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Thinl<lng of Selling? 

We are now arranging our Fall sales for the 1962-63 

auction season. To get the best results, contact us now so 

good dates can be reserved. We expect greater demand 

than ever for fine U.S. and Foreign stamps. 

Our international connections enable us to offer you 

an unrivaled auction service. For a service of this quality, 

our terms are low. We can make interest-free advances on 

desirable collections. 

PRIVATE SALE 

We have privately sold many rare single items and 

valuable collections during the past season. 

We have an immediate buyer for a U. S. collection in 

the $50,000 • $75,000 range, if the quality is very fine. 

The buyer will pay the commission. 

Your inquiry will be held in strict confidence. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.), New York 36 

Phone: 212 JUdson 2-0164 

International .ductioneera of Fine Stampa 

The Collectors Club Phllatellst ts published bl-monthly (Jan .• Mar., May, July, Sept .• Nov.) by the Collec· 
tors Club, Inc .• 22 East 3'5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. Second-class mall privileges authorized at New York, N. Y. 
Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.50 for non-profit Institutions. Free to all members. Indlvtdual copies 
- $2.00 each. C The Collectors Club Inc., 1962 
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WEILL 
OF NEW ORLEANS 

.. . SERIOUS 
BUYERS 

* 
We are 

interested in buying 
stamp collections whether 

valued at $100.00 
or $1,000,000.00 

We also do nationally 
recognized appraisals for 

estates and banks 
Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

Raymond H. WEILL Co. 
407 Royal Street 

New Orleans 16, La . 
J Ack son 5-0022 

* 5¢ 1856 Strip of Three on Cover 
We paid $5,000.00 (catalogs $600.00) 
Henry Hill Sale 
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POSTAGE STAMP AUCTIONS 

HAMBURG DUSSELDORF 

(Germany) 

Rarities and special collections will be handled in the most effective 
manner through our auctions, which a re known thoughout the world . 

Ou r auction catalogues (circulation of I 0,000 copies per auction) are 
forwarded to the most important philatelists in all countries. 

Deliveries are accepted at any time. 

Auction commission 15% . 

A rese rve price is fixed by mutua l agreement. No difficultie_s with re­
gard to import or foreign exchange. Free payment to all countries in 
every requested currency. 

First cla ss U. S. 
Refere nces and 
Ba nk References 

EDGAR 

Reference : C ommerz­
bank A. G ., Hamburg 
Germany 

MOHRMANN 
Lice nsed Auctioneer 

Speersort 6 , HAMBURG I / Germany 

Cables: EDMORO 
II 
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MINI( US PUBLICATIONS 
Introduces With Pride 

4 NEW 'WORLD-SERIES' ALBUMS 
* Brazil * Costa Rica and Nicaragua * Dominican Republic, Cuba, 

Haiti and Puerto Rico 
* Ecuador and Venezuela 

* Expertly designed, com­
plete, up-to-date. * Annual supplements avail­
able. 

* Handsome, gold-stamped 
two-post binders. * Pages printed on one 
side only. * Introductions presenting 
the history and heritage 
of each nation and its 
people. A unique feature 
of Minkus Publications. 

Brazil -------·-------------------------------------- $ 5.95 Pages only $2.95 
Pages only $6.95 
Pages only $7.95 
Pages only $6.95 

Costa Rica and Nicaragua ________ $ 9.95 
Dominican Republic, Cuba, Haiti and Puerto Rico _________ $I 0.95 

Ecuador and Venezuela ---- ---------------------------- ----------- --- ----------- - $ 9.95 

MINKUS REGIONAL CATALOG FOR LATIN AMERICA 
The ideal companion to your Latin American albums, this Minkus Regional Catalog 
offers a wealth of fascinating information and clear illustrations. Perfect to take along 
to club meetings or to use as a checklist. 1962 edition ----------- ----------------------- $3.00 

AVAILABLE AT THE COLLECTORS STAMP AND COIN DEPARTMENTS OF THE FOL ­
LOWING FAMOUS STORES, OR AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER. 

AKRON , OHIO-M . O ' Ne i l Co . 
ATLANTA , GA.-Rich ' s 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.- Hutz le r 's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.- J . W . R obinson 
BOSTON , MASS.- J ord a n M ars h 
CHEVY CHASE , MD.-Woodward & L othrop 
CLEVELAND, OHIO-H a ll e B rothers 
COLUMBUS, OHIO-Laza ru s 
DENVER, COLO.-M a y - D & F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH .- J . L . Hud so n 
HARTFORD, CONN .-G . Fox 
HOUSTON , TEX.- Fol ey ' s 
LOS ANGELES, CAL.-J . W. R obinson 
LOUISVILLE , KY. - Stew art 's 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbe ls 
NEW ORLEANS, LA.-M ai son Bl a nche 
NEW YORK , N . Y .-Gi mbels 

PANORAMA CITY, CAL.-J . W . R obinson 
PARAMUS, N . J .-Gimbels 
PASADENA, CAL. - J . W . R obin so n 
PHILADELPHIA, PA .-Gi m bels 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-G i mbels Ch eltenham 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-Gimbel s Gt. N ortheast 
PITTSBURGH, PA.-K aufm a nn' s 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meie r & F ra nk 
PROVIDENCE , R. 1.- Th e Outlet Co. 
RICHMOND , VA.-Th a lhim er ' s 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX .-Joske 's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CAL.-M ay Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-The Emporium 
SEATTLE , WASH .-The B on M arc he 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-Fa mous B arr 
VALLEY STREAM , N. Y.-G i mbels 
WASH I NG TON , D . C.- Woodwa rd & Loth r op 
WESTCHESTER, N . Y.- G im bels 
Ill 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most i1nportant functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,100 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the lVIembers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Na8sau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
IV 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORIN PHI LA ZURICH 
( Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
v 
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Editorials 

Local And Regional American Stamp Shows 

Assume that a small country was to have the next world's Olympic Games. 
The enormous feeling of national pride, the excitement over the prestige, the 
thrill of being honored with such an important international event almost de­
fies description. Such a country, however, will only stage the ViTorld 's Olympic 
Games if 25 % of her natives can win an Olympic medal. 

Of course, nothing as far-fetched as this has happened nor is likely to tran­
spire in the future. Nevertheless, such an unusual situation is now taking place 
with local or regional stamp shows here in the United States. 

A city - not New York or other larger ones-stages a stamp show. Of' 
course, it wants to attract some outstanding collections for exhibition, and, thufi, 
invites those who own them to exhibit . In many cases, th e prize-winning col­
lections are the possessions of philatelists, who Jive in or near the great .American 
metropoles. But when the latter do participate in competition, the loca l boys 
and girls often must content themselves with second, third or no prizes at all, 
because of the invited non-local exhibits. 

In order to avoid this, many r egional stamp shows establish a special section 
exclusively for " the home talent" and often have this judged by a se parate 
panel of. judges. Generally prominent philatelists are invited to judge the show. 
However, the local section is assigned to some lesser known local people. 

This is clone with the intention to make everybody l1appy. But it does not 
work out that way. A third-prize-winner will always think he deserved a gold. 
Furthermore, the best in the local group usually is an exhibit so far inferior to 
tl1e rest of the show that all prizes lose their significance. 

Anotl1er unfortunate developm ent in local stamp shows is the pressure 
put upon the judges to award the exhibitor, not the exhibit. A person can 
show a very ordinary collection, poorly mounted and apparently with little 
philatelic knowledge. But because the exhibitor happens to be a bigwig in 
the local philatelic club, he must be kept content by having his exhibit win a 
gold or silver medal. Otherwise, the judges are told this local stamp club 
officer will quit, and the loss of. his services will be disastrous. 

Two prominent New York City philatelists, after recently judging a 
i·cgional stamp show, were told by a formel' high officer in a national phila­
telic society that th ey were not qualified to judge such an exhibit, beca use 
they kn ew too much about stamps and paid no attention to the status of the 
individual exhibitors. These two judges ·were informed that their verdicts 
caused much discontent among· the exhibitors, and in th e future differ ent 
types of judges would be needed, if. more exhibits would be held. Finally, it 
was said to these two judges that the~· have the necessary r equisites to judge onl:v 
large international stamp shows, but not the smaller ones where the exhibitor 
rather than the exhibit is the determining factor. 

Of. course, perhaps those " big city " exhibitors, who often prefer to col­
lect medals in preference to stamps, are somewhat to blame. But if their 
exhibits are invited as an attraction, then they are entitled to a gold medal no 
matter if they previously have won twenty-five. 

The local exhibition committee should request that some of the famous 
collections be shown non-competitively and, in appreciation, give thr exhibi­
tor a gif.t as appealing as a competitive prize. Th e trouble has been that up to 
now exhibits shown "not for competition" in local or r egional stamp shows 
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often l'eceive nothiug and only occasionally a cel'tificate of appreciation. 'l'he 
point is that better practices, better management and planning arc needed 
for local and r egional stamp shows. Their present ways obviously warrant 
criticism, and the r esults downgrade the purpose behind stamp exhibitions. 

One cannot have a 15-horse race and expect every entry to win. Com­
petition means the establishment of a first, second and third. A losing horse 
may be the kindest animal in the table. But he still ran eight in the race. 
So it must be with stamp competitions, whether held in the biggest or a small 
city in the United States. Once favoritism r eplaces merit, philately invites 
troubl e; stamp shows will do more harm than good. (H . M . G.) 

An Enemy Of Our Hobby 

Collectors of postage stamps ha\·c long been considered slightly crazy by 
people who have neYer been attracted by their fascination. One of the things 
which draws a collector to the stamp is the conscious or unconscious fulfillment 
of a desire to travel, to see far away places, to visit th e Coral Atolls of the P acific 
and th e Pink Palaces of Jaipur. The collecting of stamps supplies a tie tt, 
th ese places. These pieces of paper act as a sublimation of th e frustrated Llesire. 

C:radually, as th e hobby progressed, the unused stamp was also sought af ter. 
One could see all the details of the design without the heavy or difiguring can­
ce llation. The stamp still had the same connotation, as it could only have been 
originally procured from the country that had issued and used it. 

In the past few years the pressure of commerce has invaded OLU' albums. 
Stamps are now a source of income for the poor or newly emer ging nations of 
the world. In order to squeeze the last penny fro m stamp collectors, they han 
made arrangements for their stamps to be sold outside of their national borders 
by private philatelic agencies, which pay a fee for the privilege of aiding in this 
exploitation. 

These non-official agencies operate in a number of ways. Some serve as a 
wholesale outlet, receiving their supplies directly from the national postal ad­
ministration. Others have wider powers. They place the contracts for the 
stamps with printers outside of the country, select the designs, colorrs and even 
the denominations. This type of agency receives the stamps directly from the 
printer and then forwards a few of them to the country of ostensible origin to be 
cancelled philatelicall~r in order to make the emission seem legitimate. These is­
sues ar e manipulated by making unnecessar y varieties, perforated and imperfo­
r ated, souvenir sheets and high denominations not r equired by the prevai ling 
postal rates. It even goes to the extent of preparing "errors" in order to in­
cr ease the profits. 

In this comm ercial furor what is happening to the collector ¥ H e is deluged 
with ''stamps'' in tiu·ee, four or ten colors, portraying various fancy species of 
flora and fauna as well as other weird designs. If a collector tries to get a used 
copy by sending an envelope to a friend or acquaintance to be mailed back, he is 
told the stamps had been demonetized by decr ee the day before, or, he even gets 
a letter back asking fo e some more of the stamps because the ones he sent had 
never been seen at tilt• loea l post offic-c, nnd some nati\'Cs also like to collect th eir 
own stamps. 

The collector , bese t by such actions, easily becomes disgusted with what had 
existed for year s as a pleasant pastime. H e will either abandon stamps entirely 
or will confine his collecting field to something that is still enjoyable, such as 
nin eteenth century ('Jass i('s, st.amps o[ the " dead .. c-o untries m· anything bu t 1l1e 
latest new issues. 
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In the final analysis, it can be easily seen that the private philatelic agency 
is an enemy of our hobby. It produces stamps which are merely "labels," with 
or without pretty designs, in the garish colors of '' Chromos.'' To a philatelists 's 
mind such adhesives are not postage stamps unless they are freely obtainable in 
the country of issue, and, preferably, used in that country for the purpose for 
which they were designated, namely, the payment of the postal fee in the normal 
course of private correspondance or business communications. 

It is evident that, in time, as more and more collectors grow discouraged with 
the hobby, the law of diminishing returns will operate to reduce the profits of 
these entrepreneurs. This, however, wou.ld be more damaging than would a firm 
stand by philatelists. Let us make clear the line of demarcation between postage 
stamps and labels. Let us indicate by a letter to the publishers of the catalogues 
that such emissions are not stamps in the true sense of the word. From past 
actions it appears that the editors of the catalogues would be on the side of the 
collectors, as there are precedents for the refusal to list adhesives which the cata­
loguers believed to have been issued for the sole purpose of selling to the unwary 
collector rather than legitima.te postal needs. (H. D. S. H.) 
Letter To The Editor 

Keep 'em Ignorant 

Colonialism as practiced in Africa by England and France in contradistinc­
tion, let us say; to that by either Belgium or Portugal was distinguished in the 
case of the first two by their willingness to disseminate knowledge. It is a fact, 
on the other hand, that when the Congo was granted its independence by Belgium, 
so illy prepared were the Congolese, only a pitiful few had even so much as a 
high school education. Of doctors, lawyers, legislators, engineers - not one. 

A strong and painful parallel - even to some alarming - may be found to­
day in philately, which on being faced with- for want of a better term - the 
pressures of the unwashed masses, proposes to adopt this same attitude of de­
liberate segregation of the hordes and their planned ignorance. 

Yet the masses in philately are nu.merically dominant. Also the chances are 
they represent the major share of the buying power in philately today. But these 
masses are naive tyros, beginning collectors who have swarmed to the hobby in 
the past 20 lush years and have succeeded in nothing more notable than to jog to 
irritability the placid, smugly content insiders. 

The masses or novices are being mercilessly exploited - by an ever-growing 
number of unethical and corrupt, often fly-by-night dealers; by a small group of 
unscrupulous connivers who have wangled philatelic agencies from avaricious and 
unmoral postal administrations, and lastly, but far from least, by the studied in­
difference of most of the philatelic press of this country. The press thrives on a 
laissez faire attitude and a willingness to look the other way when the most fan­
tastic philatelic deals are perpetrated to mulct the "great unwashed. " 

It is a sad commentary that the voice of only one paper can be heard in op­
position. It was the late W. C. Fields who topped P. T. Barnum 's observation 
that there is a ' ' sucker born per minute' ' with ' ' yes, and two to take him. ' ' Phi­
lately's share of sucker-takers is in far greater ratio than 2-to-l. But one seldom 
hears a word of demurrage, not from most periodicals and not from most high up 
in philatelic politics. For the periodicals, it is enough for them that their cus­
tomers are usually the sucker-takers. So throughout philately, we have the all­
pervading philosophy - '' Every man for 'theirself' and Jet the buyer beware. ' ' 

Let us also acknowledge that a large percentage of these uninformed col­
lectors who form the major segment of collecting today call themselves "topical 
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collectors." The result is that the name has become synonymous with "phi­
latelic ignorance." It is the topical co ll ectors, above all others, who are being 
kept segreg·ated, kept in ignorance and therefore easil y and shameless ly mulcted. 
'l'hc rest of informed philately stands uneasily by, too craven to raise a Yoice, too 
self-preoccupied to see where its duties obviously point. 

This raucous baby wh en need be is advised that "for you topicalists, there 
are no rules. Collect the way you want, it 's a ll in f un. " With this, they are 
encouraged to go their blissful way- fools whom philately joins in fooling. 

All serious discussions by critics of this huge segment of buying power in 
philately recognize its existence - and depreciate it. These critics are destruc­
t ive since they make no constructive, needed suggestions as to how the masses 
may improve themselves. Instead, suggestions flow forth as to how philately 
ma~· best void itself of this ''stone in its throat. '' 

So distinguished a dealer, philatelist and commentator as Edwin Mueller in 
his " Mercury Journal " r ecently proposed in all seriousn ess that separate cat­
alogues be printed for topical collectors. These proposed "topical catalogues,'' 
in effect, would be devoid of any philatelic information whatever but would con­
fine their contents to a rather prosaic pictorial representation of n ew issues as 
they appear. This is typical of the present thinking by those who regard with 
horror the creeping topical menace. 

The panacea offered ? Keep 'em ignorant, keep them separate. In fact, 
don't even ask them to read. Just show 'em pictures. In fact, give them their 
own catalogues and divorce them as completely as possible from those who dwell 
in ivory towers. Otherwise, the thinking goes, the masses will prove the vulner­
able flank of philately, one that is exposed to the growing number of wolves and 
the growing daring of their lupine attacks. Just how philately proposes to sur­
vive, sa ns a flank, the higher ups do not say. They have suggested amputation 
but hard ly surviva l. 

The point of view taken by the writer is a stra ightforward one that can hard­
]~- be contested. It is simply this: a topical collector, upon acquiring a stamp, 
shoul d know as much about it from a philatelic standpoint as might be expected 
of an~· other student of stamps. In addition, he must also have the extra know­
ledge we now refer to as topical. v\That can possibly be wrong with extra know­
ledge ? Surely in the case of the air mail collector , it is not unreasonable to ask 
of him to know something of air mail rates, air routes, the methods of stamp pro­
duction as well as the historical and social significance of the air post. But why 
bea t a dead horse? 

The topical collector must be able to add to his fund of knowl edge both the 
sa lient philatelic fea tures of his sta mps as well as their topical story. The two 
eannot be d iYorced and such a split must not be encouraged by sophisticated non­
topicalists. 1.'hi~ last is impera tive. The biggest pitfall lying ahead for topical 
philately is this insistence by those who ought to know better that topical and 
philatelic knowl edge cannot, and need not, go hand in hand. This is typically 
divisive advice. 

But even more abrasive is the presumptuous suggestion that every topicalist 
is not interested in philatelic knowledge and that no topicalist could possibly 
want a catalogue such as those now printed by Scott, Gibbons and the others. 
It is undermining to suggest that a topicalist would be best suited with a catalogue 
tailored to the ignorance thrust upon him by that fa r better informed but minor­
ity segment calling itself ''classical philatelists. '' 

Do not misunderstand. There is no disposition here to quarrel with classical 
philately or any other kind of scholasticism with less high-sounding adjectival 
ciualifications. The informed philatelist is the backbon e of our hobby, albeit at 
t imes givin g rise to the impression the backbone is mainly guava jelly. 
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It is the inform ed and inner circle that runs p]1ilately. Give credit where 
due. Th e inner circle organizes the big shows, labors unstintingly and unreim­
burscd to found and operate an adjunct as invaluable as the Philatelic Founda­
tion , puts together and makes tick such an illru,;trious institution as the Collectors 
Club, sponsors publications such as the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEI .. IS'l' and various 
handbooks financed by the Steinway Fund. Make no mistake - without the 
r eal students, the r eal laborers, th er e would be no philate ly as we know it. 

But to keep all this a private preserve, to keep this closed to the unwashed 
who ar e being, we insist, callously left to their ignorance-inspired devices, is to 
shirk one's duty as an informed member of philately. vVe do not propose that 
all phil atelists become Gallahads. But surely ther e is some point between ex­
tremes, a point where we ought all take upon ourselves the not-too-unreasonable 
assignment of lending a helping hand. It is a duty to spread a little of the beams 
of truth and knowledge. It is a duty to pass knowledge along and not shirk the 
r esponsibili ty of so doing. Surely this problem of the ignorant masses is never 
going to be solved by creating artifical appendages to the philatelic body proper 
which will shrivel to ugly, valueless excrescences by withholding li fe-giving know­
ledge from them. 'l'his, in effect , is nonetheless seriously proposed. 

lt boi Is down to this: advise and show the topicalist what is expected of him ; 
w}iat it is possible fo r him to learn, and to show, in a philateli c sense. Present 
J1im a chall enge. Accept him in exhibitions only on the basis that he has mastered 
the intricacies of the hobby. Do not feed him the pap of ignomnce and encour­
age his being kept separate. Do not make of him a laughing stock, openly patro­
nized, p r·ivately despised and widely victimized. Exclusivity of membership in 
philately will tend towards a too-highly esoteric and self-perpetuating group of 
intell ectual snobs. 

Since it is necessa ry to walk before learning to run, all philately must help 
the beginnin g collector to walk. This means guidance for him, practice by him. 
( ;uidance, and ensuing practice, can be fostered only by those who have been 
through the mill. ·what is needed from those who have already learned is that 
meas ure of bignes.<; that compels the knowledgable to give of themselves that very 
small part that is necessary to set the bewildered n eophyt e's foot down the path 
to knowl edge. 

Yet those we have charged with such a responsibility apparently have for­
gotten they, too, wer e once taken in hand and shown, somewhere in the misty past. 
l\Ian isn 't born with th e knowledge that one never spits to windward but to lee­
ward; he learns it by painful empiricism or, more often, and more easily, by tl1e 
experience of others. Yet one who shall be nameless told us, .. I 'm darned if 
I will teach. I 'm tired to death of teaching. Let 'em learn for themselves ... 

