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Interior view of two of our 4 floors at 3 East 57th Street 

we're more than just a pretty face 
or the world's most 

beautiful stamp store 
Our activity in the editorial management of the Scott's Catalog and our unique tradition as 

the world's first major stamp auction house, are your assurance of unparalleled expertise and 
Integrity. 

Whether selling your stamps at auction or through direct sale, the extraordinary facilities 
of Harmer Rooke mean the efficient, expeditious and courteous processing of your material to 
afford you the most satisfactory realization. 

NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT! NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE! 

DIRECT INQUIRY MAY BE MADE BY CALLING, TOLL FREE, 
ON THE HARMER ROOKE "HOT-LINE" 800-221-7276 

from anywhere in Continental U.S.A. except New York State 
(In New York, Call (212) Plaza 1-1900) 

INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS • SALES AGENTS • APPRAISERS 

3 East 57th Street New York, N. Y. 10022 (212) Plaza 1-1900 

ESTABLISHED: LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939 

The Collectors Club PhUatellat ta publtabed bl-monthb' (Jan., Mar., Ma'" July, SepL, No•.) bJ' the Collee­
tore Club. lnc., U a:aat 16 StreeL New York. N. Y. 10016. Annual SubecrlpUon Ratea: - SlU.00; '6.00 tor DOD• 

protlt matltuuona. lnellvl<lU&I ooptea - SJ.lit ea. 
C The Collectors Club, Inc. , 1973 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next internationa l auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Babnhofstrassc 102 P.O.B. 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

Here are eight beneficial answers : 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

5. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at large. 

6. Advice and council is available from the members with respect to all aspects 
of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of valuable 
properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

AMERICAN A STAMP 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
147 W. 42nd St., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 
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J ast in case . . . 

You would like to sell 

your TREASURES Nat­

urally at TOP PRICES 

only. Why not make use 

of our services. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& co. 

well known all over 

the world 

During the long years of doing business, we have handled practically 
all existi1;.g rarities of world renown - including the BLUE and RED 
MAURITIUS POST OFFICE. 

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately are 
always offered in our auction or bought outright. 

Entries should reach us till the end of this year. 

Suitable mate rial is being accepted n o w . 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
The prtrtner for ambitious customers. 

Speersort 6 

HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables: EDMORO 
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MINK US 

NEW AMERICAN 

CATALOG. 1973 Edition 

Complete with full-color , 12-page supplement 

showing riches of U. S. Classics. 

Over 12 ,500 entries . . . over 2,500 illustra­

tions ... 350 pages. 

Prices listed for singles, plate blocks, sheets 

and first day covers . Including commemora­

tives, regular issues, duck stamps, postal sav­

ings, revenues, stationery, Confederate, Pos-

sessions and U. N. ..................... ............... $4.95 

MINKUS 

NEW WORLD WIDE 

CATALOG. 1973 Edition 

Winn e r of Silver Medal at London's Inter­

national Exhibiti on ( Philympia '70), (Vermeil 

Certificate at Belgica '72) ... over 3,750 

pages . 186 ,000 entries . . . 55 ,300 illus­

trations . . . I 00,000 essential price changes. 

And now including Mainland China ! 

Vol. I: U.S. & Possessions, Br. Commonwealth 

& Irelan d , U. N., Cent. & S. America, 

Mexico, Africa & Asia (including 

Mainland China) Over 2,000 pp. 

$11.95 

Vol. 11: Europe, East & Western Colonies and 

former Colonies world-wide, Occupa­

tions, Special Zones, Vatican. Over 

1,800 pp. .. ..... ....... ................. .. . $11 .95 

AVAILABLE IN SEPTEMBER (AND USUALLY SOLD OUT BY NOVEMBER) - ORDER NOW! 

REGIONA LS: Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerand $2.00. British Commonwealth $3 .50. Germany $2.50. 

Russia, Czech, Hungary, Poland, Romania $3.50. 

These and all Mink us Publications-Regional Catalogs, Album, Supplements-are available at the 

stamp & coin departments of these fine stores : 

ATLANTA, GA.-Rich's 
BALTIMORE, MD.-Hutzler's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
BOSTON, MASS.-Jordan Marsh 
CHEVY CHASE, MD.-Woodward & Lothrop 
CHICAGO, ILL.-Marshall Field & Co. 
CINCINNATI , OHIO-Pogue' s 
CLEVELAND, OHIO-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS, OH 10-Lazarus 
DALLAS, TEXAS-Sanger-Harris 
DENVER, COLO.-May - D & F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH.-J. L. Hud·son Company 
GARDEN CITY, N . Y .-Gimbel's Roosevelt 

Field 
HARTFORD, CONN .-G. Fox 
HOUSTON , TEXAS-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.-L. S. Ayres & Co. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.-J. W. Robinson 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbel's 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.- Dayton 's 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Maison Blanche 
NEWPORT BEACH , CAL.-J. W . Rob inson 
NEW YORK , N . Y .-Gimbel's 
OMAHA, NEBR.-Brandeis 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL.-J. W . Robinson 
PARAMUS, N . J .-Gimbel's 
PASADENA, CALIF.-J . W . Robinson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-Gimbel's 
PITTSBURGH , PA.-Kaufmann's 
POR TLAND, ORE.-Meier & Frank 
RICH MON D , VA.-Thalhimer's 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS-Joske' s of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.-May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-The Emporium 
SEATTLE, WASH.-The Bon Marche 
SKOKIE, ILL.-Marhall Field & Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.- F amous Barr 
VALLEY STREAM , N . Y.-Gim bel's 
WASHINGTON , D.C.- Woodward & Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N. Y .-Gi mbel's 
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ROMANO HOUSE - Treasure House 

For all enthusiasts who appreciate good quality stamps a visit to o ur Rare Stamps 
and Specialist Department at Romana House will prove of great b e nefit. 

Situated at 399 Strand, ju st a short distance d own from our 'shop', it presents a 
unique opportu nity for specialists to discuss their collections an d interests with our 
experts, in a comfortable and friendly a tm osphe re. 

All visitors are encouraged to exami ne the many fine exhibits of Philately on per­
manent display in Gibbons Galle ry. Each month new displays by prominent phila­
telists are arranged and there is always a member of ou r staff available to answer 
any questions you may ha ve. Forthcoming attractions are: from J11nuary 1-31 THE 
COMMON MARKET-a display of Great Brita in and the other European Comm u­
nity countries. G. B. by Walter Jackson; the European material from Gibbons own 
Rare Stamp Department. From February 1-28 BELGIUM by B. Lesli e Barker R.D.P .. 
F.R .P.S.L. 

When next in Lon don make sure you put Romano House on your calling list as we 
foel it incorporates the best in presentation, se lection and service. We feel confi­
dent you will wish to tell your friends of the worthwhile visit you paid to our 
'Treasure House'. 

Gibbons Gallery , Romano House , 399 Strand , London , W .C . 2. 

Viewing times: 

Monday-Friday - 10 a. m.-4 p. m. 

Saturday - 10 a. m.-12 noon 

When in New York, don't forget to call at StanGib House , 595 Fifth Ave. , New 
Yo rk, N. Y. 10017. 

By Appointment 
to HM the Queen 

Philatelists 

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED 

391 Strand, London WC2R OLX 

~ 

* 1 9 71 
THE QUEEN'S AWARD 

TO INDUSTRY 
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THE TWO 

Robert A. Siegel, Inc. 

' ' The H ouse of Classics'' 

maintains one of the world's fin­

est and most important stocks of 
United States Stamps of all is­
sues as well as many choice For­
eign "classics" and covers. 

-:-

Want Lists and Special Require­

ments will have our prompt and 

careful attention. 

-:-

We are consistent buyers of fine 
properties and are always inter­
ested in considering anything you 
may have to offer us. 

OF us 
Robert A. Siegel 

Auction Galleries, Inc. 

Offers through Public Auction 
an unparalleled selection of the 
finest material the market affords. 

Through some 20 to 25 sales 
each year, serious, interested col­
lectors and dealers are offered 
the opportunity to bid for a 
wealth of choice material placed 

in our hands for sale. 

Lavishly illustrated catalogues 

are carefully prepared for each 

sale. 

Annual subscription to all cata­

logues $5.00; With Prices Real­

ized, $10.00. 

No charge is made for catalogues 
picked up in person at our 

offices. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, Inc. 

' ' 1'he II ouse of Classics'' 

-:-

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 
120 East 56th Street (Eleventh Floor) New York, N. Y. 10022 

Phone (212) 753-6421 
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8

APPROVALS - FOR A SPECIALIST! 
We have been serving Philat·ely for over 4'5 years. Our management has 

been specializing in ERRORS&. VARIETIES. We are one of the few O·rganiza­
tions WHO DO NOT CARRY REGULAR ISSUES (but with a few excepHons). 
However, we do have ·one of the finest •selections of almost all TOPICALS, 
AIRMAILS and ERRORS, from many countries, in<:lu ding Essays, Proofs, Die 
Proofs, (some only 3 exist) Artist Drawings, etc . 

We are particularly strong in RUSSIA , ( XIX, XX), incl . Armies etc. 
Zemstvo, ARMENIA, (Covers!) , TOUVA and SPAIN (XX, Civil War, Canary 
Is.), FRANCE &. Commun., POLAND (Groszy ) etc. 

We have been able to assist many philatelists around the world in helping 
to buil d up or complete specialized collections, particularly TOPICALS, ( no 
matter how advanced they were ), making it possible for them to win higher 
awards. 

Special Off.ers or Approvals to serious collectors are gladly made. Just 
g ive us your preferenc·es and instructions. No obligation , -except to return at 
your expense in 14 days. Maybe , you will find a NEW VALUABLE SOURCE 
OF SUPPLY ! 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR SPECIALTIES ! 

COUNTRIES TOPICALS TOPICALS 
D Armenia D Antarctica D Medicine 
D Austria D Arts - Paintings 0 Min. Sheets 
D Airmails D Boy Scout D Music 
D Belgium D Cent-.:nary D O ly mpic 
D Cambodia D Ch ess D Osaka 
D Congo D Churchill D Phil. Exhibitions 
D France & Colonies D Eisenhower D Railroads 
D Laos D E uropa D Red Cr oss 
D Liberia D Expo '67 D Refugee 
D Lithuania D F .D.R. D Religion 
D Monaco D Inv. Center D Rotary 
D Poland D J . Kennedy D Dr. Schweitzer 
D Russia D L incoln D Space 
D Spa in & Colonies D L ions D Sports 
D T a nnu Tuva D M a laria D T ok yo 
D Vie tnam D lllaps D U . N. (world-wide) 

D U.P.U. 

Please Check TOTAL Value of Our Approvals Desired : 

$100.00 $200.00 $500.00 $1 ,000.00 

Please Check Limit For INDIVIDUAL Item: 

$10.00 $30.00 Up to 7 

Please Check if you are interested in : 

D Essays 
D Covers 

D Trial Colors 
D Artist Drawings 

REFERENCES (if unknown to us) ....................... .. 

NAME ___ _ 

ADDRESS 

CITY --- -- -··---· .. .................... ·---- ---·-----···· STATE 

D Proofs 
D Die Proof Sheets 

ZIP ····-···--··------·--··· 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. I 0950 
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IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL. • • 
You should know what people have to say 

about H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

HLD 1dd 

IF 
YOU 
HAVE 

STAMPS 
TO 

SELL 

H, lt HAARl8 I CO, 

Richard L. Duncan 
101 Uni"ern ty A" enue 
Q )C. ford , Ohio 45056 

11 August 1970 

Jl1 ch:trd l 

Ri c ha rd L. Dun ca n 

Mr. H.E. Harris 
21 Augus1 1972 

~· E. Harris and Companv 
oston, Massachusetts 02117 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

Abou1 1wo years a,. bu 
colh"c lion of Brirish gdo fi0~. ugh! from me a 
for a sum well ove r $~1 OOOr111sh Colonies stamps 
method o f handlinl{ a~d.sett ~d at tha1 lime vour 
a most pleasant experience!~~~~~!. tr:u1saction was 

There 15 a sens f 
firr:n which has demuen~I s~c~~ity i n dealing with a 
sa 11.sfactor y business 111;~~ .11s inleKrity and 
decided to offer m U . s. Whe n I recently 
l again lhough1 of ffou ~~dJ State.s ~ollectio n for sale 
my collection tu vou kn . confidently dispatched 
KOod hands. · UWl nl{ lhal JI was ~Wing into 

Your offer was subn11tt d 
well Within my own ~s11111: e and the amuunt was 
my e.l(pec1at1uns were reai':~e~f th e value: thu s. again. 
than before. was promp!I re · . The c heck. even larger 
gratifying to know that lhr ce1ved and it is most 
equall.Y as pleasing as fh~sf second tran~aclion was 
fo r fair dealin~. irst. There IS no substitute 

Cordially and sincerely, 

RLD 1dd 
~ 
Ri chard L. Duncan 

FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying - at 
generous prices - collections and accum ulations made by stamp collectors 
provided they are worth $100 or more .... Our free appraisals, good prices, 
and prompt payments - with no haggling or delays - have made us innumer· 
able friends among collectors with stamps to sell ... . Send only 25c for this 
booklet of valuable information, " If You Have Stamps to Sell ," and read it 
for your own protection before disposing of your collection ; 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
"The Worlds Largest Stamp Firm" Founded In 1916 
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~~~PHILATELIC HANOBOOKS =~=--

FOR HOLIDAY GIVING 
Published by The Theodore E . Steinway Memorial Publlcatlon Fund 

No. UNITED STATES, 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ... 9 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages ... 20 Illus. . . . $2.00 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ... 530 Illus .... $10.00 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages . • . 24 Plates . .. $25.00 

No. IO CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages . • • 88 Illus .... $10.00 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ... 82 Illus .... $2 .00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ... 176 Illus .... $10.00 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages .. . 14 Illus .... $1.011 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverbeck 128 pages ... 59 Illus .. . . $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ..• 102 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages .... 168 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages ... 65 Illus •... $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages .•. 225 Illus . . . . $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages .•. 90 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 20 THE NEW HEBRIDES, POSTAL STAMPS AND THEIR HISTORY 
By Nathan Hals and Phil Collas 176 pages .•. 66 Illus ... . $10.00 

No. 21 POSTAL HISTORY OF VERMONT 
Ily George C. Slawson, Arthur W. Bingham, Sprague W. Drenan 

310 pages . .. Illustrated ... $10.00 
No. 22 NEW ZEALAND, 1898-99 GT. BARRIER ISLAND PIGEON POST STAMPS 

Ily J. Reg Walker, H. L. Chisholm, H. M. Goodkind 
110 pages . •. 70 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 23 PHILATELIC HANDBOOK FOR KOREA, 1884-1905 
By Korea Stamp Society 128 pages • . • 80 Illus. • • • SI0.00 

No. 24 A POSTAL HISTORY OF SPAIN 
By Theo. Van Dam 150 paget; .. . Illustrated . . . 12.00 

REPRINT OF FIRST SCOTT CATALOGUE ISSUED IN 1868 
21 pages ••• $2.00 

CUMULATIVE INDEX, THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
Vols. 1-50, 1922-1971 71 pages ••• $10.00 

Kindly send me the books I have checked on the above list. Enclosed you will 
find my check, payable to the Collectors Club, in the amount of $ ......... ..... ........ .. 
I desire to make a contribution to the 'Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publi· 
cation Fund', in the amount of $ ........................... . 
(All contributions to this Fund are deductible for Federal income tax purposee 
and official receipt will be sent to all donors for the full amount of their 
contributions.) 
NAME (Please print) ... ..... .. .. .. ... .. ..................... .. ................... ............................. .... ...... ... .... . 

ADDRESS ··· ······· ············ ·· ········ ··· ····· ····· ······································· ·· ·· ··············· ·-··················· ····· 

•!=;;;;;;;;==THE COLLECTORS CLUB====-" 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
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Liechtenstein's 
Theodore E. Steinway Stamp 
By Ernest A. Kehr 

In portl'aying the late Theodore E. S t<'imrn.'· 011 its 1.30-fntne stamp, the 
Principality of Liechtenstein p a,n; trilrntc not onl.Y to th <' fil'st Am erican to be 
so postall.r honoted fo1· his philate li c a tta inlll cnts, but to th e Collectors Clnb as 
,,·ell. There is no phi la teli c institution \\'ith whi ch he \nl S more dernt cdl.'· asso­
ciated, nor one whi ch he both 10\·ccl a nd scn ·cd durin g his lifetim e. The number 
of benefact ions ca nnot be enm1m e rntcd fo1· 1111111.'· \\·ere g i,·en ,,·ithout fa n l'arc , but 
it is safe to say that without him , p hil atel~· in general. and the Coll ectol's Club 
in particular, would not be \\'hat th e.'· ai·c toda~-. 

Theotlorr Strimrn~· joinr d the CC not too long after it \\'R S foumlrtl in 1896, 
and imm ediate]~· took a derp in terest in its \\'orks, prngrams and Ll c,·clopm r nt 
\\'hi ch eventua ll y kd to its unquestion ed eminen ce on the Amr rican and in te r­
national scene. Onl.'· our European count r rpart, the Ro~·a l Philat r li c Societ.'· of 
London is its p eei., and 1\h. Ste imrn .'· \\'ilS that bOll,,"s Amel'ican i·rpi·t'scntat i\' (', 
too. 

