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Uruguay
Block of Fifteen Green
“Diligencias™

Through the courtesy of J. Santiago Rachitoff and the Soto Brothers,
established as stamp dealers in Montevideo since 1913, we are
able to give part of the history of this piece,

KNOWN AS THE FERRER BLOCK

In the 1890’s Senor Pedro N. de Soto, father of the present Senores Soto
Hermanos, was the owner of a famous general collection, specializing in the stamps
of Spain and Uruguay.

Senor de Soto, a Spanish industrialist, had commenced collecting stamps in his
boyhood days, and continued to give his time to his hobby. He was instrumental in
interesting many of his business friends in the same pursuit. One of Senor de Soto’s
great friends and fellow collectors, was Senor Hilario Beramendi, whom he had
originally interested in collecting stamps and with whom he often discussed their
common hobby.

At that time the eminent botanist, Dr. Wonner, professor of botany at the
University of Montevideo, died and in his stamp collection there was a complete sheet
of thirty-five of the 80 centavos green ‘‘Diligencias.”” The family sold some of the
pieces of this collection through a local stamp dealer (who was also a tobacconist),
and Senor de Soto acquired this sheet from this local dealer. The afternoon of that
day Senor de Soto visited his friend Senor Beramendi and showed him the sheet, and
as they had agreed to divide anything either of them found, he took a pair of scissors
and cut the sheet into two blocks—one of eighteen, the other of seventeen stamps.

Senor de Soto cut up his block of seventeen stamps into two blocks of four, and
the remaining stamps into singles which he exchanged with his philatelic friends.
The one block of four he kept in his own collection, and this was the block of the
left upper corner of-the sheet (Nos. 1, 2, 6 and 7), which contained the stamp with
the small figures “80.”” The other block went to Signor Remigio Sciarra, a famous
specialist in the stamps of Uruguay.

Senor de Soto’s collection was sold in London in 1900. When we first saw the
block it was in the collection of the former President of The Royal Philatelic Society,
London, Mr. Thomas Hall, from whom it was purchased by the great American col-
lector of the stamps of Uruguay, Mr. Charles Lathrop Pack, for £500. This block of
four is now in the collection of Mr. Roberto Hoffmann of Argentina, a specialist in the
stamps of Uruguay. y

Now, Senor Beramendi, being a more conservative gentleman, cut from his block
only single copies—one at a time, when he wanted to trade them for something else.
At the beginning of the century Senor Vicente Ferrer, a wealthy merchant of Buenos
Aires, purchas.: the remainder of this block, now reduced to fifteen, from Senor
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Beramendi for his collection. ' Several years later the firm of Stanley Gibbons opened a
branch in Buenos Aires, after our old friend Charles Phillips had made several visits
to that country. They bought the Ferrer collection, selling it to Mr. Charles Lathrop
Pack in 1910. So, Mr. Pack with the assistance of Barrett reconstructed the sheet
and proved the fact that all three values of the ‘‘Diligencias’” had been printed from
a single stone; first the 60 centavos, then the 80 centavos, and finally the 1 real, the
old value being erased each time a new value was redrawn on the stones.

In 1925 Mr. E. J. Lee of London, England, purchased the Pack collection for
$50,000. After his death the collection was sold, the reconstructed sheet was broken
up, the block of four sold for $2000, and the block of fifteen retained by Mrs. Lee,
after it had been bid up to $7100, who since then disposed of it. It now reposes in
the collection of a well known New York collector.
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The Reprints of the
New York

Postmaster’s Provisional
Stamp

By CHARLES W. BROOKS

In studying any classic such as the New York Postmaster’s stamp and its re-
prints, one comes across many items of interest.

The history of this stamp has been well covered by the late Mr. John N. Luff and
the plating definitely proven by Mr. A. Hatfield, Jr., but the true story of the reprints,
in the opinion of this writer, has yet to be told. Nor is this an attempt to tell it but,
rather, an attempt to present the information at hand in a new light. \

In his monumental work ‘“The Postage Stamps of the United States” (1902
Edition), Page 34, Mr. Luff stated regarding this stamp:

“It is not known what became of the original plate. The records of Rawdon,
Wright & Hatch and their successors, the American Bank Note Company, are silent
on this point. The original die is understood to be in the possession of the latter
company. About 1862, a new plate was made from this die for Mr. George A. Hussey
of Hussey'’s Post. He was an obliging gentleman who supplied large quantities of
locals and other stamps to the trade. When originals were not obtainable he made
good the deficiency with reprints, or, rather than disappoint his customers, had new
plates and stones made, that he might furnish the stamps required. The productions
have been called by harsh names in later years, but perhaps the critics failed to
appreciate the gentleman’s intentions. 2

Sheets from the new plate have nine stamps arranged in three rows of three.
* * * From this plate reprints were struck in black on deep blue and white papers.
* * * The stamps on the original plate are 1% mm. apart, while those on the reprint
plate are separated by 2% mm. Other impressions were struck in blue, green, red and
brown on white paper. As there were no originals in these colors these impressions
are, at best, only proofs.”

These statements are repeated practically verbatim in the 1937 revised edition
of the same work and appeared in the original articles by Mr. Luff in the American
Journal of Philately for June, 1897, et seq. )

The question has been raised as to what authority Mr. Luff had for these asser-
tions insofar as they concerned Hussey’s connection with the reprints.

In his “Introductory,” Mr. Luff stated: (Paragraph 4)

“The difficulties attending the study of the stamps of the United States are great,
especially in the case of the early issues. Of the Postmasters’ and Carriers’ stamps,
there are practically no records, either public or private. The men who issued or
handled the stamps have most of them passed away. Those who remain can recall but
little, and human memory is proverbially fallible. To find the best and most reliable
data we must turn to the earlier philatelic publications and from these sources I have
drawn freely.”

Mr. Luff also wrote a foreword, an historical note and a chapter on these reprints
for a book entitled “Some Notes on the New York Postmaster’s Provisional Five Cents,
Black, 1845’ by O. S. Hart (1911).

In the historical note, Mr. Luff wrote:

“The die was engraved by Messrs. Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, 48 Merchants Ex-
change, New York, who also made the steel plate and printed the stamps. * * * The
original die is now in the possession of the American Bank Note Co., successors to
Rawdon ,Wright & Hatch, but the plate is not known to exist. It was probably
destroved after the stamps had been replaced by the Government issue of 1847, * * *

L l;eprmts from a new plate were made about 1862. They will be described
elsewhure

In the chapter on “Reprints,” we find:

“The reprints were first made about 1862. Records have not been found to
confirm this date but it is given on the authority of leading collectors of years ago
who are known to have been careful students and investigators of such matters and
whose statements have always proved reliable. The reprints were made for George
A. Hussey of New York, proprietor of the well known Hussey’s Post and also an ex-
tensive dealer in stamps, especially of the Local Posts. He supplied the trade and
collectors with large guantities of originals, reprints and even imitations when more
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desirable things were not available. We do not know what authority Mr. Hussey had
for ordering these reprints, since the original owner of the stamps, Postmaster Robt.
H. Morris, had died in 1855. Possibly it was not considered that any authority was
needed, in view of the fact that the stamps had long been superseded by the regular
Government issues and the reprints could not be used for any purpose except to
amuse stamp collectors.

A new plate was made for the reprints. It has been said the work was done by
the American Bank Note Co. but they have denied it. The new plate contained nine
stamps, arranged in three rows of three. * * *

The reprints were usually printed in black on thin wove paper of a deep gray-blue
color. They also exist printed in black on very thin, transparent, white paper and in
four colors (green, brown, blue and vermilion) on stout white paper, usually called
bond paper. In an article by Mr. F. W. Hunter in the ‘“Metropolitan Philatelist” for
March, 1894, it is stated:

‘It will be remembered that George A. Hussey, of Hussey's Post, had the above
stamps on sale at 64 Pine Street, for $5.00 this set consisting of six stamps.” I think it
probable that this may have been so at some time but not always. In my experience
the reprint on gray-blue paper is much the commonest, while that on thin white paper
is very scarce. I do not think the reprints in colors were printed until some time
later than the other two. In the “Stamp Collector’'s Magazine” for November 1st,
1863, page 152, in “Addenda to Mount Brown’s Catalogue of Postage Stamps” we find:

‘New York Post Office, large rect.

This stamp, well known to collectors by the designation of ‘big-head,” was
formerly supposed to be a government issue, but is now ascertained to prove one
of Mr. Hussey’s legions of postal offsprings. Having been exceedingly rare for
some time, it now makes appearance both on white and blue paper.’

This seems to point to the reprints on white and blue paper but says nothing of
colored impressions. It also touches on Mr. Hussey’s connection with the stamps and
may be accepted as some confirmation of the date 1862 for the reprints. * * *”

In the above mentioned article in the Metropolitan Philatelist for March, 1894,
Mr. F. W. Hunter said (Page 221):

“Type No. I, or First Transfer

* * * The varieties of the above type are all due to engravers' mistakes in trans-
ferring from a matrix or mother die, which is now in possession of the American Bank
Note Company of New York City. Strange to say this company fails to have in its
archives any record of the original plate, or the second transfer of the stamps made in
1862. 1 was informed that the company was not positive that the stamps were en-
graved by Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, on hearing this statement I asked that the old
records of Ball, Causlard & Company be searched, these records also failed to reveal
any knowledge of the plate; at all events I have stated the correct engraver’'s name at
the beginning of this reference list, Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, of No. 48 Merchants
Exchange, New York City.”

also (Page 224):
“Type II. Second Transfer 1862,
Made for -George A. Hussey, of Hussey's Post, of 64 Pine Street, New York City.
Nine stamps to the plate, three rows of three. * * *V
and (Page 226):

“It will be remembered that George A. Hussey, of Hussey’s Post, had the above
stamps on sale at 64 Pine Street for $5 the set consisting of six stamps. The American
Bank Note Company claim that they never reprinted the 5¢ black New York in 1862
or at any other date. Upon investigation I came across quite an amusing incident in
relation to this reprint or transfer. In Volume I, page 152, of the ‘“Stamp Collector’s
Magazine” the following statement appeared in Mount Brown’s catalogue of the United
States Stamps.

‘A New York 5¢, both on black and blue paper, formerly supposed to be a
government issue, but is now ascertained to prove one of Hussey's legions of
postal offspring.’

In Volume II, page 31, of the same magazine the following letter appears: * * *»

(Here Mr. Hunter presents in full what purports to be the exact text of Mr. Hus-
sey’s letter of denial, which will be introduced subsequently. His slightly garbled
version makes Hussey appear almost poorly educated, which may have been the case,
but the original text in the Stamp Collector’s Magazine does not give the same
impression.)

Mr. Hunter did not state how far back his memory went, nor when Hussey was
supposed to have had these stamps on sale, but his memory may have been faulty.
According to Scott’s Catalogue, the stamps of Hussey’s Posts bore the address 54
Pine St. (not 64 Pine St.) only after 1872. Before that they bore the addresses of
50 William St. and 82 Broadway. By 1877 they bore the name of Robt. Easson, Prop.
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The writer has compared Mr. Luff’s quotation from the ‘“Addenda to Mount
Brown’s Catalogue of Postage Stamps’ with the original as it appeared in the Stamp
Collector’s Magazine for November 1, 1863, page 152, and finds it to be a verbatim
quotation so it is unnecessary to repeat it here. A comparison of Mr. Hunter’s direct
quotation of the same item will show some variation.

I submit that these are the not unimpeachable authorities on which Mr. Luff
based his assertions that the reprints were made for Hussey.

If we are to determine the credibility of these witnesses by the maccuracy of
some of their other statements, we may be justified in discarding their unsupported
testimony regarding Hussey’s connection with and responsibility for the reprints.

Much misinformation and lack of information regarding the United States and
its stamps appears to have been prevalent in England and on the Continent in 1863,
if one is to judge from writings in the Stamp Collector’s Magazine at that time, even
by Mount Brown himself.

The above mentioned ‘“Addenda to Mount Brown’s Catalogue of Postage Stamps
Comprising Notes, Additions, and Emendations, by C. W. Viner, A.M., PH.D.” should
be read in its entirety. A careful perusal will, in the opinion of this writer, show that
the reference to the New York Post Office stamp, listed under ‘“Labels of Private
Offices,” was to the original stamp and not to the reprints.

This opinion is borne out by the second chapter of the article commencing on
the facing page (153) of the same issue of the Stamp Collector’s Magazine by one
James Lesley, Jun., Esq., United States’ Vice-Consul at Nice, entitled ‘““A Chapter on
the United States Local Postage Stamps’” from which Mr. Luff made a liberal quota-
tion in the “Historical Notes’ of his own book. )

Mr. Luff did not, however, quote from the ‘“Second Chapter on United States’
Local Stamps’” by the same author in the December, 1863, issue of the Stamp Col-
lector’s Magazine (Page 170) in which Mr. Lesley disputed the statement appearing
in the ‘““Addenda to Mount Brown’s Catalogue” and stated, either as a result of
diplomatic training or from lack of definite information (Pages 171-2):

“The following were, I believe, issued very soon after the passage of the Act
of Congress of 1847, authorizing the Post-Office Department to make adhesive labels,
and when the rates fixed by law were for a single letter ‘five cents under 3000 miles,’
and ‘ten cents over’ that distance:—

I\i{a}{v York Post-Office. (Bust) Large rect. 5 cents, black on blue; 5 cents, black
on white.

Prov. (idence) R. 1. (sland) Post-Office. Black imp. Oblong. 5 cents.

St. Louis Post-Office. (Device supported by bears). Black imp. Rect. 10 cents.