\Vell , the world is presently fi lled with a generation of brigands who learned 
for themselves - the wrong wa y. They learned in the gutters of the world, and 
lrnving leamed, they disseminate their philosophy - what you want, take! Hei­
nous as this oversight in its duty wa s, society is r eady to make the same mistake 
with the upcoming generation , r epeating the sa me error gain. So a new and 
more potentially dangerous generation stands r eady to move in also having learn­
ed for itself and, of course, lea rn ed the wrong thin g . A third and then ensuing 
waves of genemtions will come along, each lea rning for itself. '!'heir elders will 
be too tired to ten ch, too immersed in their own pursuits, too enamoured of their 
own iv01·)· towers and too effete to stem the tillc o l' monsters th eir permissive in­
tl i f'fcrcncc spawn ed. 

H nil this is a trirl e cmotio11;1I , 111 c c riti cism is ;1 cceptcd as vnlitl . 'l'o be Jess 
tl1an emotional is not to ca r e. \Vi th many of us toda)·, there is no .longer a ca µa­
<' ity fo r indignation , no longer a feelin g one Wil)- 01· another about a n)·thing. 
No , \\'<' nrc emotional. And it is 11 lot better than eo mplnt·cm-y, smugness nrnl tli e 
st:I ( il SS Lll'illH'C Oll C is, ilt th e \' Cl')' Jcn;;t , om11iscic11t. 

Ira S ecbachcr, Roslyn , N. Y. 
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Brunei 
Its Postage Stamps And Cancellations 

By Howard Lee 

Introduction 

Out-of-the-way and unpopular philatelic entities seem to be those that have 
always gained my interest. In 1954, a search for a new f ield, which could be 
both challenging and inexpensive yet not replete with an annual f lood of new 
issue made especially for t he coll ector , bega n. As that time, while browsing 
through Robson Lowe 's "The Empire In Asia," my eyes lit upon the four-page 
section covering Brunei. 'l'he following statement attracted by attention, 
· ' There is considerable scope for philatelic r esear ch in th e definitive types of 
Brunei." Being a young philatelist wh ose financial means were limited, Brunei 
seemed a specialty within my philatelic budget open to study. 

At the outset, being in experienced, it did not occur to me to contact British 
dealers, and for several years my material was obtained exclusively in th e United 
States. On the other hand, the British collectors do not seem to think it worth­
whil e to investigate the stamp trade on this side of the .Atlantic. As a r esult, 
within a three-year period, man y items were obtained here and abroad so that 
I had formed what appeared to a buddin g philatelist like a vcrr representative 
collection of Brunei. 

The scarcity of Brunei material bears no relation to ib; market price. For 
example, 100 copies were printed of Brunei Scott No. l a ( the l e with black 
overprint), which sells for a very small frac tion of nited States Scott No. C3a 
( the inverted center air mail ) also where 100 copies were printed. Some of the 
Brunei stamps and town cancellations are exceedingly difficult to find. \Ver e 
this British protectorate a more popular field, obviously prices would better 
reflect this r elative sca rcity. However, this makes for the joy of the hunt, since 
f inan cial resources alon e cannot secure all Brunei ma terial desired. 

Occasionally in this article there will be a notation that an item " is not 
common. " Anything is considered "common" if it appears frequently at 
auction or can be found in many dealers ' stocks. An uncommon stamp, variety 
or cancel is one rarely seen, of which only a few copies are known as present . 
Perhaps as a result of this article, more material may be uncovered, and some 
of the ''uncommon '' items may become ''common.' ' 

The available information on Brunei is not centralized in one handbook. 
Therefor e, this article will attempt to consolidate what has previously been 
published with the addition of the author 's own observations from his studies. 

All postal r ecords in Brunei were destroyed during the J apanese occupation 
from 1941 to 1945. Prior to that time, very few philatelists seem to have been 
interested in Brunei. Now that some small interest has arisen, the questions 
which come up must be answered by observation of the material alon e. Still to 
be determined ar e the elates of issue for each pre-war stamp and the opening 
date for each pre-war post office. Post-occupation records are complete as to 
the stamps, and reasonably so in r egard to the postmarks and cancellations 
after 1945. 

Geography And History2 

Brunei is an independent Sultanate on the northwest coast of Borneo, 
forming two enclaves into Sarawak (see map ) . It covers approximately 2,200 
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square miles in area with a population of some 80,000, of which 16,000 live in 
Brunei town and 26,000 in the oilfields. About 80% of th e population is in­
diginous to the area with the balance being mainly Chinese. The Brunei Shell 
Petroleum Co., Ltd. operates the oilfields in the Seria area. P etroleum revenue 
from this field accounts for the bulk of the state's income. 

At one time Brunei was a powerful state. By the sixteenth century, her 
sovreignity extended over all of Borneo, the Su lu archipeligo, and various other 
islands, including some of the Philippines. The Portuguese visited Brunei in 
1526, and subsequently other European nations began making contacts th ere. 
From that time on Brunei 's power began to wane. 

By the early 1800 's her territory had dwindled to include only what is now 
Sarawak and a part of British North Borneo. In 1841 Sarawak proper was 
given to James Brooke in return for his services to the Sultan of Brunei. 
Labuan was ceded to Great Britain in 1846, and in 1877 North Borneo was 
transferred to the North Borneo Company. Further cessions were made at 
later dates to both Sarawak and North Borneo, reducing Brunei to her present 
size, much smaller than four hundred years ago. 

In 1847 the Sultan entered into a commercial treaty with Great Britain; 
in 1888 the state was placed under British protection . A British Resident was 
appointed in 1906 and from that date, progress, both social and economic, 
becomes evident. Brunei, however , remained in the backwash of the commercial 
stream until oil was discovered in 1929. This brought prosperity. 

On December 16, 1941, the Japanese invaded Brunei, landing at th e Seria 
oilfields, and occupying Brunei town six days later. The Allies began the re­
occupation on June 10, 1945, with a landing at Muara, completing their control 
in September of that year after the Japanese surrender. The area was under 
the control of the British Military Administration until July 6, 1946 when it was 
formally handed over to the Civil Authorities. In 1959 the post of British 
Resident was abolished, concurrent with th e establishment of a new constitution. 

At present, Brunei r emains a British Protectorate, but is preparing for full 
independence. It is highly prosperous, due to oil revenues. Current Jiving 
standards are at an all-time peak. Brunei now stands second only to Canada 
with respect to oil production in the British Commonwealth. As a matter of 
interest, these oil revenues recently enabled the Sultan to erect the most modern 
mosque in the world , complete with air conditioning and an elevator to the top 
of the minaret. 

The Local Stamps 

Nothing seems to be known of Brunei's postal service prior to 1895. It is 
assumed that the external mail was relayed via Labuan or by loca l shipmasters. 
A post office was located in Brooketon (l\!Iuara ) which, although located on 
Brunei territory, was under the Sarawak postal administration. The office 
opened about 1895 and Sarawak stamps were used there. 

In 1895 an issue of stamps was produced to cover both the internal and 
external postage to Labuan only. Since Brunei was not a member of the 
Universal Postal Union, additional Labuan postage was required to service the 
mail to points beyond. 

For many years the local stamps were considered bogus. However, in 1935, 
Robson Lowe3 obtained some documents including an agreement dated August 
20, 1894, which clearly indicate th e official status of this first issue. Th e stamps 
were valid for prepayment of postage within Brunei and to Labuan only, the 
mails to and from Labuan being carried on the Sultan's yacht. Although the 
postal rates are not definitely known , it seems evident that the issue probably 
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Fig . 2. The locals used on cover to London from t he Pead sh ipm e nt. The Lab uan adh esive pa id the 
postag e from Labu a n to London. Cance ll e d Br unei , July 22, 1895 ; Labuan July 25, 1895 ; London 
August 26, 1895. 

(All photographs by Bontrelle) 

conta ins at least seve ral need less rnlnes. It is believed that tli e r ate to Sarawak 
was Sc during this period. 

The stamps were produced by a friend of the Sultan, Mr. J . C. Robertson, 
who was manager of the coal min es at Sadong, Sarawak. Rober tson so ld unused 
sets of these stamps dirnctly to the stamp t rade in England. Melville4 has 
written a bout this ea rly "philatelic agency." 

The only covers seen are either from the sa me shipmen t as the cover i llus­
trated here (Fig. 2) cancell ed July 22, 1S95 (First Day n or addressed to 
Mr. P arker at Tottenh am. All of those addressed to Mr. P ead are in the sa me 
handwriting and bea r the same address; all were posted on the sa me elate. Thi. 
also applies to t he Parkrr co rTesponden ce, only those bear a printed address. 
Melvi lle4 reports that the issue was chronicled in February 1S95. Th e initiation 
-0f postal service took p lace in Ju ly 1S95 and over 100 covers were reported 
posted on the first day, t he exact date being unknown.3 H owever, the H cm-y 
Gerrish collection includes a copy elated March 7, 1S95. Th e latest da te of 
usage on this local issue is October 9, 1S99.3 There appears to be a lapse of 
about seven years between this and October 1906 from which no elated town 
cancels or covers appear to have survived. A provisional 4c in manuscript on 
l Oc used in 1904 has been r eported.3 The author has not seen this. It could be 
fiscal usage. 

The local stamps were lithographed on unwatermarked paper, line per­
forated 131/z and printed in sheets of 50 ( 10x5 ) . The denominations are : 

1hc brown 
l e magenta 
2c black 
3c blue 
5c blue-green 

Sc purple 
lOc vermilion 
25c turquoise 
50c pale green 
$1 olive-green 

There is only one cancellation known on this issue (Fig. 3). It is found 
" ·ith a black ink cancel. 
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Fig . 3. The cancellation used on the local issue. 

T he 1906 Overprints 

In connection with the agreement of 1906, whereby a British Resident was 
appointed , p lans were made for a complete postal service. In June 1906, Brunei 
was included in the Straits Settlements Loca l Postal Union. P ending receipt of 
the definitive stamps, a provisional issue was prod uced to be used at the inaugura­
tion of postal se1·vice on October 11, 1906. 

'l'he contemporary chroni cles report that the l e, 2c, 3c and Sc denominations 
were placed on sale October 11, 1906 (a 'l'hursday) and the seven r emaining ones 
on October 17th. "Gibbons tarn p 'l'Veeklr "" r eports the first four-mentioned. 
nilues were issued on October 15th (a i\'Londay ) . No copy showing 1906 usage has 
been seen. The earliest datestamp known to the author is J anuar y 2, 1907 . One 
explanation for the dearth of 1906 dates may be that the Sarawak post office at 
Brooketon was used in preference to the Brunei post office until Brooketon was 
ta ken O\'e1· by Brunei early in 1907. 

There was considerab le loca l speculation in th e 1906 issue. This, plus th e 
fact that one British stamp dealer r ece ived about 50% of the stock, resulted in a 
compl ete sellou t of most denominations by March of 1907."" This amassing of 
mint stamps probably accounts for the r elative scarcity of used copies. It is 
reported-! that the l e with black over print was cornered by Joca l postal officials 
before the public was aware of its existence. 

The basic stamps utilized for overprintin g were the last printing of th e 
Labuan definitives on unwatermarked paper, perfornte<l 131/2 only . Sold at the 
post office in sheets of 100 (l OxlO ), all are overprinted " Brunei · ' in red. Nine 
denomin ations have been mad e through th e use of an add itional snreharge in th e 

Fig . 4 . (left) Posit ion 80 showin g re -entry under " OLO " of " COLONY" on 
vignette. Fig . 5. (right) Position 50 showing plate fl aw above " B" of " LA­
BUAN " o n vignette . 
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same color. This overprinting was don e by the Government Printer in Singapore. 
The plates for both " Brunei. , and the new denominations were set up in frames 
of 50 (10x5), necess itating two runs to complete th e sheet of 100. The same 
''Brunei' ' overprinting plate was used for all denominations. Th e work was <lon e 
with great ca re so that vari eties are fe w, and there are no constant plate errors. 
Slight variations can be noted in the length of the bar ob litera ting the old value, 
whi ch is normally 2lmm long. In addition, there are some constant varieties 
in th e overprints on the new denominations, but all are very minor. These h1wc 
been described in detail by l\1elville.4 

'l'he sheet of th e l e with black oYerprint instead of red is probably a trial 
color proof th at went into the post office stock b.Y oversight. 

Dated ca ncellations prior to April 1907 a re not com mon on this issue. The 
stamps were used on philatelic mail as late as 1908. The common cancellation 
found on this issue is the Brunei town marking. 'l'he on l.Y other obliteration 
known on this se ries during the proper period of currency (October 1906-April 
J907 ) is Brooketon. 

The basi c Labuan stamps used for this issue show a 1·c-cnt r_,. on positioH 80 
(Fig. 4 ) and a p late f law on position 50 (Fig. 5) o[ the Yignette plate. 

Color (per Seo /I C11!1ilog1t c) :Yu111b c1· 
Denomination Frnm e l'ignel fe 0 t'Cl'prinl cd 
l e Viol et Black ) 4,900 

Pal e Yiol ct Black ) 
T\VO CENTS on 3c Brown Black 15,000 
TWO CENTS on 8c Orange Black 5,000 
3c BL'Own Black ,000 
FOrR CENTS on 12c Yellow Black 20 ,000 
FIVE CENTS on 16c Orange brown Green 5,000 
8r Orange Black 8,000 
TEN CENTS on 16c Orange brown Green 9,000 
2!) CEN'l'S on 16c Orange brown Green 2,000 
THIRTY CENTS on 16c Orange brown Green 2,000 
FIFTY CENTS on 16r Orange brown C:recn 2,000 
ONE DOLLAR on Sc Orange Black 2,000 

Black overprin t 
l e Violet Black 100 

l' arieties : 

TvVO CENTS on 3c - Overprint "Brunei " double on fifth horizontal 
row. 
Sa me sheet shows tenth r ow without OY erpL'int. 

TWO CENTS on 8c - Surcharge '' 'fWO CENTS '' double on fifth hori ­
zontal row. Sarne sheet shows tenth row without 
surcharge. 

Faint and partial double surcharges are occasionall.v seen . These are due 
to slight movem ent of the plate during overprinting. They are not compl ete 
double overprints, but are more in the class of " kisses .. , 

There are no plate numbers on the Type 1 sin gle plate sheets. 

The Definitive Types 

In the forty-five year period between 1907 and 1952, two designs sufficed 
for Brunei's stamp needs, and the sa me printing plates were used throughout 
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Fig . 6. Block of four of the overprints showing 
control No. 409 in the upper right margin . 

this pel'iod . Type 1 (F'ig. 7 ) was printed from single as well as key and duty 
plates; Type 2 (Fig. 8) was printed front single pla tes onl y. All were printed 
b,,. De La Rue. The method of manufa cture of th ese pl a tes is described in the 
book, " De l ,a, Rue History .' 'H In the case of the frame and the single plates, a 
ma ster pl ate with bl ank value tablets in each corner an<l at the bottom of each 
subject wa s r oll ed down in th e normal manner , and from this, lea d impr essions 
were taken un der 11 yclraulic pressure. On th ese lead impressions, a copper elec­
trotype wa s g rown , an<l then on each fi nished working pl ate, th r Ya lues were 
engraved by pantograph in one oper ation. Both t ypes \rere printed in sheets 
o r 60 - Type 1 (12x5) but Type 2 (6x10 ). 

T>yo r e-entri es have been found in the master fra me plate ot Type 1 by 
George South. 7 These re-entries appear in all frame p late printings of all va lues. 
H owever , by the tim e of th e J931 printings of th e 30c an<l $1 denominations, th e 
frarnelincs had been r ecut so t hat one of these r e-entries has disa ppeared . 

'l'wo vignette plates also wer e used. The first is number ed " 1 " in a 11 four 
corn ers of the sheet , the second " 2 ' · in the right mar gin next to position No. 36. 
(l•'ig. 9) . H . F . J ohnson8 describes and illustrates the plate vari eties on vignette 
pl ate X o. 1. George South did th e same with Yignette plate No. 2.0 

Proofs 

Th e followin g proofs of the basic plat es are known. They arc described by 

Fig. 7. {left) Type I Fig . 8. (center) Type 2 Fig . 9 . {right) Vignette plate No . 2 
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C:eorge South in '"l'he Sarawak Journal. " 10 

l\. ey and Dnty Plates: 
1. Artist 's working proof of frame and vignette mounted on card, with 

value 25c in each corner inserted by hand. Dated "June 7th 06" and 
endorsed in pencil "not to be followed for view" and, in ink, "To be 
printed in two colours as design in two colours.'' 

2. Die proof of frame in red with all value tab lets in blank, and centel' 
vignette in black (unfinished) . 

3. Die proof in black of vignette in unfinished state. 
-!. Die proof in black of vignette in finished state dated " 16 J. ul 1906. " 

Single Plates : 
1. Undenominated die proof in black. It has been cut down and all that 

can be read of the date is '' 25 Sep 19 ... '' 
2. Undenominated plate proof in violet on unwateL"marked paper (Fig. 10 ). 
3. Plate proof of the 3c in slate, imperforate, on thick unwatermarked 

paper (Fig. 11 ). This also comes overprinted " Specimen." These 
are printer's samples. 

4-. The Royal Collection in Buckingham Palace, London has an essay o[ 
the 6c, Type 2, dated November 8, 1923. Artist's drawing on glazed 
card, the corner squares and values painted in white on solid ground . 
.. Postage" and " Revenue" was painted in wh ite, the rest largely photo­
graphic and touched up. Its color is black. 

The 1907 Definitives 

This series was r eceived in Brunei during January 1907 and " Specimen ' · 
copies were in circulation at that time. The stamps are generally assumed to 
have been released in February 1907, because an early article11 reported the 
earliest date seen on any stamp as February 26, 1907. There is no mention in 
that article, however, of the denomination on which the February 26, 1907 date 
was seen. The various stamps were probably released as the supply of the pro­
visionals, which they were to replace, became exhausted. The entire series was 
certainly in use by April 1907, since contemporary periodicals have listed the 
eompJcte set by that time.1 2

•
13 

Co\'ers used within the proper period (before this ·cries was replaeed by the 
Yarious eolor changes ) are not common, nor are single copies with cancel lat ions 
dated prior to J\'lay 1907. 

Golor proofs exist o[ th e le in the issued colors oi all denominations. 'l'hese 
a re printed on th e r egular paper watermarked Crown CA. The majority ai:c 
gummed. 10 All are imperforate. 

(l eft to right) Fig . 10. Undenom inated plate proof. Fig . 11 . Pr inte r' s sample . Fig. 12 . " Specim e n" 
ove rprint o n 1907 iss ue. A nd Fig . 13. "S peci men" overprint measur ing JJ1fi x21fi m.m. 
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8 pecimen copies are overprinted in black, the overprint measurin g 13%x 
2Yzmm. (Fig. 12). 

The le, 2c and 3c are also know n on paper with reversed watermark. 
The 1907 Issue. Iiine perforated H , ·w atermarked Crown CA. Vignette 

Plate 1. 

Color (Scott Catalogne) 
Denomination 

l e 
Frame 

yellow green 
red 

Vignette 
black 
bl ark 
black 
black 
black 
bl ack 
black 
bl ack 
purple 
green 
slate 

Earliest Cancel Date R eported 

2c 
3r 
-l:e 
5c 
Sc 

lOc 
25c 
30c 
50c 
$1 

red brown 
lil ac 
ultramarine 
light orange 
dark green 
yellow brown 
black 
brown 
slate 

The 1908-1911 Color Changes 

March 13, 1907 
March 13, 1907 
:March 13, 1907 
April 20, 1907 

April 20, 1907 

The colors of five denominations were changed in 1908 and 1911. The l e 
and 3c, although a ltered to mono-color printin gs, continued to be printed from 
the same frame and vignette plates. Second printin gs were also made of the 
.J.c and 5c. The perforations r emain lin e H and papet· watermarked Crown CA. 

A lt hough Brunei did not become a member of the Universal Postal Union 
nntil January 1, 1916, mail was carried internationally from at least 1910 bear­
ing on ly Brunei adhesive stamps. Covers with th e stamps li sted in accompanin g 
'!' able 1 are found paying such usage. 

Ca.Cf\ rJ I VIGN!:TTE ISSUED EARLIEST DATE 
SPECIMEN FRAME VIGN!:TT PLATE NO. SEEN 

'I { l gree n g reen 1 J une lZ, 1908(4) Novemb er 4 , 1908 

2 { 2 brown b h ck 1,2 April 5 , 1911(4) 191 1 

Al t hough vigne tte: pl a te No . 2 was used for t he !ira l pr i nting, 
plate No . 1 na used t or subsequent early pr i n tings, fol l owed 
again by pl ate No . 2. Th is 2' stamp was c urr ent unli l 1924. 

Ji 1 red red 1 , 2 June 12 ,1908(4-) 

ti.• 3 r ed- b l ac k 2 
violet 

St l deep black 2 June 12 , 1908(4) 
orange · 

A. pai r wlth t he traae pa r tiall y \i oubhd h Hated i n 
t he Roya l Co 11 ectl on . 

St 3 ll ght bl ac k I 
orange 

The f rame h th• •a•• color as that or t h• Bt 1907 haue . 

8t 2 indi go · b lue 2 Oct. ( 7) . 1908 

*Specimen o\·erprints as Figure 12. 
u specimen overprints measuring 13 Y,x2 Y, mrn (Figure 13 ) . 

""**Specimen overprints do not exist, to the bes t of my knowl edge. 

Novembe r 4, 1908 

June 16, 19 10 

June 12, 190 8 

Jane 13, 191 2 

December 6, 1908 

The l e gr een and 3c carmine were released later in single plate printings, 
r epla cing· th e two plate impressions of 1908. These single plate impressions can 
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be identified as shown in Vig. 1-1: which is taken from ' · 'l' he Stan ley Gib polls 
Catalogue.'' 

