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POLPEX 94

In spite of the fact that we were, late i getting exhibitors, POLPEX
94 somehow turned out to be one of our better shows. The exhibition
committee expected more exhibits from out-of-town members; some can-
celled out at the last minute, However, an outstanding collection of Kos-
ciuszko material arrived from Poland, so fortunately our exhibition
included the philately of our threc themes: 50th Anniversaries of the
Warsaw Uprising and Battle For Monte Cassino, and 200th Aunniver-
sary of Kosciuszko's Victory at the Battle of Ractawice.

Among the exhibitors we had former soldiers who saw action in
the two World War II campaigns. Polonus members: Stanley Dobrzycki,
a Monte Cassino veteran, exhibited his Monte Cassino collection; Ted
Sokolowski, a Home Army veteran, exhibited his Warsaw Uprising col-
lection.

The Polpex Opening Ribbon Cutting Ceremony included (left to right): Stanley
Dobrzycki of the 3rd Carpathian Division; Stefan Czarniecki of the Pilots Associa-
tion; Ted Sokolowski of the Home Army Ass’n; Henryk Scigala of Polish Lancers
#12; Marian Czerniecki of Polish Air Force; Fred Szebel, Polpex Chairman; Roman
Skalacki of the 5th Kresowa Division and Roman Strzelecki, Polonus President.
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Thanks to mild March weath-
er, attendance was up this year.
The hall was filled with collectors
Friday and Saturday, and Sunday
seemed to be Family Day where
grandpa brought his grandkids to
show them some of Poland’s glo-
rious history thru philately.

We even had some dealers
cancel out at the last minute but
thanks to our extensive brochure
mailing, the bourse was most suc-
cessful. Many dealers are looking
forward to attending next year’s
show. The Polish American Nu-
mismatic Ass’n participated with
exhibits of Home Army Badges
and Medals and Poland’s History U.S. Postal Station at Polpex 94 was
on Medals. capably managed by Sharron Thompson

The previously mentioned anniversarics were honored at POLPEX
94 with three special beautiful postmarks, that were designed by our
member from California, the prominent artist Leon Kawecki.

In this Bulletin we added our illustrated price list of our traditional
souvenirs of Polpex 94 and would like to encourage our members to
buy and collect these interesting and unusual items.

—Roman Strzelecki

MILWAUKEE POLISH FEST

The 13th Annual Polish Fest on Mil-
waukee’s waterfront is celebrating old world
traditions with some new ideas for 1994.
Throughout the three days, June 24th to
the 26th, patrons can participate in several
events which exemplifies the heart of Po-
~=  lish Heritage.

I 1TQA 19 This year the Fest isl i::;:ndingh;o hand
of friendship to its Slo neighbors in
9 USH FEST 94 honor of their newly gotten independence.
Although they came from different coun-
tries, the Slovak and Polish Communities
share similar traditions. This is the same
theme that Polpex 93 commemorated.

The Polish American Stamp Club of
Milwaukee will have a booth at the Fest.
They are sponsoring a set of three souvenir
postal cards for all three days of the Fest

with three different cachets honoring the
{UNE 26,1994 3 50th Anniversary of the Battle For Monte
Cassine. A set of three costs $2.00. Send check or cash with stamped
self-addressed envelope to: Polish American Stamp Club, Box 1920,
Milwaukee, WI 53201. —Roman Strzelecki
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POLONUS PHILATELC SOCIETY

POLPEX 1994

MARCH 18-20 NILES, IL
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POLPEX 94 SOUVENIRS

1944-1994
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
POLPEX 1994

MARCH 18-20 NILES, IL

SET of 3 COVERS with 3 DIFFERENT CANCELLATIONS $3.00
SET of 3 SOUVENIR SHEETS with descriptive folder $2.00
PROGRAM CATALOG $1.00

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
" P.O. BOX 458 — BERWYN, ILLINOIS 60402-2944
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Krakow Postal History
Before 1918

By JANUSZ ADAMCZYK

(Translated from Polish by Stanlcy Kronenberg)
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE)

The onset of the 20th century brought further innovations. Among
others envelopes came out with imprinted stamps as prepayment of post-
age, made to order by institutions and companies in Krakow.

In 1918, Krakéw was honored by being one of
tht first towns in the world to have official civilian
airmail service. On March 31, 1918, Krakéw became
connected by an air line with Vienna and Lwéw and
later with Budapest through Vienna.

Letters forwarded and mailed in Krakéw and
franked with the Austrian airmail stamps, received
a special postmark with the text: “Airmail” in Po-
lish and German (photograph No. 27).

