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The So-Called Barletta and Trani Issues 
by V. Hermanowski 

(Translated by Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz ) 

From time to time here and elsewhere 
,vc continue to hear news, that t he 
paste,· stamps of so-called Barletta and 
Trani hsues, are postage stamps, and 
moreover that t hey are attached to 
the 2nd Polish Corps in Italy. 

Although t he status of these ha,; 
previously been known and widely pu­
blicized, still it is worth while to give 
general Philatelists this information. 

To avoid any kind of misunderstand­
ings or insinuations-I am writing only 
as a Philatelist, an old Philatelist, 
r1ating back to the early stage of Phi­
lately . 

The definition of a postage stamp is 
a lready known by the general Phila­
telist. 

Philatelists everywhere know, that 
the headquarters of the 2nd Corps in 
Italy issued four stamps and a block. 
They appeared on the 1st of .January, 
l94(l in the denominat ion of Zloty. On 
each stamp is inscribed, "Poczta Po­
lowa 2 Korpusu." The pictures on the 
stamps are as follows: (1) Ruins of 
the Monastery at Monte ·Cassino, (2) 
Ancona, (3) Bologna and (4) General 
'William Anders. Beyond these aborn 
mentioned stamps the 2nd Corps had 
no other issues. 

Frnm where did the stamps with the 
picture of Holy Mother Mary become 
attached to the 2nd Corpsf This matter 
has been widely .and seriously publicized 
in the years of 1946-1947. These are 
not postage stamps, and furthermore 
were not issued by the same corps, but 
just plain pictures privately printed 
in the form of a postage stamp, but 
having no attachment whatsoever with 
the postoffice. 

Two values of the 
so-called Barletta­
Trani Issues. Top 
value - the Holy 
Mother of Cz~sto­
chowa. At the left 
-the highest ·mili­
tary award, order 
of Virtuti Militari 

With these stamps the term Ba1·letta 
and Trani became attached. This is the 
hi story: After the termination of the 
war in 1945, in the tenitory occupied 
by the 2nd Corps, arrived refugees 
frnm Germany and Au stria. 'l'hese refu­
gees wern previously in German con­
centration camps, taken there forcibly 
by the Germans. 'rhe majority were 
women. A small group of intellectuals 
of the 2nd Corps took over ancl helped 
them. These people were placed in two 
neighboring villages of the Adriatic 
Sea - Barletta and 'rrani (the name 
of the picture stamps). These villages 
were near the Italian Port of Bari. 
In all there were 3,500 of these dis-
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A registered cover showing the four stamns issued bv the Poli.sh 2nd Corps in 
Italy, referred to on previous page by author V. Hermanowski. 

placed persons. They had their own 
officers and orcler. For their own cor­
respondence which was limited they 
were permitted to use Polish fielcl post 
No. 120 of the 2nd Corps which was 
in a village adjoining. 

In April of 1946, less than a year 
after the war an article appeared in 
the press about new Polish stamps for 
Barletta ancl Trani, but no mention 
was made of these being stamps of 
the 2nd Corps. 

Various Polish Philatelists came to 
t hese villages to acquire these pictures, 
but none of the populus of Barletta 
and Trani ever· saw or hearcl of these 
stamps. They were also not seen in 
the nearby Polish field post No. 120. 

The writer has visited these Polish 
villages a few times in search of the 
new Polish stamps, but the result was 
negative. It is hereby added that the 
life in Italy at this time was normal 
and also even in our village the Italian 
Postal syst em was normal. 

In the newspaper "Gazeta Zolniel'Za" 
of the 7th Quartermaster Division 
questions by Philatelists were asked as 
to where stamps of Barletta and Trani 
were and no one knew in the villages. 

Inqui ri es by collectors to the Barletta 
and Tr·ani pictures became so numerous 
that in • . Tune, 194fl the leader of these 
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Polish villages officially issued in the 
"Gazeta Zolnierza" that of any Polish 
postage stamp or Polish post office in 
the villages of Barletta and 'l'rani he 
has no information. 

