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14th Annual Aero Philatelists Convention 

Featuring The 7 c Air Mail Coil Stamp 
First Day Ceremonies 

ln thl' ordinan· l'Ulll'se of e\'l•nts. t ht•l'l' would hnn• bet•11 11 1·onwntio11 oC 
.\ 1.>1·0 Phila tdists in.1960 most likely in t>itlwr :\ew York or Philn<lelphia. This 
wn" no Ol'!lin111·~· l' \' l'llt. howe,·l.'r. Fu1· the fi1·-;t time in its lonir histor~· . AF.RO 

1'1111..\TELl:i'l':i was honored with tht' first day l't•n•111onit>s for an air mail tnmp. 
The Post Offi<·e l>epa1·tme11t Rt>le11se of ::\111,,· 11. 1960 had statell: 

"Tlw 7-<·<'nt .\ ir )£ail in c-oil form will bl' first pla<·!'d on sale October 22. 
1960. at .\ tla11ti<· ('ity. :\ew Jersey. in <·onjull(·t ion with tilt' annual c·o1wpntion 
of .\ ero Phib1tl'lists, !1w. This l!l'OUp will nwt>t durinl! tlw 2:>th anniYe1·sary 
t•xhibition of the Nouth .Jerse~· ~tamp C'lub-; (HO.JEX ! <h·tob1·1· 2 1-23. 1960 nt 
t ht• .J e rfe1-son Hotel. .. 

Thu-;, the loc·ull' of tlw c·o1\\'entio11 wns set for ~\ tl1111ti1· C'it.'" :\ . . J. .\ 
hnppiC'r c>hoi<'l' 1·1mlcl not haw bN•n mad<•: .\th111ti c· ('ity is 11 l'Cll1\'1•ntion 
m<'C'<'ll i 11 the l'n II and I he wea t he1· was pro pit iuus fur 11 g-lorious W<'ek·l' tHI l'or 
thl• n('Ul'h· one hund1·l'd ffil'ffibt'l'S lllll( Wi\' l'S ut' .\ERO 1 '1111.A'l'l-:l.IS'l'~ who flo1•kt•d 
to th<> t·or; ,,l'ntion from both ;\1•w Yo1·k 1111'1 Phil11d1•lphi11. Yl' "· th<> Philaut-lphin 
l'Olltinl!t'lll wa-; out in !,!OOdl~· numbt' l's. 11~ usual. 

The First Day Ceremonies, Saturday, October 22, 1960 

Tlw hi1thlil£hl or tht• three du~· week-end \\'HS. of {'QUI'~(>, the first clay 
l'l' remonie · for the new fire-red 7<· air mail <·oil -;tamp in honor of AF.RO PHll..,\T~:-
1.1~'1':-i. Thest• wel'l' lwld in tlw t' Xhibition hull of thr .Jpf'feri;on Tlotel. .\ fter 
·mnw introdu<·to1',\' r·emarks b,, . . \I r. Clil'fcll'll 1'' . Bil'llt'r. 1·1H·hai1·111an of the 

.11 ro Pli i /11/1 / j,,/ . I 111111/x .;; 



JY6U ( 'O.Yr E.\'7'10 .\' 

. '().JEX t•xhibit ion l·ommittc•1\ onr mrn .John .J. Britt took m·1·r us ) Lasll' I' of 
( 'cremonies. .t\dch·1•: s1•-; of wt•lc·onw wcn · madc• b,\· Ph ilip Hilwr. Pr<'-;id<' nt 11 1' 
.u :no l'l l fl .,\ T~:1.1sTs a11d ) ! rs. )Ian ) I. C:ormh·,·. llw new P1·1'-;id1•n1 of HO.JEX. 
)11·. Hih·e1"s n•mal'ks s1n•;st'tl 1he 'new period 0°1' liason with tlw l". H. Po-;1 <Hfic·1· 
l>e p11 r tmcnt whic· h h<' <' t1"isio1wtl us stal'tin:.? wit h these <'Cl't•moniNL \\' it houl 
sa c riri (·in~ its ma in objc<'l in • o( dis.<wminalion of infon1111tion about air· mail 
. tamps. thc organization fell that b.'· partic·ipation in 1·t•remo11ies for fu111r1• air 
mail issu1•-;, the public· mi:rht :rl't lo know mor t' about it anti its a im-;. Thu-;. 
the honor o f t he fir'>t llay rcrcmon.'· was not an 1•ncl in its1•11' but simpl,\· a ntl':ms 
towards 1111 c>ml. 

Mr'. B ri t t then i11t rotluc·1•d ~Ir. F'rnnkli11 R. Bruns, .Jr .. l> irel'\01· of llw 
Division ol' P hilakl.' · of the Post < Hfi<-e Depa1·1 men I. ) l r'. B runs. a ftp1· a br·ic•[ 
talk. pro<·ee<led with the ritual. whiC'h is a hallm ark of ph ilalt•lit· fi r,..1 du.'· 
sen ·ir1•-;. the prese11tution or spel' ia l Houn•nir Albums 1n·1•11:11·1•d b.'· th1• Post 
Offic·c Dep<1 rtnw nt. For this oc·c·e1sion. the albums c·ontai111'd a mint pail· of 
the 71· nir ma il roil stamps aml 11 pa ir of the stamps on ri1·st da,\· <'ll\'t•1· nulo· 
g-raplwd by Postnrnstl' I' Gl'lll' t·al 1\ r thur E . Hu111mr 1·fii•ld . .\Imo l'1tll •. \T1•:1.1:-:T:-:' 
membt' rs, who were p1·esentc>d with thc•se albums. w<'l'C' Philip Hih·PI'. P1·p:-id1•nt : 
Loui-; :\. :-ih1ub. 1', irs t YiC'c P resid t>nt : ll ar1·y .\ . ITolman. Hl•t·n·t a1T: B1·rn:ml 
Fink. Tn•a-;nrr1·; ll1•111·y ) l. Uo111lki11d , l·:diim·: anti P 11 :-t Pn•-.id1•1;1-; .John .J. 
Hl'itt , Ht 11 1tl l',\' R Rit·t• ancl .Jules L . ' V'u r ht. 

.\ fl t•!' lhP 1·e1·emonies lrnd t·<m<·luded. tl11• b1·o<'hun• 1·ommit11·<· \\ P ill i11t o 
U<' l io11. l•'or this ON«lsion )I r . St1111b had gr11C'icn1s l,\· p1·rpa!'t•d a nd dr111r1l u l an 
<'XI renwh· Ira 11dsom1• soun·ni1· bt'O<' hnn· in l'ed, whik anti bliw. .\ t'fi xt'd w<• t·t• 
a mint p·ui1· of tlw <·oil i.t<1mps and u <·OY<'t' beal'inir a spe<·ial sra l 11 1' t lw i11 -;iJ?nia 
of .\l•1·0 Philat elist-;. Thesl· 1·0,·1• 1·s wr re t·a1w<•ll1•d with th1• -.p1•1· ial 1·011,·1•111ion 
<«lllt·t•lhttion pt·t'pun•d b,\· the Po:-.1 Offic·e lh•pal'tm<•nt whi<'h m• illu-.t rn t1•d 1111 

th r 1wxt page. 
Onl,\· :JOO ot' th1• l' SOU\'Cni1· bro<·httl'l'-; WCI'(' p1·1•pat·NI. ) lan.r \\'l'I'<' -;old at 

th t• <·Oll \'l'lltion and thrnngh th1• ma il"' at th1• establishNI pl'il'l• ot' .. ·1.00. . \ 
1111mb1·!' of 1ll1•s1• ha n • b<'cn rPsc•t·\·1•d for Oil I' <HI t ·<> l'-tow11 nwm bt'I'". and 1 h1·.'· 
will bt' l'<'tained for their orders for one mont h 11 rt1•1· th1• m11 ili11:.r of thi-. nol i<·t• 
in the .Ja11tl<ll',\", 1961 is-.ue of Olli' ma:razim•. Ho if ,\' OU want UIW . don ' t dt•ln,\'. 

T he Business Meeting 

This was !!11\'l'l('d to 01·der b,\· P1·esidc11t Philip Hiln•t· al 2 P . :\I. i11 tht' 
t 'onw11tio11 mN•tin:.? !'00111 al t lw .J effel'so11 Uotel. ) Lori' t h11n forty nwmb<•t·s 
Wt'I'(' pl'l'SCll t to helll' the l'CJlOl 'I-; of till' YariUllS oft'i ('t' l'S Untl the t•tlilOI' of the 
.\ F.HO l'llll. 1\TELl~T ,\ ::-:~.\ 1-'i , )I r . lf1•11n· )l. Uoodkind . SO!lll' or till' highli:.rht-; 
ma ,. be s111nma rize1l , as follows : · 

( a ) there has b!'l'll a s leacl .'· gl'owth in nwmb1•1·ship. 1/11 11rn· bloocl g-i ,·i11i.:­
Yigoro11s support to !Ill' oldl'I' and mol'<' exp1•1·i1•1H·Nl nwmb1•rs, 

( b ) the T n•as111·.'· has a tt ai ned a -;oh·e11l'.' ' 1111111aklwd in rel'cnl -''""'"· 
( l' ) many of tht' lfllill'lt'l'I,\· isSUl'S of till' .u:no P llll .. \T~: r . r~T .\ :-::-:.\ I.,... han• 

b1•e11 al most sold out tu thl· c·ollPding' p11bl i<' bt't·11use or lh1• i111<•n •-;1 
a l'OllSl'd b,\' SOlll l' 0 I' 1 he lllOl'C J>OpU l II I' ii rt i('!e:-. 

Tht• following- dit•t•<·tors wer (' elt'dt'd to -;l't'\'E.' l'o1· llw th 1·1•1•-y1•a1· tl'l'm 
c•111li11g- in 1963: 

.j \ 

Bc1·nn1·1l Fink 
Ilt>nry )I. Uomlkirnl 
11 11 1'1'.' ' .\ . H olman 
. ' um Hmhien 

J JI• J 11; I 



1960 C'O.\TE.YTIOS 

~RoPHii:A TELISTS t:UAVlNTIOH 

__ V_IA AIR MAIL 

ilfa ul'i<'C• Tri pet 
.Julc>s L. " ' a<·ht 

Following this, the Board of l>in•('tOrs unanimously l'l'·<! ll't te<l the t'ollow­
in!.! slall• or ol'fit•ci·s 1'0 1· the 1960-(il t(' l'lll : 

l'1'1 .ml1111 - Philip ~i 1 ,·e1· 

E.r<cttfit•< ric< Prtside11f 

We are philatelic auctioneers 
and specialize 
in providing 
a competitive market 
for stamp collections 
and other philatelic properties 

Over 30 years experience 
assures the maximum 
in results 

Your inquiry is welcome 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving America n Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel.: JU 2-2393 

. 11 r11 Ph i/1111'/i.,/ . I 111111/.• :i!l 



1.960 ('O.\T F..\'7' f O.\' 

F'frst l'il"I T'r1 .wlc11f - Louis :\. Stuub 
• 'ecrr lf11·y - Harry A. trolma11 
As.~i.~lrm/ . 1arlttry - Fru11k Olam: 
Trr(l.~1trN - Ht>rnnrd Fink 

The Exhibit 

AF:RO retL.\TF:Lt:iT:i hull undt>rtnkt•n tht> task of filling lh t> fr11ml's with 
outstanding air· muil material. l·'ur this wt• had bl'e11 allotted 7:=, out of' the 
11pp1·oximatt>l~· 23 r1·umes 11rnil11bll'. This quota was qui<·kl~· m<•t 1111d th!•n 
l'XN'etlcd. Entries h11d t·onw from the Nist to w<.'st <·ousts, truly :\l uim• to <'nli­
l"ornia and Ot·!'gon. The quulit~- or t he air muil stumps ex hibit l'll b,v til l' 
members W8S g<'IH'rllll~· ('X("efl ent t hroughout. .\,, U highlight, SOnlt' or t)W 
membet·s, who hud gui11NI awa rds in impo1·1unt 1rntio1111l and i11t<•r11utio1111l stump 
show,,, exhibitl•d 011e l'n1me e<H·h of air mnil ral"iti(.'s in a 11on-<·omp(.'liti\"(1 l'ourt 
or Honor. Wt• list thc•-;t> herewith : 

.John .J. Jhitt .... .............. l ir .!foil l'rf111fs 
Hic·h11 rd \Y. 'unmn n .. .. .. .. ... ('hi11a 
B(.'rtrnt·d }<'ink .. .. ... . ......... Om[ Z<JJfJffin co1·rrs 
·Ta<·Ob H. Wasc>r . ... . . ......... ('o/ombia 
Tlenry :\I. Goodki11tl ...... . . .. . • 4ir .l/ail • · b/111 rliiJJ.~" of 1/11 world 
Thomas .\ . ~lutthews ........... f"niltd 8/al c.~ 
. 'tunle~· R. Ri<'l' .... . . .. ........ J"lir .llrtil R11rili1s 
Tru Heebu<"he1· ......... ..... . .. Frrnclt Pim1ur Fliultls 
Dr. R. II. Slm1d~· ............. ."011i-Offici11ls 
Philip . 'ih·e1· . .. .............. _ f"ru t11111y 
:\l uuri<·(.' Tt·ip<.'t ............... _ 81l'ifzulr111d 
.Jtalrs L. \Y1H·ht ............... 1'11/Jllfl 