Though unwilling to undervalue the authority of the magazine in regard to these
“big-head” stamps of New York, I may state that there is a strong presumption that
all of the above stamps were issued by the government postmasters of the respective
cities in anticipation of those in preparation by the Post-Office Department. This
much is, however, indisputable, that out of all the local stamps of which we have any
account, these are the only ones in which occurs the name of a regular government
post office with the name of the city attached; and it is equally clear that their values
(5 and 10 cents) were too high for use upon drop-letters. They could have served,
however, to prepay a letter in the States east of the Rocky-Mountains (the fixed rate
for which was five cents), or from these States to California, or the Pacific coast (the
rate for which was 10 cents). It seems scarcely probable that any private individual
would venture on so bold a proceeding as to usurp directly the name of a government
office. It is still more unlikely that private individuals could issue stamps which
should pass unchallenged through the government mails, and be considered as the
evidence of prepayment. Of the latter fact, so far as it applies to the New York stamps
in question, I can vouch from my own knowledge. It will be observed, also, that in
the case of these New-York stamps, the style of engraving differs from that in all
other local stamps, being of a much higher order of art. It would seem to have been
done by the same bank-note engravers who executed the plates for the government
postage stamps. Whether the original plate for the “big-heads,” after having served
its temporary government purpose, subsequently fell into the hands of private parties,
and was thus used again, T am unable to state.”

Mr. Lesley apparently obtained the same impression as this writer did, namely
that the reference was to the originals.

Suffice it to say that, although the New York Postmaster’s stamp and other post-
masters’ provisionals appeared in Mount Brown’s catalogue, 3d (1862) edition and
4th (1863) edition under the heading ‘‘Labels of Private Offices,” after Mr. Lesley’s
article was published, the New York stamp appeared in the 5th (1864) edition among
government issues of the United States.

In the Stamp Collector’s Magazine of February 1, 1864, page 31, the following
letter appears:

“To the Editor of the ‘Stamp-Collector’'s Magazine’:

Dear Sir—I have had my attention called to your publication, the Stamp-Collector’s
Magazine. At page 152, in your November number, you say:—

‘New York Post-Ofﬁce large rect. This stamp well known to collectors by the
designation of “big-head,” was formerly supposed to be a government issue, but is now
ascertained to prove one of Mr. Hussey’s legions of postal offspring,’ etc.

I would hereby advise you to be more careful of your wholesale assertion. To
my best knowledge and belief, T never, either awake or asleep, thought of doing that
wrong to the community of stamp collectors or dealers. Why you should have selected
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me as the scapegoat I know not, but can assure you that no man living can be more
averse to counterfeiting of the original. I had at one time twenty-five, which I sold
at prices varying from fifty cents to one dollar: the last I parted with about the time
of your November issue. Of the counterfeits I have seen one, and only one. It came,
or was brought to my office to be compared with the originals that I was known to
have. The said counterfeit came from Boston, Massachusetts. You would be but
doing me justice by a counter statement, as I can fully satisfy any correspondent you
may confide in this side the water of my innocency as I have never offered either to
buy or sell a single one of those said counterfeits.

Your further remarks about my fertile imagination may, for aught I know of you,
apply equally as well to yourself as me; and as I can see no harm to come of its
fertility, or its cultivation, will beg you the favour of a copy of your magazine re-
investing me as a gentleman beyond counterfeiting a stamp of his Uncle Samuel’s.
Very respectfully yours, George Hussey.”

(Mr. Hussey totally misunderstood our remarks. We had not the slightest in-
tention of stigmatising him as a forger of the stamp in question. We were informed,
and merely repeated our information in the pages of the magazine, that the ‘big-head’
was one of Hussey’'s own stamps; and we meant no sneer in alluding to the fertility
of his invention. We forbear repeating one or two well-known proverbs that strike
us as applicable in the present case.—Ed.)

The editor’s note seems to bear out the idea that the original reference was to
the original stamps. (The further remarks of a personal nature to which Mr. Hussey
alluded were in reference to the stamps of Hussey’s Posts.)

To summarize the growth of the legend in chronological order, we find that one
C. W. Viner, writing an Addenda to Mount Brown’s Catalogue of Postage Stamps in
the Stamp Collector’s Magazine, in 1863, who, like his contemporaries and compatriots
apparently was not too familiar with postage stamps of the United States, in listing
locals, private posts and Postmasters’ Provisionals under the heading of ‘“Labels of
Private Offices” included the original New York Postmaster’s stamp and, possibly
because he had heard that Hussey was selling some, stated, without offering any
supporting evidence, that the original was a Hussey product.

In the succeeding issue of the same magazine we have Mr. Lesley’s specific
refutation of the charge.

In a subsequent issue of the same magazine, we have Hussey’s letter of denial.

In 1894 Mr. Hunter resurrected the original charge, misinterpreted it to mean
what he called ‘“Second Transfer’ or reprints, and repeated and elaborated on it and
added his own vague statement that “it will be remembered,”” although he did include
a slightly garbled version of the entire text of Hussey’s letter of denial and stated
that the American Bank Note Co. also denied it.

Mr. Luff quoted from some of these, thereby perpetuating the legend and giving
it an aura of respectability.

The writer holds no brief for Hussey, nor does he hold any stock in the American
Bank Note Co., but he knows of no other instance in which the American Bank Note
Co. is accused of making such reprints for hire from dies in its custody.

Granted that various proofs of the 1847 and other dies which the American
Bank Note Co. must have inherited from its predecessors were made at various times
during the 19th Century and eventually reached the philatelic market. They, how-
ever, were apparently made for the legitimate commercial purpose of salesmen’s
samples or reference copies or, in some instances, as presentation sets (precedent for
the latter having been set by our own government in the past as well as more re-
cently). None of these, however, would appear to have been made for hire nor to be
in violation of business ethics.

In the Essay-Proof Journal for January and April, 1945, appear articles by
Winthrop S. Boggs and the editor describing and illustrating certain color sample
sheets of Canadian and foreign stamps printed from miniature plates said to have
been prepared by the American Bank Note Co. about 1868 for the company’s salesmen.

It is the considered opinion of this writer that the preponderance of the evidence
as herein adduced warrants the following conclusions:

1. That the reprints were not made for Hussey;

2. That a new plate of 9 subjects was made from the original die at sometime
in the 19th Century, probably by the American Bank Note Co. for the purpose
of salesmen’s samples;

(Mr. Luff himself expressed doubts that all impressions were made at the
same time and apparently felt a lack of confirmation of the date 1862).

3. That, if there be any foundation of fact supporting Mr. Hunter’'s statement,
Hussey may have obtained a few and sold them at prices not consonant with
the then prevailing price of the originals nor with what he could have sold
them for had he had any sufficient quantity worth the expense of having a
plate and reprints made, although his (Hussey’s) letter seems to speak only of
originals and one counterfeit.

Submitted as a basis for further discussion.
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The Position of Private Locals

By E. . HURT, B.P.A., A.P.S.

During the last thirty to forty years ‘““Private Locals’” have been not only neg-
lected but to some extent actually frowned on.

If we consider this fact in detail it will be found to be illogical though natural,
the former because it shows an ignorance of facts and the latter as a result of cause
and effect.

Perhaps, before we consider this matter further, it would be as well to define
what is meant by a Private Local.

A “Local” stamp, per se, is one that is only used within a restricted area of its
own country or postal administration, or, rather, that only pays postage within that
area. Thus, before the Postal Unions came into being, the stamps of all countries
were, in the above sense, locals and, until the Universal Postal Union was achieved,
the stamps of many countries still came in the same category. Even our own Penny
Black was, of course, a “local.” ‘“Local” alone therefore embraces not only stamps
issued by official Government Services but those that were issued by services run by
private enterprise. The former category are included in all the ‘“‘standard’ postage
stamp catalogues of the world, but only a very few of the latter are listed in these
same catalogues to-day. Of these latter few the outstanding examples are—the
“Lady McCleod,” No. I. of Trinidad; the stamps of the Suez Canal Company; the
Stamps of Thurn & Taxis; those of Manizales; Tierra del Fuego and others, some of
which appear in one or other of the catalogues of Stanley Gibbons, Yvert & Tellier,
Michel or Scott, though not necessarily in. all.

If the philatelist will take the trouble to pick up and read the new issue news of
the philatelic journals of the late century, whether of Great Britain, America, France,
Germany or almost any other country, he will find that the new issues of the Private
Local Posts were given just as much prominence as those of the Government issues.
In fact, in most cases, they were not even separately listed. Also these same journals
had many articles on these same private ventures and it is thanks to this that most
of our information exists.

As a natural sequence also these same stamps were listed fully in practically
every catalogue of the century. This was only logical because these private posts were
part and parcel of the postal system and the collector had no reason to divide them
from the official issues.

Most of the early albums had spaces for the local and private stamps and
Gibbons indeed went one step further when they brought out their still famous series
of “Imperial”’ albums, in four volumes, (I) British and Colonial, (2) Foreign, (3)
Locals and (4) Postal Stationery. As regards the latter it is as well to remember that
the early collector rightly worked on postal stationery too as part and parcel of his
collection, as being an inseparable part of the postal scheme.

Under the above circumstances you may well ask why are so few of the Private
Locals listed in the catalogues to-day and why have they taken a back seat in the
collections of all but the old school and the more advanced, thinking, specialist col-
lector of to-day. Really the explanation is a good example of the sheep-like outlook
of most collectors.

Up to 1899 Gibbons were issuing their catalogue in several parts, of which Part
III was confined entirely to the local stamps—this was an advance on the system
which had held until a few years earlier where the inclusion of the locals with the
Government issues had begun to make what was then thought to be a rather bulky
catalogue volume.

But, in 1899, doubtless due to the gradually increasing flood of issues from all
over the World, Gibbons, possibly rightly from a business point of view, decided that
it was impossible to continue to stock everything and it was Locals and Postal
Stationery which they decided to dispense with. Such a decision naturally meant the
cessation of the catalogues of Locals and Stationery, since, though many collectors
refuse to realise the fact, the catalogues we use are only price lists of what certain
dealers have to sell and are not intended to be, what the collector might desire,
listing of all that exists.

At the end of the 19th and early 20th century the printed album was still in
vogue and Gibbons’ album contained a catalogue of the stamps on one side of the
page for which spaces were provided on the other. This form of album was un-
doubtedly a business stunt as it was intended to induce the collector to fill as many
spaces as possible—blank leaves look bad and single stamps on a page are rather
like a fly on the ceiling—and to purchase his wants from the editors of the album.
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No longer stocking Locals, Gibbons naturally discontinued the special album as its
advertising value had passed. Other dealers and cataloguers followed suit.

So there grew up a generation, still using printed albums, but without anything
to tell them about local stamps or any places to put them in and they became
unwanted oddments which usually went into the junk box and very often were
destroyed, from sheer ignorance, as bogus stamps.

Fortunately three things have happened in the past two decades which have
tended to bring the Private Locals—at least some of them—back to their rightful
place in the scheme of things. The first of these was the production of some fine
catalogues of the Locals of China, Russia and Germany and, as far as the Continent
or those philatelists who read other languages were concerned, some fine listings in
certain journals of the Local stamps of the Scandinavian Countries. These facts un-
doubtedly increased the interest in these groups among at least those collectors who
are willing to learn and spend a little money on literature rather than be confined to
the narrow spaces of one catalogue—which at best is only an epistle and not a
philatelic gospel.

The second tendency was for more interest in postal history, the facts about the
postal services, their rates, routes and administrations, which developed in the more
leisurely years after the Great War. With this tendency among collectors to specialise
and to do something more than to essay to fill as many spaces as possible came more
articles which dealt with the local postal services of the past.

The third factor which was of considerable value was the growing use of the
blank page, loose leaf album, which allowed the collector to use his own initiative
and follow his own path.

Further catalogues are sure to be forthcoming; and further information and the
publication of a catalogue of the Local Posts of the whole World would undoubtedly
revive the collection of these fascinating stamps.

Why should we collect Private Locals? The first answer to this query is the
logical one that just as the 1d. black was the first adhesive stamp of Britain, so many
of the Private posts issued the first adhesive stamps of other countries.

And there is an even better reason. It was a private venture, that of the family
of Thurn and Taxis, which not only issued stamps in 1852, but which, over a matter
of some six centuries had managed the organised posts of most of Europe and laid
the system and drawn the design on which practically every national Postal service
works to-day.

The Private Posts were often the pioneers. Often, without them, the Government
services could not have existed or continued. In many cases they stepped into a gap
which opened up new territory, new business and new communications or allowed -
these to be maintained when the Government service had failed. In fact they are,
almost without exception, wrapped up in the progress of the postal services of al-
most every country as we know them to-day.

It would be impossible to imagine the development of the Danubian basin without
the Post of the Danube Steam Navigation Company; of the Posts of Russia without the
Zemstvos; of China without such private ventures as those of Ichang, Chungking,
Hankow and Amoy; or the Carribean without the Royal Mail Steam and La Guaira
Packets.

There are more stories behind the stamps of the Private Posts than could be
contained in many volumes, stories of adventure, daring and pioneer work, often for
no private gain. The story of the pony Express alone is sufficient to thrill any but
the casual “mount licker.”

For the aesthete there are plenty of pleasures in design and execution, endless
variety. There is still an immense amount of philatelic research to be done on these
issues.

Finally, with very few exceptions, the private posts are ‘“‘clean” and free from
speculation—far cleaner than many Government issues and the mass of “Com-
memorative” Wallpaper that is now turned out.

To give some idea of the extent of the field in the private posts it may be inter-
esting to state that a recent computation showed that, excluding the Railway Letter
and Parcel stamps, there have to date been no less than 670 Private Local admin-
istrations which have either issued adhesive stamps or have used some particular
postal marking on correspondence. If one takes into account as separate services
those which changed hands from time to time, the total number must run to nearly
750. Some of these posts issued one stamp only, while others, running over a num-
ber of years, provided many issues.

For the collector who sets store by rarity the Private Locals provide a fertile
field for there are many of these stamps far rarer than the Post Office Mauritius and
some of which only 2 to 4 examples are known. So, whether the search for rarity
is the result of a desire for sole possession or a spirit of adventure, nothing lacks.
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Minutes of Board of Governors

Meeting Held on May 23, 1945.

Present PRESIDENT Robert L. Graham, Jr.; Hugh M. Clark; Arthur W. Deas;
Alfred F. Lichtenstein; Thomas F. Morris; Chester A. Smeltzer; H. G. Zervas.

