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American & Canadian Providers of 
Philatelic Covers o f the Empire Period 

(1890 -1935) of the BWI
By Dr. Eric M. Bateson
Of Australia

It is generally accepted that to be collectible, phila­
telic covers should be on printed, self-addressed en­
velopes, although less desirable typed or handwrit­

ten. It is said they may feature complete sets (Figure 1), 
part sets (Figure 2), or single high denomination stamps 
(Figure 3). Covers bearing full sets of stamps are still 
acceptable even if the stamps are distributed over sev­
eral smaller envelopes.

AM . M etz 1913 printed cover with St. Lucia King 
George V  MCCA Die I set, H 2d  to 5I-, SG 78 to 88.

Philatelic covers of this type are usually created by pro­
viders (philatelic dealers) who ordered stamps from post

offices around the world and bought up stocks o f  with­
drawn Colonial stamps from The Crown Agents in Lon­
don. The dealers then sent them to the corresponding 
postal administrations to be returned on their ow n self- 
addressed envelopes.1

Figure 3
Paul Kiderlen 1914 handwritten cover with British 

Honduras K ing  George V $2, SG 109.

A recent analysis of philatelic covers in auction catalogues 
and in a personal collection2 revealed the names o f over 
200 providers of covers of the Empire period - Queen 
Victoria, King Edward VII and King George V — of the 
British West Indies. The majority of the covers were from 
providers in the U nited Kingdom; e.g., W ilson and 
Iremonger, Germany; e.g., Kinderlen and Kinze,3 with a 
fair number from other European countries, including 
Austria-Hungary, France and Belgium. The names of only 

a few providers from the U.S. and Canada were 
seen. Their covers had a less philatelic appearance 
when compared with those of the British and Eu­
ropeans and mainly featured stamps of the British 
West Indies territories.

Over 300 covers from American and Canadian pro­
viders were available for review. Approximately 
one-third were addressed to Montgomery Ward and 
the rest were to and distributed between Huber, 
Meister, N icolitech, Priety, Tittman, Vaughn, 
Roessler, Burger, Clarke, Herbert, and two Cana­
dians — Buckland and Hechler. The m ore impor­
tant ones are illustrated.

Montgomery Ward of Chicago, Illinois was re-

£ jp  fee.;

- £ h s .... ............. .................. 1— ,
W , T .  W i l s o n ,

18, Livingstone Road,

^ 0   ̂ Handsworih, 

f j ' 1* B ir m in g h a m ,

England*

iS4,i3*tjU

Figure 2
W.T. W ilson 1923 printed cover with Montserrat K ing  

George V  MSCA series, II2d to 4d, between SG 64 a n d  75.
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ure 7), also seen between 1910 and 1930.

Rev. L. Meister had covers sent to him at five 
different locations which appeared in the fol­
lowing order from 1910 to 1930: Amarillo then 
Dorrance (Figure 8) in Texas; Delia and then 
Wichita in Kansas; and finally, Holyoke in 
Colorado. Most were addressed to him as 
“M ister” but some as “R everend .” The 
changes o f address may have been due to his 
move from one diocese to another.

Nick Nicoletich of Oakland, California. His 
covers were printed in an Italic style, which 
appears to have been applied using a rubber 
stamp (Figure 9) between 1915 and 1930.

Benedict Prieth — like Meister, he also had 
covers sent to five different addresses, all in 

Figure 4 New Jersey, in the following order between
Montgomery Ward 1919 printed blue envelope with British 19(X) and 1930 The first four were in New

Guiana King George V 6<t, SG 263, and2<f War Tax, SG271. Jersey — High Street, Market Place, Van Less
Place (Figure 10), and Washington Street, 
and the fifth in Woodland Avenue, Avon- 
by-the-Sea.

A.O. Tittman had two addresses, initially 
in El Paso, Texas, and subsequently in Port 
Washington, New Jersey. Some of his cov­
ers had a typed address (Figure 11) and on 
occasions, were sent to him by overseas con­
sultants, raising the possibility he had dip­
lomatic connections. Covers bearing his 
name are noted between 1900 and 1920.

W.A. Vaughn (Mrs.) was initially in St. 
Figure 5 Louis, Missouri, and later in Amarillo,

Montgomery Ward 1925 prin ted  grey envelope with a pair o f  St. Texas. Her covers usually featured blocks
Lucia King George V 2 H 2d Die II stamps, SG 97.

sponsible for three types of covers which were printed or 
hand-addressed and appeared between 1910 and 1930. 
These were:
• Blue envelopes, Foreign Division, Chicago Avenue 
Bridge (Figure 4);
• Grey envelopes, Export Department, which had a side 
panel for the name and address o f the sender (Figure 5).
• White envelopes,which were always addressed in a spi­
dery style of handwriting (Figure 6).

Harry E. Huber of East Liberty Station, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He provided many covers addressed in the 
same distinctive handwriting with either War Tax stamps 
or with a few low denomination definitive stamps (Fig-

Figure 6
Montgomery Ward 1916 hand addressed cover in 
typical spidery writing on a white envelope with 

Jamaican War Tax, SG 74 and 75.
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of four War Tax stamps from different British West In­
dies territories. The address was hand-written in the same 
characteristic appearance (Figure 12), but was sometimes 
partially applied using a rubber stamp. They only appeared 
during the years of World War I.

Figure 7
Harry H uber 1925 written cover with several Turks & 
Caicos Islands King George V stamps, SG 163a, 167, 

and 169b.

very early providers o f  philatelic covers which had typi­
cal appearance with printed name and address, often with 
a series of stamps. His covers were not seen after about 1900.

Figure 9
Nick Nicoletich 1920 typical Italic style printed cover 

with St. Kitts-Nevis King George V MCAA 2.5d, 3d 
a n d  6d., SG 28-30.

Reverend Meister 1923 cover handwritten to his 
Dorrance address with Turks & Caicos 

King George V 6d, SG  171.

H.L. Clarke of Cambridge, Montana. Covers usually bear 
War Tax stamps, usually in blocks of four, and some­
times with additional pairs and single stamps. These cov­
ers from the BWI were his specialty and were only pro­
duced during the period of World War I.

W.M. McFarlan of Donnington, Pennsylvania, was re­
sponsible for unremarkable covers bearing a few stamps, 
and these were seen in the 1920s.

Iris Buckland of Toronto was responsible for covers with 
blocks of four or more War Tax stamps of the Turks & 
Caicos Islands.

A.C. Roessler of Clay Street, Newark, New Jer­
sey. His cover production was very limited and 
initially favored only the Queen Victoria stamps 
of Dominica with the revenue overprint. There 
were only two varieties with either a single six­
pence, (SGR2), or a strip of three of the 1 d stamps 
(SGR4) [Figure 13], His covers had a printed name 
and address and are only known postmarked be­
tween 1912 and 1914. They appeared in the form 
of first flight covers of other West Indian territo­
ries in the 1920s or as printed covers with stamps 
of French Polynesia. He ceased activity when he 
was arrested for philatelic fraud in 19334.

Burger & Co. of New York. He was one of the

-1 >  N o.?TLl

A

a t
<f. C  .

Figure 10
Benedict Prieth 1909 written cover to his Van Less Place 
address with Grenada, Badge o f the Colony, 3 d  and  6d, 

SG  84 and 85.
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Henry Hechler of Halifax, Nova Scotia. Queen Victoria covers were too few to be considered. Some examples 
stamps of Tobago and St. Vincent (Figure 14) are found are the following stamp companies: Fennel, Hussman, 
on his covers. He, like Burger, was one of the early pro- New England, Toledo and Empire Stamps of Canada.

Figure 11
A.O. Tittman 1918 typed cover with St. Kitts-Nevis 

War Tax stamps, SG 22a and 23 x  3.

viders and his covers also ceased to appear after about 
1900.

The names of a few other obviously commercial provid­
ers were found in the analysis, but the numbers of their

Figure 12
Mrs. WA. Vaughn 1919 handwritten cover with a 

block o f four o f the Cayman Islands War Tax stamps, 
SG 54.

,  \  ' . t J M

A. C. R O E S S LE R ,
lO’i C l a y  S t r e e t ,

N E W A R K . N . J.

Figure 13
A.C. Roessler 1913 typically printed philatelic cover 

with Queen Victoria revenue stamps o f Dominica, 
three Id  values, SG R4.

A  comparison of the American and Canadian with Brit­
ish and European covers is now made:

'a-oz-, TlV "

Figure 14
Henry Hechler 1893 handwritten cover with Turks 

Islands Queen Victoria stamps, Id, SG 62, and three 
different shades o f  the l!2d tablet stamp, blue green, 
pale green and du ll green, SG 53, 53a and 70 respec­

tively and  definitely philatelic!