.H:RO P llllSrF:l.l l'i'l'l'i also rurnislwd th<· judg(.'s fo1· thr (.'11 ti1•t• So.il'X l'Xhibit. 
('huirma11 of tlw Board of .Jud~t>s wa-; 11 1•111·.'· :\I. <:oodk ind. ,\ ERO 1•1111 •. \'l"Et.tsTs 

members who s1•J'\'t>d on thr boa1·d wrrr: l·' rrd B11r0Yic·k. Br rnunl !<'ink. 
Htanle~- R. Ri<'<' and Ira SN•ba<·lw1·. Spe11·e prohibits listing the mtH"(.' than liO 
<•xhibitor:; who n·<·t•i\'l'd 11wn1·cls. \\'l• c·onfi nt' oursrln•s to th1• air mail srt· tion : 

till 

AERO J>J/JLATELIS'l'S UH A.\'f) AH' A.HD : 
:\I ux (:old - 1930 (;mf z, P/J1fi11 f li{Jhl co1•1 r.~ 

( ' /wpfcr .Yo. 1 'I'roph y: 
ll1•rb<.'rt A. Feist - Bl"llzil 

('/lftpfcr S o. 5 1'roplt !I: 
Harr~· .\ . Holman - A11sfri11 

Br.~I Rc~wrrlt 'I'roplty: 
ll erb<•1·t Bernstein - C'mwry Tslu11cls 

Rl.~/ Sp<cilll iud 1'1·oph y: 
,John H. Dilwo1·1h - l11di11 Rol'kffs 

r:old A.lt'lll"d.~: 
\\~ . . J. ' hambt•rl in - Early l'. S. Airm,,il &· Zt pprli11 1·r11·crs 
TI11rry 8c·holz - .lfinf Um[ Z1 pprlin .~fllmps 

, il rr r .J. w111·ds: 
Edward P . Bendt>r - l". S. um/ l"rny1111y 11ir m11ils 
l1011is ;\. Htanb - / l11l11 1111d ('oltmir.~ 

./1111111rr11. /!Iii/ 



t .960 ( '0.\TJ.J.\''1'10.\' 

Bronze .111'rt1·ds : 
.Jan Bul'l - Hoo.~Cl'rll 11ir nwil.'I 
Florenc·e Ortale Brown - (irnf Zcppc/111 flights 
.\lbert Philip ('ohen - Around /111 wurld fliyltls 
l'luyton .J. C:oodpust01· - .d.Noyrm11111es 
Il c•rmun Kt'l'st - l'/11/i11{/ I mperf. Allmfro8.'I 8(111111u of Cr11y1111 11 
Brnt>. t E. S('hust (' r - Air L r/Irr ' /11•tl .'I 
Herman Seltzc1· - Prmicr ct· Cnloni(.'I - A°.'1.~11.11s (l· l'ro11f.'I 

C'rrlific11/ p11 of .lien'/: 
8. .\. Keize1· - U11afcu1111a 
,fa<·k Klein - Russia 
\\'illium N . Mrud - Air L<lfcr • lt et/ .'I 
riuns Sothman - C11fll1111lt fliohfs 
An!!Plo .J. Zappiu·osta - \'11fiM11 ('il y 

The Annual Dinner 

-:\o <·onvention is c·omplete without tlw annual 8atunlay night di111w1'. '!'his 
was a joint undertakin!! or AERO l 'H IL A1'F:1.1sTs and the , ojex Committt:e in 
c·onnection with the silver anniversu1·~· or the latter group. Thf're were more 
than 150 philateli ts anu their wives in attendan('e. The master or ceremonies 
\\'US our ubiquitous Mr. J ohn ,J. Britt and the princ·ipal spea ker and iruest or 
honor. )lr. Franklin R. Bruns. jr. who <leli\'f' red a short but moYing speed1. 
'l'hen followed the presentation of award:; atlll another unnuul c·om'<.'ntion ha<l 
made histo1·y. ( Philip il1·c•r) 

The Best Price 
For Your Stamps 

that's what you want, of course, when you decide to sell. 
To be assured of this, the wise step is t o choose an auction 
se rvice with a sterling reputation, a long record of successful 
sales with high realizations, and the know-how that comes 
with many years of experience. 

Harmer Rooke qualifies fully. Let us advise you on your 
stamp-selling problem. If you are not familiar with our ser­
vice, we will be glad to send you our latest folder describ­
ing it. Write us today! 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36. 

lnter11ational .tluct foneers of Fine Stamps 

. I t rt> Ph i /1111'/ist . 1 111111/.~ Iii 



UNITED ST A TES 

2c Bicentennial Air Mail Revalued 
On Size S Envelope 

By Thomas A. Matthews 

In the AERO l' ITll.ATEl.I:o-;T AXXAL." or Ap1·il , 1960 ( \-ol. \TT. Xo. -! ) wa!I nn 
artil0 lC' on the disrovrr~· of a pre,·iously tmknow11 Cit- on 2r air mail s11r<·ha1·!!l' 
of 19-!6 on tht• smulh·r - 8ize ;) - post al sta tio1w1·y. The author, Emmett 
PctC'r, .Jr .. w1·ote that this was tlw onh· 011 r so fat· knO\rn . Jt ,,·us us<•d 0 11 the 
fi rst r egular ~whcdnle<l rtil!hl from th~ C:rC'atcr Pittshut·l!h . \il'(>Ol'I. ~Ii·. Pelf' t' 
ron<·l udecl It i. a rt itle as fol lows: 

"Thr writ er would like to know if a tl\" mor!' Seott {"('!) exist i11 Siz<· :i . 
• \ dditional in formation or mati•rial mi~ht · lwl p clcc·idC' whcthl't' this find i. 
a 'shPPJl · 01· a ' 1!0 111 • ... 

Reeentl~- J hacl OC'C'llsion to go tht'Ollf!h m~- col1N·tio11 or 1'11i tcd :~Ha tes 
ait· mail postal staticmery. aml C'a me upon what )Ir. Peter would «onsi<ler " two 
morC' sheep.· · [ found two <·opies of the. <' • ize :i en,·l'lopr-.:: both u1·e unused. 
A . the illustl'ations show. one b<•111·s the Type 2 surc·harl!C" the other· u T~·pe . 

AIR 
,:·~~.:~ l 
I ·"' ' ''.' f· • -n .. -
.q:' 7- .- -_; ~) 

. ·-· -·=--

62 .fa111111r!/, 1.'1111 



AUSTRIA'S FIRST AIR MAIL ISSUE 

Flight Covers From The Provincial Capitals 
Jfr. Ed1ci11 JJ11ctl<r of ~"w York. X Y. p1·e.sentl~· is probabl~· the out­

standing authority in the world on .\ustrian philately. and pos.-;iblr the greatest 
Austriiln tamp st udent of all time. This magazine is in<lt>bh'd to him for 
the aceount he1·ewith rt-rorded. 

During a 1960 ~ational Exhibition in ~1·w York l'it~-. .\ERO l'lllI.A'l'Et .1sTs 

p:11·tic-ipated in the eompet iti'·" pal't. Among the ai1· mail exhibits was one of 
the earl~· ai1· mail stamps of_\ 11.st1·ia shown by o u1·. 'ec-1·ctal',\', Hal'r_v A. Holman 
of Asto1·ia. ~. Y. Ile had a c:ompr·ehen. iv(' showin~ or ('OYers of the fil'St 
issue. In the field of <h' ro-philat ely, these 191 l·ow1·:s 1111J l·al'ds al'e more 
historically intc1·est i11g- than sca r·cc. 'ro o ul' knowled~e no one. who ,·iewed this 
exhibit, obscr,·ed unrthinJ? m1usual ol' outstandin)!. But when this great 
Aust1·ian .·pe<>ialist eam<• alon~ anti was examining thi .\ustrinn ait· mnil Pxhibit , 
i\f1·. Edwin )Lueller exelaimed: 

" Finally after ~·ea rs of sPa r·c·hing-, I havl' at last found sonH' c·o,·ers that 
we knew must exist a<·tording to the postal ret·ords, but these two post cn1·ds 
(sec l•'igs. 1 and 2) are thl' rir·st of this kind I lnt,·e s('cn ! Ll't 11w tell ~·ou wh.'· 
they a l'C .'O ,·cry sc·a rre. · · 

· . \n. tria begun an air· mail se1·,·ic-r in 191 , an<l for flights between the 
tl11·ec r itic of Yienna. Lcmbl'rg- and Knirow b.'· military planl's and pilot: a 
E't or th1·ee OYerprintcd stamps WCl'C issued Oil ~[an·h 30, 191 , (Seott Cl-3). 

Cntil the end of June 191, , thC' nir mail srr·dee operat ed only betwe('11 th<' 
afor·emcntioned thrl'I' c· ities. In Yienna , this spe<-ial air mail was acc·eptc<l 
only at th<> )l ain Post Ol'ri<'<'. 

On .July 1, 191 ' the srt·Yi<-E' wi1s extended. In cuc·h of the 13 Au trian 
Pro,·inees. air m11il wa. acl'cptrd in the c-n pital C' itie. but on ly at their )Lain 
Post Of'fic-es. As for Yiennn. air mail c·ould now be sent ut 1111~· of thC' H 
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Fig. I. (Photos by Boutrelle l 
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Bram·h Post 0 t't'i<·es. '1.'/11 official l"l cords discfus1 1/1111 d 11 ri11y 1/11 1110111/1 of 
Jul y 191 all of f11 c:1c nrn• :27 posl offices acccpf<d a lo/al of 706 11ir mail frlfff.~ . 
The first a ir mnil in A nst ria lustr(l until lll'tober l :J. 1918. Tints, dul'ing- the 
entire per iod from July 1.~I lo October J.ilh, 11 Ii/fie lrss fh1111 1.000 fr/ff I'S wet'l' 
senie<'<l at these 27 post o l"fict's. TIH'i,;e sta ti st it·» 1·e,·cu I two th ing-s. Firs t or 
ull. 11ot man~· people m<1dc use or this nc•w a i1· h1ail se1Ti<·c. In the• se<·ond pla<'t'. 
almost 7:1/{ of the air mail from the 13 ProYineiul Cupitals and the 1-l- Yicnna 
Rn11H:h P ost Ofl'iePs wen t in tlw first month . Th is is bl•<·ausc• the bulk or the 
l·On•1·s were mailed b~· philatelist:.. 'onsequent ly, om• <·an u11dt•rst11n<l wh~· 
c·omn1crciu l co,·ers with .Austl'iu ' l , '2 01· C3 a1·e so muc·h mo1·c desirable an<l 
scu reer tha11 philakliC' cards or 1·0\'Crs. It seems 1·ema1·kabk thut 1'\'l'I' sinc·e the 
stamps were i."uecl in 19 1 ', this experienC'etl Au- t1·ian sp('(·ialist. :\Ir. Edwi11 
) Jueller, knew that somt• air mai l was <l('('l'pted at the Pr0Yi1wiul l'upita ls, but 
the first he enr saw were the two pjece · in ll a n~· .\ . Jlolman ·s exhibit in 
Xcw York, :X. Y. in 1960. 

)[1·. )fueller Mll1llll'nt cd ;it lc•11gth on these two post t'urds. Bot h wen' 
muiletl b~· u philatelist he knew at t h!' time to anot he1· phih1t el ist. Thr fi rst 
( l•'ig. l ). is 11umbe1·cd "I " in tlw lowPr lrft lrnnd c·o r1w1·. This w11 :-. m11il1•d 1'1·om 
Pn1gne. the11 the C'apital ol' the Pro\°in('c or Bohc111ia in thr .\ ust 1·ian Empirc. 
It was postetl 11" thr c·anl'<~ll ation 1·11yeuls on ,Jnl~· I , 191 ' at ' a. 111. Mt·. )ltiell!'r 
points out that in tht• <·enter or ra neellu tions. thr Homnn numbrrs at thr t'llll 
si~nif~· morning rnniling-s, whil1• Arabic· num rnils an• l'or mail postNI after noon. 
Pig-. 1 went by train from Prague 1o \ "ienna. where it w11s srn·itecl for lli r mail 
on Jul~· 1, 1918 at 3:30 a . m. TIH• \ "iclllrn postma1·k (st•t•n clcu ret· on l•'ig. 2) 
r eads ut the bottom, " \\"ien I. .. This indic·ates handlin:? at the ) lai n Post 
Offi<:l'. It then Liew to Lrmbeq! whr1·t• it is backstanqJctl .July 3, HJ1 . Then• 
i.· one a<l<l ition ul mutter or philateli<' inll' l'l' ·t on this c·a t·tl. The an ·ow points 
to the 2.50 K. air stump. '!' his hus f/11 .•c·11rc< [J(rfrm1lirms J:!•2J· J1~2 ( Nm// 
C2c} . 

IH Jc11111ary, 1961 
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Fi:.r. :2 i:-. 1rntnbl·l'l·d · ·:2·· in th1• lowC'r IC'rt t·o1·1H'1·. ft w1•nt tht• ~inw mute 
as Fi:.r. I. Ob,·iously what tlw Sl'lldC'r llid \nts to tak1• thc> l-C't of thl'e<' air mails 
;ind to tnllkl· thl· -l K. 1·ate. hr affixed t' 1 and ( ':2 on 01w post l·artl and t':3 011 
t hr ot hc1· . 