The PRESIDENT called the meeting to order. He welcomed the new board-
member Mr. Chester A. Smeltzer.

The minutes of the April 25th meeting were accepted as read.

OLD BUSINESS:

The TREASURER presented to the Board a statement of the financial condition
of the Club which was accepted and ordered filed.

The PRESIDENT reported having received word from Mr. Malcolm Johnson of
the China Unit that the Deed of Gift is still in the hands of that Unit pending the
signatures of its Officers.

Mr. Lichtenstein, as a committee of one, reported the result of his conference
with Mr. Stephen G. Rich pertaining to a JOSEPH S. RICH ROOM. Mr. Rich sug-
gested the remodeling and furnishing of the third floor rear room as a catalog room,
dedicated to the memory of JOSEPH S. RICH, his father. Mr. Lichtenstein and Mr.
Rich agreed to ask Mr. Jacob S. Glaser, as Chairman of the House Committee, to work
with them to draw up plans for the room itself, and for equipment. A letter to the
Board from Mr. Rich was read in which he outlined his intentions. After due
consideration the final plans and development thereof was left to the determination
of Messrs. Lichtenstein, Glaser and Rich.

A motion was duly made by Mr. Hugh M. Clark, seconded by Mr. Thomas F.
Morris, to accept the offer of Mr. Stephen G. Rich as given forth in his correspondence
of May 15, 1945, and that a letter of appreciation for his offer be sent him. This
motion was unanimously carried.

Membership Report.
The following applicants were elected to membership upon motion duly made,
seconded and unanimously carried.

RESIDENT—David Z. Andrews, New York City, by F. E. Maybury.
FOREIGN—Walter Hess, Nassau, Bahamas, by R. L. Graham, Jr.

NONRES.—J. H. W. Hinkson, Chester, Pa., by Geo. Cabot.

CLASS CHANGE—Harrie Mueller from Service Roll to Nonresident.
RESIGNATION N. R.—J. I. Wyer, Salt Lake City, Utah, was accepted with regret.
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The PRESIDENT showed the Board some photographs taken by Mr. Bountrelle
on the occasion of the meeting night of the Club dedicated to the memory of Mr.
Gilbert, and an expression of thanks was voted to be sent to Mr. Boutrelle for his
courtesy in the matter.

NEW BUSINESS
Exhibition Frames and Annual Club Exhibition

A possible Annual Exhibition by the Club was discussed for which purpose
double sided frames are necessary. The SECRETARY was requested to contact Mr.
Glaser for a report on the construction of such frames to be rendered at the June
meeting. In the meantime Mr. Zervas volunteered to get in touch with Mr. Elkins
for a possible loan of frames from the Chase Bank during the interim.

STUDY GROUP CHAIRMAN

Because of Mr. Elkins’ illness in his family, the PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Hugh
M. Clark as the temporary CHAIRMAN of the Study Group Committee. In this con-
nection Mr. Clark was to secure data on the various activities of these groups for
possible publicity in the Collectors Club Philatelist. Mr. Clark to report at the next
meeting.

Membership list

The PRESIDENT brought up the question of a new membership list either to be
published in the next issue of the C. C. P., or as a separate pamphlet. The possible
cost of same was discussed and the SECRETARY was requested to ascertain the
approximate expense thereof.

The question submitted by Mr. Lindquist whether or not the Club would endorse
the project of christening a Merchant Marine boat ‘“Philately’” was rejected, all
voting in the negative, save one.

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR., Secretary.

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING HELD JUNE 27, 1945
Held June 27, 1945

Present: Robert L. Graham, Jr.; Hugh M. Clark; Arthur W. Deas; George
R. M. Ewing; Chester Smeltzer; Thomas F. Morris; Theodore E. Steinway, and
H. G. Zervas.

The PRESIDENT presided. The minutes of the May 23rd meeting were ap-
proved as read.

ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

Re: Exhibition Frames

Mr. Zervas reported that the exhibition frames, which the Club considered rent-
ing for possible exhibitions, were the property of the Stock Exchange Club instead
of the Chase Bank, and that they may be rented at $1 each plus cartage. No defi-
nite action as to renting them has been taken.

Re: Study Groups Activities

Mr. Clark reported a meeting held on June 13th of representatives of all groups.
for the purpose of discussing in detail each group’s activities and specialties with a
view of incorporating such papers on their studies in the COLLECTORS CLUB
PHILATELIST. An annual exhibition at the Club was also favored to be held for
three days from Friday to Sunday inclusive, in which connection Mr. Clark reported
that double sided frames as discussed at the May meeting, could not be constructed
at this time because they come under the priority ruling according to Chairman of
the House Committee, Mr. Glaser. Mr. Clark’s report in detail, pertaining to the
groups. Mr. Clark stated that another such meeting is scheduled for September 11th.

In connection with Group meetings held at the Club, Mr. Zervas reported having
attended some of them and related how much he had been impressed by the type of
study and stamps shown at these meetings and fervently urged that papers, setting
forth the results of these studies, should be incorporated in the Club magazine at
least once a year. The PRESIDENT asked Mr. Zervas to get in touch with Mr.
Bruns, the Club Editor, with a view of finding out just what material would be
suitable.

Re: Rich Room

The PRESIDENT reported the reading of Mr. Stephen G. Rich’s letter, offering
to establish a JOSEPH S. RICH ROOM, to the members at the regular meeting of
the Club on June 6, together with the Club’s reply accepting this offer.
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Financial Statement

The TREASURER made a report on the financial condition of the Club which
was accepted and ordered filed.

House Committee Report

Due to illness, the report of the CHAIRMAN of the Mouse Committee was read
by the PRESIDENT in which he reported the various repairs of the building and the
installation of two fluorescent light units in the meeting room.

Re: Ricketts Library

The question regarding the material in the Ricketts Library (now in the hands
of Paul Bluss for public auction sale) came up for discussion, and the CHAIRMAN
of the Library Committee volunteered to contact Mr. Bluss in an effort to secure a
list of material which will be sold at auction to determine just what the club library

may need to complete its files and he will also check with Mr. Lichtenstein pertaining
to this matter.

Membership Report
0Old resignation accepted

For the sake of keeping our records straight, the resignation of Milton A. Adams,
as presented to us during the first part of the year, was accepted with regret. (He
comes up in the membership report as a ‘“reinstatement’ as of October 1.)

New Applications

The following candidates for membership, upon motion duly made, seconded and
unanimously carried, were elected members.

RESIDENT—Jack Levine, Brooklyn, N. Y., by D. C. Meyerson; W. S. Boggs.
Reinstatement—Milton A. Adams, St. Alans, N. Y.

NONRESIDENT—Wallace C. Lun, San Francisco, Calif. Honki Wong; J. Silver.
Harry Simon, Palisades Pk., N. J. J. P. Leeds; O. G. Reichelt. B. H. Handy, Syra-
cure, N. Y. Sy Colby; Herman Herst, Jr.

FOREIGN—B. C. Planas, Habana, Cuba. H. R. Harmer; P. H. Thorp. Jose P.
Simon, Habana, Cuba. H. R. Harmer; P. H. Thorp.

DEATH—The death of Victor James, London, England was reported; also death
of Victor Huberich of San Francisco, Calif.

CLASS TRSF—G. E. Duveen was transferred from Nonresident Foreign to
Service Roll classification.

New Business

The PRESIDENT reported having appeared before the Internal Revenue Depart-
ment to explain the reason why the Club should be considered a tax exempt organi-
zation, which question arose out of the gift to the Club of the BREMEN collection,
originally belonging to Mr. George Siedenburg, and being bequeathed to his widow
who later married a Mr. Wilson. Upon her death it became the property of her
brother Duncan S. Ellsworth who donated it to the Club in memory of George R.
Siedenburg, original compiler. All data and deed of gift may be found in Board
minutes of November 1943.

Re: Philatelic Foundation, RENT

The TREASURER was requested to send bill for rental of The Philatelic Founda-
tion room to the SECRETARY of that organization for O. K., to be passed on for
payment by the TREASURER. The bill to be rendered for eight months, May 1 to
December 31, 1945.

The CHAIRMAN of the Library Committee reported a discussion with Mrs.
Deutsch who suggested the cooperation and help from the members of the Women'’s
Philatelic Society in the capacity of an indexing committee for the Club’s current
periodicals in return for having that body meet at the Club quarters. The CHAIR-
MAN of the Study Group wished it distinctly understood that, if this arrangement
is followed out, that Society will NOT meet at The Collectors Club as a STUDY
GROUP, since it does not qualify as such as previously defined.

The Board agreed to enter into this arrangement on a trial basis, and the
following motion was made:

It was duly moved, seconded and unanimously carried that the CHAIRMAN of
the Library Committee be empowered to enter into an agreement with the Women’s
Philatelic Society whereby members of that body be organized into a committee to
index current periodicals in the Collectors Club Library; that arrangement to exist
or continue so long as the work is satisfactory to the Library CHAIRMAN and his
committee. In exchange for such service the Women’s Philatelic Society is to be
allowed to meet at the Club quarters once or twice per month, and that the CHAIR-
MAN of the Library Committee make this offer on a trial basis for a period beginning
in July and ending December 31st, at which time the Women’s Philatelic Society and
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the CHAIRMAN of the Library Committee will determine whether or not the work
is mutually satisfactory and of sufficient interest to warrant continuation of this
arrangement.

Donations

The PRESIDENT read a letter from Mr. Glaser in which he presented to the
Club, if acceptable, a PRICE LIST OF STAMPS dated 1878, in the form of a cover
affixed with an early stamp. The SECRETARY was instructed to write Mr. Glaser
accepting this gift with thanks by the Board of Governors, who also expressed their
regrets at his illness.

The PRESIDENT called the Board members’ attention to the gift of twenty-
seven medals belonging to the late J. M. Bartels, given to the Club by Mr. Hugh Barr
through the courtesy of Mr. Winthrop Boggs. These were accepted with thanks and
appreciation and the SECRETARY was instructed to send acknowledgement thereof
to Mr. Barr.

The medals were then turned over to the committee on such items, Messrs.
Morris and Deas, who immediately worked on the possible value of same and esti-
mating them at from $50 to $75. The medals are either in silver or bronze. The
committee is to render a list to the Club for insertion in the minutes, with a copy
of this list to go to Mr. Clark.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that, when a complete list of
all club medals has been made, this list is to be published in the C. C. P., with
request to all members to look through their collection of medals with a view of
giving to the Club those that we do not possess.

The PRESIDENT reported the mentioning of the Club’s name in the estate of
Victor Huberich, late member, from California and Mr. Graham stated that no reply
has as yet come in answer to his inquiry as to the nature of the Club’s legacy.

Meeting adjourned at 10.26 P. M.

“Habilitados” of the Juarez Issue
of Mexico

By CALVERT STIER

The word ‘“‘habilitado” means re-usable or re-habilitated, in other words, new
life has been injected into an issue which otherwise would become demonetised. The
postal issues of the Republic of Mexico from 1868 until 1883 had a date overprinted,
together with a postal district number, on each stamp and that stamp was only avail-
able for use during that year. At the end of the year stamps unsold at the various
post offices were to be returned to the head office at Mexico City and new batches
with a new year date would be sent out.

It so happened that in the years 1882 and 1883 large supplies of stamps of the
Juares issue, which was for foreign postage, were on hand at the Mexico City office,
these being supplies of stamps overprinted with a previous year date and from var-
jous postal districts. By issuing them again with a new year date and in most in-
stances a new district number they were again available for postage and these stamps
so overprinted with two numbers are termed ‘‘habilitados.” This was done in 1882
and 1883.

In presenting this list of Habilitados the writer believes it is by far the most
complete ever published although it is probable that additions can be made to it.
I wish to thank Mr. L. M. Josling of W. Helston, Cornwall, England for his great
assistance in making the list as complete as it is. Mr. Josling has for a number of
years been keeping very comprehensive and accurate records about the stamps of
Mexico from 1868 until 1883 and where the initials JOS, HB and AO appear after a
stamp, Mr. Josling is responsible for those being added to my list which I had been
compiling for several years past.

Where a stamp has no initials after it, it is from my list and that stamp is
either in my collection or I had seen the stamp in the books of W. T. Wilson of
Birmingham. The initials COS stand for Lic. Jose L. Cossio, Jr. of Mexico City and
Senor Cossio either has or has seen a copy of the stamp with those numbers.

