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Fieldpost Cancellations of the Polish 2nd Corps 
by Victo-r Hermanowski 

Today with the din of war activity 
quieted and the world back to normal, 
the mystery of the Fieldpost oHices lo­
cations of the Polish 2nd Corps can be 
revealed. Before unravelling this• mys­
tery however, we must know a bit of 
the 2nd Corps history, 

On the strength of the General Si­
korski-,Stalin agreement of July-Aug­
ust 19·41, a Polish Army was formed 
in the Soviet Union under the le·ader­
ship of General Wlaydslaw Anders. In 
April, and finally in Augus,t 1942, the 
Polish Army left the .Soviet Union for 
Persia and Iraq - PAIFORCE. This 
name was derived from ''Pers•lan and 
Iraq Force" (P-A-I-FOR.OE). Here the 
Polish Army adopted the name "Polish 
Army in the East,.'' and later, after Its 
reorganization it was formed into the 
"Polish 2.nd Corps." 

J.n the Soviet Union, Polish soldiers 
used the Russian postal facilities­
civilian mail at first, and fleldpost 
mail later. Upon the ending of their 
stay here, Polls•h Army units formed 
their own fieldpost offices. These post 
offices however, did not - use Polish 
cancellations. They performed the 
function of mediating between Polish 
soldiers and -Soviet fieldpost offices m 
facilitating the receiving and sending 
of mail. 

From May 15, 194i2l, the Main Field­
post Office-which hand,Ied a small 
amount of correspondence, excluding 
that sent out by its ciwn courier-be­
gan to utse Polish cahceUatlons·. The 

Illustration 1 

cancellation was engraved by hand. It 
read: "D-T\1110 POL . .SIL. ZBR. w Z. 
S. R. R. 1/(}I.;OWNA POOZTA POL­
OWA." The date on the cancellation 
was wri-tten in. (Illustrntion 1). 

After the evacuation from the Soviet 
Union, there was a n eed of a fieldpost 
service for the Polish Forces. Immed­
iately, post offices were formed. These 
post offices and their cancellations 
were numbered from 1011 to 14-1. In this 
series however, the cancellations· 105, 
107, 108, 110, 134, 13-6, and 138 were 
never In use. On the other hand, as 
wlli be seen later,. some post o1lfices 
had several types of cancellations with 
the same number. It should be added 
here that the Polish Forces also used 
all British Fieldpost facilities. 

The many drnferent types of cancel­
lations are due to the fact that the 
Polish ind Corps was located in sever-



POLISH PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
(In English) 

Bert Powell 

With the advent of the Polonus 
P,hilate:ic Soc:ety 0f / Ghi.cago,. Polish 
philately in this, country not only 
gained a new im,pe,tlls, but attracted 
many nevi devotee's to the ho:bby as 
well. As is but natural, wheri .a s-ec­
tional group is formed in s,tamp col­
lecti ng, new information comes to light 
and ph ilatelic aiticles and \vorks on 
that particular branch of the hOib,by 
began to appear, as a matter o,f course. 

There has always ·been a keen in­
terest in the stamps of Poland by • 
ma,ny, and now there is a definite 
trend towards interest in Polish phi­
latelic literature as, wen. Generally 
speaking, Polish philatelic literature 
enthusiasts are agreed that there is 
a very definite need for a Polish hand­
book written in the English language. 
The famed Polish handbook titled Ik­
aros is• of course, kno·wn to every Po­
lish specialist worthy of the name. 
Since Ikaros is- written in Polish, the 
need for translation arises when the 
student who cannot read Polish, has, 
,recoursie 1:lo it. T:Wo otheir flaotors, 
working to the disad,vantage of the 
non-Polish speaking and reading col­
lector, also enter into consideration. 
The element of ,scarcity is the first 
drawback. At best, it is extremely 
dou:btful if mo•re than fifteen or twe,,­
ty copies of the Ikaros· Han&book ex­
ist in this country. Certainly, the num­
ber of copies· in Europe too, must have 
beecr, dras,tically reduced du ring the 
temporary regime of the naz·i's. The 
other ' factor which -must be consid­
ered is that of the time of publica­
tion. Ikaros• was publi-shed in 193,5 , and 
much has happened in Poli,sh philately 
since then. 

It is extremely douhtful if there will 
'be a reprinting of the Ikaros handbook 
in anything like the immediate future. 

It was• therefore, felt by this writer, 
that •a compilation of some of the 
known philatelic works in English on 
the Stamps of Poland would be of in­
terest to the student. This limited 
series of articles will concern itself 
chiefly with thos-e works published in 
this country and England in the Eng­
lish language,. and mainly in book 
form. Of necessity, ther·e will be sev­
eral exceptions, these being long con­
tinued series of magazine articles. The 
proposed scope of this short series of 

reviews does not plan to include EV­
ERY known philatelic magazine ·, ar­
ticle on the stamps of Poland. The 
main purpose will b e to make .k_nown 
some of the more important, larger 
worl<S only. '.rhus, _ it . is felt that two 
purposes will be accomplished. First 
of .all, a starting paint will be achieved 
which may be • corrnctecl or added :· to, 
at a later elate. Se c,ondly, by publi­
cizing thes·e various works, the· 8tu­
dent will know just what to look for, 
should the opportunity present itJseif 
to him, to obtain some of this mater­
ial. 