• \ ftrr hcari11J.! all this interC'sting- inrol'n111 tion r1·on1 ~I r. J•;dwin )lucll t•1·. 
tlw thou:.rht ot«·urNI to us that 1wd1ups mo1·p of t lwsc s<-U l'«l' ui1· mail «O\'c1·s or 
c·ards from PnH'i1wial ('apitals ma~· l'C'main u11noti<-ed in otht'r air mail t·olle«­
tions. as t lwsP two 1·urds WC't·r in )fr·. llolm1111 ·~ . This pron•s why 1·ollt•ttor" 
should c-arefully ~tudy the matel"ial the.'· own. 11nd wh~· philatelist:.. who n •ad 
and st ud.'·· rather than just rill album sp111·p:-,. in t lw t'lld tum out to be the 
happiest and l'ic·hcst 1·ollt•t·to1·s. ( II . J I . U. ) 

UNITED ST A TES 

The 1918 Air Mail Issue 
An Interesting Slogan Used On Some Mail 

T lw i111t•1·rst or 1101 only <ll'i·o-phila tt'lis ts. bu t also l ·nitt,d Hh1te:-, stump 
<-ollc<"ttll·s in tht• first ai1· mail i:-.-.ue (H«utt l' l -3 ) i-. steatlil~· J.!l'Owin:.r. SpN·ial­
izatiun with both tlw srnmps and 1·0,·e1·s ha~ shown ;i marhd itH·reast> so that 
a II_\' IH'W cl is<-O\'t• ry or fi llll is llt'W-<Wlll't h~·. 

191 wus the la"t .n•ar of \\'orld \\"a1· I. TJl(•r!'rcm.>, a most fi t tinJ.! s le>J.!1111 
ma rkinJ.! was applied. P1•rhaps 11w1·1· 1·owrs than knmn 1 rl'C·ei\'(•tl thi · m11rki11g, 
bnt now this i-I0/,!1111 set'lll:-, to be quill• Sl'll l'C:C. 0 11 ).\· three ha\'l' bc•1•11 Sl't'll SO rur; 
sm·1·l~· then• should be more. 

This is a threl•-linc• ~Jugan nil in 1·11pi1al lt•ttl'I'" 1·padi11g : 

81-11d " f, flt r b!I 11irpf11111. 
E.~ptcialf!I lo 0111 ·· 0 1·1r 'l'fttn" 

II wiff In " rrnf I rm/ 

)lJUUsll'Clll'U hen • is Ollt' CXlln1Jlll• or this s)Og'Hll Oil lht> ba«k or ;in air 111ail t•()\'(.'I' 
or ()(-tobl•r 3. 191 . with thr l(fr g'l"l'l' ll stamp (Hc·ott (.'2 ). The• other two Sl'l'll 
wert• ulso on <-o,·e1-:-. with till' l!i« i.r1·epn stamp. both mailC'd in HC>ptt>mbc•r HllH. 
Ob,·ioush· with tlw l' IH' or the \\'Il l' in :'\on-mbl'I. 19 1 . the 1wed ror this int!'l'est­
inir slo~tin t·t•ased. althoug'h it mu~· hnn• t·o11ti111wd du1· in~ tlw 01-<·np11tio11 JH•1·iod 
in 1919. 

SEND A LETTER BY AW!PLANE:, 

ESPECTAtl~ -gt:•~",OVER HtERE", 
IT W r.t.L. BF1tOR~· . TREAT 

This slo1'!<11l aduull~· is a !>iitn of udn•rti:-iilll! exa~/.!l'l'Ution. The air mail 
sPn·ic·e nt that tim1• opl'l'illi'd onl~· bel\n•t>n .:\ew Yo1'k. Phih1<lt>lphia and Wash­
ing-ton. One c-ould not srnd a ll·ttc>r by ai1·pl1111r "O,·e1· ThC'l'I'.°' :'\en•r thelt•:,.-;, 
it is inll'restin~ lo obs1·1·\•c· how this c·ou11 tr.' · was tr.,·inll to push ail· mail ut tht• 
time• or it-. i11c·1•ptio11 b111·k iu 191 . ( TT. JI. f; .) 



NEW HEBRIDE 

The 1929 "Catapult" Air Mail 

By NA THAN HALS 

ThC' ('0,·er illu ·trated i typiC'al or thC' thn•t• l'C(>Ol'tccl lo this Wl'ilC'l', ('X('l'pl 
for 11 Y11rin1wc o[ a fow C'C'nt im1•s in the poslnl!t' appli1•1l. i\lention<'d i11 the 
D. Pi<•ld and 'hampion ai1· mail c·atalOl!ll<'s, this usu!?<.' has been !?enrrallr 
i1?nored 01· untou('heJ. 'hampion sta tes thut HOO 1·0,·e1·s wel'e prepun•d , 
whir h is ei the1· an ex<11?g"eration OI' els!:' not ull w1•1·p in this l'ol'm. bet·ause tlw~· 
repr<.'sent an eno1·mous amount of postal!<'· 

The '·Par Al'io11" strikes on the 192:> issue or :\cw I lcb1·i<l<•s are 01•crpl'i11/s 
npplied with a rubbe1·starnp. The British lanµ-uu~t· 1·111wcl is elated 16 .JTJ 29 
(not l il July as mentioned b~- Champion ) . 'I'h1• only othe1· stl'ikes. on the bac·k. 
al'e of Xoumea, Xew 'ale<lonia. 20 .Juil 29. and ·· Dom11a·s ·· in Pal'is. ThC' 
latter is reported 011 tlw other two co,·c1·s aml is a custom house 1·e('ei,·ing- stl'ik1•, 
having- two implications- that the C'm·elopt•s 1·011 tu i1wcl nwl'l·hanJise, or tlrnt 
they wer<.' not broui?ht into 1-' ranc·e da <1 mail steanwl'. Tlwre is no dall'J Pal'is. 
Fra1we rereivini:r mal'k. The impl'int on tht> 1·0,·e1· is that or the ··. ·~·nclic·at 
Fl'anca i. des Xom·elles-Ilebl'ides, ·· a ~oumcu bunk with a bl'an<·h in Yila. 

1929 wa marked in postal aviation b~· th<.' 1•xpr1·ime11t-; i11 l«tlapultini? mail 
from . hips at sea so that it woul<l Hl'l'in• in port mori> quil'kly . I t is poss iblt' 
tha t these expel'imC'nts were kt•pt in min<l in Yilu . 'l'hC' upp<.'al'am·e of lhl• 

Fig . I. The fron t of one of the thrH known a ir meil covers with the " Par Avion" stamps. 
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Fig.2. The back of the cover that shows the two receipt marks. 

f<'1 ·('1wh c·1·uist'I' " '1'0111·,·ill l· .. ot'f \'ila on .Julr l :>, 1929 clul'in~ a crnise a l'ound­
lh('·W<> l'ld c·1'.r"l11llizcd a dcsil't> to tr ·~· tl w me1hod. ll c1·ein lies the mea ning of 
l hl' quota tion ntal'ks in om· 1i11c'. bc•c·aus(' no mail was lnndcd from the crniscr. 
(nslt•ad one or it -; hyll l'oplatH'S l'lc•w to \ ' ilu, pi<·kl•d Up th e• prepa1·ed ('OYel'S ll lltl 
flew tlwm baf'k to tlw shi p. :\o doub1 radio was ul i-;o used in making- plans 
111Hl pl'cpa l'a 1 ions . 

• \ :; Xoumea is mtH·h lc:s tha n two days a way from \' ila b.r fast ship. we ma~· 
su1·111i;;r tha t 1111' d is1·1·c• pa 1w~· of fout· da~·s bt•hwl'n tlw c·a11 C'l'llat ion aud post­
nrn rk i n~ at '.\oumen is eithc1· t>x plairwd b~· shon' ( ('an~ for· 1he crew an<l c·om·t esy 
('a ll;;. OI' c•l;;C' by n g l'Ca l stm·m. o[ whic·h t lw Xt>w !l ('bridl'!i is a fr('quent center. 
It may c•\'('11 b(' tha t thr crui-;er c·a1Ticd tlw t·o,·c•r" to l·'l'anre. berausl' if they 
lrnll bc•c•n h1111d lc·d aboa rd a ;\Lc-:..-;a~c· r i c•-; ;\l 11 r·itim1·s \'Csscl t hey woulu haYe re-
1·ei\'C•d n po-;tal arrinil st r ikt'. 111strad tlwy only show the " l>ouanes" strike. 
wi1hou1 ch11e: thi!-. is c·o11jcl'tur1•. but q1wstions may bri11~ answ<.'r;;. 

It i., ('\' idcnt that a ll or thr c·owr·s Wl'llt to r, r·cn<'h add1·(':scc•s. and \\'(' beliC\' (' 
tha1 11w l'C"c- ipients would not h;l\·e dc·stro.n:•1l 11ny of tlwm. Thus the appca ran('l' 
in th(' Eng-lish stamp ma1·kc•t or isol11 tec1 sing-l1•s with (ll11'1 S or 1he overprint und 
'" l'!J liyhl l'lt11 N ls lrads to a suspi t'ion, whiC'l1 is c·onfil'llwd b,,. c·omparing the 
c·opi<.'s on <·on•1· \\'ith the sin~l es. 

1' hr :\c•w 11 <.•bt·ides ha;;, in p1·o por·t ion to its (('gitimatc postal histor',\' and 
stamps, ii too large• perc·cntage or rn1 udul c•11t mnt erial, although \'ery few 
l'Cl1tll!1•r fei ts. But tlw />11 1· Al'io11 strik e on stamps ol' f t•O\'l' I' seems a pro<lur t of 
a for·gl'I'. The c·ount er fri ts <ll'I:'. howe,·e1'. in the 1111t 1•r c;isc, of no clanrrer , for 
it ii. ob,·ious thnt uni~· 1·ompl<.'k c·o,·crs 11 1·1· dt•sirabl('. )Lost of us are in no 
dangrr ol' IH'l( Uirill!! Olll' . bcea usc• tilt' (•Oll C'<: !Ol'S of (·' n1 n<:e l'Cpresent 11 l!l'H\' C'· 

~·at'll of malt•1·ia l un whir h t he~· ma intai n a deep sil ('nre. The repo1·t an<l 
re!-.e<ll'('h 1', r·t•1H'h a nd Fre11l'h c•olonial stamps minute(~· . but hold . ilent on 
anyth in!! rls!' 1hey ow11. 

The eow1·:-. di;;c·u:secl hC't't' a1·r reu ll y onl,,· <·ur·iosit ic•s, bcc·ausc the.'· wr rc a 
"urw shot .. a ffai r, but their· timing' and rca<;o11 l'o r cxi-;tenC'e make them of 
mor·r than passing in1 er c ·t. 

Of in C' itl('n tal int('rC'll is tht' ] )l'{"iC ll('(' or both " l•' 1·ench .. and . . English .. 
s tamps on tl1r l'O\ ' l'I'. The <:atalogm• ('011fnsio11 on tlws1• sta mps might ha,·e been 
a\'Oidc•d ii' bi-lin1n1a l . tamp. had bl'E'll is..,ucd. There is only one postal atl ­
minist1·at ion am! autho1·it.'· open1tin~ und c•r l·, n1 11<·h postal rules for thr benefit 
or the Condominium ~O\'C l' lllll Cllt supported by both l"rnn rC' Hild E11 1?lantl. .\II 
stamps arr p1·in tt>cl in England with 1', renc·h clcsigns u11der the 'row11 .\gents 
s upcl'\'is io11 . 1'hc•1·1• are no "British Aclmi11ist1·ation · · or "l·' 1·c11eh Administra­
tion " . !umps 01· post ort'ic·cs - just one post ol'l'i<:e d t> partment untl authol'ity. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
See Page 84 

. It ro Phi/11ltli . .t . l 1111t1/x 6i 
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Postal Forgeries of Air Mail Stamps1 

By ALVARO BONILLA LARA 

(Translated by Philip S ilver ) 

At the entl of ~ful'(·h 19.)6 ( it is impos~ibk ut thil> time to stul l' the cxMI 
d11t<'), it h<'<·a mc known i11 philatC'lic· <·irdC's in S1111tia)!o that thr :JO P1•so inkr­
nution11l ait· m11il stamp. t,q><' ol' 193-l ( Y\'!•l't "u" ) • hud b1•('11 1'01·g-<'d 1'01· t lw 
purpOSl' or d(')'n1udin)! the mails. The l'it·s t known ('Xlltnples, almost all lll'l' 

llsNl. <'tl lll t'. as is C'X pN·ted. from ubl'oud; nml, n<·t·o rdinl! to whut w11s tlwn stated. 
1h<•st' stamps had bel'n sold at om• of tlw windows or th<• Central Post Ol'ri<·t• 
of Santiago. always at ni~.d1t and fo1· the snit• pur1H>:-.<• ot' 1'1·anki11g- lcttl'rl> st•nt 
ab1·outl. 