H e was one of th e first to recogni zr and appreciate the impol'tancc of litem­
ture ns an aid to the sc rions sch olar, fot he, himsrlf, \\'aS an a \·ic1 1·ea d r r of cyr1.,,· 
work abou t stamps and postal hi stOl',\' tlrnt \\'HS published. 

In 1922, wh en th e fabu lous lihrar.' · of Vi ctor Suppantschitsch - Chief 
Justi ce of the Austria n S upreme Court - \ \'HS offered fol' sa le, M r. Steimrn y 
purchased it, th en don atrd its many rnlurnes to the Collectors Clnh as th e fol'lliitl­
able nucleus of t he Libra r~· \1·hi ch 11011· fills se,·ern l roo111s of the club 's home. 

Until hi s r eti rement in 1948, he participated in a lm ost eYCl'.'' merting, and 
e1·en when he \\'asn 't th e ma in speaker, he added mu ch to ot her guests' prrsent n­
tions by his fa ntast ic, kn owl edg·eable cornm entar.'" whether th e subj ect \l'<lS de­
Yoted to old Cerman S tates, \\'hi ch \\'e1·e his firs t phi la telic ]01·e, or Afghanistan , 
which h r kn e\\· chi r fl:· through his intensiYe reading aml stud~-. <hr!' thr ~·rn 1·s 
he sen ecl as th e club ·s treasul'el', p1·esiclent a nd trustee. 

Siner 1896, the Collectors Cliib shuttl ed bet\\·crn Yarious r r n tcd qmnters 
a nd , finall.1-, aftel' '\Vorl (l '\Var I , purchasrd its Ol\'11 holll e in mid -t01rn i\lan ­
hattan. Unfo rtmrntel:-, \\·hen .John D . Roekefrll er , J r. planne<l his Radio Cit:-, 
this had to he sold a1Hl aga in the club moYrc1 to r cnt rd rooms on the e01·1wr of 
Madison A YCnu e and -t2nd Street . F'ol lo" ·ing th e depression in thr Pa l'l .' · 
'thirties, 1\fr. St eimrn ~· found a fin e house - one of the sr1·era l prim tr homrs 
(lrsigned b~· th e noted architeet, Stanfo1·d ·whi te - and Ul'gt>d the club 's offieers 
to bn,v it. 'r ogethcr with such other sta llrn rts as Alfred !-'. T,i cht r nstein , Hugh 
?IL Clark, John Hall and the Kl emann brothe rs, th e nrccssm·y arra ngements 
\\·er e mad e. Th r club treasur~· couldn 't rinit c pay the $6!'i,OOO thnt \\·as asked, 
so 1\fr. Steimrn:· and his collragnrs suppli rd th e lrnlnn ee an(l the inst itution 
mm·ed into 22 East 35th Stn•rt, in 1\fnrn1." Hill , one of th e most fashionable 
srdions of all Mnnhattan . 

T\\'o other institutions whirh were encrget ien 11~ · supported b~· Mr. Steimrny 
:ll'e th e Assoc iation for Stnrnp -~xhibitions , Tn e., arnl The Philnteli c Foundation, 
hoth of which \\·ere created as actiYe, inclepemlrnt ~r e t nffiliatecl organizations of 
the Collecto rs Club. In their wisclom, Mr. Steiml'a,,· and his contrmporaries 
l'ea lizecl that \\'Cre the first Internation al Philatelic Exhibit ion to be staged in 
12 
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Liec hte nstei n's 1972 Seri e s. Th e Th eod o re E. Stei nway stamp is at the right. 

The John Ste inway portra it of his fa the r wh ich wa s used as a mod e l by the engrave r. 

the United S tates, in 1913, to become a CC undertaking, ph il atelists in other 
parts of A merica might fee l left ou t. Th e ASE , consequentl,,·, \\·as for med and 
\\'hil e most of its most diligent leaders lived in Ne" · York, man.'' others from 
Boston, Phil adelphia, St. Louis, Chi cago, Sa n F ra ncisco and other cities could 
assume impo rtant roles on a tru J_,. nationw ide scale. 

That exhibi tion, in the En ginee r 's Club, and th e subsequent ones at Grand 
Cent ral P alace in 1926, 1936 and 19-t:7, all ,,.e l'e under th e patronage of the 
Associa tion for Stamp E xhibi tions, In c., ra the1· th an the single Collectors Ciub , 
e\·en th ough it \H IS \l'id el~r known a nd aclrnowlrdged th at th e CC not on l.' · serwd 
as hea dquartr rs for the organizing committer and prO\·idrd th e basic ma npo,,·er 
in making th em th e phi lateli c and fin ancial successes the ~ · were. 

Th e ot her of Mr. St r imrn.\"s pr t projec ts " ·as 'L'he Ph ilatelic F ou ndat ion . 
\Vhile thr r r ll'l' l'e se ,·el'a l un cl isputrd r xpr rts in th e "Cnited States ,,·ho wer e 
eminent] ,,· qu alifi ed to exa min e philate li c mate l'i a l, there " ·as no unbiased or-
13 
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ganization comparable to the Expert Committee of the lfoyal Philatelic Society, 
rn London, to undertake such work for any person submitting it for an opinion. 

Again , it \\'as felt by the visionaries like Mr. Steinway, that the establish­
ment of a counterpart of the Royal in this country under the aegis of the Col­
lectors Club might just ha,·e its drawbacks. 

Accordingly, after years of ca reful deliberations, The Philatelic Foundation 
was created in 1945 as an independent organization as fat· as th e public \\'as 
concem ed , yet truly a closely-allied adjunct to the Collectors Club, in which its 
offices \\·ere maintained for its first 25 years. 

\Vhilc its main purpose centc1·ed around the t'xpertization ol' sta 1n ps and 
co,·ers, th e Foundation's charter by the State of New York enabl ed it to under­
take educational programs intended to promote inter est not only in stamp 
collecting but the serious philatelic stud.'· ol' th em. 

l\lr. Steinway sen·ed not only as one of th e man.'· expel'ts on the eo111mittee, 
but a lso as an officer , gi ,·ing generously of his knowledge, experi ence, time and 
largesse. 

When \\'e \\·er e invited to propose that American \\'horn Liechtenstein would 
honor by a stamp in its " Pioneers of Phil a tel.'' " sel'i cs inaugurated in 1968, it 
was not too difficult to select Mr. Steimrny as one of the major ca ndidates*. 
After making a list of some 20 philatelists ranging from John Walter Scott 
through later titans of our avocation , we made a sun·e:· among om· contempor­
al'ies, \\·ith out those polled r ealizing the purpose of our questions. Theodore E. 
Steimrn:· \\·as chosen by so many that he became the unquestioned winner, so 
" ·e sent his namr to Vaduz for final apprornl b.'' Prince Franz Joseph and his 
posta l staff. 

Th e approYal nnd confidential word that Mr. Strin \\·a:· had bern srl ectccl 
c11me about rnicl-1970, with plans for the release of th e set (which \\'ould also 
include Dr. Emilio Di0na, of Italy, and Andre de Cock. of B el{!.'imn ) for th e end 
of that year . 

Three photographs \\·ere sent to Vaduz, as a bnsis for the cngr:wing of a 
di e by Alfred Nde for the State Printing Office in Vienna. First was a portrait 
of Mr. Strimra:,· looking at the page of a Polish stamp wh ich portra:·ed and was 
autograph ed by Ignace Padere\\·ski, a close intimate fri end of Mr. Steinwa:· 
and who exclusi,·ely used a Steinway & Sons piano for his composing ancl 
concerts. W e took this photograph in 19±5. It pro,·e<l unsatisfactor:· beC'ause 
Mr. Steinway's eyes wer e at the stamp and not the C'am era. At that point. \\'e 
had to take into our confidence, his son , John (who knew nothing of th r stamp 
until th en) to procure oth er portraits. W e got on e t aken by Yusuf Karsh , th r 
Ottawa master, and anther taken by John himself. Th r lattrr was selrC'tecl hy 
designer Adalbrrt Pilch and finall:· was engrawd on thr \l ie. 

Th e stamps wer e to be r eleased in Vaduz, on Srpt. 7, 1972°, but through 
special arrangem ents, a number of presentation albums wer e srnt to tlw Pnitr cl 
States, that th e~ · might be giwn to l\fr. Steinway 's wido\\' , Ruth . and othr r 
members of the immediate Steinwav fam ilv on that same cl aY. 

Th ese ceremonies were held i1; Steim"vay Hall , wh ere ~a n :· parties \\'er e 
hosted by l\fr. Steinway for his fri ends and coll ea gues in connection with 
previous phil atelic rvents of importancr. In addition to Mrs. Steinway, sons 
and grandchildren , several p ersonalities of the rnusicn l world and officers of all 
the national philatelic organizations had been invited to witn rss the album pre­
sentations and to join in a reception thnt. fol lowed. 

•Three other names were considered, but Liechtenstein, fo r one reason or another, ruled 
them 01tt as possible candidat es for a stamp portrayal and tribute. 
**Prod1tction difficulties delayed the original release date of 1970, and again, in 1971. 
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Fun With Scissors:-
The Bisects ,Of French Colonies 
By Robert G. Stone 

Among the man,v kinds of proYisional issues of French Colonies (which we 
categorized and itemized cid infinitttm in our suney of the provisionals in 
Collectors Club Philcdelist, Y. 49 / 5-6, and '"· 50/ 1) th e bisects are rather 
anomalous in character, e\·en curious. It \\·as an inft't'que nt and untypical sort 
of proYisional for the colonies, apparently because the Colonia l Ministry had 
neyer giYen any sanction or recommendation fol' sueh a proeedure, though it 
knowingly tolerated some of the cases at a time wh en it was \Yinking at a lot of 
other more serious abuses of philatelic and speculatin• inspiration (1900-1906 ). 
The only other kind of colonial proYisional likewise generall.v without Ministerial 
sanction was the use of fiscals for postage - and the cases of that are ernn fewer 
than of the bisects. 

We suppose that the idea of bisecting could have come to the colonials from 
observing the practice in a number of British countries or in France, but these 
were long prior to 1900 whereas all the French colonial bisects are post-1900. 
One could also say that bisecting is a " natu ral " idea that an~rone might devise 
ind ependently. But bisects also just "natural ly " appeal to philatelists, and 
thereby seems to come the motivation for man.'· of the French colonial ones. 

Although some of these bisects had a loeal authorization, others none at all 
that we can find. But nearly all such issurs went through the mails and many 
seem to haw had a limited genuine ''commercial'' or non-philatelic use. As we 
shall see from examining the circumstances of eaeh ease, it is not honestly feasible 
to pass a single judgment on the whole lot. 

Libreville, French Congo, D ec. 1900. 

A Paris dealer reported a COYer with Congo 1900 stamps bisected at Libre­
Yille in December 1900 was offered to him - upon examination it ·was an obvious 
fake, he said. (L'Echo de T., 1902 ) 

Guadeloupe, 1903-05 

Bisected dues stamps of 60c and lFr of the French Colonies General Issues 
are known cancelled on pieces at Guadeloupe around 1903-05, on the pretense 
that there was a shortage of 30c and 50c dues stamps while the colony was 
waiting their pictorial stamps (1905). However, upon inquiry the postmaster 
at Basse Terre stated that they had ''no official character nor value.'' Further­
more we have seen 30c and 50c dues stamps at Guadeloupe in that period, and 
they could have made up these £rankings with lo\ver denominations, if necessary. 
(Coll. de T. P., 1905, p. 168, 202). The 60c and lFr dues " ·ere surcharged in 
1903 in large quantities for a speculative issue - the bisects ma:v have been 
''inspired '' by that. 

Djibouti 1900-1903 

From early 1901 to mid-1903 there was a shortage of some low denomina­
tions of postage stamps at Djibouti, which was met mostly by a variety of sur­
charges and to &. limited e;xtent at fin;t by use of 1:1. "P.P," (=Port Paye) 
15 



THE COLLECTORS C LUB PHlLATELIST, VOL. 52, N O. l 
JOURNAL FRANCO-ETHIOPIEN DJIBOUTI 

St-PETER.SBOURG 

Figure I. Bisect of the IOc Som a li C oast 1894 stamp (Sc. # Illa , Yv. # IOa) used on a newspape r 
wrappe r of the "Journal Franco- ~thiopien " from Djibout i to Russia, O ct. 2, 1901. The stamp was 
c ut by hand unevenly, possibly by the send e r. Sc was the newspaper rat e. 

cachet in J ieu of stamps and b.'· b isects. For the surcharges the colon:' recci ,·ed 
cablegrams from the Ministry giving a blanket appro \·al ; for use of the '· P.P." 
they apparently did not need Ministerial apprornl as that was a t ime-honored 
method in the French postal system (perhaps not for international mails ) . But 
for the bisects they did not haYe Ministry approYal aml ,,·oulcl not haYe gotten 
it if requested. 

The arrete of the Somali Coast Go,·ernor authorizing the first of the bisects, 
dated 2 July 1901, sounds ingenuous enough. It does not cite an:· authorit.'· 
from Paris but merely says that since 15c and 25c stamps are completely out of 
stock, to meet the needs of the service 30c and 50c stamps of 1894 issues of 
Obock and Somali Coast arc authorized to be bisected and used until new stamp 
supplies ordered from Paris arrive. The new supplies arriYed on 12 July ancl 
an arrete of that elate promptly rescinded the arrete of 2 July. But the number 
of bisects to be made was not specified in the a,rrete of 2 Jul:· and they continued 
to use them for philatelic mail " ·ell after 12 Jul:-. The arrete of 12 Jul:- also 
authorized lOc stamps to be bisected because Paris hall fa iled to ship ne"· sup­
plies of 5c stamps (though a shortage of those 1rns not mentioned in the 2 Jul:' 
nrrete). All three of these bisects were nrtical and both sides of the cut 
stamps were used equal ly. Practically all the uses of th e 30c and 50c bisects we 
have seen on covers are philatelic (rather scarce ), - though the Tristant collec­
tion has one coyer of each non-philatelic, but the lOc bisects are frequent on 
wrappers for the local newspaper (Journal Fra11 co-JJ:thiopien, Djibouti ) and 
merchant's circulars sent all over the world - hence commercial in nature. 
Unauthorized bisects of the 40c of 1900 are reported . 
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Figure 2. Bisects of the 20c {Sc. #52a, Yv. # 53a) and 25c right half (Yv. # 54b , Sc. # 53b) of 
Obock 1894 sta mps, making a I Sc franking on a phila tel ic local cover at Djibouti , cancelled No. 
20, 190 I. These were authorized 12 Nov. 190 I. 

On 12 No\·ember , 1901, a new arrete indicated 5c stamps were again ex­
ha usted anJ only a fe w l Oc left in stock, so it \YaS author ized that when the lOc 
stamps ran out 20c Obock (only) stamps would be bi ·ectecl for use as lOc (both 
hah ·es ) , and that 5000 of the 25c Obock be bisected , t he right halves only to be 
issued at that time for use as 5c stamps and the lef t hahes to be stored in tlw 
Treasury fo r possible fu ture use. This treatment of the 25c bisects is curious 
and probably unique. The 5c half of the bisected 25c is rather common used 
commercially on newspaper wrappers. The 20c bisect , very common, is more 
often seen philatelically used (on postcards ), and we do not know on what elate 
they were released to the public though we have one cancelled 20 NoY. (Note: 
Remainders of Obock stamps were regularly sold in th e Djibouti postoffi ce aft er 
J 900 ) ' 

Th e necessary use of the 10, 20 and 25c bisects probabl.'· d id not. reach 
beyo nd early 1902 because many surchar ges of 5c a nd 1 Or were issul'd het" ·een 
J a nuary nnd March 1902. The surchar ges drew gr ra t. romp l:i in ts fro 11 1 phila­
tC'li sts whi le l ittle was said about the bisects - th e sn rcha rg<'s ' "ere, hmYen ' r , 
nnthori;1,ed by Paris ! 

Although the lon g·-awaited new designs of stamps, p rin ted in r ecess, brga n 
to ar r ive at Djibout i around August 1902, by 13 June 1903 an arrete indicated 
the new 2c sta mps were already out of stock (possibly due to heiwy phil ateli c 
purchases for cheap packets and approYals ) . Ther efore the nrret f a uthorized 
th e sale o l' th e 11,000 left-halves of the 25c bisects mac.l e 12 No,._ 1!)0 1 and hl'ld 
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M. SAINT-.MA.RTIN, avoC'at, 
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Figure 3. Newspaper wrapper of " Journ al Franco-~thiopien " a ddressed to France, with bisect of 
Obock 25c right half (Nov . 12 , 1901 issue, Sc. # 53b , Yv. # 54b ) used in December 1901. 

m storage smce then, until new supplies of 2c stamps arr1 \·e. The Decision 
implementing the arrete of November 1901, howe\·cr, mentioned only 5000 of 
the 25c were to be bisected - so there is a discrepancy somewhere. But they 
are common enough anyway. lt seems an almost miracu lous coincidence that 
the face value of the bisects held in storage for two years should turn out to be 
precisely the sole one of the stamps that "·ent out of stock in 1903. \¥ell , some 
people believe in miracles, but the Somali Coast GoYernor belieYed in planning. 

That was the end of Djibouti's bisecting Yentures. i n fine, reader, take 
note: that the bisects were not sanctioned by Paris, that some were used com­
mercia lly, and that the attribution of the face Ya lur of the 25c bisects according 
to which numeral was left on each half and the ho ldi ng of OM half for t \\·o years 
in reserve is likely unparallcicd in postal history . 

