e material to which 
the stamps are attach ed ; second , in the construction of a h and instrument for can­
celling stamps by cu tting so t hat by one downward pressure its cutters or scraper s 
shall be operated and remove a portion of the stamp without injury to the paper 
und erneath; third, in the combination, with cutters operated by a s liding handle of 
studded guard and suppor t, so a rra nged that the instrument is caused firml y to 
grasp or to impinge u pon t h e s urface of the stamp to be can celled while the cutters 
a.re being operated, and to gu a rd the cutter against undu e pressure upon the paper; 
fou rth, in the co mbination , with the cutte r s of a hand instrument for can celling 
stamps by cu tting ou t of a nd removing f rom the stamp on e or more portions thereof, 
of a spring so arr a nged as to produce a n incis ion in the paper of a depth not exceed­
ing the thickness of stamps." 

In other words, F rancis' only apparent improvement, if any, over Norton's 
original stamp-cutting idea, effected hy a nni.tary cutfng and smearing block, 
consisted in providing two cutter parts, one of which merely cut into the paper, 
as Norton proposed, while the other , opera ting within t he first, was prevented 
by a spring from penetrating further than the usual th '.ckness of a stamp . 

'l' o william Raynor, of Brookl,vn, N. Y. wa s issued Patent Ko . 40430 on Oc­
tober 27, 1863. 'I'he specification attached says that: 

" The object of this invention is t o obtain a simple a nd efficien t implem ent or 
device by which postage and other stamps m ay be can cell ed in a more expedi t ious 
manner than by th e ordinary process of writing upon them. * * * In the center 
of the female die there is inserted a pad, which may be of india rubber or a n y suit­
able e lastic m ateria l. This pad is directly over t h e types in the m a le die, a nd to the 
female die there are attach ed two vertical punch es, which are directly over and in 
line with holes in t h e m a le die. * * * By placing the s t a mp on the m a le di e, and 
t hen forcing down the female die, the stamp will be embossed with t h e proper n a m e 
a nd date and will a lso be punched." 

Patent No. 45708 was issued to John \V. Foster, of W m.:hington, D. C., Jan. 
3, 1865; re-issue No. 1871 dated F'eb . l.+, 1865. The patentee describes his in­
vention as follows: 

" This invention r elates to a cancell ing s t a mp which is chiefly designed to consti­
t ute a m edium whereby postage stamps may be eff ectually effaced by being cut or 
punched in such a way that a n attempt to detach the stamp from the envelope will 
inva ria bly produce the sepa ration of t h e portion which has been cut out by the 
knife or leave a n ineffaceable m a rk therein . Thi s cutting or punching of a stamp, 
m ay be effected after it has been a ppli ed to the envelope without the latter being 
penetrated or its con tents injured. Th e invention consists in a novel m a nner of 
gau ging the cutting instrument so as to limit the depth of its pen etration ." 

In this device the central cutter punch intended for the mutillation of the 
stamp, when not in use, proj ected beyond the fixed outer rim which was respon­
sible for the ink cancellation. Otherwise it seems to have been about the same as 
the Francis canceller . 

This was followed in the same year by a patent issued to Charles S. \V ells, 
Chicopee, Mass., on Sept. 19, 1865, being No. 50058, and probably covered the 
device used for cancellation No. 69. The specificat ion says: 

"This invention relates to a new and improved device for can celling postage 
stamps. The invention cons ists in the use of a circular cutte r formed at the lower 
end of a tube which is provided with a spira l s lot, said tube being fitted within a 
case, within which a nd the tube a plunger works, the latter having a lateral- pro­
jecting pin, which is fitted within the spira l groove of the cutter tube, a ll being 
arranged, in connection with a spring . * * * The device is used as follows: The 
face of the case is placed upon the stamp to be can celled and the rod forced down 
by the h a nd of t h e operator. As the rod is pressed down the tube and cutter are 
rotated in consequ ence of the pin of the rod working in the spiral groove or slot 
of the tube. The cutter cuts a circular hol e in the stamp and effect ually defaces 
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or cancels it. When the rod is released from pressu;·e of the hand the spri n g throws 
it up again to it s original position, a n d the device is aga:n ready for use. I am aware 
that a cancelling stamp has before been made with a cu tter rotated within its handle 
by pressing down the latter, as described in a patent granted to S. W. Francis on 
the 21st day of April 1 863. My device 1s superior to the above in providing an outer 
casing which rests firmly upon the paper, gau ges the cut, and remains stationary 
while the cutter turns within it, so that lhe latter is rotated with greater ease and 
effect, a nd the depth of all parts of it cut more accurately gauged." 

Tn this deYice, the outer rim was mad e flat, .·o as to r est firmly on t lH' paper, 
whereas l\ir. l~rancis aimed to make both hii; inn er and onter parti; effect a cut­
ting of the paper. J\fr. 'IV-ells' central cuarr was desiµne d to cut a ring in the 
stamp, while Mr. Francis' cen t ral cutter might be described as a toothed gauge. 

J. C. Gaston, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on April 20, 1869, obtained Patent No. 
89213, and this, apparently, covered almost all of the devices that were used 
from 1872 to 1887. It certainly seems to fit exactly the Boston, Providence, 
Loui sville, and similar types of patent cancellations which had a number of pegs 
or pinpoints for puncturing the stamp, snrr onnded by a guard to prevent th em 
from penetrating the envelope and contents. J\Ir. Gaston says: 

"My invention relates to devices for cancelling ;;tamps; and it consists in a 
blade, or s imilar device, having a series of points for perforating the stamp, and 
having an adjustable guard for r egulatin g the depth of the perforations, as h erein­
after more fully explained. * * * In can celling postage stamps, it is desirable 
to accomplish the object by cutting, perforating, o r scarifying the stamp, so as to 
prevent it from bein g used a second time, but hi t h erto it has been difficult to accom­
plish this object, without cuttin g through the letter , 1.: nd inj uring its contents. To 
accomplish this object I provide a. tool, or handle, of any s u itab le s ize and form, and 
secure in its lower end a blade, having its edge formed •n to a series of points. Upo n 
this handle, I place a ferrule, having a screw-thread cu t on its exterior, a nd over 
this I place another ferrule, or ring having a scr ew-thread on its interior. When 
thus arranged, it will be seen that the outer ring can be r a ised or lowered at will, 
and that by this m eans, the extent to which the points protrude below the face of 
the ring can be regulated at will, and that th us the poin ts may be so set as to perfo­
rate the stamp, without penetrating the contents of the letter or envelope." 

Th e Washington, D. C. cancellation No. 96, probably came from a device 
patented 1-0 John Goldsborough, of Philadelphia, Pa., on Nov. 26, 1872, being 
No. 1334-35. Again using the patentee's own language: 

"My invention relates to stamp-can celling machin es h avin g rasp-like plates, 
which tear the stamps; and my invention consists in provid ing each serrated p!ate 
with a projection at the side, upon which a s liding h a ndl e bears directly, so that 
the plate is turned wh en the h a ndl e is depressed By this arrangem ent , the full 
force of the blow upon the handle is transferred without loss to the serrated plate, 
while there is a great gain in simplicity of construction , stren gth, and durability 
over machines in which the serrated plates are operated through the m edi um of 
links. * * * The rasping-edges of the plates being brought against the face of a 
stamp, a smart blow on the end of the handle, depressing the sam e, will rotate the 
plates, and cause the scraping away of parts of the stamp, the spring raising the 
handle and restoring the plates to their first pos ition on removing th e pressure." 

This device represents quite a departure from th e principal of the several 
patents above reviewed. Th e i.ntended injnry to the stamp by the raspin~ whee-.s 
represents a movement along its surface, comparable to 1 he skidding of the 
wheels of an automobile along the pavement as contrasted with the perpendicu­
lar approach toward the stamp from ahovr rept·e::ented by th e suggestions of 
the earli er patents. 

David M. Cooper, of Georg·etown, D. C., obtain ed a patent on July 6, 1875, 
being no. 165308, ·which apparently covered th e deYices used for the other Wash­
ington scarifier, (No. 97 ) ) . Th e specification ~ays: 

"This invention r elates to that class of instruments in which a h a ndl e, a revolv­
ing disk attached to a stem , a nd a spring a r e so combined that when the disk is 
pressed against any object, by m eans of pressure app lied at the h a ndle, the disk will 
rotate in contact with the object against which it is pressed , a nd cut or bore away a 
portion of the substan ce, a nd when the pressure is removed the spring will r eturn 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 39 
a ll the parts to t h eir original position, r eady for operation again. In su ch instru­
m ents, when they a r e to be used to remove a portion of a stamp for the can cel atio n , 
they a re provided with a rin g or a nnular plate, ex tend in g around the cu tt:ng-disk , 
for th e purpose of holding bo th t h e stamp a n d the cancelling-ins ~rum en t properly in 
place during the operation. The m a insprin g has been h ereto fore employed for t h e 
purpose of pressing said rin g upon the s tamp , but t his rend ers th e instrument inco n ­
venient to h a ndl e. If the spring is inclosed within a suita ble case it a dd s to the 
weight a nd bulk of t h e instrum ent, a nd interferes with the proper free dom of move­
men t of the a nnula r plate; a nd , if not so inclosed , the instrument must be handled 
very carefuJ: y, or the spring is lia bl e to injure the fingers. Whether inclosed or not, 
t h e pressu re upon th e annula r plate aro und the head cannot be a djusted without at 
th e sam e time adjusting t h e pressure up on the ro tar y cu tting-pl ate inclosed by t h e 
ring. Again, su ch instruments have a lways been m ade to operate by cu ttin g out a 
d efinit e portion of the stamp , as, for example, by cutt in g out and removing a circle 
or a ring from the substan ce of the stamp. This mode of ca n cellat ion is objection­
ab le a nd never has obtained the sanctio n of the Government for postal purposes, for 
t h e reason t hat t h e cut t ing-edges a r e apt to cut wo deep , and injure the envelope 
itself or its conten ts . My object is to rem edy these two defects , a nd adapt t h e in­
strumen ts r eferred to fo r practical use for t h e can cellation of Government stamps . 
* * * The lower surface of the rotating disk is roughened, or provided with a 
series of scraper s extendin g radially outward from the center which operate to sc ra pe 
off or fil e off, as it were, the outer surface of the stamp, not cutting out any particu­
la r portion, bu t defacing it generally, so that it cannot be used again without in­
stant d etection. No guard or adjustm en t is n eeded to prevent the di sk from cutting 
through th e stamp into the envelope or letter, because, fro m the very nature of its 
cutting-surface , it can do no damage to anything except t h e stam p." 

'l'he principle of this patent is obviously the same as that of the Francis 
device of 1863 and that of lVIr. W ells of 1865. 

'rhe patent which probably coYer ed t he device used for cancellations }Jo. 
98A and 98B was issued to ,Joseph ,J. Scholfield, of Salt Lake City, Utah, on 
April 11, 1876, being No. 176075. Quoting from the specifications: 

"My invention re lates to a n improved co mbined h andstamp a nd s t a mp-can cell er, 
designed to stamp the post-mark upon t h e letter and can cel the stamp with one and 
the sam e impression, a nd to so cancel th e stamp by disco loration a nd tea ring of the 
fibre as to obviate the subsequ ent washing a nd r eusing of the pos tage stamp. My 
invention consists in a postmarking stamp and a can celling-stamp ma de in one a nd 
the sam e piece in combination with a vertically moving h a ndle, h e: d up by a spring, 
which h a ndle is provided with a scr ew-thread ed tu be or s leeve, which , passing down 
over a screw-thread ed shaft carrying the can celling-disk, causes the latter to r evo lve; 
which disk, being provided with a series of sharp pins, tears a series of co n centric 
circles and blots the pos tage s ta mp at the same stroke at which the post-mark is 
ma d e. * * * I am a wa r e of the fact th a t a n a nnula r serrated or toothed edge 
revolved by a spira l g roove or scr ew-thread is not n ew in can celling stamps; bu t this 
constru ction cuts out a perfect ring of the pa per , which adheres to the stamp , and 
render s it inoperative, a nd I , therefore, disclaim this construction, a nd confin e this 
feature of my invention to a disk carr ying pin-points, a rra n ged as d escribed , which 
device is self-c:earin g a nd is not open to the objectionable adherence of the pa per, 
which soo n renders the device impracticable." 

A paten t that quite likely had mor e to do with speeding up cancellation 
rather than being an improvement in the C•"facing device was issued to Wm. H . 
Bowyer, of Philadelphia, Pa., April 11, 1876, being No. 175914. l\Ir . Bowyer 
says: 

"This inven t ion relates to an improved m achine for cancelling a nd d estroying 
postage or other stamps in a r a pid and perfect m a nner; and the invention consists 
of a revolving grinding-roller, to which the stamps are exposed for cancellation on a 
spring-acted board with a rubber feed-roll e r corresponding in length to the grinding 
roller. * * * The r apidly revolvin g grinder cuts the s tamp or s t a mps of the 
uppermost letter , and when th e stamp is sufficiently effaced the letter is allowed to 
go, a nd the n ext stamp will t h en be exposed to the grind er , and so on, so that the 
feeding, cancelling, a nd r emoving of letter s is acco mplish ed in a very rapid, reliable 
a nd perfect m a nner." 

'l'his device was remarkably similar to the highspeed roller cancelling ma­
chines used in most postoffices today, but it will be noticed that one of tl1e rollers 
was intendedly a fibre-mutilating one . . 
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.John fr Wickers, of Chicago, IL~., obta:necl Patent l\'o. 189,000 on :'.\larch 
27, 1877. Apparently, the Po~tmaster at Chicago experimented with this can­
cellation- No. 70. 'rhe invention is described as fo ,lows: 

"In the disk are inserted two pads, s uch as are ordinarily used for cance lling 
a postage stamp by simply defacing the same. Between these pads, in the disk , are 
also inserted three tubu lar cutters , more or less. These cutters are provided with 
exterior screw-threads to be scr ewed into the disk, and the cutting-edges proj €ct 
below the lower surface of the disk just fa r enough to cau se the cu tters, when the 
instrument is brought forcibly down upon a letter, to cut through the thickness of 
the stamp, but no more. When the cutters are properly adjusted the center cutter is. 
held by a jam-nut, while the others are h eld by set-screws. The stamp-cancell er 
thus constructed operates as follows: The pads a r e inked in the usual manne r , and 
the instrument brought forcib ly down upon the stamp, wh en said pads will deface 
the stamp the same as ordinarily done , while at the s::1.111e time the cutte r s penetrate 
the stamp, only leaving one or more circ ular marks or s li ts thereon. This co m­
pletes the cancelling of the stamp in such a manner that the stamp cannot be used 
over again, because when the cancelled stamp is nm10ved there will be one or more 
holes in the stamp, and the cut-out parts remain on the letter . As the cutters wear 
they can easily be sharpened and readjusted. A shoulder may be formed on each 
tubular cutter in such a manner as to insure the proper adjustment of the cutte r 
at all times." 

If the Francis patent of 1863 had mentioned the inking of the outer cil'cular· 
edge, combined with the fibre-injuring inner punch there would have been little­
or nothing for Mr. Wickers to invent fourteen years later. 

'rwo patents were issued to George F. Almy, oE Delphos, Ohio; ?\o. 189,009 
on April 3, 1877, and No. 194,884 on Sept. -±, 1877 , but neither of them diffet .. 
materially from the already discussed Goldsbo,:ongh patent of 1872; each in­
volving a scraping action of a pivotal part. Describing his first invention. he­
says: 

"The motion imparted to the scarifi e r may be rotary or oscillatory, but I prefer 
to use the former. The scarifier shou ld rev0lve rapidly , as its operation is more· 
effective and satisfactory than when a low rate of speed is maintained. When used , 
the stamp is grasped by the handle, placed 'on the article to be operated upon , and a 
slight back-and-forth or oscillating motion given to the handle, by which the stamp. 
is rocked so as to bring a certain required length of the scarifier insuring the com-· 
pleteness of the cancellation . The device can and should be so adjusted as to scrape 
off hardly more than the co loring or ink of the su r face of the a rticle to be cancelled, 
which, in the case of a postage-stamp, would be sufficient to prevent its successful 
use. For this reason it is especially adapted for the cancellation of postage stamps, 
where it is essential that the envelope should not be mutilated. Its practical opera-­
tion is very satisfactory, for its revolutions a re so rapid that the parts of the article 
to which the scarifiers are applied, are cancelled almost instantly and co mpletely . 
at least so for all practical purposes", 

and in describing the second, he uses the following language: 

"The disk is inked on a pad in the ust~a l manner , a nd the tool then brought down 
upon the stamp to be cancelled with sufficient force to bring the disk in contact with 
the letter. The motion imparted to the cutter effects a perfect cancell ation of the 
stamp by cutting or removing a portion of the color ing from the face of the stamp, 
the guards preventing the cutter from cutting more than the thickness of the stamp. " 

'ro Anthony Daul, of Newark, K J ., was· issued Patent No. 196638, on Oc­
tober 30, 1877, and this device probab.y was the one that was re:;ponsible for 
cancellation No. 102. 'l'he specification says : 

"The invention consists chiefly, in a mecha nical cance lling device or stamp. 
adapted to be u sed in connection with the ordinary single or double dating or post­
marking stamps, and so arranged that it will normally protrude beyond said post­
marking stamp, and cause the rotation of a central post when it is pressed upon t he 
stamp to be cancell ed, for causing furrows or radia l ribs on said central rotating 
post to tear or mutilate · th e stamp. The cheapness and s implicity of construction 
commend my cancelling device for universal use , and it is certain to effect a perfect 
cancellation of the stamp, because it mutilates the co lor . texture, or surface of the 
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stamp, and causes the same to i;eceive a proper amount of ink, so as to preclude the 
possibility of the stamp being res tored to its original state or used a second time." 

This patent is but slightly variant in principle of operation from the Cooper 
patent of 1875. 

And now we come to the patent issued to Walter D. W esson, of Providence, 
R. I., on Sept. 25, 1877, being Ko. 195552; it is the one that was described by 
Mr. Klemann, and the latest one of which I have any knowledge. (Illustrations 
No. lOlA and lOlB). 'l'o q note briefly from the specifications: 

"My invention is designed to be used in the cancelling of postage, reven u e, or 
other stamps. Great loss is sustained by the Government in the repeated use of 
stamps which have not been suffi ciently cancelled, and which , being removed from 
the envelope or paper, are cleaned of tbe postmarks by treatm ent with acid or other­
wise. The use of my cancelling stamp effectually destroys the stamp and renders it 
worthless for further use. This is accomplish ed by obliterating it with ink in the 
usual manner and especially by tearing out or from the stamp a portion thereof , so 
mutilating it that it cannot be restored." 

A complete resume of all the patents if'sued for the purpose of cutting, 
punching or otherwise mutillating stamps would be very lengthy and prove 
rather monotonous reading; in fact some may feel that I have eYen novv gone 
too much into d"etail. Those mentioned seem necessary, however, to properly 
exp:ain the various methods of mutillation. T have confined myself to such as 
were clearly intended for the cancellation of postagt' stamps, which has invoiYecl 
the rather arbitrary exclusion of many that closely resemble some that are list­
ed. I shall now attempt to tell you something of the cancellations which result­
ed. 

The earliest cancellation puncturing the stamp so as to prevent c· eaning 
that I know of is on a 3 cent 1851, orange-brown, off cover. It is in blue aricl con­
sists of a number of squares arranged in disc form and the squares are connected 
from corner to corner by a network of fine lines. I have no knowledge as to 
where it was used as it has just been called to my attention and was entirely new 
to me. (No. 1. ) 

Jn 1860, when the above mentioned order of the Postmaster General was 
issued, the stamps of 1857 were sti ll in use and I have seen a sufficient number 
of cancellations on the stamps of this issue to satisfy myself that the devices 
were intentionally made in a manner to puncture the stamp. \Vith few excep­
tions, however, these cancellations consist of a large number of sma1l clots or 
squares, arranged in disc form, the projections on the device, responsible for 
the dots, being so pointed and sharp as to pierce the stamp, or at least imbed 
themselves deeply into it (Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5). Those that I have seen are all 
black, with one exception, which is blue, and apparently they were used in a 
half dozen or more towns, as the number and arrangement of clots varies; I have 
seen covers from Reel Hook, N. Y., Sylvania, 0., 'l'om 's Brook, Va. (Feb. 17, 
1861 ) , McConnellsburgh, Pa. (Aug. 9, 1861 ) , and Skowhegan, Me. (Mar. 9, 
1863). It is unlikely that any of them were attached to the town canceUer. The 
only cancellations that I have seen on the 1857 issue, which are different from 
those just described, were used at Holyoke, l\Iass. ( No. 6), Warwick, R. I. (No. 
7), Geneva, Ill. (. To. 8) and Richfield, 0. (No. 9). 'l'he Holyoke, Mass. cancel­
lation is a target with a bull's eye in the center, this being surrounded by four 
solid circles and an outer broken circle, consisting of small clashes which cut 
into the stamp and show plainly on the reverse side. I have seen three stamps 
with this cancellation; two copies of the one cent No. 42 F and one copy of Hie 
three cent No. 44. One copy of the former is on cover and the latter also. Un­
fortunately, neither of the covers has a year date, nor even a notation by the 
addressee, and since the letters are also missing, it is impossible to determine in 
what year they were used. One cover is cancelled October 20, (probably 1860 
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or 1861 ), and the other F ebruary 22, (probably ·861 or 1862 ) , but the former 
was unquestionably used first , as th e outer circle is so worn as to be almo:>t con­
tinuous on the latter. 'l'h e ldler wns not a t1ached t o the town canceller and 
therefore not an infringement of th e >lorton patent . 

~A. 3 cent 1857, No. 44 was used at Richfi e.d, Ohio, cancelled by a six bar 
grid within a circle 15 mil im eter s in diameter. 'rhe two center bars are broken 
and in the center appears a ci r cle two millimeter~ in diameter whi ch cuts ·;hrough 
the stamp and can be seen on the inside of the envrlope. T he town cancellation 
is on th e opposite side of the envelope and both it and the killer are in blue. 
They were not attached to each other. 'l'he el ate is April 8, but no year date was 
used. Only one copy is known. (No. 7. ) 

From Warwick, R. I., comes another cover with a 3 cent 1857, No. 4±. 'l'he 
killer looks like a nine-toothed side-comb, such as were worn by the ladies not 
so many years ago, with the two end teeth parLy broken off. Th e teeth point 
downwards and the points are a bout 4 millimeter s above the town cancellation. 
Killer and canceller unquestionably were attached to each other. The date on 
the letter is September 13, 1861. Of this a1so, only on e cover is knovvn. ( No . 8.) 

A cover used at Geneva, Ill., bas a cancellation that is r ather difficult to de­
scribe. It is dated September 10, but has no year elate. A three cent 1857 No. 
44 is tied to the cover by the killer which apparently was not attached to the 
town canceller. Th e cen tral portion is a five r ing target with bull's eye, ten 
millimeters in diameter. Around this at th e four corners is scroll-work to form 
a square. Around the square appear to be seYen dash es on all four sides which 
cut deep into the stamp and envelope, in fact some of them slit t hrough both 
thickness of paper. On the outside of these dashes appears a heavy rounded 
line on all four sides so as to again give the entire cancellation a circular effect. 
Only one cover is known. (No. 9. ) 

Next in date of use seem to have been the numerons New York cancellations 
of October and November 1862, all of them being attached to the town canceller; 
these were claimed to be and apparently were an infringement of the Norton 
patent. It is impossible to say how many differ ent types there were, but I know 
of twelve. I also have several covers used in November 1862, on which no killer 
was used, the town canceller cancelling the sta mp. With some of these cancel­
lers, the use of the punch must have been a separate operation since I haYe a 
number of cancellations both with and without th e p unch and again th e punch 
does not always appear in the same position on the killer. I also have one cover 
with the star cancellation, where the punch falls on the star and once more on 
the cover at a point about an inch distant and not even touching the stamp and 
anoth er cover ·where the punch does not fall in the same position on the star. 
The only cover that I have seen with cancellation No. 29 has the punch just 
touching the edge of th e stamp and about five millimeters distant from the can­
cellation proper. 

The earliest known of these cancellations used in Kew York City is the 
knife blade on two covers, dated Oct. 11, 1862, and the latest, No. 20, on a cover 
dated Nov. 21, 1862. (I have a cover on which the date is too indistinct to be 
certain of it, but it looks like 10, and in addition there is a pen and ink notation, 
apparently made by th e person r eceiving th e letter th at it was dated Oct. 9th, 
1862. It might, of course, have been mai1ed on t he following day. ) Nos. 12, 
13, 14, 15 and 16 were used concurrently. At least three types of the knife 
blade are known. The first ( No. 10 ) consists of thirteen blades set 2 millimeters 
apart; the center blade is 25 millimeters long and the others graduate down­
wards so that the two end ones are only 7 millimeters long. It is this type that 
appears on the two covers, dated Oct. 11, 1862 ; the last known date of use is 
Oct. 21, 1862, and I have seen it only on the three cent No. 65. The n ext type 
(No. 11 ) consists of nine blades about 3 to 31,{i_ millimeter s apart, and th e third 
type (No. 12) of ten blades which are only spaced about 23,4 millimeter s. The 
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center blade or blades are approximately 20 millimeters long and the r est [rrad­
uate downwards so that th e two on the ends are onl.v about 10 millimeters long. 
Th e earliest date of the nin e blade cancellation that I have seen is Oct. ] 5, 1862, 
and the latest Oct. 17, 1862. and on the ten blade the earliest Oct. 20, 1862, and 
the latest Oct. 29, 1862. T have seen both of these types on the one cent No. 63, 
three cent No. 65 and twenty-four cent No. 70, and the ten blad e on a one cent 
enve'.ope No. 2328 used as a carrier with a three cent ~o. 65. Th e one cent No. 
63 is also known used as a carrier in combination with th e three cent No. 65. All 
of these blades were very sharp and in many cases cut through the stamps so 
that they fell in pieces when soaked off the enve!ope . . On some envelopes, the 
impression of the blades was easily discernible on the back, they having cut 
through th e stamp, envelope and contents. This killer unquestionably was at­
tached to the town canceller, although the blades appear in hori zontal, ·vertical 
and diagonal position. All covers that I have seen have New York 1862 be­
tween two circles; and the month (October ) and date beneath on all but one 
cover. This one, a nine blade, used Oct. 15th, has the month below the date. 
Known copies of the New York knife blade thus fix the period of use for the 
three types at nineteen days. 

During the same month, there were in use twp other cancellations which 
were quite similar to each other. 'fhe more common (No. 13 ) consists of nine 
rows of dots, generally in pairs; the whole design a most forming a circular 
disc. The earliest date that I have seen is Oct. 21, and th e la~est Oct. 26, 1862, 
so that all known copies were used within a period of six days. I know of ·(his 
cancellation on the one cent No. 63 and three cents No. 65 only, a1so the two in 
combination, the one cent for carrier. The other type ( ~o. 14) consists of ap­
proximately seven rows of short dashes; the three center rows each having 
seven, the second from the ends five, and those on the encl four clashes each. I 
have seen this cancellation on a one cent No. 63, off cover, which also shows the 
date Oct. 24, 1862, and have a cover with a 3 cent No. 65 dated Oct. 25, 1862. 

Apparently th ese cancellations proved unsatisfactory; undoubtedly because 
of the damage to the contents of th e envelopes; and during the latter part of 
this month and at least as late as N'ovember 21st, seven other types- and per­
haps more- were used by the New York City postmaster, all of which were much 
less destructive not only to the stamp but to the mail matter as well. One cover, 
bearing a three cent No. 65 bas a cancellation which consists of a large six line 
grid with one of the center lines practically broken and a small circular punch 
in the center, ( No. 15 ). Only one copy is known, being a three cent No. 65 on a 
cover used October 27, 1862, but I also have a cover without the punch used 
November 3, 1862. 

A solid star within a heavy circle on a cover dated October 27, 1862 frank­
ed with a three cent No. 65 has a dash and triagle with a smaller dash between, 
(No. 16 ). On November 19, this star was used with a punch (No. 17 ) . In the 
accompanying drawing the colorless space r epresents the punch. I have two 
covers, both used on this date and both bearing a three cent No. 65. The punch 
in this instance was used separately from the killer, as it does not always appear 
in the same place and it,. is one of these covers that has a second punch on the 
envelope. I have one copy of the 10 cent No. 68, two copies of the 24 cent No. 
70 and one copy of the 90 cent No. 72 and 5 cent No. 76 with this same star can­
cellation, but the 10 cent and 90 cent seem to he the only ones that show any 
sign of the punch. This 90 cent is the only one of that denomination that I have 
seen with any kind of a patent cancellation, probably because most of them 
were used on packages where this style of cancellation was not practical. I also 
have this cancellation without the punch on a cover, dated Oct. 27, 1862. 

A cross-road has one corner broken and in its pl.ace appears a small circular 
punch. Of this also only one copy is known; this too is on a three cent No. 65 
on a cover used Nov. 1, 1862. I also have this cancellation on covers used Nov. 
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1 and Nov. 12, 1862, but without the punch, (No. 18 ) ; in fact I have quite a 
number of covers postmarked New York City in October and ~oYember 1862, 
which bear no evidence whatever of the use of any device to cut into or puncture 
the stamp; proving that the experiments mu<st have been conducted by only part · 
of the cancelling clerks. 

A cover dated Nov. 12, 1862, has a cancellation appearing like a grid con­
sisting of four wide broken lines. Between the two parts 0f th e two center :t ines 
appears a dash and solid trianale, with a smaller dash between, exactly as in No. 
16, all of which cut into the stamp and can be seen on the imide of the en'll'Plope, 
(No. 19 ) . 

Another and quite different type is on a cover dated Nov. 21, 1862. A ·de­
sign consisting of eight rays leaves considerable space in the center ; in this 
space are four irregularly shaped triangles which cnt deep into the stamp and 
show on the inner side of the envelope, (No. 20 ) . This cancellation was first re­
ported by W. F. Goerner, of Edgewood, R. I.; the cover bears a one cent No. 63 
and a three cent No. 65, the killer falling on the latter. 

Only recently, I found a cover used in New York during t h is year on which 
the month is too indistinct to be deciphered. The date is the 5th and from the 
lower part of the letters it seems that most likely it was December. If so, it 
would indicate that the experiment with this type of cancellation continued 
foueteen davs later than has heretofore been known. The killer in this instance 
is a cork, c~t rather crudely into fifteen parts, by running three lines each way. 
'l'he northwest square in the lower right corner has the upper left corner cut 
away and in this space appears a triangular punch that cuts through the stamp 
and the face of the envelope. (No. 21 ) . 

This, so far as I know, concluded the use of th e:e cancellations in New York 
City for some time; but later, I should judg·e p1'obably in ] 866, because of the 
style of the town-canceller used and a pen and ink notation on one of my covers, 
we find these experiments renewed. While there are a number of these cancl­
lations on covr, only one contain a notation on the envelope so as to fix the year 
definitely, but all of them, apparently were attached to the town canceller. One 
of these cancellations consists of a disc composed of dots penetrating the stamp, 
very similar to that used in October 1862. I have seen only two copies, both 
on the 3 cent No. 65, one being on cover. (No. 22 ) . 