Figure 15
Reverend Meister 1911 handwritten, but philatelic 

cover with British Honduras Queen Victoria decimal 
overprinted stamps, SG37, 38,40, 49 and  50, sent to 

him at Montserrat, presumably because he was 
residing there.

American and Canadian:
A few stamps; Low denominations; Majority written 

address; Mainly BWI issues.

British and European:
Sets or parts of sets of stamps; High denominations; 
Majority printed or typed; General Colonial issues.
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King Edward VII tablet stamps 
o f the Cayman Islands (Figure 
17).
• Burger cover with a selection 
o f Queen Victoria stamps of Ja­
maica (Figure 18).
• A cover from the New York of­
fice of Stanley Gibbons, with the 
5/- stamp of the Medicinal spring 
issue of St. Kitts-Nevis (SG 10) 
[Figure 19].

Further examples from non-com­
mercial American and Canadian 
providers are:

Figure 16
Roessler 1930 handwritten philatelic cover from another provider, Dr. 

Walter H ess o f the Bahamas, bearing the Tercentenary set o f that colony.

• Charles Becker (professor) of 
New York -- an 1889 cover with 
the color change set o f stamps of 
the ship issue of British Guiana 
(SG 252-257) [Figure 20],

• Customs House Brokers of New York, the firm ’s en­
velope with the complete set of the Badge of the Colony 
issue of the Turks & Caicos Islands (Figure 21).
• Frank Altschul of Park Avenue, New York, a printed 
cover with two low denomination and the 5/- value (SG 
82) of the MSCA issue o f King George V of the Cayman 
Islands (Figure 22).
• Mr. L. M. McLennan of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, a 
typed cover with a high denomination stamp, the 96$ 
value of the pictorial issue of British Guiana (Figure 23).

Figure 17
Tittman 1909 handwritten philatelic 
cover with Cayman Islands K ing  

Edward V II  tablet stamps, SG 2 7  x  2, 
29 x  2, and 33.

However, not all of the covers o f the 
American and Canadian providers are 
of lesser philatelic appearance as de­
scribed in the table. Some reflect the 
characteristics of the British and Euro­
pean providers and are illustrated in the 
following examples: •

• Meister cover with a series o f Queen 
Victoria stamps with decimal surcharges 
of British Honduras (Figure 15).
• Roessler first flight cover with the Ter­
centenary set of the Bahamas (Figure 
16).
• Tittman cover with a selection of the

The majority of the covers of the American and Cana­
dian providers were addressed by hand and the style of

L B U R G E R  &  CO-4
P  POSTAGE STAMPS,
|59 Nassau St., cor. Maiden Lane,

NEW YORK

Figure 18
Burger 1901 printed cover with several Jamaican Queen Victoria 

stamps, SG 7x3 ,  SG 18 x  3, SG 27 and 4dfiscal, SG  F4, 
absolutely philatelic.



the writing was similar for each provider, including those tained by the providers, who subsequently sold them in 
who changed their location from time to time. This sug- the philatelic market. They now appear from descriptions 
gests that they were sent, possibly in bulk (including the in auction catalogues and dealer price lists to be accepted
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No. 65
m 2 I V  c

Registered
m

Stanley Gibbons, Inc.,
198 Broadway,

S S "  '■ <r

NEty YORK.
Figure 19

Stanley Gibbons (Broadway) 1910 printed cover with St. Kitts-Nevis high 
denomination Medicinal Spring 51- stamp, SG  10.

printed envelopes) to the Colonial post offices to pur­
chase stamps or other philatelic material. This is con­
firmed by some of the covers when subsequently acquired 
by collectors are found to contain lists of available stamps 
or instructions.5 Alternatively, envelopes inscribed OHMS 
may have been supplied by the post offices.

CONCLUSION
It is concluded that the majority of the covers of the 
American and Canadian providers were not intended to 
be philatelic and are really “commercial,” but were re­

as philatelic. They should be classified as “incidental” 
rather than “typical.”

REFERENCES
1 Brunner, R. Librarian-in-Charge, Munich Philatelic Li­
brary, personal communication, 2004.
2 Bateson, E.M. “The Four Great Providers: An Analysis 
of Their Philatelic Covers of the Empire Period of the 
British West Indies,” British Caribbean Philatelic Jour­
nal, 43/3 (July 2005), 17.
3 Stewart, Jessop. “Bermuda, The Hart-McLaren Flight.” 

British West Indies Study Circle Bulletin, 
189 (June 2001), 12.
4 Ibid.
5 Bateson, E.M. “The Providers of Phila­
telic Covers of the British West Indies in 
the Empire Period, Victoria, Edward VII 
and George V,” British West Indies Study 
Circle Bulletin, in press.
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Figure 20
Charles Becker 1889 handwritten cover with the British Guiana 

color change o f  the Ship issue, SG 170-174.

Figures 21 -  23 follow  on the 
next page.
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F igure 21
Parcel Agency fo r  the Imperial German Mail Customs House 

Brokers o f  New York, 1902 cover with Turks Islands Badge set,
SG 101-109.

Figure 22
Frank Altschul 1928 printed cover with Cayman Islands 
King George V high denomination 51- stamp, SG 82, also

with Id  and 1 l!2 d  SG 71 and 72.

Illustrations are shown a t between 
58 and 80 percent o f  original.

.Tt\ BRITISH GUIANA
' 'fitfaji 1 k

W!-. L . M. l i c i i

176 Locke S t . # S .  , 

Hamilton, O n ta r io .

Canada.

Figure 23
L.M. McLennan 1936 typed cover with British Guiana 

pictorial high denomination 96<t stamp, SG  299.
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Recent Finds of Scarce BWI Slogan Cancels
By Dr. Reuben A. Ramkissoon, FRPSL
O f the USA

Participating in a post-Washington 2006 trip to visit 
the American Philatelic Center in Bellefonte, Penn­
sylvania paid very worthwhile dividends. Follow­

ing the conclusion of the tour, we were escorted to the 
APS Sales Division, where I asked to see the available 
BWI circuit books, particularly those with Trinidad, To­
bago and Trinidad & Tobago stamps and covers.

“BUY REGENT SPIRIT”-Trinidad & Tobago
The first BWI circuit book containing Trinidad & To­
bago used stamps showed the 1922 1 l/2d rose red Brit­
annia and King George V issue (Scott 23), with a bold 
strike of the very scarce slogan cancel (sc), “BUY RE­
GENT SPIRIT.” (Figure 1). The slogan is about 80%

the earliest (2 PM / November 15) and the latest on the 
same day, but at (6:30 PM) on two covers. The earlier is 
dispatched on November 15 from Chaguanas, Trinidad, 
as an underpaid cover addressed to Scarborough, England, 
with a receiving mark of December 4, 1934. The later 
cover is an inland usage at the l/2d green (Scott 21) rate. 
The stamps on cover are of both of the 1922-28 Britan­
nia and King George V issue; this usage found on a stamp 
is of the same stamp series, and readily fits into the known 
period of use.

“GIVE TO THE PRINCESS ALICE APPEAL” 
Montserrat

Thirteen of the BWI territories participated in the mini­
omnibus issues of 14 pairs of stamps honoring the estab-

R E GE N T
CsYSPIRIT2rd

Figure 1
“Buy Regent Spirit” as a partial strike on a Trinidad & Tobago stamp, left, 

and a fu ll impression o f the slogan at right.

complete, but unfortunately lacks the cancellation date 
stamp for assigning the period o f usage.

Ali and Wike record this slogan (S5) as does Chin Ale- 
ong and Proud as being extremely rare (fewer than 10 
examples seen) in use only at the GPO, Port of Spain, 
and only in November 1934. They illustrate two examples,

Figure 2
“Give to the Princess Alice Appeal” partial strike on 

Montserrat definitive.

lishment of the University College of the West Indies 
(UCWI) on February 16, 1951. The University College 
was incorporated by Royal Charter passed under the Great 
Seal on January 5, 1949, and H.R.H. Princess Alice was 
installed as the First Chancellor on February 16, 1950. 
The UCWI was established in special relation to the Uni­
versity of London, so that students read for their degrees 
of the University o f London. Classes marking the open­
ing of the University College of the West Indies began at 
Mona, Jamaica in 1948.

A number of the postal administrations introduced several 
slogan cancellations (sc) or handstamps (hs) and cachets to 
marie the Princess Alice Appeal Fund which was launched in 
1955 to raise funds for the University College.

My find consisted of a strong strike on a Montserrat three 
cent brown definitive (Scott 131) value, as shown in Figure 2.

Continued on page 12
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B Y  A i P ' M A l L  
P A R  AVION

Figure 3
Anguilla dispatched cover to Jamaica with St. Kitts stam ps and complete 

strike o f “Give to the Princess Alice Appeal.”