The connection with the besieged
Fortress of Przemy$l was by air. The
first flight on November 23, 1914, the Fhegerpost Prremysi
third and fourth on December 26th, 1915
1914, and the eighth on February 7th,

1915, ended in Krakéw {(photo 28).

During World War I, the partitioners of Poland, who found them-
selves in opposing military blocks, gave our country the chance to win its
independence.

On August 6th, 1914, the First Company of Riflemen of the Polish
Legion departed Krakéw on orders from Commander Jozef Pitsudski and
crossed the partition border at Michalowice. On the same day, the Rifle-
man Supply Command in Krakéw opened the first fieldpost whose purpose
was the exchange of correspondence of the riflemen with their families.
The need for this was caused by success on the
SIRZ LECKA K ONENDA ETApowa| front lines: on August 7, Milgc?éw was taken

: and already on August 12th, Kielce.

pOgcia pogs The organizer and first commander of the
field Post was rifleman Dzwonkowski (pseudo-
nym: “Skierka”.) The post was located in a store at 6 Dunajewskiego St.
(currently the 1st of May St.) and then moved to a place in a house on
the corner of Jagiellofiska and Saint Anne Streets. The main depository of
the riflemen’s field post was manned by six postal workers in addition to
their commander and by two curriers. The depository in Krakéw collected
letters for the soldiers on the front and dispatched them via their curriers
to auxiliary field post depositories in Miechéw and Jedrzejow. The mail
of the Legion field post was imprinted with a rubber stamp which gave
it a military character and relieved the military from paying postage.
(There were two rubber stamps with the same woirding and basic shape
which differed from each other by the shape of the lettering). Beside Kra-
kéw, the rubber stamps of this fieldpost were used in Jedrzejow and in
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Kielce. The main depository in Krakéw distributed also postal cards and
other forms of the fieldpost and also stamps and labels for charity (photo-

graph No. 29).
%ﬁ%

During World
7.VI 15 8 N.

I, Krakéw was
m‘zﬂ ks

the main base for
the Austrian Wista
S|
/”

River Fleet which
had an organized
field post on its
ships. Postmarks
of this post are
exceptionally rare
philatelic objects
(photo No. 30).

The above dis
cussed postmarks
do not exhaust
the postal docu-
mentation from
the World War 1
period but they
represent items
of the highest
philatelic as well
as historic value.

On November
11, 1918, Poland regained her independence. The post which functioned
in Krakéw after this date was forced by necessity to keep Austrian stamps
in circulation. To counteract this and simultaneously to issue quickly Po-
lish stamps consid-
ering the lack of
(technical) possibi-
lities, it was de-
cided to overprint
Austrian stamps
in Krakéw: “Pocz-
ta Polska.” These
stamps destined
for the previously
Austrian partition
are called accord-
ing to their place
of issue: “The
Krakéw Issue.”
Issued on January 10, 1919, these stamps were used until their supply be-
came exhausted. (photograph No. 31).

With this ends this concise sketch of the postal history in Krakéw
until the beginning of 1919. The other purpose of this work is to inventory
the postal markings known (and discovered) so far, which were used by
the posts in Krakéw. The pioneering character of this work thus consists,
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to some extent, in connecting the history of our town with the history of
its post and its philately.

Being emotionally connected with Krakéw as its native and a philat-
elist at the same time, T would like to thank the Historical Museum of
the City of Krakoéw for its inspiration to create this work and for finding
it worthy of being published.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTE:

PRINTED SOURCES:

1. “Journal of Laws of the Kingdom of Poland” from the year 1817.

2. “Journal of the Government of the Free City of Krakéw and its Surroundings”
years: 1816, 1820, 1823, 1824-1827, 1830-1831, 1834.

3. ""Postal Regulations for the Duchy of Warsaw'’, Warsaw 1809.

LITERATURE:

1. Przemystaw Dabkowski, ‘‘Rys urzadzen pocztowych w dawnej Poisce”,

Krakéw 1903.

2. Jan Dudzirski, “"Poczta Polowa Legionéw’, Bialystok, 1938.

3. Wilhelm Klein, “Die postalischen Abstempelungen und andere Etwertungsarten
auf den &sterreichischen Postwertzeichen-Ausgabe 1867, 1883 und 1890",
Wien, 1967.
. Wiadystaw Kowarczyk, ‘‘Poczty Wojskowe', Kolomyja, 1936.
. Stanistaw Mikstein, “Pieczecie Pocztowe na Zjemiach Polskich w XVIII wieku™
Biatystok, 1939.
. Edwin Miller, “Handbruch der Entwertungen von Gsterreich und Lombardei-
Venetien auf den Freimarken-Ausgabe 1850-1864", Wien, 1961.
. Edwin Miller, “Handbook of the pre-stamp Postmarks of Austria",

New York, 1960.

