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A single rarity, 

or a whole collection-

whichever you are thinking of selling, you will have every reason to be 
pleased if you place it in our hands for auction. A client recently 
wrote us: 

"I have received the final check in payment for the stamps 
you sold at auction for me, and I must say I was greatly sur­
prised, as it greatly exceeded my expectations. 

"It has been a real pleasure to do business with you folks, 
and I thank you sincerely for the courtesy extended me on my 
visit to your offices." 

We can offer you 50 years of experience and a sterling reputation. 
Also: free appraisal if we sell your stamps; an immediate cash advance; 
an unsurpassed mailing list of buyers all over the world; full insurance 
on your stamps; qualified experts in all departments; deluxe illustrated 
catalogues. 

We are now planning our Fall sales, so write us today I 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
Leading Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 



Nearly EVERY Off er Made 
by 

"W-EILL of NEW ORLEANS" 

g~ Cia.optfld 

--·--
If you are considering selling your collection, the above 

fact may be IMPORTANT to you. 

Of course, the settlement is immediate cash, whether your stamps 

are worth $100.00 or $100,000.00 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . Our more than 600 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 !\assau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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The Master Global Album .... .. .. ..... .. ........ ... .. ..... ..... ... ..... $15.00 
Acclaimed as the finest single-volume ever published, this album is now recognized as The 
Standard in its field. 1250 pages, loose-leaf, with spaces for 55,951 stamps of the world 
and over 24,000 illustrations, historical and geographical descriptions of each country, special 
stamp identifier section, annual supplements are among its outstanding features . Gold 
stamped binder. (Weight 11 lbs.) 

1952 Supplement for the Master Global Album ..... .............. .. . $2.50 

1953 Supplement for the Master Global Album ...................... $2.50 
(Supplem ents not included in the album ) 

(Weight 2 lbs.) 

The Comprehensive World Wide Stamp Album ... .. ... .... $7.95 
The Comprehensive World Wide album has spaces for over 30,000 stamps and 17 ,000 illus­
trations, world maps in color, a stamp identifier, a guide for the beginning collector, historical 
and geographical descriptions of each country. The album is loose leaf and bound in a new 
type de-luxe screw post binder which can take many additional pages. Although no special 
supplements will be issued, Master Global supplements can be used to keep major countries 
of the Comprehensive album up to date. (Weight 7 lbs.) 

Alb {
Loose-Leaf $3.95 

The New World Wide um .. .. .. .... ... .. .. Bound $2.95 
A fine album with spaces for over 15,000 stamps and 7, 150 clear illust rations; world maps 
in co lo r, a stamp identifier , a gu ide for the beginning collector, historical and geographical 
description of each country . The de luxe loose leaf edition has ample space fo r addit ional 
blank pages. (Weight 4 lbs .) 

All American Stamp Album ..... .... ... .. .. ...... .. .. .... .... ........ .. $3.95 
Here is the outstanding album for stamps of the United States. It's up - to-date with spaces 
from 1847 through 1953. Included are commemorative stamps, regula r postage issues, air 
mails, special delivery, Confederate States and others. Interesting annotations appea r on 
each page describing the particular issue. Its fully illustra ted, loose leaf and annual supple­
ments are available . 

BEYOND DELIVERY AR EA, SHIPPING CHARGES EXTRA. 

33rd Street and Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

If/ or/d's Largest Stamp Departments 

101 W . Wisconsin Ave., 
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 

Ninth at Market 
Philadelphia 5 , Pa. 
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Editorials 

What Is This Thing Called 
"Philately"? 

Some reading this query may with justifi­
cation say that this is a foolish question be­
cause we all kn ow what philately is. But 
actua lly do we? Are we not a rguing 
whether it is just plain, ordinary stamp col­
lecting or something fa r more cu ltural? Are 
we agreed upon what items to collect or 
reject? Don't we among ourselves try to 
draw a boundary line, saying that thi s is th e 
mark of philately but that is not? And 
finally, can these differences of opinion be 
satisfactori ly resolved? 

This is offered as no panacea. But cer­
tain id eas are set for th in the sp irit of a pos­
sible solu ti on by clarifying the broad picture 
of philately as pictured by one of its ex­
perienced devotees. 

Philat ely is all things to all people. Yes, 
it may be said that tritely. It consists of 
millions of parts. If there are ten million 
phi la telists in the world , then there are ten 
million ways of col lecting stamps. To some 
it represents the strong urge of acqu isi ti on , 
th e pride of own ership. Many make it the 
means of their exclusive or part-time liveli­
hood. Thus a postage st amp to a dealer is 
simply merchandise like food, h ardwa r e or 
soap. Some coll ec to rs r ega rd it as a pos­
sible source of inves tment or annuity, while 
oth ers place a wage r on postage st amps for 
future profit. Others use it as a means for 
personal power, seeking a position of elected 
honor in a st amp club or philatelic soc iety, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXll l ,
which often is th eir main goal. Some seek 
comp anion ship through stamp collecting en­
joying th e social activities offered. Others 
si t locked in th eir ivory tower sealed in like 
a hermit . Some seek to do nothing more 
th an fi ll spaces in a stamp album, while a 
few will argue for a seeming eternity about 
the type of plate th at had printed a stamp. 
Wh at is highly useful information to one 
appears useless to anoth e r. 

The list is long. Each individual at-
tracted to st amp collec ting acids his own per­
sonal touch , so as st ated previously no com­
plete cat alog of the millions of ways to in­
dulge in philately can be itemized within 
th ese space limitations. 

Now who is to declare th a t your way in 
phi late ly is right , but that mine is wrong? 
But it is said continu ally, both consciously or 
unconsciously. Actually why should any col­
lectible type of philatelic ma te ri al be junk? 
Out of the hundreds of th ousand s of st amps 
listed in all the catalogs in th e wo rld , if the 
st amps of an obscure, far-off and dead coun­
trv, or postma rk, a philatelic first clay cove r 
attr ac t s only one collector , then he sees some 
fasc in ati on in thi s, and no one ideally has 
th e license to belittle his pleasure. 

Our personal preferences att r ac t us the 
mos t. Often th e attr ac tion is so strong th at 
one becomes blinded to all the oth er parts 
makin g up th e whole of philately. But at 
no tim e is the more popular way of collect­
ing stamps th e proper way. Phil a tely, as 
our civi liza tion, h as its conformists and it 
non-confor mi sts. 

The whole of philately th en is thi s. Col­
lecting st amps is a way of life for millions in 
this world. It tr ansports all of us fro m the 
 NO. 4 179 



EDITORIALS 
daily hu stl e and bustle of our life into a dif­
ferent atmosphere. Ph ila tely is our slave. 
It does not boss or nag us. W e t ake our 
st amps and related philatelic material to cre­
a te our very own possession in th e manner 
that we want it . The g reater the yea rs of 
world ten sion and international crises, the 
more importan t is philately. One person may 
be very superficial in his manner of collect­
ing stamps. Another spend s years seeking 
out information about one issue of one coun­
try. Wh at matter!! Both parties are tr ans­
ported out of one mode of living into 
anoth er. 

Phil a tely is classless. It is for th e rich 
and th e middle-class, for world le ade rs or the 
clerk. Phil ately is ageless. It serves youth 
as well as supplying an interes t fo r th e 
aged. Philately knows no color line, no re­
ligious exclusions. It is world democracy. 
It must be repeated th at st amp collecting is 
all things to all people. 

Each yea r philatelists a re growing in 
st a ture and respect in th e eyes of th e general 
public. Why? It is not due, in our opinion, 
to a planned , systematic publicity camp aign 
o r a well-devised advert ising program of a 
trade element. Philat ely is a proud pos­
session beca us e of better public relations 
th anks to every on e interested in collecting 
stamps. Philately has ga thered a conglomer­
ate segment of our population, who in their 
ord inary way a re respected in their com­
munity. Throughout the world today th ose 
with an interes t in phil a tely hold the respect 
of thei r neighbors. So if you collect stamps, 
it is r easoned, there must be something to it. 
This respect stems not only from the fact 
th at world leaders have collected stamps but 
from the total effect of eve ry one who is 
doin g it . U nbeknown to ourselves, each of 
us has broadcast a respect for our hobby. 
The public does not know or care if one 
collects philatelic un addressed firs t day cove rs 
or the fines t a rr ay of early classic issues. Mr. 
Phil ateli st is a membe r in good st anding in 
his community so th e fact that he enj oys 
stamp coll ect in g removes th e hobby from 
ridicule. 

As a matter of fact, by example others 
may try to copy Mr. P hi late list. Some will 
succeed. Many will fail in phil ately while 
others w ill procrastinate about taking it on 
as a hobby until th eir dying day. 
180 THE COL
H owever, philately w ith all its attr ac­
tions is neve r fre e fro m faults o r evils. All 
interested mu st fight to improve or contend 
against encroaching evils. A small minority 
w ill show th e most sp irit and bea r th e g reat­
es t burden. These are th e phil atelists, who 
inform th e r es t, w ho spread th e knowledge. 
The less informed we a re as a unit, the 
more likely prey we sh all be for the faker 
and a sharpy. Better education in philately 
promises an insurance of self-protection and 
self-p rese rvation until the time some trigger­
happy maniac may blow our pl anet into little 
pieces. 

The re 1s one potential defect in the ac­
ceptance of such a liberal view of phila tely. 
Some may regard as a license to broaden its 
base beyond its proper limits. Thus th e 
bo1111rlaries of philat el y must always cen ter 
wit hin th e confin es of stamp coll ect in g. Using 
an astronomical analogy, stamp coll ecting is 
the sun. Posta l history, postmarks, cachets, 
and the like a re th e plane ts revolving around 
phil a tely. Never mu st the planets le ave th eir 
orbit. 

For in st ance, history is fascinating , postal 
or othe rw ise . But always it must blend into 
the picture of phil ate ly. A \\"ell-\\"ritten , 
well documented art icle upon this cou ntry's 
Civi l War years only belongs in a philatelic 
publication if stamp collecti ng is the mai n 
th eme. Otherwise it is a historical treatise 
for, of course, some journal of a historical 
society. 

The top ical ist is undergoing c riticism be­
ca use of his own doing. Too many in this 
group accentu ate the topic allowing th e 
stamp to assume a very in significant role. 
Every known topic now rel ated to some 
st amp carries with it a background of fasci­
nating knowledge. Th at is not the argu­
ment. Controversy and criticism is provoked 
on ly w hen the topic dwarfs th e stamp almost 
excl uding them. The topicali st must say : 
" I am a topical stamp collector", ,,·ith the 
acce nt on stamps. 

A lso outsiders can be recogni zed by stamp 
collectors for their co urtesies, considera tions 
and kind deeds. Any firm or in stitution , any 
pos t office employee w ho serves philately by 
spending time and effor t to make informa ti on 
ava il able to us well deserves our sincerest 
app reciatio n. But never shoul d we go to the 
ex tremes of honor ing a printing firm or a 
LECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlll, ' 0. 4-



EDITORIALS 
government official as a great philatelist. 
Such a title must be reserved only for those 
who collect stamps. 

This hobby of ours, yours or mine, will 
attract all sorts of people, each an individual 
entity unto himself. There is no average. 
It shall always consist of an evil element as 
well as some of the finest people on this 
earth. No one has as yet determined that 
the average philatelist is 5 feet, 8 inches tall , 
weighs 150 lbs., has black hair, white skin, 
an appendectomy scar and collects 20th Cen­
tury United States commemoratives. So 
why are we beaming our information to the 
average coll ector, one completely unknown 
and undefined? Instead, all of us interested 
in philately should be thankful that we have 
found a sou rce either of amusement or for 
deep study. It matters not what monetary 
profit you ge t out of it. The important thing 
is th a t you collect stamps, currently a hobby 
regarded with respect in most parts of the 
world and a source of envy to many a non­
collector who knows th at he too should have 
some second life interest to take him occa­
sionally ou t of his daily routine of tensions. 
(H. M. G.) 

"Life" was Beautiful 

It was not our intention to comment in 
these colum ns upon the May 3rd , 1954 issue 
of "Life Magazine". But our views have 
been provoked because a number of phila­
telic scribes have volunteered some critical 
comments upon this outstanding production 
by a non-philatelic source. It is our opinion 
that many of those in our ranks who have ex­
pressed themselves failed to see the forest 
because of the trees. 

The basic (a nd perhaps onl y) question to 
ask is whether "Life Magazine" reported 
and portrayed to its enormous circle of read­
ers an accurate and proper picture of st amp 
collecting and stamp coll ectors? Our answer 
is an emphatic "yes". Anyone reading the 
feature on philately in "Life Magazine" 
gained a reasonably clear picture of a hobby 
abou t \\"hich many had been completely un­
enlightened. 

Some may quibble, if it pleases them , about 
the accuracy of some st atement or some per-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
son described, or, some errors and omissions .. 
Some might question the estimated value of 
"the one million dollar stamp album". o· 
doubt some of the price tags as given were· 
exaggerations. Other items valued are so· 
scarce that one cannot place a price upon 
them. They are not for sale. Although rare 
and expensive items were featured, the popu­
ular appeal with the thousands of cheap 
stamps readily ava ilable was not overlooked. 
When a magazine like "Life" wishes to edu­
cate us about art, obviously the old master­
pieces of such men as Rembrandt will be 
featured. And, so it was with philately. 
Who among us would not long to own this 
$1,000,000 album? We all cherish the hope 
and desire to have a "Hawaii Missionary" 
or a "Post Office Mauritius". 

The philatelic critics, to our way of think­
ing, exercised poor judgment and seemed to 
express th emse lves as quibblers. Every 
keen philatelic student is awa re of th e con­
tinual flow of careless edi ting and inaccura­
cies in our own popular stamp press. Why 
then-\\·e wonder-should th ese very same 
people take time and make the effort to 
criticize what they regard as errors com­
mitted by non-phil ateli sts? Many of us do 
not accept the critics' opinions. Those who 
ple;i.d for perfection and pinpoint accuracy 
shou ld look to themselves before finding 
fault " ·ith others. 

Different from a number of previous arti­
cles on stamp collecting in our popular maga­
zi nes and ne\\·spape rs, the "Life l\IT agazi ne" 
story on philately " ·as th e best ever pre­
sented. We co ncede that it was far from 
perfect. But it ,,·as not slanted to favor any 
individual, group or manner of coll ecti ng. We 
view it as objective repo rting. Those who 
remember the inaccurate sensation al story 
that "The Saturday Evening Post" pub­
lished some few years ago about faker 
Sperati \\"Ould not attempt to ci te th at ar ticle 
as one reflecting philately correctly. Nor 
did "Colli ers" with its stress upon gambling 
with stamps portray stamp collecting as it 
truly is. "Readers' Digest" and " Harper's'', 
have treated stamp collecting but their 
a rticl es were nothin g to cheer about, far 
more inaccurate than "Life". 

"Life Magazine" in the eyes of many ar­
dent philatelists was the first to present a 
generally graphic picture of the lure of a 
NO. 4 



I954 A . F. LICHT ENS TEIN M EM ORIAL AWARD 
stamp collection. It was not a perfect 

presenta tion , but any non-collector w ho read 

the May 3rd , I954 number of "Life Maga­

zine" knows and understand s lots more about 

philately afte r having read it. The entire 
TH E COL
production was in H ollywoodese-"s tupen­
dou s", one that only an o rganization like 
th e Time-Life Publica tions with th ei r g re at 
r esources could und ertake. W e felt pretty 
proud of being a phil atelist af ter seeing 
"Life", didn 't you ? ( H. M. G.) 
The 1954 A. F. Lichtenstein 
Memorial Award to 

Chase Dr. Carroll 

The Board of Governors of The Col­
lectors Club chose Carroll Chase, M.D., as 
the recipient of The 1954 Alfred F. Lichten­
stein M emori a l Medal. 

Carroll Chase, born Sept. 18, 1878 a t 
Windh am, . Y., began collecting st amps 
when he was seven year s old and then resid­
ing in ew York City. His stamp interest 
continued through his days a t Pratt Insti­
tute High School, and through his medical 
course at L ong I sl and College Hospital, 
where he received th e M.D. degree in 1899. 
After becoming an es t ablished medical prac­
titioner in New York, stamps became a 
se rious interest for Dr. Chase from 1908 
onwards. 

Dr. C hase began publishing philatelic 
works ea rly, wi th a pamphlet on plating the 
U. S. 3c 1851 , that appea red in I908. His 
ea rly collecting interests were th e 1847, 1851 
and 1857 issues of our own country. 

During World W a r I , Dr . C hase, not 
waiting for u s to become involved, join ed 
the French regul a r army, se rving as a 
surgeon . H e rece ived many decorations and 
was made a Chevalier of the Legion of H on­
or. His interest in French stamps began in 
this period. 

After the First W ar, Dr. Chase r esu med 
practice in New York, and continued his 
philatelic ac tivity. In this period he dis­
posed of his 1847 coll ection , and later of all 
save the 3-cent materi al of his 1847-57 is­
sues. A book on th e 3c 1851-1857, w hich 
la ter appea red in a r evised ed ition , and one 
in collaboration with R . McP. Cabeen on 
United States Territorial P ostal Markings, 
date from this time. 

In 1929 Dr. Chase removed to P aris, r e­
siding there until forced out by the Germans 
jus t before P ea rl H arbor. From this dozen 
yea rs date Dr. C hase's works on French phi­
lately, which won him his renown as one of 
th e most acc ura te, thorough stude nts in that 
fie ld. His book on th e Rou te lVI arkings of 
the main office at P a ris was th e firs t con­
spicuous contribution. In thi s same period 
he wro te up th e French railroad postal mark­
ings in a se rial published in THE COLLECT­
ORS CLUB PHI LATELIST. 

On returning to th e Un ited States, Dr. 
C hase se ttled at Milford, New H ampshire, 
where his prese nce made th at lovely vill age 
a place of phila telic pilgrimage. His time 
has been given exclusively to stamps since 
his return from France. One achievement 
in th ese la ter days has been completion of 
plating of th e 3c 1851, w ith all thirteen pl ates 
not merely reconstructed but " proved" to 
LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 4 



LIBRARY SURVEY 
the satisfaction of the most captious c r itics. 
A similar achievement has been completion 
of the three pl ates of Type I of the France 
25c Ceres of 1871. This was first shown 
publicly at the French Pre-Centenary Stamp 
Celebration in New York a t the end of 1948. 

A recent publication, bringing order into 
a field long subject to conflicting views, is 
th e Catalog of French R ailro ad Markings, 
published in France in collabora tion wi th 
Mr. H. de Beaufond. A second volume of 
this work is now in press ; and ready for the 
printer is a deta iled history of th e postal 
markings of th e French Conquered D epart­
ments (annexed territories), I 792-181 5. 

Dr. Chase's philatelic magazine articles, in 
American, British, French and Itali an jour­
nals, total well over 100 in all , excluding 
min or ones and more " notes" from this 
count. They are alm ost uniformly reports 
of valuable new information, either by it­
self or coord in ated wi th th e previous fac t s on 
th e subj ect so as to secure g re atest signifi­
cance. Those written in French show a 
mas tery of th at language which w ins our 
ad mir ation. 

Dr. C ha se has rece ived many honors, in­
cluding th e Lindenberg, Luff and Crawford 
medals, enrolment on the Briti sh Roll of Dis­
tingui shed Phil a teli sts and the simil a r record 
of th e Coll ecto rs C lub. H e has long served 
as member of the Expert Committee of th e 
The New York Public L ibrary 

Survey of The Collectors Club Library 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX Jll , 
Academie de Phil atelie, in France. In fact, 
only lack of space prevents our giving a long, 
complete list of these honors. 

Dr. Chase is at present working on plating 
the Type 2 3-cent United States stamp of 
1857. Furthermore, he continues to expand 
his very fine collection of French postal 
markings, centering on the R evolution ary 
and Napoleonic periods. Some of the United 
States postal markings a re also now engagin g 
his attention, as they have since 1908. 

From hi s 1909 pioneer a rticle on cancella­
tions on th e U. S. 3c 1851 to his most recent 
work, Dr. Chase has held to a uniformly 
high st andard in all his philatelic published 
work . An excellent speaker on matters 
about st amps, he is always w elcomed when 
he can be prevailed upon to expound some 
subj ect to a st amp ga thering. 

W e have purposely omitted mention of Dr. 
Chase's professional activities in medicine. 
Valuab le as they have been , th ey form no 
portion of th e phi latelic biography, nor do 
they contribute to his choice fo r th e present 
Lichtenstei n awa rd . This is strictly a recog­
nition of his many, most usef ul , sound, ac­
curate contributions to phil a tely ove r a 
period of close to half a century, in a cres­
cendo which has apparently not yet reached 
its climax. L ong may he be ,,·ith us to bask 
in th e recognition of hi s \\"Ork by hi s fellows 
in stamp coll ectin g. ( S. G. R. ) 
Contained in "The R epo rt of th e Annual 
Meeting" (COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST 
Vol. XXXIII page 106) we re th e r emarks 
of th e Chairman of th e Library Committee, 
Mr. Juli an Gros, about an intensive survey 
currently being undertaken by one of the 
wo rld 's greates t libra ries, the New York 
Public Library, of the Club's libr a ry. This 
su rvey was completed and a report sub­
mitted on March 31, 1954· It cove rs 26 
typew ritten pages along w ith 4 pages of 
Exhibits and an Index. One cannot help but 
wonder at the thoroughness of thi s task, es­
pecially since all th ese se rvices were a con­
tribution on th e part of the New York Pub­
lic Library. Were an invoice to be rendered , 
we shudder to think about th e cos ts for the· 
many man-h ours devoted to thi s job. Every 
member of this Club should in proper justice 
wri te a letter of app reciation to Mr. R alph 
A. Beals, Director of the New York Public 
Library and the three men on his st aff to-
NO. 4 



LIBRARY SURVEY 
whom he delegated the work of carrying out 
this survey, Mr. Robert E. Kingery, Chair­
man, along wi th Mr. Joseph E. Hansbery and 
Mr. Paul B. Kebabian. 

It is to be regretted that because of space 
limitations, the entire New York Public Li­
brary Survey could not be published in this 
magazine for the information of every mem­
ber. Instead , as an unworthy substitute, 
this short summary is offered. 

The Survey is divided into 13 divisions 
and sub-divisions as fo llows : 

I. Introduction 
2. Service to Users 
3. Technical Processes 

a. Acquisitions 
b. Cataloguing 
c. Indexing 
d. Processing 

4. Publications and Exchange Program 
5. Financing 
6. Budget 
7. Staffing 
8. Implementation 
9. Summary 

IO. Exhibits 

Few have realized the state of the Col­
lectors C lub Library over th e past few dec­
ades. It is one thing for eve ry philatelist to 
agree upon th e need for an outstanding phila­
telic library. It is another thing to establish 
and mai nt ain thi s. Truly our Library can be 
compared fairly to a very gifted child who 
never has r eceived the proper ca re and guid­
ance by its parents. The Collectors Club 
will reach its 6oth anniversary in 1956. Over 
the years, its library has grown with only 
the interest of a very few of its loyal mem­
bers who devoted their spa re time, when 
avai lable, to the maintenance of this vital 
part of this Club. It was not until a few 
years back th a t a pa id (the amount is better 
left undisclosed) assistant was hired for our 
Library. Most all of the attention given 
has been on a voluntary basis. Those acting 
unselfishly received little encouragement. In 
fact these volunteers were subjected to more 
abuse than appreci ation. Every present 
member of the Club owes a debt of grati­
tude to all who have labored for the Library 
in the past, and even such expression cannot 
do justice to the many sacrifices made. 
THE CO
What is the current shape of the Col­
lectors Club Library? It is not good, to be 
most frank. The Summary of the New 
York Public Library stresses th is, from 
which this part of the Survey is quoted: 

"While the collection of the Collectors 
Club Library is outstanding, the technical 
organization of the collection is un satisfac­
tory. Such specialized collections receive in­
tensive use and therefore require intensive 
organization for such use. 