French India, December 1903 

I n early December 1903 the Treasury stocks of 5, 10, 15 and 40c stamps at 
P ondichery were exhausted and a local arrete authorized surcharges to create 
these values in relatively small quantites. Later in the month, but not specified 
in the arrete, there was issued a peculiar proYisional for additional 5c, consisting 
of a ta II 30c fiscal stamp (for r e alt~- deeds ) hisected horizontally and the upper 
half surcharged for 0.0!1e postag<' llSl'. Not. on l ~· is the official status of th is 
bisect uncertain, but the manner of fabrication had somr oddit~·: the stamps 
were first overprinted in panrs of 25 (!1 x !1 ) then cut up h~' strips of five. Raoul 
Lesgor has described (in Fr. Cols. Phil . #83) one strip which had been so 
badly cut that the bottoms of the overprint numerals \rere cut off; instead of 
destroying it the adjacent cut strips were pasted hack together on the back and 
18 
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Figure 4. The Obock 25c left half {Sc. # 53a , Yv. #54a) issued 13 June 1903 , on a philatelic 
unsealed cove r, locally addressed to Djibouti 13 July 1903. This bisect was valid for 2c postage and 
it could be the proper franking on an unsealed envelope containing printed notices. 

recut in the correct position - was it easier to patch them than explain their 
loss ? Th e bisects are more common than the pl'ecec.l in g sn rcha 1·gcs and one can 
find them frequently used commercially . 

Madagascar, 1904-1906 

Now we come to a very tlamboyant affair about which a good deal of argu­
ment and denigration have appeared in the press, lea Ying co ll rrto rs stre \\·n abonl. 
in confusion. It began in February-March 1904 when fiye postoffices in northern 
Madagascar started using bisects of Diego Suarez or Madagascar stamps of 10 , 
20, 30 or 50c which were tied to the covers or postcards by a large cachet worded : 
· ' Affranchi ainsi/ F aute figurines,'' or '' Affranchissement exceptional/ faute de 
timbres,·' with slight variations. The quant iti es were allegedly generall:r small 
(less than 1000 ), some are very rare, and most haYe been counterfeited or re­
printed , or so it is said. The towns usin g them were Antalr1ha , Voherm1r , Di ego 
Suarez, l\'lahela, and l\Iananjary. Then in August 1904 Diego Strn1·ez put out 
nine more bisects, t ied with a cachet read ing: '' Affranchissement / Specia l / fa ute 
de figurin es," again mostly in small quantities. In 1905 a rare manuscr ipt. 
cancel tieing a bisect was used at Ambohibc, a nd fin all:· in B'ebrna r:· 1906 
Vohemar issued another tied by a cachet " 0,05 / Affranchi ains i/ fautr de 
figurin es,'' fairly common. 

Thcs\' a re all catalogued in the YYert ct Telli er and other French ra ta­
lugues of l•'rcnch Colonies. (Some other plael·s ;.n·e rcpor1!'tl tu ;ilso ha n' used 
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Figure 5. French India Sc surcha rge o n bise ct of 30c fisca l stamp (Sc. # 24 ), on a bordered-d eath ­
notice cover (Sc rate) from Ka rika l t o Fra nce, Jan . 1904, cance lled with the famous square killer 
of dashes inscribed INDE use d only at Ka rikal d uring 1890's- 1905. 

bisects, e.g. 8arnbawa Hl07 , that ha,·e not bcl'n catalogneu and are Yery suspect). 
Of the 27 catalogued bisects only 3 are r clati ,.e common as "genuines." 'When 
used and passed through the mails, as man.'· " ·ett', a regu lar elated postmark also 
t ies the bisect, but unused examples 011 piece or card are also found, considerably 
scarcer than the usecl ones and more d ifficult to jndge for authenticity ( if t lw rr 
is snch a thing for these). 

Undoubtedly some \\·ere used commerciall~-, but practically all we ha , .. e seen 
have a definite or very suspiciously philatelie look, and some have imprope r 
franking ( i .e., incorrect rates ) . 

We have not found an author i7.ing document for these bisects and articles 
in t he literature h<we denounced them as unnecrssar.'-. unauthorized, a specu la­
tion , mad e for collectors, rte. Ho\\·r,·er, in tlw wake> of complaints and queries 
about them to t'l1 r lVIadagasear postnl aclministn1tion. th r postal inspector Ht 
Ta na nar ive WHS 1·rported to have put his app 1·0,·:il on thc' lll afte r thr fact (of 
the first ones at lrast). There was ;il legwlly some shortagr of lo\\·er denomina­
t ions in many Madagascar postoffices in 190-±-08 hrcausr (it \\'ilS sa id ) thr Group 
Type of 1896-J 900 and the Zebus of 1903 \\·ere not being reprinted while thr 
colony was waiting for a new pictorial srt ( delayed and not issued t ill 1908). 
This may be questioned brcause meanwhile large l·cmainde rs of D iego Suarr7., 
Nossi Be a nd Str . l\fari e stamps of 1892-94 wer e heing use<l an<l rrprintings of 
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CARTE POSTALE 
Ce c6tl est exdusivmmit reserve a l' adresse 

Figure 6. An example of on e of the Mada ga sca r b isects of 1904, the 20c Madagascar stamp 
bisected at Die go Suarez (Yv. # 84) cance ll ed 22 August 1904 on a postcard without messa ge 
addressed to Nessi- Be. Th e t iei ng cache t {in b lue) is one of th e comm oner ones: "Affranchissement/ 
Special/faute de fi gurines.-". As usual , ent irely philate lic. 

thl' 5, 10 and 15c Group Type of 1900 \Wre sent out in 1905, 1906 or 1907 
(indicated by the millesimes). :Moreover, when the colony requested permission 
to make surcharges in 1905 the 1\linistry cabled to stop the project probably 
k11 0\1·ing that they were not necessary. 

The whole game of these bisects \ms attributed to postal employees at 
Diego Suarez, long a hot-bed of philatelic speculation among French officials, 
military and merchants there. When the philatelic demand piled up for the 
searcer bisects the Diego Suarez gang reprinted t lw ti0ing cachets of the other 
postoffices with remade cachets having slight diffrrenc0s from the originals. 
T lw "experts " and cataloguers have t0nded to aecept onl.v the first ones issued 
(with earlil•st ot· first-clay postmarks ) as "genuine.·· The handstamp cachets 
were probably retained by the postmasters who original ly made them and thus 
they could make reprints at will, which is suspected in \·iew of the \vide time 
sµa n of use of some of them, all addressed to the same parties! Some of the 
cachets had deteriorated after initial use anJ the new ones made up for a 
rrprinting \rere a little different. 

In an~r case, the fact that the bisects all originated in a few northern 
:i\Iadagasear offices around Diego Suarez at about the same t ime, and that the 
quantities were so small that the alleged shortages could not have been really 
persistent ovrr 2 years, wonld seem to suggest a purely philatelic promotion. 

(To Be Continued) 
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The First American 'Post' Law 
© Copyright 1972 Calve+ M. Hahn 

'l'he >lotth American colonies did exchange lettc-1·s from their earliest be­
g·innings, but their chief communication was across the Atlantic to the mothe1· 
country. The letter books of the 1620 's, 30 's, and 40 's are fi lled with l'eferences 
to letters carried across the ocean and between the colonies particularly in New 
England. There was, howcYer, no post. ' · 

Postal senice in the British Empire appa rently began in 1482 \\·hen the 
··through post·' carried the royal messages. Th e system was formalized in 1516 
according to R. 'E . Barnhart 's Elizabethan Posts when Brian Tuke was nam ed by 
Henry VIII to be Master of the King's Post. \Vhen he died, sometime after 
1533, John Mason and William Paget took oYer " ·ith the title of ' Master of the 
Messeng·ers, Runners, and Posts ' until 1566. 

Until the Act of Queen Anne, the postal s.vstem \\·as a farm. This is a 
royal grant for \\·hich the crown r ecei,·ed monies and " ·hich permitted the 
patentee to charge what the service would bear within broad limits. E,·entna ll~· 
postal rates were published and the farm operated \Yithin them. Th e rights and 
duties of postmasters and the rates of postages were published by Act of Parlia­
ment in 1657, howe,·er , the first postal law that applied full~' to North Amel'ica 
was that of 1660, the Act of 12 Car. II , entitled " An Act for erecti ng and 
establishing a post office." It is in regard to this act that th e King fi1·st ll'l'ote 
concerning the American posts. 

Short!~· after their initial settlement, the j\•[assachusetts Bay colonists dr­
cided the~· wanted a postoffice. In an undated State Pape!' entry, located 
between Ma~· and ,June 1638 we find a petition to Charles I, asking for sneh an 
office : 

" 1638? 113 Proposals for establishing a post offier in Nrw England 'so 
useful and 11bsolntely necessar~", and allow 2cl per letter , the least coin 
there ; the King to grant a patent for 60 ~rears. Also for kreping a registrr 
of all persons going- to, or coming from New England, e \· er~' passenger to 
be pro,·idecl " ·ith a ticket at the charge of ls, as at Barbadoes where 3s is 
paid . The profits of both offices \\·ould not rxcrrd 12£ or 1-1-£ per annnrn. 
Endorsed '1\ lr. Battrm'. ' ' 

Great Britain-Colonial State Paprrs Vol. I, p. 27fi 
This l'eqnest \\·as ignornc1. 

In making this petition , the Massachusetts Bay colonists were appa1·t•11tl~· 
ignorant of the fart that such a grant was in direct Yiolation of the postal farm 
which \Vithering held at this point, or else they felt their charter exempted 
th em from the pa.tent restrictions of the 'farm' - other disputes snggest the 
Massachusetts Bay group had a very distinctiYe Yie\\· of rights un<ler their 
charter. Too, in 1635 the Privy Council had adopted a monopoly Yirw of tlw 
post. Vlhile the monopoly position was not sustained by th e 'Long Parliament ' 
in 1642, and was actually struck down in a court test in 1646, it \\·as the polic:· 
at the time of the 1638 petition. An even more pragmatic reason for ignoring 
the request was the extremely small revenue to be experted - 12 to H pounds 
per year, even including proceeds from the passage tickets. 

With no reply from England during the following summer communication 
season, the Massachusetts Court, the local legal authority, acted. It passed a 
drcrer on Novembrr 5, 1639, (Figure 1), ma.king thr Fairbanks house in Boston 
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\VJJereas many goods nre lost, fu1· wnut of dcwe care taken of them, it is 1 G 3 !), 
onlerctl, that before the first month next eY'Y towne shall appoint 11 house to w•h 

'--y 

6 Nonmlxir. 
nil goods ~halhcc _broni;ht whcrof the owner is not k110\l·lll', or i~ not in this 

441-
inri>tliction, to take cure of them; 11 pson tihalbcc nppointcd to kcepc them F.u• to~· nc to. 

saft• & the same pl)' shall w'"iu one month nfter hcc recciYc• them <lcliYcr a P"·ido • houoe 
' ' ' to J"'•orTe loet 

uc.!c of them to the martihall, who shall cause them to bee i)clnimcd in the good•, .ta. 

open market at Boston; & if the owner come, hcc shall pay nll reasonable 

charges; if hce bee not found w'"in n ycare after such i)clamation, the Court 

of Assistants ~hall dispose of them. Every townc not i)'·i<ling such house 

w'"in the said time shall forfcct 40sh• for every default; &' tho m'shall, or 

keeper of such goods, being found in default in the trust coiiiitted to them, 

shalbcc punished nccording as their default & the damage of the goods shall 

dcscne.j 

For th!' further ty,·enting of the damage w .. " may come by the burning 

of ground at Ynscasonable times, it is ordered, that whosoever shall kindle L. to P••••nt 
. d•mag. br ftr· 

nny fyer i11 other mens grounds, or in nuy coiiion grounds, for the gathering Ing r wood., 

of nkrons, or for taking of tobacco, or for any other occation, cxrept the party a.a. 
~hall r:<e11tly pnt Ollt the •amc before it tiprcaclc, •hall (hcsi1lcs full ~nti~foction 

for nil 1laiiia;.;rs, nt'('Onling to the former onler) bt•o finc<l •10,h•; & if the 

party ofl'cmlin~ lieu not nlilu to pny tho fine, or ~nli~ry tho daiiiagcM1 hl•o . 111· 

~ht•e blialbcc p1111i~hcd by whipi11g, 01· othel' corpornll p11ni,hmc11t, (ns tlto 

Court w'" tihall have cognisance of the cause shall ndiudgo ;) P'·ide<l, that thi~ 

orclcr 8hall not extend to nny person that. Nhall burnc any gronnd for nny need. 

foll or fit ocration, in the first & second month~; i>vi1lcd, nlso, t.hnt it tihalhce 

lawful! for nny mnn to kindle 11 fycr in his owno gronml nt nny time of tlio 

yearr, so ns no damage come therrhy./ 

l:\1r f>''·c11ting the miscnrriagc of letters; & it is ordcl'ed, that notice brc 11o,1un rrlnco 

·, I ll' l l ]:' . b k ··. !. , l , l' , I I , l ,. 11 fur nll lrlt0'1 g1\'cn t 1at 1c ~'< ':ur an ·s us wusc m >oston 1st IC p nee appomtc< ior 11 bronKhtoorond 

letters which arc brought from beyo111l the seas , or arc to bee sent thither, nrc >• •••· 

to bee brought vnto,; & hcc is to take care that they bee dcli\·crcd or sent 

according to their directions; & hcc i~ alowcd for C\'CI')' such letter n ld, & 

must nns·wcrc all miscarriages through his ownc ucgfoct in this kind; i)'-idc<l, 

thnt no man · shalbcc compelled to bring his letters thither, except hee please./ 

•Ihe iudgmcnt of the Court is, that l\I• I.:ob'1 Keaync shnlbce fined 2001, [•l?09.J 
whereof 1001 to bee paid before the first month next & the other lOOI to bee CouotoJndc1111 

. ' ~~ 
respited till the next Gcncrnll Comt., whereby tho Co1vt mny linvo liberty to Xeajno. 

showc fayo• to him if they sec enusc.j 

.Tohn Vphnm i4 appointed to bee !n tho place of l\[r Parker, who ie gone 

for England . to. order small bntiincs~es in the towne of 'V nymoth.j 

VOL.. J. :)6 

Fic;iu re I . 
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the place appointed for the o\·crseas letter bag. While this act is the first postal 
law in tlw .American colonies, it was not a post office act as we understand it 
toda.L lt clearly specified that no one had to nse the senice \\·ho did not \\·ish 
to do so. 'l'hns, ship captains could continue to drop lettC'rs elsewh ere and 
collect their traditional fee and local citizens could make their O\rn arrangements 
directly \\·ith the ship or other parties. What the act did do was confirm the 
traditiona I 'coffee-house mail' concept and put a legal basis behinu a coffee-house 
fee . lt mio·ht be noted that the fee did not, according to the Memorial P etition 
to Charles I, match a local extent coin and probably had to be pa id in \rampum . 
Thr prohlC'ms of coinage of this period and its com·ersion rnlurs arr disrussed 
in my Postrtl History of N ew N etherlands. 

We know from extent letters that Boston merchants did make other unang-c­
ments. One such letter is the Yale letter of December 11, 16-±6 to Boston, an­
other is tlw Cotton correspondence item of l\Iay 17, 1655 concerning Wil liam 
Frankl.n1 ·s enslavement. Too, we have Captain Thomas Temp le's letters to 
Thomas Pon~~- of Frhruary 20, 1659 where he notes he has sent three letters 
· ' \·ia Capt. \ ,Y oodgreene . ., Povey was nam ed ReceiYer General of Re\·cnnes, 
and Profits from Foreign Dominions, ProYi nccs and Colonies Pnyabl r to His 
Majesty on September 20, 1661 with a fee of £100 a y ccll'. 

The Ne"· Eng·land Commissioners ' letters particularly show alternate uses 
of the mail routes. In the Colonial State Papers 1620-1669 " ·e find item #88:) 

" 1664 ? R. N. (Nicolls ), R. C. ( Carr ), S.1\1. (l\Ia\·erick) to Eel. Rawson 
(l\iassllchnsetts Secretary ) . Request to l<'iiYcr endorsed lettrrs to thr GO\'­
C'rnor and Assistant of the Massachusetts aml ans,n:•r to Clll'<' of Ram l\f111·­
erick. ·· 

ltem #917 is datelined " J anuary 16, 1665 Capt. Breedon ·s Honse Boston , 
Oeorge Cartwright to Secretary Sir 'William BC'nnet .. . · · 
T mmC'diat cl~' follO\\·ing we find , 

"'l / 25 / 65 Capt. Breedon 's House. Cartwright to Nicolls ' Has deli\'('J'<'d It is 
letters to Geo. TytC', Master of the Success who is this day gone to .:\fantas­
quct. Uapt. Breedon has sent his letters brought b~- \Vindrr and Capt. 
ScarlC't for England ... '' 

Capt11 in BrC'edon 's is also the dateline on a Jetter or .J 11 n ua r_,. 30, 166!J , Fl' b1·u11ry 
7, 1666, and April J9, 16fi6. We find in item #1009 th e fol]o,ring comment on 
th e local mail, 

· '6 / 18/ 1665 Sam l\fayerick to Col. Nicolls from Portsmouth at Pisrath1q1111 
( Council of King) ... ' The Mass. ha.Ye spies eYe1·y"·hC' rC' upon all thr Com­
missioner's actions, and particularly upon their lettrrs · .. . · · 

On C' of the most intrign ing items concerning the Nrll' J<;ng-111 nd mai ls in 1 he l'<l rl.1· 
1600 's is fonnd on page 126 of the State P apern. It is # -1-30, dated April ;1, 
16fi3 : 

" Exam i11ation of Sam 'Wi Ison, tailor-, who had some h u 11d1·cd::; of letters tu 
eany to Ne\\' England including one bundl e of news hooks and a kttrl' 
given h.\· Hooke (to Rev. Davenport at Boston ). Major Thompson ga w 
him se \·cral letters but hearing there would be 11 search withdrew the111 . 
Wilson met Thompson on the Exchange . . · · 

On April 21st a 1000 pound bond was put up to procure Hooke, ' writer of a 
seditious letter' . 