Philatelists, as is known, are a group 
of people on the alert; they look and 
question. After some time it came to 
be known that the "stamp" of Barletta 
and Trani was the "work" of on e or 
more stamp dealers. New revelations 
appeared: it was found that the "main 
store" is located on a side street of 
Rome where these stamps are being 
sold wholesale in whole sheets with 
the profit in the pockets of these pri­
vate dealers. v\' here is Bari and where 
is Romef 'l'his is proof that the so­
called "stamps" of Barletta and 'l'rani 
never saw an official post office, and 
no one has ever seen them on bona­
ficle letters. 'l'h ey are only private 
pictures issued for profit purposes only. 
Philatelic hi story knows of similar 
accounts. 

It seems that the business at the 
beginning prospered because the dea­
lers were not satisfied and printed 
a new issue. In a short time a second 
issue appeared, different from the first. 
The theme of these is always kept 
in a pathetic-patriotic to ne. So we have 
a picture of Mother Mary of Cz~sto-
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chowa and General Dl}browski of the 
Polish Leg ions with a soldier of the 
2nd Corps, the order of Virtuti-11frlitari 
and others. \\"e also find a "stamp" 
fo r air mail. Oh .,·es, eve n a stamp 
with the autograph of the former 
president of the United States, Frank­
lin Delano Roosevelt . We also find 
blocks of Barletta and Trani . On each 
stamp we find the wo rds "Poczta Osic­
dli Pol ski ch w Itali i", and here is not 
a mention of t he 2nd Corps. 

Whil e this is going on, during the 
year of 1946 t he 2nd Corps is evacua­
ting Italy and goin g to England . In 
Great Britain the same speculants of 
Italy revive new life into the pictures 
of Barletta and Trani. In 1947 in Lon­
don appears a Philateli c magazine, its 
sole pu r pose was to prove that t he pic­
tures of Barletta and Trani are pos­
tage stamps. In a series of clou ded 
nrticles the magazine tri ed to conv ince 
its readers that the pictures ought to 
be recognized as trne stamps. T hi s 
magazine in a short period "died", 
w hich proved that the Barletta and 
'l'rani pictures are on ly labels of pri­
vate individuals and of no valne phi­
latelically. 

IN MEMORIAM-W. E. HARRYMAN 
A grert number of collectors of Po­

land will hear with great regret of 
the death on Feb. 17, 1955 of W. E. 
Harryman, of Coulsdon, Sul'l'ey, Eng­
land . 

He was one of t he best-known col­
lectors of Poland in Great Britain and 
was always willing to give his advice 
to any new or young coll ector. 

He was a friend of Colonel La rking, 
w ho started him off on his collection 
of Poland, which I understand, finally 
totalled some +0 volumes. Besides being 
a member of POLONUS for a number 
of years, he organized and was Presi­
dent of the Polish Co ll ectors Circle in 
London. 

His death will cause great sorrow 
to his many friends and correspondents 
t hroughout the World . 

-John C. Crimlisk 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
"!IL M. Pawlak 

2904 West 25th Place 
Chi cago 23, Il linois 
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F:NANCIAL REPORT FOR YEAR 
ENDING JANUARY 31, 1955 

RECEIPTS: 
Illem bership dues paid 
Bulletin subscipt ion 
Gift from member J. ,Jaworski 
TI0•1tnJ of frames: 

Chicago P lay . Carel Collectors 
l~oselle Stamp Club 
Rave;1swood Stamp Club 

Commissions received: 
R. Durkiewicz (Polpex sales) 
'l'cd Light (Polpex auction) 
R. Burkiewicz (Sales ci1·cuit) 

Polpex Hl5+ Advance (refund) 
Polpex Receipts 
Raffle Receipts 
Picnic Ad vance (refu nd ) 
Polpex Sales 