6
7
8. Wiadyslaw Namyslowski, '‘Poczta Wolnego Miasta Krakowa', Krakéw, 1913.
9
0
1

[ -

. Wiodzimierz Polanski, “'Jak przewozono poczte polska w dawnych czasach”,
Torus, 1925.

. Aleksander S$niezko, “Dawne pieczecie pocztowe”, Wroclaw, 1962.

. Ludwik Steinbach, “'Austriacka Poczta w obu Galicjach i w Bukowinie w latach
1772-1822", Wroctaw, 1963.

12. Ludwik Steinbach, “Podrecznik przed-filatelistycznych pieczatek pocztowych

Galicji i Bukowiny w latach 1772-1850", Wroclaw, 1962.
13. Rudger Wirth, “Der Sonderpoststempel Gsterreich’, Wien, 1867.

WORKS BY JANUSZ ADAMCZYK:

1. “Die preussische Post in Freistadt Krakau'', Sammler Express, No. 5/1973.

2. "Stemple pruskiej poczty w Wolnym Mieicie Krakowie”, Filatelista, No. 19/
1974, p. 432-435.

. “Znaki pocztowe stosowane w Krakowie w latach 1850-1919", Filatelista,

No. 3/1981, p. 59-61.

‘Poczta Piesza Wolnego Miasta Krakowa'', Filatelista, No. 18/1984, p. 427-428.
“Poczta Wolnego Miasta Krakowa stosowala stemple pocztowe', Filatelista,

Nr. 2171985, p. 484-485.

. Essential examinations and determinations based on postal material accu-
mulated in own philatelic collection.

—

w

o ok

Translated from Polish by STANLEY KRONENGERG.

-~ The original work appeared in the book: “NR. 16 - KRZYSZTOFORY — Zeszyty
Naukowe Muzeum Historycznego Miasta Krakowa', Krakéw, 1989.
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POLISH ZIP CODE NUMBERS

The “Postal Communiques” (Pocztowe Komunikaty) published by
the Polish Scout Posts (Poczta Harcerska Z.H.P.) gave a map and list of
Polish postal Zip Code numbers in the November issue, #11, 1993, p. 7.
The code was introduced ‘n Poland in 1973.

The Zip Code numbers are the standard 2 -+ 3 digits, whare the
first two stand for district and zoae, and the next three give the local
designations, following the UPU practice.

P.S. There are over a hundred :cout postal units in Poland sponsored
by scout councils.

0. Warszawa 00-001 to 00-999
1. Olsztyn 10-001 to 10-999
2. Lublin 20-001 w0 20-999
2. Kielce 25-001 to 25-999
3. Krakow 30-001 to 31-999
3. Rzeszow 35-001 to 35-999
4. Katowice 40-001 to 40-999
4. Opole 45-001 to 45-999
5. Wroclaw 50-001 to 54-999
6. Poznan 60-001 to 61-999
6. Zielona Géra 65-001 to 65-999
7. Szczecin 70-001 to 71-999
7. Koszalin 75-00- to 75-999
8. Gdansk 80-001 to 80-999
8. Bydgoszcz 85-001 to 85-999
9. ¥odz 90-001 to 90-999
1. Biatystok 15-001 to 15-999

—Submitted by EDWARD D. WOLSKI

ON THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS

A
POLISH AMERICAN HERITAGE EXHIBITION
CO-SPONSORED BY
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
AND
POLISH AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION
WILL BE HELD

Friday, OCTOBER 7th, thru Monday, OCTOBER 31st, 1994

POLISH MUSEUM of AMERICA
- 984 North Milwaukee Avenue - Chicago, lllinois
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STAMP MARKET TIPS

By JOHN G. ROSS
Reprinted from LINN'S STAMP NEWS with permission

For a short while after the end of World War II, Poland again be-
came an independent republic. The people tried hard to rebuild their
country, but in a few years Poland became part of the communist bloc.

In October 1946, Poland issued a set of semipostal stamps and a
souvenir sheet with a hefty surtax to raise money for educational work
and the International Bureau of Education. These stamps were printed
by Courvoisier, the Swiss printing house. The souvenir sheet, Scott no.
B49Bc, had a printing of only 27,000.

For many years, Scott catalog editors did
not list this set because at the time of issue
most of the printing was cold to dealers in the
United States. But quite a few souvenir sheets
must have been sold at the post office in War-
saw. Over the years, I have acquired guite a
few souvenir sheets used on registered covers
from Poland to the United States.