Although, most of the short artier~ 
on Pol ish philately wh ich appear:,. in 

, the general phil a telic press are sooner 
or later reprinted in the Bulletin, rtev­
erthel es,s the reader is u rged to take 
careful note of them for later use or 
for reference purpcs es. It w ou ld be a 
wise plan for our Ji,brarian to obtain 
a n assistant to whom this im-porta nf 
worl, for the Polish philatelic record, 
co uld >'::i e delegated to . 

A compilation of such art icles should 
be made NOW, and it is sugge,sted 
that this compilation 1be care.fully 
cross indexed by title, a u thor,. name 
of publication in wliich the article 
appeared and -similar pertinent data, 
S1ome interested individual (o:· team, 
since Polonus has such success with 
teams) can certainly perform an out­
standing service to Polish Philately 
and to Polonus by of,fering to under- . 
take this very inte,resting and impor­
tant wo,rk. The reason a t eam w:c1;s 
mentioned was due to the fact that 
we already have ample proof of how 
well such partnerships work in Pol­
onus. E'Very Polonus mem:ber will im­
mediately think of the important worl< 
on the Krako,w s.tam,ps being don~ by 
members Wolos,owick and Gapinsl<i 
and the service rendered Polish col­
lec tors by .Steczynski and Do-mar on 
the Wa11saw locals, It is possible, 
therefore, that two entirely n ew mem­
bers may ar-ise to form a partnership 
to ' compile A-LL tJhe known published 
articles, works pamphlet and similar 
data on Polish Philately, Who wI!l 
volunteer to unde•rtake this important 
work? 

M, and when s-uch a compilation is 
ever made, we suggest that a copy of 
this important work sho,uld not only 
be on file with the Polonus Librarian, 
but copies should also ,be ·placed .Jn 
file with the Collectors Club Ltbrar~ 
ian· of New York and with the curator ·· 



of the P. R. C. U. Museum a nd Ar­
chives, here ·i•n Chic.ago. Thus, a rec­
ord of Po1onus accom11li~•hm ent wou ld 
be p reserved for posterity in the prop­
e.r place,s for such data . 

/Meanwhile, for a b egiJmi ng, look for 
.the first installment of this series in 
th e Bulletin a t an early date. The 
au thor makes no cla ims for co.mplete­
nes,s but the fact remains, that this 
will be a start which it is· hoped will 
r esult in f inding volunteers to con­
tinue thi's very important worl{ for 
the Polish Philatelic record h ere , a nd 
'poss ibly .... in w·arsa w , as well. 

PC-LISH UNDERGROUND STAMPS* 

by Chester J. Mikucki 

' In the fight with the Nazi occupants , 
the Pohs,h nation used all t ypes of 
m e thods to fight the enemy. One of 
these m ethods was ap,plied in the mails 
in occupied Poland and with ,stamps 
as well. This battle was carried on by 
many of the Underground Organiza­
tions. Here is a deta iled story of one 
s uch Underground Organ ization which 
fought the enemy in its own way. The 
nam e of th is organization was "Polska 
Niepodlegla." 

This organiza tion printed a clandes•- . 
tine weekly which was calle-d ".Jutro." 
The n ewsp a per was mailed in occu ­
pied Pola nd under the nose of the 
Gestapo. At the beginning counterfeit 
General Gouvernment stamps were 
used. When these stamp,s ran out the 
probl em of getting new stamps ca m e 
up. It was decided to print a single 
25 gr. stamp to deJ'ray the mail'ng and 
delivery of the newspaper . 

The illustrated stamp was iss,ued. It 
was printed on a hand press, in sheets 
of 1,5, 5 stamps in 3· ro.ws, in different 

colors : carmine, light blue, lilac, vio­
le t, and r ed-violet. T,he color of the 
stamps were ch a n ged as well as th e 
grades of paper, to confuse thC' Ges­
ta po. The staJJTips were gummed a nd 
ungummed, p er.forated and im1Jerfor­
ated . The total amount printed w,i,s 
30,0·00, but in one of the raid s quite 
a large am•ount of stamps was de­
stroyed together with the subscriibers 
list of the n ewspaper a nd the plate. 

Wuoen the newspapers were deliver­
ed, a coded agre.ement was• used by 
two mailmen whereby the pro•per par­
ties received their copies. At times 
some copies were delivered to the 
"volkde·utch" w hich caused a lot .of 
investigating on the part of the Gesta­
po. 

The above information was receiv~d 
from F . Kopro,wski, of Poland. He was 
connected with the underground,. and 
was the printer o.f these stamps as 
well as· the counterfeiter of the Gen­
eral Gouvernement is•sues. 

*Reprinted with permissio n • from 
STAMPiS. 