I have two covers with different types of rays, each with a 3 cent No. 65, 
which have a triangular punch in the center. One · is dated June 11 (~o. 23) 
and the other Sept. 7 (No. 24). Another type of ray appears on a cover dated 
Dec. 4, franked with a 3 cent No. 65 and having a small round punch in the 
center (No. 25) ; and sti ll another with a 3 cent No. 65 dated Dec. 18 (No. 26). 
Of the latter type, I also have a cover bearing a 3 cent No. 65, a ten cent No. 68 
and a 2 cent No. 73, but the date is too indistinct to be deciphered. 

A very similar killer to the last one consists of eight rays. 'l'his also has 
the small round punch between the rays on covers dated November 23 and De­
cember 4, but another cover dated August 10th from the same correspondence 
as the former, has no evidence of the punch. All are without year date. (No. 
27). 

A cancellation which is almost like Jo . 14, except that the grid has five lines 
only and the punch is smaller appears on a cover, dated February 15, but with­
out the year. (No. 28). 

A cover dated June 26, has a pen and ink notation showing the year to be 
1866. The killer consists of a wide three line grid, each of the lines being four­
teen millimeters long, three millimeters wide and spaced four millimeters apart. 
The killer falls squarely on a three cent 1861, No. 65, but the small round punch 
barely touches the stamp, five millimeters above the line on the right. (No. 29). 
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Two other types with the small triangular punch have been found on the 
3 cent No. 65 and 10 cent No. 68 (Nos. 30 and 31 ) ; but as all copies are off cover, 
I cannot be certain that they were used in New York City. 

A three cent 1861, No. 65, off cover, has a· cancellation that is much too in­
distinct to describe. It may possibly have been intended to be about eight rays, 
surrounded by a circle. In the central blank space, however, is a half moon 
about 31h millimeters across, which is almost cut out of the stamp by an ex­
ceedingly sharp punch. The outer circle is approximately hventy inches in 
diameter. (No. 32). 

Arlington, Vt., used what looks like a cork cancellation, cut into several 
pieces. thus leaving a colorless space in the center, which has a small punch 
shaped like a half moon. The month and year date is not very distinct, but 
appears to be Oct. 1, 1866. (No. 33 ) . This killer does not seem to have been 
attached to the town canceller. 

Ware, Mass., used a quite similar device, but in this instance the cork is 
cut by a double cross and the center square has a small circular punch in the 
middle. (No. 34). Apparently this was followed almost immediately by a kill­
er consisting of six rays, widely spaced , with the same ·Central punch. Later, the 
punch was omitted. (No. 35). The killer and town canceller were not attached 
to each other in either instance. 

From Harftord, Conn., comes a star cancellation with a central round 
punch, about 11h millimeters in diameter. I have seen this on only four covers; 
one, a 3 cent envelope No. 2332, dated Oct. 12, 1864, and the others each with a 
3 cent No. 65, used Oct. 14, 1864 and Oct. 24, 1864 (No. 36 ) . The killer ap­
parently was not attached to the town canceller, as it does not appear in the 
same relative position on the covers. 

A short time ago, H . J. Hansen, of New York City, found a cover with a 3 
cent No. 65, used at North Vassalboro, Maine, which has a circle 20 millimeters 
in diameter, within which appear seven dots 2 millimeters in diameter. Six of 
these dots are arranged in the form of a triangle and the seventh is in the center 
of the triangle, (No. 37). Not all of these dots cut through the paper, but this 
may only be because of the fact that five dots bit the stamp and the other two 
the envelope, thus making an uneven surface. The date on the cover is May 
25, but no year date is used. As the killer appears on one end of the envelope 
and the town canceller on the other, they must have been used separately. 

W. W. MacLaren, of Cleveland, Ohio, recently found a 2 cent No. 73 with 
a cancellation that was new to me. It is a blue five line oval grid, the middle 
line being broken in the center and in this space is a dot, 11/2 millimeters in di­
ameter, which has been bit by a very sharp round punch, cutting through the 
stamp and almost leaving a round hole. (No. 38). I have no idea where this 
cancellation was used. 

A somewhat similar cancellation in black is known on a 5 cent No. 76. It 
is a seven line square grid, the center line of which also is broken, thereby leav­
ing a space in which appears a central dot, approximately 21/z millimeters in 
diameter, hit hard by a punch which was not sharp enough, however, to cut 
through the stamp. (No. 39). The place of use of this cancellation also is 
unknown. 

Philadelphia, Pa. also used a knife blade cancelling device consisting of 
twelve blades, arranged in circular form, (No. 40) and attached to the town 
canceller. The earliest use that I have noted is March 21, 1863, and, apparent­
ly, only specimens used in March, April and the early part of May of this year 
seem to have been cut by the blades. They were never as sharp as those used in 
New York City, but all covers that I have seen, dated late in May of this year, 
or thereafter, appear as ordinary grid cancellations, because of the dulling or 
wearing of the blades. I have seen this cancellation on the 1 cent No. 63, 3 cent 
No. 65, 10 cent No. 68, 24 cent No. 70 and 2 cent No. 73 off cover, but only on 
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the 1 cent, 3 cent, 3 cent with a 1 cent 1861 used as a carrier and 10 cent on 
COYCl' . 

Tilton, :N. H. used a knife blade that is practically identical . with the one 
used at Philadelphia. I have seen only one cover. (No. 41). 

Another knife blade comes from New Brunswick, N. J.; it bas the appear­
ance of a circular grid of nine lines. \Vhile these blades also were not as sharp 
as those used in New York (My, they cut deep into the stamp and cover. (N o. 
42). The killer, in this case, was not attached to the town canceller. The only 
copy that I have seen is on a cover bearing a 3 cent No. 65 and used Nov. 3, 
1865, the year date being inverted, although I also have this cancellation dated 
Oct. 1, 1863, which appears as an ordinary grid. This cancellation was first re­
ported by Dr. EYans. 

l\Iansfield, lass. used a grid which on December 5, 1863, did not cut the de­
sign in the least, as can be seen from a cover in my collection. However, Judge 
Robert S. Emerson has a cover dated August 26, 1865, on which the entire killer 
is imbedded deep into the stamp and face of the envelope. It is an eleven line 
grid identical on the two covers and not attached to the town canceller in either 
instance. (No. 43). 

Canal Dover, Ohio, ·used a circular five line grid which cut through the 
tamp and the face of the envelope. (No. 44). It was not attached to the town 

-canceller. The cover has a 3 cent No. 65 and is dated Nov. 27th, without year 
-date; it was found by Alvin Good, of Cleveland, Ohio. 

A cover used at Cerro Gordo, Ill. has a killer consisting of a target of four 
heavy concentric circles, all of which are forced through the stamp and the face 
of the cover, showing plainly on the inside of the envelope. The outside diam­
-eter of the outer circle is about 19· millimeters and inside diameter of the inner 
circle about four millimeters. 'l'he cover is dated July 9, but no year is given. 
Killer and town canceller are on opposite sides of the envelope and therefore 
-could not have been attached to each other. (No. 45). 

From St. Clairsville, Pa. comes a cancellation consisting of a number of 
. hort dashes arranged in disc form, which is somewhat different from any other, 
.as the:-;· run diagonally downward toward the right and are arranged in rows 
" ·hi ch also are diagonal instead of vertical or horizontal, as is usually the case. 
( N"o. 46 ) . The town canceller appears on the opposite side of tbe envelope from 
the killer, so they must have been separate. This cance~lation was first reported 
by H. J. Hansen. 

Youngsville, Pa., used what looks iike a knife blade cancellation with breaks 
in the kniYes about one-eigl1th of an inch apart. Tb e blades appear to have 
been very sharp, as they cut through the stamp, envelope and contents, being 
pla inl:-;' visible on th e back. Not sufficient of the cancellation appehrs so as to 
make it possible to determine whether it was circular or oval, but it is more like­
ly to haYe been the former. Only one cover , with a 3 cent No. 65 is known; it is 
post-marked Dece1µber 13th, but without yrar date . (N o. 47 ) . 'l'he kill er and 
town canceller were not attached. 'l'his cover was located by Dr. Evans. 

The Postmaster at Fall River, Mass. , used what appears to be a combination 
·of the Youngsville knife blade and New York City dot cancellations. 'rhe cen­
tral part consists of eight horizontal rows of four points each, which perforate 
the stamp but look like dots on the face of the stamp. On each side, and directly 
-opposite the dots are eight short knife blades, longest opposite the central dots. 
Four blades run upward and a like number downward from the dots, thus form­
ing an oval. (No. 48). I have seen four copies of the three cent No. 65 and a 
vertical strip of three of the one cent No. 63, but only one on cover. 'l'he cover 
is dated November 5th with a year date that looks like 1862 to me, but it may be 
1863 or 1865. 'l'own canceller and killer were not attach ed to each other. 
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Clear Spring, Md., used a cancellation that somewhat resembles that used 
at Fall River. I have seen it only on one cover, which was recently found by 
H . J . Hansen. While the cancellation is somewhat blurr ed, it seems to consist 
of two rows of seven knife blades in vertical position, the center one$ being 
longest and graduating downward towards each side. .A row of seven dots is 
between the two rows of the knife b ades, but these do not appear to cut into 
the stamp, (No. 49). The town canceller and killer were used separately. 

(To b e c ontinued . ) 
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Photographic 
to 

Prints as an Aid 
Plating: 

LI 

By FRANK h CoEs. 
Based on Sarawak Collection of Paul W. Savage. 

I ENCLOSE two photos of a . ample page and position (by Mr. Savage) from 
his plating of No. 1 Sarawak. Th e 25 positions, upper right quarter of 

· sheet, show arrangement on a medium size blank page. 'fhe enlargement of 
-one position show erasures, by removal of the :film on the surface of the print. 
''J'his allows quick comparison, by visual location of a flaw. For example the plate 
flaw " under S" is much quicker located thus, than by r eading 100 lines of type 
for that particular flaw ·which (in lithography! might occur in different (pro­
gressive ) forms in the same position. 

It is conceivable that on different colored stamps it might be well to ink in 
-the flaws, but this white erasure is usually visible on proper value prints. 

Some query has been made as to the use of a" Normal" position as the basis 
for the 100 reproductions. I can only say that this is usually not different in 
lithostone transfers. I would also call attention to the color selectivity of "pan 
·chromatic" plates or cut films, for this work. 

·while claiming nothing radical in this exposition of Mr. Savages' method of 
position location, I can only add that it seemingly reduces the after work of 
·comparing duplicates to a quick parallel comparison without the delay of read-
mg. 

In addition, by no means the least advantageous fact, it allows the plate to 
go with the collection as a guide to the owner and others, without bulking the 
notes. Four pages thus mounted forever free the owner from query. 

Also, it allows the addition of sub-varieties if, as and when discovered. 
It has been long considered possible that photography might aid plating, 

but this form seems to add permanence, speed and accuracy in a portable form. 
Which is also much plainer for th e tyr o to understand than the typed description. 
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Roman States 
By CHARLES J . PHILLIPS. 

A T different periods this territory has been known as the States of the 
Church, the Papal States and the Roman States but I will use the last 
name as the one generally given to this district by philatelists of the 

United States and Great Britain. 
In 1859 the Roman States included ROMA.GN A, with the river Po as the 

northern boundary. THE MARCHES, to Spoleto in the south, and THE PAT­
RDl1.0NY of S. PETER, together with two Southern Towns, Pontecarro and 
Benevento. 

The area of this district was about 16,000 square miles, and the population 
rather over 3,000,000. 

For many years I have had special interest in the stamps of the Roman 
States and have written several articles about them (see Stanley Gibbons Month­
ly Journal XVII. p. 57, Gibbons Stamp Weekly IX. p. 401, etc., etc.) 

I think I have handled more of these stamps than anyone else in the trade 
as I have purchased many of the finest specialized collections formed in Italy. 

In 1906 I bought from a collector in Venice a collection of Italian States, 
which he had been twenty years forming and which was then supposed to be one 
of the finest in Italy. Later on I bought a great collection of entire sheets of 
the old Italian States from a well known collector in Bologna. Then I purchased 
a superb collection from the librarian of the Royal Library in 'rurin. 

The greatest collection of Italian Stamps on letters I purchased from a well 
known collector in Genoa, and this I passed intact for some $15,000.00 to the 
late Lord Crawford, with many of the items from the before mentioned collec­
tions. 

The great Italian Collection of Lord Crawford passed later on to Baron 
Rothschild of Vienna, in whose possession, I am glad to say, it still r emains. 

Recently I bought the largest collection of Roman States stamps in Great 
Britain, that of the late Dr. E. W. Floyd of Manchester, and I thought a few 
notes on these stamps might prove of interest to American collectors. 

This is a group of stamps that can be taken up by any collector who desires 
scope for plenty of study and research, but who does not desire to expend much 
money. 

The bulk of the stamps of the Roman States are fairly plentiful, but have 
been much neglected by the catalog makers, and the stamps are, in general, far 
undervalued, especially used and on covers. 

The stamps of all the issues combined were only in use from 1852 to 1870, 
and the population that used them was about three millions, the great bulk of 
whom probably never wrote a letter. 

No exhaustive study of all the stamps and cancellations has been made and 
this is a field of research work that would well repay a keen student. 

The best articles on these stamps are by L. W. Fulcher, Philatelic R ecord, 
1912, Pio Fabri, articles in various journals, and my own articles as noted above. 

With the "ENTENTE CORDIALE" recently cemented between the Pope 
and the King of Italy, this seems an appropriate time for a few r emarks on the 
stamps of the "Papal States". 

1JANUARY1852. 
The first stamps issued in the Roman States were typographed, and were 

ordered by M. Salviucci, the Director of the Press of the Papal Government. 
It was formerly stated that he commissioned M. J . Valagna to manufacture 

the dies but later authorities state that they were engraved by Doublet and De­
coppet of Rome. 
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The first issue consisted of stamps of 112, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 bajocchi, all 
issued on 1 Jan. 1852, and in October of the same year further stamps of 8 and 
50 bajocchi and 1 scudo were issued. 

'l'he prominent feature in the design of these stamps is the ''Papal Tiara 
and Crossed Keys," the framework and side ornamentation differing in each 
value. 

The stamps are unwatermarked and not perforated. 
Mr. Westoby states that the printers used any paper that could be obtained, 

hence we have a glorious range of shades. In order to obviate any loss on ac­
count of the size of the paper, the printing plates were altered, and sheets of 
stamps varied from 64 to 100, and even to 120, in the various issues. 

SIZE AND MAKE UP OF KNOWN SHEETS. 
* bajoccho. 

4 panes, each of 25 stamps, in 5 rows of 5. 
I had sheets of this size in drab and in dull lilac. 
The tete-beche is only known on the bluish-gray paper. I do not know even a 

pane of this color and the make up m ay be different. 

1 bajoccho. 
Sheet of 100 in 4 panes of 25 . 
In this setting the horizontal separation lines are continuous. 
I have seen another setting in which the vertical lines are continuous and the 

horizontal lines are in separate pieces under each stamp. 

2 bajocchi. 

I have seen sheets in deep black on green, black on pale green, and black on 
greenish white, all in 4 panes of 25 equ a ls 100 stamps. In these sheets No . 9 in 
pane 1 has the period between BAJ 2 omitted. No. 17 in pane 4 has the small circle 
omitted to left of the floreate ornam ent in ·upper right corner. 

There are no horizontal or vertical dividing lines on these sheets. 
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3 bajocchi. 

Sheets in deep brown to buff, all in 4 panes of 25 stamps, equal s 100. All have 
double dividing lines round each stamp, the horizontal lines are continuous. the 
vertical are broken. 

In pane 1, stamp No. 7 the B of BAJ has the down stroke missing. 
Pane 4, Stamp No. 20 has short top to 3. 
Pane 4, Stamp No. 21 has the tassel on left missing. 

4 bajocchi. 

I have not seen a sheet of this value. 

5 bajocchi. 

Sheet of 100 in 4 panes of 25 stamps . No dividing lines. 

6 bajocchi. 

I have had sheets in greenish gray, in grayish, and in pale azure. All in 4 panes 
of 25 equals 100 stamps. No dividing lines. 

7 baJocchi. 

I have had a block of 24 stamps, the largest I have seen. No dividing lines. 
Fabri lists this stamp tete-beche but this variety only exists as a forgery. In S. G. 
reference collection there was a sheet of the forgery-20 stamps in 4 rows of 5. The 
fifth stamp in the top row is inverted. The forgery is rather a good one but can be 
recognized by the figure "7" which has a kind of knob on the left side of the top; 
this is cut off quite straight in the genu ine. 

8 bajoccbi. 

Sheet of 4 panes of 25 stamps equal 100. 
The horizontal dividing lines are continuous. 

The 50 baj. and 1 scudo I have not seen in sheets or in full panes. 
In the B. B. Zeitung for 1909 there is a reproduction of a block of fifty 1 

scudo, in ten rows of five which is described as a full sheet. Stamp No. 17 has 
the "F" of "FRANCO" nearly missing. 

COLORS AND SHADES. 
~ bajoccW. 

Mr. Fulcher, quoting from the article in the B . B . Z. says the following is the 
order in which the main colors appeared and the extent of their use: -

Blue-gray, March 18 52 to Sept. 1855. 
Gray, Aug. 1854 to Dec. 1858. 
Dull violet, Oct. 1856 to Nov. 1861. 
Deep violet, March 18 5 7 to Dec. 18 6 5. 

A co py of the deep violet shade very distinctly double printed is recorded by 
Mr. Fulcher. 

1 bajocchi. 

These come in deep green and pale green in the first setting, the pale green often 
being found on paper that has the appearance of being vertically ribbed. 

The stamps of the second setting co me in dull green and blue-green on a thin 
paper of poor quality. Used copies appear scar ce. 

2 bajocchi. 

These co m e in deep green, yellow green, gray green and greenish white. 

3 bajocchi. 

The chi ef sh a d es are brown and yellow-buff. Some of the brown stamps a r e 
vertically ribbed. Others a r e curious impressions termed "oily" prints. 
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4 bajocchi. 

The chief shades are buff, lemon and yell ow. The buff is normally on a finely· 
vertically ribbed paper , but the yellower sh ades do not s how the ribbing. A scarce 
variety is on thin orange paper. 

5 b ajoccb i. 

This varies from pale rose to deep crimson. The pale shades are the ear li er , 
the deep crim son shades appear to have been used from 1861 onwards. 

6 ha jocchi. 

Printings on thin wove paper come in lavender- pale lavender and pale gray. 
Then we have the pale gray on thick vertically ribbed paper, and lastly a green­

ish gray on a paper with a kind of mesh. 

7 ba.jocchi. 

All in blue only slight variation of shade pale to dark. 
The stamps come on medium paper with clear horizontal ribbing, on thin paper, 

no visibl e ribbing, and rare on very thick paper. 
The other values show only s light sh ade varieties. 

VARIETIES. 

'rhe rarity of the lfoman States is the Tete-beche of the :Y2 baj. on bluish 
gray. In 40 years dealing I think I have sold only 3 or 4 pairs and I doubt if 
over a dozen copies are known. Horizontal pairs are much rarer than vertical 
pairs. 

PRINTED ON BOTH SIDES. 

These come next in order of rarity. 
The 112, 1, 3, 4 and 5 baj. are known. The 5 baj. is the only one usually met 

with, all the others can be classed as rarities. 

BISECTED STAMPS. 
Most values are known bisected and used for a portion of the original value. 
On full covers all are scarce, and not common on portions of covers, but be 

sure the cancellations are genuine, if possible certified by that great Italian ex­
pert, Dr. Emilio Diena. 

CANCELLATIONS. 

A study of the very interesting cancellations of the Roman States has yet 
to be written, but it should be done, and done soon, before all the available ma­
terial is exhausted. 

"D. C. G." writing in Gibbons Stamp W eekly, 13 Aug. 1908, said:-

"lt is noteworthy that these stamps occur u sed on envelopes, but uncancell ed , 
which would point to great carelessness or else to fraud on the part of the clerks in 
the post offices. This practice became su ch an abuse that a special decree as to the 
obliteration of the stamps was issued in 18 5 5, and it was then that the gridiron type 
of postmark was brought into use for cancelling the stamps, a nd the small round 
date mark, was, for the future, m erely impressed on the letter a nd not on the stamps 
themselves." 

FORGED STAMPS USED FOR POSTAGE. 

In the Dr. Floyd collect ion T have several forged stamps used on covers and 
which were used for postage and so .defrauded the post office. Such stamps are 
much sought for by collectors and are met with in other Italian States and par­
ticularly in Spain where many issues were so used and the Government de­
frauded. 
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The best article on these forgeries is that by Dr. Emilio Diena in "Il Cor­
riere Filatelico," a translation of which into English, is published in the P. J. 
of G. B ., Sept. 10, 1921, Vol. XXXL. 

These forgeries were first noted by Charles Diena of 1878. 
The imitations were made at Bologna, and most of the known copies on covers 

are from correspondence from that City, although a few have been found used 
from other places. 

All the original first issue Roman States stamps were surface printed, the 
forgeries are lithographed. The only values known forged and used postally are 
the 1, 5 and 8 baj. The 1 baj. so used is very rare. Dr. Diena says he only 
knows two copies. · 

There are two types each of the 5 baj. and 8 baj. In the 5 baj. the earliest 
date at which this postal forgery has been noted is 30 May, 1855, and in the case 
of the 8 baj., 2 June, 1855, both were in use and defrauding the Post Office up 
to about July, 1857. 

SECOND ISSUE. 
In July 1866 the Papal Government decided to adopt the decimal system, 

and this necessitated a new set of stamps, which were prepared from the old dies, 
with the values altered to the new currency. The new cliches were prepared by 
1\1. Montarsolo and were as follows: 

2 centesimi made from the 2 baj . 
3 centesimi made from the 'h baj. 
5 centesimi made from the 3 baj . 

10 centesimi made from the 8 baj. 

20 centesimi made from the 4 baj. 
4 O centesimi made from the 6 baj. 
80 centesimi made from the 1 baj. 

The only other change in design was in the lOc., the small knobs at the end 
of the keys were removed. 

The new plates were made by 1\1. Montarsolo and the first arrangement for 
the imperforate stamps was in sheets of 64, composed of 4 panes of 16, arranged 
in four rows of four. The panes arc divided by an interval about 21/2mm. wide, 
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Tile Second Issue of the Ro uu1n Stutes. 

with a double lined frame round each pane, a similar double lined frame is round 
each stamp, the lines are continuous horizontally, but divided vertically. 

All the stamps are printed in the Tipografia Camerale . 

The Imperf. Stamps Were Issued 21 September 1867. 

According to Mr. Fulcher (P. R. XXXIV. p . 152 ) the following are the 
chief varieties on the sheets of this issue. 

2 Centesirn i. 

No period after the word "Cent". 
Pane I, No. 7. Pane II, No. 13 . Pane 111, Nos . 1 & 6. Pane IV, Nos. 4 & 10. 

No period after the figure "5". 
Pane I, No. 9. Pane III, No. 9. 

5 Cen tesimJ. 

The fo llowing positions show three or more black stops or marks after the fig­
ure "5". 

Pane I, Nos. 1 & 3. Pane II, Nos. 11. Pane III, No . 6. 

20 Cen tesimi. 

P ane I. , No. 2, no stop after "20". 
P ane I., No. 9, split stop after "20". 
Pane II ., No. 4, split stop after "20". 
P ane III. , No. 1 2, no stop after "Cent". 
Pane IV., No . 1, small dots after "20". 

4 0 Cen tesimi. 

Signor Pio F abri in the Timbre-Poste for 1894 draws attention to the fact that 
there are two main types of the 40c, and Mr. Fulcher describes them as follows: 

Type I. , Length of value 40 Cent. 12mm. 
Type II ., Length of valu e 40 Cent . 121;2mm. 
Type I., Distance between "O" and "C", 11h mm . 
Type I I. , Distance between "O" and "C", 1 %, mm. 
Type I., T hick stop after "40". 
T ype I I., Us ually no stop after "40". 
Type I, Ornament left of "4" has 8 branches . 
Type II ., Ornament left of "4" has 7 branches. 
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The types are arranged as follows : 

1 2 2 1 2 1 1 2 

2 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 

2 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 

1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 

2 1 2 1 2 2 1 2 

1 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 

1 2 1 2 2 2 2 
I 

2 2 1 2 2 2 1 i _I 

80 Centescmi. 

Pane II. , No. 2, group of black dots after "80". 
Pane II. , Nos. 7 & 15, Period after "80 " missin g. 
Pane II., Nos . 12 & 1 3, Oblique dash aft er "80" . 
Pane IV., Nos. 5 & 13, No period after " 80". 
Pane IV., No. 16, Three stops a fter "80". 

The Perf. 13 Stamps Were Issued February 1868. 
The IOc. and the 20c. Indian red were the first to appear perf. 13. 
The normal setting for this perforated issue for all values, except the 3c., 

was in sheets of 120 in eight rows of fifteen. 

2 centesimi. 

Only one setting of 120 in the eight rows of fift een stamps Sheet divided into 
two parts by continuous vertical double lines between the 8th and 9th vertical rows . 
I have a full sheet of this setting. In it there are 6 2 stamps with a period after 
cents, and 58 without period after cents. 

Several stamps on the sheet show very defective impressions , portions of the 
design not being printed. 

Pairs are known imperf. vertically. 

3 centesimi. 

I have no record of any full sh eet of this stamp, neither had Mr. Fulcher. It 
is stated on the authority of Dr. Diena that the sheet was composed of eight rows 
of eight stamps, equals 64. This was not divided into panes. 

5 centesimi. 
Only one setting, the sheet consists of 120 stamps. I have this complete. There 

are continuous vertical double lines between rows 7 and 8 and between rows 11 and 
12, thus dividing the sheet into three irregular portions. 

13 stamps are without period after "5", and stamp No. 52 on the sheet has no 
period after "Cent". This is a scarce variety. 

10 centesimi. 
There are said to be two settings of this value, but I have not seen a sheet of 

any but the so-called second setting, which I have entire. 
Mr. Fulcher does not know a sheet of this 1st. setting either Imperf. or Perfo­

rated. (Note not to confuse the common sheets of 1 Oc. Imperf. with this rare 1st. 
setting. Such sheets are remainders of the perforated stamps which had not been 
perforated or gummed, and with which I will deal later on . ) 

The 2nd. setting consists of 120 stamps in 8 rows of 15 . The sheet is divided 
into three portions consisting of 32, 32 and 56 stamps . The double lines are con­
tinuous horizontally between each row of stamps. The normal type shows a small 
dot after the "1" and a period after the "O" in "10". No. 119 on my sheet is with­
out the dot after the "l". 

This 1 Oc. comes unsurfaced as well as the ordinary s urfaced paper. 
It is also known imperf. between both horizontally and vertically. 
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20 centesimi. Feb. 1868, Indian Red. 

This color, which is undoubtedly r are, (both imperf. and perf.), and much un­
dervalued, is found in the perforated issue in the same setting as the imperf. that 
is in 4 panes of 16 equals 64 stamps. The varieties I note for the imperf. may also 
be found in the perforated, so I do not repeat them. 

Fulcher states that there is a nother setting of this color, either of 80 or 120 
stamps to the sheet, but I fail to find any evidence of this . 

The Indian red, perforated, appears to have been in use about fourteen months, 
unused copies are quite rare , and used ones are by no means common. 

About April 1869, Magenta, Solferino, Crimson. 
The new colors are multitudinous, and it is rather difficult to say which is an 

original color and which is due to fading or other ch a nge of appearance . 
The setting of these sheets is of 120 stamps, si milar to the 10 centesimi. I 

have three full sheets in different colors. 
The chief varieties are: 

No . 6, No period after "20" . 
No. 7, In one sheet the word FRANCO has the NCO missing, as in the remain-

ders- in the two other sheets t h e word FRANCO is co mplete. 
No. 113, No period after "Cent". 
No. 9, "BOLLO" damaged. 

Pairs are known imperf. vertically. 
These stamps exist of both surfaced and unsurfaced paper. 
Mr. Fulcher suggests the following for a working list of original colors and 

shades: 

Surfaced Paper. 
Bronze-green on magenta . 
Bronze-green on rosy-magenta. 
Bronze-green on purplish magenta. 

Unsurfaced Paper. 
Bronze-green on magenta. 
Bronze-green on solferino. 

40 centesirni. 

I have full sheets of this value in yellow and in orange-yellow. These are of 
120 stamps in 8 rows of 15. The arrangement of the compartment lines are, how­
ever, different to those of the other values. 

The double lines are continuous horizontally between each row of stamps, the 
vertical double lines being in sections between these continuous horizontal lines. 

There a r e two types as in the imperforate issue. There are 2 9 stamps of Type 
I. and 91 of Type II. (For plan of the sheet see P . R. Vol. XXXIV. p. 173). 

The chief varieties are: 

No. 17, "Ceni" for "Cent". 
No . 19, "BOLLO" a nd frame above it broken. 
Nos . 94, 101, and 106 , "Kind of colon":" after "40" and a dot under "ce" of 

"Cent". 
Nos. 99 and 108 , Similar dot under "ce" but period after "40". 

The shades are lemon, chrome yellow, orange yellow, bright canary yellow. 

80 Centesimi. 

The largest block I have is of 64 stamps on highly glazed paper in pale rose-pink. 
The sheet is of the same setting as the 40c. · 
The vertical double lines between the stamps are missing between Nos. 61 and 

62 and Nos. 76 and 77. 
The chief varieties are: 
No . 29, Large period after "80" omitted. 
Nos. 82, 104 , 10 8, 110 , 111 and 116 , small period omitted. 

The 80 centesimi comes in rose-pink, rose, pale rose, and a very bright rose. 
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REMAINDERS. 

The stamps of the Roman States were superseded by those for the Kingdom 
of Italy in 1870. 

At this period there was on hand in the printing· office of The Tipografla 
Camerale a considerable number of sheets of various values. Some of these were 
not perforated or gummed but they got out and in the source of years have been 
confused with either the originals or the reprints, whereas I would class them 
in a special class by themselves. 

Stamps Prepared for Use But Not Finished and Not Issued. 

5 centesimi , Imperf. 

I have a full sh eet of 120 of this stamp. The color is a bright blue, the paper a 
thick h eavy white with the design, in general, showing through on the back. 

10 centesimi, Imperf. 

I have a full sheet of 120. The color is very bright vermilion. Paper as in 5c. 
but not quite so thick. Unused originals of this 1 Oc. are quite rare. 

20 centesimi, Imperf. 

I have a sh eet of 120 in bright solferino a nd a not h er one in bright crimson. 
Paper is similar to the 5c. The solfe rino color, imperf , does not exist as an issued 
stamp. 

80 centesimi, Perforated. 

This is the only value I have found perforated in t h e remainder stamps. The 
paper is not surfaced and the color is a deep li1ac-rose. These remainders are perf. 
1 3, the sam e as the issued stamps. 

All the copies I have are gummed with a thick brownish tinge of gum. 

REPRINTS. 

There are no reprints of the issue of 1852. Reprints exist in large quanti­
ties of the issue of 1867 imperf. and 1868 perforated. 