Denornination 
le green 

Earliest Canc el 
Aug. 6,1919 

Noles 
l\Ielville-1 reports a pale green shade 
in 1920. A bright green shade is re­
ported in March 192214 

3c carmine Dec. 10, 1917 Melville4 reports a deep red on toned 
paper released February 1916. Grie­
bert1;:; reports '' disti·ibuted the 3c new 
color in July 1917 " 

I 

II 
I. Double plate. Lowest line of sh<l.uing on 

water is dotted. 
II. Single plate. Dotted line of shading re-

1noved. 
Stamps printed in two colours are as I. 

Fig . 14. Distingu is hing marks of the sin gle and double plates , as they appear in the Stanley 
Gibbons catalogue. 

The Hig h Denominations 

The $5 and $25 were placed on sale about December 1910, according to 
Melville.4 Later research and literature has not disproved this. \.Vi th the dearth 
-0f early dated cancellations, it is doubtful if this conjectured date will ever be 
successfully contradicted. The last printings of these two stamps is reported to 
have been in 192-1-,18 but they were in cil'culation until the Japanese occupation, 
the stock of the $25 being held in the Resident's safe. 'l'his $25 denomination 
was primarily intended for fiscal use on real estate transfers. 4 Both stamps 
were printed from vignette plate No. 1, line perforated 14, on paper water­
marked Crown CA. Specimen copies are overprinted as ii lustrated (Fig. 13). 

$25 black on salmon 
$5 carmine on blue 
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Fig . 15. The 5c inserted value . 

T he 1912-1920 Color Changes 

.Additional color changes were made as th e following Tabl e 2 shows. All 
rxce pt th e 30c and $1 are from singl e plates. Again the stamps are line per­
l"oratcd 1-f on papet· waternrnrked Crown CA. Specimen copies ar:c overprinted 
as shown in :F'ig. 13. 

The fi e has a n1riety on position H er e, the upper left va lue tablet was 
r ith er left blank or \.ms muti lated and erased. A new va lue wa s engr aved by 
hand , which can be easily seen. This hand entry appears on a ll p rintin gs of 
the 5c (Fig. 15) until th e design and plate were replaced in 1952. 

Tablt 2 

Dl!ll OMillATI Ol< 
lSSllED EARl.1"£.ST REll.lR!tll 

DATE SEEN 

411! claret. Ap rtl 11,1912<4l Dee . 24, 1912 A later printing In a brighter shade 
was dispatched Ju.ne JO, 1920 . 

5t orange 1 Marc h o r Apr 11 
1916 

BC ultramarine 1916( 4 ) Sep t. I 0 , 19 18 A !urthur shipment was made in 1920 .. 

10 ,! viole t on November 191 2 (!J. ) Coples on white paper are due to 
y ellow cl Jm.atlc condl tlons aff ec llng paper. 

2Si! violet May JO , 191 2 <4 l August 17 ,191 2 A dul 1 s hade was shipped June )0, 1920. 
Earl l est dale s een for latter s had e 
November 6 . 1924. 

JOt orange & !Aareh 18 , 191 2(4) Ma y 27. 19 12 Vignette plates 1 and ·2 were used. 
v i olet 

50t black on gr•cn August 19 12< 16 l Oe t. 9 , 19 12 

so• bl ack on Late 1920 ( 1) Nov. 12, 1921 
blue- gr een 

$1 red & b lack on March 18, 1912<4l Aprll 18, 191 2 Vignette plate No. I. Ma nn (17) reports 
blue vignet t e p late No. 2 also, but th! s 

l at te r has been seen only with the 
Malaya-Borneo ExhlbJtlon ove rprint. 
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T he IOc - 1924 

The final release on Crown CA watermarked paper was the lOc violet on 
buff paper. This coincided with th e first release of other denominations on 
Mult iple Crown Script CA watermarked paper. This JOc stamp is found with 
th e watermark inverted . 

The JOc 's earliest usage known is March 21, 1924. The stamp was used , 
however , for the Borneo Exhibition overprints of ] 922, so it mnst have been in 
the post office vaults for sometime. Srecimen overprints are as shown in the 
illnstration Fig. 20. 

The 1922 Exhibition Overprints 

The Malaya-Borneo Exhibition, which was held in Singapo re, was orene<l 
by H. R.H. the Prince of Wales on :March 31, 1922 (a Friday) . Melville4 re­
ports that the "overprinted Brunei stamps were sold there a day or two later" 
and remained on sale until the exhibition closed on April 17, 1922. The stamps 
were also on sale in Brunei until that date, when all remaining stocks were re­
turned to the Postal Administration for destruction. No definite first day of 
issue has been determined, and earliest cancel dates seen from the latter part 
of April are inconclusive. However, since April 1, 1922 was a Saturday, it 
seems possibl e that the first day of sa le was either April 1st or April 3rd. 

The overprinting was done on the full sheets of 60, the stereo being set 
np in horizontal rows of 6x10. There are two constant flaws, the broken 
"N" occuring in the 6th and 12th vertical rows (Fig. 16 ) and the short 
" I " from the 2nd and 8th vertical rows (Fig. 17 ). 

Copies with da,tes cancelled during April 1922 are not common , while 
covers dated during that month are rarely seen. Specimen copies are not 
known to the "Titer. 

Denomination 
le green 
2c brown and black 
3e carmine 
4c claret 
5c orange 

lOc purple on buff 
25c purple 
50c black on green 
$1 red & black on blue 

Fig. 16. (left ) The broken " N " in "BORNEO." 

Fig. 17. ( right) First " I" short in " EXHIBITION ." 

Printed 
single plate 
vignette plate No. 2 
single plate 
singl e plate 
single plate 
single plate 
single. plate 
single plate 
,·ignette plate No. 2 

(To Be Continued) 

Overprinted 
15,120 
10,800 
10,500 
10,020 
10,080 

9,720 
7,260 
6,000 
6,000 

Sold 
15,099 
10,721 
10,399 

9,956 
9,969 
9,618 
7,236 
5,494 
5,272 
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United States 
A "First Day" 1847 Cover 
By C. C. HarF 

Our 18-!7 issue of stamps is unique in that it is the onl~- one of the Un ited 
States that had two definite first <lays of use - an official first day of legal use 
and th en later an official first day of illegal use. July 1, 18-!7, is the first <la~­
of issue and, of course, the f irst <lay of legal use. Ilowevcl', no cove rs are known 
or either the 5c or lOc used this early, or for several days thereafter. 

Equally interesting are stamps used on and after July 1, 1851, because the 
18-+7 issue had been offi cial~· demonetized and were no longer valid for postage as 
of that date. The cover illustrated is a fo lded letter dated June 30, 1851, and 
postmarked ' ·July 1. " ThC'I'efore, here is a '·first day 184 7 cover" cancell ed on 
the first day of illegal use (a new use of the popular term, " First Day! ") 

~'¥­
vi-~~ 

{! ~ 
--·- ·-c-. j 

The Sc 1847 used on a cover postmarked July I, 1851. Lited as Number I. {Author's collection) . 

In 19-!8 a series o[ 11ine articles entit led "The C. S. Eighteen Forty-sevens 
-some Comments" by t he late Stanley B. Ashbrook appeared in " 8tamps. " 
One of the subjects he commented upon extensively was this late or illegal use. 
Mr. Ashbrook described eighteen covers and these form the main body of' the 
following list. To these original eighteen one can now add fifteen more for a 
total of thirty-tlll'ee. 

The following tabulation starts with July 1, 1851, and proceeds in chron o­
logica l onler to the latest use in 1863. An ast<.'risk (*) indicates the eighteen 
illt'g;a l <·on·rs reported b~· A:hbmok in 19-tR. 

Thirty-Three Covers Listed 

1. ,Tnly J, 18Gl - Gc c·over. Postmm·ked New York to Naugatuck, Connec ti-

" C'1"cighto11 C. Ifart of K ::t n ,;:1,; C'ity, :'.fo. 11·ns nwnrded th<' COLLECTORS CLl'B ::\IEDAL 
i"lJl" HHil for hn1·i11g presc·11te(] the best pt"ogrnrn Hil d l C'C IUl"C (]uri11g that yc:ir on th e r. s. 
184i issue. 
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cut. (Bee illustratioll ) 
2. July 4, 1851 - part cover. 5c stamp tied. with black concentric circles 

cancellation. Postmarked Kingston , Canada and used with 3 pence Cana­
dian stamp. 

•::·3. July 16, 1851 - co\'e'I:. 5c stamp tied with small black Boston "Paid" 
grid. Addressed to New Bedford. 

'!.'4. .July 28, 1851 - lOc cover. Postmarked Montreal, Canada to New York 
CitY. Cun·ed "Canada " and. curved " Paid. " 

G. Aug·ust 1, 1851 - lOc cover. Postmarked " New York -U.S. Express 
Mail'' on a letter addressed to Boston. 

7. .August 24, 1851 - 5c cover. Postmarked Ft. Union , New Mexico to 'Wash­
ington , D. C. 

·:'' 8. September 4, 18Gl - lOc cove1·. Postmarked Montnal, Canada to New 
York City with the curved "Canada " and the curved " Paid." 

9. September 6, 1851 - 5c cover . Postmarked " Boston 3cts" and tied with 
a small black Boston PAID grid to Great Falls, N. H. 

·::·10. September 6, 1851 - 5c cover. Postmarked with the New York postmark 
of four bars. 

11. September 11, 1851 - 5c coyer. Postmarked \Vallingford, Connecticut 
to Columbus, Ohio. 

12. September 23, 1851 - 5c part cover. Postmarked Quebec, Canada to New 
York. Used with 3c Canadian beaver stamp. 

·::·13. October 12, 1851 - Ge cover . Postmarked black Kalamazoo to Detroit , 
Mich. In manuscript besid es the stamp "Old Stamp" - Good for Nix" 
and a black "5" to show five cents due. 

H. October ( ?) , 1851 - lOc cover . Postmarked Huntsvill e, Alabama to Phila­
delphia. 

JG. November 5, 18G l - Two copies lOc rrnd one Ge on cove r. Postmarkcll 
Pl1iladelphia to England. 

JG. December 4, 1851 - 'l'hree copies of the lOc on cover. Postmarked " Pan 
& San Fran S. S." on lette r from P eru to Mexico. 

·::·17_ January 26, J852 - Cover r eported by Philip Ward as being in the f:ibson 
collection. 

•::·rn . March 1, 1852 - Ge cover. Post1muked from Santa Fe, New l\lexico to 
l\lt. Verno11, New Hampshire. 

*:'19. Jun e 22, 18!12 - lOc cover. Postmarked Montreal , Canada to New York 
with a euncd '·Canada and the nd curved · ' Paid. '' 

(End uf fir:>l 12 monlh:s) 

'''20. July 27 , 1852 - Ge eo\'cr. .Postmarkecl Boston to UreenlanJ, N. lI. anJ 
tied by large Boston ' ' Paid '' grid jn black. 

·:''21. September Hi , 1852 - 5c cover. Postmarked Cannonsbury, Pa. to ]_,cx­
ington, Kentucky. Also a l e stamp of the 1851 issue (from Plate One 
Early ) to pa y the 6c rate. "NO GO" in manuscript and then crossed out. 

'''22. September 2G , J 8:")2 - Gc· c·ovc r. Postmarked New York in black ink to 
Chillicothe, Ohio. HO'tcl llow1ml illnstration on the ba ck flap of the bufI 
euvelope. 

•::':23. October 2, J 8:):2 - :)c: tO\"l' I". l•'rn m the same eorresponde11cc arnl similar 
to the J>rec:eccling l"m·er (No. :22 ) llatcd September 2G, J 8G2. 

2-J.. .IUanlt 9, 18!i3 - lOe rnn·1·. Postmarked J·amestow11, 'l'ennesscc in mamL­
seript addtessecl to the P ension Orficc at KnoxYill. Covet· in Yer.r poor 
(·ondition aml t>x-Pres. Frnnkli11 D. Roosc\·elt. eollcction. 

'"':! :). ~\ngnst 23, 1803 - lOt t<l\"er . Postmarked Unllas, Oregon Tcr . to \Yater ­
t own , Massa chnsetts. 
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*'.W . l\Lay 6, 185-1- - 5e cover . Po ·tmal'ked Ghal'l esto11 , S. C. 
27. July J-1., 1854 - Ge cover. Postmarked Bagletown , Al'k. in manuscript to 

Washington, D. C. The stamp is not tied and is cancelled with a small 
pen '' x. '' 

*28. January 1, 1856- 5c cover . P ostmal'ked Exeter , N. Y. to San Francisco, 
Calif. and is used with a 3c 1851 and two l e 1851 type IV all tied by black 
pen cancel. 

f'29. l\Lay 17, 1 56 - 5c pair on cover. Postmarked Tehama , Calif . to \Vash­
ington, D. C. 

+!30. J anuary 4, 1858- 5c cover. Postmal'kcd Philadelphia to New York used 
with a l e and a 3c 1857 issue. 

'"' 31. July 6, 1858 - 10c covel'. Postmarked Portl and , Me. to Pol'tland , l\Le. 
used with two l e and one 3c 1857 stamps on a large legal size envelope. 

32. J anuary 8, 1862- 5c cover. Postmarked Augusta, Georgia to Estonia, 
Georgia to pay the 5c Confe<lcrate l'ate for less than 500 miles. 

33. Nevember 20, 1863 - 10c cover. Postmarked with a bJ.ack " Steamship 10 " 
to Templeton , Mass. 

Study The Dates And Cancels 

If one takes ·pec ial note of the dates of the CO\' ers in th e abO \'C list, it is be­
Jie\'ed he will see a postal history story. Sixteen of the covers were <luring the 
Jirst four months of illegal m;e and fa·om then on usages wer e less freq uent. Also 
one will see that twenty covers wer e used during the first twelve months after 
demonetization (Ju ly 1, 1851 to Jul y 1, 1852 ) , and after that such CO \'ers appear 
on a decr easing and irregu lar basis. 

One should take special notice of the town markings and also oi' the cities to 
whieh the covers arc add 1·essed . Of the thirty-three covers, fifteen were mai led 
(' it het· to or i'l'om New York G it~-, Boston 0 1· Phi ladelphia. These three eities 
were at that tim e th e largest busin ess centers in the countl',\". Thirteen of th e 
covers arc addressed to or Jrom New York City includin g one b~' th e specia l 
.. U. S. Express Mail." 

These CO\' ers a ttract attention for two important r easons. In th e Jirst place, 
Hobert l\l orris, the Postmaster in New York Cit,\·, was g·enera ll y consulted for 
posta l inl'ormat ion b.\· other po1;trn.asters, who wrote l\rorris l'ath cr than to the 
l'ost Offil'e lkpa rtnwnt in \Vashing·ton , D. ('. T his is show11 i11 his <·Ol'l 'l'spond­
l'll<'L' rcl'cntl.r publishPd ."' ~l'COJH l ly , fin· of t hesc clcve 11 cover;; show Jorciga 
mail usage from C;111ad;~ to New Yol'k City aml were t ints subjeet to more 1han 
th e usual scrutiny. 'l'hc J8-l-7 stamps 011 Jive oI theHe covers were p laC'ed OIL tl1e 
Jettcrn in Cana<la bel'o rc they were mail ed to the l 'nited States to JWY the l'. ~ . 
portion of the postage from t he Ca nadian border. 

All of these three large post offices accepted as val id the payment of postage 
by these illegal stamps. One naturall y aslrn, "Why ~" 

Mr. Ashbrook wondered i f: the or der to demonetize were ever countc~·manded. 
]t is doubtful , bee a use the post office r ecords ha \·e been intensely searched, 
and if ,; uch an ordcl' lrn<l bl'<'n issw•d it wou ld su l'ely have been found. So th e 
m~·ste r·:· l'emains wh,\· 11 0 df'ol't· was m;Hl <· to en f'or·l'c t he <lcmonctization ol'<l<'l'. 

Disregard Of Demonetization Order 

l[ t 11r Postmaster Ul' nern I had bee n .. LlcaJ scrions .. a bout his order, lie 
should have, and undonbtl'<ll .\· would l1a\' C, seen to it that propel' public notiee 
in the news.pa-per was g·i\'Cll to this. Publicit:· in man ~· newspaper notiecs is gen­
erally known when the 18!i7 iss1H· was demon eti zed . 

*"Robl'rt ~[orri s , l'oslm:ister of X ew York," i.Jy \\' . ~ - Hoggs, Collcrto1·s Cl ulJ, New Yo rk. 
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lt is belie\'ed that the r eason fo l' the demonetization on.let· was that t he dies 
and plates of th e 1847 issue remai11 ed in the hands of th e printers al'ter t heir 
contract expired and was not renewed. At an~- rate, all future gove,rnment con­
tracts provided th:it dies, plates and transfer rolll ers were government propert~­
and were to be deliver ed to the Post Office Department at th e end of the con­
tract , thus correcting this essential ommission in the first government contract 
with Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson. 

The local postmasters' utter indifference to a nd disregard of the Postmaster 
(; eneral 's order indicates that somehow thcY kn ew that the order was a defensi\·e 
measure on!~-, and that the head o[ th e r.·s. Post Office Department neYer in­
tended to enforce it except in the unlike ly e\·ent of unauthorized stamps myste­
riousl.Y appearing pTinted from th e old plates. Thus, it seems logical to conclude 
that even though the Postmaster General gave an o l'ficia l order demon etizing th e 
18-17 issue, it mm;t have been only for the r ecord . The official attitude r egard­
ing th e postmasters was that the 1847 issue continued to be valid for posta ge . 

.It should be noti ced that cover No. 13 is the only one where the 1 47 stamp 
was not recognized as valid. This was at Kalamazoo, then a small western fron­
tier town in 1851. The postmaster at Cannonsblll'y, Pa ., (cO\·e r No. 21 ) wrote 
"NO 00" intending at first not to r ecognize the 5c 1847. .Apparently afte r 
furt her thought, he r easoned it was rather callous on his part not to r ecognize a 
United Sta.tes stamp for which the Post Office Departm ent had received five 
cents in pa~·ment. Ile then crossed out the "NO GO" and the 5c stamp of 1 47 
\\'aS recognized as pa~·ing five cents of the six-cent postage rate. 

This article brings to date Ashbrook's 1948 list and includes new ones o.f all 
th e il legally used cove'l'S known to the writer. An.r coll ector having an 1847 
stamp on cover used after June 30, 18Gl , pl ease r eport it so that it can be in cluded 
in the tabulation now being made. It is planned to publish fmther information 
in this magazine. Pl ease send your inforrn:ition to C. C. Ilart, 911 Comm <.'ree 
Building, Kansas City 6, l\Cissouri . 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following : 

Die Briefmarken L'On Onmjefr eis laat by Hans \'On Rudolphi, H ert 4 der Schri[­
tenreih e l'J eues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde. Arbeitsgemeinseha[t 
)/eues Handbuch der Bricfmarkenkunde B. V ., Frankfurt am l\lain. Cour­
tesy o[ the publishcl' . (Uerrnan) 

Arizo11 a J.' crritoru l'ost Of fic es and Post11111sl ers by John and ].J i Ilia n The bald. 
The Arizona Ilistorica I l•'ou n<la tion , Phoenix, Arizona. 

La Posl c Maritim e f!'r1111 i.: aise, Tome l , ].Jes Entrees l\laritimes ct 1.Jes Bateaux a 
Yapeur , edited and published b_,. Raymond Salles, Paris, France. (Freneh ) 

Co1111)e.c 1962 Catalogue. Courtesy of Dr. James J. l\[atejka, Jr. 
P hilatelic Journals. Uil:t of l\lr . Sol ·Whitman. 
J.'hc lnterpostals of Egupt 1864-1892 b,,- Ernest A. Kehr. Publication of Stamp 

·world, Inc. Gift of the author. 
E:;wys of the l11di11 Prorisi01111ls of 1925 b,,- D . Hammond Giles. Published by 

The Philatelic Soe icty or lndia , Bomba~-, India . C:il't oC l\'Ir. Dhirnbhai 
l\Iehta. 

Clrtssic 7!11itcd Sirtll's •'-'lr1111ps 181:3- 1869 b_,. DI' . ('an·oll Cha se. Pnblishe1l b_,. 
H en nan llerst , ,J 1· ., Shrub Oak , '.\! . Y. C'onr1L'SY or tl1e publisl1 e1'. 

('11/11/ogo Ualr ez Pru Pbas !J E11sayos de Esµa1111 1960, edited by l\Ianuel Ual\'ez 
J{odrig-ues. l\I. Ual\'ez, l\ladrid , Spaiu. Comtcsy of the publisher. (Spanish ) 

'!'111· l~'ncyclopardia of British /~' 11111ir c l 'os/r1y c 8/111111)s, 1788-1952, Volume IY , 
. \ ust 1·alasia , edi1L'd b_,- Hobson Lowe. P11hli('at io11 or Robson J..JO \\'C' , Ltd ., 
Lond on, England. UiH ol the nuthor. 
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Afghanistan 

Its Twentieth Century Postal Issues - Part 5 -

By Frank E. Patterson Ill 

( Co11t i 1111ed From Page 155) 

CHAPTER IIB 

The Independence Commemorative Issues 

Th e J esh'n Istiqlal or Independence Celebration commemoratives form a 
special group of interesting stamps. 'l'he individual series may be variously 
inscribed but they bear, with few exceptions, the unifying word "Istiqlal." 
'l' hese stamps are all r egular postal adhesives and arc sold as such at face value 
in all post offices. During their authorized periods of validity, they are ac­
ceptabl e for franking all classes of mail. The writer is not familiar with the 
r egulations covering the early issues but, during the past 25 years, the use of 
these commemoratives on mail posted durin g the celebration period has not been 
mandatory. 