CORAL BOOKS 

.J ack Rux informs us that h e still 
has twn copi es ieft of t h e Stamp Sp8-
cialist Coral Book , published by H. 
Lindquist. The boo]{ covers the Postal 
Stationery of Poland a nd the Poland 
flag stamp. Price-$1. 50. 'vVrite .Jack 
Rux, 6136 Addison St., Chicago 34,. Ill. 

HO! HUM! 

by Clement A. Pulaski 

A most interes tin g evening was 
s pent w ith memiber J . Lobsenz. Mr. 
Lo,bsenz is an authority on current 
market trends and h e supplied much 
u seful information. He will be re­
membered for hi•s acquis.ition o,f the 
Buknik collection of blocks. This• 
important addition to his own hold­
ing•s, places .Jack in the unchallenged 
top position as th e foremost collector 
of blocks. He owns a large stock of 
duplicate material which is available 
to a ny interested reader. Thus runs 
from the cheri,shed # 1 on through to 
the very latest issue of New Poland. 

* * • 

Professor Mikstein's Philatelic Cor-



ner in the August 17th issue of PRZE­
KROJ is devoted entirely to sheet 
marg in markings. A sugge3ted meth­

·od of collecting a nd mounting plate 
markings is illustrated. This• is a com­
·p a:rati-ve ly infant innovation in the 
printing of stamps in Poland, and is 

·e nthusiasitically endorsed bl' the Pro­
f essor. \1/ith his endornement a nd out­
sp.olcen support. a ne.w field is opened 
for the Polish co.Jlector. 

• • • 
Now is the time to pla n a nd pre­

pare your exhibit for POLPEX. Don'i 
wait for the deadlin e. Vl'ith long win­
try nights before us, d ecide Tb-DAY 
that you will participate in this grand 
event, a,nd by so doing, keep POLON­
UIS in front. 

• • • 
Member \\,·alter Dutkiewicz comes 

forth with some inteiresting informa­
tion about his native Canada. He 
points out that in the va rious Prov­
inces there are twelve postoffices 
bearing Polish names, a s follows:-­
P olonia. Poland, Krak-, w ,. \1/a rsaw, 
Wilno. W isla, Zba1·az, .fonow, Jaro-

. slaw, T a rnopol, Snia tyn, Lemberg and 
Klecz,irnwski. This presents a grand 
opportunity to pre pare s ome interest­
ing covers and cancellation&. "Wal-

ter" s ays he wlH gla dly service su ~h 
pieces a nd s tands ready to assist fel­
low members in a ny c the·r wa,·. 

• • • 
Onl y ycs te i d ay bells all over the 

·chr:stian world ra ng out the joyful 
message ''l\1E'RRY CHRiSTMAS." Not­
withs:tanding the fact th a t the Christ­
mas holiday is centuries old, it stll1 
remains as the grandest day of -cele­
bration known to ma nlcind. Once a­
gain, a ll of us, old and young alike, 
became uns,poil ed children. We were 
genuinely thrilled over the arrival of 
Yuletide g reetings and the exchange 
of sma ll gi fts w ith fri e nds. We became 
inspired wi-th a sincere desire to share 
with others such m a terial things we 
were privileged to own. It is this, sea­
sonaible feeling of youthful innocense 
which makes our Chdstmasses truly 
happy ones. "Peace on Earth" is now 
more significant than during the war 
torn ye1ars, so w e turn with good wish­
es to our philatelic friends, in Poland, 
with a dded hope that any feeling of 
apprehension or insecurity is dispelled. 
And to you d ear r ea d er , bes t wis'l'ies . 
whether you be in K a la ma zoo, Lon­
don, or Warsaw. A Happy New Year­
with this resolution: "I will attend 
every POLO!NiUIS meeting through.out 
the year of '47. HO ! H U M! 

\ , 



al countries (Paiforce, then th e Middle 
East, and then Italy). A lso, over per­
iods of time, can cellations were chang ­
ed and again, cancellers had to be 
made up in a hu r,ry. ,· · . 

The fi rst type •kn6-wnt was the can ­
cellation of the Fieldpost of th e Ca r­
pathia n Brigade. This p ost office later 
became Main Field,post Office 101, dS 

can be seen with the addition c f th e 
word "Glowna" to "PO,C7t a P JlOW:l 
101," and of'fsetting t he centerir g ot 
this inscription. (Illus,tration 2). 

1 llustrations 2 & 3 

Later a new cancellation a ppeared 
with the inscription cent er ed properly. 
(Illus t r ation 3). 

At the same .time, a m on g th e larger 
a rmy units post off,ices· were formed. 
The names of these u nits a nd thei r 
exact location, I will not reveal a t this 
time. In the ear ly phases of the postal 
system , can cellat ions· of the same t y p e 
were used . (Illustration 4). They bore 

Illustration 4 • 

Illustration 5 

the numbers llil to 118, 12,1 to 124, and 
127 ; and will •be known as Type I. 

At other, far dista nt locations, post 
offic es u sed a d1ifferent type of can­
cellation , (illustration 5) , which will 
be known as T ype IL These a re larger 
than the pr eceding tyipe a nd ha ve the 
numbers 102, 130,. 1-3-1, 1312, a nd 141. 