A Senor Usigli of Florance came into possession of a number of cliches of all 
values, and in 1878 he made reprints of the 2c., 3c., 20c., 40c. and 80c., in the 
colors of the original stamps, and also in fancy colors. 

Usigli ultimately sold his cliches to a Senor Bonasi who made electrotype 
plates of all values. 

Bonasi at later dates sold plates to J. B. Moens, Gelli & Tani, and David 
Cohn. All of these firms made reprints. 

Nearly all of these reprints can be distinguished from originals with little 
trouble, and very few are really dangerous imitations. 

I have one large volume in the Floyd collection full of these reprints and 
fancy color printings. It would take many pages of this journal to describe them 
and I do not think any good purpose would be achieved. This I propose to do­
nate to the Collectors Club as a start for a Refer ence Collection and to help in 
expert work when we are able to start this in a new Club house. 

All those who are interested in this subject can refer to the excellent article 
by Mr. L. W. Fulcher in The Philatelic R ecord for October 1912, and to my own 
article in Gibbons Stamp Weekly, Vol. IX. p. 401. 



Chinese PrQvisional 'Stamp of 1930 
By JAMES STARR. 

E ARI, Y in 1930, the rate on ordinary mail having been raised from three 
cents to four cents and there being, in consequence, an excess of three 
cent stamps on hand, the postal authorities ordered such excess surcharg­

ed with the new value of one cent. 
The surcharge is in three columns of two characters and printed in red ink. 

The central column is in English '' 1 Ct.''; the right and left columns are in 
Chinese and are r espectively "Chan Tso'', meaning Provisional, · and "Yi Fen" 
one cent. 'l'he surcharged stamps were issued in Shanghai on March 20. 

For the purposes of surcharging, the original sheet seems to have been divid­
ed into four quarters along the guide lines so that each of the surcharged sheets 
consisted of fifty stamps and in addition to the surcharge as above stated, the 
sheets received a Chinese numeral character in red ink as a· surcharged plate 
number, which appears once in the top and bottom margins of the surcharged 
sheets as far as I have seen them. 

Two errors of printing in the surcharge have so far been discovered. The 
first was found during the summer or late spring and consists of the omission 
of the period after ''Ct''. This is found in the bottom row of surcharge plate 4 
which is the lower left hand corner of the original sheet. Three stamps, Nos. 7, 
8 and 9, show the error. It is possible that this may be found on other portions 
of the original sheet but so far all that I have seen came from the lower left cor­
ner on surcharge No. 4. 

Theodore Siddall advises me that during the summer of 1930 he was offered 
a cover bearing ten copies of this provisional with "double impression", by 
which, it is presumed, he means a double surcharge. He further states that he 
was advised that thirty copies of the error were found and that it is ''not very 
clear but visible''. These two appear to be real errors, and in addition to them, 
there is found one sheet of plate 5 where the "t" in cent is broken, the wave 
showing completely through, and other copies where the bottom part of the "t" 
is prolonged into the period so that the character resembles an "L" with a cross 
at the top of the vertical stroke. I do not, however, believe these last two are 
constant and I think they are not real errors. 

A very important variety has just come to light. That is, the Chinese print­
ing of the three cent stamp of 1915 bearing· this provisional surcharge. Mr. 
Siddall states that he has found six copies of this variety, four of which were on 
cover, and in addition to these I have just secured another block of four on a 
piece of cover. It is not known how many of this variety exist. All that have 
been found so far are used copies and came from either Shanghai, Nanking or 
Luchwfu (a small office near Shanghai), and no mint copies at all are known. 
Strenuous efforts have been made by collectors in China to locate an unused 
sheet or portions thereof without success. 

Stamps of the Chinese printing of 1915 were supposed to have been all sold 
out long ago but it is evident that one or more sheets of the old issue must have 
been mixed with the current slieets when the surcharging was done. Whether 
there was but one sheet or more is not known and probably never will be. As 
the 1915 sheet consisted of two hundred stamps in a solid block without pane 
divisions, there must have been at least two hundred of these stamps surcharged, 
but it seems very probable that the great majority of them have been used in 
the mail and subsequently lost. 
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The History of the "Free Franking"' 
· of Mail in the United States 

By EDWARD STERN. 

(All of the Franks illustrated are from my personal coll ect ion a nd the purpose of 
this article is to attempt to comp!le a check list of all known Franks. I would be pl eased 
to h ear from anyone having a ny which are not Inc luded . 

B ear in mind that members of Congress and Senators a nd such oth ers who h eld no 
"Cabinet Office ' " are not included in this a rti cl e.) 

I WAS an enthusiastic stamp collector as a boy but ceased entirely when I de­
cided to become a stamp dealer for I soon realized that both could not be 
advantageously carried on together. 

Twenty or thirty years ago the collecting of '' Stampless Covers'' was prac­
tically unheard of and very little attention was paid to th em. Among those that 
came my way I occasionally found some with the word "Free" and a name 
written beneath it. These I always laid aside without paying . any attention to 
the signature and gradually accumulated a considerable quantity but without 
any method, system or classification. Most of these ''covers'' were composed of 
a double sheet of paper with the letter written on the inside then folded twice 
vertically, the sides to the middle and again twice horizontally. One open end 
was tucked into the other and sealed with wax or a wafer and the address writ­
ten on the other side. 

My interest was aroused when I noted covers bearing the names of such well 
known Americans as Buchanan, .T ackson and Garfield. I was curious to know 
why some names appeared with several different classifications such as Secretary 
of State, War, Treas·ury or Postmaster General. Upon looking up the biogra-

' phies of these men I found that they frequently held two or more posts in one 
administration and in many cases held different offices under two or more 
Presidents. 

My long dormant collecting instinct was now fully aroused and I com­
menced to sort and arrange my accumulation into Presidential Administrations, 
paying particular attention to see that the date of use was correct for the office 
held in any one administration. 

Many of our Presidents started in Congress and held various cabinet posi­
tions before they became the nations' Chief Executive. All of these can gener­
ally be placed correctly by dates of postmark and designation of the office held 
which was frequently written after the name. 

' ' Free Franks'' were the forerunner of the adhesive postage stamp and 
are directly linked with it from its inception to the present day. 

Origin and Establishment of the Free Franking System. 
The Franking Privilege was first granted in England in the year 1660 and 

was in force 180 years. When the first postage stamp' made its appearance in 
1840 the privilege was immediately abolished. 

The establishment of Postal faciliti es was one of the very first problems 
taken up by the Continental Congress when it began to exercise sovereign powers 
which it did not legally possess but which it had to assume on May 29th, 1775. 
The Congress resolved that the existing critical situation of the Colonies rendered 
it highly desirable that ways and means should be devised for a speedy and se­
cure conveyance of intelligence from one end of the continent to the other. Con­
gress resolved a committee be appointed to consider the best means of establish­
ing a post and on July 26th, 1775 took up the Committee reports and the "Free 
Franking" privilege was immediately enacted for members of Congress and 
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private soldiers wbo were actually in service, but it was required tbat the 
"Frank" be applied by officers in command, and later it was extended with some 
limitations to private soldiers in the Service. Under date of October 18th, 1782, 
for further regulations, the Post Office Department enacted that letters, packets 
and despatches to and from members of the Continental Congress, Commanders 
in Chief of the various departments and Foreign Affairs of the United States on 
Public Service and letters directed to officers in line of actual service should 
pass free of postage. 

Tbe next group to have the privilege were the Signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, numbering fifty-six . 

Following this group were the Presidents of the United States (1789), 
Members of their Cabinets, Members of the new Congress and Senators. In 1863 
an act was passed by Congress wh ereby the Private Secretary of a President 
was granted the Franking Privilege. In 1877 an act was passed granting the 
privilege to Senators and tbe clerk of the House of Representatives. 'rhe privi­
lege lasted until July 1873 through part of U. S. Grant's administration, at which 
time the privilege was abolished, and Departmental or Official stamps were is­
sued and affixed to Enve:opes, thereby making signatures unnecessary. An act 
of March 3rd, 1877 provided for Official P enalty Envelopes for the t ransmi ssion 
in th e mails of matter relating to Government business, which also made it un­
necessary for signatures to be used. 

In 1891 th e Franking Privilege was again extended to Members of Congress 
for tli eir official correspondence within certain limitations and has been con­
tinued to the present time. 

Styles or Forms of Franking. 
Various styles were used in conjunction with signatures in lieu of postage. 

The one most frequent is "Free,'' eith er hand written or rubber stamped. 'fhe 
latter was used frequently to attract the Post Office Clerk. It was n ecessary 
that tb e title of office held be inscribed by the Franker. During the per iod of 
the Continental Congress its Members often signed "On Public Service," signi­
fying official and important business. 

I believe in accordance with the original act granting the privil ege that 
"Free" had to be used. At various later meetings of Congress considerabl e 
opposition and comment was made in r efer ence to the word ''Free'' and efforts 
were made to have it abandoned in connection with Franking. For one r eason 
letters bearing the word "Free" seemed to lessen the value of their contents and 
it is known that vast quantities of mail so marked were thrown into the waste 
basket and never even opened by the recipients when the word ''Free '' was 
noticed on the face. Apparently nothing was done as this symbol is still used 
tod ay. 

It is also apparent that George Washington was not at all pleased with ·the 
word "Free" as will be noted by illustrations appearing later. At the time of 
the Continental Congress he simply wrote "G. \Vashington" and omitted the 
word ''Free'' or else added '' Public Service. '' \Yh en he became President, eith­
er he was too modest or else still disliked ''Free'' and Franked by simply signing 
" Presid ent U. S." and not his name as formerly, in doing so he had the dis­
tinction of being th e only President to Frank thus. I , also, illustrate a cover 
dated 1798 when in private life be ag·ain signed "G. Washington" and it will be 
noted that someone else added " J:l.,ree" to th e cover. I show anoth er cover elated 
1799 wh ich, undoubtedly, proves t hat he disliked " Free" because be applied 
"By Post". and his name. I have not seen this style used by any other in di­
vidual. W ashington never wrote his first name in full. 

Quite contrary to ·washington, Benjamin Franklin did not obj ect to "Free", · 
he wantecl .to ·be :differ ent and in a class all by himself so he Franked his letters 
"R. Free Franklin", placing the " Free" after his initial " B." See illn .;tr ation. 
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Congressional Laws Pertaining to the Free Franking Privilege, 

1776 to 1895. 

Jan . 9, 1 77 6- Gra nted t o private so ldie r s, provided th a t le tter s w er e Fra nked by a n 
office r in ch arge. Commen cem ent of t h e P ost Offi ce . 

Oct. 1 8, 17 82-Gr a nted to m embe r s o f the Continen tal Cong r ess , Secr etar y of t h e 
Cong r ess, Co mma nder-in-chief of t h e Armies of t h ese United States, h ea ds of 
De pa r t m e n ts of F in a nce, War a nd F oreig n Affairs. 

Dec. 24, 17 8 2- Gr a n ted t o Inspecto r Gen e r a l , Adjuta n t Gene r a l , Director of H ospita ls, 
Qua r term a s ter Gen e r a l , Co m m issar y of Prison er s, P a ym aster Gen e r a l. 

Mar ch 3, 1 79 1- Gr a n ted to T reasurer , Compt r oll e r a nd Au d ito r of t h e Treasury. 
-- 1 792- Gr a n ted t o Presiden t George W ashing ton, Vice President J ohn Adams, 

m ember s of t h e House or Se n ate, Secr et a r y of the Treasury, State, Wa r , P ost­
m aster Ge n e r a l a nd assistan ts. E very publis h e r a n d printer of n e wspa pe r s h a d 
t h e pri v il ege to send o n e pape r to each a nd eve ry oth er printe r of a n ewspa pe r 
free o f posta ge. 

- - 179 2- Gr a n te d to t h e Secretar y of t h e avy. 
-- 17 9 9- Gra n ted Geo r ge Washing t on to continu e his Fra n k ing after expi ra tion 

of o ffi ce a s P r eside n t. 
-- 17 9 9- Gr a n ted t o Co mmission er of R evenue , Supervisor of the Reven ue, Com­

m ission er of Taxes, Acco un tant of th e W ar o ffi ce. An ac t was pa ssed th a t s peci­
m en s of s ig natures be furni s h ed to t h e Postmast e r of t h ose wh o were g ranted 
t h e pri vil ege. 

- - 1 800- Gr a n ted to Willia m H enry H arri so n , de legate to Co n gress . 
April 3, 1 800- Gr a n ted to Mar t h a W ashington , widow of t h e late P r esident, Geor ge 

W a s hington , during h er n atural life . 
-- 180 1-Gr a n ted t o J ohn A da m s w hil e Presiden t a nd after t h e expirat ion of his 

t erm of offi ce a nd du r ing his life. 
-- 1 802- Gran ted to Tho mas J eff er so n while Presid e n t and a f ter th e expiration 

of his t er m of office a nd d uring his li fe. · 
-- 18 1 0- Gran ted to t h e Atto rney Gen eral , Superinten dent of the India n Tra de, 

Insp ecto r a nd Paym aster of t h e Arm y, memb e r s of t h e Se nate a nd H o use of 
Represen tatives. 

-- 18 16- Gran ted to t h e m emb e r s, clerk , a nd delegat es of the House of R ep re­
senta tives , secretar y of t h e Se n a t e . 

-- 1 8 1 7- Gran ted to J a m es Ma diso n while President a nd a ft er the ex piration of 
hi s term of offi ce a nd durin g his life. 

-- 1 8 25- Gr a n ted t o m embe r s , de legates a n d cle rk of t h e House of R epresenta ­
t ive , Secretar y of t h e Sen ate, t he P resident, J a m es Monroe , Vice P r esiden t, Sec­
retar y of Stat e, Treasury, W a r , Navy , Attorney Gen eral , Postm aster Gen eral 
a nd his assis t a n ts , Co mp trolle r of t h e Treasury. 

-- 1 82 6- By r eco mme n dation of t h e Postmast e r Gen eral , du e to the a buse of t h e 
Fra nking privilege, a boli t ion was s u ggest ed. 

- - 1 8 27- Gr a nted t o the Commissione r of t h e Na vy Boa rd , Adjutant Inspect or , 
Qua rtermaster a nd P aym aster Gen e r a ls , Superintenden t of t h e P aten t Office . 

April 1 828- Gr a n ted t o th e Speak e r of the H o u se of R eprese n tat ives. 
Mar ch 1833- Gr a n ted t o Membe r s of Co ng r ess. 
Dec. 1 83 4- Presid en t J ack so n in his a nnua l m essage stated tha t the Post Office De­

partmen t h a d a d efi cit of 100,000 for th a t year du e to t h e incr ease in number of 
Exec utive o ffi cer s to whom the Fra nking privilege was g ranted a nd t h ou ght the 
privilege n eeded r evis ion. 

July 2, 1 83 6-Gr a nted to Dolly P. Ma diso n , widow of t h e late Presiden t J a m es Ma di­
son , during h er n atura l li fe. 

Sep t . 9, 1 84 1- Gr a n ted to Anna H ar riso n , wi dow of t h e la t e President Willi am H enry 
H a rriso n , durin g h e r n a tura l life. 

-- 1 8 44- A Co mmit t ee was a ppointed by Congr ess to con s ider t h e a d v isa bili ty of 
abolishin g th e p rivil ege du e to its a buse. 

March 3, 1 8 45-Bill passed t o r educe rates of postage and to limit the u se a nd co rrect 
the a buse of t h e Franking privilege. 

-- 1 8 47- Gr a nted t o P ostmaster s whose compensation did no t exceed $200 .00 
fo r t h e yea r 1 84 6. 

-- 18 47- Gr a n ted th at letter s a ddressed to a ny officer , mus ician or priva t e in the 
Army of t h e Uni ted States, Mexico or a n y place on the Frontie r of t h e U . S. 
bo rderin g Mexico provided t ha t s uch letter s w e r e prope rly Fra nked a nd m a r k ed 
" B e longing t o the Army" . 

Ma r ch 9 , 1 8 48- Gra nted t o Louise Ca t h erine Ada m s, widow of the late P r esid e nt 
J ohn Quincy Ad a m s, during h er n a tura l life . 

-- 18 4 8- Gr a n ted t o t h e Co mmissioner of P a t ents . 
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J a n u a r y 1 0, 18 50- Gra nted to Sa r a h Polk , w idow of th e la t e President, J a m es K 
Po lk , d u r in g h er natu r a l life . 

J ul y 1 8, 1 85 0- Gra nted to Ma r gar e t S. Taylor , w idow of th e la i e Presid ent, Zach a r y 
T aylor , d uring h e r n a t u ral life . 

-- 1 8 5 0- Gran te d to Ma r sh a lls a nd t h ei r assistants to tra n s mit pape r s a nd docu­
m ents r e la t ing to th e Cen s u s. 

-- 1 8 54- Gra. n t ed to s upe r in tend ent of t h e Coas t Survey a nd his assista n ts . 
-- 1860- A Committ ee was a ppo;nt0d to consid e r the a dv isability of abo lish in g 

the privilege d u e to its a b u se. 
-- 1 8 61-The Prc vi sio n a l Co n g r ess of the Confe d er a t e ( R eb e l ) Sta t es enac t ed 

" a n d be it f u rthe r en acted tha t fro m and a f te r the d ay tha t this ac t g oes in tc 
eff ec t t h e fr 2.nking privilege sh a ll b e a bolish ed , provid e d t h at th e P os t m aster 
Gen eral , his chi ef c le rks a nd the a uditor of th e T reasu ry fo r t h e P ost Office De­
p a rtme nt sh a ll b e a u t horized t o t r a mmit throug h t h e m a ils, f r ee of postage, 
le t te r s a nd pack ages r e la tin g excl us ive ly t o offic ia l business of th e Post Office 
De pa r tm ent a nd that t h e w ord s " Offic ia l B usin ess" be a p pl ied ove r th eir s ign a­
t u res . A pe nalty of $3 00. 0 0 was imposed f o r eve r y fa lse e ndorsem ent to evad e 
p a ym e nt of pos t age. 

-- 1862-'Ihe Co n grers of t h e Uni ted S ta t es en acted th at t h e chief of t h e r espec­
tive Bure ~· us of t h e Na vy D epartme n t, Co mm'ss:on er of Agriculture, Co mm:s­
s ion e r of I n ter n a l Reve nu e sh a ll h ave th e Fra nkin g Privilege. 

-- 1 863- Con g r ESs passed a n act con fe rring the a u t hori ty to Fra nk m a il to t h e 
fo ll ow ;n g perso ns:-The Preside nt of the U . S a nd his priva t e secr etar y, Vi ce 
Presid e n t, t h e chief s of t h e sev er a l Execu t ive Dep a r t m en ts, s u ch principal of­
fi cns b e! n g h ead s of B u reau s o r chie f c le r ks o f eac h execu t ive depa;-tm e n t to 
be used o nl y fo r officia l co mmunication s as t h e Postm aster Gen eral sh a! l by 
regulatio n p r escribe. ln the sam e year th e privil ege was granted to Senators, 
Repr esen tat:ves of Congress of the U. S , t he secretar y of t h e Senate and clerk 
of t h e Eo u se of Represen tatives, a lso to Postm aster s for offic ia l communica­
t ion s to oth e r Postm asters, p r ovi d ed t h a t in a ll s u ch cases t h e E n velope shall 
be m a r ked "officia l " 

-- 1864- Gr anted to t h e Commiss!oncr of Intern a l Revenu e, Assesso r s a n d Col­
lector s a nd t h ei r assistan ts, Sen ators , Rep resen tatives, Delegates in Co n grern. 
t h e Secretary of t h e S1o nate, a n d t h e clerk of t h e Ho use of Repr esen tatives. 

Feb . 20, 1866-Gr a n ted to Mary L in co :n, w idow of t h e late Presiden t, A b rah am 
L inco ln , d urin g h e r n atura l li fe. 

-- 1 866- Gr a n ted to t h e Special Com m .'sE ion er o f th e Reven ue a n d th e Director 
of th e Burea u of 81 :>"tist;cs 

-- 1870-Gran ted to t h e Co m missio n e r of P atents. 
-- 1870-Th e P ostm as te r Gen eral stated t h at under t h e recen t agita t ion fo r the 

r e peal of t h e Fra nkin g Privilege t h er e h as been a g r eat increase in the a m o unt 
of sale of postage stamps which was broug h t abo u t by the careful inspectio n cf 
F r ee m a i l. This act ion was tak en d u e to the ab u se of those w h o h ad t h e p rivi­
lege and wer e taking a d vantage of t h e Fran k ing of m a il , ot h er t h a n on official 
bus iness. 

Cove r # 1 

Cover # 2 

Cover # 3 

Cover # 4 

Cover # 5 
Cover # 6 

Cover # 7 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated. 

PLA'l'E 1 

GEORGE WASHINGTON , addressed to J oseph Reed, P r esident of the 
State of Penn sylvania, inscri bed " P ubli c Service." Wash in gton always 
a bbreviated h is first name. 
MARQUIS D E L AI<'AYE 'r'.l'E, signed Lafayette M . G. A ltho u gh he was 
not a member of the C. C. h e was closely connected with Washington 
and a Gen eral in the Revo lu tionary War . It will be noted be signed 
M. G., sign ifying Major Ge neral. T h is is extremely rare. 
GEORGE \ VASHl NGTON , similar to cover # 1 without the inscription 
" Pu blic Service. " Entirely in bis hand writing addressed to John Park" 
Cu rtis, t h e Son of Martha Washington by her first husband . 
SAi\IUEL OSGOOD, member from Massachusetts. Date 1 787, inscribed 
"Boa r d of T reasury ." He was later P. M. General in G . 'iVash ~ ngton',,; 
cabinet. 
\ VILLlAi\1 S . ,J OH~SON, member from Connecticut 
E LIAS BOUn rNOT, me m ber fro m New Jersey. Dated 1783. He wa:s 
Presiden t of the Continen tal Co n grrns 1782. Addressed to Nicholas 
Van D yk e, Presiden t of t h e State of De laware. 
J ONATHAN B ELCH E R, this is possib ly t h e earl iest known F r anked 
E nve lope. It d ates 1730 whe n he was governor of Massach u setts. 
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18 7 2- Cong r ess passed a n a ct entitl ed " a n a c t t o r evise, consolida t e, a nd a m en d 
s tatutes r elating to t h e Post Office Depa rtment. " This act s tates t hat a uthority 
to Fra nk m a il m a tter was conferr ed upon and limited to the fol' owing pe r so ns: 
The President by himself or hi s private Secr e t a r y, th e Vice President, Chiefs of 
th e sev er a l Executive Depa r t m ents, Sen a to rs , R epresenta tivs, Delegates in Co n­
gress, Sec r e ta r y of Se n ate . 

.July 1 , 18 7 3- The Franking Privilege was a bolish ed in th e U. S . 
March 3, 1 8 7 5- The Free Fra nkin g Privilege was again pa r t ia lly r es t or ed , i t ex tend­

ed to m emb er s of Co n g r ess o r delegates, for t h e dispa t chin g of Cong r essiona l 
r ecords, s peech es a nd r eports. It also g r a n ted m ember s of congr ess t o m a il ou t 
seeds . 

-- 1 877- Granted Se nators, R epresen tat ives a nd De legates in Cong r ess, t h e Sec­
r etar y of th e Se n ate a nd t h e Clerk of the House of R epresentatives who mi gh t 
send a nd receive public doc uments . This ac t a ' so a bolish ed th e u se of officia l 
o r de pa r t m en tal stamps which h a d bee n in u se by a n act of F ebrua r y 187 3 a n d 
provided fo r officia l envelopes for t h e d epa rtm ent with a pen a l ty of $ 300 .0 0 on 
t h eir u se fo r priva t e m a t te r s. 

- - 1 8 7 8- The Postmaster Gen eral s t a t es t h at the priv ilege is again beginning to 
be a bused . T o ns of boo k s, seeds , shrub~, w e r e being sent by Fra nks thro u gh 
t h e m a ils . 

Ma r ch 3, 1 8 7 9- P en a lty e nve lo pes wer e ext end ed t o a ll offi ce r s of th e Governmen t , 
excep t pe ns ion agents . This pa r t icular privilege was a lso ex tended to the 
Smiths onia n Ins titution . 

Dec. 20 , 1 88 1- Gr a n te d t o Lucr etia R . Garfi eld , widow of t h e late President, J a m es 
A. Garfi e ld , du r ing h e r na tura l life. 

Ma r ch 3 , 1 89 1- Gr a n ted the p r ivilege to m embe r s a nd m embers elect o f Cong r ess 
fo r m a il t o a n y officer of t h e gove rnm ent w h en a ddressed officia lly. 

-- 1 8 9 4- In his a nnu a l report the P ostm ast er Gen er a l stat ed t h at the post a l de­
pa rtment was r e quired to car ry without on e cen t o f revenue , hund reds of to n s 
of Fra nked m atter. T h e la w did no t r equire the con ten ts of t h e pack ages be 
m ark ed on t h a o u ts ide , t h e Departm en t at W ashingto n was una ble t o detect 
Fore ig n m a tte r in with t h e Cong r essiona l r ecords a nd other . documents , as n o 
pe na lty was attach ed t o t h e m is u se of the Fra nking privil ege. H e co uld t a k e 
no action fur t h e r t han t o call t h e a ttention of Congr ess t o t h e m atter. 

-- 18 95- Gra nted to the Vice President, Members a nd Memb e r s Elect of Con g r ess 
when a ddressed officia lly . 

The Abuse of the Franking Privilege. 

Due to the various abuses by those who had the F ranking privilege many 
a ttempts were made during congr essional meetings t o abolish it ent irely, bu- . 
nothing was done until 1873 when the Official st amps wer e issued, ther eby mak­
ing· the Frank no longer necessary . 

Cover # 1 

Cove r # 2 

Cove r # 3 
Cover # 4 

Cover # 5 
Cove r # 6 
Cover # 7 
Cover # 8 
C over # 9 

Cover #10 
Cove r #11 
Cove r # 12 
Cover # 13 
C over # 14 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated. 
PLATE 2 

HENRY LAURENS, m emb e r from South Ca rolina. H e was Presiden t 
in 1777 . This cove r is da t ed J anua ry 1, 177 8. Cover inscribed " on 
Public Ser v ice" The peculiar scroll under his signature is known a s a 
secr et P a raphe. 
JAMES MONROE, m ember from Virginia . H e was la t e r P resident of 
the U. S ., 1 817 to 1 8 25. 
RALPH IZARD, m emb er f ro m Sout h Carolina . 
JONATHAN BLANCHARD, m ember from New H a mpshire a ddressed 
to Jo sia h Ba r t lett , a nothe r m embe r. 
JEREMIAH WADSWORTH, m emb er from Connecticut, da t ed 17 88 . 
RUl<'US l\.ING, m embe r from Massachusetts. 
JOHN E . HOWARD, m emb er from Ma ryla nd . 
GEORGE CJ,JNTON, m ember from N ew York , dated 17 82. 
PIERCE BUTLER, m embe r from Sout h Carolina, with le t ter da t ed 
179 4. 
NICHOLAS VAN DYiiE, m emb er from Delawa r e. 
ELBRIDGE GERRY, m emb er from Massachusetts, da t ed 17 8 9. 
NATHAN DANE, m emb er from Massachusetts wi t h letter dated 17 8 6. 
AJ, EXANDER WHITE, m emb er from Nort h Carolina. 
'WALTER LIVINGSTON, m ember from N ew York, da t ed 17 8 6. 
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'l'he following are a few cases. 
Senators whi_e in session at \Yashington would' mail their laundry and 

clothes home each week under their ];'rank and enclose an additional one to have 
it returned to them again. 

Packing boxes, trunks and barrels of China were shipped through the mails 
properly Franked but to insure safe delivery they were registered by paying a. 
few cents in cash, thereby holding l ncle Sam responsible in the even t of loss as 
the Frank was granted for ordinary mail only. 

The facsimile Franks of different members of Congress were freely used to· 
circulate papers, lottery circulars and domestic correspondence of persons not 
authorized by law to Frank mail matter. 'fo avoid the continuance of this 
serious abuse in the use of names of members of Congress without their know_­
edge or consent, a penalty of $500.00 was imposed for the fraudulent use of 
each Frank. 

In England vast quantities of envelopes were franked by favor and used by 
friends of the one who had the privilege. 'l'his abuse was so extensive that in 
many eases the Postmaster would open t he letters to see if the Franker wrote 
the letters. 'fhis practice was stigmatized in Parliament as a breach of privilege 
on the part of the Postmaster so the law \\'as changed and it was r equired that 
the address had to be in the same handwriting as the Frank. 

An old Irish lady informed a Postal employer that she seldom paid any 
postage for her letters, he asked her how sh e managed this, ''Oh,'' she replied, 
'' I just write '1'...,red Suttie' in the corner of the cover.'' He asked her if sl1e 
was not afraid of being hanged for forgery! '' Oh, dear, no,'' she replied, ''no­
body ever heard of a lady being hanged in Ire.and and troth I did jnst what 
everybody else did.'' 

Members of Congr ess were the greatest users of the Frank while in session 
and they took advantage of it when Congress was not in session, which was an 
unlawful act. 

The Postmaster Generals were the strongest opposers because Postmasters. 
throughout the country were not being compensated for the quantity of mail 
passing through their offices on which no postage was paid. Vast quantities of 
Free Franked mail had to be handled and necessitated t he usual labor and often 
created a deficit. 'fhis situation became so serious that the Secretary of Treas-· 
ury demanded separate accounts be kept of mail Free Franked and such on which 
postage was paid. 

In 1847 an act was passed to appropriate funds to be paid to the Post Office· 
Department in compensation for the hand ling of Free Franked mail. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated. 

Cover # 1 JOHN ADAMS, sig n er from Massachusetts, addressed to Mrs. Adams, 
Quincy , Mass. He was later President of the U. S. 

Cover # 2 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, s ig n er from Pennsylvania, addressed to Mrs. 
Franklin at Philadelphia. The cu stomary method of Franking was to 
write the word "Free" above t h e s ig n ature but Franklin with a sense of 
humor wrote t h e word "Free" afte r his initial "B" so hi s Frank reads in 
one line "B. Free Franklin" . He was the fir st Postmaster General of 
the U.S. 

Cover # 3 JOHN HANCOCI{, signer from Massachusetts. Inscri bed "Public Ser-· 
vice". He was fir st to apply signature to the Declaration of Ind epend­
ence . 

Cover # 4 TH OMAS MCKEAN, signer from P ennsylvania. Inscribed "Public Ser­
vice", dated 1781, addressed to Caesar Rodney , President of the State of 
Delaware, who was also a signer. 

Cover # 5 CHARLES CARROLL, signer from Maryland. Incl uding the full letter 
and signed Ch. Carroll of Carrollton. 
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Plate No. 3. Signers of the Dec·.nr:1tion. 
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In 1902 Postmaster s complained to the President that not alone Congress­
men but beads of other Departments were imposing on them by shipping freight 
in the Postal cars, including pick axes, machinery, furniture, shoYPls, hnge 
boulders and even snakes. 