B arbados (slogan can ce l in 
black), used between March and 
April 14, 1955, is distinctive to 
this colony: PRINCESS ALICE 
APPEAL / HELP WEST INDIAN 
/ UNIVERSITY.

My example is noted on a cover 
(Figure 4) from April 13,1955 dis­
patched from Forest Reserve, 
Trinidad, to St. Laurence, Barba­
dos, with a six cent adhesive rep­
resenting the Caribbean air mail 
rate. The cover bears two back- 
stam ps—the slogan described 
above, and unique for this coun­
try, with cds to the left o f April 14, 
1955 and receiving St. Lawrence, 
Barbados of April 15, 1955.

Figure 4
Trinidad letter to Barbados showing a fu ll strike reading, 

“Princess Alice Appeal. H elp  West Indian University.”

Despite a relatively long life of about 11 
months o f usage of these slogans (usage 
dates from March 1955 to January 1956), 
examples on or off cover are very infre­
quently seen. These postal markings are 
generally classified as very scarce, with 
less than 10 examples reported.

Among the known slogan cancellations, listed by dates 
of use, are:

Antigua (boxed handstamp in red, used between March- 
May 1955) GIVE TO THE / PRINCESS ALICE / A P­
PEAL.

Dominica (as Antigua, in red), used during March 1955: 
GIVE TO THE / PRINCESS ALICE / APPEAL.

Grenada (2 sc) (as Antigua, boxed handstamp in violet 
on cover): GIVE TO THE / PRINCESS ALICE / AP­
PEAL — on a Grenada cover postmarked at GPO on June 
7 ,1955;PRINCESS ALICEAPPEAL-onan unenclosed

“GIVE TO THE PRINCESS ALICE APPEAL” 
St. Christopher, Nevis and Anguilla

A recent eBay cover offering is represented by an air mail 
cover to Jamaica, dispatched on March 7,1955 at Valley, 
Anguilla, with transit date March 8, 1955 
at St. Kitts and Jamaica arrival o f  March 
12, 1955. A  very bold strike of the boxed 
wavy-line rectangle with a three-line text,
“GIVE TO THE / PRINCESS ALICE /
APPEAL” obliterates the two St. Christo- 
pher-Nevis-Anguilla adhesives (Scott 
#110,113) — four cent red and 12 cent blue 
and brown (Figure 3). One can only con­
jecture that the slogan handstamp was ap­
plied at St. Kitts, as no prior use of this 
handstamp has been reported for Nevis or 
Anguilla for inland or outgoing mail.

British Guiana (as Antigua, boxed handstamp), used in 
March, 1955.

British Honduras (not recorded).
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Figure 5, a &b
The two types o f slogan cancellations o f Jamaica are shown: “Princess 

Alice Appeal” (top), and “Give to the Princess A lice Fund” (below).

single-line handstamp on cover dated at GPO. April 19, 
1955.

Montserrat (boxed handstamp 
similar to Antigua but in black). 
The prior report o f usage was of 
three stamps o ff cover by Dr. 
Arthur S. Griswold; this report 
coincides with this writer’s find. 
Usage is suggested about March 
15, 1955: GIVE TO THE / PRIN­
CESS ALICE / APPEAL.

St. Kitts. Nevis. Anguilla 
St. Kitts (boxed handstamp us­

age has been reported).
Nevis
Anguilla (boxed handstamp 

usage in black)
GIVE TO THE / PRINCESS 

ALICE APPEAL.

St. Lucia (boxed handstamp as 
Antigua in black), March 1955.

St. Vincent (boxed handstamp as 
Antigua in b lack), February- 
March 1955.

Trinidad & Tobago (Chin Aleong 
and Proud, slogan S23), a very rare 
slogan cancellation (less than 10 
seen) used at the G.P.O. Port of 
Spain, earliest date reported as 
March 16,1955, utilizing a unique 

Continued on page 14

Jamaica (2 sc), two covers, April 1,1955, stmck 
in black (Figure 5a), with the Kingston, Jamaica 
cds to the left of the slogan: PRINCESS ALICE 
APPEAL.

A second cover from Kingston, Jamaica dated 
November 30, 1955 addressed to Brazil (Figure 
5b) is backstamped on arrival on December 30, 
1955. Prior reports had indicated earlier usage of 
this slogan from March 30, 1955. GIVE TO THE 
/ PRINCESS ALICE /APPEAL FUND.

Leeward Islands (boxed handstamp in purple), 
May 1955, seen used on an air letter (Figure 6) 
from Jolly Hill, Antigua to Boston, Massachusetts 
franked by a 12-cent Queen Elizabeth II rose vio­
let and magenta Leeward Islands (Scott 141) de­
finitive value. GIVE TO TH E / PRINCESS 
ALICE/APPEAL.

— —

BY AIR MAIL
!*A» AVION

AIR LETTER

" i z

...- J L s k l .......
e—-ff

0 £  *

Figure 6
Antigua airletter dispatched from Antigua shows a fu ll  

strike in violet, “Give to the Princess Alice Appeal.”
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Tweddell, Forand receive awards
By Rob Wynstra
Past President

Two BCPSG members have been named recipients 
of prestigious awards. Edward T. “Tim” Tweddell 
has received the Edward Addiss Award, and 

Michel Forand has received the Robert Cooley Award.

The Edward Addiss Award for lifetime achievement in 
philatelic writing and research w as presented to Mr. 
Tweddell. Funding for this award was provided through 
a generous donation by Lee Addiss in memory of her 
husband, Ed Addiss. Tim was cited by the awards com­
mittee for his groundbreaking series of articles on World 
War II civil censorship in the British West Indies, includ­
ing the Leeward Islands, St. Lucia, and the Bahamas.

This work has presented the first comprehensive history 
and analysis of the various censorship markings in use

Recent Finds of Scarce 
BWI Slogan Cancels
Continued fro m  page 13
machine die which read: BE GENEROUS / AND SUP­
PORT / PRINCESS ALICE APPEAL.

Virgin Islands (boxed handstamp as Antigua, in purple), 
March 1955.
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during that period. He is a previous winner of the Dumin 
Award for the best article published in the Journal.

The Robert Cooley Award for outstanding lifetime ser­
vice to the BCPSG w ent to Michel Forand o f Ottawa, 
Ontario. This award was made possible by a major grant 
from Robert J. Cooley. Michel was recognized for his 
longtime service as editor of the Journal. During his ten­
ure as editor, the journal was widely recognized for the 
high standards of editing and the wide breadth o f  articles.

Michel has also authored several important articles and 
books on Bermuda. In addition, he has been involved in 
editing and marketing of nearly all of the monographs 
published by the group. He earlier received the Addiss 
Award for his philatelic writing, editing, and research.

Payments to the 
BCPSG via PayPal

Payments to the B ritish  Caribbean P hilatelic  
Study Group ca n  be easily made via PayP al. 

PayPal is sim ple to use, quick and secure. 
Payments can  be made for subscription  
renewals, donations to the various fu n ds  

such as the G eneral Fund, The A dd iss  
Memorial and Publication Funds an d  the 
Robert J. C ooley  Awards Fund. To m ake  

payments to  the BCPSG via PayPal:
(1) Go to: www.PavPal.Corn 

(2) Follow the sim p le  instructions for m aking  
a payment.

(3) Paym ent should be made to: 
bcp.sg2005@SBCGlobal,Net 

(4) You can pay using any currency, b u t you 
should specify th a t the payment from  PayPal 
to the BCPSG should  be converted in to  U.S. 
dollars. Paym ents made in other currencies  
must be converted  into U.S. dollars an d  the 

BCPSG in cu rs an additional charge.

I f  you have a n y  problem s, please co n ta c t your  
Treasurer.

http://www.PavPal.Corn
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Scenes from Washington 2006
Photographs by Jerone Hart

Members review auction lots after the 
Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting o f  the 
BCPSG held on Saturday afternoon 

(right and below).

George Fabian at the BCPSG table with Duane Larsen, 
Bernice A ustin  and Mary Gleadall.

More 
photos 
on next 
page.
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A t  the board meeting, fro m  left, 
D uane Larsen, Ed Waterous and 

Jack Harwood.

The A nnua l General Meeting o f  
the BCPSG (below).

Tim Anderson shows an example o f a 
plantation letter during his presentation  

a t the Annual General M eeting.

Above, M ary Gleadall, Bernice 
and Howie Austin at the BCPSG  
Board Meeting. Right, President 

Harwood at the podium at the  
A nnua l General Meeting.

Ji
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Postal Orders in the British Caribbean
By Jack Harwood
President

A Postal Order is a type of money order form de­
signed to conveniently transmit small sums of 
money via the post. By definition, it has a fixed 

face value and an imprinted poundage (commission) 
stamp. A money order form has no fixed face value, and 
typically no imprinted poundage stamp. Postal orders are 
generally considered a form of postal stationery.

limited to domestic usage, while BPOs can be used to 
transmit funds from the colony to the U.K., or to other 
countries within the British sphere.

