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King>s Norton Mint Collection History

Most coin collectors are familiar with the activities of the British Royal
Mint. They are usually less aware of the important role in supplying the
world with currency played by the country’s second city and industrial
heart, Birmingham. It has always been a place where private mints
thrived. In the early days these tended to be secretive back street
operations where to put it politely they produced coins of an unofficial
nature. In effect Birmingham acted as the forging capital of the world.
Later these undoubted skills were put to more legitimate use with the
formation of private mints run by individuals of great integrity. This
ability to inspire trust allowed them to attract commissions from their
own and foreign Governments. Between 1790 and 1849 the Boulton
family operated the Soho Mint. Immediately after its closure Ralph
Heaton and his sons took over the mantle of running a mint which later
took the title of the Birmingham Mint. In 1860 James Watt & Co.
established a mint which coined on and off for the next twenty years.
This firm was hardly newcomers to the trade since they were formerly
known as Boulton & Watt before they lost the right to use the Boulton
name. For the past two centuries these Birmingham firms have exported
mints, minting expertise, coins and blanks. By this accomplishment they
have succeeded in making a substantial contribution to oiling the wheels

of the world’s commerce.

Just prior to the First World War a new company entered the fray, the
Kings Norton Metal Company. In 1912 they were awarded a contract to
supply the Royal Mint with bronze blanks, effectively breaking a
monopoly previously held for many years by the Birmingham Mint. A
coinage order quickly followed and in 1914 they struck a coinage for
British West Africa bearing a K mintmark for Kynoch, the place of
manufacture. The future of the Company was bright as they joined the
Birmingham Mint in the sharing of Royal Mint contracts. These coins
would bear the more familiar KN mintmark for Kings Norton. Mention
should be made of a few exceptions to this rule. Although the Birming-
ham and Kings Norton Mint were rivals they were friendly rivals and at
times shared contracts. Taking the coins of Sarawak as an example the
Birmingham Mint dies were dispatched across the city and the coins
even though carrying the famous H mintmark were struck at Kings

Norton.

In 1926 the Kings Norton Metal Company became part of Imperial
Chemical Industries (ICI) and in 1962 was reorganized as part of
Imperial Metal Industries Limited (IMI). Two years later a consortium
was formed of the Royal Mint, Birmingham Mint and Kings Norton
Mint to bid for coining work. This partnership operated well for a
number of years until difficult market conditions rendered it apart. With
coinage contracts difficult to find the three firms went their independent
ways. In 1992 this culminated in IMI making a hostile takeover of the
Mint Birmingham Ltd. In terms of minting capacity this was a reverse
takeover with the smaller mint taking charge of the larger mint. As a
result of this change IMI closed their own minting facility.

Over the years between 1914 and 1991 the Kings Norton Mint struck

Sllsyll § daasal) do =l 435IV Al | sl ko

Algerian Dinar 1964
PCGS SP64-65

Certificate No.

81336071

Virie the amlbmmtity

This is one of several rare King>s Norton Mint Collection coins I have listed this

week. Mintage figures for these specimen/proof coins was not released, but
typically there are less than 10 examples known, with many being only 3-5

examples known.

coinages for at least 89 countries ranging alphabetically from Algeria to
Zimbabwe. In a geographical sense they exported coins to six of the
seven continents only missing out on Antarctica. One suspects that here
they were deterred not so much by the icy wastes, since they counted

Iceland amongst their clients, but rather by the lack of population!