In 1904 over forty-five million packets of garden seeds were sent out by 
members of Congress to private individuals, although they had the privilege 
to do so, this was strongly opposed by dealers in seeds as it interferred with 
business. 

Th e loss of Revenue to the Government clue to Free Franking was oYer 
$200,000 in the early forti es, over $2,000,000 in th e seventies and last year it ran 
over $20,000,000, which included penalty envelop,es and n ecessitated the handling 
of 75.000,000 pounds of mail matter. 

As previously stated, 1\:Iembers of CongrPss had the privilege to mail out 
garden and fto,,ver seeds. A letter was receiYed by a Congressman from one of 
his constituents to whom he was sending very fine grass seeds, thanking· him but 
requesting him to send no more as hi s Canary bird had died. At a _ate t· elate he 
received a request from a rather modest person to send him a lawn mo.}ver, set of 
garden tools, one hundred feet of hose, a gasoline engine, a wood saw, a coat size 
38 and a pair of pants size 33. A further r eq nest of another one of hi.s friends 
was for a sack of oats, sack of corn and as many trees as can be had at th e Agri­
cultural Department. 

Continental Congress, 177 4 to 1789. 

Members of this group totaled o~er 400. To save space I only list th e Presi­
dents in their respective years of service, showing States r epresented. 

P 1·esidents 

Randolph , P eyton 
Middleton, Henry 
Hancock, John 
Laurens , Henry 
Jay, John 
Huntington, Samuel 
McKean, Thomas 
Hanson, John 
Boudinot, Elias 
Mifflin, Thomas 
Lee, Richard Henry 
Gorham, Nathaniel 
St. Clair, Arthur 
Griffin, Cyrus 

Virginia 
South Carolina 
Massachusetts 
South Carolina 
New York 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Maryland 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 

Sept. 5, 1774 
Oct. 22, 1774 
May 24, 1775 
Nov. 1 , 1777 
December 10 , 1778 
September 28, 1779 
July 10, 1781 
November 5, 1781 
November 4 , 1782 
November 3, 1783 
November 30, 1784 
June 6, 1786 
February 2, ·17 87 
January 22, 178 8 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated. 

Cover # 1 
Cover # 2 
Cover # 3 
Cover # 4 
Cover # 5 
Cover # 6 

Cover # 7 

PLATE 4 

JOSIAH BARTLETT, signer from New Hampshire. 
ELBRIDGE GERRY, signer from Massachusetts. 
SAMUEL CHASJ~, signer from Maryland. 
ROBERT MORRIS, s igner from Pennsylva nia. 
GEORGE CLYMER, signe r from P ennsylva nia. 
BENJAMIN HARRISON, sign er from Virginia, dated 1782. insc l'ibed 
"Public Service". He was the Father of the President, Benjamin Harri­
so n , who served from 1889 to 1893. 
SAMUEi, HUNTINGTON, signer from Connecticu t; dated 17 80. In­
scribed "on Public Service" He was President of the Continental Con­
gress in 1779-1780 . Cover is addressed to the President of the State· 
of Delaware. 
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Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Ac\am s, .Iohn 
A da m s, -Samue l 
Bartl ett, Jos ia h 
Braxton, Cart er 
Car ro ll , Charl es 
Ch ase, Sa mue l 
Cla rk, Abraha m 
Clym e r , George 
E lle r y , W illia m 
Floyd , Willia m 
Fra nklin, B enj a min 
Ger r y, E lbridge 
Gwinne tt , Button 
H a ll , L ym a n 
H a n cock , J ohn 
H a rrison , B enj a min 
Har t, J ohn 
H ew es, J oseph 
H eyward , J r. , Tho mas 
Hooper, Willia m 
Hopkins , Stephe n 
Hopkinson, Francis 
Hunt ington , Samu e l 
J effer son, Thomas 
L ee, Fra n cis Ligh tfoot 
Lee, R ich a rd H en ry 
Lewis, Fra n cis 
Livingston, Philip 

<Ma~ s . ) 
( Mass. ) 
( N . H .) 

(Va.) 
! Md ) 
(M d .) 

(N. J . ) 
(Pa) 

( R. I. ) 
(N. y ) 

(Pa . ) 
( Mass.) 

(Ga.) 
(Ga.) 

( Mass . ) 
( V a.) 

( N . J. ) 
(N. C. ) 
( S . C.) 
( N C . ) 
( R. I ) 
(N. J . ) 

(Conn . ) 
( V a . ) 
( V a.) 
( V a.) 

(N. Y. ) 
(N. Y . ) 

Lynch , Jr., Thomas 
McKean , Thomas 
Middle to n , Ar t hur 
Morris , Lewis 
Morris , Robe r t 
Mor ton , J ohn 
Ne lso n , Jr ., Thomas 
P aca, Willia m 
P a ine , R o be r t Treat 
P enn , J ohn 
R ead , George 
Rodney, Caesar 
R oss, George 
Ru sh , Benj a m in 
Rutl ed ge , Jr. , Edwa rd 
Sh e rma n , R oger 
Smith, J a m es 
Stock to n , Rich a rd 
Sto n e, Tho m as 
Taylor , George 
Thornton , Ma t t h ew 
W a lto n , George 
Whippl e, Willia m 
Willi a m s , Willia m 
Wil son , J a m es 
W ith er s poon, J ohn 
Wo' cott, Oliver 
W yth e, George 

( S . C.) 
(Pa. ) 

rs. c .J 
( N . Y .) 

( P a.) 
( P a) 
( V a.) 
(M d ) 

( Ma ss l 
( N . C . ) 

( D e l. ) 
( D e l. ) 
(Pa.) 
( Md ) 

(S. C.) 
(Co nn .) 

( P a.) 
( N. J .) 

(Md.) 
(Pa) 

(N H) 
(Ga.) 

( H ) 
(Co nn .) 

(P a.) 
( N J .) 

(Conn.) 
( V a.) 
Chinese Express Letter Stamps 
A Correction by James Starr. 

Through some unaccoun table er ror a mistake was made in the illustr ation 
of this ar t icle on P age 148, Volume 9, No. 3. . 

In Plate 11, a stamp is illustrated as No. 9 bnt the actual stamp illustr ated 
is a later impression of No. 10. Below is shown t he iL ustration of the stamp as 
it should have appeared. 

Plnte XI, No. D, Correc ted. 
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The History of France 1849-1900 
As Reflected in Her Stamps and Obliterations 

By l-l. BEDFORD-JONES. 

Courtesy of 'l'REODORE E. S'rEINWAY. 

(Continu ed from Page 210.) 

A ND now- enter the l\[ysterious Villain of Philately! One day a yell of de­
light went up from all Napoleon's many enemies, when the domestic-rate 

· stamp appeared bearing a flaw for which nobody could account. It was 
turned into political capital at once. This was the famous "timbre a la corne ", 
or stamp with the "horn". 

The flaw was corrected at once, but the damage was done. It was supposed 
to have been perpetrated by an enemy in the Mint; as a matter of fact, it was 
probably accidental, for the flaw appears in various forms, all consistent; as a 
locket, a nose-·wart, or as the horn in different sizes. 

Fl:n,-s on Pl:tte U sed fot_· Po li t i ca l Puruoscs . 

The forehead "born" was hailed with even louder glee, since it has impli­
cations in French which would not do at all in English. The flaw also appears 
at the tip of th e laurel wreath, both on the lOc and 25c values. 

J;..,a 1uous "llorn " V a rieties. 

'!'he famous Foreign Legion, which made its first reputation in Mexico, be­
came a great institution under Napoleon. Its home and headquarters was at 
Sidi Bel Abbes in Algeria, a town which existed chiefly for the Legion. 
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Fo1·eig·u Leg;ion Ca n ce lln t ion . 

Commerce, colonial expansion, imperial dignity- all waxed mightily for 
France at this time. H er postoffices ·were in unexpected places. A letter posted 
in Jaffa, for example, went to J erusalem, was there struck with the now ex­
tremely rare "Cross of J erusalem" of the French P . 0 . 

.Rare "Cross o f J eru s ale 1n" Cuuce ll n t ion . 

A letter posterl on the high seas was struck with the "anchor" and the 
ship's cachet. From Buenos Ayres: 

. , 

A 1!Ch or C:1nce llnti o11 on Co,rer P o s t e d ou ll i1;;b Sen s . 
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The Prince Imperial, though only a boy, had his own private frank-except 
for this, he might have joined the rapidly growing crowd meeting each Sunday 
in the Bourse to buy and exchange stamps : 

~~~~ 

7· ~?~ 
~~~A_~_ 

I-

l•~rank of the Prince l1n1•erinl. 

He nearly had his own stamps to play with, for a series was projected bear· 
ing his likeness. In 1869 th e engraver .T oubert prepared a die, the artist's proofs 
of which are ·now quite rare: 

Die Pre1.:.1retl for tlte Boy Prince. 

The more common proofs in colors are not J:are, and give some idea of how 
the H eir of France might have impressed himself on history through philately, 
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had he not died by Zulu assegais in South Africa, ~bile serving with the British 
army. 

Napoleon proj ected various other s;·amps and envelopes bearing his own 
likeness, which went no far ther than proof stage; occasionally, however, these 
have done postal duty, illegally. 

Desig·u Never Iss ued. 

In 1869, Napoleon contemplated the issue of 5 Pranc, 10 F , and 20 F, 
values; only the first of these was issued. It is found with all the usual oblitera­
tions _ also with such as Blue or Red or even with obsolete small figures; and, as 
large stocks of the stamp were on hand, they were sold at discounts· to get them 
used up, and were shipped out to the co~onies. Thus we find them obliterated 
in Gudiel, Algeria, and in the Alexandria bureau. In the Shanghai office, also 
at Yokohama, and sometimes with Paquebot obliterations. 

L;:u·g·e Dot Cance11:ttion is It:ire. 

The 5 Franc is rarely found on cover used from Tunis; in pairs or blocks 
it is much sought after, and when these occur on cover, the item is excessively 
rare. 

The War of 1870 with Prussia knocked :B'rance into a cocked hat, and her 
postal organization as well. One after another, the Prussians destroyed her ar­

. mies and closed in on Paris. Soldiers enjoyed the military franchise, as illus­
trated by the three letters from the Army of the Rhine, the A.rmy of the East, 
and the Army of Paris. . 

The Emperor was captured, the Empire fell, a Republic was established; 
Paris was besieged and cut off from the rest of France. The government was 
established at Bordeaux but Paris had sufficient resources to hold out for a long 
time, in all save stamps. To show the Republican government now established, 
Paris dug up the old plates of the 1849 issue and printed stamps from them for 
local use. 

Large stocks of these were supplied, and remained in use for some time. 
There was some confusion as to the military franchise of soldiers; thus we find 
letter s with stamps and also with army postmarks, noted in Yvert as being very 
uncommon and rare : 
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The government at Bordeaux turned hastily to making stamps. The first 
produced was a 20c blue, and unsatisfactory. 

Later results were better. Having few workmen, little time, no machinery, 
the stamps were lithographed but not perforated. Some postoffices and many 
private firms perforated their own; a strip thus used is most uncommon and in­
teresting: 

New Republic Stnm1> "\Vith Private Perforation. 

The lower values were copies from the current Imperial issue. They are 
now rarely encountered in form of blocks: 

'fhe 2c value is very rare in a large block. The Ferrari collection had a 
badly damaged block of twelve : 

Perfect Block With S h eet l'llargln. 

The issue was broadcast hastily to all French bureaux at home and abroad. 
The stock was small, and the stamps used abroad are today of great rarity, 
whether used in the tiny Turkish bureau of Sinope, or aboard Paquebots, or in 
Oran, Algeria : 
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S in o JU". Pa.-1u e h o t s. A lµ;eri:t . 

While a stamp used in Shanghai is almost unknown. As these stamps did 
not appear until the end of 1870, and Sedan had been in Prussian hands since 
the capture of Napoleon and his army early in th e fall, it is a mystery how any 
.stamps of this issue could bear the Sedan cachet: 

Sed:tn. 

'l'he poorest-appearing of the series is the l Oc; the most beautiful, the 80c. 
As there was a scarcity of any kind of stamp, we frequently find the same enve­
lope attesting that France was a republic and empire at the same time. 

While the perforated stamps of Paris were widely used, after the siege, so 
that we have imperforate and perforate stamps used on the same cover, as this 
from Setif, Algeria : 

Perftn·a te«l :uul ln11•c r f or:1 ted S t:11n1>s on S nrn e Cover . 

Paris was blockaded by the Prussians and after Sept. 18, 1870, no mail 
passed the lines. In this extremity various experiments were tried in vain, until 
the suggestion was made that the air be used. 
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Thus to the French goes the honor of the First .Air Mail. Balloons had been 
used during the siege of Metz but not in any sense as a regular post. 

Tt was proposed to send out small paper balloons bearing post-cards. 'l'o 
this encl, a rate of lOc was established for the cards. This, too, marked the first 
recognition of postcards by the French postal authorities. 

One, and one only, of these paper balloons went out. It . was captured by 
the Prussians. Certain of the cards were held over to go out by the regular 
balloon post, and the lOc rate was established. 'l'his card, bearing the rare 
Single-circle cachet of the Ministry of l''inances, was prepared for the paper 
balloon, admitted to the lOc rate, then sent out and delivered by a later balloon. 

Pre1•nre d f o1· F irNt Pa1Je r D:llloon but Sent b y n ·l.a ter Uulloon. 

The provinces attempted to reach Paris with air mail; at Tours and else­
where several attempts were made, but none succeeded. This letter, destined for 
one of these efforts, only reached Paris the following year: 

A u A tte m1•t to R e :i e h Pllri s b y A ir. 

Once under way, the balloon post worked regularly, weather permitting. 
The second balloon to leave Paris was the "City of F lorence", which carried this 
letter out: 
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'•C ity of Florence" Second Bnlloon to I. e ave Paris. 

Not all the balloons came through safe. One or two were lost, some were 
-captured. The "Ville de Paris" leaving Dec. 15th, was captured by the Prus­
.sians and the mail destroyed or confiscated. 

ConJisc :1tPtl Co,'cr C a1•tu1·et1 b y Prussian~. 

'l'he government had no means of communication with beleaguered Paris 
-except by pigeon post. Government despatches were photomicroscoped and the 
film sent by pigeon to Paris. Th ese films are very rare in genuine originals. 

One of these, fully authenticated in Paris, has been here enlarged four 
-times. Reaching Paris, it was thrown on a magic lantern screen and the de­
spatches taken down by secretaries; th e enlargement is only readable with a 
.glass: 
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..... 

P igeon Post Fi hn E nlnrg·ed Fou r Ti uaes. 

One of the striking incidents of the siege was the bombardment of Mont 
Valerien. This letter from an officer in that fort, is a unique combination of 
rarities. It gives plans of the fort; has the "timbre a la Corne"; went by "La 
Vauban", Oct. 27th, and carries th e rare suburban cachet of Auteuil. A prize 
item. 

Frotu nu OHicer in ~lout Va lerie n G h •iug· Plans of tl1e Fort. 
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N? 4 Paris. 

Prix 
to Ce ntimes 

le Ni1mero. 

Mardi 8 Novembrd820 

, 
DEPECHE BALLON 
J ourna1 des Evenements Ju Siege 

Par.1tl 
Mardi&. Ve11d~edi 
B1'dn matin 

------~~:--
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Many ' 'siege newspapers'' were issued to be sent out by balloon. The one 
shown , the " Depeche-Ballon ", is rar e. This went by the balloon " Daguerre", 
captured by the Prussians Nov. 12th. From the confiscated mail, which was 
kept as souvenir s by the Prussians. 

The balloon "Ville cl 'Orleans", landed in Norway. Before landing, think­
ing themselves lost, the aviators fl ung over one mail sack, which fell into the sea 
and was later picked up . 'L' bc mail was returned to France, but thanks to the 
immersion, most of the stamps were soaked off. 

A striking- proof of the rap idity of this First Air Mail-when it worked. 
This letter was directed to Nantes. The Balloon "Franklin" left Paris early on 
the morning of Dec. 5th, and landed at Nantes at 8 A. M. This letter was de­
livered the same day, therefore beating· railroad time by far: 

D c lh'e1·etl iu N nntes S :ttue n:1 y as ~l : til e d F 1·01u P:n·i s . 

Gambetta, the most energetic member of the republican government, was 
anxious to leave Paris and raise an army for its relief. As he had no other way 
of getting out, he left on Oct. 7th, 1870, aboard the balloon "Armand Barbes", 
which also carried this letter: 

Bn11oou "Ar1u:u1d Bnrbcs" Cnrr ietl G :ttnbe tta. 

After four months of extremely regular service, all things considered, the 
first air mail came to a close with the surrender of Paris. The last balloon to 
leave was the "General Cambronne", departing Jan. 28, 1871, and carrying 
this letter as par t of the load : 
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"General Cn111bronne" L u s t B alloon to Lea, .. e P ari s . 

lmmediately upon the conclusion of peace with Prussia, the Communists 
seized Paris, holding the city for three months. 'l'hey refused to r ecognize any 
but their own stamps, which no one else would recognize. 

i - ~ -1 
i'..J 

C~:NTIMES 

Consequently, letters from Paris, to 
g·o via French mails, had to leave ·by 
underground routes. One way was to 
reach Montmorency and there be posted. 
Such letters wer e given the peculiar ob­
literation here shown, now extremely 
rare and much sought after by French 
collectors : 

Co1un1uuist S tn1u11s. 

I~e tte1· F ro tu Paris " B y U ud ergTonntl H.oute." 
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I1arge stocks of the l Oc Napoleon were seized by the Commune, and to a void 
having them used, the remainders were surcharged in the following fashion. 
The stamp was neve1· regnlarly issued. 

S u1·c h:n·µ;ed Uu t Ne"·er Issued. 

In 1871, thanks to a change of tariff, the goYernment needed a 5c stamp at 
once. I o die existed except that of the 1862 i>;fme. It had to be used. Thus we 
have the anomaly of the Hepublic issuing a stamp bearing the inscription of the 
Empire, and the effigy of the best-hated man in the world: 

En1ergeney I ssu e Afte1· E n111ire H:ul F :1ll e 11. 

So great was the hatred against Napoleon in ]<'ranee, that everything bear­
ing his name was wiped out. In October, 1870, the town of Napoleonville in 
l\forbihan officially changed its name to Pontivy; but it could not get new cachets 
at once, so in the following year we still find the old name: 
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N:ttloleonviJle Caeltet Use1l After N:une H:ul Been Cl1aui:;ed. 

Prussia had seized Alsace-Lorraine and now a double tariff existed. IJetters 
from 'France were taxed with blue postage-due marks in large numerals: 

Prussia Taxed Letters Fro111 France. 

France retalfated, Prussia issued special stamps for Alsace. IJetters for 
France were forced to bear them or be taxed, and had to bear French stamps 
as well or be taxed at the other end. Thus we find such letters with the blue 
Paris star, showing that they came from foreign parts. Not many of these are 
known. A few were shown at the Strasbourg Exposition of 1927 as great rari-

. t ies: 
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S t n 111 11s of A ls a ce Not 11.ecog·nizetl by F1·a n ce. 

From 1870 to 1875 France was too much occupied in reorganization and re­
payment of the war debts to give much attention to stamps. Thus the old types 
were employed : and in this issue we find the last specimens of the curious 
'' Tete-beche cop~es: · 

Tete- Decile P air. 

The guiding genius of France was no longer war, but expansion. In 1876, 
appeared stamps whose type was to endure a quarter-century, bearing the two 
:figures of Peace and Commerce-in this instance strictly symbolical of the coun­
try's policy. The first of this issue to appear, and now by far the rarest, was 
the 25c in an ultramarine hue. Later changed in type and color. · 

Pea ce and Co1n1n erce. 

The pecular obliteration" ASNA " - Assemblee Nationale-was used at Ver­
sailles during the sitting of he National Assembly of 1~71-3. It is by no means 
common: 
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Used Dnl'ing· S itting· of Nati o n al Asscn1b !y. 

Still r ar er is the mark of th e Conp:r ess of Versailles of 1874. 'L'his Congress 
was held for t he final Revision of th e Republi can Consti tnti on, and so marks the 
final point of evolution of th e French Government in its present form : 

Used During; Coug1·ess of Versailles. 

On May l , 1878, prosperity caused the r eduction of the inland postage rate 
to l fic and the thri fty Frenchman took advantage of it th e same day: 
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First Dny 15c R:ite 'Vns in Effect. 

The colonial expansion of France continued more or less peacefully. The 
French stamps continued to be used in the various postoffices abroad, such as 
Samsoun, Turlrny, or Shanghai, China, or at Smyrna, and were also used in 
Madagascar, which had now become a French colony. 

France never forgot that she had pierced the Isthmus of Suez. Although 
she lost control of the canal, her bureau at Fort Said remained dear to her heart: 

A Reminder that Franee Built the Suez Canal. 

, The stamps of France were used here, as elsewhere, but in 1899, there was 
a shortage of the much-needed 25c value. Therefore a small number of the cur­
rent lOc values were surcharged. We find them used in conjunction with 
French stamps. 
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S urc hnrg;ed "Port S:titl." 

As most of these surcharged stamps were used up, very few of them re­
mained in a mint state. A pair, mint, showing the surcharge also on the edge 
of the sheet, is extremely rare. 

U.:n·e P:th~ oi: Port S:lid Surcl1ar;;;es . 

The last stamp issued by France in the "Peace and Commerce" type was 
the 2 Franc value. This, as shown by the '' millesime'' or year date between the 
sheets, appeared in 1900 : 

L:tst Issu e o f th e lHt h Centn•·y . 

This closes the History of France in the Nineteenth Century, as reflected 
in her Stamps and Obliterations. 

THE END. 
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E n g;rn Ye«l b y S 111illi e, Front a Dr1n\'ing· by P a rson s in 1800. 

U. S. 12c Green 1869 Issue 
By 0. G. REICHELT. 

F OR many years there has been a question as to the origin of the picture of 
the paddle-wheel steamer shown on this stamp, and there have been many 
conjectural findings and consequently natural errors. 

'l'he stamp was printed by the National Bank Note Company, later merged 
with the American Bank Note Company. Delving into their records, it is now 
definitely established that the vign ette used on this stamp is a r educed size of 
an engraving of the ADRIATIC by Smillie from a drawing by Parsoni:< in 1860. 
This steamer was undoubtedly the Collins Liner of that name, owned by E. K. 
Collins and Company (the pioneer American steamer service ) of 5888 tons and 
built at New York in 1856, shown in the r ecords of the American Bnreau of 
Shipping. 

While there were two other ships at that time bearing the same name, they 
were considerably smaller vessels and under foreign flags ( 303 and 824 tons 
respectively) and did not touch at United States ports. Under these circum­
stances it is not likely they would be used as models. It would be strange in­
deed if a foreign ship were shown on a U. S. stamp at a time when there were 
so many famous ships under the American Flag. 

In a r ecent issue of one of the Philatelic publications the following para­
graph appeared: 

"U. S . Stamp from a Menu Card: 
"Did you know that th e mail steamer shown on the 12c 1 8 6 9 issue of the 

United States is said to h a ve been r eproduced from the h ea din g on m enu 
cards u sed on the ill -fated White Star Line r "ARCTIC" which s uffe r ed 

disaster by a co ll is ion in mid-ocea n in which over 3 5 O lives were lost in 
185 4 " 

'l'his paragraph looks very much to have been written up from Stanley 
Gibbons' booklet "The Postage Stamps of the United States" by E. B. P ower, 
but of course in view of the foregoing this paragraph is entirely wrong. Fur­
ther, the White Star Line was not organized until 1869, and its first steamer, the 
"OCEANIC,' ' r eached New York in March 1871 (fifteen and sixteen and one­
half years r espectively after the "ARCTIC" sinking). There never was a 
White Star steamer by that name. 
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The following memorandum given the writer by Mr. Woodhull, President of 
the American Bank Note Company, is inter esting: 

"12c U . S . Stamp--Issue 1869 

(N. B . N . Co. work ) 

"Vignette used on a bove is reduced s ize of a large r one-"Adriatic"­
which was en g rave d by Smillie froIQ. a drawing by P a r so ns in F ebruary 
1 8 60. 

However, the Order Books show, under date of March 1 , 1 8 65. 

Adriatic Fire Insurance Co. , NY 
Engraving P o licy H eading ! 
Engraving Str Adriatic f · · · · · · · · · · · l50 . 

which leads m e to believe that it was engraved in 1 860 as a stock vignette 
as th e r e a r e no records aro und a bout that time under name of "White 
Star Line"- and then in 1 865 it was ch a rged to and was u sed for the a bove 
Insura n ce Co. 

Later,- in 1874- it was used by the N. B . N. Co. on its order for PERU 
Defi cit (Postage-due) s tamps, appearing on 5 different denominations. 
This of co urse, be ing in the r educed size a lso." 

A framed original of the engraving of the Adriatic now hangs in the Col­
lectors Club through the courtesy of 1\'Ir. Woodhull, president of the American 
Bank Note Co. 
Stray Notes 

INTERNATIONAL POSTAL MARIUNG 

SOCIETY. 

Volume 1 Number 1 of "Postal Mark· 
ings" h as just been issued by the Inter­
national Postal Marking Society of which 
Harold P. Piser , 131 Silver La k e Road, 
Staten Is la nd , N. Y. is the Ch a irma n of 
the Organization Committee. 

Mr. Piser h as been carrying on an en­
ergetic campaig n for m embers of his n ew 
society during the past f ew months and 
the splend id r esults a r e shown in hi s in­
t ia l list of 111 Charter Membe r s con­
taining m a ny well known names. 

The Society is organized "To promote 
inter est a nd r esear ch , and encourage the 
stud y a nd collection of postal impres­
sion s p laced on a ll mail m a tte r by a uth­
c rized governme n t employees" a nd t h e 
dues are 2.00 pe r year. 

ROBERTS NEW PRICE LIST. 

R. Roberts , 430 Strand , London , W. 
C. 2, h as just iss ued a new edition of his 
Foreword and Pricelist wh ich will be 
w elcom ed by many collectors. In hi s 
Foreword he gives so m e interesting a nd 
valua bl e information which w e will not 
endeavor to quote but s u ggest that yo u 
immediately write for a copy. 
AN AID RECOMMENDED TO CANCEL­
LATION COLLECTORS. 

Th e usua l can cellat ion on some colors 
of stamp ink is h a rd to r eproduce. The 
use of a Blaisde ll black "china pencil" 
cut to a h a ir point will a llow t he build­
ing of faint letter s for photography. The 
peculia r waxy m edium will mark on 
glass,, chin a, etc., a nd a lso is identical 
und er the cam e r a eye with the can celler 
ink. 

Cancellat ions often have poor impres­
sions due to enve lope contents. H er e is 
a ·quick and cheap a id to photographic 
r ecord. 

I especia lly reco mmend it for building 
post marks on stampless cove r prints for 
further photog r a phic r eproduction. 

F. L. COES. 

JAPANESE SOUVENIR. 

We are indebted to B. Yu . Kojima of 
K yoto, J a pan, president of the Rotary 
Cl ub , K yoto, a nd a leading facto r in t h e 
Japan Philate lic Association , for a n at­
tractive so uvenir issu ed to commemorate 
t h e cens u s of Oct . 1st, 19 30. 

Copies of t h e 1 ~ S and 3S s tamps are 
attractively mounted on a typically J ap­
a nese rice paper a nd acco mpanied by 
block s of 20 of the two stamps. 
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AUSTRALI AN AFFAIRS. 

Probably few of m y confreres in the 
trade are in as close to u ch with stamp 
m atter s in AustraEa as I a m through my 
m a ny friends there a nd business connec­
tions extending back so m e forty year s. 
I think , therefore, that a few facts on 
th e present position may prove of inter­
est. 

Th e econom '.c co nditi on s in Australia 
a r e so bad that one stamp journa l- The 
Australian Philatelic R eco rd- h as been 
forced to s us pend publication a nd no ap­
proval selections can be received over 
t h ere . 

One of t h e la r gest buye r s in Australia 
has just written m e returning a selec­
tion from which h e was willing to pur­
chase sever a l thousand dollars, saying: 
"It i s impossible ·to r emit money out of 
Australia- I h ave owed in London for 
s ix months a nd the ba nks refuse drafts 
for lux u r ies. Notes a r e unpro cura ble 
a nd the exc ha nge is 9 % against u s. I 
h ave h ad to s lop a ll overseas purchases. 
The r esults of our r ecent State Election 
h ave been a big b .ow to a ll right-minded 
people- we may soo n have no incom e 
to pay taxes o n, at th e rate the la.lorn 
people are goi ng " 

My friend Mr . J _ R. W. Purvas in the 
last number of the Australia n Philatelic 
Record in a nnouncing the s us pen sion of 
this pa pe r says: 

"Th e n e w Primage Duty has gone a 
long way towards dealin g a death blow 
to se lections of s tamps arriving from ov­
e r seas, which a re now h e ld up by the 
Customs Department. The a ddressees 
of stamps on a pprova l h a ve three possible 
sources open to them. 

( 1 ) Th ey m ay decline t h e packet, and 
it. will be returned to the send e r . 

( 2) They may in s pect t h e con tents a nd 
refuse to accept de live ry , when the P. 0 . 
will return it to send er. 

( 3) They can accep t t h e pack age on 
paying a primage of 2 1h % on total value 
of the contents , a nd no r efund is m ade 
on the portion of the selection returned." 

The Editor goes on to say that the 
loss of advertising is so g r eat that hi s 
m agazi n e has to s top publication. 

CHARLES J . PHILLIPS. 

PUNDS STAMPS CATALOGED. 

United States Sanitary Fairs, Stamps 
of the Civ il War Period, as well as 
Christm as Seals, Local Chari ty Stamps 
of the United States a nd Foreign Co un­
tries a r e "ch eck-listed" and cataloged in 
the r ecently-produced list by Dick Green, 
P . 0 . Box 104, Castle Gate, Utah, priced 
at 50 cents. 

The list is one of the typewritten va­
riety, consisting of forty-eight mimeo­
graphed pages and is r eplete with inter­
esting a nd informative data on the "Fund 
Stamps" of the United States. This group 
embracing the various Christmas Seals 
a nd Charity Stamps . 

Fore ign Christm as Seals a r e desc r ibed 
a nd as t h e Sanitary Fair Stamps section 
was co mpiled by Elliott Perry, one n atu­
rally can say the list is authoritative. 
Thi s phase of Americana is of co ns ider­
able historical interest. 

ln addition various unclassified items 
a r e listed. All in a ll a very, very in ter­
estin g co mpilation. 

H.M.K. 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM INSTALLS 
STAMP COLLECTION. 

The Royal On tario Museum of Toron­
to, Canada, officially opened to t h e pub­
lic its n ew section devoted to stamps, on 
November 5th. 

The opening was attend ed with fitting 
cer e monies which were broa dcast over 
station C. F. R. B. 

Theodore E. Steinway officially r epre­
sented t h e Co ll ectors Club , as well as 
American Philately in gener a l at t his 
opening, a nd paid t ribute to philately as 
a strong a nd growing bond of friendship 
be tween n ations. 

CORRECTION IN BERGEDORF 
ADDENDA. 

