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Out in February - -

Scott’s 1949
Specialized United States
Stamp Catalogue

HIS 1s the 27th edition of the world’s leading

catalogue of U. S. stamps. It offers a highly
specialized listing of major and minor varieties, and
is packed with enlarged illustrations.

It lists and prices:

Air Post Stamps & Envelopes Philippines

Allied Military Occupation Porto Rico

Booklet Panes Postage

Canal Zone Poztage Currency
Carriers’ Stamps Postage Due

Christmas Seals Postal Cards

Coils Postal Savings
Confederate States Postmasters’ Provisionals
Cuba Post Office Seals

Danish West Indies Proofs

Die & Plate Proofs Registration

Encased Postage Stamps Revenues

Envelopes & Wrappers Revenue Stamped Paper
First Day Covers Sanitary Fair Stamps
Guam Special Delivery

Hawaii Special Handling
International Reply Coupons Specimens

Local Stamps & Handstamped Covers Telegraph Stamps
Newspaper & Periodicals Treasury Savings Stamps
Cffices in China Trial Color Proofs
Official Stamps & Envelopes Vending & Affixing Machine Perforations
Parcel Post Stamps & Dues War Savings Stamps

In Pairs, Blocks, on and off Cover and Minor Variations

Price $3.50

Order from your dealer.

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

1 WEST 47th STREET NEW YORK 19, N. Y.
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An Announcement on Editorial Policy

This is the first number of The Collectors Club Philatelist to be issued in its entirety
by the new Editoria! Board, and, as such, is the proper place to set out, we hope not too
brashy, the editorial principles by which the Board will attempt to be guided.

The Collectors Club Philatelist has had only three previous editors in its distinguished
history; Harry Lindquist, Walter McCoy and Franklin R. Bruns, Jr. They have suc-
cessively built up the magazine’s reputation in the field of original philatelic research, and
it is planned to continue and strengthen that reputation. We are not a “popular” paper,
in the usual sense of that word, and should not try to reach the philatelic novice with the
general articles available elsewhere, nor are we a “news” magazine—something no quar-
terly can possibly be. For the guidance of the Board, and for the information of our
readers (all of whom we hope are also our potential authors), we think our policies can
be described somewhat as follows:

1. The research we publish must be original, either in fact-finding or compilation, and mere re-writing
of older works does not qualify. Literary finish is desirable but its lack will not bar otherwise first-rate
material.

2. The contents of each issue will be diversified along lines aimed to interest the widest variety of
readers. We hope in each number to have an article dealing with the postal history or postal paper of
the United States, of a Latin American republic, of a section of the British commonwealth of nations, and
of either a European or Asiatic country.

3. We need contributions. If you have research to report and feel your literary ability to lack a little
something, send us a typed rough draft and let us turn it over to an editor familiar with the country
in question.

4. While we expect to publish nothing that has appeared elsewhere in English, translations from
important foreign language articles will be welcomed, provided the translator has permission from the
original author and publisher.

5. The Collectors Club holds the translation rights to the Kohl Handbooks and expects to continue to
publish sections in first-rate translations, in continuation of the fine translations of Greece, China, Brazil
and other countries in recent years. Since the war brought the work of Dr. Herbert Munk on the Handbooks
to a standstill, our obligation conceivably extends to carrying on the Kohl tradition of method and treat-
ment with other countries, and to bringing translations themselves up to date with any new material available.

6. We hope to make the magazine more personal with adequate biographical sketches of our authors.

7. We believe that, in general, material in the following categories is not for us, though there will
be exceptions:

a) Articles dealing in personalities instead of stamps.

b) Articles about “‘fly-speck’ research.

c) Articles of extremely narrow interest.

d) Lists that are more appropriate in catalogues or gazetteers. This doesn’t mean that brief
specialized catalogues like Starr & Mills “Airmails of China” won't be eagerly sought.

(e) Articles on the remoter outskirts of philately.

(f) Philatelic fiction, or similar entertainment, including poetry.

All these things express the hope of your Board, all of whom are seasoned philatelists
and, in all modesty, experienced in various phases of the hobby. It will take time to
achieve our objectives and many of them will undergo change as time goes by. We welcome
comment and correspondence, and we bespeak your help. The Collectors Club Philatelist
is your magazine. You can help us make it the finest research magazine in this country,

and we are counting on you to do so. Henry M. Goobkinp, Chairman
WintHROP S. Boces EvrLiort PErrY
Epwin MUELLER StepHEN G. RicH
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MATCH, MEDICINE
AND PLAYING CARD STAMPS
ISSUED BY
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
DURING THE YEARS 1864 TO 1883
AND 1898 TO 1900

“THE CIVIL AND SPANISH
AMERICAN WARS”

All the stamps are listed in Scott’s Specialized Catalogue
and are of various interesting shapes and sizes in many attrac-
tive designs as made to the individual order of the manufac-
turing concerns using them.

Our stock is second to none, and as the stamps were
used on bottles and boxes, perfect copies are really scarce and
our prices, based on condition, vary accordingly.

There is a constant and increasing demand, so if at all
interested, now is the time to buy. Want-lists by either the
old or new catalogue numbers, stating the desired condition
of the stamps, will have our careful attention.

For the Advanced Collector we have an assortment of
multiple pieces and will be pleased to furnish a list of the
higher priced and rare items that we have on hand.

We are always in the market to purchase not alone
Match and Medicine stamps, but anything fine in United
States postage, envelopes or revenues.

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST

Economist Stamp Co.. Ine.
87 Nassau Street, New York 7, N. Y.
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Supplementary Notes and
Comment On the Cen-
tenary Handbook of 1942

“100 YEARS AGO”

By Erriort PErRrRY

(All rights reserved by Elliott Perry.)

FTER the American Philatelic So-
A ciety handbook “100 Years Ago”

dealing with the first adhesive stamp
issued for prepayment of letter carriage in the
United States was published in 1942, addi-
tional material on the stamps of 1842 et seq.
was obtained which, had it been available in
time, would have been included in that hand-
book. Much of this material is of great
interest to collectors of early United States
stamps, and to students of United States
postal history of the 1840-1850 period, and
the author counts himself most fortunate in-
deed to be able to present so many philatelic
gems which may never before have been illus-
trated.

Facts which were presented in “100 Years
Ago” proved that the three cent stamps of
the United States City Despatch Post had a
dual personality, because part of the price of
each stamp prepaid the fee of an official let-

Memo

Material is still needed to further the study
and make the story more complete. For this
purpose Mr. Perry desires to borrow (with
privilege of photographing) U. S. City De-
spatch Post stamps and TWO CENTS City
Despatch Post stamps, used or unused, on or
off covers, whether in fine, fair or poor con-
dition, and will be glad to accord full credit.
Any collector or dealer having Scott Nos.
6L.B1 to 6LLB8 or 40L2 to 40L8 should write
or send to him at Box 333, Westfield, New
Jersey.

ter carrier service in New York city, and the
remainder (1 cent) was paid to the New
York Post Office, apparently in lieu of Unit-
ed States “drop letter” postage on which the
rate was 1 cent per letter until June 30, 1845.

In the article which follows facts are pre-
sented to show that the United States City
Despatch Post stamps possessed another pe-
culiarity or power which adds further support
to the claim that they have more than a vague
right to be considered the first United States
postage stamps. For several months in 1843
—if not at other periods—properly cancelled
stamps of the United States City Despatch
Post on letters “for the mails” were accepted
as proof of prepayment of United States post-
age at the New York post office.

ELLIOTT PERRY, of the famed “Peach
Orchard,” Westfield, N. J., has been a col-
lector since 1893, and a professional since
1915. To do justice to the man and his as-
sociations with philately would require a vol-
ume. In strictest brevity, it can be noted
that he has prepared outstanding material
for THE CorLrLEcTorRs CLUB PHILATELIST,
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News, American
Philatelist, Stamps and the S. P. 4. Journal,
plus, of course, his own widely known “Pat
Paragraphs.” Part of his diversified knowl-
edge emanated from the mounting and/or
lettering of outstanding specialized collections
where, in most cases, he had to do the research
work. He is a life member of the A. P. S.,
a member of The Collectors Club since 1918
and a member of the Association for Stamp
Exhibitions since 1913.
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100 YEARS Aco

Figure 1

City Despatch Post—Three Cents—Essay Die of 1842.

Impression in black from a die of an essay
design which at first glance may appear to be
identical with the stamp which was issued by
Greig’s “City Despatch Post” from February
to August 1842. On closer examination many

differences will be seen. The portrait is

placed lower in the oval frame, the middle
segment of the ornament at either side is a
rayed device, and the space and apostrophe
between ‘““I'S” makes “CENTS” read
“CENT’S.” The hair is complete. This is
the die proof which is mentioned on page 47
of “100 Years Ago.”

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



Y00 YBEARS Aco

Figure 2

City Despatch Post—Three Cents—Febru-
ary-August 1842.

1

Stamp from the first state of the plate.
The lines of the portrait are fuzzy and color-
less areas in the hair show at the left. The
middle segment of the ornament at either side
has been changed to a shaded oval and now
resembles an airplane propeller with the
blades bent a little.

Recent investigation by Julian Blanchard
of a suggestion by Andrew P. Rasmussen in-
dicates that the die was not engraved by Raw-
don, Wright & Hatch and that the stamps
probably were not printed by that firm.

According to an article in the Sixth Ameri-
can Philatelic Congress book (1940), John
A. Klemann bought three complete sheets of
42 stamps each in London in 1914 from a
British dealer who had obtained them from
the family of Henry L. Winsor (Henry
Thomas Windsor?). Two sheets were sold
intact and one was broken up. The sheet
now in the Katharine M. Hall collection (ex-
Ackerman), is illustrated on page 11 of “100
Years Ago.” Another sheet was sold in the
United States. The third sheet is believed to
be the source of most of the few unused
copies which are known. These include at
least one block of four, strip of four and pair.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I 5



100 YEARS Aco

Figure 3

City Despatch Post—Two Cents. Janu-
ary 1847.

Stamp from the second state of the plate.
The inked lines are sharp. Colorless areas
in the hair at the left show as on the first
state of the plate. The value was altered

by erasing “HREE” and re-engraving each
of the 42 subjects to read “TWO.” As the
erasure was not always complete parts of the
original letters which followed the “T” still
show on some positions, especially the early
prints before the plate became worn.

6 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



100 YEARS AcGo

Figure 4

United States City Despatch Post—Three Cents, 1842-1846.

Sharp impression, as is usual from this
plate. The portrait has the hair complete and
many lines appear to be identical with the
essay die of the City Despatch Post. Careful
examination however, shows differences evi-
dently are due to retouching of the portrait on
a die. At the left the notch at the edge of the
hair opposite the end of Washington’s nose
has been filled, and lines have been added to
the edge of the hair at the right. Four or
five shade lines have been added to the waist-
coat near the lower edge of the portrait oval.
The ornament which separates the upper and
lower inscriptions at either side has only one
segment and is practically identical with the
middle segment of the ornament on the City
Despatch Post essay.

The Greig-Seymour report* of Novem-
ber 19, 1842 to Postmaster Graham shows

that not quite 60,000 letters were carried by
the U. S. City Despatch Post up to and in-
cluding that date. At the same rate the total
would have been approximately 85,000 let-
ters to the end of December 1842, that is,
during the period when letters bearing
stamps on bluish wove paper, colored through
and unsurfaced, (Scott 6LLB3), were being
carried.

The proportion of unstamped letters on
which the 3 cent fee was collected in cash
can only be surmised. Until quite recent
years stamp hunters did not save such stamp-
less covers and the number of them which is
now in philatelic hands may be no greater—
if it is as great—than those of that period
which bear stamps.

* “roo Years Ago,” page 32.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I 7



100 YEARS AcGo

Figure 5

All authentic City Despatch Post THREE
CENTS stamps of 1842 and TwWo CENTS stamps
of 1847-50 (or later) were printed from one
and the same plate. No evidence whatever
appears that the plate was ever used to make
either THREE CENTS or TWO CENTS reprints.

Figure 6

The die of the accepted “CiTY DESPATCH
POST—THREE CENTS’ design of 1842 was
cracked while reprints were being made from
it in 1892. The illustration is from a photo-
graph which was taken about April 1940.
Part of another design, including a bearded
face, can be seen to the right just above the
crack.

Figure 5

This illustration is from one of the re-
prints which were taken from the original die
of Greig’s “City Despatch Post” stamp half
a century later, viz., in 1892. The hair is
complete as it appears on the essay die (Fig-
ure 1). Either some fine lines were not taken
up properly on the transfer roll or, as seems
more likely, were damaged on the roll, thus
causing the colorless areas which are noted in
the hair on all impressions from the “City
Despatch Post” plate.

All of the few reprints seen were printed
in black. The papers were crimson, orange,
or green surfaced—all glazed—and white
(unglazed). Altho the fact that these re-
prints are from the THREE CENTS die (Scott
4oL1) was published in “100 Years Ago” in
1942, the Scott catalog still persists in noting
them as “Reprints of 40L.2” which is a Two
CENTS stamp from which no authentic die
ever existed.

8 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



100 YEARS AcGo

Figure 7 Figure 8
“City Despatch Post”™—“Three Cents” “City Despatch Post”—“Three Cents”
essay 1842. stamp. February to August 1842.

Showing sequence of changes in the design,
and use of the two plates.

Figure 9 Figure 10
“United States City Despatch Post”— “City Despatch Post”—"“Two Cents” stamp.
“Three Cents” stamp. August 1842 to No- From about January 1, 1847.

vember 1846.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I 9



100 YEARS Aco

Figure 12
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100 YEARS Aco

Figure 11

February 3, 1842. First stamp and first
postmark or canceller.

City Despatch Post stamp used on a circu-
lar of the post which is identical with the cir-
cular illustrated on pages 6 and 7 of “100
Years Ago.” This type of postmark (with
“N. Y.” upside down), is known with sev-
eral dates from February 1 to February 25,
and again on the 12th and 13th of August, in
1842 only. Use of any other canceller than
this postmark at a date earlier than the F. A.
Hollowbush cover of March 4th (Figure 6-A
in “100 Years Ago”), has not been found.

On this circular the postmark was not re-
dated and struck again as it was on Figure
3 in “roo Years Ago,” nor was the date
changed by pen as on Figure 3B in that hand-
book. No date earlier than February 3rd, on
which the post was delivering its own an-
nouncement, or other matter, has been noted.