'!'he utmost sec·rN·y was kept on this mnttl't' in <mlt•r not to distu1·b the 
ju<li<·iu( inquiry whirh was mHdl' r t•ganlilll! it. 'J'illll' !HlSS('d. the 1'01·g-ed stumps 
muc·h s<·ul't·1•1· than one ma~· bcli1•n'. wen• i11 i.r1·1•11t dema111l 1md. tltl' desirt• to 
obtitin <'Opies ( whi<·h for the first timt• \\'l'l'I' apf1Nll'illl! in <·ollc•('tions or Chil l') 
<·11U-;C'd the matt c>r to be neg-l e<>tNl l'l'Om thl.' poi11t or ,·icw ot' information as wt'll 
a. to bl• l'orirnttcn from the l<·~al ,·ipwpoint. 

Fig. I. (left to right) Used pa ir of the 50 Pesos postal forgery ; 20 Pesos and 6 Pesos genuine 
copies. 

Sill<'(' \\'I' under:.tand the sub.kl't to be or l'tmdHmen\al in tC' t'es\ lo ( 'hi lc11n 
philatt•ly. we desi1·ed to deal with it nndel' all its uspel'ts and presPnt the most 
<'Ornplek stor~· possible. The gnthe1·init or the facts uncl the study or \ h(' 
jmJi<'iU( l'N'Ol'll. of ffiOl'l' than two hundred (Hl!?CS has pl'e\'l'ntetl Us until llOW 
from pre-;rntin:r tlw stol'y to our reudet"R. 

On )[urd1 th or the ol'orme11tio1wc.l ~'Cll l', un inspCC'lOr of the Central Po.st 
Ofl'ic·e or this c·it~· \\' ll'i Slll'prisl'd to see \'ar·ious ail' lllllil (pliers franked with :)() 
P l'sO stumps or u (•Olor and uppeHntn<'e thul bo1·e II() simila1·ity to the irenu ine 
ours; he questioned the 1w1·sonncl, disc·O\'<'red whic·h t>111ployl'C lrnJ sold sn{'h 
stumps 11 nd, while rxumining her <·ush box, round 11bout twent~· stamps identicul 
to those he hud s uspeC' ll'<l and whi<·h lo his l'X pert <'~'<' h<' <·onsiderPd fraudulent. 
'!'ht' <'m plo.n' e wus suspended, n nd thr 11111 t kt· wus t'l'po1·tcd to t lw au t hori tic•s. 

J. C'lll l.~; }' IL.\T ELI C'O, S1•1>1t•mlll'r, l!l:)!I. :o\11. 1:~:;, pp. 1;:1. 1; . P1•rmi~~io11 111 n•priu t 
i11 Euglish gr:1111t•1l 10 th1• .\ ERO PllJL.\TEl.IST ,\ :\.:\ .\LR It~· 1lw author uud 1111' 
Soc:i1•d:HI fil11t 1•li1·11 •It• <'hilt•. 

R1·oll 1l1·~iii11 .\ P 13. 

·'""'""!'· / '11;1 
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Fig. 2. A genuine copy of the 50 Pesos at the ri9hl alongside a forgery of the same denomination . 

'l'hc lattt>r with due dili!!em·e made ~urt• that tlw .\tt ol'lley c:t'nr1·a\ pla<·t><l the 
fa t·ti. ut till' disposal or tht' .J mll!e of thl.' ('riminul ('ou1·ts. u<h·isinl! him of the 
roqreril•s and m·1·omp11n.'·i11g his 1·om1llaint with two lel!itimute stumps un<l two 
fo1·ged ones. 

Tn tlw fir-;t ('1·iminul 'ourt tht•r·e was imnH•diat t'h · initiated on tht' 13th of 
)l11rc·h. P1·m·1'.s '.\'o. fi:!,77:-l entitl c•d ··.\1·tio11 a:.winst ·~IA~L K\DI. llL'.\' un<l 
UY.\ O. for lhl' forging of po'itngt> stamps . .. 

'l'hl' .iud:rr imme1liately asked for lrc·hniNll infon11ation relutfre to the 
t•xistt• ll('(' or llOIH.'Xistenee or postal fOl'g'C'riC'S rrom I he l>c•1)(11·tment or In­
\'l'~t ig11 lion . li t• Ol't(('l'C'<l l he ill\'l'St igu lion 0 I' the ('USC ll !HJ the U pp1·ehe11. iOll 
or thp guilty pur·ties. ii' the suspidons or the Postal .\ uthorities w1•re con­
fil'llwd to this l>1•pu1·tmcnt o[ ltl\'l'stigution. 

Tlw Counst•l of the .\.ttorne;\· C:r11e1·ul 's ol'fic·e, on his part, wus made u pu1·t 
or the lri;!al proce1•dinl!, bCl·a use of the int p1·pst of the I :ovrl'ltmt>nl in thi · matlPl'. 

On tlw 11th or April. lh<' lil\'esti1.n1tio11 l>epa rlmt•nt 1·ompleted its i1west­
il!ation. 1·onfirmi11g that 1111· stumps cl1•t"h1rc•tl to br fo1·ge1·ips by th1• P ostul 
.\uthoritit'-; \\'l'l'I.' 11l·lt1all~· SO. i;!i\"ing t•\•idell('I' or thei1· ufl'irmution with H Uc>tailed 
a n<l 111·c·u-;a I or~· rt> port. There is in th is, nenrt lwless. ont• <·tu·ious om i.-sio11. 
Xotwithsta ndinit the profound study madr, th<' photoirruphi<' t•nlaqremenl or 
parh of both ~tamps. t'il' .. etc·., tlw lil\'estigutio11 Dt'partmcnt omitted to me11tio11 
th1• most fuudanwntal detail: tlw method of pri11ti11g. sinc·e t lw authentic· 
... ta111p~. a-; i-; known. wt•rp 1•ng-1·awd mlll the l'o1·Kerie-; lithographed . 

• \ wc•l:'k la ter on the I ' th of April. the lil\'rstigatio11 Dt>pa1·tmenl brought 
befort' the ('ourt the fout· lll'l'llst•J flt'l"sOlls, ul( or whom uc·c·ordinl? to their 
l'l' 'iflt•<·tin• 1·ol1•!o. in the matt 1•r 1·onre~">1·d tllC'i t· 1·1·ime 11ft1•1· intcr1·0:.rntion and t?8Ye 
1·omplt•te d1•tails with 1·1•-;pcl'I then•to. .\ 1·co1·ding to thi:- 1H:<·ount, the stamps 
WCI'(' illll0('('111 ly fll'inted by one or Lh<' ~H·t USl'll sin<·e Ill.' had been told that it 
w11-; to b1• done in 1·onncc·t ion with politi1·ul propag1111du ror u certain candidate; 
I he I wo ot hC'l's were' the instigators of the s<:lwnw. 'l'hey succeeded in print int? 
a total of 3000 sta mps (60 shc>ets or :)0 stumps t'a<·h ) between • 'eptembe1· 
und OC'tobc•r of 19il.), perfonrting tlw stumps with u sewing muehine (a Jul't 
whi<·h tlors not Sl'em at all likely ). From tlw middle of 1'o,·ember of said year 
until :'llill'<·h the ' th of the following re111·, when the~· wc•re C'aug-ht , they had 
suN·c•cd1•d in selling 'iomc 1:>00 stamps tlu·ou€!h one of the <'mplo.n•es at the stamp­
S<'lling windows, the wifo of one of the aC'cusc>d . 

Thi" lattel' empl o~·C'e likewi e ronfes<;ed her <' rime. stating that . he hall sold 
tlw stamps \\hilc on dut~· :-.elling- :-.lnmps to the publfr clurint? the time pre,·io11sly 
nwn t ionNl. 

. I 1 r11 1'/,,/n/1 l i.< I . I 111111/., G!I 



, , FIRST 119611 Edition 

AMERICA 'S MOST 
W/D,ELY USED U.S. CATALOG 

160 LARGE PAGES- NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
This oll·new United States Catalog - compiled b>• the experL~ or the world" largest stamp 
fi rm - is a must for e,·err collector. Just off the pres$. the FIRST 1961 EDITION contains 160 
large pages with nearl)• 2000 clear and beautiful illustrations. Here you" ll find a ll major U.S. 
Po toge and Airmail issues Cully illustrated and priced ... plus Special Delivery, Parcel Post, 
Envelope Squares, Pol'tal Cards, Telegraphs. Sa,·ing lamr$. Ollicials. RC\·enue. Postage D11Ps 
... A D a big specially section featuring plate numher hlockio. firs t day ro,·ers. "Americana". 
etc. United Nations, British orth America and U.S. Posse;;•ions ore also illus trated and priced. 
EXTRA: The complete U.S. S tamp Identifie r ... a ,·a luable booklet "hich quickly indicates 
the difference between rare and common " look-alike'' s tamps. 

The FIRST 1961 EDITION of this In-
valuable Catalog features the very 
latest prices and Includes: 

e All mojor U.S. Postage and Airmail 
Issues . . . PLUS Special Delivery, 
Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Pos­
tal Cords, Telegraphs, Saving Stomps, 
Ofllcials, Reve nues, Postage Dues. 

e Popular specialties such as mini posi­
tion blocks, plate number blocks, mini 
shHls, perforated coils, booklet pones, 
first day covers, prooh and other items. 

e Complete illu1troted llsllngs of U.S. 
Possessions, Confederate Stoles, United 
Notions and British North America. 

e llig "Americana" section - postal 
tributes lo the United Stoles, on 
fore ign stamps. 

e U.S. Stomp ldenllller - fully illus­
trated booklet. Use it lo check your 
own collection for valuable hidden 
treasure I 

All in one BIG volume ... and only 35c! 
l\lail die handy order coupon be low for your 
copy of the FIR T 1961 EDlTTON or U .. 
& B. .A. tamps. It will sen e you well . .. 
both as a re ferenre hook and a reliahle source 
of supply for the<e desi rable issues a l money· 
SO\'ing pric~. 

FIRST 1961 EDITION 35c 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Catalog Dept. IOJto11 17, Mass. 

Please RUSH me, postfree, the a ll-new First 
1961 Edition of your 160 page catelog, UNITED 
STATES STAMPS, U.S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA, includ ing the U.S. Stam p 
Identifier, etc. I am enclosing 35( . 

Name ............................................................ . 

Address .................................................................... . 
City & 
State.. . ....... .................... . ...._ _____________________ - ------------------

Ju1uroru, 1961 
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Fig. 3. A blod of si1teen of the 50 Pesos postal fo rgeries. 

Jndicted and dc•tui11ed inc:ommunitauo by the .Ju<licc• of thl' ('1·iminal <'ourt , 
the arcuscd wel'e later 1:alled to plC'ad befot·c him. <:iq•n this oppol'tunity. the 
.four dctaine<l pc>rsons rc>traeted tlwir <'Onfe:sions made before t lw Jn,·c>sti1wtion 
Depul'tment, ull 1dlC'g-i11g that these hml been obt11ined by duress throuich c·oe1·ti,·c 
p1'oce<lu1·es. 'I'he accused woman <·la imrd t hut hl't' husband hn<l bern to1·t m·t•ll. 

C'onfro11tccl with thl' 1·cs11cC'lin~ chil'l's ot' th<' Trwestigation Department. both 
si<le · stu<·k to tlwit· stor·h•s; the Departmcmt of Jm·cstigatious sh1ting that the 
accused lrnd l'Ollf<' ·sNI bC'fore all th<' proo( prrsented 1wai11st them: th<' <H·c·usrd 
denyin~ an~· pa1·tic·ipatio11 in tlw muttl'l· am! rl'ill'ratinf! tlll'ir c·onl'es.sions hu<l 
been obtaiJlCd by l'orc·e. 

The IH'cuscd C'mploy<' <·onfir111rd befo1·1• the judg'c the story she had told 
the Jnspec·lor at the time she was c·11u1.d1I: that thl' 30 Prso stamps allej!Nl to 
be a for .. c1·~· lmtl been obtained by her from an unk11own pc1·son who two ot· 

A tro Philal rli I .J111111/.~ 'il 
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tltt·C'l' 11i:.d1h C'nrlil' I' had a-:k<.'d lwr to (·hlllll!(' for him Ya rinu)o. :;o P<.'so stamps fol' 
:.WO Pt'l'iO l'itamps i-.inl'l' hl' neNlrd th(•m 10 pll,\' t'o1· YC'I'~· hig-h poslag:(' rat rs. 'l'h is 
\'1' l'sion 11b\·iu11sly d1ws nut jib<' with I lw nnmb1' r or foqt(• t·ip)o. that IHI\'<' bt'(' ll 
l'i rc·ulal l'd. a1·to1·di11g- lo inl'ormntion 1·e1·Piwd rl'Om th<' l'nih•d Stai rs. l ~11irl11111 I 
and .\.1·gt•nti11a. 

In th1• nwanti nw. tlwr·c lwd lw1• 11 ..;omi.' talk ahont l'cm!in:t tlw :W PC'so air· 
111ail stam p whi«h had not .'·l't lakt•n pla1·c'. .\ s W<' lr11 r1wd lal C'I'. the 0111~· Olli' 

fo r·g-cl'y or thi-, rnl111• had lwen found b.\· Olll' of Olli' llll'llllWI'" and Olli' Sot·it' t.\· 
brnw.d1t th ii-. to the attl'ntion or tlu· Po-,t al .\ uthoriti1'"· This rww it1•m ,,·a), 
added to !ht• sanw l'l>Ul't p1·01·P<.'di11g- u11d1•r· dall• of '.\°11\'1•mlw1· J..I.. H):;(): hut 
without an~· i.rr·C'at i11n'slig-ation lw ini.r rnad<' 011 this lalll•t'. 