W e are indebted to Dr. Herbert Munk 
for a correction , in connection with his 
article in our las t issu e, which clarifies 
the t ext. 

In pointing out t h at Dr . W ern e r 's cov­
e r proves that Bergedorf tolerated Ham­
burg stamps the following sentence is 
more clearly expressed as: 

"It is t h e onl y known case in which 
Hamburg stamps were u sed or to le rated 
for frankin g from Bergedorf to a ny other 
country of the German Austrian Postal 
Union t h a n Hamburg." 

HOW THEY CARIUEU THE MAIL. 

By Joseph Walker. 
A Juvenile book of sto ries of adven­

ture as mi ght h ave been en countered by 
gallant youths in the fait hful perform­
ance of t h eir duty as m essenger s t h ro u gh 
the ages. These stories a r e based on his­
torical data a nd m ake a continuous nar­
rative of th e carrying of the mail f r om 
the Post Runners of King Sargon 3000 
B. C., to the Air Mail of to day. 

Some of t h e stories, s uch as The Pony 
E xpress Rider, The Ove rla nd Stage, The 
F ast Mail a r e of Philatelic value as they 
give a good description of the h a ndling 
of th e mail in modern times, a nd m a k e 
instructive as well as inter estin g r eading 
for students of Phila t e ly. 

It is publis h ed by th e Sears Publi shing 
Company, at $3.00 p e r co py. 

A. F. AUERBACH. 
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STARTING OUR TENTH VOLUME. 
1, , , 

With this issue the Collectors Cliib Philatelist starts its tenth year of con­
tinuous publication and to celebrate tbe event we are publishing an issue greatly 
increased in size, which we hope will elicit sufficient favorable comment and sup­
port to enable us to con tinue on an enlarged scale throughout the year and make 
the tenth volume of real importance. 

W e are especially hopeful that we can continue this increased size in order 
to present to our readers a more Yaried assortment of articles and to allow more 
space for exhaustive philatelic articles worthy of preservation. 

The editor of a philateli c publication like tbe C. C. P. is always faced with 
a difficult situation-whether to present only technical articles of real philatelic 
significance which only the serious student of the p~rticular issues under discus-· 
sion will read-or whether to present ''readable'' articles that will interest al­
most any collector but whic.h at the same time contain materia,l worthy of pres-
ervat.~on . , , i 

'Ne have endeavored to 'Present something of the first type in every , issue, 
in addition to the translations from the ](ohl Handbook, but we have also made 
a studied effort to secure enough articles of the second type to make the issue as 
a whole one that can be read with interest by every subscriber . 

'Ni th this idea in mind we have been particularly partial to Americana­
article:,; on the old Western Franks, early Postmarks, and simi_ar . suojects­
with the view of making the C. C. P. a r ecognized source for such material, which 
also has enoug]:i. appeal to make it interesting to the reader who does not collect 
this material. At the same time, almost every issue of the 0 . C. P'. has contained 
articles on the stamps themselves and within· the limits of our pages we have 
tried to give a ''balanced ration.'' 

W e have r eceived some encouraging comments as a result of t his policy. 
we have hoped that the magazine was READ in addition to being commended 
for its technical articles. 'l'here, of coqrse, bp,s been, much. room fo r improve­
ment and we earnestly hope to improve as ·we progress BUT we can only pro­
gress from your viewpoint if we pqblish the type of articles that you want, and 
we can only do this with your cooperation. 

The large majority of our ,readers never comment on the magazi"ue one way 
or the other. Won't you therefo~·e accept this as a personal invitation to express 
your views and make suggestions that you would like to see embodied in OUR 
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· ·
magazine. It will be a great enconragement and perhaps, if we can continue 
-0ur increased size, we can incorporate just the things you would like to see. 

This issue contains 140 pages and we have such a wealth of material that 
d espite this size we have had to omit two of our r egular features: The Transla­
tions from the Kohl Ha,ndbook and the Literature Supplement, in addition to 
several new features. W e hope to have them all in t he next issue '~v i th much new 
material besides. 

• • • • 

PUTTING OVER A STAMP ISSUE. 

Spain has just issued an attractive set of eight Yalues of postage stamps to 
commemorate th e discovery of America by Columbus and has an official press 
r epresentative to "put the issue over". Eduardo Navarro of Madrid has been 
appointed press agent for th e issue and is sending out illustrations and descrip­
t ive matter with a view to stimulating a demand for the stamps. 

In the past there have been many stamps issued primaril.v for collectors. 
For years each unnecessary issue was greeted with a storm of protest and at one 
time a society ex isted for the suppression of such issues but it is very doubtful 

 if anything was 11ccomplished by it unl ess it were to advertise the issues to 
which they objected. Tn fact, it is a debatable question whether or not these 
issues are not an advantage rath er than a detriment to philately. 

The present policy of our own postoffice department to issue commemora­
tive stamps at every opportunity has undoubtedly done much to stimulat e in ­
terest among non-collectors as well as among collectors. 

With the demand for philatelic ag-encies for the convenience of collectors, 
making itself felt, it would seem that the next logical step in catering to collect-­
ors is to advertise their wares and from time to time add a few novelties to. 
brighten up the stock as in any merchandising busin ess. 

I~ this an advantage or a detriment to philately ~ 

• • • • 
NEW CLUB ROOMS FOR THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

'fhe question of Club Rooms for the Collectors Club has been temporarily 
solved- at least for the next three years. Due to conditions generally it was felt 
advisable to postpone our drive for a permanent home to..a more propitious time, 
in addition to the fact that it would require a considerable length of time to carry 
through our project even though the funds were available. 

As a consequence a Committee consisting of Charles Curie, Beverly King, 
Theodore E. Steinway and the editor have been seeking an available site for 
some months and finally secured a location which seems ideal for our purpose. 

The new quarters will be located in the National Carbide Building at 30 
East 42nd Street, almost opposite th e Grand Central Station and with a Subway 
in the basement. Our space is on the third floor in the rooms formerly occupied 
by the National Cash Register Co., from whom we have secured a sub-lease for 
three years from May 1st, 1931. The ceilings are exceptionally high and large 
_plate glass windows open on 4lst Street. 



Program of the Collectors Club 
51 West 48th St., 

New York. 

Season 1930-1931 
Retain this program and reserve these nights for The Collectors Club. 

1930. 

November 5th. John Klemann . Exhibit: - Paraguay, 6 Vol. Collection. 

November 19th. Charles Lathrop Pack. Exhibit: - Canada 1868-1869 issues. 

December 3nl. A. F . Lichtenste in . Exhibit: - British Co lombia. 

December 17th. Competition Night. Exhibit:-Any 20 pages from a members' co l­
lection . To be judged for its interest and not for its r a rity. 

1931. 

J a nuary 7th. Annual Meeting. Exhibit: - Air Mail Cove r s, join t exhibit by mem­
bers under the management of Hugh M. Clark. 

January 21st. Arthur Hind . Exhibit: - United States 1847-1869. 

Feb1·ua1·y 4th. Laurence B. Mason. Exhibit: - U. S. Postmasters, Ca rriers, Locals 
and 1847 iss ue. 

February 18th. Springfield (Mass.) Nigh t. Members of the Springfield Stamp Clul1 
will visit us and give displays. 

i\la1·ch 4th . Hans Lagerloef. Exhibit: - Transvaal. 

March 18th. W. G. Hawkins . Exhibit:-Early issues a nd platings. 

Apl"il 1 st. Charles J . Phillips and H. Toaspern. Exhibit: - Roman States. 

April 15th. Fred R. Schmalzriedt. Exhibit: - Patent or Scarifying Cancellations on 
United States Stamps. 

May 6th. Arthur Lamborn . Exhibit:-20th Century British Colonia ls. 

May 20th. Exhibits by Members of U. S. Envelopes entire o r cut square . 

June 3rd. Miscellanea. Exhibit by Membe r s limited to 20 pages. 

Collectors Club Out-of-Town \'isit. 

Fridal·, Ap1·i1 10, 1931. Springfield, Mass . 
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Another Charles Lathrop Pack Gift 
to the Collectors Club 

T HE magnificent collection of the Canada 1869 ' 'Large Cents'' issues: 
formed by Charles Lathrop Pack as the basis for a Monograph on these 
issues to be published by the Collectors Cl1tb is now th e property of the 

Club through the generosity of Mr. Pack. Th e Collection was shown at th e 
meeting of November l!Jth and is described in some detail on page 109 of this 
issue. Mr. P ack's studies of this issue also appear on page 11. 

This splendid gift valued at $15,000 should form a nucleus of an important 
r efer ence collection that will eventually make it possible for an E xper t Commit­
tee to be sponsored by the club and we urge members to bear this thought in 
mind when disposing of their specialized collections. 

The collection is now in the custody of Charles J. Phillips, who will be glad 
to make it available to any member. 
Twentieth Century TJ. S. 

I N THIS issue we commence the publication of an outstanding work on The 
United S tates Postage Stamps of the 20th Centnry by Beverly S. King and 
Max G. J ohl which, we are sure, will be r ecognized as one of th e most im­

portant cont ributions to the study of U. S. stamps in r ecent years. Most of th e 
older issues have r eceived exhaustive treatment by competent philatelists but the 
20th Century issues have not been presen ted as a complete whole and the present 
series not only gather s together all known data on these issues but presents the 
r esults of much new study . 'l'his series will be r eprinted in book form as we 
proceed and we will welcome corrections and additional information which will 
be incorporated at th e end of the series. No price has as yet been set on the 
book but collectors inter ested should file their applications for copies as the edi-­
tion will be limited. 
The main meeting room will be almost double the size of our present room 
in t he Collectors Cliib B itilding, with a coat room adjoining. 'l'his will be used 
for our r egular meetings and for auctions. There will be a large room equipped 
with steel book stacks for our library, and another fair sized room for our office 
which will also be lined ·with bookcases and is large enough to be used as a com­
mittee room and lounge room as well. W e have furth er arranged, on a separate 
lease, for an adj oining room fo r our excess property, th e duplicates of th e library, 
unsorted material, etc., so that it would seem that we will have every convenience 
-during our stay. 

W e will officially take possession on March l st , but we have t he privilege of 
·occupying the property at any time after Jan. 2, 1931, and we will no doubt 
commence th e operation of moving very shortly after that date. W e welcome 
assistance from members able to spare a li t tle time, especially in arranging the 
library. 



100 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Advertising Cancellations 
By FRANK L. CoEs. 

D URING the last decade the United States has seen little or no change in the 
rules covering the administration of its first class letter postage. 

On the other band, every other country, every colony almost, has 
emulated the school boy's "It pays to advertise," and has followed the lead of 
European Post Departmental effort by incorporating in its first class cancella­
tions, words, phrases, and drawings calling attention to the products, natural 
advantages, celebrations and health or charity drives of the country. 

Inquiry of our own P. 0. D. reveals the fact that outside of the hackneyed 
warnings to "Mftil E qrly'.' and "Use Air Mail to Save Time,'' and "Address 
Street and Niimber,'' with perhaps a seasonable Xmas use by the Red Cross; 
our cancellation rules ''positively prohibit any and all use of words for any 
purpose." 

Back in 1847- yes, let us say 1900,- no one had visualized the possibilities 
of the canceller. But that is no excuse for the P. 0. D. to refuse to listen, or to 
refuse to benefit by the experience of other countries. 

The argument in favor of the use of the canceller by cities or states or colo­
nies, is almost unanswerable. Suppose a City bought a page of advertising in 
an Export Journal. Qall the cost $1500 per 12 issues, and the circulation 20,000 
copies. For $1500 perhaps 10,000 people (half the claimed monthly issue ) might 
see this advertisement twelve times during the year (if they were interested ) . 

Suppose the same city were allowed to use a cancellation like the French ex-
amp~s. ; · 

Say the city has J 50,000 population and sends out 3000 foreign mail letters 
daily. This would be 9,000,000 single advertisements as against the 120,000 sent 
in twelve monthly doses to 10,000 addresses in the paper. 

But the comparison does not end there. 'l'he daily mail probably goes to a 
new list (or to half the number the paper does every month) each week. This 
shifting of addresses and the r ep'etition on a continued correspondence is far 
more valuable as an export trade medium than the larger more elaborate page, 
repeated to the same list 12 times a year. Suppose we say the canceller r eacl 

WALTHAM HOME OF 
THE MACHINE MADE 
WATCH AND CLOCK 

This is of course a fanciful example. Vv ould not 900,000,000 of these can­
cel lines se:dt abroad 3000 per day, be better placed on the Waltham business mail 
than 120,000 sent to the same 10,000 subscribers many of whom would read it 
but once and many more not be able to read it at all ~ . 

Singularly these · queries are answered in the rapidly multiplying foreign 
cancellations. 

France is advertising some 27 cities. Germany is advertising mail routes, 
fairs, steamship lines, ports of. entry and export. Italy,, Spain, Brazil: Chile, 
Cuba Jamaica and others their products (many of which compete with our 
own): Belgium, Holland, Sweden, Nor~ay, and others use the.rollers to adyertise 
health drives; ''buy at home'' compaigns, etc. East Prussia a.nd Danzig call 
attention to See baden (sea bathing ) and Poland, Czecho Slovalna, and Rouma­
nia use ''trade at home'' and other suggestive phrases. 

Switzerland combines several city and sport phrases on a back ground of 
mountains and pines. And even South Africa emphasizes educational effort and 
trade items. The nitrate of sodium of Chili and the football boast of Uruguay 
.are other odd efforts, and on the solid background of Brazils ''Hides, meats and 
_food products'' and ' 'coffee and sugar. '' 
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In contemplating some agreement by th e P. 0. D. to allow cities (by their 
Chambers of Commerce ) or States through their official heads to make use of 
the canceller in the P. 0. for this publicity purpose, it is, of course, agreed that 
under proper censorship and contract the holder would furnish rolls free of cost 
to the P. 0. D. and keep them in proper repair for the life of the permit. 

It might be wise to allow alternate phrases or several to be used in succes­
sion. But no matter which, a provision that all means be used to assure legible 
cancellations of approved form and size. 

In suggesting that cities be allowed this use as in France, it is possible in 
our great area that two rivals might claim the same fact. Say Birmingham, 
Alabama and Pittsburgh, in iron, or Milwaukee and St. Louis on malt extract. 
This would need some effort to settle, but if based on facts, the Assistant P. M. 
G. handling the job would doubtless find a basis for settlement. Similarly Phila­
delphia, Yonkers, Amsterdam and Auburn, N. Y. might clash on rugs and car­
pets. This is a minor drawback. 

The present P. lVL G. contemplates no change with enthusiasm and doubt­
less the merits of this system suggested, will be (has already been) met with the 
stereotyped refusal. 

'l'here is no law that cannot be changed if popular demand requires it, and 
in this case it seems as though it was a reasonable method of visualizing our 
products abroad. The notable French efforts: Roubaix-Cotton goods. Lyons 
-the Silk Fair. Sevres-porcellaines. Nice- the Style center and Perfumes 
of wood flowers, and many others, all seem to bear directly on the fact that we 
are weak in our methods of creating world markets and world interest. 

As it stands, the daily increase in number if these cancellations points to 
their being satisfactory and worth the effort abroad. 

How much more valuable would they be to our many interests and p1'oducts 
in our thousands of cities in the forty-eight states ? 

We illustrate some examples by panchromatic plate·work, which is especial­
ly selective in color values. Many of these would be difficult to 'photograph on 
account of colors, altho perfectly readable on the cover. 

Especial attention should be given to the countries advertising products 
that compete directly with our own. Notably these are :- Brazil using "Matte 
tea-Coffee-Timber" alternately with "Lard- Salted Beef- Hides," both over 
''First Class Products'' and the translation of this into Portugese below. Spain: 
-"Olive Oil" with Italy calling attention to the vitamin content of her similar 
product. Australias :-''Grow more wheat.'' Cuba, Trinidad and others:-
"Sugar." • 

Ireland, Denmark, So. Africa, and India "Buy Irish Goods.'!_ "Use Danish 
Products &c." Hamburg :- Export sea shipping and the Europa. A sample of 
the 27 French City efforts. St. Etienne ''Armes and Cycles.'' 

Nassau, Bahamas, Jamaica, Bermuda, Cuba, all claim superior tourist 
charms. ''The Isle of Rest' ' and the ''Paradise of Tourists'' being offered 
against our own ''See America First,'' which would seemingly well offset thesa 
claims. (And keep some money at home n Across the head and foot of each 
plate group is a ''continuous roll cancell. '' The Leipzig Fur Fair being the 
most attractive, Manneheim 's Turnverin games being a close second with South 
Africa's bi-lingual call third. 'l'he selected ones all bear evidence of long wear 
and high speed application. 

Still legibility is a requirement and except for slack impressions due to 
envelope contents, almost all are legible over any colored stamp. Especially 
calling for comment are the backgrounded items of Switzerland and .Jamaica . 

. What we need is freedom, under proper rules, to protect and increase our 
export trade by advertising its items in such a way as to, at least, balance these 
far r eaching efforts of others. 
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A Work on United States Postal 
Markings 
By D ELF NonoNA. 

T HE need for an authoritative work on United States Postal Markings was 
stressed in an article in th e October, 1930, issue of the Collectm-'s Club 
Philatelist, and as a r esult of correspondence with its editor I have been 

invited to contribute suggestions as to th e scope and modus operandi in produc­
ing a work of such great magnitude. 

It must be r ealized at the outset that there are some very practical limita­
tions to be faced and from the very nature of things in many cases only a bird's 
eye-view can be taken of certain subjects, and lengthy check-lists must be avoid­
ed. Even so, the time is obviously not ripe to attempt the publication of a great 
monograph, for what has already been done is just a fraction of the whole, and 
supposing a group of competent worker s produced such a work at some time in 
th e distant future, it would r epresent the last word for only a short time, for 
portions would become obsolete shortly after publication, since work of this sort 
never ceases. 

I believe the practical method is to produce a series of smaller booklets, each 
dealing with one or more individual chapters of the entire work, carefully edited 
so as to insure a sameness of style and nomenclature and to avoid as much over­
lapping as possible. The incliYidual booklets could at any given time be bound 
into volumes and r epresent at that tim ethe entire work as it existed to elate. 
Also, as r evisions became necessary individual chapters could be reprinted at 
compacatively small expense. 

The matter of pagination and indexing would be troublesome, for obviously 
the sections could not be published in their logical order. I have given this 
much thought and believe that by following in some respects the methods adopt­
ed by editors of certain perennial law reports, the indexing of a work of a pro­
gressive nature such as this can be kept up to elate. 

On the other hand, the publication in sectional form would have this popular 
feature: The collector would look forward to the appearance of new sections 
with greater interest, and the cost of the smaller sections would give them a 
much wider circulation. 

At the Boston convention of th e Ameriran Philatel1:c Society I introduced a 
resolution whereby $100 was voted toward the publication of a book on United 
States Postal Markings. With th e backing of the Collector's Cl1lb and other or­
ganizations and individuals interested, there should be no trouble on this score. 

Scope of the Work. 
As I see it, there are two grand divisions in the study of philately. One is 

concern ed with th e technical processes employed in the production, design, make­
up of the plate, coloring, paper, separation, etc., of th e postage stamp. The 
second and r eally more fundamental division relates to that phase of the history 
of the postal service regarding the uses of those postage stamps as well as the 
postal markings found on letters or other postal packages carried in the mails. 

Postmarks and cancellations are so closely interwoven with the latter that in 
order to properly understand the whys and wherefores of many of our postal 
markings we must be thoroughly acquainted with these philatelic laws and regu­
lations. So that, by including these laws and regulations in such a work we 
could go a step further without too much added effort, and make the projected 
work include this second phase of philately. 
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I am giving below, with a few comments, a list alphabetically · arranged of 
the main sections into which such a work would -be divided. This has been hastily 
done and will, of course, be subject to considerable change before the work takes 
on concrete form. Some sections from their very nature would be very short and 
capable of complete treatment in a chapter or two, while others would be never­
ending. 

Air Mail. 
. :i"( 1'---; 

I 

In preparing this section no attention should be paid .to the cachets applied 
on first flight cover s they bein, as I understand, absolutely unofficial. '· J 

,.) ! 

Cancellations or Obliterations. 

Much work has been done in listing various fancy cancellations made during 
the 70 's and 80 's, an dtheir popular interest to the exclusion of other · 'postal 
markings is ·an example of the illogical trends in collecting. We have follqwing 
them the standardized obliterants made by private manufacturers and later the 
combined postmarks and cancellations .furnished by the Post Office D'epartment. 

Colonial. 

This section would include our over-seas territories and possessions, includ­
ing Hawaii, Philippines, Canal Zone, etc. 

Colors. 

This would be a short section, but one ·which should receive separate treat­
ment. 

Confederates. 
A good deal has been written on Confederates, but of course the last .word 

is far from being written.. , , , , , . 

Designs of the Postmarks (Who Mad-e the Postmarks?)'.' 
I ' ' i'> ' 

Before postal markings were standardized by t4e 1Depa:dment, various con­
cerns supplied postmasters with their cancellations and , postmarks . . •We are all 
acquainted with the similarity of postmarks appearing in widely separated sec­
tions of the country at the same time, but practically nothing has been done to­
ward :finding out who made these certain styles of postmarks, and this should be 
one of the important sections· 10£ the .work. 

Express Compa11ies. 

Since the private express companies were recognized mail carriers and pat­
ronized by the general public, although operating usually in direct competition 
with the Department, I believe they should be included. 

Foreign-Applied Abroad. 
By these I mean special markings applied by foreign governments orr :µiail 

originating in or being sent to the United .States. Probably they should not be 
included still I mention them at this time as they are of interest to U. S. col­
lectors. 

Foreign-U. S. Markings. 
This section would cover postal markings applied in this country and indi­

cating that a letter was being sent to or had been received from some foreign 
country. · · · 
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These are extremely interesting and at the same time complicated and in 
cases difficult to understand. 

Free and Franked. 
The historical aspect 0£ the latter is well known. 

Historical. 
This section would cover the early philatelic history 0£ certain sections 0£ 

the country, the Colonial and Revolutionary in the east, the peculiarities of cer­
tain phases of postal history as reflected by Philately in groups or even individual 
states, the early postal service in the Northwest territory, the ~ouisiana pur­
chase, \V estern States, 'l'exas, Alaska, etc. 

Some excellent articles have appeared regarding the West, yet many 0£ 
them wander a little too far from the strictly philatelic phase of the subject. 

Laws and Regulations. 
I would devote an entire section to Philatelic laws and regulations. Such a 

compilation would add more, perhaps, to a proper knowledge of this phase of 
philately than any other single factor, an important sub-division of which would 
be that relating to postal rates. 

A careful and conscientious student with a ''philatelic mind'' and having 
access to the records at Washington could make one of the outstanding contribu­
tions to American philately. 

Marines-Inland and Coastwise. 
By Marines is meant postmarks indicating a water route, of which Stem 

and Steamboat and the Mississippi packets are well known examples. 

Military and Naval. 

\Ve have here the postal and censored markings used by our forces, and this 
will, of course, be a most interesting section. 

Misdirected and Damaged. 

This section would include such subdivisions as Advertised, Dead Letter 
Office, Do not Mail Again, l~eturn to Writer, Unclaimed, Missent and Forward­
ed, Received in Bad Order, Found in Empty Sack, Damaged or Delayed in 
'l'ransit, Late, etc. 

Numerals. 

This section will be closely connected with those on Postal Rates. 

Packages. 

This would include the various postmarks found on parcel post packages, 
newspapers, circulars and the like, and include such as Customs, Insured, etc. 

Paid-Postage Due-Postal Rates. 

The two main subsections would be Domestic and Foreign. This section 
may very well be combined with that on r ... aws and Regulations. 

Post Towns. 
This would include check lists of the postmarks and cancellations used in 

cert.ain i·epresentative cities, and not be confined necessarily to the very large 
cities, but include such things as studies of the contemporary postmarks usesd in 
the towns which produced ''postmaster'' stamps. 
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This should be one of the most interesting sections of the entire work and a 
never-ending one. In these check-lists by towns might be included those of pri­
vate express companies used in the cities under· consideration. 

Permits and Meters-Precancels. 

Probably more has been done here in working up accurate check-lists than 
with any other phase of our postal markings, and a great many precancel work­
ers deserve great credit for what they have done. 

Railroads-Received. 
But little has been done in writing up these interesting postmarks so fre­

quently found during the 90 's. 

Registered-Route Postmarks. 

Inland l\farines and lfailroads may be treated separately but this would be 
the logical section for Way, R. F. D., and Transit postmarks. 

Slogan Cancellations-Special Delivery. 
Used Abroads. 

Official and semi-official U. S. postal ag·encies have existed abroad from 
early times, and are exceedingly interesting. This would not, of course, include 
military nor colonial postmarks, to which separate sections are assigned. 

From the above the magnitude of the work will be realized, and the neces­
sity for careful editing to avoid too much overlapping, for the work would in­
deed take on the form of a cyclopaedia. The important preliminary step will 
be in the selection of a competent editorial staff, preferably two or more persons 
able to meet personally at frequent intervals, failing which a single individual 
should be entrusted with the general direction of the work. 

Generally speaking, original contributions need not be sought, but the 
authors of suitable articles which have alr eady appeared in print should be in­
vited to correct and revise their articles in the light of added knowledge and in 
conformity with the general plan of the work. Needless to say the matter of 
accuracy cannot be too strongly empha. ized and the ideal contributor will be 
that patient drudge with a capacity for infinite attention to detail, for this would 
have to be a labor of love on the part of all who may participate in it. 
N. R. HOOVER MENTIONS C. C. P. IN 
RADIO TALK OVER STATION W. G. B. S. 

Following are his verbatim remarks: 
"There is published here in New York a de luxe quarterly known as the 

Collectors' Club Philatelist. It is a r emarkable journal devoted to scientific re­
search in philately and contains in each issue abstruse essays on such intricate 
subjects as the Bisects of 'l'rinidad, or the Post rrowns of Jamaica or the Wood 
Blocks of the Cape of Good Hope or the .August issue of 1861, etc. For several 
years it has been publishing the translations from the German of the Kohl Hand­
books, important articles of general information on philatelic matters which 
>vould be lost to English speaking Americans but for this service.'' 
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Officers and Committees, 1930 
OFFI CE RS BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

President-H. L. Lindquist 
Vice-President-'Chas. Curie 
Secretary-0. G. R eichelt 
Treasurer- Joseph S. Rich 

Class of 1930 
Harry L . Lindquist 
Frederick R. Harris 
Joseph S. Rich 

Class of 1 931 
Stephen G. Rich 
Charles J . Phillips 
Ferrars Tows 

TRUSTEES 
Alfred F . Lichtenstein , Chairman 
'l'heodore E . Steinway 
Chas . Curie 

Class of 1932 
John H . Hall, Jr. 
0. G. Reichelt 
Beverly S . King 

Honorary Life Governor: John N . Luff 
New Members 

10 1 9 G. K. Dona ld , Guatemala, Gu ate­
m a la 

1020 H. R. French, Seattle, Washington 
1021 H. W. J ohnston, Melbourne, Au s-

tra lia 
1022 Tracy Woodward, Shanghai, China 
1023 J. Mebus, Amsterdam, Holland 
1024 T . W. Peck, Birmingham, England 
1025 W. Rapaport, Vienna, A ustria 
1026 Church Ch u , Shanghai , China 
1027 R. Y. Furman, Newton , Massachu­

setts 
1028 H . E. Harris , Boston, Massachu­

setts 
10 29 W. Y. Fillebrown, J effersonville, 

India n a 

Candidates for Membe1·ship 

F. Farnham, Detroit, Michigan 
Proposed by H. L. Lindquist 
Seconded by 0. G. Reichelt 

Wm. M. Swan, Detroit , Michigan 
Proposed by F . Schmalzriedt 
Seconded by H. L. Lindqiust 

Heinz Weber, Mexico City, Mexic-o 
Proposed by C. J. Phillips 
Seconded by H . L. Lindquist 

A . P. Mendoza, Mexico City, Mexico 
Proposed by C. J. Phillips 
Seconded by H. L. Lindquist 

T. R. Sucher , New Haven, Co nnecticut 
Proposed by Andrew Hatch 
Seconded by H. L . Lindquist 

Waldemaro Raineri, Genoa, Italy 
Proposed by Frank Godden 
Seconded by A. F . Lichtenstein 

Luman G. Hubbell, New York City 
Proposed by A. F. Auerba<"h 
Seconded by H . L. Lindquis :. 

Max G. Joh! , Scarsdale , N. Y. 
Proposed by B. S. King 
Seconded by J. M. Bartels 

R. H. Steph ens, Detroit, Michigan 
Proposed by E . J. Bernstein 
Seconded by H. L. Lindqu ist 
Morton D. J oyce, New York City 
Proposed by B. S. King 
Seconded by H. L . Lindquist 

GEORGE SLATER ANTHONY. 

The many m emb er s of t h e Collectors 
Club who knew George Slater Anthony 
intimately will be shocked to learn of his 
sudden death at his home, 8 Carstensen 
Road , Scarsda le, N. Y., on Dec. 7th. 

It will b e recalled that Mr. Anthony 
exhibi ted his wonderful coll ection of 
United States Proofs at the m eeting of 
the Collectors Club held on November 
6th , 1929. 

Mr. Anthony was General Manager of 
the National Employment Exchange of 
New York, a ch aritable organization 
w hich did much s plendid wo rk to a levi­
ate th e s uffering of the poor. 

He was born at Providence, R . I. , the 
son of Mr. a nd Mrs. W ende lle P. An­
t hony, of Ridl ey Park, Pa. He moved 
to Scarsdale from New York abo ut four 
year s ago. 

His survivors in clude his mother and 
fath e r , his wife, Mrs. Grace Anthony, a 
daughter, Miss Peggy Anthony. and two 
brothers, Roger Anthony of New York 
and Donald Anthony of Ridley Park. 

Mr. An t hony was the n ephew of Al ­
pheus B. Slater of Providence, who h as 
just given his collection of Providence 
Postmasters to the Rhode Island Histori­
cal Society Museum . 

H E A'.fH OF PEROY T. BERRY. 

We much regret to a nnounce the sud,. 
den death, on October 2nd, of our fellow 
member Percy T . Berry, on e of the best 
known Australian philatelists. 

Mr. Berry was we ll known to m a n y of 
our New York members as h e represent-
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ed Australia on th e Inte rna tiona l Jury 
of the Exhibition of 1926. 

Mr . Be rry was only 59 years old, a nd 
has been a collec tor for some tw enty 
years, s pecia lizing in t h e stamps of Vic­
toria of which he had a gra nd lot wi t h 
mos t of the first issue plated in all their 
printings. This collection h e placed in 
my hands for disposal some years ago . 
H e a lso form ed good · collections of 
Queensla nd , Tasm a nia a nd P a pua a t va­
rious times . 

Mr . Berry w as a F e llow of t h e R oya l 
Philate lic Society , London , a nd h as been 
Pres ident of the R oyal Philatelic Socie ty . 

H e acted a s Chairman of the Board 
appoint ed by the Pos tal Depa rtment in 
192 8 to select a desigu for t h e Aus tra ­
lian Air Sta mp a nd ac t ed in a n a dvisory 
capacity to t h e Department on m a ny oc­
casions. Tile loss to Aus tra lia philaCely , 
by his death , will be very g r eat. 