There is little recorded information about postal orders. 
However, a small group of collectors has been collecting 
information in an attempt to record what exists, and ulti­
mately to publish a catalog. What follows is a summary 
of information known about the issues of the Caribbean ba­
sin countries. If you can add to the listing, or own even a

Figure 1
British Postal Order 

overprinted 
ANTIGUA, 

issued 1968. Note 
M.O.O. (Money 

Order Office) cds.

Kt * Kt LI  SENDER MUST FILL IN  PAYEE'S NAMENot Negotiable (IN  IN K) b e f o r e  p a r t i n g  w i t h  o r d e r

Z.pOONDAOfe,
within Six Calendar M onths  
from  the last day o f  the  
month cf issue
For Regulations see back

P O S T A G E  S T A M P S
not exceeding two: In number may be 
affixed here be:- not elsewhere

(i) up to  5d. for jordert up to 4$. 6d.
(ii) up to I Id. for .orders above 4s.6d. 

Odd halfpennies ore net permissibleRECEIVED the sum due

Signature.

f !  0 0 5 2 1 5
C OUNTERFOIL

To be detached and 
k e p t  fry  the Sender.

The Postmaster General will 
not consider any application 
in respect of an Order which 
has miscarried, or has been 
lost o r destroyed, unless the 
counterfoil is produced.

Postal I /6 Order

To whom payable

At what Office

W hether crossed_____

Dote sent-----------------------

Most of the British Caribbean countries have used postal 
orders over the years. British Postal Orders (BPOs) have 
been provided to most colonies by the U.K. since 1903, 
often overprinted with the colony name to clearly iden­
tify the place of issue. Overprinting was discontinued in 
1984, so since that date, the only means of identification 
of the place of issue has been the issuing office date- 
stamp. In addition to BPOs, “ Inland” postal orders have 
been issued by some colonies. Inland postal orders are

single postal order, the author would like to hear from you. 

Anguilla
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue Inland Postal 
Orders (IPOs).

Antigua
Issued overprinted BPOs (Figure 1). Did not issue IPOs.

sum

.POSTMASTER

. i X r> . r -  THE SENDEtt MUST FILL W THE PAYEE'S NABENOT NEGOTIABLE. before partikg with the order. C u ^ u «30 036? 32

ip) •poslmusler G en era l
TTn

si ■ a l th e  ‘P o s t O ff ic e

w ith in  7 ‘h re e  C a le n d a r  A lo n th s jfro m  the. la s iL j t q y  o f  th e  m o n th  o f  issue.

Tor Eciru.ltttlor.K-H

RECEIVED
the above-named rum

SIC, NATURE.

OrwiniMMiiiiff' iTirnirirr

amount (exdujding an ctiti half-penny)

-■

not exceeds 
total n lo t  
but not e l s e

Postage Stamps
three in number- or bd. in 

may be affixed in p a te  spaces, 
W h e r e ,  to make vp  a brvkan

Continued on page 18

Figure 2
British Postal Order of 
King George V over­
printed POUNDAGE 

PAYABLE IN  
BARBADOS. 

Issued 6 DEC 27 in St. 
John.
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f 015003
COUNTERFOIL

To be detached and kept 
by the Sender.

Postal 15 c. Order.

X an te  e f  P erson to  ta fia n t sen t, a n d  
pjfice a t  Tuhick p a y a b le —

D a te  s j/ ie / t  s e n t—

THE SENDER M U S T  F IL L  IN  THE PAYEE'S NAIIE 
BEFORE P A R T IN G  W IT H  THE ORDER.

015003NOT NEG OTIABLE.

BRITISH
GUIANA INLAND PO STAL ORDER

To the Postm aster General
COMMISSION P

u!iihin Three Calendar 
Months jram the last 
day o f ithe month ofissue.

ĵLLlKC THIS SIGNATURE.

S ta m p s  n o t e x c e e d i n g tw o  i n  n u m b e r  o r 1 0

c e n t s  i n  t o t a l  v a l u e m a v  b e  a f f ix e d in
t h i s  s p a c e . b u t  n o t e l s e w h e r e ,  t o  m a k e u p
a  b r o k e n ,  a m o u n t ( e x c l u d i n g a n  o d d  c e n t ) .

WATTKUJW *  SONS UMrrlC.LOHOOWkBUKSTASLI.

Figure 3 
British  
Guiana  
In land  

Postal Order 
issued 30 JY  
63 in Lodge, 

British  
Guiana.

Bahamas
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.

Barbados
Issued overprinted BPOs (Figure 2). Issued IPOs during 
reign of Queen Victoria, and possibly later. No surviving 
examples recorded.

British Guiana
Issued overprinted BPO s. Issued IPOs circa 1940s 
through 1966 (Figure 3).

Guyana
Used BPOs overprinted BRITISH GUIANA for a short 
period after independence (Figure 4). No BPOs over-

SENDER MUST FILL IN P A Y E E 'S  NAME O  M  K  1  J j /
e  (IN  INK) BEFORE PA RTIN ^ W J T H  O RD ER   ....................... ...... t; 

L ^ p f i i s i t  p o s t a l  m m ®  1 1 1 1 3
’ ’ ’  To'the Postmaster General '**43$ ■

w ithin Six Calendar Months 
from  the la s t day o f the  
m onth o f issue

For Regulations see  back

P o s tm a s ttP O S T A G E  S T A M P S
r o t  exceeding two: In number may be 
affixed here bet- not elscwlyje 

0) up to 5d. for |  orders up lo fL A p  
( ii)  up to  I Id. for lorders ibov /«2df 

Odd halfpennies ore net pcrvtnjptfe

Figure 4
British Postal Order 

overprinted BRITISH  
GUIANA, issued 

Guyana 19 DE 66.

Barbuda
No overprinted BPOs recorded. Did not issue IPOs. 

Bermuda
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.

printed GUYANA are recorded. Issued IPOs shortly af­
ter independence, but they are not currently in general 
use due to inflation.

B R I T I S H  H O N D U R A S
1. I? th a  Order tx- Mossed i c a i -  paym ent will only
ho outdo thron-m 11 Banker, Mid i f  th o  u&m« o f  a  Banker is  aiUtocl pay­
m ent will only he made th roach t h a t  B a n k e r . 1. Afi>-r thin Order lias 
o n w  paid,—to witoniaoever i t  is  p a id , the  Vo.<tnuuiter-O«meral
w illu uth e liable fm any f im-imridjiifiv. S. I f  *uvrrasnreor alteration 
i*e made, or if  this Ordor be cut, d e fa ce d , o r  mnUiatod, jmymen t mnv K- 
refuued. i .  The Keyn;Utwu< u n d er  w h ic h  th is  Order w iatued allow 
the Vostmasior to refuse or delay  t h e  p aym en t of th is Order, trot. be

To the
POSTMASTER in charge o f the MONEY ORDER O FF IC E a t* ...... ............. ....... ..........

PA Y  to * ....... ......:................ .....&.................. ............................................ ;............. ...............v  ... at. any tim e

Postal Order f  1 3 2 5 5
m uain tocrr  report iii* m uon s for ho d o lt)?  t o  th »  Postmoator-f Inwral. 
5. After tlie expiration of Urre w t l h e  fro n t th e  tiu td ay  c f  the JUOHtl; 
of jHHiiH Una order will be payable o n ly  o n  paym en t of an amount 
wjual Ui th e  amount of the  raltrinal cutron tenu n . w ith the addition 
,‘i f  more thau three months Imre tuopacd s i n w  th e  anid expiration) 
of tins amount o f  the original co ium im lon f a r  every  farther period Gf 
three ronut&a which Iiaa an elapsed, s a i l  fo r  every  portion o f  any auch 
period of thru- month# over anti abtive t-verv com p lete  period.

R E C E IV E D  the above-named sum...................... .......... ...................................signature.

mtliin Three C alendar Months from the last day o f  the Month o f  issue the sum o f  
TW ENTY-FIVE CENTS 07 Account o f  the Postmaster-General.

POSTHASTES.

Figure 5 
British  

H onduras 
Inland Postal 
Order o f  King 

George V, 
unissued (no 
datestamps).
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Figure 6
Jamaican Inland 
Postal Order of 
Queen Victoria, 
issued Annotto, 

MR 22 02.

t 8 2 0 1 0 6
J A M A I 0 A

To Ike
PAROCHIAL TR E A SU R E R  at

P A Y
Kitim Three Calendar Month*

O N E  S H I L L

R E C E I V E D  l l i e

British Honduras
Issued overprinted BPOs. Issued IPOs as early as the reign 
of King George V (Figure 5), and possibly earlier.