The background of these stamps dates to 1919, when Amir Amanullah 
proclaimed the complete fr eedom of Afghanistan on F ebruary 26th of that 
~· car. This declaration was fol lowed some months later by th e 3rd Anglo­
A fg han war, sometimes known as the ·war of Independence. The conflict ended 
with a. truce effective August 24th, 1919, after which the national independence 
of Afghanistan was ta citly recognized by the British Raj. Th e actual peace 
trea ty wa: not signed until November 22nd, 1921. 

The proclamation date of F ebruary 26th was also the da y on which Ama­
nullah was crowned King and , during· the first scvera l years thereafter, both 
events were jointly celebrated. To further mark the occasion, commemorative 
stamps were prepared for the 1923 affair and were r egularl y issues in F ebruary 
of each year thereafter until the 1929 revolution. The stamp designs featured 
the roya l crest, in honor of the coronation anniversary, and were duly inscribed 
with the appropriate year of independence. The actual day of issue rang·ed 
from the 26th to 28th, due to calendar variations. It has been stated that some 
o[ the early stamps were on sa le for one day only, but this is questioned. Their 
period of validity is not definitely known but was probably one week. 

No record has been noted of any celebration during the short Saqao regime. 
With conditions under Nadir Shah permitting, the next Independence observance 
was held in 1930. However , the celebration was re-scheduled to August 24th, 
the date of the armistice ending the War of Independence, which had previously 
been r ecognized by a simple ceremony only. The new celebration took the 
form of a national fair and fea tured parades, exhibitions and games. Since 
this type of program would not be possible in F ebruar y, when Kabul and much 
of the country is deep in snow, the reason for the change is appar ent. Politi­
cally, also, the move was sound. At th e time Ex-King Amanullah still had 
many fo llowers who talked of r estoring him to the throne. Since Independence 
Day itself was also the anniversary of his coronation, any popular celebration 
on that day would have given opportunities for organized and perhaps violent 
demonstrations. 
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Th e August Indepen<le11 C'l' Celebrations lw,·e J c,·elope<l ornr the yea rs into 
an important feature of th e national li fe . The activiti es now last for a week in 
th e large urban centel's and for three days or more in the smaller communities. 
All goYernment offices close for th e duration , rxccpt th e central post offices 
which remain open for a fc \\· hours each mornin g. Holiday crowds pour into 
the cities to enjoy the extcnsiYe programs or parades, sporting events, exhi­
bitions, colorful decorations and f ireworks disp lays. Public amusements, side­
walk vendors and strolling musicians add to tl1 e festiYc occasion. It is national 
playtime. 

Philatelic recognition of the event wa s r esumed in 1931 when a special 
stamp and postcard were issued. Since th en , onr or more commemoratives have 
been released each year on the first day oE the celebration week. :Normall y 
this is August 24th but varies by a day clue to calendar r elationships. Initi al!~· 
th r stamps were only sold during the jesh'n period , but for the past riftcen 
years or so their sale and use has been authorized for fourteen clays. Hemain­
drrs are th en r eturned to th e TreastU-\' which furnishes th em to the Philatelic 
Offi ce in Kabul wh ere they ar c sold at ·double face until the supply is exhausted. 

It should be noted that only three of all th e jesh 'n comm emorat i,·c stamps 
placed in use since the first appeared in 1923, are true annivcrsar.v issues. In 
nccorclai1cc with local customs common to many Near and l\'Iiclclle Eastern 
peo ples, the Afghans iclrntify a r ecurring elate ·by its consecu tive numerical 
position from the original event, rather than by the ·w estern practice of anni­
versary sequence. Thus the 1923 issue corr ectly honored the 5th Independence 
Day, although it was also tl1 c -Hh anniversary th ereof. The same practice was 
followed for the 6th and 7th Independen ce issues of 1924 and 1925. However, 
the westernizations imported b~· Amanul1ah affected even this reference system 
and the 7th "aimiversary" of Independence was celebrated in 1926. H ence 
the anomally of havin g 7th Independence comm emorative stamps of identical 
design issued in two conseeutive years! The 8th and 9th "anniversary' ' stamps 
foll owed in 1927 and 1928. ·when the jesh'n issues were r esum ed in 1931, the 
commemorative stamp r eleased on th at occasion identified it as th e 13th, re­
verting back to the establish ed local custom. This system has been fol lowed 
in all subsequent years to date, e\·en though word " anniYersa ry " 1-;omctimcs 
erroneously appears in one or t wo stamp designs. 

Except for four issues, all Independence commemoratives through 1958 haYc 
been designed and printed in Kabul. The loca l r eproduction methods empl oyed 
have been typography, halfton e and lithography. Th e degTee of' skill ex­
hibited in transferring the approved drawings to the print-plates nried con­
Hiderably and the issued stamps are not always up to the standards of the 
original con ceptions. 'l'he number ot artists who prepared the designs or th ese 
special issu sis small. (ihulam :Moh 'd Khan designed the 192.t, 1925 and 1926 
stamps, as well as those definitives used for overprinted 1923 series. Th e Je­
signcr of tJ1e 1927 and 1928 issues is unknown to the writer. One of the out­
standing A fghan artists, Abdul Gafour Khan Brishna , prepared th e designs 
for the 1931 to 1947 commemorative issu es inclusive. Those of the 1948, 19-1-9 
and 1950 series were drawn by Jalal Luclin Khan, an official in the Royal 
:Ministry of Communications. H e may have been responsible for some later 
designs. 'rhe bi-colored stamps issued with different overprints in 1951, 1952 
and 1957, were engraved and printed by Vhterlow & Sons, Ltd. of London. 
The names of their designer and engraver ar e not curren tly ava ilable. Detailed 
deseriptions and data on each of th e individual issues are presented below. 

1923 5th I ndependence Day 

The initial Independence comm emora tiYe series appeared 0 11 February 26th 
and consisted of tlie current definiti\'e postage and par·cel post stamps over-
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printed with a broad oval design in dull black or dark blue. The overprint 
has the national seal in the top center, flanked by small arabesques, and curving 
beneath is the jesh 'n legend "Senneh (5 ) daoriyat istaqlal " (5th yearly ob­
servance of Independence) . The year date 1301 appears in the outer border at 
the bottom. Th e design is co lorl ess against a solid background. The impres­
sions are seldom very clear but three separate overprint types can be distin­
guished. In Type I, the background appears plainer and the two vertically­
arrangecl lines on the right are parallel. In Type IT, the corresponding lines 
are at an angle with each other and the orerrtll eff ect is coarser. Type III 
resembles 'Type II bnt has parallel lines and th e date at the bottom is omitted. 
l\lany other differences can be noted. 

The overprint was hanclstamped, probably by the clerk at the post office 
window, and the impressions vary :from the horizontal to the vertical. It is 
known inverted. The design was really too large for the regular stamps and 
the impressions often overlap. Even on the parcel post stamps, which were 
valid for first class mail , the overprint was carelessly applied. Existing covers 
indicate that the handstamp was not only placed on the stamps in sheets but 
also directly on stamps previously affixed to envelopes that were posted during 
th e Independence celebration. (See Fig. 93). It should be noted that the 
postage clue ca ncellations PDC-8A and SB, commonly found on the basic stamps, 
superficially resemble this overprint and are often confused with it. However, 
such cancel lations are long oval in shape, do not have the natioual seal as a 
part of their script design pattern, and rarely docs more than half of the strike 
fall on the stamp. 

The stamps were issued in sheets of 4 (2x2 ) for the 2 paisa, in sheets of 16 
( -b:4) and 20 ( 4x5 ) for the regular postage va lues and in sheets of 2 ( 2xl) for 
the parcel post stamps. The latter may also haYe been issued in block sheets 
of 4. The stamps were typographed, generally on thin hard local wove paper 
and perforated 11 % or 113,4 x imperforate. 

Fig . 93 . A portion of a full cover showi ng t he ove rpri nt a nd ca nce ll a ti o n, whic h is date d Fe b­
ruary 28 , 1923 , Kabu l. 
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Figs. 93a , 93b and 93c 

\Vi th overprint in black (Fig. 93a , b, c) . 

237 Fig. 13 2 paisa black (SGl\I 6/ 26 & 3/ 28 ) 
a blue ovpt (P. 0. collection ) 

238 Fig. 12 JO paisa rose - Type I 
a blue ovpt (LC) 

23, A Vig·. 13 JO paisa rose - Type II (LC ) 
239 Fig. 13 20 paisa lilac brown - Type 1 

a ovpt inverted 
b blue ovpt 

240 Fig. 13 30 paisa blue green 
a tete beche pair 
b ovpt inverted 
c blue ovpt (LC) 

241 Fig. 14 10 paisa dark brown - Type I 
a Type II 

2-t.2 Fig. 14 15 paisa chestnut - Type I 
a Type II 

2-t.3 Fig. 14 30 paisa r eel purple - Type I 
a Type II 

1924 6th Independence Day 

Becrinning with this celebration , a distinctive and appropriate commemor­
ative was issued. 'fhe design consi ·ts of a wide paneled frame with shouldered 
corners and features, inside a victory wreath, the royal crest of the Amir. Th e 
ovcra ll size is approximately 24mmx32mm. The top inscription states " 'l'iket 
postch daolat aleyat Afghanistan " (Postage stamp of the supreme governm ent 
of Afghanistan ). In the bottom panel is written ' · Senneh sheshum daoriyat 
istiqlal " (Sixth year ly observan ce ol' Independence ). The Yalue (ten paisa ) 
appears in the upper left a nd right corn ers in Pashtou a nd Farsi r espectively. 
There arc two types of the desig-n and th ese are most easily differ entiat rd b.\· 
th e shading in the plume o[ the r ega l busby. In Type I , the left subject in th e 
plate, the plume has only a few Jines of shading and appears quite white on the 
printed stamp. The plume is completely shaded in Type II, th e right-hand 
plate subject. 

The stamps wer·e typographed from a two subject plate and issued in sheets 
of 2 (2xl ) and in two different sheets of 4 (2x2 ) with t ete beche impressions. 
The several sheets were printed on tb\n hard white, medium off-white and 
thick toned wove papers . Th e pair sheet .measures 85mmx50mm and has a 20mm 
selvage border on the right. It was only perforated vertica ll y and sta mps from 
this format sheet are irnperforate at top and bottom. The common er bl oc k 
sheet averages 70mmx100m , ha s th e bottom pair of inverted and is perforated 
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between the stamps only, so these ar e imperforate on one en<l an<l side. The 
sca r cer bl oc k sheet measures 85mmx105mrn, has the top pa ir of impressions 
i1wertc<l an<l the stamps ar e per for ated all-around . E xce ptions ma? exist. 

2H Fig. 9+ 10 paisa light chocolate - Type I 
a Type II 
b dark brown 

Fig. 94a c T . B. pair, top stamp invtd 
d 'r . B. pair, bottom invtd 
e per f a 11 around 

1925 7th I ndependence Day 

The previous design was r edrawn in larger size for this em1ss1on and 
measures 29mmx37mm. Basic inscription "C" now appear s at the top, but 
has been modified by changin g the fi rst word fro m " P ost eh " to " Post. " The 
bottom panel legend has been r evised to read "Renn eh daoriya t haftum istiqlal " 
(Seventh yearly observan ce o C I ndcpcndence ) . Th e sta mps were issued in 
sheets of 8 (aver age size 75mmx200mm ) consisting of two panes of 4 (2x2 ) 
;1rranged in vertical form at with a horizontal gutte r, usually measuring 22mm , 
in between . Both panes ar e usually normal but sheets are known (LC) with 
the lower pane inverted. Th e sheets were perforated 11 % between the stamps 
and generally in the top and bottom margins, so all speci mens have one an<l 
sometimes two straight edges. The sta mps were t;·pographed on medium white 
ot· thin hard ton ed wove paper s. 

2+8 F ig. 95 10 paisa oran ge brown 
a tete beche gutter pair 

1.926 7th Anniversary of I ndependence 

The design of the previous issue, identical in inscrip tion an<l legend, was 
used aga in in 1926. F or some r eason, however , a new four subject pla te was 
prepared an<l the stam ps measure approxim ately 26rnmx33m . Th e individual 
positions di ffe r slightl y in t he shading around the ha t plume and can be plated . 
H owever, th e impressions are generall y poor and blurred, making r ecognition 
of these minor types difficul t . 

The stamps were issued both in sheets of -± (2x2), measuring J05mmx115mm 
averagr, and in sheets of (, size approximatel;· 175mm x115mm , cons isting of 

Fig . 94 Fig . 94a 
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Figs. 95, 96 a nd 97 

two block panes of 4 in horizontal format with a broad vertical gutter between . 
The lef t hand pane is inverted . The stamps were typogr aphed on thin hard 
white or yellowish local wove papers and perforated 11% all around. Other 
papers ar e known. It has been r eported (SO MJ 9/ 27 ) that only the small block 
sheets were initially supplied to the post-offices and in cluded th erewith were 
imperforate sheets both with and without gum. 

251 Fig. 95 10 pa1sa dark violet blue 
a deep blue 
b imperf pair 
c horiz pair imperf btwn 
cl vert p air imperf btwn 
e tete beche gutter pair 
f laid paper 

1927 8th Anniversary of Independence 

A more sophisticated design was prepared for the two stamps of this emis­
sion. Inside a fancy arabesque frame a ppea rs the crest of the Amir supported 
on crossed standards with th e roya l toughra (sultanic monogram ) above. Basic 
inscription " D " is at the top. A new jesh 'n legend appears in the lower panel 
and reads "Sahl hashtum istiqlal " (Eighth yea r of Independence ) . Both line 
and haif-tone plates were used for printing and the r esulting impressions have 
either a colorless or overall dotted hal ftone background . 

There appears to liave been some speculation in the colorless-background 
line-printed stamps. Th e printing tota led 5000 but only 700 copies wer e r eg­
u larly sold to the public. The balance was retained by certain Post Office 
officials and sold later privately in either mint or with first day cancellations 
at a high price (SGlVIJ 9/ 27). 

Th e stamps wer e issued in sheets of 8, consisting of two panes of 4 (2x2 ) 
in horizontal format separated by a 22mm vertical gutter. Th e right-hand 
pane was inverted . Th ey were ty pographed on medium white or ton ed loca l 
woYe paper and perforated lFX!. between the stamps norma ll y, so most speci­
mens have at least one straight edge. 

252 Fig. 96 10 paisa magenta (line) 
a imperf pair 
b horiz pair imperf btwn 
c vert pair imperf btwn 
cl t ete beche gutter pair 
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253 Vig. 96 10 paisa magenta (halftone ) 
a imperf paiL· 
b hori z pair imped b tw n 
c vert pair imperf btwn 
d tete beche gutter pair 

.1.928 9th Anniversary of Ind ependence 

H orizontal in format, th e design again feat ures the laurea ted cr est of the 
Amir with the ro~·al toughra in an orn l on the left. Basic inscription "C' ' 
appears nbO\·e the crest. The legend in the upper left reads "Sahl 9 istiqlal " 
(9th year ol' Independence). 

Th e stamps were issued in shee ts of 8 (2x..1, ) with the upper block of four 
being· invrrted. The~- were typogrnphed on med ium white pre-gummed wove 
pHJH'r a nd perforated 11 between the stamps only. Al l specimens have at least 
one strnight edge. A printing of 5000 was repo1ted (GS1Vl 5/ 28 ). This was 
pr·obably th e initial order, for th e stamps arc l'airl.\· (•ommon and additional 
pr·inting·s nre indi ca ted. 

2()!) Fig. 97 JG poul rose pink 
a tete beche pair 
b imperf pair 
c as b, tete becbe 
d vert pair imper f bt wn 
e as d, tete beche 
f horiz pair imperf btwn 
g tete beche block, imperf Ye r t 

1931 13/h Tndcpendence Da y 

'vVith this issue, the Independence Monument motif is int.roduced and it is 
shown in th e center of the design , supported by a wreath of over size wheat tops. 
In the top panel a new significa nt legend appears that will be used with ap­
propriate modifica tions in subsequent issues. It reads "Beh yadgar sah l sez­
tla h nm jesh ·n Jstiql a l Afghanistan " ( In som·enir of the thirteen th year celc­
br·ation of the Independence of Afghanistan). 

Th e stamps wer e issurd in shee ts of 28 (7x4 ) , lithographed on a soft thickish 
light gray watermarked laid paper and perforated 11% . The paper norma ll y has 
a warm crra m tone from ink pi c· ked up off th e printing plate. Th e watermark 

Figs. 98 , 99 an d I 00 
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occurs at least once on each sheet and is large enough to cover from 10 to 12 
stamps. lt eonsists of a doubl e-lin ed oval frame, measuring 75mmx105mm , 
surmounted by u ero\\'n and enelosing the seated figure of Britannia . The 
paper was r emainder stock of that used for the 1920-21 printings of the 1 abasi 
lettersheets and was un gumm ed. Th e stamps were issued in th e same cond ition . 

297 Fig. 9 20 poul dull vermilion 

1932 14th Independence Day 

The design again concentr ates on the Independence l\[onum ent, :framed in 
a wide ova l with a n inscribed ribbon above. Th e legend is similar to that oC tl1 e 
prev ious issue except :for the year number. The stamps were issued in sheets 
of' GO ( lOxG ), lifl1ographed on soft off-white wove paper and perforated 11%. 
The gT1m was hand-a pplied. 

316 Fig. 99 1 afg deep rose 

1.933 15th Independence Dciy 

The Arch of Victo r~·, set against u ba ckground of the P aghman mountains, 
firs t a ppears in tl1 e design of this issue. The Independence legend is in the top 
panel. The stamps were issued in sheets of 25 (5x5 ), t~'pograph ed on white 
wove· pn per and perforated 11 %,. 

1931 1Glh Independence Day 

A view of the Independence Monument occupies the left third of this design 
and the national arms ar e in right center. Th e jesh 'n legend appears in th e 
bottom panel. Th e stamps were issued in sheets of 40 (-+xlO ), lithographed on 

318 Fig. 100 50 poul bright ultram arine 

soft off-white wove paper and perforated 11% . In the plate make-up the upper 
five rows of subjects were inverted and eac h sheet contained four tete-beche 
vertical pairs. 'l'his arra ngement was probabl y used to facilitate la ter separa­
tion of th e sheets into post office panes, :for such pairs are not common. The 
writer has neYer seen this stamp in gumm ed condition. 

333 Fig. 101 50 poul pale dull green 
a tete beche pair 

1935 17th Independence Day 

Th is design is vertical and shows, inside a semi-classical border , the Incle-

Figs. IOI, 102 and 103 
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Figs. 104, 105, IOb a nd 107 

pendence Monument framed by arched tree branches. 'l'he standard jesh'n 
legend forms th e frieze across the top. The stamps were lithographed on 
med ium white laid batonne paper, in press sheets of 40 consisting of two panes 
of 20 (5x-! ) separated by a 20mm vertical gutter, and perforated 11%. The 
paper ('Ontains a manufacturer's watermark composed of a large elephant's head 
\\·ith a cnr\'ed uprnised trunk. The watermark occurs at least once in each pane 
and c0Ye1·s an average of four stamps. 

33-t. Fig. 102 50 poul dark blue 
a cross-gutter pan· 

1936 18th independence Day 

A more imaginative design was deYeloped for this issne. The central com­
position depicts a fireworks display over the exposition grounds on the Chaman 
at Kabul, a nightly feature during the Celebration period. Th e upper part of 
the Independence Monum ent appears at the far right. The standard jesh '11 

legend extends across the top. The stamps were lithograph ed on white wove 
pa per in press sheets of 50, consisting of two panes of 25 ( 5x5) in vertical for­
mat with a 3!:imm horizontal gutter between, and perforated 11%. 

33!) Vig. 103 50 poul dull reel Yiolet 
a cross-gutter pair 
b horiz pair imperf btwn 

1937 19th indep endence Day 

Bi-colored stamps were introduced into Afghan philately with this issue. 
The design features two oval framing pictures of the Independence Monument 
of King Nadir Shah. A basi c inscription appears again, for the first time since 
the 1928 commemorative issue. It occupies the upper center cartouche and is 
t~·pe '· G." The standard jesh 'n legend has been omitted . Instea d, in the 
lower left ee11tr1-, arc the wol'ds " sahl 19 " (19th year ). The script on the 
right states " pinjah l>OU I" (fifty ponl). 

The stamps wen• lit hogTapl1ed i11 sl1t•l'ts or 2G (:ix5 ) on white wove halltl­
gumrn ed papel' aml issncJ both perl'orated J 1:% allll imperforate. The medal­
lions are in lialftone. Colored crosses !'or 1·egister eontrol al'e found in the 
ernters ol' tl1e top nm1 right shcrt mnrgins. 

Vig . JO-t. "1·a1- 1·iol ct & bistte lH·own 
imperf pair 
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1938 20 /h i ndependence Duy 

The upright , bi-colored design features a large poL'trait of Nadir Shah in an 
oval. 'l'h e standard jesh'n legend reappears in the block script below. The 
sta mps wer e lithogra ph ed in sheets of 25 (5x5 ) on medium white ungumm ed 
wove paper and issued both with no compound perforation of 11%.xll and im­
-perforate. Th er e are no color register markings. The writer has not seen these 
stamps gummed. 