"The financial support of the collection, 
and therefore its personal r esources and 
se rvices offered, are not commensurate with 
the richness of the collection. The provi­
sions for the present and future growth of 
the collection are in adequ a te , and the Library 
will rapidly retreat from its present out­
standing position unless co rrective steps are 
taken. 

"While specific recommendations are made 
in various sugges tions of thi s report, the 
cruci al recommendations can be summarized 
as follows: 

" 1. Provide adequate financial support for 
the collection. 

"2 . Improve the technical organization of 
th e coll ection. " 

The Survey on every page ci tes the hit­
or-miss cur rent operation of the Library. 
The richn ess of the contents of this Library 
a re recognized by the Survey. There is no 
doubt th at thi s Club owns a very valuable 
asset, which cannot be duplicated. The Sur­
vey states that the Library "contains 10,000 
volumes of w hich approximately half are vol­
umes of periodicals. The Library receives 
approxima tely 7 5 current periodicals. " 

But all throughout this survey one reads 
of the li ab ilities offsetting this valuable asse t. 
Under "acquisition", it is noted that no plan 
ever has been devised for a systematic acqui­
sition of all philatelic publications. Through­
out this Survey one repeated ly reads of "no 
proper staff", "lack of money to carry out 
even th e essential work", "absence of a 
proper catalo gu ing and indexing system", 
" one person operation with sporadic outside 
help by volunteers", "lack of funds to acquire 
needed books", "overb urdening the present 
professional wit h too many duties" and "no 

(Continued on Page 232.) 
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MEXICO 

T he First Issue 1856 - 1861 

By CALVERT STIER 

(Continued From Page 139) 
Reprints 

U nde r th e 4 r . value references have made 
to rep rints. These, especially of the high 
values of 1856 and 1861, have been particu­
larly troublesome to Mexican collectors since 
the ea rly 189o's. They have flooded the 
ma rk et to such an extent th a t today a t least 
nine of every ten of the 4 r. and 8 r. offered 
are reprints , either wi th or w ithout fraudu­
lent cancell a tions. The origin al supply can 
be traced to at le ast two men; one an "over­
enthusiastic" Mexican collector in Guana­
juato, the second a well known dealer and 
publisher of St. L ou is, Mo. They were 
J oaquin Escalante, anoth er S. Allan T aylor 
in disgui se, and C. H. Mekeel. Although 
Mr. Mekeel denied th e dealing in "spu rious 
st amps", he knowingly or oth erwise, imported 
thou sands of th ese Mexican reprints and 
bogus provisionals. 

L ater on , one H. F lashk amm, who used 
various fi rm names such as the C. E . Huss­
man Stamp Co. , opened wide th e ga tes on 
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reprints. Some of these were so deceiving 
th at th ey found their way into some of the 
best collections, specially the 4 r. black on 
yellow of 1861. I have an interesting small­
sized price list , dated about 1917, from the 
Metropolit an Stamp Co. wi th a pertinent 
note which I quote: 

"T o Whom It May Concern: 

W e have sold to the C. E. Hussman 
Stamp Co. of St. L ouis, a lot of 1exican 
R eprints, w hich we believe are from the 
origin al plates . W e have also supplied th ese 
to five New Y o rk coll ectors, who are special­
iz ing in th ese s tamps. 

METROPOLITAN STAM P CO. 
per F. C ." 

MEXICO 1856-1867-REPRINTS 

We have a small qu antity of the 4 real 
and 8 real values, genuin e REPRI NTS, from 
th e ORIGINAL PLATES, w hich we offer 
at a very nomin al figure. 
Cat. Price 
of th e 

Original 

Our Price 
fo r the 

R epr ints 

1856, + r. red , no su rcharge ····································---···--------------
1856, 4 r. red, cancelled w ith District --------------------------------------
1856, 8 r. lil ac, no surch a rge --····-·---·--··----------------------------····--·-···-
1861 , 4 r. bl ack on yellow, w ith name ----------------------------------------
1861, 4 r. black on ye llow, without name ----------------------------------
1861 , 4 r. bl ack on yellow, used ( ! ) ----------------------------------------

$ 7.00 
2.50 

12.00 
6.oo 
3.00 
2.50 
7.50 

$ 0.40 
.50 
.65 
.60 
.30 
.30 

1861 , 8 r. red brown ----·--·-----···--··-···-·······-------------------·-···------------
186 1, 4 r. rose on ye l!o,v, unu sed ····-···--------------·-··-·-·--------······--
186 1, 4 r. rose on yellow, used ··--------·-··-·------------------------------------
1861, 8 r. green on brown, without surch. ·-------------------------------
1867, 4 r. "l\/I ex ico" in go thic type ·------------------------------------------

12.00 
4.00 

12.50 
20.00 

.90 
I.IO 

.60 
I.IO 

2.50 
 NO. + 185 
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Fig. 8 . Reprints of the 4r. bright vermili on . 
The catalog prices have, of course, risen 
s lightly since then but the reprints still sell 
for about the same. It is interesting to note 
that it cost twice as much for a 4 r. black 
on yellow with a spurious name as w ithout 
surch a rge. (Figs. 8, 9 , reprints of 1856, 
1861). 

Members interes ted in studying the re­
prints can consult DeSmeth and Fayolle who 
devote seve r al pages of their book to a li st­
ing of th e reprints found for each district . 
Charles J. Phillips in hi s 1917 cat alog also 
gave a good li st with notes on how to id entify 
th e fake surcha rges. 

Genera lly only th e 8 r. lil ac of 1856 and 
th e 4 r. black on yellow of 1861 give much 
trouble. I have not found any rep rints of 
the 1856 iss ue, ,0 r. or 1 r. (although I am 
informed th at such ex ist ) and but a few of 
th e 2 r. all in a dull med ium g reen shade, 
usually with a cancellation of one of th e 
comm on distr ic ts. The + r. red is easy t o 
detect if one h as but a single copy known to 
be genuine w ith which to co mp a re. The re­
prints of thi s value a re inv a riably in a bright 
vermilion shad e totally unlike th e issued 
stamp. Th e 8 r. is more difficult to dis­
cern as th e shad es so metime approach close­
ly the issued st amp and th e pape r is almos t 
identical. The originals a re, as a rul e, clear­
ly printed in a lil ac or pale red lil ac shade . 
The reprints usually are darker and mor e 
dull. The ones th at I have examin ed a r e 
mostly with District name and cancelled. A 
knowledge of postmarks is helpful as usually 
an inco rrect type of canceller is ass igned to 
a District , although I possess some very 
d ece iving exa mpl es from Mexico with th e 
<:orrect circul ar obliteration. 

It is not proposed to study he re the dif­
fer ent District overprints no r th eir degree 
-of rarity despite their fascination for fully 
186 THE CO
9::> % of th e specialists, th e auth or included. 
Their collection and stud y dates back to the 
ve ry earliest days, indeed , an excellent ac­
cumul ation of th em was go tten togeth er by 
th e Ca ill ebotte brothers of P a ris in 1878-79. 
M ess rs. DeSmeth and Fayolle in th ei r very 
fine boo k not only tabulated th e compl ete 
sh ipments to each district , illu stra ting the 
types of surcha rge fou nd, but also gave a 
" co-effi cie nt of rarity " based on th e com mon­
est D is trict , Mexico. Both Phillips and 
Aguirre, in th ei r ea rly ca talogs, attempted 
th e pricing of th e commonest varieties, not 
always with too much success . Specialists 
have a tet: e r indication of value if they 
possess so me of the auction ca t alogs of H . R . 
H armer Inc and Robson Lowe of the l as t 
ten yea rs during which such fine coll ections 
and stocks as W. T. Wil son, L age rloef, T ay­
lor, E. J. L ee, J. H. Bar ron , etc. w ere dis­
pe rsed . 

There is , ho\\'ever, a period of t ime in th e 
use of thi s F irst I ssue which shou ld be 
brought to the a ttention of collec to rs, viz. 
18 58-59-60. It may not be ge nerally kn own 
but our Sister R epublic to th e south of the 
Rio Grande engaged in a ve ry sanguinary 
C ivil W a r just a few years prior to ou r 
own con fli ct. Even th e most casual student 
of lVIexican aff airs would come to th e con­
clu sion th at th ere was almost perpetual war­
fare eve r since th e las t of th e Viceroys. 
There had been but one legally elected Presi­
dent who served out his four year te rm: the 
first , Guadalupe Victori a, 1825-1829. The 
Independence of Mexico da tes fro m Febru­
a ry, 182i. Since this period to the advent 
of the French Occupation, seventy- two indi­
viduals have figured as Chief Executives of 
th e nation under imperial , regency, provi­
sional and eve ry variety of rep ublican titl es. 
R evolutions with all degrees of bloodshed 
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Fig. 9. Reprints of the 4r. black on yellow. All but the f irst are in the greasy black ink 
which is the tell-tale mark of these repr ints. 
\\"ere thu s practically continuous, but a bit­
ter Civil War commenced bet\\·een the Lib­
era l P a rty and th e ad herents of th e Church 
upon th e abdica tion of Gener al Comonfort 
on J anu a ry q , 1858. 

A ne\\" co nstitution h ad been drawn up in 
February. 1857 \\"ith General Comonfort as 
head of th e Libera l P a rty to ca rry out its 
prov1s1c ns. The property of the clergy h ad 
been sequestra ted . Up to thi s time, one­
third of a ll th e rea l and person al property in 
1\!I ex ico had bee n owned by th e C hurch. 
:Vl any of th e fin es t buildings, as well as large 
tracts of land in th e hea rt of large cities, 
belonged to th e clergy. Th e bishop's palaces 
a t Puebl a and at the Cap it a l co nta in ed so 
many deeds. leases, etc. th a t they \\" e re more 
like a cou nty clerk's offi ce ra ther th an the 
residence o f an ecclesias tica l dignit a ry. The 
Church \1·as the po\\"Cr in i\1exico. 

The C h u rch P ar ty vio lentl y opposed the 
Libe r al P a rty and its ai ms. Fina lly th e 
pressu re \1·as too great, so General Comon­
fort \\·as forced to fl ee . Th e government 
\\·as t aken over by Genera l Zuloaga a t Mexi­
co City. January 21. 1858. Th e Presidency 
under the Constitutio n o f 18-7 \\" as to be 
assumed l:: y tf.e Chief Ju stice of th e Su­
preme Cour t . t here being no offi ce of Vice­
Presidency. Benito Ju a rez, th e C hief Ju s­
ti ~e, dema nded th e office of th e Pres id ency 
bu t \\"as obliged to fl ee for hi s li fe. At 
first , re se t up a provis ional gove rnm ent at 
Guanajuato but shortl y af te r moved on to 
Vera Cruz \\·here he fo rm all y asked for th e 
all egiance o f th e various States. This was 
gener all v g r anted him by a ll excep t th e Capi­
tal and the State of i\1exico, \\·hich included 
r!· e cities in the vicin ity of the Cap ita l. The 
C ivil W a r thu s commenced . S ubsequently, 
Gene ral i\lir amon headed th e Church Party 
and deposed Zuloaga. H e invested th e 
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Capital from J anuary 3 1, 1859 until De­
cember 2~ , 1860, a period of a lmost two full 
yea rs. 

The question now ar ises, what about the 
pos ta l se rvice during thi s time? The Capital 
with the su r rou nding country was in control 
of one armed ca mp , a ll the remainder of the 
cou ntry in the other. With two separate 
and di s tinct governments, were th e re two 
separate pos t a l systems such as was set up 
in thi s co untry between th e Co n federacy and 
the U ni on? Not a t a ll- both sid es used the 
same postage s tamps and fr anked their let­
te rs with th em , o r without th em as was 
freque ntly th e case . l t is this uniqu e sys­
tem th a t I wish to illu st r a te. Mr. C harles 
E. W a lcott of New Orleans call ed my at­
tenti on to thi s inte res ting period in the his­
tory of th e Mexican P os t Office. Some of 
the ma te ri a l he re in described belongs to him. 

For in st ance. h e h as fou nd a lette r dated 
April 27, 1858 from Gu anaju ato to Mexico 
City (bo th under the C lericals), w hich tells 
of inclosing a lette r from Vera Cruz ( under 
the Liberals) to the writer a t Guanajuato. 
The contents of the Guanajuato let te r con­
ce rn a shipment from abroad being held at 
th e port of Vera C ruz, and th e write r is 
willing to a \\·a it th e se ttl ement of p1ilitical 
matters (" la co ncl usion de las cosas politicas) 
l::efore accepting the goods to avoid paying 
double duty, "as I believe othe r houses have 
done who have merch andise there. " Appar­
ently to this business m an, the wa r did not 
have th e importance of a co nstitution a l strug­
gle as ass igned to it by hi storian s, but rather 
the unimportance of "cosas politicas." (Fig. 
IO). 

L e t us see how the shipments of st amps 
from i\ l ex ico City to th e Districts continued 
cl u ring th ese t roublous tim es. 

In i\l r. S . Chapman 's \\·ork are st a ti s tics 
 NO. ~ 



MEx1co's FrRST IssuE 1856-61 
"t!'/·· 
J:,, 4'11' ,,/,. 

Fi g. l 0. Stampless cover from Queretaro to 
Mexico City, blue cancel. 

for each yea r of th e st amps despa tched to 
th e Princip al Districts througho ut the R e­
public. U pon receipt of th ese st amps at each 
of th e Princip al Offices, th e name of th at 
office was hand stamped on every one , thus 
se rving as a co ntrol o r check on any theft 
of a qu antity of the unsurch1rgcd st amps 
which acco rdin g to decree were not to be 
recognized. For th e First I ssue , th ere were 
49 Princip al Districts which appli ed their 
names to th e st amps as rece ived from )\,ft'xico 
City. Four small Districts close to the 
Capital used ad hesives without any sur­
cha rge. The system of surcharging District 
names was followed, as all sys tems generally 
a re, wi th more or less ca relessness so th at 
eve n from th e la rge r, more pop ulous Dis­
tricts, stamps can be found used wi thout any 
name. 

In August, I856 at the time of th e first 
shipm ents, the Liberal Government of Gen­
eral Comonfo rt held sway through ou t th e 
Republic. There then was a brief pe riod of 
quiet, orde rly government with raid s of 
brigand s held to a minimum. Thus sh ip­
ments were made regul a rly to all parts of 
the country, each of th e Postal District s re­
ceiving supplies as needed. In the case of 
Districts in th e more remote pa rts, th e remit­
t ances we re of larger amounts and less fre ­
quently made th an those aro und M exico 
City. I h ave compiled a char t showing th e 
shipments of st amps to each Dist rict for 
eve ry month from August, I 856 to April , 
186 I , when th e new se ries of stamps was in­
troduced. (F ig. I I ). A study of this is 
quite enlightening as to when ce rtain of th e 
Districts we re entirely out of st amps and 
had to fall back on th e "sello negro" of 
franked st ampl ess covers . 
188 THE COL
In order to understand w hat happened to 
orderly post al routine, the dates of th e fo l­
lowing events a re helpful: 

1858, J anu ary 1 I. Upris ing in Mexico 
City proclaiming General Zuloaga as Presi­
dent. Comonfort fl ees th e country. 

1858, J anu ary 18. Ben ito Ju arez establishes 
th e "Constitutional Government" at Guana­
juato. 

1858, May 4. Jua rez arrives at Vera C ruz 
and sets up the headqu arters of his gove rn­
ment th e re. Most of the northern and ex­
treme south ern co untry ad heres to his party. 
Orizava, Puebla, Mexico and a few other 
ci t ies stand by Zuloaga. 

I858, August to 1ovember. C ivil W ar 
with seve ral gener als in th e field. Postal 
business badly interrupted. 

1859, J anu ary 6. General Miramon of th e 
Church P ar ty wins ou t and is nomin a ted for 
Pres ident at Mexico City by a Junta. 
Zuloaga abdicates and in February Miramon 
ass umes office. 

1859, February. Martial L aw. Due to 
much loss by British (and other) subjects, 
ships of war a re sent to Mexico. (Note: 
this was a financial operation of combined 
French , Spanish and British bankers who 
bought up th e government loans at a discount. 
All of th e bankers pressed their governments 
fo r a rmed ass istance to termin ate the Civil 
W a r. The United States could not inter­
fere due to its own internal difficulties.) 

I 859, July. Jua rez confiscates the Church 
property in th e provinces under his control. 

I859, D ecember. Miramon rallies his 
a rmy and t akes to th e field. He defe ats 
th e Liberals in a battle of Colima. 

I86o, March 5. Mi ramon besieges Vera 
Cruz and bombards it. 

1860, March 21. The siege is ra ised. 
Miramon retires back towa rds Puebla. (At 
this time his party now holds only th e cou n­
try between Puebla and the Capi t al toge th er 
w ith Queretaro and Cuernavaca.) 

1860, May 1. Zuloaga proclaims himself 
Pres id ent. Miramon returns to th e Capi­
t al and arrests Zuloaga on the 9 th. H e now 
rules with great harshn ess at Mexico C ity. 

1860, August IO. Generals Ortega and 
D agoll ado of the Liberal P arty defeat the 
forces of Miramon at Silao. 

1860, O ctober. The foreign ministers quit 
th e Capital. 
LECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXII!, NO. 4 
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Year--+ 
Month--+ 

Acapulco 
Apam 
Campeche 
Chalco 
Ch ia pas 
Chihuahua 
Coli ma 
Cordova 
Cuernavaca 
Durango 
Guadalajara 
Guanajuato 
Hermosillo 
Huejutla 
lalapa 
Lagos 
Maravatio 
Mazatlan 
Merida 
Mexico !City) 
Monterrey 
Morelia 
Oaxaca 
Orizava 
Pachuca 
Puebla 
Queretaro 
Saltillo 
S. L. Potosi 
Tabasco 
Tampico 
Temascal tepee 
Tixtla Guerro. 
Tlalpujahua 
Toluca 
Tula 
Tulancingo 
Vera Cruz 
Victoria 

I 
Zacatecas 

SECTION I 

Detai ls of the Shipme nt of Sta mps to the Various Postal Distr icts 
from Aug. 29 , 1856 to March , 1861 

1856 1857 1858 
9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

* * 
* 
* * 
* 
* * * 
* * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * 
* * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * 
* * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * 

* * 
* * * * * 
* * * 
* * * 
* 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Fig. II. 

10 11 12 

* 

* * 

* 

* 

* 
* * * 

* 
* 
* * 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 
* * 
* 
186 1. January I. Miramon evacuates the 
Caoital. The Constitutionali st Army (Lib­
eral Party) enters . On the 11th Juarez 
arrives. 

1861 , June 3. The rebel General Ocampo 
is executed. Congress gives Juarez dicta­
torial powers. 

1861, July 17. Congress rnspen<ls pay-
ments on the foreign debt for two years. 
England and France break off diplomatic re­
lations with Mexico. 
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186 1, October 31. The Spanish, French 
and English sign a convention to combine in 
hostile ope r ations against th e Juarez Gov­
ernment. 

1861 , December 17. Spanish forces occupy 
Vera Cruz. 

1862 , J anua ry 7. British naval and French 
military expeditions arrive at Vera Cruz. 

From here on follows what is known as 
the French Occupation with the subsequent 
Empire of Maximilian. 
O. 4 189 
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SECTI ON II 

Details of the Shipment of Stamps to the Various Postal Districts 
from Aug. 29, 1856 to March , 1861 

Year --+ 1859 1860 1 2/3 
Month --)>-- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1861 

----
Acapulco 
Apam 
Campeche 
Chai co 
Chiapas * 
Chihuahua 
Co lima * Cordova * 
Cuernavaca * * * * * * * * * * 
Durango 
Guadalajara * * * * 
Guanajuato * * * * * * * * * * * 
Hermosill o 
Huejutla 
Jalapa * * * * * * * * * 
Lagos * * * 
Marava ti o * * 
Maza tl an 
Mer ida 
Mex ico (Cit y) * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Monte rrey 

* * Morelia * * * * * 
Oaxaca * * * * * 
Orizava * * * * * * * * 
Pachuca * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Puebla * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Que re taro * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Sa ltill o 
S. L. Potosi * * * * 
Tabasco * 
Tampico 
Te masco l tepee * Ti x tla Guer ro. * 
Tlalpujahua * * 
Toluca * * * * * * * * * 
Tula * * * 
Tulancin go * 
Vera Cruz * * * * * 
Victori a 
Zacatecas * * * 

Fi g. II. 
Postage stamps a re but th e refl ect ion of 
their country's history. Ce rtainly nothing so 
reflects its nation 's unsettled times as th e 
shipments, or absence of th em, of th e st amps 
of Mexico during th e years 1858 to 1860. 

As th e Principal Offices received th eir 
stamps fro m the H ead Office they were sup­
posed in turn to supp ly th e smalle r offices 
in th eir v1c1111ty. This is th e opposi te of ou r 
sys tem whereby all of th e offices in th e 
co untry receive th eir suppli es direc tly from 
190 THE COL
W ashing ton, D. C. This syste m th a t th e 
l\/I ex icans adop ted gave rise to many pe­
culi a rities \\'hich make the collection of the 
ea rly st amps and covers such a fasc in a ting 
pursuit. 

For instance , af t er Zuloaga took ove r the 
Capital , Juarez was for a time in control of 
Puebla. Being forced from it in March, 
1858, th e postmas te r, w ho was a Liberal 
P ar ty man, carried off with him or concealed 
the handstamp used to ove rp r int th e district 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXXl!l, N O. 4 
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Fi g. 12. The l r. used without name from San Martin , April 5, 1858. 
n ame. \ Vhen ne\\' suppli es of st amps we re 
sen t, but before a ne\\' hands t amp was made, 
th e office at Puebla sen t some one real value 
to a tO\\·n named San l\/Iartin which norm ally 
repo rted to it . These were without over­
print. The postmaster a t San Martin could 
not surcharge tl: em so he sold the st amps 
\\·ithout any d istrict name. A cove r with 
this use of the 1 real, dated April 5, 1858, is 
show n. (Fig. 12). 

Du ring th e ri se and fa ll of gove rnm ents, 
the post office continu ed to function, though 
often on ly for local business. It is presumed 
tha t when the C le rica ls \\·ere in powe r th ey 
con tin ued to pay the office help, and w hen 
the Liber:i~s came in th at th ey did likew ise. 
Appare ntly the pos t office \\' as like th at 
merchan t of Vera Cruz. a\\·aiti ng the set tle-
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ment of "cosas politicas." Of course, it 
co uld not be expected th at th e Church Party 
a t Mexico City would se nd st amps to the 
Libe ra l P a rty at Vera C ruz o r elsewhere, so 
that very shortly afte r an office came und er 
the Ju arez co nt ro l it ceased to have postage 
st amps. This led to th e long per iod of stamp­
less letters \\'ith a black hands t amp of the 
word "franco" o r "f ranqueado" denoting 
post age had been paid. This is te rmed "sello 
negro (literally, " black stamp " ) and the 
necessi ty of th at use w as recognized by post­
a l decree. 

It is interesting to trace when this st amp­
less period began in th e various districts. As 
an example: The large district of Durango 
in th e Nor th received th e fo llowing st amps 
for th e period in question. 
1858, Jan. 29 
l\I ay l 8 
Jul y 12 

1859, for the year ............................... .. 
900 

1860. for th e year, ............................. .. 
1861 , Jan. to April .............................. .. 
l 861, April 19 .......................................... 676 

( the new issue) 

Ir. 
2000 
IOOO 

776 

2r. 
2850 

950 
950 

none 
none -­
none --

4r. 
600 
300 
300 

2020 1800 

Sr. 

300 
60 

720 
Thus from August , 1858 until April, 1861 
\\'hen the ne\\' issue was sent out, Durango 
rece ived no sta mps at all. With but l ,ooo 
of the un rea l and 1900 of the dos reales on 
hand afte r May 18, 1858, it co uld not be 
long before th e post office would be entirely 
out of tho se values. The small offices se rved 
by Durango would not rece ive any more 
sta mps si nce th e Princip al Office would keep 
fo r itself th e few th at it had on hand. The 
firs t instance th at I have found was a t Gui­
chapa, a cover franked with town name and 
"F r anco", dated June l l, 1858. (Fig. 13) . 