By comparing Figures 3 and 3B noted
above with Figure 11 here it will be seen that
both datings in Figure 3 show the delivery
hour “9 O’CLOCK?” and that the figure for
the hour—g9 (A.M.) 1 or 4 (P.M.) was
omitted when the covers shown as Figure 3B
in 1942 and Figure 11 in this supplement were
postmarked. Figure 11 is shown by courtesy
of Miss Katharine Matthies.

Figure 12
February 12, 1842 (Saturday)

St. Valentine’s Day was the following Mon-
day. The enclosure is a handwritten valen-
tine. The cover is postmarked and the stamp
is cancelled with one strike of Greig’s first
postmark—Type T with “N.Y.” upside down
—which was the practice until late in Feb-
ruary or early in March.

Figure 13
Friday, February 25, 1842

Latest date of use found of the Type I
postmark until August. Another example of
this dating is illustrated on page 5 of “100
Years Ago.”

Figure 11A

February 1842

Greig’s first postmark used as a canceller
on a local delivery cover to “Mary Rodman,
59 Hester St., N. Y.” The second figure of
the date is not legible, but as the first figure
is “1,” a date not earlier than the 1oth nor
later than the 19th of February is indicated.
The illustration is by courtesy of B. D.

Forster.

Figure 13

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I u



100 YEARS Aco

Figure 14

Friday, August 12, 1842.

The City Despatch Post was still in opera-
tion and in the last few days the Type I post-
mark was again employed as a canceller.
Similar use on August 13th is illustrated on
page 10 of “100 Years Ago.”

Figure 15

Greig’'s “CITY DESPATCH POST”
used as a United States carrier stamp. This
local delivery letter of October 14, 1842 was
postmarked by the U. S. City Despatch Post
and the stamp was struck with the framed
“U.S.” the next day. The complete authenti-
city of this philatelic gem is beyond question.
It was found by F. W. Geissenhainer about
1916 among old letters of his grandfather
(Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer), which were then

exactly as they had been when received
through the mail. (Sidney A. Hessel col-
lection)

Referring to a cover of August 16, 1842
to the same addressee and same address,
which is illustrated on page 21 of “100 Years
Ago,” it would seem reasonable to doubt that
a cover from the Geissenhainer correspond-
ence that was unearthed in 1916 or there-
abouts, could have belonged to F. W. Hunter
as stated below the illustration of that cover.

Figure 16

Greig’s “CITY DESPATCH POST”
stamp used as a United States “carrier” on a
local delivery letter postmarked by the U. S.
City Despatch Post and stamp cancelled with
the “U.S.” in an octagonal frame. The pen-
cilled notation on the front reads,

“W. C. Little—Nov. 22. at the Astor
House for several days & will call on you.”

This cover in the collection of H. Warren
K. Hale is believed to be authentic in every
way. The stamp is from the second position
in the bottom row—No. 38 on the sheet.

In an advertisement of August 13, 1842
which was reproduced on page 1133 in Pat
Paragraphs No. 37, and reprinted on page
21 of “100 Years Ago,” Alex. M. Greig,
Agent, stated :—

“All stamps issued by the City Despatch
Post will be received by the Government.”

So far as is known the City Despatch Post
stamps which were outstanding on August
16th, 1842 not only became valid from that
date to prepay the 3 cents carrier fee of the
United States City Despatch Post, but con-
tinued to remain valid until the latter post
ceased operation late in November 1846, if not
under the succeeding regime—that is, the
privately operated ‘“Post Office City De-
spatch” of Abraham B. Mead et al, 1846-

1847.

12 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



100 YEARS Aco

Figure 15 October 15, 1842, 9 o'clock delivery

Figure 16 Novemter 22, 1842, 1 o'clock delivery

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I
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100 YEARS Aco

Rosy Buff Paper (18427?) |

Figure 17A

Figure 17C

Sidney A. Hessel collection

Four copies on rosy buff paper, colored
through and unglazed are illustrated. Each
is from a different position on the “UNITED
STATES CITY DESPATCH POST—
THREE CENTS” plate. Whether impres-

sions on this paper were for use as samples,

Figure 17B

Figure 17D

Conrad S. Ham collection

or were prepared for use as regular stamps,
is a matter of conjecture. They are not
known used on cover and no cancelled copy
has been found. Illustrations 17A and 17B
are from photographs in the Pat Paragraphs
files.

14 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



100 YEARS AcGo

1842—Bluish gray wove paper colored
through, not glazed.

Fi 18 : : :
TRHEE Figure 20; Unused single with sheet mar-

Unused pair with top sheet margin gins from upper left corner.

Figure 21; Cover of October 25, 1842.
The stamp is from an upper left corner, but
not the same corner as shown in Figure 20.

Figure 19

Unused pair

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I I3



100 YEARS AcGo

Figure 22

Stamp used on the fourth day of operation
of the UNITED STATES CITY DE-

SPATCH POST.

Figure 22; Friday, August 19, 1842 (4th
day of use). This letter from the New York
Post Office appears to be the earliest known
use of the United States City Despatch Post

stamp and the framed “U.S.” cancellation.
The stamp is on bluish gray wove paper, not
glazed. The endorsement “Free J. L. G.
P. M.” beside it was by (or for) John
Lorimer Graham, Postmaster at New York.

16 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



100 YEARS Aco

Figure 22A

The note reads,

“Messrs. Goodhue & Co. will oblige the
Post Master and the writer of the enclosed
letter to Mons. De Badisco by forwarding it
at the earliest possible period to his excel-
lency.”

That use of the United States City De-
spatch Post stamps to prepay U. S. postage
through the mails was suspected as early as
1889 is shown by a brief paragraph in an
article by Dr. W. H. Mitchell in the Phila-
telic Journal of America for March of that
vear. This mention also indicates that covers
or stamps which had been so used were un-
known to that writer, if known at all.

“Diligent research to try to prove that a
letter, pre-paid with a sufficient number of
the stamps (i.e., United States City Despatch
Post adhesives, Ed.) for both city and general
postage, went through the U. S. M (ails)
without further charge, would be to ante-
date the issue of the N. Y. P. O. in 1845,
but we have failed to learn of any such speci-
mens now preserved.”

The N. Y. P. O. issue in 1845 which Dr.
Mitchell mentioned is the well known 5 cent
provisional of Postmaster Robert H. Morris,
(Scott 9X1).

February 12, 1844

“O@U. S. City Despatch Post—In conse-
quence of the near approach of Valentine's
Day, (14th inst.) extensive arrangements
have been made, and every precaution has
been taken, to insure a prompt distribution of
these annual tokens, and with a view to guard
against the possibility of disappointment by
delay, it is desirable that the names of those
to whom they are addressed, together with
the number of the residence, the name of the
street, and the whole address, be distinctly
written in full. It is suggested that the
most appropriate method be adopted in pre-
paying these mementoes. by attaching free
stamps, as it will facilitate their distribution.
They can be obtained at the upper and lower
Post Offices, and at all stations, at 3 cents
each, or $1.25 the box of 50 stamps.

Jou~N LoriMER GrAHAM, P. M.”
fer2 atr
(Journal of Commerce)

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I 17



100 YEARS AcGo

Figure 23

October 1842. Bluish gray wove paper. No postmark.

Use of the curved “PAID” handstamp to
cancel a stamp of the United States City
Despatch Post on a local delivery letter is
believed to be very rare. This may be a
unique example. Apparently the communica-
tion was deposited in the New York post
office instead of in a collection box of the post,
or at the office of the post. If the firm ad-
dressed held a post office box the stamp might
have been used in lieu of a 1 cent postage
stamp, that is, to prepay only the U. S. “drop
letter” postage, which was 1 cent until July
1, 1845. As will be seen by referring to page
7 of “100 Years Ago” Prime, Ward & King
headed the list of firms who recommended
Greig’s “City Despatch Post” in February
1842.

Figure 24

October 20, 1842. Bluish gray wove paper.

The letter was delivered locally and the
stamp is tied to the cover by the framed
“U.S.” cancellation struck several times,
which is not usual. Sidney A. Hessel col-
lection.

Figure 253

December 30, 1842. “4 O’CLOCK” de-
livery.

This locally delivered letter of December
29, 1842 shows the earliest use yet noted of a
stamp on the green paper which has the sui-
face glazed but is not colored through.
George T. Turner collection.

18 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. I



100 YEARS AcGco
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100 YEARS Aco

All the covers on which the prepayment of
postage from New York to destination was
evidenced by United States City Despatch
Post stamps have several features in common:

(a) Each stamp was struck with the
framed “U.S.” in red, which was the regu-
lar cancellation of the United States Despatch
Post. The strike was usually near the middle
of the stamp, which was also the common
practice when the stamps were cancelled on
local letters.

(b) The dater postmarks are always hand-
stamps of the New York Post Office. In no
instance does either the first (1842-1843), or
the second (1844-1846), variety of “U. S.
CITY DESPATCH POST” postmark ap-

pear.*

Figure 27

Stamp on dull—“apple green”—glazed sur-
face paper, with the framed “U. S.” cancel
lightly struck. This is by far the finest of
the few copies which have been found. The
color suggests that whoever named it had a
russet apple in mind.

A third copy was formerly in the Hind
collection and is on the cover of February
1843 which is illustrated on page 27 of “100
Years Ago.”

* Type 1 appears on the covers Figures 25 and 3o0.
Type 11 appears on the covers Figures 40 to 44.
Both types are illustrated on page 27 of ‘100 Years
Ago.”

Figures 26 and 27 are from photographs
in the Pat Paragraphs files.

Figure 26

Stamp on (bright) green paper, colored
through and not glazed. No other impres-
sion has been seen on this paper.

Figure 28

Another copy on the “apple green” glazed
surface paper, somewhat the worse for wear
but apparently it is uncancelled. Illustrated
by courtesy of George B. Sloane.
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Figure 29B
Figure 29A : . : ;
g 9 fainter impression below. On 29B the dis-
These two stamps show a so-called “double placement is greater and duplication of the
impression”—a normal impression with a design is fainter than on 29A.

Figure 32
This pair is tied to a small piece of cover June 30, 1845 the U. S. postage on a single
by the curved “PAID.” It is on the blue letter carried up to 30 miles was 6 cents.
glazed paper which occurs as early as July However, more than two despatch stamps
1843 and is commonly found in 1844. Until may have been on this “mail letter.”
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(c) Each letter was struck in red with the
curved “PAID”, which handstamp of the
New York post office was in regular and con-
stant use there for many years to show full
prepayment of U. S. postage.

It will be noted also that the same prac-
tice as (a) and (b) appears on an unpaid let-
ter to Carlisle, Pa., which cover is illustrated
on page 28 of “100 Years Ago,” and that a
manuscript rating for postage due was used
instead of the “PAID” handstamp because
the postage to Carlisle was to be collected
from the addressee.

The following solution is suggested as a
possibility which seems reasonable whether or
not it is correct. Altho in general it agrees
with the facts, it may not explain all the
covers equally well.

During the period of 1842-1846, in which
the United States City Despatch Post stamps
were current, comparatively few ‘“mail let-
ters” were sent from New York with the
U. S. postage to destination prepaid. The
number of “mail letters” which were deliv-
ered to the New York Post Office by that
Despatch Post was only a fraction of the
total outgoing mail. Hence it is highly prob-
able that only an occasional letter which was
handled by that Despatch Post had the U. S.
postage prepaid to destination. In these few
instances such prepaid letters may have in-
cluded any or all of three kinds;

(d) full prepayment by cash

(e) full prepavment by the despatch stamps

(f) part payment by cash and part by
stamps.

Figure 30

January 31, 1843. “4 O’CLOCK” de-
livery.

This letter from Paris, December 1842,
has a stamp on green glazed paper and the

first type of “U. S. CITY DESPATCH
POST” postmark. Only three letters from

foreign countries and which were handled by
the United States City Despatch Post have
been noted, viz., this cover, one from Canada
shown on another page, and a cover from
Santo Domingo which is illustrated on page
38 of “100 Years Ago.”
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The procedure was quite simple. When a
letter with sufficient, insufficient, or no des-
patch stamps affixed to it, and with enough
cash to equal or complete the carrier fee and
the U. 8. postage, was handed in at the office
of the post, or to a carrier of the post on his
route, as many United States City Despatch
Post stamps as were needed to make the total
of stamps on the letter equal to the U. S.
postage on that letter were then affixed by the
Post, and the “U.S.” canceller was struck on
all the stamps.

Any cash which was received with a letter
was retained by the despatch post pending a
quarterly or other periodic settlement with
the post office, and the post office account was
credited for an amount equal to the U. S. post-
age which each letter required.

When outgoing letters were deposited in
the New York Post Office by the United

States City Despatch Post those which bore
properly cancelled stamps of the post to the
amount of U. S. postage which was needed
were marked “PAID” and were forwarded
as prepaid letters. The despatch stamps on
them showed that the U. S. postage had been
prepaid and had been credited to the post
office on the latter’s account at the office of
the Despatch Post.

The purchaser of a postage stamp obtains
tangible evidence of the right to have a service
performed, and to choose the time of pur-
chase or a later time for the performance of
that service. If the suggested solution is cor-
rect, whoever handed cash to an employee of
the United States City Despatch Post in pre-
payment of U. S. postage was, in effect,
purchasing United States City Despatch Post
stamps, whether or not actual possession of
them remained with the post.

Figure 31

June 13, (1843?); 10c rate, 30/80 mile
zone.

Prepaid letter to Ridgefield, Connecticut,
about 70 miles from New York. This cover
was described on pages 229 and 230 in Luff’s
U. S. book. The three stamps on this cover
are singles. Other multiple use covers con-

tain at least one pair or strip. “Paid 10” was
written under the stamps, and the curved
“PAID” with manuscript “10” on the face
of the letter shows the full postage to have
been prepaid. The stamps do not represent
the full amount which was evidently paid in
cash.
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Figure 35 June 16, 1843 ; 12%4c rate, 80/150 mile zone.
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Figure 34

Strip of three and pair (originally a hori-
zontal strip of five ?), on a prepaid letter to
Philadelphia. The first two stamps of the
strip are from the same plate positions as the
second pair shown in Figure 33. Therefore
the strip is from the second horizontal row,
and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd vertical rows of that
pane or sheet. The reconciliation of rates
as suggested in connection with Figure 33
applies to this cover also.

Figure 33

Strip of four and single on a prepaid letter
from the same correspondence to Philadel-
phia as the covers which are illustrated as
Figure 34 and Figure 36. The same recon-
ciliation of rates applies. The strip of four
is from the upper left corner of the same

pane as are the two pairs on the cover which

is illustrated as Figure 33.

Figure 33

May 30, 1843; 12V5c rate, 80/150 mile zone.

