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BRAZIL 

The ETA Company Air ~fail Stamps 
(San. ros. 301-305) 

By ZORA:\ ~l~ITCH • 

A law of 1920 established the air mail service m Brazil. But only by the statute of 
:\ I arch 27. 1927 was chis first legislation put in to effect. The means used b} Brazil to 
inaugurate its air mail service is perhaps different than that used by other countries. 

The Government authorized the Aviation Companie., non-government enterprises 
operatinl? within Brazil. to is ue pecial air mail stamps to pay for the extra air mail 
ervice. The public usinl? the air mail service was obliged to pay both the national postaj?e 

rate for letters plu~ the air post rare. which was considered an extra tax. 
It ma)' be for these reasons that "the Scott Catalogue" does not lis t these Brazil air 

mails, considering them of a private nature.•• But other cataloj!s do. The stamps 
described a re listed as anabria ~os. 301-5: Yvert 1-5 and .\lichel E-1-5. 

\Vhen air mail ''as e tablished in Brazil, there were three Aviation Companies 
f)perating and authorized to issue special stamps fo r air post. Tht:}' were 1) Syndicato 
Kondor, 2) Varig ••• and 3) the ET .A Co. ETA is the abbreviated name for "Empresa 
de Transporres Aereos''. 

The first issue of the ETA tamps appeared on June 19, 1929. They were i sued in 
.;mall sheets of 16 ({ x {) with the following denominations-200. 1000. 2000 and 5000 
reis. The first issue was printed on thick paper with yellowish gum and with dean 11 0 
perforations ( See Fig. 1 ). Ar the rime of this issue. the air rate for a letter was 200 reis. 

On ~ovember 28, 1929 a new denomination was added to the set with the same 
design and also printed in sheets of fou r stamps. Bur this new 300 rci• appeared in small 
•heets that were not perforated on all sides. (Sec FiJ!. 2). Thus sin,:de copies of the 
300 reis are found with two straiJ?ht edge~. 

The owner of the ETA Company in order to improve the appearance of the stamps 
ordered a nC\\ issue. Ho" ever, the printer did not follow the orders but printed all five 
denominations on one sheet. ( cc FiJ?'. 3). The paper now used was a thin, transparent 
one and the !?Um was white. 

The ETA Company refused to accept rhc new stamps as printed and requested that 
the job be done over a{!ain. The printer, in order not to lose money on the order. now 
furnished miniatu re sheets of 16 omewhar like the first except that he cut our the last 
row with the four 300 reis stamp$ (see Fig. {) and then made a new block of four sheet 
with only the 300 rci . (Fig. 2). 

The heets comprisin{! the First t ~sue has on the lower part a perforated lar1?e white 
margin. Fij?'. 1 shows where the four ed~cs of the ~heer are not perforated. The sheets 

• \ Ir. Ninitch is the editor of "lira.ii Filuelico", official rublicntion of "The Clube Filatelico do 
Rru il", one of the lnr~ut philatdic clubs in South Amoricn. 

The folio" ini: article wa. publishod in Portu~ue•e in the "Hrn1il f'ilnttlico" No. 8 t . December, t9-'8. 
The author ha. tromlntcd it iuto En!!li1h for c<clu'" e publicotion in Tll E ,\REO l'H I LATELIST 
•\NNALS. 

•• ( EJ11or' 1 S otr ) It can be point rd out thnt 1rnrtine "ith the ICJSi edition. " The con Standard 
Poi!R.lle Stamp Cataloi:ue" liated Colombia's French and cndu Company air mail 11nmp1 and in 19;8 
added those from Ecuador. 

••• ~e AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS \ 'ol. Ill, No. 3. 
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BRAZIL- 1958 EXHIJJITIO ' 

o f the econd Issue lacks the perfor a ted ma rgin on the low er pa re ( Fig . .i. ). Thus w e 
find cha t the stamps come in the folio\\ ing way. 

T he 200 and 300 reis cannot ex ist perfo ra ted on all four sides. The 1000, 2 000 and 
5000 come cwo ways. Two ramp~ from each sheet of 16 come pe rforated all a round, 
but che o the r two are pe rforated on three sides only. 

T he 300 rcis can he found in diffe rent forms. Those from the Second Issue, tha t 
w ere cue away by the printe r, differ from chose he printed separately in a block of four. 
The forme r a re per fora ted on thret! sides. bu t the la tter on only two. 

The ' econd l s uc was also printed diffe rently. They were fi rs t done in complete 
sheer~ of ~o (8 x 5). These complete sheets do not exist , because they were cut into 
trips of live for s ale. Even this econd Issue in str ips of five is sca rce, and very few 

now e'i•c in collections, even in Brazil. ~l ulcipl e pieces o f the ETA Company stamps 
are seldom seen, and some of the most famous Brazilian air ma il collection , when old 
at auct ion, disclche how little of the ETA Company stamps in blocks or strips existed . 

T he total quantity issued of hoth i"sues w ere 26oo min iature shee t of 16 with the 
fou r denomina t ions and 2000 blocks of fou r with the 300 reis. 

The engraving was done by the Brazi lian ~lint :ind the print ing by the Typografia 
V ill asboa" Ltd . nf Rio de Ja nei ro. The fi rst sheets \\ ere rouletted. But this proved 
impract ical a" it was very d ifficult to ~eparate the tamps. Afterw ards they were 
perforated. 

1958 CO~ VENTIO A TO EXHIBITION 

Plans vVell Along 

ince the decision w as made last winter to s tage in October. 1958 an Exhibition at the 
Xa tional Philatelic ~ l u~eum and hold a three-day Convention f rom O ctober 10 th ru 12 

in P hiladelphia. Pa., plan" ha \•e been proj! re,~ing most ~at isfactorily. The voluntary wo rk 
beinJ? done by the Philadelphia and '.\ e\\ York member• will pay dividends. assu ring a 
great ~ucces .. 

Chapte r :\ o. 5 of Philadelphia. Pa. has been meeting every month, makinJ! all nece -
sary arrangements for st aJ!inJ! the E, hihicion as w ell as planninJ! for a mo t hospitable 
reception for all. 

Al•o the Directo rs of AERO P ll t LATEl.IST's have been meetinJ? once a month- the fi rst 
time Ju rin)! the summer months-recei\'ing repo rts from Philadelphia. ~l ore t rophies 
and prins have been promiseJ. Each section w ill have a trophy fo r the best , a placquc fo r 
t st prize. medals and ce rti fica tes. T he re I \ ill be rwo classes-one for those collection 
ha\•ing J!ained a \\' ards in mce rnationnl c:1. hihitions and those th at have not. 

Co-Chairmen H iJ!ginbotham and ~I e~d report an unusual amount of advance intere c, 
includinJ! inquiries from foreiJ?O memher~. H onorar)' Chairman, J ohn J. Britt , p romi~es 
that the E'hibit ion \\'ill be as J?reat as f1 rernst . H e repo rts that alreadr more th an o 
membe r~ have signified thei r intent ion of c' hibit in!?. 

\\' ith all these promisinl! repo1 t>, a plea is made aJ!;tin for all members not only to 
exhibit but a lso to plan to pe rsonally come to Philadelphia on O ctober 10. 1958. The 
Prospectui. of the E\hibi tion will be in your hand• shortly, so it is advisable th at you do 
not delay making your entry and re,e rvat ion. 

For further info rma tion, please contact : 

:I rro P/i ilotrlist A 11110/s 

RAY) IO"D i'\ . Yo :sc, urt'fary 
1958 Convention 
9 09 W est Lehigh Avenue 
Philadelphia 33, P a. 
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VE EZUELA 

The 2 Bs. of The 1937 Resellado With Triple Overprint 
(Sanabria · o. 156b) 

By HEXRY KRADIER 

Those readers, who recall the c"cellent series of articles on the air mail stamps of 
Venezuela by our Editor, H en ry ~I. Goodkind, that appeared in the former " Aero l'liilat­
elist's Nrws" in 1952, will remember all the interes tinj! detail behind the 1937 Regular 
Air ~Ja il I ue. Thi was printed in Ital) and the P ostal Officials of \' enezuela were far 
from sa tisfied with the results or the handhnJ! of the stock by the Italian printer. There­
fo re. as :\1 r. Good kind explained, the remaining suppl)• of this set were ordered shipped 
to Venezuela and a ll surcha rJ?ed " Rescllado/ 1937-1938". This urcharging was done in 
\ ' enczuela. 