339 Fig. 105 50 poul bright blue & sepia 
a imperf pair 

1939 21st Independence Day 

The design consists of the portrait of Nadir Shah in a wide double-lined 
onil fram e. Basic inscription ·' E " occupies the upper half of the oval. The 
standard jesh 'n legend is at the bottom. In the lower right and left comers 
are the words ''pinjah-poul" (fifty poul ) . 'l'h e stamps wcrn issued in sheets 
of 30 ( 5x6), lithographed on white pregummecl wo\·e paper and perforated 11. 
Position #21 exhibits a constant plate f law consisting oC a diagonal colorless 
J inc across the lower left corner. 

3-J.O Fig. 106 50 poul red 

Figs. 108, 109, 110 and 111 

l!J iU :J:.! 11d 1 ndi1n1td<;1tcr., Da y 

The J1ead ul' King Nadil' Shah Jon11s the pri11eipaL part of the design. 
Bas it inscription ' · E " fi I ls th e top pa 11cl. Th e st auda rd jesh ·n Jegcml curves 
bl' low th e portrait. Th e stamps were issued in sheets of 25 ( 5x5 ) , typographed 
on white wove paper and pcrfor ate<l ll. 

37± l•'ig. 107 50 l)Onl gray gr een 

1911 23rd h1d<'pe11deuce Day 

'l'wo dc11omi11ati011s or difl'e1·e11t d0sign were prepared for this issue. The 
1 :) pun I shmrs tlil' l 11dqw1HI C' ll('(' j\ J 011 llllll'll t ' arnl th e ;)Q poul rea tu res th!' A rd1 
or Paglnnan in a (•in· le. Hasi(• i11s1·ri]Jtio11 '· (I" 11JJ[>C'i11'S at the bottom o[ the 
Fi ponl 1111<1 Hl·russ thl' top ol' th e 11igher nilue. 'l'he lege ncl on both dC'signs 
has bee n shortened to ' · jl'sh ' 11 istiq la l sah I 23 ' · ( 23n1 ~·p;n· I llllep0mle11<:c Cl'll'­
bration ) . The ]!j puul \\'US issu r cl in sheets or 9 (3x3) aml th C' GO ponl in sheets 
or Hi ( Gx8 ) . Hoth\\"(')'(' typog'l'Hphed 011 \\'hill' \\'OYe JHIPl' I' and perl'o1·nt ecl 1J :yj . 

(Continued on page 204) 
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The Clubhouse 
C losed During August 

As customary each year, the clubhouse at 22 East 35 Street, New York 
City will be closed to visitors during the month of August because of vacations 
by the club's staff. 

Non-Resident members, in particular, who may be vacationing or v1s1t­
ing New York should note this, so that they will not try to visit the club 
during August and be disappointed in finding it not open. 

Meeting of January 3, 1962 

Haiti 

On April 6, 1955, Messrs. Samuel Dalsimer and l•'. Burton Sell ers presented 
a program on H aiti for the members of the Coll ectors Club. Now, almost seven 
years later, this same duo were back for a r epeat performance on the postal 
history and postage stamps of this country. However , whereas in 1955 th dis­
play included selections from the coll ections of the late Dr. Clarence ·w. H ennan 
of Chi cago, Illin ois and lVlr. John C. Symonds of Lansing, Michi g«rn , on the night 
of January 3, J962 th e exhibitors' own collection· were of suff icient scope and 
tlcpth to r eq uire no help in fi lling th e wall frames o[ the Club . 

Mr. Da lsim er spoke f irst and brought us by easy stages rrom the postal 
history peri od thrnugh the three Liberty H ead postage stamp issues of 1 1, 
] 882 and 1886. 

The ea rli est r ecord ed Jetter from Haiti, then called Hispaniol a, is dated 
,Januar? 12, 1512 and was wr itten by Columbus' son Diego. l<'rom 1512 to 1760 
th ere a re no known letters. In the pre-revolutionary period - 1770 to August 
1±, 1791 - letters are mostly all of French origin. H aiti \\'a.':i France ·s richest 
co lon~· , run by white l<' rent h p lanters with hundreds of thousands o r Africa n 
slaves. Early tom 111 en·i;il letters or this period arc co1tcei·ncll mostl y with slii]J­
ments u[ indigo, c:offel' arnl suga r tu France. B~- 1790, most, o r the towns and 
Jlorts had their ow1t hamlstamps whi c: lt Ja il into three distinct t ypes - small 
letters within a curve, sma ll letters in a straight line and la rge letters in a 
straight line. l\lr. DaJsimer 's frame: tontained covers with th e large strnight 
lin e " Aquin," small curved line " Aquin," small straight line "Cap " for Ca p 
Jlaitien, sma ll curved •' Ca yes ' ' and many others, some being quite scarce. H e 
also showed covers with French entry marks alone - Le Havre, Bordeaux, 
~antes, La l<'Jotte and others. 

The revolution aga inst Fra nee sta rtcd with a night voodoo meetin g on Aug­
ust H , 1791 and rngcd without intcl'rupti on fo l' thirteen years. During this 
period , lettel's were smuggled out to ships bound for foreign count1·ies and fre­
quent!~- bear only postmarks of the country or destination . SeYcral o[ these 
were shown , one to (~l'Cn obl c mail ed with a r ed Colonies-Par ,llarseille, another 
7'11 r K11111Ps aml two rn i I it <.ll')- Jct t ers, one of these 1·cc1nestin g safe passage t u 
l\Iartiniqne ror three civilians. 

l<'rom ] 80-l on, H aiti 's oversrn.-; mai l was ta uied mainly by Pren ch, British 
a ml .Ameritan ships. 'l'hl' Pl'enth mai l scnicc du ring the period from 180-l t u 
1865 was irregular and sporadic, thus bein g unustiall)· scarce in specimens. l\h . 
Dalsimer . howed-! letters. 'l'h esc wer e marked Colom:es va r B ordeaux, Colonies 
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P11r le l lot're (Jisinl'ecte<l ), Pa us cl'Oulreiner par le Hav re an<l one with a i·e<l 
L e H11 ure (·a 1H:c l. 

British mail service fro m Haiti began as far back as the 17th century when 
Britain was developing her W est Indies trade. British ships picked up mail on 
a sporadic basis until about 1830, most such bearin g only the port of entry 
mark ing. l 1ett crs bea rin g markings of Deal, Plymouth and FPO for Foreign 
Post Offi ce were displayed. After 1830, when Britain r ecognized Haiti 's sov­
ereignty, she establish ed a packet agen cy th ere. J_.a ter , starting in 1842 various 
British-made town ca neels were sent to Haiti. Cap-Haitien r eceived its can­
C'e ll crs in 18-1-2 a nd J acmel in 18.J-3. Mr. Dalsimer showed covers with th e Cap­
Ha iticn ca nee! ; the rare, crown ed , circular Jacmel cancel ; the Colonies Art. 13 
cancel a11d others with GBH ' 60c, GB2F and GB3F 60c, these r eferring to the 
rates established by th e Franco-British Postal Convention of 1856. A pparcntly, 
the British also ran an inland postal service in H aiti from about 1844-1866. 
The letters shown were cancelled with the familiar British doubl e half-circle; 
all are from outl y in g towns to Port-au-Prince. 

l<' inal ly, in 1865, the British started sellin g British stamps in Jacmel and 
Port-au-Prince [ive years befor e th e French did. Mr. Dalsimer showed British 
stamps on ;rn<l off cover cancelled with the Ja cmel C59 obliterator and with tlw 
EG3 'l'ypc I aud Type II cancell ers of Port-au-Prince. 

In 1856, tl1e Americans started the U. S. l\iail Packet Service to H aiti . Since 
the hvo countries did not enjoy a postal treaty until Haiti joined the l:". P . U. in 
1881, all mail was rated as S hip or loose letters. 'l'h e U.S. Congress set special 
rates for such letters, charging double the domestic r ate. l\rr . Da lsimer 's displa~· 
contained several interesting covers, some sta mped " S hip." One had a circled 
· ' 6 " for 6c on arrival. 

Th e first postage stamps of H aiti were iss ued in 1881. These were im ­
pcl'fora te bearing a design of the goddess of Liberty with a Phrygian cap. How­
c,·er , enemies of Haitian President Salom on accused him of usin g his wife as a 
model for these stamps. Th e sta mps were issued in denominations of l e, 2c, 3c, 
:ic, 7c and 20c, quantities ranging from 300,000 for th e l e down to 25,000 for the 
20c, th e total issue being a littl e over a million. The sta mps were engraved and 
printed in P aris b>· G. Richard. Th e design, by H ai tian sculptor, Forcsterie, 
was first engrand on wood and then two metal plates were made. One plate 
was used for the l e and 20c denominations; the other was used for the 2c, 3c, 5c 
and 7c denominations. Value numeral s were engraved on separate metal plugs 
which were inserted in the basic p lates. Since they were either inserted poorlJ; 
or worked their way up in the printing, faint outl ines of these va lue p lugs are 
frequ ently seen within the num eral tab let. 'l'he stamps were issued in sheets 
of 50 printed by lithography on paper tinted on one side. Mr. Dalsimer showed 
a 2e printed on the wrong or untinted side of the paper , three covers with various 
denominations necessary to make lOc th e regular overseas r ate at the time, and 
several examples of the 20c wher e the " 2 " in the " 20 " had dropped lower than 
the zero, which seems to indicate that the numeral " 20 " was made up of two 
separate type plugs. 

In 1882, the sam e des igns were used for the perforated issue, and separate 
Ya Inc plug·s " ·ere again used . However , three basic plates were made instead of 
two. Rcprinti11gs arc known , two for each denomination except th e 2c and 5c 
which wctc r eprint ed l'or a thi1·d tim e, th e r eprintings being easily distinguish­
able by the r:olor Yariations. Thus the 5c comes in blue-green, yellow green and 
t1ecp green . The blue-green is th e first and is rather scar ce. 

'I'hc last ol' t l1c J,ibcrt.'· H l'ad stamps wc1·c issued in 1886. These consistct1 
01· on ly thi·ec denon1in atio11s, l e, 2e, and 5c. ·when the dies for the fi rst pc1·­
forate issue w01·c ont , the>· were r eturn ed to Ri chard \rho r e-engraved them 
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aml printed them again on surface-tinted paper. This time, however , the values 
were engraved directly on to the plates, and the perforations measure both 131/2 
and 13x13lf2 on the 1886 r e-issue. 

At this point, Mr. Sell ers took the baton. H e discussed first the President 
Salomon issue of 1887 recess printed in London by Skipper and East. There are 
four denominations in this issue, the 1, 2, 3, and 5 centimes. Notwithstanding 
the f'uf'ore engendered by th e supposed use of his wife 's portrait on the Liberty 
Head issues, and his protestations against the use of his own portrait on stamps, 
Prrsident Salomon "graciously" permitted his full-face portrait to be the subject 
matter of this 1887 issue. These stamps are fairly plentiful but on covers are 
11neommon. Mr. Sell ers .showed trial color proofs of this issue and imperforatcs 
whicl1 he stated may well be proof's. Two items of exceptional inter est were a 
bisrct of the 2c plus a normal 2c on piece to make the 3c loca l r a te and a cover 
posted three weeks after Salomon's overthrow franked with the 7c of the 1882 
Liberty Head issue and the 3c Salomon, the lat ter affixed upside down, making 
the lOc rate. Ex-President Salomon was then in disfavor with th e citizenry and 
1\fr. Sellers pointed out that the story of such upsid e-down use to indicate Sa lo­
mon 's low estate may very well be true. 

1\fr. Sellers next showed a ver y scarce handstamped overprint resulting from 
a civil war which erupted in late 1888 foll owing Salomon's overthrow. A small 
quantity of the basic Salomon stamp was overprinted " RS " for Republique 
Septentrionale (Northern Republi c) , for use by one of the dissident groups. 
'l'he copy shown by Mr. Sellers was claimed to be the only one ever seen by him 
or any oE his co-collectors except for photographs. 

Next we were treated to a display of covers bearing th e Ifaiti /Postes Cap 
Haitien circular black provisional handstamp, also a r esult of the civil war which 
continued into 1889. Seven covers, the property of Messrs. Sellers, Dalsimer and 
Bass were shown. These supposedly represent about 60 % of the known covers 
with these strikes. A shortage of stamps in the Northern Republic r equired 
their use. lVIr. Bass ' copy is the only one known with double strike of this pro­
visional handstamp. 

An interesting group of essays of this same period was th en shown. Pre­
pared by an unknown but enterprising speculator, they bea r a coat of arms 01· 
portraits of either Legitime or Boisrond-Canal, leaders of th e two civil war fac­
tions. That way, the printer could be sure of backing a winner! Crudely print­
ed by lithogTaphy on tinted paper, the essays were rouletted in colored lines but 
were never adopted by either side. 

A provisional stamp appeared in October 1890 because of a shortage of th e 
2 centime denomination used for local mailing. It was made by surcharging th e 
3 centime Salomon stamp with a 2 centim e handstamp. A wide variety of errors, 
including broken letters, inverted and double surcharges was shown, as well as a 
scarce cover bearing ten copies to make the 20 centimes register ed letter rate to 
Europe. 

The Palm Tree issues were displayed next. First of these was the 1891 
issue in five denominations showing the tree with palms upright. It is believed 
these stamps were engraved and printed by E. Cote in Paris. The stamps were 
printed in sheets of 50 from a " 10 master " laid down five times. Covers using 
these stamps are uncommon, especially tho ·e with local r ates . Mr. Sellers showed 
a group of perforation varieties to round out this first Palm Tree issue. 

In November 1892, another shortage of 2c stamps existed. To meet the need, 
the 3c denomination of the 1891 P alm Tree issue was surcharged with the 1890 
handstamp. Surcharge varieties shown were inverted, double, and one double, 
one inverted. 

The six denomination Palm Tree issue was recess engraved by Skipper and 
East, I1ondon in 1893, this with the exception of the 20c which was done in 1895 
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111Hl is lithogl'aph ed. Th ese " ·ere issued in shee ts of 100, the plate lw\·ing- been 
made from a single die rolled in. F ew perforntion Yarieti es exist of this issue, 
11lthough several denomination. ar c known imperforated vertically, horizontal\ .\· 
11nd between. H er c again , Mr. Sellers showed some fine covers . On e is franked 
with th e le and 2c denominations to pa,v th e 3c open mail rate. This cover bea rs 
the fol lowin g handsta mp: " P er Royal l\Iail S S /Via J acme I Southampton. " 
Another fin e cove r was noted in l\[r. Sellers' display. It is franked with a bloek 
ol' ten of' th e 20c denomination . Dated Jun e 8, 189!3, from Port-au-Prinee to 
Paris, this is ten times th e sin gle letter r egistered rate. 

'l'he third P alm Tree sta mps we1·e engrn ,·ed and printed in Paris b.\· E . Cote 
in 1896 . These were printed from plates of 100 made from a master die of fi\·c 
Yc1ticall.Y, r eproduced 20 times in two Yertical rows of ten. Th e compl ete plate 
was reduplicated fiye times to produce the n ecessar~· six plates and th e appt·o­
priatc numerals o[ denomination were individually eng-raYed. The usual pcr­
ronition va1·ieties were found on Mr. Sellers ' pa ges. Cowrs of this third Palm 
Tree issue are not common , but l\Ir. Sellers managed to show man~· exa mpl es, 
including a ver~· desirabl e cover franked with a block ol' fom of th e 5c imperl'o­
n1te vcrt·ira ll .v from Jacm el to New York and anoth er bea rin g a block of six of 
th e same denomination impcrforate horizontally from Ca p Haitien to Jacm el. 

Th e Palm Tree group concluded with a showing of three pages of cancella­
tions, in cluding U.S. incoming foreign mail , Hamburg-American and Dutch 
paquct boat and miscell aneous foreign cancels. 

Again, in l\Iarch 1898, there was a shortage of 2r stamps. The old 1 90 2c 
handstamp was dragged out once more and surcharged on the 20c brown of 1895 
and the 20c orange of 1896 of the third Palm Tree issue. Mr. Sellers showed us 
an ex tremely scarce CO\'CI' bearin g this stamp. This is a multiweight cover 
frnnked with stamps totalin g 48 centim es of thc 1898 watermarked issue plus the 
2c wovisional surcharge of 1898, dated August 20, 1898 to Le Havre. 

Haiti 's only issue on watermarked paper appeared in l\1arch 1898 in six 
denominations, engraved and printed by Compagnie Francaise des Papiers 1\1011-

naies. Inter esting for its wid e variety of trial co lor proofs on card, watermarked 
as well as unwatermarked paper, as well as for sta mps overprinted or punched 
·'Specimen,' ' only the 2c and 5c clcnominations were reported to be regularly 
used. However, l\Ir. Selle1-s showed commerc ial covers bearing all six denom­
inations, some of them quite scarce. 

l\Ir. Sellers closed his scction of the display with the fifteen denomination 
Am erican Bank Note issue of 1898 and the 1 99 re-issue of the low Yalues in the 
prescribed U. P. u. colors for post card , domestic letter and foreign letter rates. 
Included wer e compl ete sets of plate proofs in pairs on both bond paper and 
cardboard. 

'rhe writer finds a great ha zard in r eporting these meetings. ·wh enever a 
display has exceptional inter est , lie feels a strong motivation to r un to his favorite 
dea ler or to watch the next auction :for material similar to that shown. Thus 
far, we have had to exereise th c utmost retraint against starting at least half' 
a dozen new collections. ]t i: only fa ir, therefore, to warn l\Ir. Sellers a nd l\fr. 
Dalsimcr that they will have to look to their laurels in the future and be pre­
pared to submit astl'Onomi ea l bids for desirable material. After viewing the re­
sults of their extreme!.\· interesting joint philatelic Yenture, we feel an a lmost 
uncontroll abl e desire to eol lect Haiti . It will 11ot surprise us if the interest 
engender ed b~· their displa~· will be r esponsible for the making of many new 
coll ectors of this countr~· and increasing the competition for its stamps especiall y 
the earlier ones. (Philip Silver) 
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Meeting of January 17, 1962 

United States, Freaks, Errors, Oddities and V arieties 

Phi latelically, the members of the Collectors Club al'e an unusuall y blase 
gt·oup. Small wonder! Th ey have seen exhibited within its portals some of 
th e wor ld ·s outstanding collections. However, th e meeti11g of January 17, 1962 
eonduded by Mr. Clyde J ennings, Jr. aroused much interest because of its un­
usua I natu i·e. Instead of showing the superb items, o[ which we are in formed 
Mr . . Jennings has a good!~· number , he chose to show those items which had 
nothing to recommend except that th ere wa s something wrong with all of them. 
This was their common denominator. 

l\It-. Jennings divided his showing into foul' ca tegori es: errors, rn ricties, 
freaks and odditie:s. Examples of each were shown on color slides prepared for 
him b:· Col. .James T. DeVoss. The memberl'J are already adequately aware of 
Col. De Voss· unique contributions in this field. l\ LL'. J ennings further described 
Ji is four categories as follows: 

crro1·s - these im·olve the element where a lrn111a11 being has ene<l, usually 
a one-time happenstan ec; 

n1l'ieties - th ese are constant defects which alwa:·s sl1ov1· np in the same 
form, in the same position ; 

:freaks - these ar e the irreg ular or abnormal pl'oduct of some process and 
there are practica l ly never two which are identical · 

oddities - this is th e catch-all c~1tegory for items not otherwise ~ usceptibl c 
of classification. 

Before illustrnting these four d i l'fe1·cnt ca tegories with stamps from his 
eollections, l\lr. Jennings, leavi11g 1iothi11g to chance, briefly outlined th e steps 
in the production of a stamp. 

" First the mastel' <lie is engrnve<l , t hen <:omes the transfe1· rnll, next the 
pl'inting plate is made. Finally, in this order, the printing, gumming, 
perforating and cutting o[ the sheets into panes of the size L1 clivcre<l to 
Post Offi ces.'' 

Our speaker's thes is wa s that onl~' a collector adequately informed of the 
stamp production processes could properly understand and deduce what went 
wron g and at which step in the production. 

First , he touch ed on the invert error . Among U.S. stamps, there are 
seven: th e 15c - type II, the 2-l:c and the 30c denominations of the 1869 issue ; 
the l e, 2c and 4c denominations of the Pan-American Exposition issue of 1901; 
and the 2-k air mail of 1918. This t)·pe of error occurs on bi-colored stamps. 
Th e sheets are fed through the flat bed presses twice, once for each color. These 
errors are th e fault of the printer, the sheet being fed into th e presses in re­
versed position. For illustration, Mr. J ennings used a copy of the l e Pan­
.A mel'ican invert. 

The second type of error is the r esult of the plate-maker 's mistake, the most 
spectacular being th e 5c error of color in the 2c plate: Scott No. -t.67 , p erforated 
JO ; No. 485, imperforatc; and No. 505, perforated 11. Thl'ee positions 7492 U. h 
7-1-, 7492 U. h 8-l and 7492 L. R. 18 in the 400-subject plate had become defective. 
The plate maker first made erasures on these positions. 'l'hen to r e-enter the 
three positions, he picked up what he thought was the 2c transfer roll, the 
machin e tool used for transferring the master die impression to th e p late. How­
e1·er , a figure "5" upside down r esembles a figure "2. " The r esult, as we 
noted in th e slide showing the perf. 11 variety, was a 5c stamp in the center of a 
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sheet of twos. Incidentally, this is th e only instan ce of this type of error among 
V. S. stamps. 