Two horizontal pairs which originally were
a block of four from an upper left corner of
a pane or sheet, used with a single stamp on
a prepaid letter. This cover was noted on
page 229 of John N. Luff's U. S. book.

Under the stamps was written,

“Paid 3 cents for City Despatch
12Y5 for Philadelphia. Paid”

The rates noted under the stamps total
15% cents, whereas five stamps at 3 cents
each total only 15 cents. But as five stamps
at the $2.50 per 100 rate would total the post-

age rate to Philadelphia (1274 cents), the an-
notation may mean that the (U.S.) “City De-
spatch” fee of 3 cents was in addition to the
stamps and was paid in cash.

On the other hand, if the United States
City Despatch Post received 15 cents by sell-
ing the stamps at 3 cents each it could have
paid the 1274 cents postage and had 214
cents remaining for its own fee. Whether or
not the Post Office Department received at
the New York post office 1 cent of the U.S.
City Despatch Post fee for each “mail let-
ter,” as it did on city letters, is not apparent.
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Figure 36

Strip of five on a prepaid letter to Phila-
delphia from the same correspondence as the
covers illustrated as Figure 34 and Figure 35.
The same reconciliation of rates applies to

all.

This letter contains a pertinent paragraph;

“If the post office cheat again in respect of
this letter please inform me. I have been re-
imbursed in respect of the other.”

The obvious explanation is that the letter of
June 16th (Figure 35), had been treated as
unpaid when it arrived at Philadelphia; that
protest had been made on the writer’s behalf;
and as the stamps showed that the full post-
age had been prepaid, the writer was entitled
to and received proper reimbursement.

Whether a “mail letter” had any despatch
stamps on it, or none, when the United States
City Despatch Post received it, makes no dif-

July 5, 1843; 12V4c rate, 80/150 mile zone.

ference. When “mail letters” bore valid de-
spatch stamps which the post cancelled to
show that the post office was receiving a cor-
responding credit, the stamps became tangible
evidence of the sender’s right to a service.
That service was transportation to destina-
tion in the United States mail of the letters
to which they were affixed, because the United
States City Despatch Post—as agent of the
New York Post Office—had already received
the postage money which they represented.

If an Act of Congress had authorized the
Postmaster General to issue postage stamps to
prepay the rates which were in effect in 1843,
a purchaser of such stamps would, or could,
have obtained the same service for them at
New York that is shown by the prepaid
“mail letters” which bear the United States
City Despatch Post stamps used in multiple
on outgoing mail from that city.
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Figure 37

Vertical strip of three and single stamp on
a prepaid letter to Athens, New York, which
is on the Hudson River about 120 miles north

October 18, (1843?); 12%%c rate, 80/150 mile zone.

of New York City. The four stamps do not
represent the full amount which was evi-
dently paid in cash.

& :‘?«%ﬁﬁ‘ﬁw’f‘%‘
L g Y,

Figure 38

Strip of three on blue glazed paper in the
Sidney A. Hessel collection. The left end
stamp shows part of the curved “PAID”
which was struck in the New York post
office on prepaid letters for the outgoing

mails. This is the only multiple use of the
stamps which has come to the author’s notice
where the framed “U.S.” cancellation was not
used.
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All of the four covers to Philadelphia bear
dates from May 25th to July sth in 1843 and
the stamps are on green (greenish blue)
glazed paper. It seems probable that the
June 13th cover to Ridgefield (Figure 31),
and the October 18th cover to Athens (Figure

37), were also used in 1843. However, it is
by no means certain that such usage of the
United States City Despatch Post stamps for
ordinary postage was confined to a period of
about five months in 1843.

Figure 39

This cover to Long Island shows a scarce
combination of postmarks, viz., a U. S. City
Despatch Post postmark, (second type, 1844-
46), and also a New York post office dater of
the same date. The manuscript “6” is for

February 15, 1844 (or 18457?).

6 cents U. S. postage to Flushing, about fif-
teen miles. The framed “U.S.” cancellation
is struck near the center of the stamp, as was
wae usual practice. Sidney A. Hessel col-
jection.

Figure 40

This, the only block of which a record has
been found, is on blue paper with glazed sur-
face, but not colored through, and unused.
It is believed to come from the lower right
corner of a pane or sheet.

Positions 1, 2, 4 and 7 on this block show
the upper third of the frame line at right

weak or missing. On position 12 this section
of the frame was recut.

On position 9, under the last E of THREE
and just over the dividing line between posi-
tion 9 and the stamp below (position 12), a
short diagonal line (gash?) appears which
is a constant mark.
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Figure 41

Upper right quarter of U. S. City Despatch
Post stamp cancelled with “U.S.” in octagon
frame. Large numeral “1” and second type
of U. S. City Despatch Post postmark struck
on a cover to a local address.

This postmark was in use from early in
1844 to late in 1846. The drop letter post-
age rate was increased from 1 cent to 2 cents
beginning July 1, 1845. The quarter stamp
seems to have been intended to prepay 1 cent
drop letter postage. Whether it did or not
depends upon whether the “1” indicates post-
age due or something else. In any case the
only October in which the 1 cent drop letter
rate would occur in connection with this post-
mark would be in 1844.

Figure 42

As shown by the printed label, the endorse-
ment, and the New York “2 cts” postmark,

October 14, 1844.

this stampless cover which was dated at Mon-
treal on August 6th, was brought to New
York by express and deposited in the New
York post office for local delivery. On Aug-
ust 12th it was postmarked as a “drop let-
ter” and turned over to the U. S. City Des-
patch Post for delivery to the addressee and
collection of the drop letter postage—2 cents.

Altho the Act of 1845, which prohibited
private express mails on U. S. mail routes,
had been in effect beginning July 1st, this
letter evidently was considered to be in the
class of consignee’s mail and was accepted and
handled in the regular way, as if it had
originated in New York city.

Figure 43

”

The surcharged “2
“THREE” are in red.

and bar obliterating
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Figure 42 August 12, 1845.

Figure 43 St. Valentine’s Day, 1846.
This cover is described on page 230 of “By Act of Congress, approved March 3,
Luff’s U. S. book and is commented upon on 1845, the rate for drop letters was reduced
pages 43 and 44 of “100 Years Ago” with to two cents.”

correction of Luff’s erroneous statement that;
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For at least twenty years prior to 1845 the
rate for drop letters had been 1 cent. Instead
of being “reduced to two cents” it was in-
creased to two cents by the Act of 1845 to
which Luff referred, and so remained until
it was restored to 1 cent (from July 1, 1851),
by the Act of March 3, 1851.

The large New York postmark including
“2 cts” was used to indicate this 2c drop
letter rate of 1845-1851 and similarly for a
printed circular rate of 2c in 1845-1847.
Altho in the past various writers assumed it
to be a carrier postmark, no reliable evidence
to sustain this assumption has been found.

The facts are that the “2 cts” postmark
(always struck in red), was used at the New
York post office and not at the office of the
United States City Despatch Post, and that
no New York postmark was used on the
incoming mail which was given to letter car-
riers of the New York post office to deliver
to addressees.

Evidently the total charge on this St. Val-
entine’s Day “drop letter” of 1846 was four
cents. The United States City Despatch Post
received 2 cents when it sold the surcharged
stamp and collected 2 cents “drop letter post-
age”’ for the post office from the addressee.

Figure 44

June 1, 1846. Delivery hour omitted before
“O’CLOCK".

Letter dated May 29, 1846 prepaid by a
stamp on blue glazed paper with lower sheet
margin which is cancelled with the usual
framed “U.S.” The postmark is found in
1844-1846 and is the second type which was
used by the post. Stamps showing any part
of a sheet margin are extremely unusual and
for that reason alone this cover is most
remarkable.

A statement on page 230 of Luff’s U. S.

book indicates he believed that “numerous
three cent stamps of the United States City
Despatch Post (are) to be found on let-
ters dated in 1845 and 1846 * * * 7
Such covers seem to have mostly disappeared
since that statement was written, if indeed it
ever was true. Illustrations (Figures) 43,
44 and 45 are the only such covers of 1846
seen by the present writer and very few
others have been recorded. Those dated
later than June 30 in 1845 have been equally
difficult to find.
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When the drop letter rate was increased
from 1 cent to 2 cents commencing July 1,
1845, the United States City Despatch Post
had to charge 4 cents (retail) or 3% cents
(wholesale) on each drop letter which the
post handled, and 3 cents (retail) or 2%

cents (wholesale) on other letters. None
of the private posts charged more than 2
cents and they got more and more of the
business until November 104u at which date

the government’s “City Despatch” quit.

Figure 45

Stamp cancelled with drop letter postmark.
December 24, 1846.

When Greig’s City Despatch Post was
purchased by the Post Office Department and
continued in operation as an official service
with the name changed to “United States
City Despatch Post,” the City Despatch Post
stamps which were outstanding remained
valid and altho they had been sold as “lo-
cals” they were usable after August 15th,
1842 as U. S. carrier stamps in New York.*

Similarly, when the Postmaster General
discontinued the U. S. City Despatch Post
late in November 1846 and that government
service was succeeded by a private post, out-
standing U. S. City Despatch Post stamps

* Pat Paragraphs No. 37, page 1133 and page 21 in
“‘100 Years Ago.”

were redeemable at the New York post office,
or remained valid for use locally on letters
which were delivered by that private post, at
the option of the holder.t Examples of such
use seem to be very rare. In the author’s
experience the letter which was received on
Christmas Day and was answered on Decem-
ber 26th, 1846, is unique.

The United States City Despatch Post
stamp on this drop letter was cancelled by
the drop letter postmark of the New York
post office before being turned over to Mead’s
“Post Office City Despatch” for delivery to
the addressee. The postmark-shows 2 cents
was due for drop letter postage to be col-
lected from the addressee.

(To be continued.)

+ Pat Paragraphs No. 35, page 1030 and page 42 in
“100 Years Ago.”
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Another Look at the

HAWAIIAN NUMERALS

Typographic evidence

new chronological

for these

typeset

reveals
sequence

stamps

By J. F. WESTERBERG

E HAVE seen that the Hawaiian
Numerals can be divided into ten
border types by noting certain typo-

graphic features that did not change from one
setting to another.!

We turn now to the utilization of typo-
graphic evidence from another point of view.
Instead of looking for similarities we shall
look for significant differences between the
stamps of the same type. By utilizing this
evidence we shall try to find out how many
settings were required and in what order
they followed one another.

The Four Major Chronological Groups

Group 1—Nos. 10 and 11

Group 2-—Nos. 12, 14 and 16

Group 3—Nos. 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23 and 24
Group 4—Nos. 21, 22, 25 and 26

The stamps of border Type II reveal these
four groups very clearly. In the first group
the spacing above and below the words “IN-
TER ISLAND” is normal. In the second
group “INTER ISLAND” is close to the
top border rule. The space below the line
is correspondingly increased, showing that
the lead over “INTER ISLAND” was
taken out or fell out and was then rein-
serted below the line. In the third group
the space above “INTER ISLAND?” is again
normal but the space below is still excessive,
showing that a new lead was added above

1Tue Correctors Crus PuiraTerist, October,
1947, by the author.

the line without removing the misplaced lead
below. In the fourth group the border in-
scriptions were changed.

Type Il, Group 1

INTEK ISLAND

i
i
!
!

Type I, Group 2

The Settings in Group 1

First Setting

No. 11, 2 cents light blue
Second Setting

No. 10, 1 cent light blue
Third Setting

No. 11, 2 cents light blue

Two settings of No. 11 are required to
account for some of the wandering center
numerals. The so-called “flat back” num-
eral is found in border Type I and also in
Type I1I. The familiar “blotchy” numeral
is found in Types VIII and X.
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Type Il, Group 3

The 1 cent stamp is found in only one
setting, although there is evidence of two
press runs. This stamp satisfies the require-
ment that there be an intervening setting of
another denomination between the two set-
tings of the 2 cent stamp.

A

‘“‘Flat back”
Numeral

‘“Blotchy”
Numeral

The Settings in Group 2

Third Setting (cont’d.)

Early press runs (1860)
No. 12, 2 cents black, grayish white
No. 16, 2 cents black, grayish

Later press runs (1862)
No. 12, 2 cents black, grayish white
No. 14, 2 cents black, greenish blue
No. 16, 2 cents black, grayish

The type form must have been locked and
unlocked many times between the various
press runs for we find many changes that
could have been made only on the stone.
Yet, as far as we can see, no changes were
made in the location of the center numerals.
The “blotchy” numeral, for example, is still
found in Type X, the “flat back” numeral in
Type 1. So there is no evidence to show
that a new setting was required until we
come to No. 15, 1 cent black, in the next
group of stamps.

The Settings in Group 3

Fourth Setting
No. 15, 1 cent black

Further proof that No. 15 was printed
after Nos. 12, 14 and 16 is found in Type X.
Here the printer restored the lead under the
line “1 Cent” which is once more normally
spaced as it was in Nos. 10 and 11.

Fifth Setting
No. 18, 2 cents black, blue gray
No. 17, 2 cents dark blue
No. 20, 2 cents black

The missing lead under “2 Cents” in Type
X is probably the most prominent feature
that ties Nos. 17, 18 and 20 together. In
No. 18, type VII, the letter “I”" of “INTER”
is not raised. In No. 17 and 20 and also in
No. 19 of the next setting, this letter is
raised. That puts No. 18 ahead of Nos. 17
and 20 chronologically. No. 20 is linked to
No. 19 in the next setting, by evidence in
Type I1X. In these two stamps the word
“Postage” has dropped, so that the letter
“E” is no longer opposite the line “INTER
ISLAND.” That leaves No. 17 in the
middle.

Sixth Setting
No. 19, 2 cents black

No. 19 is tied to the fifth setting by the miss-
ing lead under “2 Cents” in Type X and by the
raised “I” of “INTER” in Type VII. We
have already noted the close relationship to
No. 20.

Seventh Setting

No. 24, 2 cents black, laid paper
Eighth Setting

No. 23, 1 cent black, laid paper

No. 24 is the logical choice to follow No.
19 since there must be an intervening stamp
of another denomination between the two 1
cent stamps No. 19 and 23. Confirmation
is found in Type X. In all stamps of this
type in Group 3, except No. 23, the center
numeral is offset 2 points to the left. In No.
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TvypPE !5 /8 19

20 19 24 23

Space gbove and . below ”/NTER /scand”

No space vnder “Conts"

No space aboue
or below "InTer’

T"of "INTER" vaised

‘GE" of Postace" dropiped

"Haw. Posts’
V'es«'f‘

Large nuweval brioken

"Uru LeTal
Spvread

SIS

Lavge Numeval offset 2 poinfs to the left

23 the numeral is back in the middle of the
stamp. Therefore, No. 23 must have been
the last stamp to be printed in Group 3.