To his wife , da u ghte r a nd so n we t en­
d er our s incere sympa thy. 

CHARLE S J . P H ILLIPS . 
Evenings at the Collectors Club 

OPENING MEETING HELD OCTOBER 

FIRST. 

The fir s t m eetin g of th e 19 30-31 sea­
son was h eld on Octobe r first, a nd was 
devoted t o informa l d iscu ssion s a nd p a­
pe r s r ead by the m e m ber s . 

Cha rles J. Phillips r ead a n inter esting 
a r t icle on ce rta in phases of the Roma n 
St a t es Sta mps a nd emphasized t h e fact 
t h a t inter es t in t h ese iss ues would un­
do ubtedly incr ease du e to the p resen t 
status of t h e Va tican in Ita ly. 

A disc ussion which a roused cons ide r­
a ble inter est w as r egarding th e policy o f 
branding co unterfeits a nd r e pa ired 
stamps as s u ch . This sU'bj ect was b ro u g h t 
up at the A. P . S. Conven t ion in Bost on , 
but was tabled wit h o u t a n y action having 
been t a k en. 

The r e a r e m a n y difficulties to be su r ­
mounted t o es t a blish a n y co ncerted ac­
t io n on t his subj ect , fo r in m a n y ca ses 
t h e question of genuinen ess is a m a tte r 
of opinion . 

However it did seem to be t h e gen eral 
con sen s us of t hi s m eeting t h a t fo r geries 
a bout which ther e can be no question , 
should be so branded , a nd t h at r epa ired 
s t a mps should h ave so m e iden t ify ing 
mark . 

Seve r a l otb.e r subj ects of inter est w er e 
discu ssed a nd the m eeting as a whole 
was int ensely inte r esting;; so much so 
that a definite e ffort will be m a d e to con­
tinue informa l discu ssions of this kind 
throughout the year , followin g th e m a in 
exhibit of t h e evening . 

H . L . L. 

HENRY C. NEEDHAM EXHIBITS GER­
MAN STATES ON COVER. 

An interns t ed g roup of membe r s gath­
e red on Wednesday evening, ·Octobe r 15, 
to view the fine ite m s conta ined in two 
hugs volumes ·of Oerman Sta t es from 
Badea to Wurtemburg which is only a 
rvery small section of Mr. 'Needham's 
wonderful collection of stamps on orig ­
inal covers from n earl y eve ry country in 
th e world. 
A fe w of th e ch oice i te m s a m on g t h ose 
d is played w e r e Ba d en # 1- 2 sing les a nd 
3 strips of 3; # 24- 5 sing les a nd a pair 
ol' # 25. Ba va ria # 1- 2 s in g les , s trip 

of 3; # 8- 5 sing les; # 29 - 2 s ing les 
a nd sever a l early Dues. Be r gedo rf # 3; 
2 of # 4 a nd # 5. Brunswick- 8 fi rst 
issu e cover s a nd a s ing le copy of # 2 0. 
H amburg # 1 a sing le copy a nd a pa ir 
of # 7. H a nover- a ll the first issu es 
a nd of # 22 a block of 21 , a block of 9, 
strip of 3 a n d a sing le on one cover; # 2 5 
block of 6 a n d a block of 4 on on e cover. 
Lubec k- several of each va lue of t h e 
fir st iss u e including a copy of # 3B. 
Mecklenburg Schwerin- sing le co py of 
# 4 a nd a lso a vertical half. Meckl en­
b urg Streli tz- 3 sin g le co pies of # 3 on 
sepa rate cover s. Oldenbu rg- 2 or m or e 
cove r s each of # 5, 7 , 8; sing les, pa irs 
a nd strips of # 1 0, 12 , 14, 1 5 a nd t h e 
oth er states wer e fully represented w it h 
ch oice ite m s too numerous to m en t ion. 

All t h ose presen t wer e most g rateful 
to Mr . Needha m for hi s wonde r ful d is­
p lay a n d expressed their t h a nks a nd ap­
preciatio n with a h earty vote of t h ank s . 

SIDNE Y F . BARRETT. 

P ARAGUAY EXHIBITED BY JOHN 
KLEMANN. 

On W ednesday evening, Nove m ber 5t h , 
John Kl em a nn gave a display of his fin e 
collection of P a ragu ay a rra nged in s ix 
volumes. This collection h as been g r o up­
ed by the H a ndbook I wrot e a f te r m y 
vis it t o Sou t h Ame1·ica in 191 2-13 . 

Mr. Klemann h as s u cceeded in gettin g 
to gethe r a m a rvelous lo t of these s t a mps 
a nd his collection is s pecia lly s t r ong in 
entire s h eets, in proofs, and r eprints and 
I mus t dra w s pecial a tten t ion t o his num­
erous s t a mps on cover , not a t a ll easy 
to get, and I specially noted t h a t many 
of his cove rs w e r e addressed to w ell 
known America n d eale rs who must have 
imported P a r agua y stampssome wh a t ex­
t en sively 15 to 20 y ear s ago. 

A f ew of the more noteworth y item s 
w er e : 
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1870- Block unused of the 2 reals 
blue, originals. 

A fine lot of the 3r. both unused and 
used , including a scarce vertical pair. 

1878---A remarkable page of the large 
"5" surcharges in which I noted "5" on 
2r. blue, 2 unused and 3 used, and used 
inverted and double surcharges, also the 
rare "5" in blue on 2 reales. 

"5" on 3r. black , several unused and 
used. 

The scarce small type of "5" was well 
represented. 

"5" on 2r. blue, unused and used. 
"5" on 3r. black, 4 unused , and double 

a nd inverted surcharges . 
In the 19 0 2-0 3 issues I noted a 5c. on 

80c. light blue with the surcharge "Ha­
bilitado" etc . reading downwards. This 
variety is not in my handbook and is the 
only copy that Mr . Klemann has seen. 

In the 190 4 issue th e "PAZ" issue, 
there is a block of four, imperf. and in 
the same issue surcharged 30c, a block 
of four with double surcharge, one be­
ing inverted. 

In the 1906 issue (Type A 37) I noted 
a number of imperf . blocks. 

The 19 0 8 iss u es are shown in all the 
numerous varieties and an interesting 
feature is that on the opposite page Mr. 
Klemann shows diagrams of each setting 
clearly indicating the position of each 
variety on the sheets. 

In a similar manne r he shows diagrams 
of the complex perforation shown on the 
1900 and other issues. 

I think one of the best features of this 
exhibit was the official stamps of 18 8 6 
both Imperf. and Perf. These have al­
ways been of great interest to me and 
even today I doubt if they are fully un­
derstood. The issue is complicated with 
reprints and counterfeits and I was glad 
to find it so well studied in this collec-
tion. C. J. P. 

DJSPJ,AY OF CANADA 1868-1869 BY 
CHARLES JJATHROP PACI{. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19 , 1930 , will be a 
date not easily forgotten by the large 
crowd of members who were present on 
that occasion . 

Charles Lathrop Pack had promised to 
show his highly specialized collection of 
Canada, issues of 1868-69 , eo mmonly 
call ed the "large cents" issues. 

Mr. Pack in his opening remarks out­
lined the ideas he had in specializing 
these issues as his contribution to the 
Handbooks on the stamps of Canada, 
now in course of preparation by the Pub­
lication Committee of the Collectors Club. 

Mr. Pack drew special attention to 
the large number of varieties of paper 
used in printing these stamps, to the va­
rieties in the watermarks, a nd to the 
perforations. I am not mentioning these 
in detail as they are dealt with very fully 
i n a pape r that Mr. Pack had prepared 
a nd which is printed in full in this issue. 

I must however draw attention to one 
of the features in this collection which 
i:-; not specially noted in Mr. Pack's paper. 

In order to more clearly study the 
watermarks, Mr. Pack has had a large 
number of blue prints made which show 
up the watermarks in the most minute 
details. 

Towards the close of the evening, Mr. 
Pack made a most unexpected announce­
ment. He asked the Collectors Club to 
accept this collection as a free gift with 
the proviso that it could never be sold 
but that it could be added to if new ma­
terial was provided. 

This magnificent donation was received 
with great enthusiasm. 

The collection is contained in three 
Oriel Albums , beautifully arranged and 
fully written up and is ready for display 
by the Collectors Club at Philatelic Ex­
hibitions. 

The President kindly placed this 
charge in my hands, and I shall be 
pleased to show it to any Philatelist 
who may be interested or to arrange for 
it to be Exhibited. 

The first volume contains the unused 
stamps arranged in chronological order 
and grouped according to the various pa­
pers. Here we have singles, pairs, strips 
and blocks in profusion , mostly in per­
fect mint state. In the blocks I draw 
attention to the following: 

le . red-brown, three blocks of 4, one 
of 6 and one of 12 stamps. 

2c. deep green, superb block of 16 . 
2c. pale to yellow-green, 3 blocks of 4, 

and block of 6. . 
3c. dull red and rose-red, three blocks 

of 4. 
6c. yellow-brown, block of 4. 
12 112 c. dull blue, seven blocks of 4 

and block of 6. 
15c. all shades, large number of blocks, 

various sizes. 
La id paper, Unused. Three le . and 

two 3c. 
Unused stamps showing portion of the 

watermark. 

E. & C. BOTHWELL 
CLUTHA MILLS 

le. three and a pair; 2c. one and a 
pair; 3c. s ix, strip of 3, and a block of 
3; 6c. one; 121hc. three; 15c. one. 

In the watermarked stamps used, the 
Pack collection contains the following. 
I give this list as it is so me indication of 
r elative rarity: 

le., 35; 2c., 23; 3c., 23; 6c., 10; 121;2c. 
21; 15c., 11 ; 15c, script, 2. 
The second volume is a continuation 

of u sed stamps with a number of pairs, 
strips and blocks . 

The following u sed laid paper are h ere: 
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l e., 9 copies of thi s scar ce stamp. 
3c., 18 copies including r ed a nd gree n 

cancella tion s . 
A ve ry la r ge number of da ted copies 

are in thi s volume. a ll w e ll g rouped .<:. nd 
n oted. 

A s pecia l page is shown of t h e bac k s 
of st a mps to show th e principa l papers 

Followin g thi s is a beautiful lot of va­
rieties of cancell a tion , s uch as nume r a ls 
in 4 circles (grand lot ) ; numeral s in 2 
c irc les ; num erals in fan cy designs R a il­
w a ys; Paids; R egis te r ed: Targets; Col­
ored cancer a tions including som e very 
r a r e va rieti es 

At th e end of this volume th e r e a r e a 
number of proofs, th e bes t are block s of 
four of t h e 5c gray with Imp r in t on lef t 
::tnd a block of t welve o f th e 3c. rcse- r e d 

Tn Volume III. t h er e a r e a qu a n t ' ty o f 
d a t ed copies se lected with r ega1 d to va · 
ri eties of paper . thu s h e lping to estah­
Ii s h whe n each was u sed . 

The r es t o f t h e volume is t a k e n u p 
with s t a mps on cove r s, there bein g man y 
fin e pai r s a nd s trips a nd in te restin g com ­
bina tions of two issu es . 

The bes t ite m h e r e is a diago na l h a l f 
of 6c . brown Pla t e I. cancelled , Anna po­
lis N. S. Jul y 5, 1869 

Mr. P ac k h as a lso kind 'y included a 
bi sect ed copy of th e small 6c brown on 
cov er Ni ely Po(int) June 6, 1 8 7 4. 

C. J . P H ILLIPS. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA EXHIBI'l'ED BY 
A. F. LICHTENSTEIN. 

On W ednesday, Decembe r 3, 1930 , A 
F Lichten s t ein had arra n ged to show hi s 
coll ection of Vancouver 's Is la nd a nd 
Bri t ish Columbia, but t o his g reat r egret 
was called out of the City a nd th e col­
lection was shown by the writer. 

After m a n y year s expe rie n ce I can 
safe ly affirm that I cons ide r this one of 
th e b est written up and s tudi ed collec­
tion s I h a ve ever seen. 

Mr . Lichten s tein entrus t ed t h e mount ­
ing a nd writing up of this coll ection t o 
H enry C. Hit t of Bre m erton , W ash .. a nd ·
b y his r esear ch work . his a rra ngem en t 
a nd his a nnota ting of t h e collection, Mr . 
Hitt h as shown h i mse~ f to b e a phil a ­
t e lis t and s tud ent of the firs t 1 a nk . 

As I und er s ta nd tha t la t er on a hand­
book will be publish ed based on this 
coll ection , I will onl y brie fl y note its 
m a jor conten ts 

From Mr. Hitt' s Introduction I quote : 
Nov. 1 9, 1 8 58, Briti s h Columbia. t h e 

m a inl and , was m a de a Crown Co lon y. 
Va n couve r Is la nd foll owed in 1 85 9 . Th e 
Colonies w er e combined in An g . 1 866 
a nd joined the Dominion of Canada o n 
July 20 , 18 71. 

Express Compa nies s imil a r to th ose 
o pe rating in Ca'.ifornia cam e with the 
mine r s afte r Gold had been discovered 
on th e Fraser River in 1 8 5 7. !<~or some 
years these Express Companies h a ndled 
a ll th e m a ils. 

The Colonies under in s tru ctions from 
Eng la nd arra n ged a postal se rvice which 
was , a t fir s t , m er e ly a supervision of t h e 
Express Compa nies. Brit ish Columbia 
issu ed its firs t stamp in 1 8 6 0 but Van­
co uve r I s la nd u sed only h a nd s t a mp 
fra n ks until 1 8 65 . 

lmpe1·fo1·ate Stamps . 

These w ere in u se about two year s a nd 
in clude the ge m of th e coll ection , a ve r­
tical mint pair of th e 5c., al so two fin e 
unused sin g le copies Of the u sed 5c. 
th er e a r e t h ree sing es a nd one on whole 
enve lop e a nd a nothe r · enve iope fra nked 
w it h a s'. n g le 5c . a nd a pa ir of lO c. blue 
all ti ed toge the r with blue oblong can­
ce llation. · 

The lO c. Imp!! r f . includes two s trips of 
t h ree ; t hree pa irs , a nd a numb.er · o f sin­
g les. 

The 21h d. Imperf is shown in a block 
of four and two singles . 

Of th e Imperf . 3d . blue, t h e r e a r e four 
fin e co pies and t wo of t h e 50c, but non e 
of t h ese a r e known u sed. 

'Ih e perfora t ed st a mps include a n en­
tire sh eet of th e 2 1,2 d. , a number of 
la r ge block s of the 3d. and 2 cents, a nd 
bloc ks of four of a ll pe rfora tion s in t h e 
oth er va lues. 

Brit ish Columbia s tamps on cover s 
have a lways been in mu ch de m a nd . H er e 
th e y a r e shown in profus ion , scor es be­
ing included u sed with various combin a ­
tions of United States stamps. 

Cancellations. 

These s t a mps a r e pa r t ic ula rly rich in 
inte resting post a l markings a n d include 
da t e s t a mps, Fra nks u sed a s can celler s, 
"PAID" postma rks , U. S. postmarks on 
B . C. cove r s , Britis h postma rks , e t c . 

Proofs and Spe cime ns. 

A gr a nd lot of t h ese a r e shown, m a n y 
a r e of extre m e r a rity. 

Franks. 

These a r e of considerable historical in­
te r es t a nd are s pecially w ell r epresented 
in this collection . They include th e Cu s­
t o m 's Seal fra nk a nd th ose used in Vic­
toria, Na na imo, and Ne w W estminster . 

The Exp1·esses 

foll o wing t h e rush of min e r s fro m Cal i­
forni a t o the Fraser Ri ver in 1858- give 
u s m a ny of the r a r est a nd mo st h isto ri­
cal cover s in t his collection. 

Ba llou 's Express a nd J e ffray's Express 
w er e th e pioneers a nd r a r e cove r s bear in g 
th eir fra nks a r e shown h e r e . 
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F reem a n & Co ., who w er e strong com­
petitors of W ell s, Fargo & Co. , in Cali­
fo rnia, o pe ned a n offi ce in Victori a in 
1 858 a nd th eir Fra nks are r a r e. W ei' s , 
Fargo & Co. s t a rte r later in th e year in 
July 1 8 5 8 a nd 3 9 types of t h ei r fr a nks 
wer e u sed from Victoria in Colonial 
t imes, follow ed by numerous ty pes a ft e r 
t h e Co lonies joined t h e Dominion of Can­
a da. Dietz a n d Ne lson 's Fra nks w e r e t h e 
co nnecting link between W ells , F a r go & 
Co . at Vic t oria a nd Barna rd & Co . in 
Brit ish Colum bia f r om 1 862 t o 1 86 7 
w h en Barna rd a bso rb ed t h e m . 

Barnard & Co. w e r e t h e bi g express to 
t h e far Cariboo di strict 550 mil es up t h e 
Fraser Rive r Their fra nked envelopes 
a nd PAID and COLLECT adhesives a r e 
ver y stron g ly represen ted in th e Lich ­
tenstein co llectio n . 

Gerow & J ohnson B. C E x press se­
cured th e Fraser Rive r m a il contract in 
May 1 8 71 a nd so~ d o u t to Barn a rd in 
Mar ch 187 2. 

This co llection n o w h as over 300 cov­
e r s a nd som e 700 u sed st a mps a nd more 
t h a n 5EO unused in 49 block s. In a d­
d ition some 1 50 U. S . stamps a ppear on 
t h e cover s a nd a r e a n inter esting feature. 

CHARLE S J . PHILLIPS. 

COMPETITION NIGHT, DEC. 17, 1930. 

A ver y s uccessful competition m eeting 
by m e m bers , r estricted to t w en ty pages 
from th eir co llections, was h eld on W ed­
n esday, Decemb er 17 t h. The r e was a 
la r ge gath e rin g a nd a n unus ua l number 
o f exhibi ts was displayed. 

The P reside n t a ppointed 0 . A . Sch en ck , 
A. F . A ue rbach a nd C. J . Phillips as 
Judges with instructions to judge t h e e n­
t ri es fo r t h e ir interest a nd n ot for thei r 
ra rity . 

The a wards w ere as foll ows: 
1st-Beverly S . Ring. For a collec­

t ion of Uni ted States 20th cen t u ry post­
age stamps wi t h ori gina l s k etch es, ph o ­
togr a phs, a rtists a nd en gr a vers p roofs, 
both for f r a m es a nd body of t h e stamps, 
a nd nume r ou s inter esting d etail s of the 
even ts de picted o n t h e stamps . I co n­
s ide r t his a n ou tstanding piece of fin e 
wo rk w ell con ceived and carried o u t . 

2nd- Laurence B. Mason . A ver y fin e 
selection fr om his fam o us collection of 
New York can cellation s co m prising New 
York Foreig n Ma il s, Mail s f rom Califor­
n ia, · some s pecia l rarit ies being sh own 
used via Nicaragua, especia lly a g r a nd 
g r een cancellation " Ah ead of t h e Mail s ." 
In ter esting and r a r e covers fro m Da nish 
W est Indies, Cuba , etc. Mr. Mason 's ex­
p la nation of his exhibit showed hi s t h or­
ou gh knowledge of his subj ect. 

3rd- Hans Lage rloef . A very fin e ex­
hibi t con sisting of unus u a l stamp s a nd 
cover s fro m m a ny pa r ts of the world . 
Mr . Lagerloef in sh owing his fin e exhib-
it , drew attention t o m a ny unusual ite m s 
a mong the m. I only h a d tim e to note a 
fe w. 

Two ver y early a nd r a r e P a triotic cov­
e r s, one depictin g the grea t comet of 
18 11. Fren ch Army s t a mps on covers 
u sed in China , Ita ly, etc ., some rare 
Fren ch u sed in Monaco with the distinc­
tive numbe r 238 7. E a rly Germa n Air 
Mail u sed in 191 3 and 1 914 . Covers 
fr a nk ed Roma n States s t a mps u sed in 
conjunction with st a mps of Hanove r , 
Fra n ce, e t c. A g r eat rarity shown was a 
Nor way 1 8 5 6 h a lf of 4s. blue used as a 
2s. o n a Va lentine cover. Fiji Times Ex­
press 3d. a nd 6d . u sed with New Zeala nd 
st a mps t o Auckla nd . 

Other Exhibits w er e: 
Albe rt E. Pade--Derunark, a beautiful 

selection from hi s la r ge co 'lection I 
noted : 18 51, 2rbs. blue, Unu sed , used 
pa ir a nd va rieties ; 4rbs , a ra r e used 
block of six. 1858, 4s., a block of t en 
u sed . 1 87 0-71 , Sets of the inverted 
fra m es a nd inve r ted wmks ; P erf. 1 2 % , 
2s., a pa ir u sed on cover , r a r e . Ma ny 
inter esting can cella tions w er e shown, 
s u ch as Da nish u sed in Swede n , Steam­
ship can cella tio ns, e t c . 

K. M. "\Voodward showed t en pages of 
Salva dor and t en pages of Ve n ezuela, 
a nd in his r em a rks drew sp ecia l a tt en­
t ion to incorrections in these countries in 
t h e Scott cat a log ; su ch as the illus tra ­
t ion of forged t ypes of the overprints in 
t h e 1 8 7 4 iss u es. Mr. Woodwa rd showed 
some ver y inter esting cover s a nd block s 
of r a r e va rie ties and drew specia l atten­
t ion to def ect s in prisin g s u ch as a quoted 
price of $ 1.00 for st a mp s of which only 
5 O copies exis t . 

Stephen Rich show ed so m e of his Sout h 
Afri can Ext ra T erritoria ls, t h at is s tamps 
u sed outside t h e t e rri t ory for which they 
wer e issu ed. H e a lso showed cover s of 
wh at h e t ermed Inter-Provincia ls, t h a t is 
g roups of s t a mps of 2 , 3, or 4 Colonies 
u sed togeth er on one cover. 

Clare nce Brazer showed a wond er f ul 
coll ection of Uni ted Sta tes Proofs a nd 
Essays of 1 8 6 9. This h e h a d only r e­
cently pu rch ased from his f riend George 
An t hony , whose r ecent a nd sudden death 
w e! a ll so much deplore . Mr. Bra zer 
kindly showed t his in his m e m or y a nd as 
th e last gro up upon which h e h a d work­
ed. 

The Hon. A. E . Ackerman kindl y sen t 
t h e exhibi t t h at h e r ecently displayed a t 
La n sdowne a nd t his was shown a nd ex­
pla ined by J . M. Bartels . In it I noted : 
Great Br itain u sed block of 14 , ld. black 
plate lB, said to be t h e la r gest u sed 
b lock k n own . Gr eat Brita in , a cover 
with 1 / - oct. g r een , a block o f 1 5, strip 
of 5 a nd a pair. lOd. brown oct. fine 
block of fo ur on cover a nd a block of 
e igh t of t h e 9d . s m a ll letter s , on cove r . 
Spain , 1 865, 1 2c . blue a nd r ose, a block 
of 27 ( 9 rows of 3 ) conta ining the va ­
r iety w it h t h e inver ted f ram e . Cape , a 
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used b lock of 12 of t h e 1 /- yellow-green. 
Hawaii , a beautif u l cover franked with a 
strip of fo u r of the 1855 5c. b lue on thin 
white paper, s uperb. Suez Canal, two of 
the 20c b lu e used on one cover. 
0 . G. Reich elt showed a sma! l collec­
t ion of fine clean and well selected stamps 
of Papu a arranged by the Gibbons cat­
alog and with many of the prominent 
varieties. CHARLES J. PHILLIPS. 
Additions to the Library 

U . S. Army Postoffices Overseas , by H . 

A. Coleman . Gift of Author. 
Stamps of the Providence, R. I. Post­

master, by A . B. Slater Gift Author. 
Scott's Standar d 19 31 Catalog, Scott 

Stamp and Coin Company. Gift Pub-
lishers. . 

Berkshire Standard Air Post Catalog. 
Gift of Berkshire Exchange. 

Phil. Congress Gr. Br. Yearbook, 1930 
Gift of Society 

De Volkenbond , T;en Jaar Vinius Kwest­
je, De Geschiendis van Brazile, De 
Geschiendis van To n ga, by J. H Van 
Peu rsem. Gift of A u thor. 

Handb u ch der Tschechos · owakischen 
Posttem pel Osterr Ung. Herkunft. 
Gift of F. Leitenberger . 

Die zweifarbingen Briefm D ::t n 2marks 
u nd Danish Westindiens 1870-1905. 
Gift of G. A. Hageman. 

Postwerzeichen-Sammler-Verein Charlot­
tenbu rg E. V. 1890-1930. Gift Verein. 
Skilling Banco-Frimarkena Ff'stskrift, 
H. Olsson & N. Strande!!. Gift of N . 
Strande!!. 

Annuari Fil. Italiano , 1931. Gift F. I. de 
la P. P. 

Ward's Philatelic News, P. H. Ward. 
Gift of Author. 

Modau Walachei, H . Birnbach. Gift of 
Author. 

The Postage Stamps of the Cape of Good 
Hope, A J . Allis, published by Stan·ey 
Gibbons , London. Gift of Publisher. 

Airpost Stamp Catalog, Second Edition, 
Scott Stamp and Coin Co . Gift S. S. 
& C. C. 

Scott's Specialized U. S. Catalog, 1931 , 
Eighth Ed. Gift S. S & C. C 

Specialized Confederate States , 1931 , 
August Dietz. Gift of A. Dietz . 

Further Notes on the 18 5 7-5 9 Issue of 
the Duchy of Parma by Dr. Emilio 
Diena. Gift of Author. 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
is one of the few countries in which the Specialist of moderate means 

may attain completeness comfortably. 

May we assist yo1t in building itp a representative collection? 

THE WESTCHESTER STAMP COMPANY 
58e Larchmont Avenue ~~~ Larchmont, New York 
MINT 
ONLY AIR MI N DED? ONLY 

MINT 

IF YOU ARE NOT JUST A LITTLE AIR- JUINDED IN 'rHIS GOOD YEAR 19:10-YOU 
AHE l\'O'l' IN THE BES'J.' CO!UPANY-iUOST COLLECTORS SEEJU 'l'O HAVE CON­
TRAC'l'ED 'l'HE DISEASE IN lUORE OR LESS VIOLEN'l' FOR!U-1'1' IS HARlllLESS 
ONLY TO THE CHECii.-BOOR AND 'l'HA'l' IS OFF'SE'I' BY THE LIVE VIE\V-POINT 
\VHICH IS AUTO!UATICALLY ACQUIRED-

NEW AIR POSTS- OLD AIR POS'l'S-AIR POSTS FOR SERVICE 
AIR POS'r FOR COl.l~EC'l'ORS-'l'HE "SRY-LINE" LISTS THE~I 

THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP~~~ 
.1 . . \ nry \VellN BOX 3, JACJ{SON HEIGHTS, NE\V YORK J . Van Ii:irk We ll " 



C O LLEC TOR S CLU B PHI LATEL I ST I 
Is it a Rarity? 
Is it Elusive? 
Is it a British Colonial? 
that you have been seeking for years; if so then you 
MUST get in touch with me. It is certain you will 
eventually write to me for it, but why not do it now? 
For years I have made a specialty of Rare and elusive 
British Colonials of an periods, and my stock is rich in 
most desirable items. Most of the important collections 
in the World contain rare items that have passed 
through my hands. 

Only Stamps in the Finest Possible Condition 
and at Reasonable Prices Will be Found in My 

Books. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL TO ANY 
PART OF THE \i\TORLD. 

Want Lists Will Receive My Prompt Personal 

Attention. 

5 Blake Hall Rd., Wanstead, 

T~ALLEN London, E. 11, England. 
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Nlounting and Lettering 

At the Boston show in August a new high mark of ex­

cellence was attained in the neatness and general at­

tractiveness of the various exhibits. Carefully prepared 
collections impressed the casual visitor and the judges 
favorably. The tendency is toward making stamp col­
lections more interesting by making them more beau­
tiful and by stressing the historical side. 

An Important Part of My Business 
Every exhibit prepared here at the Peach Orchard receiv­

ed an award at Boston and a high percentage of these awards 
were blue or red ribbons. 

Several months notice is usually required for this work 
and until about January I shall book orders for the 1931 shows 
- Memphis and Montevideo. 

Old u. s .. - 1842 to 1890- cover s, cancellations, rarities 
and not so rare, including 1847s used in many different towns, 
and U. S. Locals, for sale at reasonable prices. If you are 
making a collection showing postmarks and cancella tions used 
in Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, Cincinnati, New Orleans, Phil­
adelphia, Indiana, Ohio or Kentucky, do not fail to keep in 
touch with me. 

ELLIOTT PERRY 
(HDfSELF) 

Box 333, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 
''Where the Bargains come from'' 
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FINE §TOCK 

GREA1-' BRITAIN 
-AND-

B RI Ti§ H COLONIE§ 
ALL ISSUES From Early Imperfs to 

Latest Novelty 

NEW ISSTJ E SERVICE 
Serving Many Satisfied Clients the 

World Over 

PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION 

Write for Foreword and Price List 
Of King George Colonials and Modern For'­

eign in Sets. Mint Air Mails a Feature 

R<t ROBERTS 
DEALER I N 

RARE STAMPS 
& IMPORTER OF NEW ISSUES 

430, STRAND, LONDON, W~ C~ 2 
(Cables: EXSTAMPUS, LONDON) 



IV COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
lJNITED STATES 
1845-1888 POSTAGE STAMPS 

During the past twelve months of Stock :Ext'hange lleftat:on pt·ices, I have taken 
advantage of numerous offers and invested ve1·y !ai·gely i n fine qual'ity United States 
stamps at reasonable prices. I am content with a moderate p1·ofit in 01·de1· to k eep up 
an increasing turnover. l\fy cash sales for t en months to th e end of Octobei· are ove1· 
18 per cent. increase on those of the similar period fo1· 1929, sh.owing that my sel ec­
tions meet with the app1·oval of HI)' c fents. 

I atu just arranging my app1·oval books of United States stamps in vat·ious g 1·oups 
to m eet the wishes of all classes of collecto1·s. 

I shall be happy to sencl any of the following on apvrova l to 111r clients, 01· to 
other serious buyers on receipt of satisfactoi·y r efe1·ences. 

My 1930-1931 appt·oval books are g1·ouped a s follows :-

I. RARITIES 
Over $70,000.00 wo .. th of c h o ice rare ite ms, parti c ul a l' s in a later adve 1·t isement. If you 

wish to see choi ce ite ms from $20 .00 to s eve l'a l thou sand dol larn each , t e ll me what you 
wish. 

II. UNUSED 
Th e s i x books in c lude many shad es, pa i rs , blocks a nd 8tr ips w:th in1pd nt. 

III. GENERAL SE·LECTION 
S even books 1 847 to 1888 arrange d for th e Ge n e ra! Co l :ec tor a nd al l prices except ion­

ally low, generally h a lf cat a logu e or l e ss. 