Errors of color came next. As pointed out by the speaker, tl1cr e arc myriad 
shade Yariations in most stamps especially in the r eds, blues and greens. How­
cve1', an etTor of color must entail use of a wrong color ink. The most spectac­
ular rxamp le is th e 2c Navy Department official stamp of 1873, Scott No. 036b, 
pl'intcd in the green ink of. the State Department issue r ath er than the blue of 
the Navy Department. Mr. J·ennings ' slide had both the 2c blue and 2c green 
sitl c by side for comparison. Th e r esult was extr emely dramatie. 

Othr r wrll-known errors of color are the -:le Columbi an in blue rather than 
ultrnmarin c and the 6e ait· mail stamp of 1938 printed in ultramarine and 
('arminc instead of the normal dark blne and carmine. It should be noted at 
this point that there are many, who do not accept C23c as a true color error. 

lVl.t'. J ennings next turned to the category of varieties . First of these was 
the doubl e transfet'. Th e speaker stated that this resulted wh en the transfer 
roll , used for making· the impressions on the plate, made two separate impressions 
on th e plate in supposedly the sa me position. The second and superfluous im­
pression, wh en slightly out of line with the first, is known as a double impression. 
]for illustration, a color slide with the 30c denomination of the 1923 issue, Scott 
No. G69, picturing a bison , was shown. The double impression or transfer 
a ppcars in the right hand figure "30," the transfer roll havin g been placed 
s lightly below the original impression of value. 

A more spectacular exampl e of this variety category is the double transfer 
on th e 2c ·washington, Scott No. 3-1-4, where the design oC the l e Franklin, Scott 
>Jo. 3±3, is transfe rred to the 2c stamp. This shows up most clearl y in the en­
gra\·ing lin es for the hair, \Vashin gton 's hair bein g engraved more or less hori­
zonta lly whereas Franklin 's is inclined to be vertical. :Mr. J ennings is of the 
opinion this is an erroneous entry rather than a double transfer as designated in 
th e Scott ca talog. This exists in only one position on one plate, only twenty oclcl 
copies being known. 

The speaker next introduced us to dama ged and craekecl plate varieties, 
some notable examples of the former being; the " bridge across Niagara; " the 
miss ing middl e frameline on the P oe stamp of J949 (this oecnrrcd during the 
making of the plate, the best information ava ilabl e is that this position is un­
known with the line intact); l e 1:,ouisiana with diagonal lines across the left 
"l," ( this las t probably the result of a deep gouge in the plate) and the broken 
" N " relief break in the 7c of the vVashington Bi-centennial issue of 1932. Mr. 
J ennin gs paused here to sta te th at, when philatelists discovered this variety on 
stamp position No. 38 of the upper left pane, they suddenly rea lized the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing had changed the method of rocking-in the im1Jres­
sions on a plate. Previously, the positions were rocked in from bottom to top 
of the plate, but the relative positions of the complete and broken "N's" in this 
instance indicated that the rocking-in was being clone from side to side, left to 
right. Of the cracked plates, Mr. J ennings showed gripper cracks - on the 1933 
X R. A. stamp - these incidentally never found on f lat plate pTintings, and a 
rocking-in crack on the Lake Placid stamp of 1932. 

Freaks were the next catcO'ory discussed. Double prints and partial double 
prints were shown, the latter on the 3c green \Vashington bein g fa irl y uncom­
mon . This was probabl y clue to the sheet being only partially ejected from the 
press so that just a portion of the sheet received the second impression. In the 
full double print ca tegory, the entire sheet is not properly ejected from the pre:s. 
Next, attention centered on double surcharges, the exampl e on the slide bein g the 
$2.00 on $1.00 U. S. Postal Offices in China stamp. 

Still in the freak eatcgory, Mr. J ennings discussed inking· probl ems showing 
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us over a 1 l smears on the 6c air mail stamp of 1941 ( C25 ) and partial smears on 
the 3c 8tnart 'Nashington of 1932. 

~ext, there was an interesting discussion on paper creases. Th ese oeeur 
when the paper becomes cr eased or pinched in the press during or just prior to 
printing. The area of paper within or under the " pin ch " receives no ink, so 
wh en the crease is opened up afterward, there is a blank area of paper devoid o[ 
i 11 k. i\l any of the creases remain during the perforating process, a good exa mpl c 
shown being on the 2c Jamestown. Double creases, as shown on the l e Franklin 
(Scott type Al55 ) are infrequent. One of i\Ir. J enning-s favorites in the crease 
rnriety i.· one on the 6c bi-color air mail stamp of 1938 (Seott C23). Bi-color 
sta mps before the Giori press r eq uired two printing plates and two separate 
operations, one for each color. The blue printing was don e first. After this 
opera tion, but before the printing of the r ed v ig nette, a crease developed. Th e 
stamp on the slide was shown with the crease pressed out. The word " lVIail " is 
intact but the red eagle has a white vertical crease. This type of printing prob­
lem, l\lr. J ennings stated, is not a new one; it is fou nd as fa r back as 1869 on the 
l 5c denomination of that issue. 

Paper folds differ from creases in that the paper is not pinched but actually 
fo lded or doubled over from one edg·e or a corner. In one exa mple showu, tl1c 
fold developed prior to printing so that the back ot the sheet r eceiYed part of 
th e impression of the stamp. In another , t he fo ld developed after the printing 
but prior to the perforating; here the perforations were all askew. lVIr. J en­
nin g 's ' 'showpiece'' of the fo ld variet ies is the l e blue, Scott No. 63. The print­
in g operation went off without a hitch , the stamp impression being intact, but 
after printing and befor e perforating the fold developed. Because of the sheet 
margin selvage at right and bottom , this stamp was easily identifiable as stamp 
position number 100, in the lower righthand corner of the sheet. Another copy 
of the same stamp was shown but of the grilled variety. The fo ld had likewise 
developed after printing but before perforating and r emained right through the 
applicat ion of the impression of the grill. The result was that the grill itself is 
double its normal width but one half of it is with points up, the other half with 
points down. 

P erforatin g va rieties were next shown. Ther e wer e stamps with vert ica l 
perforations ore center, with horizontal perforations oH center , with both vertical 
and horizontal perforations off cen ter and stamps .imperfor ate betwl'en, both 
horizon ta lly and \·erti ca lly. 

Varieties ea w;ed by impropl'r cutting were then showu, including a noss­
gutter pair o[ the 2c J et'fen;on of the current regular postage issue with l'X­
planation or t he reasons fo r such occurence. 

hist or th e eategories chosen by l\Ir. J ennings is t he one li e ca ll ed uddilies. 
As previously noted, this is a catch-all including: miscues in inking by tlie 
Giori Press; printers waste - trial printing usually run off by the printer to 
test the plate, inking and so forth. These all ar e supposed to be destroyed, 
a lth ough some exa mples manage to fi nd their way into phila telic hands ; offset 
impressions on the back or sheets caused by sta cking wet sheets one npon the 
other; doubl e pn per· rnrictics; and foreign matter varieties c:auscll wh en pieces 
or str in g- or ot l1 cr waste material ar c lodged on the printing pl a te. 

1\t this point , our speaker ran out of slides, mat erial and words. It ta 11 hr 
I'l'JHJrh•d that i\ lr . Jl'1111i11gs did l1is homework well ; lie is an cxtTemely artieulate 
Jll'l'SOll with a f ine baekgrnund in stamp printing meth ods and Jll'Otcsses. This 
bPtanw tll'arl.\· c\·ident dul'ing the "ftuest ion and answer" ' period. Some o[ th e 
kmli11g- a11t horiti 1•s in tlH~ amli enC'e asketl "tough " questions, whi c· h i\fr . . Je1111ing-s 
sa tis[ado ril\' aHswered. Tl1c i·es ult was a most tmusual and informative mee t­
j ng-. (Philip Sil ver) 
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Meeting of February 7, 1962 

A Postal Historian Collects the U . S. Classics 

EYer~· so often a new star flashes ael'oss the philatelic horizon, lightin g up 
th e heaYens with the sh eer brilliance o[ its magnituJe and amazing th e collecting 
l'ratemity with its depth and scope. John David Boker of Indianapolis, Ind., 
the speaker on the night of F ebruary 7, 1962, is not a new star by any means; he 
has been slaying th em in the hinterlands fo1· some years now. On!~· th at he 
has just bee n " discovered ' ' in th e rnet l'opolitan a l'Ca makes the metaphor so apt . 

One chara cteristi c in most of our out-of~town exhibitors has been e\·ident ; 
they fee l th ey must bring their own claque with them when th ey brave the wilds 
ol' Nr w York and th e equally perilous environs of the Collectors Club. Thus, 
in lVI r. Baker 's claque, there was his brother , Hugh, himself quite a well-kn own 
and knowl edgeabl e collector . Howeve r' , the speaker was in no d ire need of built­
in appl a use. It was gen er ously given him by a large audience o[ members and 
guests for an extremely fine showing of classic U.S. covers ranging from the 
Postmasters' Provisionals up to and including the 1869 issue. 

l\'Lr. Baker first r ela ted how early in 1948, wh en collecting the Bureau issues, 
he found that he needed onh a center lin e block and the fom arrow bl ocks of the 
blue J,ineoln imperforate (Scott 315) plus a fe w of the blue papers to be com­
pl ete. Having aeq uired th ese, he was faced with the age-old prnbl em so often 
encountered b.Y the "compl ea t " coll ector, " \Vhere do I go :from here~" 

·w ell , 1\11 '. Baker went into th e difficult 19th century U.S. area, th e fil'st 
item acqu ired being the Mi llbun·, Massachusetts Postmaster Provisional of' 18+6. 
To l\ l r . Baker 's credit , 11 e has acq uitted himself aclmira bly against major com­
petition. Th e r esident nwmbers , who were fortunate enough to be able to see the 
1961 annua l members ' competition, were quite taken with his showing. The 
judges must ha \·e been favorabl~· impressed, as well ; Mr. Baker 's exhibit won 
the C:rand Award last yea r. 

F or this meeting, ~'ll'. Baker had filled th e wall frames with approximately 
300 a ibum pages fro m his coll ection . H ere wer e displayed items to interest 
e\·er.\'On e. For each of the sta mps shown , from th e 1847 's to th e 1869 's, the 
plating of the various issues, wher ever availabl e, was shown fir t. 

Then th ere were the cover s. For th e first day cover coll ector, we noted one 
of th e twenty known fin;t cla y cover s of the 3c 1851 issue. l\lin t stamps were 
barely in evillence except wh en n eeded to complete a plating stud~·. l\'Ir. Baker 
likes his stamps used; he wants them to haYe clon e postal dut)-. It is extrem ely 
Llifficult to pick out the better items on display. The~· were a lmost all " bette r. " 

l\l r. Baker also displayed nearly 100 color slides of some of the outstanding 
covers in his collection. This has been done b~· preYious speakers and the audi­
ence r eception has a lways been good fo r this method of showing. In this part of 
the evening 's exhibition , the speaker showed his covers by )·ear of acquisition 
rather than in an~· logical chronol ogic.a l ot· subj ect sequence. 

\Vith this we belic\·e him to haYe been mista ken . '\Ve found it disconcerting 
to see a pair of 3c 1851 's followed by a 5c 1 -1:7 CO \'e r with a Swarts Express, the 
latter , in turn, followed by St. Louis Bears and th ese by a 3c 1851 " Free Trade 
No } lon opo l~· " propaganda cover. This was the changing pat tern of the slide 
display. Although each item shown was a gem in itself, th ere was no logical 
sequence to heighten th e viewer 's inter est. Also the color slid es made by om· 
member , Col. James T . DeVoss were Yery fin ei)· done. 

As noted previously , it is most difficult to pick out the outstanding items 
in 1\lr. Baker 's coll ection. If anything, th e exhibit suffered from a plethora oi' 
excell ence. One impressing this r eporter was a cover franked on October 16, 
196 



THE COLLECTORS CLU.13 PHILATELIST, VOL. 41, ' 0. 4 
J8±5 with a stl'ip of three of th e New York Postmaster Provisional , positions 36, 
37 and 38 which went from New York to Philadelphia. A bank passbook had 
been enclosed so that th e tot.al weight was O\' et' one ounce but under one and one 
lwlf oun ces. At 5c for each half ounce fo r a distance under 300 miles, the 15c 
rnt·e was r equired. 

A tripl e r a te coYer fra nked with nn nnsevel'ed pair of the 20c and lO c St. 
l1ouis " Beai·s" comes to mind. T his is the t1·ipl e lOc rate for distances over 300 
miles for a one and one ha lf ounce lctte1'. This letter also had Philadelphia ns 
its destination. 

Th ere was also a Yert ical right side bisec t of the lOc black (Scott 2 ) on 
<·oYel' dated M.a;· 13, 1, -+ sent from New York Cit;· to J_,ockport, New York. 
Th is , in cidentall;·, is t he earliest l'ecorde<l use of a II bisects. A lso among hi:-; 
bisec ts , 1\lr. Baker showed two coYers with lOc 18±7 (Scott 2) matching diagonal 
bisec ts sent from Gardiner, l\Iaine to Brattleborough, Vermont , one dated Apr il 
~R 1 Gl, th e other :i\Iay 3, 1851. Switching to th e Postmaste1·s ' Pl'ovisiona ls 
ngnin, 1\lt" Baker showed a strip of four of the Ge New York, positions 31, 32, 
33 and 3-t on coYer dated October 31, 18-tG from New York to Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Through out, 1\Ir. Baker took great pains to ex plai n th e use of th e changing 
rn te :-;tructure as shown on his covers. Th us, a 2-tc 1869 on registered cover from 
New York to Albany was explained as a triple rate for a weight of one ounce to 
one and on e half ounces for nine cents p lus the r egistrntion fee o[ fitt een cents 
to make the total 2-!c rate. Another cover ·was franked with a Yertical strip of 
three of th e Ge buff stamps of 1861, Scott 67 . This was sent from New York to 
Le Ha n ·e, Fra nee. The cover first went to England via Am erica n packet, r e­
quiring 3e for the C S. postage rate plus 6c for seapost, a total of 9c. Crossing 
th e English Channel from Bngland to France, there was a 3c charge. To this 
is added th e French inland rate of 3c. Ther efore, the total rate was 15c, paid 
with the strip of three 5c stamps. 

One could ?;O on ad infinitum mentioning the gems in Mr. Baker 's collection 
nnd the posta l his tory as shown in the changing rate structure as it developed 
th l'ough the years. But that would be like piling P elion on Ossa ! Enough! 
·w e have made our point. A majori ad minus - from the g rea ter to the less. 
A minori ad majus - t'l'om the less to the greatel'. And who is to .. ay which is 
th e less and which th e gTeater. In Olll' humble opinion, the items shown wer e 
rill ' · g1·eat-;." Our philatelic hat is off to a trul;· .fine exhibit and exhibito l' . 

(Philip Silve r) 

Meeting of February 21, 1962 

Colombia and States 

Lt . General Corn elius \V. Wickersham is no stranger to the challenging and 
unexplored world of South Am erica n phi lately. It was regrettab le that a sudden 
illness prevented him from persona I ly ta lking a bout his exce ll ent display 0 r 
"Colombia d'; S tates, the Classic Js.rncs," at the F ebruary 21st showing of the 
regular Coll ectors Club meeting. 

Beca use of this lack, an evening of unexpec ted merit ensued wh en Messrs . 
Harrison D.S . Haver·beck and John R Boker, Jr ., wer e impressed into emergenc)· 
service to speak about th e Uen eral 's co ll ection in his Rteacl. 

Mr. Haverbeck set the tone of the evening with his discerning obserYations 
and learn ed evaluations. H e spoke of the man.'· errors and Yarietie8 on displa)'. 
Mr. Haver beck 's forte being in the hinterl and of Asiatic philately, he gingerl)· 
pointed out th e conspicuous pieces and observed that most of the s tamps displayed 
were unused, or had pen ca ncellations which wer e typical of the outlying dis-
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tricts. He stated that he shares with General Wickersham the "love of: the 
primitives.'' He outlined how several postal systems in the various states and 
towns ran simultaneously, adding to the confusion of Colombian postal history. 
Attention was directed to the late use, in Ecuador, of Colombia mail and to pieces 
of stamplcss covers whose numeral rate markings were used later as cancellations 
on stamps. 

Mr. Haverbeck made observations on the primitive printing methods used 
and on how, when the stamps were lithographed, they were separately laid down. 
This and the fact that the stamps were locally printed explains the many vari­
eties of Colombian stamps. He fondly pointed out the colorful display of in­
sured letter stamps, the Cubierta, 1865-1870 covers. 

Mr. Boker 's persuasive arguments were felt next in the delineation of the 
problems inherent in collecting early and classic issues. Disclaiming any in­
timate knowledge of Colombia, he launched into an appraisal of Colombian 
philately based upon his extensive knowledge of stamps in general and of the 
classic stamps in particular. He was critical of Colombia and the many un­
answered questions which are due mainly to lack of interest. His applied phi­
latelic erudition was keenly fe lt in his appraisal of the various pages on display. 
He pointed out that fu ll sheets were not uncommon, so that plating has been 
done and can be done again to better advantage. He observed that plate posi­
tions were endless because of retouching. He also stated that covers were not 
common, most of them having gone abroad. 

He regarded Colombia, as he put it, a "crummy country" and his viewpoint 
vvas frequently jaundiced, but he warmed to his subject, which he regarded as 
being only a little explored. 

Mr. Boker stated that stamps of different shapes such as triang'les and small 
squares were used for easy identification and that glazed papers were used to 
prevent cancellation erasures. He pointed out that the State of Bolivar displa~· 
showed color and varieties not catalogued, and that there was an urgent need to 
investigate the " middle area" of Bolivar stamps. He also stated that the morass 
of miscalculations, printers ' waste and mixed perforations easily misled philate­
lists. From the plethora of material available some new and more valid findings 
could be established. 

On the stamps of the State o:f: Tolima a lot of work is still to be done on 
plating, the paper and on the sequence of printings. Mr. Boker ernphasized 
the fact that study on the United States Carriers could be used as au example to 
unravel the complexities o[ 'l'olima 's plate positions and sequenee of printings. 
He Jclt that the m1even influenees o[ a.uetion vagaries on catalogning needed 
revision , and that pre111iums paid for condition r esulted in inaceurate eata logue 
pricing and valuations. 

Oeneral Vlickcrsham informs us that ltis collection in eludes a portion o.I' the 
Charles Jewell manuscript cancellations for the issues that were shown. This 
is probably the most complete collection of these items in existence. It is clif­
fieult to describe the excellence of this collection or to enumerate the many items 
of outstanding significance it includes. The research and work in progress was 
indicated throughout this collection by the General's notations. 

(Albert Philip Cohen) 

M eeting of M arch 7, 1962 

Newfoundland 

l\Ir. Daniel C. Meyerson, the speaker on the night of l\Iarch 7, 1962, referred 
to himself as a i·cluctnnt exhibitor. This stemmed from an anxiety concerning 
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th e value of his exhibit to the membel'ship and the interest or la ck of sa me it 
might engender. When first approached by our progl'am chairm an, he thought 
he would first like to see someone else exhibi t B. N. A. material so that he might 
be better inform ed of the r rqniremcnts for his venture into the rea lm of philatc­
J ic exhibition. As events proYed, Mr. l\leyerson 's fea rs were decidedly without 
foundation. The members were treated to an extreml y comprehensive displa~· 
of' this popular country. 

Several points should fi rst be noted about the postal history of Newfound­
land. Its first postmaster, appointed in 1805, was William Solomon. In 18-1:0, 
Newfoundland became part of the imperial post office system. Most mail to 01· 

from Newfoundland was ca rried by boat, a natural consequence of its being an 
island. According to l\fr. l\leyerson , very littl e is known about th e stamplcss 
period. Th e Act of 1851 established tl1 c inland post. 

If stampless covers ar e believed un common , the speaker 's first four frames 
seemed to belie this notion. H e showed an l 833 ship wrec k cover from the 
packet " Dolphin " r eputed, according to l\'Iajor A cl rian Hopkins, to be the 
second oldest wreck cover known to philately. ·with this desirabl e beginning, 
th e speaker next showed several fine covers with strikes not previousl.v recorded 
elsewh ere, including th e Robinson and Brookings forwarding mark, the r ed, 
circular " Newfoundland Paid " handstam p used from 18-W-1 8-l:fi , the ·' Carbonear 
Paid," "Greenspond Paid," "Twillingatc Paid," as well as several of the more 
common " Paid " handstamps such as " Brigus," " Pogo," " Harbor (hace," 
"St. John 's" and " Trinity. " This part of th e exhibit contained the "New­
foundland Ship Letter " mark as well as many packet letters and l'H te covrrs. 

The first adhesive postage stamps of Newfoundland were issued on J anuar,,· 
1, 1857. These were the imperforate pence issues, r ecess-engraved by P erkin: , 
Bacon and Company on thick unwatermarked paper. 1\li" l\lcycrson 's coll ec tion 
of the pence issues contained selected copies of all the scarlets, oran ges and l'oscs, 
with the exception of the lsh . denomination in the sca rl et and in the orange. 
Other items of note were a 4d. scarl et on cover and a bisect of tl1 c 8cl. scarlet, 
also on full cover. 