The Settings in Group 4

Ninth Setting

No. 21, 5 cents blue, blue
Tenth Setting

No. 26, 2 cents dark blue
Eleventh Setting

No. 25, 1 cent dark blue
Twelfth Setting

No. 22, 5 cents blue, blue

The use of a new type face for the line
“s cents” in No. 22 is an indication that
this stamp was the last one to be printed.
Another clue is the bent rule in Type X.
This rule is undamaged in Nos. 21 and 26.
Since No. 26 is linked to No. 25 by having
the same border inscriptions, it follows that
No. 21 must have been the first stamp to be
printed in this group.

In a forthcoming article we shall see if
there is any supporting evidence for the above
listing to be found in the historical records
of the period.

JOSHUA FREDERIK WESTERBERG,
an engineering draftsman of Mill Valley, Cal.,
and formerly a member of the American So-
ciety of Cinematographers, and is currently
a member of The Collectors Club and the
American Legion. His philatelic interest is
Hawaii, in general, and the Numeral issue in

particular. He wrote “A Prelude to the

Hawaiian Numerals” for The Pacific His-
torical Review in 1946, and “Hawaiian Num-
eral Border Types” for THE COLLECTORS
CruB PHILATELIST. As he puts it, he’s good
for an article a year. His familiarity with
typesetting, resulting in his work in the Title
Department of Paramount many years ago,
led to the discovery of discrepancies in the
analysing of the typography of the Numerals.
The “case” of the Hawaiian Numerals has

been his pet investigation ever since.
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R. A. DE VILIL.ARD

and the Stamps of China

A new discovery throws light on Chinkiang and

points to changes in

the catalogue

listings of

the Empress Dowager issues of the Customs Posts.

By Lyons F. LivincsTon

/ II 1O study Chinese stamps of the 1893-
97 period, some attention must be
devoted to the men who designed,

printed and authorized them. Many of the

stamps of this period have been a puzzle to
beginners and specialists alike, and there has
long been a controversy as to where the

Dowager issue was actually printed.

I was fortunate enough to make a find, a
short time ago, of the official files of the
Chinkiang Municipal Post Office. The files
consisted of ledgers, invoices, letters and the
official regulations and notices of the post
office. Among the letters was a large group
written by R. A. de Villard, containing infor-
maztion that was new and authentic, and in
some cases, in great detail.

Mr. de Villard, the first issue of Chinkiang,
the Customs Post Dowager Jubilee issue and
the Sino-Japan war of 1894, are all related
philatelically, and each had a part in the postal
history of the period.

Most of the narrative which follows is
based upon documentary proof, a little of it
on strong circumstantial evidence, and a few
observations are personal theory.

CHINKIANG

The Municipal Council of Chinkiang, a
Yangtze river treaty port about 150 miles
from Shanghai, made the necessary arrange-
ments in 1894 with the municipal postal offi-
cials at Shanghai, established the Chinkiang
Municipal Postal Service, entered the Treaty
Port postal system, and took over the Shang-
hai Agency at Chinkiang. The actual opera-
tions of the post office did not begin until
August 6, 1894, but preparations and arrange-
ments were undertaken in March, 1894.

The Council instructed F. Gregson, Secre-
tary of the Council, to make inquiries and re-
ceive estimates for printing stamps for the
postal service. Gregson contacted R. A. de
Villard and made the necessary arrangements
with de Villard for the designing and printing
of a set of stamps for use at Chinkiang.

The contract was let to Yih Tsz Yuen* a
printer whom de Villard had previously em-
ployed for Customs work, and who, de Villard
knew, would ask no questions and carry out
instructions to the letter. As a matter of
fact, de Villard wrote as if he owned the
printing shop, and as if Yih Tsz Yuen were
more of an assistant than the owner.

At this point fate stepped in. A fire in a
cotton shop next door to the printing estab-
lishment caused considerable damage to the
printing machines and stones then ready for
printing. In de Villard’s own words, this
fire caused him “a monetary loss of over
$100.” De Villard, in spite of the nominal
fee he was being paid for his services, dis-
patched his brother-in-law, Thomas Deighton,
to Tokyo with drawings and photographs to
arrange to have the Chinkiang stamps printed
there. On the spur of the moment Deighton,
an engineer with the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha,
Shanghai, took a month’s leave without pay,
and went to Tokyo.

Deighton contacted the Tokyo Tsukiji
Type Foundry Co., 17 Tsukiji Nichome,
Tokyo, who agreed to do the job, that is, to
engrave dies, prepare plates for seven values,

* This name is spelled in various ways in contempor-
ary records, including Yeh Tsz Yuen and Yih Tzu
Yun, the latter being used by Juan Mencarini. The
form most generally accepted is Yih Tsz Yuen. No
Chinese name can be transliterated exactly.
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and to print, perforate and gum 400,000
stamps, all in slightly over two weeks. To
complete the stamps in the very limited time
allowed required all the speed and short-cuts
the printers could devise.

Stereotyping, one of the fastest methods
known, was selected as the process. A work-
man engraved a separate die, in relief, for
each value, and these dies were used to pro-
duce papier-mache’ plates, from which type-
metal plates used for printing were cast. The
plates were made in the following manner:

The engraved die was placed in a trans-
fer press, or similar device. A blank papier-
mache’ form or plate was also placed in the
press. Then the workmen operated the trans-
fer press so that the die was pressed into the
papier-mache” form, raised up and then
pressed again and again until fifty separate
impressions were made. From this completed
papier-mache” form a type-metal plate was
cast and used for the actual printing.

The quantities of all values of this issue
are small, and yet more than one plate exists
of all values except the Y4c. Could individual
stereos have been used for printing, and the
various plates be due to different lock-ups of
these stereos? The proof of multiple plates
lies in the varying spacing of subjects on the
plates in relation to other positions, and this
could be readily explained by the use of in-
dividual stereos.

However, individual stereos were not used,
for no markings are constant on more than
one plate. With sufficient study and eye-
strain, almost every position can be described
and located, yet this description will not fit
any position on any other plate. This com-
pletely rules out the possibility of individual
stereos.

This leaves us with the perplexing ques-
tion of why so many different plates were
used. I can’t give any certain answers, but
believe the solution is a complex one, result-
ing from the following situations:

1. The job was rushed—the printers
worked an extra two hours each day.

2. Once the master die was engraved,
plates could be made in little time and
at small cost.

3. The drying, gumming and perforating
would require the most time—so that
it was necessary to print as fast as pos-

sible.

4. De Villard probably gave the Tsukiji
firm to believe that there would be fur-
ther printings, or that the plates would
possibly be purchased (actually the
plates were not purchased, but were de-
stroyed on orders from Chinkiang.)

Listed below are the known plates and a
brief description of their identification. The
proof that these are all different plates, and
not stages of one plate, lies in the fact that
the horizontal and vertical spacing between
positions on the plates are not alike.

For example, position 1 on plate A is en-
tered 3mm. higher than position 2, and on
plate B position 1 is entered 3mm. lower
than position 2. This could not possibly be
caused by plate wear, and as individual stereos
are not possible either (for reasons previously
explained) plates must be different ones and
not repaired states of one or a few original
plates.

Each of the markings listed for plate identi-
fications are constant, easy to distinguish, and
not present on any other plate. A great
many more constant markings could be listed
but are not required for identifying the vari-
ous plates. Only two sheets each of the 1
cent, plates IX and X, are known, but for
all the other plates three or more sheets
have been studied and found constant.

First Issue.
August 6, 1894.
Perf. 11, 1174 and compound.

Designed by R. A. de Villard. Printed in
sheets of fifty (10 across by 5 down) by the
Tokyo Tsukiji Type Foundry, 17 Tsukiji
Nichome, Tokyo. Authorized and issued by
the Chinkiang Municipal Council. Valid for
prepayment of postage to, and including local
delivery in: Amoy, Chefoo, Chinkiang, Chung-
king, Foochow, Formosa, Hankow, Ichang,
Kewkiang, Nanking, Newchwang, Ningpo,
Pagoda Anchorage, Peking, Swatow, Taku,
Tientsin, Wenchow, Wuhu and Shanghai.
Printed on unwatermarked foreign wove pa-
per purchased in Shanghai by de Villard and
sent to Japan for printing.

The Plates
14 cent, rose

Plate I. Position 25 is entered higher than
position 24.
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Plate IV. There is a break in the lower
frame-line under the “N” of “ONE”

in position 17.

1 cent, blue

Plate I. The lower frame line is broken
under the “E” of “Cent” in position 4.

Plate V. The lower frame-line is broken
under the “C” of “CENT” in position
48.

Plate I1. The top frame-line has been re-
touched in position 3.

Plate VI. The lower frame-line has been
retouched under the white area between
“ONE"” and “CENT” in position 4.

Plate ITI. Position 47 is entered higher on
the plate and not in line with position 48.

Plate VII. The top left corner of position
I has been retouched. There is a break
under the “E” of “ONE” in position 29.
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Plate 1. There is a large mark of color to
the left of the lower left corner of posi-
tion 42.

Plate VIII. There is a dash of color in the
top right border of position 48.

Plate II. There is a dot of color on the
frame-line enclosing the upper left Chin-
ese character in position 31.

4 cents, yellow

Plate 1X. There is a break in the right sec-
tion of the top inside frame-line in posi-
tion 3.

Plate 1. The “F” of “FOUR” in position
10 is poorly formed and unevenly shaded.

Plate X. Position 42 is entered lower than
position 41 or 43.

2 cents, brown

Plate II. Position 41 is entered lower than
position 42.
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6 cents, mauve

Plate I. Position g is entered lower than
position 10. No dot of color is on the
“X” of “SIX” in position 13.
s ] 1

Plate III. Position 42 is entered lower than i
positions 41 and 43. Plate 1A. As Plate I, but with a dot of

color on the “X” of “SIX” in position
13. This is not a separate plate but a
later stage of Plate I.

Plate IV. The lower frame-line is broken
under the “R” of “FOUR” in position
20. Position 44 is entered higher than
position 45.

Plate 1I. Retouched lower frame-line un-
der “S” of “CENTS” in position 35.

5 cents, green 10 cents, orange

Plate 1. There is a dot of color in the left
border opposite the “F” of “FIVE” in
position 29.

Plate 1. There is a break in the left frame-
line near the top in position 33.

Plate II. There is a dot of color in the top
border in position 22.
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De Villard’s sketches of the cancelling chops to be cut by Kelly
& Walsh in Shanghai for the Chinkiang post-office. Type 3
is not otherwise known and possibly was never made. Type 4
is believed to have been made later by a stationer in London.
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Plate TA. As Plate I, but with a scratch
(line of color) on the “S” of “CENTS”
in position 4. This is not a separate plate
but a later stage of Plate I.

Plate II. There is a break in the line of
color under the “TE” of “TEN.”

Three different perforations occur on these
stamps: perf. 11, normal holes; 11, large
holes; and 1115. Many sheets received com-
pound perforations but only the 1 cent value
is known with the large hole perforation 11.
All the known perforations are listed in the
table below. At least some of the sheets
were perforated five at a time. The rarity of
the 4 cents, perf. 11, is due to the fact that
almost the entire stock was overprinted for
use as postage dues.

The de Villard letters indicate that proofs
and printers waste once existed, though I have
seen none. Essays of the 15 and 1 cent values
exist in other than issued colors. These
essays differ in details from the issued
stamps, and were lithographed in Shanghai
by de Villard himself. With the exception of
the 1 cent, rose-red, perf. 114, none of these
essays ever passed through the hands of the
Chinkiang authorities, and the cancelled
copies are undoubtedly the handiwork of de
Villard, as Chinkiang did not even have a
cancelling device when these appeared and
the Post Office was not inaugurated until
August 6, 1894.

Quantities of the First Issue

Ovpt'd or Net

Printed  Destroyed Issue

7 100,000 25,000 75,000
PGl e . 150,195 30,000 120,195
T A 50,000 5,000 45,000
BES e 33,860 5,000 28,860
1 A 30,450 5,000 25,450
6 o e 24,850 5,000 19,850
(oo _ 19,500 5,000 14,500

The subsequent issues of Chinkiang, made

by the Japanese firm, by a Shanghai printer
named E-Shing, and possible by Yih Tsz
Yuen, are full of interest, but since they do
not bear on the larger question of the Dow-
ager issue, no attempt will be made to deal
with them here. It was only the first issue
that was printed by a letter-press method
and that used the stereotype plates of a kind
so important in any consideration of the
Dowager printings.

The Maritime Customs (Haikuan)
Posts—

The Issue for the Sixtieth Birthday of
the Dowager Empress Tzu Hsi

The Maritime Customs service was estab-
lished in 1854, following the ravages of the
Tai-p’ing disorders on the Chinese economy.
Until the political upheavals which began in
1927 it was operated largely by foreigners of
various nationalities. Its postal division was
established sometime in the 1860’s by the
most famous of all the Inspector-Generals, Sir
Robert Hart, who took office in 1863. At
first the postal services were restricted to the
use of Customs personnel and government
officials, but in 1878 they were opened to
the public. Gradually an extensive network
of postal routes grew up, although the Chi-
nese government itself firmly resisted all
efforts to induce it to set up a post office.
It is interesting to note that while the Chin-
kiang local post was destroyed by the Im-
perial Edict setting up, as of February 2nd,
1897, an official government postoffice, the
operation of that postoffice was left entirely
in the hands of the Maritime Customs until
the revolution of 1911.

By 1894 there were the Customs operated
postal facilities at Peking, Tientsin, Shang-
hai, Ningpo, Chinkiang, Newchwang, Kiu-
kiang, Wuhu and many other important com-
mercial centers. The Customs post was
looked on abroad as a local service, and its
stamps were not recognised by foreign postal
officials, could not carry a letter to a Chinese
city not having a Customs post agency, and
secured delivery nowhere.

In 1894, as a gesture of good will and to
arouse the Dowager Empress’s interest in
his postal problems, Sir Robert decided to
produce a special issue of stamps honoring
the Dowager’s sixtieth birthday.
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VALUE

— .

PLATE

PERFORATION

" TV RETATAT

SHEET
S|IZE*

/2CENT

| CENT

216 X136

2164 %136

218 x |35

217/2%135A4

220 %135

217/2x135

219 %1354

2|7|/1x 135

216 %134/

215x135

219x|35

218 x134 /2

216A %1354

216/x1354

219/ %135

219/2%135

22|'/1.“‘35

2214 %135

220 »135/

219/ %135

10 CENT

219 135

|55 el vk B o e o [ R B L e

219 x 1354

¥ IN MILLIMETERS

Key to the plates of the first issue of Chinkiang.
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Panes 5 and 6 of the 1 candarin sheet, showing a complete setting of 40 subjects.