Some errors in the surc.:ha rJ!e are known to have come on the philatelic market. The 
2 8 . denomination is cataloged by Sanabria with three errors in the overprint. 

At a 1957 auction of a well-kno'' n air mail collection. I was an unsuccessful bidder 
fo r 1hc variety of the 2Bs. with double overprint ( an. 1 6a) . A collector attendinJ? this 
'>a le and knowinj? of my extensive c.:ollec1ion of \ ' enczuela ai r mails wonde red wh)' I did 
not buy this double overprint. ~ly reply w as that I owned a copy with a TR I PLE over­
print ( an. I 56b). 

Illustrated i an enlargement of the cop} in my collection. Ir is taricelled no doubt 
~howing u e in the mail . The date of the cancellation is December 18, 1937, which i 
incidenta lly the second day when these urchargc~ wen.· placed on sale. One "ill note my 
copy has a clear double impression of the surcharj!e and one faint third impression . l\ly 
investigations di closed that this is the only copy so far found with a triple overprint. 

Pltotograf'lt b) Boutrtl/1 
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UNITED STATES 
RF ( French ) Markings 1944-45 

On Air Mail Stamps and Stationery 

PART Ill (Conclusion) 

(Continued From Vol. V Page 121) 

By H ENRY i\I. GOODK I ·o 

Doubtful RF Covers 

Having dealt with the questionable unused material, now a large assortment of RF 
"covers" are discussed , because there was something about each one that caused all, who 
examined them, to raise a question if they were legitimately used. A great variation was 
found. Some of these RF covers gave indications of going through the mails. How­
ever, 1heir u e did not seem to be proper. A ccond group of covers may have done postal 
duty, but it was meaningless as far as the RF overprint was concerned. A third type of 
cover seemed to be a fake b)' all tests. All such covus are unaddressed, and usually the 
RF overprint will be shown to be counterfeit. Thus the doubtful covers fall into the 
follo\\ ing three general categories: 

1. Postally used, but 1101 by French :\'a val per onnel. 
2. Postally u ed, but with unidentified RF marking. 
3. l'ot genuine covers. 

a. addressed 
b. unaddres ed 

1. PostallJ' Uud, /Jut Not By Frr11clt Nat1al Forces 

One must know certain circumstances about the mail that was overprinted RF. 
These salient matters must be under tood : 

a) The RF was applied only in 19++ and 19+5 at the naval bases, or on ship 
operating in or around :\'orth Africa. There is no record of an)' mail from Eurore ever 
being overprinted RF. 

b) Onl)• the mail of the French Kavy using American air mail facilities had to be 
identified. 

c) All mail had to be censored. 
d) RF overprints were used only for nir mail to the United States and Canada, no 

other destination. 
Before discussing some cover that are questioned. allow us to how what happened 

to air mail letters to America after one in the French Nav)' left :-\orth Africa, and 
transferred to Europe. Fig. ++ shows a cover from France. Both the ender and 
addressee arc well-known to students of RF material. ln fact, the writer' very first RF 
covers. which were mentioned previous!)• as being found in 19++. are from the "~l r~ . 
l\ I ackay" correspondence. There were nine " ::\ Jackay" covers in the total lot examined. 
Fig. ++ shows exactly what happened after thi correspondent with ;\ J rs. ;\ Jaclrny was 
stationed in France. The U. S. air mail stamp could do no postal duty. It has been 
cro sed out with ink. Instead three 1.5ofrs. French postage stamps carried this letter, 
which came b)• surface, not air mail, to ~ rn· York. This clearly indicate that already 
by November, 19++ one stationed in France, bu t not now attached to the U.S. ' avy, were 
no longer afforded our Armed Forces mailing privileges. 

11 tro P hilatrlist A 11110/1 7 



RF Of'ERPRl~'T 
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Fig. 44. A most revealing cover from "The Mrs. HelE:n Mackay" corre.pondence, the very 
first "RF'" covers seen by the writer Here the French nurse had re1..irned io France and the 
U S. air mail servrce could not be used as shown. !Stanley R. Rice col :ection 1 

Fi(!. +5 is frum the well-knim n " Ropa r~ " of Ph iladelphia. P a. correspondence. ~! rs. 
Rupar~· cuveh from the ubmarinc ·· Le Cenrnurc" arc an important part of the RF 
overprints. Tlw1c were 16 cover~ with variou~ r~pcs of RF initials. (~ee Fig. 39) . fig. +5 

Fig . 45. U. S. air mail from Toulon in June 19'!5 w ithou t an " RF" overprint. !Donald W . 
Phrpps collection I . 

8 July, 1958 



RF Of' ER.PRINTS 
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Fig. 46 lTopl . An unident1f1ed Type of "RF" with "APO" cancellation and French postage 
stamps. (Richard E. Samek collection l . 

Fig. 47 l Bottom I. A cover in the same handwriting as Fig. 46. Also with an unidentified "RF" 
and "'APO' ' cancel. The return address is noted "Italian. " No "RF" overprints are known 
from Italy and also from one with the U. S. Army. !Richard E. Samek collEctionl . 

i from the same French sailor. wl:o \\·as aboard "L e Cencaure··. but now on June 2+ 
194 • is scationed in Toulon. France with the following return address on the back,­
" .\J ilitarr Detachment to the Commission of Railroad Terminals". :"\ otice the 6c. •. 
ai r mail stamp has 110 RF overprint. Thus Figs. 44 and 4 • show how air mail to 
America was handled after the French :'\ aval personnel were transfe rred irom :'\orth 
Africa to Europe. and were cu t off from . air mail se rvices. 

a) TJPn St111. "r" a11d " i" ( Fiqs. +6 and -17). 

everal RF special ists have classified the "Rf" on Fig. 46 as anabria Type "e". This 
writer shows a genuine Type "e" hy fig. 18. In the enti re lot of covers examined nothing 
exactly like the RF marking on Fig. 46 has eve r hecn found. Furthermore, notice the 
cancellation reads "A PO" (Army Post Office). while there a re also two French postage 
stamps affi'\etl. One is the r . ofrs. " Petain", the othe r the French ·cs. of the . S. Occu­
pation Forces. ince all this indicates origin from Europe, not '.'orth Africa, while the 
sender is with the U. . Arm)', not the French :\ avy, Fig. 46 shows an item that docs 
not srnnd up as legitimate use of RF O\'erprints. 

11 ero P /iilatelist A 11110/s 9 



RF Of?ERPRINTS 

As for Fil?. 47, this is from the same correspondent as shown by Fig. 46. H erc too 
the type is unknown, not corrcspondinl? to any cx:1mincd. ome classed this as San. Type 

1 • But it is far different from the j!enuine Trpe 9 as found on Fig. 10 or C\•en our 
new T ype 10. The use, just as with Fil?. 46, is from Europe ( hair) and with APO 
cnncels; it cannot be. 

M.•rd Stem 
87 laa1au Street 

l"w York Ci t7 
U.S.A. 

Fig. 48. An unidentified " RF" overprint only found on mail like shown on Figs. 49 and 50 or 
illustrated 1n advertisement in "Stamps" I May 1 8, 1946 page 297 I. No rrall examined 
from French Naval personnel used an overprint resembling this. I Richard E. Samek 
collection). 