Fieldpost Office 106 used its o•wn 
type of .ca ncellation- -Type HI. (lllus­
trntiort 6). 

111!,lstration 6 

At times the di st a nce between sec­
tions of the same a rmy units· nece,ssi­
tated the forming oil' a post office. 
Here arose for P ost O.f.fice 111 a n ad­
ditiona l T y pe I can cellation of lllA. 

Illustration 7 



' Again, some pos,t ' offices had too 
large an amount of mail to handle, and 
i1sed ar.othter cancellation. This oc ­
curred at Fieldpost Office 102 w h ere 
a smali'er type tha n the orig inal 'l'ype 
L~ cancellation was used. (Illustr ation 
7) . • 

Mlustration 8 

.Early .in 1944, t h e Polish 21nd Gorps 
establis,h ed a fron t in Italy . Here a 
new Main Fie.Jdp ost Office 104 . w a s 
formed, as t h e .. Main Office 10-1 re ­
main.ea in the Mid dle East location . 
'.l;'h e n ewly organ ized post office us·ed 
two different cancellations. (Ill u S'tra ­
tions· 8 and 9) . 

At t h e same time, we see n ew ca n -

Illustrat ion 9 

I llustratio-;, 10 • 

Il lustration 11 

cellaticns for li'ieldpost Office 103, 133, 
13>5. 137, and 140. (Illu s tratbn 10). 
These will be called Type I V . Besides 
these appeared a ne-w t yp e of cancel ­
lation with the date, month, and year 
in three separate, lines . (Illustration 
11) . This is Type V and wa s us•e d at 
the post offices 109, 125, 126, 128, a n ,I 
129. Somewhat s imilar are the cancel­
lation s 120 a n d 139- Type 'VI. , (Illus­
t ra tion 12), 

111 ustration 12 

Wit h a change in style of the num­
erals, a.n u nsymm e,tric layout of in ­
scriptions,. a p lain two circle caneella­
tion was used by P ost Offi.ce 119. (Il ­
lu stration 13). 

F ina lly, at Post Office 117, besides 
its origin a l Type I cancellation,' we 



n r. t e a n additional cancellation similar 
to Type IH. (Illustration 14). 

Illustration 13 

Illustration 14 

This article was especially written 
for the BULLETIN by the a uthor, 
Victor Hermanowski, who was the ed ­
itor nf the pre-•war IKAROS philatelic 
periodica ls. Its. tra nslation is by your 
editor. 

The cuts are illustrated partly thru 
the courtesy of Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz. 

BACK NOS. OF BULLETINS, SEA!,.S 
ETC. 

To those o,f you who are missing 
some back numbers of the, Polonus 
BULLETIN:S, Seals, and other Polpex 
items: 

These items are still obtaina!ble. 
Back numbe'rs of the Bulletins to No. 
3 are in stock (Oct. 1942) to current 
Issue. 

For prices - on thes·e items refer to 
Bulletin No. 431, page 5, or w:rite direct 
to Adam Kloskowski, 2,52.8 N. Drake 
Ave., Chicago 47, Ill. 

,POLPEX 1947 

Polpex 19417 , P olonus's g rea t annual 
parade of Polish stamps will be held 
Feibruary 14-15-,16, 1947, at the Ar­
chives and Museum o,f the Polish Ro­
man Catholk Union , 984 Milwaukee 
Ave., Chicago, Illinoi~. The Museum 
as usual will make every effort to 
have dis,plays of related philatelic ma­
terial on exhibit, so ther e will be 
much histo rical m a tter to augment the 
actual exhibit of sitamps. 

A number of unusual fea tures have 
a lready been promised which should 
prove of interest to the collecting fra­
ternity. On exihibit for the first time 
wlll be a complete collection of Souve­
nir Exhi'bitlon sheets of Polish Stamp 
Club!! in America. The collection of 
these historical souvenirs depicts the 
march of po,Jish philately in this coun­
try. Another Interesting exhibit will 
consist of a display of the various 
"tools" used by a modern collector i-n 
the pursuit of the hobby. P r esent plans 
call for explanatory card,s in the Eng­
lish and Polish languages explaining 
the use o-f each tool or piece of equip­
ment. It is felt that this educational 
display will appeal to many. A beau­
tiful and rare collection of brilllantly 
colored proofs w!JI also be on displaj;, 
as will too, selected pages from the 
great Larking collection which has 
recently been acquired ,by our mem­
ber, Mr. M. E . ,Steczynski. 

One of the evening,s of the show will 
be known as "Museums Donor Night" 
and all members who have any books, 
pamphlets, pictures, historical souve­
nirs or similar material concerning 
Poland may bring them up for dona­
tion to the Museum. It is only in this 
way that tihe great story of Poland 
can be told. J . Elmer Zinsmeister ed­
itor of the S. P. A. Journal promises 
to donate all of the issues which he 
can find,, which contaip arUcles on 
Polish philately. This will start a Po­
lish philately library at the Mu seum 
and all who can should help in e,very 
way possible. 