Like many mints in the world the Kings Norton Mint had a habit of
keeping a few examples of each coinage they struck as part of their
records. In 2005, prior to the disposal of the IMI Archive Collection, I
had the pleasure of being asked by IMI to arrange their collection and to
separate and value two specimens of each coin intended for Birmingham
Museum & Art Gallery. For a week I was like the proverbial child in a
sweet shop as I spent a fascinating time ensconced in a large IMI strong
room discovering small packets of coins in various cupboards and a
large safe. I am pleased to report that at the conclusion of these efforts
the coins set aside for Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery were very
generously gifted to them even though they were valued at a considera-
ble five figure sum. One can obtain an excellent overview of the content
of the Archive Collection by a study of the holding gifted to Birming-
ham Museum. It contains a handful of different patterns and uniface
trial pieces but the vast majority of the coins are what I would describe
as being currency examples in choice condition where it is obvious that
special efforts had been made to include the initial pieces struck from
new polished dies. These pieces are worthy of the description of being
called SPECIMENS. I suspect that this term originated from a previous
disposal of a collection belonging to the Birmingham Mint in 1974.
These coins were only marginally inferior to a full blown proof and were
of exceptional quality with tremendous eye appeal. They required a new
term to describe them and help explain why they attracted a considera-
ble premium over a normal currency strike. So if you excuse the pun the
word SPECIMEN was coined. These Birmingham and Kings Norton
Mint SPECIMENS illustrate how something as mundane and utilitarian
as a coin can be transformed

into an object of beauty.

David Vice

Numismatic Researcher
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SEAMEN'S HOME POST MARI

B iy O

OFFICE - ALEXANDRIA PORT -

83

By Eng. Alaa . Massoud
President of Alexandria Phi
ESC Member 651

A Brief History

The earliest reference is that in 1860, there was a Scottish Mission
established in an old hospital ship from the Crimean war.

Alocal committee was formed and raised sufficient funds by 1898
to build a permanent home on the site in the Alexandria docks near
Gate no 22, Quay no 33, (Fig 1). It was turning on a religious basis by
the Scottish Presbyterian church. The earliest reference to a
permanent home is in Mattay’s handbook for Egypt and Sudan
published in 1907 (References) with an index-directory for 1910.
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Fig 1- Locations of Seamen’s Home and Union Marine Club

Index-merchant Seamen’s’ home, opposite the landing wharf
maintained by voluntary contributions of ship owners, residents,
and the Scottish mission. By some means, the institution came to
be run by the consul general and a committee, under the directory
of a Presbyterian mission.

In 1925 it is known that Mr. Dawson with a few helpers ran it. By
1937 it was run on an entirely speculate line by an ex-policeman
and his wife. The original concept was by then at a very low ebb,
although a royal naval chaplain did commit a bedroom for use as a
chapel.
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From 1938 to 1950 the honorary treasurer and secretary of the
Seamenss’ Home and merchant navy club (Fig 2), Post stamps strip
of 3 stroked (Soldiers & Sailors Institute-Alexandria 1914) — Scarce
Cancellation - still understudying due to shortage material) was
Mr. George W. Gerard O.B.E, and according to him, the only
missing private post office authorized to grant letters posted at the
Seamens’ Home Alexandria docks.

Fig 2.2 - (Soldiers & Sailors Insti- Fig 2.3 - (Soldiers & Sailors Institute-Alexandria)
tute-Alexandria) Max-cds Max2-cds
Yoy blas/ ol



In 1950 there was a determined effort by the Anglican clergy in
Alexandria to receive the work by an appeal to the mission of
Seamen. At this time, the manager of the home was Greek.

Early in 1947 the two major institutions than in Alexandria for the
welfare of merchant seamen were brought together under one
umbrella and at a general committee meeting held at the British
Consulate General, Alexandria on the 31st of January 1947 it was
decided in future the two organizations should be known as one
unit and be called the (British Merchant Navy Welfare Society
Alexandria) with its office came of the British Consulate General, or
at any of the society’s premises hereinafter. The existing bulk
under the control and management of the society are;

|- The Merchant Navy Club, formerly the Alexandria Merchant
Seamen’s Home, gate 22 Alexandria docks founded in 1881, plotted
in Fig 1.

Il - The union Club (Soldiers & Sailors Institute-Alexandria) in the
city, plotted in Fig 1.