In general it was the practice to overprint the new number in red ink, the
original always being in black, but in some few instances black ink was used both
times in reissuing stamps to district offices and black ink was always used for the
habilitados of the principal office at Mexico City. The list that follows is thus
divided into two parts; first, with black and red number, and second, with two black
numbers.
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Table 1. Red Black
i District Ovpt. Ovpt. Value
Red Black Mazatlan ....... 2782 3981 10c

Districet Ovpt. Ovpt. Value Chihuahua ...... 3983 381 2c
Vera Cruz ...... 383 179 100c Chihuahua ...... 3983 379 2¢ LMJ
Vera Cruz .,..... 383 2579 100¢ Chihuahua ...... 3983 2581 2¢
Yera Cruz ..,::.: 383 3079 100c AO Ch!huahua ...... 3983 2181 2¢ LMJ
Vera Cruz ...... 383 3679 100¢ Chihuahua ...... 3983 5481 2¢c AO
Vera Cruz ...... 383 3880 100¢c AO Chihuahua ...... 3983 5482 2¢c LMJ
Vera Cruz ...... 383 3979  100c Chiapas ...... .. 4083 5481 2¢ LMJ
Toluea ......... 982 5482 2¢ Campeche ....... 5083 2282 le €COS
TOIMOR  wivicies a5 982 1880 10c Campeche ...... 5083 2682 le
POIUCA: | iicer worers 982 1991 10c Campeche ...... 5083 2882 lc COS
Toluca ......... 982 3081 10c AO Campeche ...... 5083 3782 1%
TOIUCA  -suuw oo 982 3980 10c Campeche ...... 5083 3981 lc LMJ
TOIAPA  otodinsan 982 3981 10c Campeche ...... 5083 3982 le
OIUCH: winir s i 982 5482 10c Campeche ...... 5083 5479 lc
Toluca ......... 983 379 100c COS Campeche ...... 5083 1981 2¢ LMJ
Toluca ......... 983 3079 100c COS Campeche ...... 5083 5482 2¢c
TeDIC oo s s sae 1283 379 2¢ Campeche ...« 5083 881 5¢c
MEDIC  wrvaso o6 s o5 1283 382 2c Campeche ...... 5083 1981 5¢
ReDieh oo fir iy 1283 1881 10c COS Campeche ...... 5083 3581 5¢ LMJ
MEDICH crovcseim o s o1iise 1283 2281 10c HB Campeche ...... 5083 4680 5¢
POPIC Lovacuien gutyis 1283 2581 10¢ Campeche ...... 5083 4982 5¢
RODLE rsin s & snvae 1283 5481 10c Campeche ...... 5083 1880 10c
TEPIC <ciown s s o 1283 5548*  10c LMJ Campeche ...... 5083 1881 10c
MEDIE iz s waets 10¢c LMJ Campeche ...... 5083 3581 10c
%epic ,,,,,,,,,,, 10¢c EDB Campeche ...... 5083 5482 10c

AMPICO wais & wsa lec
Tampico lc LMJ Table II.
¥2$g;gg 1o Lo Both Overprints in BLACK.
Tampico be Toluca .... 282 10c
Tampico 5¢ Tampico 3080 1c
Tampico 5c Puebla 5481 1ct
Tampico 5¢c HB Queretaro ...... 1982 2181 10c
Tampico ........ 1482 3080 5¢c LMJ Queretaro ...... 1982 2481 10c LMJ
Tampico ........ 1482 3880 e Queretaro ...... 1982 3080 10c LMJ
Tampies . ..v:00 1482 3979 5¢c HB Queretaro . ..... 1982 3981 10¢
Pampleo :;::9.05 1482 3981 e .
Tampico ........ 1482 5482 5¢c HB Both Over-
I;uebla ,,,,,,,,, 2082 5481 %c s Distriet prints in Black Value

s 1) IR P 2082 4581* e B Mexico ......... 4
Puebla ......... 2082 1481  1lc Mesico L.l g I Lam
Puebla <.ivaesae 2082 1979 lc LMJ Mexico ......... 5482 381 1c
Puebla ......... 2082 1980 le Mexico ......... 5482 1881 lc
Fuebla: .owisi . ah 2082 5482 2c MeXICo, e vs 1y 5482 3981 lc .LMJ
Puebla ..euiiaes 2082 2180 5¢c LMJ Mexico 3982 ic LMJ
Puebla cawedesnm 2082 2181 5e Mexico 5081 1c HB
Puebla s.oio..s 2082 3880 5c AO Mexico 5082 1c AO
Puebla  .obie oo 2082 3881 5e Mexico 5481 1c
Puebla: ooy 2082 3981 5c AO Mexico 4581* 1lc LMJ
POehla o sass 2082 3080 10c Mezico 8481% 1o TMT
Paeblal iiowsiss 2082 3880 10c Mexico 5112% 1c AO
Puebla - ......... 2082 3981 10c Mexico 981 1e AO
Puebla ......... 2082 5482 10¢ Mexico 982 1e A0
Monterrey ...... 2582 282 2c AO Mexico 1481 ia
Monterrey ...... 2583 279 2¢ Mexico 1881 1ic AO
Monterrey ...... 2583 280 2c Mexico 2989 1c
Monterrey ...... 2583 3879 2¢ Mexico 2682 1o
Monterrey ...... 2583 3880 2c Mexico 2789 1c
Monterrey ...... 2583 3881 2c HB Mexico 3881 ic
Monterrey ...... 2583 3981 2c Mexico 982 %
Monterrey 2583 5081 2¢c Mexico 680 100
Monterrey 2583 5481 2c Mexico 1880 10c
Merida 2682 1979 le COS Mexios 2282 109
Merida . 2682 1980 }c CcOS i 3
Mazatlan 2782 381 c
Mazatlan ....... 2782 1881 lc AO ANPEEALY
Mazatlan ....... 2782 1979 le AO LMJ, I. M. Josling, Cornwall, England
Mazatlan ....... 2782 3079 le HB, Hugh Birrell, Cornwall, England
Mazatlan® ....... 2782 3080 1lc AO, Abr. Obfjell, Norway
Mazatlan ....... 2782 5480 le AO COS. Lic. Jose L. Cossio, Jr., Mexico City
Mazatlan ....... 2782 5482 Le EDB, Edward Denny Bacon, London,
Mazatlan <.io04s 2782 1980 2¢c England
Mazatlan: ... ... 2782 3080 2c
Mazatian ... ey 2782 5481 2c
Mazatlan ....... 2782 5482 2¢c
Mazatlan ....... 2783 1980 2¢c AO
Mazatlan ...t 2783 3879 2¢c COS

Mazatlan s wis™ 2782 381 5c

Mazatlan ....... 2782 680 5c¢
Mazatlan ....... 2782 3881 be

Mazatlan ......: 2782 2880 5c HB

Mazatlam c..sats 2782 3981 5¢
Mazatlan ....... 2782 281 10¢
Mazatlan: «..... .. 2782 380 10c COS
Mazatlan ....... 2782 1880 10c
Mazatlan oevias 2782 3581 10¢
Mazatlan ....... 2782 3980 10c

* Error.
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For this Juarez issue there were 54 postal districts which were given numbers
according to the reversed list of 1878, that is they were arranged in alphabetical order
but Zamora was number 1 and on down to Acapulco for number 53, the principal
office of Mexico being number 54. Colima had two numbers being changed from 49
to 55 in 1882. Some districts were changed during the course of the issue, viz. Ures,
number 4 being changed to Hermosillo, number 4, in 1879. The complete list follows,
those being starred being districts which used the habilitado stamps.

1. Zamora 20. Puebla * 38. Durango
2. Zacatecas 21. Pachuca 39. Chihuahua *
3. Vera Cruz * 22. Orizaba 40. Chiapas *
4. Ures (1879) Hermo- 23. Oaxaca 41. Chalco
sillo (1880-83) 24. Morelia 42. Cordoba
5. Tulancingo 25. Monterrey * 43. C. Guzman
6. Tula de Tamaulipas 26. Merida * 44. Cocula (1879-81)
7. Tula 27. Mazatlan * Mascota (1882-83)
8. Tuxpam 28. Matamoros 45. Cuernavaca
9. Toluca * 29. Maravatio 46. Cuautitlan
10. Tehuacan 30. La Paz 47. C. Victoria
11. Texcoco 31. Lagos 48. C. Bravos
12. Tepic * 32. Jilotepec (1879-82) 49. Colima
13. Tlaxcala Soyaniquilpam 50. Campeche *
14. Tampico * (1882-83) 51. Apam
15. Tacubaya 33. Jalapa 52. Aguascalientes
16. Tabasco 34. Parral 53. Acapulco
17. San Luis Potosi 35. Huejutla 54. Mexico *
18. Saltillo 36. Guanajuato 55. Colima (1882-83)
19. Queretaro * 37. Guadalajara

In. general the habilitado stamps are much scarcer used than unused which is
true of all the Juarez issue. Very many false cancellations exist, usually of a double
lined oval with fictitious town name so indistinctly applied as to be unreadable
except for a few letters. The genuine postmarks are invariably of a grid of small to
medium dots or of parallel bars in a circle, most districts in black but Mexico usually
in blue.

As an example of the rarity of some of these habilitados I give the figures for
the 100 centavos stamps reissued for use in the district of Vera Cruz. Numbered
1883, Vera Cruz on 179, Zamora, 100; on 2579, Monterrey, 198; on 3079, La Paz
495; on 3679, Guanajuato, 85; on 3880, Durango, 283; on 3979, Chihuahua, 400.
Most of these were left unsold at the post office.

Roosevelt Collection to be Sold

The most famous stamp collection in the world, the personal collection of
the late Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was delivered November 15th, to H. R.
Harmer, Inc., stamp auctioneers, to be sold at public auction.

The collection, which consists of 150 albums collected by the late president
during his lifetime, contains notes in the most famous philatelist’s own hand-
writing.

Armored truck picked up the collection and brought it from Hyde Park to
the New York offices of H. R. Harmer, Inc., 32 East 57th Street, where it will
be catalogued and prepared for exhibition and public auction.

Henry T. Hackett, one of the executors and trustees of the estate, and
Earl R. Koons, attorney for the estate handed over the valuable collection.
William Plog, for 45 vears caretaker, gardener, and a favorite of the late presi-
dent, witnessed the transfer.

No plans have been made for public exhibitions and no date set for the
auction, according to Bernard Harmer, who received the famous collection for
his company.
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The Pedigree of Rare Stamps

By the Late CuarrLEs J. PHILLIPS

By permission of the present owners, H. R. Harmer, Inc.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
1854. 4d Blue, Error Frame Inverted

This is the first stamp of the eighth row in one pane of sixty stamps.

T. K. TAPLING Collection in the British Museum
A fine used copy. Its history and cost are unknown to me.

DUKE OF LEINSTER'S Collection in the Dublin Museum
This came from a small collection owned by a Mr. Morris of Dublin, Ireland.

Morris sold the error for £2.0.0. to a Mr. Vance who sold it for £3.0.0. to the Duke
of Leinster. On the death of the Duke in 1894 it was found that he had left his
collection to the City of Dublin and it is now in the National Museum of Dublin.

H. L. WHITE Collection in the Mitchell Library, Sydney, New South Wales

H. L. White was one of the greatest collectors of Australian stamps and after
his death it was found he had left his stamps to the Mitchell Library. There is
here a fine specimen of the inverted frame for which he paid £400.0.0.

KING GEORGE V. Collection

Senor Pio Fabri, an artist of Rome, Italy, showed a portion of his collection
at the London Philatelic Exhibition of 1892. This included a specimen of the 4d.
frame inverted. Fabri told me that this stamp had cost him £32.0.0. Some years
alter the Mabri collection was sold to W. H. Peckitt who then sold the 4d. error
to H. J. Duveen. Before I left England in 1922 1 sold a number of the rarities
from the Duveen collection to H. M. King George V., among them this rare error.
I am not at liberty to publish the price.
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P. R. England had the copy illustrated (enlarged) above. This was sold
to E. J. Lee and afterwards was acquired by Arthur Hind through Thomas Hall
or L. E. Bradbury. This was sold at Hind’s Fifth sale in July 1934 for £300.0.0.

A copy, damaged and repaired was sold by Plumridge & Co. in their 849th
sale for £350.0.0. The purchaser was the late David Bernhard.

THE EARL OF CRAWFORD Collection

In February 1912 Lord Crawford sold his collection (except the British
and United States) to Mr. W. H. Peckitt. This included a specimen of the 4d.
frame inverted, but I have not been able to find out what became of it.

PRINCE DORIA PAMPHILI Collection
In this collection which was purchased by W. H. Peckitt there was a copy
cut rather close on one side. T have not been able to find out who bought this.

MR. LESQUESQUE Collection

In this collection there was a copy with a rather heavy blob of a postmark on
the swan’s back, as illustrated above. I have not been able to find out what
became of this.
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THE REVD. H. A. JAMES, D.D.

Had two copies, one was quite a poor thing, the other was a nice looking copy
though the corners were cut round.

The 4d. frame inverted, illustrated above, is believed to be the finest copy
known.

The first record I find of this stamp is when it was in the collection of B.
Plashett Rodd of Hamburg. He sold it to Sir William Avery for £400.0.0. in
1904.

W. H. Peckitt bought the Avery collection and sold this copy to the late
Geo. W. Worthington for $2500.00.

The Worthington collection was bought by A. F. Lichtenstein, who sold this
copy to Richard Roberts, who in turn sold it to Louis Meinertzhagen.

Some years later on Roberts bought this back from Mr. Meinertzhagen and
sold it to me for £825.0.0. I, in turn sold this fine copy to the late Col. E. H. R.
Green for about $5500.00.

FERRARY Collection
In the Sixth Sale in April 1923 the 4d. frame inverted sold for $4947.00 with
the surtax added.

The purchaser was Mr. Collins of London. After his death his collection
was sold at auction by Plumridge & Company and the 4d. frame inverted
realized £680.0.0.

The purchaser was Thomas Allen.



120 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST

About 1906 another specimen of the 4d. frame inverted was found in
Western Australia in a collection left to a young lady living in that State, and
was sent to a relative in England. This specimen was said to be heavily post-
marked and slightly damaged. It was offered in Glendining & Co’s. auction of
October or November, 1906, and was bought in at £180.0.0. I do not find any
record of it after this sale.

J. A. NIX Collection

About 1925 J. A. Nix of Surrey, England found a 4d. frame inverted in a
small album which he bought for about £50.0.0.

He sold the error to R. Roberts of London and in July 1924 I bought this

from Reports for about £800.0.0. and sold to Col E. H. R. Green for about
$5000.00.
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DR. Le QUESNE of Tring, England

In 1930 after the death of the Doctor his executors sent his collection to
Plumridge & Company to sell at auction. They found the inverted frame in the
space in the album for the normal, it had never been noticed by the owner. It
was cut rather close on one side and was rather heavily postmarked. This was
sold on May 30th, 1930, for £550.0.0.

C. F. HEYERMAN Collection

This collection, consisting only of stamps with inverted centers or frames,
was purchased by the Economist Stamp Co. and sold to Col. E. H. R. Green.
Edward Stern tells me it contained a specimen of this error.

Fred. W. Ayer of Bangor, Maine in 1898 placed his wonderful collection of
rarities in my hands for sale on a commission bases. In this there was a fine copy
of the Western Australia 4d. frame inverted. While 1 was engaged in legal
matters, for some months, I turned over the Ayer collection to certain employees
of Stanley Gibbons, Litd. and in my final accounting with Ayer the stamp was
found to be missing and I have heard no trace of it from that day to this.
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A. B. PARGENTIERE Collection

About 1920 Mr. A. F. Lichtenstein bought this famous French collection.
In it was a copy of the 4d. frame inverted which he sold to Richard Roberts.