As th ese records indicate there was extensive correspondence with Englarnl 
in the early days with hundreds of letters each trip, however, there was no 
official post office nor any official trans-Atlantic service. Massachusetts did not 
get an official post office until 1677 when a postmaster was appointed. Official 
trans-Atlantic service did not begin until 1663. In fact, for dispatches and 
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public service letters, at least three other colonies established postal laws before 
Massachusetts. 

The NoYember 5, 1639 l\tlassacusetts Bay Act, however, is the first to cover 
any postal activity and as such is of great interest to postal historians. In de­
veloping the actiYity under this Act until the official establishment of the Boston 
post office in 1677, I should like to address myself to several questions: ·where 
was the office located? vVho was Mr. Fairbanks? How did the operation work? 
Who was his successor? 

Location of the Fairbanks' Office 

A careful check of land records in downtown Boston yields the map, Figure 
2, which shows the heart of the city as it was in 1640, ten years after John 
Winthrop brought his followers there in July 1630 to join the recluse, William 
Baxton, who had earlier settled on the peninsula. Hig·h street, in 1640, was 
Cornhill street in Revolutionary times and is known today as vVashington street. 
The Fairbanks' home is assigned to number 285 Washington - the present site 
of the downtown office of the Boston Globe. King street, in front of the Market 
Place, was the site of the Boston Massacre. Today, it is known as State street. 
At the foot of King street was the long wharf in the Revolutionary period. 1t 
was on th is wharf that the British troops landed to begin the occupation of 
Boston. 

Boston geography has changed drastically over the centuries as land-fill and 
building programs reshaped the city. The changes were greater than in any 
other Colonial city in this country. Even in Revolutionary times, the changes 
had resulted in tearing down most of the buildings around Cornhill and King 
and new ones were constructed. 

In the 1640 's Mr. Fairbanks had illustrious neighbors. C. vV. Ernst in his 
History of the Post Office notes that four neighbors were governors of Harvard 
- John Cotton, John Wilson, John Winthrop, and Richard Bellingham. Across 
the street lived General Robert Sedgewick, the man named to head the British 
attack upon New Netherlands and the man who did lead the fight in Acadia. 
Three Massachusetts Bay governors lived nearby - John Winthrop, Richard 
Bellingham, and John Leveritt. Richard Hutchinson, across the street, was a 
relative of both Thomas Hutchinson, last roya l governor of Massachusetts, and 
Anne Hutchinson, the Antinomian leader, who founded Rhode Island and New 
Rochelle, N. Y. Richard Fairbanks was one of Anne Hutchinson 's followers. 

Richard Fairbanks in New England 

Official records contain a considerable body of information about Richard 
Fairbanks. He arrived in Boston with his wife, Elizabeth, in August 1633 on 
board the Griffin. This ship also carried a relatiYe, Jonathan Fairbanks, and 
the celebrated John Cotton (1585-1652) the ' Patriarch of Ne"· England' and 
vicar of St. Botholph's in Boston. 

Fairbanks joined the church in the '8th month 1633 ', or immediately upon 
joining the Boston community. His wife joined a bit later. He was made a 
'free man' by the General Court of Massachusetts on May 14, 1634. As one of 
the Ancient and Honorable :Members of the Artillery Company, he was entitled 
to bear arms. This is significant for British records of Richard F airbanks will 
probably be found in the I.Jondon fi les of the Ancient and Honorable Members. 
These have not been searched for data about him. 

From 1635 until 1643, Fairbanks held minor local offices. According to 
D . B. Rutmand's Winthrop's Boston, pg. 206, he was the town herder from 
1635-8. He also speculated in land. In 1636 he violated the General Court 
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Meeti ng onler of November 30, 1635, that, 
"None should sell houses or allotments to ne\\·comers but " ·ith consent an<l 
allowance of those that are appointed lotters ... '· 

H e was con victed of having sold, 
'' to two strangers the towe houses in Sudbury end . '' 

and on the sixth clay of the 4th month of 1646 he was fin ed and the sale r endered 
forfe it. (The fin e is r eported as XI-perhaps ten pounds?) Ne vertheless in 
t.he great allotment of 1637 he was given three and twenty acres. H e ma naged 
to get onto the committee that handled the land distribution. The resul t of this 
act iYity in lands is that the land records of 16-15 show Ri chard Fairbanks o\\·ncd 
the following par cels : 

J. One house and grounds boun ded wit h Capt. Kcaj nc on the north, Oli,·er 
on the south and High street on the west. 

2. F ive acres in Fort field. 
3. A garden near Bromfield. 
-1- . F our acres in New F ields (in the neighborhood of Allen, Bulfinch and 

Chambers streets). 
011 August 1, 1651 he wi tnessed the will of the shoemaker Robert Turnrr and 
in 1652 he rece iYed six acres of land in F or t Field fro m this Robert Turner . 
This Rober t Turner (early Boston was fill ed wi th Turners many of them named 
Rober t ) d ied December 3, 1651. H e had been married to Elizabeth and had a 
son, Rober t, born March 17, 1652 and who died June 21, 1652. 

Religious cont rowrsy boil ed over in 1637. F airba nks wa s a follO\YCr of 
thr. Reverend John Wheelwright and his relative, Anne Hutchinson . This 
group, with suppor t from Governor H enry Vane and J ohn Cotton claim ed a 
' COYenant of grace' as cont rasted with the Reverend .John "Wil son 's 'cownant 
of w01·ks'. Wil son was suppor ted by Deputy GoYernor , J ohn \¥ in throp, and the 
co nn tr_,. magistrates and churches. The elections of Ma:· 1637 to th e Gr 11 r ral 
Court decided the r eligious issue when Winth rop defratrd Vanr, who r eturned 
to Englan<l in disgust. On November 2, 1637, some 58 men, in cluding Richar<l 
l•'a irbanks, \\·ho were An tinomi ans were required to give up their guns and other 
firC'a l'ms for , 

· ' holding and express ing op inions that \\"er e clecla1·ed b,,. the church to be 
da ngC'r ous errors . . . " 
Apparently F airbanks recanted for he \\"as allo\\" ed to keep his politica l 

offices. F urther, the next year he " ·as given a Yaluable pri ,·ilegr, for on l\Iay 12, 
1638 we find, 

"all owed to sell wine and strong water, R. Fair banks, Roston. ,. 
This was the first r ecord of a tavern in Boston. It was only logical, in con­
sequence of this act, that the F airbanks' house should be the location where the 
bag for overseas mail would be kept. The tavern was known as the Blue Anchol' 
and it stood fo r some fifty years. Among the subsequent tenants wh o owned this 
land plot \\·ere H enry Knox, the Revolutionary general, and th e B oston Globe. 
It \\"as not for some years that a second tave rn was au thori zC'd. 

Among the colonial records r eferring to F airbanks in Bo .. to 11 are the fo l-
lowing: 

'' ovember 13, 1644 ... ye quartieres as shall meet at ye house of R. 
F airba nks at Boston on ye 25th Dec. It is ordered that g-oodman F airbanks 
shall have his bill paid him out of the children 's money." 
"Ma:v 14, 1645 . .. send copies to ye said surveyor at Ri ch : F airbanks 
house ... with the surveys for Yotes :ve 3 committeC's to ye house of Richard 
l• a il'banks at Boston.'' 
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"August 12, 1646. A bill of £69/8/5d being presented to the Committee by 
Rich : F airbanks of many particulars as clue him from ye country is accepteJ 
for a debt of £63/9/0 due to ye country from 1\1.r. Edward Tinge. " 
'' October 7, 1646. Whatsoever appears due to the widow "Wilson from the 
country with r espect to her late husband 's wages &c. appearing under the 
Lords houses shee shalbe forwith paid & satisfied by Rich : Fairbanks as 
farr as that goes to which he oweth the country for the customs of wine .. . '' 
'' Iovember 4, 1646 ... Richard Fairbanks and Hugh Garrison are licenst 
for Boston ... each to pay £15 per annum.' · 
Richard Fairbanks had but two children. His son, Zaccheus, was baptized 

on December 8, 1639 and died on November 10, 1653 at the age of 14. His 
daughter, Constance, was baptized on January 10, 1636/ 7. She married Samuel 
Mattocke on January 30, 1653/ 4 with William Hibbins officiating. Descendants 
of this union are alive today. All subsequent members bearing the F airbanks 
name, however, including the one who became Yice-presiclent , are related to 
Jonathan Fairbanks rather than Richard. 

The last document we have of Richard F airbanks is his signature, among 
others, on the marriage contract dated J anuary 29, 1654. Records of the mid-
1600 's in New England are poor and ''"e do not know the date of death of 
either F airbanks or his wife. Further we haYe no r ecord of a will. The Fair­
banks family, who have extensfrely researched the ea rly records, make it clear 
in unpublished correspondence that no particular effort was made to find such 
a will. Vv e do know that Richard Fairbanks died prior to April 15, 1667 for a 
lot was conveyed on that date with the notation , 

" purchased from the late Ri chard Fairbanks several years since . .. " 
This deed suggests that Fairbanks died probably no earlier than 1664 and pos­
sibly as late as 1667. 

Pulling the known data about Richard F airbanks together, we find a r ela­
tively young inn-keeper who made his mone~' in land speculation. H e would be 
an extrovert to get into politics and inn-keeping. H e may well have left Boston 
shortly after the marriage of his daughter and the death of his son. There is 
a serious question if he was connected \Yith the tavern or the post after 1652. 

The Blue Anchor Inn 

Richard Fairbanks sold the Blue Anchor inn and his home on April 1, 1652 
to Robert Turner. According to the record in the N ew England Genealogy 
series (Vol. 39, p. 383) this Robert Turner was styled the ' vintner ' in the deed, 

''from Richard F airbanks conveying the establishment upon which he r e­
built or enlarged the house where he established the Blue Anchor. '' 

This Robert 'furner may have been the one that came o,·er as number 24 in the 
Blessing Jo: in 1633/ 4. H e did come OYer on September 4, 1633. He married 
a P enelope and among his children was Ephraim (born 12/ 13/ 1639 ), Sarah (born 
1/ 11/ 1640 ) and John (1/ 10/ 1642 ). 

With the sale of the Blue Anchor to Robert, the ' Vintner ', Turner , Fair­
banks apparently lost all connection with the mails. Turner seems to have 
operated the Blue Anchor as a :famil~' enterprise until 1664. At that time, on 
the 9th of 5th month 1664 he gave his son, Ephraim, his ' new built house', to 
John Toppin 's fence. It is an interesting philatelic sidelight that at one point 
the Phil adelphia colonial post office was kept in an inn named the Blue Anchor. 

Ephraim was 25 when he r eceived the house. H e had been admitted to the 
.Ancient and Honorable Members of the .Artillery Company in 1663 and " ·as 
listed as a 'free man ' in 1666. His first child was born 12/ 3/ 1663 and he had a 
son, also named Robert Turner , born Jun e 17, 1665. Ephraim was made an 
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Ensign in 1675 and is so reported until 1680 when he disappears from the 
Boston records, probably because he moved out of town. 

It is this Robert Turner, the vintner's grandson, who wrote to William P enn 
on the 3rd of 6th month (August) 1685 giYing news of Boston . Included in 
this letter was the fact that John Wheeler was building, 

"a good brick house by the Blew Anchor." 
This reference establishes the fact that the 'new built house' plot included the 
Blue Anchor, for other land references (New England Genealogy Vol. 15, p . 
323) sho"· that John Wheeler's plot is next to the Turner plot. 

Summarizing the Turner data, we find that the elder Robert Turner, who 
" ·ould be of some"· hat similar age to Richard Fairbanks - because of similarity 
of dates of their eldest children - held the captain's bag privilege from 1652 
until 1664. Ephraim took over the Blue Anchor, and the privilege, at that time 
and ran the inn until about 1680. Because of his military involvement in 1675-
1677, as an Ensign in King Philip 's War, however, Ephraim probably neglected 
the inn and the captain's bag. Thus, the merchants protested, in their petition 
of 1677 and asked to have a postmaster appointed. 

Ancestry of Richard Fairbanks 

Jonathan Fairbanks, who came with his wife, Grace, and six of his nine 
children on the Griffin and Richard Fairbanks, ,,-ho came with his wife, Eliza­
beth, are reported to be relatives. Some traditions eYen make them brothers. 
Vv e have no direct proof of this, and some negatiYe evidence that they were not 
brothers. Jonathan was married on May 20, 1617, in England. His will was 
made on June 1, 1668 and his estate was inventoried on October 16, 1668; he 
died December 5, 1668. On none of these records is Richard Fairbanks, or his 
heirs mentioned. We know that English relatiYes left legacies for Jonathan, 
but Richard and his family are not mentioned. Thus, on the basis of this 
negative evidence I would conclude that they were not brothers, or if so, on very 
bad terms with one another. 

L. S. Fairbanks' History of the Fairbanks Family traces the family back 
to 1430 in K endall, Westmorelandshire, England. There was a John Fairbanks 
among the descendants (1480-1551 ) who had a son, Gilbert (1505-3/3/1578). 
These two are apparently the ancestors of the American .B airbanks. Two lines 
of descent haYe been suggested for Jonathan. One, through John of Skircote 
and his son, John, born in 15 6, would make Jonathan about 30 when he married 
and almost eighty at death. A more likely prospect is through John Fairbanks 
of Thaighe, Thornton parish, Craven, who had a son born in 1594. There are 
various Richard Fairbanks in the ancestoral line, but none of a date that can be 
identified with the colonist Richard. For example, there is a Richard Fairbanks 
in 1517, nephew of Edward of Sowerby (a Jonathan relative) who lived in 
Yorkshire. A Richard Fairbanks died November 28, 1547 in Worley . 

Because his eldest child was born in early 1637, a trifle over three years 
after Richard Fairbanks arrived in Boston , I " ·ould assume that he was younger 
than Jonathan. He apparentl~r died one to three years before Jonathan. Thus, 
it is possible that the search for Jonathan 's ancestors (the only one that has 
been made) failed to turn up traces of Richard Fairbanks, "·ho may e' ·en be a 
child from a former marriage of Jonathan's step-mother. . 

We do find that a Richard Fairbanks (Hail ) married Margret Pollard on 
.June 15, 1607 and that a Richard Fairbanks married a fartha Holdrush on 
May 28, 1610. Either of these mig·ht be Richard 's parents. 

As hypothesis, I would sugge t that Richard was about 20 to 25 when he 
arrived in Boston in 1633, and that he was newly married. Further, I would 
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suggest that the r elationship was one of cousin to J onathan. Both the 1607 and 
1610 Richard Fairbanks marriages fit these conditions. If either is conrct he 
''"ould ha n died at about 50 to 60 years of age. 

Because a detailed search for Richard's ancestors and circumstan ces " ·ere 
not mad r by the F airbanks family, who descend from Jonathan , and because 
Ri chard 's descendants - the Mattock family - have not seen fit to explore this 
female ancestor's antecedants, there is still a Yirgin fi eld for postal histo rians. 
Among th e items to be located by the Colonial Am erica, or a similar group, are : 
Richard 's will , the inYentor y of his estate, the death certifi cate of him and his 
" ·ife, and probably through the Ancient and Honorabl e l\'Iem brrs of the Artillery 
Compan~r in London, a check for his specific ancestors. The dissenter church 
records of England may also help. 

Anoth er project is exploration on Robert the elder, and Ephraim Turner, 
" ·ho annarentLv held the cantain 's bag nriYileirn through the Blue Anchor and 
the Act of 1639 until 1677. W ere the~' in any way connected with the messenger 
senices of the period ? Do letters mention them in connection with the mails? 
Both nam rs ha ve lwen unknown previously to postal historians. 

THE ENGLISH POSTAL FARM 

1516 Sir Brian Tuke named 'Master of the King's Post ', ·Magistrntr r :=-..run ­
ciorum, Cursorum, siYe Postarum '. 

post 1533 J ohn Mason (d ied 1566 ) and William Paget named ' Masters of the 
Messengers, Runners, and Posts ' . 

1566 Sir Thomas Randolph , upon his return from Scotland until his death in 
1590. 
The foreign post 'ms in the hands of the "Merchants Strangrrs' until 
156 when the office fell vacant and the.' · sp lit betwer n th r German, 
Raph ael, and the Englishman, Godfre~-. The other major foreign system 
was the 'l\l[erchants Adventurers'. (Domestic Corrrspondence Bilzabeth 
Vol. 48 #65 ) . 