De Villard was instructed to design the
stamps, and he recommended details of their
printing. In many of de Villard’s letters were
statements that no one in China was expert
enough to turn out other than somewhat crude
work. Even the long-established English firm
of Kelly & Walsh in Shanghai could not do
a satisfactory job. Kelly & Walsh printed
the first issue of Chungking and the second
issue of Wel-Hai Wei, and both of these
issues are crudely done. The Central Press
in Kewkiang printed the Kewkiang stamps,
and de Villard’s letters note his scorn of their

work. His dislike for the Chromo Litho Co.
of Shanghai was even greater.

Of the known stamp printers that left only
Yih Tsz Yuen, but again de Villard wrote
that the Tokyo Tsukiji Type Foundry did
far superior work, and he remarked further
that they had done satisfactory work for the
Customs Post on earlier occasions.

It all boiled down to the fact that there
was no engraver on the China coast who
could do a competent job of engraving a die
from which plates or stones could be made.
Kelly & Walsh, in 1894, was unable to sup-
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ply even a simple thing like a brass cancelling
chop, because their Chinese engraver had left
them. Therefore, if such a simple item as a
cancelling chop was all but unprocurable in
Shanghai, it would appear impossible to
secure someone capable of making fine
engravings.

De Villard knew photolithography and was
versed in ordinary lithography, but knew little
of engraving, letter-press printing and stereo-
typing, if his letters are a true indication.

It was not by chance that Tsukiji invoices
had “Representative: Mr. R. A. de Villard,
Shanghai” printed on them. Doubtless he
had secured many Customs and Treaty Port
contracts for them, and it was natural that
he should go to Tsukiji for the Dowager
issue.

In his letters to Gregson of July 5, 1894
and July 6, 1894, he makes positive state-
ments that ‘“the Japanese are printing by
order of Pekin, through my agency, the
Double Dragon Designs! [by Double Dragon
designs, de Villard is referring to the 9 and
12 candarins values of the Dowager issue,
each of which have two dragons in the
design]. A limited number of copies and
their explanation given to me re the Chinese
Double Dragon stamp, shows, in a very
simple and fine affair, our stamp engraved by
hand, and all the others are cut on the same
plate mechanically by some new invented
machinery.” Later he writes, “Kindly send
me back the original estimate as we require
this for stamps to be done for the Customs
(Empress Dowager birthday) which are also
made by the Japanese.”

First, then, is the positive statement that
the Tokyo Tsukiji Type Foundry was print-
ing the Empress Dowager issue on orders
from Peking; second, is de Villard’s descrip-
tion of the plate making process and his
statement that the Chinkiang and Dowager
issues were being done by the same process.
This process, from his description, could
be either engraving or stereotyping. The
Chinkiang stamps were stereotyped as ‘‘ex-
amination will show, and the modest cost
would be too little to suppose that the stamps
were to be printed from engraved plates.”
So we can safely assume that the Tokyo
Tsukiji Type Foundry had executed trial
essays for the Dowager issue, and had been
awarded the contract.

At this point we can go back to Deighton’s
sudden spur of the moment trip from Shang-
hai to Tokyo after the fire. Was his pur-
pose only to oversee the Chinkiang stamps,
or did the trip by some chance fit in with a
previously planned trip to oversee the plate
making and printing of the Dowager issue?
Does a man take a month’s leave with no
advance notice and rush off to another coun-
try, with no apparent remuneration? I can’t
offer proof, but 1 believe Deighton had
planned, on de Villard’s request, to take the
Dowager drawings to Tokyo, to stay there
and to oversee the printing of the Dowager
issue, and that circumstances made it pos-
sible to kill two birds with the one stone.
De Villard seemed to trust no one but his
brother-in-law, and this tends to indicate
that Deighton’s trip was not, as it might have
seemed, made wholly on the spur of the
moment,

Once again fate took a hand, as it did in
the cotton-shop fire. The outbreak of the war
between China and Japan, declared on Aug-
ust 1, 1894, but brewing since early spring,
switched the Dowager issue from Tokyo to
Shanghai. The following letter was found
by T. W. Walmsley, Esq., member of the
London Philatelic Society’s China Section.
It was from Sir Robert Hart to H. Kopsch,
his postal secretary, dated August 17, 1894,
and was quoted in ‘“The International Rela-
tions of the Chinese Empire,” Vol. 3, page 63.

“The fates are not precisely smiling on
the Empress Dowager’s birthday prepara-
tions, and if Japan attempts a march on
Peking I doubt if there will be a celebra-
tion. Thus one does not approach the idea
of a Jubilee stamp with much enthusiasm.
Further, Japan is now out of the question
for engraving, and Shanghai will have to
do the work—can it?”

This letter tells us several things. Coupled
with de Villard’s remark about “limited
printing” it appears that Japan’s job was to
make the plates and prepare proof sheets.
Deighton was probably to see that none of
the proofs went astray, and personally to
bring back the plates for printing in Shang-
hai. In spite of Sir Robert’s statement that
Japan was out of the question, it appears that,
by the time his letter reached Shanghai, it
was too late to change plans, and in all prob-
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The letter describing the process proposed
for the Dowager issue by Tsukiji. It appears
to have been based on impressing an engraved

this afternoon erasure the stones and hand
them, after erasuring, back to the printer. The
stamps are to be engraved on plates of 50 each,

die on some sort of matrix, probably a stereo-
type mat, from which plates could be cast.
The letter reads:

“In continuation of my yesterday’s letter, |
have just now received another telegram in-
forming me that the work is well in hand and
that the Company, to finish the stamps [those
of Chinkiang] at the stipulated time, are work-
ing 2 hours more per day. | have settled today
with Mr. Yih and the Photographer and paid
them $40.00 for their work, and | shall now

48
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7 plates, the engraving is done at a quite new
process and, as their explanation, given to me
re the Chinese Double Dragon, shows, is a very
simple and fine affair, one stamp engraved by
hand, and all the others are cut on the same
plate mechanically by some new invented ma-
chinery. The stamps will of course be much
clearer and distinct than ever stonework can be,
and the Japanese Wedding stamps, done by this
Company show that this new method produces
(Continued on next page.)
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a fine artistic stamp. The charges compared The paper, which | had cut up to the size
to the Chinese do not differ much and the esti- required, | sent to my brother-in-law to Japan.
mate given by them is reasonable indeed. Your | had it cut into 4000 sheets at 100 stamps,
stamp account and the value, as it stands now, but as the Japanese telegraphed that their press
will be as follows: for engraved work would not take such large
100,000 Y2 ct. stamps, selling value $500 plates, | had the paper cut into half, i. e. 8000
150,000 1 ct. stamps, selling value 1500 sheets (at 50 stamps) and as the paper is a
50,000 2 cts. stamps, selling value 1000 fine woven lined Bankpost, | am sure it cannot

30,000 4 ct. stamps, selling value 1200 be obtained here or in Japan. This is one

30,000 5 ct. stamps, selling value 1500 safeguard already. The second is, that they

20,000 6 ct. stamps, selling value 1200 are a semi-official Company and that they un-

20,000 10 ct. stamps, selling value 2000 dertook to give me the required guarantee, the

—_— third that my brother-in-law remains there to

$8900 (Continued on next page.)
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see the matter through. Kiukiang is reprint-
ing their first 1% cts. stamp, 100,000 of each,
they will be issued next week some time.
Kindly send me back the original estimate as
we require this for stamps to be done for the
Customs (Empress Dowager birthday) which
are also made by the Japanese. Please return
also the 2 Chinese Designs which belong to
" the office.”

It was probably the small size of the Japanese
press beds that caused the original press plates
for the Dowager issue to be made up in sheets

50
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of 40, like the sheets of the small dragon issue.

Above: The letter from the secretary to the
Board of Works of the Shanghai Municipal
Council to F. Gregson, dated July 10th, 1894,
confirming the arrangement between the post
offices of the two treaty ports to handle cus-
toms post mail and treaty port mail inde-
pendently. This letter, like much other evi-
dence, makes it obvious that the Chinkiang
issues have the same standing as those of
Shanghai.
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ability the work was completed, or almost
completed.

With the printing done in Shanghai, the old
She-Dragon, the Empress Tzu Hsi, need never
know that Japan was even remotely connected
with the issue. There is no doubt in my

mind that plates were completed, at least in
the form of stereotypes, in Japan, and for
the time being the reader is asked to sub-
scribe to this premise, though he may form
his own opinion after reading the informa-
tion on plating, and bearing in mind that de

PANE | 2 3 4
1{2(3]|4
5(6|7|8
ool |12
13(14|15(16
17(18(19(20
5 6 7 (=]
+ +
| 9 10 W 12

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 Candarins: Stone Layout

Villard not only supervised the printing, but
did much of the actual stonework, transfers
and printing.

The Dowager Jubilee Issue
November 19, 1894
Perforated 11%5-12

Designed by R. A. de Villard. Single die,
hand-engraved, for each value, used to make
stereotype plates. Dies and plates made in
Japan. Printed, gummed and perforated,
probably, in the establishment of Yih Tsz
Yuen* under the personal supervision of
de Villard. Printed on paper watermarked
with the Ying Yang symbol, made in Eng-
land for the Customs Posts at a cost of £8
per ream.

Stone layout and plating:—The six lower
values were printed in sheets of 240 subjects,
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broken down into 12 panes of 20 stamps,
separated by gutters.

*In 1937 the great Chinese philatelist, M. D. Chow,
published Juan Mencarini's “Descriptive Catalogue of
Chinese Postage Stamps,” based on a manuscript com-
pleted by Mr. Mencarini, in Singapore about 1930.
In that catalogue occurs one statement of great sig-
nificance in connection with the Dowager issue:
“Printed in honor of Her Majesty the Empress Dowa-
ger's 6oth birthday. Lithographed, the first issue in
Japan and latter ones at Shanghai . . . No record
being accessible to distinguish the Japanese from the
Shanghai imprint, the issues of each cannot be given,
the only available record shows that a local printer,
named Yih Tzu-yun printed 8542 sheets for the Cus-
toms Statistical Department in November 1894.” The
official date of the issue was November 16, 1894, so
that the Yih printing could even by Mencarini's ac-
count have been made in time to meet the necessary
date. In an appendix Mr. Chow points out some of
the errors and shortcomings in the catalogue, but
there is no reason to doubt the accuracy of the ref-
erence to the Yih printing.
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Dies of the 1 Candarin

Position 11 in the odd-numbered panes.

Position 17 in the even-numbered panes.

Dies of the 9 Candarins

Position 7

Position 9

Position 12 Position 13
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A study of four double panes of the 1 can-
darin value have yielded some valuable results.
The transfers were laid down in double panes,
40 stamps at a time. Thus panes 1, 3, 5, 7,
9 and 11 have the same transfer types and
are entirely different from panes 2, 4, 6, 8,
10 and 12, which also have like types, proving
that the source of these transfers was a double
pane of 40 subjects.

The breaks, constant marks of color, and
other markings, are of the type one would
find in a sheet of stamps printed from plates
made by stereotyping.

Yet the stamps themselves are definitely
lithographed, and so it is necessary to deter-
mine the process used as the source of the
transfers laid down on the stone. The source
could have been an engraved plate, a litho-
graphic stone called an original, mother, or
transfer stone, or a stereotype plate. Actually
it was the latter.

The stereotype plate made in Japan was
inked by the lithographer in Shanghai, and
using transfer paper, six separate transfers
of two double panes were taken and laid
down on the stone. If either an engraved
plate or an original stone had been used for
taking transfers, the stamps would not have
the stereotyped appearance, but would have
the kind of markings found in engraved or
lithograved stamps.

The transfer types are difficult to identify,
but I have found a few that are constant and
easy to recognize. Once a characteristic con-
stant in a position on two or more panes is
determined, it is easy to check. To find
these constant characteristics is the difficult
job. However, they must exist, and in time
all will be worked out by specialists in this
issue.

Collectors should not confuse markings
constant throughout the printing, but on only
one position on the complete 240-subject
stone, with the transfer types. These mark-
ings occur because it is impossible to register
a perfect transfer from plate to stone, and
were made during the transferring process.
Each of the transfer types is present six times
on the stone and there were 40 types, though
I have identified only a few:

1. Position 11 on panes 1, 3, 5, 7,9 and I1I.
There is a strong marking in color above

4
6|17/|8|9]|10
415

le|17(18|19|20

21 |22(23|24|25

Stone layout of the 9, 12 and 24 candarins

the center section of the lower frame
line.

2. Position 17 on panes 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 and
12. There is a dot of color in the area
below the first Chinese character in the
oval border. This is very faint on
some stamps.

A lack of material and time has made it
impossible to prove the transfers and system
used for preparing stones for the 2, 3, 4, 5
and 6 candarins values, but I believe further
study will show that these values were made
in the same manner, and have a 4o0-subject
master setting.*

* The preceding issue, printed from a lock-up of indi-
vidual cliches made from dies originally engraved by
Waterlow & Sons, was in the form of two 20-subject
panes, divided by a gutter. The go-subject Japanese
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Pane 3 of the 9 candarin sheet, showing engraver’s mark at the right and

the tete-beche cliche at lower left.

The inexplicable presence of the tete-

beche in this value makes it the most important one for study. Two full
panes of 25, two part panes of 20, a part pane of 10, and many blocks,

pairs and singles were examined.

The singles were valuable for checking

the constancy of markings that occur only once on the 150-subject stone,
but were not used for reconstructing the stone.

stereo plate was probably made up to produce actual
letter-press printing plates of almost exactly the same
size as the earlier issue (Scott Nos. 4-6). What
occasioned the change in plan and the production of
the huge Shanghai printing stones will never be de-
termined definitely, but it was probably due to the
necessity of printing great quantities of stamps quickly
on machinery which, compared to the high-speed let-
ter-press machines available in Toyko, was slow and
cumbersome and must therefore produce more copies at
each impression. The similarity between the basic
plate layouts of the two issues is too great to be
ignored.

Each pane of the 9 candarins value had the
same transfer type. Thus there are 25 trans-
fer types, each repeated six times on the
stone of 150 subjects. Again the transfer
types and stone appearance have the mark-
ings one would expect from a stereotype
plate. These transfers were taken from a 25-
subject stereotyped plate made in Japan.

The following positions have been identi-

fied:
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1. Position 7—there are two dots of color
(sometimes only one shows clearly)
above the central Chinese character.