In September 1933 H. R. Harmer had a copy of this error in his auction sale
in London. This was described as close at bottom, and repaired in the ““E’’ in
“PENCE.”” The cancellation was brown-red in color. This was sold for
£115.0.0. T have not found the name of the purchaser.

4d Inverted Frame, Unused

In Gibbons’ Stamp Monthly for June 1930 the following note appears:—
written by Stanley Phillips.

‘““Apropos of statements that this error is not known in unused condition,

Mr. Fred. Hagen, the well-known Australian dealer and expert, tells me that

some years ago he was shown an undoubtedly genuine specimen of this error in

unused condition. It was brought to Europe by the owner and presumably

disposed of, but there appears to be no information available as to its present
whereabouts.””

Mr. Hagen also tells me that a collector in Australia informed him that he
had also seen an unused specimen of the error, but concerning this item nothing
appears to be known.

SPAIN
1851. 2 Reales, Blue, Error in the Color of the 6 Reales

From the earliest days of Philately, controversy, has raged as to the question
whether this variety—blue in lieu of red—of the 2 reales of 1851 was an essay
or an error of color.

In 1899 Castle has a note in the London Philatelist as follows:— ‘It now
appears that it has been found attached to the 6 reales, blue, the pair having
been cut from a block of fourteen stamps. It is the property of a Barcelona
dealer.’’

This unique pair, and also a single used copy was in the Ferrary collection
and was sold in the Fifth Sale November, 1922 for 130,000 franes with surtax
and at the exchange of that time $10,369.00 was bought by Arthur Hind.
The single copy was sold in the Eighth Sale in November 1923 and was also pur-
chased by Arthur Hind $6090.00.

I sold the Hind collection (except the U. S.) to H. R. Harmer and these two
rare error were sold in the Ninth Hind sale in March, 1936.

The 2 reales + 6 reales sold for $11,000.

The single used 2 reales sold for $4750.

The buyer for the pair (2 reales + 6 reales) was Johan Remberg.

T only know of one other copy of this error. It is in the Tapling collection
in the British Museum and is unused.

PARMA
1852. 80 Cent. Olive Yellow

This is a fairly common stamp unused but is one of the great rarities of
Europe in a genuine used condition.

The first record 1 have of an authentic used specimen is in the following
letter from M. Robert Walser of Paris which he wrote to me in 1930.

““In 1850-60 there was in Paris a Company named Union des Gaz founded
by the Banking firm of Goldsmith Breitmeyer & Company to build gas works in
the chief Italian towns. The archives of this company were brought to daylight
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about 1898 and contained amongst a great many beautiful and rare letters, a
cover franked with 80c. and 20c. of the Provisional Government of Parma stamps
issued in 1859.

““This letter was offered for sale for weeks in the open market of the Bourse
des Timbres aux Champs-Elysees, Paris, for 300 francs and could not find a
buyer as everyone thought it was a fake. Finally Jules Bernichon took it on
approval and sent it to Dr. Diena, who confirmed its authenticity. I bought this
from ‘‘ Bernichon for 1200 franecs ($240.00). Two years later 1 desposed of it at
a profit which enabled me to buy my first automobile.’’
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After changing hands several times amongst well known Italian collectors,
the cover was sold again for $9000.00.

The letter is dated 17 Dic. 59.”’

Dr. Emilio Diena writes in the Monthly Journal, Sept. 30th, 1901, p. 59
““‘Last year (1900) I was fortuniate enough to see in a very important foreign
collection a damaged specimen of the stamp in the olive-yellow shade, bearing a
light eircular postmark, ‘“‘Parma . . . Nov. 59’” which I found to be perfectly
genuine.”’

FERRARY Collection

In the Ninth Sale, April 1924 there was a used specimen with the obliteration
guaranteed, the date seems to be ‘‘Parma 15 Dic . .. This was sold for about
$465.00 with the surtax.

ROUMANIA-MOLDAVIA
1857. 27 Paras, Black on Rose

About 1904 T bought, from a collector in Bucharest, Roumania two pares
of the 27 paras, black on rose, one a vertical pair printed téte-béche, illustrated
above, and the other a horizontal normal pair, both used.

This téte-béche pair is believed to be the only one known. It is postmarked
GALATZ, MOLDOVA in double circle with date ““2/9”” in center, in blue.

I sold this to Ferrary. 1 have no record of the price, but I should think it
would be about £400.

At the second Ferrary sale, held October, 1921 it was sold for 46,000 franes,
plus 17V per cent surtax. This at the exchange of the day was equal to $3940.28.
The purchaser was Eugene Klein, acting for Henry Gibson.
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A few years later Mr. Gibson decided to part with this portion of his eol-
lection and placed it in the hands of Eugene Klein who sold this pair to Arthur
Hind for $3500.00.

I disposed of the Hind collection (except the U. S.) to H. R. Harmer and
in his auction in January, 1935, it was sold for $5000.00, the buyer being Johan
Remberg.

URUGUAY
March 1858. 120c, Blue and 180c Green, each in Tete-Beche Pairs

In the early 80’s Senor José¢ Marco del Pont resided for several years in
Paris. When I was in Buenos Aires.in 1910, he told me that about 1885 being
short of funds he disposed of a pair of each of these stamps to Ferrary.

At the second Ferrary sale Lield October, 1921, lot 172 containing these rare
errors was sold to M. Theodore Champion (see under my notes or the 180c. red
error).
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Later on A. F. Lichtenstein bought this lot and these two rarities are now
in his collection.

In the Tapling collection in the British Museum there is one each of these
Téte-béche pairs but I do not knecw their history.

The late T. W. Hall had a téte-béche pair of the 120c¢. blue. I do not know
what it cost or where he got it. This pair he sold to the late C. I.. Pack some 20
years ago. I do not know of any pairs in South America.

Total known

120¢. blue Lichtenstein

120¢. blue British Museum

120¢. blue C. L. Pack collection

180c. Green Lichtenstein

180¢. Green British Museum
URUGUAY

March, 1858. 180c Dull Red, Error in the Color of the 240c

Of this exceedingly rare error only one copy is known. The history of it is
as follows :—

In the late ’80’s the well known Buenos Aires collector, Senor José Marco
del Pont was residing in Paris and being short of funds sold a few of his rarities.

M. Georges Caillebotte bought this error.

About 1889 M. Caillebotte sold his collection to T. K. Tapling but before
doing so told Tapling that he must reserve one stamp as he had promised it to
Ferrary if he ever sold his collection, as he had arranged this exchange in place
of some rare stamps Ferrary had given him.

In the first Ferrary sale in June, 1921, Lot 172 was an extra lot containing
early Uruguay stamps with some rarities including this error.

This lot sold for $110,000 franes plus 17%% per cent surtax—$9500.00, the
buyer being M. Theodore Champion. It was purchased by A. F. Lichtenstein
from Champion and the unique used error is now in his collection.

After J. B. Moens sold out I secured the services of Lucian Hanciau, the
brother-in-law of Moens and certainly the most famous philatelist of the early
days as is shown by his editorship of Timbre-Post for some thirty years.

M. Hanciau wrote a number of fine articles for me which I published in
The Monthly Journal.

In the Monthly Journal for May 31st, 1913, he writes on the Uruguay issue
of March 1858 and in dealing with this rare error he says ‘‘We know of two
copies, obliterated, one of which passed through our own hands, of the 180c.
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joined to the 240c¢. = It bore an oval obliteration inscribed ‘“ADMON DE
CORREOS -MONTEVIDEO’’ with the date ‘4 DIC’’ (no year) in the centre.
The other copy we have not seen.’’

We have no idea where this wonderful pair now is. It was not in the col-
lection of Ferrary or Rothschild, but the details given by such a fine philatelist
as L.. Hanciau must be accepted and put on record.

HEADQUARTERS
NINTH AIR FORCE
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
Public Relations Office

To: COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST,
22 East 35th Street,
New York, N. Y.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

A NINTH AIR FORCE SERVICE COMMAND BASE, FRANCE: The
men who fly depend upon those who don’t for the supplies and maintenance of
their aircraft. Technical Sergeant Elton L. Schnellbacher, 31, Jackson Heights,
N. Y., is a ‘“‘chairborne pilot.”” It also takes paper work to win a war.

Sergeant Major in a headquarters and headquarters detachment of the
4th Service Group, Ninth Air Force Service Command, his job consists of co-
ordinating reports concerning the welfare of the A-26 Invader bombers flying
the missions over Germany.

Sergeant Schnellbacher has served with his unit in the European Theater of
Operations for more than a year. Before entering service at Camp Upton in
March 1943, he was employed as a photographic illustrator by Grancel Fitz Inec.,
New York City.

Sergeant Schnellbacher is an ardent philatelist and is considered something
of an authority on plate numbered coils and booklet panes of American stamps
issued by the Bureau of Engraving.

His wife, Mrs. Elton Schnellbacher, lives in 35-55 T3rd Street, Jackson
Heights, N. Y.

Saul Newbury Honored

A collection of outstanding items, on and off cover, of 19th Century U. S.
received the erand award—the Hennan Trophy—at the 59th Anniversary Stamp
Show of the Chicago Philatelic Society, Nov. 2, 3 and 4, in the Grand Ballroom
of the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago.

The display was from the collection of Charles F. Meroni of Chicago, who
also received a gold medal for leading the U. S. 19th Century field.

Col. Don H. Silsby of Brookhaven, Ga., also exhibiting 19th Century U. S,
was awarded the Barkhausen Cup and a silver medal in this field.
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The research award of the Society of Philatelic Americans was presented to
Lt. Col. Max G. Johl of Chicago, for an exhibit of machine cancellations on the
Famous Americans series of 1940. Col. Johl is president of the U. S. XXth
Century Postal Cancellations Society.

Vincent Domanski, Jr., of Philadelphia, president of the Society of Phila-
telic Americans, exhibiting 19th Century Russia, was awarded the Col. Hans
Lacerloef trophy.

The Saul Newbury Trophy went to Matthew J. Huss of Evanston, Ill., whc
showed U. S. and foreign covers, including historical caricatures.

The ““club’ award—the Charles E. Severn Memorial Trophy—went to the
Polonus Philatelic Seciety, which exhibited Poland Souvenir sheets, first day
covers and the Krakow issues.

The Saul Newbury Medal, awarded for the first time this year to the stamp
collector who contributed most to Chicago philately in the past year, was
awarded to David Lidman, stamps editor of The Chicago Sun.

Mr. Newbury was the honored guest of the society at its annual dinner,
and personally presented the Newbury Medal. Mr. Newbury, an honorary
member of the C. P. S. was presented with a gold membership card by the
Society. This presentation was made by Harry L. Lindquist, editor and pub-
lisher of ““Stamps.”’

More than 200 persons attended the Newbury Dinner, the largest affair of
this kind ever held in Chicago.

In addition to Mr. Newbury and Mr. Lindquist, others at the speakers’
table were: Harold C. Brooks of Marshall, Mich., famed collector of Confede-
rate States; Dr. Clarence W. Hennan, director of the American Philatelic
Society and donor of the grand award; Lt. Col. Max G. Johl, author of the
Crawford medal winning ‘‘The U. S. Postage Stamps of the 20th Century’’;
Stanley B. Ashbrook of Ft. Thomas, Ky., famed 19th Century U. S. authority;
Barnard L. Voorhees of Laguna Beach, Calif., formerly one of the best known
of Chicago dealers, and Anthony C. Russo, president of the C. P. S. Elmer
Stuart, vice-president of C. P. S.; was toastmaster.

Messages of congratulations to Mr. Newbury were read from members of the
Royal Philatelic Society, London, the Collectors Club of New York, the Brazilian
Ambassador to the United States, and others.

William H. Schulze, immediate past president of C. P. S., was presented
with a gavel, symbol of his office for two years, by Mr. Russo.

Mrs. Clarence Brazer

Mrs. Esther Stevens Brazer, forty-seven, interior decorator and author of
the book ‘‘Early American Decorations,”” died recently at Flushing Hospital.
Flushing, Queens.

She was the wife of Clarence W. Brazer, architect, stamp writer, student
and dealer, and made her home at Innerwyck, the second oldest house in Flush-
ing, at Union Street and Bayside Avenue, which was built in 1670. The Brazers
bougzht the house in 1938, and since that time had refurbished it completely
while retaining its original construction. It was one of several old homes in
the district opened early this month to the public during Flushing Tercentenary
Week.

Mrs. Brazer was born in Portland, Me. She attended an art school in Port-
land and took graduate work in interior decorating at Columbia University.
She taught for a time at Cornell University, and also conducted classes at the
Central Young Women’s Christian Association in Manhattan, at Mineola, L. I.:
Hartford and New Haven, Conn., and in Monteclair, N. .J.
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Music Sheets for Stamp Collectors

By Eprra A. WrigHT and JosepHINE McDEviTT

Reprinted by permission from ‘“Antiques’ Magazine.

Stamp-conscious Americans will find that the polkas, waltzes, and galio-
pades of the past are of real interest in their portrayal of significant and roman-
tic developments in the history of the United States Mail. In this field, Ameri-
can sheet music has contributed its share in commemorating pictorially as well
as musically many of the leading events as they occurred.

In the days before the ‘‘common carriers’ transported the mails, pigeon-
post, the earliest air mail, was the medinm employed when speed was required.
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Figure 1
Fig. 1—Railroad Music Sheet (1828). Hand-
colored wood engraving by J. Sands, show-
ing The Ohio Velocipede departing for
Wheeling and Cincinnati. One of the trav-
elers is admonished “Don’t forget to drop
my letter in the Post Office at Wheeling so
it may get to N. Orleans the next day,”
proving that, even in those early days,
friends could not be trusted to post a letter,
The earliest railroad ‘“mail” music sheet
discovered by the authors.

The message from New York to President Jefferson in Washington, announcing
the arrival of the Louisiana Purchase deeds from France, was carried by a pigeon
in about four hours, while the fastest land transportation required four days.
In the first part of the nineteenth century, such carrier pigeons were a favorite
subject for sheet music. Covers showing a dove flying over New York City
carrying amorous messages to the lovelorn are not uncommon. 7The Love Letter
is the title of a very unusual sheet published more than a century ago, picturing
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stampless letter sent from New York to Philadelphia via ship about 1820,
handstamped New York, May 9, with a rate script marking.