565.15 
3.00 
2.50 

24.75 
3.00 

75 .00 

10.00 
14.50 
12.50 
50.00 

359.06 
15.60 

7.00 
57.02 

'l'OTAL RECEIP'rS 
Balance on hand Feb. 12, '54 

$1198.73 
766.99 

'l'otal 

r,ISBURSEMENTS: 
Bulletins (Miller Print Shop) 
Bu lletins (Hollywood Press) 
Bulletin plate expense 
Membership cards 
Picnic printing 

$1965 .72 

$125.40 
187.05 

5.00 
6.25 
9.00 

Ci.ft for F. Kovarik, A. Banasiak 
Picnic Advan ce 

5.00 
15.00 
40.11 
69.14 

Beeba expense for year 
Postage, mailing bulletins, etc. 
Subscrip tion to S'l'AMPS 
S. P.A. Dues, 1954-5-6 
Purchase of exhibit frames 
Purchase of irla ss for frames 
Advance on Polpex 1955 

Total 
'l'otal Receipts-

2-12-54 thru 1-31-55 
Total Disbu rsements-

2-12-54 t h ru 1-31-55 

5.00 
3.00 

184.59 
87.50 

100.00 

$ 842.04 

$1965.72 

842 .04 

Hct balance on hand l-31-55 $1123.68 

.Jos. A. Banasiak, Treas. 

Approved by Auditing Committee 
Cheste r W . Makowski 
Stanley Ku cha rz 
John S. Bobo 

HERE'S A TIP -
" 'hen sending parcels of stamps thrn 

the mails, send them Air Mail Insured. 
The cost is about one-third as much. 
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OUR LADY OF WILNO 
by Roman Witowski, C.S.C. 

The cu rrnnt :Ma,·ch • Ap,·il issue of 
MARY, a bimonth ly published hy the 
Ca n11elite Fathers of Chicago at 6415 
·woodlawn, containR a sto ry by Bl'Othe,· 
Ro111a 11 vVitowski, C.S.C., of Holy 'l'ri­
nit,v 1-ligh School, Chicago, e11titled -­
"Our Lady of vVilno." 

'l'his account is one of the first in 
the English language giving a hi sto­
rical sketch of a Poli sh Madonna littl e 
known in America, ~-et Poland's seco 1l\l 
most famous place of pilgrimage anrl 
prayer. 

Reveral illu strations, espec ially, a re­
prorluction of the special stamp issued 
rece ntl y by the Vatican City postoffice 
at the close of the Marian Year s in ­
gidarly honoring Poland's Eve ,· Glo1·io11s 
Lad~, of "Ostro Brama" under her of­
fi cial tit le "Mater Misericordiae" (Mo­
t.he ,· of Mercy), featmes the article. 

'l'h is is the second time that a l\lJadon­
na is the principal figure on the stamps 
of the Vatican Cit.v. It was arranged 
h.v the Polish artist Casimera D!J,brow ­
ska. She previously, in 19-!3, was res­
ponsible for the Hol~- See's Sai nt Ma 
1·ia Goretti commemoratives, t hereb.,· 
gaining the unprecedented distinction 
of being the first woman ever to p lan 
and rlesign a Vatican City postage 
stamp. 

At th e 16th annual exhibition and 
bourse of the Polonus Philateli c Society 
which was concluded March 6, in Chica­
go, the Polpex 1955 souvenir sheet 
honored the Madonna at the Holy Gate 
of '\Yilno. The sheet contained an il­
lustration of "Poste Vaticane" 20 lira 
value stamp with a portrait of Wilno's 
Blessed Virgin Mary. A very old Polish 
hymn to the Blessed Virgin framed 
the top of the souvenir sheet and the 
"Osra Brama" shown below. 

Last November the Vatican f.:ity Post 
Office a nnounced that a special Marian 
stamp would be issued by the Holy 
See to commemorate the closing of the 
Marian Year. 'l'he stamp canied the 
likeness of Our Lady of "Ostra Brarna" 
in \Yilno, Poland. The selection of Our 
Lady of Wilno by Pope Pius XII for 
this unpai·alleled honor has prompted 
this article. 