1583 First comprehensiYe domestic regulations establish ed on Jamrnry 1-1-, 1583 
by Orders of the Lords of H er l\Iajesty 's PriYy Coun cil. 

1591 Queen 's Proclamation orders no letters to be sent to or receiwd from an:· 
foreign country except by government post eliminated the two major 
foreign systems. 

1607 John Stanhope, the first Baron Stanhope of Hal'!'in gton, jointly with 
his son, Charles Stanhope, named ' Ma ster of the P osts and Messeng·el's · 
with a fee of 100 marks and 'avails and profits '. 

1619 Matt he" · de Quester and his son Matthew the younger named ·Postmaster 
General for England for Foreign Parts '. Stanhope held this infringed 
his patent. 

3/ 15/ 1633 deQuestor senior assigns foreign postmastership jointly to William 
1:<""rizell and Thomas Witherings. Letters patent granted. Net charge to 
the crown was £3,400 a year. 
July 31, 1635, Thom as W'itherings ' proposals for a major overhaul of the 
post accepted and the eight major internal routes were set up. 
February 1638, a royal proclamation ratified With erings' agreement with 
the French postmaster for a French mail. 

1640 Commons sequestered the office to Philip Burlamachi . Witherin gs, then, 
assigned his patent to Robert Rich , earl of Warwick. Sequestration de­
clared illegal in 1642. In 1646 the monopoly r estraint clauses of the 
Warwick assignment held void by the courts. Burlamachi acted as 
agent for Pride:rnx while H enry Robinson acted as W arwick 's agent . 
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lti.J.-t Edmund Prideaux, .A.ttorne:· U cneral, is gi YCn the farm for £5,000 a year 
as ' Master of the Posts, l\Iessengers and Couriers'. 

I oiiO Some firn postmaster patents had been granted, foreign and domestic. 
Parliament held it " ·as their right to dispose of the office. Th ere wel'e 
I wo pl'ivate posts in this period. One was the post run by John Hill of 
York whi ch charged ld a Jetter in England and 2d to Scotland. 'l' he 
other was run by t\\·o undertakers, Clement Oxbridge and Franeis 
Thompson , who charged 2d for 100 miles and 3d beyond. 

] (j;j;:J Foreign and inland posts farmed to John-1\ianle:· for £10,000. ..\. note 
that John Thurloe should take o\·er, b~r patent, at the end of l\Ianl ey's 
contract is also reported. Dr. Dorislaus and Samuel Moreland were the 
Cromwellian Board of Examiners for fort>ig n letters and read all. Sec­
retary of State Tlmrloe had basic control oYet· the posts from M.arch 29, 
1652 until the Restoration but officially took over on l\Iay 3, 1655. Capt. 
John-Manley was a Justice of the Peace in fiddlesex and a Cromwellite. 
In 1654 he was given, b:v ordinance, a postal monopoly in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland and to and from all the other places within the 
Dominions of the Commonwealth. Thurloe introduced free franking. 
The speed of the post " ·as regulated at sen' n miles an hour from April 
through Septrrnber and five miles an hour October through l\'Iareh. There 
'ras to be a \\·eekl~· packet from DO\·er to Calais, from Milford H aven 
to Waterford in Treland and from Chester to Dublin . 

16!)7 Pa 1·1 ia ment sets rat0s of postage an\! rights n n<l duties of postmasters. 
In 1659 the farm yields £14,000. 

I fi60 Hem·~· Bishop, founder of th e Bishopmark, becomes first Postmaster­
Gencral under Charles II for a farm of £21,500. An Act for Erecting 
and Establishing a Post Office was also passed. 

Hi62 Daniel 0 'Neil, groom of the bedchamber, granted Letters Patent as Post­
master-General and 'Master of all th e King's Posts and Couriers in all 
his l\'Ia.jcsty 's Dominions '. The farm 'ms for £21,500. 

Hi(i3 Act for Settling the Profits of the Post Office on the duke of York and 
his Heirs-Male passed 15 Car. II. 

1667 Postal reYenue wns £25,000. 
King orders postoffice in North America to be set up and report to 0 'Neil. 

167.J. H enr:r Bennet, earl of Arlington takes over the royal farm for £43,000 . 
The main office in London has 75 employees. Dockwra begins his penn:· 
post M.arch 25, 16 0 and on NoYember 23, 1682 it is turned over to the 
Duke's government office. Docln\Ta goes to Ne'r J ersey as a landowner 
in 1692 ; in 1697 he becomes the J_,ondon comptroller of the post. 

1685 Annual revenue from the postal farm is £65,000. On November 23, 1685 
Edward Randolph, secretary and registrar of the New England province 
is appointed P ostmaster, until 1689 when Andros government falls follow­
ing deposition of James II. 

1688 Annual postal farm revenue rises to 76,318 pounds. Earl of Rochester is 
the patentee. 

},ebruary 17, 1692 Thomas eale, Master of the Mint is given a 21 year patent 
for a rent of six shillings a year. Neale appointed Andrew Hamilton on 
April 4, 1692 to be his American deputy. Through May 1697 receipts 
on the .American service were £1,457 and expenses £3,817 . The farm 
went in 1697 to Dr. Davenant for £90,505 for both inland and foreign. 

1699 ea1e, prior to his death, assigns his patent to Andrew Hamilton and 
Robert W est for about £1,100 in back salary and advances. 
3 l 
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The Carrier Service In Baltimore 

Prior to 1863 
By Denwood N. Kelly (Continued from Vol. 51, page 354) 

Postal Markings 

The cancellations to be found on the Baltimore carriers' stamps, while 
limited in variety, offer an interesting field for study. 

Only one handstamped postal marking (Figure 65) is definitely attrib­
utable to the Carrier Department, it having been designed for use on bulk mail­
ing of circulars, pamphlets, notices, etc., to avoid waste of time and adhesive 
stamps. Such use is illustrated in F igure 66 on a small locally addressed 
envelope. Very occasionall y this marking was used as a canceller, probably in 
error or in haste to quickly cancel the stamps on a large number of letters . 
Figure 67 illustrates an example o-f such usage of this handstamp to cancel a 
blue " E ye" carriers' stamp. 

Figure 65. The only handstamp spe~ific a lly attributed to the Carrier Department. 

Figure 66. Small locally addressed envelope, wh ich probably contained an invitation or announce­
ment of some sort, bearing the ra re c ircular handstamp illustrated in Figure 65. (Kelly Collection), 
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Figure 67. The only known example of the use of the circular carrier handstamp to cancel a 
carrier stamp. (Ex Straus Collection) . 

. .~ ,. 

Figure 68. Local cover bearing a blue carrier stamp of the first design (Scott I LB3) cancelled with 
a blue Baltimore circular date stamp. (Ex Caspary Collection}. 

Regular Baltimore postal circular elate stamps are not infrequently found 
on the carriers ' stamps, although these semi-official stamps were not supposed to 
be so cancelled as they prepaid no r egular postal rate. Figures 11, 68 and 69 
show fine examples of su ch mal'kings. The coyer shown in Figure 68 is a strictly 
local cover and one wonders why the carriers ' stamp bears an official postmark. 
The two probable explanations are that either (1) the letter was collected by a 
carrier for normal local d eli ver~' , the addressee was found to be on the " do not 
deliver'' list and the letter was turn ed over to the Post Office to be held for 
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Figure 69. "Outgoing" cover, Nov. 14, 1853 , showing a first type carrier stamp (Scott ILBI) 
separately cancelled by blue Baltimore circular date stamp. (Ex Straus, Clough Collections). 

/ / 
/7 
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Figure 70. Blue " Eye" carrier stamp, used April 4, 1859, tied along with the U.S. 3c: 1857 
stamp by blue Baltimore c:irc:ular date stamp. 

pick-up, the postal clerk cancelling the stamp; or (2) the letter was banded in 
as a drop letter prepaid for carrier delivery and the carriers' stamp so can­
celled to show that the letter had passed through the Post Office, the drop letter 
rate having been paid in cash. Figure 69 shows a very fine cover, the carriers' 
stamp having merely paid the fee for carriage "to the mails ". The unusual 
feature, of course, is the carriers' stamp being so carefully cancelled by the 
Baltimore circular date stamp; this was probably done merely by a postal clerk 
who noticed that the stamp was uncancelled and decided to repair the carrier's 
omission. The cover illustrated in Figure 70 shows the most usual way in which 
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Figure 71. Local cover bearing a red on blue carrier stamp of t he first design (Scott I LBI) tied 
by the large one-in-circle drop letter rate marking . (Kelly Collection) . 

carriers' stamps came to r eceiYe official ca ncellations; being placed adjace nt to 
the government postage stamp, it receiYed a portion of the c:rncellation intended 
for the regular stamp. 

The " 1 in circle" postmarks shown on the covers in Figure 71 and 72 are 
regu lar government posta l markings denoting prepa:nnent of the one cent drop 
letter rate. -when found on a carriers' sta mp, th ey merely show that the letter 
was handed in at the Post office bearing a carriers ' stamp, the one cent drop 
letter rate paid in cash, and the letter turned ovrr to th e Carrier Department 
for delivery. 

Figure 72. Black " Horseman" carrier stamp t ied to local cover by medium-sized one-in-circle 
drop letter rate marking . (Kelly Co11ection). 
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Another handstamp occasionally found, generally on the stamps of the first 
type, is a small barred circular killer, shown in Figure 73 tying a copy of the 
r ed stamp on bluish paper to a local cover. This handstamp was apparently 
occasionally used by postal clerks to cancel carriers' stamps that were already on 
drop letters to show that the letter had passed through the Post Office. When 
it appears on carriers' stamps on outgoing letters it was apparently used either 
accidentally or to obliterate a stamp not cancelled in the Carrier Department. 

The handstamped '' X'' tying the carriers' stamp to the cover in Figure 7 4 
is the only example so far r ecorded. Its explanation is still a mystery; probably 
it was priYately prepared by one of the carriers to facilitate cancelling stamps. 

'. 

Figue 73. Red carrier stamp of the first design (Scott I LB I ) tied to local cover by the ba rred 
circle killer which was in standard use in the Baltimore post office in the 1850's. 

,_ /t /; l o/ v/:/;/;; ;, ,,,:r<~ /(~ r ~/ ~ 

y { %~, ·/I'd. ' / / ' ) 
/ 

Figure 74. Local cover, Aug . 20, 1851 , bea ring a red on blue carrier sta mp of the first design , 
cancelled with a handstamped "X". 
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Figure 75. Local cover, April 20, 1859, the red "Eye" carrier stamp (Scott I LB7) cancelled manu­
script " Harvey". (Kelly Collection) . 
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Figure 76. Red " Horseman" carrier stamp (Scott I LB9) , cancelled manuscript " Busch", on local 
letter. (Kelly Collection) . 
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Figure 77, Red " Eye " carrier stamp {Scott 
I LB7) cancelled " Hutton" . (Middendorf Col­
lection) . 

Figure ~9a.,, ~~d "Horseman" stamp cancelled 
manuscript B . 

1 

Figure 79. Red "Horseman" carrier stamp {Scott I LB9) on outgoing letter, cancelled pencil 
manuscript " B" (Kelly Collection). 

Figure 78. Red "Eye" carrie r stamp {Scott 
I LB7) cance lled "King". (Kelly Collection). 

Figu re 80. Black " Horseman " carrier stamp 
{Scott I LBS) cancelled manuscript "F". 
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Figure 81 . Red "Eye" carrier stamp (Scott ILB7) on "outgoing" letter, cancelled " G". (Kelly 
Collection). 

(. ' / 
t' 

Figure 82. Black " Horseman " carrier stamp (Scott I LBS) on locally addressed e nvelope, cancelled 
G in a nother ha ndwriting. (Kelly Collection) . 

The most usual cancellation to be found on the carriers ' stamps is of the 
manuscript variety; this is to be expected as the carriers were responsible for 
cancelling the stamps on the letters they collected. Generally these manuscript 
cancellations took the form of parallel penstrokes, crosses, checkmarks, or mere 
"squiggles ". Only rarely does a full name appear as shown on the r ed " Eye" 
stamp on the con·1· in Fig·ure 75, cancelled by Carrier Thomas Han·e~ · who was 
appointed in .April, 1853. Figure 76 illustrates a cover bearing a red ''Horse­
man" carrier stamp cancelled "Busch " in manuscript, obviously the signature 
of Henry Busch, carrier from 1855 to 1859. .Another nice example of this type 
of manuscript cancelation is shown in Figure 77 , this being from the collection 
of J . W illiam l\I iddendorf and showing the name of John Hutton , a carrier in 
1858. .Another example is shown in F igure 78, again on a red " E ye" stamp, 
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Figure 83 . Local letter, the black "Horseman" carrier stamp (Scott ILB8) cancelled with a third 
type ma11us:ript "G", and used in combination with a I c 1857, indicating an original mailing as a 
drop letter. A rare combination. (Kelly Collection). 

\ . 

Figure 83a. "Outgoing" letter bearing Jc 1857 and red "Eye" carrier stamp cancelled manuscript 
"G". (Ex Sinclair Collection). 
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cancelled by Carrier Willi am J . King, the brother of the probable printers of 
the stamps. Figure 79 shows a red horseman stamp cancelled with a pencilled 
manuscript " B " " ·hich could be the initial of any one of four carriers (Mi chael 
Borland, Charles H. Branson , James M. Brown, H enry Busch) active in the 
1855-56 period. Another ' ' B '' is shown on the red · ' H orseman '' stamp in 
Figure 79a. A good example of the manuscript "F " of Carrier John S. Fus­
selbaugh is shown on a black '' Horseman ' ' stamp in Figure 0. Two types of 
"G" cancellations are illustrated in Figures 81 and 82 and a third in Figure 
83; these three "G" types obYiously were the work of Carriers Wm. H. Geisen­
daffer, Conrad Gerhardt and Geo. Frederick German, all of whom were on duty 
in the 1855-60 period. Still another "G" is shown on the red " E ye" stamp on 
the conr in Figure 83a . Figures 84 and 85 show examples of a manuscript 
" H ", both of which are thought to be in Thomas H arvey's handwriting; there 
being a strong similarity in the formation of that letter to that shown in Figure 
75 . The annual r eport of the Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal Companies, 
May 9, 1859, shown in Figure 86, bears a red eye stamp cancelled " K ", olwiously 
William J . King. Two types of " M " al'e shmrn cancelling red " E~·e " and red 
"Horseman" stamps, r espectively, on the coYers illustrated in Figures 87 and 
88. Possibly a third type of '' M '' is shown on the reel '' Horseman'' stamp in 
Figure 89. The reel " Eye" stamp in Figure 90 is cancelled with a large ir­
regular "R" which could be the initial of Carri ers Rayhice, Ringrose, Robertson 
or Rodenstein, all of whom were on duty in the 1857-1860 period. Another 
variety of " R " is shown in Figure 91. The stamp on the "outgoing " coYer 
shown in Figure 92 is ca nccll ecl a " W ' · in pencil manuscript. The stamps in 
Figures 93 and 94 show red "Eye" marginal copies with pencil cancellations 
which are apparentl~r different types of " Vv" or " 1\1 " . Edward W . Wartman 
was a letter carrier in the proper period and one of these initials may be his. 
The other " W " carriers listed are George Williar wh o was promoted to Super­
intendent of Carriers in 1 53, and J ames R. ·w ard who was listed in 1851, but 
not thereafter. If either of these marks is an " 1\1 " it must be allocated to 
George L. Mallonee who was a carrier or "Post-office agent" from 1851 to 1854 
according to city directories. 1\fr. Robson Lowe recently showed me an interest­
ing manuscript marking on a red '' Horseman '' stamp, on the cover shown in 
Figure 8. He deciphers the marking, which is not too distinctly or too neatly 
scrawled in pencil , as " DP " - T can find no kn o\\'n ca1Tin· with those initials, 
however. If it is "DR", though, it fits Dominic Rayhice, who had a long 
tenure of service from 1842 to 1859. On th e other hand , it appears as easily 
possible to be "C.R.P." which fits Charles R. Powell! Such are the frustrations 
caused by poor and hurried handwriting. Other manuscript cancellations have 
been seen which may or may not be scrawled initials- th ere is no point to listing 
these until they are further verified. 

With the idea that it may be useful to specialists trying to identify or verify 
manuscript markings, a list of all known letter carriers in Baltimore between 
1 37 and 1860 is furnished herewith. It was compiled from Post Office records 
in the National Archives researched by Mr. Elliott P erry, and from city direc­
tory listings and Post Office notices in contemporanr Baltimore newspapers. 
The individual year dates (1858, 1858-59, etc.) after the various names indicate 
the editions of the city directories in which the letter carrier listing appeared. 
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Figure 84. Local letter, re d " Horse ma n" ca rrier sta mp cancelled " H". (Ex Stra us Collection) . 

• 

Figure 85. Local letter, pinkish red " Horseman" carrier sta mp cancelled " H". (Ex Straus Collection). 
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Figure 86. A financial report, May 9, 1859, bearing a red " Eye" carrier stamp (Scott I LB7) 
cancelled manuscript " K". (Kelly Collection) . 
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Baltimore Letter Carriers 

1837-1863 

.A.Jou, John F. Succeeded by D. W. Cathell, May 3, 1863. 
Bennett, L . W. Appointed July 12, 1849. In charge of District 9, P. 0. Notice 

of July 1, 1851. 
Blinzinger, George JT. Appointed April, 1858. 
Boland (Borland), Michael 1855-56, 1857-57. Previously a clerk; resigned 

April 18, 1857. 

