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IN SEARCH OF POLONUS' ROOTS 
For the Fortieth Anniversary of 

Polonus the exhibiticn committee 
for POLPEX 79 will invite the 
wives of our original members 
now deceased, plus the living 
members who attended that first 
meeting of the Polonus Philatelic 
Society on February 26, 1939 at 
the Polish Veterans Hall on Wood 
Street m Chicago. The reunion will 
take place on March 17, 1979 at 

Chicago's Palmer House banquet 
room that evening. 

Originally there wc.e 32 mem­
bers who responded to the an 
nouncemcnts placed in the "Polish 
Daily Zgoda" by Chester Mikucki 
and attended that first meeting. 
Of that group among us today 
are: Roman Reinowski, Joseph 
Kupiec, Walter Leja, Stanley Ma 
dco Walter Lewinski, John Skot 

Reproduced here is o picture thot oppeored in the October 28, 1939 edition of the 
' Polish Doily Zgodo." The caption reods: " At on onnuol stomp exhibition held in 

Chicago there appeored 39 fromes of stomps af Polond presenting some outstand­
ing valuable material." Wos this our first stomp exhibition or did our members 
participate in another stomp club's exhibition? 
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nickt and Chester Mikucki. 
The early days of our Society 

will be recalled at the reunion for 
the benefit of present day mem­
bers interested in Polonus' roots. 

This is just one of the events 
planned for POLPEX 79, the 
greatest show ever planned by our 
Society. Of course, the exhibition 
is the main event and if you have 
not already done so, send in your 
entry application for your best 
material to be shown. The dead 
line for entries is November 15th, 
1978. Applications are available 
from John Bobo, 1668 Sycamore 
St., Des Plaines, IL 60018. 

Another f eaturc of POLPEX 79 
will be the gilded commemorative 
medallion struck expecially for 
this event and available to Polpex 
Patrons who contribute the sum 
of $50.00 or more to help defray 
the cosll) expensec; of the exhibi­
tion. One side of the medallion is 
designed by L. Kawecki and will 
show the ancient Polish god 'Swia 
towid'. The other side is designed 
by W. Gawron and will show the 
head of Gen. Casimir Pulaski 
commemorating the 200th anni 
versary of his death at the Battle 
of Savannah. Make checks paya­
ble to Polonus and mail them to 
Roman Strzelecki, 1620 N. Latrobe 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60639. Beginning 
next month a listing of Polpex 
Patrons will appear in our Bul 
letin. 

Polonus will be the only Polish 
philatelic group in the world to 
have achieved forty years of ex 
istence next year. Our Bulletin 
was published continually through 
the wai- years. No other Polish 
stamp society can claim this dis­
tinction. 

DECEASED 
Geo. J. Pokrzywinski 

3208 W. Oklahoma Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wi. 53215 
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POLAND PHILATELIC CLUB 
The Poland Philatelic Club of 

Milwaukee held its first Stamp 
Exhibition on Sunday, September 
17, 1978 at the Polish Army Vet­
erans Post Hall, 1629 South 10th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
The winners in the Novice Group: 

First place David Stefancic, 
"Poczta Po low a Legiony Polskie". 

Second Boleslaw Kowalski, 
"Mikotaj Kopernik". 
Winners in the Advanced Cate­
gory. 

First Place: Erik Martini, "Po­
lish Stamps and Postal Stationery 
Used During The German Oc­
cupation". 

Second Place: Irene Orz, "Po 
lish Artists". 

Third Place: Ramona Schmidler, 
"Polish Millennium, Vatican City" 

Alvin Kosmatka served as judge. 
The Poland Philatelic Club was 

organized in September 1976. It is 
a member of the Wisconsin Feder­
ation oi Stamp Clubs. The 1978 
officers are: Carl Skupski, Presi­
dent; Raymond Orzechowski, Vice 
President; Edith Malson, Secre 
tary-Treasurer. The club meets on 
the third Sunday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Polish Army Vet 
erans Post Hall, 1629 South 10th 
Street, Milwaukee. 

POLISH COLLECTIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD 

One of the largest Polish airmail 
collect10ns belongs to Dr. R. De 
Graeve of Brugge. The collection 
exhibited at LUPOSTA 77 in the 
German Federal Republic was 
awarded a gold medal and a spe­
cial grand prize of the Burgo­
meister of Berlin. The collection 
contains many very rare items 
such d.S issues prior to 1918, the 
first rare flights of 1921-34, an 
almost complete set of labels of 
LOPP, and many other items. 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Dear Polonus Member: 

Two years ago you were asked to complete a "Membership 
Directory Form." However, due to unforseen circumstances, the 
"Membership Directory" wos not published. This time we hove 
worked out a plan of action and we are committed to hove on up­
to-date "Membership Directory" published and available to our 
members in time for POLPEX-79, which will mark the 40th Anni­
versary of our society. 

