
Philately South Africa:
Stamping with Adél

Issue 3                               Newsletter                        June 2025              

Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.

Stamping Spotlight:

Jamie Smith showing the first 
part of Iraq

From my Desk:

Mauritius Postal Stationery

Items of interest: East African 
QSL cards
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From the Editor

This was a very busy but exciting month indeed. I attended EuroPhilEx in 
Birmingham, met up with quite a few ex-pats and attended various live society 
meetings. Whilst my fellow South Africans were shivering back home, I was basking 
in the glorious spring weather here in the UK.

Index
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Philatelic Calendar

Internationals
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

EuroPhilEx
Birmingham 2025

7-11 May 2025 FEPA EuroPhilEx2025

Gauteng Regional
Exhibition 2025

8-11 May 2025 AFVP Afrikaans100

Great American Stamp 
Show
Illinois

14-17 August 
2025

APS GASS 2025

National Stamp Show 2025
Paarl

3-6 Sep 2025 PFSA PFSA

NORDIA 2025
Sweden

12-14 Sep 2025 FEPA Nordia 2025

PHILAKOREA 2025 17-21 Sep 2025 FIP Korea 2025

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2025 PFSA PFSA

AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025

Virtual

https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOgA6FtKSi9L9XJHXj69kYMGurTclW36CSbE8XqKRyeZ-IuQ/viewform
https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/


EuroPhilEx 2025

The South African Invasion of Birmingham
What a great event this was, and in the usual South African spirit, we took over:
Danna Strydom, Jannie Hofmeyr, Keith Klugman, Clinton Hale & Les Glassman. 
We reminisced about home had a good old skinner as well.
The exhibits were out of this world and it is interesting to note the various ways 
that people present their material.
Then there were the dealer tables, plenty abound but also a few big names were 
not in attendance. The topic of most conversations was whether one should 
travel to the Boston 2026  Exhibition as a commissioner, as the import and 
export tariffs of the USA changes on a daily basis.
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The South African Exibits
1 Danna Strydom -  Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (Transvaal) The Second 
        Republic 1881-1899  Gold Medal (92 points)
2) Les Glassman – Mocambique and Mocambique Company –  Gold (90 
      points )   
3) Jannie Hofmeyr -  Philatelic Invention in the United States: 1861-1881– 
          Grand Prix International class – Large Gold (97 points)
4) Keith Klugman  - Victorian Postage Stamps of Natal 1857 - 1901, FEPA    

        Grand prix entry
 Herewith a link to all the results: Results
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file:///C:/Users/bulpi/Desktop/Newsletter/Links/2025.06 - EuroPhilEx_birmingham_2025_Palmares.pdf


Rhodesia Study Circle - Conference

This was my first time attending the RSC Conference in the UK. It is well supported 
by members and the local dealers. The program for the 4 days was well planned and 
catered for all collecting areas and levels of expertise. The knowledge shared on at 
these conferences is invaluable. Don’t miss the next one. A lot of preparation goes 
into arranging these events and they went smoothly as per usual thanks to Mike 
Hoffman and his team. 
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Reader Submissions

I believe in collaboration, and you are welcome to share you’re your collection with us 
here: This month I received interesting material from Richard Stroud of an early OFS 
item that involves two reverend gentlemen: Hofmeyr and Louw
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CAPE TOWN TO FAURESMITH, 1860

A small cover from Cape Town, backstamped CAPE TOWN AU 11 1860, is 
addressed to the Rev. J.H. Hofmeyr care of the Rev A.A. Louw, Fauresmith. 
Research into the two pastors revealed the inter-relationship between the prominent 
clerical families of the early days of Southern Africa: Louw, Hofmeyr and Murray. 
The letter was probably written from a family member in Cape Town to the 
Reverend Hofmeyer who was visiting the Reverend Louw in Fauresmith (the second 
oldest town in the Free State).

  

The cover has a Cape 4d triangular affixed (blue to deep blue on white paper – SG 6 
or 6a) cancelled with a triangular barred postmark: the 4d (per half ounce) paid the 
Cape postage up to the border of the OFS1. There is no other postal marking. 
Allison notes that the official postal route from the south into the OFS had been 
defined in 1857 as Colesberg to Bloemfontein via Fauresmith but modified in 1858 
to Colesberg to Bloemfontein via Fauresmith and Bethany2. Such routes can be 
found on postal history maps of the period3. Allison further notes that the lack of 
internal OFS postage of 6d on incoming mail was typical of the period and this 
appears to have been the case for all such mail. He assumes that addressees would 
collect their mail from the post office and pay the postage but notes that no incoming 
cover has been recorded showing any OFS postage having been paid4. 
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The following genealogical information has been obtained from various internet sources, 
mainly wikitree.com to which acknowledgement is made5.

Reverend Jan Hendrik Hofmeyr (1835 - 1908)

Born 3 February 1835 in Waterhof, Cape Town. 
Son of Arend Hermanus Hofmeyr and Susanna Maria 
Hofmeyer, née Louw.
Married Isabella Murray on 7 February 1861, in Dutch 
Reformed Church (DRC) at Graaff Reinet by Pastor A. 
Murray (her father).
Pastor of the DRC at Somerset-East for forty years.
Ordained his son J. M. Hofmeyr  in Winburg on 18 
February 1899.
Died 25 August 1908 at age 73 in Cape Town.
His statue is in front of the Somerset East DRC.