Branson, Charles H. 1855-56, previously a carpenter. Resigned October 2, 1855. 
Brawner, Andrew H . Appointed May 16, 1857. 1858, 1858-59. Previously 

tavern-keeper, bill broker, druggist. 
Briggs, Samuel S. Appointed April 30, 1845, vice E . C. Johnson, removed. 

1847-48, 1849-50. Previously brass-founder. 
Brown, J ames M. 1855-56, 1856-57, 1858, 1858-59. Previously drayman. 
Brown, Joseph E. Appointed April 3, 1855, Yice Charles R. Powell. 
Brown, William H . Appointed May 30, 1861, Yice W. H . Geisendaffer. 
Busch, H enry 1855-56, 1856-57, 1858-59. Pn•Y i ousl~r tob;:icconist. Registrred 

Aug. 10, 1860. 
Busch, John Appointed November 30, 1836. 
Cathell, Daniel \V. Appointed May 30, 1863, Yice John F. Alou. 
Cook, H enry 1856-57. Listed as ''off. P. Office'' l 855-56, previously cabinet-

maker. 
Darling, J ohn 1855-56, 1856-57, 1858, 1858-59. Previously brick-layer, grocer. 
Fusselbaugh, John S. 1855-56, 1856-57, 1858, 1858-59. 
Ga ll agher, John. Appointed July 28, 1841 , Yice .Tames McNeal 1842, 1843. 

Previousl y clerk, died 1844 . 

• 

Figure 87. Red "Eye" carrier stamp (Scott ILB7) , Type 9 with bottom sheet margin, on local 
letter, cancelled manuscript "M". (Kelly Collection). 
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Geisendaffer, William H . Appointed June 1, 1857. 1858, 1858-59. Previously 
variety dealer. 

Gelder, W. G. In charge of Distri ct H, P. 0 . Notice of July 1, 1851. 
Gerhardt, Conrad 1858, 1858-59. 
German, George Frederick 1855-56, 1858, 1858-59. Previously tavern-keeper; 

grocer 1856-57. 
Gorman, J . Warren Appointed May 30, 1861, vice C. J. Ringrose. 
Halton, John J. 1858. 
Harvey, Thomas J. Appointed April 30, 1853. 1855-56, 1856-57, 1858, 1858-

59. 
Hess, George E . Appointed December 15, 1 60. 
Hinkle, J. W . In charge of District 11, P. 0. Notice of July 1, 1851. 
Hoffman, A. In charge of District 6, P. 0. Notice of July 1, 1851. 
Holliday, J esse L. Resigned October 11, 1849. 
Hook, H enry F. In charge of District , P. 0. Notice of July 1, 1851. 1853-

54. Previously printer, later coal dealer. 
Hutton, John " Penny post" 1858. 
H yde, Richard B. Appointed March 11, 1862 ; removed Sept. 27, 1862. 
Jarden (Jordan ), Samuel 1856-57, 1858, 1858-59. Previously confectioner. 
Johnson, Ezekiel C. Appointed Nov. 3, 1841 ; r ernornd April 30, 1845; r eap-

pointed July 14, 1849. In charge of District 7, P. 0. Notice of July 1, 
1851. 18-!5, 1851, l 53-54 ; previously tailor, latrr g rocer, paper carrier , 
agent for Poor Assn. Tailor 1847-1850. 

Keplinger, W . Resigned April 14, 1841. 
King, William J. 1855-56, 1 56-57, 1858, 1858-59, replaced May 30, 1861 by 

M. S. Showacre. Previously bailiff. 
Kremer, James C. Deceased Dec., 1862. 
Kremel', John F . Appointed Dec. 16, 1862, vice J ames C. Kremer, deceased. 
Kngl rr, Samuel Appointr<l Sept. 4, 1849, vice Jacob Kmtz, resigned. In 

charge of District 1, P. 0. Notice of July 1, 1951. 
Kurtz, Jacob Appointed August 16, 1849; r esigned Sept. 4, 1849. 
Lanney, Lewis Francis Appointed July 24, 1845 . 1 49-50. 
Latham, Edward Appointed J an. 15, 1859. 
Leas, Charles A. Appointed October 11, 184-!, vice E. C. W ell s, resigned; r e­

placed b~- C. R. Powell April 18, 1845. 
J_jeonard, Amasa Appointed Dec. 11, 18-!4, vice John Gallagher, died. 1847-48, 

l -!9-50. Previous]~· carpenter; collector and agrnt, in 1851. 
Littlefield, Abraham Appointed Nov. 30, 1836. 
Lusby, H enry Appointed April 14, 1841, vice W. Keplinger; removed April 16, 

1845 . 1 42, 1845. Previously runner , Franklin Bank ; later a painter . 
Mallonee, George L . In charge of District 10, P . 0. Notice of July 1, 1851. 

" P . 0 . Agent," 1853-54. Appointed July 12, 1849. 
lVIcNeal, James. Resigned July 28, 1841. 
Mc Williams, John Appointed Aug. 10, 1860, vice H enry Busch, resigned; re­

placed by John Shandman May 30, 1861. 
Mercer , Charles H. Appointed J an. 1, 1844, vice W. J . ·white, res igned. 1847-

4, 1 51. ' ·Clerk in P.O." 18-!2, 1 -!5, 1 49-50 ; lamp dealer 1853. 
Morton, Michael Appointed Aug. 10, 1 60. 
l\Iusselman, John 1837, 18-!0-H, 18-!2, 1845, 1847-48, 1849-50, 1851. Removed 

Sept. 10, 1850, r eplaced by John Roundtree. 
Offley, Michael Appointed Sept. 27, 1862, vice R. B. Hyde. 
Phelps, William Appointed Jan. 15, 1859. 
Powell, Charles R. Appointed April 18, 1845; r esigned April 3, 1855. 
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Figure 88. Red "Horseman" carrier stamp (Scott I LB9) on "outgoing" letter, cancelled manuscript 
" M". (Robson Lowe Collection) . 

Figure 89 . Red "Horseman" carrier stamp (Scott I LB9) cancelled manuscript "M". (Robson Lowe 
Collection). 

Figure 90. Red " Eye" carrier stamp (Scott I LB7) cancelled manuscript "R". 
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Fig ure 9 1. Re d " Horse ma n" ca rr ie r stamp 
(Scott I LB9 ) cancelle d ma nusc ript " R" . (Ex 
Wate rho use Collection) . Figure 93 . Uppe r left corn e r ma rg inal copy 

of the red " Eye" carr ier sta mp (Scott I LB7) 
ca nce ll ed either " M" or "W ". (Ke lly Collec­
tio n ). 

Hayhice, Dominick 1842, 1 45, 1849-50, 1856-57, 1858-59. "Coll ector" 1851, 
1853-5.f, 1 55-57. 

Ringrose, Christopher J. Appointed June 1, 1857 ; replaced b,v J . 'VIT . Gorman 
May 30, 1 61. 185 , 1858-59. Previously feed dealer. 

Roberts, Isaac C:. Appointed Aug. 16, 18-±9, in charge of District 12, P . 0. Notice 
of July 1, 1851. 1853-54. "Asst. Warden " 1 47-48. 

Robertson, C. William 1858-59. Previously a printer, 1853-54. 
Rosenstein , Joseph G. vV. Appointed April 16, 1845, vice H enry Lusby, removed. 

1847-4 , 1 -1-9-50, 1855-56, 1856-7, 1858, 1858-59. "Coll ector" in 1851, 
1853-54. 

Roundtree, John Appointed Sept. 10, 1850, vice J . l\Iusselman, removed. Pre-
viously and subsequently a music teacher. 

Sa lty, J oseph Appointed J an. 15, 1859. 
Schofield, Hem,,- Appointed J an. 15, 1859. 
Shandman, John Appointed J\Iay 30, 1861, vice J ohn J\lcWilliams. 
Shaw, Bernard Appointed April 18, 1857, vice Michael Boland, resigned. 1858, 

1 58-59. 
Showacre, J\Iichael S . Appointed l\Iay 30, 1861, vice· Wm . J . King; however, 

the P. 0 . Notice of July 1, 1851 showed him i11 charge of District 5. 
~mith, Joseph Appointed J\'[a~· 26, 1841, declined appoin tment. 
Steener, George Appointed OY . 30, 1836. 
Suter, James W. Appointed l\Iarch 11, 1862. 
Talbott, Thomas E . Appointed Aug. 16, 1 -±9 . In charge Dist. 4. P . 0. Notice 

of July 1, 1851. 
Thompson, J . J . Appointed November 30, 1836. 
W ard, J ames R. Appointed Oct. 11, 1849, vice J . L . H olliday. In charge of 

District 13, P. 0. Notice of July 1, 1 51. 
Wartman, Edward W . Appointed Oct. 2, 1855, vice C. H . Branson, resigned. 

1858, 1858-59. Previousl~1 clerk and tavern-keeper. 
Weathers, J oseph Appointed Feb. 2 , 1859. 
W ells, Edward C. Appointed Jun e 1, 1841, vice W alter N. Wills, removed. 

1842, later clerk and wood dealer. 
Wells, P eter Appointed No,-. 30, 1836; resigned NoY. 3, 1841. 1819, 1822, 1824, 

1829, 1831, 1835-36, 1 37, 1840-41. 
W ells, Richard C. Appointed Nov. 30, 1836; resigned Nov. 3, 1841. 1837, 

1 40-41. Previously carpenter. 
vVill s, \Valter N. Remm·ed May 1841, succeeded by E d,rard C. \Velis. 
47 



' l'H J,; ( 'O L l,EC T O J{S C LUB PHI LATE LIST . VO L. 52, ;..; o. I 
Figure 92 . Black " Horseman " carr ier stamp (Scott I LBS) on "outgoing" letter, cancel led pen­
c illed manuscript "W ". (Kelly Collection) . 

Figue 94. Left marg inal copy of the red " Eye" carrier stamp (Scott I LB7) cancelled " M" or "W ". 

White, William Appointed l ov. 3, 1841, ,·ice .. Wells " resigned. 1 42, sub­
sequently clerk and stenographer. 

Williar, George P . Appointed J uly 10, 1845. l n charge of District 3, P. 0. 
Notice of July 1, 1851; superintendent of letter carriers as of April 30, 
1853. 1849-50, 1851, 1853-54, 1855-56, 1856-57 (butcher and confectioner 
in addition to duties at P. 0., 1853-57) . 

Willis, Thomas A. Appointed February 28, 1859. 
The Postmasters of Baltimore and the several locations of the Post Office 

during the period which has been under discussion are also li ted for r eady 
reference. 

Postmasters 

Joshua Vansant 
Thomas Finley 
James M. Buchanan 
Charles T. Maddox 
Col. Jacob G. Davies 
Dr. John G. Morris 
William H. Purnell 

May 21, 1 39 to May 6, 1841 
l\Iay 6, 1841 to April 8, 1845 
April 8, 1845 to May 12, 1849 
l\Iay 12, 1849 to April 1, 1 53 
April 1, 1853 to March 27, 1857 
l\Iarch 27, 1857 to April 15, 186J 
i\ p1·il Hi , 1861 to July 28, 1866 
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Post Office Locations 

St. Paul Street and Bank Lane 1816 -1839 
1 39 - 1849 Under Barnum 's Hotel, Fayette and Calvert Sts. 

(Figure 4) 
1849 - 1851 
1851 - Approximately 1880 

:\'ottheast Comer ~orth and Fayette Sts. 
l~xchange Buildings, On:· and Second Sts. 
(Figure 7 ) 

In closing this article on the Baltimore carrier s.,·stem, special thanks are 
offered to the many professional and amateur philatelists who have helped so 
much b:· loaning material for stud:' and photographs, making notes or records 
available, or giving valuable adYice and suggestions. Chief among these is Mr. 
Elliott P erry, who without fail during the past twent:· years has made every 
conceirnble type of information and reference material available to me. Mr. 
Perry vV. Fuller of Baltimore has been equally faithful, as was the late Mr. 
George B. Sloane. Other professionals who haYe been ver:' helpful are Mr. 
E. N. Sampson, H . R. Harm er, Inc., Harmer, Rooke and Co., and Mr. Robert 
E. Siegel. Among the amateur philatelists who have consistently been very 
cooperati,·c arc Mrs. Muriel Bemis Hayes, the Hon. J. William Middendorf II, 
Ambassador to the Netherlands, Mr. Richard E. Gillespie, and Mr. H. Findlay 
French, along with the late Messrs. H enry E. Abt, Frank A. Hollowbush, 
Michael I. Miller, and Philip C:. Straus. Interesting!:· enoug·h, several good 
English friends ha Ye also been signally helpful; Messrs. Robson Lowe, Roland 
King-Farlow, H. G. N. Fletcher, and Ernest MalinmY, along· with the late Sir 
Nicholas Waterhouse and Mr. vV. Humphrey Goldin g, all having loaned items 
from their collections or supplied useful information. And last, but not least, 
are the staffs of the Maryland Historical Societ:· and the Maryland Room of 
the Enoch Pratt Free Librar.v in Baltimore-these ladies and gentlemen gave 
unstintingly of their time and help in proYiding files of contemporary news­
papers, city directories, photographs, etc., onr a long period of time. 

THE END 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Due to great demnnd for back numbers of thi · magazine, man:· old 
issues are no longer arni lab lc. A list of those on hand appears 011 Page 
61 with the athcrtisements in this issue. 

Man:' b;1ck numbct·s on this list arc in ,.e l'y short supp l>·, onl.'· one or 
two copies still bein g in stock. Anyone planning to fill in his fil e should 
check this a nd order no\1·. 
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The Clubhouse 
The Mee'ting of October 4, 1972 

GREECE - Large Hermes H eads 

Exhibited by Ronald A. G. Lee, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 

For the past fift~ · ~·cars or more the question " Ho"· were the plates made " 
has been a bon e of contention between progressiYe experts of Greek stamps. 
Although Alfred Barre states he used certain methods it is now believed he 
withheld some of his secrets. 

I do not propose adding to the controvers:· this CYening. Tt is generally 
accepted that all values of the Paris prints and subsequently the Athens prints 
were mad e from a single matrix. Some\\·here in the transfer from die to plate 
slight differences occurred which account for the measurement Yariations we 
knmr and recognise today. vYh ether this he contraction of the gutta percha 
possibly used for transferring, surface tension 01· spreading of the soft metal is 
still a matter for conjecture. Th e plates were made up in units of 150 subjects 
( 10 x 15 ). Whole sheets exist and are always quickly bought up by specialists. 
M:v collection is fortunate to house ten such sheets. The first stamps were 
printed in Paris and issued on 1st October 1 61 and at that time 97 post offices 
existed, 86 in Greece, 7 in Turkey and 4 in Roumania. In 1864 when the 
Greeks took over the Ionian Is. a further 7 offices were added to the listings. 
Only 40 however had permanent employees, the others were operated through 
134 couriers who incidentally also acted as clerk to the mayor of the Yarious 
towns. The first issues were of excellent workman hip, easily recognised by the 
fine printing, especially seen in the cheek shading and the delicate spandrels. 

I am demonstrating the extremes-from the 1st Paris so beautifully printed 
through the middle period to the last very poor printing. It is difficult to 
appreciate that these three examples were printed from the same plate. 

The '' asec'' or hand method of printing was used for these Paris stamps 
that is, where the cylinder which passes over the printing plate is only covered 
with the paper and a decoupage. The "soft" method, used later in Ath ens has 
a "blanket" of felt coyer on the cylinder as well. A fe"· words on this word 
"decoupage" ... a French word really meaning "Fretwork " which is exactly 
what it looks like. A decoupage sheet is prepared b? sticking together several 
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printed sheets of images from which the white areas and lighter shaded parts 
ha n been removed. This, when attached to the cylinder to exactly coincide 
with the printing surface will produce the extra pressures needed to print more 
consisely the finer lines of the design. 

W e show two examples showing the effect of the non-alignment or even 
moYement of the decoupage. The fuzzing or shadowing around the outside of 
the profile. 

In lVIay 1862 the 1st Athens definiti ve printing was made by this "soft" 
method and the stamps are much better defined and more even in appearance. 
The production deteriorated very quickly because of poor workmanship and 
insufficient attention given to the plate surfaces. The so-called 2nd Athens were 
rnacl e between 1862 and 1867, that is before th e plates were properly cleaned for 
the first time. During this issue the " Zante E rror" on the 10 Lepta is r ecord ed 
with the inverted '' 10 '' cypher printed on the face. 

By 1868 the printing became so bad that German experts were summoned 
and given the job of overhauling and cleaning the machin es and pl ates . In 
the 1868-69 issue of the '' cleaned plates series,'' as we now ca ll it, th e colour 
appears dull and the control figures heavy and coarse. For the following six 
years several more printings were made but no improvement shows in th e general 
appearance, in fact owing to the poorer paprrs used many of them e\·en look 
worse. In 1876 the paper became cream in colour and th e inks used were 
intensified but these can be easily recognised. 

About this time the postal rates were changwl and two new values were 
issued a 30 Lepta brown and a 60 Lepta green . 

Both rnlues were first produced in Paris and are aga in of excell ent produ c­
tion . The plates were then sent to Athens, but history repeated itself as the 
subsequent. printing were poor. These two Yalu rs, like th e 1 and 2 Lepta 
stamps, did not have control figures on their reverse. 