The co-operation of every single Po­
lonus member is neede<l to insure the 
s uccess of the sho,w. PJ,an your ex­
hibit NOW. If you are not -going to ex­
h ibit plan to help on e of the numerous 
committee's in some way. Contrj,bute 
in some way to ma,ke this show the 
best one yet. 

~ert Po1f.ell~Publlcity, 



UFE ft.ND WORKS OF HENRYK SIENKIEWICZ 

Henryk S'ienki-ewicz was born one 
hundred years ago on May 5, 184'6. He 
died thirty year,s ago, on November 1,5, 
1911•6; consequently th e current year 
is connected in a twofold way .with 
Si-enkiewi,cz and should be solemnly 
o bs•erved. 

Henryk ,S•ienkie·wicz was one of those 
great Poles, who have not only ren­
dered meritorious· services to their own 
nation and to Polish culture, but who 
have also contributed priceless value-s 
to the treasure chest oct' humanity, 
ther-eby making Poland's name famou.s 
throu.ghou t the world. 

At a time when Poland was· torn a­
sunder -by three .partitioning Powers 
and obliterated from the m3.1P o.f Eur­
ope, when there was no one who could 
·speak in her behalf, express· her 
thoughts and aspiratjons, Sienkiewicz, 
having achiev-ed international fame by 
his literary wor-ks, became the Polish 
nation's· Ambassador to the world. the 
voice of Poland oppres,ed, but livin,· 
and aspiring to freedom, amd as s·uch 
he was listened to by the entire world. 

By his works Sienki·e,wicz testified 
to the vitality of the Polish nation, its 
strength, its striving for freedom. By 
shCYWing in his masterpieces· the splen­
dor and power of Poland when she was 
i,ndepend.ent, he awakened in the Poles 
faith in the future and hope for the 
rebuilding of their homeland.. He ar­
oused the admiration of the entire 
world for his literary genius, and pro­
claimed before the world that Poland 
lived, that she was one 01' the nations, 
who not only fought for their free.darn, 
but also played a leading role i,n cul­
ture and in the arts, and that there­
fore independence and an honorable 
place among free peop'1e-s should be 
restor-ed to her. 

Today, when Poland has been en­
gul.fed by a ·night of bondage even 
worse than in the XIX century, the 
lesson derived from Sienkiewicz's life 
and work should be 'Jrought to the 
mind of all Pol-es to a.waken their 
hope, and to all free nations to awak­
en their conscience and sense of obli­
gation towards Poland, heroic, leading 
in culture, and so cruelly wronged. 

Henryk Sienkiewicz was born at Wola 
Okrzejska in the province of Podlasie. 
He acquired his s·eco111dary and univer­
sity education in Warsaw, studying 
first at high s chool and subsequently 
in the famous Chielf School, i.e. the 
Univer-sity of Warsaw,. which was the 

Henryk Sienkiewicz 
(Cut courtesry of NATIONAL 

POLLSH ART1S BUIJLETIN.) 

last Polish Univer,sity before the Ris­
ing of 1863 in the territories annexed 
by Ru:ssia. Its- President was the prom ­
inent Jozef Mianowski. Among !ts stu­
dents were, besi,des ,Sienkiewicz, the 
future great writers·, Boleslaw Prus 
and Alevander S1wietochowski. 

Henryk Sienki•ewi-cz was part and 
pal'.'Cel o,f the young people of that 
period, sharing their enthus!asrµ, faith 
and illusio,ns. Starting his ca.re~r as a 
writer a,nd publici-st with columns and 
chronicles in the Wa.rsav "Polish Ga­
zette." His first s-tori'es, "In Vain," 
''The Old Servant," Indicate the au­
thor's uncommon literary talent, his 
gift of observation, and an unusual 
sense of humor. These short stories 
place him at once in the fir.st rank o·f 
the writers of the period and gain him 
a wide circle of r-eaders. 

In 188'3 there began to ap;pear s-lmul ­
ta.neous1y in the Wans-aw ";S,Jowo" 
(Word) and the Cracow "Czas" 
(Times) Sienkiew!cz's historical novel 
entitled "With Fire and Sword," based 
on the Cossack wars in the reign 01f 
King John Casimir. It is impossible to 
describe the im.p-act of that novel on 
th'e mind,s· of the readers, one might 
say on the s-o ul of the Polish nation, 
for it was literally read by everybody; 
and the papers that printed it passed 



from hand to hand, awaited in every 
h ome as, good, yearned for tidings. 

'The Polish n a tio,n, tormented and ;n 
a d,dition fed for year.s with the con­
vi,ction of the h-0pelessness of its fat e 
and responsibility for its d ownfa ll, as 
it were,, recovered under the influence 
of the picture presente d to it ,by Sien­
ldewicz's· belief in its own strength, 
began to look with different eyes :>tt 
itself and into the future. 

