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LET'S ALL SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE 

Until your present Editorial Board was formed as a unit, most of us 
were casually acquainted and had had little opportunity to interchange 
ideas . As not too unusual, some expressed opinion met general agreement; 
at other times, the speaker found himself alone in his beliefs. However, in 
our short period together, there was one topic discussed at some length, 
upon which there was unanimous agreement; so much so that we decided it 
should be expressed in writing. 

VVe refer to the all-too general practice of using a different word to 
describe the same philatelic object. Each writer chooses a word he thinks 
most descriptive, creating nothing but confusion. A prime illustration is 
the variation in nomenclature applied to a stamp of doubtful status. 
One calls it a counterfeit, another a reprint. Some use the word forgery, 
while others name it fake. The same writer might later refer to this 
same specimen as bogus or imitation . If several of these terms are identi­
cal in meaning, and used synonymously, to avoid repetition of the same 
word, this fact should be explicit and should become generally under­
stood. The term falu, for example, may really be a synonym for bogus, 
or may have a special meaning of its own . Cannot philately meet and 
agree upon the proper word to describe such an item, so that all of us, 
authors and readers, will know exactly what is meant? 

Your Editorial Board would be willing to set forth in a future 
number our ideas of a uniform usage of philatelic terms to be generally 
accepted and used. We would offer the first suggestion but make no 
demands that our ideas be final. We could invite the cooperation of all 
other philatelic societies and philatelic publications, to agree upon a uni­
form philatelic terminology. Otherwise the present laissez-faire policy 
will continue this confusion. The problem is not insoluble and offers 
American philately the opportunity to show its unity. 

vVon't you take the time to write us your ideas on this controversial 
subject, and perhaps accompany your letter with a list of terms you think 
need clarifying? In a later issue, we shall try to give you a report upon 
the way the membership seems to feel about this. 

Henry M. Goodkind, Chairman, Editorial Board 
Winthrop S. Boggs Edwin Mueller Elliott Perry Stephen G. Rich 
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Back Numbers "C C P" 

We wish to call to your attention that we 
have avai lable quite a stock of back num­
bers of "C C P ," not only of the more 
recent years but goi ng back quite a long 
way. 

If you are interes ted in any of these, 
please notify th e C lub, 22 East 35th Street, 

lew York 16, N. Y., as to which numbers 
you desire and include remittance for 
same, based upon a charge of one dollar 
per copy. 
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The Pre-stamp Postmarks of 

AUSTRIA 
A Monograph about the 

postmarks used in Austria 

before June 1, 1 850. 

By EDWIN MUELLER 
Preface 

The period of pre-s tamp postm arks m 
Austria cove rs just one hundred years. The 
fir st known postmarks a re from 1751 , and 
their use on st ampless covers ended on May 
3 1, 1850. Postage stamps were introduced in 
Austri a on June 1, 1850, and, as th eir use 
was mad e immed iately obligatory for all do­
mestic mail , there was no transition period, 
the pre-stamp period of A ustri a ending on th e 
day of th e introduction of postage stamps. 

The period since June 1, 1850, during w hich 
Austri an postm a rks were used as cancell ers, 
the attr ac tive Austrian cancella tion s, is cov­
ered quite adequ ately in phil atelic literature1 2 

and leaves on ly detai ls open for research. 
There have been no similar publications abo ut 
Aus~rian pre-s t amp postm arks. Anton Kumpf­
Miku li has ou tlined in his book, which dis­
cusses th e pre-stamp postmarks of the wo rld ,3 

the vast possibi lities for research and study in 
this field and hi s pionee r wo rk h as not only 
g re'! tiy enriched our knowledge, but also has 
put the spo tlight on Austri a as one of th e most 
interesting fields of pre-stamp postmarks. But 
more accu rate research and compil ation we re 
hampered, on the one hand , by the difficulty of 

' Edwin Muell er and Dr. Stephan Mayer: Gro sses 
Handbucli der Abstempelungen von A lt oesterreich trnd 
L ombardei-Venetien ( German , Vienn a 19 25), 4 10 
pages and suppl eme nt of 2-J. pages. 

-2 Edwin 1\1ueller: Die P ost stempel au/ der Freimark­
e 11 -Au sgab e r867 von O est erreich und Ungan1 ( Ger­
man, Vienna 19 30) 1 420 pages. 

3 Anton Kumpf-Mikuli: Ne11e Brief e 11eber alt e . I. 
Die P ostsle m pel ( German, Vienna 19 3 1), Chapters 
XIV to XIX. 
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reaching all sources of official information and 
partly by the lack th ereof; and, on the other 
han::I, by th e scarci ty of stampless covers ~ith 
pre-st amp postmarks of Austria, especially 
th ose of th e 18th century and of the 19th 
century postmarks from some provinces. It 
can be estim ated th at despite conce rted effor ts 
of v ~ rious persons and o rganiz ations only 25 % 
of the 18th century and not more th an 75 % 
of the existing 19th century postmarks h ave 
been found and registered; and that many 
dates r elating to th eir first use and color s used 
are quite incomplete. A reliable list of all 
post offices • which existed in Aus t°ria during 
th e pre-stamp period has not even been pub­
lished as the list by Ludwig K almus and 
Anton Kumpf-Mikuli 4 proved to be not only 
highly incomplete but also full of incorrect 
dates. Two import ant studies were made in 
recent yea rs, which cover part of th e field, one 
published by Bela T erfi concerning th e pre­
stamp postmarks used in the then Austr ian 
provinces of Hungary, Transylvania, Croatia­
Slavoni a and the Milita ry Border District ,5 

th e oth er ( unfortun ately unpublished) by 
Ludwig v. Steinbach abo ut those of the provin­
ces of Galicia and Bucovin a.6 Both are fully 

•Lud wig Kalmus and Anton Kumpf-Mikuli: P ost­
ort eve rzeiclrnis von O est erreich und Ungarn (German, 
\'ie.111a 1934 ), 22 pages. 

s B~b Terfi: Ungarisc he P ostabst emp elu119e 11 . I . J7or 
d er A1arke· Brie/ e und d eren Abstempelungeti ( German, 
Bud apest 1 9~ 3, exists also in Hungarian ) , 324 pages. 

6 Ludwig v. Steinbach: H a 11 dbuch der vorph ila telistis· 
ch en Galiz isch e 11 und Bukow i11isclien P ostst empel in 
d e 11 Jahre 11 I772-I850 (Manu scrip t, German and 
Poli sh , Lemberg i948 ), 266 pages. 
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AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
adequate for the territories covered , but they 
are no sati sfactory substitute for a general 
work covering all Austrian pre-stamp post­
m arks. 

Several shorter articles about regional post­
marks or special kinds of postmarks can be 
found in philatelic literature, one of the most 
interesting being by Friedrich Wilhelm Thal­
mann about the "R. 3" and " R. 4" postmarks, 
used during the Bavarian occupation of 
Austrian provinces.7 

In the following monograph an attempt is 
made to lay the basic foundations for an 
adequate work about the pre-stamp postmarks 
of Austria. It contains all information ex­
pected from such a monograph , short of giving 
a list of post offices and postmarks, for which 
the time for its publication still does not seem 
ripe. But in the following chapters, the whole 
history and development of postmarks in 
Austria from 1751 to 1850 is thoroughly cov­
ered, and can be considered as giv:ng all im­
portant facts within the field. Only the future 
discovery of unknown official documents can 
change the views we hold today; otherwise 
we can be satisfied with the result of the 
research published here partly for the first 
time. A great number of official documents, 
assembled for many years during our residence 
in Austria, as well as our own collection of 
pre-stamp covers, adequately supplemented by 
elaborate notes about Austrian pre-stamps 
postmarks in other collections, enable us to 
accomplish this. Only Austria proper is cov­
ered , while the outlying provinces, already lost 
during the 18th century (Austrian Nether­
lands, Vorderoesterreich , possessions in Italy), 
which had an entirely different postal history 
and development, are omitted. For the same 
reasons, the postmarks of Lornbardy-Venetia, 
which also had an entirely independent de­
velopment, as well as those of the Austrian 
post offices abroad (including the Danube 
Stearn Navigation Company) for which the 
pre-stamp period ran from 1787 to 1863 and 
1864, are not included. In any event there 

7 Friedrich Wilhelm Thalmann: Aufst cllun g d er 
d eutsch en Ray onst emp el, article in "Sa vo" ( German, 
Vienna 1937-1938). 

8 Dr. 1\Iax Kleb and Anton Kumpf-Mikuli: Katalog 
d er V orphilat elistisch en Po stst empel v on Lomhardei­
V enetie 11 (German and Italian, ' ' ienna 1936 )i 102 

pages and supplement. 
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exist for Lornbardy-Venetia satisfactory mon­
ographs by Dr. Max Kleb and Anton Kurnpf­
Mikuli S as well as Alfredo Banci.9 For simi­
lar reasons, Austrian Fieldpost Offices, which 
operated inside the borders or on foreign soil , 
as well as foreign Fieldpost offices on Austrian 
soil have not been considered. 

To avoid misunderstanding by unsatisfac­
tory translations of names or terms- for many 
of them correct English terms do not exist­
the German terms as used at that time in 
Austria have been included within brackets 
along with the English equivalent. Town 
names have been used in the same spelling as 
they are found on the postmarks; while ex­
isting English names for a few of them, such 
as Vienna for Wien, Trieste for Triest or 
Prague for Prag have been disregarded. 

With these basic foundations laid down, it 
is hoped that the final job of assembling a re­
liablt: list of all Austrian post offices and post­
marks of the pre-stamp period, with valu­
ations for all listed items, will be a matter of 
only a few years. The help of all collectors 
in this field to accomplish this work is solicited 
herewith. Please address the author at Room 
730, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y. 

History, Territorial Changes 
At the time when postmarks were intro­

duced in Austria, Empress Maria Theresa of 
the House of Habsburg ruled the country. 
Austria, its native name being "Oesterreich," 
was at that time one of the most powerful 
European countries. It consisted of the old 
Aust rian provinces of Lower Austria (Nieder­
Oesterreich), Upp er A usfria ( Ober-Oester­
reich) , Styria (Steierrnark), Carinthia (Ka­
ernten), Carniola (Krain) , the Cost al Prov­
ince ( Kuestenland), which included the ter­
ritory of Trieste (Triest) , Friul (Friaul) 
and part of Istria ( Istrien) ; furthermore 
Tyrol (Tirol) and V orarlberg as well as the 
Kingdom of Boh emia (Boehm en) with Mora­
via (Maehren) and Austrian Silesia (Schles­
ien) and the Kingdom of Hungary (Ungaro) 
with Transylvania ( Siebenbuergen) , Croatia­
Slm10nia (Kroatien-Slavonien) and the Mili­
tary Border District ( Militaergrenze). Aside 
from these provinces , which formed the nude-

0 Alfredo Banci: Catalogo Prefilat elico e Storia de lle 
C orriere e P ast e d e L omha rd o- V enet o (Italian , Rome 
19.p ), 176 pages. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 2 



AusTRTA-PRE-STAMP P osTMA RKs 
An Old Austrian Mail Coac h 
us of the Austrian Empire, several te rritories 
outside of the borders of Austr ia proper were 
under Austrian rule, namely the A ustrian 
N eih erlands ( Oester reichische • ' iederlande) , 
which was formed by a large part of present 
Belgium and Luxembourg, a number of 
enclaves in Southern Germany, called " Vor­
dero esterreich" and possess ions in No rthern 
Italy, w hich consisted of parts of Lombardy 
(Lombardei) with Milan ( Milano ) . In sm all 
sections of the country, Austrian sove reignty 
was restricted by the fact that th ey were 
property of the Cath olic church , which as­
sumed tempo ral as well as sp iritual sway. 
This was especially so in parts of Southern 
T yrol wh ich were under the rule of th e 
bishoprics of Brixen and Trient, as well as 
in small encl aves in other provinces, which 
belonged to th e a rchbishoprics of Salzburg 
and Freys ing in Bavaria. 

During th e reign of Empress Maria 
Theresa, who had married Franz I of Lor­
raine and in thi s way es tablished th e dynasty 
of Habsburg-Lorraine ( H absbu rg-Lothrin­
gen ) , seve ral add itional provinces were ac­
quired by treaties. In l 772, at th e first par­
tition of P oland, Austria received Galicia 
( Galizien). At th e same time th e Zips 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVlll,
County in No rth ern Hungary, pawned by 
Hungary to Poland for centuries , was re­
turned. In l 77 5, Bucovina ( Bukowin a), until 
th en under Turkish rule, was incorporated, 
and in l 779 the I nn District ( Innviertel) was 
obtained from Bavaria and added to the 
province of U pper Austri a. Upon th e death 
of Maria Theresa in 1780, he r son, Joseph II , 
succeeded her. U nder his rule , which las ted 
until I 790, and was marked by many liberal 
and democratic reforms; and un der th e rule 
of Leopold II ( 1790 to 1792), no addi tion al 
terri tory was gai ned . 

U nd er Franz II , who reigned f rom 1792 
to 1835 , Austria passed through th e most 
eventfu l period of its hi story. The gains of 
ter ritory were first continued , w hen upon th e 
thircl partition of Poland in 1795 Austria re­
ceived IF es tern Galicia, including th e districts 
of C helm, K onsk, Krakau , Lublin , Olkusz, 
R adom, R adzyn, Sandomir and Siedlce. But 
in th e Napoleonic Wars, in which Austria be­
came involved, heavy losses of ter ritory re­
sulted , which almost end ange red th e very 
existence of th e country and induced Franz II 
to r esign in 1806 as German Emperor, af ter 
he had assumed the title of Emperor of 
Austria in l 804. The peace treaty of Campo 
 NO. 2 



AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
Formio in I 797 brought the loss of most of 
the outlying possessions. The Austrian 
Netherlands went to France and were lost 
forever, while the Austrian parts of Lombardy 
were incorporated in the Cisalpine (later 
I tali an) Republic and finally became part of 
the Kingdom of Italy. In exchange, Austria 
received the territory of the former Republic 
of Venice east of the Adige (Etsch), which 
consisted of Venetia (Venetien), Dalmatia 
( Dalmatien), part of I stria (Istrien) and the 
district of Monfalcone. But in 1805, in the 
peace treaty of Pressburg, these gains were 
again lost, with Venetia , Dalmatia and part of 
!stria going to the newly formed Kingdom of 
Italy. Aside from this, Tyrol and V orarlberg 
were given to Bavaria, which was at that 
time allied with France. V orderoesterreich 
was lost forever by this treaty. As a 
rather small compensation, Austria received 
the Archbishopric of Salzburg and the Duchy 
of Berchtesgaden. But the biggest losses were 
sustained in the peace treaty of Schoenbrunn 
in 1809. Salzburg and Berchtesgaden were 
lost again and given to Bavaria (which for 
its part lost the Italian part of Southern Tyrol 
to the Kingdom of Italy and Eastern Tyrol 
to the Province of Illyria) , as well as the 
Inn District and part of the H ausruck District 
of Upper Austria. Furthermore the Coastal 
Province, Carniola, the western part of 
Carinthia, the parts south of the Save river 
of Croatia-Slavonia and of the Military Bor­
der District went to France, which formed of 
these territories together with Eastern Tyrol, 
Dalmatia and the former Venetian part of 
Istria as well as the Republic of Ragusa 
(which up to that time had been independent) 
the Province of lllyria ( Illyrien). Austria at 
the same time also lost forever W es tern 
Galicia, and the District of Zamosc of Galicia 
proper to the Grand Duchy of Warsaw. 

When, with the Congress of Vienna in 
1815, the era of Napoleon came to a close , 
Austria regained most of the lost provinces. 
Permanently lost were only the Austrian 
Netherlands, Vorderoesterreich , Berchtesga­
den , Western Galicia and the District of 
Zamosc. These losses were adequately com­
pensated by substantial other gains. Com­
pared with the status before 1797, the gains 
consisted of Salzburg, Dalmatia (incl. the 
territory of the former Republic of Ragusa), 
part of Istria, the District of Monfalcone, 
86 THE CO
Lombardy and V enetia. Of the last two, a 
new province was formed under the name of 
Kingdom of Lombardy-V enetia as part of 
the Austrian Monarchy. 

Under the rule of Ferdinand I , who suc­
ceeded Frariz I in I 835, the territory of the 
Republic of Krakau, which had been created 
in 1815 and put under the protectorate of 
Austria, Prussia and Russia, was incorporated 
in 1846 in the province of Galicia. After the 
abdication of Ferdinand I in 1848, the rule 
of Francis Joseph I began, which continued 
into the 20th century, but saw no territorial 
changes during the pre-stamp period. 

Aside from the external territorial changes 
-a:::quisition of new provinces or loss of ter­
ritory-there were also several internal 
changes, mainly for administrative purposes. 
Many such changes concerned border rectifi­
cations, bringing small parts of territory from 
one province into another. But only ex­
changes of this kind , which took place dur­
ing the Napoleonic Wars between the Coastal 
Province and Venetia, involved several post 
offices and are therefore of some importance. 
Administrative changes of greater importance 
occurred in Hungary, due to the desire of this 
province for greater autonomy or independ­
ence. A rather inconsistent policy was fol­
lowed in this regard, giving Hungary for 
some time more autonomous power and put­
ting other provinces like Transylvania or 
Croatia-Slavonia under Hungarian rule , with 
reinstatement of the former administrative 
order some time later. In the years before 
1848, Hungary gained almost full autonomy 
and declared itself entirely independent in the 
revolution of 1848, but lost all its special 
privileges after the bloody defeat of the 
revolution. Not only did Transylvania and 
Croatia-Slavonia again become separate prov­
inces , but the T ern es Provin ce (Temeser 
Banat) and the V oi~• odina (Wojwodschaft 
Ser bi en) in southern Hungary were separated 
from Hungary and were made into separate 
provinces. The Military Border District was 
again put under military rule, it w as divided 
into two parts, the Banat-S erbian or Roman­
ian-Serbian District ( Banatisch-Serbische or 

On opposite page 
Fig. 1. Map of the Austrian Monarchy, with 
the borders of 1799. From a contemporary 
collection of maps (Courtesy of Ad. Glaettli, 
Zurich) 
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AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP P OSTMA R KS 
Rum aenisch-Serbische l\11 ilitaerg renze) and 
the Croatian-Slavonian D istrict ( Kro atisch­
Slavonische Militaergrenze). The creation 
of the Province of Illyr ia by Napoleon h ad in 
some way also influenced th e admini str ative 
structure. When Austria regained this t er ­
ritory it created in 1816 th e Kingdom of 
lll.vria ( Illyrien ), consisting of Carinthi a, 
Carn iola and th e Coastal Province, as an 
administr ative unit , w hich was dissolved only 
in 1849. In 1822 another ch ange took place. 
The district of Fiume (Fiumane r Kreis) and 
part of th e district of Karlstadt (Karlstaed ter 
Kreisantei l ), which were under Austri an ad­
ministration and ann exed to the Coastal P rov­
ince, we re ceded to Croatia-Slavonia. 

During th e Napoleonic Wars, the lost prov­
inces na tur ally und er went some ad ministra­
tive changes. Of th e provinces which came 
to Bavaria, Tyrol became the Inn District 
( Innkreis), Salzburg with th e ann exed parts 
of Upper Austria th e Salzaclz Disfric t (Sal­
zachkreis), while Vorarlberg was inco rpo­
rated in the Iller District ( Illerkreis). The 
I t ali an part of Southern Tyrol became th e 
Uppe r Etsch D is trict, named Dipartimento di 
Alto Adige (Oberetchkreis) of the Kingdom 
of Italy. The provinces which formed the 
newly created French Province of Illyria were 
lef t intact but became French Depar tments, 
w ith th e French names of Carinthie, Carniole, 
lstrie, Croatie Civile, Croatie Militaire, D al­
matie and R aguse. 

Many of th e external and internal territor­
ial changes during the pre-stamp period have 
influenced the postal histo ry of th e provinces 
involved and have been partly reflected in th e 
postmarks. All this has contributed g reatly 
to the wide variety which can be found in 
th e field of Austrian pre-st amp postmarks. 

Postal History 
The Postal History of Austria in its early 

ph ases is partly conn ected with th e fa mily of 
Taxis, w hich held a dominant place in th e 
post al service of almost all European coun­
tries. L ater , an Austri an nobleman, Count 
Paar, rece ived th e postal privileges, which his 
family held until r 722. In that yea r , the 
government took over the postal se rvice und er 
its own admini stration . Count P aar received 
the title of General Postmaster and was left 
in charge of the administration of the post al 
service until 1783. His family continued to 
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influence the postal service and to keep cer­
tain privi leges until 1813, when it was defi­
nitely deprived of th em. But officially since 
1722, th e Austrian postal service was a gov­
ernment ins titution and the revenues went 
into th e governmen t treasury. 

At that time, the postal service was mainly 
concerned with the transportation of persons, 
and the mail was only a sideline. Private 
contractors provided the coaches and horses, 
and the schedule was arranged accordi ng to 
the needs of the travellers and without regard 
of the mail service, which consequently was 
quite irregular. Numerous complaints finally 
convi nced the government that reforms were 
necessary, and this led in r749 to the creation 
of a General Mail Coach Ar/ministration 
( H '.lupt-Postwagen-Direk tion ) at Wien. Es­
tablishment of governmental mail coach routes 
to all main towns of the country and to for­
eign lands was the goal of this administration. 
The first routes were established as early as 
r 7+9, and within a few years a satisfactory 
net of mail routes was in ope ration. Already 
in 17 50 th e ad ministra ti on of th e mail service 
was sepa rated from th at of the Mail Coach 
Administration by es tablishing a General 
Postal A rlministration ( General-Postdirek­
torium) at Wien which administered the 
lette r mail service, while the Mail Coach 
Administration was kept in charge of parcel 
post, including money letter s. A special 
P os tal Commission ( H ofpos tkommi ssion ) was 
created and thi s supervised both administr a­
tions. 

The great development of the postal se rvice 
in th e fo llowi ng decades led to th e first postal 
reform in n83, w hich end ed also the admin­
istration of the postal service by th e Paar 
family. The Postal Commission was dissolved 
and th e name of th e General P os tal Adminis­
tration changed to General Post Office Admin­
istration ( Oberste H ofpostamt-Verwaltung). 
Seve ral small refo rms fo llowed from time to 
time , especially af ter the T apoleonic Wars 
had end ed, w hich caused a complete reorgani­
sa tion of the postal service in the year s be­
tween I 816 and 1820. T he next big r efo rm 
came in r830, when th e postal service was 
consolidated with th e mail coach se rvice, by 
creation of a General Postal Ar/ministration 
( Oberste H ofpost-Ve rwaltung) ; this directed 
th e mail coach service as well as all br anches 
of th e postal se rvice. The final refo rm came 
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on Feb ru ary l , 1849, when th e Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Public Buildings 
(Ministerium fuer H and el, Gewe rbe und 
Oeffentliche Bau ten) was put in charge of 
th e entire postal serv ice and created a Gen­
eral Administ ra tion of Comm unications 
( Generaldirektion fuer Communicationen ) . 
It henceforth administe red all branches of the 
postal service, including th e mail coaches and 
tr ansporta tion of mail by railroad or ste am­
ship, both of wh ich star ted in 1837. 

From the beginning, Provincial Postal Ad­
ministrations were established in the various 
provinces, wh ich executed th e orders of th e 
central adm ini st r ati on. In acco rd ance with 
the political trends, these Provincial Post al 
Administrations we re given more or less 
disc;etionary power, and especially in Hun­
gary th e jurisd iction of th e postal serv ice 
changed w ith th e various phases of th e strug­
gle for autonomy and independence. But also 
in th e newly acquired provinces, especially in 
Galicia, the Austri an postal r egul a tions were 
only grad ually introduced and the Provincial 
P ost al Administration given more independ­
ence than in th e old provinces. The Provin­
cial Postal Administrations changed their 
names seve ral times, but it is impossible to 
give an adequate tr ansl ation of them. They 
were first called " Hofpostamt," since 1783 
"Oberpostverwaltung" or "Oberpostamt" 
and eve ntu ally, since 1849, " P os tdirektion. " 
A sepa rate Provincia l Postal Administration 
was usu ally established for each Province, but 
this changed fr equ ently. In some large provin­
ces, seve ral such administrations were set up 
w hile th e postal se rvice in two or three smaller 
provinces was gove rn ed by one si ngle admin­
istr ation. 

The development of th e postal se rvice led 
af ter 1780 to a furth er subdivision of powers, 
by delegating cert ain Main Post Offices to 
control a number of other post offices and 
execute the orders of th e Provincial Postal 
Administrations. Th ese Main P ost Offices 
appeared first after the postal r eform of 
l 783 and were called "A bsa tzpostamt," which 
name was changed in 1849 to "Postinspec­
torat." There were for some time afte r 
r 783 still othe r subdivisions, g ranting post 
offices, where two or more mai l routes con­
verged, special privileges; th ey were called 
" T eilun gs postamt." The same was the case 
with post offi ces situated in a border town 
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w hich were called "G renzpostamt" and h an­
dled th e exch ange of mail w ith foreign postal 
services. 