2. Postnlly Uud But ll ' it/J l.i11ifit.11tifir1/ RF Type 
( an. T ype "m", Scott C~l 5, C~h. 3) 

A numhcr of covers were examined with an. Type ''m" cote Type "e" (Toulon }. 
Of all the j?enuine covers from the French "aval Forces in :-.:orth Africa examined. not 
our had an overprint resemblinl? an. T}'PC "m" or Cott Type "e". Every cover seen 
\\ ith this Type is of the style hown in Figs. 48 and 4g-all addresses typewritten on the 

IHH Id& l!erenholtz 
395 Ocean ATenue 

l!roo~;,n 

lr. T. 
U.S.A . 

Fig. 49. The unidentified San. Type " m". Scott Type "e" overprint. The letter enclosed is 
not from one in the French Navy. (Richard E. Samek collection). 

10 111/y, 1958 



RF O/'ERPRINTS 

AIR6 

Fig. 50. No verification can be found that anyone with the French Navy had the provisional 
&: on 2c: air mail envelope. Nor has any such postal stationery been seen used by the French 
Forces. Also The RF overprint cannot be identified. (john J. Britt collect1onl. 

same machine and addressed moscly to a very well-known :\ew York scamp fi rm, or it.> 
propriecors. Different From all the French :\ aval mail , the e covers have no sender' 
address or rank on either the front or back. However, the)' are all with French censor 
marks, and give some indication of having passed through the mails. l\lost all these 
covers like those hown in Figs. +8 and +9 are cancelled July 3, 19+5 (a few August 2). 
Some of the envelopes still had the lette rs endo ed. All contained the same laconic note 
- "With compliments", plus the signatute of a per on known in l'\ew York philatelic 
circles. This is far different from the letter. written by French sailors, that happened 
to have been left in RF covers the writer examined. 

Also, thi Type anabria "m", Scott "e'' has been found on many different forms of 
unused material, includinj! full sheets and complete booklet panes of three, plus various 
air mail posral stationery including the 19+5 Provisional one (Scott UC8). In 111/ the 
Fre11rh correspo11dmr:e, 110/ one pieu uf /J1JSl11/ st11tio11ery w11s /01111d 11si119 this 19./5 Pro­
'llisio1111/ 111rcl111rge (Scott UCB). Thus, the Provisional 6c. air mail urcharged envelope 
with RF is difficult to explain. Fij?. 50 illustrates the onl)' condition the writer ha seen 
of such envelopes with T~•pe "m", Scott •·c' '. all being uncancelled and unaddressed. 

Fig. +8 how one of the 6c. air mail booklet stamps used on a cover. A booklet stamp 
le16rimatcly used by the French must be eAceedinj?ly rare. In all the Fn11di N a'lla/ co'lltrS 
uaminttl, tht tvriter /01111tl 011/y 011e hr,oklet stamp u•ith Ty/JI' 3 ( Fiir. 38). Althouirh the 
stamp is not tied to the cover, many similar covers exist from " La Toulonnaise" to " .\I rs. 
O. B. Kluj!" in :"\ormandy . .\ lo. Incidentally, this " Kluj?" correspondence is the only 
one found to destinations other than East Coast cities in America. 

There is another matter about the Type ( anabria " m", Scott "e") RF overprint 
that seems to cla it differencly from all the others. Clo.el)• studyinl! this type on a full 
mint sheet. as well as on ome covers and postal stationery along with many individual 
s tamps and booklet panes, a samene in the appearance was noticed by tho e specialisb 
'''orkinl? with the writer. 

All the other RF overprints (Type 1-10) indicate a handst:tmped application. Thu 
a va ri ation is seen in the appearance of each overprint ( ee the illustrations). However, 
this one type of RF overprint shows little or no variety. Likewise some believe it look 
more like a printed than hand tamped overprint. If this theory proves correct, then one 
can wonder why just this one overprint was applied differently from all the others. 

Consequently, from the evidence een as specified above, this Sanabria Type "m", 
cott "c" RF O\lcrprint is subject to question. In the writer's opinion, it car111o t bt' ac­

uptetl as /l'gitimall', 1111/ns it appears upo11 cot•ers with l'Vitll'11u of uu br the Fn11c/1 
N at•al perso1111el. Such covers may exist. But pending their appear:ince, a pecialist 111 

RF O\lerprin ts must hold rest'rvations on Scott C.\15 ( an. )J 12) and Scott UC.\h-3. 
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RF O/'ERPRIST 

~'tt<~ ~ <.. .< ~fs.,,y.:.r_ 

A~A4~""' ).} o-J'd ~ £~~ - {l"'-~ 
~;.-t l'a~B~ 

t 

Fig. 51. C Richard E. Samek collection) . 

J . .\"ot G111111111 t..:sr 

a) Add re< ed covers. 

\Ve shall a ttempt no\\ to list and descrihe all rhc different type, of cover,, that we 
consider nor !!cnuine. \ Ve douht if any pa5sed throuf,!h the mails. All seem made-ro-onler. 
'omc nppenr w he complete counterfeits. horh the RF overprints and rhc "Puste \ avale" 
cancell ation. Other< appear to have hccn made-to-order, possihly using n genuine RF 
m•crprint and / or "Poste :'\ nvale" cancellation. 

\ \/hen \\ e first examined the cover ( Fig. 51 ) . there were some thing a hour it rhat 
puzzled u-.. First of all. there was no censor marking nor cen or tape. Then the return 
address in rhe left corner was my~tifying. because no other French CO\Cr had come from 
Oran. Furthermore. the envelope had been unopened. most e;\traorclinar} for \\ :1rtime 
correspondence. Generally the RF covers wcrl' carele-. 1} ripped open by the rcc1p1enr. 
Thu rhe FiJ?. -1 cover was put aside hy us a, puzzling. ancl nor included \dth the other 
j!enuine RF cover . 

hortl} thereafter when another collection wa> loaned u~ for stud}. the cover ( Fij!. 
2) cauj!ht our eye. The hand\\ ricing re•emblcd that in Fig. -1. The sender i• the 

same "~ I edicin en Chef Germain". but in read of "Oran :\ avale" in the lower left corner, 
it read• " Poste :\avalc". In pectinJ? this cover further, the add re was-"Po re :\avale" 
-one that had ne\•er appeared. How could this cover be delivered a, addressed? Further­
more, it •eems to be registered and bears a manuscript " Recommandie" plu a ReJ?istra­
rion Label in the upper left corner. Ir is very doubtful if a ~.50frs. French ramp could 
pay for rej!istration on U. S. air mail. ::\o other rcgisrered mail with RF overprints has 
been found. Bur rej!isrered mail always mus t h:ive a receipt ma rk, usually on the back. 
This cover lacks any backsramp. Also, the cancellation reacls, "Poste ::\ avale/ Burcau ;\ o. 
83." This too is unknown. Finally. there are no >ij!n of censorinj! anywhere. uch a 
cover, in our opinion is, "too J?OOd to he rruc", and c:1 nnol pass our approva l as j!enuine. 

Then some covers appeared with the RF overprint> inverted, ( Fij!. -3). These all 
bear ''hat seems to be Type~ marking. Bur a careful comparison with Type ~ RF as 
appearinl! on many j!enuine covers >hO\\ ed that there \\'ere differences with the initial. RF. 
Also, the " Posre ;-\a vale/ 7 /J/.r" cancellation ~cemed wrong. The covers. ( Fij!s. 5 1 to 
53) how no postal use. no cen or marks. no sij!n of mailinJ? and no ender'> name or 

t2 



RF Of/ERPRINTS 

Fig. 52. The address is not to America. Why Registration and then with no markings on 
back? The handwriting is the same as on the cover (Fig. 51) . ISam Rodvien collection). 

W e 8pect·aft.ze in 

AMG 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 
TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 
Write for our pric:e lists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND 1- ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK ST~IP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

,duo P liilat~lisl '11111als 13 



RF OT'ERPRINTS 

Fig. 53. Handwriting is the same as Figs. 51 and 52. 

add ress. \Ve had great doubt about their beinj?: genuine, so we put them aside. 
"pon late r re-examination. something coincidental was noticed th at previously had 

c caped our eyes. Look at the handwriting on Figs. 51, 52 and 53. All arc the amc ! 
So every one can be classed as no t genuine. Also compare: the enlarged RF overprint 
( Fig. -4 ) to the genuine Type 3 in Fig. 17. 