A cover from Mineral de! Oro to Dur-
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Fig. 13 . Left Stampless cover from Guichapa to Durango, June 11, l 858. 

Fig. 14. Right Stampless cover from Mineral del Oro and " Franco", January, 1858 . 
ango, dated January 16, 1858, is pe rh aps due 
to th e fact that thi s small mining town may 
neve r have rece ived st amps a t all. (Fig. 
14). The sta mpless covers from towns in 
th e tate of Durango are pa rticul a rly fi gura­
tive ; in m any cases they ret ained th e same 
cance ll er used in pre-stampic days. Show n 
a re th ose fr om M uleros, San Dimas and 
Ynde . ( Figs. 15, 16, 17 ). Durango se rved 
27 sub-offi ces when all of them ran out of 
st amps by th e summer of 1858. A s to Dur­
ango itsel f the las t supply of 950 of the dos 
reales could not have las ted much longer 
th an one month af ter r eceipt, vi z, th e end of 
Aug ust. 

I have a se ries of letters from Du ran go to 
a firm in :\Iazatlan running from October , 
1857 to August, 1858. All are in the same 
handwriting and all bear the 2 reales stamp 
in th e same vello"· g reen shade. This \\·as 
an origina l find. Althou gh [ have no stamp­
less to show the defi n ite tim e when st amps 
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were no longe r available, it is very probable 
th at Augu st , 1858 w as the lates t month. The 
co rrespond ence was undoubtedly kept up but 
the finder of th e archives, not being inter­
ested in posta l history but only in saleable 
a rticl es, kept the cove rs w ith stamps and de­
stroyed th e st ampless . 

One of th e Principal Offices in the far 
north was C hihu ahu a, Capi tal of the State 
of the same name. A look at the chart will 
show th at C hihu ahua received stamps quite 
regularly from August , 1856 until January, 
1858 but none after th at date. General 
Zuloaga of the Chu rch P a rty took over the 
Cap ita l a t that time. I can find no covers 
used from Chihuahua with stamps after ea rly 
1857 wh e reas th e stampless are comparative­
ly co mm on. Th e illustra tion is of th e cur­
rent type of cancell ation which remain ed in 
use up until th e 1868 issue. ( Fig. 18). E x­
cep t for a bri ef interlude in 186 1-62 Chi­
hu ahu a was w ithout stamps until Septem-
~­
_$}~ ~~P?' 

sad. ..--... ...... _ / 

-q~~~ 
Fig . 15. Left Stampless cove r from Muleros to Durango, red cancel. 

Fig. 16. Right "Franqueado San Dimas" in red , 1860. 
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Fig. 17 . Left Stampless cover showing Ynde in black, December 1 852. 

Fig. 18 . Right Oval cancel from the Head Office of Chihuahua, addressed to Frederic 
Stallforth, pi oneer merchant of the district . 
ber, 1868 as th e French control during the 
Occupation was but nominal. The one ship­
ment of "Eagles" was hard ly touched. All 
of th e tow ns in this entire area seldom had 
s tamps , the co rrespond ence being ca rried on 
by means of the "sell o negro." The postal 
service was entirely in adeq uate and the 
business hou ses maintained private couriers, 
generally In dia n runners. The stagecoach 
was lit tle u ~ed in this rough terrain . 

These northern districts so remote from 
the Cap it al ' 'ere se rved by wretched roads, 
h a rdly more than cow paths, beset by ma­
raudin g ba ndits and self appointed generals, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXIII , 
espousing fir st one ca use then another. There 
were often month s at a time without news 
from the outside world. 

The central pa rt of th e country which in­
cludes the more populous districts surround­
ing th e Capital, we re se rved as a rule by 
st age coach known in Mexico by the term 
" Diligencias Generales." (Fig. I9 ) . The 
head offi ce was a t Mexico City in the old 
Iturbid e P alace, la te r a hotel , and now shops 
and offices in th e heart of th e city. The 
massive co urtyard and gateway from which 
th e great coaches rumbled may st ill be seen. 

The Diligencias we re modelled after our 
Fig. 19. The Diligencia , as shown in an old print. 
NO. 4 I93 
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Fig. 20. Oval Diligencias " Generales" cancel. 

W es te rn st agecoach so well known from 
Mark Twain's vivid description in " Roughin ' 
It" . They generally ran with eight or nine 
mul es att ached , carrying passenge r s, bag­
gage and sacks of mail. About eighty miles 
were tr avelled daily which required twelve to 
fifteen hours depending on th e condition of 
th e ro ads. Appleton's Guide to Mexico, I883 
ed ition , says: 

" It should be r ema rked th at not more 
than two or three diligence ro ads in th e 
whole co untry are kept in repair and th e 
jolting and shaking to w hich th e tourist is 
su bj ected is exceedingly disagreeable. (The 
same, if not worse, condition s would be true 
twenty yea rs previous.) Experienced M exi­
can tr avellers are able to sleep in the dili­
gence in th e ea rly morning, but this is sel­
dom th e case with th e stranger." 

The Diligencias seldom maintained any 
regular schedule . On th e best road in th e 
cou ntry, th at from Vera Cruz by way of 
Puebla to I\/Iex ico City, conn ecting three of 
th e most important commercial cities, th e 
ma il s usually took four days for a di st ance 
of 26+ mil es, some 90 le agues. Th e fare was 
about $30.00. For mails posted a t a Dili­
gence Office rath er than the post office, a 
special cancell ation was applied, gene rally a 
rather narrow double lined oval with in­
sc ription , " Diligencias Generales Adman de 
M ex ico." (F ig. 20). Another type, used later 
as a rul e, was a large r oval with simil a r 
inscription but with th e Mexican Coat of 
Arms in th e center. (F ig. 2I ). 

These central districts served by the Dili­
gencias Generales natur ally received more 
regular shipm ents of st amps th an the out­
lying provinces. A glance agai n at th e chart 
will show that most of them received sup­
pl ies quite frequently in 1857 and I858 but 
afte r th e occupation of Mexico City in 1859 
th e sendings to many ceased altogether. Then 
19+ THE CO
Fig. 21 . Diligencias " Eagles" cancel on the 
25c. 1873 . 

th ey had to reso rt to provi sion al use of th e 
" fr anco" with the rate numer al. For pro­
visional th ey a re similar to hand st amped 
" PAIDS" of th e Confederacy listed in the 
Dietz handbook. In thi s connection I quote 
from an a rticl e in Gibbons' Monthly Jour­
nal, April , 1895, by E. Stanley Gibbons . That 
gentl eman had then retired from th e st amp 
business and was travelling abou t th e wo rld. 
Speaking of hi s trip to Mexico, he wrote, 
"-Mr. C h ap man has a most interes ting col­
lec tion including many of the r a rer va rieties 
of l\!I ex ico . Some cove rs surcha rged 'San 
Luis P otosi' dated 1859, were shown me. 
These w ere impressed with la rge numer als 
in bl ack-of 3 and 4 reales-and in one 
case bore an imprint of 4 over 3 reales sur­
cha rge . Strictly , th ese ought to be classed 
wi th oth e r provisionals as de noting postage 
paid; but like many si mil ar iss ues, are ig­
nored owing to their uninteresting appear­
ance ." 

I am the happy possesso r of one of these 
ic'entica l provisionals from th e Chapman col­
lection . (Fig. 22). No te the two different 
types of postmarks, th e one bea r ing th e da te 
-Oct. 1859. 

Fig. 22 . Provisional from S. L. Potosi , 4 
over 3. 
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S.L\JlS POTOSI 

JALAPA 
lJUN I O 6 

C\fUAMANTLA) 
Fig. 23. Cancellat ions. 
It would serve no great purpose to a t­
tempt a list of a ll th e town names to be 
fou nd on stampless covers of this period. 
Suffice to say th ey a re sufficiently numerous 
in a length of time of over three years for 
many of th e post offices. As th e late Dr. 
Fo rrest Shreve pointed out in an article in 
"the American Philatelist" of November, 
1944, 

"There is no case in which a coun try has 
aband oned th e use of stamps af ter th ey were 
once adop ted. It is really remarkable th at 
throughout th e history of all stamp issuing 
countries there has been maintained an al­
most uninterrupted supply of ad hes ive 
vouchers for the prepayment of postage. In 
small countri es and remote colonies it has 
of ten been necessa ry to resort to surch a rges 
or split provisionals to meet tempor ary 
shortages of stamps. Only in r a re cases 
have st amps been w holly lacking, -". Dr. 
Shreve then went on to describe a period of 
Mexican history of l 7 months w hen there 
were no st amps a t all available outside th e 
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Capital , viz. after th e fa ll of the '.VIaxi mili an 
Empire from April, 1867 to August, 1868. 
That period is well known to all :\I exican 
collectors but I think this is the firs t time 
that atte nti on has been drawn in a philatelic 
magazine to th e interesting yea rs of the C ivil 
War. 

The importance in understanding th ese 
years ,,·hen th ere was a lack of stamps at 
the various offices li es in th e easy de tecting 
of "doctored" cove r s, many of which bear 
fractions of th e 4 r. and 8 r. stamps for use 
when th e common l and 2 real were gone. 
The fa ker has in this way cr eated from 
common st ampless covers imitations of in­
teresting and valuable "b isects". 

Many countries du e to tempor a ry short­
ages have allowed th e use of bisected st amps, 
th e early New Brunswick, I ewfou ndl and 
and Nova Scotia being ou tst anding examples. 
Mexico has possibly been th e most prolific. 
There were in many of th e districts la rge 
suppli es of the 4 and 8 re ales on hand after 
th e consumption of th e needed l and 2 reales. 
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MEXICO'S FIRST ISSUE 1S56-61 
Fig. 24. Bisect of the 4r . from Guadalajara . 
Th e offices cut th ese st amps into h alves and 
qu a rters (even one-e ighth of th e S real is 
known used!) so th a t the supply of all val­
ues w as completely exh aus ted before th ey 
had to r eso rt to st ampless cove rs. The Scott 
cat alog lists and prices on cove r th e follow­
ing : 

2b 1 r, half used as 0 r ------------------------ $ 55.00 
3c 2r, ha lf used as 1r -------------------------- 40.00 
4a 4r, half used as 2r -------------------------- 20.00 
4b 4r, qu ar ter used as l r -------------------- 40.00 
5c Sr, eighth used as 1 r ______________________ 100.00 

yl Sr, qu arter used as 2r ------------------ 20.00 
5e Sr, half used as 4r -------------------------- 40.00 
51 Sr, three-qu a rters used as 6 r ________ 100.00 

Of these numbers 4a and 5d are by far 
the commonest and th e price quoted is a bit 
high. All of the others a re quite rare and 
their valuation depends not only on th e de­
sirability of the cover but on the circum­
stances of th e sale. 

In an article in " th e American Phil atelist " 
August , 1930, by A. L. Terego, a list of th e 
Districts using bi sec ted stamps was given. 
Since then I have been able to make some 
additions together with some new discoveries 
in the use by various sub-offices so that I 
hope the tabulation given will prove to be 
quite complete. I would appreciate new dis­
coveries being communicated to me. 
196 THE COL
C li i /111 aliua. Half of the +r. known. From 
th e office of P arral a rare cover in fre Tay­
lor Sale co nt ains a 2 r. plus th e vertical half 
of anoth e r 2 r. to make a 3 real es rate. 

Cordov a. A similar cove r to the P arral , 
ceing th e vertical half of the 2 r. plus t wo 
copies of the 1 r. to make th e 3 rea les r ate. 
H alf of th e + r. reported also. 

Durango. Apparently th e head office did 
not bi sect stamps but in th e Barron Sale 
there were cove rs from two of th e sub offices. 
Cuencame, half of the 4 r. dated Jun e, 1S5S. 
Gav il anes, half of th e 4 r. and anoth er, 2 r. 

plus half of the 2 r. for th e 3 reales rate. 
Both cove rs a re dated in 1S5S. 

G uarlalajara. Bisected stamps common for 
this district in 1S5S and 1S59. Many ex­
amp les noted with h alf of the + r. (Fig. 
24) o r a qu a rter of th e S r. For Colima , 
cove r dated August, 1 S5S, with half of th e 
S r. used as the 4 r.-a scarce use. Bisects 
of the 4 r. are noted for C. Guzman and 
T ecolotlan; one-quarter of the S r. for T ama­
zul a, C. Guzman and T ecolotlan (Fig. 25) . 
A fin e cover in the Chapman collection had 
three-quarters of the S r. used for the 6 
reales r a te, 1S5S, from Tecolotlan. 

Guanajuato. A large va riety found for 
this district, including the rare No. 2b, verti­
cal half of the l r. used as a 0 real on 
cover with 2 r. ( 1S5S, Jan. 29, from Chap-
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Fi g. 25. Half of the 4r. used with 1 r. from Tecolotl an. 
man col lection.) H alf of th e 2 r. known 
from Leon and Y rapuato. H alf of the 4 r. 
from the H ead Office and from L eon. 
Quarter of the 4 r. , a r a re use, r eported by 
Terego but T have not ye t seen it. H alf of 
the 8 r. from Silao, 1858, June. Qu arter of 
the 8 r. (q uite co mmon ) from th e H ead 
Office. 

H11 ej 11tla. Only one example noted and it 
must be qu ite rare . Overprint H ueju tl a, 
cancell ation Tuspan , diagonal half of the + r. 

lalapa. This has not been previously re­
ported. I have record of a vertical half of 
the 8 r. used as + reales on regis tered cover 
w ith th e " Ce rti ficado" cance ll a ti on. 

Lagos . Quite rare: I have a ve rtica l half 
of the + r. and anoth er cover w ith h alf of 
the 2 r. pl us a 2 r. used for th e 3 real es 
r ate. The half of th e 8 r. is reco rd ed but I 
have not seen a cove r. 

M aravatio. Only one noted, a quarter of 
the 8 r. in th e Chapman collecti on. 

Mazatlan. Apparently this d istrict was not 
too low on st amps despite rece iving no sup­
plies after September, 1858. I have seen but 
two bisects of the 4 r. and both were used in 
February of 1861 , a very la te date . 

M erida. A rare district. Only item noted 
was in the Taylor collection; a s. e. <)uarte r 
of the 4 r., no. 4b, used from the town of 
Tekax. 
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M orelia. One of th e commone r dis tricts 
found. Morelia cut th e stamps horizontally 
whereas th e co mmon bisects are vertical 
cuts. I have a long li st of quarters of th e 
8 r. and halves of th e 4 r. All a re dated in 
i 860 show in g th a t this office maint ain ed a 
supply of st amps almost to th e end of the 
issue. Morelia was frequently held by th e 
sa me party th at held th e Cap ital so that 
supplies cou ld be sen t. In th e C hapman 
coll ection was an inte res ting cove r with th e 
horizontal half of th e 2 r. plus another 
horizontal half of the 4 r. to m ake a 3 reales 
r ate. From Tacambaro I note a half of th e 
+ r. dated August, 1859 and anoth er dated 
July, 1860. Angamacuti ro, a vertical half 
of th e 4 r. dated August, 1858 is th e earliest 
I have see n. Probably oth er town s ex ist. 

Oaxaca. From a R obson Lowe sale is re­
co rded a rare cover dated M ay, 1859, wi th 
a h alf of th e 4 r. plus one-q uarter of the 
4 r. (No. 4 a and 4 b). Half of th e 4 r. 
and qu a rter of th e 8 r. have been fou nd. 
T ehuantepec, ve rtical h alf of the 8 r. used 
April, 1858. 

Pu ebla. This di strict is peculi a r in th at 
I have reco rds of but four covers ye t each 
one bears a different fractional st amp. Two 
in th e Taylor collection, two in Chapman. 

1. Used 1858, top half of the 2r. used 
alone and unu sual since practically all of th e 
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Fig. 26. Half of the 4r. used from Fresni l lo. 
bisected 2 reales st amps \\·e re used rn con­
juncti on \\·ith oth e r values . 

2. Used 1858, half of th e + r. 
3. D ate unknown, vertical half of the 8 r. 
4. Used A pril , 186 1, a very late use, th e 

quarter of the 8 r. 

Qu erelaro. App a rentl y th e H ead Office 
did not use fra ctional st amps as all the covers 
known a re from town s in th e district. San 

tiiguel Allende, half of th e + r. ; Salvatier­
ra , th e sa me; Celaya , th e same, April , 1858 
and anoth e r with hori zontal half of th e 2 r. 

dated 'l a rch, 1859. 

San Luis P otosi . A large use r of fr ac­
tional 2, + and 8 reales st amps from June, 
1858 until 1861. The fol lowing have been 
recorded: 

2 r. plus half of the 2 r. ( 3 re ales) 
4 r. plu s diagonal half of the 2 r. (5 

real es). 
2 r. pl us vertical h alf of th e 2 r. pl us 

horizo ntal half of the 8 r. (7 reales) 
+ r ve rtical halves, several known. The 

ea rliest in June, 1858 and the lat­
es t June, l 86 r. 

H alf of th e + r. plus two copies of the I r. 

used for 4 reales. In an old col­
lec ti on and possibly doubtful. 

8 r. , quarters , early and late use . 
Horizontal half of th e 8 r. plus a 2 r. used 
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on fu ll cover, 1858, in L agerloef co l­
lecti c n. 

T abasco. T\\·o note :!, both halves of th e 
+ r. and used in 1859. 

T olu ca. R eco rd ed for th e first time, th e 
qu a rter of th e 8 r. which is unusual for thi s 
dist rict since Toluca should have had an 
ample supply of stamps. Two reales stamps 
\\·e re littl e used here as th e co rrespond ence 
was mostly with i\if ex ico C ity and the I real 
rate appli ed . 

V era Cruz. Another case where th e H ead 
Office did not use fra ctional s t amps but the 
tO\rn s did. I have Tlacotalpam and Alvarado 
bo th \.\·ith diago na l halves of th e + r. 

Z aca tecas. Th e commonest district for 
fra ctional s ta mps and th e only one which has 
al l of th e eight varieties as li sted in the ca ta­
log. P oss ibl e one- third of th e covers kn own 
tod ay em ana te from th e town s in this moun­
ta in State. According to D e Smeth and 
Fayolle 7.628 of th e + re ales and 6, 188 of th e 
8 reales \\·ere remitted. These mu st have 
been w ell spread out over the sub offices 
si nce no less th an seven town s can be found. 

~ o. 2b, H alf of the I r. Fresnillo. 
I\ o. JC, H alf of th e 2 r. Zacatecas, Fres-

nillo . 
No. 4a, Half of the 4 r. Z aca tecas, Fres-

nillo , Xe res, Sombrerete, Nieves, 
Sain Alto. ( Figs. 26, 27) 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII , NO. 4 



M E XICO ' S FIRST ISSU E I856-6I 
I. 
Fig . 2 7 . Half of the 4 r. used from Ni eves. 
No. +b, Q uar ter of the + r. Fresnillo, Sain 
A lto, X eres . 

No . 5c, Eighth of th e 8 r. Z acatecas. 
No . 5d , Q ua rter of th e 8 r. Z acatecas, 

F resnillo, Rio G rande, Agu ascali­
ent es, N ieves. (F ig. 28) 

No . 5e, H alf of th e 8 r. Z acatecas. 
i\"o. 5f, Three qua rte rs of th e 8 r. Z aca te­

cas (J uly, 1859). 

An impos ing list ; th e majo rity of the towns 
a re fo r 1858 wh ile Z aca tec as' use w as usually 
1859. 

Conclusion 

Af te r a use of a li t tl e over fo ur years th e 
fir st issue was ca ll ed in. 

O n Apri l 18, 1861 th e second iss ue made 
its appea rance. It w as fro m th e same pl ates 
and of th e same valu es as th e fir st, th e di f­
fe rence being in th e use of colo red pape rs. 
It may be more th an a co incid ence th a t th e 
only two iss ues of M ex ico on colo red papers, 
th ose of 186 1 and 1868, w ere both made 
un de r th e Presidency of Benito Jua rez. 

From any angle th e second issue was no 
improvement on th e fi rst . Why th en was it 
made? 

I believe it w as fo r tw o re asons : 
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r. T he desire to signalize th e re-u niting of 
th e country und er one gove rnment. 

2. Economy. 

By M arch of 1861 th e H ead Office was in 
pos iti on to send out post age stamps to all 
D is tricts. Once again th e F lag of l\ l ex ico 
waved over a unified co untry with one Presi­
dent , pati ent , tireless Benito Ju a rez. The 
P os t Office signalized this by sendi ng stamps 
to each of 51 P ostal Districts. A s to econo­
my, th e exchequer of Juarez w as in so rry 
condi tion. T he co untry had to suspend pay­
ment on its fo reign debt. T axes h ad not 
been co ll ected . Gove rnment offices w ere h a rd 
pressed to meet expenses. The thin , poo r 
qu ality colo red papers used fo r th e second 
emi ssion mu st have cost co nsiderably less th an 
th e fi ne qu ality white w ove pape r used fo r th e 
fir st iss ue. Th e im press ions at fi rst we re 
all in bl ack ; only later w as a sm all printing 
made in colo r on th e + and 8 reales. In th e 
U nited States J oseph R. Ca rpente r, w ho 
held th e co ntr ac t fo r printing th e revenues, 
" ·as co nstantly compl aining of th e high cost 
of ve rmili on and lil ac pigments. How much 
more true th at mu st h ave been in a country 
like l\!J ex ico. Bl ack ink w as much cheaper. 
P erh aps th at w as one of th e re asons for the 
change made in 186r. 
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:fyq;?~ /ck' 
v~.~~n.~ 

Fig . 28. Quarter of the Sr. used from Zacatecas. 
To brin g this story to a close it might be 
well to mention th e philatelic literature about 
th e fi rst issue. The handbooks of Chapman 
and DeSmeth have previously been referred 
to many times. The specia lized catalogs of 
Phillips and Agui rre have served a useful 
purpose. As no study has been made here 
of cancell atio ns I have not had reason to 
bring up a truly remarkable and indispensa­
ble work of th e late W. T. Wil son , "The 
P ostmarks of Mexico, P eriod 1856 to 1872" 
published in Birmingham in 1927. This 
shou ld be in the libr a ry of eve ry Mexican 
specia list . U nfortun ately it has long been 
ou t of print and a copy seldom comes on the 
market . The las t sale price I believe was 
about $40.00. 

The following a rticles in philatelic maga­
z in es should be helpful. All deal with the 
first issue or th e postal history which 1s 
listed by author , journal and number. 

S. Chapman, " L ond on Phil atelist," Nos. 
238-39-40. 

" Phil atelic J ou rn al of America," v. 23, I o. 

5. 
" Philatelic J ou rn al of Great Britain," I o . 

561. 
J. H . Barron , "S t amp Lover" , v. 3, No. 11. 
" London Phil ateli st", No . 341. (Counter­

feits) Nos. 38 I, 382. 
A. Odfjell , (on District of Guadalajara) 
200 THE CO
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" London Phil atelist", v. 60 No. 698. 
F. Shreve, "American Philatelist," v. 58 

No. 2. 

" Philatelic Gossip", 19+5, Nov. 17 . 
" Stamps", 19+5, Feb. 3. 
R. Fren tzel, " H erts Monthly Circula r", 

Nos. 13, 18, 21. 
W. T. Wilson , " Phil atelic J ournal of 

India ' ', v. 17 No. 5. 
E. D. Baco n, " Gibbons Monthly Journ al" , 

v. 9 NOS. 98, 99. 
G. Gilbe rt, COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST, 

v. 20 No. 3. 
L. L. R. H ausberg, "Gibbons Monthly 

Journal", v. 22 No. 258. 
A. E. Lawrence, " Americ an Journ al of 

Philately", 1893, July. (Interesting for the 
la rge number of im aginary varieties listed.) 