,Sienkiewicz's litera r y •genius, re­
created the old Polish life in a thous­
a nd scenes full of movem,ent, fervor 
a nd flou r ish, It was a life of strugg le 
for the homeland, un boU'nded sacr ifice 
and r emova l of a ll obstacles, It elec­
trified the Poles, and op-ened new vis ­
tas of thought and feeling for them. 
Not only in Poland before S'ienkiewicz, 
but nowhere in the world has there 
ever been a writer of such inexhaust­
ible imagination, capable of rousing 
s uch interes,t for the events desc ribed, 
for the fate of the chara cte,rs• invented 
by hims,elf. Skrzetuski, Helena Kurce ­
wicz, P a n Wolod,yj,owski, Longinus, 
Podlbipieta, and above all the unpara l­
leled Zagloba, become for ,Sdenkiewicz's 
r ead ers characters a s close as fa mily 
amd friends. 

"With Fire and Sword" was fol­
low ed by "The Deluge," which descri•b ­
ed th'e s truggle against the swedes, 
a nd finally by "Pan Michael"; so that 
in the course of s,ix year,s u.P to 1889, 
th ere appeared altogether thirteen vol­
umes of the "Trilogy." Thes·e volumes 
pla ced Sienkiewicz at the hea d of Po­
lis h creative writing, won the hearts 
of the entire nation and brought him 
world fame. 

S•i'enkiewicz took as the su bj ec t of 
his work one o f the most difficult 
periods of Poland's history, when she 
was haras,sed fr,om a ll cor ners by in­
vad-ers. Even in t'he period called the 
''Deluge" b y Sienkiewi,cz, she was 
completely overrun by them, so that 
there was not an Inch o,f P ol ish soil 
which was free from a n invading nr­
my. King John Ca simir w as forced 
to flee from the territory of his ,State. 
But in -S/pite of this flood, in spite of 
the fact that Poland was a bnndoned 
by ever y,body, she recovered h er free­
dom, a nd expelled the enemies fr om 
h er fronti'ers. M·en appear ed, such as 
th e modest Prior Aug ustin e K ordecki , 
w ho , in that hardest misfortune, did 
not los-e faith in God amd in the na­
tion , and who by their example spur­
r ed the nation to resista nce. 

The Polish n a tion under stood per­
fectl y the leE.son g iven it by Sienkie­
wicz in his "Trig 1ogy." The great wri­
t e r played a decis•ive role in a waken­
ing the fighting s pirit in Poland, and 
to t his very day h is w ork is a source 
of enthus iasm an d t h e Polish soldier's 
favorite book. 

The people, who did not expect that 
the author would be able to turn to 
the past, with a fe eling for history and 
to carry out such a powerful compo­
siUon as the "Trilogy," w e re to be no 
les•s amazed when In 1"896 Sienkiewicz, 
ah a ndoning bo tlh the r ealm of Po1and's 
history a nd h•er contemporary life, 
s hifted h is interests to declining Rome 
and wrote a novel of the time of the 
martyrdom of t h e Christians under 
Nero,. entitled, "Quo Vadis." 

Now rea lly the entire world W 'lS 

S'eized with a m azement and admira­
tion. The "Tri1ogy" wa s known and 
admired ev ery1where, Tih a n,ks to it, 
Sienkiewicz became a great figure in 
world liter a ture. However( th.e s-ubject 
of the novel was s[])ecifically Polish, 
the le.ss-on inherent in it concerned 
Polish life atove all, N o'W Sienki,ewicz 
spoke about m aHers that h a d influ­
enced the hi s tory of all m a nkind, a­
bout a civilization from which origin­
ated the entire European culture as 
well as t ha t o:f the whole modern 
world, it touched problems compre­
h ens'ible and importa nt to everybody, 
The m as,tery with whicih he had re­
created old Poland d•id not fall him 
now, when with the help of his liter­
ary genius he reconstructed the world 
of ancient Rom e a nd Ohris•tianity, ris­
ing out of m a rtyrd om a nd sacrifice. 

Sienkiewicz became for many years 
the m ost popular a n.d wid ely read nov­
elis t of the world . Th e wonderment of 
the readers was acco mpa nied by the 
a dmiration of schol a rs, experts on an­
tiquity, who decla r ed that "Quo Vadis" 
presented a picture of Rome of hither­
to unexistin g scientific accu ra ·cy, All 
the more importa nt liter a r y ins,titu­
tions an.d leam ed academies of :he 
world , including that of St. P etersburg 
extended t heir m embership to him; 
and finally in 19,0,5 the S'Wedish Acad­
emy in S:tockh ol m bestowed the Noibel 
prize on him for "Quo Vadis," the 
hig,hest distinction that a writer may 
attain. Thus, in the ,p·erson of SienkiB­
wi-cz, it a lso p a id tribute to the nation­
al spirit of oppressed but living Po­
land. 