Many of the packets, steamboats, and ocean liners that played an important
role in the development and progress of mail transportation have been beauti-
fully and accurately reproduced on music covers. Before the mail service across
the oceans came under government control, private sailing vessels haphazardly
carried mail addressed to the ports for which they were bound. In March 1845,
however, the Postmaster General was authorized by Congress to enter into con-
tracts with owners of American ships for the regular transportation of mail
upen the seas. November 1, 1847, Edward Knight Collins and his associates
made a contract to build, under naval supervision, five steamships to carry the
United States Mails between New York and Liverpool, and a few weeks later,
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Figure 2 Figure 3

Fig. 2—The Express on Sheet Music (1852). Fig. 3—Early Aeronaut on Sheet Music.
Lithograph of the office building of the Commemorating Professor Wise’s ascension
Adams & Co.s Express, a contemporary of in 1859 in the balloon Jupiter. From the
the famous Wells, Fargo and Company. Library of Congress.

From the collection of 1. F. Yonge.

the United States Mail Steamship Company, the world-renowned Collins Line,
was organized. The Atlantic, shown on The Atlantic’s Return Schottisch, was
the first of the Collins ships to sail to Liverpool, leaving New York April 27,
1850 ; the Baltic. her sister ship, sailing in November of the same year, is also
found on a music sheet.

In addition to the ocean liners, mail-carrying river and lake steamers were
often pictured on music. The packet Martha Jewett (1853), home port in St.
Louis, and the City of Alton (Fig. 1), United States Mail Line steamer of the
Memphis and St. Louis Packet Company, make attractive covers for the music
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of this period; two Hudson River boats, the Reindeer (1850), and the Kmnicker-
bocker (1851), are delightful cover designs. Other carriers of the mails featured
on sheet music are the United States Steamer (1848) of the Black Ball Line,
the Powhatan, a United States Naval steamer, the Illinois (1855), Crescent City
(1854), and the Ericsson (1853), named for John Eriesson, builder of the Civil
‘War Monitor.

The railroads, from their inception, were naturally an important factor in
the growth of mail transportation. Even before the first steam railroad in the
United States was built, this mode of carryving the mails was sugeested on a
contemporary sheet of music. The Baltimore and Ohio started the construction
of the first railroad for general transportation of passengers and freight July 4,
1828, and shortly thereafter (July 23, 1828), there appeared a piece of music
entitled The Rail Road (Fig. 2).

Figure 4

Fig., 4—Musical Postal Card (1875). To
comply with the postal regulations, the
card is printed: This is not a lawful United
States Postal Card, and adds graciously,
You may write the address & message
where you like. The legend on the stamp
reads: Not U S Postage Not One Cent.

In July 1838, Congress designated every railroad in the United States a
post route. In February 1839, William F. Harnden started his express service
which operated between Boston and New York, and in April of that year, this
pioneer expressman was commissioned by the United States Post Office Depart-
ment as a mail carrier, and given the contract to transport letters and papers
from Boston to New York. Later his contract was extended to include service
between other cities. Harnden’s Line acted as an important auxiliary to the
United States mail service. Harnden’s Express Line, Gallopade & Trio is a
charming memorial (Fig. 3).
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Of especial interest to the philatelist are those pieces of music which were
folded, hand-stamped, sealed, and actually sent through the mails, sans envelope.
General Harrison’s Tippecanoe Grand March was sent in this manner from
Baltimore, Maryland, to Mrs. A. Vanwyck of Nashville, Tennessee, May 6, 1840,
the same day when the first postage stamp was put into use in Great Britain.

When John Wise made his famous ascension in 1859 in the balloon Jupiter
he carried with him the first air mail sent from any post office in the United
States. A fine portrait of Professor Wise hovering egenie-like in a Jupiter-type
balioon decorates the cover of the Aerial Polka (Fig. 5).

™ MY SISTER JENNIE

NEW YORK

W™ A POND & CO

BOUCHLR b wan A % " wiEwEE A aNG
e upwrsIES

B Bitenm & Ca. »
RODY & CABY

Figure 5
Fig. 5—U. S. Stamps Set to Music (1864), Lithographed by Sarony, Major & Knapp, these
stamps are so accurately reproduced that they can deceive even the expert. Rumor has
it that at least one of these covers was cut up and the stamps sold separately as originals.

In 1864, six years previous to the Act of Congress forbidding the reproduc-
tion of postage stamps, William A. Pond and Company of New York City pub-
lished The American Stamp Polka. Lithographed in colors by Sarony, Major
& Knapp, it shows seventy canceled stamps of the 1861 and the 1863 issues
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arranged in groups illustrating the one-cent Franklin, the two-cent Jackson, and
the three-cent Washington stamps. In the copy shown in Figure 6 six bona fide
Urited States stamps of the 1869 and 1870 series are pasted on the right- and
left-hand margins. A similar sheet, the Stamp Galop, published by Oliver
Ditson in the same year, shows both foreign and American stamps, forty-three
of them, in colors. These two rare stamp covers are much-sought collectors’
items.

Congress authorized one-cent postal cards in 1872, and the first of these was
placed on sale in May of that year. Three years later William A. Pond and
Company commemorated the event by bringing out the Postal Card Galop
(Fig. 7), dedicating it to the Honorable Thomas L. James of New York City,
Postmaster General in President Garfield’s cabinet.

Trolley cars, to the uninitiated, are not ordinarily associated with the
carrying of the mails, but the Post Office Department has always considered any
rolling stock to be a Railway Post Office. That the Post Office in 1895 used this
means of transporting the mails is evidenced by music published that year,
called optimistically The Trolley Mail Galop, showing a trolley car actually used
for that purpose.

The first letter-box for the collection of mail was erected August 2, 1858,
but pillar and other receiving boxes were not authorized until March 3, 1863.
These apparently offered no inspiration to composers until 1879 when The U. S.
Letter Carriers was published. Tts cover gives an idea of the type of lamp-post
letter-box in vogue at the time, the style of uniform worn by the mailmen, and
the kind of mail-bag carried. Rural free delivery was inaugurated in 1896
and the rural letter carrier was pictured on The Village Postman, published in
1905 by W. F. Shaw and Company of New York.

There are doubtless many other sheets depicting events in the history of
the United States Mail ; its record is filled with dramatic incidents, in its fulfill-
ment of the slogan: ‘‘Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays
these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.”’
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Brazil

THE BLUE ‘‘CAT’S-EYES’’ OF 1854
Their History and Philatelic Classification

By RoBerTO THUT *

Dr. J. Fred Emerson has published in the American Philatelist (Vol. 55,
no. 5, of February, 1942) the result of his studies regarding the Brazilian 20-reis
stamp of 1850. This article was reproduced in Portuguese at my request in the
Boletim Filatélico Bandeirante (Vol. 1, no. 4, of June, 1942).

As a result of this publication the subject was discussed at some length at
two meetings of the Paulista Philatelic Society, vide Boletim Filatélico
Bandeirante, Vol. 1, no. 4 (June, 1942), pages 231-2, 249-50, 252. At these dis-
cussions new material came to ligcht which showed how much interest Dr. Emer-
son’s article had aroused in regard to one of the values of the so-called ‘‘cat’s-
eyes’’ series which had hitherto received little attention here.

The following notes are about two other ‘‘cat’s-eyes’” stamps of the same
period. Like the 1850 20-reis variety, these were originally prepared for a
special purpose and their use afterwards extended to the prepayment of ordi-
nary correspondence,

Fig. 1—Cover remitted from Campinas to Constituiciio, on August 31, 1868, franked with
two blue “cat’s-eyes” of 10 rs. (The addressee of the letter is the grand-father of Dr.

‘When the question of the style of Brazilian airmail stamps was discussed at
a meeting of the Paulista Philatelic Society, the case of our 10 and 30 reis blue
stamps of 1854 (Yvert Nos. 19 and 20), which were issued specially for payment
of postage on newspapers, but are cenerally classified as ordinary stamps from
the fact of their use having extended to all kinds of correspondence, was cited.

This matter of the blue 1854 stamps is worthy of study and discussion by
Brazilian philatelists, because their history has not yet come fully to light;

o 'I\;I)ember of the Paulista Philatzlic Society and Historical Institute of Sio Paulo
(Brazil).
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though there is no doubt whatever that they were issued specially for payment
of postage on newspapers, they were used on ordinary correspondence and ac-
cepted by the postal authorities for the latter purpose.

In my collection of Campinas postmarks I have a cover that was sent from
Campinas to the then Village of Constituicio (now the city of Piracicaba),
dated August 31, 1868, and franked with a pair of blue 1854 10-reis stamps
(Fig. 1).

This shows that blue ‘‘cat’s-eves’ were actually used on ordinary corre-
spendence ; but we know of no proof that newspapers were ever franked with
any other stamps while the 1854 blues were in circulation.

The regulations in force at the time were those of December 21, 1844, ap-
proved by Decree 399 of the same date, and they contain the following provisions :

““Art. 183—O0s portes das cartas conduzidas por correios de terra e mar sao
fixados pela maneira seguinte:
Correio de terra Correio de mar

ALE 4 OILAWOR: o < mase v hiai ors s 506 60 120
AlD 6 OItAVOS «uis v sis s m s massa 90 180
ALS. B QIBVOS! xoi b s 1o 9150, o5 s 120 240

A assim progressivamente, acrescentando-se em cada duas oitavas,
aos portes de terra 30 reis, e aos portes de mar 60 rs”’.

‘““Art. 186—0 minimo peso para as cartas, livros, autos e mais papeis sera de 4
oitavos, e o porte menor que se poderd receber nos correios serda o de
30 reis.”

‘““Art. 183—The rates for letters carried by land or sea mail are fixed as follows:

Land Mail Sea Mail
Up to 4 Qrachims .. q 6 e 56 oo ss 60 120
p t0 6 Arachms ... w e sl 90 180
Uh 0 8 ATACHME o« «o oy o o siaocs 120 240

and so on, adding 30 reis for land mail and 60 reis for sea m/ail for
each additional 2 drachms.”

“Art. 186—The minimum weight for letters, books, documents and other papers
is 4 drachms, and the lowest rate to be accepted by the Post Office
is 30 reis.”

The specification of the stamps to be used on correspondence is contained in

“Art. 190—Os portes serao pagos sempre adiantados, e s6 em selos fixados nas
cartas de dentro e fora do Império, de valor de 30, 60, 90 réis, e por
diante na mesma progressao, se o governo julgar conveniente haver
selos de maior valor.”

““Art. 190—Postage is payable in advance and only in stamps affixed to letters
from within or without the Empire, to the value of 30, 60 and 90
reis and so on at the same rate, if the Government decides to issue
stamps of higher values.”

We learn from these provisions that the minimum postage was 30 reis in
stamps the minimum value of which was also 30 reis, and that the government
conld, if it wished, issue stamps of higher value than 90 reis, but not lower
than 30 reis.

From this it follows that a newspaper or other printed matter, however
licht, was to pay 30 reis postage. As the average postage for letters (at least
on the basis of old covers in my collection of Campinas postmarks) was 60 reis,
a charge of 30 reis for the postage on a newspaper was pretty high, especially
if we take into consideration that an annual subscription to the Jornal do
Commercio of Rio de Janeiro in those days cost 25 mil reis, which is less than
100 reis a copy.
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It was for this reason that the Imperial Government, desirous of facilitating
and increasing the circulation of newspapers throughout the country, decided to
establish the following by means of Budget Law 396 of September 2, 1846 :

“Art. 19—As folhas periodicas, seja qual for o seu formato, com suplemento
ou sem ele, avulsas ou emacadas, pagarao de porte as nacionais 10
reis somente cada uma, e as estrangeiras uma quantia igual 4 que
pagarem as nacionais em cada um dos respectivos paises. Esta
disposicao nao compreende os folhetos encadernados ou brochados,
ficando assim declarado o artigo 186 do Regulamento de 21 de
dezembro de 1844.”

“Art. 19—Periodicals, whatever their shape and size, with or without supple-
ment, separately or in packets, shall be liable to 10 reis postage
only for each one in the case of Brazilian periodicals, while foreign
periodicals shall be liable to postage to an amount equivalent to
that payable by Brazilian periodicals in the respective foreign coun-
tries. This provision does not include bound or sewn booklets; and
Article 186 of the Regulations of December 21, 1844, is thus made
plain.”

This provision thus repealed Article 186 of the Regulations then in force,
transcribed above, in so far as newspapers were concerned, and introduced for
the first time the 10-reis postage stamp, which is precisely the first value in the
series of ‘‘Goat’s eyes’’ (Yvert no. 4) which were ordered to be prepared by
the memorandum of the President of the Treasury of September 29, 1846 to the
Director of the Mint, directing the latter to

‘“ . . . abrir com urgencia um selo de 10 rs. para servir nas admin-
istracoes do correio para o porte dos periodicos conforme o artigo
19 da lei do orcamento de 2 de setembro.”

* . . issue as quickly as possible a 10-reis stamp for use in the
postal department for periodicals in accordance with Article 19 of
the Budgetary Law of September 2nd.”

In this way we had a 10-reis postage stamp. Although the memorandum
above quoted made it clear that the stamp was for periodicals, these instructions
were internal, between the President of the Treasury and the Director of the
Mint, w1t]10ut the slightest participation on the part of the Post Office or even
of the Imperial Mmlstrv to which our postal service was subject at that time.
When the 10-reis stamp was put into cireulation no notice of any kind was
given to the public making any explanations as to the circulation and object of
the stamp. Presumably this was because the purpose in view was simply to
create a rate that did not exist previously, in order to provide for the carriage
of newspapers. It was therefore not a special stamp for newspapers; so much
so that old covers are often found franked with the ‘‘goat’s eyes’” 10-reis stamp ;
and no government order is known giving this new stamp any special category ;
i.e., defining or restricting its use to newspaper postage.