A new series was produced in 1875 but once aga in th ey 1rere poor]~· 
printed, the colours darker and coarser and the paper again Yen· poor, as were 
the controls on the reverse. It was during this issue that the '' Sparta Error '' 
occurred on the 20 Lepta blue, \Yh ere the cypher aga in appears on the face of 
t.he stamp. I do not possess a copy of this error. 

The last and final printing of the large hea ds appeared in 1880 and were 
in use until 1886 when the Belgium prints of the · 'small head'' appea rs. 

The large H ermes heads were therefore in offi r inl circulntion for about 
23 years . 

During the preparation period a great number of proofs and trials were 
made, sometimes the same sheet being used more than once giving us double and 
treble impressions even some inverted or sideways. 

Just a few of these fairly common 'proofs' that I suppose are really 
'printers waste sheets', but nevertheless collectable because they are a part of 
the story ! 

These are all part of the story but space prevented me from including these 
this evening. 

I have briefl y mentioned ''decoupage'' and proofs and trials, now a few 
words on the cypher controls, as they are very important . You will have seen 
that the first 10 Lepta were printed with the French t~rpe large 10, this is simple 
to recognise. The first Athens 5 Lepta is also prett~r easy to spot as the ' ' 5'' 
is more squarish and has flat tops. However this was soon changed in subse­
quent issue to a more rotund symbol and from the 1862 A thens issue, great 
attention should and must be given to the colour and conformation of these 
controls. Controls do not appear on the 1 and 2 Lepta but on each other value. 
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A numbe l' of contl'ol Cl'l'Ol'S exist , some com mon but many \·c1·,\· l'al'c. To 111cn ­
tion just a fe" ·· ''< 0 ·' occul's on th e 20 Lepta bl uc a nd 40 CO l'l'ec ted to 20 also on 
this stamp. Reversed digits on the 10 L epta and crnn ' · OO " in tcad of " 10 ". 

Manv other Ya1·iations can be found and thC'\· cc1·tai nh· arc an add ed 
interest to the specialist. Double prints also turn up occnsiona ll y hut th ese a l'c 
\·cry rnre. Plate flaws abound in most issues and I am sho\\'ing one page as an 
examp le as to how I deal with these. 

A fc\\' of these errors - the missing " 1' ' and then the missin g " O" , 
rc\·c1·sed and then double all on the 10 L epta Yalu c. The doubl e 40 and in th e 
centre the grently sought after correction , 20 on J O. Th e trebl e 40 is rn t her 
o·ood and the i1werted 80 is very rare. The last item is one of the mnjo1· 
Control Yarictics existing on most rnlues; the ' ke:· hol e ' n1l' ict:-. 

Tn most cases majol' flam; c-<in be fo llO\\·c11 thl'ough eonsceutiYe pI'int in gs 
often OYer many years. No attempt was made to con ect these enors. 

l must nt this stage s11y a fe\\' " ·ords on color and shades. As " ·ith most 
countries this is still a headache, and many harsh wol'<1s a 1·c stil I excha nged on 
this most controYersial subject. The famous phrase ... 

"Color is in the e:·cs of the behold er " 
is l'JS true toda~- as wh en it was first quoted. EYer.\·onc of us here tonight sec 
shades differentlv at v11rious t imes of our li fe. EYcn our int11kc of certa in 
chem icals c11 n and do affect our optical appreciations. C'cl't11inl:- filam ent lamps 
and sunli ght complicate ou 1· prrsonal appreciat ion of coloul'. Ro onr must hol d 
a reasonable balance and coll rctors of C:reck stamps in particular must some­
how "color b11nd' ' or group the lrnndl'e<ls of minor nuiations tlrnt exist. Th e 
skill of the " ·orkman , the actual pigment and solYent usc<l , the prcssm·es cxertc<l 
b:v th e press, th e texture of the paper as well as the actunl pI'occss techniques 
all p la: · their part in this balance and understanding of colour. 

1 " ·ouk1 like to pay tribute to some of the famous pioneers ol' th e past great 
coll ec tors of Greek stamps, like Strange and Pcm berton \rho sta rtcd the class ifi ­
cation, Dorning B eckton , Alferis and Argyropoulos and othe rs. From thci1· 
11Titings aml notes I ha \·c personally learned a great <l ea ! and l am fortunate 
enough to possess many :fine pieces from their coll ections. 

Also to George Photiadis whose major collection is nO\\' mal'l'ied to mine all(] 
lastl:· to the great work of Dr. Theodore Groom who plated the issues b:· his 
stud:· and research on the e.\·pher controls . 

A few interesting sidelines to Greek collectin g. 
The top cop:· of this ne,rspapcl' issued in 1870 contains a I'eport from thP 

International Olympic Committee on the arrangements and details of the fo rth­
coming 2nd Olympic Games. 

At least we try to be 'topical ' ! 
Whilst showing ne\\'spapcr s - th is is a scarce one of 187-1: \\'ith the 01·igi11 al 

U.S .A. address label complete. I am told that Yer.v fe \\' \\'ere actually sent out 
of Europe. 

I thought ?OU may ca l'c to SPe the fore-runner of the Gl'eck l\Icrcm·ies. 
This label of 40 Lepta was produced in 1831 - 30 ~'ea rs before the firs t adhcsiYes 
as a means of producing Dollars - sorry I mean Drachmas to finan ce refugees 
from Crete. 

Tncidentallr this, therefore, is the wor ld 's first Chm·ity Rtamp. 
On e of th e great rarietie. of these issues, the 20 T1cpta \\·ithont Control 

c:·ph cr and with quadrill e backgroun d to the head - used on original lctter­
sheet. It is reputed to be the finest copy extant. 
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Sex usually rears its ugly head sometime, so I have included the next four 
slides really for my own enjoyment. I think they are the tops. 

a ) 1 Lepta pair - chocolate (Paris on lettersheet. I know someone -
somehow and somewhere has highjacked one of the 1 Lepta but what 
the hell - ! 

Two covers from Sardina to Patras showing the usual postage dues. The 
top lcttersheet, with one of the very early prestamped obliterations. To me -
yery pretty. 

A very pretty lettersheet from Russia to Syra. 
This one from Rournania to Svl'ia ,,·ith a fin e cop,Y of the last bicolorccl 

series. 5th Head and 3rd Frame. · 
I think all of these last four slides have real 'sex appe:i l ' . I hope you 

:igrce with me. 
Now my last slide has rather a special story. 
I really included this for the special interest of Dr. l\iishrick -
Jt is an 1874 cover sent from Egypt to Athens t1·ansmittcd through the 

Egyptian Bureau in Alexandria to the Greek Consulate. From the official seal 
it \\'i ll be seen it comes from the anci ent lVIonastr~r of St. Catherine on Mount 
Sinai. This Monastery was huilt in the year 527 b~r the B,vr.antine Emperor 
Justinian on the site \\·rre ancirnt tl·adition trlls that Moses deliYered the Ten 
Commandments to the Israelites. This coYer is indeed a piece linking us \rith 
history. 

Note this Seal depicting the l\lfonaster~· togcthel' \\'ith the ' burning bush' 
ancl tl1e Holy Spirit descending from Heaven. 

On this heawnly note m~· display is ended and I return to more mundane 
things. In this short time and only 150 pages from my col lection, which now 
extends to 25 yolumes, I hope I haYc been able to sho\\· something of interest 
to you all. 

'l'hank ~·ou for being so patient and attentive. 

Jgi 11111111111 111 ~1 Jgi 11111111111111 giJ 

The Meeting of October 18, 1972 

BERMUDA 

Exhibited by Sir Henry J. Tucker, F.R.P.S.L. 

'l'he first two frames show pre-stamp strikes which include exampl es of the 
double arc date stamp, the Ireland Island PM4 Feb ±, 18±2, the P4 and Ship 
Letter strikes, and the P2 strikes of Hamilton, Ireland Island and St. Georges, 
of which the mark from St. Georges is much the r arest. The Postmaster stamps 
section shows the original warrant of reappointment of P erot, and features the 
Ham ilton Postmaster stamp in black on white paper on coyer to St. (i eorges, and 
in red on both the blue and white papers. The second Hamilton Postmaster 
stamp is shown on cover as well as a single cancelled with Cl'a:von. In rounding 
out this section , a particularly notable feature is the St. Grorges Postmaster 
st:imp (Thies) shown on cover dated July 4, 1861. 

The first issue of stamps, t~·pographed b:v De La Rue in 1865 are repre­
sented b)· plate and die proofs as well as the stamps in large blocks. CoYers 
show the strikes and P 5 date stamps of Hamilton, St. Georges, ~langrm·e Ba~· , 
and Ireland Island. Notable are covers to New Zealand (1866) and the rare 
earl)· use to London Nov. 24, 1865. In the compound perforation section are 
3d nlue blocks and the l j. imperforate between and at the right. Also of 
interest are coYers emanating from Bermuda franked with stamps from Great 
Britain. 
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A full showing of the 1874 surcharges includes singles and a block of the 
3d on ld, all types of the 3d on 1/ -, including used pairs with a Roman Capitals 
pair on a large piece to Turks Island and a single to New York. 

The 1875 surcharges are also fully represented with features including the 
ld on 2d without stop, a mint block of 16, and, used on a local cover; the ld on 
3d pair and mint block, as well as used on conr to England and locally to St. 
Georges, the ld on 1/- surcharge inverted and a number of blocks, and a cover 
franked with ld on 3d (4), ld on 2d, and ld on 1/ - used with ld rose red to 
London. 

Among the essays and proofs of the earlier issues are the · 4d artist's make­
ups of the 1880 issue and the color trials of the 1883-1896 issue perforated 12 
which include the official Post Office record and a complete set. A feature of 
the surcharged postal cards of 1893 is the hand painted essay with Edwardian 
head and a 1;4d on 1/ - essay in yellow. The Ter centenary issues include master 
die proofs, all values in imperforate pairs and all values with Specimen over­
print ,and artist's makeups of the second issue. 

Among the modern stamps are a block of 20 of th e " lemon yellow " 
shade of the 12/ 6 value of the King George VI issue, the Olympic Games 3d 
with " Bermuda" and nilur omitted, and the Decim al Currency Yariety 2c on 
2d of which the first four stnmps havr. the overprint omittetl. 
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Wonderful Gifts 
PHILATELIC BOOKS 

For over 40 years, The Col!ectors Club has published numerous 
Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
sold out long ago , now only being obtainable at an auction sale at 
prices far above their orig inal selling price. 

See Inside Back Cover for the complete listing of books that are 
currently available. 
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January 3rd 

January 10th 

January 17th 

February 7th 

February 21st 

March 7th 

March 21st 

April 4th 

April 18th 

May 2nd 

May 9th 

May 16th 

June 6th 

September 19th 

October 3rd 

October 17th 

November 7th 

November 21st 

December 5th 

December 19th 

1973 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Exhibit opens at 7 :30 p. m . 

M eeti11gs convene at 8 :00 p. m. 

- TAN NU TOUV A (and other Esoterica) - Harri son 
D. S. Haverbeck, Bernardsvill e, N. J. 

- ANNUAL MEETING. 

- JAPAN- Lt. Cmdr. M. E. Ru ggeiro, Brooklyn, N . Y. 

- IRISH PHILATELY- Jo seph E. Foley, Livingston, 
N.J. 

- RARITIES- Th e Weill Brothers, New Orleans, La. 

- FRENCH COLONIAL PROOFS & ESSAYS- Robert 
G. Ston e, Biglerville, Pa. 

- THE GERMAN SUBMAR INE STORY- Bernard S. 
Henni g, Chicago, Ill. 

- POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY N IGHT- Dr. W. 
Reiner-Deutsch, New York. 

- CLASS IC NEWFOUNDLAND-Col. Robert H. Pratt, 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 

- ESSAY PROOF NIGHT- W. Kenneth Minu se, New 
York. 

- ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER. 

- THE MERRY WIDOW SPECIAL DELIVERY 
STAMP OF THE UNITED ST ATES ( E7)- Robert 
L. Markovi ts, Middletown, N. Y. 

- SALVADOR- Dr. Norman S. Hubbard, Oyster Bay, 
N.Y. 

Summer Recess 

- JEWELS FROM THE SOUTH PACIFIC- John Gart· 
ner, Melbourne, Australia. 

- HIGH WAYS AND BYWAYS OF FRENCH PHILA­
TELY- John Levett, Woking, Surrey, England. 

- PHILATELIC JUDGING. 

- PHILATELY AND THE AMERICAN R EVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL- John C. Chapin, Wa shin gton, D. C. 

- G.R.l.'s OF THE WORLD- Wo lfga ng Heinri eh, Sau­
gerties, N. Y. 

- PHILATELIC PHOTOGRAPHY- Ernest A. Kehr, 
Richmond Hill , N. Y. 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE- Robert 
P . Odenwell er, Theo. Van Dam, Co-Chairmen. 
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Booli Reviews 
Stanley Gibbons 'Stamps of the World' 1973 (Simplified ) . Published by 
Stanle~r Gibbons Ltd. 391 Strand, London WC2R OLX. 2080 Pages, illustrated. 
Retail Price £3.80 ( $9 .25). 

This is a notable edition, not only for its enhanced appearance and content. 
It lists a record 162,400 stamps of the whole world, issued since 1840, with more 
than 32,000 illustrations, and with realistic, up-to-date prices for virtually every 
stamp, unused and used. All these features may be summed up in one word -
' unique'. 

'I'he new binding for Stamps of the World evokes nostalgia - it has re­
Yerted to the old familiar overall orange-coloured co,·er, whil e retaining the 
eloquent 'split-orange' world map on front and back. It is also acquiring 
another Yital statistic - it 'puts on weight' each year and the Yolume is now a 
good 21/2 inch es thick! Neither is the content to be treated lightly - it is the 
standard guide for the modern stamp collector, beginner, 'general' or thematic. 

Published for 36 years as the well-loved Simplified Catalogue, the new 
Stamps of the 'World maintains the original style of listing all tlw basic informa­
tion, whil e omitting changes of paper, perforation, shade and watermark, and 
excluding such issues as locals and postal fiscals. Its pricing has been revised 
throughout with thousands of alterations made, and it is the on l~r current Gib­
bons Catalogue for those foreign countries which haYe not appeared in the 
European and sectionnl catalogues. It's an innstment in stamp knowledge! 

(H. D. S. Hav erbeck) 

1 ~ 11111111111111 ~ 1 1 ~ 11111111111111 ~ 1 1~ 11111111111111 ~ 1 

Billig's Philatelic Handbook, Vol. 33. Fourth ReYised Edition of the Herst­
Sampson 19th Century United States F ancy Cancellations. 288 Pages, illus ., 
Cloth Bound. Published b~· HJMR Co. (Price: $7.:)0). 

There is such a dearth of authoritative works on 19th Centurv U. S. can­
cellations that one is apt to receive news of a new publication on the ·matter with 
too great expectancy. This probably places the publisher at an unfair disad­
rnntagc and accounts for the fact that I was somewhat disappointed in this 
book. 

Billig 's 33rd Handbook is a fourth edition of the well-known Zareski, 
Herst-Zareski, Herst-Sampson work. Although described as "extensi ,·ely re­
vised", apart from an updating of the value classifications, it differs from the 
third edition only in that it adds some 30-plus origin clarifications. No new 
cancellations are shown (in fact, none have been added since the first U.S. 
edition of Monsieur Zareski 's 1947 work) and the cataloging still co,·ers the 
1885-1890 issues skimpily and the issues of 1890 on (rich in cancellations) , not 
at all. li'inally, the size of each volume has been smaller than the pre,·ious one 
so that the illustrations in this last edition are almost one fourth smaller than 
the original ones, to the obvious detriment of their clm·it~-. 

For anyone who has editions two or three, the rnlue of this handbook ma~­
be marginal. On the other hand to those who do not own one of the earlier 
editions, and until someone fills these gaps in our philatelic literature , this new 
book remains one of the best referential works arnilahle on thr subject. 

(George W. Karl) 
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Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth Catalogue 1973. Published by Stanley 
Gibbons Limited, 391 Strand, London, W .C.2. 774 pages, all stamps illustrated. 
Retail $8.95. 

The usual thorough job. Rhodesia is listed from May 1966 without prices 
(for reference purposes). The Bangladesh definitive and Liberation sets are 
listed but only a note concerning the overprints. British Forces in Egypt have 
been returned to the catalog. Much work has been done on the Indian States. 
In Great Britain the Victorian and George V issues ar e on a upward trend, 
some as high as 25%. Many of the phosphors of Queen Elizabeth II have been 
lowered in price. They never were really high but generally overpriced. A 
literate catalog. (Abbot Lutz) 

1 ~11111111111111 ~11 ~11111111111111 1§!1 1~11111111111111 !§!1 

Stanley Gibbons Europe 1 Stamp Catalogue: A-F'. Published 1972 by Stanley 
Gibbons Limited, 391 Strand, London, W .C.2. 468 pages, fully illustrated. 
Soft cover. $7.95. 

Stanley Gibbons E urope 2 Stamp Catalogue: G-P. Published 1972 by Stanley 
Gibbons Limited, address as above. 576 pages, fully illustrated. Soft cover. 
$7.95. 