A. L. Terego, "American Philatelist " , 
1930, August. 

The interest and assis t ance of l\llessrs. 
l oh11 K . Bash and A bra/tam Odf jell in the 
preparation of thi s manuscript is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

I will close wi th a question. The first 
article on the Stamps of Mexico th at I can 
find is in " th e Phil atelic Record" for 1879, 
Nos. 6 and 7, by W. A sh. Can anyone give 
an earlier one? 

- Finis -
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TRA VANCORE-COCHIN 

I ts Postage Stamps and Posta l History 

By F RAN K M . C OWEN AN D J. DEVASYA 

(Continued From P age I 70 ) 
4. The United States of Travancore 
and Cochin : Permanent Series ( 1949-
1950 ) 

T he po lit ical amalgamation of Cochin 
and Travancore bro ught about th e issuance 
of only two perm anent items prior to th e 
onse t of th e agency period. These we re a 
+ pies post ca rd and a 1 ann a envelope. It 
is believed th at th e pr inting was done at 
T r iv and rum , from des igns prepared by Mr. 
0. Kri shn an A ssa ri , G ove rnment artist and 
engraver. 
TllE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlll
4 pies rose- red post card. Palm Tree ( Fig. 31 ) . 

A Gove rnm ent Noti fica tion dated D ecem­
ber 29, 1949, st ated th a t Anchal ca rds of 
4 pies valu e, printed in a new design, would 
be iss ued from J anu ary 5, 1950. 

( 1) The ca rds w ill be of the same size 
and colour as th e ex isting fo ur pies ca rds 
and printed in fas t ge rani um colour. (2) 
The st amp des ign w ill appear at the top 
r igh t hand co rner of the ca rd and consist 
of a picture of a solita ry cocoanut palm in 
a backgro und of cocoanut palm groves ap· 
UNITED STATE OF TRAVANCORE & COCHIN 
mo~am 

c £ll <GO ru1 QJ J<l'\lo 

.)1 

Figu re 31 . The United State of Travancore and Cochin Post Card, Permanent Series. 
, NO. 4 201 



TRAVANCORE-COCHIN 
Figure 32. T he United State of Travancore and Cochin Enve lopes . Permanent Series. 
pearing in an oval recess within a rectangu­
lar ornamental framework. . . . 

In ac tu al point of fact, th e cards were first 
issued on January 6, 1950 (23rd Dh anu , 
I 125). The impressed stamp and lettering 
were in rose-red on a smooth cream-colored 
wove unw aterm arked card of medi um thick­
ness and measuring 6 x 3 9/ 16 in . L ater 
printings show varying shades and thicknesses 
of the card and shades of th e st amp color. 
At least two of these variations were official 
as evidenced by the followin g notifications: 

Finance D epartment 
No: Fin: 5806/ 50 

A. 

roth April 1950 

It is hereby notified for th e information 
of the public that 4 pies Anchal Cards will 
be issued printed on 'white century' card­
board also. 

By order. 
C. I. Abrah am, Finance 
Secretary to Govt. 

Finance D epartment 
No: Fin: 5-1607/ 50 

B. 

14th O ctober 1950 

In continuation of notification No: Fin 
5: 24356/ 50 dated 6th Sept. 1950, it is noti­
fied for inform ation of the public th a t 4 pies 
Anch al Cards of the existing design and 
size will, as a temporary measure , be print­
ed on w hite cardboards and issued with im­
mediate effect. The exis ting cards will also 
continue to be in ci rculation. 
202 THE COLL
By order. 
C. I. Abraham, 
Finance Secretary 
to Govt. 

Card s, which are referred to above, have 
been seen on medium w hite and thick w hite 
board , th e stamp and inscriptions on the lat­
t er being impressed in rose. The three line 
insc ription to th e left of th e impressed stamp 
is very similar to th at of th e 8 cash ca rd of 
Travancore which was converted to th e 4 
pi es overprinted ca rd described in P ar t 1 of 
thi s chapter. The following differences 
should be noted: (1) "UN ITED STATE 
OF TRAVAN CORE & COCHIN" replaces 
"TRAVANCORE" (1s t line), (2) "AN­
CHAL" in English (left) and Malayalam 
( right ) r eplaces "ANCHAL CARD" in 
these two languages (2 nd line), and ( 3) the 
la rge figure of value in th e center, "4", and 
" PIES" , immed ia tely beneath , replaces "8" 
and "CAS H " . 

Slight differences in the length and posi­
tion of th e vertical line of color and other 
minor variations indicate that th ese ca rd s 
were printed in sheets and th en cu t to st an­
dard size . The number of un its in th e shee t 
has not been determined. 

1 anna bright purple envelope. Farmer Plowing 
with a Yoke of Oxen (Fig. 32 ). 

According to Notification No: FIN (E) 
3-7363/ 49, dated O ctober 7, 1949, this new 
envelope was first issued on October 15, 1949. 
It provides one of th e most interesting 
studies of the changes occurring in Travan-
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 4 



TRAVANCORE-COCHIN 
core-Cochin of any of th e Anch al post al 
em1ss10ns. The impressed stamp is found in 
shades of bright purple, the central design of 
w hich shows a farmer plowing a field with 
a yoke of oxen , fac ing west. A s with the 
afo rementioned ca rd s, th e conch shell su r­
mounts the design. The ea rly printings of 
thi s envelope were on th e Travancore wa ter­
marked (a rm s) laid buff-brown paper pre­
viously used for Travancore envelopes . The 
emboss ing under th e left sid e of th e top fl ap 
reads "TRAVA NCORE A JCHAL" 111 

<:o lo rl ess block let ters. The size is + 13/ 16 
x 3 13/ I6 inches when fo lded. 

Later printings were made on light brown 
to buff-bro\\'n pape r, in all oth er respects 
s imil a r to the above excep t th at the fl ap em­
bossing reads "U. S. T. C. ANCHAL" in 
<:o lo rl ess block letters. A copy cancelled lst 
1\ll a rkaram, 1125 (January q , 1950), h as 
been seen. 

The rapidly d iminishing stocks of Travan­
core paper \\'ere reflected by further changes 
which were an nounced in the following no­
tification: 

Finance D epartment 
To: Fin (E) 5-24840/so 2nd Sept. 1950 

f n continu ation of notification No: Fin 
( E) 3-7363/ .J.9 dated 7th October 1949, it is 
hereby noti fied fo r th e information of th e 
public th at as a tempora ry measure One 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX III , 
Anna · Anchal Covers of the same size and 
design as th e ex isting one anna cove rs will 
be p.rinted and issued from 7th September 
1950 utilizing envelopes manufactured out 
of 37 lbs. and 66 lbs. paper, which was being 
used by th e e rstwhile Cochin Government 
for th e manu fac ture of Anchal Covers. The 
covers of th e qu ality now in use will also 
continue to be in circul ation. 

By o rd er 
G. F. Gopataswami 
Additional Finance Secre­
t a ry to Govt. 

Stamps impressed in mauve or bright pur­
ple have been seen on pale manila, smooth to 
rough , un watermarked wove paper (the 33 
lbs. Cochin paper refe rred to above) . The 
effect of th e Indi an Constitution (Chapter 
l II ) is reflected in a change in fl ap emboss­
ing, "T. C. ANCHAL" in colorless block 
lette rs replacin g "U. S. T. C. A CHAL''. 

The 66 lbs. Cochin paper is of w hite la id 
stock watermarked w ith th e la rge a rm s de­
vice used for the Cochin Arms stamp paper 
(F ig. 16). The st amp is impressed bright 
purpl e and th e flap embossi ng continues as 
"T . C. ANCHAL". 

All of th e above desc ribed types of this 
envelope w ere pri nted from si ngle dies after 
the envelopes had been folded. 
Check List 

The United States cf Travancore and Cochin: Permanent Series, 1949- 1950 

Post Cards 
No. 

l 4 pies , cocoanu t palm, rose-red on med ium cream card, Jan . 6, 1950. 

2 4 pies, cocoanut palm, rose, rose- red on medium to thick white card, April l 0, and 
Oct. 14, 1950. 

Envelopes 
No. 

l l anna, farmer and oxen, bright purple on buff-brown watermarked (Travancore 
Arms) laid paper (flap embossed " TRAVANCORE ANCHAL"l, Oct. 15 , 1949. 

a. As above but flap embossed " U. S. T . C. ANCHAL". 

2 l anna, farmer and oxen, mauve , bright purple on pale man ila unwatermarked wove 
paper (flap embossed " T . C. A NC HAL"), Sept. 7, 1950. 

3 l anna, farmer and oxen, bright purple on white watermarked (Coch in Arms ) laid 
paper (flap embossed "T. C. ANCHAL" ), Sept. 7, 1950. 
NO . .J. 203 



TRAVA NC ORE -COC HIN 
5. The Nasik Issues: Agency Period 

When the Anchal system was instituted as 
an agency of th e Indian Posts and Tele­
graphs Department, effective on April 1, 
1950, th e local postal r ates throughout 
Travancore-Cochin were lowered to those 
exis ting in th e Anchal Departm ent. Many 
of th ese r ates (see T able I) called for pay­
ment in postage stamps which were un avail­
able in Indi an Post Offices, viz: th e 2 pies 
rate on newsp apers and the 4 pies rate on 
ca rd s. In addition no stamped post cards of 
4 pies valu e or envelopes of l anna value 
were on sale in Post Offices. Anchal 
cards, envelopes and adhesives of these val­
ues were utilized to fill the gap until special 
postal paper co uld be supplied. The Indi an 
post al authorities authorized The Securitv 
Press, N as ik, printers of Indi an postal and 
revenu e paper, to produce 2 and 4 pies ad­
hesives, 4 pies ca rd s and l anna envelopes. 
These items a re of unusual interes t to phi­
lat elists in th at th ey are, in effect, Indian 
Government postage st amps and st ationery 
for use only from th e area included in th e 
State of Travancore-Cochin. They were 
regularly issued to both P os t and Anchal 
Offices in this area prima rily to pay th e in­
te rn al rates for wh ich no Indi an stamps and 
st ationery were avai lable. The P ostal N oti­
fication of June 5, 1950, however, made 
th em ava il ab le fo r payment of postage from 
points within th e State to points ou tsid e as 
we re oth er Anchal items (Appendi x D , 4). 

On October 24, 1950, Travancore-Cochin 
res id ents were first able to purchase the new 
adhesives. The Security Press employed the 
offse t lith og raphic process, normally used for 
Indi an stamps, to produce this se ries. They 
were printed on official gove rnment multiple 
five-poi nted star watermarked w hite wove 
paper, comb perforated 14 and gummed. The 
stamps were issued in sheets of 160 (20 x 8) 
impressions divided by margin "arrows" into 
eigh t sections of 20 (5 x 4) impressions each. 
The sheet size is approxi mately 19 ;v,i x 13 y,( 
inches. No varieties are known. The tot al 
number be li eved to have been issued are 
3, 7 52,6+0, ( 23,+54 sheets) of th e 2 pies and 
1 ,600,000 (I o,ooo sheets) of the 4 pies. A 
description of the designs of these two 
s tamps, prepared by Mr. 0. Krishn an Assari, 
Travancore-Cochin Government artist and 
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A ·. B. 
Figure 33 . The Nasik Adhesive Stamps. 

eng raver who also designed th e post card 
and envelope, follows. 

2 pies rose-carmine. Conch She ll and Wheel 
of Asoka ( fig. 33 ,A ). 

The central design of th is value is the 
shank or conch shell , an ar ticl e closely asso­
ciated with th e Malabar Coastal Region. It 
has formed the design of most past Travan­
co re stamps and th e watermarks of most 
Travancore st amp pape r. It is also incor­
porated into th e designs of almos t all past 
Coch in Anch al stamps. The ex-Maharaja 
of Travancore , like his Cochin counterpart, 
is a devout Hindu, a vassal of th e God Maha 
V ish nu o r Sri P admanabha w hose temple 
(F ig. 4) appears on th e l an na/ 2 chuckrams 
stamp described in Part l of this chapter. 
The fami ly of the Travancore ruler has been 
dedicated for centuries to the care and pro­
tection of this tutelary Deity and the State 
has been ruled in Sri Padmanabha's name. 
This four-armed God holds a different in­
stru men t in each hand , viz: th e conch shell 
and lotus fl ower, instruments of protection, 
and the chackram and batton, instruments 
of destruction. The conch shell is fo und in 
plenty on the beaches of Travancore-Cochin 
and , because of it s close associa tion w ith the 
Vishnu branch of th e Hindu religion, has 
been adopted as the State emblem. The 
clockwise (left-handed) variety pictured on 
th e st amps is quite common. The counter-
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 4 
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clockwise type is extremely scarce and only 
three a re sa id to ex ist in South India. These 
a re deposited at the Travanco re Sri P ad­
rn anabha 's Temple , a Cochin temple, and a 
sacred pl ace in Mysore. Popular supersti ­
tion attributes good luck to th e possesso r o f 
this variety. 

The priests of the Hindu temples employ 
the conch as a holder for water used in an­
nointing th e idols in the temple and as a 
ho rn fo r ca lling th e attention of th e God 
-conce rn ed to the prayers of th e devotees. 

The des ign of the 2 pies st amp is tied to 
the Repub lic of Indi a by a rep resent ation of 
the Wheel of Asoka w hich appea rs under the 
.conch. This emblem of th e new republic is 
t aken from the famous Lion Capitol of 
Asoka Edic t Column, excavated at Sarnath, 
Bena res, where Buddha's first se rmon , " turn­
ing of the Wheel of th e L aw", took pl ace. 
It consis ts of four ad dorsed lions supporting 
a Wheel ( th e Dh armacakra, Wheel of the 
L aw and of Dominion). The abacus is 

decorated with four smaller wheels, a bull , 
lion , elephant and horse. The Column (pic­
tured on th e current Indian official post al 
.adhes ives) was e rected by the g reat Buddhist 
Emperor Asoka who reigned ove r most of 
what is now mode rn Indi a from 264 to 227 
B. c. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE LIST , VOL . XXXIII, 
4 pies ultramarine. Crove of Cocoanut Palms 
(fig. 33 ,B). 

The Malabar r egion is noted for its lovely 

cocoanut groves. The natives refer to the 
cocoanut as the K alpa Tree of Malabar. In 
Hindu mythology, the K alpa Tree with its 
gold en fruits of a special fl avo r , along with 
the sac red cow, gave the Gods in the Abode 
of Bliss eve rything they desired in nourish­
ment. The Malabar cocoanut tree figures 
high in th e a rea's economy. It is found in 
abund ance in Travancore-Cochin, every inch 
of the tree being utilized in some form or 
anoth er. The trunk is hewn into planks for 
building material ; the leaves are used for 
thatching; the she aths and le af stems are 
burned as firewood; the hu sks of the nuts 
a re woven into ma ts and other fibrous ma­
te rials; th e shell of the nut is used as a 
co ntain e r for collecting latex from rubber 
trees; the juice of th e nut is a thirst quench­
er ; and th e fruit pulp is th e source of valu­
able cocoanut oil , the precurso r of fine soaps 
and oils. It is not surprising, therefore, 
th a t a typ ical coast al grove of these trees 
figures so promin ently on th e 4 pies stamp. 
The upper left co rner of this same adhesive 
again pictures th e conch shell. 
TRAVANCORE - COCHIN 
ANCHAL CARD 41\t ~ §!Ql.JroU cB>:JM 

t>..(i)~ <t»J("R)ail(l'\).llillo ~,£~ Ol.llmhru1ruJ rr\.J o 

Figure 34. The Nasik Post Card. 
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Figure 35. The Nasik Envelope. 
4 pies blue post card. Coat of Arms of the 
State ( Fig. 34 ) . 

On D ece mber q , I 950, N asik printed 4 
pies ca rd s first made their appea rance . Th e 
ca rd is of smooth to somewh at rough un­
wa te rm a rk ed pape r in varying shades of 
c ream and ve ry light brown, approximately 
6 x 3 9/ 16" in size. The color of the stamp 
and r elated printing va ries from light indigo­
blue to blue. The format is simi lar to th e 
previous ca rds of Trava ncore and th e U nited 
State of Travancore and Cochin. Th e cen­
tral design of th e impressed stamp is th at of 
th e Coat of Arms of Travanco re-Cochin 
(Fig. 1) consisting of two facing eleph ants 
trunks. The Wheel of Asoka is cente red 
supporting a co nch shell with their tu sks and 
between th e two and below th e shell. The 
conch also ap pe a rs at th e top of th e design. 
As th e ca rd s \Vere probably pri nted in sheets 
and then cut to prope r size, minor va rieties 
are possibl e. We have seen th e "T " of 
" Travanco re-Cochin" (across the top of the 
ca rd) with th e serif par ti a lly cut off at th e 
botto m. We do not know if th is is a con­
stant variety. Cuttin g guide lines in the 
206 THE COL
color of th e stamp have been obse rved at 
th e top, right and left co rn e rs, of one card 
in our possession. 

1 anna blue enve lope. Coat of Arms of the 
State (Fig. 35 ) . 

On l'\ovember 10, 1950 (acco rding to an 
official notifica tion ), a N as ik printed r anna 
envelope made its appea rance. The envelope 
is of smoo th to rough unw aterm arked wove 
pape r in shades of very light brown, approxi­
mately 4 13/ 16 x 3 13/ 16" in size w hen 
fo lded. The top flap is gummed and some­
wh at rounded. The oval unembossed stamp 
is printed in strong blue on the upper right 
co rn e r of the envelope face and contains the 
same arms design as the rect angular 4 pies 
ca rd st amp. One inte resting sub-type has 
been found evidently being constant. In this 
va riety th e word "COCH I N", in the oval 
label surrounding the design , shows a spot 
of 11 0 color extending from the top of the 
fi rst "C" to th e " 0 " . On th e lef t side of 
this same envelope a small blue gash, about 
Y-1 " long and almost parallel to th e top and 
bottom of the envelope, appe a rs. 
Check List 

Perforated 
No. 
1 
2 

The Nasik Issues, 1950 
Regular Adhesive Stamps (Oct. 24 , 1950 ) 

White wove paper 

14 (comb ) Gummed Wmk. multipl e 5-pointed stars 

2 p ies, conch shell and Wheel of Asoka , rose-carmine 
4 p ies, grove of cocoanut palms, ultramarine 

Pos t Card !Dec. 14, 1950 ) 
4 pies, Coa t of Arms , blue on cream, light brown 

Envel ope (Nov. l 0, 1950 ) 
anna, Coat of Arms, blue on light brown unwate rmarked wove paper 
LECTORS CLU B PH ILAT ELIST , VOL . XXXllI, NO. 4 
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CHAPTER V 

Postal Markings 

The trea tment of mails by th e Anchals 
of Cochin and Travancore is a most inter­
es ting subject so the authors hope to cover 
it more th oroughly in a proj ected se ries on 
each of th ese two st ates. For the purposes 
of thi s a rticl e we shall confine ourselves to 
a brief outline of the situ ation in the Sta te 
of Travanco re-Cochin . 

Markings of the Ex - Travancore Anchal Offices 
( f ig. 36 ) 

Wh en a rticl es for dispatch by the regul a r 
mail s we re handled by th e Travanco re 
Anchal, th e Anchal stamps were defaced in 
black " ·ith dated post al markings of the 
Types I - IV. Type I is th e most commonly 
seen mark consisting of two concentric cir­
cles, th e outer being about 31-33 mm. in 
diameter. At the top, within the two circles, 
is th e name of th e Anchal Office in English 
fo ll owed by th e abb revi ation "A . 0." 
( =Anchal Office). At the bottom, within 
the circles, is th e abbrevia tion "T. A. D ." 
( =Travanco re Anchal Department). Two 

-j.-petal devices sepa ra te th e top and bottom 
inscriptions. Two parallel horizontal lines, 
within th e inner circl e, enclose the abbrevi­
ated l\Ialabar date wh ich consists of the day, 
fi rst three lette rs of th e month and las t three 
numerals of th e yea r. Thus " IS MIT 124" 
is 18th Mithun am, 112-t (July 2, I9-t9). A 
discussion of the Malabar Calend a r will be 
fou nd in Appendix A. 

Sometime in 1950, the l\Ialabar da tes were 
gradual ly displaced by Gregorian dates as in 
T ype I I. W e have see n th e fo rmer in use 
from so me offices as late as 26th K arkada­
kam , I 12 5 (August I I, 1950); th e latter 
appeared as ea rl y as March q , 1950. Inci­
dent ally "ANCHAL" in Type II was th e 
name of an Anchal Office (s ub ) in th e Quilon 
A nchal Division. 

Type TII is a va ri a ti on of Type II in 
which th e abb reviation "A.O." has been 
dropped along \\'ith th e horizo nt al lines. This 
type has not been seen with Malabar dates. 
Another Pun alu r datestamp of Type II was 
concurrently in use with th e office spell ed 
" P UNALOO R ". 

Type IV is sim il a r to T ype III but th e 
outer circle is 27-28 mm. in diame te r con-
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t aining the horizontal date lines. It has also 
been seen w ith Malabar dates. 

Articles received for delivery by one Anch al 
Office from another Anchal Office were com­
monly "backstamped" on the front or back 
with one of the above types. Mails from 
the ex-S tate of Cochin were often "back­
stamped" by both th e exchange and delivery 
offices. 

The Travancore Anchal Department m ain­
t ained a R ailway M ail Service on the r ail­
road running from Trivandrum to Shengot­
t ah on th e Madras State border. The 
stamps of Anchal a rticles posted on this 
se rvice were cancelled in black with the 
marking shown as Type IX. The example 
illustrated contains the abbreviation "T.R. 
A .S." ( = Travanco re R ailw ay Anch al Serv­
ice), the word " I N" indicating it was ap­
plied to incoming mail s, and th e Malabar 
date . A simil a r type wherein "OUT" re­
pl aced " IN " was applied to outgoing mails. 
These post al markings were believed to have 
continu ed in use until th e las t days of the 
Anchal. Examples with Gregorian dates, 
assu ming such ex ist, have not been seen. The 
Indi an D epa rtment of Posts and Teleg raphs 
maintained a Railway Mail Service on this 
same r ailroad. " R .M .S." markings are 
known. It is not known whether either the 
Cochin or Travancore Anchal Depar tments 
employed special markin gs on th e Ernakulam­
Shoranur R ailroad which passes so uth -north 
through Cochin territory and a small portion 
of No r th Travancore. 

Registe red a rticles rece ived a variety of 
markings . Generally th e st amps were can­
cell ed w ith the usual datestamps (Types I­
IV ) a lth ough special registry killers in bl ack 
a re known (Types V and VI). Th ese a re 
simil a r to Types III and IV but include the 
add itional abbrevia tion " REG." or " REGD." 
in th e uppe r pa rt of the inn er circle. All 
registered items invariably \\·ere st amped in 
black with ei th e r T ypes VII o r VIII which 
co rrespond ed to th e gumm ed registry labels 
used by most postal sys tems including th at of 
Indi a. The clerk filled in th e number and 
\\·eight (i n tolas) of each item in the proper 
box. After completin g th e proper forms, the 
clerk dropped th e a rticle in th e special regis­
tered mail bag where it was forwarded to 
its destin ation. O ccasion ally the additional 
mark " R EG ISTERED" (T ype XII) was 
' 0. -j. 207 
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I 

r~ni r~i 
EI 

IR.A.S. 
I N " 

23Tl-IV 15 

IX 

REGISTERED 
N e w;. •• 

VIII 

l PUNALUR I 
XI 

REGISTERED 
xrr 

Figure 36. Postal Markings employed by ex-Travancore Anchal Offices ( 1949- 1951 ) . 
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applied in purple on the front of th e item. 
It w ill be noted th at T ype V II is entirely 
in M alayalam charac ters, a situa tion also 
true of th e postage due markings discussed 
below. This type continued in use in some 
offices until th e Anchal was abolished. It 
is believed th a t all r egul ar Travancore can­
cell a ti ons, in Malayalam cha rac ters, we re 
repl aced prior to July I , 1949. 