~ow six covers are illustrated. ( Figs. 55 to 61 ). that have rwo outstanding things 
that a rc wrong:-1 ) All a re addressed to France. This ro 11/d not br, brco11st RF ovu­
pri11ts werr used 011/r /or air mail to A mrrrra. 2) The re are no censor markings nor 

Fig. 54. Stamp with counterfeit inverted overprint . It is on a cover that has the same hand­
writing as Figs. 51 to 53. no return address or censor markings. 
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RF Ol'ERPRINTS 

P A R I S 18. 

Fog. 55. The Type 2 "RF" and both " Poste Navale" cancellatoons differ from those found 
on genuine covers. " RF" markings were valod only for aor mail to America. 

\.{\. 

(~· ~.) 
Fog. 56. Cover addressed to Nice, France, not to America. Also notice no censor marking, 
sender's name and address. Both the Type 2 overprint and the " Poste Navale" cancels differ 
from those found on genuine covers. 

A t ro P /1ilntelist 1111110/s 15 
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The highest price 
ever paid for a single airmail stamp, $11 ,500, was paid in a 
1957 Harmer Rooke auction for the 25c on l Oc " Black 
Honduras" (Scott #C 12, cataloguing $17,500). The 
previous record price of $5,300 was paid in 1939 for this 
very stamp. 

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! 
Consult us now. 

HARMER ROOKE & CO. Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th ), New York 36. 
l11ten1atio11al Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

StaD1ps for Sale ? ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For mort lhan a quart•r of a Ctnlury. COLLECTORS. DEALERS. TRGST COMPANIES 
and EXEC TORS OF ESTATES have ron•uhtd u• roirardlns •h• ronv•rsion of Philatelic 
Propertlu inlo CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . .. 
wt ran olfer ea rly da tu and allrnctlve term1. Es pert t uper• ls ion of all material by an 
o:xperlenced Phllattllc Auction•••· Llbtra l aduncu pendlnc aalt. Comprehensive lnsuranct 
and Holmu Electric Protection aaftsuar da your property whll• In our poi e11lon. Our Catalor 
dl1trlbu1lon 11 worfd.,.•id•. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE •. . 
surcu afully placu Colltcllon1, Stocki an d Rarlllu where thl1 mt thod 11 prtftrr•d. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITINC ••. 
for th• outrl11ht purchas• or .ullabl• material rt1ardl•ss of amount. 

Our Advice, Backed by 32 yeus Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposal 
Information Chtcrfully Ginn 

111\\' IN DEI~IAN. 11"C. 

Stroing Amtriran Phi/attly Sinu 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Ttl. : J U 2-2393 

• 

• 
• • 
• 
• 

• 
• • 
• 
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FLOWN COVERS 

I. Nov. 20-21 . 1943 TACA F. F. Caribbean route, 10 dif-

ferent, all cacheted ... ........ .. ..... ... .. ...... .. .............. ...... .. .. . 

2 . AUSTRIA, C18. 21 . 27 on Zepp flown card . July 12, 

1931 .. ........ .... ........ ........ ... .. ....... .... ..... ..... ........... .. ........ . 

3. BULGARIA CS 11, May 26. '37 registered ........... .. .. .... . 

4 . ECUADOR. 1st Air Mail Ecuador to Costa Rica , Apr. 2 . 

$ 5.00 

4 .00 

4.00 

1930, registered ...... .. ...... .. ... .. .. ... ... .......... ...... .. .... ......... 2.00 

5. GERMANY, C28. 29. 31. 44 Graf Zepp flight, Oct. 14, 

1933 ................ .. ........ ...... ...... .................... ....... .. ......... .. 3.50 

6 . GERMANY. Hindenburg fl ight to North America, May 

6 . 1936. registered ....... ............. .. ..... .. .... ...... ......... ....... . 1.00 

7 . CUA TE MALA. FF G. C. to Mazatenango, 8 23 30 ... .... . 2.00 

8. GUATEMALA. FF Barrios to Miami. C17 19, registered . 

Dec. 5. 1931 .. .... ........ ......... ..... .. ........ ... ... ............... .. ..... 10.00 

9 . HONDURAS, C54 on regd cover ...... .... ....... .. ... .. .... .... ... . 2.50 

I 0 . HUNGARY C22, Zepp card. Iceland flight 1931 .. ........ 2.50 

11 . NICARAGUA. C03, Panama FF to Guatemala , 1929 .. .. 2.00 

12. EL SALVADOR. 1931 FF to Jamaica. registered ...... ...... 1.25 

13. ditto, C 19 on regd FF to Colombia . 1931 ... .......... ..... .. 2.25 

14. SPAIN. CB7 on regd card to Holland .... .. .. .. ...... .. ....... .. . 1.00 

15. U. S. A. Cl 4 on Zepp cover to Seville. 1930 ... .... .. ....... 25.00 

16. URUGUAY. 305. C9. only day use 1925 ... ... ..... .. ........... 2.00 

17. URUGUAY. C61 62 registered FDC ... ....... .. ...... .... ........ 10.00 

18. VATICAN, Cl l. 12. 15, 17 registered 4 4 49 .... ...... .... 25.00 

RICHARD N. CO E 
Route 8, Box 269 Tucson, Arizona, U. S. A. 

A eru Philatelist A 11 110/s 17 



/ff OT'ERPRINTS 

Fig. 57. l left l An enlargement of a GENUINE Type 2 RF ; lRightl The counterfeit Type 2 
RF on Fig. 56. 

sender's name and add ress. The cove rs-Figs. 55, 56, 8, 59. 6o and 61, in our opinion, 
a rc not genuine. and there is good reason to believe that all of the RF overprints a re 
counterfeit. 

A l!uide to help one distinguish berwccn a genuinelr Rown and a fake cover may be 
done by study of the address on a cover. It is known tbat during \Vorld War Lr few, 
if an). French naval personnel owned or had access to rypewriters. Then/on, most nil 
of thr ir corrnpo11d1'11<e with RF rJt•rrprints is hn11dtt•rittn 1. Co11uq11mtlr. wltt11 0111' 
sus n RF cot•rr w ith a tl'/>l'Writtt11 ntlduss , hr lllflJ' ugnrd this with suspicion. There 
may he a few exceptions, but so very few that this test should prove useful. 

b) n add rcssed Cove rs 

Littlt• need be wrirten about covers that are unadJressed, having just an RF over­
print and a "Poste ;\ :wale'' cancella tion. Fig. 62 ( top) and 63 show the kind that are 
quite common on the philatelic ma rket. They all carry 12-cents for air mail, the double 
rate, while Fig. 6+ has 3 stamps and the 6c. on 2c. envelopes. a total r:ite of 36-cents. 

rig. 63 has the unknown type cott "c", an. "k" overprint, as does the bottom stamp 
on Fig. 6+. Thu cott T ype ''c" seems to be boj?US. unle s one finds it used on legitimate 
French ;\ aval air mail. which has not been the case in this stud)'. 

:"otice that all covers bear the same dated " Po,,te :\ava lc" cancellation " 11 -10-++", 
another stranj?e coincidence. 

li ons:i.ear 
Pierre Dli Lelue 
66,rm ~ot 
Pari.I II.a. 

Figs. 58-59. Both covers are addressed to the same person 1n Paris. France. No censor mark­
ings nor sender's name shown. Both the Type I and Type 5 RF are not genuine. 