During th e pre-s t amp period, th e official 
te rminol ogy for th e post al es tablishments 
ch anged several times. In 17+9, when the 
gove rnment al mail coach service was estab­
li shed , th e regular post offices on th e mail 
routes, which handled th e mail coaches as 
well as letters were called Postal Station 
( Postst a tion ). As th e mail service developed 
r ap idl y in th e second half of th e r 8th cen­
tury, towns w hich we re not located on mail 
routes, created frequently a letter collecting 
serv ice. F irst by priva te initi a t ive, later w ith 
official sancti on or help, mail was delivered 
and picked up from th ese towns to and 
from the nex t Postal Stations. This devel­
oped eventu ally into a system of sub-stations, 
called L ett er Co llecting Agency ( B riefsamm­
lung) and which supplemented th e regular 
mail service. Finally they received full of­
fi cial recognition in th e postal reform of r 783. 
Three kind s of postal establishments were 
recognized at th at tim e, Postal Station ( P ost­
st a tion ), which handled mail coaches and let­
ters , L etter Collecting Agency ( Briefsamm­
lung) , which handled letters only and Postal 
R elais ( Postrelais) , which se rved the mail 
coaches only, but handl ed no letters. In the 
le ss developed southern part of Hunga ry, 
especially in Croatia-Slavonia and the Mili­
tary Border District , a special kind of Postal 
Station ( Cambiaturstation) functioned , which 
handled mainly the mail coach se rvice and 
only restricted letter mail. The postal re­
form of 1830 again brought so me changes. 
While th e L etter Collecting Agencies had 
until th en always been sub-s t ations of P ostal 
Stations and su bordinated to th em, they were 
now gradu ally made ind ependent and received 
the t•fficial titl e of Independent L etter Col­
lecting A genc.r ( Selbstaendige B riefsamm­
lung), w hil e th e remaining sub-s ta tion s w ere 
now call ed P ostal Agency ( P ostexpedi tion ). 
During th e following years th e postal te rmin­
ology, which was never ve ry strict, became 
even looser, until th e postal refo rm of l 849 
es t ablished new terms. All independ ent postal 
es tablishm ents we re now called P ost Office 
( Postamt ), those which also handled mail 
coach se rvice with th e add itional indication 
"with Postal S talion" ( mit Poststation). The 
te rm P ostal Station was now only used for 
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offices, which handled exclusively mail coaches 
but no letters (the former Postal Rel a is). Sub­
stations, which were subordinate to a regular 
office, were now called Postal Agency or L et­
ter Collecting Agency (Postexpedition or 
B riefsamml ung) . 

There is no reli able list of all Post Offices 
which existed in Austria in the pre-stamp 
period. An official Postal Bulletin was first 
published in 1838, which reported all open­
ings and closings of post offices and changes 
in regulations. This supplies th e dates for 
the last twelve years of the pre-stamp period. 
It is not entirely reli able , but we would be 
glad, if for earlier periods such information 
existed, which is unfortunately not the case. 
Information about this earlier period has been 
gathered together from various sources, in­
cluding the files of the central and provinci al 
postal authorities, which are quite incomplete. 
A rather la rge number of discrepancies be­
tween the lists of post offices established in 
name only, and the facts taken from the actu al 
pre-stamp letters shows th at much more re­
search in this field seems desirable. But it is 
doubtful whether entirely reli able lists can 
ever be compiled. On th e one hand , we find 
postmarks of places at which, according to 
gathered information, no post offices existed ; 
on the other hand , we a re confronted with 
quite ex ten sive lists of places w here post 
offices supposedly existed but no pos tmarks­
not even on st amps-have ever been found. 
Fortunately, we found in the official files a 
list of all post offices w hich existed at th e 
start of th e pre-stamp period in 17 5!. This 
list r eveals almost 400 names and seems quite 
r eliable. During the first forty years of th e 
pre-st amp period where th ere we re m any 
changes, a great number of post offices was 
opened but also many w ere closed. The postal 
se rvice seems to have been at that t ime in 
an expe rim ental st ate, as th e r eluctance wi th 
which new post offices were opened in l ater 
years, only after it had been proven that th ey 
were r eally necessary, seems to h ave been 
absent at that tim e. Many post offices we re 
in operation only for a few years or less. By 
I 790, th e number of post offices had doubled 
to about 800, of which abou t 100 were in the 
newly acquired provinces. During th e 
Napoleonic W a rs, postal progress was re­
tarded and only a few new post offices opened. 
In 1817, 28 years l ater , when th e peaceful 
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reorganization had set in, about 1000 post 
offices existed, about 200 of them in the newly 
acquired provinces. At the end of the pre­
stamp period in 1850, after 33 more years of 
peace ful development, the number of post 
offices surpassed I 700, more than four times 
th a t of hundred yea rs earlier. 

No Austri an post offices were established 
on raifroad trains or ships during the pre­
stamp period. 

In the earliest period s of postal se rvice, th e 
post offices were in the hands of postmast ers 
(Postmeister), w ho had received from th e 
government th e privilege of administering a 
certain post office and of keeping part of the 
postal fees th ey · collected. Such postmas ter 
privileges w ere either personal or hereditary. 
In th e second half of the 18th century, the 
government started a trend of keep ing the post 
offices more dependent and of administering 
them by government em ployees . This policy 
led to a constantly increas ing number of post 
offices being t aken over by the government 
and being administered by its employees. 
Newly established post offices were almost 
exclusively administered in this way from the 
outset. No hereditary postm as te r privileges 
were acco rded after 1840; they decreased con­
stantly, but quite a number of th em existed 
until decades afte r the end of th e pre-stamp 
period. 

·when dealing w ith Austria's P ost al His­
tory, it is necessa ry also to say a few words 
about postal conditions w hich exis ted in th e 
newly acquired provinces before th ey came 
und er Austri an rule, as well as in th e Austrian 
provinces, w hich were under foreign occupa­
tion during th e Napoleonic W ars. 

In th e territory acquired in the partitions 
of P oland (Galicia and Western Galicia), a 
quite developed postal se rvice had ex ist ed 
und er P olish rule. When Galicia was t aken 
over in 1772 , the old P olish regulations were 
kept in force for a short time; a complete 
reorganization took place several months 
later, w hen a Provincial Postal Administr a­
ti on was es tabli shed at Lemberg. The oper­
ation of th e postal service by the Austri an 
authorities star ted on June r , 1773 · But 
some of th e P olish regulations and customs 
we re, at least fo r a short time, retained , dis­
tin gu ishing th e postal service in this territory 
from th at in th e other Austri an provinces. 
Wh en in 1795 rV estenz Galicia was t aken 
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over, the same conditions ex isted , wi th in­
cor po ration into th e Austri an post al service 
accomplished in 1796, unde r a new Provincial 
P ost al Admini stration at Krak au. 

The postal conditions in th e Zips County 
of No rthern Hunga ry, w hich was unde r 
P olish adm inistr ation until r 772, a re some­
what clouded in mys te ry. But fr om va rious 
indications it can be supposed th at some 
P olish post al se rvice ex isted th ere as w ell as 
in some Hungari an towns on the m ail routes, 
connecting th e rath er isolated te rritory w ith 
P oland. A fte r I 772 it was re-inco rpo r a ted 
in Hunga ry and fo llowed th e development of 
th at province. 

In Bu covina, which w as acquired in l 77 5, 
no o rganized post al se rvice had ex isted und e r 
Turkish rule, as fa r as we could ascertain . 
Not much is known about th e ea rly pos t al 
history und e r A ustri an r ule, a pos t al se rvice 
seems to have been o rganized fi rst only in th e 
capital, Cze rn ow itz. Only afte r th e admin­
istration of Bucovin a was t aken ove r by th e 
provincial govern ment of G alicia in l 786, th e 
postal se rvice, which was th en und er th e 
dirert ion of th e provincial pos t al admini str a­
t ion at L embe rg, was r eo rganized in 1788 and 
fo ll owed from th en on th e same developm ent 
as in Galicia. 

In th e ! 1111 D istrict , w hich was acquired in 
1779, th e postal se rvice h ad been, as it was in 
B ava r ia, in the hands of th e " R eichspost. " 
T his was ad mini stered by the Family of 
T hurn & Taxis, so powe rful at th a t tim e in 
the pos t al se rvice of mos t German States and 
in a nu mber of oth er co untr ies . The newly 
acquired t err itory was quickly incor por ated 
in Upper Aust r ia and its postal administra t ion 
fo ll owed the pa tte rn of th e oth e r parts of th at 
prov ince. 

T he R epub lic of Veni: e, one of th e olcles t 
of its kind, as it was es t abl ished in 697, ru !ed 
in D almatia , part of I stria and the d ist r ict 
of M 011falco11 e before these terri tor ies came 
under Austr ian r ule in 1797. I t had a h igh ly 
developed pos t al serv icP,, w hich was en t irely in 
private hands. Its fi rst postal serv ice was 
started as early as 1305, by a company fo rm ed 
by membe rs of the famo us fami ly of Taxis 
(Tass is) when they received fro m the doge, 
the chief magistra te of th e republic, the pr ivi­
lege of hand ling the m ail. U nder the name 
"Compagnia de i Corrieri dell a Sereniss im a 
Signoria," (shortened "Compagni a fra Co r-
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rieri " ) th ey held this privilege even during the 
short Austri an Occupation until 1805, when 
the Cisalpine R epublic took over th e pos t al 
service in the territory and deprived them 
of th eir privil eges. It seems, th at the " Cor­
rieri " r ath e r neglected th e Veneti an posses­
sions on th e oth er sid e of the Adri a tic ( D al­
m ati a and ! stri a) . W e know th a t a pos t al 
route of th e "Corrie ri " r an f rom P alm a in 
Veneti a through Monfalcone to C apo d' l stri a, 
which w as th e m ain t own of V enetian ! stri a, 
but we have no evidence of an organized m ail 
service eith er in th e oth er pa rts of l stri a or 
in D alm a ti a . When Au stri a occupied th ese 
territories th e postal and m ail se rvice h ad to 
be entirely reorganized . l stri a w as, in r egard 
to post al m atter s, add ed to th e Coas t al P rov­
ince, w hich was under th e P rov incial P ostal 
Admini st ra tion of Tries t . Fo r D alm ati a a 
new Provincial P ost al Admin is tr ation was 
created at Z ar a, th e first Austrian post offices 
opened in 1804. The work of reorganization 
was in full swing, w hen a fter only eight 
yea rs of A ustr ian rule, th e te rr ito ry was los t 
again to th e Kingdom of Italy. 

The Archbishopric of Salz burg and th e 
Duchy of B nchtesgaden, w hich came und er 
Austri an rule in r805, had no in depend ent 
pos t al se rvice. It was, as in Bava ri a, und er 
th e cont ro l of th e R eichspost , w h ich was in 
th e hands of th e fa mily of Thurn and T ax is 
and was, in rega rd to pos ta l ma t ters , closely 
r elated to B ava ri a . But some connection w ith 
A u5 tri a ex isted befor e r805, as seve ral Au s­
tri an m ail routes r an th rough th e territo ry 
and an A ustri an P ost O ffice exis ted even be­
fo r e 175 1 in N eum arkt on Salzbu rg te rri­
tory. Wh en Austri a took over, th e pos t al 
se rvice in the A rchbishopric and in th e D uchy 
was reo rganized by es tabhhing a P rov incial 
P ost al Adm in istrat ion at Salz burg on J a nu a ry 
r , r8::i7. But not m any reforms were possible, 
as A ust ria lost the te rri to ry a l ittle over two 
years later in 18c9. 

T he Repub lic of R agusa , " ·hich rema in ed 
in dependen t w hen D alm at ia ca me to A ustri a 
in 1797, but was incorporated in r 809 in the 
French Prov ince of Illy ri a and became A us­
tr ian in I 815, had as fa r as we know no own 
postal service. A n Aust r ian pos t office was 
es t abli shed in R agusa in r804, but was closed 
af ter a few month s w hen D alm ati a was los t 
m I 805 and only r e-establi shed a fte r th e end 
of th e occu pat ion in r8 15, w hen the ter r itory 
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of the former republic was a ttached to th e 
Provincial Postal Administration at Zara. 

The territory of the Republic of K rakau 
came definitely to Austria in 1846. It had 
been under Austrian rule from 1795 to 1809 
and participated in the development of the 
other parts of Western Galicia, to which it 
belonged. From 1809 to 181 8 functioned a 
Polish postal service and from 1818, Austria, 
Prussia and Ru ssia as protecting powers, h ad 
their own post offices for the te rritory. When 
it came to Austria, th e te rritory was attached 
to Galicia and th e post al se rvi '.: e was directed 
hencefo rth by th e Provincial Postal Admin­
istration a t Lemberg. 

The postal hi story of those Austri an provin­
ces which w ere occupied by foreign powers 
durin g the Napoleonic W ars is closely related 
to th e postal history of the occupying co un­
tries. In Bavaria, which gove rned Tyrol and 
Vorarlberg since 1805, Salzbu rg, B erchtesga­
den, the Inn and part of the Hau sru ck District 
since 1809, the postal service w as directed by 
the "Reichspost." In 1801 , the " R eichspost" 
had concluded a treaty with France, which 
divided the territory of the " Reichspost" into 
four postal zones (Rayons) , starting with 
zone 1 (Rayon 1) along the Rhine to zone 4 
(Rayon 4) along the Austrian Border. Bavar­
ia fell in the zones 2 , 3 and 4. On March 1, 

1808 Bavaria severed its connections with the 
" Reichspost" and established its own inde­
pendent postal se rvice, but kept the postal 
treaty with France and therefore the system 
of zones. The Postal Administration of T yrol 
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and Vorarlberg was t aken ove r by Bavaria in 
180~ and a Bavarian Provincial Postal Ad­
mini strati on established at Innsb ruck. After 
th e French had occupied Salzburg and Berch­
tesgaden in 1809 and held it for more than a 
year to the last quar te r of 1810, th e Bavarians 
took over th e re. A reorganization of the 
whole Bavar:an occupied territo ry took place. 
Anocher Provincial Postal Administration was 
created at Salzburg, to direct th e postal 
serv ice not onl y in Salzbu rg and Berchtes­
gaden but also in th e occ upied parts of Upper 
Austria , a well as in parts of Tyrol and 
Bavaria. At the sa me time all former Aus­
tri an provinces were included in th e system 
of zones, which was put in force in Bava ri a 
ten ~· ea r s ea rlier. All former Austrian terri­
to ry beca me part of zone + ( R ayo n +) excep t 
Vorarlberg, which since 1805 belonged to 
zo ne 3 ( R ayon 3). 

Dalmatia, part of !stria and the d istrict of 
111011/alcon e in I 805 , pa rt of South ern T yrol 
in 1 809, became fir st part of the Cisalpine 
( late r Italian) Re ;; ublic and eventually of the 
K ingdo m of It aly. They were quickly re­
organized and incorporated in the postal sys­
tem of th e occupying country, which was 
based on th e French postal system of that 
time , but with respect to th e particul a rities of 
these te rritories with an Itali an speaking 
population. 

For th e provin : es which came under French 
nde in 18c9 and were reorganized as Province 
of Ill y ria- Eastern T yrol, the w es tern part of 
Carintliia, Canzio/a, the Coastal Province, 
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Fig. 3. Unpaid regis­
tered letter ( 1 829) . 
Ra te marking "6" 
(full ra te to be paid 
by addressee) and 
registration marking 
on face. (Ma rk ing 
"4" for regis trat ion 
fee, paid by se nder , 
on back) 
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!stria, part of Croatia-Slavonia ( incl. part of 
the Military Bo1·der District} and D alm atia 
( incl. th e fo rmer R epublic of R agusa}-the 
French es t ablished in r809 a General P ostal 
Administration at L aibach, th e capi ta l of Car­
niola. The postal service functioned entirely 
as in oth er French provinces and un :: e r the 
same regulations and rules. 

When between 1814 and r816 all former 
provinces (excep t Berchtesgaden and W es tern 
Galicia, incl. th e district of Zamosc) were 
returned to Austrian rule, Austrian P ostal 
se rvice was re-established. But it took in 
so me provinces severa l years before the re­
organization and re-incorporation into the 
Austrian postal system was completed. 

Paid and Unpaid Letters , Postal Rates 
During the pre-stamp period , postal r a tes 

in Austria were quite complicated and th eir 
full compilation and expl anation would alone 
be a for mid able task. There were not only 
rates depending on weight and distance , but 
during a cert ain period also special rates 
depending on the number of sheets or for 
letters in envelopes. 

When the Ii rst pre-stamp postmarks ap­
peared , the use of hom e-made envelopes was 
general. On ly after the postal reform of 
1783 did th e use of folded letter-sheets be-

On oppos ite pa ge 

Fi g. 2. Half- paid 18 th century letter ( 1789 ). 
Rate marking "4" (half of 8k r letter rate), to 
be paid by addressee, on face. 
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come more freque nt and the home-made en­
velo~ es are to be found less and less, until 
they almost vani sh. In the r9th century, we 
find let ter-sheets used almost exclusively and 
only occasionall y home-made envelopes. The 
use of commrrcially 111ade envelopes star ted 
in th e las t rears before the end of the pre­
stamp period. Their use was very infrequent, 
and it took almost three decades during the 
stam p period before th ey entirely replaced 
tht letter-shee t s. 

In th e old A ustrian postal terminology, th e 
wo rd " Franco" was used for the postage, 
which was prepaid by th e sender ; and the 
word "Porto" for th e postage, which h ad to 
be rnllected from the add ressee. In later 
yea rs both terms changed th ei r meaning 
somewhat, "Franco" being used for th e Eng­
li sh te rm " P aid " and "Po rto" for the English 
"Unp aid. " 

The Austrian postal r egulations which were 
in force at the beginning of th e pre-stamp 
period provided that th e postal fees on letters 
had to be paid in equ al parts by the send er 
and th e add ressee. This sys tem of half-paid 
lett ers remained in fo rce during th e g reater 
part of th e pre-stamp period until it was 
abol ished in r 81 7. 

Beginning June r , r817 , it was permitted 
to send lette rs f ully paid, partly paid or un­
paid, a system which remained unch anged 
unt il the end of the pre-stamp period. While 
du r ing th e period of th e h alf-p aid letters only 
the amount to be collected from tf:e addressee 
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Fig. 4 . Paid lette r ( 18 46 ) . Diagonal crossed lines on face . 
(Rate marking "9" for letter rate , paid by sender, on back ) 
was hand w ritten with a kind of re:! r:encil 
("Roeth el") or writing ink on th e add ress 
sid e of th e lette rs, now th e so-call ed "crossed 
letter" sys tem was used. This system was 
not new , as it has been used for r egistered and 
money letters as early as th e r8th century and 
had been adopted previo usly by several for­
eign postal ad ministrations. By thi s system, 
unpaid lett ers were m arked ( in red pencil o r 
ink) with th e full amount of postage to be 
coll ected from th e addressee on th e address 
sid e of th e lette r. Paid letters received di­
agonal crosse <l lines on th e address sid e of 
th e letter and the amount paid by th e sender 
marked on th e back of th e letter. Partly paid 
lett ers were to be marked by one diagonal 
line, with the amount to be collected from th e 
addressee on th e address side, while th e 
amount pa id by the send er had to be marked 
on th e back. These regu la ti ons were not 
a lways strictly obeyed , especially in ea rly 
times. U ntil abo ut 1760, frequently no rate 
markin gs at all can be found; later such 
omi ssio ns occurred only on rare occasions. 
After 1817, especially in th e handling of 
partly paid letters, many irregul ari ti es can be 
recognized. 

0 fficia l lett en, exch anged between Govern­
ment Agencies, had to pay no post age and we re 
usually marked with th e weight only (which 
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we can occasionally also find on other letters), 
in Liter years also w ith a large conventional 
sign which st ands for "P" of "Porto" on the 
address side . The payment of post age for 
correspondence between Government Agencies 
and provincial or local authorit ies was gov­
ern ed by very intricate regulations, which pro­
vided mostly part payment of postage by the 
provi ncial or local authorities. On official 
letters to private citizens the addressee usually 
had to pay th e full postage. It was, by 
th e way, conside red at th at time impolite to 
have the se nd er pay the postage and th erefore 
almost all private letters were sent unpaid. 
Only a small percentage of the private letters 
of th at period were sent paid and th erefore 
show th e crossed lines on th e add ress side. 

Befo re 1789 th e rat es we re es t ab lished on 
a basis of w eight and distanc e. For the weight, 
the lowest rate was set for 1 lo th (about Y, 
ounce) , w hil e fo r th e d istance th e number of 
postal stations through w hich th e let ter passed 
was co unted. Before 1750 th e lowest rate 
was 6kr ; in th at year it was raised to 8kr, 
of which , as stated before, 4kr h ad to be paid 
by th e send er and 4kr by th e addressee. These 
r ates r emai ned in force in principle until 1789, 
but in th e newly acquired provinces partly 
reduced rates were charged in order to con­
form to the rates in force during the previous 
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regime. On January 1 , l 789, a very import­
ant change was made in the postal r ates, which 
seems quite revolutionary, in basing the r ates 
solely on th e weight of the letters, rega rdless 
of the distance they tr avelled . T he lowest 
letter rate was kep t at 8kr. This rate was 
cha:iged several times, but th e system re­
mained in force until l 8 IO, w hen th e r at es re­
verted to the old system based on w eight and 
distan ce . During th e Napoleonic Wars th e 
lowest letter r ate was r aised several times, 
first in l 798 to 12kr, in l 803 to l 6kr and 1806 
to 24kr. Together with r e-introduction of 
the rates based also on distance, in 18IO, the 
lowest rate was reduced to 16kr and in 18u 
further to 8kr. A new increase to 12kr was 
ordered in 1815. When on June 1, 1817, the 
new system mentioned above, was introduced 
the weight limit for the lowest letter rate was 
changed from l lo th to Y, loth (abou t y,( 
ounce) or half of a sheet and th e r ate itself 
also halved to 6kr. The fees for distance 
were established in seven zones , the lowest 
for a distance up to 3 postal stations and the 
highest for more than l 8 postal stations. Let­
ters were accep ted weighing up to 32 loth s 
( I pou nd) and the rate for such a letter of 
highest weight and for the greatest distance 
was not less than 33gld 36kr. On August I, 
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1842, another principal change was introduced , 
in basing th e distance now on miles (I Aus­
tri an mil e was equiv alent to 742om) and 
es tablishing separ ate r ates for letters in 
envelopes. The distance fees were simplified, 
in reducing th e zones to two, up to 10 miles 
and over IO miles; th e lowest rate was again 
for Y, lo th (one sheet , w ithout envelope) and 
remained 6kr , w hile a new rate for y,( loth 
(one shee t in envelope) was fi xed w ith 9kr. 
In 1843, th e zone limit for th e first zone was 
increased to 20 miles and in 1848 a new zone 
up tc IO miles was introduced with a reduced 
rate of 3kr. These rates remained in force 
unt il th e end of the pre-s t amp period , except 
th at th e limit of th e second zone was extended 
from 20 to 30 miles in 1849. 

There were also reduced rates for local 
letters, w hich had been es tablished at 2kr 
since 1817. On the oth er hand , a delivery fee 
was charged on let ters which were delivered 
and not held a t the post office. This fee was 
also dependent upon weight and amounted to 
I kr for letters of the lowest r ate. The de­
live ry fee was red uced to Y, kr r egard less of 
weigh t in 1842, and in 1848 entirely abolished 
for all post offices which were not adminis­
te red by postmasters, but by gove rnmental em­
ployees. The rates for f 01·eign let ters were 
ewum&I""' · 
41111 .. -9',,g. ' 

. I 

Fi g. 5. Ha lf-paid letter ( 1 826). One diagonal line and rate 
marki ng "2" (ha lf of 4kr lette r rate to be paid by addressee,) 
on face. (Ma rkin g "2" for amount paid by sender on back) 
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Fig. 6 . Official le tter ( l 837 ) . Marking " P" for " Porto" on face , no rate ma rkings. 
r a th e r complicated; th ey could fi rst only be 
prepa id to th e border, th e rem aining post age 
to be collected from th e addressee . L ater 
seve ral post al tre ati es enabled payment of full 
post age to some for eign co untries . The 
creation of the G erm an-Austri an Posta l 
U ni0n on A pril 6, r8 50 gave th e fi r st impetus 
to a st and ardization of pos ta l r a tes fo r lette rs 
to for eign co untries, but it did not materi alize 
dur ing th e pre-s t amp period. 

Already in ea rly times, letters could be 
mailed aga inst 1·eceipt and thi s se rvice devel­
oped to th e so-called regis tered lett er s, which 
were called in Austri a " recomm andirt. " F or 
th ese letter s a r ece ipt ( " R ecepisse" ) was given 
to th e send er and th ey w ere deli ve red to th e 
addressee against rece ipt. Such a r ece ipt by 
th e ad dressee could be mailed to th e sender 
and was th en called retu rn receipt ("R etour­
R ecep isse"). Special markings fo r r egistered 
lette rs seem to h ave developed only after 181 7, 
when th ey we re marked not only w ith th e 
rece ipt numbe r, but also in red pencil 
("Roe thel") o r ink w ith a conventi on al sign, 
which orig in ated from th e latin express ion 
"N ota bene" (which means "Use special 
ca re") , abbrev iated "N B" and late r reduced 
to a number of short lines crossed by a long 
lin e. Th e re.qist ra lion f ee for r egis tered let­
te rs w as orig in ally 4kr and since August l, 
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1842 h ad been r aised to 6kr. At th e same 
time prepay ment of th e registr ation fee was 
ord ered, as it had been th e case before 1817; 
between 18 17 and 1842 it could be paid eithe r 
by th e sende r o r by th e addressee . The fee 
fo r R eturn R ece ipts was the same as th e 
lowest let ter rate for th e same dis t ance. 

Money let ters, lette rs in w hich currency or 
banknotes w ere included, had al rnady been 
h andled in th e early days of th e Austri an 
post al se rvice not by th e post al se rvice but 
by th e mail coach st ations and were subject to 
special r egul ations and rates. 