In Poland's classification of Marian 
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churches and places of p il grimage, with 
approximatel y . -!60 miraculou s pictures 
and statues of the B lessed Mother, the 
sh,·ine of Our Lady of .J asna Gora at 
Cz,:stochowa hold. first rank. Second 
place, in the opinion of many Polish 
scholars, is held by the Romanesque 
gateway and its miraculou s pictlll'e of 
the ever Virgin Mary of Ostra Brama 
at '\Vilno, in northeastern Poland. 

The Lady of \\"iln o is venerated br 
other peoples besides the Poles. She 
is Patron ess of countl ess millions in 
neighborin g Lithuania, Latvia, '\Vhite 
Russia, and else where, in clu ding the 
'C'nited States. 

Since HJ39 this ce nturi es-old center 
of cultural, po li tical and eco nomic de­
velopernent of Eastern Europe, is a 
part of Soviet occupied territory. 

"Brarna" means porch or gate. "Ostra" 
literally means sharp or acute; and here 
eastern , because it faces the east. Thu s 
the correct title should be: "Our Lad~-
of the :Eastern Gate." 

This simple gateway, normally open 
to pedestrian and veh icle traffic, origi­
nall y was a pai·t of t he a ncient Wilno 
cit,,· wall. It crowns the summi t of a 
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narrow, ascending street that leads to 
the towns of Krewa and Midnick. 
This roadway is bounded on one side 
by the arcade and walls of the church 
of St. Teresa of Avila, a Carmelite mo­
nastery, and on the other by stuccoed 
houses of dignified appearance. 

Centered in the arch of the gateway 
is a chapel. On its exterior wall, facing 
the city, in large letters, are written 
in Latin the words: "Mater Misericor­
diae" (Mother of Mercy). Below is a 
large window flanked by two smaller 
ones, above which are marked the 
words, "Sub 'l'uum Praesidium Confu­
gimus" (we fly under Thy protection). 
In this chapel, as an integral part of 
the altar, hangs the miraculous image, 
the Lady of Wilna. 

Because the archway chapel is very 
small, accomodating approximately 50 
people, the icon of the Madonna of 
Ostra Brama is so placed in the tiny 
shrine, that even though protected from 
the elements by the above-mentioned 
windows, it is clearly visible to all in 
the street. 'l'hus, day and night, winter 
and summer, the thoroughfare in front 
of the Marian holy place, truly is a ba­
silica in the open air. For this reason 
it is considered by many as the most 
unique shrine of its kind in the world. 

In contrast to' the massive church 
of Our Lady of Cz\lstochowa, the Ma­
the,· of Mercy place of prayer in Wiluo 
is a simple one. It is not too richly 
endowed with gold jewels, pearls or 
elaborate lamps. Even the votive of­
ferings, for special favors received, are 
plain and inexpensive. 'l'hey consist of 
crudely designed tiny silver memorials 
in the form of crosses, legs, hands, 
eyes, hearts, etc., bearing th-e names or 
initials of th ei r donors. 'l'hese cover 
every inch of the walls of the altar 
and chapel of Ostra Brama. The only 
ornate and more costly decoration is a 
silver half-moon covering the entire 
base of the miracuolous image. 

The early history of the Ostra Brama 
shrine and picture is not known. This 
four by two-and-one-half-foot half - fi­
gure of Mary is painted on oak hoards. 
Its technique, in the opinion of certain 
critics, is similar to artistic creations 
of an early period of Christianity, as­
sociated with ·the ancient Sienese school 
of painting. However, others trace it 
to the Renaissance era. Polish chroni-
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cles first make mention of the Wilno 
Madonna in the seventeenth century. 
At that time it hung, pa1tly protected 
from the rain and snow by a small 
roof, on the open wall above the gate, 
facing the city. 

