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EDITORIAL.

We hâve heard from a number of our members who a r e ’ e n th u sia stic  overa. meeting in  
Miami, th is  November, to  ooinoide w ith  ^Florex^, the F lorida State P h ila té lie  Sooietyts 
E xh ib ition  and meetingo Hâve even heard from Arthur. Courtney, M iddlesex, England, 
who is  planning to  be there» W rite to  Robert Topaz as to  the p ro b a b ility  of you 
going, so th a t he w i l l  hâve a fig u re  to  work on, in  making plans w ith  the F lorida 
members* The F lorida p h i la t e l is t s  of our Group hâve assured us th a t th ey w i l l  see to  
i t  th a t we hâve a fin e  time w hile there* , So -  .l e t  Bob lmow whether you w ill. be able 
to  a tten d . In e id e n ta lly , Miami i s  a wônderfui p lace to  v i s i t .  Lots of entertainment . 
fo r  everyone and fin e  foods o f every d escrip tio n  and priced  fo r  everyonets pooketbook*

Your E ditor has been having sorne d i f f i c u l t y  in  g e ttin g  the Journal mimeographed fo r  
the past couple of is s u e s , due to  mechantcal trou b les w ith the machine he was u sin g, 
through the kind o ff ic e s  of a fr ie n d . About th a t tim e, wheh th in gs looked, to  say 
the le a s t ,  d i f f i c u l t ,  he m s able  to  Wswap** a small p rin tin g  press th at he no longer 
used, fo r  a good, e le o tr ic  mimeograph. maohine th a t i s  now in s ta lle d  in  h is  workshop 
at home. We should hâve no fu rth er trou ble  w,ith p rin tin g  now.

Last month we sent out recommendations fo r  o e rta in  changes in  our c o n stitu tio n , th at 
we f e l t  would make fo r  a more f le x ib le  organ isation  and would g ive  more co n tin u ity  
to  our Trustée group.
In order to  make th ese changes i t  w i l l  take a vote of 73^ of the membership, or 
around 96 a ffirm a tiv e  v o te s . Reg Lant S tates th a t to  date he has reoeived I3 r e p lie s .  
As Reg is  going to  be out of the country from th e e a r ly  part of June, i t  is  im peràtive 
th at we reço ive  your re p lie s  as soon as p o ssib le  so th a t he can oount the v o te s . I f  
these propositions are acceptable  to  the membership, we hope to  hâve the co n stitu tio n  
printed  w ith  the changes voted , by the July  Journal.

# * * * * * * * * * * *  * *

For the f i r s t  time sinoe the Grosser Ganzsachen-Katalog,. published by the la te  
Dr. A sher, over 30 y e a rs , a new catalogue o f P o sta l S tatio n ery  of the World is  in  
the process of bekng p ublished . Edited by Alexander D«. Gage and published by Higgins 
and Gage, I n c .,  23 No. Santa & i i t a ,  Pasadena, C a lifo rn ia . I t  i s  appearing in  seotions 
and Section  1 , oovering Aden to  Azores is  q u ite  complété g iv in g  ourrent net prioes 
fo r  th is  type o f m ate ria l, based on a c a re fu l cheok of présent market p r ic e s . We 
are asking the publishers i f ,  when the oatalogue is  oompleted, whether i t  may be 
obtained by o o lle c t in g  a re a s , in  our in sta n ce , the B*W. I .  and B.N.A. oount r ie  s*
I t  i s  in  loose le a f  form at, and oan thus be supplemented r e a d ily . We f e e l  th a t th is  
i s  a muoh needed p u b lica tio n , and w i l l  reçoive  the e n th u sia stic  support of a i l  
o o lle o to rs  o f th is  type of m a te ria l.

One o f our members while returning from Europe by b e a t, dropped a very valu able  
diamond rin g  overboard. Last week w hile atten d in g a banquet a t whick f i  ali was sorved, 
he b i t  in to  something hard. I t  was a fishbono.