2. Position 9g—there is a strong dot of
color under the lower left claw of the
right dragon.

3. Position 12—the top left Chinese char-
acter has an extra line running to the
top border.

4. Position 13—there is a dot of color in
the right Chinese character of the last
character at top.

There have been many articles on the re-
touches found on the Dowager issue. One
lists various stages of the 9 candarins re-
touches in the upper right corner. These are
not stages of retouching, but are three entirely
separate retouches, each occurring in position
5 on three different panes, and were made
before printing began. The retouching was
necessary because the transfer paper became
wrinkled while lifting from the plate and
putting it on stone. There are other small
retouches on the 9 candarins stone, but these
have also been found constant on all material
examined, and apparently were made before
printing any stamps. Retouches occur also
on other values.

The most perplexing and extraordinary
thing about the 9 candarins value is the
existence of the tete-beche in position 21 of
every pane. How could such a thing hap-
pen? My first thought was that only 24 sub-
jects were transferred at a time, and that the
six tete-beches were entered separately. How-
ever, a careful check showed that the spacing
between subjects is identical for all panes, and
this ruled out my assumption. If the Japa-
nese plate makers were responsible it seems
likely they would have had to do one of the
three following things.

The first possibility is that they forgot one
position, and, in impressing the missing posi-
tion, entered it upside down. The second and
third possibilities are that either the papier-
mache” mould was deliberately removed and
then reinserted in the transfer press in a
manner to produce a tete-beche’ or that the
engraved die was changed and impressed
incorrectly.

Considering the thoroughness of the Japa-
nese, the size of the order, and the reputation
at stake, I am inclined to feel that the plate

was entirely normal when shipped from
Japan.

The simplest and most plausible reconstruc-
tion of what happened is that later on, in
Shanghai, the normal stereotype plate was
inked and a transfer taken, which was laid
down on an original, or mother, stone. On
this stone one position (21) was carefully
erased and another transfer—upside-down—
substituted. From this stone, the equivalent
of the more modern transfer roll, six transfers
were taken and laid down on the larger
stone which was used to print the tete-beche
sheets.

Another possible explanation is that the
stereotype plate itself was sawed apart and
that position 21 was reversed and then sol-
dered back into position. Whether this was
done, and transfers made from it, or whether
the intermediate stone was employed, the fact
remains that the tete-beche bears every ear-
mark of having been deliberately contrived
by someone in Shanghai connected with the
printing.

Several values of this issue occur on un-
watermarked paper. An unwatermarked
copy of the 9 candarins was in the Finegan
sale of 1937, and was said to be a margin
copy that escaped watermark. I have ex-
amined two blocks of four of the 9 candarins,
both showing no trace of watermark. On
plating both blocks were found to be from
pane three, one block being from position 1,
2, 6 and 7, and the other from position 4, 5,
9 and 10.

Positions 5 and 10 of pane three are about
as far as any position could be from the sheet
margin. They are in the center of a full
sheet of 150 stamps, and there is no doubt
that all these stamps are proofs.

The Dowager issue was first released No-
vember 19, 1894. In a letter dated Novem-
ber 16, 1894, de Villard wrote: “The new
stamps will be sold to dealers and the pub-
lic on Monday, the 19th inst. Today only
the Post offices of the Custom have been sup-
plied. Not to let this mail slip I applied for
the stamps for you.”

On November 24, 1894, de Villard wrote
to a London dealer: “I beg to enclose herein
a complete set of the China stamps, 9, printed
here.”

In another of his letters, on January 3,
1895, he wrote: “As the stones have been
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De Villard’s letter of November 28, 1894, containing the state-
ment that Tsukiji (because of the Sino-Japanese war) planned
to shut down business as from December 15th. The resump-
tion date, put by De Villard as April, 1895, was advanced to
February, probably because of the spectacular Japanese suc-
cesses in the campaign. It is interesting to note that the paper
ordered by De Villard for the Dowager issue was to cost £8 a
ream, against $4.65 a ream for the paper the Chinkiang
authontles had supplied for their stamps.
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rubbed out, it is not likely that the stamps
will be reprinted.” He goes on to state in
this letter what the actual number of stamps
issued was. For the sake of comparison I
have added Mencarini’s published figures for
the same printing.

De Villard Mencarini

1 Candarin 150,000 100,077
2 Candarins 200,000 78,404
3 Candarins 350,000 188,494
4 Candarins 200,000 44,689
5 Candarins 240,000 32,779
6 Candarins . 350,000 54,247
9 Candarins __ 100,000 56,182
12 ‘Candarins oo 40,000 33,509
24 Candarins 30,000 34,035

The above totals include these stamps of
the 1894 printing that were surcharged with
new values in 1897. Proofs of the 1894 print-
ing will be listed later on in this article.

1897 Printing of the Dowager Issue.

In the latter part of 1896 China had be-
gun to make definite arrangements for join-
ing the Universal Postal Union. The Im-
perial Chinese Post Office was officially inaug-
urated to take over the existing Customs post.
At this time the unit of value was changed
from candarins * to cents. No stamps were
available with values in cents so the decision
was made to surcharge all old issues with
new values.

All stocks of stamps were called back from
the various post offices to Shanghai for sur-
chaiging. Some of the Small Dragon, 1888
issue, were returned, a: well as the 1894
Dowager issue. Both were surcharged with

* The currency of China in the late nineteenth century
was based on a silver unit, called liang by the Chinese
and tael by foreigners. The tael was in turn divided
into ten mace or one hundred candarins. Since there
were no taels minted and each transaction involving
them had to be carried out in bank notes, silver bul-
lion, copper cash, or foreign currency, the government
turned in 1894 to the establishment of a more usable
and uniform currency. For this purpose the so-called
Mexican dollar, widely circulated throughout China
since the eighteenth century, was adopted. Under the
name of yuan, with cents called wen in Chinese, this
currency has been in use up to the present time. In
1894 the yuan was worth about fifty U. S. cents; in
August of this year it took more than 14,000,000 of
them to buy one U. S. dollar,

new values. A few words here about the
1897 surcharges may be helpful, since some
catalogue listings are not easy to follow.

While orders were sent to all post offices
to return all stamps to Shanghai, it is natural
that not all were returned immediately, but
arrived from time to time as the order
reached the various post offices and was acted
upon. The various surcharges are all sepa-
rate issues and are listed below in chrono-
logical order.

1. January or February (early), 1897.
Small figures of value.

A. Surcharged on the Small Dragon is-
sue (1888 printing). 40-subject
setting.

B. Surcharged on the 1894 Dowager
printing. 8o-subject setting for the
six lower values; 25-subject set-
ting for the three high values.

Both 3 and 4mm. spacing between the
value and Chinese characters ex-
ist, and occur se tenant. They do
not represent separate printings.

2. March, 1897. Large figures of value.
2% mm. spacing.

A. Surcharged on the 1894 Dowuger
printing.

B. Surcharged on the 1897 Dowager
printing.

C. The 30 cents on 25 candarins of
both printings is known with
zmm. Iinstead of 1mm. between
“Cents” and the Figures of value,
and occurs se tenant with the nor-
mal spacing.

8o-subject setting for the six lower
values; 25-subject setting for the
three higher values.

3. May, 1897. Large figures of value.
1Y4mm. spacing.

A. Surcharged on the 1894 Dowager
printing.

B. Surcharged on the 1897 Dowager
printing.

The setting of A and B is the same
as for the March, 1897, issue.

C. Surcharged on the Small Dragon
issue (1888 printings). These
stamps, to my knowledge, were
never issued. 40-subject setting.
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The bill from Tokyo Tsukiji Type Foundry for the last issue
of Chinkiang postage dues, dated February 7th, 1895. The
Sino-Japanese war, declared on August 1, 1894, was over in
the late fall of 1894, and before the treaty of peace was signed
on April 17, 1895, Tokyo Tsukiji was back in full operation.
Note that all printer’s waste was shipped to Chinkiang. Most
of it later reached the philatelic market.
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The 1897 printings of the Dowager designs
do not occur in the Small Figure issue, be-
cause these printings were made after the
Small Figure Surcharges were issued.

The bulk of both the Large Figure Sur-
charge issues are printed on the 1897 print-
ings of the Dowager designs. A small quan-
tity of the 1894 printing received these two
surcharges because of delay in being returned
to Shanghai for surcharging. The shades of
the 1897 printings, surcharged in May, 1897,
difter slightly from stamps of this printing
surcharged in March, 1897. It is probable
that the basic stamps were not all printed at
one time, but in two groups, and possibly
from different batches of ink. I hope the
abeve will show clearly the order n which
the above stamps were printed and issued, and
why there was a new printing in 1897 (Scott’s
Nos. 17b-17j) of the Dowager design.

The quantities of stamps returned to Shang-
hai for surcharging were not large. A regu-
lar issue, with value in cents, had been or-
dered from Japan, but it was expected that
some values would be exhausted before this
new issue (Scott’'s Nos. 50-62) arrived.

More stamps were needed immediately,
and so the authorities ordered the Dowager
issue reprinted, to be surcharged in dollars
and cents. The original stones had been
rubbed out. We have de Villard’s state-
ment for this, and from his letters one realizes
how scarce and valuable fine lithographic
stones were, and that it would have been
most unusual to store them. But the Japan-
made stereotype plates were small, and had
been stored away. They were, therefore,
brought out of storage and put to use again
for laying down stones.

This time de Villard had learned more
about lithography, or had hired a new printer,
or perhaps Yih Tsz Yuen had become more
expert in his trade. Whatever the explana-
tion, the 1897 printings are far superior in
workmanship to the first printing. There
are fewer breaks in the frame lines, the de-
signs are clearer, and so far no evidence of
any wrinkled transfers has been found.

New stones were laid down in the same
manner as for the 1894 issue. The Japan
plates were once again the source for the
transfers. On the 9 candarins the transfer
type showing the dot of color under the

dragon’s claw (position g) is clear. Some
of the other transfer types are extremely
faint, but they are present and prove that
the same source for transfers was used for
both printings. De Villard could not use the
stereotype plates for any other purpose, and
perhaps their initial cost influenced the au-
thorities to save them.

In the 1897 printing, the inverted position
of the 9 candarins is no longer inverted. Again
the spacing of multiples examined, including
full panes, shows identical spacing for every
pane. In other words, a complete pane was
transterred each time. The sume thing cc-
curred in the 1894 printing. How does posi-
tion 21 of the pane happen this time to be
right side up? Position 21 is spaced slightly
differently than in the 1804 printing. T will
let you ponder your own explanation. My
theory is that somone, and I think it must
have been de Villard, deliberately made the
tete beche in the first printing and used the
original stereoplate, with all subjects cor-
rectly made, for the second plate.

The Mollendorf issue appears to be from
the stones used for the 1897 printings. The
same transfer types are found in the Mollen-
dorf printing as are found in all other Dow-
ager printings. A lack of sufficient material
has hampered the complete plating of this
printing, but there is no tete-beche in the g
candarin, and I feel safe in assuming that no
special stones were laid down for such a small
printing, generally reputed to be only 5,000
sets.

The 1897 printings were not issued for sale
in the unsurcharged state to any post office.
Before they were printed the currency for
stamps had been changed from candarins to
cents. The unsurcharged stamps are favor
stamps which leaked out through high officials,
including de Villard. While they are of in-
terest to specialists, they must be considered
as stamps never intended for postal use.

The Mollendorf issue was never sold to
the public, nor was it surcharged. It is on
thick unwatermarked paper, and was printed
by order of Baron von Mollendorf, of the
Customs Statistical Department, for presenta-
tion to high government officials, and to diplo-
mats and other distinguished foreigners.

The Dowager issue, 1894 printing, was
first catalogued as lithographed in Japan on
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the authority of Juan Mencarini. However,
several of Mencarini’s statements have not
stood up through the years, and his careless
use of English—he was an Italian citizen,
has, I think, in this case led to a misinter-
pretation of his intended meaning:

Proofs of the Dowager Issue

1894 Printing:

1. Stone proofs in issued colors on very
thin horizontally or vertically laid pa-
per, imperforate (referred to as ciga-
rette paper).

2. Stone proofs on thin wove paper, per-
forated 12.

3. Stone proofs on a thicker wove paper
in pale shades, imperforate.

4. Stone proofs on laid paper, in paler col-
ors, perforated 12. These are known
cancelled Anping (Formosa).

1897 Printing:

1. Stone proofs in issued colors on a high
quality paper similar to Japanese vellum
paper, imperforate. These are printed
from stones made from the second set
of stereos.

There are six or seven other sets of so-
called proofs in black, perforate or imperfor-
ate, and in varying sizes. I consider all of
these as essays or experiments of de Villard,
and made primarily for his sample book.

De Villard could, however, still improve.
The large overprint on the 1888 issue was a
limited printing of 480 stamps of each value
—the entire issue having been purchased by
the de Villard family. Also, one sheet of each
value was cancelled-to-order in Shanghai,
though the stamps were never issued.

Perhaps it will be of interest to know also
that every sheet of the 2nd Postage Due issue
of Chinkiang went to press twice (30 sub-

jects were printed from one run, and then 20
subjects were printed the second time the
sheet went to press) so that inverted over-
prints and tete beche’s could more easily be
made. This overprinting was done under de
Villard’s personal supervision. The varieties
were not shipped to Chinkiang, and when,
through philatelic channels, Gregson learned
of these errors his blistering letter almost
upset de Villard’s iron poise. However, he
stood his ground, and it should be noted for
the record that the documentary proof exists
to show that the production and sale of errors
was not due to the Chinkiang authorities but
to de Villard. The story of the small Shang-
hai book and stamp store that was used to
market the varieties, of Captain Archie Binns,
de Villard’s ubiquitous friend whose treaty
port covers are in so many collections, and of
other details of de Villard’s impact on Chinese
postal history, must await another article.
My purpose here has been to trace, through
the Chinkiang correspondence and in other
ways, the correct story of the Dowager
printings.

The author expresses appreciation to Mal-
colm Johnson, W. R. Rankin, Clarkson
Stevens and the late Major James Starr for
assistance and the loan of material for study;
to H. B. R. Clarke, Esq., who made available
his reference notes on the Dowager issues;
to Carl E. Webb for the preparation of photo-
graphic illustrations; and to Allison Severs,
art instructor at Maryland Institute, for
drafting the art work and charts.

In accordance with the facilities offered
specialist groups by the CorLLecTors CLUB
PHILATELIST, reprints of this article by one of
the most distinguished members of the China
Stamp Society are being supplied to the Society
at cost for distribution to all its members.