( 'Jtileitn ) Jin! \\' II" t'OllSUllt'1\ 11).. lO tfw possibilil ,\' or pt·intillf! the frat1dUlt•1tl 
sta mps with lht• mull'l'ials whic·h thC' 111,·e.,ti:.ration D1•pa1·tnwnt had seized. l t 
J'PIHIPrNI :tn opi11ion tlrnt. althoui.rh somt• 1•lenw11t-, Wt'l't' hu·kinµ- that <·ould 
posi. ibl.'· haw l><'l'll dC'-,tl'o~·ecl tJI' hidden. it wa<; pol'--,ibh• to do tlw frauduh•nt 
wor·k ,,·it h t ht•m. 

In thes(• c·ir·1·um..,ta 1H·es. the trial star·f('d: the c·onfp-,sinns of tht• iw1·u-:cd hatl 
bt•t•n l'<'I ru!'li>d h.' I hl'm. 'l'lw cl1'r1•n"t' tlwn 1·eqUl')o.lt•d 1 hat. as I he testimon~· or 
tht' ('hilea11 ~l int t hat had been lwa r·d. al-,o t hl' lC''\li111ony or an l'XJlCl'I <·hos1•n 
by lhC' dl'rt•nsi> should be Jll'•·mittl'd . 'l'hl' .Judg'e ugTP1•d und a printl'l' whose 
name we wi"h to c·ont'l'll l. be<·au-;t• w1• hu,·1• m1•nti01wd no 1111m1•" th1·ong-hout this 
stor~· . pn·st'llll'tl an t•Xpl'l'I opin iun of ten 111· twt•h·e pui.r1'" whit·h <·anw to tht• 
t·1111<·l usio11 that with tht• matel'ial in l'\·idC'n<·<· it Wai'. impossiblt' to print tlw 
stamps that \\'t' l't' the sub.il'<·t of tlw imli1·lmt•nt. 

\\'c• should point out that thi" opinion was one or 1lw mo"t important piN·t•-, 
or 1•\' id1•nl'C in tlw tr·ial t hat \\' t • had till' putii>tH·e In l'l'Ud in it), t•ntil'f'f ,\: Hild 

that althouirh sii.rnl'd b.'· an t•x1w1·t nc·<·epta blt• io t lw ('ourl. wt• belil•Ye that 
l'anti1d'la.,• himsl'lf lll' \ ' {'l' 1·uuld ha w don<' a bt'lh'r ,job. 

~ubsl'l( U(• llt I,\·, 1111 or I hi' iH'l'llM'd pn•sl'nll'cl test imunials II'\ to I heir ho11t•st>· 
1111d tlwir· )11'('\' ious u11impea1·l111blC' (•u r11lu!'I . In \' ii'\\' ur nil this , till' .Jud~1· hud 
to rule on tilt' ~31·d or .\ U!!ll"il. Hl."ili that althou!!h the l'Xisll'll('(' or tl ll' t·1·iml' 
or fo nrin!! po.,tag'(' ... tamps to tlw d1•t r i11 11;ut of tlw T1·1·11--ur~· \\'llS full,\' 
l')o.lablii-.l11•d. tht•r·1· \\'as inMtfric·i1•nt pmor to implil·ntt• 1 ht• ac·c·u.,c•d and. "" 11 

rC'sttlt. he rukd IPmporaril~· in l'aYor or all of tlwm. 
The dt•t·isinn heill)! aprwah•tl b~· t lw 1'1'PHSUI'~· l>ep;11·tnwnt. tlw ('uurl or 

Appt•als. UIHll'I' dall' of Oc·tobl'I' 22nd. uplwld tht• dt•1•i)o.ion in t lw first t1·iul. 
t •p lo thi" point w1• haw ll'l'ated tlw l1•iral hi)o.tor.'· or the prnhl<•m: IHI\\' 11•1 

us µ-o i 11 to i b phi la I el i<· 11spe1·t. 
J.'!'om !ht• philah•li<· point or \"iC'w, this a<·t of fol')!l'r·y i._ ol' extroad i11;ll',\' 

inlCl'\'"I. Our· l'Unslant pr·<·o<·<·t1pat io11 with ('hil<'nn 1·ou11t 1•1·fl'i ts hus 11·11d u~ 
to lhC' nmc·lu.;ion that all th1>M' whi<·h w1• lw,·e knm,·n up to 11uw without t•xt·cp­
tio11 . ha\'l' bt•Cll lllatl1• with tht• ohjl'l'I uf dec·Pi\·ing- phi lal!•li_,ts and !hut this i_, 
tlw t'it·-:t that wa-, 11rn1lc with tht' i111l'ntion of cl1•f1·111111ini.r t h~ Post <Hfil'I'. 
a p )Hll'l'll t ly wi I h :tr·eu t Sll('('t'S.">. • 

)J"twh was _,11id ill the l'!osill)! ,\'l'<ll':- or lh1• pu.;t l 'l' ll!tt1•~· of tlw ('()111\ tCl'rl•its 
made of tlw is-,uc• or I 7~-99 and ) 11·. S nmtwl Oss11 Bo1·m• hl'ld a c·onl'en•n<·e in 
.Jum' of l!-1!) 011 the postal l'o r1tc•l',\' of till' Hl <·l'nlH\'O n1·11 nl£t' stump ( Ywr·t 2:-> ) 
made with 1111• i11t1•11tio11 of d1•f1·11 udi11 g- the 'l'reasur"' " ~otwithstandi11g the 
l.('l'Pllt ph ilat('l i1• author ity of ) Ir . ()""" Bornt• arnl his ,.,·id1•11t de,·otion to tlw 

( '11111i11fla~ i~ a )l.•xh·a 11 1·01111•11ia11. f:1111ot1"! fo r hi~ m1•1111i111.d1·~, 1loul1h•t:1lk. lh· nppr nn•1l 
iu thl' 1110\it'. " .\ r11u111l Tiil' \\'urltl iu 'ill ll:t_,.., ... 1P . • ...:. ) 

Tiit' rt''llh·r·~ a t tt•11l io11 i .. 1·a ll1•1 t 111 t ltt• di~l i nl'lion rnmlt• lwl\H'l' ll " forj!l'r~" tttltl "~ounfrr· 
t't•it.'' .\ f m ·111 I'!/ i• 1111 i 111i t :iti1111 111111(,. 111 tlt·1·•· in· th•· Pust Offi~•·: u 1·r11111l 1 rf1 i i tu dw:1t ~1:1111p 
•·olh·l'lurs. ( II. I/ . ( •. ) 
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st u<l.'· of Chilean stamps. wt' <lo not aitl'!'t' with his c·onc-lusions 1101· clo wt• b1•lil'\.l' 
that nny stamp isstl('S or thr ,\ mr1·ic·an Bank .\otr C'o. c·ould han• brl'n l'or:.rrd 
with . ut'ri c·ient pr1·t't•<·t ion to dr<'rin• the Post Offi<·e. 

ln an.'· l'n•nt. in onlt'r to makr a prnrit for their maker or makr 1·,.; ( who 
were nen-1· apprelwndrcl b.'' the poli«r) the numbcl' of frnudulrnt stumps woultl 
ha\' l' to be ,·pn· la rg-e, nrn•rt hrlt':s we ha\'l' nl'\"l'r found anyo1w no1· do we know 
or any c·ollec·tor who hus 011(' eop~·. We do not be)i('\'(' that sut·h imitatious exist, 
but that the diJ'l'c1·e11t printinl?" with thci1· difl'p1·rnt <·ol01·s and slHldl.'s as well 
as t'rrtain <·hcmic-al rrac·tions on papl'I' and inks l'rcqurntly found in < 'hilt"s 
nitrate a1·ras C'llUSt'd ii belief i11 tht' existcnc•e ol' 1'1·audulc>11t is..,uc>s. 

'I'he1·et'o1·e. this is the fil'st atkmpt that was madr and. it must be <·011sidl'l'(•d 
II Sll('C•essfu( 0 11('. ('\'Cn thOUg'h \\'(' do not kllO\\' the quantity Of stnmps whit·h 
were sold to the public·. .\ lmosl four months had JHl!'i."t'd before the t'rau<l wn,.; 
diseon1·etl. It is 0 111· hope> that thoug-h th l· publitation or this arti<-le. if rcatl b,\' 
phi(ateJists WhO may J>OS. .. ('SS this rnatc1·ia(. they will inform US ot' t h(' (a\(•St datrs 
of use on ropics the.'· own. sinte the earliest date that appc•a1·,.; i11 our reronls 
is l>c<:rmbr 1· ::i, 19:5,). 

I r. a!'I thc> Depa1·tmen t of lnnstii.tal ion sti1 tcs, th<' s tamps bPg-an to b<' sold 
in tlw latter half uf :\o\'ember and wc1·r disc·o\'rrrcl on the 'th of ) lan·h. the 
for:ieries were in ll!'il' . we clon 't k11ow with wlrnt 1·ej!uli11·it~· , fo1· p1·artil'f1l1~· fo111· 
months . 

.. It i 1·cporl1•d. ·· an C'xp1·rssio11 we a1·r oblig:ed to lL"<' 1'01· luc·k of othr 1· 
\'!'1·if'ic·a tio11. that the t'or~ed s tamps were 0111,r sold latr in the day, sons to take 
udn111tuge of the poon•1· lu111i11atio11 1111tlr1· Htil'i«iitl li:rht. ~\ lso b~· scllin{.! in 
t lw 1·,·e11in:r, 011<.' c·ould e11sir 1· hidr th rm in ha<;tc with a great number or p1•1·sons 
who W<' I'<' p1·csrnt at I ht' ( 'c•nt rnl Post Clfri<'l' betwrl' ll 7 and 9 at ni:,d1t , pnrtit·nlal'· 
ly in De<·r mbcr whl'n mails HI'<' lwa\'y. This sN•ms quite loi.ti<·al that tht•st• 
t'01·g-c>ries woulcl be• sold wh<'n dl't<•t"t ion WClttld b1• thr most diffi<·nlt. 

The stmnps WCI'<' lithoJ?raphe<l by tltt• old method or t1·a11st'r1Ting- on to tht• 
s tone and b~· dirN·t impt·(•ssion t'rnm this to t lw papl'r. The~· 111·e rxt1·t•nwl.'· 
llefec·tivr nnd l'<'C'OJ?nizable not onl~· b.'· a11 1•xp<'1·t but also. at first g-lanc·r. by an 
<1mateur. 'Phe tolo1· is 11 pnlt• violl.'t whi<·h l'l'Sl'mblc>s <·ertnin ll•idt imah• i:sucs: 
hut the printinJ? details a1·e so blur1·Pll and <·011 1·sc> that one> cannot be in an~· 
11onbt whrn exnminin~ them 1·n·11 without the Hl'<'cs..;it~· or c·ompal'ison with 

Fig. '4. The 20 Pesos postal forgery. Only one copy of this has come to light so far. At the 
left is a ge nuine 20 Pesos. 
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!!'enuin<> stamps. 
"\Yr do mit k11m1· if I ht• 1111 fll' I" on whic•h the~· W('l't• madl' w11s ~um11 11•d \ll' 

\lll U'llmnwd ··It is s11id .. thut this d<'tail - thC' lac·k or ~UJ11 - mncl1• it flU!-'iiblc 
ro1· ollt' 01· two Mll1•1·tor-. to ac-qui1·1• nut without sonw diffi<-ult~· unusPtl 1·o pie:< 
whiC'h tlw~· bc•lit•\"('11 to lw or sonw 1'('('('111 pri11timr. 

'fhe ;..ttt1ly or lht• fl!'l'fol'iltion;. i;. ()f l!l'('ill in ll'l'est in thesl' fo l':?°l'l'i('S. .\t 
this point. till' still <.'11H' llt 111<1dc• in the f) ('p111·t nwnt or ln\·p.;(i)!ation n•po1·t that 
t hPy \\"l'l'1• perl'orat1·d with a ;.,pwiuf! mnt·hinc. wllic·h w11;., c·onfisrntecl and 
pl'!'Seltt('d a ... 1111 elc•nwnt or proof. "<'t•ms to he a mistake. Tht• lll'l'Cllt· or t he 
sl'wing- mnc·hi111• op1•1i-. a hole in tlu· pap1•1· but it dm•-. 1101 rcmm'l' thl• small ril'<·ll• 
of p111w1· fo1·rnc•tl b.1· thr pcr fo1·at io11. Tlir 1wrfol'ilti11~ mm·hin1• i" p1·01·idc•ll with 
ptuwhrs whid1. at tl1 <' ti1111• tlw.v pl•1·fcm1t1'. rxt ra1·t tlll' small l' iri·le or l'in·lrs 
whic·h ar(' fomwd in th1• per t'o1·ati11g- p1·uc·c•.;..;_ 

Thr 1.!t•nui11r stamp-.. as i;., known. an• pc•rt'oraktl 14. 111 the l'o1·1n•1·it•;., whic·h 
w1• lu11·e ht'l'll ablt- to 1•xnmi11 e. this detail rn1·ic•..;: th l')" c•x ist in p1•rfo1·ation 14 
1·er.1· rle111· 11nd ot hp1·..;, likc• thl· une in tlw illustratio11. 111«• ' 'err c·oa1·scly 
1wrforatc•d. 