18 
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RF OT'ERPRINTS 

)(musieur 

PiCTe !)l l.Atu.e 
66,nw Drouot 
Par1a IX. e. 

tlr. <;uoe M l l e 1n 
'io U l d' .lr e • Y 
1IUI :>I YOT-tn• n 
;111 1obl1 ne11 , 

Figs. 60-61 . Two examples of not genuine Type 4 RF overprints. The cover at the left l Fig. 
60) is addressed to the same party as shown in Figs. 58-59. The one at the right 1s addressed 
to Casablanca. French Morocco. Obviously this latter 1s wrong, because military air mail to 
America from North Africa originated 1n Casablanca. Furthermore, all four covers lFigs. 58 
to 61 I give evidence that the addresses were done on the same typewriter. Typewritten 
addresses are susp1c1ous, because the French do not seem to have had them during the last war. 

Counterfeit Material 

The folio\\ inJ? experience occurred during the writer's work. on this RF study. 
A :\ cw Yo rk. dealer had been known to the writer as having handled some RF 

material. This dealer was visited in his office in the hope of ecuring some additional ma­
terial for help in this study. The writer was disappointed, because he was told there wa 
noth ing any longer in stock for his use. Then the dealer spoke to the writer, substantially, 
as follows: 

AIR 

r I 

l 
· .. A. 
• 

Fig. 62. ITopl Counterfeit Type 5 RF on Prov1s1onal 6c on le air mail postal stationery. The 
cover is unaddressed. !Bottom) A genuine Type 5 RF shown for comparison purposes !Stanley 
R. Rice collection I. 

d t ro Plii/aulist Annals 19 



RF OT'ERPRINTS 

R. f' 
•n "J 

Fig. 63. No Type resembling this was found on any covers from the French Naval Forces. 
Also with the Provisional air mail poslal s tationery and unaddressed, indicating strongly that 
such a Type 1s bogus. 

" In your past writin!!S, }OU ha,·e "ervcd pl ilatel} \\ell. I consicler you one of the 
best and fairest writers on 'ramp' of the pre,enc time. ince you are doinl! uch a fine 
service. I \ I ant to tell you whar I k111m ahout the•e RF overprints. 

"Genuine material i;, ver} -ca rec. There ha' been lirtlr ro •ell. o in Europe, 
counrerfeir material "as made. I kncm hccau'c I recei,ed some. Ir heJ?an cominJ! here 
as early a' 19~~. I did not sell it. but unfuriunately utht'r' clid. I believe that if I loaned 
you for u'e in your article some of the counrerte1t material. I :-hall he doinl! a ernce w 
philately. 

" H ere i a cancelled scamp with a fake cancellation and RF overprint. plus two 
cover;, made up by the same source of ,,upply. ( hown in Fil!'· 6· and 67.) 

" ( mil!ht add that this European source. \I ho wished to urpll me "ith this material 
al,o "rote tha t he could send cover, \\'ith 'RF' im•crted. price upon application. Thu,, I 
have my doubts about most material with invertecl RF." 

The upper stamp in Fil!. 67 sho11 s an cnlarircmcnt of the counterfeit RF aml can­
cellation J!ivcn by the nl-ove stamp denier to tl-c "riter. The scamp still has original 
j!Um on the back. Benea th it in FiJ!. 67 is a l!Cnuinc Type I for comparison. 

The coun terfeit ove ri>rints on CO\'Cr loaned to the 11 ritcr are shown in FiJ!. 6-. The.,e 
two a re key pieces. 

R F 

Fig. 64. 36-cents air mail prepaid to nowhere! Both the Types 4 and 5 RF overprints are 
not genuine, while the stamp at the bottom has the same bogus type as shown in Fig. 63 . 

20 111/j', 1958 



RF Ol'ERPRINTS 

Fig. 65 (Topi . Counterfeit Type 5 overprint with fake "Poste Nava le" cancella tions on 
unaddressed cover that was given to the writer as a fake item manufactured in Europe. 

Fig. 66 I Bottom l . Compare to Fig. 65. It 1s the same except that now a faked address has 
been added along with an air mail etiquette and brown tape at the left to simulate genuine use. 
The faker obviously did not know the regulations , because he would have added more to the 
counterfei t piece like Fig. 65 to make it look more like a genuine cover. 

A for FiJ?. 65 compare it to FiJ?. 66. The RF U\ erprinc and fake "Pnste i\ nvale/ 
+----H" cancellations are the same. This St} le of " Poste :-. avnle" cancel does not appear 
on any J?enuine covers. Obviously, the addressed cover, (Fil!. 66) had a bit more added 
to make it appea r like a hctter deception. To our C}'eS, che covers shown b)' Fig. 65 and 
66 have che T)'pe 5 " RF" that rallies closely with chis cuuncerfeit ~ramp shO\\ n in Fil!. 
67. Our previous "detective work" doubting che genuinene,,s of chese covers seems to have 
been subsrnntiaced. 

The RF overprint on the coveh , hown in Fig,,. 59, 62 ( top) and 6+ matches do elr 
che counterieit markings hown in Fil!s. 05 to 67. 

The inverted " RF" appearinJ! on Fie:. -3 possibly could be the fake inverts that the 
i\ew York dealer had been offered from Europe. \Ve agree \\ ith the stacemenc cold u , 
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RF orERPRINTS 

Fig. 67. (Top) This is an enlargement made of the counterfeit Type 5 RF that was presented 
to the writer as a known fake manufactured abroad. (Bottom) An enlargement of a 
genuine Type 5 RF for comparison purposes. 

The counterfeit Type 5 shown above still has original gum. Also study the fake ''Poste 
Navale" cancel. Comparison of the known counterfeit with Type 5 overprints shown by 
Figs. 59, 62, 64, 65 and 66 indicate that all are very similar, different from genuine 
Type 5 RF and therefore counterfeits. 

that most inverted overprints are fakes. 
Close stud)• of the Type 2 " RF" overprint on genuine covers like those shown in 

Figs. 8, 32, 39 and +o shows differences from the fake marking made later in Europe a 
illustrated by Figs. -- and 56. Fig. 57 shows a comparison of the genuine Type 2 " RF" 
overprin t enlarged alongside an enlargement of the known counterfeits as appeared on 
Fig. • - and Fig. -6. 

;\o collector need shy away from collecting RF overprints because of doubtful or 
fake material. If he will acquaint himself with the counterfeits illustrated here and the 
appea rance of the RF overprints on {?enuine covers, he will know. lf in doubt, then the 
material may be submitted for an opinion to the Philatelic Foundation's Expert Commit­
tee, 22 East ]"th treet, :'\ ew York 16, i\. Y., or other recognized expert committees. 

A total of 3-- covers were examined. According to the writer's analysis they turned 
out ro be:-

Genuine _________ 200 (about ··c-¢ ) 
Doubtful or Fake ____ 1 ·5 (abou t +· C( ) 

There is no reliable wa)• of determining just when the first spurious RF material 
began. Some collectors. who own such material. were surprised to find out that their RF 
overprints did nor stand the test of genuineness. because thC}' alleged that their purchases 
had been made early. This is an inclusive argument. There arc many instances in the 
long histor}r of philately when it is known that imitations had been manufactured very 
soon after the time of issue. Since the RF overprints ceased around the summer of 
1945. it is highly probable that some people in :-; orth Africa or Europe may have begun 
making spurious material for philatelic sale as early as the fall of 19.+5· 

July, 1958 
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Fig. 68. Five examples of typical used off cover copies. Those on the top row have RF 
types never seen on genuine French Naval mail, thus probably being bogus. The two on the 
bottom row may have come off genuine covers, since they closely resemble a genuine Type I 
and Type 6 . However, one has difficulty establishing beyond a reasonable doubt the genuine­
ness of these off-cover copies. I Author's collection). 

Relative Scarcity of Types of RF 

It is our firm belief that genuine cover with RF overprints are not easy to find . 
Thcr were used widely by French :-\avnl per onnel in :-\orth Africa irom nbout July, 
1944 through the sprinl? and early summer of 19~-. But many of the recipient~ \\ere 
much more interested in the letter contents than the envelope . Consequently, mail 
arriving in the . S. was usuall}' carelessly ripped open by the recipient, and the envelope 
\\·a~ thrown away. Few paid ntten tion to the ''RF" markinl? on the cover. One like 
:i I rs. Odette Descoubcs was an exception. 