The gem of this section , certainly in rarity though not in value, was the only 
recorded copy of the 3d. \\'ith the handstamped '·Cancell ed." Only six had 
been printed back in 1 61. One of the best copies of: th e ld. r eddish brown 
error of color was shown, as well as compl ete sheets o[ most of " th e roses" with 
and without watermark. All of " the roses," with the exception of' the 2d ., 
were shown handsta mped '·Specimen." Noted, as well, was a block of cigl1t o [ 
the 2<l., probably the largest multiple piece known. This was acquired by the 
speaker from a dealer in this country in exchange for some U. S. stamps. 

The cents issues were then shown replete with proofs, re-entries, cancels, 
specimens and covers. The rest of the cents issues, up to and including 1 96, 
contained such outstanding pieces as the die proof of the le (Scott 32 ), the 3c 
(Scott 34) used on cover from St. Pierre, the 3c roulette (Scott 39 ) on full 
cover with the fancy " La Poile" strike, the 3c (Scott 60 ) on cover with the 
scar ce " Labrador T . P. 0." cancel, and a copy of the 1hc (Scott 58) used to 
prepay the newspaper r ate. This 1/ 2c on wrapper is a scar ce example of proper 
usage of this stamp other than in the make-up of a rate. Though catalogued at 
about $1.00, Mr. Meyerson is of the opinion it is the rarest item in his entire 
collection. There were other outstanding pieces, such as part perforates, im­
perforates, imprints, part sheets, full sheets and cancels too numerous to men­
tion. Lest we forget, the block of ten of the 5c blue roulette in Mr. Meyerson 's 
collection, is the only known block of any denomination of the rouletted stamps. 
Other roulette multipl es shown were a pair of the le, a pair of both the 3c and Ge. 
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Mr. Meyerson showed an unusual cover with the lOc (Scott 26 ) to New 
Zealand with a 30c rate. The validation of the rate was determined after con­
siderable correspondence with the Coll ectors Club Librarian and with B.N.A.P.S. 
members. Documents examined in the Collectors Club library disc losed the 
existence of a 15c rate for a half ounce; thus, a double rate cover required 30 
cents in 1885. 

Continuing, Mr. Meyerson showed blocks of the last four denominations of 
the Cabot issue with the cancelled-to-order cancellation, a block of sixteen of 
Scott 75, 76 and 77 showing all three types, covers with examples of all the types, 
imperforate pairs of St0ott 82 and 83 used on full cover, two blocks of the le Guy 
(Scott 87 ) in the 12x14l/2 and the 12xll perforation, imperforate between ver­
tically and showing the '' NFvV error.'' This section closed with a mint block of 
the 2c on 60c essay of 1918. 

:B'rom 1920 on, most all of the stamps were shown complete with die proofs, 
plate proofs and imperforates, as well as line perforates where they existed. 

The collection also had a representative showing of postal stationery, plate 
blocks and various sidelines. 

Air mails were purposely excluded since Mr. Meyerson felt he did not want 
to duplicate some of the fine material exhibited more than a year ago in Dr. 
James J. Matejka 's outstanding air mail collection of this country. 

Concluding, Mr. Meyerson showed a cover bearing the provisional rubber 
handstamp marking "Postage Paid/ GPO / St. Johns, N. F." This was applied 
on letters from outposts forwarded to St. Johns. Mr. Meyerson had questioned 
the existence of this marking and reiterarated his opinion to Mr. Harry Huber 
when he met the latter in Pittsburgh. lVIr. Huber sent this cover on to our 
speaker for examination. Unfortunately, when it was returned by Mr. Meyer­
son 's secretary she gave it some very non-philatelic handling. She folded it so 
it would fit the mailing envelope. One can imagine Mr. Huber's ire upon its 
r eturn receipt and a scathing letter from him was a natural concomitant. There­
opon, Mr. Meyerson offered to purchase the cover even in folded condition. 
Perhaps, had his secretary taken beter care in her mailing, it would not have 
been available for our perusal on the night of Mr. Meyerson 's showing'. 

It can be stated that our speaker received a well-merited round of applause 
for his extremely fine display of Newfoundland. If his showing did nothing 
else, it proved to him that he had nothing "to fear but fear itself " in coming 
before the membership with his exhibit. Perhaps, with his reluctance conquered, 
we may see Mr. Meyerson again in the future for another look at his very com­
prehensive collection. (Philip Silver) 

Meeting of April 4, 1962 

Early Pioneer Air Mail Flights 

Wednesday, April 4th was Aero Philatelists night at the club. Ira S ee­
bacher and Albert Philip Cohen, representing the group, undertook the coverage 
of early pioneer flights and their relationship to philately. They were intro­
duced by Philip Silver, National President of the organization, who was pre­
i,;ented with a bound copy of "The Aero Philatelist Annals " for the fine work 
and assistance he has given to Henry lVL Goodkind, editor of the journal. 

1\fr. Seebacher gave a brief history of the origins of flight, starting with 
the legend of Icarus and ending with the pioneer flights of the early part of 
this century. Da Vinci, the 1\fontgolfiers, Blanchard and many other theorists 
and experimenters were covered in his introduction. 

'l'aking us on a tour of the frames which contained many pioneer flight 
souvenir post cards stamped with many of the semi-official labels used to raise 
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mon ey fol' th e numerous air meets held in those early years of the 20th century, 
l\'lr. Seebach e1· explained their use and l1istoric significance in the history of 
a\·iation. Man~· of th ese interesting pieces came from the extensive collection 
of semi-officia Is amassed by Dr. R. H. Shrady. Especially interesting was one 
of the few known covel's bearing the famous " Vin F'iz " label used on the 
U. P. Rodgers !'light from Sheepshead Bay to Long Beach, California in 1911 
and a copy of th e excessive ly rare 1877 "Bu:ffalo Ba lloon " stamp. In addition 
to these and the many semi-officials, a selection of early Zeppelin covers and 
ael'o-posta I stationen· was also shown. 

Taking over the second hal f of the meeting, Albert Philip Cohen, President 
of the New York Chapter of the Aero Philatelists, presented a slide lecture on 
Bl'itish Pion eer air mails. He showed an infinite number of flown covers 
l'rom what is generally claimed to be the world's first official air post. Sanc­
tioned by th e British Colonial Government oE India in 1911, this post was spon­
sored by ·waiter 'Windham , an early fl~'ing enthusiast. Mr. Cohen covered 
this flight with gre<it thoroughness, showing covers in ever? concievable state, 
including a few that were forged and one bearing a counterfeit cachet. 

Next , l\'11'. Cohen showed an overwhelming number of cards and covers 
flown on the Coronation Flights held in England in 1911 and also promoted 
by Walter 'Windham. These flights, from London to Vlindsor, were flown over 
a period of days, each flight bearing souvenir mail. 'l'he exhibition was ar­
ranged ostensibly to celebrate the coronation of King George V. A startling 
and interesting display of pyrotechnics took place during th e latter half of 
Mr. Cohen's talk, when th e club's slide projector went up in f lames much as 
many an unfortunate ear ly p lane did. 

After a brief interruption, Mr. Cohen 's flight was resumed with a new 
machine. Fortunately neither pilot nor <;o-pilot were injured. 

At the end of the talks, Ezra D. Cole, program chairman, presented l\Iessers 
Seebacher and Cohen with certificates of appreciation. Lacking was a medal 
to Mr. Cohen for bravery under fire . ( Ira Zw eifach) 

Annua l Members Competition 

A p ril 18, 1962 

An annual competit10n open to all members r esiding in the U11ited States, 
Uanada and Mexico was established in 1953. Each member is allowed to exhibit 
one frame. A panel of five judges selected by the chairman of the Program 
Committee is instructed to select one Grand Prize and six Awards of Honor. 
Tn addition, the judges may select, at th eir discretion, as many Certificate of 
Tllerit as the quality of the competition permits. 

One week in the middl e of April is set aside each year for this exhibit to be 
open for viewing by the members and their guests. A printed program is given 
to each visitor. Besides, some resident members volunteer to serve for one day 
as hosts and hostesses, answering an~- questions of the guests and being generally 
helpful to those visiting th e club. 

The tenth annual competition took place during the week of April 16-20 
with Mrs. Ehrenberg and Taylor th e hostesses, and Messrs. Altmann, Glaser, 
Rankin and Reggel as hosts. 

Fifty members placed exhibits in ·competition. The frames were placed in 
the central meeting room on the first floor. Each day a number of members and 
invited guests viewed the exhibits. 
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Award ig ht 

As usual, the winners of the competition were announced on the r egul nr 
meeting night of April 18th . This year saw on e innovation that was most favor­
ably r eceived. In past years, all the annual Collectors Club awards also were 
given on this night. Consequentl y, this made the program rather long, while 
those anxious to learn o[ th e judges decisions were forced to sit for a long period 
ol' t ime durin g th e presen ta tions of the Alfred Ji' . L icht enstein M emorial, the 
Coll ec tors Clu b Philot elisl and th e Collec tors Clu b Awards. 

It was decided to have the la tter awards presented at an annual dinn er 
during th e second week of l\Iay. On the night of April 18th and in the future, 
only th e competitive prizes will be pr esented with one exce ption . The custom of 
presenting specially lea ther bound Yolumes of the past volume of the COLLECTORS 

cr.u n P HILATE LIST to t he editor and the members of the Editorial Board will take 
p lace on th e April meetin g rather than a t the .Awards Dinner in May. 

On April 18th, a large group ga thered in the second floor lounge. There 
were not as many present as in past yea rs because of the conflict with Holy Vl eek 
nnd Passover. President George E . Burghard opened the meeting at 8 P. M. 

H e called upon Ezra D . Col e, Chairman of the Program Committee to pre­
sent Certificates of Appreciation to th e following members, who had handled th e 
exhibits, mounted and dismounted them. :Mrs. Ehrenber g and Taylor, Miss 
Ul ern encon, Messrs. Bass, Boutrelle, Glaser , Hals, Higgins, Rankin, Reggel, Reus­
sile nnd Dr. Irwin M. Yarry, th e chairman of the Exhibition Committee. 

F'oll owing this, Editor H enry M. Goodkind pre. en ted the special volumes of 
the ] 961 COLLECTORS CLU B PHrr~ATELIST to H. D. S. H averbcck, Edwin Mueller 
and :F'ranc Ritter . President Burghard then presented a special 1961 volume to 
the editor for his ser vices. 

'\Vith the program moving more quickly than in the past , anxious exhibitors 
now were r eady to hear the news. Th e Chairm an of the Board of Judges, Edwin 
Muell er , made the announ cements. 'l'h e other judges serving with him were 
II. D.S. Haverbeck, :Mortim er L . Neinken, Carl P elnnder and Ira Seebacher . 

Grand Award 

The best exhibit, whi ch r ccei\'ed as the t op prize, a silver posta ge stamp dis­
penser , went to an outstandin g· Unit ed S lat es 1869 I ssue exhibit shown b~· Captain 
Bnrret t G. Hindes of Ross, Cali f. 

Six Awards of M erit 

Six handsome sterling silver dishes, all of equal tanding, ·wer e awarded to 
the following exhibits : 

Salvador, early issu es on and off cover by Max H. Bass, Great Neck, N. Y . 
New Z ealand, Gre(it B arrier I slands Pigeon Posts 1898-1900 by P. C. Crotide 

of New York, N. Y . (This exhibit is that of Editor, H enry lVL Goodkind. In 
order to show this anonymously, the name " P . C. Crotide" was selected , being 
" Editor C. C. P ." Rpell cd backwards. The disguise was per fect , not one judge 
nor member suspected the identi ty of the actual exhibitor ) . 

Unit ed S tat es Tl'll nSCL fla nlic MCLil 1851-61 by W . Newton Landis, Lansdown e, 
P enna. 

Conf ederate States of A meriw P ostal H istory of T ennessee by Thomas L. 
Ray, M. D ., Knoxville, Tenn. 

A ir Mail, Sem i-Official Stamps by R. H . Shrady, M. D ., Engelwood, N. J . 
United States 1869 is.me - S tam ps, Proofs and E ssays of Richard Ellis, 

New York, N. Y. 
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R. Hasbrouck Shrady, M.D. (right) receiving 
congratulations from George E. Burghard , Pres­
ident (left) , who is about to present Dr. 
Shrady with one of the six sterling silver dishes 
for his air mail collection that gained a major 
award . Looking on in the center, pa rt ly ob­
sc ured, is Edwin Mue ller, Cha irman of the 
Board of Judges. (Photo by Boutrelle ). 

A significant observation must be made before making further announce­
ments. The seven major prizes went to three United States, one Confederate, 
one Central American and two air mail exhibits. Foreign showings such as 
European, Asiatic and African were not among the leading exhibits in the 1962 
competition. 

Certificates of M erit 

Fourteen exhibits that received Certificates are as follows: 

Unit ed Stnl es, Essay and Proofs Patent Papers - Solomon Altmann, New 
York, N. Y. 
R eunion 19th and 20th Century covers - Louise Clcmencon, New York, N.Y. 
Israel, the Nahariya-By-the-Sea Local - Arthur Cohen, Rochester, N. Y. 
India and States Postal Stationery - Frank W . Cowen, Plainfield, N. J. 
Uruguay Diligencias and Stampless covM·s - D. E. Hart, 1\!I. D., Massillon, 0 . 
Congo, The First Issiie - Arthur I. Heim, New York, N. Y. 
U.S. The Illinois Central R.R. circa 1861 - W.W. Hicks, Villanova, Penna . 
Confederate States of America, covers - Kenneth E. Keister, Elyria, Ohio. 
U.S . Coil Waste Issiies - Richard C. Mast, D. D.S., New York, N. Y. 
U.S. Postal History, Forerunners of the R egistry System - Barbara R. 
Mueller, Jefferson, Wisc. 
Czechoslovakia, 19th centiiry for erunners of the 11th Czech Regiment -
Wm. Reiner-Deutsch, Bayside, N. Y. 
Unit ed States. Locals a,nd E xpresses Across the Hudson Hiv er - Leon 
l~eussile, Jr., Red Bank, N. J. 
Colombia, Issues of Ciindin·arnarco - John N. Myer, New York, N. Y. 
United States Revenue Essays - Morton Dean Joyce, New York, N. Y. 

Special A ward 

One entry called Philatelic li'nn and Fi·eaks exhibited by l~obert S. Breakey, 
M. D. of Lansing, Mich. attracted so much attention because of its humor and 
its gentle spoofing of philately that the judges ordered a special miniature cup 
about 4 inches high to be awarded to this co ll ection. 

Other Exhibits 

United Stal es A.fr Mail covei·s - Herbert C . .Anderson, Chicago, Ill. 
I srael - Jan Bart, Belle Harbor, N. Y. 
Mexico Stampless covers - John K. Bash, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Is ra el, the First l ss11 e - J_Jeslie L. Blake, vVilliamson, N. Y. 
1llsacc-Lorrni11r - .Adrien Boutrclle, Brooklyn, N. 1-. 
1fli11gary 19th Ce11/11ry - John L. Briggs, Jr. , New YOl"k, N. l"-. 
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AFGHANISTAN (Continued from page 188) 

375 Fig. 108 15 poul dull gray green 
376 Fig. 109 50 poul r ed brown 

1942 24th Independence Day 

The design of the lower of the two values shows the Independence Monu­
ment inside a circle. That of the 125 poul, r epresenting the new foreign mail 
rate, carries the wreathed portrait of Nadir Shah next to the Arch of Paghman. 
Basic inscription " G " appears at the top on each. Th e standard jesh 'n legend 
is written under the central subjects. Both denominations were issued in sheets 
of 12 (4x3 ) , typographed on medium white wove paper and perforated 11%. 

388 Fig. 110 35 poul bright green 
389 Fig. 111 125 poul chalky blue 

(To Be Continued) 
U.S. 4c Lincoln Booklet Panes - William R. Bush, M. D ., Canton, Ohio. 
French Congo - vV. J. Connelly, Brooklyn, N. Y . 
Giuitemala, August 1922 Issne - H. Smnmerfield Day, Champaign, N. Y . 
German Hanseatic States - l\tI. C. Dillingham, Menlo Park, Calif. 
R epublic of V enice 18th Centnry covers - H erbert Dube, Toronto, Canada. 
British Inland Airmail - J. T. Edgar, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Evolution of the Envelope - Edith Faulstich, Yonkers, N. Y. 
Cancellations - John F . Field, San Fernando, Calif. 
Dutch I ndies Stampless covei·s - Harry S. Heymans, New Rochell e, N. Y. 
Germany the 1889 10pf. - Harry A. Holman, Astoria , N. Y. 
Great Britain Mitlready Envelopes - \\Tallace vV. Knox, Oakland, Calif. 
Cape of Good Hop e Pre-stamp covers - Howard A. Lederer, N. Y ., N. Y . 
f ndin F'endatory Sta tes - Alex H. Levine, J ersey City, N. J. 
Tnrkey Ship Cancellations - P. P. Lindenberg, New York, N. Y. 
Pakistan - Jeanne B. Pogue, Cincinnati , Ohio. 
U.S. 19th Century New York Postmarks - H . Lawrence Pool, East Hamp­
ton, N. Y. 
Israel, 1~Twr of Lib eration covers - Sol Rozman , New York, N. Y. 
United Stat es 10c J eff erson of 1882 - Allen I-I. Seed, Jr., New York, N. Y . 
Hapag Co. J1foil in Haiti - F. Burton Sellers, Tarrytown, N. Y. 
Isra el, The Interim Period J ernsalem Stamps and covers - Martin J. Taub, 
New York, N. Y . 
Egypt - Ernest A. Ke11l' , New York, N. Y . 
A!anchonkon Booklet slam ps - Mrs. Conwa~· Zirkle, Secane, Penna . 

A Festive E nding 

Af ter the conclusion of the announcements of the Competition Awards, th e 
members and their guests were invited to gath er in the Library where Mrs. 
Pritchett and Mrs. Eldridge had prepared some r efreshments. 

Once again this exhibition by members and the evening of April 18, 1962 
proved so successful that it is now clear that for th e foreseeable future this will 
be an annual fixture in the programs of the CoUectors Club. One, reading the 
above roster of the 50 exhibits, sees that a diversified cross-section of philately 
and postal history was r epresented, while coll ections were shown by members 
from many states (Ca li fornia had the best in 1962) and Canada. ( H . AI. G.) 
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Uncommon Use 

Of Common Stamps 
What our readers wish to see is a properly used cover having a common stamp that 

catalogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's value is many times the standard catalog price 
for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. Then it is hoped that you will send it to The Editor , 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N . Y. 

France 

Used In Mexico 1862-67 
Upon suspension of payment of: foreign debts by the :Mexican Government, 

Franee, C:reat Britain and Spain undertook a joint intervention to protect their 
interests and landed in Vera Cruz early in 1862 . Spain and Great Britain with­
drew their troops after signing a i>eparate trea ty with J uarez in April of the 
same year. 

Napoleon III r einfor ced his army up to 50,000 men. H e occupied Mexico 
Cit)· in l\fa)· of 1863, and installed Maximilian , th e brother of the Emperor of 
Austria , as Emperor of Mexico. 

ln l•'ebruary of 1867 the Frcneh Forces were ordered home beca use of the 
tense ~uropean pol iti ca l situation and the pressure fro m the Cnited States after 
th e ('Jose of th e Ci\·iL ·w ar. l\laximilian , abandoned bv the French had to 
surrender to Juarez and was executed at Quereta ro in Jt{ne 1867. ' 

Twelve Frcneh Postal Bureaus were established in l\Iexico, the key capital 
lette rs in th e kill er lozenges being "CEl\I " (Corps Exped. Mexique) . The dated 
e;i('hets were double-ringed and showed the same inscription. 

(Continued on page 207) 
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Bool~ Reviews 
Classic United Stat es Stamps, 1845-1869 by Dr. Ca roll Chase. 45 pages, cloth 
bound, illustrated. Published b,v Herman I-Ierst, Jr. , Shrub Oak, New York, 
Price $3.25. 

In 1938, Dr. Caroll Chase wrote a series of articles on the early stamps of 
the United States. 'l'hese articles, written in plain language, make most inter­
esting r ea ding. Each denomination of the 1847, 1851, 1861 and 1869 issues is 
analyzed simply and effectually. The r eader, whether novice or experienced 
collector , can gain much from intensive study of this fine book, which is a com­
pilation of the Chase articles. The volume concludes with a short description of 
the Postmaster Provisionals issued by various postmasters between 1845 and 1847. 

Dr. Chase was without doubt one of the great students known to philatel~­
throughout the world. His most outstanding achievements were '' The Three 
Cent Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue," which fir t appeared in 1929, 
and l1is monum ental work in almost completing the r econstructions of all of the 
pl.ates of: this denomination. 

1 n the almost twenty-five years, since the original publication of the series 
of artic les by Dr. Chase, thousands of words on early United States stamps have 
appeared in many publications. Much has been added because of the research 
and studies of many philatelists, but the Dr. Chase articles could have been 
written today, with practically no change. 

The book is profusely illustrated with pages from the collection of Dr. Don 
H . Silsby of Springfield, Mo. Unfortunately the illustrations, because of the 
method of r eproduction , do not give adequate r ecognition to Dr. Silsby 's magni­
ficent sta mps. On the other hand, the type is large, clear and easily r eadable. 

This book should be read by everyone interested in collecting the ea rly stamps 
of the United States. (Mortimer L. Neinken) 

Th e 1'1lrkii;h Post in the Holy Land, by :F'. W. Pollack. 60pp, illustr., Published 
by the Holy I1and Philatelist<;, Ltd. , Box 14002, Tel Aviv, Israel. $4. 