Europe 1 starts with the Aegean Islands both Italian and Greek occupation 
is ues through French Colonies, General Issues. Europe 2 from Georgia to 
Portugal. Printed on good quality paper in an uncluttered presentation. We 
find the overlarge illustrations for special issues excellent, such as Austrian 
Kreuzer types as well as the Franz Joseph and Mercury issues. This treatment 
follows through wherever necessary. Thematic collectors will enjoy the Design 
Index listing for prolific stamp issuing countries. Campione is listed for the 
first time. Greekland Pakke-Porto stamps are now listed. One must remember 
that these ar e ' Europe only' catalogs and do not list any colonies outside of 
Europe. The listings of stamp issues are in chronological order, without separa­
tion of regular, semi-postal, air mail, etc. may seem disconcerting to the American 
collector, but it does have its advantages. These are the best English language 
catalogs for the European collector at this writing. The currency conversion 
tables in the the middle of the catalogs are helpful but quickly going out of date. 

(Abbot Lutz) 
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The Finnish Shipping Companies and their Stamps. By G. W. Connell. 21.5 x 
14cm. 52 pages. Boards, £1.20 ($2.90 plus postage ) . Published by The 
Cinderella Stamp Club. 

This book, second in the series of Cinderella Stamp Club Handbooks, fills 
a gap in the literature available to philatelists interested in these little-known 
issues of Finland, and in local postage stamps generally. The work comprises 
a complete revision of articles previously published in The Cinderella Philatelist, 
brought up to date in the light of the most recent knowledge. 

The book is well produced, fully illustrated and is sure to attract attention. 
The retail price has been kept as low as possible for a work of such high quality. 
The edition is limited to 300 copies. 

While they last copies may be obtained from E. W . Stannard, Hon. Trea­
surer of The Cinderella Stamp Club, 26 Somerset Road, Harrow HAI 4NG, 
Great Britain. (H. D. S. Haverbeck) 
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• SPECIALISED 
ST AMP SALES • 

to be held m Basie 

FEB. 27 - FRANCE & COLONIES 
The collection form ed b y the late Fred W . 
Ackerman. 

FEB. 27 EUROPE 
Including valuable Austria and Spain, Ital· 
iana with rare Papal States, Romagna and 
Sardinia. 

FEB. 28 LATIN AMERICA 
The "Ha11s-Georg B ock" collecti on w ith val­

uable classics of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 

Costa Rica, Guatemala, P e ru, Uruguay and 
Venezuela. 

FEB. 28 EGYPT 
The "George Gougas" collection featuring 
fine class ics on covers and many rariti es 
u sed in the Consular Offi ces. 

MAR. 1 - 2 
UNITED STATES 

The "Hans-Georg Bock" collection of stamps 

and cover s, Weste rn Expresses, Cancella­
tions and the second portion of the "Do11ald 
Patton" collection of Locals. 

Illustrated catalogues £1 .25 each including 
airmail postage. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, 

LONDON, SWl y SJZ 
ENGLAND 

Cables : "Stamps, Lo11don, SW1" 

Telex 915 410 

Please say that yo u saw this in the "Collec­
tors Club Philatelist" . 
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POST AL HISTORY 
of the UNITED STATES 

1. 1847. 5c. red brown. Fine u sed sin­
g le twice cancelled with blue grids 
on cover to the Mayor of Burling­
ton from Philadelphia. Scott 1. 

$ 145.00 
2. 1847. lOc. black. Right m argina l 

example cancelled with r ed g rids 
on 1850 Jetter to Cleveland, Ohio 
from New York. Attractive item! 
Scott 2 ----------- .. $265.00 

3. 1851. le. dark blue. T ype II. Fine 
h orizontal strip of three cancelled 
with c.d.s . of New York on cover 
to Chicago Falls, Mass. sh owing 
positions 28-30Rs. Scott 7a. $305.00 

4. 1851. le. b lue. Type IV. Very fine 
single on envelope to New York 
lightly cancelled by the RED N. Y. 
CARRIER postmark. A really 
striking item-a showpiece! 
Scott 9 ----------------··· ____ . .. $355.00 

5. 1855. lOc. deep green. Type II. Fine 
single on envelope to California 
(Staples Ranch) cancelled with 
double ci r cle "No. Arlington, Mass 
Aug. l". Scott 14 . ·----·· .... $ 135.00 

6. 1858 envelope to France bearing 
singles of the Sc. red brown and 
the lOc. green cancelled by a sin­
g le c. d .s. of Meadville, P a. in 
black. "New York Paid" and 
French maritime marks etc. Scott 
28, 32 -----------·· ..... ----·· $1 35.00 

7. 1860. Extremely pretty envelope 
from Washington to L eeds, Eng­
la nd bearing a single 12c. black 
and 2 horizontal pairs of the 3c. 
red. The 3c_ is tied by a strike of 
the "Paid Liverpool Br. Packet" 
in red. Scott 26(4), 36 ____ $158.00 

8. 1861 cover from New York to 
Sh anghai bearing Sc, lOc and 30c. 
cancelled with red g rids to com­
plete the 4Sc. Briti sh P acket rate. 
The cover is addr essed to Shang­
h ai, China and despite minima l 
faults is a ver y RARE item . "Via 
Marseilles" In m /s. Scott 29, 3S, 
38 -------·· ······-----------------·· ......... $490.00 

9. 1860. 30c. orange. Fine horizontal 
pair used on cover with extrem ely 
attractive h andwriting to Lyon, 
France carried per "Steamship 
Otago''. Can celled with black grids 
w ith "New York Paid" alongside 
¥.>. Scarce Item from the " P ayen 
& Co" correspondence. Scott 38. 

$630.00 
10. 1865 envelope to Shangh ai bearing 

5c. brown and 2 examples of the 
24c. lilac cancelled in black. Rated 
"32" and backstamped Shanghai. 
Scott 76, 78 . .... ............ $1 36.00 

A more complete li sting of the hun­
dreds of fine covers that we h ave in 
stock w ill be supplied on request, to­
geth er with a free copy of our "Fine 

Stamps" brochure. 

W. E. LEA 
(Philatelists) Ltd. 

I The Adelphi 
John Adam Street 

Strand, London W. C. 2 
England 

Cables: Leastamps 
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SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK, 
FINLAND, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, 

CANADA & 
CLASSIC SOUTH AMERICA 

At the moment we ho ld extensive stocks of these countries - mostly 
early issues, except Switzerland where we deal in all periods, a nd we 
would welcome your enquiries . 

For the convenience of our numerou s customers in the U. S. A. these 
can be addressed to our representative in your country:-

Mr. John F. D. Barash, 
P. 0. Box 383 
Burl ington, Ma ss . 01803, 
U.S. A. 

who would also be pleased to send you our latest price li st of Switzerla nd . 

LEO BAR ESCH 
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Ma nsfield House, 376-9 Strand , London WC2R OLA, England :·: 

(All invoiced in Dollars, paya ble to our accou nt in New York.) 1111 
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I 
FOR THE SPECIALIST 

C overs, stationery, rare cance llations, proofs, specimens, va rieti es, etc . - our 

stock cove r the world and se lections will gladly be sent o n app rova l. Refe rences, 

please, from clients unknown to us. 

Whe n in London, you are invited to visit o ur showroom and offices, and clients 

are asked to make themselves known to our represe ntatives who regularly atte nd 
the A .S.D.A. and lnterpex ex hibitio ns in New Yo rk . 

For the convenience of Un ited States collectors we have accounts in their 
co untry an d payments may, therefore, be made by personal cheque in d ollars. 

ERIC ETKIN LIMITED 
International Philatelic Dealers 

45 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WIY 9H B, ENGLAND 

Telephone : 01 -499 1781/2 

I
I 

I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 

f ! 
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:i ce:e:e:ttJODCH-

PALESTINE - HOLY LAND - LEVANT 
and the Middle East area generally 

A fine selection of material for the Specialist Collector, including 
pre-adhesive letters, covers, scarce cancellations, Specimen stamps and 
Stationery. 

Enquiries are invited from serious Collectors, and if not already 
known to us, references would be appreciated. 

------------------------------· 

Directors : C. ANGUS PARKER and W. R. HART 

265 STRAND, LONDON, WC2R IAJ, ENGLAND 
CLOSE TO ST. CLEMENT DANES CHURCH - NEAREST UNDERGROUND: TEMPLE 
1973 - Our SSth Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention : 
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always assured 
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As Duveen waa to 

distinguished art collectors 

and Dr. Rosenbach was to 

Famous bibliophiles so 

Ezra Cole 

rs to the discriminating 

philatelist 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone: 914-EL 8-0964 
LARGE 
GENERAL 

and 
SPECIALIZED 

AUCTIONS 

Including 
Postal History 
Held Monthly 

Moderate Commissions 

Sample Subscription . . . . . . . . $LOO 
Yearly Subscription . . . . . . . . $5 .00 

all subscriptions include 
Prices Realized 

Earl P. L. Apf elbaum, Inc. 
1420 Walnut St., Phlla., Pa. 19102 

215 - 985-1550 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
TH ESE BACK ISSUES are available at tbe following prices: 

From 1926 to 1940 $3.00 per copy From 1941 $2.00 per copy 

From 1926 to ·1940 
*Vol . 4 (1925) 
*Vol. 5 (1926) 
*Vol. 7 (1928) 
*Vol. 8 (1929) 
*Vol . 9 (1930) 
*Vol. 10 (1931) 
*Vol . 11 (1932) 
*Vol . 13 (1934) 
*Vol. 14 (1935) 
*Vol. 15 '( 1936) 
*Vol . 16 (1937) 
*Vol. 17 (1938) 
*Vol . 18 •(1939) 
*Vol. 19 (1940) 

•only a few copies 

---

$3.00 per copy 
Apr. 
Oct. 
July 
July, Oct. 
Oct. 
July, Oct. 
Oct. 
Jan., Apr. 

i~r·1.s~~~-
A11 issues 
All Issues 
All Issues 
Apr., Oct. 

From 1941 $2.00 per copy 
• Vol. 20 (1941) Jan., Apr., Oct. 

Vol. 21 (1942) All issues 
Vol. 22 (1943) Jan.1 Apr., Oct. 
Vol . 23 (1944) All issues 
Vol . 24 •(1945) All issues 
Vol. 25 -( 1946) All issues 
Vol. 26 (11947) All issues 
Vol. 27 (1948) All issues 
Vol . 28 (1949) Jan., Apr., July 
Starting In 1950, no longer a quar­
terly maga zine but 6 issues a year. 
Vol . 29 to 31 (1950-52) All 6 Issues 
Vol. 32 ·(1953) All issues 
Vols. 33 to 50 (1954 to 1971) All 

Issues. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
61 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 52, NO. l 

 

5 (<lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllClllllllllllll[] llll lllllllltlU = ~ = a 
SPRING ~ 

SALE 

FINE CANADA 

a 
I 
§ 

I 
I 

5
1 including a number of unique :_~-== 

20th Century imperforate 

g 
e = = c 
= § 

I 

a n unusual 20th Century die proof :..: plate blocks i=='"'=====-

NEWFOUNDLAND 

& PROVINCES 

BRITISH 

COMMONWEAL TH 
~ I u. s. A. & FOREIGN i
ii 111"';::.::ip:::,1~::~1 $I ~!_==-
c 1973 Catalogues 

~ and Prices Realized $5 ° 

IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
~ ~ I su1~~i~i ~;~~~0M~~T~~INE i 
§ § 
~ 37 KING STREET EAST ~ 

5 TORONTO MSC I E9, CANADA c 
I Cables: Sistamp, Toronto I 
§ c ! Phone 416-364-6003 I 
ll!lllllllllllfl[lllllllllllll[llfllllllllll[lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllll[•:• ~ 
62 
125 YEARS OF PIDLA TELIC 
KNOWLEDGE AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 
The SECOND EDITION OF THE 

PRICED GUIDE TO PHILATELIC 
LITERATURE brings you: 

50,000 listings of philatelic books, 
articles, catalogs , handbooks, auction 
catalogs, tear sheets, and periodicals 
on thousands of subjects covered by 
the world-wide philatelic literature of 
the past 125 years. Each listing is pric­
ed and available from HJMR Co. 

Over 500 pages, 5~" x 8~ " typese t 
by computer, fully indexed for fast 
and thorough reference. Paper Bound 
Edition $5.00, special Deluxe Hard 
Bound Limited Edition, $7.50, postpaid 
in U. S. Credit coupons enclosed with 
ea c h book; each of the 5 coupons is 
good for a $1.00 credit on a $3.00 pur­
chase of any of the Ii terature listed In 
the Guide. 
HJ MR CO., P . 0 . Box 308, Dept. CC 

North Mi a mi , Fl a. 33161 

·-------~----------------To: HJMR CO. 
P. 0. Box 308, D ept. CC 
No. Miami, Fla. 33161 

Please send me ________ ....... _____ copy(s) of 
the PRICED GUIDE TO PHILATE­
LIC LITERATURE at $5.00 ($7.50) per 
copy. I enclose $-···--------····---- in payment. 
Ship to: 

N a me ____ -----------------····----------· .. ·---···-
Address --------------------------------····---··· 
City ····-----------····------- ···---····---····--
State ····------------···---------····---- Zip --····-------··· 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ONE BOSTON PLACE - Room 1220 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 
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At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXIDBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

1 l\1ontgoinery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
COVERS 

POST AL ST A TIO NERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
new Gngland Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
513th AUCTION SALE 

Quality U. S. singles and blocks -
Commemoratives and Regular Issues 
- Airmails. 

Suitable quality material solicited for 
future sales for outright purchase or 
auction. 

Interest- free advances arranged. 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Mass. 02108 
CEYLON 

2/ -. Scott #13. 

A superb used copy of this scarce 
stamp has recently been found in a 
collection which had not been touch­
ed for 70 years. It is of good colour 
with light cancellation and has large 
margins all round. This Exhibition 
item has a 1972 R.P.S.L. certificate. 

Price - $370 • 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross 

Winchester 

England 
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If you are searching for a truly choice 

dassic cover, your prime source is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

BOX 337 
MOHEGAN LAKE, 

N. Y. 10547 

£ 
POSTAL 
COVERS 
MAIL BID SALES 

"Covers of the World" 
Small lots -

Moderate Prices -
Catalogue upon request 
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Do Not Sell Your Collection 
H long ae you enjoy collecting and 
a1 long Bl you have fun with your 
1tamp1. But when you get tired of a 
collection because it hae reached it• 
goal, when you want to 1tart in another 
philatelic field, do not he1itate to dis­
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
thie way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchaee1 in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He ie the right man to 
1ell for you the items he bae once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our beet to arrange a nti11-
factory sale of your material, either 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrrey Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
Poland Errors on Cover 

#357 

#358 

# 359 

#360 

#B40 

Pair, proof wh ite paper, 
Imperf. __ ...... _ .... ______ .... $ 5.00 
Same, Imperf. bl. of 4 on 

Pair, imperf. henna brown 
white pap. ____ ,, .. ___ .... _______ 5.00 
Same, Imp. marg. copy 
dark brown white pap. _ 3.00 
Same, strip of 3 .... - --- 7.50 
Pair, Imperf. on yellowish paper ________________ .. __________ ,, .. ___ 6.00 
Same, Imp. block of 4 on 
reg. cover .... _ ........ _______ 10.00 
Same, Imp. bl. of 4 deep 
ultramarine, reg. c. ____ 15.00 
Pair, Imp. on reg. cover __ 5.00 
Same, block of 4 on 
reglst. cov. .. .. ________ 9.00 
Same, imp, pair on white 
pap. reglst. _________________ .... 6.00 
Same, Imp. block of 4, 
reglst. .. .. _________ .... ____________ 10.00 
Imp. marg. strip of 3 
on reg. cov ._ ___ ,, .. __ ,,,,___ 15.00 

Other errors of Poland In mint con­
dition In stock. Fine assortment of 
Polish Prisoner of War stamps avail­
able. Money Immediately refunded If 
sold out. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. £ 
P.O. Box 37, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club - ASDA 



SELLING YOUR COLLECTION? 

Gibbons NORMAL terms are Special 

15 % on first £I 00 ($250) 

I 0% on the remainder in any one sale 

Lotting fees £2 ($5) per lot 

No buyers fees. 

Why not take advantage of these favourable terms? You will find that 
the profitable way to sell your collection is through Stanley Gibbons, 
the world-tamous stamp dealers renowned for obtaining the best prices 
for whole or part-collections. Worldwide advertising and catalogue dis­
tribution ensures the widest circulation ot details concerning every 
forthcoming auction. 

Share in the benefit that these competitive terms offer by sending 
details ot your collection - it will be considered in the strictest con­
fidence. 

Or, of course, you may prefer a direct sa le through our Private Treaty 
Dept. 

Send to us direct or through our New York office at StanGib House, 
595 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017. 

Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. 
Drury House Russell Street 
London WC2B SHD 



THE 
STAMP 

OF 
APPROVAL 

Be the collection either British North America (as Mr. Bartlett's wes) , United States, British Com· 
monwulth or General Foreign, the result will be the same at Hermers. Selling stamps ls one 
thing, BUT • • • selling stamps et considerably above the owner's expectation end giving him 
"one of the most plusent associations" he has ever experienced is un iquely Hermers. 

NEW YORK 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
Tll/J 1AtM11Gtioltal AucftOtHe!"• 

6 West 48th Street, New York, New York 10036 
(212) PL 7-4460 

LONDON SYDNEY 