Seamen’s Home Post Mark & Registration, earliest 1908 (Referenc-
es Peter Smith - Corrected later by author studying to be 1906) and
Latest 1955; Seamen’s Home Alexandria, known also as Merchant
Navy Club, maintained by voluntary contributions from ship
owners, residents and the Scottish mission and always opens to
the British Merchant Navy and members of the forces welcome.
Separate accommodation for officers and seamen situated within
the customs area of docks near gate 22 quay no. 33.

serve the Navy soldiers and British merchant’s ships whose active
area was the docks and the Navy Arsenal.

The opening of a mail service office within that sensitive area
indicated the future importance and the vision for investment in
the Khedival Government to facilitate the communication during
that period within the heavy trading and the very important port at
the Mediterranean Sea.

The author studying items and presentation show the FIVE
recorded postal cancellations and ONE registration cachet used at
the mentioned historical Post Office, Fig 3, also his study is
presented in chronological order for each cancellation type.

As mentioned above Seamen’s Home was on a piece of land
established at Alexandria Port by the Scottish Mission. That was to
replace the old hospital ship, which was sent following the end of
the Crimean war. This ship was situated near Gate no. 22 and Quay

no. 33.

The earliest recorded postmark/registration cachet was in 1908 as
per Peter A. S. Smith, 1999 up to 1955, this was corrected by the
author study to mark the earliest as in 1906.

Seamen’s Home post office was closed a few years after the 1952
Revolution and the ending of the Scottish Mission at Alexandria
Port. Examples of these cancellations are scarce.

Shore Facilities *ANp
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Postal facilities were provided at
the docks in Alexandria, located
inside the customs area, presuma-
bly so that personnel of ships
could post letters (and receive
them) without having to go
through formalities. The name of
the facility, Seamen’s Home,
indicates the nature of the
establishment, which provided
recreational and worship facilities.
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Five different date-stamps have
been recorded and one registra-
tion cachet and examples are
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scarce, Fig 3. The earliest is from 1906 and the latest so far
recorded is from 1955.

In later times, a post office was opened with the name Station
Maritime (1975-80), two date-stamps have been seen, one in the
UAR period, the other in the ARE period.

The nature of covers posted there suggests that the function was
different from the Seaman’s Home and that it catered to passen-
gers. Since the known dates of operation do not overlap, it could
be a matter of change of name, along with function, but documen-
tation is obviously needed. There do not seem to have been similar
facilities at other Egyptian ports. (Fig 4)

Conclusion

A study by the author heading Seamen’s Home Post Office
Alexandria - EGYPT (1906-1955) with the actual recording of using
Seamen’s Home Post Office as an official mailing service for
incoming and outgoing.

This Post Mark Office (PMO) was situated within the Customs area

of Alexandria docks Fig 1. It was a branch post office of the
Egyptian Government attached to the Seamen’s Home Building to

YoYs bola/ plyd

Fig 3 - Seamen’s Home Cancellations Types

Fig 4- Maritime Station
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IncomingfandiOutgeingyMailingiSenvice)
@yReilliCancellation))
“CoverRunningyAfitehlis)Significant

A great postal history cover (Fig 5F, 5B) joint to my exhibition study
set of Seamen’s Home Post Office Alexandria- EGYPT (1906-1955),
it represents the exact function of the mentioned post office inside
Alexandria port as incoming and outgoing mailing service in two
different dates.

The cover posted at GB through the marine route into Alexandria
Egypt and then through another trains route inside Egypt, it is
running after his colonel recipient with a long marathon as | am
going to describe:

1- The cover posted in East Bourne GB harbor (Fig 8B) in
09.03.1922 stroked over a 2 Pence King George V by a waved cds of
the issued city.

Fig 8B (Cover Marked)

2- The cover first posted to Malta by main writing with
black ink through (on the deck) of Somali hospital military ship (Fig
4F, 4B) and has not any Malta mail service striking rather than
marking.