All works which carried the F. W. Pollack byline within the last decade arc 
scholarly, comprehensive and authoritative. 'l'he latest, devoted to the Turkish 
Post in the Holy Land - the first of six volumes to be published in the next 
three years covering " Holy Land Postal History" - continues the high stand­
ards which Dr. Pollack has set for himself. 

The book is thin, but frugal use of type size has packed within its hard 
covers an encyclopedic wealth of information: just about every pertinent fact 
that is known about the subject. Dr. Pollack has drawn heavily upon the pre­
vious works of other students, postal records and non-philatelic reference works. 
BL1t he has nei ther " lifted" data , nor been satisfied with statement<; before 
double checking accmac~- of any of them. To these he has added his own know­
ledge of the field, and his own i·eadable style of writing-. 

Since the crea tion oE Isra el, most collectors have call ed " Holy Land " only 
1l1 osc pre-Israel places tha t now lie wi thin Jsrn el's geograplu cal borders. Dr. 
Pollack does not r;ommit t hat error. Th e " IIol~' Land" never was, nor today is 
a geogrnphical area nor ])Olitical entity. It embra ces each and every place 
historicall~- associated with th e Old 'l'estanwnt and sanctified during the thirty-
1 lirre wars ol: Christ's life . 

. A.ccordin gl~· , this book deals wilh tile postal histo ry aml postmarks of places 
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UNCOMMON USE (Continued from page 205) 

In addition four rare cachets are known from special bureaus: Corrcsp. 
D 'Annees: Bstramadm·c-IJouisimi c-Floride and Vera-Cruz. 

Th e following cachets, used on troop transports are known : 

Corps Exp. l\l exique V. Franc. ('F'rench Steamer ) 
Corps Rxp. Mexiquc V . .Angl. (British Steamer ) 
Corps Expec1. Vera Cruz (Tripl e ring cachet ) . 
(No special Navy cance llations ar e known) . 

Th e illustrated cover , franked with Scott France, Nos. 25 and 27 shows the 
killer, CE MB (Corps l ~xped. Mexiquc, Bureau B ) and a similar cachet. 

The fin al part of the can cellation ui,;ed on e capital letter from · ' A " to 
" l\l " ( the letter " I " was omitted ) to cl enote the source of the twelYe army 
offices in Mexico. 

(Dr. F red C. Brock, Burbank, Calif. ) 
" ·hieh today al'e part of Isra el, .nia , ·Lebanon , Jordan , Cyprus and Bg~·pt. 
Dr. Pollack a lso ha s gone to great cxtrrmcs to careful!~- and clearly illustrate 

th e postmarks which hr desel'ibrs. l\lol'c important, perhaps , is the evaluations 
he has placed on the Yarious types. H e ltas adopted the European method of 
appraising: using "units " of rarit~-, takin g th e num eral ' ' l '' as a base (esti­
mating " 1 ' ' to equal one dollar C. 8. ), so that th e quotations will be comparable 
and standard a score of years from now as they al'c today. (Ernest A. K ehr) 

'J'lt c hdcrposlals Of Egypt, 1861-1892 b,,- l~n1rst A. K ehl'. 
Published b.Y 8tamp ·world Inc ., Box HG , Bethpage, N. Y. 

36 pp., Illustrated, 
Price $2.25. 

'Cntil \Yol'ld vVar I , som e of the standard catalogues und many albums listed 
and had spaces for the unusual round adh esives of' Eg~· pt , known as the Inter­
postal Seals . Adually, not too much \\"as known about th em, except that they 
had been used to frank official mail. A fe w pioneer pl1ilatclists had tried to 
rlassil'." th em and partial lists had been eompi lcd by Koch, l\Ioens and Luff. 
The !'il'st serious handbook-catalogue wa.-; compil ed b~· th e author of this work, 
Ernest A. Kehr , in 19-13. Since that tim e so much more information has come 
to lig·ht that th e present book was compil ed . 

About ha ll' of the new work is devoted to an intensive study of. the back­
ground of th e Intcrpostals. It is mention ed that th e.'· antedate th e r egular 
post a I adh esives by a bout two years. Th e were l'irst used by the Posta Eurpea 
when it was a private service. Th e method for accounting for official mail 
pro,·ed to be so successful that it was continued until 1892 under the Egyptian 
Go,·crn men t service. 

The r emainder is a specialized catalogue lis ting of a 11 kn0\.1'11 varieties ac­
cording to types and sub-types. The pricing is a useful guide to r elative scarcity. 
Students will note that the 11ames of some cities and towns arc spell ed in more 
than on e way when Latin letters are used. This discr cpanc,,- is due to th e dif­
fCl'ing- l'orms ol' t1·anslitcration from the Arabic letters. 

Th e book is well illustrated in order to clarify the differnn ccs br which the 
n1rious t,Ypes ma.1· be identified. · · 

This is a Yery inter esting work. It takes a littl e known aspect o f Egyptian 
philately and makes it cl ear for th e interested philatelist. It is by far the best 
Jisting of these stamps that has been attempted to date. The fact that it is 
publish ed points up the in creased interest in the out-of-the-way facets of philat­
ely. It is an important book for th e specialist in Egyptian stamps .. (H. D.S. JI.) 
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·~==PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS===~ 

Published Under T he Auspices Of The 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ••• 9 Illus .•• • $1.00 

• 
No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 

By Louis Stich 84 pages •.. 20 Illus .••• $2.00 

• 
No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY ST AMPS 

By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages . •• 225 Illus .••• $3.95 

• 
No. 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 

By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages .•• 75 Illus .••• $2.00 

• 
No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 

By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ••• 800 Illus .•.• $12.50 

• 
No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 

By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ••• 530 Illus •• • • $10.00 
$7.50 to C. C. members 

• 
No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 

By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ••• 24 Plates ••• $25.00 

• 
No. 9 CUMULATIVE INDEX, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

VOLS. 1-39 Incl. {1922-60) $2.00. VOLS. 30-39 ONLY {1951-60) $1.00 

• 
No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 

By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages ••• 88 Illus .••• $10.00 
$7.50 to C. C. members 

• 
No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, TH E GENERAL ISSUES 

By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ••• 82 Illus •••• $2.00 

• 
No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 

By Earl Antrim 251 pages .•• 176 Illus ... • $10.00 
$7.50 to C. C. members 

• 
No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 

By Irving I. Green 32 pages •.. 14 Illus . . .. $1.00 
( R eady September 1, 1962) 

'~= THE COLLECTORS CLUB=~ 
22 East 35tb Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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n e 'v for 19 6 2 fro 111 Scott 

SCOTT'S 
INTERNATIONAL 

PARTV 
Covering all of 

1960 

SCOTT'S 1962 
INTERNATIONAL 

AIR POST ALBUM 
Covering 1955 to mid-196 1 through August 

1961 

Comp lete: $11 

Pages on ly: $7 

• Complete 5-volume Album ... ..... $75 
• Com plete Album- pages only . $55 
• Supp. # 17 in 2 # 3 Air Post 

Binders ............... . ....... .. $30 
• Supp.#17-pagesonly .. $22 

av a i I a b I e no"- a t a 11 S cot t de a I er s 

These al bums, l ike al l Scott albums, make durable, handsome homes for your 
stamps. They reward the every effort you spent in bui lding your collect ion by 
offer ing you the perfect setting against which to display it. 

----- ----- ------,------.------, ------------------­
s C 0 1 T \ T \ PUBLICATIONS , INC. A Di vi sion ofEsquire, l nc., N.Y. 1, N .Y· 

--- --- _______ . ____ ___ . _______ : 
-------------------
WANTED 

UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN 

Stamps and Covers 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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SOME CHOICE AUCTION DATES FOR 

1962-63 SEASON STILL AVAILABLE 

Our 1962-1963 fall and winter schedule is in preparation and prospective sellers 
who wish to take advantage of the active auction market should communicate 

with us promptly. 

A s Philatelic Auction specialists we provide a sound and competitive market for 
stamp collections, accumulations, dealer's stock and other properties . Our 

clientele is international. 

Over 35 years of successful experience in the field assures the maxi mum in re ­
sults. Our rates are competitive . 

Some properties, because of their nature are best sold privately. Our constant 
awareness of the philatelic market often enables us to effect a sale within a 

a few days of receipt . We place many valuable properties in this manner. 

Your Inquiry Is Welcome 

SUMMER VACATION-Our Offices Will Be Closed from July 14th to July 28th 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
Teleph one (Area Code 212 ) Judson 2-2393 
FOR 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
VIII 
ROMANIAN POST OFFICE 
in the Turkish Empire - 1919 

(There was only one Romanian Post 
Office in Constantinople . It remained 
open a short time only.) 

During a visit in Constantinople (to­
day's ISTAMBUL) in March 1920, I 
secured the cancellation of a few scarce 
errors, in the Romanian P. 0., and am 
offering same after 40 years, together 
with some mint errors never offered 
before: 

#7 Sb green 
8 I Ob rose 
9 I Sb brown 

I I 40b gray br. 

Mint EB's of 4 
2.00 10.00 
2.00 10.00 
2.00 10.00 

10.00 
2.00 10.00 

Used 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
8.00 
3.00 RAI Sb green 

7(a) Sb green 
(few known) 

8(a) IOb carmine 
5.00 

(few known) 6.00 

7.00 

10.00 

the initial 
220. (The 

#7(a) and #S(a) are on 
print of Romania #219 and 
used stamps are on pieces.) 

A Penny Black Stamp Co. 
~P. 0. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 
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MY BUSINESS IS TO 

KNOW THE MARKET 

Buying and Selling Stamps 

• 

EZRA D . COLE 
NYACK, N . Y. 

Telephone Elmwood 8-0964 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as lon g as you enjo y coll ectin g and 
as long as yo u have fun with your 
stamps. But wh en you get tired of a 
coll ection because it has r each ed its 
goal, when yo u want to start in another 
philatelic fi eld, do not h esitate to dis­
po se of th e " fini sh ed" coll ection. In 
thi s way you will obtain additional 
fund s for purchases in yo ur new fi eld. 
When yo u decide to sell, talk with a 
deale r whom yo u have tru sted with 
your purchases. He is the ri ght man to 
se ll for yo u the items h e ha once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and h elp of thi s kind. 
Co ntact u s when th e time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a sati s­
factory sale of your mater ial , e ither 
by priva te sale or by auction. 

M.ERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel .: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Ad d ress : Mercstamp Newyork 
\Vhat Others Say 
"to the casual user of the Encyclo­

paedia there is no doubt that the 
treatment of the postal history aspect 
of Australasian philately in its broad­
est aspects is what will appeal most . 

The only way to fully appreciate 
the scope of the Encyclopaedia is, 
quite naturally, to own it." 

Stamp Collectin g , 16.3.62. 

" please accept m y sincere congrat­
ulations on an outstanding achieve­
ment. Your Encyclopaedia will cer­
tainly live as one of the great refer­
ence books of Philately long after 
you and I are gone. Criticisms of 
details there are bound to be. What 
I do wish to do is to express m y 
appreciation of your breadth of vision 
in formulating the idea and your 
courage in carrying it out." 

lain D. Jex Long, 7.3.62. 

" ' Everything' m ore or less describes 
its contents, f or we are sure that 
never before, not even in the classical 
reference works of The Philatelic 
Society, London, has so much phila­
telic information appeared within the 
convenance of a book on this subject . 
Virtually, every aspect of Austral­
asian philately has been dealt 
with . . . " 

Stamp Lover, A pril-May, 1962. 

" Your Volume 4 is su perb and 
will be a great addition. Well done 
- my grateful congratulations." 

Stuart Southwood, 7.3 .62. 

about Volume IV of The Encyclo­
paedia of Empire Postage Stamps 
which is available (at $12, in­
cluding postage) 

from 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
Philatelic Publishers 

50 Pall Mall , London, S. W. 1., 
England 

Cables: "Stamps, Lo11do11, S. W. 1 

When replying to t his aclverlisement please 
mention t hat you saw it in "The Collectors 
Cliib Philatelist." 
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x

For 

Covers, 

Cancellations 

and 

Specialist Material 

of 

Any Country In The World 

• 
G. S. MANNERS 

46 lverna Court 

London, W . 8 England 
, .................................................................................. . . : 
I • . . 
I • . . 
f •• POST AL HISTORY • • ! 
; f 
! O ur Postal History auctions, held at f 
T reg ula r intervals, contain just a bout every- ! 
! thing other than a dhesives as listed by f 
f re gular catalogues. ! . . 
f Ind ividual scarce covers, specialized I 
! collections of historical material, Reve- f 
f nues, scarce postal stationery, a nd usually I 
T a nice lot of philatelic literature. 1 . . 
I • 

T If you are inte rested in add ing un· 1 
! usual pieces to your collection, be sure f 
f to drop us a li ne for a copy of the I t next POSTAL HISTORY A UCTI ON cata- f 
T logue. You will be intrig ued by the 1 
! variety of material offered . f 
I • 

T You will also fi nd our stock of POSTAL i 
! ' T STATIONERY extensive, and we will be 1 
! glad t o q uote on ind ivid ual items or f 
1 exte nsive collections of most countries. T . . . . 
I • . . 
f HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. ! 
! ' ! 23 North Santa A nita, Pasadena, Calif. f 
: . 
! PS : We also hold regular auctions of 1 
f adhesives, too! I 
• I 
I • t. . .................. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... ... ... ... ... ......... ... ... ... . t 
 

ro:!J:IOQDDOQOQOOOQOQOQDOQDQOOQ!1 

AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For yea rs we have specialized in 
supplying airmail new issues. Our ser­
vice is tailored to suit the needs of 
each individual customer. Whether the 
a irmail stamps of the whole world or 
of onl y a few countries are required 
we can supply them. Each monthly 
new issue d istribution is accompanied 
b y a copy of our "Topical o tes" 
(samples sent free on request). See 
for yourself how much you will save. 
No postage values. 

APPROVALS FOR 
THE SPECIALIST 

We carry a compreh ensive stock of 
Air Posts of the World and welcome 
want li sts for sets and individual 
items. Many errors and varieties are 
always available. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
Georges A. Meda war, Pres. 

521 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y. 

rn:n:umoooooaoooooaoooaooooi:n:1to: 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G.Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
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THE EARLY STAMPS OF 
VENEZUELA ON COVER 

18·59 Two copies of 'h r coar se im­
pression pay ing double letter 
r ate from L a G u ia ra to Caracas. 
Bl ue La G uia ra c .d .s. 29 Sep 
l 863 ..... ······ ..... ....... . .... . 30.00 
'h r yel low from Victoria to Ca­
r acas cancell ed "O" in b lack. 
Fine impress ion dated 16 F eb 
1860 . ············· .... .. $28.00 
'h r yell ow orange from L a Guiara 
9 Jul l 859 cancell ed by rare r ec­
t'1ngle of squares (5x5) $60.00 
'h r yellow orange f ine impres­
s ion cancell ed with r ectangl e of 
bars (3x6). 12 Sep 1859 . $•50.00 
'h r yellow or ange fin e impres­
s ion cance ll ed "S" in blac k. 20 
)'[ay 1859 ... . $25.00 
1f, r yellow o range coar se impres­
s ion cancell ed with manu script 
" l 862". Jan 12 1862 ... 22.00 
lhr orange coarse in1p ress ion 
from Victoria Feb 28 1862 can ­
ce lled by old rate mark " 7" i n 
black .. .. .... ...... ........ 32. 00 
:Yi: r orange coar se in1pression 
with La G uia ra c. d .s. in r ed. 

$22.00 
'h r from Cagua 24 J an 1860 can ­
cell ed with Manuscript "X" in 
b lack . . . . . $16. 00 
'hr from Cura 19 Apr 1860 can ­
cell ed with ManuscripL "C" in 
blac k $20. 00 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
"For the one who has 
. something 

Annual Clearance 

Startin g May 15 
"Juli ard Classics" 1962 

wi ll be sent free 
1t"i th a d iscount card 

* From )1111e 30 t.o July 15 
W'e will accept bids on the 

items still available. 

W rite today: 

ALEX S. JULIARD 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

" 

(Est. by Louis )uliard 73 years ago) 
J u 1 y 18-19 A u c t i o n 

CANADA 

19 lots Stampless Covers 
55 Pence I ssues 

20th century Imperf Pair s 
191 lot s P late Blocks 

1903-S including scarce Officials 

BRITISH EMPIRE 

168 lots offered by Country 
th e property of Dr. S. S. Crouch 

Foreign Coll ections 
& Va tican 

I l lu st ra t ed Ca t a logs A vai l abl e 

FAL L AUCTIONS 

September 

O ctober 

D ecember 

12-13 

24-25 

5-6 

S u bsc rip t io n t o Ca t a log s & P rices 

Rea l ized f or t h ese and a l l 1963-4 Sa les 

$5. 00 

• 

J. N .. SISSO·NS LTD. 
59 Wellington W , 

Toronto , Canada 

Ph. Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 
XI 
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ask fo r 

40 page Price list of 

specialized collections and lots 

Retail price list of singles and sets 

Austria, British Colonies , U . S. A., 

A rge n t in e, Bolivia and many other s 

1962 Price li s t of 

Philatelic Literature 

80 pages, 5000 items 

SOc deductible fr om f irst purchase 

Wholesale Pricelist 

to Dealers only 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 Highland Ave. 

Jamaica 32, N. Y., U.S. A. 
At Your Service 

For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 
PORTRAITS 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Phuatelist.) 

230 Jay Street 

Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 
XII 
PORTUGAL 
AND 

COLONIES 

STAMPS 
ESSAYS 

PROOFS 
COVERS 

vVe currently have the largest stock 
of these stamps in professiona l hands 
in the U nited States, including the 
Manuel Galv ez collec ti on of essays and 
proofs. May we have your want li st ? 
\ Ve have about 95% of the stam ps to 
l 9:l5, including the great rarities. Or 
m ay we se nd you a selec ti on tai lored 
to your tastes? 

rJew GnglanJ Stamp Co. 
45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
Back Numbers 

of the 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

PHILATELIST 

Many fro m Volume 10 (1931) 
up to the present Volume 41 

in stock 

For complete listing, see page VIII 
of Ma y, 1962 number. 

Prices: 1931-1940 - 3.00 each 
Prices: 1941-1962 - $2.00 eat'h 

Send your inquiries to: 

The Collectors Club 

22 E. 35 Street, N. Y. 16, N. Y. 



HARRIS 
U.S.A. 

CATALOG 
*** 

HUNDREDS OF VERY 
LATEST PRICE CHANGES! 

1962 EDITION 

160 PAGES • NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
New U.S. & B.N.A. Catalog .....,.. containing hundreds of important price changes - is a 

must for every collector. Compiled by experts of the world's largest stamp firm, this new 
Harris SECOND 1962 Edition contains 160 large pages with nearly 2000 clear illustrations. 
You'll find· all major U.S. Postage and Air Mail "issues fully illustrated and priced ••• plus 
Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials, 
Revenues, Postage Dues . • • AND a big specialty section featuring plate number blocks, 
first day covers, Americana, and others. Also iUustrates and prices United Nations, British 
North America, and U.S. Possessions. EXTRA ••. Complete U.S. Stamp Identifier - a 
valuable section that quickly indicates the difference between rare and common look-alike 
stamps. ALL this and more in one BIG catalog for only 35c! Mail handy order coupon 

**************** 
HARRIS SECOND 1962 EDITION - U. S. & B.N.A. 
Catalog contains hundreds of price changes and 
Includes: 

• All major U. S. Postage and Airmail issues 
••• PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope. 
Squares, Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials, 
Revenues, Po:s;tage Dues. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position 
blocks, plate number blocks, mint sheets, per· 
forated coils, booklet panes, first day covers, and 
other items. · 

• Complete Illustrated listings of U. S. Posses· 
slons, Confederate States, United Nations and 
British North America. 

• Big "Americana" section - postal tributes 
to the United States, on foreign stamps. 

• U. S. Stamp Identifier - fully Illustrated 
booklet. Use It to check your own collection ·for 
valuable hidden stamp treasures! 

AMERICA'S MOST WIDELY-USED U. ·s. CATALOG 

below for your copy of the famous 
HARRIS U.S. Catalog - SECOND 1962 
Edition. It's your best reference book, and 
most reliable source of supply for desirable 
issues at money-saving prices! 

SECOND m EDITION ••• 35t 

~ 
------..a---------------. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Catalog Dept. Boston 17, Mass. 

Please RUSH me, postfree, the all-new SECOND 
1962 Edition of your 160 page catalog, UNITED 
STATES STAMPS, U. S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA, including the U. S. Stamp Iden· 
titler, etc. I am enclosing 35,. 

Address-------------
City I. 
saw ~------------~ 



$1.153,648 

• • • AND ONE AUCTION TO GO 

Last Season we were pleased to report in our Annual Resume a record 
auction realization (necessarily excepting the "Caspary" years) of 
$1,218,272. 

The current Season, which will end in mid-July, is expected to conclude 
with a total that will equal or exceed the 1960-61 figure. 

The Private Treaty Department has been more successful. In the pre­
vious Season $200,031 was realized but already this figure has been 
comfortably exceeded. 

As to the future Season, a most satisf ac:tory number of collections has 
been received for sale. Nevertheless there are many excellent dates 
available and we would be interested in hearing from potential vendors. 

Our Private Treaty Department is naturally never filled so if your pre­
tference is for sale in this direction we can certainly help you. 

Write us in confidence, requesting the booklet "Modern Methods of 
Philatelic Selling." 

H. R. HARMER. Inc. 
The World's Leading Stamp AucUoneera 

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK 36, 
PLaza 7·4460 (Code 212) 