LYONS F. LIVINGSTON, a profes-
sional, of Catonsville, Md., has come up with
one of the most important “finds” in years
insofar as Chinese postal history is concerned
—the original de Villard correspondence re-
lating to the stamps and postal history of the
1893-7 period. Through the good offices of
Malcolm Johnson and the China Stamp So-
ciety, this valuable information is being pub-

lished in THE CorrLecTors CLUB PHILAT-
ELIST for the first time. Mr. Livingston, a
collector for 17 years, is interested in 19th
century China, has won awards at several
shows, and has written a handbook on Chinese
Treaty Ports. He “hopes” his wife will
someday tackle the stamps of early Greece or
the Philippines.
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The Two Cent Rose of 1864

Notes on the first Two Cent

stamp of Canada.

In mem-

ory of Alfred F. Lichtenstein.

By Senartor James A. CaLper, Ottawa

HE first decimal series of Canada

|| which was issued on July 1, 1859,

with the addition of a 2 cent value
in August 1864, has been the particular study
of Senator James A. Calder of Ottawa, and
Regina, Canada. His work on the five cent
of this issue which appeared in The London
Philatelist (Vol. XLVIII, 1939) won for
him the Tapling Medal of the Royal Phila-
telic Society, and his studies of the 17 cent
which were published in the Crimson Book
and the Brown Book of The Stamp Special-
ist, are examples of philatelic research and
writing at its best. It is to be regretted
that, owing to failing eyesight, Senator Calder
is unable to continue his studies and writings.
However, permission has been granted to us
to continue to publish these studies from the
various notes which we have found in the
files of the late Alfred F. Lichtenstein.

We therefore feel privileged to edit the
studies of this issue by Canada’s eminent
philatelist, in memory of his great friend
and co-worker.

WinTtHROP S. Boces.

The Two Cent Rose of 1864

On June 14, 1864 the Canada Post Office
Department sent the following letter to the
American Bank Note Company concerning a
two cent stamp:—

P. O. D. 14 June/64

W. R. Bliss, Esq.,
Sec’y, American Bank Note Co.,
New York.

Sir,

This Dept. desires to add a two cent stamp
to the stamps already in use—the device and
color of the two cent should be the same as
in the one cent stamp—and the only differ-
ence between the two descriptions of stamp
would therefore be in the substitution of the
words “‘two cents” as expressing the value
of “one cent.”

Will you be so good as to have the two
cent plate prepared accordingly and a first
impression of two hundred thousand stamps
forwarded with as little delay as possible.

(Sd.) W. H. GrirrIn.”

The bank note company immediately pre-
pared the plate by using the transfer roll of
the one cent to lay down an impression on a
die block, which impression was suitably
altered to “T'wo Cents,” and the numerals
“2"” added to the upper corners. The bank
note company was aware that two stamps
of the same color should have the denomina-
tions clearly distinguishable. From this die
a transfer roll containing two reliefs was
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made and a single plate of one hundred
stamps was laid down arranged in ten rows
of ten. The imprint “American Bank Note
Co., New York” in upper and lower case let-
ters, 28 mm. long, was placed eight times in
the margin, twice on each side, reading nor-
mally at the top and bottom, up at the left,
and down at the right. The method of lay-
ing down the plate was similar to that for
the other denominations, which is fully ex-
plained in the articles referred to.

Plate proofs were made in the issued color,
and in green. A sheet of proofs in the issued
color was sent to Quebec on July 26, 1864,
and on the following day a shipment of 1000

sheets of 100 stamps was forwarded by
express to Canada.

In 1879, this value was included in the
so-called “Goodall” proofs, which occur in
black, deep green, gray blue, deep brown,
and dull red. Copies are also known in the
issued color overprinted in blue “Proof” in
sans-serif block letters. ‘These also were
made about 1879.

In all eight orders were sent, totalling
865,000 stamps; that is 8,650 impressions of
the plate.

A table of the orders, quantities, days be-
tween orders, etc., is given at the end of this
article.

The Varieties

ONY

Q@

7

Composite Diagram lllustrating the Varieties
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In so far as varieties are concerned, there
is some evidence that the frame lines were
worked over by a hand tool, as there are a
number of instances of the outer frame ex-
tending too far upwards or downwards. For
instance on Nos. 12, 19, 27, 38, 40, 48, 52,
53, 63, 66, 67, 69, 70, and 96, the left frame
extends downwards, while on Nos. 24, 57,
and 64 it extends upwards. On Nos. 11, 13,
and 16 the right frame extends downwards.
On Nos. 4, and 21 both side frame lines
extend downward.

The enlarged drawing shows a composite
of the various other varieties that occur on
this stamp.

1. Colored dash in tail of lower right
“2” and outside lower left frame line.

2. Colored scar on bust (No. 77 and 97 in
sheet).

3. Colored dash and dot in left oval of

lower right “2”, and dot of color in margin

o L]

opposite left “2 (This latter is sometimes
punched out by perforations).

4. Dash of color in foot of lower right

2", and similarly above “D” of “Canada.”
(No. 71 on sheet).

5. Dash of color lower right frame line.

6. Colored dot above upper left “2”.
(Sometimes punched out by the perforations.)

7. Small curved colored line below “P” of
“Postage.”

8. Dot of color above “S” of “Postage,”
and in spandrel opposite “T” of “Two”.

9. Small curved line of color from oval
into “O” of “Two.”

10. Dot of color in “C” of “Cents.”

Varieties 1, 8, and 9, occur on all print-
ings, but the others have been noted only on
printings 4A and later, although it is quite
possible and indeed probable that they occur
on all printings.

Canada 2c ’64 lIssue

LIST OF P. O. DEPARTMENT ORDERS

Orders Dated Quantity Sheets
1 June 14, ‘64 200,000 2,000
2 Nov. 28, ’'64 10,000 100
3 Jan. 28, ’65 50,000 500
e Apl. 22, '65 200,000 2,000
5 Sept. 25, 65 200,000 2,000
6 July 27, ’66 100,000 1,000
7 Feb. 22, ‘67 100,000 1,000
8 Dec. 4, '67 5,000 50
865,000

Time
between
Orders Notes
Days 3 printings
167 1 printing
61 1 printing
84 3 printings
156 2 printings
305 1 printing
210 1 printing
285 Small order
1 printing

Total of 13 printings

A days run on a single
press of the type then used
was around 750 sheets.

An examination of over four hundred copies of this stamp, of which fifty-five were

dated, resulted in the following data:

ANALYSIS OF DATED COPIES

Group | Perf. 12 x 11 %
Order Printings 3rd O. Printings
1st O. 1-A Jan. 28, ’65 3-A
June 14, 64 1-B _—
S — & 50,000
200,000 1-C Dated Copies
2nd O. 1864 1865
Nov. 28, 64 2-A Oct. 22, ’64 Jan. ’65
—— Dec. 8, (64?) Mch. 15, 65
10,000 Dec. (9?), 64 May 12, ’65
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Apl. 15, ’65
May 18, ’65
June 5, 65
June 3, ’65

Ju. or Au. 3,65
June 65
July ’65
Sept. 9, (65?)

Group 11
Order Printings

4th 0. " 4-A
Ap. 22, ’65
200,000
5th O.
Sept. 25, '65 5-A
200,000

6th O.
July 27,66  6-A

100,000

7th O.
‘eb. 22, '67 T-A

100,000

8th O.
Dec. 4, '67 8-A

5,000

Sept. 13, ’65
Dec. 7, '65
1866
Nil
g o) 7| [ — 16 copies, perf. 12 x 11%
Dated Copies
1865 1867
Oct. 13, Mch. 21, '67
(650r66) Mch. (13?) ’67
Dec. 7, ’65 (pair)
1866 Ap. or Sp. 20,
Feb. '66 67
(Mch.?) 23, May 18, '67
66 May 23, ’'67
Apl. 23, ’66 May 27, ’67
Mch. 20, 66 June 14, ’67
Mch. (66?) July 2, (68?)
July 23, ’66 July 67
July 26, ’'66 Aug. 6, '67
Sept. 1, '66 Aug. 13, '67
Sept. 8, (66?) Sept. 28, ’67
Oct. 4, '66 Oct. 5, 767
Oct. 13, '66 Oct. 23 (67?)
Oct. 27, '66 Nov. 16, ’67
Oct. '66 Nov. 25, 67
Nov. 17, ’66 Dec. 6, '67
Nov. (9?) 66 Dec. 23, (67?)
Dec. 24, ’66 1868
Jan. 30, ’68
Mch. 6, 68
Apl. ’68
i 1 | [ 39 copies, perf. 12 x 12

Senator Jas. A. Calder

As a serious student of Canadian philately
few have equalled Senator Calder. At an
early age his interest was aroused by the
many striking and varied colours and shades
of the Canada 1859 10c stamp and through
his researches in the P. O. Department ar-
chives at Ottawa and the examination of a
large quantity of dated copies for perfora-
tion varieties he was able to separate the
twenty-seven orders for this stamp which
was manufactured by the American Bank
Note Company. A display of this research

at the New York Exhibition in 1926 was
received with wide acclaim. His book “Some
Phases of the Canada ’59 Issue” was pub-
lished by the Royal Philatelic Society of
London in 1939.

Senator Calder has the honor of being one
of two Canadians elected to the Roll of Dis-
tinguished Philatelists. He is also a Fellow
of the Royal Philatelic Society. In 1925 he
was honorary president of the 3rd Canadian
Philatelic Exhibition held in Montreal and
the following year vice-president of the In-
ternational Philatelic Exhibition, New York.
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The Handstamped Overprints of

PAKISTAN

Provisionals used in Pakistan
exist in four types, determined
by size of overprints and position.

By Harrison D. S. HAVERBECK

HE handstamped overprints offer a Type 4. Measures 12%%4x3 mm., applied
new challenge to the research stu- This item has only been seen by me on a piece
dents of Indian philately. In March and the town of origin is unknown.

and April of the year 1948 some new horizontally in violet to the 6 anna airletter.

varieties of the ‘“Pakistan” overprints were
received in this country through normal
channels. All of the used copies I have ex-
amined originated in the city of Peshawar in
the Northwest Frontier Province. Indian
sources have also reported the use of provi-
sionals from Quetta in Baluchistan and
from the capital city of Karachi. Local
sources, when questioned, reported as fol-
lows: “With regard to the overprint being
in different places, the Post Office has put a
stop to these, because they were overprinted
by unauthorized parties.”

These provisionals have one thing in com-
mon. They are all handstamped from rub-
ber stamps, and there is no regularity of
placement on the basic stamps. The over- Provisionals used on piece, such as
prints so far have been seen both in black that above from Karachi, reported as
and in violet inks. The normal lithographed Ealted because they were overprinted

! : 3 y unauthorized parties.
overprints are illustrated for comparison.
A brief description of the overprints that I
have examined follows:

Type 1. Measures 16%x3 mm., applied in
black ink. Seen both mint and on cover
from Peshawar. So far, known only on the
14 Anna “air plane” type.

Type 2. Measures 15%%x3 mm., applied
diagonally in violet ink. Seen on cover from
Peshawar. So far, known only on the 2
anna 6 pies “Dak Bullock Cart” type.

Type 3. Measures 17%4x3% mm., applied
in grey-black ink to the 6 anna air letter.
Known on cover from Peshawar.
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PAkKkisTAN—HANDSTAMPED OVERPRINTS

Y\?‘ )lr. -
Q;Q) % Road,
@ 7, New York, o/

United States.

Above: Type |, measuring 16% x 3 mm.,,
applied in black ink and known only on
the 14 annas ‘‘air plane’’ type.

Below: Type 2, measuring 15% x 3 mm.
applied diagonally in violet, known only on
the 2a.6p. ““Dak Cart” type.
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PARisTAN—HANDSTAMPED OVERPRINTS

I have not described the Quetta and Kara-
chi types mentioned above as 1 have not as
vet seen them. They are known upon the 1
and 2 anna king’s head stamps of British
India. At present, these provisional over-
prints have been seen on letters bearing dates
during March and April of 1948.

The problem posed by these stamps is a
simple one. Was there any official authori-
zation for the provisional overprint; what
cities issued them, and how long were they
in use? I have hopes that this brief state-

Left: Type 4, measuring 12% x 3
mm. on 6a. air letter. Above: Unused
copy of Type 1 on 14a. “‘air plane’ type.

ment will arouse enough curiosity among
students of the postal issues of Pakistan and
India so that further light will be shed upon
the subject.

I should like to thank Jules Wacht for the
loan of the material illustrated. Credit is
due to Henry Goodkind for arousing my
interest and in assisting me in obtaining in-
formation and material. S. Rodvien has been
helpful in obtaining information at the source.
Finally, I want to acknowledge my indebted-
ness to Jal Cooper, F. R. G. S., and to India’s
Stamp Journal for the information regard-
ing The Quetta and Karachi overprints.

Below: Type 3 applied to the 6 anna air letter from Peshawar.
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ALL AROUND
THE WORLD

In every part of the world where stamps are bought and sold the
name of Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. is renowned as that of the
leading firm of auctioneers of fine stamps. Philatelists know
that they can rely absolutely upon the service provided by a
firm which enjoys the complete confidence of the philatelic
world. That is why more and more collectors are sending their
fine stamps to us for sale.

Arrangements are now being made to include suitable properties
in auctions scheduled for the next months, and large or small
collections and single rarities can be accommodated. Write
at once for further details of the unrivalled auction service.
It costs no more.

Our catalogues are mailed to leading collectors and dealers
(by air when necessary) in Australia, Belgium, Central America,
New Zealand, Portugal, South America, South Africa, Sweden
and Switzerland and many other far off countries, thus assuring
maximum competition for your stamps.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Ine.

International Stamp Auctioneers

560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HARMER, ROOKE & CO., LTD.
2 Arundel Street, Strand, London, England
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Stephen
Gould
Paper Co.

629 WATER STREET
NEW YORK 2, N. V.
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@m'ce ofist

For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. stamps, the
Scott U. 8. Price List offers you the widest possible
choice — used, unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc.
Every U. 8. collector should have the latest edition,
now current. The list is free. Send for it today.

DISCOUNTS...

Scott’s quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as
market conditions permit. Discounts are from
10% to 60% (a few even higher). You can’t
go wrong on Scott’s prices.

CONDITION...

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are
no premiums for you to figure and you are
assured of stamps you will be proud to own. It
pays to deal with America’s oldest stamp firm.

ﬁ/d

Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc.