In the year 1626 the Discalced Car­
melite friars were invited to 'vVilno. 
Here, near the Sharp Gate, certain Po­
lish nobles soon endowed them with a 
church and monastery, named in honor 
of St. 'l'eresa of A vii a. 

Noting the fe1·vent devotion of the 
people to the Madonna attached to the 
Ostro Brama, the Carmelites, with per­
mission of the city's magistrates, Te­
moved this image to their church of 
St. Teresa. Subsequently, due to the 
preaching and zeal of these Carmelite 
monks, even greater loyalty to the 
Blessed Virgin Lady of Wilna was 
enkindled in the hea1ts of the faithful. 
For here many graces and favors were 
granted by God to hundred of souls 
through the intercession of the Mother 
of God. 

In 1671, a special wooden chapel was 
erected near the ShaTp Gate and the 
portrait of the Madonna of Mercy 
placed therein. In the 1715 fire the 
picture of Our Lady of Wilna was 
miraculously saved even though : he 
chapel was completely destroyed. Soon 
thereafter, with the aid of many gen­
erous offerings, the Carmelites erected 
a more elaborate archway. Made of 
brick, it contained a chapel and altar 
to house the precious image. That Ro­
manesque gate and shrine stands even 
to the present time. 

Looking at the picture of the Lady 
of the Eastern Gate one notes that her 
hands are folded on her breast. Her 
head is tilted somewhat to the right 
shoulder. With half closed eyes cast 
downward, the Virgin's face of fair 
complexion expresses great tenderness, 
compassion and infinite abnegation. 

Since Hi71 the original painting has 
been covered with a silvered and gilded 
over-dress, fashioned to represent clo­
thing, crowns and halo. It is richly 
stamped with floral and symbolic mo­
tifs. Mary's halo sheds forty-two gol­
den rays, spaced by twelve stars of 
gold. Her head is covered by two sep­
arate crowns of gold and jewels. The 
top crown, supported by two angels, 
represents Mary's Queenship in Heaven. 
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The lorl'er· one signifies her supreme 
reign O\·er the earth. 

Although the image of Wilno carried 
do1,Lle crnwns for centuries, the so­
lemn ecclesiastical cornnation of the 
Ostra Drama Madonna was not per­
forn1c<l unti l .Tuly 2, 1!)27. T he actual 
erowni 11g ceremonies took place on the 
frnnt steps of the cathedral of Wilno 
becau se its plaza co uld accomodate 
man:· morn thousands of pi lg rims than 
ti re thornughfare leading to the Sharp 
Gate. 'l'he crnwns were blessed and 
placed on the head of the icon by 
Car,li 1ml Kakowsk i, the late Primate 
of Poland. 

In "Free Poland" for services and 
<1evotions the Lady of Wilno Chapel 
"·as opened daily at 6 a.m., when one 
H~ss after another was celebrated un­
til noon either by the Carmelites of by 
vis itin g clergy. Each ·w ednesday and 
Satunlav at Vespers, special devotions 
\,-ere held. At this time the Rosary was 
recited, the Litany of Loreto and 1-Ia­
rian hymns sung, a se rmon preached, 
a:1d Benediction of the Blessed Sacra­
ment given . 

Pilgrimages from distant parts of 
Poland and neighboring countries were 
the most numerous from May until 
Octobe r, and especial ly on the Blessed 
Lady's special solemnities. 'fhe most 
important anniversary, proper to the 
Haclo ,rna of Ostra Brama under her 
title of "Mater Misericorcliae," was 
celebrated on November 16. 

Each pilg rim in the processions going 
toward Wilno had a bundle on his or 
her back held there by a strap around 
the neck. The bundles contained prn­
visions for the pilgrimage. Sometimes 
a priest led his congregation; again a 
person started along and joined other 
groups on the way . Many walked the 
last mi les to Wilno barefooted. Still 
different individuals approached the 
last block to the shrine on their knees, 
pausing every few feet and bowing 
profoundly in recognition of the wel­
come of the Lady of Ostra Brama. 