When an articl e was posted unpaid or in­
sufficiently prepaid, th e Anchal Office t axed 
th e item at double th e unp aid postage ( ex­
cept offi cial mails which received a single 
tax) . T he t ax ing office applied th e bl ack 
mark (T ype X ) to th e front of th e letter or 
package . The one illustrated is in th e ve r­
nacul a r ; English types w ere not introduced 
befo re th e A nchal was abolished. The line 
of Malayalam cha racters in the top box is 
r ead as cooly, meaning tax or charge. The 
char ac ter in th e lowe r left box is translated 
as pa, th e abbreviation of panam or fa nam . 
T he character in th e lowe r right box stands 
fo r cha, th e abbreviation of chuckram. Both 
of these a re units of th e Travanco re mone­
ta ry system (see Appendi x B ). This ma rk was 
not changed w hen Indian currency was in­
t rod uced concurrently with th e political amal­
gamation ; th e A nchal clerks simply w rote th e 
pos tage due in th e lef t box as ann as and th e 
right box as pies. A bl ack seal was also 
applied to some, but not all , postage du e 
a rticl es along w ith a manu sc ri pt bearing 
number. This seal contained th e name of 
the t axing office in th e ve rn acul a r. 

T ype X I is a black offi ce name seal th at 
\\'as employed by a receiving office to cancel 
Anchal st amps w hich in adve rtently missed 
th e kill er at th e sending office . This type, 
which va ries in size, has also been seen on 
h1111 rl i ( money orde r ) fo rms. 

L ette rs sent by Anchal Exp ress (special 
de live ry) were marked w ith an " EX PRESS" 
sea l a t th e sending offi ce and th e prope r fee 
(so much per mile) paid by addi tional Anchal 
st amps. At th e de live ry office th e let te r was 
ent rusted to a special messenge r w ho ca rried 
it on foo t to th e add ress. O ther mark ings 
we re employed fo r "T oo L ate" and "V.P." 
( C.0.D. ) se rvices. The fo rm er was a rect­
angul ar seal contain ing th e wo rds too late 
in th e ve rn acul ar. 
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Markings of th e Ex-Cochin Anchal Offices 
( fig. 37 ) 

In prac tice the C ochin Anchal differed 
little from its big brother . Anch al st amps 
on regul ar mails w ere defaced with dated 
obliterations of T ypes X III , X IV, and XV 
in bl ack. These markings we re about 32 
mm. in di ameter containing th e name of the 
Anchal Office and the abbrevi ation "A.O." 
( = Anchal Office) . As w as the case in 
Travanco re, th e dates w ere first expressed 
in th e M alabar E ra but late r reverted to the 
G rego ri an Calend ar. It w ill be noted th at 
only th e las t two numerals of th e Malabar 
yea r were given in contras t to Travancore 
date-stamps where the las t three numerals 
w ere employed. T ype X V I , 24 mm. in di­
ameter, has been seen oblite rating Travan­
co re-Cochin stamps. It is known to have 
origin ated and been w id ely used in Cochin 
but the circumst ances of its use are unknow n. 
E xamples w ith numerals oth er th an " 24" 
have been seen, w hich leads us to believe they 
a re office numbers of Cochin Anchal Offices. 

Some Cochin offices employed delivery 
stamps of w hich T ype XVII is an example. 
The space below the date within the hori­
zontal ba rs probably included the hour of 
delive ry but, in th e one example in our pos­
session, this was not cl ea r. Other Cochin 
offices " backstamped" rece ived articles w ith 
th e regul ar cancell ations ( T ypes XIII -XV) . 

R egiste red mails were treated in a fashion 
simil ar to th at of Travanco re. The stamps 
we re defaced in black w ith a da ted pos tm ark 
of th e above types or with a special r egistry 
oblitera tion such as T ype XVIII. A vari a­
tion of this type shows the Grego ri an date in 
one line. In addi tion, th e bl ack rectangul ar 
T ypes X I X or X X were stamped on each 
item, th e cle rk fill ing in th e weight and num­
be r in th e prope r boxes. As was the case 
in Travanco re, both English and Malayalam 
types we re used concurrently. The center 
box of th e Cochin ve rn acular mark (T ype 
X IX) contains th e name of th e Anchal Office 
( in this case Cochin ) in the native alph abet. 

Other special seals fo r va rious se rvices ex­
ist fo r C ochin Offices but w e have not had 
th e opportun ity to examine th em. 
NO . .J. 209 
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X11I 

xvr 

REGISTERED 
No. !WT. 

XIK xx 
Figure 37. Postal Markings employed by ex-Cochin Anchal Offices ( 1949- 195 1 ) . 
Markings of the Indian Post Offices ( Fig . 38 ) 

It should be remembered th a t af ter June 
4, 1950, Travancore-Cochin Anchal paper 
was accep ted by Indi an P ost Offices in th e 
State until demon etization on June 30, 195i. 
Therefore ar ticles bearing th ese st amps ex­
cl usively or ad mixed with Indian stamps 
were accep ted by the P ost Offices for tr ans­
mission. Thus Anchal stamps can be found 
cancelled with Types XXI, XXII , and oth­
ers employed by th ese offices. R egistered 
210 THE COL
a rticl es were stamped w ith either one of the 
above types or T ype XXIII. In addition a 
gu mmed registry label, st amped with th e 
name of the Post Office, was attached to each 
letter or package. Some items received th e 
add itional mark, T ype XXIV, cont aining the 
letters of th e tr ansmitting office. Type XXV 
is a delivery backstamp employed by some 
offi ces. It is very similar to Cochin Type 
xvn. 

The interesting octagonal postage due 
mark (Type XXVI) has been seen back-
LECTO RS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, KO. 4 
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xXll 

PUNALUR 
J<x 12 

~~NO~" 
~ ~ 

2.~AY51 
"IP \~ 

XXVl 
Figu re 38 . Postal Ma rkings employed by Indian Pos t Off ices in Travancore -Coch in ( 195 1 ) . 
st amped in black on an in sufficiently paid 
letter. This pa r ticul a r item was posted on 
l\II ay 1 , 19 - 1, one day af ter th e first demone­
tizat ion of A ncha l post al paper. The Anch al 
stamp on th e front was not r ecognized as 
payi ng the pos t age alth ough a few days la ter , 
as expla ined in C hapter III, th e fr anking 
pow er of th ese st amps was r evived. 

Except fo r Anchal official st amps, w hich 
wer e valid for post al purposes until Septem­
ber , 195 1 , no Anchal st amps w ere recognized 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B P H ILAT EL IST , VOL . XXX Ill , 
afte r June 30th of th e same year. The 
Anchal Office distinctive markers we re re­
turn ed to th e Sta te fo r d isposal as th ey we re 
closed o r conve rted to P ost O ffices . T he l as t 
tr aces of th e centuries-old Anchal sys tem d is­
appea red fro m view. Those T ravanco re­
Cochin se rvice st amps w ith Ind ian P ost Of­
fice obliterations represent th e fin al ph ase. It 
w as th e fi nale of all th e Indi an F eud a to ry 
St ates pos t al sys tems. Wh at could be mo re 
appropri a te th an to have the st amps " killed" 
by th e Indi an P ost Office ? 
NO. 4 21 1 
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APPENDIX A 

The Malabar Calendar 
The Malabar Era (M.E.) is a method of 
time computation originated by one of the 
great R ajas who ruled in South India in 
the T inth Century, A. D. The correspond­
ing Malabar calend ar is still widely used in 
the Southwest Coast Region. The year, gen­
erally consisting of 365 days, is divided into 
twelve month s varying in length from 29 to 
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32 days. Since the length of these months 
varies from yea r to year, exact correspond­
ence with the W estern (Gregorian) calendar 
is difficult. Malabar residents generally use 
a calendar that inco rpor ates both th e Mala­
bar and Gregorian years. For 1950 A. D. 
( 1125- 1126 M. E.) , th e comparison follows. 
No. of 
Gregorian Month 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

Gregorian 
Month 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Malabar 
Month * 

17 Dhanu - 18 Makaram 
19 Makaram-1 7 Kumbham 
18 Kumbham- 1 8 Meenam 
19 Meenam- 17 Medam 
1 8 Medam- 17 Edava m 
18 Edavam- 16 Mithunam 
17 Mithunam- l 5 Karkadakam 
1 5 Karkadakam- 15 Chingam 
16 Ch ingam- l 4 Kanni 
15 Kanni-15 Thulam 
16 Thulam- 15 Vri schikam 
l 6 Vrischikam-1 6 Dhanu 

No . of 
Ma labor Month 

5-6 
6-7 
7-8 
8-9 
9-10 

l 0 -11 
11-12 
12-1 

1-2 
2-3 
3-4 
4-5 

*Note that the first month of the Malabar year is Chingam, the last month is Karkadakam. 
Both th e Cochin and Travancore Anchal 
Departments officially employed th e nat ive 
yea r until sometime in 1950. In order to 
work more efficiently with th e Indi an Posts 
and Telegraphs D epa rtm ent, th e Anchal sys-
tern gradua lly adopted th e Gregorian calen­
dar w hich is now used th roughou t India. 
This change, re fl ected in the postal markings, 
has already been discussed in Chapter V. 
APPENDIX B 

Travancore Currency 

Figure 39. A set of recent Travancore Coi ns (Obverse), the Reverse of all four shows the 
Conch Shell. Left to right , Cash (copper), Chuckram (copper ), Fanam (s ilver ) and Half 
Rupee (silver). 
Until June 30, 1949, th e Travancore Gov­
ernment maintained its own currency sys tem, 
legal tender throughout th e State. On th at 
day, by the Royal Proclamation of June 28, 
1949, Indian currency was made legal tend er 
and all Anchal paper was to be expressed 
in th at system. The Travancore system of 
cash, chuckr ams, fanams and rupees (Trav­
anco re) was as follows: 
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16 cash = l chuckram; 64 cash = 4 
chuckrams = l fanam; 

448 cash = 28 chuckrams = 7 fanams = 
l rupee (Trav.); 

452 cash = 192 pies (India) = 16 ann as 
(Ind ia) = l rupee (India) . Coins in cir­
cul ation in 1949, (all minted at th e State 
Mint, Trivandrum) included: 

l cash (copper); y,\ , Yz and l chuckr am 
(copper) ; l fanam (silver) ; 1:4 and Yz Trav. 
rupee (silver). 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST , VOL . XXXIII ,
Some of these are illust ra ted in Fig. 39· 
Paper money of several denominations was. 
also w idely circulated. 

All of th e above were still accepted in· 
Travancore for tr ade and exchange pur­
poses in 1952 but were due for demonetiza­
tion on April I , 1953· According to numis­
matists th e 1 cash and l chuckram are among 
the smallest copper and silver coins in the 
world. 
APPENDIX C 

The Malayalam Language 

ALPHABET MALAYALAM. 

GUTTU R ALES. CBREBRA LES. LAB I A LES. SinILAllTES ET YOYELLES l l\ ITIALES. 

- - - ASrrnt:Es . -

dh ka s ta tLJ pa (/() ((a ~ a 
ru kha 0 tha nJ) pha cfu sh'ha 

~ a 
(/) ga <..u9 da 6""l.J ba 0'\) sa 
11-eJ gha dha bha ha <2 i 

~ IS Q_,() 

C'3 nga CY"\. na ma ~ 1 080 i 

2 u 
PALAT AI,E8. DEllTALES. LIQt:IDES OU v1rHTOl\Gl' ES. 2 ") ll 

- - VEm·VOYELLES . -

!lJ tcha <in ta <:!)) 
@, ra ya ~ e . 

RY tch'ha Ul tha ro ra ~ e ~ ra 

~ dja 13 da e.J la 6V>4'\ ·lll 00 la 
(O'I\) djha w dha <lJ va ID 0 

~ la 
~ gna (Y) na \5' fJ QJ 6 

8 ") au 

VO\' EL LES Ul\IES .\ t:X <.:Oll~OXXES : 

~ ko, c:thJ ka, c:eil ki , ~ ki, <63 ku , ~ ku, 6\c:th kc, 6)6\e> kai, 0 c£h:J ko, 6'c£hf'flJ bu. 

CHlt't'llt:S cLl 1. 0.. 2. en. 3. O' 4. @ j, ";) Co . c:> i. 'bl 8, C1't> () , VJ o. 

Figure 40. The Malayalam Alphabet and Numerals. 
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Malayalam, spoken by some 10,000,000 

people residing in the Malabar Coast al a rea 
in much of what is now the State of Tra­
vancore-Cochin, is a sister of Tamil, Telugu, 
Kanarese, and Tulu of the Dravidian family 
of l anguages. It is nea res t akin to Tamil, 
s till spoken in the southernmost part of Tra­
vancore-Cochin, of which it was originally a 
di alect but now differs in pronunciation and 
idiom, in th e retention of obsolete Tamil 
forms, and in having discarded all personal 
terminations in th e verb, the person being 
always indicated by th e pronoun. 

The Dravidian langu ages form an isolated 
group and proof of conn ection to any other 
family is lacking. They a r e thought to be 
descendan ts of th original langu age of 
Indi a but have gradually lost ground to the 
Aryan languages of North India although it 
214 THE CO
is still possible to find traces of Drav idi an in 
the latter. About 100,000,000 people, almost 
all of whom reside in South Indi a, s till speak 
one of a dozen or so variations. 

The Malayalam Alphabet, like those of its 
sister written languages, is descended from 
the Nagari (ancient D evanagari) in w hich 
Sanskrit was written. It is of the phonetic 
type and words based upon it a re read from 
left to right. W e a r e reproducing below 
th e alph abe t as it appea rs in "Alph abets et 
C hiffres Orientaux," Dr. L egrand , J. B. 
Mo ens, Bruxell es ( 1893). It should be 
noted th a t vowel signs and numerals a re in­
cluded in this reproduction which should be 
of consid e r able help to stud ents of Cochin 
and Travanco re postal hi sto ry, th e s tamps 
and postal markings quite of ten appearing 
almost exclusively in these characte rs. 
APPENDIX D 

Official Notices and Documents 
1. 

Selected articles from the Covenant drawn up 
by the rulers of Cochin and Travancore. 

Article 1. As from the first day of July, 
19.J.9, th e St a tes of Travancore a nd Cochin 
shall be united in and shall form, one st ate 
with a common Executive, Legislature and 
Judiciary, by the name of The United State 
of Travancore and Cochin. 

Article 3. As from the fi rst day of July, 
1949, all rights, authori ty and jurisdiction 
belonging to th e Rulers of th e Covenanting 
States w hich appert ain or ar e incidental to 
th e Government of th at State shall res t in 
The U nited State. . . . 

Article 4. ( I ) There shall be a R aj Pra­
mukh for the United State. 

(2) The present Ruler of Travanco re 
sh all be th e first R aj Pramukh and shall be 
entitled to hold office during his lifetime. 

Article IO. (I) The re shall be a L egisla­
ture for th e United State consis ting of th e 
R aj Pramukh and th e Legislative Assembly. 

Article 11. U ntil a Constitution fr a med 
or adopted by the Legislature comes into 
operation, th e R aj Pramukh sh all h ave power 
to promulgate Ordinances for th e peace and 
good Government of th e United State or 
any part th ereof, and any Ordinance so made 
L

shall for the space of not more th an six 
months fro m its promulgation , have th e like 
force of Law as an act of Legislature, but 
any such o rdin ance may be controlled or 
superceded by any such act. 

In confirmat ion of th e above Covenant , we 
append our signa tures on beh alf of ourselves, 
our heirs and successors. 

Sr i Rama Varma 
!\laha raj a of 
Cochin 

2 . 

Sri R ama Varma 
Maharaja of 

Travancore 

Postal Notice No. 59 
Integration of State Postal Systems with the 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 

From th e 1st April 1950 all State Post 
Offices except th e "Anchal" Offices of the 
Travancore and Coch in State \\"ill form an 
integral part of th e Indian P osts and Tele­
graphs D epa rtm ent, a nd th e postage rates 
a nd fees prescribed in th e Ind ian Posts and 
Telegraphs Guide and The Director Gen­
er al's Circulars and Orders of the Govern­
ment of India, as also th e rules relating to 
the various classes of postal a rticles pre­
scribed th erein, will apply to th ese ex-S t ate 
post offices also. Th ese r ates and these con­
ditions will also apply to a rticles posted at 
LECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXX llI , NO. 4 
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"Anchal " Offices in Travancore and Cochin 
for delivery outside that State as also to 
articles posted outside that state for delivery 
from any "Anchal" Office. 

2. The special postage rates and fees which 
will apply to the internal se rvice of the State 
of Travancore and Cochin will be notified by 
the Postmaster General, Madras. These 
special postage rates will apply to articles 
posted at and deliver able by "Anch al" Offices 
as well as other post offices in the state. 

3. Until further orders articles posted at 
a post office or "Anchal" Office in Travan­
core and Cochin State or delivery from a 
post office or "Anch al" Office also within the 
st ate will not be redirected to any P os t 
Office outside the State. 

+· Postage stamps current a t the State 
P ost Office immediately before th ey are t aken 
ove r by the Government of Indi a will con­
tinu e to be accepted in prepayment of post­
age until th e 30th April 1950, but the value 
of postage to be prepaid will be as prescribed 
above. In case of embossed post cards and 
envelopes the deficiency must be supplied by 
affixi ng postage stamps of the required value. 
Postage stamps now current at the State 
Post Offices, except "Anchal" postage stamps 
will not be accepted in prepayment of post­
age after the 30th April r950. But such 
postage stamps as also such embossed post 
cards and envelopes may be exchanged for 
an equal value of postage stamps and em­
bossed post cards and envelopes of the cur­
rent issues of the Indian Posts and Tele­
graphs Department at any ex-State post of­
fice no later than the 31st July 1950. Where 
an ex-State post office has been closed down 
and there is another post office in the same 
town or village, which is not an ex-State post 
office, such exchange will be allowed at that 
Post Office also. 

5. U ntil further orders "Anchal" postage 
stamps will be accepted in payment of post­
age for articles posted at "Anchal" offices de­
liverable withi n the State . "Anchal" post 
cards and embossed envelopes cannot be used 
for correspond ence deliverable outside the 
State. Otherwise such a rticles will be tre at­
ed as unpaid and disposed of in accordance 
with the rules laid down in the Indian Posts 
and Telegraphs Guide. It may be mentioned 
that insufficiently pa id post cards are sent to 
the Dead Letter Office for instructions in 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXllI, 
accordance with clause 54 of the Indian Posts 
and Telegraphs Guide. 

New Delhi 
The 27th March 1950 

3. 

CM : 2.172 / 50/Pw 27th March 1950 

Anchal Notice 

r. From the 1st April 1950 all India Post­
age Stamps will be valid for payment of post­
age r ates and fees on articles posted at Anchal 
Offices whether for delivery from any other 
Anchal Office or for delivery from a Post 
Office other th an an Anchal Office within 
the State or outside it. Anchal Postage 
Stamps will be valid only for de livery within 
the State. Anchal post cards and embossed 
envelopes cannot be used for correspondence 
deliverable outside the State for which Indi a 
Postage Stamps shou ld be used , failing which 
such a rticles will be treated as unpaid and 
disposed of in accordance with th e rules laid 
down in the Indian Post and Telegraph 
Guide. It may be mentioned that insufficient­
ly prepaid post cards are sent to the Dead 
Letter Office for destruction in accordance 
with clause s+ of the Indi an Post and Tele­
graph Guide. 

2. From the same date the postage rates 
and fees prescribed in the Indian Post and 
Telegraph Guide and the Circulars of the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs 
and orders of the Govt. of Indi a , as also 
rules relating to th e various classes of postal 
articles prescribed therein, will also apply to 
ar ticles posted at Anchal Offices in Travan­
co re and Cochin for delivery outs id e the State 
as also to articles posted outside the State 
for delivery from any Anchal Office. 

3. Until further orders articles posted at a 
post office or Anchal Office in Travancore 
and Cochin State for delivery from a Post 
Office or Anchal Office as a lso within th e 
State will not be redirected to any Post 
Office outside the State unless before such 
redirection full postage and postal fees due 
in acco rd ance with para. I a re fully prepaid 
with India Postage stamps. 

+· Articles posted outside the State and 
deliverable by an Anchal Office shou ld not 
be tre ated as unpaid if postage has been 
prepaid 10 acco rdance wi th the all Indi a 
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r ates in all Indi a Postage stamps (including 
the value of embossed post cards and en­
velopes). 

4. 

Director General of Post Offices 

Notice: 5th June 1950 
Integration of State Postal Systems with The 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 

In parti al modification of th e orders con­
t ained in para. 5 of the Director General 's 

Iotice of th e 27th M arch 1950 Postal Notice 
No. 59 it has been decided th at the "Anchal" 
Postage stamps may be accepted in payment 
of postage both for a rticles posted at "An­
chal" Offices and for a rticle s posted at other 
Pos t Offices and irrespective of the question 
whether such articles a re deliverable within 
the State or outside it . If the article is 
de liverable outside th e State, the all I ndi a 
postage r ates will of course apply. If 
"Anchal " post ca rds and embossed envelopes 
are used for co rrespondence deliverable out­
side th e State, the deficiency in the amount of 
postage prepaid should be m ade up by affix­
ing post age stamps, failing which such a rticles 
shall be treated as insufficiently paid and dis­
posed of in accordance with the rules la id 
down in th e Indi an Posts and T elegraphs 
Guide. 

5. 

30th Sept. 1950 

Transmission of Anchal Service Articles within 
and outside the Travancore -Cochin Union 

It is hereby notifi ed fo r th e information of 
all concern ed th at Anchal Service a rticles, 
th at is, official P os tal ar ticles pertaining to 
th e business of the "Anchal System" ( i.e. ex­
sta te Postal system) in th e Travancore­
Cochin State posted by Anchal ( P ostal ) Offi­
ce rs and Postmasters, etc. should be given 
free transmission through the Post within 
and outside th e Travanco re-Cochin State in 
the same manner as Post and T elegraph arti­
cles bearing th e inscription "Indian Posts and 
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Telegraphs Department." Such articles 
should on no account be t axed , unless it is 
fou nd that they do not relate to the official 
business of th e Anchal system and a re not 
posted by persons in this beh alf. 

6. 

5th April 1951 

List of Anchal Offices 

With effect from 1st April 1951 th e Anchal 
o r local P ostal system in th e Travancore­
Cochin State will be directly administered 
by the Central Government and th e "Agency 
System" by w hich the State Government 
managed th e system from th e l st April 1950 
w ill cease . 

A list of Anchal Offices th at will be taken 
ove r under th e direct control of th e Director 
General is append ed. All th ese offices will 
be consid ered as being in accou nt with the 
Office of th e Anchal Superintendent a t Tri­
vandrum. The latte r office will th erefore 
be consid e red as the H ead Office for th ese 
offices. The Anchal Offices will g radually 
be either closed down or constituted into 
reg ul ar, sub and branch P ost Offices and 
placed in acco unt with regul ar H ead Offices. 
The changes m ade in this respect will be pub­
li shed in circul ars iss ued from time to time. 

It shou ld be noted th at many of th e Anchal 
Offices shown in the li st appended bear th e 
same names as th e ex isting P os t Offices, 
whose names appear in the P ost and Tele­
g raph Guide and classified list. 

It should be clearly und erstood th at th e 
append ed list contain s names of offices for m­
ing part of th e Anchal only and are distinct 
from P ost Offices, even th ough th e names of 
both a re the same in many cases. This dupli­
cation will be gradually te rmin ated either by 
closing down one of th e offices concerned or 
by changin g the name of one of th em. 

[A list of th e 535 Anchal Offices oper­
a ting in Travanco re-Cochin State on l\/Iarch 
31, 1951, follows in this notifica tion but is 
omitted here.] 
Addendum 
Since the final rev1s10n of the above study 
on th e Travanco re-Cochin Anchal, the au­
thors have uncove red additional information 
w hich we feel should be included at this 
tim e. Such is summ a ri zed below und er the 
appropriate chapter he ad ing. 
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Chapter II Through the kind services of 
Mr. P aul Varghese, B.A. , B.L., we are 

able to report the derivation of the word 
Anchal. 