The writer knows of one ( nbout 1 s cover ) correspondence that was saved by the 
actions of n philatelist. The non-collector recipient was hearinJ! regularly from a French 
~ailor. At first, she threw the envelopes away. Then. one day. a stamp collector in 
Ithaca.;\. Y. happened to sec her mail and noted the " RF" overprint. H e asked her wh:1t 
she did with the envelopes. Bein!? told that she threw them away. this prudent collector 
asked her to hold them for him. .:-\early every l?roup of correspondence has an interes ting 
•tory to go with it. nfortunately, spnce does not permit the relating of nil the stories 
behind the e "RF" covers. 

Your artention is called to Tnble 11 [, that tabulated the types of " RF" O\•erprints 
found on the 200 l?enuine covers. This affords one some indication of the relative scnrcity 
of each rype. The small Type 1 RF overprint is the mo t common. by far . If all these 
CO\•er are typical, then the folio\\ ing table lists each type according to the number of 
each found : 

RF TYPE I Fig. 17) 
I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 (Fig. 691 
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Table Ill 

SCOTT TYPE 
a 
f 

b 
d 

a 

SAN. TYPE 
g 
h 
c 
d 
1 
n 
n 
e 
f 

NUMBER GENUINE 
87 
29 
23 
26 
14 
6 
6 
3 
2 
3 
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RF orERPRI ' TS 

Catalog Prices 

"The 19-8 con candard PostaJ?e tamp Catalogue, Vol. I" prices the RF over­
print. "' doc, "The 1957 anabri:1 Air Po t Catalogue". These need not be itemi7ed. 
\ Vith one e'l:cep tion , both cataloJ?s price the variou• types, both unused and used, from 
$4.00 up to $10.00 each. The exception is Sanabria ~I 13, (Type "n") that is priced for 
,'75.00 unu ed and used. 

At the time of this "riting. it can be stated that these prices do not reflect the 
market. For instance, in October, 1956 the writer ~aw an "Odette Oe.coubes" Richelieu 
cover with Type 1 RF <m the 6c. ai r mail tamp in an auction lot of a large Kew York 
City dealer. This is thr most common type. The cover sold for $25.00 ! There were 
also three covers like the one shown in Fil!. 64. The three 'tamps on one cover total 
cataloJ? price by Sanabria i $16.7 5. All three covers offered at auction were un:id­
dre,sed. The RF overprints on the e cover did not look J?ood to the writer. Their 
average auction sale price was $4.00 each, which ~hows that collectors and dealers know 
the RF material, a, shown by the e contrastinJ?: realizations of '25.00 for a genuine 
cover and $4.00 for those not genu ine. 

In fairness to the cat alog pricings, RF overprint represent new listinJ?s. Genuine 
cover are seldom advertised for sale by dealers, and only occasionally do they come up 
at public auction. nder these condition . the first attempts at catalog listing and pricing 
are understandably off, perhaps more than they hould be. Furthermore. unused copie 
have been bought and sold in j!ood faith. As a result of thi study, it i hoped that two 
reliable American cata logs like Scott and Sanabria will not price any type of RF overprint 
unused in future editions. But the used price should reflect the value on genuine covers. 
Consequently, if one tries to buy with current catalog prices as a guide, he most like!~ 
will not be succe sful. 

A for used off cover stamps with RF overprint, mo t of the ' pecialists consulted 
aj?rce '' ith the writer that such material i "neither fish no r fowl". In other words, a 
RF overprint used off covrr may or may not have been removed from a genuine cover. 
Often it is difficult to determine. unles the " Poste :-. ava le" cancellation tallies exactly 
with the fake ones illustrated in this study. RF ot•rrprin ts should br rollrctnl ,,11 rot•rr, 
S(J tltat t/11 rr is 110 room for 0111• q1ll'stio11 about qn111i11t'11ess. ( ee Fij?. 68) 

\,\'hen one faces a situation where material i' o seldom offered for sale, the matter 
of scuin!! a realistic cntaloj? price is difficult. The RF market i just beginning to tabilize. 

ince 194 , it has sho\\'n a steady up\\'ard trend. The current American carnlo~ prices 
reAect the 19~8 market. But. within a few years. it i a reasonable certninty that future 
catalog prices will better reAect the market. 

Little can be said about the RF listinl?S in the French stamp catalol?S except that, in 
our opinion. ther are far inferior to those in either anabria and cott. Fir t of all. the 
overprints are incorrectly placed under France "hen they properl)' belonl! under the 

nited tates. econdly, althou!!h many types are listed-some bogu and fake-all arc 
lumped together under one price. And finall}'. the French catalogs price the RF over­
prints unused, often omittinl? a cover price. The writer and those RF speciali.ts he ha~ 
consulted in America have not heard of nor seen a collection from France that is com­
parable to those over here. They mar e:-.ist, but none have been sho\\'n according to our 
observations in prominent international philatelic e:-.hibitions. 

Current Market Values 

It ha been suj?ge ted that this study offer some indication of a fair market value for 
RF O\•crprints. As mentioned previously. since genuine RF covers seldom are offered for 
sale, chi.; is no easy task. 

Thi work represents a comprehensive stud}• of the RF overprints. It nlso can 
serve a u efu l purpose if the catalog editors will refer to the information given. H o\\'­
cver. it is the function of a commercial catalog editor rather than an amateur philat­
elist to upply prices. 
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There is onl)' one proper way to collect RF overprin ts. namel)•. on Aown covers from 
the F rcnch ;\ :H·al Force• to the C nite<l t ates or Canada. Therefore, t he follo\1 inj! cate­
f?Ories of material. in the writer's opinion. can be cla~3ifie<l as of L I TTLE Pll/L.-ITELIC 
l'ALL'E : 

L'1111ud 
Usu/ O/l Cot•rr 
U11oddrrsud Cot•rrs 
A dtlrrssrd C ot•l'rs 

a) tl'ith 111111f.>11tified IJ p1•s 
b) 011 moil 110/ to A mt' rim 
c) <JI/ mnil 1101 from Fre11rl1 :\'nt'J' 

l\ ow fo llows Table J\' , which attempts w C\':tlunte a ll the J!enu ine R F material 
C\amined. The well -known Continenta l system of J!radinir is used as follows: 

( R) 'carce 
( RR) ra ther carce 
( RR R) very carce 
( RRR R ) rare-only a few seem to exist. 
( ) unknown 

Table IV 

RF TYPE !Fig. 171 AIR MAIL STAMP 
1 R 

a. double•• RRRR 
b. double wi th Type 2 u 
c. double with Type 4 RRRR 
d. inverted RRRR 

2 RR 
a. on Sc air s tamp wi th RRRR 

Type 1 or 4 

3 RR 
a . double RRRR 
b. on booklet stamp RRRR 
c. on postage stamps RRRR 
d. inverted RRRR 

4 RR 
a double RRRR 

5 RR 
a on two stamps RRRR 

6 RRR 

7 RRRR 

8 RRRR 

9 RRRR 

10 !see Fig. 691t RRRR 
a. inverted RRRR 

AIR MAIL STATIONERY 
R 

RRRR 
RRRR 
RRRR 
u 
RR 
u 

RR 
RRRR 
u 
u 
u 
RR 
RRRR 

RR 
u 
RRR 
u 
RRRR 
RRRR 

u 
u 

• \Jthou~h n1fhc•iH •tnlllp• UC more pupul:ir thou ro•hlf •tntio11er) COl!et1i11~. thcrt nrtunll) •hOufJ 
he no 1ucn1 J1tiere11rc 111 ,·nluuio11 with thr RF 0Hrpru1i. • 

•• 111 li.1i11e \Urirtic' such Ill in\t'rlt'<l, double O\crprint!i, JoublC' \\ ith 1\\0 T,·rc~. Rr 011 ro"l•ll:C 

stnmr-. 1111 llmikltt •tnmr • on more thnn one atn111r or on the Sc nir mail. ooh thoae 1·11ror11c. nrt uu lh 
•ccn hnH been li,tcJ .111J priced. Other. nia' c\i•t \\ ith J itl<rclll t>r<» If ,o, 011r could e.timntc their 
l'nluc in line \\Ith tho<c 11'tcJ nbo'•· 

t fi~. 6•) ho"' th• Tir• 1t1 R~ oHrprint that • rrurcJ on rnrr••ronJcncr from th• Crui•cr "Le 
Tcrribl•"· Thi• i' o '"" cruJ• 0' crrrmt. Onh a ft" co\' CO arc kno" 11 " ith T'r• 10 nnJ each ha o 
,·oriel\. fur. 4 1 sho\\ cJ 11 co1 er "uh o pair of 6c nir 111011 •tnmp• "1th this T"P' > o RF arplted onl) 
once 111 the mi1IJlc of the t\\ o •l•n>P•· \ not her co\Cr .-anuncd hos the RF o\'crpri111 inHrtcd. 
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RF OVERPRINTS 

Fig. 69. Type 10 RF. 