Reverend Andries Adriaan Louw (1827 - 1908)

Born 3 May 1827 in Paarl.
Son of Johannes Roedolf Louw and Johanna Fredrika 
Louw, née Auret.
Married Jemima Murray (1836 to 1904) on 9 
September 1855 in Graaff-Reinet.
Was the first minister of the DRC church in Fauresmith 
for 12 years, then for 15 years at Murraysburg, then 
retired to North Paarl.
Died 24 June 1908 at age 81 in Paarl.

A son, Andries Adriaan (Andrew), born on 26 February 1862 in Fauresmith, became 
a pioneering DRC missionary. 

Sources
1.  Brian Trotter RDP: Southern African Mails – Routes, Rates and Regulations, 
pub 2016, page 107.
2 & 4.   A.R. Allison RDPSA: The Postal History of the Orange Free State 1830-1900, 
pub 2015, pages 107 and 118.
3. T.S. Jones: Postal History Maps of the OFS and ORC 1850-1910, pub 1995, 
OFS SC.
5. Wikitree.com: for genealogical data, specifically wikitree.com/wiki/Hofmeyr-
2 for Rev. Hofmeyr and wikitree.com/wiki/Louw-1532 for Rev Louw. 



Last months ZOOM Experiences

This month I attended my zoom meetings from many different locations. In doing 
so, I experienced a few technical difficulties which made me appreciate my office 
setup back home all the more. Even with me traveling quite a bit this month I 
refused to miss out on the usual meetings.
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STOCKPORT PS

Stephen Parkin is an excellent host who selects his presenters carefully to 
ensure a variety of topics and material to be covered throughout the year. We 
were entertained by Jamie Smith who displayed the Italian East African 
Campaign Part 2. Herewith the link to the presentation: View Here

file:///C:/Users/bulpi/Desktop/Newsletter/Links/2025.05 - Stockport - Italian East Africa Part 2.pptx
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KING’S LYNN PS

These meetings are popular and thus well attended. 

Maurice Buxton– ‘The GB decimalisation and the P.O’ was very well 
presented and the layout of the material was beautifully displayed. The 
research and the amount of material is extensive.
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SEEOPS

These meetings are hosted by Margaret Emerson, I learnt a lot from this 
meeting, join them if you can.

Malcolm Coe – ‘Cover Stories – Sudanese Postal Stationery 
1897-1920’   This display was  not done in a traditional way, but 
the story that was told was absolutely brilliant, I was left 
wanting more.
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PHILATELY SOUTH AFRICA: Stamping with Adél

This was a well attended and fun meeting. Many different items were shown. 
Herewith is the link to view the link: Recording

Ted Roberts –  Cinderellas and other pieces used as 
stamps in South Africa without it being taxed

Michael Torreggiani –  Trials and tribulations of the Kyiv 
Post Office during 1992. very interesting.

file:///C:/Users/bulpi/Desktop/Newsletter/Links/2025.06 - Stamping with Adél - 08 May 2025 - All Show.mp4
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Adél Bulpitt– Australian States

CIVIL SERVICE PS

Margaret Emerson is the host and it was my pleasure to present my display on 
the Australian States. Herewith is a link to my display Link

file:///C:/Users/bulpi/Desktop/Newsletter/Links/2025.06 - Civil Service - Adel Bulpitt - Australian States.pptx
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MUFFIN BREAK

This is an interesting gathering of friends in Canada, it is a relaxed meeting 
and all sorts are shared.

Victor Millard –  This exhibit was showcased at the 
Voortrekker Monument to celebrate the 100 years of Afrikaans 
bin the South African Constitution. It is a well told and 
illustrated story incorporating more than just philatelic items. 
My favourite yet this year.



My Latest Acquisitions

We have 3 local auctions per month in the Gauteng area where I live. It is run by 
Kenny Napier and Clinton Goslin. These auctions are well attended and they have 
a healthy amount of international buyers as well. This is what I recently bought 
from them:
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Trinidad and Tobago newspaper wrappers sent to the U.P.U. as samples. The 
dates are receiving dates
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Another excellent presentation by Jamie, I am always learning, and his 
knowledge of Africa constantly amazes me. I show a few extracts on the next few 
pages.