Cochin and Travancore were sm all , rela­
tively unimportant principalities until the 18th 
Century when the Mogul Empire was estab­
li shed in North Indi a. As was already point­
ed out in Chapter I , th ey and other South 
Indi an sta tes were able to withstand ac tu al 
mvas10n. However, th e influence of th e Mo­
gu ls wi th th eir efficient methods of ad mini s­
tra ti on permeated into the r egion w ith th e 
result th at the South Indian st ates borrowed 
he avily from the Moguls in setting up new 
departments of gove rnment. The r elevant 
terminology in U rdu , an Ind o-P ersian lang­
uage and the officia l language of th e Empire, 
was also adop ted . H ence, when th e Travan­
core postal sys tem was reorganized in th e 
I 8th Century, as c ited in Chapter II , th e 
U rdu word Ungel meaning message, story, 
narrative was absorbed into M alayalam as 
the name of this department. It was later 
mod ified at r and om to Anchal and the other 
var ia tions. 

C hapter Ill On Jun e 30, 1949, Mr. John 
Samu el was Superintend ent of th e Travan­

co re-Cochin Anchal , est ablished the next day, 
until replaced by Mr. T. R . Velunn ey, B.A. , 
B.L. , who had th e distinc tion of being the 
last head of an In dian feudatory state postal 
sys tem. 

Chapter I f/ In several places in th e first 
part of this chapter the names of Govern­

ment Stamp l\1anufactory and Government 
Press are used interchangeably. It should be 
understood th at all stamp printing and over­
printing " ·ork carried out a t Tr ivandrum 
was handled by the Stamp l\1anu factory, th e 
Press assisting on ly in form preparation. 

Chapter I f/, I On page I 6 of Vol. XXXIII 
th e au th ors m ade th e following statement : 

"At this writing th e authors are unable to 
find w hether co rresponding official ca rd s (im­
pressed stamp simil a r to th a t of the 8 cash 
regu la r card but printed in green ) were so 
treated.", th at is, overprinted in Indi an 
currency. In Figure 41 we a re pleased to 
illustrate such a card which has just recently 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
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Fi ;;:ure 41. Official Post Ca rds of the Travan­
core-Cochin Anchal. Top. 4 pies on 8 cash 
Travancore Card . Bottom . 4 pies, Permanent 
Se ri es. 

come to light. I t is th e Travanco re 8 cash 
official card ove rprinted 4 pies in black in 
English and Malayalam. 

The type face correspond s exactly to th at 
des ignated as Type I , se tting [ b], and th ere­
fore represents a Trivandrum printing. The 
onl y differences between th e basic official 8 
cash card and its regular counterpa rt (Fig­
ure +1 ) are the colo r of th e printing, yel­
lo\\·-green, th e addition of th e work "SERV­
I CE" (block lette rs) in a curved line above 
a nd in the color of the impressed stamp, and 
th e card paper which is a cheap ligh t manila 
" ·ove stock. The example show n was used 
on December 23, 19+9 , by the Trivandrum 
Public Library. Because of a lack of m a­
terial ,,.e do not know if overpri nts Type I , 
setting [a] and Type II (Ernakul a m ) were 
ever employed alth ough we have no reason 
to suppose otherwise. It can be assumed th at 
this type of card was avai lable to govern­
ment offi: es on or soon after July 1 , 19+9. 

Check List (Addendum ) 

Travanco re Overprints, 19+9-19j1 

Official P ost Card 

3 4 pies on 8 cash , ye llow-g reen on m anil a 
(Type I of overprint, English and 
Malayalam letters 1Y-( mm. high) . 

Chapter I V, 4 Figure +1 illustr ates another 
recent discovery. The 4 pies regular card 
O. + 217 
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of the Permanent Series (1949-50), issued 
on J anu ary 6, 1950, was supplemented by a 
co rresponding 4 pies official card in yellow­
green on light m anil a (same stock as used 
with the preceding official card). The only 
other disce rnible difference is the addition of 
th e wo rd "SERVICE" (block letters) in a 
curved line above and in the color of the 
impressed stamp. 
218 THE COL
Check Li st (Addendum) 

Th e United State of Travancore and Cochin: 

P erm anent Series, 1949-1950 

Official Post Card 

3 4 pies, coconut palm, yellow-green on 

manil a, J anu ary ( ?) , 1950. 
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Ninetrenth 
Book r953 . 
by Lt. Col. 

American Philatelic Congress 
i62 pp., edited and copy righted 

J ames T . D e Voss. 

This annu al book presents seventeen papers 
plu s a cumul at ive index of th e preceding an­
nuals. For convenience, th e reviewer h as 
divided th ese a rticles into three general 
types: 1) those dealing with st amps mainly; 
2) th ose concerni ng postal hi story, mainly; 
:i) gene ral a rticl es. These co mments are not 
in th e o rd e r of presentation in th e book. 

Articles dealing with stam ps 

There a re nin e pape rs, including United 
Sta tes 19 th century , Confederate States of 
America, Canal Z one, Costa Rica, Guate­
mala. l taly, J apan, Switzerland, and United 
~ atio ns. Now discussing each individually: 

1. U nited States-"The Bissell Corre­
spond ence of J 868-187 5" by Jere. H ess Ba rr 
is an au th orita tive, well illustrated a rticle 
abo ut the find of over 1 oo cove rs from Bos­
ton to th e Rev. Bisse ll , a mi ss ionary in Indi a. 
The prevailing r ates were high so that many 
of th ese covers ca rri ed do uble, tri ple and 
quadruple ones. The cove rs remain in ex­
cell ent co ndition , and ca rri ed very few low­
valu ed st amps. This shou ld be of interest to 
a ll stu de nts of 19th Century U nited Sta tes . 

2. "Confederate Flag P atriotic Cove rs" by 
Van Dyk MacBride, a paper of interest 
mainly to speciali sts, but \\'ell presented and 
nicely illustrated. 

3. "A U nique Canal Z one Error", by Ed­
\\'ard S. Co nge r, a short presentation of th e 
" re-finding" of a stamp few au th orities had 
ever see n. A picture of the stamp is included. 

+· " Philatelic Coffee Advertising in Costa 
Rica-1921-23" by H. D. Mitchell , a study 
of the definitive issues, the " Coffee bag" 
overprints and their cou nterfeits, the circu­
lar coffee ove rprint of 1923 and th e coffee 
propagand a post ca rd s. This is a nice littl e 
presentatio n of research , and while th e sub­
ject matter may not be of ge nera l interest, 
it \\'ould be worth while for any coll ector to 
spend the co mp aratively sho rt time necessary 
to read it. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB P HILAT EL IST, VOL. XX X lll , 
5. "G uatemala-the Large Type Numeral 
Surcha rges of 1922" by Joseph Mandos. This 
is an excellent presentation of the types, the 
sheet position a rrange ments and the numbers 
issued of a co untry which is growing in 
philatelic popularity. 

6. " Italy's Liberation Locals of World 
W a r 11" by Pie rson Ostrow. A st udy of 
the " behind-th e-lines" of the C. L. N. ( Comi­
tato Liberazione N azion ale), a group of 
Anti-Nazi-Fascists, who issued va r ious local 
st amps, many of which a re illustrated. 

7. J apan, "The Purple P agoda of Horyuji" 
by R. P. A lexander, a detailed study of the 
ordinary 30-sen stamp of 19+6-+7, produced 
under th e chao tic condition s following the 
bombing of Tokyo, giving a slight insight 
into th e difficulties of living in the af te rmath 
of mode rn warfare. There a re no less than 
fourteen bas ic major varieties of thi s stamp , 
depending on pape r, watermarks, and types 
of perforations. A fine example of philately 
applied to mode rn st amps. 

8. "Th e Swiss Hotel Posts" by George W. 
Caldwell. This is a report of the stamps 
iss ued by various remote Swiss hotels to 
cove r th e cos t of tr anspo rtin g mail to and 
from the ne a res t gove rnment post al routes, 
somet imes several miles away. Dates of issue 
" ·ere roughly 186+ to 1892. Although of 
limited interest, it is very well don e. 

9. "Th e United Nations Postal Adminis­
traiton-A Cooperative Arrangement" by 
John G . Tomlinson, a short compreh ensive 
history of the idea of an international sys­
tem , its final adoption, agreement with th e 
U nited States Post Office, and r ev isions to­
ge th e r with th e sales of th e st amps. The 
topic did not arouse our g re at interest, nor 
did it seem to offe r much new inform ation , 
just a compil ation of recent postal records. 
Articles concerning Postal History 

There are six papers, including ea rly 
U nited States, the Westtown U nited States 
loca ls, Ch ina, France during Revolutionary 
Times, British P os t Office in St. Thomas and 
i\Ialta. 

1. "Lavend er, Letters and Old L ace" by 
J ohn D. P ope Ill. A histo ry of methods of 
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transportation and delivery of mail in the 
U nited States in th e first decade of 1940. 
This is good pl easant reading. 

2. " W esttown L ocal" by Elizabeth R. 
Sharpless-a short but interes tin g presenta­
tion of th e sto ry of thi s local mail used by 
th e Friends' W esttown Boa rding School out­
sid e of Phil adelphi a, f rom 1852 until 1878. 

3. "The Treaty P ort I ss ues of China" by 
Malcolm J ohnson. A fi ne presentation of a 
ve ry complex subj ect, covering P ostal His­
to ry, Es tabli shment of the P osts, a det ailed 
study of th e Stamps of C hungking, and th e 
cancell a tions of th ese issues. 

4. "The French Revolutiona ry or R epub­
lican Calend a r, 1793- 1805, and its P ostal 
M a rkings" by Ca rroll Ch ase. A schola rly 
report, including a C oncord ance w ith the 
Grego ri an Era, which any student of pre­
st amp F rance will need to und erst and wh at 
some of th e date markings mean. 

5. "The Briti sh P ost Office in St. Thom­
as" by Svend Y ort. History of various a r­
r ange ments mad e by the D anish government 
with British and other packet boats-a special 
study of British P . 0 . cancellations on 
st ampl ess covers and on British adh esive 
st amps up to th e time th e D anish W est In­
dies jo in ed th e U niversal P ost al U nion. 

6. "The M alta P ost Office Befor e 1857" 
by G. P. Grabfield , cove rs pos t al history of 
this island from 1830 to th e title da te, in­
cluding discussion of P acket Agents and 
P ostal I a rkings, among which a re special 
fumigation ma rkings . This is good post al 
hi story. 

G eneral Articles 

Two papers, conce rning Bibliog raphy and 
Catalogue Prices. 

I. " Bibliog raphy: The B asis of Phil atelic 
Resea rch" by J ohn Boynton K aise r. 

A se rious attempt to influence all ph ila­
telic writing, includes D efiniti ons and Dis­
cussion s, actual Bibliographies of Phila tely, 
C atalogues of Phil atelic Libra ri es, th e more 
Important C umul ative Indexes to Phil a telic 
P eriodicals, Directo ries, Indexes, D ocumen­
t ation, T echniqu es, Adv ice to Libraries, 
Summ a rized Suggestions and Recommend a­
tions, Conclu sions and Ackn owledgements. 
Important to all phila telic auth ors. There 
a re r efe rences and quotations to TH E COL­
LECTORS CL UB PHILATELIST. 
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2. "The Pricing in Stamp Catalogs" by 
Stephen G. Rich, is an attempt to influence 
th ose who publish cat alogs and price stamps 
to be as r ealistic as possible, in avoid ing 
" price setting" and in meeting obj ections of 
th e cat a log makers who contend it is only 
possible to use th e "outd ated" system of 
high li st prices w ith und ete rmined, va ri able 
disco unts. This is ce rta inly of interes t to 
anyone who uses cat alogs and could be of 
importance in strength ening our hobby. 

In con cl us ion, th e last eight pages of the 
book give a complete index by titles of all 
pape rs presented in the American Phila telic 
Co ngress Books, fro m th e fi rst to th e pres­
ent ( th e nineteenth ) issue. 

Since re and hea rty congratulations a re due 
to Lt. Col. J ames T. D eVoss, th e E dito r, 
fo r a generally fi ne and outst anding labo r 
of love in behalf of Phil a tely. H e h as pro­
duced one of th e bes t ed ited "Congress" 
Books. (E. G. C.) 

Th e H al f L ength s of Victo ria by J. R . W . 
Purves, F .R.P.S.L., II " x 80" XVI + 216 
pps. + half tone po rtr ai t of Thomas H am, 
5 pl ates in colo r , and in pocket at back 4 
pages and 31 collotype plates spiral bound. 
Publi shed by The R oyal Phil a telic Society, 
L ond on 1953 £12-1 2-0. Edition limited to 
120 numbered copies. 

In 1923 THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATEL­
IST published th e fa mous study of Victo ri a, 
"The H alf L ength P ort ra its and th e T wo­
P ence Queen E nth roned" by C harles L ath rop 
P ack. 1 ow, thirty year s later , it h as been 
completely superseded by M r. Purves' splen­
did book on these fasc in a ting st amps. It is 
fi tting in deed th a t th e fi nes t wo rk on th e 
fi rst Victo ri an st amps should be by an Aus­
tralian, a Victori an, and one w ho is among 
th e "fi rst " if not " th e fi rst " of A ustrali a's 
living phil atelists. 

The wo rk by M r. P urves is divided into 
two pa rts. The fi rst being a study of th e 
printings by Thomas H am, whil e th e second 
ably discusses the Campbell and Campbell 
& Fe rguson printings. 

In P ack's class ification th e H am print­
ings w ere divid ed into fo ur groups, but M r . 
Purves show s quite conclusively th at H am 
h ad made eight printings as fo llows: 
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P ack's I St IS Purves' I st 
2nd 

P ack's 2nd IS Purves' 3rd 
P ack's 3rd IS Purves' 4th 

5th 
P ack 's 4th IS Purves' 6th 

7th 
8th 

In th e Campbell and Campbell & Fergu­
son printings, 1\11 r. Purves shows th at th ere 
TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATEL IST , VOL. XXXIII, 
we re two printings by Campbell & Fergus­
son formerly included in the Campbell print­
ings . Heretofore it was believed th at each 
firm made one printing, whereas we now 
know th at Campbell & Ferguson made three 
printings. Thus it can be seen that Mr. 
Purves es t abli shes six further printings for 
th ese st amps. 

Arranged by denominations this table 
sho\\"S th e present classification compared 
with the ones previously accepted. 
P ack 

H am Camp. C. & F. Total 

1d 3 I I 

2d 4 - I 

3d 3 I -

5 
4 
5 

Purves 

H am Camp. C. & F. Total 

5 I 3 9 
8 - - 8 
5 I 3 9 
The most striking discovery, among a 
number of new discoveries is th a t Ham's 
first printing of the rd was from a small 
stone of 30 subjects ( 5 x 6) which was made 
up of sin gle transfer s direct from the die. 
Since only 9600 stamps (320 shee ts) were 
printed from this small stone, examples 
from it are of necessity r are. Th e author 
h as succeeded in exami ning 66 copies, and 
es t abli shed 25 out of th e 30 possible types. 
Considering th e ratio of su rvival this must 
represent a high proportion of existing 
copies. Neve rth eless, we can hope th at 
further cop ies will be loca ted, and the five 
remaining types finally id entified . In the 
2d , of which only 7,200 stam ps (260 sheets) 
25 ou t of th e 30 types have bee n id entifi ed 
while of the 3d which was printed in th e 
same quantity as th e 1 d, namely 9600 copies, 
all th e types have been identified. Mr. 
Purves also show s that there were two print­
ings of th e 2d and 3d in sheets of 30. 

Th e late r printings of all values were 
from stones of 120, made up from intermedi­
ate transfers of 10, 12, I 5, or 30. The 
va rious types of th e intermediate transfe rs 
a re all ca refu lly identified , together with de­
t ai led notes on th e second ary varieties pe­
culi a r to each printing. 

In tre ating of the J. S. Campbell and th e 
Campbell and Ferguson printings Mr. Purves 
shows th at th ey always made up stones from 
an intermedi ate transfe r of 2+. These print­
ing stones va ried from 192 subjects in two 
panes of 96 ( 12 x 8), to 400 subject s in two 
panes of 200 (20 x ro). The primary types 
a re all identifi ed, as w ell as the secondary 
flaws occ urring on the va rious stones pro­
duced from th e primary tr ansfe rs. The solu­
tion of the make up of th e J. S. Campbell 
sheets is an ou tst anding example of philatelic 
r esea rch. 

Let us say th at thi s work is " pure" phi­
la tely at its bes t. It is not something th at 
can be " read " . It mu st be studied and ab­
sorbed-a matter th at will take the keenest 
student weeks if not months. For Mr. 
Purves brings to bea r on the probl ems not 
only hi s knowledge of official records and 
the examin ation of thou sands of st amps, but 
an intellect of no me an ability. Not only do 
we see the solution of many fascinating 
philatelic problems in this book, but we can 
obse rve a keen philatelist with a keen mind , 
in its operations, as the author not only ex­
pl ains the varieties and th e conclusions he 
draws from th em, but how he a rrives at the 
conclusions and why he believes them to be 
cor rect . 

The book is a beautiful production, a 
c redit to the printers, The University Press, 
Aberdeen for the text, Robert MacLehose 
& Co. Ltd. for the colo r plates and binding, 
and the Chiswick Press for the Collotype 
plates. 
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Whether interested in the st amps of Vic­
tori a o r not , all philateli sts who esteem their 
avocation have another cause for pride in 
this book , which co mbines th e bes t in phila­
telic ability, intellectual act1v1ty, and manu­
fa:: turing skill. (W. S. B. ) 

" Th e P os tage Stamps of Great Britain", 
Part Ill , The Embossed I ss ues, The Sur­
face- Printed I ss ues of Queen Victoria and 
King Edward VII. By K. M . Beaumont 
and H. C. V. Ad ams. Published by the 
Roy al Phil atelic Society, Lond on, 195+, 180 
pages with 19 pl ates. Price 20/. 

This work is the la tter half of Seymour's 
"Tl'e Stamps of Great Britain , Part II", 
completely rew ritten by the two outstanding 
speciali sts in this field , K. ]VI. Beaumont and 
H . C. V. Adams. In rew riting up the origi­
nal work , much has been add ed and the cov­
e rage has been extended up to 1910. Thus 
th· la rger part of this book cove rs new 
grou nd and is th e authoritative tex t-book on 
th ese issues. 

The Publica tions Committee of th e Roy al 
Phil a telic Society is to be complim ented on 
th eir far-sightedness in ca rrying forward th e 
work so abl v begu n by the la te J . B. Seymour. 
For it is th e written record that w ill live , 
so th e au th or and revise rs of this work wi ll 
be long remembered . 

On th e " ·hole the volum e gives an excel­
lent and accu rate coverage of th e in for mation 
known on th ese iss ue s. There is, unfortu­
nately , a tendency to gi ve a much more de­
ta il ed description and study to th e so-called 
classical stamps than to th e late r iss ues. 
Can this be a reflection of an ultra-co nse rv a­
tive attitude that no st amps worthy of col­
lecting have ceen issued since 1870? On the 
other hand , the la ter surface-printed st amps 
demonstrate such an advance in printing th at 
obvious ly the philatelist has fa r less to study. 
Out of th e 17+ pages of text , ove r 100 of 
th em a re devo ted to th e iss ues made in th e 
classica l period , while +o yea rs of st amps 
a re cove red in a far less space . If, how­
eve r, this rev iewe r is not in e rror in a ttribut­
ing th e paucity of inform at ion on th e la te r 
iss ues to a prejudice, then it is evident th a t 
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much more study is ne eded on the later sur­
face-printed issues. 

These comments, while pertinent to the 
general approach to this book, should not 
be construed as in any way detractin g from 
its use fulness or from its worth. As of now 
it is th e fine st thin g of its so rt th a t has yet 
been published. 

W e can unh esit atingly recommend this vol­
ume to th e British specialist. In fact, it will 
provide th e most useful tex t for th e special­
ist co ll ecto r of th e st amps of Great Britain 
th at h as ye t been published. Th e study and 
description of th e embossed iss ues is very 
usef ul readi ng for all coll ecto rs beca use it 
provid es a clear exposition of th e printing 
pape r known as " th e Dickin son paper". 

The Roy al Phil a telic Society can be proud 
th at it has prod uced anoth er fi ne study in its 
long histo ry of outst anding philatelic studi es. 
W e sincere ly hope th at this program of top­
notch publications will continu e. It has sur­
pas~ed the reco rd of Am erican Phil ately in 
th e las t decade or so pointing th e way for us 
to star t to ca tch up. (H. D .S. H. ) 

Billig' s Philatelic Handbook Volume 20. 

Fritz Billig, 168-39 Highland Ave., J amaica, 
' . Y . Publi sher. 18+ pp . plus 18 pp. Com­

bined Index for Vols. I to 21. Illustr ated. 
Cloth Bound. Price $s.oo. 

Befo re com menting specifically upon th e 
contents of this most recent volume, so me 
genera l remarks upon th e phil atelic value of 
"The Billig H andbooks" seem to be in orde r. 
Mr. Fritz Billig , a full time commercial stam p 
dealer , has diligently labored to se rve philate­
ly through his publica tion s. Monetary prof­
its neve r cou ld be hi s goal because th e pub­
lica tion of such phil a telic lite rat ure is not 
gainfu l. 

Each Billig H andbook is a compi latio n of 
vanous treati ses on a varied number of 
topics . Se ld om is an o riginal research a rticle 
published. Instead previous works are re­
printed. Often thi s is a real service because 
many pas t inform ative ar ticles have become 
unav a ilable to th e present phil ate list. fn this 
respect, Mr. Billig has performed a most 
laudable se rvice for which all should be 
grateful. 
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The drawback in this work is the lack of 
new information. It is all very well to re­
print a studious a rticle on an issue of st amps 
w ritten 30 years ago. But since th en further 
data has become known and should be in­
corpo ra ted into the know ledge being made 
available in 1954. U nfortun ately Billig sel­
dom, if ever, has done this. 

Therefo re it is difficult for any reviewe r 
to comment in his all owed space upon a phila­
telic handbook as Bill ig's Vol. 20 now before 
us. As a general rule (and th ere a re ex­
cep ti ons). th e co ntents fall into three differ­
ent ca tego ries. 

The fi rst is th e appearance of o r igin al 
studies. In this la tes t volume, an excellent 
instance is Irving I. Green's study of a little­
known iss ue , th e 1922-23 Provisionals of 
H onduras. Although this reviewer lacks 
knowledge abou t th e stamps under discussion, 
this Honduras ar ticl e seems to be most au­
thoritative . It is well documented wi th rec­
ords of the printings taken fro m official ar­
chives and the plating of th e settings appea r 
to be presented in a schol a rly, accurate man­
ner bv one 11·ho is reputed to be one of our 
best Honduran spec iali sts. 

The seco nd gro up refers to th ose art icles 
no longe r avai lab le, long out-of-print which 
a re re-p rinted . Typical is th e detailed study 
of Mexico 's J 912-1 5 Sonora issues clone by 
George W. Linn . T his was published origi­
nal ly in 1916. It has held its reputation of 
being one of the best studies of its kind , a 
most comprehensive resea rch into a single 
issve of stamps. 

The third group conce rn s reprinting a rti ­
cles perhaps forgotten or buried unknown in 
other publications. For example, the Russian 
Wrangel P osts a re an excellen t feature in 
this Hand book. One part is a complete re­
print of H. D. S. H ave rbeck 's authoritative 
article th at appea red in this magazin e in our 
July, 1948, number. D espi te the ve ry high 
quality of this a rticle, one defec t was noted 
at the time of original pub lication . The many 
significant illustrations lacked captions and 
were not tied into th e text for the readers' 
guidance . This one fau lt was not rectified, 
as it should have been, in the Billig reprint. 
But add ing to th e great fu nd of Haverbeck 
knowledge about these W range! issues is an­
oth er lengthy study by two members of th e 
British Society of Ru ssian Phil ate ly, W . E . C. 
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Kothro and P. T. Ashford. Taking both 
a rticles as a combin ation, interested ph ilat­
elists have an excellent and abund ant source 
of in forma tion avail able to them upon a 
gro up of st amps that h ad been very obscure 
in th e English-speaking countries. 