NEW MEMBERS:

The fo llo w in g  nemr membarsî p h i la t é l ie  preferen ces and a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i l l  be found 
in  the March, 1965 Journalt

BLACEMORE, HENRY JACK, 79-8! Hanover St** K ingston, Jamaica.

FOSTER, THOMAS, Cook P it  C lose* Kerry P it  Way, K irk  E l la ,  ï ï u l l ,  Y o rk sh ire , G.B.
!

HALL, ROBERT R, 9757 Tappenbeok D rive , Houston, T exas, 77O55.

HA,Y, RALPH GORDON, 767 Smythe St*, F red rio to n , N*B., Canada.

MAYNARD, DAVID M ,, 1250^ Knoll D rive , Los A lto s ,  C a lifo r n ia .

SIîANR, VICTOR C , , Channel D rive, Tampa F lo r id a .

STEPHENS, FREDERICK, I9 Leeds Road, St* Johns, W akefield , Y o rk sh ire , England. 

WARD, RONALD, [j_8 Banner Cross Road, E o o le s a ll ,  S h e ff ie ld  11 , Y o rk sh ire , England.

* * * * * * *

NEW APPLICATIONS:

HOPPE, JAMES M ., <J?0 Lobitos O ilf ie ld S jL td * , Brâtannio House, Finsbury C irc u s , 
London, E. C• 2* England. Occupation, C hauffeur, C o lle c ts  Bahamas stamps and 

postm arks, Member R ed h ill P h i la t é l ie  S o c ie ty .

PENDLETON, ROBERT E ., 828 N.E‘. l[jth  S t» , Port Lauderdale, F ia . ,  O ccupation, 
E le c tr ic ia n *  C o lle c ts  Ic^sh Centuyy U .S*, B r it is h  Am erica. ■ S p o c ia lt ie s ,  tJ.S.A. 
I85I and I897 3^ issue* Member Fort Lauderdale Stamp C lub, Knox Stamp Club, 
Rookland, Me*

SCHWALM, ALBERT J*,ljp22  R ipplebrook, Houston, T exas, 770)1.5. Occupation, In s . 
d a im s Examiner. C o lle c ts  Jamaica and Hawaii* Member A .P .S . ,  U .P .S .S . P .S .S . , 
P h i la té l ie  L ite ra tu ra  A ssn ., Houst on P h i la t é l ie  S o c ie ty .

TOPAL, DR. HERBERT, [jlOl N. E, 10bh Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, F i a . , Occupation, 
P h ysio ian . C o lle c ts  B r it is h  North America* Member A .T .S . ,  S .P .A .

. .  * * * % * * * ** * * *
ADDRESS CHANGES:

MAGUIRE, HERBERT A .,  Home A ddress, 231  Dunvegan Road, Toronto 7 , MAILING ADDRESS, 
^ Royal London & Lancashire Ins* Co#, )|)j-)i£ W ellington S t . ,  E . Toronto, 1 .

MANDEL, GERALD, a f t e r  A p r il  1 , 26 Moorocraig Road, Petorsborough, Ont. Canada.

AUSTIN, RAY H ., R iversid e  C o ttage, K ingis Somborne, S to ckb rid ge, H an ts., England

J* L • FREDRICK, Zip No. Q00)j5•

C lin t von P oh le , Zip No* 9Lj_QLj_l.
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NEW ISSUES, FURTBER PRINTINGS, e tc .

BAHAMAS new d e fin it iv e  issue - January 7, 1965* See Crown Agentts Broohure 
inclosed  w ith  th is  issue# • -,

BARBADQŜ  new d e fin it iv e  issu,a> Reloasa date to  be announoed.