Scott lists the souvenir sheet and prices
it at $315 in unused, hinged condition. Deal-
ers in Europe looking for the sheet are paying
close to $170 for it.

Poland’s 1946 semipostal

souvenir sheet issued to be-
nefit education includes three
stamps of this design. The
souvenir sheet had a printing

Poland’s economy has been improving
slowly since its independence. Once the coun-
try is back on its feet, I am certain demand
for the sheet is going to be strong. There just
aren’t that many over there.

of only 27,000.

Most sheets are in the United States, and
I think dealers in Europe soon will start buying them up. Prices should
rise considerably. This is a good time to buy the Education sheet.

Mieszkanicy Kamiennej, malego przystanku na trasie kolejowej z Dabro-
wy Bialostockiej do Augustowa, znajdowali od pewnego czasu lezace
wzdtuz toréw kawalki kopert, zdjeé¢ oraz listéw nadsylanych z Ameryki.

Za przesylki odpowiada Urzad Przewozu Poczty. Wiadnie trzech
pracownikow firmy aresztowata w Suwatkach policja pod zarzutem nisz-
czenia listéw. W trakcie aresztowania byli mocno pijani. Do wyjaénienia
sprawy przyczynit sie sokista obserwujgcy na trasie Biatystok-Suwalki,
z wagonu osobowego, pocztowy ambulans. Zauwazyl owego dnia, Ze na
przestrzeni ok. 20 km, od stacji Sidra do stacji w Jastrzebnej, kto§ wy-
rzuca listy z ambulansu. Zawiadomit policje i doprowadzil do areszto-
wania trzech pijanych warszawiakéw konwojujacych tego dnia ambulans.
Listy przyszty wiasnie z Ameryki.

Ile dolar6w kradna z listdbw osoby, ktére maja je nam dostarczyé,
nie dowiemy sie nigdy, tak jak nie dowiemy sie, ile prawdy jest w umie-

--szczanych na kopertach napisach — “list uszkodzony za granica.”
—Jacek Adamski
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SOLIDARITY STAMPS

The Royal Philatelic Society of
Canada will have copies of the
“Canadian Philatelist” containing
the article on Solidarity stamps.
Issue #259, Nov.-Dec., 1993, The
cost is $5.00 each (Canadian).
Order from: The Royal Philatelic

Society of Canada

P.O. Box 929, Station “Q”

Toronto, Ontario M4T 2P1

Canada

—Joshua Hodgson

NEW MEMBERS
Frank M. Wiatr, #1448
53 Bittersweet Hill
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Scott Marasak, #1449
1110 Dunhagan Place
Cary, NC 27511
Thaddeus J. Maczynski, #1450
9433 N. Greenwood Drive
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Leszek Kowalczyk, #1451
2909 N. Central Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60618

BULLETIN PRICES
We have received inquiries on
the cost of back issues of the Po-
lonus Bulletin, At a recent Board
Meeting it was stated that the cost
per Bulletin is $2. An order for 25
or more: $1.00 each plus shipping.
A complete set #1-460 costs $295
plus shipping. Write Polonus, P.O.

Box 458, Berwyn, IL 60402,

be directed to the President.
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elic Society.
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Annual Dues which include a subscription to the Bulletin are $16.00 (LS.
currency only) and should be sent to Polonus Treasurer, Stefan Czarniecki,
1511 South 59th Ave., Cicero, IL 60650. Membership Dues are payable by
December 31st, for the next calendar year. New members will receive all the
‘Bulletins’ for the year in which they join. Changes of address, problems with
receiving the Bulletin, should be addressed to: Polonus Philatelic Society,
P.O. Box 458, Berwyn, IL 60402. General matters pertaining to the Society,
contribution of articles for the Bulletin, complaints or other matters should

The Polonus Philatelic Society is a Not-for-Profit Organization incorporated
in tHe State of lllinois (1939). The opinions expressed by authors of articles
appearing therein, do not necessarily reflect the views of the Polonus Philat-
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POLAND’S NEW
PHILATELIC MAGAZINE
A new Polish language Philat-
elic magazine was issued in early

1994 - “Filatelista Polski”, with

the cooperation of “Wielkopolski

Klub Filatelistow™. It is well pre-

sented with many illustrations in

color. Featured is an article show-
ing all foreign stamps issued dur-

ing POLSKA 93.

Published by:

Dr. Maciej Roman Bombicki
Polski Dom Wydawniczy
“Fawica”
ul. Miynska 3
61-729 Poznan, Poland
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