On th e other hand , there is a pa rt of far 
less wo rth in this book. Reference is to the 
7-page reprint und er th e misleading title 
" ew Z ealand Great Barrier I sland Pigeon­
gra m Se rvice". This obviously is a reprint 
from an older catalog li sting and British 
ar ticl es . For some peculi a r reason, one col­
umn was inserted on th e ew Z eal and a ir­
mail stamps of 1931 , 1934 and 1935. These 
are completely ou t of pl ace w ith semi-official 
posts of a Pigeongr am se rvice from I 898-99. 
As fo r th e Pigeong ram data published, it 
cont ain s some sound philatelic study, but is 
quite in adequate , still perpetuating old mis­
t akes, in view of la ter discover ies and pres­
ent-d ay information. 

P as t ed itorial col umns in THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PH ILATELIST have remarked in a spi rit 
of const ructive criticism about the almost 
total inadequacy of indexing in philatelic 
literature. These words must have had some 
desired effect because one is findi ng more and 
more philatelic publications being indexed. 
Mr. Billig deserves high praise because in 
the beginning of Volume 20, he has supplied 
the use rs of h is handbooks wi th a "Com­
bined Cross Index for Volumes I to 21 " . 
This rep resents an amb itious wo rk of th e 
most essential va lue. 

So this la test production of M r. Billig 
fo ll ows the pattern of his p rev ious ones. It 
requires th at th e user exercise d iscrimin a­
tion w ith his se nse of philatelic knowledge 
beca use the whole cannot be judged by th e 
parts, some of which hold a r ank of phila­
te lic information of th e greatest value w hile 
others are non e too reliabl e. Between th ese 
two extremes, one find s ar ticles of va rying 
wo rth . (H. M. G.) 

Sanabria's Air Post Ca talogue. Publi shed 
by N icolas Sanabria Co., Inc., l ew York, 
N . Y. 538 pp. plus 2-page Index. Illus­
tr ated. C loth bound. Price $6.oo. 

This lates t edi tion of th e Sanabria Air 
Post Ca talogue must have many, m any thou­
sands of li stings and prices, wi th out attempt-
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ing to compile an exact count. Practically 
n-o items of interest to air mail collectors 
have been omitted . It is a very good book 
although a number of matters therein could 
undergo criticism. But even if 500 listings 
and/or prices we re wrong, and space pre­
vents their itemization, nevertheless such a 
large group of mistakes would come to less 
A Mystery Solved 

FOR PHILA TELIC BIBLIOGRA PHERS 

By VICTOR MARSH 
224 THE CO
than· 5%· Allowing even for a further per­
centage of errors, any catalogue th at is about 
90% correct ranks as a very line one. 

Aero-philately in consideration of its uni­
versal popularity needs an accurate and com­
prehensive guide book. The Sanabria Cata­
logue continues to meet this demand. 
(H . M. G.) 
The names of authors, publishers, and 
writers of philately's first generation-as I 
shall term those of the 'sixties-are gener­
ally known, although written under pseudo­
nyms or initials. 

For instance, Major Edward B. Evans (so 
long edi tor of "S tanl ey Gibbons Monthly 
J ourn al" and a Director of th e Company in 
I 890 when a comp any prospectus was issued) 
had wri tten as "Cheth" : th e originator of 
the fi rm of P ember ton (Edward L.) traded 
as Grant and Co.: Dr. J acques Amable 
Legrand of France wrote as Dr. Magnus: 
th e handbooks of J . B. Moens and th e edit­
orship of "Le Timbre-poste" we re by Louis 
H anciau of Brussels. 

But w ho was th e aut hor of the first Span­
ish catalog ue published at Barcelona m 
1864'! 

Through th e decades it has remained a 
mystery. Its title was "Manu el de! Colec­
cionista de Sellos de Cor reo" and its author 
"] . M. V. de C". 

Apart from th e copy in th e C rawford be­
quest to th e British Museum, I know only 
of one other which I bought very many years 
ago from a Spanish co rrespond ent for £20 
and sold to Frank Arthur Bell amy, M.A., 
F .R.A.S., F.R.P.S.L. It figured again in th e 
Sale catalog w hich I prepared for H arris 
Publications, Ltd., and was sold by J acombs 
at th e Bonnington H otel in 1946. In pre­
paring this catalogue I could only mention 
the initials as given in the C rawford Library 
catalogue prepared by [S ir] Edward Denny 
Bacon [ K.C.V.0.]. When Senor D on M. P. 
de Figueroa * wrote an ar ticle on Spanish 
publications for my " Intern ational Directory 
of Phil atelic Literature Collectors" in 1904, 
I put th e question to him but wi th out suc­
cess. The doc tor had wr itten various books 
dealing w ith postal matters and was g reatly 
instrumental in ge tting th e deplorable Spanish 
postal se rvice put on a sound er basis. As a 
rewa rd , all he desired was free postage in 
Spain and Colonies. That was agreed to and 
the doctor had a number of circul ar rubber 
stamps made with the pseudonym "Dr. The­
bussem" which he used fo r franking pur­
poses. He wrote to me w ith an envelope 
franked th us and abou t a dozen "cut-outs" 
on variously colored papers we re included. 
These I placed in my coll ection of philatelic 
autog raphs wh ich for some reason unknown 
remains cache. 

Only recently has th e mystery of the ini­
tia ls been solved . Way back in the late 
'nineties' I subscribed to the "Madrid Fila­
telico" publi shed by Miguel Galvez w ho 
died about three years ago. After many 
years ' lapse I renewed my subscription in 
1952 and put th e question to his son, Manuel, 
who gave me th e information I wanted. The 
author was Don Jose Maria Verges de 
Ca rd ona. 

A plate illustration of this catalogue was 
published in th e " J ournal of th e Philatelic 
Literature Society" in 1912. 

* Spain honored this gentleman in 194+ by a 5 Pts. 
air mail listed in Scott as C 1 r7, design AP3 I. 
(Editor) 
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Another Clubhouse 

A statement was made in these columns 
on page 2 of Vol. XXXIII th at " in the 
Unit ed States th ere is only (S tamp} Col­
lect ors Club with its own building." It may 
co me as a surprise to other members, as it 
did to us, but th e re is another Stamp Club 
in th e U nited States w ith its own building 
in Los Angeles, California. After one of 
our Ca li fo rni a members caught our error 
and wrote us, we requested further infor­
mation . The letter of reply was so interes t­
ing th at we quote portions of it for th e in­
formation of our entire membership. 

"The name is THE PHILATELIC 
C L UB, I NC. In 19+1 a 12- room residence 
at + 17 So. Alvarado Stree t in th e Westlake 
district of Los Angeles was purchased. It 
is wholly o~· n ed, as is 22 East 35 th Street, 
New York , N . Y., free and clea r. The 
loca tion is only ten minutes from downtown 
Los Angeles,-a centr al, convenient one. The 
prese nt Meeting Room on the grou nd floor 
can acco mmodate 40-50, but plans are under 
way to enl a rge it to seat 100 or more people. 

"The balance of the building is devoted 
for th e most part to a libr a ry which like 
yo urs is open to the public. The contents 
of the li brary a re well kept, indexed; and, 
many periodicals are bound. As to its size, 
th e Los Angeles C lub believes it may pres­
en tly hold second r ank as an American 
Phil atel ic Library, on ly our own being 
superior. 

"The membership of the PHILATELIC 
C L U B, Inc., comprises mostly residents of 
Southern Californi a, although it is open to 
all phila teli sts. A few out-of-S tate Co rre­
sponding members are on the rolls, al­
th ough no se rious attempt h as been made to 
bu il d this up. 

"From July 1941 through December 19+2, 
a printed Clu b Bulletin was issued monthly. 
It r an notices of interest about th e mem­
bers, their activiti es and th e regu la r meet­
ings. It became a w ar casua lty and hopes 
are bre"·ing for a revival". 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. \ "OL. XXXIII, 
Word from the Director of the Los Ange­
les Club stresses the fact th at any philatel­
ist visiting Southern California is invited to 
come to 417 South Alvaredo Street and see 
the other Stamp Collectors Club in the Unit­
ed States. 

In conclusion, it is desired to stress that 
when we boas ted las t Janua ry about owning 
our own clubhouse, it was with a spirit of 
pride. We are delighted to know about the 
good fortune of stamp collectors in Los An­
geles, California. W e hope th at in other 
la rge cities of the United States, our a rdent 
phil at elic friends there can some time in the 
not- too-d istant future fulfill thei r desire to 
have a clubhouse of their own. From New 
York to Southern California is a lot of mile­
age. A few more st amp collecto rs club­
houses is not a w ild dream, when one real­
izes th e grow th and prosperity of philately 
111 th e U nited States 111 recent year s. 
(H. M. G.) 

Club Competition N ight 

April 21 , 1954 

The idea of an annu al competition for this 
C lub's members mu st be popular because of 
the very g reat response to this year's event. 
A total of 52 members ente red pages from 
th eir albums fo r an individual one-frame 
showing. The success of th e entire project 
from beginning to end is most heartening 
judging by th e m any favo rable comments 
heard or r eceived. 

Under the guidance of the Chairman of 
the Prog ram Committee, H . D .S. H averbeck, 
an Exhibition Committee was formed ea rly 
in 1954. There was much advance plan­
ning and work, which mani fested itself later 
by th e efficient ways in which the Annu al 
Member Competition went off. Messrs. 
H enry M. Goodkind and L ouis Stich were 
given th e ass ignment of preparing th e ma­
terial entered . Wh en th e entries began 
pouring in, th e Committee was advised th at 
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the 20 perm anent frames in the Club's Meet­
ing Room would be totally insufficient for 
a showing of this size. The House Com­
mittee und er Ja cob S . Glaser with the able 
assistance of M r. Harry Holman made a r­
rangements for additional frames. So 
when th e Exhibition was staged, every en­
try w as displ ayed because 32 ex tr a fr ames 
had been pl aced in the center of the Meet­
ing Room. This meant clearing out all 
oth er furnitur e and tr ansfe rring it to the 
second fl oor lounge for the announcements 
of the winners on April 21st before the as­
se mbled members and guests. 

The Exhibition Committee foresaw one 
important matter in th eir preparatory work. 
A Boa rd of Jud ges would be required who 
have a good general philatelic know ledge 
rather th an a group of intense specialists. 
The entries showed that the 52 exhibits 
would represent th e r ange of philately from 
ea rly 19th century to date both U. S. and 
foreign. U nd er the able Chairmanship of 
11/ inthrop S. B oggs, the following prominent 
phil ate lists were selected as Judges: Mrs. 
J ohn D. D ale, Messrs. H erbert Bloch, 
J ohn R. Boker, Jr. and G eneral C. W. 
W ick ersham. 

Another fac tor of encour agement to the 
Exhibition Committee was th e large repre­
se nt a tion of exhibits from non-residen t mem­
bers. Three came from Cali fo rni a, one 
from New l\!I exico, four from F lorida, and 
eleven from th e Mid-West. 

It is reliably es tim ated th at close to 150 
members and gues ts viewed the exhibits. 
Originally one Grand Award and six Awards 
of H on or had been pl anned. Due to the 
l arge number of entries and th e keen compe­
tition , th e Judges add ed an add itional six 
Awards of NJ erit. The w inners were as 
announced in thi s order by Mr. Boggs: 

Certifica tes of F elicitations 

Unit er/ Sta tes r847 I ssue by Edward H . 
R ing, Trenton, N. J. 

Confederat e States of America by Philip 
Silver , Brooklyn, N. Y . 

B omia P ostal H istory by J ohn Connor, New 
York , N. Y. 

D anube & Black Sea R. R. Locals by Den­
wood K elly, Norfo lk, Va. 
THE CO
G erman Semi-Official Airmails by Dr. R. 
Hasbrouck Shrady, New York, N. Y. 

N ewfoundland Airmails by Mrs. M. Hoff­
man, New York, N. Y. 

M edals of Honor 

U . S. R evenues by Morton D. Joyce, New 
York, N. Y. 

W es tern Express Covers by H. H. Clifford, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Canada P ence I ssues by L eland Powers, 
Boston, Mass. 

Chile Pr ovisionals by John F. Rid er , New 
York , N. Y. 

New j oundland Airmails by Dr. J ames J . 
Matejka , Chicago, Ill. 

No rway No. r by W. F. Foulk, Manhasset, 
N . Y. 

Grand Award 

Confedera te States of America Postmaster 
Pr ovisionals 011 covers by F rank E. H art, 
L ake W orth , F la. 

Several obse rvati ons are in ord er. First 
of all , all exhibits we re by number, not 
name, so that the Jud ges were guided pri­
ma rily by th e material shown and not 
th rough a personal know ledge of th e ex­
hibitor. Secondly out of th e TJ winners only 
six were exhibits of New York City resi­
dents. Also th e parents of Mr. Frank E. 
H art were in the audience to receive with 
surpri sed elati on the announcement of their 
son's wi nning th e Top H onor. 

The res t of the exhibition consis ted of th e 
fo llowi ng: 
Prussia by Dr. H . M. B arnh art 
Early Covers by Max B ass 
Vatican City by J ohn P . Briggs 
C uracao and S urinam A irmails by Charles 

Booy 
France Airmail Blocks by Adrien Boutrelle 
M exico r913-15 by Grant Bulkley 
Grea t Britain Mulreadys by P aul Carlton 
C hin a r9th C entury by E. R obe rt C las 
Ryukyu I slands by Emory E. Cochran 
Cuchoslovakia Essays by H erbert Dube 
Gibraltar by R. R. Grabfield 
Costa Rica "Ambulantes" by W. P . S. Hall 
Canada 3c Bea~•ers by Miss Ethel H a rper 
U. S. A. Cove1·s by F red H ayward 
French Morocco Airmail Pr oofs by Wm. G. 

Higgi nboth am 
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U. S. A . the 2c of 1912-21 by Dr. C. S. 
Hitch ins 

U. S. R even ues by Sidney Kahn 
Philippines Airmail by H enry Kr aemer 
U . S. Fumigated Mail by Mrs. Maryette B . 

Lane 
U . S. W in e Stamps by R. W. Larsen 
London, England Early Postal Histo ry by 

R . W . Leach 
S traits S ettlements by P. P . Lindenberg 
U. S. Silver Purchase R evenu es by B. H . 

Matthies 
U.S. 19th Century Fancy Cancels by Edwin 

Milliken 
U . S . Duck Stamps by H erm an Munves 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan by Stanley E . Nol an 
Austria Pre-Stamp Mail by E. P . R adfo rd 
N. M ex. Ghosttow n Markings by Duane C. 

R osse lot 
G erman Post Ca rds by H. C. Schulz 
H aiti 1898 I ssu e by F. B. Sellers 
D anz ig 19th C entury Cancels by J ames W. 

Sh ave r 
Haw aii by H enry M. Spelman III 
G erman Sta tes by A. Swoboda 
D enmark 1913-34 I ssu es by A. J ames Wen­

nermark 
Global Covers by J. C. Wheat 
France Pont-du-Gard I ssu es by Miss Elena 

L. Wheeler 
Brazil by John S. Whittlesey 
Bulgaria by H erbert P. Woodward 

The C lub is indebted not only to all who 
participated to make this 195+ event so ou t­
standi ng but to th e fo llowing members who 
l abored long and hard to stage this event: 
St ephen G. Rich, Af au rice Trip et, Charles 
Booy , So l TFhitman , and fi nally President 
John ]. Britt w ho desp ite an illness drove 
himself to supervise the ent ire undertaking 
from cradle to grave that this A nnu al Com­
petition wou ld be conducted so as to r eflect 
the traditional high prestige of THE COL­
LECTORS CLUB. (H. M. G.) 

Meeting on May 19, 1954 

Baden 

Mr. Herbert Bloch, himself origin ally a 
B adensian, showed what he quite underrat­
ingly call ed "some pages from a specialized 
collection of Baden- hi s own." Far from 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXIII , 
being w h at the title might imply, the eve­
ning's exhibit was re ally a very systematic 
showing that did ampl e justice to this coun­
try's postal material. Begun as a cancell a­
tion collection , Mr. Bloch has, ove r th e yea rs, 
made it more and more extensive, including 
postal st ationery, postal forms , and in fac t 
eve rything post al fr om Baden. 

The ea rli es t B aden post al service was 
ope r ated by th e House of Thurn & T axis, 
from 171 8 onw ard s. We have pre-stamp 
cove rs from as ea rly as 1745, some with 
manu script postmarks, some with hand ­
st amps. A number of th ese, showing th e 
typical styles and very early elates, formed 
th e first frame of exhibited m aterial. Fol­
lowi ng th e ending of th e Imperial Post, with 
which th e Thurn & Taxis administration 
coope r ated , we h ave th e French domination. 
Thurn & Taxis kept its field of activity in­
cluding Baden, introducing a system of zone 
or " R ayon" r ates. The postmarking of th e 
period indicates these in some cases, but not 
in all. 

In 1811 B aden took over its ow n postal 
se rvice. The old postmarks were kept in 
use in some cases until 1851 , as shown. In 
others new styles, such as double lined marks 
and double circl es ( r are at firs t ) were in­
troduced. Octagons appear from l 830 on ; 
and a r emark able posthorn type used at 
K arlsruhe. The last day of st ampless do­
mestic mailing, April 30, 1851, was repre­
sented by a cove r . 

The R evolution of 1848 and the two years 
of war after it produced some remarkable 
covers, such as th ose show n with Pruss ian 
post markings on cove rs within B aden. 

Stamps we re introduced May 1, 1851. A 
cover wi thin th e fi rst week of use was includ­
ed in th e exhibit. Mr. Bloch differentiated 
with great clarity th e first and second print­
ings of th e four values. H e pointed out that 
th e irregul ar locking-up of th e elect ro cliches 
for st amp printing makes it h a rd to get fine 
cop ies, as even careful cu tting apar t of the 
imperforates was subject to th e wandering 
of th e narrow spaces between stamps. R a th er 
interesting was the 6k second printing, w ith 
stitch watermark, shown here. This is evi­
dence th at at le as t a part of th e second print­
ing was on machin e-made paper. Diffe r­
enti a tion of the first and second printings of 
th e 9k by color was shown w ith g reat clarity. 
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The l 853 color ch anges, to avoid con­
fu sion with Wurttemberg st amps, received 
consider able attention, with mention of the 
difficulty of finding ce rtain values, the 6k 
specialty, in pairs. Likewise the I 858 color 
change, with a ll eged r eason th at "gum did 
not adhere to the st amp" came in for atten­
tion- including th e discove ry cop ies for the 
stitch watermark and th e printed both sides 
3k on blue. 

The l 865 spec ial printing, made for th e 
Austrian postmaster general and valid for 
post age, came in for attention. Pla tings and 
one entire sheet of the 6k were shown; also 
th e two positions that "won't plate" on the 
lk. 

The show in g of th e 1860 new des ign per­
forated iss ue, th e 1861, th e ch ange of per­
foration in 1862, and th e colorless-back­
grou nd issue of 1863 were explained in full 
detail, as was th e revised wording of th e 
1868 issue caused by ending of the German­
Austrian P ostal U nion. Covers to various 
cou ntries, including th e U nited States, with 
th e higher values franking them, were a 
special feature in this period as shown. 

After th e intermission , Mr. Bloch ex­
pla ined the Rural Postage Dues st amps. 
This was a special se rvice, established in 
1858, with all mail carried collect . Rural 
delivery was charged for on mai l from the 
State P ost Offices. The st amps, of three 
values, were printed in sheets of 100. Of 
these, th e 12k is very hard to find used on 
cover: three such were shown, two of th em 
multiples. Likewise the bisect 12k and the 
quadrisect l2k (one of the two kn own cov­
ers) were in the frames. Two covers 
showing the rural dues and th e regular 
stamps used together were th e most striking 
features of this section. 

Combination cove rs of Baden w ith stamps 
of other countries formed th e next section. 
Some were actual mixed franking; oth er s 
covers forwarded in country of first add ress. 

The st amped envelopes, from 1858 on 
(s tamp at left) , th e reissues, the 1862's with 
stamp at right, formed a well developed sec­
tion by th emselves. 

The cancellation section was highly devel­
oped, showing the old postmark styles used 
w ith separa te numer al killers , l to 163 in 
alphabetical order of post office names, as 
the st a rting point. Several cases of shifted 
THE COLL
killer as No. IO fro m Beuggen to Rh ein­
felsen R ailroad Station, appeared in fu ll. 
Colored cancell ations, which Mr. Bloch 
consid ers much overrated, a lso were shown. 
The num eral cancellations began to vanish 
in favor of town marks struck on the stamps 
in l 863, but no order for abandonment of 
th ese kill ers has been fo und. 

Interesting items we re Prussian and W ur­
temburg railroad cancell ations on B aden 
stamps, from lines of th ese countries which 
had short sections within Baden. Likewise, 
Bade n postmarks con tinued on German Em­
pire st amps after J anu ary l , 1872 made a 
special group. Some continu ed in use to 
around 1890. 

In 1925 all the Baden postmarking devices 
were taken up from offices hav ing them. 
Late imprints we re made, but most of the 
actual devices were destroyed by \\·ar damage 
in 19.p. Imprints of 1935 with stamped and 
stampless use of the same device in old times 
were shown grouped. 

At th e end, a vote of thanks by applause 
was spont aneously given. In presenting th e 
ce rtificate of app reciations, Program Chair­
man H averbeck sa id that l\1r. Bloch had 
shown him self truly "a philatelist's ·philat­
elist" by th e t alk and show ing of th is eve­
nin g. (This cond ensed report really fails 
to do j ustice to the excellence of th e material 
and of th e explanations). (S. G. R. ) 

The Library Committee reports th e acqu i­
si tion of th e followi ng: 

" N iagara Frontier" Publication of the Buf­
fa lo, New York, Historical Socie ty. The 
Spring 1954 number contai ns the Pitt 
P etri ar ticle "Private Local Posts in 
Buffalo" in cond ensed fo rm. The origi­
nal a rticle ran in Vol. 32, pp. 77-92 of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. 

Many original ar ticles have been reprinted 
with permission from THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST, but usually in oth er philatelic 
publications. This r eprint w ith mention of 
our magazine marks one of th e very first 
times when th e journal of a historical society 
h as borrowed from philately. We regard it 
as another piece of evid ence of the increasing 
stature of and respect for philately in the 
United States. 
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"A Selective Bibliography of Literature on 
Revenue Stamps" by Joseph Schonfeld. 
Gift of Author. 

"Billig's Specialized Catalogue Vol. VII­
-Canada" by Hans Reich e. Gift of 
Author. 

"Postal Stationery of th e Commonwealth of 
Austrnlia" by E. Norman Lurch. Gift 
of Author. 

"Golden Age of the United States Postage 
Stamp D esigns" by Dr. C. Brazer. Gift 
of Author. ( Reprint from the ational 
Philatelic Museum). 

*" Sanabria's Air Post Catalogu e-195+-55 
Edition" by Nicolas Sanabria & Co. , Inc. 

" I sab el th e Catholic Issu e of Spain 1937-40. 
Illustrations of che Transfer Types" by 
Ian H amil ton. Gift of Author. 

"Ca talog ue des l'vfarques Postales 1698-
1876. Le Pas de Calais 1945" by L. 
Dubus. Gift of Author. 

" Catalogu e des JI![ arques Postales et Oblit­
rrations de La Haute Garonne 1698-
1876" by L. Dubus. Author's gift. 

"Catalogu e rlPs Marques Postales 1698-1876 
de La Manch e" by L. Dubus. Gift of 
Author. 