·Tihe Polish nation, grateful to Sien• 



kiewicz for everything that he had 
p!'es•ented to it, gives him a place 
among its great men not assig,ned bY 
any protocol, but which is foremost 
of alL At all celebrations,. such as the 
unveiling of the Mickiewicz monument 
in Warsaw he come,s first before oth­
ers. Wihen he speaks to the world, tho 
world knows that the Polis•h nation 
speak,s through him, And Sienkiewicz 
wit,h unusual talent always speaks in 
such a way that the words uttered ::,y 
him can be accepted by every Pole 
as in the famou:s• letter to Emp•eror 
Wilhelm against the persecution of 
the Poles under Prussian domination, 
or in the inquiry directed to the writ­
ers of the entire world on the same 
subject. 

"The Kni.ghts of the Cross" (1900), 
which followed ''Quo Vad-is," carries 
us back into the remote times• of Po­
land's struggle against the Teutonic 
Order. Like the Germans in the times 
of Hitler, the Knights wanted to con­
quer and destroy Poland, in order to 
establish Germany's world domination 
on its corpse. 

As in the "Trilogy" S1enkie,wicz re­
created the language of the XVII cen­
tury in the "Knights of the Cress." He 
revived the language spoken by the 
Poles in the XIVth and XVth cen­
turies. 'Nith incompara,bly •fewer sourc­
es at his disposal than to the times 
of John Casimir, he evoked from old 
chroni-c1es the p,icture of Poland. 
which crushed the Teutons at Grun­
wald with Jagiello's sword, and ren­
dered the world a servic·e as memor­
able as General E-isenhower's armies 
a year ago. 

Released by the Polish American 
Congress, Inc., Chicago , Ill. 

Sienkiewicz Postal Issue 

In Octo·ber 19'.2,8, a postage stamp 
appeared h onoring this great man. It 
was of a 15 groszy denomination, ty­
pographed on common paper, with a 
12½ perforation. Printed fn sheets of 
15·0, it was issued in 10 p·rintings: 

I and II printi,ng-ultramarine, thin­
ner paper,. yellow gum. Quantity 60,-
000,000. 

III printing-dark blue, t,hicker pa­
per, white gum. Quantity 30,471 ,000. 

IV, VI, and X printing~!ight blue, 
s1ame paper a,s III, shiny gum. Quan -
tity 95,0,34,000. 

V printing-printed from, a new plate 

in rolls . :for postal autoniats. Gum and 
paper same ~s rubove. Quantity 5,017,-
000. 

,Sheets of the I, II, and HI printing 
have ·counting numbe:·s in the le.ft 
margin. Sheets of the IV, VI to X 
printing have a margi-n 2,3 mm. wide 
between the eighth and ninth ro•ws of 
stamps, and do not have counting 
numbers. 

Total quantity of all 10 printings-
190,5:212,000. Overprints for the "Port 
Gdansk" issue were from the III print­
ing (309,000•), and VI to VIII printing 
( 4,68,000) . 

F'rom the rolls fo1· the postal auto­
mats, the last four stamps which re­
mained in the automat were invali­
dated with a cancellation o•f bars. These 
cancelled stamps are known as the 
"Sienkiewicz behind bars" oddities. 

An illustration of the Sienkiewicz 
stamp will be shown in the next BUL­
LETIN. 

~ta1,on1, ~rttting1, 

' 

From the editor and staff 



TID•BITS FROM POLONUS 

This column is devoted to the minor 
details of the membership of Polonu s 
and their doings,. 

Polonus has quite a large sick list. 
We hope and wish w see all the ill 
members get well and join in the fun 
at Polonus. 

Stamp collecting has its . ups- and 
do,wns just like all other hobbies. One 
can get a complete Ne-w Poland for 
rubout $38. 00 and then one finds out 
some information that someone go,t 
q,ulte a few sets for the sum of $10 .00. 
Why does this happen? One of the 
answers to bhis burning ques t ion is: 
the afterm,ath of the War in Europe 
has brought on these so-called shen ­
nanigans. In the opinion of the writer 
this is caused by the demand for Po­
lish material here in U. S. A. It has 
reached the ears of the writer of this 
column, that the European firms have 
representatives in Poland who buy the 
stamps thru the black market, using 
Amerl-can money as a medium of 
transactions. 

It looks like the Polonus of days 
gone, is back. You can s ee that the re 
is more interest shown in the activ­
ities of Polonus. The on ly difficulty 
is to get more of our members to take 
Po Ion us more seriously. 

'Nle letter from Prof. Mikstein sure 
brought out more me·m'bers to oui· 
meeting. Quot:ng a part of his · 1e-ttel': 
"I have heard of Polonus Philatelic 
Society but due to difficulty I could 
not con tact the officers of the So­
ci·ety." "There are many Philatelic So­
cieties in Poland,. mostly located in 
the larger cities." "I wi.sh to keep our 
contact for the good o-f Polish Phila­
tely." We wrn try to keep our prom­
ise. 

It has come to the attention of the 
writer that the auction manager needs 
more material for the Polpex Auction . 
Send your material to C. J, Mikucki, 
13,44 N. Winchester Ave., Chicago 22. 
lll. 

To make our Polpex 1947 a success 
calls for rolling up the s,leeves anrt 
pitching In with the committee. Mr. 
S. Kucharz, 2100 ·w. Cul!erton. Chi­
cago 8, Ill. is, in charge of the program 
to be printed for the show. All finan ­
cial help will be aJ)preciated. The cost 
of patron is $1. 0·0. Send your p,atron 
ads to Mr. Kucharz at t h e add,ress 
above. 