Your cooperation in carefully completing and promptly return­
ing this form is essential We intend to start compiling this list at 
the beginning of November so as to hove it reody for the publisher 
by the middle of January. While attempting to be as flexible as 
possible, we will be forced to exclude any directory forms received 
after November 15. The members who do not return the form by 
November 15th will be listed by name and address only, as indi­
cated below. 

The Membership has three options to follow regarding the 
Membership Directory. 

1. To be listed only by name and address, do nothing. 
2 To be listed by name and country of residence ONLY, check 

the appropriate box on the card and return it {no address 
will be given). 

3. To be listed by name, address, and collecting specialties, 
list the specialties on the card and return it. 

Remember, all cords MUST be returned by November 15th 
~ end them to: 

Mr. Ryszard Z. Poddubiuk 
31 Trottier 
Dollard des Ormeaux 
Quebec, CANADA H9A 2C8 

{First class postage 
to Canada is 1 5¢) 

COLLECTING INTERESTS 
Please list the number that corresponds to your interest in the ap­
propriate space on the enclosed membership directory form. 

1. Poland, general 9. Post Offices outside of Po-
2. Poland Postal History, all land (incl. Port Gdansk) 

periods and areas. 10. Locals and Provisionals 
3 Territories annexed by 11. Military and Field Post 

Austria to 1918 12. Central Lithuania 
4. Territories annexed by 13. Free City of Danzig 

Russia to 1918 14. Plebiscites 
5. Territories annexed by 15. World War I foreign 

Prussia to 1918 occupations 
6. Prestamp only 16. World War 11 foreign 
7 . Republic of Poland 1918-39 occupations 
8. Peoples Republic of Poland, 17. General Government 

1945 to present 18. Postal Stationery 
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19. Air Moil inc l. official and 
semi-official 

20. First Fl ights, special flights, 
balloon s, gliders, rockets, 
pigeon and zeppelins 

21 Revenues 
22. POW Comp Moil 
23. Concentration, Internment, 

refugee and DP Comp moil 

24. Semipostols 
25. FDC's 
26 Essays, proofs and errors 
27. Oddities, forgeries, fantasies 
28 Cancellations 
29 Polonico 
30 Topicols (describe) 
11. Literature 
12 Other (specify) 

Post Offices in POLAND, Maine 
By DR. M IECZYSLAW 

In Polonus Bulletin No. 364 I 
found information on the post of­
fice Poland. Maine. Because I 
found this incorrect and incom­
plete, am sendind in this new in­
formation. 

Prior to its statehood, the State 
o~ Maine was part of and belong­
in~ to the Commonwealth of Mas­
sachusetts and was first known as 
the Province of Maine and later 
the District of Maine. At the end 
of the 17th and in the 18th centu­
ries Maine was immigrated by 
French. English, Scots, I rish, Ger­
man, Dutch and a scattering of 
others. Each of the immigrant 
groups kept their identity in the 
form of the names of towns and 
villages as: Denmark, Norway, 
Peru, Mexico, Berlin, Naples, 
Paris, etc. The name of "Maine" 
is itself after an ancient French 
Province located in the south­
western part of France. 

The first post office operated in 
early 1789 and the history of this 
post office is based on records at 
the National Archives in Washing­
ton, D.C. The foremost English 
and American encyclopedias con 
tain no information on the ancient 
melody "Poland" connected with 
ancient psalms. 

In the State of Maine there are 
four post offices bearing Poland 
in their names: 
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A. LIPINSKI, Poznan, Pol-,rd 

Pl)land, ME 04273 
Poland Spring, :ME 04274 
East Poland, ME 04~3() 
\\'e,t Poland, ME 04291 
At the be.ginning of the 19th cen­

tury there was a Poland, Maine. 
which is described in the Polonus 
Bulletm. Today it is called Minot, 
ME 04258. 

All above mwtioned post offices 
arc located in the Androsscoggin 
area near the capital city of Au 
burn. The early post office called 
Poland, Maine was e5tablished 
September 13, 1800 with Samuel 
Sweet a'> Postmaster. On Febru 
ary 18, 1802 the settltment was 
incorporated into the town of Mi 
not, Maine, and the name of the 
post office changed to Minot, 
Maine on April 1, 1802. 

Three miles southwest of Minot, 
en state Route 26 is located the 
town of Poland. On May 3, 1813 
a new post office was opened here 
with Ebenezer Simonton as Post 
master. 

The town of Poland is located 
10 miles west of Auburn. Settled 
in 1768, incorporated in 1795, it 
includes the resort town of Poland 
Spring, famous for its mineral 
water. Today the post office Po­
land Spring, !\1E 04274 is estab 
lished here. 