You can access the recording via the following link: Link

file:///C:/Users/bulpi/Desktop/Newsletter/Links/2025.06 - Happy Hour - Jamie Smith - Iraq 1.pptx
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Book Review

The South West Africa Official Stamps- 1926 to 1955
Danie van Zyl

This publication, authored by Danie van Zyl and published in 2024, is presented as 
a printed version of a 2-Frame Exhibit. The author's motivation for turning the 
exhibit into a book stems from the observation that a significant amount of 
valuable philatelic information gathered for exhibits displayed at national 
exhibitions remains unrecorded, often seen only momentarily before disappearing 
into albums or boxes. The printed word is highlighted as a permanent and highly 
accessible method for distributing such information.
The book focuses specifically on the South West Africa Official Stamps issued 
between 1926 and 1955. Within this scope, the author examines 27 stamps in total. 
These comprise 10 stamps overprinted "OFFICIAL" and "OFFISIEEL," 5 Union of 
South Africa stamps, and 5 SWA stamps (resulting in 27 stamps overall after 
accounting for variations and possibly pairs/blocks counted as single "stamps" in 
the exhibit context). Beyond identifying the stamps themselves, the book delves 
into their numerous variations and illustrates examples of their postal usage. 
Official stamps were designated for official mail purposes. 
The author draws upon various established sources in philately, including the 
South African Philatelist journal (spanning 1926 to 1956), the Net Catalogue of the 
Stamps of South Africa & South West Africa (1971), Nati Becker's authoritative 
book The Overprinted Stamps of South West Africa to 1930, among others. 
Interaction with dealers and collectors is also acknowledged
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The book concludes by noting the 
discontinuation of both Union and South 
West Africa Official Stamps in 1955. It 
touches upon the historical philatelic 
debate regarding these overprinted 
stamps, referencing differing opinions 
published in the South African Philatelist, 
where some saw the numerous varieties as 
a "hardship" for collectors, while others 
viewed it as an "exciting adventure". By 
presenting this detailed collection, the 
author provides a valuable record and 
insight into this specific area of philately.

Contact the author to buy your copy: 
rsastamps@danievanzyl.org  

mailto:trsastamps@danievanzyl.org


From my Desk

Mauritius Postal Stationery
Gerald M King produced fantasy stamps in 1965 depicting Alice in wonderland to 
Commemorate the character from the Lewis Carroll books to celebrate the centenary 
of Alice’s character. He did this due to the fact that the UK didn’t produce stamps to 
commemorate this event. It started out as a set of 34, but it was well received, 
and more were produced.
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1896 8c+8c Rose on buff postal stationery reply type postcard in
fine unused condition with diagonal SPECIMEN h/s. 
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1896 36c Brown on glossy cream laid paper postal stationery envelope (type G)
 in fine unused condition with diagonal SPECIMEN h/s.

1895 'MAURITIUS/INLAND POST CARD' FORMULA card

1895 'MAURITIUS/INLAND POST CARD' FORMULA card
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1899 3c red on 4c black on 3c green on buff postal stationery wrapper addressed to Ivory Coast

1899 3c red on 4c black on 3c green on buff postal stationery wrapper addressed to Reunion
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1900 2c black on 8c red postal stationery postcard (size d)

1904 20c blue  Envelope with SPECIMEN
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Front of Postcard

Rear of Postcard



Local Club Meetings

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try and 
attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my experiences with you 
in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come and say hi. 
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WITWATERSRAND PS – WOODMEAD

Ian Matheson –  Showed ‘The common letter’ which is 
excellent indeed. The way that Ian tells a story leaves one 
wanting more. The recording can be viewed here:  Link

file:///C:/Users/bulpi/Desktop/Newsletter/Links/2025.06 - WITS - Ian Matheson -The Common Letter.pptx
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Items of Interest

QSL Cards

A QSL card is a postcard-sized card exchanged between radio amateurs to confirm 
a radio connection. It acts as a written confirmation of a two-way radio 
communication, serving as proof of the contact for various purposes, including 
awards and collections. The exchange of QSL cards has a long tradition in amateur 
radio, dating back to the early days of radio communication in the 1920s. While 
still used, the practice of exchanging QSL cards is less common than it used to be, 
with many hams now opting for digital confirmations or using QSL bureaus to 
send and receive cards. 

1938 Northern Rhodesia QSL Card

1950 Nyasaland QSL Card



Jamie Smith’s Book Signing

On 14th May 2025, in a quiet community room of Stockport’s Bredbury Library 
an historical literary meeting took place. They had gathered to attend an 
extraordinary event where Jamie Richard Smith, now from Stockport was 
Tabeling not 1 but 6 books, 2 being Fantasy novels the others containing about 
500 pieces of poetry all with AI generated drawing all of which he had created 
to enhance his works.  What was extraordinary was that Jamie is a 90-year-old 
R.A.F. veteran and that it had taken 65 years of writing to produce the books.
As he talked, he leaned forward and the audience leaned forward to listen to 
him as he went on to talk about Africa, where he had lived for over 40 years, 
being charged by thirst-crazed elephants, chased by a roaring lion, being 
followed by the poisonous spitting cobra and the beauty of Africa’s snowcapped 
mountains.  The purpose of these stories was that his writings are based on his 
life and the experiences gained in his 90 years of life.  The dream - to see these 
books adapted and made into action packed films.
The event finished with a lively period where books were bought, signed and 
discussed.  There are more books to follow within the next 6 months.
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Travel with me

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try 
and attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my calendar 
with you in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come 
and say hi. I love tea and biscuits.
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Jamie Smith - Manchester
The book signing is on 14 May 
2025 at the Bredbury Library 
in Stockport.  Please attend if you 
can, he would appreciate it.
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