Jamaica
Issued overprinted BPOs. Issued IPOs during reigns of 
all monarchs beginning with Queen Victoria, and contin-

A 01 2483 
COUNTERFOIL

T o  b e  d e t a c h e d  a n d  
k e p t  b y  t h e  s e n d e r .

The Postmaster General will n o t 
consider any application in respect 
of an Order which has m icamed. 
or has been lost or destroyed, unless 
the counterfoil is produced

Postal $ 5 0 0  Order
1 b  uham  p ayab le

A t w hat o ffic e

P a le  u n it__________

*500 JAMAICA POSTAL ORDER
To the Puumaster General

$500 FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS $500

Not Negotiable SENDER MUST F ILL  IN  PAYEE’S NAME 
ON INK) BEFORE PAR TIN G  WITH ORDER. A 012483

uitbtn Six C alender Months 
from the la s t d a y  o f  the 
month o f Issue

K>r Regulations sec  back 

RECEIVED the sum  due

PO STA G E STAMPS

n o t exceeding  two in 
num ber and «Tcenu in 
value may be affixed here 
but not elsewhere on this 
order.

Figure 7
Jamaican Inland Postal Order, current design, issued Kingston MY 16 03.

Belize
No overprinted BPOs are recorded. Did not issue IPOs.

British Virgin Islands 
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.

Cayman Islands
Used BPOs overprinted JAMAICA. Did not issue IPOs. 

Dominica
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.

Grenada
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.

ues to issue IPOs today (Figures 6 and 7).
Leeward Islands

No overprinted BPOs recorded. Did not issue IPOs. 
Montserrat

Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.
Nevis

No overprinted BPOs recorded. Did not issue IPOs.
St. Kitts

Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.
Continued on page 20

Figure 8
Trinidad Inland Postal 

Order essay, circa 1900.

A) POSTAL ORDER
1 8 3 81

COUNTERFOU

Toti*a>---------------/ C \ - 4— .—   ---------- ------ '-----
^A --------i-- *>»,—— -------------------- ------------  -at ahy.timr.
ithia Thrrr Cnleitdai\ Montiig^from the last day OJ the Month o f i**>u the turn •dfm 
f f -' \  j&H L I N G  or- Account of the Government o f

RKCElVilb tbe sbovfvnstte'i *um
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Some More Nice Finds at Washington 2006
By Dr. P.J. Ramphal
Of Canada

I had ju s t  finished 
writing an article 
titled “BG, found in 

DC” when the July issue of 
the Journal arrived and in 
it was “Some nice ‘finds’ 
at Washington” by Peter 
Elias. I nevertheless offer 
mine!

•BY flIR  MAIL—PAi-

Wcx/V-Gv-V

C y O ^ ^ r y

E S L I E  &  C O ., L T D .  
P- O . B O X  9A,

____G E O R G E T O W N ,
__  . B R IT IS H  OUIANA.

M essrs. Button E x p o r ts ( Canada)Ltd 

420 Lagau c h e t  ie r e  S t 'CWest

M on treal

CANADA,

The first is a British Gui­
ana cover to the U.S., ma­
chine cancelled 13 OCT 
47, franked w ith a King 
George VI 60 and a 120

Figure 2

British Caribbean Postal Orders
Continued fro m  page 19

St. Lucia
Issued overprinted BPOs. Issued IPOs during reign of 
Queen Victoria, and possibly later. No surviving examples 
recorded.

St.Vincent
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs.

Trinidad/Trinidad & Tobago
Issued overprinted BPOs. Issued IPOs as early as reign 
of Queen Victoria (Figure 8), and continues to issue IPOs 
today.

Figure 1

Stabroek M arket (very 
faint in Figure 7). In addi­
tion to the EMC, there is a 
large serifed “ R ” in a 
30mm circle, in violet, on 
the 120 stamp. A t first 
glance, the EMC seems to 
have missed the Stabroek 
stamp, but on closer scru­
tiny, it does indeed cancel 
the lower left hand comer. 
This marking is not re­
corded in either T & H or 
Proud. It is particularly ex­
citing to find this cover be­
cause of a similar one I ob­
tained in Toronto last year, 
dated 25 FEB 1947, mailed 
to Canada, franked with a 

vertical pair of Stabroeks, and again EMC cancelled in 
such a way that the lower stamp appeared to have es­
caped and was struck by the same “R” in circle canceling 
device (Figure 2).

Could it be that in 1947 a rubber handstamp was applied 
to stamps which had apparently escaped prior canceling 
attempts? And why the letter “R”? With respect to rates, 
the 1947 airmail rate to both Canada and the U.S. was 
240, making the cover to the U.S. under rate. Comments 
on all aspects of these covers (Figures 1 and 2) are in­
vited.

Turks & Caicos Islands
Issued overprinted BPOs. Did not issue IPOs. The second (Figures 3 and 4) appears to be a post office
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issued parcel tag (is there such an item?). On the addressee 
side, an unboxed Registered straight line mark, preprinted 
or handstamped, as well as an unexplained number, 
“72839.” It is addressed to the Hussman Stamp Co. in St.

been Mr. Buhsk’s preferred method o f addressing his 
small parcels, and not a post office issued tag, but I wel­
come responses and enlightenment.

The third item (Figure 5), exposes 
my ignorance o f St. Lucia’s postal 
history. I bought it cheaply because 
the dealer failed to notice the first 
flight cancellation. It is an attractive 
pink envelope, franked with a King 
George V 1/- key type and a 4d. 
medallion, each cancelled by a 
single ring Castries, St. Lucia “1st 
AIR MAIL” handstamp, and with 
a Castries, St. Lucia cds dated 25 
SP 29, struck on the front and a par­
tial St. Johns cds receiving mark 
dated 26th on the back.

VWI.lJ

a g r *S rarnTp5*~"
r|6r Collection
paQ i Spjtish G u ian a  )

HSUIH3

Figure 3
Can someone tell me on how many 
flights this undated cancel was 
used, what period of use, and any 
details known about this particular 
flight, and also about the U.S. Con­
sul in Antigua who was the recipi­
ent?

I thoroughly enjoyed my Washing­
ton visit, not least because of my 
attendance at the study group’s An­
nual General Meeting, where I was 
able to attach real faces to so many 
well-known names, and to renew 
acquaintances with others.

Louis and in the sender’s own hand, declared, “used 
stamps.” Also, faintly in pencil are notations M210 and
88112 at the bottom, and 194195 
at the top, probably written after 
delivery. The other side is franked 
by one 40 and a vertical pair of 
60 King George V stamps, all 
cancelled by the Vreed-en-Hoop 
Type 24 cancel, as well as the Geor­
getown transit SO SUPT cds, all 
dated 30 MAY 27.

The sender, John A. Buhsk, has 
used his ornate handstamp, which 
I recognized from previously seen 
covers generated by him, on the 
side with the stamps. Both sides 
of the tag bear blue crayon regis­
tration crosses. The tag may have

' A l f r e d  R . B e a c h
%  U .  S .  C o n s u l .
S t .  Johns, A.vmUA, 

s  LEEV.ARD ISLANDS.

Figure 5
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u < Straight Line” Registered 
Handstamps of the Barbados 

GPO: 1925 to 1950
By Jerone R. Hart
Treasurer

O:
ver the years I have had a keen in- 

| terest in the postal history o f Bar­
bados from 1925 to 1950.1 have ac­

cumulated literally hundreds of covers from 
this period. Every so often I like to pull out 
my exhibit and my hoard of covers and give 
them a closer look. Such is the case with the 
items here. Recently I acquired a registered 
cover that had been hand stamped with a 
GPO “straight line” registration marking.
Not having seen this marking before, I de­
cided to go through my accumulation of cov­
ers from this period to see if I could find 
other examples. My hunt only turned up 
three examples of these straight line registration mark­
ings. One o f which, after closer examination, I discov­
ered is unreported.

| R | n o . 12630

5 ]  y  ■

S y i v ^ . b n

a t -

O 1
d r . . .h -i a v ';.-.

a .  0 3  1 ;< , .

In Barbados Post Office Markings to 1981 by George L. 
Clarke, Reynold Radford and Stephen Cave (British West 
Indies Study Circle, U.K., 1982), section 10, “G.P.O. Reg­
istration Department,” page 43, is listed six different types 
of straight line “Registered” handstamps.
According to  Clarke, the first of these hand- 
stamps was a boxed “REGISTERED LET­
TERS” marking that was dispatched from 
London on May 30, 1873. The next four 
handstamps that Clarke lists are straight-line 
“REGISTERED” markings of varying size 
letters and lengths and were recorded used 
between 1879 to 1906. The sixth mark that 
Clarke lists is a “Registered Letter Post” 
marking that he states was recorded used on 
November 29, 1937.

Figure 1
June 23 ,1925  use to the U S. with manuscript “Registered” 

in upper le ft corner.