Reaching t hei r place of pilgrimage 
some wayfarers prostrate themselves on 
the street in front of Mary's miracu­
lous image; others knelt on the cobble­
ston es with outstretched anns. By ga­
zing at the wonder-working icon of the 
Mother of Goel, these and like units, 
revealed their tender and genuine love 
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for the J\Jediatrix of AH Graces. 
In recent years several effo r·ts have 

bee :1 made by the enemy to destroy 
the Lady of W iln o. l~arly in 19±2 a 
Soviet Commu nist soldier came to the 
shrine an cl in seeming sincerity offered 
two large cand les. He pleaded that 
they be burned as votive li ghts in t he 
name of his deceased and supposedly 
Catholic parents beside the sacred icon. 
After hi s offering was accepted, it was 
discovered t hat, embedded in the wax, 
with fuse attached to the wicks of 
the candles, were sticks of dynamite. 

Last November the Polish press in 
America revealed that the image of 
the Blessed Virgin of the Sharp Gate, 
by order of the Soviet authorities, hatl 
been removed to the nearby church 
of St. Teresa. The Communists ordered 
the shrine in the Ostra Brama closed, 
and the street always kept open fo r pe­
destrian and vehicle traffic Prayer in 
this anci ent thoroughfare is now strict­
ly forbidden . Yet, many of Mary's 
children co ntinue to ignore the com­
mands of the Bolshevic atheists. Even 
at th e risk of arrest and imprisonment 
they continue to pray and pay tribute 
to their Mother-the ever-glorious Lady 
of Wilno. 

I,1:ARIAN YEAR VATICAN STAMPS 
To the "Our Lady of Wilno" article 

I would like to add that the three 
vari ety three-color Marian Year Issue 
is regard ed by the Vatican Philatelic 
Agency as the most beautiful stamps 
ever issued. Six tria l printings were 
made befo re the final , very subtle 
colo rs were accepted fo r the 20, 35 and 
60 lira set. 

-Walter Szymlek 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
\Yith deep regret we lea rn of t he 

death of Frank Horowitz, a friend of 
Polonus On many occasions he ser ved 
as a judge at our shows. 

TIME TO PAY YOUR 1955 DUES! 
Your membership in the Polonu s 

Philateli c Society expired Jan. 31, 1955. 
Please help the society from doing 
much additional work and from extra 
expense by se nding in your 1955 dues 
promptly. Remittances of $2.50 for dues 
go to Joseph A. Banasiak, Treasurer, 
3016 W. -!J st Street, Chi cago 32, Ill. 

Polonus Bulletin, March 19:3:, 



ANOTHER POLPEX GONE BY! 
Approximately 800 people attended 

the 16th annual Exhibition and Bourse 
of the POLONUS Philatelic Society on 
11farch 4, 5 and 6, 19:35 at the Falcons 
Hall in Chicago. 

The Grand Award was taken for the 
second consecutive year by John C. 
Crimlisk of Yorkshire, England. His 
exhibit of Austria-Poland pre-stamp co­
vers, Galician cancellations, Austrian 
occupation of Russian Poland and Etap­
penpostamp postmarks was neatl y clas­
isified, explained and displayed. Mr. 
Crim li sk is now tied with Dr. L. P. 
Kozakiewicz who also i s is a two-time 
winn er of the Larking 'l'rnphy. This 
trophy must be won by a member 
taking three Polpex Grand Award s 
before it can be kept permanently . 
Should one of the above mentioned 
gentlemen win next year, the Larking 
Trnph y will become their permanent 
property. 

'l'he Polish Research 'l'rophy went to 
Myron E. Steczynski for his compre­
hensive study of Poland 3 mk. on 
40 f Provisional (believe me, it sure 
was comprehensive). For the fi rst time, 
a collection of covers and cancellations 
of the Warsaw Insurrection of 1944 was 
shown by Dr. Matthew E. Uznanski. 
Never before was such little known 
material of the Warsaw uprising shown 
in such a large quantity and elabo­
rately studied and descibed. 'l'his exhi­
bit received the Best Poland 'l'rophy. 