History of Postmarks 

The ori gin of postmarks in Austri a is 
clouded in mys tery. No refere nce can be 
fo und r egarding th e int roduc tion of post­
marks in official fil es and documents, as well 
as in co ntempo rary post al r egul ations, and it 
is doubted th at a general o rder existed in this 
respect . 

It seems th at th e introducti on of t own 
postm arks w as a consequ ence of a post al r egu­
lation which orde red th e sender of a lette r to 
w ri !e th e town of mai ling at the top of the 
ad dress of each letter. This r egu la ti on was a 
ve ry old one and only th e increase in m ail 
wh ich was conn ected w ith th e es t ablishment 
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... 
of government-owned mail coach lines seems 
to have led to the introduction of postmarks. 
When the sender had omitted to indicate the 
town of mailing, the postmaster was ordered 
to do so before forwarding the letter. In 
la rge towns this became a bothersome job, 
and led to the introduction of postmarks, 
probably influenced by the example of foreign 
countries, where postmarks showing the town 
of mailing were used earlier, in France al­
ready since 1695, in some Italian countries 
since the early years of the 18th century. 

It is very probable that this theory is cor­
rect, because in the first years only large 
towns seem to have used postmarks to mark 
the place of mailing, the first one being the 
capital 'Vien whence the first postmark is 
known from r751 , followed by other large 
towns as early as r 7 52 and the immediately 
succeeding years. But there are also doubts 
about the correctness of this theory, the 
principal one based on the fact that while the 
first postmarks of 1751 and 1752 can be found 
on the fac e of the letters (although not always 
on the top), in the following years up to 
about I 768 almost all postmarks were stamped 
on the back of the letters; this is not under­
standable if they were intended to replace the 
manuscript indication of the town of mailing, 
which had to be at the top of the address side. 
After r 768 all postmarks which gave the 
place of mailing were stamped , without ex­
ception, on the address side therefore sup­
porting the previously stated theory, that they 
were intended for letters on which the sender 
failed to mark the town of mailing. But the 
fact , that in later years they were frequently 
also stamped on covers, which were already 
marked by the sender with the place of mail­
ing, puts further doubts in our mind . The 
almost simultaneous appearance of postmarks 
at a number of large post offices in the years 
after I 7 52 also arouses the suspicion, that 
some regulations or orders regarding the 
introduction of postmarks existed, but had 
not been found. The official terminology was 
at that time rather indistinct and the docu­
ments and regulations of later years, when 
mentioning the "origin markings" usually 
leave doubts open as to whether they concern 
manuscript or handstamped markings. 

But regardless of these considerations, it is 
a fact that the first postmarks in Austria 
were used in 17 5 T and it is improbable that 
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earlier use can be proved. The number of 
post offices, from which postmarks are known 
during the first thirty years before I 780, is 
small; it does not reach 60, only a fraction 
of the post offices existing at that time. Only 
very few post offices used more than one post­
mark during that period. Wien had at least 
five different postmarks, all with the unusual 
spelling "Wienn" and all deriving from two 
handstamps, which came into use in 1751 and 
r 7 52 and were changed in later years. The 
number of known postmarks from the period 
between I 7 5 r and l 780 is less th an roo. 

Beginning from 1780, a marked increase in 
the number of post offices which used post­
marks is noticeable. We can suppose that 
some new directive prompted this develop­
ment and although official documents give no 
clue about this, it can be accepted as a fact. 
Otherwise this sudden increase in the num­
ber of postraarks could not be explained. Not 
only many less important and smaller post 
offices now started to use postmarks, but even 
some letter collecting agencies, which had only 
a very small traffic. The number · of post 
offices, of which postmarks for the period be­
tween 1780 and I 790 are known surpassed 
125 and the number of postmarks known from 
this period is over 200. 

Of the new provinces, which were acquired 
between l 7 5 r and r 790, only in Galicia had 
postmarks been used before the territory came 
under Austrian rule in r 772. The first Polish 
postmarks are known to have been used there 
in r 768. After Austria took over, the large 
post offices started to use new Austrian post­
marks soon after l 772. No postmarks are 
known from Bucovina before it came under 
Austrian rule in r 77 S; it seems, that no post­
marks were introduced there before 1818. 
It is improbable that any postmarks had been 
used in the Inn District before r 779, when it 
came to Austria; as postmarks were intro­
duced in Bavaria only around 1780. Under 
Austrian rule, the same development as in the 
other provinces took place there. 

The development of the use of postmarks 
ended quite abruptly in all Austrian provinces 
in 1790. It is a surprising but proven fact 
that in that year the post offices discarded 
the:r postmarks and for 28 years did not use 
any, until they were re-introduced at the end 
of ; Sr 7. Only a few small post offices used 
their postmarks during those 28 years, and 
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only occasionally at that. Except fo r the 
post offices in the provinces occupied by for­
eign powe rs, which again introduced post­
marks, th e post offices r ever ted gener ally to 
th e postmarkless days before r 7 5 r. No 
indi'.:ation abou t thi s marked ch ange of policy 
regarding postmarks can be fou nd in th e of­
ficial docum ents and regulations. T o th e 
contrary, th e regulations we re not changed in 
thi s r egard and fr equent warnings were given 
to rhe postmasters, th a t th e town of origi n 
had to be marked on th e cove rs by the sender 
or in case of default by th e postmaster. This 
shows th a t no offi cial change in policy was 
in tended. D ocu ments from la ter years, when 
th e re- int roduction of postm arks was ordered , 
st ate that the use of postm arks had been dis­
continu ed due to " laziness and lack of con­
.trol ," but it seems unbeli evable, th a t such a 
gener al change of policy at practically all post 
offices, including the la rges t ones, as Wien, 
Ofen, P est, Tries t , Prag etc. co uld h ave been 
basecl on such superficial gro und s. W e are 
quite sure th a t a general mi sund erst andin g 
of a new regulation was responsible for the 
suspension of th e use of postm arks. The 
most probable explanation is that the new 
system of post al rates introduced on January 
l , r 789, gave th e impetus to th e development. 
The new rates were based on weight only, 
w hile for th e prev ious ones th e distance also 
had been t aken into consid e ration. In the new 
regulations, it was stated seve ral times th a t 
now the pl ace of mailing as well as the desti­
nation was irrelevant for th e postal r ate to be 
charged and th at the weight was the only 
factor to be consi dered. It seems th at the 
postmasters now thought th a t th e indication 
of th e place of mailing on letters was unneces­
sa ry and th e h andstamping of th em, which 
was additional work anyway, co uld be drop­
ped. Official documents show, th a t the postal 
ad m111istra tion still consid e red th e indication 
of the place of mailing important to check on 
th e payment of postage and to be able to re­
turn to the sender letters which could not be 
delivered. Several remind ers were issued­
th e first as ea rly as December 18, l 788, be­
fore the new rates came into force-but the 
use of postmarks was neve rtheless discon­
tinu ed and was not re-introduced despite of 
all reminders. Shortly afterwa rd s the N apole­
onic W ars made themselves felt and more 
important matters had to be considered than 
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the use of postmarks. Even when in 1810 
new postal rates, based again on weigh t and 
distance, were introduced, no change in policy 
in regard to postm arks occurred. Only at 
th e encl of 1817, when th e first gene ral o rder 
regarding postmarks was issued, a reversal of 
thi s policy took pl ace. 

Of th e newly acquired provinces, those 
which h ad been und er the rule of the Republic 
of Venice, D alm atia and part of !stria, only 
from th e main post office of Capo cl'Istria the 
use of Ve neti an-type postmarks is kn own since 
1786. It seems, that their use was suspended 
when Austria took ove r in 1797 and no new 
Austrian postmarks were introduced befo re 
1805, when th e te rritory was lost again. In 
th e Archbishopric of Salzburg Bavarian-type 
postmarks had been used si nce about 1785, 
but their use seems to have been discontinu ed 
when th e territory came to Au.stri a in 1805 
and no new Austrian postm arks were intro­
clucecl before this new province was los t again 
in 18c9. In the R epublic of Ragusa, no post­
marks see m to have been used before this 
terr ito ry was incorporated in the French 
Prov ince of Illyri a in 1809. It was incorpo­
rated in Dalmatia when it came under Aus­
trian rule in 1815, and the same type of 
postm arks as in th a t province were used. 

\Vhil e from 1790 to th e encl 1817 no post­
marks were used in th e provinces und er Aus­
tri an rule, just the opposi te trend could be 
observed in th e provinces occupied by foreign 
powers. The Bavarian, as well as the F rench 
and It alian postal ad mini str ations, ex tend ed 
th e postal regu lations of th eir own countri es, 
which inclu clecl th e use of postmarks by all post 
offices, quickly to th e newly acquired provinces. 
B ava ri an- type postmarks we re introduced 
partly af ter r805, ge nerally in 1810 and 181 I , 

at all post offi ces in former Austrian territory, 
w hich was at th at time und er Bavarian rule. 
Italia n- type postmarks started as early as 
1806 in ! stri a and Dalmatia and r810 in 
Southern Tyrol, and th e territories gove rned 
by the C isalpine (late r Itali an ) R epublic 
and th e Kingdom of Italy. In th e Province 
of Illyria , which was under French rule, the 
old postmarks, especially th e It ali an type ones 
were partly continued in use, but m any new 
postmarks, all with the country name " ILLY­
RIE," were introduced in r810. l\1ost of the 
foreign postmarks continued to be used af t er 
the Austrians regained control and some of 
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th em a re kn own even decades lat er , up al­
most to th e end of th e pre-s t amp period. 

T wo territories, W es tern Galicia ( acquir­
ed 1795) and th e Duchy of B ercht esgaden 
(acqui red 1805) were unde r A ustri an rule 
only during th e pe riod in w hich no postm arks 
we re used in Austri a. It is th erefo re not 
sur prising th at no Austri an postm a rks a re 
known fro m these te r r ito ries. In isola ted 
case; , th e old P olish and Bava ri an postm arks 
we re used there occasion ally, but as fa r as is 
kn own no new postm arks were int roduced in 
these terri tories before th e end of A ustri an 
rule in 1809. 

A complete about-face in th e A ustri an policy 
rega rding postm arks occurred in 18 17. A de­
cree, da ted Nov. 18, 1817, o rde red all post 
offi ces includ ing the lette r coll ect ing agencies, 
to immed iate ly proc ure postmarks and to st art 
to use th em not la te r th an J anu ary r , 1818. 
O nly those post offices, which h ad insigni ficant 
letter tr affic, we re pe rmitted to appl y to th e 
lette rs th e name of th e post offi ce in m anu­
scri pt. This dec ree was generally obeyed 
and almost all existing post offices st a rted to 
use postm arks in 1818 continuing to do so 
until th e end of th e pre-stamp period. Only 
a few pos t offices made use of th e permission 
to w rite th e post office name in ink on the 
letters. Only ve ry few did not have post­
marks w hen th e use of postage st amps st a rted 
in 1850 and th erefore had to use manu script 
cancell ations during th e ea rly month s after 
th e introduction of post age st amps. 

The repo rt, which led to th e general intro­
duction of postmarks. st a ted th at 157 post 
offices, mostly in th e newly acquired provin­
ces, had postm arks, but th at about 850 post 
offices had to procure new ones. Post offices 
and ind epend ent lette r collecting agencies h ad 
to provide postm arks fo r th emselves, w hile 
th e other letter collecting agencies h ad to be 
suppli ed by th e supervising post office. W e 
sometim es find lette rs from th ese las t named 
letter coll ecting agencies on w hich th e post­
mark of th e supervising post office was pl aced 
in addition to the postm ark of the lette r col­
lecting agency. In a few cases, the postm arks 
of lette r collecting agencies contain ed as id e 
from th e name of th e agency also th e name of 
th e supervi sing post office. 

During this las t part of the pre-stamp pe­
riod, from 1817 to 1850, several principal 
changes, as ide from those of types, occurred. 
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The most important one was th e introduction 
of th e date in th e postm arks. A small number 
of postm arks w hich included the date had 
been used at several post offices sinc·e 1818, 
some of them origin ating from the period of 
foreign occup ation. A few cases a re even 
known wh ere such postm arks with date w ere 
used in th e 18th century, th e oldest known 
case being a postm ark of th e post office of 
F riesach in C arinthi a of 1787. This postmark, 
as well as a number of later ones, included 
besid e day and month also th e year ; an indi­
cation, w hich was neve r officially orde red to 
be included in th e pos tm arks during th e pre­
st amp period (and during th e period of post­
age st amps only as late as in 1868 ) . The 
general introduction of combined town and 
date postm a rks st arted in 1838. New post 
offices received since th e second h alf of 1838 
as th eir fir st postmarks such with date indi­
cation . Fo r th e oth er post offices this was 
only done w hen th ey needed r eplacement of 
old postm arks or addition al ones. In all other 
cases th e existing postm arks w ere either ad­
justed to th e new ord er , by adding a new line 
w ith th e date to th e old dateless postm arks 
or by using a separ ate dates t amp, which w as 
st amped separ ately on th e letters in addition 
to th e town postm ark. Small post offices fre­
qu ently used neithe r meth od, but added the 
da te in manuscript. All th ese w ays to con­
form to the order w ere used until the end 
of th e pre-st amp period, and for a number of 
years occasion ally also during the period of 
post age st amps. But the ord e r w as fr equently 
also dis rega rded and we can find num erous 
postm arks during all yea rs af te r 1839 which 
have no da te indication a t all. 

Other important new regul ations during the 
samt pe riod conce rned th e use of Paid 
( Franco) and R egis tered ( Recomm andirt ) 
markings, as well as other addition al mark­
ings. T o avoid r epetition , th e history of these 
ma rkings, as well as of th e mTival (del ivery ) 
postm a rks will be handled in separate ch apte rs 
together w ith the types used. 

In the only newly acquired territory during 
this last period of th e pre-st amp period, the 
Republic of Krakau, the postmarks in use be­
fore 1846 we re mostly continued and only 
g radually postm arks similar to those used m 
other parts of Austria w ere introduced. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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THE NEW YORK PENNY POST 

The Beginning of the Story. 

By HENR.Y E. ABT 
O
n the first day of January, 1840, sixty­

one-year-old Philip Hone, Boswell 
to the Gothamites of the 183o's and 

4o's, returned from his customary round of 
New Year "calls" and took his quill in hand 
to write his daily comment on the events of 
the time. 

"The New Year comes in bright and clear," 
he wrote, " . . .. by far the coldest day this 
winter. The ground is partially covered with 
snow; the ice which covers the walks in some 
places is hard as adamant, and the north west 
wind blows up the cross streets keen and 
sharp . . . . Notwithstanding all this, the 
gayety of the season has not been diminished."' 

In the immediately previous months the 
one- time Mayor of New York had com­
mented often on the wonders of human prog­
ress , and less than a month before had de­
voted an unusually lengthy entry in his diary 
to the visit he had made to see "a collection 
of views made by the wonderful process 
lately discovered in France by Monsieur 
Daguerre, which is called by his name. . . ." 
Describing the process of photography he pro­
phetically mused , " ... who knows whether, 
in this age of invention and discoveries, we 
may not be called upon to marvel at the exhi­
bition of a tree, a horse or a ship produced 
by human voice muttering over a metal plate 
prepared in the same or some other manner, 
the words ' tree,' 'horse,' and ' ship.' "2 

Yet, close as he was to all that was going 
on in the city, nowh ere in Philip Hone's diary 
of December, 1839 and J anuary, 1840, was 
there any reference to an innovation which, 
though inconspicuous and undramatic, was to 
have a profound effect in weaving his beloved 
New York into a more closely knit com­
munity, speedi ng it s comnierce, and saving 
thousand s of people millions of footsteps and 
immeasurable hours of time. 
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That bright, clear New Year's D ay of 
1840 marked the innovation of the first mail 
collection boxes in America and ended the 
discouraging effect on communication of the 
long trek to the post office at the lower end 
of Manhattan Island then necessary to the 
mailing of a local letter. 

Mr. Hone, as students of philately for the 
past eighty or more years, apparently missed 
a small item which appeared on the second 
page of th e J ournal of Commerce, December 
20 and 21 , 1839, to the effect that 

"THE NEW YORK PENNY POST 
ASSOCIATIO 1 

respectfully give notice th at they commence 
business on Monday first, referring to their 
Prospectus, which is being extensively cir­
culated, for the particulars of their plans. 
Being the first to attempt the establish­
ment of a P enny Post in America, they 
hope to receive such a liberal support at 
sta rting, as will encourage them to perse­
vere. 62 Canal Street." 
On th e twentieth , also, the Journal of 

Comm erce commented editori ally: 

"FREE TRADE PENNY POST.-An 
association has been formed for the purpose 
of distributing letters and small packages 
th rough the city in the manner of the 
" Penny Post." They "have announced 
some seventy-five places where letters and 
packages may be deposited, and which will 
be emptied and the packages carried to their 
destination twice each day. Each package 
w ill be stamped wi th the hour, and be 
t axed, three cents, to be paid on delivery. 
We can easi ly conceive th at such an associ­
at ion may be one of great usefulness in a 
city w here ten thou sand messages are to be 
sent daily in all directions. The worthi-
LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVIII, NO. 2 
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ness of th e associates to be tru sted, is at­
tes ted by the names of a dozen of our most 
respectable in d ividu als and firm s." 

O n J anu ary 21, I840, th e J ournal of 
Comm erce said : 

"T he P enny P ost es t ablished a few 
weeks since, we un de rst and succeeds well 
and has enough business to insure its pe r­
manency ." 

P hila tely has know n since th e 187o's, and 
perhaps ea rl ier, of th e existence of a priva tely 
operated letter carri er se rvice, pr io r to th e 
C ity D espatch P ost Alexand er G reig es t ab­
lished in Febru ary, 1842 .3 

Charles H . Coste r in hi s "United States 
L ocals" publi shed in th e American J ournal 
of Philately in 1874 and I875, and in book 
for m July IO, 1877, reprinted the prospectus 
of th e Ci ty D espatch P ost w hich began : 

"The necessity of a medi um of commun i­
cation by let te r f rom one part of th e city 
to anoth er being universally admitted. and 
the P enny P ost, lately existing, having been ' 
1·elinqu ished, the opportunity has been em ­
b1·aced t o 1·eorganize it unde1· an entirely 
new pr oprietary and managem ent and upon 
a much more comprehensive bas is, by w hich 
Dispatch, Punctu ality, and Security-th ose 
essenti al elements of success-may at once 
be attained, and th e inconvenience now ex­
pe ri enced be ent irely removed." 

Coster said, conce rning th e P enny P ost : 

" I t w ill be noticed th at , in this circul a r , 
reference is made to an older ci ty post, 
w hich had been re linq uished, and which was 
undoubted ly th e firs t instituti on of th e kind 
in th e count ry."' 

D r. Willi am H . M itchell in his uncom­
pleted " Histo ry of th e L ocal P ost Offices in 
th e U nited States," published in the P hila telic 
J ournal of America in I889, added nothing 
to th e Coster comm ent on th e ew York 
P enny P ost except th e incorrect su rmise th at 
it, also, might have been di rected by Alex­
ande r G reig.5 

J ohn Luff, w riting of th e C ity D espatch 
P os t in his " P os tage Stamp s of th e U nited 
States" published in I902 , r eprinted the Greig 
announcement circul a r including th e r eference 
to a predecessor enterpri se, but Luff made no 
T HE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXVIII,
comment w hatsoeve r on th e ea rli er se rvice.• 
H. C . Need ham's seri es of a rticles entitled 

" U nited Sta tes L ocal St amps-A Concise 
History and M emorand a" in th e Philatelic 
Gazette ( I9 15-19 18) and Th e A merican Phi­
lat el is t ( 1920- I92 1) omits reference to th e 
New Y ork P enny P ost. 

l\/[ ajo r cover collections of th e pas t th ree 
or fo ur decades, and pe rh aps long before th a t, 
h ave incl uded speci mens handstamped w ith 
P enny P ost postm ark. T he latter was a cir­
cular impr int firs t stamped in red ink an d 
la te r in black in k. A double-lined circle 
( di ameter 32.5 mm ) fra med th e words 
"NEW -YORK" (at th e top ); " P ENNY 
POST" a t th e bo ttom, and th e month , day 
and hour at th e ce nter. 

The postm ark w as fir st illustr ated fo r 
philatelic refe rence in Ell iott P erry's P at 
P aragraphs, in October, I937, from a copy 
in th e coll ection of L aurence B . l\ll ason da ted 
June 23 (IO o'clock delivery) .7 The E dward 
S. Kn app collection, sold a t auction May 6, 
I94I , incl uded a locally origin ated letter da ted 
F ebru ary IO, I 840, w ith th e mark in r ed in ­
d icating 3 o'c( lock ) delivery; one w ritten in 
St. Joh n 's, Newfoundl and , dated July 29, 
1841 , wi th th e bl ack h and stamp ; one written 
in Troy, New Y o rk, M ay 9, 1841 , and h and­
st amped in bl ack in New Y ork May IO; and 
anoth er w ritten in Troy August 17 , 1841 , 
and hands tamped in bl ack August 18. The 
out-of- town lette rs we re presum ably brought 
to th e city by priva te t ravellers and m.11 il ed 
locally in th e P enny P ost 's boxes. 

This wri ter's coll ecti on has a letter w r it­
ten Oc tober 2, I 840, h and stamped in red ink 
" O ct 3 3 o'c" and one of th e bl ack impressions 
on a cover dated August IO, I 84r. (F igs. r 
and 2 ) . T he ea rli es t and lates t know n cover s 
a re in th e coll ection of H a rry A. Dunsmoor , 
Syracuse, New Y ork, one postm arked in r ed 
ink J anu ary 29, I840, and th e oth er st amped 
in bl ack ink Sep tember 9, I 84 r. P erh aps th e 
publica tion of this a rticle w ill bring fo rth th e 
w hereabouts of ea rlier and later covers . 

The important pa rt th e P enny Post pl ayed 
in U. S. pos t al histo ry can be wholly appre­
ciated only with r efe rence to the circum­
stances ex istent at th e time . Postal service 
in America had fall en fa r behind the needs of 
th e growing nati on and its mushrooming 
citi es. 
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The population of Manh attan I sland h ad 
increased from 202,000 in I 830 to 312,000 in 
1840, and the residenti al section had spread in 
that decade to include the one-time farm 
area extending from Washington Squ are 
north to 22nd Street. 
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Yet lette rs for des tin ation s in or outside 
of th e city could be mai led only at th e Federal 
Post Office more th an two miles south of the 
new residential regions . The Post Office 
had a few car ri ers for delive ry of letters, but 
none for collection of mail , and from all evi-
. , 
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dence even th e delivery se rvice was unce rta in. 
Public dissati sfaction w ith th e post al sys tem, 
both local and inte rcity, was w idespread. 

It was known in America th a t L ondon had 
enj oyed a " P enny P ost," with neighboring re­
ceiving offices and collection boxes, since th e 
private enterprise set up by Willi am Dock~ 
wra in Apri l, i68o, and t aken over by th e 
British gove rnment in i 685.8 Agitation by 
Mr. R owland H ill and associates had bro ught 
abou t a sweeping pa rli amentary r eview of 
Brit ish post al service in i 839 and th e passage 
of a Bill in the fa ll of th at yea r establishing 
un iform postal r ates based on th e weight of 
let te rs in place of th e old system of r ates 
based on th e number of lettershee ts and th e 
distance; and auth or iz ing a system for pre­
payment of pos t age by purchase of st amped 
paper or ad hesive labels.• 

As VanDyk MacB ride re lated in his recent 
schola rly se ries of a rticles in Th e Am erican 
P hilatelis t , ent itl ed " Barn abas Bates, The 
Rowland Hill of America,"'0 all th ese r e­
for ms were also bei ng advocated in America 
by a vigorous group of parti sans led by 
B ates and in clud ing L ysand er Spooner and 
oth ers, and th ey we re soon to be refl ected in 
th e in dependent mails and oth er pr iva te en­
te rprises th at brought post age st amps, uni­
fo rm postal ra tes and most of th e fea t u res of 
mode rn post al se rvice to the American scene; 
and, somewhat later , by severe and effective 
compet1t1on, fo rced the sluggish Fede ral 
bureaucracy to adapt post al se rvice to th e 
needs of this growing nation. A lready th e 
enter prising No rth Liberties Newsroom, two 
mil es north of th e Phil adelphi a city limits, 
h ad expe rimented w ith th e sale of st amped 
pape r as a means of prepaying mail trans­
mi ssion to th e C ity of Brotherly L ove.11 

The New Y ork P enny P ost, however , was 
th e fi rs t attack on th e communication problem 
wi thin th e limits of a big city. It was only a 
beginning. The phrase in th e J ou rnal of 
Commerce ed itori al " .. . . to be paid on 
de live ry" indicates th at, at th e outset a t leas t , 
th e prop ri etors lacked th e im agin ation and 
cou rage to attack one of th e mos t uneconomic 
of th e contemporary post al pr ac tices-namely, 
th e coll ection of fees f rom addressees r ath er 
th an f rom addresso rs, which inevitably re­
sulted in subst anti al losses to any m ail se rvice, 
publicly or priv ately fin anced. 
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Th at th e P enny P os t undertook some ex­
perimentati on w ith prepayment is indicated 
by an imp rint on th e previously mentioned 
Edw ard Kn app Februa ry IO, 1840 lette r r ead ­
ing, " P . P . Assn P ostage P aid" and on th e 
same cove r a h and-s t amp " PAID", w hich 
a lso appea red on a Valentin e in Van D yk 
MacBride's collection, illu strated herewith 
(Fig. 3). 