Lest we forget, let's keep up the 
habit of bringing doWlll to the meet-

ing some of our duplicates or phllatei!c 
material for the wounded yanks. The 
last appea l was accepted ,by the mem­
bers with great enthusia sm. So lets 
keep that habit, for it certainly makes 
the fellows ha ppy when they get the 
stamps. 

Every tim e we look at parts of the 
Larking collection, we find something 
ne,w. We .hope to see some of it ex­
hibited at Polpex 1,94:7_ 

The Clas,ped hand,s o.f Natzek are 
making History. We find that Czech .J­
s.Jovakia has issued a set honoring the 
event. (-Maybe the undertaker had 
something to do with it.) 

As they say in the Polish language 
' 'Do widzenia az d,o mi!ego zobaczenia" 
with this we shove off. 

TID-A-BIT-ER. 

NEW ISSUES 

A 6 zl. stamp has appeai·ed which 
shows a reproduction of ,the Crypt of 
Henry IV, The Holy Cross Church, at 
vVroclow. 

Also new is a 3 plus 12 black and 
gray stamp. New postage dues in a 
brown, p osthorn des ign a re reported 
in the values of 5, 6. 10, 15 , and 25 zl. 

The ruins of Warsa,w set is· r eport'3d 
to be a:bout exhau,sted , and a new set 
of regular postage in the making. 

A new type oJ official stam,p is 
shown, measuring 16½ mm. by 21½ 
mm. The color has, also been changed 
to a light rose instead of dark red. The 
printing is als,o not a s fine as before. 

On October l()th, three new semi­
postals were iss-uecl for Poland by the 
International Bu·reau of Education in 
S'Witzerland. The stamps were printed 
at the firm of Courvolsier ,S. A., de­
signed by E. Bartlomiejczyk, on a 
white (woodless content) paper, ,perf. 
11½. 

The 3 plus 22 zl. red brown shows 
school children with elementary ,bool{S, 
and bears the inscription "Towarzy­
stwo do Ksiag Elementarnych A. D. 
1775." 



The 6 plus 24 zl. blue with the sta­
tue of Kopernik in the courtyard of 
the Jagiellon Library, shows the date, 
above, of the founding of the Jagiel­
lon University "A. D. 13,6\i." 

The 11 plue 19, zl. dark green 
Grzegorz Piramo.wicz, J -esuit 
and founder of the elementary 
system in Poland,. 177 3. 

shows 
priest, 
school 

The sheets are of a 127 by 20!2 mm. 
format, of 1'2, stamps, with the in­
scription "Poczta Polska" a bove, and 
"Komisja Edukacyjna, Mied·zynarodo­
we Biuro Wychowania, B. I. E." at 
the bottom. The total prin.tin.g is to 
have been 100,000· sets, of which 25,000 
were sent to Poland. 

A souvenir sheet bearing one of 
each of the three stamp_s, was a},so 
issued. It measures 128 by 80mm., and 
Is, said to have had a total printing of 
215,000, of which only 7,000 were sent 
to Poland. The surtax on these stamps 
sold outside of Poland, was for the 
In.tern·ational Bureau o.f Edu:cat!on in 
S,wltzeirland and 1:Jhe Minis1try of Edu­
cation in Poland. Withdrawn from cir­
culation Novemiber 10, 19-46, 

Prof. S. Mi-ksteln 

Cuts courtesw STAMPS. 

BEG YOU
0

R PARDON 

In the article "Lodz Ghetto Issue•· 
which appeared In the November BUL­
DETTN, on the last page, an incom­
plete listing -of the stamps is printed. 

The com plete listing follows: 

5 pf. dark blue, on thin pa,per 
a) dark blue, on thick gray paper 
·b) brown , on glossy photographic 

paper 
c) light brown , on glossy photo­

graphic pa per 
10 pf. dark green, on thin paper 

a) -dark gray, on thick gray paper 
b) •gray, on glos,sy photographic pa­

per 
20 pf. sepia, on thin paper 

a) sepia on thick gray paper 
b) gray, on gloss,y photographic pa­

per 
c) sepia, on glossw photographic 

paper (rare) 

NE,W MEMBERS 

311 ·Edward P . Reczek,. 40-0 Canal St., 
Rom€, N. Y .. (Poland and Gen. 
foreig,n) 

3,1,2 Wm. W. Wylie, Box 253, Man­
hattan, Kansas (PoUsh Cancella­
tions) 

31·3 Walter Gajewski, 82,0 N. Paulina 
Sit. , Chicago 22, 111. (Poland and 
U.S.) 

31-4 Henry P. Jllka, 52139 W . Montana 
,st., Chicago 39, 111. (Poland and 
U. S.) 

315 Edwal'd Chmielawski Hopps, 2321i 
Lister Ave., Chioago 14, Ill. (Cov­
ers, Flag Cancellatiorns, & Slo­
gans) 
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