IV. CARRIER STAMPS 
A book of unuse d and used. 
A book of stamps on covers. 

V. DE LUXE COPIES (USED) 
These consist of s even books 1 847-1 882 of the fin est c opies in my u sed stock. These 

stamps are for those c oll ectors who ""·ant superb copies, with unusual margins, co lors, 
etc. Such copies cannot be sold on catalogu e rates, as not two pel' ce nt. co m e in this con­
dition. I am offer in g these at l owest poss ibl e p e r ce ntage over cos t. 

VI. RARE CANCELLATIONS 
A s er ies of e ight books, 1847 to 1880, with uncommon cancellations, many of th e m of 

great rarity. 

VII. N. Y. FOREIGN MAIL CANCELLATIONS 
1867-1 87 7. Two books of these fine can ce llation s as illu s tra t ed in the Coll ectors Club 

Philate li s t, July a nd Oct., 19 30. 

VIII. PLATE VARIETIES 
-- Four books of Re- e ntri es, Double Transfe r s, C r ack ed P la t es a nd oth er var iet ies, in­

cluding man y rare it e ms in fine condition. S p e .,ia l ists wi ll find th ese books of consider­
able inte r e st. 

IX. U.S. LOCALS 
Five bo oks of s tamps on c ove r s a nd six books of unu sed and us ed not on covers, 1nany 

rare and uncommon vari e ti es. 

CATALOGUES 
PhilliiJ>S' Priced Catalog u e of Unitetl States Sta m1•s, 1S4a-lSSS. Unuse d priced with a nd 

without gum . Used in , tht·ee qualiti e s, "Supe rb"-"Fine"-"Good." Price $1.00 postfree. 
Phillips' Priced Cntn1~ogue of Confederate States- Gen era l Issues. Pri ces for sheets, panes , 

blocks, cancellations, e t c. Price lj!l.00 1•osHree. 

CHARLES J. PHILLIPS 
17 E~ The Mayflower, 15 Central Park West, New York 
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@lb Qtla1'$ic 3'sstt.e~ 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

To Connoisseurs 
We beg to announce that we have 
just purchased a magnificent 

COLLECTION 
of 

IMPERFORATE§ 
and 

Early Perforated 
All Countries · 

Many are corner copies with sheet mar­
gins and rare postmarks; also a'large num­
ber of strips and blocks 

Unused, . Used and Used 
on Entires 

This is now being priced and Countri6s will 
be forwarded for inspection in order of ap­
plication. 

THE PREMIER HOUSE FOR ARRANGING ANO 
WRITING UP COLLECTIONS. <.. 

STAMP EXPERTS AND PHILATELIC PUBLISHERS. 

-J TELEPHON E : TEMPLE BAR 4712 . , TELE. AD DRESS: ATELA PH IL-R AND, LONDO N. 

I
I;

) 
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Supreme In Its Chosen Field 

The Historical Air Mail Catalogue 
of 1931 

Third Edition Just Published 

Retains Its Place As 
America's Premier Air Stamp Catalogue 

-Not merely a check list-

A complete work of Reference. Listing and describing 
all known Air Stamps. Telling the story of Aviation's 
development-The Conquest of the Air, of the use of the 
Air Service, the Flights of the Zeppelins-Charts-Maps 
-Statistical information. 

Cllas. A. J-' hulbergh's F:unous "St•irit of St. Louis." 

350 pages-crowded with the salient facts of Aero-Philately. 

A full fledged-full sized book, worthy of the importance of its 
subject. 

Fine to the tradition-Publications of Meri t . 

Now on Sale-Price $2.00, Post Free. 

K. LISSIUK PHILATELIC CO. INC. 
1476 Broadway New York City, N. Y. 



You Are Not Keeping Abreast 
Of Recent Philatelic Research Unless 

You Subscribe To 

The Philatelic Journal 
of Great Britain 

(now in its fortieth year) 

The August number contains an important ar­
ticle by A. J. Se:fi on the 1855 issue of SAX­
ONY, describing for the first time the plates of 
the 1/::gr. and giving details by which they may 
be recognized. The article is very fully illus­
trated. 

The same number also contains an illustrated 
article by P . L . Pemberton on the early postage 
dues of SWITZERLAND, announcing the dis­
covery of inverted frames. Another article de­
scribes and illustrates a strong retouch, hither­
to undescribed, on the 5sh Queensland of 1866. 

'rhese, with the usual features, make up an 
issue of the P. J. G. B. which no serious collect­
or should miss. It will be sent to members of 
The Collectors Ciub on receipt of 6 cents in 
stamps. Annual subscription 60c. Twenty 
numbers for $1.00 note. 
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1931 List of Canadian Imperf orates 
The following item s, . tak en from om· 1931 check lis t of B ritish No1·th Am erica, 

is the most cmnplete listin g of these var ·e ties that w e have eve 1· seen. In mos t in­
s tances w e have but one 0 1· two of each iteni. Pl'i.ces a 1·e advan cing annual'ly and th ey 
should be " picked up" whil'e available . A sk fo1· a copy of o m · 48-pagie, ves t pocket 
s ize , list of BritiEh No11:h Ame1 'ca. Gladly sent en requ ~st . 

Sc ott's No. 
1850 18A, Horizontal Pair, 2c rose without gum 

Our N e t Price 
. ... $42.50 

18 97 *66 - 72, Proofs on Indi a Pap e r, mounted on ca rd. Half ce nt to Eight ce nt in-
c lusive, Set in Pairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 14. 00 

*66-73, Horizonta l Pairs of Compl ete 1897 I ssu e. O. G. V e ry f e w known ... .. . 320. 00 
*66 -73, Same, in blocks ........... . ............ , . , . .. .. ... . , .... , .. , , .... .. .. 640.00 -

1808 *74 - 5, 78- 81, N um eral Issu e Imp e rf., 6 va r . in 0. G . .Horizontal Pairs , .. . . , .. , , 275. 00 
Same in B l ocks of Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 550. 00 

*82-83-83, Map Impe rfs . 3 varieti es in vert ical Pa irs without gum .... , , , , , . . 135. 00 
Same in blocks of Four . . . . .. ....... . . . . . ....... . ........ . ... . .... ... ...... 270.00 

*8 2, Map Imp erf. without color. Vertical Pair, No Gum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55. OU 

18 0ll *86, 2c carmin e Num e r a l Imperf. 0. G. Hor izontal Pair ...................... . 40 . 00 
*86, Same, in block of Four .. .. .. .. .. .. . ........ . .. ......... . .... ........ . .. 75.00 
*86, Block of 12, 2c carm in e Num e ral in T e t e Bec h e without gum. One of 

the rarest of th ese Canadian Im p e rforat es . . . . . . . . . . ... 250 . 00 

1001 *87 , Hor izontal pair of 20c Num r a l w ithout gum. C r eas ed between stamps 
but an outstanding r a r e pair . .. . . . . . 85 . 00 

1002 *88, 7c ye ll ow Numeral, Horizon tal P a ir Imperf. with o u t gum 
*88, Same, in b lock of Four .. . .. , . . . . . . . . . . .............. ... ... . 

1003 *89a, 90a, 91a, 92a, 93a, King Edward lmperfs., 5 var ie ti e s in pairs without 

37 . 50 
75.00 

gum.... . . . .. . .. . ............................. . ............ 130 . 00 
Sam e in b l ocks of Four ............. . . ........ . ... . ......... .. ........ . ... 250.00 

1008 *96 - 103, Quebec Imp e r f. Vert ical pairs w i t h out gum . .. ...... .... . .. ........ 90. 00 
*96-103, Same, blocks of Four ....... , .... .. ...... .. ........ .. ............ . 175.00 

1017 *120a, 3c Conf. Impe rf. Vertical Pair w ithout gum ..... . ....... . ......... . 75.00 
*12 0a, Sam e, in block of F our ........... . .......... .. .......... . .. . ..... . .. . 150.00 

*King George l e ye ll ow, 2c gre e n, 3c carmine, 4c bistre, 5c purpl e, 7c brown, 
Sc b lue, lOc brown, 20c o live gree n , 50c b lack a nd $1.00 orange. 11 
var. (Only 100 each of last 8 varieties known .) Hor izontal Pairs w ith 
full 0. G . . ... . ..... .. . .. .. ............ . .. . ..... . ...... . .. . ............ 325. 00 

"Same, in blocks of Four. Really rare ... ........ .................... ... .... 640. 00 
*T ete -Bec h e Block of 12--l c y e ll ow without gum. Just 7 known .... • ...... . 140. 00 
*T e te -Beche Bloc k of 12-2c green, O. G. Just t e n known . . . . .. ... 125. 00 
*T ete -Bech e Block of 8-3c carmin e without gum. Just 7 known .. ...... . . .. 140. 00 

1,016 *307 Di e I. yellow brown of War T ax Imp e rfora t e. Horizontal pa ir without 
gum . ...................................... . ........ 50.00 

*307 Same, in block of Four ........... . .. . ... . ........... .. ....... . ... , .. , .100.00 
*307 Same, but in brown co lor, pa ir . ..... . ......... ... ... . .. . ....... .. . .. .. . 50.00 
*307 Sa m e, in block of Four ... . .... ... . . ..... . . . . . ........... . ..... .. , •. , , , 100 . 00 

Any of Above Otfe 1·ecl S ubject t o P ri01· Sal e . 
Con·esponclence luvite <l . 

~~~ MARKS ST AMP C 0 MP A NY, LTD. 
462 Spadina Ave., Toronto 2, Ontario, Canada 
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d.O.Moore,Ine. 
Postage Stamps ~r Collectors 

FRANCE 
and 

COLONIES 
In closing out many lines of our foreign stock we seem 

to have overlooked a very nice lot of early 

French and French Colonial Stamps. 
Not only is the country practically complete in single 
copies, but there are a goodly number of pairs, strips and 
blocks of the imperf issues; a nice lot of postage dues, 
and some very good French offices abroad and French 
Colonies. Prices average 50 % of catalog or less. May 
we have your want lisU 

BRITISH COLONIALS, 
Both 19th and 20th century, at similar prices. Many 
high-value space fillers, including 4sh., Ssh., and 1 pound 
Gibraltars, etc. 

We Always Want to Buy Good Stamps. 

J.O.MOORE, INC., HAMMONDSPORT, N:Y. U.S.A. 
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WE ARE NOW OFFERING 

COMPLETE COlJNTRIES 
of the 

HA Wl(INS' COLLECTION 

Every Country in the World 

19th and 20th Century 

Specialized According to Gibbons' Catalogue 

Unused Only. 

Many pairs, strips and blocks of the early issues, also 

major and minor varieties, will be found throughout the 
collection. 

If you are interested in any country or 
group of countries we should be glad 

to furnish full particulars on request. 

~~~ ECONOMIST STAMP CO. 
87 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y. 
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Philatelic Review of Reviews 
The entire philatelic press in one review. 

Monthly Publication. 
Specimen Number Free. 

Casella postale 487 
Torino, Italy 

Detach and paste on postal card 

Director of" Filatelia" 

Will you send me gratis a sample copy of your 

magazine '' Filatelia'' 

Signature -- - ------------------------------------

Address 
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VALUABLE UNITED STATES COLLECTION 
At Auction, January 21, 1931 

Fo llo\viug is a li s t of outstantling lot n111ub e1·s, a s in·inted i n t h e cntulog·ue, to .nc•luain.t 
Lot No. t hose n ·J10 did not recr ive it " 'ith t11e \\"OIHlerf ul n1.ate ri:tl on:ercd. Cat. Pri ce 

42. 1847 , Right verti cal h alf of lOc used as 5c, w e ll tied on c ut side by gre eni~h 
blac k sma ll grid to cover, postma rk d Hartford, Ct., in m a g e nta, to 
N e w York, t h e cover bears a manusc ript nota tion ··Pa id C h 54 5", 
from Needham co llect ion, ve r y fin e and of grea t Pst rarity, (Sc. 29b). $ 800. 00 

70. 1860, 24c lil ac, large margins, 22x26mm, fin e c o lo r , sup e rb, unu sed (37).... . .. 250. 00 
117. 186 1, Aug»1st issu e, 30c r ed orang e, s li g h tly th in a long upp e r p e rforati o n s, 

rich c alor, well ce nte r ed, o. g., a magnificent e xampl e of o n e of th e 

118. 
r arest of U. S. s tamps (61) . . .. .. . ... ............. . .. .. ....... .. ... 3500.00 

90c, dull blue, perfs. w e ll balanced at top, bottom a nd right, but off a t 
le ft where p erfs. were probably c orrec t e d , fin e color and imp1·es -
sion, c lear type, beau tifu l sp ecim e n of this d e sirable rarity (62) .... 2000.00 

185. 1 869, Right vert. two-thirds of 3c used as 2c on T ax Noti ce in 1 870 , grid ca n (' . 
ti e s o n cut sid e to cover, v e ry fin e a nd correc t ly used (114b) . . . . . . 400. 00 

202. 15c brown a nd blue , picture inverted , upper right c orner torn a nd r e -
p a ire d , li ght ly can cell ed, fin e l ook iqg (119b) ..................... . 12 00 . 00 

24c gree n a nd viol e t, picture inYe rte d, off. at top and :eft, small t ear in 203. 

204. 
bottom margin, lightly cance ll Ed, good look ing (120b) ...... . . 

30c b lue a nd carmin e , fl ags inverted, ni ce l y ce ntered, thin pl acP on b a<' k 
torn in to bottom margin, ni ce l ook in g, used (121b) ......... . 

246 . 1875, Special Printing on hard p a p e r , l e ultramarin e, fin e , unu sed (167). 
247. 2c dark brown, fin e, unused (1 68) ...... . . . .. . . . ...... . .. . 
248. 3c b l ue gree n , fin e, unused ( 169) ................ . . . .. . .. . 
249. 6c dull rosP, p e rforations intac t, a b eauty, unuse d (170) ............. . . 
250. 7c r eddish vermilion, p e rforations int act, ve r y fin e , unus ed (1 71) ..... . . 
251. lO c p a l e brown, fin e , unused (172) . . . . ...... .. ...... .. ..... . ....... . .. . 
252 . 12c d ark viole t , cut into l eft margin , d esign intact (173) 
253 . 15c bright oran g e , fin e, unu sed (l 74) . ............... . 
254. 30c greeni s h b!ac k. fin e , unused (176) . . ........ . ... . . . ... . . . . . 
255. 90c viol e t carmin e, fine, unused (177) ...... ...... . .. . 
256. 2c carm in e vermilion , fine, unuse d (180) ..... .. . ... . . ...... . . . . . .. . ... . 
282. 1880, Spec ia l Pr inting on soft pap e r , l e d rc rk ultram a rin e, off a t le ft and 

283. 
284. 
285. 

bottom, thin o n back, unuse d (192) .... .. ................ . 
2c black brown, supe rb, unused (193) . . . .. ...... . . ... .. .. .. . . .. ... .. . . 
3c blu e green , s upe rb, unused (194) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . 
6c dull rose , a littl e off, sma ll thin place on b ack , fin e look in g, un-

u sed (195) .......... . ....... . ........... . ......... . . . . . ......... . 
286. 7c scarl e t v e rmilion, off at top a nd right, fine , unuse d (196) . . . . . .. 
287. 12c black ish purpl e , stra ight e dge at right, fi n e , unus ed (198) ......... . 
288. 15c orange , a l ittl e thin, fine l ooking, unused (199) ................... . 
289. 24c d ark violet, tiny thin place on back, fin e, unused (200) . . . ......... . 
290. 30c greeni s h b lack , v ery fin e, unused (201) ....... .. ... . . ... . ......... . 
291. 90c dull carmin e, off at right, on e corn e r p e rf. gon e, good, unuse d (202) .. 
292. 5c d eep blu e , tiny th in place on back, fin e , sign ed J .N .Luff, unused (204) 
295. 1 882, Sp ec ia l Printing, 5c gray brown, ve1·y fin e , unu sed (2Q5c) . ........ . ... . 
301. 1883, Spec ia l Printing, 4c bl u e green , very fin e , un use d (211d) .............. . 
323. 1893, 4c blue error, off at l e ft , fin e c o l or, fresh, o. g. (233a) ...... . 
359. 1898, Sc violet brown , vert. pai r from l eft b l a nk edge of sh ee t , impe rf. horiz., 

snappy g uid e lin e b e tween, thin on back, e x ceedingly rare , fin e l ook-

750.00 

2500.00 
200.00 
150.00 
300.00 
200.00 
125 . 00 
250.00 
175.00 
250.00 
250.00 
250.00 

1500.00 

400.00 
400. 00 
600.00 

400.00 
275.00 
350.00 
400.00 
300.00 
400.00 
400.00 

1 000.00 
500.00 
500.00 
80 0.00 

ing, o. g., a n example of this var. h asn' t been offered in years (289a) 400. 00 
362. 1901, le green a nd black, Ship inverte d , a 1 ittl e thin a long a c ouple of p erf­

363 . 

364. 

orat ions, nice ly. c e ntered, o. g., fin e (294a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300. 00 
2c carmi ne and black, Locomotive inve rted, p erfectl y centered , fin e 

color, o. g., wonderfull y fine (295a) .... .. . . . . . ... . ... .. . . .... . .... 2700. 00 
4c chocolate and blac k, Automobile inve rte d , p erfec tly cente r ed , a s mos t 

of th e original c opi e s w e r e found "stuck down " in the a r chive s, th e 
gum i s fr e qu e ntly incompl e t e, th e pres e nt co p y has part gum a nd 
is v e ry fine, unused (296a) .. ..... .. . .. . .. . . . ... . ......... . ........ 1200. 00 

385. 1908-09, Bluish Experimental P aper, 4c orange brown, p e rfec tl y centered, 
o. g ., superb (360) . . .... .. . ................... . .................. 1000. 00 

388. Sc olive green, a little more margin at top and l e ft than on the oth e r 

432. 1916-17, 

461. 1919-21, 

two sides, o. g. , very fin e (363) ..... . ........ . ............ . . ... .... 1000. 00 
5c carmine, impe rf. error, in middle of bottom row of block of 9, gum 
thinning, magnificen t l ooking b lo c k of this famous rarity, o. g . (4 85 ) 1200 . 00 
Rota ry llxlO p erf., 2c, hor iz. strip of 4, imperf. verti call y b e tween 
2nd, 3rd a nd 4th stamps, s tra ight e dge at right, exceedingly rare , as 
possibl y n ot ove r five such s t.rips a r e known, o. g., very fine (539 a ). 300. 00 

476. Air !\Cail, 191 8, 24c carmine and blu e, ce nter inverte d , perfectly centered, o . 
g., v e r y fin e (1302a) ................... . ............. . ...... . . ... . 3300 . 00 

503. State D epartm e nt, $5 gretn and black , lightly cancell e d but stai n ed and a 

504. 

505. 

few p e rforations missing (1568) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350. 00 
$1 0 green and bl ack, two tiny r e d p e n strokes, off a t right, practi ca ll y 

mint (1569) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175.00 
$20 green and blac·k , a littl e off, lightl y p 8nstrok ed, fine, o. g . (1570) .... 150.00 

Tlte above auction sale contains 599 lots an1l lnc hules Pos tmasters' Provisionals, Unit­
e (l States Pos t:tge, Depart1nents, Ne'\YS J>apers, Dues anrl Carrier sta1nps. Catalogue of t l1 e 
e ntire sale sent free. R e quest sllouhl be ncco1npuu.ied b y conun ercial refere n ces . Front 
distant 11lnces bids may be sent by cabl e. Cabr.e A<l<lress : Ji:LEINSTAMP . 

~~~ E U G E N E I( L E I N 
200 South 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 



C O LLECTORS CLUB PHIL.A. TEL/ST XIII 
XVIII Auction Sale in Zurich 

JANlJARY 26-31, 1931 

Made up of several fine General 
Collections, also AIRMAIL, South 
America and specialized collec­

tion of Austria, including oblits. 

Write and ask for illustrated 

catalogue, also for our latest 
pamphlet dealing with auc­
tion sales. 

E. LlJDER-EDELMANN & CO. 
76 Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich 

Cables ''Philatelic Zm·ich " 



XIV COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
THE "AGNEW" COLLECTION OF 

SHANGHAI 
in five volumes 

Superbly written up by Messrs. F . Godden Ltd., containing complete 
sheets of the first type and many outstanding rarities in the later is­
sues, some of which are uncatalogued. 

Full details and price, to collectors interested on application. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
A fine collection of the early issues including Sydney Views-26 singles, 
5 pairs, and 1 mint single; Laureate 3d watermark "2" and 8d pair. 

Price $1200. 

QUEENSLAND 
An exceptional collection strong in all issues including a single and pair 
of the ld Imperf. and a unique used pair, and mint block of 4 Imperf. 
21hd. Price $950. 

TASMANIA 
A very choice lot made by the same collector a11d including an unused 
block of 41858 6d watermark Star and many other rarities. Price $1200. 

Also minor collections, from the same source, of New Zealand 
($325); South Australia ($225); Victoria ($325). 

IRISB FREE STATE 
A magnificent lot in 8 "Godden" Albums, written up by this firm. Vol­
ume 7 includes £60 face value, and Volume 8, 1400 essays. An ideal lot 
for a new collector of this fascinating country. Price $1475. 

All these collections may be had on approval against cash or 
references, and full descriptions will be supplied on request. 

ROBSON LOWE 
Member of the Collector's Club, S. P. A. & A. P. S°. 

93 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. 1. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL A T EL IST xv 
COLSON of BOSTON 
draws attention to his most r ecent outright purchase- the e xtrao1·dinary 
collection of United States stamps formed by H e rbert R . Duckwall, Esq. 

Thi s co ll ec ti o n- th e c r o wning e ffo r t of a Ma s te r Phil a t e list- is w e ll known 
a s be ing of th e ve r y fin es t qu a lity a nd in it s s p ec ia l s ph e r e, eas il y th e m os t im­
porta nt ever g o tte n toge th e r in th e U nited Sta t es. 

Th ough it conta ins m a n y fin e P ostm a ste r s and unused bl ock s of the g e n e ral 
issu es , as w e ll a s s ingl es, th e o uts t a ndin g f eature is in th e w onde rful lot of curi­
o us pos tma rk s gathe r ed f r o in e v er s o m a n y diff e r e nt so urce s , e specia lly during 
the pas t doze n years. • 

Du r ing this p e ri od h a rd l y a c oll ec tion o f United Sta t e s s t a mps of any import­
a n ce h as b ee n s old without Mr. Duc kwa ll h a vin g r ece ived e ith e r th e first c hoice 
o r a ve r y earl y choi ce, s o tha t this c oll ec tion m ay pro p e rl y b e s a id to r e pre s e nt 
o n e of th e earli est " pi ck s " o f the Am e ri can m a rk e t s in ce a bout 1916 . 

Everything is h e r e from th e Pos tm as t e r is su es d own to a bout 1888 a nd th e 
m a gnitud e of the c oll ecti o n m ay be judged from th e f ac t tha t it r e quire s twe nty­
s ix v olum es to house it . 

W e sh a ll b e g lad to h ear from a ll o f o ur c u s tom e r s with i ndi cations of any 
s p ec ia l w a nts b e twee n th e P ostmas t e r p er iod a nd 189(• as th e r e h a s n eve r been a 
tim e wh e n w e h a v e been b e tte r a bl e to se r ve tha n t o -day. 

On 1·eceipt o f $1.00 two profusely illustrate d brochures of great i n terest to 
any collector will be sent postfree. 

WARREN H. COLSON 
581 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON 17, MASS., U. S. A. 

•11 e lep h oue: J{_e1unore 6624 C:tble. address: "Warcolson, Boston" 
Are You Interested in 

MINT AIR MAIL STAMPS 
AND 

FIRST FLIGHT AIR MAIL COVERS? 
If so, e1uoll at once and becom e a r egular r ead er of the "West End Philatelist," a 

portion of which each month is devoted to the compilation of a n e w air mail cat­
alogue. This n ew feature was s tarted in the D ecembe r 1929 n1unbe r , and we 
shall b e pleased to supply back numbe r s to all r ead e r s who d esire to coiJluuence 
their subscription from that date. 

In addition w e have a very fin e stock of these s tamps, and also of the "First Flights" 
and all collector s interested should send u s their \Vant Lists as soon as possible 
to avoid disappointment. In order to save unnecessa ry cor1·esponden ce collectors 
with whom we have not had the p leas m ·e of doing busi ness pre vio usly should 
send u s the u sual business refere11ces. 

The subsc rip t ion to th e "Wes t End Philateli s t" , which contains 24 pa ges, printed on 
art pape r, is on ly 2s 6d (60c) pe r a nnum. 

D~ FIELD 
7, Vigo Street, Regent Street, London, W. 1, England. 

(Cables "Aphielda", Lon don) 



XVI O O LLEOT O RS CLU B PHILATELIST 
HOMAN 
KQASSA 
116 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
CLASSICS IN STAMPS 
LARGEST ATTENDANCE AT ANY 

STAMP AUCTION 
OVER 200 STAMP COLLECTORS present at the A. P. 

S. AUCTION held in Boston last August. Nearly 50 per 

cent. of the Attendance were ACTUAL BUYERS. 

If you wish to dispose of anything fine 

at good prices write me now. 

W~ S~ B AR KE R . 
Successor to BERTRAND L. DREW 

Rooms 202-203 46 Bromfield Street, Bost.on, Mass. 

"When in Boston Come in and B rowse around" 



OOLLEOTORS CLUB PHILAT EL IST XVII 
Rare Colonial and Foreign Stamps 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE: 

INDIAN FEUDATORY STATES . Cha mha , 
F a ridkot, Gwa lior, Jhind, Na bha , P a ti a la , 
n earl y a ll the r a r e high v a lue s , and many 
of th e r a r e e r ror~ 

INDIAN NATIVE STATES. A v e r y fin e lot, 
c onta ining m a n y r are vari e ti es. 

ITALY. Compl e t e used a nd unu sed . L e v a nt 
used a nd unused with a f e w e xce pt io n s. 

ITALY. lUotlenn. 1852-59: used a nd unusPd, 
compl e t e ex ce pt 1859 80c . 1 853: large B . 
G ., u sed, a nd 185 9 : lOc., bl ack , used. 

Nap les. 1858: 'h gr. to 50gr. used a nd 
unused . Cross used. 

Pnrmn. Compl e t e unu sed, a nd in used 
s t a t e ex~ept 1 ~58 : 40c . and 80c. 

Romagna. Compl e t e us ed a nd unused. 
Rouun1 Statt"'s. U nuse d a nd u sed , with 

man y vari eti es 
Sar<lln in. 1 851: 5c., 20c., 40 c., rose , 40c. 

lilac. 1853 : compl e t e . 1856: c ompl e t e . 
Sicily. Compl e t e used a nd unused , a nd 

m a n y r e touch ed v a ri e ti es. 

Oth er countries on similar ! In es will be 

Tuse:rny. 1851-53: lq., 1 soldi, 60cr. 
1857: 9c r. 1860: 3 lire, all used and 

m a n y unus ed. 
JAJUAICA. The rare uni s s u e d 6d. with both 

vva t erm a rks overprinted "Specime n ." 
JAPA. . A v e r y fin e l o t o f old issues, c on­

taining num erous r a riti e s, used and un­
used , r a r e syll a bi c s , e t c., a nd su itabl e for 
pl a tin g. 

JUGO- ST.AVIA. A v e r y fin e lot of errors of 
ove rprint of th e 1918 iss u es; a v e r y fi n e 
lot of th e c h a in-break e r s, uncatalogued 
vari e t ies of p erfora tion, sh ee ts, bloc ks, 
e t c. Th e sam e a ppli e s to unpa id s tamps. 

Ii:ENYA :11ul UGANDA. 190 3 : high v a lu es 
up t o 50 rupees. 

I. IBERIA. A v e ry fin e lot of a ll issue s , un­
used a nd postally used ; r a r e ordinary o v­
e rpr in t s . inve rted c e nte r s of various Is­
su e s ; s a m e a ppli e s to th e Offic ial issue s. 

LITHUANIA. M a ny v a ri e ti es of ove rprint 
a nd th e 1922 50 s . inve rted centre. Ce ntral 
L ithu a ni a, th e e rrors of th e first issu e. 

a nnounc e d in subsequ ent a d vertisements . 

.,... INQUIRIES AND WANT LISTS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO ..... 

W. HOUTZAMER 
(Established in London since 1903.) 

-- THN HOUSE FOR RARE STAMPS --
34-35 Southampton Street, Strand, London, W. C. 2, England. 

Tele1>lt0ne: TEJUPLE BAR 6711. 
Auction Sales ol Postage Stamps 
Auction Sales of postage stamps are universally popular with collectors for 

the reason that much material is offered which is seldom available in dealer 's 
stock. The stamp you have been seeking so long may appear in a sale at any 
time with the breaking up of a fine collection. Furthermore, the man who has but 
a few dollars to indulge his hobby, and the man who can spend a thousand, both 
have an equal chance to secure desirable material for their respective collections. 
A.11 can find something of interest in my sales, therefore if you want to buy 
good stamps and are willing to pay fair prices for them, I shall be glad to add 
your name to my mailing list for catalogs of these sales. 

I am now located in the new COLLECTORS CI1UB BUILDING where 
my offices are among the finest in the trade. Due to these increased conveniences, 
I am enabled to provide unexcelled facilities for the sale of collections or good 
single stamps at auction. If you wish to sell, I shall be very pleased to quote 
my terms on application. 

GEORGE SLOANE 
COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING 

51 West 48th Street New York City 



XVIII COLLEC'l'ORS CLUB PHILA'l'ELIS'l' 
'-- • • • .J C,. • • , . .. _ ""~ '~ .. ~ • , .J . • 
Only Address 

188-189 Strand ~~rand stampAuctionRooms· 
London. 

< • < • • • • r ~• • .-• < • • < • <I' ... • -

HARMER ROOKES 

HARMER ROOKES 

IF SELLING 

HARMER 

PAST SESSION included many of the finest Col­
lections that have come on the ma1·ket and the 
1·arest pieces. 

The "DUVEEN" Collection of GREECE; the 
finest Collection of EUROPEANS, containing the 
two rarest stamps and various specialized Collec­
tions r eceived from Germany. 
hold t h e world's record for number of lots sold­
sales held-ancl rarity of stamps offered. 

The Illustrated Catalogues which are published 
weekly will be sent postfree on application. 
Harme r Rooke's Strand Auction will get best value. 

ROOKE & CO., Ltd. 
Arundel Chambers, 188-89 Strand, London, Eng. 

London. 

Only Address 

188-189 Strand 
Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B.N.A. which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 

7 Water Street Room404 Boston, Mass. 



OOLLEOTORS CLU B PHIL A T EL IST XIX 

L

PERCY G. DOANE 
608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

AUCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 
_. _______________________ __, 
The ROSENBLUM COMMONWEALTH COLLECTION 
This magnificent collection, which w e offe r on behalf of the owner, took SILVER GOLD 
MEDAL (1st award, N ew York, 1926); GOLD MEDAL (1st award, Melbourne, 1928); 
SILVER GILT MEDAL (Melbourne 1928) ; a nd other high a wards including three firsts 
at Ch,.istchurch 1924. 

W e sold the only possible riva l collection, the PURVES COLLECTION, to a w e ll­
known Philatelist in March last. There are no other collections in ex iste nce to compare 
with th ese two. 

Thi s is th er e for e the LAST OPPORTUNITY to s ecure a really representative collec­
tion of Commonwealth issues, rich in Essays, Color-proofs, Shade s, Retouches, Used 
Abroad, Rare Printings, etc., a nd containing very many choice variet ies which were not 
in the Purve s Collection. 

It Includ es every ite m of t echnica l interest, compl e t e in all v a ri e ties, mint a nd used , 
the former in blocks of 4 or more ( except for the rarest Dues) and the latter including 
many importa nt a nd except ionally large blocks; e. g. 6xE1; 1 5x2 / - (1st) e tc. 

Im perforate variet ies complete, a lso Pla t e vari eti es; e . g.: 2¥.,d . with 1 miss ing (2 
copi es); 4d purple, line through v a lue (2 copies); 'hd. Thin 1, single wmk. ; double print 
2 / - and block of 16 of ld. Di e 3 printed both sid e s. 

Controls complete except for a few high v a lu es a nd Plate 1 Canberra. 
Proofs a nd Essays-the biggest lot ever got toge th er--almost all a r e unique. 
This, the largest coll ection of Commonwealth, is compl e t e l y annotated with c ross 

r efe r e n ces to the owner's well-known h a ndbook, "The Stamps of the Commonwealth o f 
Australia", the book h aving b een written up from it . It in c lud e s the r esult of sev er a l 
resear ch e s not ye t publish ed. 

A 'VONDERFUL PHILATELIC TREASURE HOUSE AT A BARGAIN INVESTi\JEN'J' 
PRICE FOR QUICIC SALE. 

Price $13750.00 

ORLO-SMITH AND COMP ANY 
Postnge Stnn11• Denlers nntl Co1u1nonn·ea ltl1 Ex1•e1·ts 

Box 1026H, G. P. 0. , Melbourne, Australia. 



xx OO LLE OTOR S OLU B P HILATEL I S T 
AN Exhibition Piece 

JAPAN 
FIRST ISSUE 

Block of 10, Number 1 
Block of 10, Number 2 
Block of 10, Number 3 
Block of 4, Number 4 

ON ONE COVER 

Price on Application 

Metropolitan Stamp Co. 
~~~ 1482 Broadway 

New York City 
 

 

The 

LAMBORN 
Collection 

OF 

United States 
(123 Volu111es ) 

IS 

Now Being Sold By Us 
Singles, b loC'ks o f l'om ', 19t h and 20th 
ce ntu1· y issues , includ in g a ll the 1·a rities, 
t h e i n v<'1·t s , p~ut p e 1·fs ., C<?ils , plate n u m­
be1·s, in sect ion s, g 1·o n ps , set s 01· s ingle 
ite m s, if t h e sale wa 1·rants break in g in­
to the set. 