It is likely this prepayment was practiced 
only on letters mailed a t the P ost' s offices on 
Canal Street-and th ere is no ev id ence th at 
th e A ssociation experimented w ith th e new 
British innovation of adh esive st amps. P at 
P aragraphs, No. 41 , of April , i941 ,12

. illus­
tr ates a New Y ork P enny P ost label, gold on 
black, tied to th e face of a part cove r, w ith 
a circul ar postm ark w holly unl ike th e m arks 
seen on th e st ampless cove rs previously de­
sc ribed, but E lli ott P erry believes it to be a 
fr audulent st amp and equ ally fra udulent 
hands tamp, wi th w hich opinion this w riter is 
inclined to agree . 

No r is there any evid ence th a t th e P ost 
ca rried letters to th e post office fo r tr ansmis­
sion in th e U . S. M ails. N o combination of 
th e P enny P ost and th e New Y ork F ederal 
postma rk has been found , and it will be noted 
th a t th e initi al newspaper announcement 
makes no refe rence to se rvice " for the mails." 

These limita ti ons, in all likelihood, account 
for th e ultim ate fa ilure of th e Post. The in­
adequ acy of a system w hich provided no 
simple method of prepayment and no method 
of getting lette rs into th e mail s for out-of­
tow n tr ansmi ssion would in evitably limit th e 
profitable g row th of such an enterprise. Even 
a contract fo r daily deliveries of the Journal 
of Co mmerce, r efl ected in th e wrapper itlus­
trated with this articl e (Fig. 4) would not 
put the busin ess in th e black. (The discovery 
of this w rapper , incid entally , led to th e fi nd­
ing of th e announcement in the D ecember 20, 
1839, J ourn al. It was reasoned th at th e 
new spaper for w hich delivery was made 
would have th e long-sought publicity-and 
thi s proved to be th e case .) 

Though th e P enny P ost fa iled some time 
between th e middl e of September , i841 , and 
the end of J anu a ry, 1842,13 its influence lived 
on in th e prac tices and procedures of Greig 's 
City Dispatch P ost and subsequent private 
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Fig. 3 
and public carrier enterprises. The marked 
similarity of the postmark adopted by Greig 
to its Penny Post predecessor (Fig. 5), and 
the imitation of delivery hours and other prac­
tices are striking. But Alexander Greig added 
the missing link-prepaid postage by means 
of the first adhesive stamp issued in Ameri-
104 THE COLLE
ca, 1' and tln:s brought to full realization the 
dream of the Penny P ost 's founders . 

We do not ye t know who fathered the 
Penny Post.1

' Perhaps his name w ill never be 
un~overed. But if or when his identity is 
lea rned , he is truly deserving of a promi­
nent place in th P esta! H all of Fame. 
Fig. 4 
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Ge11cral Note: The autho r grateful ly acknowledges 
the support and contribut ion s to the research under I y­
ing t he foregoing article of Mr. Andrew I saacson of 
New York City. 
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NEPAL 

The Typographed Stamps of 1941-47 

By H . D . S. H AVE RBECK 

(All rights reserved) 
T he kingdom of Nepal is situated in th e 
Himalaya mountains and separates th e Ind ian 
plains fro m th e upl and pl a teau of Tibet. I t 
is fa mous fo r two things; its fighting men, th e 
Gu rkh as, and as th e bi r thpl ace of Gautama 
th e Buddh a. T ouris ts a re not encou raged 
and th e few fo reigners th at a re ad mitted a re 
State visitors or members of th e B ri tish E m­
bassy staff. This policy has been greatly 
simplifi ed by nature, w hich has provided the 
tremend ous barrie r of everl as ting snows to 
th e north , of which Mt. E ve rest is a pa rt; a 
g reat belt of fever- ridd en jungle ( th e Terai ) 
to th e south , and high mountains and swift 
rivers to th e east and w est. 

From the phila telic point of view, it is not 
surprising th a t many fac ts have escaped stu­
dents in th e outside wo rld. There are only 
two outstanding works on th e st amps of 
Nepal ; th e se ries of a rticles by Major E. B. 
E vans w hich was publi shed in Stanley Gibbons 
Mo nthly J ournal, V ol. xvi. , and th e splendid 
monogr aph, Th e Postage Stam ps of N epal, 
by E . A. Smythi es, C.I.E. , F.R.P.S.L. and 
L. E . D awson, F.R.P.S.L. Mr. Smythies was 
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th e fir st phil a telist to t ake up res idence in 
Nepal. This happy coincid ence brought about 
a se ri es of interes ting fi nds and resulted in 
the above ment ioned monograph . It is my 
intent ion to carry on this monograph as far as 
possible to th e present day. I am deeply 
in deb ted to M r. Smythies fo r much of the 
information contained here in and fo r his 
w ise counsel and gui dance. 

Befo re t aking up th e st amps in de tail, it is 
proper to acquaint th e reader w ith th e present 
organization of the posts in N epal. There 
are two systems ope rating side by side, the 
Nepalese post and th e post of th e D ominion of 
Ind ia, fo rmerly th e B r itish Indian P ost. The 
Indi an P ost al Service operates a post office 
in th e gro un ds of th e Briti sh Embassy. In 
this post office only Ind ian stamps a re avail­
able and only Indi an currency is used. This 
deals w ith all mail to and from Indi a and 
abroad. By treaty a r rangement, th e Nepalese 
stamps are accepted on letters bound fo r 
Indi a, but all foreign mails must be prepaid 
with Indi an stamps. The Nepalese P ost Of­
fice maintains two offices in th e capital city, 
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Kathmandu. One is a small post office just 
outside the British Embassy grounds which 
collects all Nepali mail to India and turns it 
over to the Embassy post office for forwarding. 
Similarly, it receives from the Embassy post 
office all mail from India for distribution in 
Nepal. The other is the head Nepal post 
office, which deals with all mail to and from 
Kathm andu to or from all places in Nepal. 
Outside of Kathm andu there are branch Nepal 
post offices in the headquarters of all dis­
tricts and sub-offices in other towns in each 
of th e districts . These branch post offices also 
receive and send mail direct to India where 
communication routes permit. The sub-offices 
send their mail only to the branch offices. 

We will now proceed with the consideration 
of the stamps themselves. From 1907 until 
1941 they were engraved and printed by 
Perkins, Bacon & Co. in London and supplied 
to Nepal as needed. With the outbreak of 
World W ar II, the Battle of F ritain , and the 
submarine campaign , it became impossible to 
obtain regular supplies of stamps from Lon­
don. As supplies of the different values ran 
short, steps were taken to print them locally. 
The 8 pice value ran short in 194 l, and the 
2 and 4 pice values in 1942. The 1 rupee ran 
out in November, 1944· 

The method of printing these stamps locally 
is interesting. Ten rows of four stamps were 
photographed. From the negative an etched 
copper line plate of forty subjects was pre­
pared . As the negative showed the perfora­
tions on the original stamps, these had to be 
burred away from the printing plate. The 
finished plate was locked up in a hand press 
and the required number of sheets printed. 
The perforating was done by a hand operated 
single line machine. The gauge is l l x II 0 
with small variations. It is remarkable that 
there were not more errors of perforating 
th an there are. The printing was done at the 
Gurkha Patra Press in Kathmandu. The 
paper used was machine made and imported 
from India. It varies both in color and tex­
ture and is one of the best ways of determin­
ing the various printings. The inks also varied 
in color and provide another valuable clue. 
There was only one major error made in the 
printing of these stamps. An unknown num-
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ber of sheets of the 2 pice value were printed 
in green, the color of the 4 pice stamp. 

In the first three years there were three 
different printings of the 2, 4, and 8 pice 
values, as follows: 

1st. printing:-A. June 1941, 8 pice only, 
on smooth cream wove paper. B. Between 
July, 1941 and September 1943, 2, 4 and 8 
pice, on smooth white wove paper. 40 stamps 
to the sheet. 

2nd. printing :-October to December, 1943, 
2, 4 and 8 pice, on smooth, cream wove paper. 
36 stamps to the sheet. One row of four 
stamps was removed from each plate because 
a smaller size paper was the only kind avail­
able. (The 2 pice stamp of this printing is 
very rare. Smythies reports that only l sheet 
is known). 

3rd. printing:-January, 1944, 2, 4 and 8 
pice , on rough white wove paper. 36 stamps 
to the sheet. 

4th printing:-ln March, 1945, the above 
three values were printed in sheets of 36 on 
smooth toned wove paper. The l rupee was 
also printed about this time on the rough 
white wove paper. 

5th. printing :-In January, 1946, the 8 pice 
stamp was printed on a smooth white wove 
paper. 

6th printing :-The largest printing took 
place in April, 1946. This consisted of the 
2, 4, 8, 16, 24 and 32 pice, and l Rupee on 
smooth white wove paper. The 16, 24, and 32 
pice values were printed in sheets of 28 
stamps. The l rupee stamp was printed from 
a plate of 25 subjects. 

The 7th. and final printing of which we 
have a record was made in the latter part of 
1947 or the early part of 1948. It consisted 
of the 2, 4, and 8 pice on smooth white wove 
paper, in colors very similar to the April, 
1946 printing. 

With the exception of the first plate of the 
8 pice, and the 24 and 32 pice, and the I rupee 
stamps, all of the plates had marginal lines 
and inscriptions. These marginal inscriptions. 
afford another guide to the printings when 
they are available for study. In the tables 
that follow I have tabulated the various print­
ings and have given the major characteristics. 
of each one. 
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Printing 

l. 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Date Color 

April 1942 deep brown 

December pale brown 
1942 

June 1943 pale brown , 
chocolate, 
deep to 
pale yellow 
green (e rror ) 

October- deep brown 
December 

1943 
Janua ry Pal e brown , 

1944 deep brown, 
sepia 

March brown 
1945 

April 1946 pale brown 

Late 1947 I brown 

Fi g. l 2 Pice 

TABLE 1 

The 2 pice stamp 

Fig. l 

Paper I Marginal lines and Inscriptions Si:z: e of Sheet 

smooth white left: 69 m.m. right 66 m.m. 40 (4 x 10) 
wove 
smooth white left : 69 m .m . right 70 m.m . 40 (4 x 10) 
wove 

1 smooth white both 72 m.m. 40 (4 x l 0) 
wove 

smooth unknown. Smythies repo rts only l 
cream wove shee t of 36 stamps printed . 

rough white left: 70 m .m . ri ght 71 m.m . lowest 36 (4 x 9 ) 
wove row having been removed. 

smooth toned both 70 m.m. 36 14 x 9) 
wove 

smooth white both 69 m.m . Samvat date 2 003 36 (4 x 9) 
wove ( 1946 A. O.) included . 
smooth white both 109 m .m . date changed to 36 (4 x 9) 
wove Samva t 2 004 , ( 1947 A. O.) 

...... • w wow ea o a e ea 

,.,., 
0 
0 -

Fig. 2 4 Pice 

ccwe l 
1 
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Fig. 4 8 Pice- 2nd Printing 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 8 Pice-7 th Printing 
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8 Pice- Sth Printing 
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NEPAL-TYPOGRAPHED STAMPS OF 1941-47 
Printing 

1. 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

Printing 

1. 
Fig. 3 

2 . 
Fig. 4 

3 . 

4. 

5 . 
Fig. 5 

6. 

7 . 
Fig. 6 

·g 
Fig. 7 

9 . 

Date Color 

April 1942 deep green 

December deep green 
1942 

October pale yell ow 
1943 green 

January pale green , 
1944 deep green 

March pale yellow 
1945 green 

Apr il 1946 deep green 

Late 1947 yellow 
green 

Date Color 

June 1941 scarlet 

Jul y 1941 deep 
carmine 

June 1943 pale 
carmine 

October rose red 
1943 

January deep 
1944 scarlet 

March carmine, 
1945 pale rose 

January rose 
1946 

April 1946 deep rose 

Late 1947 deep rose 

TABLE 2 

The 4 pice stamp 

Fig. 2 

Paper Marginal 

smooth white left : 73 

lines 

m.m . 
wove Guj rati 4 (j ) 

scription . 

and Inscriptions 

right 72 m.m . 
in "40" of in-

smooth white Inscription reset and shifted. Same 
wove measurement. Nagri 4 {"8") in 

"40" of inscript ion . 
smooth cream Unknown . Very few known. 
wove Top row removed . 
rough white left: 76 m.m . right : 74 m.m . 
wove 
smooth toned both 72 m .m . 
wove 
smooth toned date included in inscription. Samvat 
wove 2003, (1946 A.D.l 

Size of Sheet 

40 {4x 10) 

40 (4 x 10 ) 

36 (4 x 9) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

smooth white \both 109 m.m. date changed to 36 (4 x 9 ) 
wove Samvat 2004, ( 1947· A.D.) 

TABLE 3 

The 8 pice stamp 

Figs. 3 - 7 

Paper Marginal lines and Inscriptions 

smooth cream None. 
wove 
smooth white Marginal Jines all a round. left: 69 
wove m.m . right 71 m.m. Guj rati 4 "j " 

4 "8" in 40 of marginal inscrip-
smooth w hite tions. 
wove left : 74 m.m . right 73 m .m. Nagri 
smooth cream 4 in 40 of marginal inscriptions. 
wove left : 77 m.m. right 75 m.m . setting 

bf 36 stamps, lowest row having 
been removed. Very few of this 
printing known . 

rough white both 75 m.m. 
wove 
smooth toned both 76 m.m. 
wove 
smooth toned 3 marginal lines ve rtically. 
wove 
smooth white date included in inscr iption. 
wove (Samvat ) 2003, ( 1946 A.D.) 

Size of Sheet 

40 (4 x 10 ) 

40 (4 x 10 ) 

40 (4 x 10 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

36 (4 x 9 ) 

smooth white both 109 m.m. date changed to 36 (4 x 9 ) 
wove Samvat 2004, (A.D. 1947) . 
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NEPAL-TYPOGRAPHED STAMPS OF 1941-47 
TABLE 4 

The 16, 24 and 32 pice and 1 rupee stamps 

There is only one printing of these stamps known at the present time. The 16 pice occurs 
on the smooth white wove paper in two marked shades, pale purple brown and deep brown. 
Th is printing was made in April , 1946 and the marginal inscriptions are characterized by the 
presence of the date, Samvat * 2003, 1946 A. D. The re are 28 stamps to the sheet, 4 x 7, 
(fig . 8 ) . 

The 24 pice occurs on the smooth white wove paper and is printed in bright orange . The 
printing was made in April , 1946. There are no marginal lines or inscriptions and the setting 
consists of 28 stamps, 4 x 7 (Fig. 9 ) . 

The 32 pice occurs on the ~mooth white wove paper and is printed in deep blue. The 
printing was made in April, 1946. There are no marginal lines or inscriptions. The setting 
consists of 28 stamps , 4 x 7 (fi g. 10). 

The 1 rupee was printed between January, 1944 and March, 1945. It occurs on the 
rough white wove paper which is cha racteristic of the January, 1944 printings. The sheet 
consists of 25 stamps ( 5 x 5 ) , (Fig. 1 1 ) . There are two marked shades, a deep and a pale 
orange brown. The re are no margina l lines or inscriptions. 

* The Sam va t e ra as refe rred to in the tabl es is the H_indu lun ar ca lend ar. It is in com mon usage 
throu ghout lndia togeth er with l\1ohammedan and Chri sti an ca lend ars. The Sam v at year 2 0 0~ began on 
Thursday, 13 November, 19-17 and will end on Monday, 1 No vember, 1948. 

;( 
I 

riiiiiiiiii:. ~.....,,._...... .~,..,...., 
• . 
• • . 

Fi g. 10 32 Pice 

• • • • 

.. . .... ... . . .. 
Fi g. 11 

Fig. 9 

Rupee 

24 Pice 
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NEPAL-TYPOGRAPHED STAMPS OF 941-47 

'T
Complete sheet o f 2 Pice, illustrating the typical format of all sheets. Note 
evidence of incomplete Burring away of perforation impressions at left. 
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Supplementary Notes and 
Comment On the Cen­
tenary Handbook of 1942 

''100 YEARS AGO'' 

By ELLIOTT PERRY 

( All rights re se rved by Elliott P erry.) 
(PART II) 

(Continued from January.) 

The first section of this Supplement dealt 
with two posts in New York city; first, 
Greig's "City Despatch Post" which was in 
ope r ation a little longer than six months, 
that is, from early in February 1842 to Aug­
ust 15th; and second, th e "United States City 
Despatch Post" w hich succeeded Greig's 
City Despatch Post on August 16, 1842, and 
was in operation as an official carrier service 
for more than four years until late in No­
vember 1846, when it was discontinued by 
the Postmaster General and was succeeded 
in turn by the "Post Office City Despatch" 
under A. B. Mead.* 

After the first section of this ar ticle was 
prepared additional material pertaining to 
th e year 1842 was obtained and is recorded 
before continuing with the posts and stamps 
of the period which began just before De­
cember I , 1846. 

The only references to th e plates for the 
stamps of th e City Despatch Post and the 
United States City Despatch Post which have 
been found and which seem to be authorita­
tive are in Luff's monumental work on U. S. 
postage st amps. 

*See Pat Paragraphs #35 (March 1938), and page 41 
in " 1 00 Years Ago" (1942). 
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"The stamps of th e City D espatch Post 
were engraved on steel by Rawdon, Wright 
& H atch, 48 Merchants Exchange." 

(Luff, page 227) 
And on page 229, referring to the Uni ted 

States City Despatch Post;" 
" The stamps w ere engraved on steel by 

Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, and are said to 
have been in sheets of one hundred." 

However, Luff did not reveal how he knew 
Rawdon, Wright & Hatch engraved the 

t, I 

I , : "" s"' _:t <:y,;<'t" II I. ·---·---··- .J 

Jones' City Express Post 

This local post was in operation in Brook­
lyn, N. Y., (for several months?) beginning 
as early as May 1845. On th e few genuine 
stamps of th e J ones post which have survived 
th e engraved portrait appears to be identical 
with th e Washington portrait on Greig's 
Ci ty Despa tch Post st amps. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 2 



100 YEARS Aco 
st amps, nor who said the official carrier 
st amps of 1842-46 were in sheets of one h un­
dred. As a matter of fact, the present re­
search cas ts se rious doubt on Luff's state­
ments. 

The Juli an Blancha rd collection of bank 
notes and related prints conta ins very strong 
evid ence th a t th e W ashington portrait was 
not engraved by R awdon, Wrigh t & H atch, 
and makes one incl ined to believe th at neither 
of th e two pl a tes was produced by that firm. 

Figure 46 

Figure +6; Die proof in bl ack of an en­
g raving of a full length st atue of Washing­
ton. The portrait was evidently tr ansfe rred 
to the die and th ence to the plate of th e City 
Despatch P ost st amps. A slight retouching 
of th e same portrait is seen on th e st amps 
-0 f th e U nited States City Despatch Post. 
Three years later ( 1845 ) in Brooklyn, N . Y., 
the origin al portrait appears again on th e 
s tamp of J ones' City Express Post , (See 
Figure page 114). 

Figure 47 ; The same figure of Washing­
ton appeared on an und ated stock ce rtificate 
"THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, 
Figure 47 

of a coal and iron manufacturing company 
of Virginia which was chartered in 1840. 

Any apparent difference in size between the 
Washington on this ce rtificate and that on 
the die proof is an optical illusion. 
NO. 2 II5 



100 YEARS Aco 
Figure 47L 

F igure 47L; Seated Vulcan at the left end 
of th e same cert ificate. The imprint reads, 
"V. B alch, N. York." 

The same sta tue of Washington and seated 
Vulcan, but w ith relative positions reversed 
·On th e certificate, were used on a stock cer­
tificate (bank note size and style), of The 
American Mining Company, dated "Wind­
so r, Vt. , March 28th , 1850." The imprints 
on this document read "Narine & Co. N. Y." 
a nd "A. Halbert ·Sc." This certificate fur­
nishes rather conclusive proof that it was 
printed by the comparatively little known 
.firm of Narine & Co. and definite evidence 
that th e Washington statue and the seated 
Vulcan were the work of the French engraver 
Halbert. 
THE CO
Other documents also in the Blanchard 
collection, or known to him, indicate consider­
able popularity and widespread use of the 
full length engrav ing of Washington. These 
documents include a $1 note of a bank in New 
London , Conn., with engraved date "May 
rst, 1856," and with imprint of "Toppan, 
Carpenter & Co. New York & Philada ;" a 
note of a bank in Mi amisburg, Ohio, with im­
print of "Woodruff & Hammond, Cincin., 
0.," another of a bank in Sandusky, Ohio, 
with imprint of "Casilear, Durand, Burton & 
Edmonds, N. York. " 

Even as late as l\llay 1, 1862, in the Con­
federate W ar period, the Bank of Philippi, 
Virginia, had a $1 note lithographed by 
Johnson in Lynchburg, and bearing a repro­
duction of the Washington statue. On this 
note the base on which the statu e stands is 
thin as on the die proof. On the other ex­
amples which have been seen the base is 
thicker. 

Figure 48 

Figure 48 ; Lithographic print at the left 
end of an unused white paper envelope, with­
out imprint. This is believed to be from a 
se t of patriotic envelopes of the Confederate 
War period. 

The evidence may be sum med up by stat­
ing that the only clue to the actual engraver 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 2 



100 YEARS AGO 
w hich the documents reveal is "A Halbert 
Sc." on th e stock ce rtificate from Windsor, 
Vermont, and that altho originals or accurate 
transfers of the full length W ashington have 
been found on documents which show that 
the figure was used by at leas t four bank­
note printers, it has not been found on any 
note or other paper which is known to have 
been printed by Rawdon , Wright & H atch. 

Figure 49 

Figure 49; This engraving is on a patriotic 
envelope w ith imprint of E. K. Kimmel, 59 
Nassau St. (New York) , and "Entered ac­
cording to act of Congress in * * * l86r." 
Altho it might be confused wi th th e one which 
is cr edi ted to H albert, it is really an inexact 
copy in reve rse-the face is turned a little 
to the left inst ead of to th e right. The 
sword has been omitted on one side and a 
large shield added at the oth er. Failure to 
copy the po rtr ai t exactly made the lower 
part of the face too heavy and changed Wash­
ington 's expression. This portr ai t was in 
use as ea rly as 1852 for it appears on the 
"CHATHAM SQUAR E POST OFFICE" 
sta mp of Aaron Swarts which is found used 
at dates from 1852 to 1857. (See page 30 
in th e A. P. S. handbook "The C h atham 
Square P ost Office.") 
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Greig's first postm ark was used as a can­
celler on the City Despatch Post stamps in 
February 1842 and again for a few days im­
mediately preceding August 16th, 1842. In 
the interim of about five and a half months 
city letters were struck, u su ally if not always, 
with th e second type of postmark and when 
such a letter was prepaid by a stamp the 
stamp was cancelled with a small "FREE" in 
a rect angular fram e having truncated cor­
ners.* 

A peculiar fact about all the 3c st amps 
from th e Greig plate and the United States 
City D espatch Post plate, and the subse­
quent 2c stamps from the Greig pl ate, is 
that all the cancelling devices-other than 
the circular postmarks-were so care fully 
applied as to show an intent not to h ave any 
part of them fall on the letter sheet or 
envelope. Covers on which the canceller did 
not strike entirely on the stamp may be rated 
as fre aks. The postmarks were so much 
la rger th an when used to cancel th e st amps 
they always strike both stamp and cover. 

Mail Letters 

The two covers which are illu strated (Fig. 
50-51 )t show th e prac tice which seems to have 
been adopted for mail letters. It will be noted 
th at nei ther of the lette rs shows a marking 
of the C ity Despatch Post, each of th e stamps 
is cancelled by pen strokes, and the postmark 
of th e New York post office is placed at the 
lower edge of th e face of the cove rs. Mail 
letters sent prior to August I st ar e the ap­
parent source of the authentic pencancelled 
copi es of Greig's st amp which a re occasion ally 
found. As will be seen, th ere was a definite 
reason for the pen cancell at ions. 

Figure 50-April 7, 1842 

The st amp prepaid the fee for taking the 
letter to th e New York post office, w here it 
was postmarked and forwarded to Sims­
bury, Ct. The manu script "f" in place of a 
rate marking indicates "free" and was used 
because Post-Master Phelps d id not have to 
pay postage on mail ad dr essed to him. 

t By courtesy of Stanley Gibbons, Inc. 
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100 YEARS Aco 
r 

Figure 50 

Figure 51 
Memo 
Material is still needed to make the story 

more complete. For this purpose Mr. 
Perry desires to borrow (with privilege of 
photographing) U. S. City Despatch Post 
stamps and TWO CENTS City Despatch 
Post stamps, used or unused , on or off 
covers, whether in fine, fair or poor con­
dition, and will be glad to accord full 
credit. Anyone having Scott N os. 6LBr to 
6LB8 or 40L2 to 40L8 should write to 
him at Box 333, Westfield, New Jersey. 
Figure 51-April 30, 1842 

The stamp prepaid the fee for taking the 

letter to the New York post office, where it 

was postmarked and forwarded to East Hart­

ford, "C.T." ( ConnecticuT) , a distance of 

more than 80 miles and less than I 50 miles, 

hence the manuscript " 12Y," (cents) which 

shows the single letter rate. 
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roo YEARS Aco 
Interim Period 
August 1st to 15th, 1842 

The facts which h ave been established in­

clude the following; 

The sale of the City Despatch Post to the 
U nited States P ost Office Department was 
to become effective in time · for the United 
States Ci ty D espatch Post to commence 
operation on August 1, 1842; 

The Un ited States City Despatch Post did 
not commence operation until August 16, 
1842, evid ently because the st amps which 
were being prepared for it were not ready 
w hen they w ere expected. 