"\Ye fc•1•l ii is i11dispensabll' that all 011nl•r..; of fruutlulc•11t c·opics take the 
trouble to <'H l'Pfull~- nwaMU't' th(' 1wrromtions. Sl'e thc•ir quality and c·omm11nieute 
lh l•i1· rindinKs to us in ordc•1· to anin 111 11 (·otlC'l11sio11 i11 this a>.pcd. . \ II 
i11 t'omrnt ion with r l'Sfll'd thl' l'l'ln will he (·0 1·diu ll ~· at'knowledg-c•<l. 

The illustrations used an• tlw bl•..;t 1n• <'ould make of thl· 111att·1·inl with 
ll"hi1·h II"<· 111111 to work. \Ye• hop<' tlw~· will prow 111•lprul. 

\Ye han said that tlurin~ the ('Ott l·s1• or th<' !H'OC't'l'd i111t thc•l'l' was talk of the 
rxi..,t<•nre of 11 pl'<'\'ious 1'01·g-e1·,,· or the :20 l'Pso intprnutio1111l ai1· mail stump in 
g-ra)· ; allll thut i11 tlw sta t<'m<•nt mad1• by 01· att1·ibutl'1l to thosl' u1·tus1•d b~· thl· 
l>t•partmc•nt of fll\"C''il i1.wtio11 UllC' or tlll'm had said that thl• foq!t'l'Y l'l'fCITed 
lo was not tlwir wo1·k. 

Thi:. pl'Oblt>m is 1•\"l'll mon· myslif.1· in~ tl11111 1!11• :-io Pc•sos 011<': lh1•1'<' is 110 

doubt that the t'orirc·1·y existed sin<-e, at tlw pn•..;pnt tii11e. lh1•1·1• t•xists a stamp 
whi1·h is illustrall•d h1•n•with, the onl ~· 111w knoll"n to d<tte. Th is stamp was 
math• arniluble to tlw l'hilt•a11 Philatc-lil' ~c>C'il'ly b~· it s owm•r, )Ir. Pedro 
~[arti c·o 1·1•11a, and it wa;., loa1wd to tlw P o>-tul .\11tl1111·itit•s: the latter in turn put 
it at tlw di..;position of the .Jud1n·. who <·ollatc•cl t hi..; 111•w e,•id1•11c·r to tlw pro· 
C'l'Pdin~. but 1w "fll't· ial investigation was madt• nor was anr dec·ision renclc•1·pd. 

Fo1·tu1111tl'l,\". tlw .Jmlg<' or tlw ('1·i111inal t'ou1·t retm·m•tl it to its OWllCl' 
whose n11mc hall a ppP111·ecl in t hP p1·o('ec1lim .. r:-.. 

The :W P1•su was al;.,o for~ed b)· lithog-ruph~· but it was ra 1· superior lo t hat 
or the :lO Pesos. Thi;, ll"as 1l ue in pa r t to the !!'I'll.'" C'ulu1· whic·h was more 
sinJilar to th<' ori~ina l than tlw 1·iolPt :)() P1•..;u st11mp. 111 onh•1· to 1·el'o1tnize 
it, one must 1·a ref'ully t•xami1w it. Perlrnp;., it owe•" ih rarity to this c·il'(·um­
s t<11H·c , ill<'<', l'\"Cll Ill th <• p1·e-;1•nt tim(', \\'(;' know of onf,\· CHll' top~· in the 
hands of a l'ollector; it is quit e possibll' that man~· l'on.rerics l'Xist in fo1·c ign 
stoek without Jun·i 11ir bet'n rec·ol{n izc•J. 0 11 th!' ot hl'l' lw ml. the fo1·il'c1·s 1·a 1Tic<l 
awa~· by gn•e<l. <·ommitt NI a i?t'a'·<' PIT01· in c· hangi11:.r from th<' :W to the :>O P<•so-;. 

The only examplr ol' whil' h we han• k11owl<•d1tl' is pc•1·forat1•ll 121 :! by I tJ :!· 
tlw horizontal a111l \'C' l'ti ra l pc1·for11tion"' at the le l't bc•inl! ' '<'I')" l'lrar while the 
Yc1·tic·al 011r..; at the ri:.rht arc n·r~· co<11·sl'. 

"\Ye fc•el th<' time has tomr fo r a"w111bli11:.r th1• :.rn•atest po >.iblt• amount of 
infomrntion on the>.r stnmps. ;.,c1 that their· stud~· from the philatclil' l"it•wpoint 
ma ~· be <·ompl<•led; but without th!' 1·oo )ll' l'a tio11 and assista11<·t• of 1111 c·ollet'tors. 
it is impo,;sible to mukr> furth1•1· pro~1·e:..s. "\\'e issm• a c•a ll to an~·one who mar 
po ·s<•s.<; ropirs of tht•sc forge ries to "tnd.1· th1·m and 1·0111munil'a l1• th<'il' rimlinl?S 
tu u..;, sint'c \\"l' do not pretrnd lo hu,·e aid the la;.,t won! un this ;.,ub.i rl'I. 
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Editorial 
32 Years Ago 

Rl'(·ently wr <·ame upon 1111 ex<·elle11t 11rti1·lc that wa.., publislwd in 1''ebl'ua1·y 
1!129 i11 thl' populal' Bl'itish \\'l'ekly. "Ht11111p ('olh•t'tin~... What wal> writt('ll 
then still i. timely, most all or it bl"ill~ appli<·ahle to1lu~· . 'I'o prnw that 
pt·oblc'm" or lollK a~o still arc• with us. p1wtions nl' thi' 192!) writinir ill'!' rep1·i11tcd 
here. 

SEMI-OFFICIAL AIR STAMPS 
The1r Interest tJ11d Importance 

By Douglas A r111s1ro11g 

Amongsr some hundreds of special scamps char have been called into being by the 
growth of the airpost service throughout the world are a considerable number which do not 
figure in any of the standard catalogues. Others are recognized by certain cataloguers, bur 
ignored by others in a quire incomprehensible and confusing manner. Even in Champion's 
particular Air Posr Catalogue they are relegated to a category of their own under the 
classification "Timbres Semi-Officiels." All of which prove very mysrifying co those who 
are unfamiliar with the peculiar circumstances governing the issue and use of such scamps, 
nor is it ro be wondered ar char, for the reasons stared, many collectors are inclined co look 
askance at "semi-officials" and co regard chem as something outside the pale. 

Yer the fact remains char in several countries where air mail is operared by private 
enterprise under Government contract, air post fees can only be defrayed by these same 
"semi-official" air scamps, which in some cases are actually on sale ar the government post 
offices for chis purpose. 

Let us consider for a moment the part played by so-called "Vignettes" in the develop­
ment of the flying post in many lands. Take as an instance Colombia, whose air post 
service is a model for those of other countries ... The provision of aero stamps has devolved 
upon the companies holding the air mail contract, notably the SCADTA . . . Ir must there­
fore be conceded that they have contributed greatly to the extension of the aerial post, and 
for this reason, if for no ocher, are worthy of inclusion in a collection of the world's Air 
Post scamps. 

Canada provides yet another remarkable anomaly inasmuch as the private vignettes 
issued by Government authoricy for payment of air post fees over the several "contract" 
air lines, prior to the appearance of the present official 5 cents Air Mail scamp, were all on 
sale at the Canadian Post Offices for the convenience of the public, and without them no 
correspondence could be transmitted by air. Whilst lacking therefore, the scarus of a full­
fledged Government emission, ir is indisputable that the air post vignettes of the Patricia 
Airways, Elliott-Fairchild, Western Canada Airways and kindred aviation companies are 
equal in philatelic standing ro, say, the Carriers' scamps of the United Scares, albeit that 
unlike them, they have nor yet been accorded catalogue rank. 

In cases such as chose quoted here, it is a difficult matter to draw a sharp line of 
distinction between what is semi-official and what is official in air post stamps. A strong 
claim to recognition can be advanced for most, if nor all, of the issues refered to, whilst there 
are ocher stamps numbered amongst the "semi-officials" by Champion char are of a more 
definitely private character and devoid of even partial auchoricy. 

I have reserved unril the last the delicate question of the "Ross Smith" air post vignette 
of Australia. By Continental collectors it is universally acknowledged to be an official 
stamp, and as such is duly chronicled by Yverc; Gibbons and Score still holding aloof. As­
suming char, despite the absence of any indication of value, it franked letters brought on 
this memorable flight to their destinations, as it unquestionably did, and was printed and 

(Continued on Page 82) 
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HO ND URA 

The 1946 Issue: An Inside tory 

By IRVING I. GREEN 

This Honduras specialise read Mr. Jan Bart's narrarive, "Honduras, The Roosevclr 
Issue," chat appeared in the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, April 1960. The topic interested 
me as I had exchanged letters on this subject during 1945-46 with a collector in Honduras. 
This correspondenr, being "in the know" concerning official matters, gave me the inside 
story of the 1946 issue from its conception, and now I give ic to you co explain Mr. Bart's 
dilemma on first day covers. 

By 1945, after six prosperous World War II years, Honduras had achieved a strong 
financial posirion wich an excess of exports over imports. The two private banking concerns 
that operated throughout the republic and many prominent business firms had accumulated 
extensive dollar reserves in New York. Building construction, both private and public, had 
increased; money collections were easy and prompt; the standard of living had reached an 
all-time high. The government was even spending considerable funds to promote cultural 
improvements and "che better things in life." 

Among ocher luxury invescments, the National Library and Archives purchased a 
collection of coats of arms of H onduras localities chat existed in the old Kingdom of 
Guatemala, which, in Spanish days, embraced the present five republics of Central America. 
These coats of arms were designed after painstaking research by Prince Ypsilanti de 
Moldavia, a genuine descendant of the old legitimate kings of Moldavia and Wallachia, 
lacer called Romania , who were ousted by the German dynasty whose last effective king was 
the ill-faced Carol. Prince Ypsilanti, long a resident of Honduras, was the only real expert 
on heraldry in Central America. The coats of arms he designed were expertly painted in 
oils by a H onduras artist and hung, where they still are co this day, in the lobby and reading 
hall of the National Library in Tegucigalpa, the capital. 

In 1945 it was suggested chat the government i5sue a sec of postage stamps depicting 
these coats of arms, and the idea met with immediate approval. Photographs of the oil 
paintings were sent to the Consul General in New York with insrructions co place a contract 
for the manufacture of an eight value airmail issue, with each value showing a design of 
different coats of arms. 

This all cook place jusc prior to the death of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. After the 
sad news of his death was received in Honduras and after the demonstrations of official 
mourning had ended, it was decided that the coats of arms moti f on the eight centavos value 
of the proposed issue be changed co one signifying Honduras' grief over the loss of a great 
friend and statesman. 

After considerable consultation among the higher-ups in the Executive Minisrry, a 
decision was evolved and approved for the design of the proposed memorial stamp. The 
Director of Poses thereupon advised the Consul General in New York char the approved 
design was co show a broken column symbolic of death, and under it an inscription, "F. D. R. 
12 APRIL DE 1945-HOMENAJE DE HONDURAS AL !LUSTRE ESTADISTA 
(Honduras pays homage co an illustrious statesman) ." Above the column was to be a cloud 
from which was to emerge only the face of che deceased, looking down from heaven as a 
kindly spirit. The color of the stamp was to be a sofr pastel shade in keeping with the 
nature of the subject. 

Final instructions from the Director of Posts stressed the necessity for prompt fulfilment 
of the contract as the existing stock of the current scamps was already running low. 

On July 20, 194~ , Executive Decree 175 was announced. Ic read: 

"An issue of the following airmail stamps is hereby authorized: 
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Designs of the 1946 I uue 

Top row : I c (red) Great Seal of The Republic of Honduras. 2c (red orange) Gracias 1542, 
Truaillo 1525. Sc (violet) Nueva Vallidolid de Comayagua 1715, San Jorge de Olandio 157B. 

Center: Be (brown) first Roosevelt Memorial. I 5c (sepia) Province of Honduras 1544, San Juan 
de Puerto Ceballos 1594. 21c (deep blue) Santa Maria de Comayagua 1557, Tencoa 1537. 

Bottom: I Lempira (green) J erez de la Frontera de Choluteca I 5B5, San Pedro de Zula 1660. 
2 Lempira (gray) San Miguel de Heredia de Tegucigalpa 1770. Be (black brown) second (redrawn) 
Roosevelt Memorial. 

3,000,000 scamps of 1 cenravo, engraved 
2,000,000 stamps of 2 centavos, engraved 

500,000 scamps of 5 centavos, engraved 
2,000,000 stamps of 8 centavos, engraved 

500,000 stamps of 15 centavos, engraved 
3,000,000 scamps of 21 centavos, engraved 

100,000 scamps of 1 Lemp1ra, engraved 
100,000 scamps of 2 Lempiras, engraved 

Total 11 ,200,200 scamps. 

"The Direccor General of Posts is authorized to delega te perm1ss1on co the Consul 
General of New York, Dr. Gonzalo Carias Castillo, co contract with the Hamilcon Bank 
Note Company of New York for the engraving and manufacture of the above listed stamps." 