West of Poland a new post of 
fice. West Poland, ME 04291 was 
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opened. Eastwards, East Poland, 
ME 04230 was opened. Today the 
following Polonica related post of 
fices exist: 

Minot, ME 04258 (formerly Po­
land) Box 69 

Poland, ME 04273, S38, Box 104 
Poland Spring, ME 04274, R367, 

S5, Box 23 

~ Po,\ oft,c.,a 
/ V014.-\,e.,~ 

St. Q,,'\.~ \"014;\;~ ~ 

Explanation. 

R--post offices having rural delivery, 
followed by the number of families 
served on routes starting from tho• 
post office. 

5-post office box delivery by star route, 
followed by the number of families 
served. 

4 2 3 5 6 

West Minot (formerly Poland), 
ME 04288, Box 23 

West Poland, ME 04291, S13, 
Box 53. 

In my op1mon all of the above 
post offices were named by the 
first settlers in this area after 
their homeland. 

Bibliography: 

Arthur Hecht and Poul Hannemann 
" Post Offices of the District of Moine" 
- B:LLIG'S PHILATELIC HANDBOOK, 
Vol. 26, pages 6-22 

U.S. Postal Serv c-e Dorectorv of Post 
Off1cc-s 1978, Washington. D.C. 

Bulletin of the Polonus Philatelic Soc­
iety, No. 364 of 1978. 

POLCAPEX 78 
The Polish Philatelic Society of oliilatelic competitive class of 

Canada will present POLCAPEX Poland, Canada and its Provinces, 
78 in conjunction with INPEX- Topicals and Thematics, other 
CANADA 78 (ASDA Stamp Mark- countries, and a Junior Class; and 
et) at the Sheraton Landmark a numismatic competitive class . 
Hotel in Vancouver, B.C. Novem- Many Polonus members will par­
ber 10-11-12. The exhibition will ticipate. A Special 10th anniver 
con5ist o' a Court of Honor; a sary show is planned for 1980. 
Polonus Bulletin, October 1978 367-5 



NEXT MEETING 
Friday, October 27, 1978: 

Program Meeting at Veterans 
Hall. Fred Blau to speak on the 
"Lot" Alrlink of Poland-Pales­
tine. Starting at 8: 00 p.m. 
Friday, November 24, 1978: 

Joint Meeting with the German 
Philatelic Society at the Collectors 
Club of Chicago, 1029 N. Dearborn 
St., starting at 7:30 PM. Tour of 
Library, plus two speakers : James 
Mazepa on the First Polish Corps 
in relation to the German Occu­
pation; John Bartczak on Galicia. 
Refreshments served. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
R. M. Mathews 

5249 Tuscon Circle 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

Ronald WM. Pruss 
8758 Lozen 

Sterling Hts., MI 48078 
Edward K. Dziennis 

74 Riverview Ave. 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 

CONGRATULATIONS 
At the recent Chicago Philatelic 

Society Annual Exhibition Alred 
Szebel received a Vermeil medal 
for German Fieldpost, and James 
Mazepa a Vermeil for Polish I 
Corps in Russia. 

MEMBERS MART 
Postal History, all periods, es­

pecially Russia used in Poland 
and Poland No. 1. Air Mails to 
1939, first and special flights. Will 
buy trade. James Mazepa, Hines 
VA Hospital, Box 381, Hines, IL 
60141. 

Wanted: Letters and documents 
pertaining to postal history prior 
to 1870 as well as literature cov­
ering that period. Will buy/ trade. 
Ryszard Z. Poddubiuk, 31 Trottier, 
Dollard des Ormeaux, Quebec, 
Canada H9A 2C8. 

367-6 

~-~ ..... .,...,. ~#####• 

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

a64 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622 
Jomes Mozepo, Secretory 

H.nes V.A. Hospital, Box 381 
Hines, IL 60141 

, 620 N. Latrobe, Chicago, IL 60639 
Romon H. Strzelecki, Treasurer 

The Polonus Phdotelic Society is non­
pol.ticol. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necessoro ly express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $ 5.00 -
~ ~.,..,~ 

NEW MEMBERS 
Eugene Wolosiewicz 

1939 W. Rogers St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 

Michael Kwiatkowski 
702 Kewadin Village 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Frank B. Lamparski 

42 Dreas Dr. 
Oswego, IL 60543 

Henry P. Wachowski 
23 Penzance Rd. 

Stamford, CT 06902 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

1977 SUPPLEMENT #22/ 77 
S2.70 (plus 9Sc post.) 

500th Anniv~rsary of 
COPERNICUS - $6.20 
Part 2 (Final) - $4.25 

Plus 80c post each, or $1 35 for both 
Write us for a special price on 

complete Poland poges 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
G.a. C. Kobyllte 

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 

Polonus Bulletin, October 1978 