Greig's Type I postmark was resurrected 
and used again as a postm ark-cancelle r for 
a few days prior to August 16th. 

In G reig's Type II postm a rk "N.Y." was 
repl aced by "U.S." as early as August 16th, 
which is th e earliest date found for th e first 
postmark of the U nited States City Despatch 
P ost. 

Luff's claim to have seen a United States 
C ity Despatch Post stamp cancelled "August 
5th, r842" has not been substanti ated and 
neither th at date nor such a cancell ation can 
be reconciled wi th th e known fac ts. 

As provided in th e Act of 1836, lette r car­
riers were appointed by the P ostmaster Gen­
eral after being nominated by the postmaster 
of the town or city in which they were to 
serve, and were under bond to the United 
States, w hich bond was approved by the post­
master. In order to retain Greig to superin­
tend the U nited States City Despatch Post 
and to make him responsible and his services 
legal, he was given regul ar appointment as a 
Un ited States lette r carrie r at New York. 
The appoin tment could not become effective 
until Greig's bond had been approved and 
accepted , but it did become effect ive from 
the moment the bond was accepted. 

All this leads up to a suggestion that be­
cause the United States City Despatch Post 
was to commence operation on August I st, 
Greig 's nomin ation and appointment had been 
made, his bond had been approved, and th e re­
fore Greig became an official letter carrier on 
th e day when the bond was accepted, w hich 
could have been Monday, August 1st, or Sat­
urday, July 30th. 
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Very few City Despatch Post stamps 
w hich were used in the first two weeks of 
August 1842 h ave been found. However, no 
reason appears to believe that the sale of 
those stamps ceased at the end of July and 
any which were sold from the 1st to the 15th 
of August occupy a position which is proba­
bly unique in phil ately. How shall stamps 
be cl ass ified which were sold by a United 
States lette r car rier , were valid for a week 
or two in prepaying the fee of a local ( pri­
vate) post, and there afte r were valid to pre­
pay U. S. drop letter postage (r cent rate to 
June 30, 1845), or a combin ation of that drop 
letter postage added to a government ea r­
ner fee? 

Figure 52-August 8 , 1842 

The st amp prepaid the fee of the City 
D espatch Post for t aking the letter to the 
post office w here it was postm arked and for­
wa rd ed to U nion Corners, Livingston County, 
in western New York. The distance was not 
quite 400 mil es, hence the manuscript 
" 18:),f' which was th e single letter r ate. By 
comparing this " interim period" mail letter 
w ith th e two letters which went to Connecti­
cu t in April (F igures 5 and 6), it will be 
noticed th at ; 

No marking of the despatch post appears on 
st amp or cover; 

The r ate (or free marking) was placed at 
upper right; 

The New York post office m arking was 
placed at th e lower edge; 

The stamp was not pencancelled by th e 
despatch post, but was struck w ith the New 
York post office later. 

The cover of August 8th raises several in­
triguing questions, such as; why was the 
st amp not pen cancelled? Was the stamp 
affixed by the sender of the letter, or was 
the fee paid in cash and the stamp affixed by 
the post? Was it by intent of Greig or by 
chance of the sender th at the stamp was 
placed where the New York post office dater 
would strike and cancel it? If by intent, 
was it because the stamps w hich were issued 
by Greig prior to August 16th were to re­
main valid (as th ey did), and Greig's duties 
as a U nited States letter carrier obliged him 
to see th at a st amp which was being used to 
, NO. 2 II9 
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Figure 52 
• 
pay the C ity D espatch P ost fee could not be 
used again to h ave a lette r ca rried by th e 
U nited States City Despatch P ost ? 

The three covers Figures 5, 6 and 7 indi­
cate th a t th e City D espatch P ost purposely 
avoid ed th e use of its postm arks or F REE 
cancelle r on letters which we re to go through 
th e governm ent mails so they would not be 
mist aken fo r government m arkings. The 
F REE canceller was particul a rly apt to mis­
lead postm asters into delive ring un pa id let­
te r s w ith out collecting post age on th em. 

In addition to oth er fac ts th e indicated 
pr ac tice may throw considerable light on the 
relationship between G reig's C ity D espatch 
P ost and th e New Y ork post office, such as 
th e id ea th at Greig's post became such a 
t roublesome competitor th at th e gove rnment 
fe lt compelled to buy G reig 's out, lock, stock 
and ba rrel. Ca reful examin ation of th e facts 
leads to a conclusion th at th e P os t Office D e­
par tment suffered no loss fro m th e ope rati on 
of th e C ity D espa tch P ost and it is by no 
means cer t ain th a t th e gove rn ment ca r rier 
ser vice was much affected. T he Department 
obtained th e postage on all th e mail letters 
w hich th e despa tch post brought to th e post 
office, and th e official ca rrier s contin ued to 
del ive r th e incoming mail let te r s. No evi­
dence appears th at th e D epa rtment m ain­
t ained letter boxes for th e deposit of letter s 
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outsid e th e post office, or th at it maintained 
a system fo r th e r egul ar coll ection and de­
livery of city lette rs, circula rs, no tices or 
other matter. 

A s a general st atement it may be said th at 
the C ity D espatch P ost w as successful be­
cause it supplied a convenience at mode rate 
cost which th e U nited States post office did 
not rende r at all. In stead of competing wi th 
th e govern ment th e despa tch post supple­
mented th e offici al services. 

1 o evidence whateve r has been fou nd to 
support Mr. Cha rles W indso r 's statement;* 

" Th e Goven1m ent soon pr oscrib ed the con­
tinuance of th e Post, asser t ing it to be an in­
fr ingem ent of governm ental r ights." 

Furthermore, ce rtain fac ts and circum­
stances agree w ith th e th ought th at alth o the 
C ity D esp atch P ost was operated as a pri­
vate ly owned service and appeared to have no 
official conn ection, it really had the Post Of­
fice Department 's blessing and all the parties 
concerned well understood th at if it proved 
to be a success th e gove rnment wou ld take 
it over. 

*On page 8 in " 1 00 Yea rs Ago." Charl es Windsor 
was then ( 1894 ) 79 years old. The City D es patch 
P ost wa s estab l ished by hi s fa ther, H enry T. Wind sor, 
and Ale xand er M. Greig. 
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1 0 0 Y E ARS Aco 
Carrier Fees 
Drop Letter Postage 

2c Circular Rate 

Among the r ates of postage which were 
es t ablished by th e first section of an Act of 
Cong ress approved M arch 3 rd , I 845, and 
which became effective July 1, 1845, was th e 
fo llowing; 

"A nd all dr op letters, or letters placed in 
any pos t offi ce, not f or transmission by mail, 
but fo r delivery only, sh all be charged with 
pos tage at th e rate of tw o cents each." 

Evidently this provision was the bas is for 
J ohn N . Luff's statement th a t " the rate for 
drop lette rs w as reduced * to tw o cents" by 
this Act of 1845 , but the basis for his further 
st atement th at "Carriers we1·e qllowed t o 
charge a lik e am ount" is less apparent. 

In th e fo llowing quotation from page 203 
of Luff's work the las t sentence reads as tho 
a two cent ca rrier fee was actu ally provided 
fo r in th e Act of 1845; 

" B efor e th e year 1845, New Y ork was th e 
only city in w hich carrier's stamps were used. 
Th e stamps in use th er e were th ose of th e 
U nited States Cit y D espatch P os t and a f ew 
of G reig's City D espatch P ost w hich wer e 
issued pr ovisionally .t E ach had a fa ce v alu e 
of three cents. W heth er th e same rate pre­
vailed in oth er cit ies I am un able to say. 
B y Act of Congress, approved M arch 3rd, 
1845, th e ra te f or dr op let ters w as fixed at 
two cents and carritH"S were allowed an addi­
t io nal chm·ge of a l ike amo un t f o1· deliv­

ery." * * * 
It is quite evid ent th at th e " three cents" 

face valu e of th e U nited States C ity D espatch 
P ost stamps misled Luff into believing th at 
th ey represented a 3c carrie r fee. Nowh ere 
is th ere an indication Luff ever discove red 
th at th e ca r r ier fee was limited to two cents 
by th e Act of 1836 and th at beginn ing on 
August 16th , 1842, th e U. S. post office r e­
ceived from th e carrier depar tment one cent 
for each letter w hich th e despatch post 
de live red. 

*Page 230 in Luff 's book. I nstead of a redu ct ion the 
rate was increased to two cents. 

t Comment on thi s all eged provis iona l issue is g iven 
on pages 22 / 24 of " 1 00 Years Ago." 
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The facts a re th at carrie r fees are not 
mentioned in any Act of 1845, nor in any 
Act of Congress after the Act of July 2, 
1836 until the Act of M arch 3, 1851. In 
Section 41 of the Act of 1836 the carrier fee 
for delive ry to or from a post office w as " not 
exceeding two cents" per letter. The legal 
fee for delive ring a newspaper o r pamphlet 
was Yz cent. In Section IO of the Act of 
185 I the P ostm aster General was authorized 
to es t ablish letter carrier routes in certain 
cities or towns; 

" and at all such offi ces it shall be in his 
power to cause letters t o be delivered by 
suitable carrie1·s, to be app ointed by him for 
th at purpose, for w hich not exceeding on e or 
tw o cents shall be chm·ged," * * * 

Despite the clea r language of this Act, page 
23 l of Luff's g reat work st ates; 

" B y th e A ct of March 3, 1851, th e rate for 
de livery of letter s from or t o th e post offi ce 
w as redu ced t o one cent each." 

P ossibly Luff confused th e ca rrier fee w ith 
the drop letter r ate which was reduced from 
two cents to one cent by the Act of 1851 , 
and he seems to have been quite un aw are of 
the carrier provisions of 1836 which w ere in 
effect for fifteen years ( to 1851 ) w ithout 
change, and substantially for nine years 
longe r ( to 1860) . 

l\II uch of th e confusion in phil a telic minds 
rega rding drop lette r and carri e r fees and 
se rvices probably is traceable to inco rrect, in­
complete, o r mislead ing st atements in Luff's 
book w hich h ave been r eprinted elsewhere, 
and particul a rly in st amp catalogs, even th o 
m any of th em were co rrected in " 100 Y ears 
Ago" or before th at handbook was published 
in 1942. So it is necessa ry to repeat again 
th at ca rri er fees we re paid back to U. S. 
letter ca rr iers as th eir compensation ; were 
separate from and in add ition to lette r post­
age; and th e latte r was pa rt of th e revenue 
w hich th e post office r ece ived and ret a ined fo r 
uses other th an car rier se rvice. 

The l a rge roun d New Yo rk postmark in 
red which includes a large " 2" fo llowed by 
small "cts" was a New Yo rk post office r ate 
ma rking and may occur in comp any w ith offi ­
cial or private carrie r st amp s or markings, 
depending upon how th e mail w as brought to 
o r taken from th e New York post office. It 
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Figure 53 
was used on drop letters as provided for in 
Section 1 of the Act of l 845, and also for cer­
tain printed matter as provided for in the 
first part of Section 3 of the same Act;-

" That all printed or lithograph ed circu­
lars and handbills, or advertisements, printed 
or lithograph ed, on quarto post or sin_qle cap 
paper, or paper not larger than single cap, 
folded, directed, and unsealed, shall be 
charged with postage at the rate of two cents 
for each sheet, and no more, w hatever may 
be th e distance the same may be sent,· * * * 

Figure 53-February 7 , ( 1846? ) 

A white envelope, without Boyd 's adh esive 
stamp, evidently deposited in a Boyd 's letter 
box, handstamped in red with Boyd's first 
oval postm ark, and th en taken by Boyd's 
Express Post to the New York post office 
where it received the 2c drop letter postmark 
because it was to be delivered in the post 
office. The endorsement "please call at 
Boyds Express Post and pay 2 cents " may 
have been written by John T . Boyd him self. 
The reason for the large black "FREE" 
does not appear. 
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Figure 65 

The single 5c New York st amp of Post­
master R obe rt H. Morris which was struck 
in red with the framed " U. S." canceller of 
the United States City Despatch Post, is 
illu str ated by courtesy of Frank A. Hollow­
bush . The oth er example which h as been 
seen is on a cove r in the H abbert collection, 
(Figure 21A on page 46 in "roo Years Ago.") 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIIl, NO. 2 
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Figure 54-July 21 , 1845 

A printed circular, dated July 16, 18+5, 
mailed five days later in the first month of 
this (Section 3) rate, and properly hand­
s tamped to show prepayment of 2 cents 
postage ( in cash). The contents have an 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIIT, 
appearance of being a handwritten letter but 
actually are a lithographic reproduction of 
such a letter. This circular was mailed un­
sealed and so went at the 2 cent rate instead 
of taking the IOc r ate for a handwritten let­
ter, or for a sealed communication. 
(!// 
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Figure 55 
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Figure 56 
Figure 55-0ctober 18, 1842 

C ity Despatch Post st amp with lower lef t 
co rner sheet margins ( position 37), struck 
w ith th e fram ed "U.S." canceller, properly 
used on a local delivery letter which shows 
the first postm a rk of th e U nited States City 
Despatch Post. 

Af ter Greig's local post became an official 
letter carrier se rvice the stamps of th at City 
Despatch P ost were valid for the se rvice of 
the United Sta tes City D espa tch Post. As 
th e st amps of the U nited Sta tes City Despat :h 
Post h ad been in use during about two 
months prior to October 18th, 1842, the City 
Despatch P ost stamp on this cover obviously 
was not " used provision ally for the service 
of th e United States City D espatch P ost, 
presum ably during th e preparation of stamps 
for the latter. "* 

*The quotation is from page 246 of Scott' s U ni ted 
States Stamp Catalogue Specialized-1949 edition­
w here it is fo ll owed by statements regarding the ca!l ­
ce1l ations on these so-ca ll ed "provisiona l stamps.'' A ll 
th is incorrect or mi sleadin g information in th at cata­
logue wi ll be found on page 2 27 of Luff's U . S. book 
which was written half a century ago. 
t Luff's book , page 228. See al so page 2.J. in "100 

Years Ago." 
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Figure 56-February 15 , ( 1843? ) 

Ci ty D espatch P ost st amp cancelled with 
the firs t postm ark of the U nited States City 
Despa tch Post , properly used for local de­
li very by th at government ca rrie r se rvice. 
On page 227 of Luff's U. S. book, in reference 
to "st amps used provisionally," th at author 
stated; 

"The only dated copy of w hich I h ave a 
memorandum is not on the o rigin al cover. 
It is cancell ed 'F eb. 15,' presu mably 1843, 
but, as usual, the yea r is not given. This, 
of cou rse, does not prove th at the stamp was 
not in use a t an ea rlie r date ." 

Is it almost unbelievable coincidence that 
th e st amp on this undated cove r is postmarked 
" FEB 15,' ' or is this th e st amp to which 
Luff's memorandum actually referred? But 
in either c"ase it could not poss ibly be a "pro­
visional" used during th e preparation of 
stamps for th e U nited Sta tes C ity Despatch 
Post, because th ose official st amps had already 
been in use for six month s prior to February 
15, 1843. Apparently Luff fa il ed to appre­
ciate th e difficulty of reconciling his theory 
of "provisional use" of Greig's st amp wi th 
his claim th at he h ad seen a U nited States 
C ity Despatch Post st amp cancelled "Aug­
ust 5th , 1842." 
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URUGUAY 

The Small Stan1ps of 1892 

By STEPHEN G. RI CH 
The four small stamps of 1892 issued by 
Uruguay have not had detailed tre atment in 
the handbooks of Jean and Griebert, but fair 
coverage in that of Lee. These stamps, five 
of which occupy the same area as four st amps 
of the issues before and after th em, have 
nothing to arouse collector interest. The 
design is not striki ng though pleasing: th e 
Uruguayan arms. A mythological figure is 
included on the 1 oc. The colors minimize the 
real beauty of the stamps. 

This ser ies has a direct historical origin. In 
the presidency of Dr. Julio Herrera y Obes, 
the Eastern Republic went through a bank­
ruptcy, in all but name, during 189i. Ap­
parently the Uruguayan treas ury co uld not 
pay their stamp-making contractors , W ate r­
low and Sons, Ltd., of London, for any 
printings of stamps during that year and per­
haps as early as the last quarter of 1890. 
Surcharged provisionals were m ade in Monte­
video on su rplus stock of the valu es little 
used of the then current issue, and on re­
mainders of supplies of stamps from previous 
years. 

We may infer that the small size, providing 
more stamps for the same cos t in paper, may 
h ave been adopted in . order to economize. 
Perhaps th e lesser cost of engraving smaller 
dies may have been a factor. The designs 
seem to minimize hand-work in engraving 
th e dies , by providing a maximum area of 
machine-ruled lines. 

Official au th oriz a tion for the iss ue appea rs 
in a government notice of Jan. 8, 1892, 
C lea rly the stamps had previously been ap­
proved and ordered, since the first two of 
them went into use on March 9, 1892. The 
1c and 2c are repo rted as iss ued on that date . 
The 5c was issued April 19, 1892, but th e 
1oc only as late as D ecember 15, 1892. 
THE COLLECTORS CL UB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVlll, 
Despite the definite st atements in th e h and­
books, such cat alogs as give exact date stick 
to the January 8th date of public authoriza­
tion. 

Over some six yea rs, the present author h as 
been accu mul ating copies of this issue, prefer­
ably used and with date showing in the post­
mark, to es tablish dates of use of th e stamps 
and dating of perforations and color varie ties. 
The results have been to show that there is 
no sequence of time in th e perforations or 
such slight shad es as ex ist. This points 
towards the likelihood of only one printing 
havi ng been made. 

Publi shed listings, in handbooks and cata­
logs. save for the det ailed perforation report 
in Lee, oversimplify or ove rextend the fac ts. 
Senf and Yvert catal ogs with just "pe rf. 
15" say too little. The Scott catalog with 
" Perf. 120 to l 50 and compound" for the 
whole gro up of Waterlow-made iss ues, and 
Gibbons w ith " Perf. 12 to 14, single and 
compou nd" for thi s issue, strikingly overstate 
the range. 

From th e author's material and L ee's re­
porting, several facts emerge. 

First: The W aterlow perforating was done 
with a multiple line machine, using male and 
female meshing wheels, on this issue. Such 
items as the I c perf. I 4 on three sides and 
143/, on one side, pairs with no perf. between 
stamps, and th e like, are characteristic of 
thi s method of perforating and not appa rently 
ever known to be produced by other methods. 

Second: W aterlow used perfo rating wheels 
of varying spacing between teeth, simultane­
ously and apparently even inte rch angeably, for 
this issue. The set used for vertical perforat­
ing was not except accidentally of the same 
gauge as th at used for horizontal perforating. 
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Third : th e fo llow ing perfor ation va rieties 
have turned up o r a re reported by L ee: 

13 Yz on th e 2c ( fir st reported now ) 
14 on all fo ur valu es 
I 4Yz on all fo ur values ( reported by L ee on 

th e JOc bu t not ye t seen by th e present w riter ) 
I 5 on all four values 
I3 Yz x q on th e 2c ( first reported now); 

on th e 5c, I oc ( th ese two reported by L ee) 
r+ x r+ Yz on th e IC, 5c ( both first re­

ported now) 
I 4 x 13Yz on th e I c, 2c ( th ese t wo repor ted 

by L ee); on th e 5c (fi rst reported now) . 
I4Yz x 15 on th e I c ( reported by L ee, not 

seen by th e present w rite r as ye t ); on th e 
JOc ( fir st reported now). 

1 S x I4Yz on th e IC ( fir st reported now ) ; 
on th e 2c ( repo rted by L ee, not seen by th e 
present wr ite r as ye t ) 

I 5, bottom 14Yz , on th e IC (first repo rted 
now) 

I4, top 14Yz, on th e Ic (fi rst r eported now) 
q , right sid e q Yz , on th e 1c (fi rst reported 

now) 

P erf . 3 sid es only, gauge not ment ioned, on 
th e 5c ( r epo rted by L ee) and apparently not 
part of a pair imperf . between. 

P airs imperf . between a re kn own both 
vertical and horizontal on th e Ic, 2c and 5c. 
The present w riter 's horizontal pairs imperf. 
between of th e IC and 2c a re perf . I4. 

The sh ades a re so slight th at accu rate 
naming of th em is hardly prac ticable. The 2c 
varies th e most, tending to ca rmin e and to 
rose. 

The known printing varieties a re: double 
print of the JOc, and th e 1c, 2c, and IOc 
"printed on back." Pres um ably these las t 
a re really printed on both sid es of th e paper . 
L ee reports "se t-offs" on the I c, 2c and 5c ; 
it is not quite clea r just what he me ans by 
this. T entatively the present w riter t akes 
them to be copies show ing offsets on backs. 

The Jc shows an inte resting unreco rded die 
fl aw. Through the space betw een th e tw o 
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outer lines, a fa int scr atch run s, to th e r ight 
of th e upper edge of th e circle enclosing th e 
r ight numeral I , almost horizontally. This 
fl aw is present on eve ry copy thus far seen 
by th e present w r iter. H ence it is not a 
pl ate fl aw, but in th e die. 

Th e 5c shows a dot in th e white space 
above num eral 5 in th e lowe r label. This 
see ms to be constan t in posi tion. In th e light 
of our knowledge of th e technical skill of the 
W ate rlow fi r m in side rog raphy at this time, 
id entifica tion as a posi t ion dot is not un reason­
able-th ough by no means proved. 

T he 5c further shows a number of pla te 
fl aws. T hese a re : 

O uter fr ame line breaks near northwest 
and south west corners. 

A pro tru di ng l ine nea r so uth west co rner. 
A dot on th e nose of th e sun above 

lowe rmost numer al 5. 
A line, appa rently an unerased fr agment 
of a pl a te layo ut line, crossing th e space 
between th e two outer lines unde r numer al 
5 in th e lower label. 

These fou r a re not fo und on all copies 
of th e 5c. Study of further material may 
enable us to discover oth e rs, and to locate 
th ese on th e pl ate. 

T he st amps, according to th e h andbooks, 
we re printed in sheets of IOO, f rom only one 
pl ate fo r each value, of JOO subject s. No 
plate margin al markings h ave been r eported , 
nor seen by th e present w rite r. Str aight-ed ge 
ma rgin copies do not ex ist, unless th e " P erf. 
3 sid es only" copy of th e 5c previously re­
po rted is such an item and an error in manu­
fac ture. No rm ally a margin of S mm. o r 
more comes between outer line of perfs. and 
sheet margin on eve ry sid e. 

Die proofs, imperfora te, on pieces stated 
to be large enough to est ablish th at they a re 
single subj ects, a re known of th e Ic in orange 
and in g reen, of th e 2c in mauve and the 
adopted red, of th e 5c in blue and in green, of 
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the IOc in crimson and orange. We do not 
know if the sh ades or tints of the color s not 
so mentioned are the same as on th e iss ued 
stamps. The 5c in mauve is described as 
"violet" by one reporter. 

G rieber t and Lee report die proofs perfo­
rated. Griebert describes the items as the 
size of nine stamps, perforated to sepa rate all 
nine on inner lines but appa rently str aight­
edged on ou ter borders, with only the central 
subject space occup ied by a st amp design. Lee 
reports these as perf. only around th e center 
printed space, but with th e lines of perforation 
crossing or ex tend ed at th e corners of th e 
space so th at one or maybe two holes appear in 
each direction outsid e th e cross ing. As L ee's 
book is an actu al report of his coll ection, we 
are safe in t aking his description as co rrect­
unless both var iet ies exis t. These proofs a re 
in !Jink and in orange on th e Ic, in mauve and 
in pink on the 2c, in g reen and in blue on th e 
5c, and in crimson and in orange on th e 10c. 
As with all but one of th e imperf. die proofs, 
th e color s are not identified as id entical wi th 
th e issued stamps. 

No sure report of plate proofs has thus 
far been located . It is not impossible, from 
th e vagueness of wording in L ee, th at one or 
STEPHEN C. RICH , native son of 

M anh attan I sland, New York Ci ty, se rved 

th e Coll ectors Cl ub as Treasurer I930 to 

1934. H e is known for his book on Philately 

of th e Anglo-Boer War and for the recent 

book on U. S. Telegraph Stamps by Joseph 
S. Rich ( his fa th e r, also a former Treasurer 
of the Collectors C lub) and himse lf. For­
merly in educational wo rk, l ater in th e school-

book business, he is now a phila telic publisher. 
H e is a Ph.D. of New York University­
Since 1925 he has r es id ed in Verona, ew 
Jersey. 

Uruguay is a comparatively new field in his 
collecting, as he began on th at country as 
la tely as I94I. The southern African coun­
tries, and Pol and to 1870, a re his oldest and 
main collecting interests. Articles by him 
appea r in many stamp journals. 
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more of the three upper values among the 
imperf. die proofs may h ave been a plate proof. 
However, unidentifi ed proofs of the IC in 
olive and in g reen, th e 2c in deep orange, the 
5c in brown and the IOc in mauve, which are 
mentioned in th e small er handbooks, may be 
pla te proofs. 

The paper is not mentioned on any of the 
proofs. 