Bridgetown is extremely unusual. Of all the registered 
covers that I have, only three covers carry a type of the 
straight line “Registered” handstamp! It would appear that 
the practice at the post office during this period was to 
either not handstamp registered mails at all with these 
special markings or to manuscript mark registered mails. 
These manuscript markings included using the word 
“Registered” somewhere on the face of the cover (see

HERBERT BAYLEY ttS ii& fto . - .
P. O. BOX 61. I  - ~ jj '  ,

BARBADOS. B.W.L ^  'V.

%
£  *y t

a ?

T V e i  Id i l d '  *

B A R BA D O S

No. 1 8 6 0 1

In reviewing the hundred plus registered cov­
ers in my possession, I was struck by some­
thing very interesting. For the period between 
1925 and 1950, the use of these straight line 
“Registered” handstamps by the GPO in

i f -  Z - d j

F igure 2
Novem ber 30,1936 use to the US. with “Register # ” 

in manuscript in  the upper right.
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Figure 3
July 3,1928 use to the U.S. with blue crayon cross in center of 

cover on both the fron t and back o f the cover.

possession from 1925 to 1950, only three 
carry this type of “Registered” handstamp. 
The first of these three covers (see Figure 
5) is an October 19, 1938 registered use to 
Toronto, Canada. The “Registered” hand- 
stamp is in the upper left comer of the cover 
just below the registration label. The cover 
has also been manuscript marked in blue 
with the registration cross on both the front 
and back of the cover. This handstamp mark­
ing is listed by Clarke as J2b (see Figure 
4a), and according to Clarke was dispatched 
from the GPO in London on December 14, 
1878. The letters are 10mm high with the 
length being 48mm. Clarke states that the 
marking was recorded used on February 18, 
1915.1 As can be seen from the cover in fig­

ure 5, this marking was used as late 
as October 19, 1938.

The second type of the straight line 
“Registered” handstamp in my pos­
session is on an October 19, 1938 first 
KLM flight cover addressed to 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. The “Regis­
tered” marking is at the center top of 
the cover (see Figure 6). This mark­
ing appears to be Clarke’s type J2c and 
is described as being “similar to J2b 
but with letters 5 l/2mm high.” Un­
fortunately, Clarke does not tell us the 
overall length of the word.2

December 18,1928 use to Malta with blue crayon cross in center o f both 
the fro n t and back o f the cover.

Figures 1 and 2) and in other cases using a blue crayon to 
make a cross on the face and reverse of the cover (see 
Figures 3 and 4) or a combination of the two manuscript 
marks.

REGISTERED
Figure 4a 

Clarke’s Type J2b

As I mentioned above, the use of straight line “Regis­
tered” handstamps by the GPO during this period on mails 
appears to be extremely unusual; indeed, one might say 
extremely rare. Of the 127 registered uses I have in my

The height of the letters in the example 
in my possession do measure 5 l/2mm 
with the length o f the word being 

35mm long. Clarke also states that this particular mark­
ing was recorded used as early as October 27, 1883.

In the case of these two straight line “Registered” hand- 
stamp markings on the two covers in my possession, I 
find it very difficult to believe that these are the original 
handstamps that were dispatched from London as early 
as 1878 or early 1880s. This would mean that these two 
marking were still in use at the Barbados GPO some 58 
years after being procured from the London GPO. Al­
though anything is possible, I find it highly unlikely that 
these handstamps could be the original handstamps. Since 
I have no examples of these two markings used prior to 
the two covers mentioned above, I have no way of com­
paring these two markings with earlier examples from 
the late 19th or early 20th century to see if they are the 
original markings.

Continued on page 24
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1 2 l o
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q. lAjUriZdcUjL JjLX.
' / o-

5. -

Figure 5
October 19,1939 registered use to Canada with C larke’s 

Type J2b straight line Registered” marking.

CLj-t- ZclouJP atiilSl EhtU

On the bottom  left side of the cover is the 
handstam p “REGISTERED L E T T E R  
POST.” This marking is somewhat similar 
to Clarke’s type J3 (see Figure 8) with some 

major differences. Clarke states that J3 
is “62mm long with upper and lower 
case letters 7mm and 4 l/2mm high.” 
Clarke also states that J3 was recorded 
used on November 29, 1937.3

The differences between J3 and the 
marking on the cover in my possession 
are that the letters are all in capitals. 
The height of the letters is 6mm high 
and the length of the line is 77mm. 
Thus, I believe this to be a new type of 
straight line “Registered” handstamp 
unlisted by Clarke. Since this marking, 
as well as the two examples above are 
the only three examples of these mark­
ings that I have in my possession, it is 

Continued on page 26

Figure 6
April 19,1938 registered use to the U.S. with C larke’s Type J2c 

straight line “Registered” marking.

The third cover in my possession is also un­
usual. The cover (see Figure 7) is from  the 
U.S. Foreign Service in Barbados and is 
addressed to the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C. The cover was processed 
through the Barbados GPO on November 
2, 1940. On the right side of the cover is a 
Library o f Congress receiving mark dated 
November 22,1940. Around the inner circle 
of the receiver it reads “The Library o f Con­
gress Mail & Del. Div.” Above the month 
in an arc it reads “Fourth Mail.”

Figure  7
November 2,1940 registered use to the U.S. showing the  unreported 

“REGISTERED LETTER POST” straight line marking.
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BCPSG Exhibits and Awards
By Paul Larsen
Awards Chairman

Following is a listing o f recent British Caribbean 
Philatelic Study Group (BCPSG) member exhibit 
participants and awards.

Washington 2006. May 27 - June 3 
Washington, D,C,

Washington 2006 was the first International Exhibition 
in North America under FIP patronage in the 21st Cen­
tury. The show was well planned and executed with some­
thing for attendees of all ages and tastes. Many diligent 
volunteers, both long term and short, “made it happen.” 
It was not to be missed. There were over 3,000 frames of 
competitive exhibits. Eight members entered exhibits; 
four were eligible for our Cameron Trophy. Four group 
consultants made the (very difficult) final choice from 
the powerful group of Caribbean area exhibits. Exhibit 
awards were:

Federico Borromeo
Nevis: A most difficult country to collect 

Large Vermeil, Cameron Trophy

Darryl Fuller
Leeward Islands Postal Stationery 

Gold

Richard Maisel 
Cayman Islands, 1889-1920 

Large Gold

Ian Matheson
British Honduras 1767-1936 

Gold

Reuben Ramkissoon 
Tobago 1772-1913 

Large Vermeil

David Smith
Postal Stationery o f Jamaica 

Gold

Paul Larsen
Caroline Islands to 1914:

The Spanish and German Periods 
Large Vermeil

Show Literature competition
Rueben Ramkissoon

A Philatelic Handbook on Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi (Mahatma Gandhi)

Silver
Postage Stamp for a Day:

The Trinidad World War I Red Cross Label (Study) 
Silver Bronze

M. Fitz Roett 
Barbados: 1686 to 1882 

Gold

Congratulations to all of the exhibitors. Thank you to all 
who minded the BCPSG society table during the course 
of the show, to those who helped with the various award 
selections and presentations and to David Wilson for 
award shipping and handling in Washington.

INDYPEX 2006. Tulv 7-9 
Indianapolis. Indiana

James Czyl 
Lundy Cinderellas

Silver, Lundy Best Nontraditional Exhibit

George Fabian 
Classic Lundy

Gold, Lundy Best Traditional Exhibit

Paul Larsen
German Togo 1885-1914 

Gold, GPS Medal

Minneapolis Stamp Expo, July 21-23
Crystal, Minnesota

Reuben Ramkissoon 
Postal History o f Trinidad, 1797-1885 

Gold, Pre-1900 APS Medal, BCPSG Medal
The WWI Trinidad Red Cross Label that Became a 

Postage Stamp (SF)
Gold

Paul Larsen
German Togo 1885-1914 

Reserve Grand, Gold, GPS Medal

Continued on page 27
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not possible to give a range of dates o f use. Perhaps other 
members of the BCPSG who have registered mails from 
Barbados in their collections could review their covers

Registered Letter Post
Figure 8

Clarke’s Type J3 “Registered Letter Post” marking.

for these markings and send me the type marking along 
with the date of use and we could establish a range of 
dates of use . My electronic m ail address is: 
jrh93@SBCglobal.net.

From my own research, there is little doubt in my mind 
that the use o f  the straight line “Registered” handstamps 
on mails between 1925 and 1950 are extremely scarce if 
not rare.

FOOTNOTES
1 George L.W. Clarke, Reynold Radford and Stephen Cave, 
Barbados Post Office Markings to 1981. (The British West 
Indies Study Circle, United Kingdom, 1982), 43.
2 Ibid , Clarke et al., 43.
3 Ibid, 43.