This year a new award - Best Pri­
soner-of-vVar Trophy was introduce,]. 
From the many exhibits in this class, 
the Murnau collection by Leo. ,J. Topo­
lin ski rated the trophy. 

Besides the numerou s Polish exhibits, 
many foreign collections were shown. 
Favorable comments were made at the 
exhibition on the democi-atic showing 
of stamps, which included a fine Israel 
coll ec tion. Emerging as winner in this 
class was John S. Bobo with an out­
standing display of U. S. Revenues. 
He received the Best Other 'l'han 
Poland 'l'rophy. 

'l'h e Novice Award 'l'rophy went to 
a fir-st time exhibitor Zdi slaw Obara 
for his Port Gdansk I ssues. First Award 
Gold Medals went to Chester Mikucki 
for Polish War Covers; to Dr. Ru ssel 
R. Vorhees for his "Characterist ics of 
Jewish Art"; to Jack Doma1· for his 
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·warsaw Local s . . second .Award Silver 
Medals went to . Sigmund Bor for hi s 
Burma; to Stanley Kucharz for his 
Ten L'iberated Cities; to M. A. Boja­
nowicz of England for hi s Polish Field­
post in Russia (this exhibit also i-e­

ceived the S.P.A. Research Award.) 
Third Award Bronze Medals went to 

Roman J. Wojcicki for Polish Airpost; 
to .John Gapinski for Semi-Official 
Stamps; and to Myron Steczynski for 
Constitution Corn rnernorati ves of 1921. 
The Prisoner-of-War Gold Medal went 
to Stanley L .. Takubowski for hi s Neu 
Brandenburg and Grnssborn collection. 

A total of six trophies and 16 medals 
were awarded. Grateful acknowledge­
ment is due to the following donors: 
Myron Steczynski for the Col. Larking 
Grand Award 'l'rophy; to Dr. L. P. 
Kozakiewicz for the Polish Research 
'l'rophy, the Best Poland 'l'rnphy and 
the Best Prisone r-of-War 'l'rophy; to 
Jack Domar for the Novice 'l'rnphy. 
'l'he present Polonus officers donated 
the Best Other 'l'han Poland 'l'rophy. 

'l'hanks to Sidney Shayrnan who do­
nated a regi stry book; a good many 
of the visitors to Polpex 1955 signed 
in for our permanent record. 

Roman Reinowski reported that the 
Bourse was very successful and that 
the dealers went away well satisfied. 

H. E . Harris & Co. gave POLONUS 
gift certificates. Each rnern ber who 
received one promptly donated it to 
Stamps For Th e Wound ed. 

'l'he Beeba was greater than it ever 
was. A total of 125 attended. Anthony 
and ,Joseph Banasiak a nd Sigmund Bor 
of the Beeba Committee earned a well ­
deserved "Thank You". Among t he 
ladies that helped in th e kitchen and 
with the se rving were Mrs. Anthony 
Banasiak, Mrs. .Tos. Banasiak, Mrs. 
.John Bor, Mrs. S. Krawiec, and two 
ladies of the Moose Stamp Club Mrs. 
Mildred Lane and Mrs .. June Bell. 

A wonderful turnout of members 
occurred on 'l'hursday night to put up 
the show. And then Sunday evening 
many willing workers helped to take 
it down. 'l'heir nam es are too numerous 
to mention here - all we can say is 
"we are gratef.uJ.." 