In typically U rugayan fashion, the small 
st amps were promptly discarded under the 
next administration. In the presidency of 
Ju an I. Bord a, in 1894, th e old designs of 1890 
went back into use with colors changed and 
new values added to th e set. The small IC 
was withdrawn from sale August I 5, 1894 
and the oth er values September 2, I894. (Lee 
is our source of information for this) 

Covers of this issue a re sca rce. L a te mail 
and r egistr ation cancell ations occur sparingly. 
The usual cancellings a re town ma rk struck 
on the stamp , and letter o r letter-and-numer al 
grid killers. Letter A in oval of angular dots 
is known on th e IOC. The la rge oval Colum­
bian Year commemora tive cancellation is 
known on the IC. 2c and .sc. The roe was not 
issued till af ter it had passed from use. 
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS 

of the Republic of China 

Cancella ti ons or " Chops" used w ide ly 

in Ch ina to mark important events 

such as fa irs, ho lidays and funerals. 

By H. H ERBERT JOH NSON 

(A Contribution of Th e C hina S tudy Gro up)* 
P
RIOR to 1944 C hin a was one of the 

wo rld's most conse rvative n ations in 
th e issu ance of commemor ative 

st amps. The few w hich d id appear were, 
for th e most part, to memori alize events of 
conside r able significance to th e C hinese peo­
ple. 

Beginning in th e early days of th e r epub­
l ic, a pr ac tice grew of prepa r ing special post­
marks, or "chops," to celebrate publicly events 
w hich we re rela tively of lesse r historic im­
portance, or, in certain cases, wh ere there 
w as insufficient time to prepa re a special 
st amp issue. W e use th e wo rd "postm ark" 
to identi fy th ese chops because th ey we re 
var iously used as cancell ations ( killers), 
post al dater s or cachets, o r commonly fo r all 
of these purposes simultaneously. A frequent 
prac tice was to cancel th e st amps w ith th e 
special chop, w hich w as then struck on the 
face or back of the cove r as a cachet, per­
mitting th e wo rds to be read more easily. 
It should be recalled th at th e typical utili­
t a ri an C hinese postm ark (Fig. A ), does 
double duty as kille r and dater. A lmost all 

*The Chin a Study Group of the New York Coll ectors 
Club has fo und that specia l postmarks of China pro­
v id e one of several fascinating areas for thei r atten­
tion. The present article is illustrated by some of 
the items in the coll ection of the w riter. Material 
and data were gathe red by va rious members of the 
Ch in a Stamp Society, Inc. , to w hom our thanks are 
due, ch iefly L t. Col. H . F . Bowker, D . G. Folts, 
E ll ery D enison, Wi ll iam R ankin and D r. Ll oyd S. 
R uland . 
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of the special postmarks were h andst amps, 
frequently carved in wood, so apstone or metal. 
Sometimes a hand electro was m ade from 
such carvings. 

While the usage of these commemor ative 

Figu re A. Typica l ordi nary Chi nese post­
mark , with town name at top in Ch inese, 
at bottom in English . Date and hour of 
post ing in central panel ; number of 
postal station inserted between town 
characte rs at top. 

cancell ations coincides w ith the life of the 
present C hinese R epublic, or since 1912, the 
idea is fi rmly rooted in C hinese custom and 
procedure. Eve ry Chinese of importance 
ow ns a small h and-carved stone chopping de­
vice wi th his signature wh ich is used for 
signi ng letters, documents and r eceipt forms 
for registered mail. T he impressions of these 
a re seen on v irtu ally every Chinese pa inting, 
scroll o r poem. C hinese let ter carriers affix 
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their personal chop to every piece of mail 
which they carry to or from the office (Fig. 
B). In the days of the Imperial Post, special 
chops or postmarks were used to identify 
covers which had been collected from letter­
boxes or substations and for various purposes, 
such as registry and postage due. Since 
stamps were commonly affixed to the back of 
letters, it was necessary for every piece of 
mail to be canceled by hand. It was only a 
step to providing the clerks with special 
daters for use on certain days of more than 
usual importance. 

'/ 
Figure 1. The first known commem­
orative chop, May 26, 1912. 

The commemorative postmarks of China 
differ from the commonplace "cachet" which 
has found widespread usage among philatelists 
in the United States and elsewhere, in that 
they are official , being applied in the post 
office and frequently being the only post­
mark affixed by the sending office on the date 
of use, replacing the conventional dater. 
Often, especially in the early days of the 
practice, no advance notice was given that any 
special postmark would be applied, hence 
many of the known chops saw but little phila­
telic usage. This is especially true of propa­
ganda chops, which , like our slogan cancella­
tions (e. g. "Mail Early for Christmas") 
usually are put into use w ithout fanfare. 
More recently it has been customary to issue 
special daters to temporary post offices set 
up in exhibition halls and similar places, as 
wi ll be clear from the following text. 

Without some knowledge of Chinese there 
may not be any sure way of distinguishing 
commemorative cancellations from other 
types of postal markings (Fig. A). Fre­
quently the former are of rather large size, 
ornamented with stars or plum blossoms often 
applied in colors such as green, violet or red, 
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and sometimes are of most unusual shape. 
Some differ only slightly from commonplace 
daters. In this article, no attempt is made 
to give a complete listing of the various 
known types, but merely to single out a few 
which will serve to illustrate some of the 
kinds of events for which special postmarks 
have been employed. 

A typical da te-stamp for ordinary mail is 
shown in Fig. A. At the top are two large 
characters which , from right to left, read 
"SHANGHAI." Between a re two smaller 
characters which designate the substation, in 
this case " r 3." In the center, between hori­
zontal rows of dots, are characters which 
give the date. Reading in vertical columns, 
starting from the right (the proper Chinese 
way) , the date is " 29th year (of the Repub­
lic), 9th month, 27th (day)." To the left 
of the vertical line is "II" (the hour). Since 
the Republic dates from 1911 , the yea r ac­
cording to our calendar is found by adding 
1911 to 29 or 19+0. 

For Famine Relief 

The earliest known commemorative dater 
is the one shown in Fig. I. In the spring of 
r912 a severe famine scourged northern China. 
In order to assist in raising funds for com­
batting it, leading citizens held a garden party 
in Shanghai. A Famine Relief Exhibition 
was opened in the famed Chang Soo Ho gar­
dens and a special post office was installed 

Figure 2 . The chop designed for the 
inauguration of President Hsu Shih­
chang. 

for the convenience of the VISltors. The 
scroll type cancellation was used on the first 
day, May 26, and was applied in violet color 
directly to the stamps, being most commonly 
seen on Scott No. 120. We have seen mint 
blocks canceled to order. On the second and 
third day a circular type, with rising sun, 
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Figure 3. Commones t chop, fo r the 
50th birthday of Chian g Kai-she k. 

was used , also in violet. I t may be identi ­
fied easily by th e da te in both E nglish and 
Chinese. H eads of rice fea t ure th e des ign of 
both types; fa ilure of th e rice supply was 
respo nsible fo r th e famine. Th ese two da ters 
not only se rved to commemor ate th e ga rden 
pa rty and exhibition but to serve also as 
propagand a fo r a wo rthy charity. 

National Holidays 
In addit ion to the purpose just illu str ated, 

comm emorati ve postm a rks have been em­
ployed on nat ional holid ays. I n 1918 a north­
ern milita ry clique secu red the election of 
TH E CO LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVlll
H su Shih-chang to th e pres id ency. President­
elect H su wanted the P ostal D epartment to 
issue a set of commemorative st amps for the 
occasion of his inaugur ation. H owever his 
election had not been a popula r one. The 
powe r of th e post office in Chin a was re­
vealed by th e fac t th at H su was denied the 
st amp issue w hich h e cherished and had to be 
content wi th a commemorative postmark, the 
first of a se ries devo ted to this purpose. The 
type shown in Fig. 2 was used in the largest 
c1t1es. T he colo r is violet . T he city of use 
appea rs in th e small circles to left and right. 
C harac ters about th e circle r ead "T o com­
memor ate th e in auguration of President 
H su," and th e date is given in th e center: 
"7 th year, 1o tl~ month , 10th day" ( O ctober 
IO, 1918) . 

P robably th e most fr equ ently met w ith of 
all comm emor ative cance ll ations of Chin a is 
th e one shown in Fig. 3. It was applied a t 
Canton, but simil a r ones we re used in all of 
th e princip al cities th roughout Chin a, usually 
in bl ack and often w ith r ather heavy circula r 
bord er. The purpose is indicated by the ch ar­
ac te rs about th e top, w hich r ead "Felicita ting 
Preside nt Chi ang on his 5oth birthd ay." The 
city of use appea rs at th e bottom. In the 
center is th e date in Chinese, "25th yea r, 10th 
month , 31st day," o r O ctober 31, 1936. In 
Mr. El l<!tey Denison 

Figure 4. The large oblong on the left 
is a postoffice chop to mark the state 

P. O. Box 37 

Hone Kong 

funeral of Hu Han-min , October 25 , 
1936. 
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS 
Canton, according to Ellery Denison, there 
were over twenty different hand-cut wood­
r,locks used to make the impressions. Wood-
1 1ocks were employed in other cities as well. 

State Funerals 

A typical Chinese ceremonial occasion of 
i~reatest pomp and solemnity is a state funeral 
Jield for a departed person of prominence. 
The state funeral may follow the actual fun­
eral by several weeks or even years. The 
chop shown in Fig. 4 (reduced in size) was 
applied in Canton on October 25 , 1936, for 
the state funeral of Hu Han-min. It mea­
sures roughly 1 x 30 inches and was used 
as cachet on covers mailed on that date in 
addition to the ordinary dater which was 
used for cancellation of the stamps. The 
characters are translated: "Follow Chairman 
Ru's will and fulfill the Three Principles of 
the Nationalistic Revolution." Hu was 
popular with the Cantonese, who strongly 
backed issuance of a commemorative stamp in 
his honor. However he was not popular 
with Chiang Kai-shek, whom he had opposed 
on several matters. Apparently the Canton­
ese faction had to use this cachet in lieu of the 
wanted stamp. 

Fairs 

The Chinese government has gone to con­
siderable trouble to bring to the people a 
greater awareness and pride in the products 
of their handicraft and industry, as well as 
to popularize movements for good roads, 

Figure 5. Chop for a handicrafts fair at 
Nan king. 
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Figure 6 . A dater shaped like a soccer 
ball , for a 1933 athletic meet. 

social reforms, etc. In this connection, pro­
vincial displays of handicraft, regional fairs 
and similar exhibitions have been organized 
and given widest publicity. Often a post 
otfice was established on the exhibition 
grounds for the duration of the fair and 
special daters were employed there. Fig. 5 
shows a circular cachet used on mail dis­
patched in N anking during late May of 1937. 
Undated, it advertises in antique characters a 
forthcoming Handicraft Products Exhibition. 
On covers with this mark regular dater 
stamps were used in addition. This exhibi­
tion was held in N anking during the month 
of June, 1937, for all of which time the 
temporary post office in the exhibition hall 
used a canceller with similar wording but in 
mcdern characters, with date, in Chinese, in 
the center of the circle. Quite a few other 
fairs have rather similar date stamps. The 
most distinctive was a sq.bare cancellation, 
fashioned in an ancient key design , used at the 
West Lake Exhibition, Hangchow, June 6, 
1929. 

Athletic Events 

National athletic meets and annual Boy 
Scout encampments have furnished another 
series of interesting and distinctive commem­
orative postmarks. Perhaps the most novel 
is the one shown in Fig. 6, in which the can­
cellation is made to resemble a soccer foot­
ball. Along with basketball, soccer has been 
a very popular sport in modern China, where 
it takes the place of baseball in public esteem. 
The postmark depicted was used for the 
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS 
Figure 7. Dater for a 1948 philatelic 
exhibition at Shanghai. 

National Athletic Meet held a t N anking on 
O ctober IO, I933· This date is of signifi­
cance, since it is the birthdate of the repub­
lic and is celebrated in China with th e same 
gusto which greets th e Fourth of July in the 
U nited States, or B as tille Day in France. 
The triple ten in th e date (10th month , 10th 
day, 10th hour) is especially esteemed . This 
cachet, used also as a cancellation, was ap­
plied in bl ack. 

In connection w ith th e Second National 
Inspection of the Chinese Boy Scouts, a rect­
angu lar cachet in violet, featuring a bat and 

Figure 8. Later cancellation used for 
re-opening of the exhibition noted in 
Figure 7. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV III, 
a dove with letter in its beak was used , as 
explained by its lengthy inscription, "in com­
memoration of the F irst Regiment of Deaf­
mute Chinese Boy Scouts participating in the 
Second National Inspection ." It measures 
2Ys xi y,\ inches and was used as a cachet, 
being applied in add ition to a special dater 
used fo r th e Second Inspection (or Jamboree, 
as we would say) . The latter is recognized 
by a tiny trefoil Scout emblem at th e bottom 
of the ci rcl e, with "NA N KI NG" and the 
date, October 3 to 11 , I936, in C hin ese, just 
above. 

Figure 9 . " First Anniversary of the 
restoration of Government in the Capi­
to l ( Nank ing )" 

Figure 9A. Design of the stamp issued 
for the same event. 
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS 
Figure 10. Postoffice dater for the first 
C. N. A. Shanghai-San Franci sco flight 
in 1947. 

Philatelic Exhibitions 

Several phil a telic exhibitions have had 
temporary post offices in st alled and these 
have used special cancellations. Recent ex­
amples have just come to h and . On March 
20th, 1948, th e Ministry of Communications, 
Directorate General of Posts, sponsored a 
st amp exhibition in N anking. The exhibi­
tion was open until th e end of th e month. 
On the first day a wooden chop was used. 
The design was a single heavy circle, I~ 
inches wide, enclosing a floral wreath. The 
inscription at the top r eads " R emember Postal 
D ay." At the bottom is an envelope, over 
which appears th e name of the ci ty of use. 
In two lines of Chinese characters, center, is 
a legend: "Philatelic Exhibition-37th year , 
3rd month , 20th day." 

A similar dater was used in Shanghai (Fig. 
7) and possibly in other la rge ci ties to pub­
licise th e event. For thi s exhibition a special 
postage stamp of very novel design was pre­
pared, a $so,ooo dull rose, oblong, on which 
a re depicted facsimiles of two earli er Chinese 
commemorative stamps, the $soo fiftieth anni­
versary of the post and the 10c of the 1912 
issue in commemoration of th e revolution. 
This novelty, which seems to have been in­
spired by the U. S. "Cipex" miniature sheet, 
was issued perforated and imperforate. Sale 
was limited to 10 of the former and 4 of the 
latter to each person. The insc ription reads 
134 THE CO
"Comm emorate th e P ost Office Day-Post­
age Stamp Exhibition." 

On May 19th the stamp exhibitio n reopened 
in Shanghai and the s ~1me commemo ra tive 
stamp was reissued in dull green color. For 
this even t the special dater shown in Fig. ~. 
was used. 

With th e exception of the last, pos tal mark­
ings described earlier in thi s article were 
used in lieu of special stamp issues . How­
ever, a customa ry practice in recent yea rs 
has been to prepare com memorative cance ll a­
tions to use in conn ecti on with the firs t day 
sa le of comme morative stamps. An excel­
lent in stance is shown in Fig. 9. This is a 
first day chop fo r the "First Anniversary of 
th e R esto ration of Government in the Capi­
tol" ( i.e., Nanking), as explai ned by the 
characte r s at th e top . Below is the citv of 
use (S hanghai, on the one illu str ated). be­
tween conven tionali zed plum blossoms. The 

-

Figure B. Chop of Chinese letter-car­
rier, applied on cover with same cachet 
as in Fig . 6. Below it, chop enlarged. 
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C O MMEM OR AT IV E POSTMAR K S 
plum or fl owe r ing prune (sometimes mis­
called " hawthorn e" by dealers in ceramics) 
is th e nati onal fl owe r of th e R epublic. In the 
center is th e date, M ay 5, I947, in C hin ese . 
In Fig. 9A is shown th e design of th e st amp 
w hich comm emor ates th e same event. First 
day covers wi th this issue we re chopped w ith 
th e cancell ation shown in F ig. 9 . 

Like th e wes te rn countr ies, C hin a h as of ten 
used distinctive postm arks on important fi rst 
flights of mail-ca rryin g planes. In fac t , 
C hin a has been a leading na tion in pionee r­
ing airmail. Many of th e hi sto ric fl ights were 
desc ribed in some detail in the se ri al a rticle 
"The Chin ese Air P ost r920- I935" by J ames 
Starr and Samuel J. Mills concl uded in Th e 
Collect ors Club Philatelist in the O ctober , 
r936, issue. Since th a t tim e more hi sto ry 
has been w ritten in th e a ir ove r the F ar 
East . 

A particul arly significant event w as the 
opening of t rans-oceanic air m ail and passen­
ge r service to the U nited States by the Chin a 
Na tional Avia tion Co rporation. Mail ca r­
ried on th e fi rst C hinese-owned airpl ane to 
land in America r eceived th e la rge official 
cachet shown in F ig. IO. In violet color , it 
fea tured th e fl ags of th e two countries . The 
fli ght st a rted in Sh angh ai on O ctober 6, I947 
and th e pl ane r eached San F r ancisco on O ct. 
7th . R egistered mail w ith th is cachet r eached 
New Y ork (S ignificantly th e birthda te of th e 
R epublic of C hin a) on O ctober IO. 

Whil e much more could be w ritten, enough 
h as been said to demonstr ate anew th at one 
of the most interes t ing ph ases of phila tely 
lies not in th e st amps alone but in the usage 
of mai l as r evealed by th e cove rs. E specially 
is this true in th e case of Chin a. 

H'. HERBERT JOHNSON , a college pro­

fe ssor, g r aphically illustrates the cath olic 

t as tes of st amp collectors. His interes ts in 

China a re par amount, ye t his Georgi a pre­

cancels have won him several award s. H e 

was Editor-in-Chief of the C hin a Clipper for 
ten years, and edits th e G eorgia section of the 
Hoo ver Precan cel C atalogue. Outside of 
philately, hi s w eakness is photography. His 
interest in things Chinese was a roused w hile 
TH E COLLECTORS CL U B PHILATELIST, VOL . XX Vlll , 
se rving as guest in structo r at Soochow U ni­
versity in r925 and r926, having been sent to 
Ch ina by th e Chin a M edical Board. While 
th ere, unfortun ately, he had no interes t in 
phil at ely- something th at developed about IS 
year s ago, but he h as rapidly made up fo r 
los t time. 

A Footnote to Mr. Livingston's Article 

(Vo l. XXVIII No. I P ages 37-60) 

T he late G er a rd G ilbert did a g reat deal 

of wo rk on th e pl atin g of the Dowage r issues, 

and it is one of th e lasting r eg rets of C hin ese 

phil a tely th a t he died before he could pub­

lish hi s concl usions on th e st a tes of the 

va rious D owager stones. His materi al and 

his note-books seem now to be scattered to 

th e w ind s, and it is not possible to recon­
struct his th eori es. H e once pointed out to 
me, howeve r, th at in a la rge bl ock of the 
black proofs of th e I cand arin w hich he w as 
stu dy ing, he had fou nd that th e spacing and 
th e des ign generally w as identical w ith th e 
fini shed st amps, but th at the proofs, und er 
magni fica ti on, appea red, inexplicably, to be 
printed by lette r-press r ath er th an lithogra­
phy. R ecently I acquired a block of six of 
th e bl ack proof of th e 9 candarin, and th ere 
is no do ubt th at th e st amps are at once id enti­
cal w ith th e layout of th e lithographic pl ate , 
and th at th ey a re printed from letter-press 
origin als. 

I think th e conclusion must be th at these 
bl ack proofs, and perh aps all th e bl ack proofs 
in th e size of the issued st amps, and except­
ing th e so-call ed rese rve plates, are from 
th e J apanese stereotypes . They w ere prob­
ably made by th e J apanese, and accompanied 
th e stereos to Sh anghai as record proofs. 
Th ere a re a great many se ts in existence, and 
blocks of four and even larger pieces some­
tim es turn up, but I have yet to see full 
panes, and to le a rn wh eth er the J apanese 
ste reos of the 9 cand arin a re without a tete­
beche cl iche and w ere in fact t ampered with 
by de Villard in th e way so convincingly 
desc ribed by Mr. Livings ton. 

MALCOLM JOH N SON 
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FORMOS A 

Forged "Naval College" Covers 

By J. N. WONG 
With the increasing interest in Formosan 
issues, this cover is bound to re-appear from 
time to time. The writer paid $10.00 for his 
experience with this cover, which of course, 
is worth nothing. To the experienced col­
lector of far-eastern issues, the flaws are 
obvious, but the ordinary or general col­
lector, I believe, should be warned of this 

rare cover. I have seen the same type of 
cover in several collections but I have never 
seen the stamp separately either in used or 
unused condition. The genuine stamp is 
fairly common in mint condition and may be 
found in sheets of five. 

In analyzing the forgery, let us first take 
the cover. This is the usual Chinese wove 
paper cover with a red woodblock print of 
Chinese characters and pomegranates. The 
envelope at le ast appears genuine. Needless 
to say, this forgery is a typical Japanese port­
city product made to accommodate tourists. 
The Chinese characters on both the cover and 
the stamp are in the typical Japanese strok­
ing. The complicated Chinese literary style 
tripped the forger as the last two characters 
in the recipient or address column, "shou 
chi," would certainly not be used when re­
ferring to an official. The red Shanghai 
transit chop is interesting as it shows the 
existence of a forged chop. 

In analyzing the stamp, the flaws are even 
more obvious. The paper is entirely differ­
ent from the genuine. It is thin, dark, and 
glossy while the genuine is the typical Chinese 
wove paper, thick, light and absorbent. The 
ink used in the forgery is an intense even 
black, while the genuine is an uneven gray­
black. 

The stamp is printed from a Japanese 
woodblock as evidenced by the character 
THE CO
Wong : Formosa 

The "Naval College" forgery. If genu­
ine it would be rare and highly desirable. 
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FORMOSA 
"chien" on th e lowe r right hand co rner. The 
characters "T ai · W an Yu Piao" ac ross th e 
top a re much better cut ( in Japanese style) 
th an the genuine. In fillin g in the spaces, 
th e forge r h as made th e mist ake of using 
th e character " lo" instead of " shan" to cor­
respond wi th th e control letter a t the top. 
T he cha racter " lo" is w ritten m J apanese 
style. 

Note how th e three dots are all centered. 
T he usual Chinese style is to have th e left 
do t extending to th e left , th e middle dot 
cente red and th e right do t ex tending to th e 
right in orde r to achieve a proportion and 
balance (as in art ). The character s "T ai 
W an F u" also a re typical J apanese st roking. 
T hose in possess ion of used cop ies can note 
the d ifferences in st roking. T he date also 
seems to be a giveaway. 

The 21st yea r of K uang H su ( 1895) No­
vembe r 18th is exactly one month after th e 
complete J apanese occupation of the island 
and fo ur month s afte r th e las t known date 1 

of th is st amp. In this interval, the Ta Ching 
Gove rnment, w hich issued and used th ese 
s tamps, had w ithd rawn and the Black F lag 
revolutionaries held sway and h ad their own 
stamp issues. In closing, may I sugges t that 
owners of these fo rge ries so mark th em m 
order th a t "griffins" w ill not be caught. 
1 Note: Pa rsons reports the fo llowing dates: 

K uang H su 2 1-2 / 26 (1895) 
K uang H su 3/1 9 
Kuang H su 7 / 17 

JAMES N. WONG, P rofessor of Busi­
ness Ad min istr ation of th e C ity College of 
New Y ork, has been collecting st amps fo r 
about twenty yea rs. H e specializes in the 
stamps of C hin a, is particul a rly interes ted in 
th e "Chin a C ustoms P ost" branch. H e cur­
rently holds th e position of V ice President of 
th e New Y ork Chapte r of th e Chin a Stamp 
Society. Th is is th e first phil atelic w riting, 
and if t ime pe rmits, he hopes to contribute 
fur ther stu dies. 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV I II, 
CORRECTION 
On page 57 of th e O ctober 1948 Collector s 

Club Phil atelist (Vol. X XVII No. 4 ), an 
a rticle entitl ed "The 25 th Anniversary of the 
H a rd ing Stamp" was published und er the 
auth orship of Sol G lass and embodied in his 
section of "U. S. Stamps of the 20th Century." 

W e now lea rn f rom M r. G lass th a t this 
was not of his auth orship 'and due credit for 
"The 25 th Anniversary of th e H arding 
Stamp" should be acco rded th e proper author , 
HOWAR'D LEDERER. 
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A Historical Catalog of 

u. s. Stamp Essays and Proofs 

By CLARENCE W . B RAZER 

THE ENGRAVING COMPANIES AND THEIR 
DESIGNERS & ENGRAVERS 

James Duthie 

lames Duthie, Pictori al Engraver ( 1825 ?- 1865 ?) 

See C. C. P . J anu ary 1939, p. 46, 47. 

H e was listed as an engraver in th e 1846 Albany, N . Y. Directory. 

From 1849 to 1850 he was a partner of th e fir m of Gavit & Duthie, of Albany, N. Y. 
th at engraved many portraits and landscapes for th e magazines. 

H e was th e first v ignette engraver employed by the Bureau in l 862 and then engraved 
the "Landing of Columbus" and "Embarkat ion of the Pilgrims" essayed for $1.00 and 
$2.00 second issue of U. S. Legal Tender notes, but not issued. By April 30, 1864 he was 
Superintendent of th e Artist's R oom, of the Bureau of Eng raving and Printing. 

Among the engravings attributed to him are-

Landing of Columbus, for the Bureau of E ngraving and Printing. 

Embarkation of th e Pilg rim s, for th e Bureau of Engr av ing and Printing. 