"Catal og ue des Mar·ques Postales & Oblit­
nations rlu Nord 1698-1876 (19+7)" by 
L. Dubus. Gift of Author. 

"Catalog ue de; Marqu es Postales N Oblit­
erations rlu Var 1698- 1876 (1945)" by 
L. Dubus. Gift of Author . 

"Pilots of th e Air Mail. Four stories: three 
by Philip Lee Wright; one by John 
Prentice Langley. Gift of Albert H. 
Higgins. 

"Ca talogu e of th e Exhibition of B. P. A. 
R ef erence Collection comparing l ean 
Sperati stamps with genuine" by British 
Phil atelic Association. 

"Col ombia and H er Posts 1859-1903" by 
Charles J ewe!!. ( Reprint from London 
Philatelist J an.-Feb. 1954). 

"Your Introduction to a Fascinating Hobb y 
-Stamp Collecting" by Franklin R. 
Bruns, Jr. Gift of Author. 

*" Th e Postage Stamps of Great Britain­
Pt. Ill" by K . M . Beaumont & H. G. V. 
Adams. Gift of Royal Phil atelic Soc. 

"Evolution of World Posts" by Charles 
Meroni. Gift of Author. 

* Reviewed in this number. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHil;ATELIST, VOL. XXXIII
" Th e Commonwealth Catalogue - Qu een 
Elizabeth Stamps 1954 Edition" by 
Commonwealth Stamp Co. 

"Eleven th American Philatelic Congress 
Book" 1945. 

" Phant om Philately" F. J. Melville . 
" Commonwealth of Australia" A bi-monthly 

periodical. Editor-Philip Burr. 

At the Board of Governors meetings held 
on April 28th and May 26th , 195+, the fol­
lowing new members were elected: 
No. 
4217 Raffaele de Angel is, East Elmhurst, 

L. I. Collects ltalian-Libia. 
4218 Henry H. Melhoos, Winnetka, Ill. Col­

lects U. S. and Norway. 
4219 Idus L. Murphree, Athens, Ohio. Col­

lects Philippines, "Tokyo Bay" Naval 
Cancellations. 

4220 Manuel M. Risueno, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Coll ects British Colonies 
and Mexico. 

4221 Mrs. Erm ini a L. Citti, New York, 
N. Y. Coll ects U. S. Stamps and 
Covers, Maximum Cards, It aly & 
Colonies. 

4222 H ans Danziger, C hicago, Tl1. Collects 
U. S. 20th Centu ry Cancellations. 

4223 Wm. W. Steele, San Antonio, Texas . 
Collects U. S. Sanitary Fairs and 
Locals. 

+22+ J ames S. Couch, Hot Sp ring, Alaska. 
Collects Alaska P ostal History , Cana­
da, Eire . 

4225 Dr. Marion L. Riccitelli , New H aven, 
Conn . Collects Medical Revenu es. 

4226 George Behrens, Caracas, Venezuela. 
Collects Venezuela, Curacao, Trini­
dad, Barbados, Bah amas. Bermud a 
and Guatemala . 

4227 W. F. Deakin , Sussex, England. Col­
lects Great Britain and Colonies. 

4228 J. Stuart Fleming, Niaga ra Falls, 
N. Y. Collects U. S., Canada. 

4229 Joseph F. N egreen , Great Bar rington , 
Mass. Collects British Empire. 

4230 Edwin Mayer, ew York, N. Y. Col-
lects U. S. Stampless Covers. 

4231 Manuel A. Garcia, Bronxville, N. Y. 
Collects Western Hemisphere. 

4232 Frederick E . Hofmann, Harnden, Conn. 
Collects Civil War Patriotics. 
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4233 C. Turner Nea ring, D ecatur, Ill. Col­
lects St. Louis Postm asters, South 
African D efinit ives, Music Stamps. 

4234 Edgar H. B. P a rkin , Charlotte, N. C. 
Collects General. 

4235 Carl P . Rueth , Sidney, Ohio. Collects 
Finland, U. S. Pl ate Blocks, and For­
eign. 

4236 Willi am A. Scheller, Evanston, Ill. 
Collects U . S. 
AUDITORS' REPORT 

The Collectors Club 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1953 

INCOME : 

Dues ........ ... .. ..... . ............................................. .. ...... ....... .. . 
Contributions ... ..... .......................................................... .. 
Renta l: 

Associat ion for Stamp Exhibiti ons .. ........................ .. 
Philatelic Foundati on ....................... ....................... .. 

Sale of handbooks .. .. ....................................................... . 

$ 12, 140.02 
355.00 

200.00 
800.00 
163.7 1 

Mi sce llaneous ... . ........................... ..................... ....... .. ...... . 70.50 $ 13 ,729.23 

OPERATING EXPENSES: 

Club ................. .. ....... .. ......... .......................... .. ............. . .. 
House 

Operating income ... .. .... ....... .. ................ .. .. ....... . 

LOSS ON COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
PUBLICATION: 

Cost of publishing ............................. . 
Deduct income from : 

Adverti sin g .................................. $ 1,949.50 
Subscript ions ...... ............... ...... ..... 565 .42 

5,734.78 
5,177.70 

4,836.54 

2 ,5 14.92 

10,9 12.48 

2,816.75 

Net income ......... ......... ..... ......................... ....... .............. ........ . 

2,321.62 

495.13 

SURPLUS, December 31 , 1952 .. ...... .. ...... ...... .. .. 
Deduct transfer of fund balances included in 

surplus at Dece mber 31, 1952 : 
To Alfred F. Lichtenstein Mem. Fund 
To Collectors Club Fund .................. .. 

ADJUSTED SURPLUS, December 31 , 1952 ........ 
Transfer of cash from Life Membership Fund 

(see page 9) ............................................ .. 
Transfe r of furniture and fixtures from Alfred F. 

Lichtenstein Memorial Fund ...................... .. 

2,545.78 
312.47 

1, 105 .77 

856.72 

120, 165.43 

2,858.25 

117,307 . 18 

1,962.49 119,269.67 

SURPLUS, December 31 , 1953 ............ .... .... .......... ........................ ... .. .... ........ . $1 19,764.80 
_23.0 ·THE C.0LL
4237 Ralzemond B. P arker, Wynnewood , 
P a. Collects U . S., B. N. A., U . S. 
Covers, P ostal History. 

4238 H. Graham Bertr am, Dundas, On­
t a rio. Collects Canada-19th Century 
especially pence 1859 issues and Large 
Queens of 1868. 

4239 George C. Sp rang, P asadena, Calif. 
Collects General. 
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T

BALANCE SHEET, December 31 , 1953 

ASSETS 

Cash .... .. ............. .. ........... .... ... .. .. ... ........ . .... . ... ...... .. .. ...... . ........ . . $ 4,093.44 
Deposit with Post Office ... . .................. ... ...... ...... ... ... . ... . ... ..... . . 10.00 
Donated stamps, block of four 5c Garf ield special printing 

(Scott's catalogue No. 205cl at appraisal value ...... 5,000.00 
House Replacement Fund : 

Cash in Trustees' account .. ....... . ............ ......... . ........... .... . $ 1,056.92 
Marketable securities ... ....................... .... ....... .. .. . ........ .. . . . . 8, 375 .98 $ 9 ,432.90 

J. Brace Chittenden Memoria l Fund: 
Cash ... . .... . ..... ..... .... ..... . .. .. ........... . . ... ...... . .. .... . ..... ... ... .. ... . 195.73 
Marketable securities .. .... ......... .......... ........ . ..... .. .. .. ....... .. . . 6,700.00 6 ,895 .73 

Life Membership Fund: 
Cash in savings bank .... ... ..... .. .. ....... . .................... ...... .. ... . 350.00 

Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memoria l Fund: 
Cash .... .. ........................... .......... .. ... ... ......... . ....... . ...... .... . 1,770.98 

Collec tors Club Fund : 
Cash .... .. .... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .. . .. ... ....... .. ............................. . .. .... . 252.77 

Fixed assets : 
Club rea l es tate .............................. . ..... ................... ...... .. . 65 ,058.07 
Furniture and equipment ....... ... ..... ... ..... ................. .. .... . .. . 14,744.48 
Library .. ... .............. ........ . ......... .. .. .. ..... . .. ................. ..... .. .. . 30,293 .35 11 0,095 .90 

Unexpired insurance premiums ...... ...... .. .......... .... .......... ... .. . .. . . 1, 192.83 

$ 139,094.55 

LIABILITIES, FUND RESERVES AND SURPLUS 

Liabilities : 
Federal income and payroll taxes withheld from employees $ 
Fede ral insurance contributi ons payable ............ . .... .... ...... . 
Dues paid in advance .. .... .. ...... . ... ..... .............. ...... ... .. ....... . 

Fund reserves : 
House Replacement Fund Reserve ......... .. ....... .. ....... . ....... . 
J. Brace Ch ittenden Memorial Fund ... . ...... .. .............. . ... ... . 
Life Membership Fund Reserve ......................... .. . .. .. .... .. .. 
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Fund Rese rve ........... .. .... . 

76 .87 
8.63 

541 .87 $ 627.37 

Collecto rs Club Fund Reserve .... ............... . .. .. ...... .. ........ .. 

Surplus ..... ............. . ..... .. .... ............... ... .. ...... ..... ... ........ .. ....... ... . . 

9,432.90 
6,895.73 

350.00 
1,770.98 

252.77 18,702.38 

119,764.80 

$ 139,094.55 

MARSHALL GRANGER & COMPANY 
Members American Institute of Accou ntants 

Certified Public Accountants 
Lincoln Bu ilding , New York 17, N . Y. 
SCHEDULE'D MEETINGS 

July - August 

SUMMER RECESS 

September 15th 

"Philatelic Myste ry"-a panel show. 
President Joh n J. Britt wi shes to inform the 

members that fo r the first time in the Col­

lec to rs Club's 58 -year o ld hi story, our mem­

bership has passed the 1,200 mark on June 1, 

1954. 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
LIBRARY SURVEY 

(Continued from P age 184. ) 
The 

Collectors Club 
Inc. 

22 East 35 th St., New York 16, N. Y. 

OFFICERS 
JOH N J. BR l TT ------------------------------------ _________________ President 
WILLIAM R. RA ' KI N ________________________________ Vice President 

H ARRISON D. S. HAVERBE CK ---------------- ________ Secretary 
EDW IN E. ELK INS ______________________________________________ Treasurer 

GOVERNORS 
SIDNEY I'. BARRETT JACOB S. GLASER 
WINTHROP S. BOGGS J ULI AN G ROS 
RI CHARD S. BOHN H. D. S. HAVERBECK 
JOH N J. BRITT OSCA R R. LICHTENSTEIN 
GEORGE CAM ITZER WILLIAM R. RANKIN 
MRS. JOHN D. DALE STEPHEN G. RI CH 
EDW IN E. ELKINS GEO RGE B. WRAY 

LT. GEN. CO RNELIUS W. WICKERSHA 1 

TRUSTEES 
RI CHA RD S. BOHN EDWIN E. ELKINS 

OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEIN 
plans for gifts of money and material for 
philatelis ts as memorials to individuals". 

Those members who have re ad down to 
this point, may now ask themselve : "Wh at 
can I do?" The Survey has th ese R ecom­
mend ations on w hich you can make a good 
star t: 

"r. Th at users of th e lib ra ry be en­
couraged to recommend additions (ei ther by 
purchase or g ift ) to the collection. These 
recommendations should be fo rw a rd ed to the 
Librarian. 

" 2 . That th e librarian, at periodic inter­
vals, forwa rd recommend ations from users 
and from the library st aff, for additions 
( purchase or gif t ) to th e collection." 

The other problems show n in this Survey 
must await a future ac tion by the Officers 
and Governors of the Collectors Club. A 
2 32 THE COLL
plan mu st be devised to solicit funds for an 
adeq uate operation of the Library. Then 
all those who ag ree th at philately will never 
have a front r ank wi th out a good, working 
libr a ry in Ame r ica will have to t ake an 
active interest in th e support of thi s idea. 
It cannot depend upon a few. l\llany more 
must participate. The New Yorker can not 
be expected to provide a service for non­
N ew York philatelists. 

There is littl e good in boasting th at here 
a t 22 East 35 th St reet, r ew York, N. Y. is 
one of th e greatest phila telic libraries in the 
wo rld . Of what use is it to you, either in 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco or any 
other part of th e U nited States? If the 
knowledge r eco rded in ou r philatelic litera­
ture is of any inte res t to you, th en you must 
cooperate to have a proper phil atelic libra ry 
of use and service to you. 
ECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXXIII, NO. 4 



Order it Now­

Y our 1955 Scott Catalogue 
(Volume II will be out first!) 

Vol. 11 , Standard Catalogue (Europe, 
Asia, Africa ), out in Sept. $5.00 

Vol. I, Standard Catalogue (U. S. , 
British Commonwealth & Ameri­
can Nations ), out in Oct. $4.00 

Combined Edition, Standard Cata­
logue (Vols . I & 11 bound to-
gether) , out in Nov . .... .... $8.00 

Scott' s U. S. Specialized Catalogue, 
out in Nov .. ... ... ... .. .... ..... . $3 .50 

Orde r today from your dea le r. 

Scott Publications, Inc. 
580 Fifth Avenue, New York 36 
T

I've just acquired, and am now distributing, a large collection of in­
teresting material for the SPECIALISTS. This augments my regular stock of 
fine old U. S. and foreign, including covers. 

PROO·FS A very pretty ar ray , including many 19th century FRANCE, st rong in ARGEN-
TI NA (genuine proofs, not the fakes ), HONDURAS, PARAGUAY , PERU revenues , 

SALVADOR and URUGUAY, plus French and Middle Congo and Czechoslovakia . 

ESSAYS A tew Latin items, Argentina, Pa raguay and Uru guay. 

SPECIMENS A gorgeous lot of British Empire, 1933-43, including Aden 1-12, Fal k-
lands 65-95, Trans jo rdan 185-198 and many other commemorative sets. Al so many 

SPECIME NS from a WATERLOW sa mpl e book , a wide range of the world inc lud ing Be lgium, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mozambique Co., New Zealand , North Borneo, Nyassa , Po rtugal & Colo­
n ies, Uruguay, among o thers. 

Just in is a tremendous stock of Chilean POSTAL STATIONERY 
ENTIRES. Drop me a few lines today about your specialty. Chances are 
fine I have something of interest for YOU. 

RICHARD N. CON'E 

606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A . 
HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIll, NO. 4 v 
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SANABRIA 

CATALOC 

Well over 500 pages of valuable authoritative information (most of it not 
to be found in any other publication ) on Air Stamps , including Semi­
Officials, Errors and Varieties, Air Post Stationery, Proofs and Essays, First 
Day Covers , etc. Prices based on expert knowledge of World Market and 
one of the finest stocks. 

ss.oo 
post free 

Including free 

subscript ion to 

coming supplements 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO. I NC. 
A. Medawar, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 
FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

• We have been conducting sales for over 27 years and our effi ­
cient, up to date . PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists . 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 
advice , backed by over 27 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections. Ac­
cumulations. Rarities. etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc" 
2 West 46th Street 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

A Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. · 4 



THE 

OF 

BRITISH EMPIRE 
POSTAGE STAMPS 

Ed ited by 

ROBSON LOW E 

The Vade-Mecum for both specialist and gen­
eral collector - gives postal histor y and rates, 
handstruck stamps, essays, proofs, "SPECI­
MEN", blocks, covers, varieties, s ize of sheets, 
cancelJations, u sed abroads, forgeries, bibliogra­
phy - doubles the user 's pleasure in hi s hobby. 

VOLUME I 

Great Britain & Europe 
450 pages 

$ 6 , postage 1 5c. 

VOLUME II 

Africa 
456 pages 

$ 3 , postage 1 Sc. 

VOLUME III 

Asia 
576 pages 

$6, postage 1 5c. 

VOLUME IV 

Australas ia 
Thi s volum e is now being written - the 
primitive classic issu es being presented in a 
form which will g reatly facilitate the study 
of t hese fa scinating stamps. The enormou s 
scope for the specialist and the postal hi storian 
will provide many thousands of hours' pleasure 
f or each r eader . Price a nd Publication Date 
to b e a nn ounced later. 

ROBSON LOWE, Ltd. 
Head Office: 

50 PALL MALL 

LO DON, S.W.l 

Cables: "Stamps, London" 

Agent in N. America: 

R. W. LYMAN' 
60 Markland Street, 

Hamilton , Ontario 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELI ST, VOL. XXX III , N
THE HOUSE OF 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
EXCLUSI VELY 

Mint + 
Sets + 

Used + Single Stamps 
Min iature Sheets and 
Collections. 

WRITE for our 1954 Cata log 

Thi s comprehensive price list of standard cata­
log stamps of the World pertaining to AIR 
MAIL STAMPS, AIR RATES & AVIATION 
TOPICS is an IDEAL GUIDE and CHECK LIST 
for Collectors. 

50c Deductible f rom 
First $ 5 Order 

Our Prices a re right. Our stock is about 85 % 
complete. We buy & Sell Quality Air Stamps. 

Member: A. S. D. A., C. C. of N . Y., P. T. S. 
Ltd. and all leading U . S. Philatelic Societies 

NORMANDY STAMP STUDIO, Inc. 
1205 1 Ve ntura Place, St ud io City, Cal. 

Box 1 111 
MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
edited by Edwin Muelle r 

Contains a wealth of information 
concerning foreign stamps, includ ­
ing the important series 

European Classics 
featuring in alphabet ical order the 
postal stamps, postal stationery and 
postmarks of the countries of Europe 
( last country published : Finland ) 

Sa mple copy 1 Oc 

Specifi c back numbers 
25c each 

FROM 

Room 730, 522 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 36, N. Y. 
O. 4 VII 
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1889 
Louis Juliard ( t 1940) opens one of 
the first stamp shops in Europe. 

1900 

he introduces the first regular stamp 
auctions in Belgium. 

1920 

enter the business as associate 
(Louis Juliard & Son ) 

1954 
65th Anniversary of the foundation 

of one of the most reliable 

stamp businesses. 

Alex S~ J uH.aird 
"Classics of fluality" 

" GREE N ACRES," NARB ERTH , PA. 
V III THE COLL
COLLECTORS CLUB HANDBOOKS 

French Morocco, 1943-4 Tour Hassan 
Issues .... .... .................... .. ..... .... ..... $1.50 

Confederate States of America, 2 c. 
Green . ... .... ... ......... ... .. ....... .... .. .. .... $1.00 

Tibet, The Stamps and Postal History $2.00 

Nepal , The Postage Stamps ... .. ..... .... $1.50 

Cumulative Index, 1922-1951 Col-
lectors Club Philatelist ... .... ........... $1.50 

Bra:z:il , Bull's Eye Centennial 1843-
1943 .... .... ....... ..... ... .... .. ........ . ...... $2.00 

Greece , Kohl Handbook Translations 
( Parts l , 2 and 4 only ) ... ..... $2 .00 each 

Please remit to : 

Collectors Club 

22 East 35 Straet 

New York 16, N. Y. 
Offer these to us-Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

small co llect ions to an accumu­

la t ion of one of the oldest 

U. S. A. Dealers. Outr ight cash 

purchase or, if desired, Auction. 

Get more for your stamps! 

Write us today . 

Ask for free copy of our 

Auction Catalogue! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7-3830 
E

SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

.J[uct.ion safes held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 4 
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B.N.A. Catalog 
a complete 44-page ill ustrated list­
ing of Canada, British Columbia, 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia , Prince Edward Island 

including 

mint and used Blocks , Plate Blocks , 
Officials, Postal Stationery, Reve­
nues and I mperforates. 

PRICE 10c 
(Refundable on a $2.00 order ) 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 
strong in B.N.A. 

Illus trated ca talog sent on request. 

J N SISSONS 59 WELLINGTON W , 
• • TORONTO, CANADA. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXX l!I , 
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. l(elleher 
7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. 
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

Many, many more inter esling items 
. in stock 

What do you need? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

ASDA- Colkctors Club 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. 
Specialization 
If you are intensively speciali zed in the 

early stamps of any country except 
United States, it will probably pay to ge t 
in touch with me. If I do not have ma ­
terial of immediate interest to you in my 
stock, I will make a determined effort to 
locate some thing for you. Th is applies 
to all specialized areas such as proofs, 
" used-abroads" m ixed frank ings, covers, 
etc. I have exceptional connect ions in 
this country, England, France, Germany, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Spain and Switzer­
land . 

An A gen t for Messrs . R obson Lowe 
Ltd ., of L ondon, England, for 

Canada, the United States and 
th e European Continent . 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
90 Markland Street 

HAMILTON, ONTARIO, CANADA 
A. S. D. A., C. S. D. A., A. P . S. 

Collectors Club of New York 
NO. 4 IX 



TIBET 
Scott Nos. Price 

6 & 7 Used on covers ............ .. ...... $50.00 

13 - 17 In unused complete sheets of 
12 ( 5 sheets) ...... ................... ... 20.00 

13-17 Unused singles ( 5 values) .... 2 .00 

13-17 Used singles (5 values ) ...... 2.50 

17 On original cover, " Lhasa" 
postmark . ..... .. ....... ......... .. ... .. ... .. 2.00 

1 5 or 16 or 17 on cover, 
" SH I GA TSE" postmark .. ...... Each 2 .00 

ALL GUARANTEED GENUINE. 

Postage extra . Prices in U. S. Dollars 

Payment acceptable by personal cheques. 

W e specialise in the stamps of I ndia, Indian 
States, Nepal and Tibet. Want lists receive 
prompt a nd carefu l attention. 

B. L. DHAUN & SONS 
(Member s : P . T. S . LONDON ) 

DESRAJ STREET, PATIALA. ( INDIA) 
x THE COLLE
FOR 

Clatuiic 
!JM~ 
WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLU DES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Wi 11 Be A ppreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue , Floral Park, N. Y. 
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Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 

NEW ADDITION 
The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
by Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

An 8-Page Reprint on 

"The Further Discoveries" as Published in 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Vol. XXXIII, No. 2 (March, 1954) 

HAS BEEN ADDED 

The Tibet Handbook 11 Now Being Sold 

With Thi1 Supplement 

A1 One Unit 

of 

61 pages . • • 141 Illustrations • • • Price $2.00 

These Back l11un are nailable at the followin1 prices: 
From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2.00 per copy 
From 1 941 to date 1 .25 per copy 

v (19261 Oct. Vol. xx (1941 I All issues 
VIII (19291 Vol. XXI (19421 All issues Apr., Oct. 

x ( 1931) Jan., Apr., Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 I Jan. I, II; Apr. I, 
XI (19321 Oct. 11; Jly.; Oct. I, II 

XII (19331 All Issues Vol. XXlll ( 19441 Jan. I, II; Jly.; 
XIII (1934) Apr., Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
XIV (1935) All issues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 I All issues 

XXVI (19361 All issues Vol.· xxv ( 1946) All issues 
XVII (1937) All Issues Vol. XXVI ( 194 7 I All Issues 

XVIII (19381 Jan. Vol. XXVll ( 1948 I All iuues 
XIX (1940) Oct. Vol. XXVlll ( 1949) Jan., Apr., Oct. 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-54) All luues 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 



Philately, as a hobby, has a 
lot to contend with in the 
Summer. 
There are vacations abroad, 
the sea around us, baseball, 
tennis, fishing, golf - and 
humidity! 
So for two months we bow 
to Summer pursuits and 
laziness. 

But come the Fall, we will be back with a host 
of great collections that will have you getting out 
your albums, eager to add to and improve your 
present holdings. 
That's why for the time being we wish everyone 
a pleasant· Summer and an enjoyable vacation. We 
hope to see and hear from you when our New 
Season starts on 1 September 20th. 

Our offices, incidentally, will be open throughout 
the Summer. 

• 
H. R. HARMER9 Ine. 

International Stamp Auctioneers 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 

NEW YORK • LONDON • SYDNEY 