And last but .. not least, a vote of 
appreciation is exte11d ecl to Henry S. 
Barth for hi s work as a successful 
Polpex Chai rrnan. 
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NEW ISSUES 
by .J. J. Domar 

New issues planned for the eal'ly 
quarter of 1955: 

·warsaw Monument set of 8 values. 
Designed by Prof. E . . John: 5 gr. Syre­
na; 10 gr. P. Dzierzynski; 20 gr. Bro­
therly Defense; 40 gr. M. Kopernik; 
(iO gr. A. Mickiewicz. Those designed 
J, y R. Kleczkowski: 15 gr. Zygmunt 
IiI Waza, 45 gr. M. Curie-Sklodowska 
and 1.55 zl. .J. Kilinski. Steel engraved, 
size 25.:3 x 31.25 mm. To have been 
released in .Tan. or Peb. 

In Peb . or March, a set of "Land of 
the West" was proposed, of 20, 40, 60 
gr. and ] zl. values. 

-FILAT ELIS'l'A , Warsaw 

CASIMIRA D4BROWSKA 
(Pollowing is a sketch about the 

designer of the Vatican Marian stamps 
clisc1issed in the "Our Lady of \Vilno" 
a rti cle.) 

Casimira D11browska was Lorn at 
Warsaw. Already at the age of seven 
her talent was known throughout the 
citv. At 14 she entered her first paint­
ing in a \Varsaw art exposition, and 
it received wide acclaim. Encouraged, 
she conti nued in the field. She had a 
total of 28 expositions in Poland alone. 
Th e n in Paris she displayed her art in 
three more expositions and then went 
to Rome. 

Here she made a portrait of His Holi ­
ness, Pope Pius XI. In 1939 she painted 
a portrait of Cardinal Pacel li who la­
ter became Pope Pius XII. 

In 1950 Miss D11browska was l' e • 

Give Your Old 
Stamp Cata_logues, 

Albums & Duplicates 
to 
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STAMPS FOR THE 
WOUNDED 

Send Your Material To : 
Barney J. Fialkowski 

2633 N. Emmett Street 
Chicago 47, Illinois 

I 

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Sigmund Bor, Secretary 

5326 S. Laramie Ave. 
Chicago 38, Ill. 

Joseph A. Banasiak, Treas. 
3016 W. 41st St. 

Chicago 32, Ill. 
Publications Committee 

Zdzislaw Obara, Chairman 
2028 W. McLean Ave. 

Chicago 4 7, Ill. 
Cheste r A. Schafer, Editor 

4329 W. Walton St. 
Chicago 51, Ill. 

Associate Editors this issue 
V. Her111anowski, \,\'alter Szymlek, 
Roman \Yitowski , C.S.C., .T. Domar 

and Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz 

Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. The views expressed by the 
authors of articles appearing herein 
do not necessarily express the views 
of the Polonus Philatelic Society. 

quested to do a po rtrait of Maria Goret­
ti. Casimira pl aced her ideas on paper 
in the form of a rough sketch and suh­
rnitted it to the Pope. His Holiness 
was pleased with the expression of 
purity, innocen ce and grace and gave 
permission to finish the portrait to be 
used for holy pictures throughout the 
world. The same masterpiece was used 
in lf)53 as the main design of the · 
stamps commemorating the 50th anni­
versary of the martyrdom of the child 
saint Maria Goretti. (Condensed from 
an article by W. Wonneherger .Tr. in 
LINN'S R'l'AMP NEWS of 10 / 12/:33.) 

TID BITS 
Dr. J\f. E. Uznanski has among his 

many collection s, one that is unique­
his Submarine collection . He has col­
lected this mail fo r the last 20 years. 

'l'he German submarines Brnmen ancl 
Deutschland were the only subs ever 
authorized to can y mail back in Hll6. 
Special stamps were issued for letters 
and parce ls canied to and from Ger­
many in subs. '!'his was the only recog­
nized commercial mail by the Unive rsal 
Postal Union. 

POLONUS members were fortunate 
enough to see the collection and enjoy 
a lecture by Dr. Uznanski when he 
spoke at a program meeting recently. 

DUES ARE PAYABLE NOW! 

Polonus Bulletin, March 1955 


	v127 p1
	v127 p2
	v127 p3
	v127 p4
	v127 p5
	v127 p6
	v127 p7
	v127 p8