Fig 4F, 4B (Antique Shipping Transport Shlp Somali)

3- It seems redirected on the shipping transporter Somali
into Egypt, according to information about his recipient new place
(High rank, C.M.G., D.S.0. member — Companion of the order of St.
Michael and St. George of 1818 Distinguish of Service Order), then
Somali hospital ship arrived Alexandria marine port, Fig 6.

Sblse)l § daasal] do,=ll o978V Al | aall yithall
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Fig 6 (Cover Marine Route)

4- The cover received by Alexandria cds in 27.03.1922 (Fig 8
B), then stroked by incoming Seamen’s Home cds type Il in the
same day 27.03.1922 Fig 8 B, Fig 3.

5- Then the cover redirected by blue ink writing to Port Said
through Cairo by train, that by stroked by outgoing Seamen’s
Home cds type Il in 29.03.1922, Fig 8F, also by train to Port Said city
by Alexandria cds and Alexandria/Cairo & V.V., in 29.03.1922, Fig 9,
Fig 7, Also stroked on train Cairo/Port Said T.P.O. in 29.03.1922, Fig
8B.
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Fig 8F (Cover Marked)

6- The cover was received at Port Said in 29.03.1922, Fig 8B,
then redirected with violet ink writing to Cairo, during its existing
in Port Said city.

7- The cover was issued from Port Said cds in 30.03.1922, Fig
8F, into Cairo and received by Cairo cds in 31.03.1922, Fig 8 B.

8- Finally, it was gone and received by Abbassia Barracks cds
in 31.03.1922, Fig 8 B, supposed received by his recipient colonel.

9- The important note related to the study of Seamen’s
Home postmark office after that marathon, is, the cover stroked
twice in days of 27 and 29 of March 1922 by Type Il cds (Cancel date
stamp), which represents an excellent example of the main
function of that historic post office as incoming and outgoing
mailing service.
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Fig 9 (The Railway Ancient System of Egypt)

Cover cancellations

East Bourne cds (Out) 09.03.1922

Alexandria cds (In) 27.03.1922

Alexandria seamen’s Home type Il cds (In) 27.03.1922
Alexandria seamen’s Home type Il cds (Out) 29.03.1922
Alexandria cds (Out) 29.03.1922

Alexandria /Cairo & V.V. cds (Out) 29.03.1922
Cairo/Port said T.P.O. cds (Going) 29.03.1922

Port Said cds (In) 29.03.1922

Port Said cds (Out) 30.03.1922

Cairo cds (In) 31.03.1922

Abbassia Barracks cds (In) 31.03.1922

2pnD, I o s Lo s

Hoping my article meets your interest in postal history attractive
covers and main subject.

References:

1- EGYPT Stamps & Postal History; Peter A. S. Smith, 1999.
2- British Empire Campaigns & Occupations in the Near East
1914-24 John Firebrace.

3- Mattay’s handbook for Egypt and Sudan, Published in
1907.
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Alexandria Philatelic Society 43 8SuL ) &gl gh 31 98 dman
Identified No. 1386/2001 2001/1386 pd b ygudial

Mganay s Y 5 gl s auan 4 sl Agalll 1 dman) Cilaa
Objectives of the Society: To develop the hobby in all its aspects and to raise its lovers.