U. S. F lags incl ined 30° as suppo rters for a vignette, 3 to lef t wi th sextant and 

3 to right with naval cannon s and drums. 

Joseph Prospe r Om·dan 

Jos eph Pr osper Ourdan, Portrait and Pictorial Engraver ( r 828-1881) 

See C. C . P . July 1940, p. 168. 

In 1863 he engraved for th e Bureau its first portr ai t of George W ashington, which 
was used on th e second issue of Fractional Currency. H e also engraved many other por­
traits for th e Bureau until about 1867 when he returned to the National Bank Note Co. in 
New York. 

Among his vignettes were-
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u. S. E N G R A v E R s 0 F B A N K N 0 T E s & s T A M p s 
FOR NATIONAL BANK NOTE CO . 

U nited States P ostage Stamps 

1861-3 cents-Washington 
1863-2 cents-J ackson 
1870-3 cents-Washington 

6 cents-Lincoln 
7 cents-Stanton 

30 cents-Hamilton 

H awai i Postage Stamps 

186+-18 cents-Kekuanaoa 

OTHER ENGRAV INGS 

Washington head fac ing right in oval r ~ x 
1 Yz inches. Also exists with scroll s, 
spray and horizontal ribbon. 

Liberty standi ng (See E. P. J ournal No. 15, 
p. 179). 

Harvesting Corn; man, boy, wagon in dis­
t ance . 

Girl with dark cu rly ha ir , round face, faci ng 
lef t. 

FOR BUREAU OF ENGRAVING & PRINTING 

Columbus, Discovery of Land , Die 566, used 
on U. S. currency. 

A llegorical 

Agricultu re on top of ston e pedestal. 

Science 

Indi an wa rrio r seated on Mex ican stone 
monument, after drawing by N ehlig. 

P or traits 

Wm. Bird, of Buffalo, N. Y. 
Egbert Syburts 

John A. O'Neill 

J ohn A. O'Ne ill, P ortr ai t and Historical Engraver (18+0?-1890?) was born in New J er­
sey and as an engraver worked chiefl y in New York where he was at 566 Broadway in 
1864. H e was Mayor of Hoboken, N. J. in 1876 and was appointed Superintendent of 
the Engraving Division of th e Bureau of E ng raving and Printing on April 28, 1885, serv­
ing until December 16, 1889. 

George \Vas hington Casilear 

George ff/ ashington Casi/ear-Designer and P ortrait Engraver ( 1825-1912). 
The neph ew of J ohn W . Casilea r (Engrave r and Artist) and son of hi s brother 

F rancis Casilear (also an engr aver) was born in New York City in 1825 and d ied in 
Charlottesvi lle, Virgini a in 1912. In 18+9 he wen t to Californ ia by way of Cape Horn 
but found no gold . After hi s return to New Yo rk he engraved large plates from sketches 
of San F r ancisco and Sacramento. H e probably began engraving w ith Toppan, Carpenter , 
Casilear & Co. in Phil adelphi a of w hich hi s uncle John W. was th e member from J an. I , 

1850 to October 1854. F. A. Casilear was with Draper, Toppan & Co., N . Y. , in 1844. 
He was called to th e new Currency Bureau in Washington, D. C . on December 1, r862 as 
Assistant of Model Designing. In December 1864 he was C ustodian and he served some­
time as Acting Superintendent of Engraving between 1869 and l 877 and on December 16, 
1889 was appo inted Superintend ent of th e Engraving Division. Except for a brief inter­
mission during the democratic ad minist r ation of Presid ent C leveland , he held this position 
until he retired, October 30, 1893, after 31 yea r s in th e Burea u. A long vacation was then 
spent in so uth ern France. 

H e patented th e sys tem of numbering and letteri ng and the silk thread paper used on 
U. S. currency notes. He also patentee! th e following (June 21, r 870) an Improved Print­
ing Ink solubl e o r fugitive by chemicals used to remove cancellations; (August 31, 1875) 
a Safety P ape r embedded w ith a woven fabr ic; (Septembe r 21, 1875) an improvement 
to th e above by roulette cuttings; (A ugust 7, r 877) Hard Metal Movable Types pro­
duced as plates in engraving by transfer rolls and routing. 

At the P ar is Exposition of 1878, he was awarded a silver med al for Superior Excel­
lence in Engraving.7 

7 By courtesy of I sabel Casi lear Green. 
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G eorge W . C asilea r h ad a prac tically complete collection of proofs of all U. S. R eve­
nue , Private Proprieta ry, Bee r and T ax P a id st amps produced by all the engraving fi rms 
during his service at the Bureau, including ess ays and th e $ 5 ,000. proofs. It w as given by 
a descend ant to a st amp collecto r wh o so ld it to th e Scott Stamp & Coin Co. about 1935 
when th e author h ad th e pleasure of dispersing it. 

Thomas F . ~'lonis R 

Tho mas F . Morris-Designer, (1852-1898) was bo rn in New Y ork C ity on September 2, 
1852, and educated in th e public schools of th a t C ity. On April 20, 1869, at th e age of 16 
year s, he became associa ted with th e Amer ican Bank No te Comp any as an apprentice in 
the D esigning D epartment. His ability fo r th e creation of artist ic des igns of this cl ass of 
w ork manifes ted itself ea rly in his w ork w ith th e bank note busi ness, and und er th e tute­
lage of J ames P a rsons Major and Willi am M ain Smillie (geniuses of th e bank note busi­
ness ) became w ithin a few yea rs one of th e outst anding men of hi s profession . Within th e 
short space of IO yea rs ( 1879 ) he w as appointed head of th e D esigning D epartment of 
th a t comp any. 

During th e foll ow ing 9 yea rs w ith the American he did conside r able wo rk and was 
responsible for th e crea tion of th e designs for many st amps, bank notes, bond s, etc., pro­
duced by th em. On J anu ary 3, 1888 he became Super intendent of the H omer L ee B ank 
N ote Co. (l ater abso rbed by th e Am erican) and w as with th em w hen, in 1893 , he w as 
called to W ashington by Secret a ry of th e Treasury Ca rl is le and appo inted (Nov. 1, 1893) 
Chief of th e Engraving Division, Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It was at this time 
the Government was consid e ring designs for new currency. While a t the Burea u he had 
most to do with th e inception and production of th e 1894 and 1895 stamp issues and the 
1896 Silve r Currency Ce rtificates produced a t th at t ime. H e bro ught from th e H omer 
Lee C o. to th e Bureau, G . Fred C . Smillie, a genius in th e engraving of bank note vignettes 
and H a rry Chor! ton , a lso a vignette engrave r. Mr. l\rlorri s retired July 1, 1897. 
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M r. M orri s's caree r was cut short by his untimely death in J anu ary 1898 at Brook­
lyn, r. Y ., at th e age of 45 yea rs. O utside of his chosen fi eld he did consid erable work in 
landscape painting both in oil and water color s. H e was perh aps th e fas tes t designer of 
scrip lettering in th e country. 

A mong the U . S. st amps which he designed a re: 

Braz il I878 issue of P os tage Stamps 

Salv ador-I 887 3c P ostage Stamp 

FOR T HE AME RICAN BANK N OTE CO. 

I894 E ntire iss ue of P ost age, Special D e-
livery and P ostage Due Stamps 

I 894-97 P ostal Ca rd s 
I89.J.- 2 cents Play ing Ca rd R evenue 

Stamp 
I895--Entire I ssue of ewspaper 

U nited States 

1882- 5 cents P ostage 

1883- 4 cents P ostage 

1885- 10 cents Special Delivery 

1886- 2 cents L ette r Sheet 

Stamps I 887- I cent P ostage 

Among the U . S. bank notes which he des igned and embelli shed a re : 

I896-Silve r ce rti fica tes L OO, 2.00, 5.00. 

Thomas J. Sullivan 
Th omas ] . S ulliv an, Directo r. 

H e entered th e service of the Bureau in D ecember 1869 as a clerk of Class I a t 
$ 1,200 per yea r and w as promoted through each successive grad e until he became Acting 
Directo r on May I 1, 1900. He continued in th e Bureau under Director Willi am M. 
M ered ith fro m N ov. 24, I900 wh en he was appointed Directo r of th e Bureau on July 1, 
1906. This position he held until M ay 4, 1908 completing 39 yea r s in th e Bureau . 

Charles l{. Burt 

C ha,./es K. Burt, P ortra it and Vignette Engraver ( I823-1892) w as born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland on November 8, 1822, and died in Brooklyn, N . Y. , M a rch 25, 1892. At the age 
of twelve he became a pupil of W . H olme Lizars, Engraver in Edinburgh where he was 
engaged princip ally on pl a tes for Sir Wm. J ardine's N atur al Histo ry. H e came to N ew 
Y ork in I 836 where he was employed by A. L. Dick for about fo ur years. The engraving 
of "The L as t Supper" afte r L eonard o D a Vinci, w hich bears the name of A . L. Dick, was 
(acco rding to Burt ) executed entirely by Burt and required three years and nine months 
of th e time he was w ith A . L. Dick.0 

A f ter I850 Mr. Burt was engaged on portr ai ts and vignettes fo r bank note work. 
In 1857 he was with R awd on, Wright, H atch & Edson, and in 1863 with th e American 
B ank Note Co. H e also engraved th e portrait of W . H . M erritt for th e British Ameri­
can B ank Note Co. (No. 26) of Montreal & Ottawa, and fo r th e las t few years prior to 
1875 had been princip al die eng raver for th e U. S. government. 

H e engraved th e F r anklin and W ashington heads on th e 1875 5 cents and IO cents 
st amp reproductions of the 18.J.7 issue fo r th e Burea u of E ngraving and Printing. · L a ter 
he w as a fr ee lance engraver for New Y ork bank note engravers. 

H e also engraved th e small ci rcul a r W ashington head used fo r the I88I IOC st amp 
essay (209E-c) by th e American Bank N ote Co. and th e Argentine r877 Sc Rivad avia. 

A mo ng his larger engravings are-
Sir W alter R aleigh P arting With His Wi fe ( r846 ) after the painting by E. Leutze. 
Signing of th e D eath W arr ant of L ady J ane G rey ( r848 ) after D . Huntington. 
Ann P age, Slender and H ollow, ( r 850 ) as painted by C. R . L esli e. 
The Ca rd Pl aye rs ( 1850) painted by R. C. W oodville. 
Bargaining fo r a H orse ( r85 1) as pa inted by W . S. M ount. 

8 Biography w ritten by h is son Thos. F . M orri s. T933. 
9 "America n Engravers and Other Wo rk s" by W. S. Baker, 187 5. 
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P ortrait v ign ettes for banknotes­

Rowland Hill , bust fac ing to th e right. 

Hugh Allen , Esq. 

Victor Emanuel, King of Italy, with dark beard and moustache. 

F. E. Spinner, Treas. of th e U. S. as used on Fractional Currency. 

Female head on 1863 IOc Fractional Currency for A. B. N. Co. 

Presid ent Buchanan in upright oval. 

Hugh Mc Culloch 

Gen. Bern a rdo O 'Higgins 

Senator Fessenden 

Alexand er H amilton. 1869. Used on $20 Legal Tender Notes, Fourth I ss ue, Series of 1869, 
187+, 1875, 1878, 1880. 

Abr aham Lincoln. 1869. Used on $100 Legal T ender Notes, Fourth I ssue, Series of 1869 
to l 880 as above . Also on 1934 Silver Ce rtificate $3.00. 

Willi am M. Meredith. 1873 . Used on l Oc Fractional Currency, Fifth I ssue, 1874-1876. 

Robert J. W alker. 1873. Used on 25c Fractional Currency, as above. 

Marth a Washington. l 87 5. Used on $ 1 Silver Certificates, Second I ss ue, Series of 1886, 
1891. Also on reve rse of $1 Silver Certificate, Third I ssue, Series of 1896. (Die 
2165). 

G ener al McPherson. 1878. Used on $2 Treasury No tes, Series of 1890, 189r. 

Robert Fulton. 1872. Used on reve rse of $2 Silver Certificate, Third I ssue, Series of 1896. 

"Justice." Used on 5oc Fractional Currency, Third I ssue, 1864-1869. 

"Conco rdi a. " Used on $ 1 Nation al Currency ( 1 ation al B ank 
Period. 

Allegorical female v ign ettes-
America with fl ag, shield and eagle, ( fl ags taff 5" long) . 

ates), First Charter 

Group of standing and seated females, after drawing by J. H. Thomas, (American B ank 
Nate Co. 290. 

Columbia spea ring a dragon . A. B. N. Co. 312. 
Let There Be Light, on sash of female floating in U. S. flag with torch in right a rm. 
Pro Patria, A. B. N. Co. 280. 
Liberty and Union, female with anchor and lictors, U. S. flag behind , l ;Vs x 2f.4 inches 

arched top. 

Historical and landscape vignettes-

Baptism of Pocahontas for A. B. N. Co. 
Landing of Pilgrims, after painting by Weis. 
First Land , olumbus on ship with priest and two sailors in foreground. 
Columbus, with collar and seated female Indian , Arms of Spain, A. B. N . Co. 772. 
U nion Soldier's Farewell to wife, son and father, gun on shoulder, outdoors. 
Cottonfield , for Rawdon , Wright, Hatch & Edson , 1857. 
Corral, small. 
Fundator Del Banco. 
Gaucho wi th guitar. 
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Cabinet portraits for Bureau of Engraving and P1·i11t i11g-

S. P . Chase, Secretary of the Treasury in Major General Mansfield. 
186r. General Dix in dark oval w ith sp r ays. 

Thomas J effe rson, la rge oval with sprays. Robert Fulton in dark oval w ith sprays, No. 
Marti n Van Buren. 1535· 
W. H. H arrison. J oh n Tyler. 
Millard F ilmore. Ca rl Shurz. 
Andrew Johnson. George S. Houston . 
J ames A. Garfield fac ing lef t. Commander B ainbridge, No. 2838. 
Morrison R . W aite, Chief Justice. 

Fo r Reference see 

Print R oom, N . Y. Public Library. 

Charles Bur t ; B ank No te E ng rave r, by Thomas H. Thomas. The Print Connoisseur, 
Vol. 4, No. 2, pp. 114-1 29, 1924. 

Catalogue / of / Line E ngravings, / Etchings and Original Drawings / By / Charles 
Burt, Dec'd. / The Property of His Estate / Edited by His D aughter , / Alice Burt, / 
217 Carl ton Avenue, Brooklyn / April , 1893. 

Joseph J<J . Ralph 

Jo seph E. Ralph, Director. 
In his ea rly years J oseph R alph was a strong steel puddler for th e Carnegie Steel 

W orks ne ar Chicago in th e plant depicted on th e 1912 Parcel Post 25c stamp and on the 
10.00 greenback currency. In 1893 he was employed with the C hicago World's Fair Com­
mission showing guests about th e Exposition. In th at capaci ty he met Congressman Joe 
Cannon, late r Speaker of th e H ouse of Representatives who took a liking to Mr. Ralph 
and after th e Fair closed ob tained for him the position of Custodian of Dies, Rolls and 
Plates, in the Engraving Division of the B. E. Bureau of Engraving and Printing. From 
this position he was advanced and on May 11 , 1908 was appointed Director of the Bureau 
which he held until O ctobe r 31, 19+7 .3 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT EL IST, VOL. XXVlll , NO. 2 143 



u. s. E N G R A v E R s 0 F B A N K N 0 T E s & s T A M p s 
Mr. R alph kep t a collection of most of the approved essays and proofs sent him by 
the P ost O ffi ce D epartment to be fo llowed in prod ucing th e st amps. Shortly after his 
retirement he sold this collect ion to th e old T ass au Stamp Co. of New York, w hich dis­
persed it ove r th e years to collectors. Most of the model essays, many w ith official approv­
als for st amps and postal ca rd s, and pa rticul arly the unique Special D elive ry and P arcel 
P ost essays, produced by th e Burea u during th e pe riod of his directorshi p came from this 
coll ection. H e also had a book of la rge die proofs of th ese postage issues and complete 
sheets of 1894 ca rdboa rd proofs of the 1c, 2c, 6c, 2.00, 5.00 postage and th e 2c postage due. 
The 1908 to 19 17 postage essays and tri al color die proofs , including those st amp size on 
colored papers, now in many collections, came from this most interes ting lot . 

~f2/~;4 
~ ,, :::>-

Alfred Sea ley 

A l fr ed S ealey, port rait engrave r , ( - 1862 ) 
H e was engraving in Phil adelphi a in 1856 and some of his signed wo rk da tes from 

1845. In 1860 he engraved some illustr ations fo r Cooper 's novel s signed " Sealey & Smith , 
Sculpt." H e died in Canada about 1862.10 

However he is credited by G . F . C. Smillie w ith having engraved fo r th e Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing (which would date hi s li fe longe r ) the vignette po rtr ait of J ames 
M adison in a dark oval with sc rolls, and th e por trait of Andrew J ackson. H e is also 
credited by F red Smillie w ith engraving th e following vignettes-
F r anklin in sm all circle used on th e Am erican B ank Note Co. 188 1 10 cents st amp essay 

(209 E-B ) . 
Queen Victoria from Winterh alte r portrait 1859, in oval 1y,( x i Y, inches surrounded wi th 

garter and fl owe rs. Indicates engraving in Canada. 
Paul Reve re in da rk oval w ith sprays of lili es. 
Richard Y ates, G ov. of Il linois, in oval, st a rs and sc rolls. 
Edwa rd Eve rett , in oval w ith scroll s. 
J ames M . R ay. 
Eric, w ith sable coll a r and crown. 
W akefield , portr ait . 
Eugenie, wea ring la rge white hat , in oval w ith scrolls. 
H abana, sea ted fem ale, harbor to lef t and city to r ight. 
F emale fi gure w ith a fan. 

Vignett es on U . S . bankno tes-
G eo rge W ashington. Signed. Used on $ 1 L egal T end er Notes, Fourth I ss ue, Se ries of 

1869, 1874, 1875, 1878, 1880, 1907, 19 17 , 1923. Al so on $20 Gold Ce rti fica tes, Se ries 
of 1905, 1906, 1907. 

D aniel W ebster. Signed. Used on $20 L egal T end er Notes, Fourth I ssue, Series of 1869 
to 1923 as above. Also on Distilled Sp irits Stamps (T ax P aid), Se ri es of 1878, and 
later. 

H enry C lay. Signed. Used on $so L egal T end er Notes, Fourth I ss ue, Series of 1869 
only. Al so on C igar Stamps (Tax P aid), Series of 1878, and later. 

J am es M adison. Signed. Used on $3000 Legal T end er Notes., Se ries of 1878. Also on 
$3000 Gold Certificates, Second I ssue, Se ries of 1870, 1871 ; Fourth I ssue, 1882 ; F ifth 
I ssue, Se ries of 1888. 

Z achary T aylor. Signed. Used on Distille ry W arehouse Stamp ( Internal R evenue), Se ries 
of I 878. 

"Columbi a." Signed. Used on Export Tobacco Stamp ( Intern al Revenue) , I872 , F irst 
Se ries. 

10 American Engravers U pon Copper and Steel by D avid McNeely Stauffer , 1907. 
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U. S. STAMPED ENVELOPES 
ALL UNUSED EITHER ENTIRE OR CUT SQUARE 

The better grade envelopes are considerably scarcer than 
most collectors realize. We have just purchased an accumu­
lation in very fine condition, and many of those offered here­
with we haven't had in stock for years . If already interested, 
or you would like to start , write for a free copy of our complete 
list . 

Unused Unused Unused 
Entire Out Entire Cut Entire Cut 

#Ul l ...... 10.00 6.50 #U108 ..... 10.00 9.00 #U320 6.5 0 
U12 ...... 6.00 5.50 U 12 8 5.00 U336 3.2 5 2.50 
Ul4 ...... 17.50 16 .00 U 1 32 5.50 5.25 U337 3 .00 2.50 
U16 ...... 9 .0 0 7.50 U146 8.50 U342 3.50 3.40 
W20 .... . 6.00 4.50 Ul49 7 .00 U343 3.90 
W21 ..... 3.65 3.25 U150 3.50 3.00 U346 5.00 
U28 . . . . . . 65.00 U153 8.00 U347 5.00 
U29 ...... 50.00 W158 .... 14.00 U350A .. . . 30.00 
U36 ...... 3.00 2.25 U 1 61 3.00 U361 . .... 4.00 
U38 . . . . . . 11.00 U186 9.00 U375 . .... 5.65 5.00 
U39 5.00 4.90 U187 4.50 4 .0 0 U408A 22.00 
U4 1A ..... 3.00 U188 7 .00 W410 4. 75 4.65 
U47 9.00 U198 3 .00 W427 .... 1 5.00 14 .50 
W51 8.00 7 .50 U204 3.00 2. 75 U454 ..... 5.50 5.40 
U60 3.00 U205 5.00 U457 . .. .. 7.00 
U62 3.50 U207 3.5 0 U462 ..... 7 .50 
U63 3.00 2. 75 U208 4 .00 3 . 7 5 U463 . . ... 10.00 
U64 3.50 U209 3. 75 3.50 U464 .... . 30.00· 
U67 7.00 U210 4.00 U475 ..... 9.50 
U68 ..... . 19.00 16.00 U211 4 .00 3.75 U476 .. ... 4.00 
U71 9.00 U215 .. ... 12.00 9.00 U478 . . .. . 9.00 
U87 3.25 U216 ..... 9.00 7 .00 U48 1A . ... 10 .00 
U91 7 .00 U224 . . . . . 11.00 U486 ..... 30.00 
U93 7 .50 U225 3.0 0 2.65 U489 4.00 
U95 13 .00 U244 . . ... 6.50 U500 3.50 
U97 11.00 U266 .. . . . 4.00 3.50 U501 3.75 
U99 7. 50 U27 0 .. .. . 6.00 U502 8. 7 5 
UlOl 9.00 U274 ..... 11.00 U503 9.00 
U102 .. ... 11. 50 U277A . . . . 4.50 4.00 U509B .... 3.40 3.3 5 
U104 15.00 W287 5.00 U511 . .. . . 11.50 
U105 . .. . . 15.00 U307 ..... 5. 20 5.00 U520 .... . 11.00 10 .50 

ECONOMIST STAMP co." INC. 
87 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORI{ 7, N. Y. 
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De Luxe 

Blank 

Albums 

by Scott 

e The aristocrat of Scott Albums is the hand-
some No. 1 De Luxe (above). Post binder of 

double board, covered in % real red morocco, 
with imitation leather sides. Raised hubs on the 
backbone, silk moire' lining and flyleaf . Gold 
tooling on front and back covers, which are 
beveled with round corners. 

e The luxury album No. 2 De Luxe (below) 
is almost as elegant. It is partly handmade, 

has a cover with square corners, and a marbled 
paper lining and flyleaf. 

Both albums have 50 gilt-edge pages of fine 
quality paper, quadrille ruled. Pages are 8 114. x 1 OY4, 
inches, without hinge. Cellulose acetate inter­
leaving. 

NO. 1 DE LUXE'--$25 

NO. 2 D E LUXE-$20 

Order from your dealer 

SCOTT 
PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

1 W. 4 7th St., New York 19. 
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SINCE 1929 

MINT 

AIRMAILS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

Choice and Unusual Items 

Always on Hand 

Prompt Personal Attention 

to Your Wants 

L. W. CHARLAT 
AIRMAILS EXCLUSIVELY 

New York 7, N . Y . A 180 Broadway 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, N
Monthly Auction Sales 
At Th e 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

in N ew York 

We Will Be Happy to Communicate 

W ith Collectors Desiring to 

Take Advantage of the 

Present 

High Market. 

Writ e for Catalogs to 

LAURENCE & STRYKER 

7 East 42nd St. , New York 17, N. Y. 
HIGH PRICES PAID 

We are in the market for 

Collections , accumulations 

of U. S., British Colonies, 

Foreign , Air Ma ils , etc. 

Mint , used or on cover ; 

General or Specialized. No 

lot too large or too small. 

Submit with best price or 

for our offer after inspec­

tion . 

MARTIN STAMP CO. 
233 West 42nd Street, 
NEW YORK l 8, N . Y. 
O

CROSS STAMP CO. 
551 FIFTH AVENUE, 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

AUCTION SALES 

OUR SPECIALTY 

Write for the catalogue of our 
forth-coming sales. 

We solicit consignments of all types 
of PHILATELIC MATERIAL. 

Results of our sales show that satis­
factory prices are the rule rather 
than the exception. 

If you have a large collection , or 
single items of outstanding merit we 
shall be at your service. 

CROSS STAMP COMPANY 
. 2 147 



Unreserved Public Auction Sale 
UNITED STATES 

Featuring Complete Groups of 
* 19th and 20th Regular Postage, Singles and 

Blocks 

* Air Post stamps- (Position Pieces ) 

* Private Vending Machine Perforations 

* Revenues 

* Cut Squares 

* Private Proprietary Stamps (Match & Medi­
cines ) 

* Essays - Proofs - Specimens 

U. S. POSSESSIONS 

British Colonies of the World 

APRIL 18., 19., 20., 1949 
Monday., Tuesday., Wednesday 

I llustrated Catalogue Upon R equest 

MAY SALE OF UNITED STATES AND BRI TISH COLONIES l 
NOW I N PREPARATION 

EDSON J. FIFIELD 
500 FIFTH AVENUE . £ N E\V YORI{ 18. N . Y. 
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HAWAIIAN ISLAND§ 
Below will be fo und a ve ry fairl y compl e te li st ing of the stamps of what may sho rtly 

become ou r 49th Sta te. W e are li s tin g the used and unused , in good and fine conditi on. 
Recen t ly t he re has been considerab le in te rest in t hese Isla nd issues, and due to the ve ry small 
numbers issued, we be lieve many of these w ill show conside rabl e p rice increases in the no t too 
dis tant futu re. 