At the same time as the 10-reis there appeared also the 180, 300 and 600 reis
““ooat’s eves,”” the issue of which was authorised by implication, by the pro-
vision in Article 190 of the Postal Regulations of December 21, 1844—‘if the
Government decides to issue stamps of higher values.”’

In 1850 the ‘‘goat’s eves’’ series was substituted by the ‘‘cat’s-eves,”” to
which a stamp for 20 reis was added, under Article 99 of Decree 637 of Septem-
ber 27, 1849, as the rate for delivery to domicile for the post offices of the Court
and the Province of Rio de Janeiro, which Dr. Fred Emerson dealt with in his
last article.

The ‘‘cat’s-eye’” series, printed in black, was in circulation when a notice
was issued under the date of June 22, 1854, by the Accountant of the Court Post
Office, to the effect that

N3

)
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“ . . . mno dia 1°. de julho proximo vindouro em deante nao se
dard andamento algum aos jornais ou folhas periodicas que nao
forem seladas com o0s novos selos de cor azul dos valores de 10 e
30 reis e especialmente destinados para tais impressos. Estes selos
acham-se 4 venda nao somente na casa da administracao do correio
como em outras de diversos particulares, que tem a seu cargo aquela
tarefa. E assim como nao terao expedicao os jornais que nao estejam
selados na forma expressada, tambem serao recusadas as cartas que
tenham os referidos selos de cor azul, os quais s6 podem ser apli-
cados nos jornais e folhas periodicas.”

= . . from the 1st of July next no newspapers or other periodicals
w1ll be accepted unless they are franked with the new blue 10- and
30-reis stamps, which are specially intended for such printed matter.
These stamps are for sale at the House of Administration of the
Post Office and also at the establishments of various private persons
to whom this task has been entrusted. Newspapers not bearing
these stamps will not be accepted, nor will letters bearing the said
blue stamps, which must only be used on newspapers and other
periodicals.”

There was no legal enactment prior to the notice, authorising or determining
the issue of these two new blue stamps. Incidentally T am of the opinion that
there would be no need for a special law or decree for the purpose, for Article
190 of the Regulations of December 21, 1844, already reproduced above, says
nothing about the color of the stamps, so that the government was free in the
matter. The only special requirements for postage stamps are in Article 192
of the same Regulations:

“Art. 192—O0s selos serao estampados em papel mui fino e fixados nas cartas e
mais papeis com substancia tao glutinosa que se faca dificil sua
separacao sem que se lacere.”

““Art. 192—The stamps shall be engraved on very thin paper and affixed on let-
ters and other papers with a substance so adhesive that it shall be
difficult to remove the stamps without tearing them.”

Apart from this provision, we find the following in the same Regulations:

“Art. 195—O0Os selos serao mandados estampar pelo mesmo Governo e pelo modelo
que julgar melhor, e s6 serao vendidos nas casas das administracoes
dos Correios e naquelas a que o Governo conceder essa authorizacao,
dando todas as providencias para que o publico possa compra-los a
qualquer hora.”

“Art. 195—The government itself shall have the stamps engraved in whatever
style it thinks best. The stamps shall only be sold by the Post Offices
and by establishments authorised by the government for the purpose,
all steps being taken so that the public may be able to purchase them
at any hour of the day.”

The only requirement, therefore, was in regard to the ‘‘very thin’’ paper
and to the kind of gum—such as to hinder the removal of the stamps. All the
rest was to be done in ‘‘whatever style it thinks best,”” without any limitation
as to the color.

If, however, there was no previous law determining a special color for
stamps for newspaper postage, it is only natural to enquire why the Post Office
took this step.

There is no documentary evidence available, so we can only surmise. In
my opinion the reason was as follows: All postage stamps, from ‘‘bull’s-eyes’’
to ‘‘cat’s eyes,’”” were printed in black, including the low values ordinarily used
for newspapers. Now as periodicals, even if folded, would usually be larger
than letters and also printed in black, this might cause difficulty to the postal
employee who had to postmark the stamps on newspapers, on account of the
color being the same as that of the printing on the newspaper itself. This may



136 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST

have given rise to the idea of having stamps of a different color which would
be more easily seen on the newspapers, thus facilitating and speeding up the
service.

We must remember that the Imperial Government always took the greatest
care that the Post Office should be useful to the Press, so much so that they
even laid down in Article 50 of the Regulations of April 12, 1865 that post-
masters should serve as ‘‘agents for subseriptions to periodical publications.”

The object of establishing a different color for stamps from that of the
printing of the periodicals was therefore, in our opinion, to make the remittance
of newspapers more rapid and efficient.

As pointed out, this is of course only a conjecture, another possibility being
that the Imperial Government, with its continual interest in the circulation of
newspapers, may have introduced stamps of a special color in order to enable
it te maintain statistical control over such circulation by this means.

lLieaving this question aside let us continue our investication as to the
catecory of the blue ‘‘cat’s eves.”’

We have already seen that the blue 10- and 30-reis stamps of 1854 were in-
tended solely for franking newspapers and that they were valueless for franking
any other kind of correspondence. According to what is alleced and also proved,
however, the blue stamps were used on letters as well, in defiance of the legal
provisions. This makes their philatelic classification difficult. What no one
has yet attempted to find out is when they began to be used on ordinary corre-
spondence, and also when newspapers and other periodicals began to be franked
with other stamps than the blue 10- and 30-reis.

From the small amount of material I have been able to examine, and of
which T unfortunately did not take note, I am under the impression that the
blue ‘‘cat’s eyes’’ began to be usea for letters without any objection on the
part of the postal authorities only after the issue of the new Postal Regulations
of April 12, 1865, approved by Decree 3443 of the same date. By these Regula-
tions the use of the blue stamps on ordinary correspondence became quite legal.

Although these 1865 Regulations did not expressly repeal the use of the
blue 1854 stamps for newspapers, they contain a provision which indirectly
abolished the purpose for which these stamps were first issued :

“Art. 16—0s jornais, publicacoes periodicas, brochuras, livros, encadernados,
catalogos, prospectos, papel de musica, e quaisquer avisos impressos,
gravados, litografados ou autografados pagarao a taxa de 20 reis
por porte simples de 40 gramas ou fracao de 40 gramas, qualquer
que seja a distancia que tenham de percorrer dentro do Imperio.
Esta taxa subird na seguinte progressao:

- & - S 3 N S P T Y T B 80 ETAMAB. . 00w e o 40 reis
) E A e W Ry 80 @& 160 Sramas .....coue e 80 reis
5 ] T R RSy 160 a 240 gramas ........... 120 reis

e assim por diante, aumentando sempre dois portes por 80 gramas
ou fracao de 80 gramas que acrescer.

Para que possam estes objectos gozar da modicidade de taxa de
porte acima fixada, deverao: pagar previamente o devido porte; ser
cintados de modo a conhecer-se facilmente o seu conteudo; e nao
conter outra declaracao manuscrita que nao seja o endereco do dis-
tinatario, e quando muito a assinatura do expe&idor. A falta de
cumprimento destas condicoes sujeita-os 4 de cartas ordinarias, para
serem expedidas.”

“Art. 16—Newspapers, periodical publications, paper-covered and bound books,
catalogues, prospectuses, music paper and any notices, printed, en-
graved, lithographed or handwritten, shall pay 20 reis postage for
each 40 grams or fraction thereof, whatever distance they have to be
carried within the Empire. This rate shall rise in the following
progression:



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 137

TDITEOF Bitr e b st ciass i rnabie 4 R0 LM s ws sw s 5s 40 reis
PO © (810 U0 2 afone: oo oot o 5100 10 180 Zram . .coonime v 80 reis
Brom: 1680 0 « «cnw'essienossine 2R QS PTETIIRL o 50 s e R 15 o ae! & 120 reis

and so on, always adding two postal units for each 80 grams or
fraction thereof. .

For these items to enjoy the low rate fixed above, the postage must
be prepaid, and the papers must be wrapped in such a way as to
enable their contents to be known with ease and must not bear any
handwriting other than the address of the addressee and at most the
sender’s signature. If these conditions are not fulfilled, the papers
will have to be franked at letter rate.”

In the case of loose (unwrapped) newspapers, there was the following
provision :

“Art. 17—Os jornais, circulares e quaisquer impressos avulsos, uma vez que
satisfacam as condicoes estabelecidas no procedente artigo, pagarao
somente a taxa de dez reis de cada exemplar.”

‘“Art. 17—Loose newspapei's, circulars and other printed matter, if they ful-
fill the conditions laid down in Article 16, need only be franked with
10 reis for each item.”

As seen above, the 1865 Regulations make no reference to special stamps
for the new postage rates they set up for newspapers, from which we deduce
that the 10- and 30-reis stamps of 1854 ceased to have the purpcse for which
they had been created, especially as the last Article (55) of the Regulations
revoked contrary enactments. Besides this, ‘Article 29 of the same Regulations
provided for the substitution of new stamps with the portrait of D. Pedro IT—
those of 1866—for the stamps previously in circulation. The following is the
text of the article:

“Art. 29—0O0s atuais selos serao substituidos por outros dos seguintes valores:
10, 20, 50, 80, 100, 200 e 500 reis, todos com a efigie de Sua Mages-
tade o Imperador. Cada serie de selos terd uma cor especial.”

“Art. 29—The present stamps shall be replaced by others with the following
values: 10, 20, 50, 80, 100, 200 and 500 reis, all bearing the portrait
of the Emperor. Each series shall have its own color.”

This conclusion is not merely my own personal interpretation of the pro-
visions of the Regulations, for I have also the more authoritative ‘‘ Instructions
for the carrying out of the Regulations approved by Decree 3443 of April 12
1865,” issued by the then Director-General, Luiz Plinio de Oliveira, on Decem-
ber 1, 1866. Article 21 of these ‘‘Instructions’ is clear and positive.

‘““Art. 21—Para o previo pagamento das taxas devidas pela correspondencia
destinada ao interior ou exterior, servirao, em concorrencia com
os selos das emissoes anteriores, enquanto estes nao se esgotarem,
as atuais estampilhas de 10, 20, 50, 80, 100, 200 e 500 rs., todos
com a efigie de Sua Magestade o Imperador.”

“Art. 21—For the prepayment of postage on correspondence for inland or
abroad, the present 10, 20, 50, 80, 100, 200 and 500 reis stamps
bearing the portrait of the Emperor shall be used concurrently with
the stamps of previous issues until the latter are exhausted.”

So we see that stamps of previous issues could be used for ‘‘prepayment of
postage on correspondence,’’ together with the new stamps bearing the Em-
peror’s portrait, until the latter were exhausted; i.e., for an indefinite period.
From the time when the 1865 Postal Regulations came into force, or the corre-
sponding instructions, the blue ““cat’s eyes’” could therefore be used on any kind
of correspondence, until they were exhausted, and that absolutely legally.
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One question remains to be asked. Does the fact of the blue ‘‘Cat’s-Eyes’’
having had their usage authorised for any kind of correspondence until they
were exhausted deprive them of the special classification they had until then?

I think not, seeing that the authorisation in question only had in view the
more rapid consumption of the stock of previous issues, so that the new stamps
alone with the Emperor’s portrait should be left.

If we philatelists want to deprive the blue ‘‘cat’s-eyes’’ of their classifica-
tion as special stamps because of the later authorisation for their use on any
correspondence until the stock was exhausted, then in Brazilian collections there
should be no special stamps in the classes of ‘‘airmail,”” ‘“‘express letter’’ and
‘‘additional rate,’” seeing that the use of these stamps for ordinary correspon-
dence was also authorised, in the last two cases also with the object of using
up the stock.

In fact I am convinced that only a lack of knowledge of the facts narrated
above can have led the old stamp catalogues not to include the 1850 blues in a
special class, for I am certain that if the real object of those stamps had been
known years ago, the Yverts and the Scotts would have classified them as
“Timbres pour journaux’’ or ‘‘Newspaper Stamps.”’

I have not had the courage to break away from the old tradition, nor did T
when I published my catalogue in 1934, as I was afraid it might shock the
philatelic world. Only Clerot has been audacious enough to do so, giving the
blue ““cat’s eyes’” their true classification as ‘‘Selos para Jornais.”’
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MATCH, MEDICINE, AND PLAYING CARD STAMPS ISSUED BY THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DURING THE PERIOD OF 1864 to 1883
—ALSO 1898 to 1900.

These stamps are of individual designs for manufacturing concerns.
They are various shapes and sizes and extremely attractive. They will be
found listed in Scott’s Specialized Catalog.

We hold the finest stock and can supply from the cheapest to the
rarities. They vary in price in accordance to grades, and as they were used
on bottles and boxes, this accounts for the scarcity in fine condition.

There is a constant and increasing demand, and we recommend that now
is the proper time to fill in your collection.

Want Lists by old or new numbers will have our careful attention, and
when sending, state what grade you desire as this is most important. If
you have never collected these fine old historic issues, we can start you
whether you wish to spend $10.00 or $1000.00.

TO THE ADVANCED COLLECTOR

We would be glad to furnish a list of the better grade and rare items
on hand.

We also have an assortment of Multiple Pieces and Die Proofs.

Let us hear from you on this subject.

U. S. 20th CENTURY REVENUES
We offer some of the scarcer and unusual varieties to fill in your sets,
all very fine to superb.
%—Signifies Mint or Uncancelled
U—Signifies Uncut
P—Signifies Punched Initials

DOCUMENTARY AND STOCK TRANSFER

R269 5 ....@ $4.25 R278 P ..@ $1.25 R279 U ....@ $2.60
R280 i@ 2.60 R289 o Q) .80 R314 % ....@ 1.25
R316 % ....@ 3.00 R320 % ....@ 2.50 R322 ..@ 10.00
R328 U ....@ 3.560 R330 P .@ 17.00 R330 U ..@ 15.00
R333 P ..@ 5.50 R376 U .@ 2.50 R402 U ..@ 1.00
R406 P ....@ 17.50 RD84 U ..,.@ . 2.50 RD85 P ....@ 17.50
RD110P .... @ 2.9b RD133P ....@ 1.50 RD135P ....@ 3.25

WINE AND CORDIALS

Those signified by ¥ are mint. Others are uncut and may be either used
or uncancelled whichever way supply may be.