Name change, postal codes 
for Cayman Islands

The Cayman Islands Post Office has changed its name 
to the Cayman Islands Postal Service, and at the same 
time, has introduced new postal codes for the island 
nation. The new seven-digit postal codes are designed 
to help with mail sorting while at the same time im­
prove delivery service.

The new postal codes went into effect August 9. Each 
postal customer was given a code with seven characters 
that start by identifying each of three islands with postal 
service. The other numbers establish location of the post 
office and the section where the postal box is located.

BCPSG Exhibits and Awards
Continued fro m  page 25

Stampshow 2006. August 24-27 
Rosemont, Illinois

Jerry Hart
The Indian Postal Administration o f Aden: 1843-1937 

Prix d’Honneur

Steve Schumann
New Zealand Postal Stationery, 1876-1940 

Prix d’Honneur

Rob Wynstra
Leeward Islands Village Mail 1734-1932 

Prix d’Honneur

Paul Fletcher
The Postage Due Stamps o f Australia 

Gold, APS 1900-1940 Medal

Jerome Casper 
United States Aerogrammes 

Gold, EF&O Collectors Club First

Reuben Ramkissoon
Postal Stationery o f  Trinidad and Tobago, 1879-1937 

Gold, BCPSG Medal
The Trinidad WWI Red Cross Label that Became a 

Postage Stamp (SF)
Gold

An Astrophilatelic Rendition o f the Conquest o f  Space: 
Part 3, Project Apollo - The Moon Landing Mission 

(Lit.)
The Erani Drossos Award

for second best article published in the 
2006 American Philatelic Congress Book

Raymond Murphy
Belgian Railway Parcel Post Cancels (SF)

Silver

BALPEX 2006. September 1-3 
Hunt Valley. Maryland

Reuben Ramkissoon
Air Letter Sheets (Aerogrammes) o f Trinidad and 

Tobago 1943-1995 
Vermeil

Trinidad Connections o f the 1931 Dornier D O-X South 
American Flight (SF)

Gold

mailto:jrh93@SBCglobal.net
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Treasurer’s Report: June 1,2005 to May 31, 2006 
Submitted at the Annual General Meeting of the BCPSG 

Washington 2006, Washington DC May 27,2006
The following financial report was submitted to both the Board o f  Directors Meeting and at the Annual 

General Meeting of the BCPSG in Washington, DC on May 27,2006 and was approved. The financial data 
covers the period from June 1, 2005 to May 31, 2006.

Overall, BCPSG is financially sound. Total income for the period was $17,086.91 that included a $5,000 
bequest from one of our members. This bequest will provide a cash award to first time exhibitors o f  British 
Caribbean material. The BCPSG also received a $928 donation from the now  defunct Belize Study Group. In 
addition, the generosity o f  our members during the renewal period added another $877.86 to the General Fund, 
the Addis Memorial and Publication funds. Expenditures for the period totaled $13,107.
Jerone R. Hart 
Treasurer

June 1, 2005 to May 31,2006

(a) Current Balance: AH Accounts-------------------------------- $65,698.99

Income Statement: J u n e  1 ,2 0 0 5  to May 31 , 2 0 0 6

Type In com e US $ ’s U K . Canadian International Grand T o ta ls
Subscriptions $2911.07 $1,460 .13 $956.41 $659.69 $5,987.30

Member D onations** $779.00 $53 .86 $6.00 $39.00 $877.86
Member B equests*** $5,000.00 0 0 0 $5,000.00

Extraordinary D onations* $928.00 0 0 0 $928.00
Advertising R evenues $978.00 0 0 0 $978.00

Sale of P ublications $119.38 0 0 0 $119.38
Auction R evenues $167.56 0 0 0 $167.56
Investment Incom e  

(Interest)
$3,028.81 0 0 0 $3,028.81

Grand T ota l $17,086.91

Expenditures: J u n e  1, 2005 to May 31, 20 0 6

Type E xpenditure Total for P eriod
Maintain W eb site $70.80

Ian A  P otter  
Book Settlem ent*

$1,760.00

Stationery S u p p lies  
And P ostage

$575.05

Hospitality Su ite  a t the 
Annual General M eeting

$527.82

Indiana Stam p C lubs $100.00
Excel Program $243.79

Cooley A ward-Cash Prize $265.00
Viriditas (B erm uda  

Book)
$1,000.00

Collectibles Insu ran ce $28.00
PayPal F ees $51.27
Honorarium  

Journal E d itor
$2,000.00

Journal P ublication  
All Shipping C osts

$6,485.27

Grand T ota l $13,107.00
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Membership Director’s Report - By Tom Giraldi

New Members
All new applicants listed in the last issue o f the Journal 

have been accepted as members o f the British 
Caribbean Philatelic Study Group. 

Congratulations and welcome to the Group.

New Applicants
Robert Bourque, c/o Pan Atlantic Bank & Trust, Musson 
Bldg., 2nd Floor, Hincks Street, Bridgetown, BARBA­
DOS.
Bernard Beston, P.O. Box 1663, Bundaberg 4670 AUS­
TRALIA
Richard Conn, 10050 Counselman Rd., Potomoc, MD 
20854 USA
Charles Briggs, 129 10th Street NE, Washington, DC 
20002 USA
Courtenay A. McConney, 20 First Avenue, Dover Gar­
dens, Christchurch 15028 BARBADOS 
David Flaat, P.O. Box 27700, Bay Point, FL 32411-7700 
USA
David Lethbridge, Melyngover M ill Lane, Grampound 
Truro, Cornwall TR2 4RU UNITED KINGDOM

Maurice D. Wozniak, 1010 Berlin St., Waupaca, WI 
54981 USA
Anita A. Povich, 309 West Charles, Champaign, IL 61820 
USA
Terry Douglas G rant II, 9932 Hawthon H ill Ct., 
Manassas, VA20110 USA
D.T. Swart, P.O. Box 2502, Cramerview 2060 SOUTH 
AFRICA. Philatelic interests: Barbados. Sponsored by 
M.J. Nethersole
John Cress, 508 Crowfields Ln., Asheville, NC 28803- 
3284 USA. Philatelic interests: airmail, British and Aus­
tralian, post World War I. Sponsored by George Fabian. 

Note: The first 10 applicants were processed without 
philatelic interests listed or sponsorship.

Change of Address
Mr. Eugene M. Yount Jr., 103 Wilmington St. #Down, 
Rochester, NY 14620-1931 USA

I f  any member has information, such as a change o f  address, to be included in the Membership D irector’s 
Report, please contact m e, either by mail (see inside front cover o f the Journal) or by email, a t

TEG43@aol.com Thank you.

Advertising Rates for the British Caribbean Philatelic Journal for 2007
The following advertising rates will be effective as o f  January 1,2007. All billing for advertising will be done in 

December preceding the year in which the advertisements will appear. Advertisers will be billed in December 
2006 for advertising in the 2007 Journals. Advertising rates are based on (1) single-issue insertion or (2) a four 
issue (complete year, January through December) rate. The rates effective as o f January 2007 are:

Type and size Ad Cost/single Insertion Cost/Year 4 Issues
1/4 page $30.00 $100.00
1/2 page $75.00 $250.00

Full Page $100.00 $350.00
Back Cover $125.00 $400.00

Single-Sided Insert* $80.00 $300.00
Double-Sided Insert* $125.00 $400.00

* The sin gle-sided  and double-sided insertions are stand-alone pages inserted into th e Journal by the printer. The cost o f  
the insertions also includes the c o s t  o f  printing.

As can be seen from the above rates, there is a significant reduction in the cost of advertising on an annual basis 
as opposed to single insertions. The British Caribbean Journal is a good place to advertise material from this very 
popular area of philately. We distribute about 400 journals four times a year and the philatelic interests of our 
members range from beginning collectors to very advanced collectors and exhibitors. Our journals reach members 
in the U.S., Canada, the United Kingdom, the Caribbean as well as many other countries of the world. For further 
information, please contact your Treasurer at bcpsg2005@SBCglobal.net._________________________

mailto:TEG43@aol.com
mailto:bcpsg2005@SBCglobal.net
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President’s Message - —  — By Jack Harwood

A t our gathering in Washington this past May, we 
enrolled more than a dozen new members. I bid 
them a warm and enthusiastic welcome, and 

hope that they will find our group as worthwhile and fas­
cinating as I have. As new members, I invite you to ac­
tively participate in group functions. Don’t be afraid to 
contact the Study Group Leaders who cover your inter­
ests. They can be an excellent resource for your ques­
tions, and can help you find other collectors with similar 
interests. An article on your particular area of interest 
would be welcomed by our Editor. The Auction Manager 
would be pleased to receive your consignments and your 
bids in the next sale. And I especially encourage you to 
consider attending the group’s annual meetings. At those 
meetings, you will begin to understand what makes this 
a special group. Collectors from all walks of life attend, 
sharing a common interest in “our” islands.