Board of Directors

Eng. Alaa M. Massoud (Chairman)

Eng. Mostafa Gahin (Treasurer)

Mr. Mahmoud Abdel Aziz (General Secretary)
Dr. Ahmed Zaki (Member)

Mr. Ahmed Raouf (Member)
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Address: Front of 27 EL Siouf St. — EL Siouf EL Baharya — Alexandria — P.O. Box 95 Smouha +201021721173
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- A brief introduction to Egyptian coins & currency by Peter Watson
- Ottoman Empire Coins 1839-1918 by Kaan Uslu (1st edition)
- Ottoman Empire Coins 1687-1838 by Kaan Uslu
- Islamic Coins by L.A. Mayer
- A numismatic journey through Egyptian history by Gamal Aamer
- A numismatic history of The Birmingham Mint by ] Sweeny
- Coins of the Urturki Turkmans by Stanley Poole
- Catalogue of oriental coins in
the British Museum
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- The 1933 double eagle by Sothe-
by’s & Stacks
- Double eagle by Alison Frankel
(2nd Edition)
- Baldwins of St James catalogue
of Auction 14 (Egyptian 1920
20pia)
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- Money, land & trade, an economic history of the Muslim Mediterra-
nean
- Modern copper coins of the Muhammadan states of Turkey, Persia,
Egypt, Afghanistan, Morocco,
Tripoli & Tunis
- Catalogueof the collection of
Arabic coins preserved in the
Khedevi library at Cairo
- Catalogue des monnaies turco-
manes
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- ANA Grading standards
By Ken Bressett & Q. David
Bowers (7th Edition)
- ANA Grading standards
By Ken Bressett & Q. David
Bowers (6th Edition)
- NGC Grading guide for
modern US Coins
- PCGS The official guide to
coin grading & counterfeit detection (1st Edition)
- PCGS The official guide to coin grading & counterfeit detec-
tion (2nd Edition)
- Grading coins today, an official ANA course by Don Bonser
- Grading mint state US coins, an ANA official course by J.P.
Martin

coins by Roger Dewardt Lane
- Coinage of Egypt used in Palestine 1909-1920 by Ben Adams
- Catalogue of modern world coins 1850-1964 by R S Yeoman
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- Standard catalogue of world
coins by Chet Krause (editions
from 1996-2018)

- Encyclopaedia of small silver
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- The Denver Mint: 100 years of gangsters, gold & ghosts by
Lisa Turner
- Coinage & conflict by Henry Pollak
- Coins of the holocaust
- Fascinating facts, mysteries and myths about US coins
- 100 greatest US coins, 2nd edition

- Introduction to numismatics, an ANA course
- Helpful hints for enjoying coin collecting by Bill Fivaz
- Coin collecting for dummies by Neil Berman (2nd edition)
- The complete illustrated guide to coin collecting
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- Coin chemistry including preservation & cleaning by Weimar
White (3rd edition)
- Coin preservation by R S Yeoman

roMasl mole Blogll dewd 8 LS
- One coin is never enough: Why and how we collect
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- The complete companion to world coins presentation
- ANA exhibitor information, scoring and rules
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- The Numismatist
- The Australian Numismatic journal
- The South Australian Numismatist
- The Shekel
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- Grading coins by photographs by Q. David Bowers (2nd
edition)

- Photograde (official photographic grading guide for US
coins)- by James Ruddy, 19th edition
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- Detecting altered & counterfeit US coins by JP Martin
- United States gold counterfeit detection guide by Bill Fivaz
- Counterfeit detection guide by Bill Fivaz
- Numismatic forgery by Charles Larson
- The official guide to detecting altered and counterfeit US coins
& currency by Marc Hudgeons (7th edition)
- US minting errors & varieties by James Wiles
- Artificial vs Natural toning of Morgan & Peace dollars
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- Numismatic Photography by Mark Goodman (2nd edition)
- ANA Course: Digital numismatic photography for collectors 4
by Robert Kelley & Douglas Mudd :
- Digital Phototips for coins
- Numismatic photography by Il Numismatico
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- Coins questions & answers by Clifford Mishler
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- Pleasure & profit: 100 lessons for building and selling a collec-
tion of rare coins by Robert Shippee
- Profitable coin collecting by Q David Bowers
- High profits from rare coin investment
- Common sense coin investment
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- The cherry picker’s guide to rare die varieties by Bill Fivaz
- The modern Minting process by James Wiles
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