Send 50c fo r our ill ustra ted price lis t of Hawaii, w h ich inc ludes a ve ry full li st ing of the 
Posta l issues, as we ll as Rai lroad, envelopes, posta l ca rds, and revenue stamps. 

U nused Used 
F ine Good Good Fine 

1851 "Mi ssionary" Issue 
3 13c blue - 675.00 

1853 Thick P a p er 
5 5c b lue 57 .50 37.50 29.50 45.00 
G 13c r ed 25 .00 17.50 22.50 

1857 Thin White P a p e r 
8 5c Light bl. 37.50 22.50 22.00 

1861 Thin Bluish P a p e r 
9 5c light blue 24.00 9.50 8.75 15.00 

1869 Offi cia l R e issu e 
9a 5c Ultramar·ine 

Sc "SPECIMEN" 
9b 13c Dull rose 

13c "SPECIMEN" 
1889 Official Imitation 

5c Blue 
5c "Reprint" 

2.00 1.75 
l.G5 1.45 

30.00 15.00 
l.G5 1.25 

( N ew Dies) 
G.00 5.75 
2.25 2.00 

l 3c Red orange 
13c "Reprint" 

35.00 29.50 - 100.00 
........ 5.00 4.75 

1859 -63 "Nume ra ls" on thin wove 
10 le Pale blu e 85 .00 
11 2c Pale blu e ... 120.00 
12 2c b lk on grey 50.00 
14 2c on green ..... 200.00 

95 .00 
72.50 
24.50 

140.00 

50.00 75.00 
22.50 37 .50 
75.00 100.00 

15 le on grey 12.50 
lG 2c on gr. wht. 65.00 
17 2c dark blue ........... 200.00 
18 2c blk on grey 85 .00 

6.50 
32.00 26.50 45.00 

75.00 200.00 
45.00 60.00 

1863-4 on Stou t White pap er 
19 le b lk on wove 30.00 16.00 
20 2c blk on wove 35.00 21.00 35.00 50.00 
23 le blk on laid ..... 6.25 3 .75 
24 2c b lk on laid 5.25 3.50 
25 le b lue on wove 12.50 7.50 
26 2c blue on wove 10.00 5.75 
1865 on Lig h t Blue p a p er 
21 5c blue ........ .. ........ ... 27 .50 18.50 15.00 25.00 
22 5c blue ...................... 12.50 9.00 17.50 27.50 
1861-3 Ka m eha m eh a-Lit hogr a ph ed 
27 2c Pale rose (H oriz.) 15.00 8.00 
27a 2c Rose red 32.50 25.00 

8.00 12.00 
32.50 50.00 

7 .00 10.00 
17.50 45.00 

28 2c pale rose (Vert.) 17.50 11.00 
28 2c Rose red 8.00 5.50 
1869 R eissue-(E n graved ) 
29 2c sca rlet 
2c "Cancelled" ................. . 
1885 O fficia l Im it a tion 

3.00 2.40 
3.50 2.75 

- 5.00 

50 2c orange ................. .. . ..... 15.0012 .50 6.50 7 .50 
2c "Spec imen" 4.50 4.00 

1889 Officia l R eissue 
51 2c Scarlet 
2c "Reprint" 
1864-71 
30 le mauve (275,000) 
30a le v iolet (250, 000) 
30b le purple (100,000 ) 
31 2c orange ver. (2,160,000) .. 
3 Ja 2c orange ver. (118,750) . 
32 5c deep blue (350,000) 
33 6c green (685,000) 
34 18c claret (45,000) 
34a 18c rosy red (30,000 ) 

1.65 1.50 5.00 6.00 
.95 .85 - 7.50 

.65 .28 .35 

.65 .35 .30 

.45 .33 .45 

.75 .35 .38 

.75 .50 .45 
3.00 1.35 .85 
1.50 .62 .35 
2.50 1.00 .85 

.50 .28 .80 

.50 

.50 

.60 

.65 
1.25 

.60 
1.25 

U nu sed Used 

1875 -82 
F in e Good Good Fine 

35 2c brown (2,562,500) 
35a 2c black brown (1,000.000) 
36 12c black ( 125,500) 
37 le blu e (200,000) 

.50 

.75 
2.15 

.35 

.50 
1.85 

.15 
1.20 

.84 
1.00 
1.70 

.15 .20 

.21 .26 
1.40 1.50 

.20 
38 2c lilac rose (750 ,000) 
39 5c ultra. (1.550,500) .... 
40 lOc black (150.000) 
41 15c brown (55,000) ... 
1883-86 
42 le green ( l,4 87 ,500) 
43 2c carm. (6,025,000) 
44 l Oc brown (450 ,000) 
45 lOc verm. (60,000) 
46 12c l ilac (26,250) 
47 25c purple (25,000) 
48 50c orange (25,000) .. 
49 $1 rose (58 ,500) ... 
52 2c v iolet (l,175.000) 
52c 5c bl. b lue ( 161,500) 

.20 
1.80 
1.10 
1.60 
2.50 

.60 .80 

.18 .25 

.85 1.20 
1.65 2.1 0 

.15 .11 .12 .15 

.45 .20 .06 .09 
1.20 .85 .30 .39 
1.10 .85 1.10 1.25 
2.10 1.65 2.00 

... 3.50 2.50 1.75 2.25 
6.50 5.00 4.75 5.50 
9 .00 G.50 5.00 6.75 

.20 . 14 .06 .08 
2.00 1.80 2.25 2.50 

1893, Provis ion a l Govt . R ed. Opt. 
53 le purple (62,500) 
54 le blue (75,000) 
55 le green (726,500) 
56 2c brown (37.500) 
57 2c violet (1.115.865) 
58 5c bl. blue ( 46,350) 
59 5c Ultr. (587 ,500) 
60 Ge green (40,000) 
61 lOc black (50,000) 
G2 12c black (90.500) 
G3 12c li lac (7,500) 
64 25c pu r ple (25,000) 
Black Overprint 
G5 2c verm. (G.250) 
66 2c carm. (250,000) 
67 lOc verm. (27 ,500) 
68 lOc brown (31,250) 
G9 12c li lac (3.750) 
70 15c brown (20,000) 
71 18c claret (100,000) 
72 50c orange (25 ,000) 
73 $1 rose (41,500) 
1894 -99 Pictorials 
74 le yellow (2,500,000) 
75 2c brown (5 .000,000) 
76 5c r ose (2.187 ,500) 
77 lOc green (312,500) 
78 12c blue (125.000) 
79 25c blue (125,000) 
80 le green (2,187,500) 
81 2c rose ( 2,500,000) 
8la 2c rosy salmon 
82 5c blue (1,250,000) 
1896 Officia l I ssu e 

.35 .25 

.25 .19 

.10 .07 

.45 .38 
.12 .07 
.45 .38 
.45 .40 
.75 .37 
.60 .42 
.50 .38 

5.00 4.25 
1.35 .68 

.50 
.50 
.07 .10 
.75 
.05 .07 
.60 .75 
.30 .40 
.60 
.75 
.80 1.00 
- 6.00 
- 2.00 

3.75 3.20 5.00 
.09 .06 .15 .20 
.75 .GO .80 
.70 .GO .75 .85 

9.00 7.50 - 10.00 
1.50 .95 1.50 
1.15 .85 1.25 1.50 
2 .25 1.75 1.75 2.50 
4.95 3.50 5.00 6.00 

.10 

.13 

.30 

.55 

.40 

.90 

.13 

.25 

.25 

.36 

.07 

.09 

.20 

.40 

.38 

.75 

.10 

.17 

.17 

.28 

.05 

.03 

.09 

.39 

.75 

.70 

.05 
.03 
.04 
.24 

.07 

.04 

.12 

.50 

.95 
1.00 

.07 

.04 

.05 

.30 

01 2c green (10 .000) 1.75 1.40 1.35 1.75 
02 5c brown (50,000 ) 1.75 1.40 1.35 1.75 
03 6c ultra (10,000) .............. .... 1.75 1.60 
04 lOc rose (50,000) 1.75 1.60 
05 12c orange (10,000) ....... ..... .. 1.85 1.75 
06 25c violet (10,000 ) ....... 1.85 1.75 
Complete set (6) .......... ................. 9.50 8.95 
Kah a lui R. R . P a r cel S t a mps ( Local) 
Ge rose, 18c black, pair - .80 

STANLEY GIBBONS, INC" 
38 (C ) P AR K ROW A NEW YORK '7, N. Y. 
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Every Specialized Collection Should Include 
Essays and Proofs. 

I have the most extensive and varied stock of 

Essays & Proofs 
Exclusively 

United States, British North Ame rica , 
and Hawaii and Latin America . 

Die & Plate Essays, Proofs in both Normal a nd 
Trial Colors of Postmasters; Postage; Official; 
Newspaper; Envelopes; Postal Cards ; Revenues. 

Send 6c. U.S. postage for a free sample copy of the 

ESSAY PROOF JOURNAL 
A Handsomely Illustrated 64 page quarterly 

at $5.00 per year 

It contains priced Catalogs of Essays & Proofs, 
R eports of American and English Auction Sale 
Prices of all Proofs and authoritative articles on 
the background behind your stamps, engravers, etc. 

Brazer' s U. S. Essay Catalog 
Publisher Sold Out. I Still Have a Few at $7.50 
Send lOc for illus. Price List. Why Pay More 7 

Claren~e W. Brazer 
415 Lexi ngton Ave., New York 17, N. Y. U.S.A. 
150 THE COLL
MON'l'HLY 3 DAYS 

AUCTION SALES 
2000 LOTS 

* 
* UNITED STATES 

* BRITISH COLONIES 

* EURO,PE a. o. 
also PROOFS and ESSAYS 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Catalogue Free on R equest 

* 
BILLIG & llICH. In~. 

Suite 630-1, 55 West 42nd Street, 

NEW YORJ{ 18, N . Y. 
MISSION 
MIXTURE 

We have purchased a quantity of 

mixture that does not appear to 

have been picked over. Naturally 

the bulk of the mixture consists of 

common low values of the current 

War issue, but there is a fair sprink­

ling of high values, airmails, spe­

cials, commemoratives and New­

foundland. Sold just as received 

from Canadian and Newfoundland 
m1ss10ns. 

$1.50 PER LB . I 0 LBS. $ 14.00 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Can. 
E

CONSIGNMENTS SOLICITED 
I am Prepared to Sell 

For You 
- at-

PUBLIC AUCTION 
Any Philatelic Prop erty 

SUCH AS 

Stamps, Covers, Franks, 
Autographs, Books, etc. 
The charges are fair and results 
of sales show satisfactory prices. 
If you have a large collection, or 
single items of merit, I shall be 
pleased to have you get in touch 
with me. 
CTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVIII, NO. 2 



WE CARRY 

British Empire 
EXCLUSIVELY 

<9ur 8tock, one of the most compre­

hens1:ve 1,"n the country, offers you th e 

opportum"ty to select what you need 1,"n 

<Bn"tish ·tn singles or sets, mint or used 

Y our wants .ft.st will receive careful atten­

tion. 0for 8atisf action the . . . 

"EQUITABLE WAY" 

Send in your Want List Today 

EQUITABLE §TAMP CO~ 
§0§ §th A VENUE NEW YORK 17~ N. Y. 
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!JJ'.J 
'Yle.w! 

the G I M B E L A L B U M 
for u N IT E D s TA T Es p L A T E N u M B E R B L 0 c Ks 

Complete coverage for all regular and commemorative 

issues from 1938 through the Joel Chandler Harris 

issue of 1948. 

Every page suitably decorated , with ample mounting 

frames provided for each block . 

Ful ly illustrated . 

Pages are printed on h igh grade Hammermill bond 

paper , punched to fit standard three ring b inder. 

1 llustrated supplements will be issued every year to 

keep the album up to date. 

ALBUM COMPLETE PACES BLANK PACES 
W ith 

BINDER Only with Decorat ive Border 
Cold Sta mped 

$4.00 $2.00 50 for $1.00 

GI~IBEL~S 

World's Largest Stamp Departments 
33rd AND BROADWAY 

NEW YORI{ 1, N . Y . 
NI N'L'H AT MARJrnrr 

PHILADELPHIA 5 , P A. 
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except fo r th e great raritie,. t h is 128-page 
cata log, with mo re than 1,000 illustrations for your con­
venient referPncc. li sts an d prices a ll major varieties of 
th ~ co untri es inclnu .. 11. It sen es not only as a ,·alunule 
check list nn<l guiLle, !Jut a lso as o rPlinble source of s upply 
for these popular s tamps at eco nomical prices. Every col­
lecto r needs thi s useful null authoritative catalog. Send 
for a copy to1l a y if yo u d o uot a lremly have one. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mail ing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pa ges, in fo rmati ve w r ite- u ps, aud beautiful 

fllu strntion s. this comprehens iv e catulog 1i s ts and prices 
one of the most attract ive of all spec in I gro ups : The 20th 
Cent ury I ssues of lliodc rn Europe. H ere you will find -
from Andorra to Va ti ca n City - t hose attracti rn stamps 
which tell so vividly the sto ry of our ow n times , and 
which ha,·e enjoyed s uch rapidly increasing popular i ty in 
recent years . Send for a copy t oda y and see f,.:· yourself 
wh y "1\Io 1lern Europe" is one of t he most in tl'rl':-;t iug and 
importa nt st:i mp catalogs eve r published. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the most popular of nil tli e special 

groups, this beautiful illu st rated 128-pa;:;e cata log lists -
fr om Aden to Za nzilJar - th e 20th CPu lur.r I" "''' nf the 
British Commonwealth of Nations . So far as we k1H1W, 
it i s the only publi cation of its kind in th e wor ld : and 
s ince it is backed by what we lJcli e ve to lJe th e most 
comprehens ive exi s ting stock of British 20th Century 
i ss u P~. we fee l certai n yo u will find i t i n valuable: iJo t h as 
a n ·frn•11<:e list , anll as a cri n\·eni P11t so u1·c::e of s uppl y -
at fa \·orable prices - fur these J1 011P-too-pl en tiful stamps. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the fin est thing in th e a irmail line to appear In 

tbe U. S. A."-Geo rge Van Den Berg. " B est presentat ion 
yet mnd e of the fn sc inations of coll ec ting a irmail stamps. 
A 1nu st for every collector."-Sta mps )lagazin e. "One of 
the finest vol umes .... In effec t, a complete priced ca talog 
of the wurlfl' s airmail stamps."- Linn 's W eeldy Stam p 
News. ··Attrac tive pri ces."-Cnmde n Courier-Pos t. "J\'l ost 
beautiful price li st of a irmail stumps we have ever seen . 
. . . A valua hl e ;:;uid e and chec k list, w ell worth a dolla r ." 
-Weekly Philate lic Gossip. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To repl_enish our e:xtensive r e ta il stocks we are constantly buying-at 

generous pr1 ces-collect1ons a nd accum11lat1 uns of postage stamps, provided 
tbey are worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisa ls , good prices a nd prompt 
payments-with no haggling or delays-ha ve made us innum erable fr iends 
among collectors with s tamps to sell. . . . Sencl for our free boo kl e t or val­
ua lJl e in fo rmatio n , ' 'If You Have Stamps to Sell," a nd read it fo r your own 
prot ect ion befo re disposing of your collection. Free on Request. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., 61 Transit Bldg., BOSTON 17, MASS. 
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.. WE BUY STAMPS .. 
For the last 25 years we have been in the World Market to 

buy LARGER lots , Dealers' Stocks, Accumulations, Remainders , 

Collections, etc . 

We are also interested in unusual . items, errors, rarities, etc . 

especially Airmails . 

Offer us what you have giving exact quantity and price. 

DEALERS :-Ask for our 84-page Wholesale Pricelist with 

4000 Special Offers of Foreign Stamps. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
HOTEL ASTOR NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
WE HAVE .... 
A V ery Fine Stock of 

PHILATELIC 
LITERATURE 

WHICH INCLUDES SOME 70,000 ITEMS 
BOOKS • PAMPHLETS • MAGAZINES 

We issue a Periodic Magazi ne and Price List. e You are welcome to come 

in and browse. e We are also interested in purchasing a good philatelic 

library . Correspondence invited . 

PAUL BL USS!! Philatelic Bookstore 

.'il 'VEST 46tb STREET NE\V YORK 19~ N. Y. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA and " Union" 

issues overpr inted for use in South West 

Afr ica , Kenya and Uganda , Swaziland, Basu­

toland , and Bechuanaland. More than 95 % 

complete . 

All bilinguals in pairs , a fine range of shades 

in early issues including 16 £ l stamps, coil 

pairs , booklets and panes, odd ities and 

rarities . SUPERB throughout. 

Catalogue value $1157 .84 (Scott' s ) 
(Stanley Gibbons catalogue value much h igher ) 

NET $850.00 

May be seen at our office or will be sent 

for inspection . 

Our Specialties: British Empire, Nether­

lands and Colonies. Also, a general world­

wide stock. 

Q111:r11ttd 

c%tttm¥ 

630 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 

CIRCLE 7-6597 * 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 

INTERNATIONAL BLDG. 

SUITE 1762 ffe h1111 ~===================! 
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Our 

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
edited by Edwin Mueller 

Will be sent, free of charge for one year , without any obligation , to all 
members of the Collectors Club , who request it . 

We conduct regular auctions, which are well known for their reliable descrip­
tions and the fine presentation of the material. If you are not on our mailing 
list , ask for the richly illustrated catalogs , which will be sent free . Lists of 
prices realized are sent to all bidders after every sale , free of charge. 

We have an extensive stock of foreign stamps before 1938 and will be 
pleased to receive want lists. 

MERCURY §TAMP COMPANY 
522 FIFTH AVE. (a t 44th St. ), NEW YORK 18 , N. Y. 

Telephones : MU2- 7106 and 2-6976 

Cable Address " MERCSTAMP NEWYORK" 
AIRMAIL STAMPS 
A Complete Service to All Collectors of Airmail Stamps 

NEW ISSUES 

AUCTIONS 

WANT LISTS 

PRICE LISTS 

The most complete Service of All New Issues including 
the Rare Issues at reasonable prices. Ask for explana­
tory circular. 

Regular Auction Sales. Illustrated Catalogue sent upon 
request. 

Special care taken to fill Want Lists. 

Sent free upon request. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS We maintain a complete New Issues Service. 

F. W. KESSLER 
500 FIF'J'H AVENUE NEW YORI{ 18, N. Y. 
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CRYSTAL-MOUNTS 
A beautiful , safe , inexpensive 

protecting mount for stamps, 

blocks and covers. Used by 

thousar;ids of collectors. Made 

of sparkling crystal -clear cel­

lulose acetate, approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards . Trial-order " As­

sorted Package, 60c" from 

your favorite dealer , or 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 
TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. HA.BRIS & CO. 
8 Transit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVll l , NO
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

S
DMETI ME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' r egular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions. If you want to buy or sell ... 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

1 West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN STAMPS FROM " DOWN UNDER" 

YOU SHOULD CONSIDER SUBSCRIBING TO 

Philately from Australia 
THE NEW QUARTERLY TO BE PUBLISHED BY 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 

IN MARCH , 1949 

With the appearance of th is new journal, long and carefully planned, a new 
standard will be set in Australian philatel ic publication . The journal will 
reflect the best in Australian ph ila telic study, writing and thought. It will 
deal almost entirely with the Australasia n Scene (Commonweal th , States and 
Pacific Islands ) old and new, specialised, general and critical , and will be 
entirely original. If you requ ire reference material , here it is-

AUTH DRITATIVE. ILLUMINATING, ATTR.ACTIVELY ILLUSTRATED AND PRESENTED 

Subscription: U. S. and Foreign , $2 ( U. S.) per annum, post free, payable 
in advance by remittance (wi th address ) to: 

The Business Manager, Philately from Australia 
Box 222, G.P.O. Melbourne, Australia 
. 2 157 



FACTS 

ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Pub I ic Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi­

cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­

mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms . Liberal ad ­

vances pending sale . Expert supervision of all material by 

experienced phi late I ists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila ­

telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 

advice , backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 

service. 

e W e are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections , Ac­

cumulations , Rarities, etc. 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IR WIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

2 West 46th §tireet New York 19, N. Y. 

Telephone : LUxemburg 2-2393 
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:7lt 
f!Vo 8xtra <3ost 

5fou 
can afford the luxury 

of purchasing 
:7lir Stamps 

from 
NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC. 

The World's Leading Air Stamp Dealors 
521 Fifth Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 
AUCTION 
PRIVATE SALE 

We are in the market for very fine U. S. and 
Foreign material, either on or off cover. Im­
mediate cash is available for worthwhile 
properties . We will either purchase your 
collection outright or advance a substantial 
amount against sale at auction . If necessary 
we will travel any distance to view a sizeable 
collection or accumulation . Holdings worth 
$10,000 and over preferred . 

A. P . S . .A S. P. A . 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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• 

ALL AROUND 
THE WORLD 

In every part of the world where stamps are bought and sold the 

name of Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. is renowned as that of the 
leading firm of auctioneers of fine stamps. Philatelists know 
that they can rely absolutely upon the service provided by a 
firm which enjoys the complete confidence of the philatelic 
world. That is why more and more collectors are sending their 

fine stamps to us for sale. 

Arrangements are now being made to include suitable properties 

in auctions scheduled for the next months, and large or small 
collections and single rarities can be accommodated. Write 

at once for further details of the unrivalled auction service . 

It costs no more. 

Our catalogues are mailed to leading collectors and dealers 
(by air when necessary ) in Australia, Belgium, Central America, 

New Zealand, Portugal, South America, South Africa, Sweden 
and Switzerland and many other far off countries, thus assuring 

maximum competition for your stamps. 

IIARMER, ROOl(E & CO., Inc. 
I nternatio nal Stamp Auction eers 

560 FI FTH A VENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HARMER, ROOKE & CO., LTD. 
2 Arunde l Street, Strand, London , England 
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The 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF EMPIRE POST AGE ST AMPS 

Vol. I 
e GREAT BRITAIN e CYPRUS e MALTA 

e GIBRALTAR e HELIGOLAND 8 IRELAND 
including a pri ced catalogu e of: Postal History, Essays, Proofs and 
Speci mens, Ca n cellations, Siz~ of S h eet s, Plating, B ibliog r a phy, with 
com p rehen s ive listings of Handstruck and Adh esive Postage Stamps. 

Vol. II 

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

PRICE $5.00 POST FREE 

deals with the 

AFUICAN CONTINENT 
The countri es are arranged geographicall y in order to ma intain 
the sequence of certain countries which we re administered 
togethe r a t some time. 

All phases of Postal History a nd Philately are covered and th e in forma­
tion given embra ces Handst ru ck Postage Stamps, (Town, Shi p and Rate 
Markings, etc . ) . Essays a nd Proofs of Adhesive Postage Stamps and 
Postal Station ery. 

Pre-paid orders can now be booked for this volume 

PRICE $5.00 POST FREE 

SUBSEQUENT \ TOLU1llES each S.'i.00 
1949 THE BRITISH EMPIRE IN ASIA 
1950 THE BRITISH EMPIRE IN NORTH AND SOUTH AMER ICA 
1951 THE BRITISH EMPIRE IN AUSTRALIA AND THE PACIFIC 

S end your order with remittance to : 

BOBSON LOWE., INC. 
1320 WIDENER BUILDI NG 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. , U. S. A. 

Telephone: Locust 4-1367 

HEAD OFFICE: 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON S. W. I 

Telephone: Abbey 4034 Cables: " Stamps, London" 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH and MELBOURNE 



AUCTION CALENDAR 
MONDAY and TUESDAY, April 18, 19 at 2 P. M. 

BRITISH EMPIRE ISSUES 
inc ludi ng the ve ry f ine co llec tion of 

MR. ADOLPHE MENJOU 

AN OUTSTANDING SALE FOR BRITI SH EMPI RE COLLECTORS 

WEDNESDAY, April 20 at 2 P. M. 

THE DR. " LLOYD S. RULAND" 

COLLECTION OF CH I NA 
THE SALE FOR THE CHINA SPECIALIST 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, May 9 , 10, 11 

A VERY IMPORTANT 3- DAY AUCTION OF 

UNITED STATES 
In generally ve ry fin e cond it ion 

A SALE THE COLLECTOR OF UNITED STATES CANNOT A FFORD TO M ISS 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, May 23 , 24, 25 

A Specialized Collection of 

BRITISH EMPIRE ISSUES 
l 9 th and 20th Century Issues 

THE " A . D. JENNY" COLLECTION 

By order of Anamaria lnchauspe Condesa de W este rhol t of Caracas, Venezuela 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WE'DNESDAY, June 6 , 7 , 8 

GENERAL PROPERTIES 
An important aucti on wh ich will give the ge neral co ll ec tor an oppor­
tunity foll owing a month' s au cti ons of specialized collecti ons. 

Se rious co ll ecto rs a re invited to write for catalogues of these important auc ­
t ions. Spec ify you r interests to permit us to send only appropriate catalogues. 
EVERY LOT IS SOLD ENTIRELY W ITHOUT RESERVE. 

H~ R~ HARMER, INC~ 
International S tamp Auctioneers 

32 EA§T 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

NEW YORK 

Phone : Plaza 3-6482 

LON DON SYDNEY 
. Philatelic Research Libr• fY 
A~ncan 

p .0. Box 8338 
State Cot\ege, PA 16803 