Please seriously consider joining us in St. Vincent in May 
2007 for a very special Annual Meeting. It is on such a 
trip that the charm and allure of the Caribbean can truly 
be found. In addition to meeting members from around 
the world, this visit will offer the opportunity to see and 
do many things the typical visitor never experiences. 
Whether you enjoy visiting village post offices, a day at 
the town market, a hike to the rim of a volcano, or simply 
stretching out on a deserted beach, you’ll find the chance 
to do it in St. Vincent. There will be ample opportunity to 
explore the island with other members of the group, or to 
do so on your own. We expect to offer something to sat­
isfy almost any interests you may have. Please come join 
us.

Enclosed with this issue, you should find a separate sheet 
to complete and return if you hope to attend the St. Vin­
cent meeting. Completing the sheet will not commit you 
to attending, but it will be a great help in planning our 
activities. If you expect to attend, or even if you think 
you may attend, please send in the sheet. Your meeting 
planners will appreciate your input.

I ’ve had several inquiries from members asking for sug­
gestions on air travel to St. Vincent. To be honest, it’s not 
the easiest island in the Caribbean to reach by air. But it 
can be done. At the present time, only Caribbean Sun, 
Caribbean Star and LIAT airlines serve St. Vincent. How­
ever, they each have partnerships with U.S. airlines. I sug­
gest contacting your favorite airline for advice on rout­
ing and scheduling. Direct flights are available from Pu­
erto Rico, Barbados, Grenada, and several others. If you

can be flexible in your 
departure and return 
dates, reasonable fares 
are possible. We are 
also working on ar­
ranging a charter flight 
out of Florida (prob­
ably Orlando o r M i­
ami). Whether that will 
be financially feasible 
will depend upon the 
level of interest. Be 
sure to indicate your 
preferences on the in­
formation sheet if you 
would like to use the 
charter flight. Regardless, it’s not too early to begin mak­
ing flight arrangements. Most airlines now have sched­
ules set for next May.

We still expect that St. Vincent will issue a new stamp 
(or stamps) to commemorate our group. To the best of 
my knowledge, this will be the first time a recognized 
government issues a stamp to honor an American phila­
telic organization.

Our International Director, David Druett, has arranged a 
BCPSG table at the November 24-25 stamp show at 
Torquay, Devon (a few miles east of Plymouth) in the 
United Kingdom. If you expect to be in the U.K. during 
that time, plan to visit the show. For information and di­
rections, visit the web site at www.Torquay2006.org.uk.

Our Editor still needs your article, long or short, on any 
Caribbean area philatelic subject. Please don’t be afraid 
to put pen to paper. If you haven’t visited our web site 
lately, you may want to take a look. You can find it at 
www.bcpsg.com.

Auction Manager Howie Austin is now ready to receive 
your consignments for the next auction. This is the time 
to clean out your unwanted material, and turn it into cash.

And finally, Peter Flynn’s new book on Bermuda cen­
sored mail, Intercepted in Bermuda, should be published 
by the end of this year. BCPSG members will receive a 
20% discount off list price. From what I have seen, this 
is an excellent book, a must for any collector of censored 
mail. Congratulations, Peter.

http://www.Torquay2006.org.uk
http://www.bcpsg.com
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STEAMSHIP LINES 
TO THE CARIBBEAN 

VOLUME 1
By Michael R. Rego

This book, the first of 4 volumes, covers 2 of the most 
important lines, the Royal Mail L ine and Hamburg- 

American Line. The format details the history of each line, 
advertisements of the time, route structure, listings of 

offices and agents, any local stamps used, agents markings 
and ship markings, together with illustrations of some of 

the ships themselves and a Fleet List. This softbacked 
book of approximately 230 pages will be a welcome 

addition to every British West Indies collector’s library. 
PRICE: £36.00 (BWISC member’s discount £4.00) 
This book is available now and can be ordered from 

David Druett of Pennymead Auctions at 
1, Brewerton Street, Knaresborough,

N. YORKS, HG5 8AZ, U.K. 
or via email at 

Pennymead @ aol .com
or via Telephone at 0044 (0)1423 865962 or Fax at 

0044(0)1423547057.
Please a d v ise  if  airmail or surface m ail is required for 

o ve rse a s  orders. Post & p a ck in g  are extra.

COMMERCIAL
M A I L

We have recent commercial mail, many with local usages, 
including meters, inter-island, registered governmental 
stampless, etc. from many of the Caribbean countries (in­
cluding Bermuda). Rare St. Vincent Provisionals 1999-2003 
available.

Prices start from  $US 2. Limited supply.
Please write/fax for details.

We also carry earlier material.
Cheques accepted in any currency.

STEVEN ZIRINSKY
Box 49, Ansonia Station, NY, NY 10023 USA 

Tel: 718-706-0616 Fax: 718-706-0619 
szirinsky @ cs.com

__________ Member: APS PTS_____________

BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY

REQUEST A CATALOGUE FOR OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION. 
PLEASE SPECIFY YOUR INTERESTS.

WANT LISTS INVITED FOR PRE-1935 MATERIAL. 
REFERENCES PLEASE.

W E ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH STAMPS, 
POSTAL HISTORY AND SPECIALIST ITEMS.

Victoria Stamp Company
PHOEBE A. MACGILLIVARY  

P.O . BOX 745, RIDG EW O O D, NJ 07451, U SA  
PH O N E (201) 652-7283 FAX (201) 612-0024  

Email: VictoriaStam pCo@ aol.com  Website: VictoriaStampCo.com

mailto:VictoriaStampCo@aol.com
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THE *
BRITISH QrfO 

COMMONWEALTH
O • F N * A * T * I » 0 * N * S  V___y

X

“VISIT OUR BOOTH A1 
MOST MAJOR SHOWS’

We are active buyers and sellers o f stamps and postal 
history of all areas of pre-1960 British Commonwealth, 
including individual items, collections or estates.

Want lists from all reigns are accepted with references.

L. W. Martin, Jr.

CROWN COLONY STA M PS
-  P .O . BOX 1 1 9 8

BELLAIRE, TEXAS 7 7 4 0 1  [fiffl 
PH. (7 1 3 )  7 8 1 - 6 5 6 3  •  FAX (7 1 3 )  7 8 9 - 9 9 9 8  XNP

Do you Collect

the WEST INDIES and the 
CARIBBEAN AREA?
As the leading SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION 
fo r the CARIBBEAN and th e  W EST INDIES,
founded in 1976, we hold 6 to 8 sales per year and 
cater for the Specialist, the General Collector and 
the Beginner. We offer quality in POSTAL HISTORY, 
STAMPS, PROOFS, S P E C IM E N S , BOOKS, 
POSTAL STATIONERY, & EARLY MAPS from the 
16th century onwards.

Write or telephone for FREE CATALOGUE.

a V B A *  Dept. BCPJ
J *  P .O .Box 17
j T S S I K f *  Th irsk,N . Yorks 
W  <  Y 0 7  1TT

ENGLAND

Telephone: Thirsk (0845) 523942
Member: BCPSG, BWISC

Always the Unusual, 
Esoteric & Inimitable...

We o ffe r Mail Sales w ith  ex­
tremely interesting material in the 
$25 - $150 range. In addition, our 
Public Auctions offer appropriately 
rare and specialized material.

We are always interested in buy­
ing specialized items or collections.

Our Mail Sale and Public Auction catalogs are sent 
free to members of The British Caribbean Philatelic Study 
Group on request. Please specify which catalog you wish.

G e o r g e  
k Alevizos

P.O. Box 1408
Topanga, CA 90290-1408 USA  
Telephone: (310) 455-2300; FAX: (310) 455-2303 
Cal. A uc. Lie. No. A1229
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The British Empire
A-Z 1840-1935 Mint and Used

The Largest and Most Valuable 
Stock in America

W A N T  L I S T S
For decades we have had the great pleasure of working 
closely with our clients in the formation of many fine 
private and international exhibition standard collections. 
I will be pleased to place our expertise at your disposal.

■  30 Volumes in all price ranges, individually stocked!
■  You may acquire exactly those items that you need!

■  Receive on approval (references please) or per quotation! 
B Scott or Stanley Gibbons numbers! 

fl Prompt, expert service!

G eo rg e 7@). J fo lsc /ic zu e r

COLONIAL STAMP CO.
5757 WELSHIRE BLVD., PH#8 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90036
Ph: (323) 933-9435 
Fax (323) 939-9930 

eMail: gwh225@aol.com 
Visit our Web Site: www.colonialstamps.com

i
CCNY, CSDA, IFSDA, 

INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY APPRAISERS

mailto:gwh225@aol.com
http://www.colonialstamps.com