Conclusion 

Philately frequent()' benefits from the ravages and tragedies of wartime, because 
often emergencies a rise that c reate issues like these " RF" overprints. Occurring during a 
wa r, the usual advance philatelic notices are lacking. In face, often stamp collectors find 
ou t about an emer1?ency issue only long after it has been discontinued. 

These " RF" overprints represent important history, both to the United States and 
France. Even British collectors arc concerned a~ these were the outgrowth of the g reat 
Allied Campaign in ::'\orth Afr ica during W orld War II. As previously pointed out. 
some of the French naval vessels operated with the British Fleet. The RF overprints were 
a necessity c rea ted solely to facilitate the orderly Row of a ir mail under overtaxed war­
t ime conditions. An unused stamp or embossed envelope is meaningle s. A legitimately 
used cover tells an exciting sto ry. Cancelled copies of stamps, even on small pieces. like­
wise have little si1?nificance. Who can tell if such material actually came originally from 
legitimate ai r mail ? 

It must be admitted with sorrow that philately also has it unpleasantries. There 
were commercial dealers here and abroad. who saw in these " RF" overprints a chance 
fo r illegal profit. There is no doubt but that much material had been made-to-order 
solely for philatelic sale, actually after their officia l use had been discontinued. 

This latter has crea ted a problem of confusing collecto rs. who could not tell the legiti­
mate from the manufactured. 1t i hoped that this study has brou1?ht fo rth the needed 
information to di~pel any confusion , that may have eAisted in the past. Our sole objective 
was to try to bring order out of confusion. Time will tell how well we have succeeded. 
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In order to properly pursue this study, it was essential to inspect and study a much 
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Some scarce t)'pes of RF overprints would have remained unknown, except for the 
cooperation of .l/usrs. D o11nld 11 ·. Phipps and 11 ·illiom J. H n11011 of Ithaca. :\ ew York. 
Dr. hromr B t'lll'r of \' iq~in ia disclosed the C ruiser " Le T errible" correspondence with 
the Type 10. Also thanks to l olt11 A. Grn flt' ll'k, '.\liami, Florida and Emmt'tt P l't rr , Jr ., 
Leesbu rg, Florida. 

Some of the professionals in the stamp trade offe red assistance, th:it helped in locatinl? 
v:irious information. '.\ l cssrs. S11/11rJ' F. Borutt and lnm rs B. Hotcltrr of Scott Publica­
t ions, lnc. and R obert } . L yo11 , edito r of "The Sanabria Air Post Catalogue" have aided 
the writer over the }'cars in seeking information on RF overprints. '.\I:inr others, al though 
not mentioned by n:ime, made helpful SUJ?:J?;estions, mostly in loc:iting mate ri al. 
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dent of the American Philatelic Cong ress, was most helpful with this. So were L. fl ". 
C harlot, lrtt•iri H ei111011 , F . tr. I\ essler, and S . Snebrol:ia11. all well-known air mail 
~tamp deale rs and auctioneers. 

F u rthermore. as with so many ph ilatel ic students. the Library <J/ Tlte C<Jllu tors C lub, 
2 2 East r th Street, New York 161 :-: . Y. was often consulted, and past writings could 
never have been loca ted without the se rvices of The Collecto rs Club Librarian, ,1/ rs. 
l ouplr ine Eldridge. 

Since the illustrations represent such an important pa rt o f this study, the photographic 
work by A drie11 B outrrlle is appreciated. 

F ina lly. there is nothing like an e} e-witness. :\l y colleague on the Expe rt Committee 
of The Ph ilatelic Found ation and helpful a ide in my editorshi p of "The Collectors C lub 
Phila telist" . Harrison D. S. H averbeck supplied this. The P resident of The Collecto rs 
C lub w:1s an ensign in the . S. · avy di.: ring W o rld vVar 11. He saw much duty in 
European and North African wate rs. His experiences added to our knowledge. 
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APPENDIX A 

Tabulation of Correspondence 

A . ' A\'AL BASES 

RF Typr Bou 

Agadir 
Algiers 

Casablanca 
Toulon 
Tunisia 

Dott'S Co11crllfd .Vo. of Covrrs 

3,6 
5 
1, 3 
I , 3, 7 
9 

~Iar. 25-.'.\ov. q. 1944 
ep. IO-:'\ ov. 3, 1944 

July 18-Sep. 8, I 9H 
~Jnr. 28, 19H·Aug. 21, 194· 
Aug. 18, 19H·Jan. 3, 1945 

3 
5 
5 
5 
3 

Total 21 

B. FREi'CH NAVAL VESSELS 

1, 3, 5 
I , 2, 3. 
2. 7, 9 
I , 2. 9 
3. 8. 9 
2, 3 
5, 9 
I , 2. 9 
I , -, 10 
2, 3, 9 
I , 3 
2 

I. 9 
I , 2 
9 
4 
9 

9 
? 
3 

5. 8, 9 
Battleship Richelieu 

Cruiser Gloire 
ubmarine LeCentaure 

La Toulonnaise 
Cruiser Geoq~es Leygues 

ubmarine LeGlorieux 
Cruiser ~lontcalm 

Oe troyer ~ I arocain 
Cruiser LeTerrible 

Cruiser Emil Bertin 
Despatch Boat Annamite 

uhmarine Archimedc 
Escort Gavelot 
Escort Gabier 

Lt. Cruiser Le ~lalin 
F. ;\. \'. Bearn 

Despatch Buat LaCapriceuse 
~ I. \ '. Tou ralhaut 

Duguay Trouin 
Crui er FantaS(JUC 

( · nidenrified) 

Sep. 28. 19H-~ l ar. 9, 1945 
~lay 8. 19H·June J, 194 
~Jar. 8-Aug. 10. 1945 
July 19, 19H·Feb. 5, 194 
Aug. 22. I 9H·Aug. 1, 1945 
Oct. 9, 19H-Feb. 26, 19+5 

ep. q. 19H·Jan. 17, 1945 
July 3-0ct. 21, 19H 
Jul} 4-Auf,!. 18. 19H 
Dec. 12. 19H-~ l ar. 21, 194· 
Feb. J-Apr. 10. 1945 
Aug. 28, 19H· Jan. 1, 19+· 
Dec. 5. 19H· Jan. I. 1945 
June 2, Dec. 6. 19+· 
Oct. 28. :'\ov. 13. 19H 
Ap~. 19, 25, 194:; 
Jul} 16. 194· 
Feb. 20, 194 
Apr. 25. 194· 
June 13. 194:; 
June 18. 30. 1945 

8o 
24 
16 
8 
7 
6 
5 
5 
5 
3 
3 
3 
2 

2 

2 

2 

I 

2 

Total 179 

5 :-\a val Bases 
20 :'\ aval \ ' essels 

Recapitulation 

Summary 

21 cover 
179 cover 

Total 200 covers 

Tbe above tabulation . hows that ju•t a little over 10'( of the legitimately u ed RF 
overprint~ found on coveh from French .'.\ aval Personnel were from the .'.\ aval Ba•es. 
:\otice also that from the e land ha es both Bizcrte and Oran arc missinj?. 