(America’s Oldest Stamp Firm)
1 West 47th Street New York 19, N. Y.
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CRYSTAL-MOUNTS FOR YOUR
A beautiful, safe, inexpensive SPECIAL NEEDS

protecting mount for stamps, ODMETIME every collector wants
S some special service. He wants to

blocks and covers. Used by sell his collection for the best pos-

sible price; he wants to buy a great

thousands of collectors. Made rariby o &N THMSHE] EEOLD Of SUGDBE
of sparkling crystal—clear cel- not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information

lulose acetate, approved for about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.

safety by U. S. Bureau of Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company
: m has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-

Standards.  Trial-order "As- sion, for collectors who wish to add to
sorted Package, 60c” from their collections or dispose of them in
; whole or in part. Collections for dis-

your favorite dealer, or posal are examined without cost (except
postage) to the owner and commissions

send to us for free samples. are charged only on completed trans-

actions. If you want to buy or sell . . .

Always Ask Morgenthau
J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.
ll. E' “A“BIS & Co. (Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co’. Inc.)
8 Transit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y.

-~ e, \. R

CUTS and FOLDS
TO FIT ALL SIZES

CANADA & B. N. A. ESSAYS and PROOFS

I Now Have The Most Extensive Stock in Existencee. Am Always Happy to Show or Send on Approval.

I HAVE THE MOST IMPORTANT AND VARIED STOCK OF

U. S. ESSAYS & PROOFS
Send for my U. S. Price List. Why Pay More?

Selections sent on 3 days approval at attractive prices. References requested from new customers.

CLARENCE W. BRAZER

415 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

The Only Dealer in Essays & Proofs Exclusively
(N. E. Cor. 43d St.), Tel. VAnderbilt 6-1777

THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE SPECIAL
PARTICULARS FREE ANNOUNCEMENT

All business correspondence and the New Issue Service will
be carried on at the following address until further notice:

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX  Phone: Rotherfield 153

My Strand Office is still open and a good stock and wide range of British and
British Colonials is available for filling in wants and missing varieties.

"Business As Usual in Spite of Reduced Staff

R. ROBERTS Dealer In Rare Stamps 430, STRAND, W. C. 2

PHONE—TEMPLE BAR 2888 Importer of New Issues CABLES—EXSTAMPUS. LONDON
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN STAMPS FROM “DOWN UNDER”
YOU SHOULD CONSIDER SUBSCRIBING TO

Philately from Australia

THE NEW QUARTERLY TO BE PUBLISHED BY
The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria
IN MARCH, 1949

With the appearance of this new journal, long and carefully planned, a new
standard will be set in Australian philatelic publication. The journal will
reflect the best in Australian philatelic study, writing and thought. It will
deal almost entirely with the Australasian Scene (Commonwealth, States and
Pacific Islands) old and new, specialised, general and critical, and will be
entirely original. If you require reference material, here it is—

AUTHORITATIVE, ILLUMINATING, ATTRACTIVELY ILLUSTRATED AND PRESENTED

Subscription: U. S. and Foreign, $2 (U. S.) per annum, post free, payable
in advance by remittance (with address) to:

The Business Manager, Philately from Australia
Box 222, G.P.O.

Melbourne, Australia

/4

Regular Monthly Auction Sales

*

Three Days’ Sale Each Month
(1800 LOTS)

Catalogue Free Upon Request.
We provide every possible serv-
ice including appraisal, expertiz-
ing, and cash in advance.

Lots will be carefully described.

*

BILLIG & RICH
55 W. 42 STREET, ROOM 630-1
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Specialists & Experts for Foreign Stamps.
Over 25 Years in Business.

Phone PEnnsylvania 6-7637

N

MISSION
MIXTURE

We have purchased a quantity of
mixture that does not appear to
have been picked over. Naturally
the bulk of the mixture consists of
common low values of the current
War issue, but there is a fair sprink-
ling of high values, airmails, spe-
cials, commemoratives and New-
foundland. Sold just as received

from Canadian and Newfoundland
missions.

$1.50 PER LB. 10 LBS. $14.00

J. N. SISSONS

204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Can.

= \
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS
wires sares sia & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

sRITISH

Complete except for the great rarities, this 128-page
catalog, with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con-
venient reference, lists and prices all major varieties of
the countries included. It serves not only as a valuable
check list and guide, but also as a reliable source of supply
for these popular stamps at economical prices. Every coi-
lector needs this useful and authoritative catalog. 'Send
for a copy today if you do not already have one.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE P

With 128 pages, informative write-ups, and beautiful SR
illustrations. this comprehensive catalog lists and prices
one of the most attractive of all special groups: The 20th
Century Issues of Modern Europe. Here you will find —
from Andorra to Vatican City — those attractive stamps
which tell so vividly the story of our own times, and
which have enjoyed such rapidly increasing popularity in
recent years. Send for a copy today and see for yourself
why “Modern Europe” is one of the most interesting and
important stamp catalogs ever published.

Sent for 10¢ to Cover Mailing

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS

Devoted to one of the most popular of all the special
groups, this beautiful illustrated 128-page catalog lists —
from Aden to Zanzibar — the 20th Century Issues of the
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far as we know,
it is the only publication of its kind in the world: and
since it is backed by what we believe to be the most
comprehensive existing stock of British 20th Century
issues, we feel certain you will find it invaluable : both as
a reference list, and as a convenient source of supply —
at favorable prices — for these none-too-plentiful stamps.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

AIRMAIL STAMPS ==

“Quite the finest thing in the airmail line to appear in ;‘Y\ML}}QMAIL
the U. S. A."—George Van Den Berg. “Best presentation bibabivnces
yet made of the fascinations of collecting airmail stamps.
A must for every collector.”—Stamps Magazine. “One of
the finest volumes. . .. In effect, a complete priced catalog
of the world’s airmail stamps.”—Linn’s Weekly Stamp
News. “Attractive prices.”—Camden Courier-Post. “Most
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen.
« « . A valuable guide and check list, well worth a dollar.”
—Weekly Philatelic Gossip.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL

To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying—at
generous prices—collections and accumulations of postage stamps, provided

they are worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisals, good prices and prompt
payments—with no haggling or delays—have made us innumerable friends
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . . Send for our free booklet of val-

uable information, “If You Have Stamps to Sell,” and read it for your own
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request.

H. E. HARRIS & CO., 61 Transit Bldg., BOSTON 17, MASS.
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WE HAVE . . .
A Very Fine Stock of

I TIT Vi3 BF PHILATELIC
0¥ LWMYHE [ ITERATURE

WHICH INCLUDES SOME 70,000 ITEMS
BOOKS « PAMPHLETS « MAGAZINES

We issue a Periodic Magazine and Price List. @ You are welcome to come
in and browse. @ We are also interested in purchasing a good philatelic

library. Correspondence invited.

PAUL BLUSS, Philatelic Bookstore

31 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK I19. N. Y.

We Carry BRITISH EMPIRE Exclusively

OUR STOCK, one of the most compre-
hensive 1n the country, offers you the
opportunity to select what you need in
British in singles or sets, mint or used.
Your wants list will receive careful atten-

tion. For satisfaction the . . .

“EQUITABLE WAY,”
Send 1n your Want List Today

EQUITABLE STAMP COMPANY

505 5th AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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AUCTION
PRIVATE SALE

We are in the market for very
fine U. S. and Foreign material,
either on or off cover. Immedi-
ate cash 1s available for worth-
while properties. We will either
purchase your collection out-
right or advance a substantial
amount against sale at auction.
If necessary we will travel any
distance to view a sizeable col-
lection or accumulation. Hold-
ings worth $10,000 and over

preferred.

A. P. 5. & 5. P. A,

JOHN A. FOX
116 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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Visit US at mocée/e//er eenter
@n t/ze @romenaa/e

Coronet Stamp Shop

650 FIFTH AVENUE BRITISH EMPIRE BUILDING

SINCE 1929 CONSIGNMENTS SOLICITED
I am Prepared to Sell

AIRMAILS EXCLUSIVELY For You

—at —
Is Your PUBLIC AUCTION
AIRMAIL WANT LIST Any Philatelic Property
A Difficult One? SUCH AS
® One of the choicest and Stamps, Covers, Franks,
: Autographs, Books, etc.
most comprehensive stocks of
mint airmails is at your The charges are fair and results
of sales show satisfactory prices.

service. Personal attention If you have 2 Tuspe zallsedion, ar

and moderate priccs too. single items of merit, I shall be
pleased to have you get in touch

with me.
L. W. CHARLAT l
Mint Airmails Exclusively g S‘IchSTB"'D colbq E

180 Broadway i\ New York 7, N. Y. lsos FIFTH AVENUE  NEW YORK |7I
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Monthly Auction Sales

At The

Collectors Club
in New York

We Will Be Happy
To CommUNICATE WITH COLLECTORS
Desiring to Take Advantage of the Present High Market.

Write for Catalogs to

Laurence & Stryker
7 East 42nd St. New York 17, N. Y.

Sanaéﬂa S

AIR POST CATALOGUE
1949 EDITION

will be /u/[g revised
ana/ 6roug/tt up-to-alate

THE ONLY COMPLETE
GUIDE TO

Air Post Collecting

ORDER NOW!

NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC

521 5th Ave. at 43rd St. New York 17, N. Y.
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GIMBELS
MINT SHEET ALBUM

Gimbels Famous Mint Sheet Album. 100 glassine
pockets, looseleaf in sturdy, hard covers. For
your full sheets of U. S. stamps . . . . $4.50
Additional pockets Packet of 100 . . . 250

Gimbels Famous Mint Sheet File. 24 glassine pock-
ets, heavy cover . . . . . . . . . .50

Gimbels Famous Pocket Stamp File. 24 glassine
pockets. Handy for plate number blocks. Fullest
protection . . . . . . . . . . . A3

Mail and phone orders filled for $1.01 and over.

Beyond Gimbels delivery area, postage extra please.

GIMBEL’S

World’s Largest Stamp Departments

9th AT MARKET 33rd AND BROADWAY
PHILADELPHIA 5, PA. NEW YORK 1, N. Y.
Phone: Walnut 3300 Phone: PEnnsylvania 6-5100
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THE TIME TO SELL YOUR TOP OF THE
COLLECTION IS AT THE MARKET

PRESENT prices at public auction are the highest
they have been in years. Many new records
have been set during the past season.

UR 1949 season will be an active one. Sev-
eral important properties have already been
booked. If you contemplate disposing of your

collection, now is the opportune time. Early list-
ings enable us to properly publicize forthcoming
sales, especially to our Foreign Clientele.

WE are Auction Specialists and our efficient and
up to date service assures you the maximum
in results.

XX (e

ARLY dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad-
vances pending sale—De Luxe catalogs plus
expert supervision of all properties by experi-
enced philatelists.

IF you prefer to sell your collection intact, we can

offer a PRIVATE SALES SERVICE which special-
izes in selling properties at the owner’s valuation.

IRWIN HEIMAN
2 West 46th Street New York 19, N. Y.
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IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL

PREPARE TO SELL THEM NOW..!
IERE ARE THE REASONS WHY:

1 Our Auction Catalogues are distributed all over the world, and bids are ||
received from over three hundred postal bidders for every sale, with an

average of eighty buyers on the floor.
® The stamp market is strong.

:}  The Philadelphia auctions of Reobson Lowe, Inc. have been setting many

records for prices realised, with consequently pleasant protit to sellers.

/ Robson Lowe, Inc. offers you attractive two-colour art catalogues, timed

auction sales, valuations on every lot and many other innovations which

| have made our Philadelphia sales as outstanding in the United States as the

. auctions at 50 Pall Mall are outstanding in England.

You Want The Best Net Results—We Get Them
_*__
To arrange for the sale of your stamps, simply
write to Arthur Pierce, Managing Director of
Robson Lowe, Inc., who will give your problems
his personal attention.
_*_

Write to-day to

ROBSON LOWE. ENC.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP DEALERS and AUCTIONEERS
1320 WIDENER BUILDING

PHILADELPHIA 7, PA., U. S. A.
Telephane: Locust 4-1367

In association with

ROBSON LOWE, LTD.

50 PALL MALL, LONDON S. W. 1
Telephone: Abbey 4034 Cables: ‘‘Stamps, London”

Also at BOURNEMOUTH and MELBOURNE




FEver Had Your Watch Repaired
by a Blacksmith?

Under the spreading chestnut tree

The village smithy sits

Hacking at watches with might and main,

Spoiling all the bits

The fact that he knows nothing of 'em

Causes him no crisis

Sure he will repair your watch
And look how cheap his price is!

Never had your watch repaired by a black-
smith? Why many of them would quote you
a lower price than an experienced watch-
repairer. What'’s the matter with a black-
smith repairing a watch? He’s good at
shoeing horses.

If therefore you feel so sure a man with a
specialized knowledge is necessary in the
repair of a watch, surely the same should
apply in a highly specialized medium such as
philately.

In the H. R. Harmer Organization, com-
menced by Mr. H. R. Harmer over 50 years
ago and still active as its President, it has
been appreciated that no one man can have
an extensive knowledge of all sides of phila-
tely. In consequence there are specialists
for various countries or groups, e.g. United
States, British Empire, Foreign, Air Mails,
etc. In addition these specialists-within-
specialists have behind them extensive
libraries and reference collections.

How does this specialization assist you as
buyer or seller? As a buyer it ensures that
what you are buying is what is described
and not what it is believed is described.
Equally this extensive philatelic knowledge
prevents repaired and other ‘‘doctored”
stamps being incorrectly offered.

As a seller it ensures you that any finer
points of rarity, whether by reason of post-
mark, multiple, on cover, etc., are appre-
ciated by the describer, catalogued accord-
ingly with subsequent increased realization.

Yet another point in favor of the H. R.
Harmer Organization is that they do not
purchase stamps but act solely as agents for
sale by auction or through their Private
Treaty Department.

Mr. H. R. Harmer commenced with this idea
back in the last century and has maintained
it ever since. He felt that it is impossible to
be impartial with dual interests of purchasing
or obtaining collections for auction.

The H. R. Harmer Organization with a
1009% interest in auctioneering brings out
the most accurate, elaborate and fully il-
lustrated catalogues published. Catalogues
are sent to a mailing list culled from the
three Houses. Stamps are sold, therefore,
not locally, not within the United States
only, but throughout the world. Considerable
additional work but no extra charge.

Extensive advertising is taken in leading
philatelic journals, daily papers and monthlies
throughout the World. Considerable addi-
tional expense but no extra charge.

Publicity is given freely by the stamp editors
who know that when H. R. Harmer sends out
a press release it is not a trade “‘puff,”’ it is
news! Our thanks to them.

And so, this time, whether your interest be
in buying or selling, consult the American
House of the H. R. Harmer Organization
where the finest stamps are offered in ac-
cordance with the best traditions of philately.

H. R. HARMER. Ine.

32 EAST 57th STREET. NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

NEW YORK

LONDON

SYDNEY