Probably no one was more surprised than che Director General of Posts when he learned 
that the Hamilton Bank Nore Company of New York had been awarded the contract. 
Although rhe public had long forgotten or never known of the Seebeck scamp issues that 
had been made by this company, he, as well as severa l old-cimers in official circles, well 
remembered the controversy these scamps precipitated in the early 1890's. Some of the 
very old men, fo rmer members of the H onduras Congress, even recollected the famous 
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Congressional Decree which cancelled the Seebeck conrract. They recalled that action with 
pride as it was one of the few instances when the then poor and weak Honduras had dared 
to repudiate a formal agreement with a powerful foreign concern. 

Because of this past experience, these influential persons believed that the Hamilton 
Company should nor have been awarded rhe present contract. However, as it had already 
been authorized by the Executive Decree and was a /ait accompli, they hoped chat the 
company would do a creditable job and deliver the stamps promptly. 

A few weeks after the decree was announced, the Allied victory over Japan became a 
reality, and it was decided ro incorporate the commemoration of this notable event on the 
Roosevelt stamp by including in its design che words, "DIA DE LA VICTORIA ALIADA 
SOBRE EL JAPON." Notice ro this effect was promptly forwarded to che Consul General 
in New York. 

The remaining months of 1945 passed without receipt by the government of advance 
sketches, essays, or color suggestions; nor was there any mention by the Hamihon concern 
of a delivery dare. Instead came letters deploring che scarcity of paper, difficulties of 
transportation, strikes, and other inconveniences. Meanwhile the meager supply of current 
stamps dwindled and finally became exhausted. This condition forced the government to 
order the surcharging of leftovers of the Comayagua Centenary commemoratives and other 
scamps of the regular 1932-42 issues for the franking of surface and air mail. 

Finally, at the beginning of 1946, che government, in desperation, sem a sharply worded 
complaint ro rhe Hamilton Bank Nore Company, insisting upon execution of che contract 
wit.hour further delays or excuses. In February, 1946, the company made an emergency 
shipment of 300,000 each of the one centavo and c.wo centavos. This, they scared, was 
supplied free of charge to compensate for the delay. Alchough these stamps were rather 
poorly made on cheap paper and improperly perforated, the government by an Executive 
Decree of March 6, 1946, authorized their sale and use on that day and thereafter. 

Again months passed without notice of further delivery, although several more caustic 
letters had been sent by the government. Nor until September, 1946, did a shipment 
containing rhe 5, 15, and 21 centavos reach Puerto Cortes. These stamps, also found co 
be poorly produced, were held in storage awaiting the balance of the order, which was then 
known co be en route. Finally, the last shipmenr, which included the 2,000,000 long-awaited 
Roosevelt commemoratives, reached Honduras dunng the first days of October. Everyone 
was curious to see these much-discussed stamps and hoped for something better made than 
chose that preceded chem. 

Bur alas! Bitter disappointment was in store for all. The Director of Posts was present 
when the first case containing the Roosevelt stamps was opened in the storehouse of the 
Administration of Revenues. His first reaction was one of dismay when he noted che 
stamp was drab-colored and, in his opinion, improperly designed and printed. Amazement 
and rage superseded dismay when he realized to what exrenc the Hamilton artists had 
altered the idea proposed by the government. He is alleged co have exclaimed: 

"It is r=ue chere is a broken-off column, bur it looks like one they use on movie sets. 
The inscription below the column is almost illegible, poorly spaced and engraved. Bue worst 
of all is the picrure of che lace President, wich feathery white hair like an impotent old man­
a rotten porrrait showing part of the coat, shire, collar, and necktie. Ir seems those people in 
New York can' t read, for I specifically ordered the head, and nothing bur the head, to be 
shown emerging from a cloud to symbolize rhe soul of the Grear Man looking down upon 
us from heaven. Do their foolish designers chink rhe soul of a departed one wears a coat, 
shirr, collar, and neckne? The whole thing is offensive, much more so than che Seebeck 
affair, and clearly shows a lack of imagination, artistry, and good taste besides demonstrating 
technical incapacity." 

A forceful letter of complaint was forchwith sent to New York. Bur further disillusion 
was yet to come. When che sorting and counting of rhe shipment got under way, the six 
employees assigned to this task found, co their amazement, that in a large number of sheers, 
the perforations ran across rhe design of rhe stamps, even, in many instances, diagonally. 
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The Director of Posts and his secretary were promptly nocified of chese defects, and they, 
as well as a Delegate of che Superior Ministry, witnessed the weeding out of defeccive sheets, 
which in some lots reached a staggering 80'ff of the total. le was calculated chat of che 
2,000,000 Roosevelt stamps delivered, only 400,000 were serviceable. A claim for restirucion 
was made ro the Hamilton Bank Note Company while the defeccive sheets were placed in 
storage as evidence. (They were eventually destroyed.) 

The let-down occasioned by the appearance of che Roosevelc stamps was especially 
distressing to che Director General of Posts and the Philatelic Deparcment of che General 
Post Office as many orders had been received for these commemoratives since March of 
chat year. Advance payments tocalling chousands of dollars had been accepted in good faith 
wich che expectarion of 2,000,000 saleable scamps. With only a fifch of that quantity fie for 
sale, and because a Honduras postal regulation stipulates that only a certain percentage of 
the total number of each issue can be sold to buyers outside of Honduras, it became obvious 
char only a small part of each order would be filled. This was done and substantial refunds 
of money made for the undelivered porrion of each order. (The first day of issue for che 
8 centavos Roosevelt commemorative, the 5, 15, and 21 centavos, and the one and rwo 
Lempira was October 15, 1946.) 

When che claim concerning che Roosevelt scamps was received in New York, che 
Consul General arranged for a conference with che Hamilton Company officials. At 
chis meeting che company agreed co supply che government, free of charge, 2,000,000 of 
an entirely new and better executed Roosevelt commemorative. The government, in con­
siderarion of chis acrion, agreed to contract with the company for che production of a new 
issue commemorating the First Archeological Conference of che Caribbean. 

Boch che second Roosevelt commemorative, Scott C163, San. 246, and che Archeological 
Conference set, C164 /1 69, San. 247 252, had the same first day of issue, October 20, 1947. 
It is interesting ro note chat the design of che well-executed second Roosevelt stamp again 
shows the president wearing a coat, shirr, collar, and necktie. This indicates the government' s 

SWITZERLAND WAR COVERS 

During Wo rld Wer II meny soldiers of both sides either deserted or took 

refuge in this neut rel country. They were interned in PRISO NER O F WA R CAM PS 

esteblished by the Swiss. 

We heve on hend <'l line collection of bl different special covers of the Swiu 

Army, ell beering the neme of the Prisone r·of-We r Cemp. such os ltelien J ugoslev 

'"esceped Prisoner" etc 

Price of this historicel collec:tion on request. 

PENNY BLACK ST AMP CO. 
Esi. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

I I 6 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y . 
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plan to depict F. D. R. a.s a spirit benignly looking down from a cloud in heaven was once 
more disregarded by the company-or possibly Honduras, by that rime, had abondoned 
the symbolism. 

From the above scared information it is evident chat the scamp catalogers can justifiably 
revise upward the price of the first Roosevelt scamp, as considerably less that the 2,000,000 
authorized were sold ro the public. 

In justice to the Hamilton Bank N ote Engraving and Printing Company, their full 
name, it can be said thar due to wartime shortages, rescricrions, and conditions, it experienced 
many difficulries char impeded a prompt and satisfactory completion of the disputed contract. 
As a final comment, after an honorable existence of some eighty years, the company lose 
its identity about nine years ago when it was absorbed by the Security Bank N ote Company 
of Philadelphia. 

AERO-PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
·"o, 11·11 1' 1 s ll'il'k lich ! A11fhrnf i.~ch < ,. J\.rm1111 t 11/11 ,. rn r t l'.~ f t 11 Ztpplin po.~f 

1111d ihr rn f11t.~ch1111 r1rn (This is whnt iH·tually ha ppelll'll. .\ utlwnti{· <·0 111 -

llH'llts upon th t• fi1·.-t Zt• ppclin mail aml it s <:ounter ft1its ). b~· \\'olf:ra n~ lfa{·kt•r . 
.JO pages, 16 illust1·ations, pa p<• r l'O\' t'I'. Publislw1-. Ku1·t Dulnnann. Herl in­
\\"ilmersdorr. Konstnnzt•r Str. 9. 1crmu n~-. 

This info1·math·e booklet was sent us by th<.' 1)llblisher of " Die Lu ftpost ·· 
without ment ion or any pri<·e. ft full y tles<·ribt•s and pi<·turi>s <lt><·ept in• 
t·ountet·foits of th<' ,·e1·y e;1rly Zeppd in mail ('in·a 1900. .\ s a member of the 
Expert 'ommi ttt>c or the Phila h1 lit· l·'oundation. :\cw York. :\. Y .. this re,·it>\\'t' r 
ha (•XamineJ U fC\\' Of these fa ke pil•t·es UllJ he• \\'<I S. lh<.' l'CrOI'(', pll'HSl'd to SPI' 

thut the detuils about them hu\'l' bN' n put into print. 
It is true that to fulh· undr rstund th<.' whole mutl<•r-. on<' mLLSI bl' abl e to 

l'<'ad Gt•rm1111 . But b~· ex'aminin r.c the illustrations. om• not fa miliar with the 
Oermun lung-nug-t• will b<' ubl{• to see e xu ttl~· ,what has bct'll J o<.' to1·e<l a11d th<'n 
sold to leudinl! c·ollt•t' h>1·s in Europe us c•xceedingly ra1·e 1•urly nrro- philateli" it 1•111>t. 
r nle:s knowl t.>dj!t' or t h<'se t'ukei. bt•t·Olllt'S widely known in A mprit·a, \\'I' would 
not be at all suq>l'isNI to sep some or t lwm appea r in a futu1·e l' . S. exhibition 
in a lt>adin:? a ir mail t·ollection. 

Thi.., l'f' \' i<'Wl'I' j ust hud the <.'x peri t> nt·{' of sreinl! ad \'crtiscd in a popul111· 
Anwricun stump 1wws pa per u <·oun tel'l'e it of one o r our l·ountry ·s cu rly pione1·1· 
flight C-O\'{' t'S. \\'e \\TOie to the t•ditor and ret·ei,·ed in rcpl~· the usua l in11o<·C' nt 
pleu that this pufll'I' hud no idt•u this wu>t not :renuint•, unJ the~· asked i i' \\' l' 

\\'l'I'<' s ur<'. )I u<"11 time lrnd Io be <·onsu med with ('Orrespo11dt> tll'C, a It hough t lwst• 
l '. S. fa kes hud bN•n publil'izcd in the stump pres.<; ubout 20 ycu rs ago. It 
woulJ not astonish 11s to f ind thPse Nt rly (h.•1·ma n Zeppel in Ntrds udn •rtisl•d o\·cr 
lwre unlcs..; wor·tl ,!!t•ls a round. Tints. an~·one posscs.;inl! this bookll't will b<.' 
in fo1·111Nl. 

.'\roll'.~ , ' f1111d11rd Posfag<' Sfm11p ('11 / 11 log11e.~ . 1961 Edition, l'olum es I 1111<1 

11 . Publislwd by 81·ott Publi t·ntio11s, :\ew York, X Y. 

Tlw newt•i.t edition of 8 l'ott is import unt brt·ausr it murks thl' first is.-;ucd 
under t hr mana~enwnt or the new ow1w rs. Esquirr. This rc,·iewer re<·ei \'eu a 
\'Cl',\' fa \'Ol'Ubll' 1:mwral impre,·sion. )Jnny or the illustrations ha \'C bren im­
prO\'CU and now lll'l' mu<·h <· lea rer. :\o <'Omment will bt• matlE' on the t'a tu lO!(lll' 
in an O\'E' l'Ull SCllSl'. Other stump pa pers ha \'C don<.' th11 t. lnstt'ad a rl'w 
(·omm('nt ' will be mud1• 011 the nir muil !<lamps. 

Of utmost impo1·ta1we, in this l'l'\" il'W<'l"s opinion. Wll S the new l i st in~ or 
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two a11· mail 1-tta111ps 1hut hud n<' n ' r before b1•(•11 pn•n mc11ti01wd in the Hc·utt 
< 'atalogtl('. '!'he 1921 Bluck 11\·r1·p1·int or t ·rugua~· is now 81·ott (' la . t:oinl! 
bark a frw \·ea1·s to the sel'ies Of Hrti<'les b\· this l'C\'if'WCr in THE .\EHO l'HIL.\'n:-
1.IST .\~~ .\!~~, in \ "olume TY. paf.!e 8(i a su~gestrd rc,·isNl lis ting' in the 1·ut11log-s 
of f)i(' 1921 ail' mails Of !'rUj!Ull.\' WllS published. :\o 1•t1htlog, IO Olli' knowledgl'. 
]ms followt•d t his. The llC't ion or Hc·ott' hoWl'WI'. in final I~· adm ittinµ- th(' Blat'k 
overpr·int , that it brande1l as hoµ-ns ~·eurs Hg"O. r<'1wesents u bitr step forwul'1l . 
• \!though we hold that with all p\·idem·e it dl•se1·,·es u 111ujor number. we arc 
satisfied. for the• pl'rsent. with tlw fud thut it is at lc>ust 8c·ott-listed, ev1•n 'tho 11 

mino1· number. 
An ag-1·eei1ble surpriSl' \\'US the nrw listing- or Liberia S<·ott ('3m. This 

intl•resting stamp wa1' clisc-o,·rr1•J b~· this 1·e,·ic>wf' r just 1h1·er ~·c•ars ago in the 
. toc·k of u ''e r~· well -known :\ew York dealer. As soon us time permits, the 
sto1·y or this find and some o r its c·onsequenc·es will b<> wl'itt1•11 1'01· this nH11.razin<'. 