Yom· opp01·tunity to fi ll in m u ch. 

Ca ll 0 1· sen d your lis t . 

NASSAU STAMP CO. 
70 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 
.. 'Cosmopolitan'' 
Super·Peelable 

MOUNTS 
f~ uar;tnteetl 

to i•eel oft' 

cleanly 

witl• little 

or no 

1uark. 

Pric e s e t c. 

1ua y b e 

" ' r itte n i H 

ink on 

e a c lt 

High Class Dealers Sell Them. 
Send f or F r ee S:unules . 

G. F. RAPKIN 
Album Maker to t h e \ Vorltl 

151-7 Goswell Rd., London, Eng. 
Ask for F r ee 4 8-page Catalog. 

I

'----~~~~~~~~~~~-·~
TJNIFORMITY 
I s One of the B eau t :es of a Co ll ectio n 

o f United States 

PRE-cancellations 
Comple t e se ts of one cancella tion can 
b e fo r m ed--sometimes t h e same can cel­
la t ion run s thro u gh seve ral issu es . It 
i s inten sely interestin g to follow these 
a nd t h e g rad u a l g r owth fro m the crude 
ear ly lines a nd b a r s, through the stage 
of F le u r-de -lis , Stars, F a n cy I ndividua l 
d esigns t o th e r ecen t conventi on a l fo r m 
adopted as standa rd by the Dep a r t m en t . 
W e h a v e pre p a r ed a pa mphlet d escrip­
tive of precan cel t erms- u sing t h e 
stamps the mse lves. It is 1 0 cen ts a n d 
cover s th e fi e ld thoroughly. H you 
w ould like t o see so m e s pecime n s just 
say so . They' ll be sen t wi t h ret u rn 
posta ge, t oo. 

HOOVER BROS. 
~~~ Room 612 

1261 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 



C O LLE CTORS C LU B P HILA T EL I ST XXI 
Our New Annual Price 
List Of 

Sets and Packets 
For 1931 Is Now Ready 

This lis t contain s more than 100 p a g es 
of ove1· 3000 set s and pack et s, a ll at 
b a r gain prices. A copy will b e s en t 
post f re e to a n ~· collector a ppl~· ing f o1· 
sam e. 

Our Monthly Bulletin 
conta ins many offer s of n ew issu es and 
Air Ma il s tamps quoted at r ea sona ble 
prices. Specimen cop y of tbe cm ·1·ent 
number sent on r equest. SubscritJtiou 
3 6 cen ts p er annum. 

Whitfield_ King & Co. 
IPSWICH ENGLAND 

Establishe d 1869 . 
GREAT B RITAIN. 
Recent lnrg·e 1n1rc h ns : s e nable u s to 0Jl'.e 1· 
exce 1>tio11al valu e in e :u·l y line -engrav ed 
issues and the htte r lUtlt . c entury series . 
Want lists of tht•se ''"ill h:n•e 0111· c · o se 

nttcntion. 

CANADA. 
\Ve h :n ·c :1 choice s t•l ection 

o t' e a r l y i ssu es 
1 85D-9Z. 

U. S. A. 
Our sto c k o f the i s~u es fro n 1 1847 to 1 88 
i s one o f t11 t" l:n·µ; ? s t in London. "\>Ve l1nve 
n f so Junny Jin e c o1•ics of 1 h t!' 1 8 9 3, 1894-ii 

11ig·h , ·:1 h11~s and 189 8 s et. 

S e nd u s a li s t o f yo ur wants. 
All e nquiri es wi ll r ec e iYe p romp t and 

p erson a l a ttenti o n . 

GEO. C. GINN and CO. 
DeaJerM ht Rnre S tn1nps 

115 Moo r gate , London E . C . 2 , England. 

E s tabl'. i s l1 e tl in 1882 
GOOD STAMPS 
A R E ~VORTHY OF THE IR PRICE 

Whe n co ll ec tors becom e a w a r e of ev e r­
e mpty spaces in the ir Fre n ch Coloni e s co l­
l ec ti on , th ey s e nd o ut w a nt li sts g e n erally 
a nd r e p ea t edly. Afte r a time th e y realize 
the s carcity of s om e items. 

W e h ave a d vocat ed collecting 19th Cen­
tury Fre n ch Coloni e s for investm ent. Auc ­
tion Pri ces ov e r the past months a nd the 
s t ead y upward t r e nd of p r ices in r ec ent 
years, b oth h ere a nd a broa d , h ave p rove n 
th e soundness of our a d v ic e. 

T o accumula t e a good coll ec ti on of 
Fre n ch Col onies Pre -wa r issu es is s om e ­
thing w orth whil e , both fro m t h e inves t­
m ent s t a ndpo int a nd from the sta ndpoint 
of intere s t . There is n o n e ed to e mphas ize 
th e p opula rity of the 1902-1910 issues , but 
fo r the mos t p a rt, the earl ie r issues h a v e 
b ee n g r ea tl y n egl ec t e d . Most of the 19th 
Cen t u ry surch arg es wer e prov isional , and 
w er e p r inted in v e r y limite d q u a ntitie s . T o 
comple t e th ese is a n achi ev e m e nt. 

W e ca n s u p ply a lmost a n y single F r e n ch 
Col on ia l sta m p , u s ed o r un used, at pr ic es 
b a sed on th e actua l value of th e sta m p . 
W e h ave a ll t h e P a lm T r ee is s u e s , a ll the 
Obock s , s u r cha r g e s a nd o the rs, Somali 
Coa st including th e r are t r ia n g l es , a ll the 
Fren ch Office s in Ch in a , Egypt, Za nz ibar, 
e t c ., N oss i B e, T a hi ti , D iego S uare z, B enin , 
Con go, a n d oth e rs, pairs, b lock s , errors. 
Eve ry s t a mp sold '> y us b ears our p e rson ­
al mar k of G u a ranty. Good RefeTen ces 
Requi re(l-Gootl Service G u aranteed. Ne" ' 
Issu es fro m tl1e Wl1ol e WoTl d. 

LESGOR & REEL 
81 Nassau St., New York, N. Y.J 
EUROPE. 
Early issues in finest 

condition 

are my specialty. 

For approvals send want 

list and state references. 

M. l(urt Maier 
Friedrichstrasse 79a 

Berlin W. 8 
CABLE S : H:AMAPHIL 
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United States 
I handle United ~tates stamps 
only and I am told that I carry 
one of the largest and finest 

stocks in the world. 

Ad vaJJced collectors served t h r oug h 
special a pproval sel'ection s from want 
lists a n d t h e o r d ina.ry collector by m y 
annu a l price list en t it led 

"Stamps of United States 
and Colonies" 

'J'he 193 1 edit ion of m y price list i s n ow 
ready fo r distrib u t ion a nd will be sent 
free on application . 

\Vendover Neefus 
Hudson, N. Y. ~~~ 

U. S . SPECIALIST S I NCE 1894 
M.OHLMAN 
t T-'•• -'~ftO"I ::=r: 

OUR JANUARY SALE 

(158th) 
IN PREPARATI ON. 

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN 
-- H igh Olass Material Desired For 

F u ture Sal es . 

~~~ M. OHLMAN 
116 Nassau St., New York City 
BI-MONTHLY No. 140 
(30th YEAR of Publication) 

Contains a sh ort account of t h e recent 
B erlin Philatelic Exhibit ion (illu strat­
ed ) . 11 A lso the usual Novelties and 
Special Bargains . ·11 A special New 
Season 2-page offer of r are a n d ch oice 
Stamps fro m my extensive and varied 
stock. 11 A special offer of Ugan da un­
used , used , and on original covers. 

11 Some selected MexicaJJs from t h e fa­
mou s " Chapm.an" Collection, and one 
page of recent acquisitions in stamps 
u sed on orig inal covers. 

11 I sh a ll be p leased to send t h e Bi­
Monthly gratis a nd post free, to aJ1y 
Collector men t ioning this advertisement. 

The P r ice List '.Uhat I s Different! 

\V. T. WILSON 
18, Livin gstone Road, Hand sworth, 

BIRMINGHAM, England 
COLLECTORS 
in need of 

RARE STAMPS 
or wishing to inspect 

COLLECTIONS OF ANY COUNTRY 
IN THE WORLD 

should write to 

STUART J. ANDERSON 
6, Cambridge Street, 

Hyde Park, London, W. 2, 

ENGLAND. 
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WANTED FOR SPOT CASH 
UNITED STATES 

Used and unused pairs, strips and 
blocks, 

Covers 

Western Franks, Locals, 

Revenues 

Confederate States, Postmasters 

and General Issues 

British North America 

Covers of all countries, general 

and specialized collections. 

What can you offed 

BURGER & COMPANY 
90 Nassau St., New York City 
UNITED STATES 
Fine Used and Unused 

(Blocks are My Specialty) 

CANADA 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
New Issues of All Countries. 

AUCTIONS 
Nearly 200 persons attended my 
last sale. Can always use choice 
material. Next sale F ebruary. 
Prompt service. 

~~~ 
F~ED E. FARNHAM 

David Stott Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
British Colonials 
DOMIN I CA, 1883-90, ld lilac, mint ... $1.25 

6d orange, mint. 1.50 
1923, 5/ - (MCA) , mint .... 2.00 

£1 (MCA) mint .... 6.50 
G R ENADA, 1 883, 1 / - viol e t, fine used . 4.50 

J Altf A I CA, 1897, 2 / - red brown, mint . 1.75 
5 / - violet, mint ..... 3.50 

1906-10, 4d black on yel -
low, mint . .... . . 2.00 
1/ - & 2/ -, Scott 56 

& 57, mint .. . .. 1.50 
1921-3, 5/ - brown and blue, 

fin e used . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
T RIN IDA D & TOBAG O 1921, 5/-, mint 5.00 

£1 mint.10.00 
'l'URKS & CAI C O S I S L AND S, 

1900, 'hd-lsll, mint s e t of 7 ........ 1.50 
2/ - violet, mint ............ . . 6.00 
3/ - la k e, mint . . . . .... .. .. . . .. 3.50 

1923, 3/- (MCA), mint ... . . . ..... . . 1.00 
1925-6, 2/ - (script) , mint . . . . . . . . . . .75 

VIR G I N I S J,ANDS , 1913, 2/ 6, mint .75 

HAYES & CO. 
S'l'AHP DEALER S 

61 Colebrooke Road, St. Michaels 
Liverpool, England 
RARITIES 
The following are a vaHable. . F ull par­
ticula r s and prices will gladly be fur­

nish ed on a pplication . 

GREAT BRITAIN . King Edward lOd., 
aniline. Som e rset House printing. S. G. 
310. A mint bloc k of 6 above pillared 
margin, with Royal Philatelic Soci ety's 
certificate. 

J A M A I CA. 5/ -. Posta l Fi scal. S. G. F8. 
A superb used copy on date d cove~ ex 
the Seybold coll ection . Of t h e greatest 
rarity, on cover. 

ltlO N T SERRA T. ld .. perforate d 12, with 
the "Inverted S." S . G. 13a. A brilliant 
mint cop y e x the F errari collection. One 
of onely fiv e known to exist. 

PER S I A . A possibly unique rarity In the 
1885 issu e . A used pair of the 5 shahi 
surcharged twice, with "18" and " 6." 
Both surcharges are g enuine (R. P. S. 
certificate), but see note aft e r No. 164 
in the Gibbons' Catalogue. 

S H ANGHAI . A set of official proofs and 
essays for the first issu e of 1865. 

S T RAITS SET T L EMENT S. Two very 
b eautiful covers of the first issu e 1 86 7, 
ove rprinted on India. 

A. E. HOPKINS 
3 George Street, Bath, England 
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Public Auctions 
Conducted at Regular Intervals. 

Catalogues on Request. 

Suitable Collection & Properties 
Wanted for Our Winter Sales. 

Our Monthly Bulletin 
Listing fine stamps at attractjve 

prices 

Singles-Sets 
New Issues-Special Bargains 

A Copy is yours for the asking. 

TIMES SQUARE STAMP CO., Inc. 
1480 Broadway, New York City 
l-
Free on Application 

B. & K. List No. 8 
S11ecial offers at reduced prices. 

Quotations for scarce s tamps . 
Price Lis t of King George Colonial 

I ssu es. 

\Vhatever your philatel'ic r equirem ents 
w e can be of a ssistance, and all serious 
collecto1·s should ge t in conununication 
with u s . \ Ve only send stamps a sk ed 
for and n eve r made unsolicited selec­
tions. All stamps subject to approval. 

PURCHASING 
W e a r e willing to buy outrigh t, a n d 
without de lay, a ll kinds of stamps w e 
can u se for stock. Intending sell ers 
should submit stamps, stat e price re­
quired , a nd can r e ly on prompt reply. 

Bridger & Kay,_ Ltd. 
170, Strand, London, W. C. 2. 

ENGLAND 
M. GALVEZ 
Cruz, 1, Madrid, 12, Spain 

Established in 1868. 

Ask for the Free Price Lis t of Sets of 

SPAIN 
AND 

SPANISH COLONIES. 

SEND US YOUR WANT-LISTS. 

We also have a large stock of 
many other countries. Send also 

your list of wants. 

We Do Not Send Approva l Invoices 
Only By \Vant List. " 

Price List s , Free on R equest. 

M. GALVEZ 
Cruz, 1, Madrid, 12, Spain 

 ·--- - -------- - - -------
MAJOR J. J. DARLOW, 
The Firs. Waxwell Lane 

Pinner, Middlesex. England 

PALESTINE and TRANS-JORDAN 
I DEAL only in these und hold the finest 
n1ul n1ost co1n11reJ1ens fve s tock in the 
whol e wor~d. During t h e las t year I h a ve 
purch ased two of the b es t collections in 
existence, numbering over forty thousand 
spec im e ns, a n d a t th e mom e nt I h ave : 

The "Hines," G ibbons Nos . 1-5 . Ove r 30 
Control b locks, Al8, B18a, C18, C18b a nd 
D18c, with 45 complet e u nbroke n sheets of 
t h e C1 8, tran sfer s D , F and G. 

1 .. t ( s mall) overprint. Complete p a n es 
a nd sheets with r econstructed se ttings of 
a ll t ypes, inc l uding the errors. 

3111., Inverted overprint. A mint block 
of four and a used singl e. 

Narrow s etting, Nos. 44-40. Unbroken 
a nd r econstructe d settings of a ll 3 values. 

4 th ove r1>rint, N o. 51). P erf. 14, 20p used. 
'-'Vntcrlo'v issu e , lm. , doube overprint, a 

mint block of 16 a nd two blocks of 4. 2p. , 
inverted overpr intt on e each unuse d and 
u se d on cover. 

T raus -Jo1·1h111, Fi r st iss n e. Practically 
compl ete sets of t ypes in a ll valu es , and 
both p e rforations, many compl e t e pan e s . 

I .ate r issu es. Al most e v e r ything, in clud­
ing e rrors; many in large blocks a nd 
some in compl e t e shee ts. 
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I Have a Number of 
Fine Selections of 

German States, France, Belgium, 
Austria, Netherlands and Other 

Early Europeans 
from the Dr. Stangebye Collection n ow 
ready for approval. 

·I ALSO HAVE FINE SELECTIONS OF 

Great Britain and Colonies, Early 
Brazil, Peru, etc. 

Let m e send you a select ion of your 
favorite country and we'll both b e 

satisfied. 

B. W. H. POOLE 
612 Washington Building 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
To Buyers or Sellers 

'Commission Service Only' 
A Service Rendered to Collectors 

To Buy Or Sell Stamps Through 

Auction 
or 

Private Sale 
If you have any stamps to sell we should 
like to serve you. If you would like to 
bu·y sta.mps let u s know your wants as 
we have va ried consignments on baud. 

Write for Booklet of particulars . 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., Inc. 
~~~ Room 1223 

580 5th Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Auction Service 
Monthly auction sales are being 
conducted by us on the West 
Coast. We have been able to of­
fer immediate action on all mate­
rial sent us, eliminating the de­
lay of crowded markets; and to 
realize prices on a par with the 
best. 

If you have high grade material 
to dispose of it will pay you to 
get in touch with us. 
Catalogue of current sales sent 
upon application. 

C. S. WATSON CO., INC., 
610 So. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
FRANK P. BROWN CO. 
44 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 

~~~ 
So111 e reasons " 'hY " 'e b elieve you '\Vill find 
it 1n:ofltable to become one of our custo-
1ue1·s: 

To Buyers: 
1. °\Ve have one of the best and finest ar­

rnn,;;ed s tocks in the country. 
2. Only very fine co1>les stocked and s u1•­

p0i e d at reasonable prices. 
3. 'Vant lists are solicited and 1,ro111utly 

attended to. 
4. Auctions lteld 1uontl1ly and cat. sent free 

on request. 

To Sellers: 
1. Our g·ener::l)1 bus iness e nables us to ban­

dJe your sta1u1•s in any 'yuy you 1•refer: 
Out1·ig;J1t purc]u1se, sale on co1111nission, 
or tl1rough our unctions. 

2 . Estnblisltcd b y Frank P. Brown in 1896 
the Jlrn1 is " ·hle ly kno\\·n throug hout 
the stnn111 " ·orld. 

Our r egular custo m ers sha r e in any spec­
ial purch ases w e make a nd often g et 

stamps well und e r t h e m a rke t price. 
Our Motto "Something for everybody" and 

. that son1etJ1ing "Sntisfnction." . 
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ST AMPS 
AT 

PUBLIC AUCTION 
U The buying (and selling) of stamps 

at 

Public Auction 
has increased trem endously in the 
past five years , so that now there are 
probably more stamps change hands 
that wa y than are sold b y all of the 
dealer s combined. 

U I have b een holding 

Monthly Sales 
for mo1·e than twenty years and 1ny 
experien ce in this line with the large 
list of buyers I have built up, enables 
m e· to offer a service second to none . 

U If you wish to r ealize Oil your Stamps 
to the best possible advantage, why 
not write m e ? 

~~~ B. L. VOORHEES 
7 So. Dearborn St. , Chicago, Ill. 
Collect Precancelled 
Stamps 

Get acqu:ilnted witl1 one of the linest bob­
bies in tile \Vor:cJ. If you collect · precnn­
ceJs you c ollect your O\\' JI country shunps. 
Try it, :uu.1 you " ' ill uot regTet it. 

GENERAL PRECANCEL PACRE'I'S 
Net 

100 all differen t precancels of perfo­
rated 12 and p e rforat ed 10 i t ems 
o nl y. This is a scarce packe t con­
t ain ing 1898, 1902, 1908 and issues 
t h ru the 1914-17 perf. 10. The 
catalog val u e is over $12.00 ..... $1.0 0 

100 all d iff e r e nt precance ls of the 
p e rf. 11 of th e 1911-22 issue . Tim e 
was w h e n t h e 1917 issu es were 
common, but they are not so p l e n ­
t iful now. V e ry pre tty packet 
cat. ove r $6.50 . . . . . . . . . . . . .65 

1 00 a ll d iffer e nt precancels of t h e 
1922-28 n e w s e r ies, incl u d ing o nly 
l oca l pr in tings. No B u r eau Pr in ts. 
T hi s packe t is fu ll of t hi ngs you 
w ill not h ave it . It catalogs ove r 
$5.75 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 

Suech1l Otfer-Th e se three packe ts, 
300 all d iff e r e nt, cataloging ove r 
$24.25, for ...... ....... ... . . . . . 1.85 
A1111rovnls That Will Plense You. 

ADOLPH GUNESCH 
"J ... :n·g;t•s t Precancel lfouse in U . S . A." 

~DS~ Estab l ish ed 1925 

971H Prnirie Ave., C h esterfield Stu. 
CHICAGO Il~ LINOIS 
ABYSSINIA 
1920-192'7 S u 1·cJ1arge,tJ. 

Se t of 17, u sed ... . . ... ...... . . .... ... 8/9 

Errors. 
D o u b le & in vert e d s u rch s .. from 3 / 9 each 

GREAT BRITAIN RARITY . 
One pe nny, Hou ses of Parli ament e n ve­

l ope, u sed 22 nd J an u ary, 184 0. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
6d. oc t ., s uperb u sed p a ir . . . .. . . .. £1 5 O 
4d. carmin e, m edium g a rter, white 

p aper, use d p a i r .. .. ... . ........ O 9 O 
4d. ver . p la t e 8, un used pair, imp ... 1 O O 
10 / - grey-green, wmk. c ross , fine 

u sed .... . ..... . . . . . ..... . .. 1 10 O 
£5 oran ge, fi n e postall y u sed cop y. 4 10 O 
T e legraph, 5 / - rose, p late 2, 15x 

15'h, very fi n e u sed .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 O 

CHINA: Sh ee t of 80 Postage D u e 'he. 
b rown, March 19 04 ... . ... . ....... 20/ -

FRANCE: S o uve ni r A l b u m 1929 Con ­
g r ess (5 1 s tamps t o 20frs., un used ) 32 / 6 

SALVADOR: M uni c i pal Fi scals, 19 19 
l e t o 1 p eso, se t of 6, u nused . . . . . . 1 / 6 

New Lists of Sets of Fisenls mul Te"e­
gra11hs, Etc., F1·ee on Reque st. 

WALTER MORLEY 
'' Cornaways, '' Riverhead, Kent. 

England. 
NEW ZEALANDS 
Scott 

188 2 Q u een s 'h d to 1 / - , 10 v a r .. $1.50 
19 09 E d wards, 9 var. . . . . . . . . . .90 
1915 George s, 20 var ....... . . . 1.00 
1919 V ic tory, 6 v a r ... . . . ...... 2.50 
1926 Exhi b itions, 3 var . ... . . .. 1.35 
Offic ia l s, 20 v ar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00 
Life Ins ura n ce D e partme nt 

Posta l s, 12 var. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 

PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Cooks & R a rotonga, 15 va r .. .....• . 
Fiji Islands % d to 1 / - , 18 var .. .. . . . 
Niue , 16 v a r. . . .. . . ......... ..... . . . 
P e nrhyn, 14 var ....... . . .. . . .. .. ... . 
Samoa , 25 v a r . .. ..... . ... .. . .. .. ..•.. 
Th e S e t of 88 British P ac ific I s lands 

f o r ... . .. . . .... . ... .. ...... . . • . 

LONG SETS 
N ew Zeala nd, 50 v a r ... . ......••.•.• 
N e w Zeala n d, 75 var .... .... . ...... . 
N ew Zeala nd, 100 var . . ... . .. . . . . .. . 
N e w Zeala nd Pi c t o ri a ls 'h d to 1/ -, 

40 var ... . ..... . .. ... ...... . ... . 
P ac ifi c Isl a nds, 25 va r ... . .. . . .. . .. . . 
Pacific I s la nds, 50 v ar .... . . . . ...... . 
Austra l ian Commonwealth, 30 var .. . 
Austra li a, 50 var . . ....... ... .. . .... . 
Aus tra lia, 100 var ...... . .... .. .. . .. . 
The S e t of 25 0 A ll Diffe r e nt N e w Z ea-

la nds, Australians a nd Islands for . 
PRICE LIST FREE. 

Net 
$ .60 

.30 

.35 
1.00 

.60 
1.25 

.50 

1.75 
.75 

2.50 
2.50 
2.00 

8.00 

.60 
1.25 
2.50 

2.00 
.50 

1.26 
.36 
.60 

1.00 

4.50 

WILCOX, SMITH & CO. 
Liverpool Str~t 

DUNEDIN, NEW ZEALAND 
Esta bli s h ed 45 y ears. 
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L

B. Gordon Jones 
(Coll. Club, N . Y.; #3 88 4 A. P . S ., e tc. ) 

8 Parkside 

Finchley, London, N. 3. 

Superb Approval Selections : 
Br. India, especially 18 5 4 
Indian Convention States, Chamba to 

Patiala, all issues, with most of the 
rare errors etc. 

Indian Feudatory States, native types, 
including the rare issues of Bhopal, 
Hyderabad, J a mmu-Kashmir, Jhind, 
Nepal, Sirmoor-Soruth, etc. 

Afghanistan, rare early issues , etc. 
Ceylon, "Pence" issues, etc. 
Br. Colonial "Specimen" rarities 

Wanted t o Buy 
Any Rare Stamps of the Gt•oups 

Mentioned Above. 

Price List on Application . 
Want Lists Filled at Low Prices. 
The Wonderful 
Old-Time Stock of 

W. S. LINCOLN 
is now being re-arranged, and 
new Stock Books will shortly be 
available in many countries. 
Meantime collectors interested, 
particularly in 

Fine Old Classic Issues 
are invited to intimate their in­
terests, which will be specially 
studied, and interesting pieces 
likely to suit them will, if de­
sired, be submitted on approval. 

W. S. LINCOLN 
2, Bolles Street, 

Oxford Street, London, England. 
The Balance of _the Edition 
of 

''.STOLEN 
ST AMPS" 

By DR. J. B RACE CHITTENDEN 

consisting of about 100 copies 
was left to Miss Mitzi Neumann, 
Secretary of the Collectors Club, 
who desires that every friend of 
Dr. Chittenden possess a copy. 

Originally published at $1.00, 
tliis balance is now offered for 
30c per copy. Every reader of 
the C. C. P. should own this in­
ten~sting book. 

Address Orders to 

M:n:ss MITZI NEUMANN 
51 West 48th St., New York City 
_-~~~~~~~~~--
WHEN A 

STAMP 

COLLECTOR 
begins to investigate this auction 

proposition the 

WOLSIEFFER 
AUCTION SALES 
secure another client. Hints to 
Auction Buyers free. Wolsief­
fer 's Approval Car ds 30c per 
dozen. Pocket Stock Book for 
duplicates 53c. each. 

P. M. WOLSIEFFER, 
Inventor of the "Approval Card" 

2147 North 21st St .. Phil ad e lphia, Pa. 
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OlJR 10th AUCTION 
February 5, 6, 7, 1931, at 2 P. M. 
U. S. Including Some Mint Sheets and a Very 

Fine Lot of Foreign Stamps 

USUAL ACME SERVICE 
If you have ·not yet had any dealings with us you 
are certainly losing some fine opportunities. 

Filling Want Lists Our Specialty 

COLLECTIONS W AN1"'ED 
FOR FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS 

If You Have Stamps to Auction Let Us Know 
Easy Terms Prompt Settlements 

Also Collections and Rare Stamps Bought Outright for Cash 

ACME STAMP COMPANY 

1480 Broadway 

LONGACRE BUILDIN~ROOM 703-4 

. I



WHAT 
Owing to the considerable amount - of time 

between the despatch and appearance of ad­

vertisements in this Journal it is only very in­

frequently that we are able to advertise specific 

Sales and then for the reader to write for Cata­

logues for us to send them and bids to reach 

us many weeks have necessarily elapsed. 

DO 
YOU 
WANT? 

We therefore request every serious American 

Collector to send us details of the Countries in 

which he is interested and we will mail him 

only such catalogues as are likely to contain 

lots of real interest. These are invariably is­

sued several weeks in advance of Sales - and 

there is ample time to mail Bids. 

The utmost care is taken in describing all 

properties offered and Postal Bidders may 

safely rely on Descriptions. Couple this with 

the fact that sooner or later everything_passes 

through auction and you will see the value of 

placing your name on our Catalogue Mailing 
"' List. May we hear from you? 

R.R. BARMER 
Philatelic Auctioneer, Expert and Valuer 

6, 7 & 8 OLD BOND ST., LONDON, W. 1, ENGLAND. 
CABLES1 "PHISTAMSEL-PICCY, LONDON" 
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.THEODORE:·:·, .CHAMPION 
lllXPERT Al!ITD PUBLISHER 

PARIS "'~l ,. '· .. ' I 13RUEDROUOT13 .~'· .. ' 1;1'1:'·:.", .. .1 PARIS 

I Recommend My Extensive Stock · . 
of stamps of ALL COUNTRIES to GENERAL' COLLECTORS and can supply any class of stamps 
from Medium Stamps to Rarities. All my 'stock consists of PICKED COPJES, in the finest possible 
condition and it is my Specialty to fill 
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WANT LISTS 
at substantial discounts off catalogue prices on receipt of first class references. During the past, I 
have been supplying a great many of the lea.ding Collectors, in all countries.-May I not have the 
pleasure to fill your wants as wellT-SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

I shall be pleased to send a copy of my BULLETIN MENSUEL which contains a list of first 
class copies at BARGAIN PRICES ON REQUEST. 

UIPORTA.NTI All Lettera to Fraaee CoatalnJns StamPll Maat 'Bear a Speelal 
C..toma Laltell We Will Faralala Theae oa Requfft. 
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