Almost 9oc-, of the total amount of genuine covers came from the French Naval 
Ships when at sea. Also notice from the first column of this tabulation how often one 
type of RF is found lrom many different sources. For instance, T}•pe 1 was seen used 
by two .'.\ aval Bases and from nine vessels, a total of eleven. 
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Thu the source of origin bears ab olutelr no relationship to the genuineness of the 
RF overprint . despite such statements being in the catalogs. Also it is incorrect to identify 
an overprint with a pccific :-\ aval Base or warship. 
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For 30 years we have been specialising in all unusual items : Errors, Variet ies, etc., 
regardless as to whethe r they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topica ls, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs , 
Rotary, e tc., e tc . 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different 
countries as :-

Albania, Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia, 
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East, 
France & Colonies, Greece, Georgra, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran, 
Italy & Colonies, Latvra, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua, 
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain 
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval. 
Please write countries, price range and specialties. ( Usual 
references, please ) . 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

• EBEBBAKIAX, Int! . 
P . O. Box 4 18 Monroe, r Y. 
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Editorial 

Many Reasons For Satisfaction 

Stamp collecting is a hobb)•, except for those dealers who make it their sole mean• of a 
livelihood. A hobby should give satisfaction and afford one a lot of pleasure. ure, man)' 
of the stamp dealers stru~ling to make some money understandahl)' will not find much 
pleasure in stamp collecting. But it should be different with collectors. Yet it is sur­
prising to read so manr writing on philately with an unhapp) undertone. ome attribute 
this to the lack of financial remuneration from stamp writing. But regardless. you all 
must have perceived these unhappy writers, be they amateur or commercial. They don't 
like anybod)• or anything (except themselves). They find fault with the desij?nS of all 
new stamps. ever}' e~hibition is badly run , philatelic societies are only for a few ej?otists 
that vote themsclve in office, there a rc no j?Ood philatelic students. every other collector 

i a s ucker and so forth. 
Perhaps we are one of the few exceptions, but we hope not. Our writing , editinit 

and work for AERO PHILATELISTS' publications are now goinit into their 12th )•car. alway 
havinl? been upon a complete labor of love basis. And great satisfaction has come to us 
through much recoplition of our efforts. 

In this year just past, many leading philatelic publications from here and abroad have 
reprinted all or a good part of our article or editorial comments from this quarterly 
magazine. Thus it i realized that our writings have been sp read before thousands, who 
are not memhcrs of AERO PHILATELISTS. Our work has J?ained international recognition , 
while our orgnnization receive l!OOd publicity without having promotional campnil!nS as 
~ome other philatelic societies do. 

Two of the most widely circulated stamp newspapers in America. " Linn's \Veekly 
tamp '.'ews" nnd " Western Stamp Collector" have reprinted from both the Janunry 

and April. 1958 number of THE AERO PHll.ATELISTS ASXAl.S. The '.\lay, 1957 "Sanabria 
Air Post l\ cws" has reprinted our January editorial in its entiret)' as did "\Vcstern Stamp 
Collector". The Sanabria publication prefaced this reprint with most praiseworthy 

remarks. 
There has been further recent recoJ?nition of AERO PHILATELISTS. The editor of 

" Linn's" hns written us an invication for a special number of their newspaper in '.\larch 
1958 on air mail stamps and our organization. This appeared on :\larch 3 1. 1958. 

Practically every month ~ume complimentary notice of this magazine comes from 
abroad. Have you noticed how mam• of the recent authors in this mal!azine have been 
from outside the nited tates? There would be many more articles by foreipl phi­
lntelists if they could write about air mails in English or we had a translation taff. 

Before us are mnny stamp periodicals from Europe. There is much favorable men­
tion of THE AERO PHH.ATEL IST AXNALS in many British journals as well as those from 
France. Belj?ium. Germany, Italy. India. Denmark. 1'\orway and pain. \Ve receive fine 
notices in South America. Argentine, Brazi l, Chile. Colomhia. Cuba. H onduras, 1\ica­
ral!ua. Cruj?Ua)' and Venezuela are telling their readers about us in a regular manner. 
'Vhr even a j?OOd portion of our 1950 article on "The First nited tates Air '.\[ail 

tamp" was reprinted in a ] apanese stamp paper. Evcrythinjt, of course, wa in ] apa­
nese except the names of AERO PH 11.ATEl. ISTS and this author's. These eemed to def)' 

translation into ] apanese. 
Y cs. we are happy with philately and collecting air mail stamps; often work for this 

publication is hard. always done without one cen t of salary. Yet there are many pleasant 
~idc . 'Ve believe that the unhappy boys just don't know ho\\ to l!O about dcrh•ing fun 
from stamp collecting. Even a swell hobbv like philately offers them no security. no 
enjoyment- nothing but the chance to complain. AERO PHll.ATELISTS and its publications 
have proven that there is much satisfaction in doing a job well and then having it uni­
versally recol!nized. :\Iaybe the complainers are too lazy, and brood if constant head­
lines are denied them. Work hard, but have fun doinl! it. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

························································· 19 ....... . 

AERO PHILATELISTS!) 
22 EAST 35th STREET, 1EW YORK 16, 

L~C. 

. Y. 
I hereby apply fo r admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual dues of 

$5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is not accepted. 

NAME ........................................ ... ....... ................................................. ......................... ...... . 

ADDRESS ·························································· ······································································ 
Street 

································································· ............................................................................. . 
State City, Town or Village Zone 

................................................................................................................................................. 

OCCUPATION ........................................................................................................................ 

SPECIALIZING IN .................................................................... ........ ... .................. ................ . 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE ·································································································· 
REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic 

References : 

1. NAME .................... ... ... ......... ............................................ .................................. .............. . 

ADDRESS ................................................................................................. .......................... . 

2. NAME ....... ................. ............ .......................... : ............................................. ...... ............. . 

ADDRESS ......... ....... .. ......................................................................................................... . 

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one, and 
who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application fo r membership 
shall be in writ ing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of 55.00. 
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HARMER'S 1957-58 SEASON 
We illustrate a few of the wonderful 
rarities which were sold by us this 
season. 
Whether buying or selling properties, 
both large and small , it will pay you to 
contact us . 

• • 
Scott :CS. Cat. $2.800.00. 

SOLD $2.100.00 

Scott :Cl. Cat. $2.200.00. 
SOLD U.900.00 

H. R. HARMER, 
The "Caspary" A uctioneers 

6 \\ E T 18111 'TllEE'I' 
~E\\ "\ ORK 36. ~. Y. 

Inc. 

Write for free illustrated catalogues of future attractive 
lots being offered through Harmer's Auctions. 
And when you come to sell write for our booklet, "Modern 
Met hods of Philatelic Auctioneering" , explaining clearly all 

111 
Ill ·- . --

Scott :C4. Cat. $15.000.00. 
SOLD $17.000.00 

the advantages of selling through 
H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

Scott :Cl2a. Cat. $2.600.00. 
SOLD $},400.00 



SANABRIA has been synoymous with 
THE VERY BEST IN AIRMAIL 
for more than a quarter of a century. 

Every collector and dealer active in any branch 
of aerophilately sooner or later MUST TURN to 
SANABRIA'S AIR POST CATALOGUE 
for authoritative answers to many questions 
not to be found elsewhere. 

SANABRIA'S BLUE RIBBON NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
IS UNEQUALED AS THE MOST RELIABLE SOURCE 
OF EVERYTHING THAT APPEARS IN Air Stamps, 
and economical too! 

A magnificent stock of mint Air Stamps 
is behind SANABRIA'S WANT LIST SERVICE 
so popular with astute collectors who have 
tried everything else. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 
A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