In lust ~·e111"s <'tlition. the Harl'ison Pt·inting or Papuu 's first ai r mail stamp 
or 1929 was list<>d in HC'o1t t'or the l'irst time us P<tpuu ('lb. Althou;!h all 
th1·ce new listinirs mukr their bow a.., 1111nor numbers, it is l'l•rtainlr a l·rcdit tu 
the presc•nt ~1·ott edito1-s anti publishc1·s that new items a1·e :roin:r into tlw 
"''tu I ogue. 

This l'<' ' ·iewc1·. howen•r. c·oultl arguP at gt·1•ut length, and also with 1h1• 
sinc·ere belier thut the ful'fs suppo1·t hi111, that !he Bolid11 I :nit· Zeppelin stamr> 
of 1930 - the n11·iety with the silvr1· on•l'p ri111 - t'irst listNI in the 19;)9 c•dition 
of Scott a. Rolivia ('17 A has l'u1· )<'S.'i to re<'ommend it as u major number than 
Pupuu C'lb, Liberia ('3m and 1·1·ugt111y C' l 11. It is hoped thut in a 1wur-futt11·1• 
Nlition these listingl! will be c·orTc<:tl.v uml c·onsistcntl~· revised. 

The Scott Catalogut•s at·e, from a broad point or Yiew, ,·r 1 ·~· ;!OOtl, m11k1• no 
mistake about thut. Cr rtainh· their is.i;;u11nc·e curl" in the rail or 1%0 should 
quiet the C'omplaints of the ;lump t1·au<'. Althoti:,rh. not relu1ed to u <'ula log 
l'l'\' iew, we h11Yc read that the popular ~c-ott Air )l ail <tlbum will re-appear 
shortly. .\l a11~· Jw<l ft•lt that the t·('ssation or this album 11 few ~·eurs U;!O c·re>1t1•d 
a se1·iou. hundiC'ap for ui1· muil <·ollcc·tors and dealers . Hurely. the new pub­
lishPrs clespn·c• th <.' thanks or ('\'(•n · ;l(•J'O-phi)al <•list for the l'('S\lnl(ltion Of the 
,\·ott air mail album. ( 11 . .II . r: .) 

NEW 7c AIR MAIL COIL STAMP 

SOUVENIR FOLDER 

Containing the following: 

7c Air Mail Mint Coil Pair 

7c Air Mail Coil Pair on First Day Cover 
Folder 1'1111rhed For Thrt>e·ring Bi111IPr 

$1.00, post free from: 

AERO PHILATELISTS 
22 East 35th ~ treet Ne'" York 16, N. Y. 

A ~r11 Phi/11/1'/ i"I . 1111111/,, 



P rr.;idr11t 

E:rrr11ti11I" Vice Prcsid r11t 

.First T" icr Preside11t 

'ccretC1ry . 

2're11s11rer • -····-···········-·-· 

Closs of 19C1 
RJ ' llARD w. CA.'nux 
.JO llX ll. DILWOR'l'II 
.J A.COB .. OLA E.R 
TJIO)IAS • .\. :\fA'l"l'HEW 
H. JI. JlBADY, :.\[.]). 
1• 11 u ... 1 P • IL\'Jrn 

.1ERO Plfl /,.I 7'E[,/S7'S 

1961 OFFICERS 

PIITLIP ILVER 

A)l RODYIEX 

Lou r. X .. TA'Cll 

Tl ARRI'" .\ . HOL)CA"N" 

.\ LR l·:R'r r. ('011 l·:x 

····-······ _ -·-· . BERXARD F INK 

DIRECTORS 

Clas,, of 196t 
JOHX ,J. BRITT 
.\LBERT P. C'OllEX 
.FRAXK OL.\XZ 
STA~"LE\' R. RICE 
lRA • EEB.\ 'HER 
LO I . X .• TAl'll 

('/1Mx t1f I !16.1 

BERXARD F.DTK 
IL :.\I. GOODKL"\D 
11.\.RRY A. HOL:.\IAN 
HA 11 RODVIEN 
.\I..\ (.,~JCE TRIPET 
Jl'l.E. L. W.\CTIT 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet w it h the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 except ional lllu1tratlons offers In· 
formation wh ich few know about our f irst air s t amp. Price S1.00 postpaid. 

A.-ro Philoteliete. Jnc. 22 Ea>t 35 lrect ew York 16, ' . Y. 

EDITORIAL (Continued from Page 71) 

issued by the Commonwealth Postal Department (as ir was), it must be at least on as 
sound a footing, philatelically, as the private postage scamps of Spain or the Portuguese 
Red Cross series, quite apart from the fact that it is a British Colonial stamp with a notable 
history. 

1'hirtr-two ) 'Cat'ii later. what has happened ! 1'hl• British "Oibbons" still 
muintains its ('Onserrntive listing polic·~· und non<' of lht> i1bovP11t<'ntioned ai1· 
muil stumps ureas .1·et in that rutalo~uc. Our own ~c·ott has done bettr1-. 1'1w 
l'olombiu uir stumps Wt>t'P listec.l in .'roll a t'l•w ~·cu 1·s ugo. Bnt the Australin 
"Ros.'\-Hmith .. uml all th <' Canadian :-:t• mi·ol'l'irinl air mails are still out of. 'c·ott. 

ThP basic troubll'.'. as Wt' ,·ipw it, relnlt•s morP to t·uhlloi;!Ul' inc·lusion than 
l'X<·lnsion. Jn 1929 )Ir. Dou:rlas .\rm!itron:r c·il<'<i a few rxamples or t·utalo:r· 
listed ill' llls thut ha,·e less ot'fi<·ial status than tlw:c• semi-ot'firiul air stumps. 
Other insturwes c·ould be nwntio1wd. Bolil'ia l-i<'Oll Cl-7 and Brazil ('73.\ arc 
two exnmples thnt l'Ome to mine.I. Xeitlwr issur wns an~· more offi('iul th11n 
. \ustraliu's Ros."·Hmith 01· C'anacl11's s<'mi.offit·ial 11i1· mails. ( fl . .11 . 0 .) 

.. .f t1111111r !f, J f11; I 



CORRESPONDENCE 

Germany Sanabria Nos. 5-b 

111 lht• last numbt•I' or .\"OUI' lllU!-!UZilH' (Yol. ,.Ill. :\o. :t Ottob1•1' 1960 ) Oil 

paµ'C 40. Dr. H. JI. Hhrndy quotes two dit'ft' rC'11t t•xplu11utio11s for lhl' o,·er1n·in1t•J 
i11itiul. E .EIJ.P. us l!i\'en in tht' "8111111bl'i11·· 1111u tilt' · ·( 'hampion" t·ahllogs. 
ll l' inquircs-' ·Whit·h one is ("O!Tt'cl !'" 

. \ns\n•rinir D1·. Hh1·11d~· ·s qm'stion wh t>lher l'humpion or ~anab1·iu is ri"ht 
11bo11t th e• intcrpn't11tion o t' the 8 . EL.P . O\'Cl'fll'int, th t> lull<'l' is w1·ong. Theirs 
is an i11µ-Pnio11s , though u bit ru1·-frt<-hl'tl intl'1·p1·ctu tion. but cannot bt• ('Ol'l'e('t 
fol' the si m pie reason t hn t t lwrp was no pi lot 011 t ha I oc·c·usion or the pre-W \\'I 
period C' ilht,> I', fol' thut mattet·, ot' this nUllll'. } followed <l <• l'lllHn fl~·ing (')OS(•ly 
as a boy. and pos.•wss all thei1· a,·iation hist orit•s, as wt'll as c·omplctc listi11)?S or 
a 11 pi lot I ic·1•nses issnt•tl in I lcrma ny. :'\ow lll'l'i' is t hl'l't' 1111y tr ate of 11 l'iston1s. 

" l·;x t>st Luft P ost .. is the in1t·qH·cra1ion itin•n or th<.'se four initials 
g-cn<.'1·11lly. tho11:;d1 it s1•1'lll" a bit puzzlini.r to nw wh,\' two of th1· words :-houlJ bt• 
in L;atin and thl' bala11c·c in Ucrman. B c•1·1•Z\\'Oski su~·s in hi~ 1930 edition that 
this 1•xplanatio11 was 11ot announc·cd bl'fOl'<.'hantl , but shoultl be s<.'nt in on an 
a irmail c·a1·tl i11 a l!ll<'S."ing C'ontest for whid1 a f1·t•1• rlight in the Drlal! Zeppdin 
air:-hip 01· 2;",() ~larks \\'Hl> to bt' awarded to tht• win1w1-. 111 1·as1• thl'n' \\'l'r · 
s1•\·cr11l 1·m..-e<·t n•plics. tlw money was to b1• di"idt•J umo111! the winnct·s. but only 
Oil<' "Ex c>sl Luft Post " solution was turnl'u in . 

Erik Jlilc/1 .~-Jl,i111 
}'11irfirld, Co1111. 

Errors, Varieties and A innails 
For 30 years we have boen specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
regardles. as lo whether they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airma ils U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, T opica ls, Miniature Sheets, De luxe Sheets, Proofs , Die Proofs, 
Rotary, etc., etc. 

W e have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
Albania Abyssinia, Balgium, Brozil, Canary lslonds, Colombia , 
Congo, Croatia Czec hoslovak'a Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East, 
France & Colonies. G reece Geo rgia , Honduras. Iceland, l'ni, Iran, 
lie y & C olon'es Latvia liber<a Lithuania , Monaco, Nica ragua, 
Paraguay, Pola nd Romania Russia , Seer, Sa lvador, Scadta, Spain 
& Colonies Tangier Tanna Touvo Uruguay, Venezuela. 

lrc 1cill gladly make up special offers or sclec fio 11 s 0 11 oppr·ouaT. 

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, please). 

W e are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 448 Monroe, N. Y . 

• 11 rn l'h i/111111~1 . I 1111111• 3 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

....................................................................... . 19 .... 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

T hereby apply for admission to memhcrship in A ERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
dues of $$.00 arc remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application i~ 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
Street 

................. ... . .. ... . ........................... . 
City . Town or Villag-e Zone State 

OCCUPATJO, 

SPECIALJZrnG IX 

APP LICANT'S SIGI\ATURE 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

Referencu: 

I . NAME 

ADDRESS 

Z. NAME 

ADDRE S 

EXTRACTS FR.OM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one, 
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

./ 111111nr!/. W til 



THE H. R. HARMER 

PRIVATE TREATY DEPT. 

NEEDS YOU! 

Collections offered through the famous 
H. R. Harmer Private Treaty Department 
are selling fast - to the complete satis­
faction of buyer and seller. 

The Pruid e nt of Le no• Hill H ospita l. fo r whom 
we sold a portion of the Siegmund Adler Col­
lection, wrote : 

•• r fl ll r r t1tU flllUllt1lifl11 11/ th f» ,lCU/ P t>/ //, p i t'/l• 
m1111d Adh•r CnllPrt i m1 f or 1h1• b1•nPf i1 of 
l. Pnnx Hill Ho.• p i 111f tn l!l!I .• ll'ith our l."Onrpf PIP 

11pprob111io11. IT P 1ir1• illfleb t1•d to you ft1 r 
yn11r nd l'ir1> 1111d ft1r 1111• dPf/111'.•.• d i .•plny1•d i11 
r <1mpf Pti11/l tlr l! t rr111.•m:t io11 ." 

Mr. Geo. M. Umbreit, President of The Maytag 
Company, after we had placed his British America 
Collection, commented: 

" Of ro11r.•P I nm plN1.•l'1I thnt th e rolll'C't io11 
ll'as d isfXJsPd of " ' your appruisal f ill" '" ll'hirli 
I 1ho11Jlhl INU 1·1•ry f flir . H o1i·erPr , I am mor P 
pl1'<1.•Pd 111 the t'Pry b1u inP.•.•·lil.·p m1111n<•r in 
1<0h ic:h th v ll'hoh• /r(lf1.•rrction 11•11. hmul/,.d . 
)"011r 11r1w11i:11tio11 i.• '" b1• ro11Jlrfll11lut f'll for 

111111.•urr/ r:tJ11rt r.<y 1111d l'/lfril' nry." 

The position is that at the moment of writ­
ing this advertisement we have sold, since 
September I, Collections and Rarities to a 
total of comfortably over $I 00,000. There 
are only 23 items or collections on offer of 
which 6 are on consignment. 

Can we help you in the selling of your Air 
Post Collection jor sections of it) or other 
philatelic properties? We sorely need more 
properties to offer the hundreds of eager 
clients. 

May we hear from you? 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
Private Treaty Deportment 

6 West 48th Street, New Yorlc 36, N. Y. 

Plaza 7-4460 (Area Code: 212) 

( 

\ 
\ 



You can't collect airstamps without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

NOW ON SALE 

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date air letter section. 

. Price $12.50 

Available only from the publishers -

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
Georges Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