RE17T % ...@ $ .75 RE13H ...... @ .25 REL08 :...- @ .45
RE19 % ...@ 20.00 RHE141 ... @ .18 RE111 ..... @ .40
REb64 . onse @ 1.25 RE146 ..... @ 12 RELLE <o @ .86
RE80 «we s @ 1.00 RE160 ..... @ .75 RBEELY .5 @ .65
RES83A% ...@ .20 RE158 ..... @ 1.50 RBE128 .0 @ .20
RES89 % ...@ .35 RE168 ..... @ 1.10 RE133 ..... @ <110
RE93 % ...@ .50 RE31 % ...@ 6.50 RE136 ..... @ .40
RBELO0T: «..5- @ 1.50 RE53 % ...@ 1.50 RBE142 ..o @ .30
REI11I0 s @ .40 RES65 % ...@ 3.00 - RE147 ..... @ .22
REL] 2. cawst @ .65 RESL, ..v.5: @ 2.00 RE162 s @ .80
REETR 52s. @ .45 RES84 oo i Q0 .40 RBL60 . @ 1.60
RE122 ..... @ .70 RE108 ...-.. @ 1.10 RE2 ..., @ 1.25
REL3L ... @ .10

RI1 to RISy set 8 va. @ $1.25
A large variety of others on hand and your want lists will be appreciated.

ECONOMIST STAMP (0.. INC.
87 Nassau Street Aﬁ. New York 7. N. Y.
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The Double-Decker Scott

UE IN DECEMBER, the CoMm-
BINED EDITION OF ScorT’s 1946
STANDARD PosTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE
offers Volumes I and II bound together.

The “Double-Decker” has 1,755 pages,
yet 1s easy to handle. It is full bound
in dark green cloth with gold stamping.

Order your copy now and avoid dis-
appointment, for the supply is truly

limited.

Send $5 to your dealer today!

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

1 West 47th Street New York 19, N. Y.

W holesale Only.
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS

ﬁ] UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS
* & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

Complete except for the great rarities, this 104-page
catalog, with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con-
venient reference, lists and prices all major varieties of
the countries included. It serves not only as a valuable
check list and guide, but also as a reliable source of supply
for these popular stamps at economical prices. Every col-
lector needs this useful and authoritative catalog. Send
for a copy today if you do not already have one,

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

URITED STRYES STAMP!
® 5 msse »

BRITISH NORTE AMERI(H

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE y

MODERN EUROPE
With 128 pages, informative write-ups, and beautiful s it
illustrations. this comprehensive catalog lists and prices .
one of the most attractive of all special groups : The 20th
Century Issues of Modern Europe. Here you will find —
from Andorra to Vatican City — those attractive stamps
which tell so vividly the story of our own times, and
which have enjoyed such rapidly inereasing popularity in
recent years. Scnd for a copy today and see for yourself
why “Modern Europe” is one of the most interesting and

important stamp catalogs ever published.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS

Devoted to one of the most popular of all the special
groups, this beautiful illustrated 112-page catalog lists —
from Aden to Zanzibar — the 20th Century Issues of the
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far as we know,
it is the only publication of its kind in the world; and
since it is backed by what we believe to be the most
comprehensive existing stock of British 20th Century
issues, we feel certain you will find it invaluable : both as
a reference list, and as a convenient source of supply —
at favorable prices — for these none-too-plentiful stamps.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

AIRMAIL STAMPS

“Quite the finest thing in the airmail line to appear in
the U. S. A.”—George Van Den Berg. “Best presentation
yet made of the fascinations of collecting airmail stamps.
A must for every collector.—Stamps Magazine. “One of
the finest volumes. . .. In effect, a complete priced catalog
of the world’s airmail stamps.”—Linn's Weekly Stamp
News. “Attractive prices.”—Camden Courier-Post. “Most
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen.
... A valuable guide and check list, well worth a dollar.”
—Weekly Philatelic Gossip.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL

To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying—at
generous prices—collections and accumulations of postage stamps, provided
they are worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisals, good prices and prompt
payments—with no haggling or delays—have made us innumerable friends
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . . Send for our free booklet of val-
uable information, “If You Have Stamps to Sell,”” and read it for your own
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request.

H. E. HARRIS & CO. - Transit Bldg. - BOSTON 17, MASS.

o
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ACE
HIGH

for

Results

You Don’t Gamble
When You Sell Your
Stamps Through . . .

Harmer

Rooke & Co.

Auction Sales

RECORD AFTER RECORD
HARMER, ROOKE & CO. continue with the ‘‘finest series of auction sales ever

held.” In the past few months more records have been broken than ever
before in philatelic history. The staggering total of approximately
$450,000.00

has been realized at our auction sales in just over two months’ time.

We believe this to be an all-time world record for any firm of philatelic auc-
tioneers. Chief item among the many thousand sold during this period was
the block of 8 United States 24c air mail inverts which brought $27,000.00,
while scores of “‘lesser lights”” exceeded the $1000.00 mark.

The moral is that if you have fine stamps to sell — you cannot do better than
sell through

HARMER, ROOKE & CO.

It costs no more, and whether your collection is worth $1000.00 or
$100,000.00 the same scrupulous care and attention is given your stamps.

HARMER. ROOKE & (0. A

360 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19. N. Y.
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GIMBELS
MINT SHEET ALBUM

Gimbels Famous Mint Sheet Album. 100 glassine pockets
looseleaf in sturdy, hard covers. For your full sheets

of U B ST . o v b s oo i B a6 %5 b e 8 $4.50
Gimbels Famous Mint Sheet File. 24 glassine pockets,
HOBNY WOVOE . in 1nsassahe ek sbsnl s oo m s b smembo .00

Gimbels Famous Pocket Stamp File. 24 glassine pockets.
Handy for plate number blocks. Fullest protection .. .15

Gimbels Special Stock Book. A safe place for your loose
stamps. 15 loose-leaf stock sheets, 10 pockets to the
page, 814 x 11, spring-back binder .................. 3.50

National Album. Sturdy loose-leaf album for U. S. stamps.
Fully illustrated. All spaces numbered by Scott’s
Catalog. A must for U. S. Collectors. (Weight 8 Ibs.) 6.17

American Album. Bound volume for the junior collector
of U. S. stamps. Fully illustrated with numbered
gpaces.. (Weight 3 1bE ) < :sawnmmes s as bom s oo 1.32
Mail and phone orders filled for $1.01 and over.

Beyond Gimbels delivery area, postage extra please.

GIMBELS

World’s Largest Stamp Departments
9th at Market, Phila. 5, Pa. 33rd St. & B'way, N. Y. 1, N. Y.
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GENERAL

STAMP COMPANY

100 NASSAU STREET

New York City

We carry a complete Line of

20th Century and New Issues

SELECT FROM THOUSANDS OF SETS IN STOCK

ASK FOR DETAILS ON OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE

Store open daily from 9:30 A. M. to 7 P. M.

L. TANKEL, Propr.

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL NEEDS

OMETIME every collector wants
S sonie special service. He wants to

sell his collection for the best pos-
sible price; he wants to buy a great
rarity or an unusual group of stamps,
not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information
about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-
mission, for collectors who wish to add
to their collections or dispose of them
in whole or in part. Collections for
disposal are examined without cost
(except postage) to the owner and
commissions are charged only on com-
pleted transactions. If you want to
buy or sell

Always Ask Morgenthau

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.)

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y.

XMAS 1898

-CANADA-
XMAS 1945

At Christmas time, 1898, Sir William
Mulock, Canada’s Grand Old Man, intro-
duced Penny Postage everywhere in the
British Empire with the popular 2¢ Map
stamp. A sheet of these imperforate has
just been discovered. This is in the lav-
ender shade. To the best of my belief
only 2 sheets of these were issued. We
can offer a superb unused pair at $40.00
or a block at $80.00. They would make
an ideal Christmas present for the ser-
ious B. N. A. specialist.

We can also supply mint copies of the

lavender, pale blue and dark blue shades
in sets of three as follows:

Good mint singles ....... .65 Blocks $2.60
Fine mint singles ....... .80 Blocks 3.50
Very fine mint singles ...1.00 Blocks 4.50
Superb mint singles ..... 1.20 Blocks 6.00

N.B. 10% discount if you remit by check,

U. S. bills or M. O. payable at New York
City.

B. N. A. List No. 25, 3¢ Postage

J. N. SISSONS

204 Glenrose Ave.

TORONTO 5 CANADA
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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
COLLECTION

H. R. HarmER, INc. proudly announces
that, on instructions received from the
Executors and Trustees of the Estate, they
will offer for sale in the New Year the
personal collection of Franklin D. Roose-
velt, late President of the United States of

America.

Arrangements concerning the dates of the
Auctions, public exhibitions, etc.,

will be announced.

H. R, HARMER, INC.

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N, Y.
Telephone PLAzA 3-6482

In association with H. R. HARMER, 3942 NEw BoND STREET,

LoxpoN, W. 1, Auctioneers of the “Arthur Hind” Collection

SIS |




COLLEBOTORS OLUB PHILATELIRT

Boston Auction Sales

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would bre
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying

for them.

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales
will be allowed on any desirable items.

DANIELF. KELLEHER

7 Water Street

Room 404

Boston, Mass.

Regular Monthly Auction Sales
*

Three Days’ Sale Each Month
(1800 LOTS)

Catalogue Free Upon Request.
We provide every possible serv-
ice including appraisal, expertiz-
ing, and cash in advance.

Lots will be carefully deseribed.

*

BILLIG & RICH
55 W. 42 STREET, ROOM 630-1
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Specialists & Experts for Foreign Stamps.
Over 25 Years in Business.

Phone PEnnsylvania 6-7637

Monthly Auction Sales

At The Collectors Club in New York

WINTER AUCTIONS

Now n Preparation

We will be happy to com-
municate with collectors de-
siring to take advantage of
the present high market.

Write for Catalogs to

Laurence & Stryker
7 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y.

VIII
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CANADA & B. N. A. ESSAYS and PROOFS

I Now Have The Most Extensive Stock in Existence. Am Always Happy to Show or Send on Approval.

I HAVE THE MOST IMPORTANT AND VARIED STOCK OF

U. S. ESSAYS & PROOFS
Send for my U. S. Price List.
Selections sent on 3 days approval at attractive prices. References requested from new customers.

CLARENCE W. BRAZER
415 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
The Only Dealer in Essays & Proofs Exclusively
(N. E. Cor. 43d St.), Tel. VAnderbilt 6-1777

Why Pay More?

AUCTIONS

If You Live Within 300 Miles of New York,
OUR SATURDAY AUCTIONS
will interest you.
®
We sell several hundred lots at each
sale of particular interest to general

collectors.

Several important lots now being
readied for sale.

Lots are on display from Tuesdays
to the day of sale and catalogs are
free.

If you are thinking of disposing of

your general collection, our service will
be of particular interest to you.

PAUL BLUSS
51 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y.

Italian Stamps
Retail Catalog
DE LUXE EDITION

Italy & Colonies, San Marino
Vatican City — 142 pages,
300 illustrations, 1000 offers.
Price: soc refunded with first
minimum $5. order. Postage:
10C extra.

D. S. BOLAFFI

551 Fifth Ave. ﬁk
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

In Continental Europe:
Ditta A. Bolaffi—Turin, North Italy

ESTABLISHED 1894

THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE

SPECIAL

PARTICULARS FREE

All business correspondence and the New Issue Service will
be carried on at the following address until further notice:

ANNOUNCEMENT

Phone:

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Rotherfield 153

My Strand Office is still open and a good stock and wide range of British and
British Colonials is available for filling in wants and missing varieties.

Rieduecnd “Staftf

Business As Usual in Spite of

IR. ROBERTS

PHONE—TEMPLE BAR 2888

Dealer In Rare Stamps
Importer of New Issues

430, STRAND, W.C. 2
CABLES—EXSTAMPUS, LONDON




VISITING
U. S. A.

and

CANADA

OUR EXECUTIVE MISS ETHEL HARPER
WILL BE IN NORTH AMERICA DURING

APRIL, MAY and JUNE
1946

visiting the following towns

Baltimore New York
Boston - Philadelphia
Chicago Washington
Montreal Ottawa
Quebec & Toronto
Miss Harper is looking forward to renewing old contacts and making new.
Those collectors wishing to meet her are asked to write our.London office

in the first place so that appointments may be arranged. Full details of her
itinerary will be announced later.

IF IT IS ADVICE YOU NEED ON

Buying & Selling at Auction
COMMUNICATE AT ONCE WITH

ROBSON LOWE, LTD.

STAMP DEALERS, AUCTIONEERS
& PHILATELIC PUBLISHERS

50 Pall Mati,

London, S. W. 1
Cables: STAMP PICCY LONDON. Phone: ABBEY 4034




WHETHER YOU ARE SELLING
CLASSIC STAMPS

This 180r of Brazil
cat. $100. realized
$140. in our Sale
of October 16/17.

OR

Modern

Pictorials

Frorﬁ our October 2/3 Sale:

Lot 75-—East Africa and Uganda 20r
brought $45.

Lot 138—Egypt 50pi brought $85.
Lot 143—Egypt 100m on £1 sold for $45.

IT PAYS T0 SELL through H. R. HARMER, INC.

Mr. Bernard Harmer is now in charge of our American office. Before
leaving England in October he concluded arrangement with many prominent
dealers and collectors whereby they can obtain lots in H. R. Harmer, Inc. sales.

Take advantage of the current high prices in London and Europe and write
or call Mr..Bernard Harmer. He will be pleased to give personal attention to
your enquiry.

If you want the highest prices for your collection, H. R. Harmer, Inc. will
ensure your satisfaction. December and January sales are now in course of
preparation. Take advantage of the present boom—write Bernard Harmer
today!

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

32 East 57th St., New York 22, N. Y.
Established Over 50 Years