MONTSERRAT, new d e f in it iv e  .issu e, Release date t o b e  announoed#

JAMAICA, Xth Parlism entary Conférence. C onsisting of three values; ^d» showing 
Gordon Hou se , £d® showing Headquarterts ,.Hquse. and l/£  showing the House o f .. 
Assembly, Spanish Town.» D esigner, .V® W hiteley,. ,printed'by Harrison & Sons*,Ltd, • 
by photogravure process w ith Pineapple .watermarko In connection w ith the l/£  
va lu e, we hâve the fo llow in g le t t e r ,  in  p a rt, from the I n s titu ts  of Jamaioa? ...
»The H isto r ic a l acoount given fo r  the 1/5 stamp, th e  House of Assembly, Spanish^ 
Towni is  inaccurate and we th ih k  y  ou, would be in terested  to  3m ow th is  . The statement 
th at i t  was one of 3 build ings bui.lt as a .memorial to  Rpdneyis v io to ry  in  I7B2. is  
e n t ir e ly  false® In 1*7)|)[j, the .House of Assembly passod an act to  erect a house fo r  
tho Assembly® This build in g took n early  20  years to  complet©* and t.ho general 
consensus is  th at f t  was probably f in is h e d .in  about 17^2, about the same time as 
Kingts House, whioh faced the House of Assembly on the-opposite side of th e  square# 
Afber the tr a n s fe r  of the c a p ita l to  Kingston in  18704» the House .of Assembly was 
used fo r a number of purposes* I t  acc.omodated the Beckford and Smith School, and 
now houses the P arish  A ibrary and othen lo c a l  Government offices®»
This had reference to  the le a f le t  issued by the Crown Agents and whioh went to  our 
members w ith  the January Journal®

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Hâve re cel ved a le tte r-fro m  E® F®Aguilar reading in-part» ###we w i l l  be having as 
le a s t  ii. to  3 new issu es th is  y e a r, commencing w ith  the G ir l Guide set o f 3 stamps, 
follow éd w ith th e Omnibus sé r ié s  of the S alvation  Arrny, Télécommunications and 
C h u rch ill, Then th ere  w i l l  be one commémorative in  September fo r  W illiam  Gordon®
Our Parliam entary House i s  named a fb er W illiam  Gordon, known as Gordon House®» •

SKAP COLUMN: - . •. .

For Sale -  BWISC Handbooks -  No® 1 ,  P o sta l H istory of BWI by L, E. B ritn o r, $>1*75, 
No® 2* P o sta l lÆarkings of Barbados by B a s il Benwell and L# E, B ritn o r, $3 *00 ,
No. 3 , P o sta l H istory of Trinidad to  1862# fcy John M arriott,. <$[j_®00, a lso  fo llow in g  
sectio n s of Royal P h ila té lie  C o lle c tio n  » .B r it is h  A u stra la s ia , Great B r ita in  and 
B r it is h  A s ia , a i l  h a lf  .price® ■ , • Rog.H® Lant®

Wantod «• To buy Cayman Islands Double Ring ca n ce lla tio n s on oover. .
Isaac K irkland. . •

1 ‘ ’j ;

- • * * # : * * * *  * * # *

Byron Cameron sends in  the fo llo w in g , whioh he b e lie v e s  to  be an o r ig in a l discovery$ 
»I hâve found a p a ir  o f the current B r it is h  Honduras QE I I  iss u e , o f the 

10/  dénomination* .T^ith in verted  watermark® I t  i s  a used p a ir» .

Has anyone any fu rth er inform ation on th is  v a r ie ty î



By Paul A . L arsen ,

TATliiXo tho prim ary su b ject o f th ese notes is  the K»G. Y l / -  «white back« (S cott î s 
59, S.G . 59a)# a few h is t o r ic a l  notes concerning a i l  th ree  o f the Leewards 
«white backs« may be in  order fo r  gén éral o r ie n ta tio n . Why,whon and where we>re 
th ey issued ?

WHY -  The Crown Agent»s co l or sohemé, deveioped during £hs re ig n  of K .E .Ÿ ïI , 
required th e  use o f co loréd  paper in  the p rin tin g  of c e r ta in  dénominations' o f 
c o lo n ia l stamps,  Y ellaw , Green and Blue papers were used, r e s p e c t iv e ly  fo r  ^d#, 3/- 
l / -  and 2/6cU stamps.
A shortage of y e llo w  and green colored-through (vat dyqd), papers occurred düring 
e a r ly  I9 I3 . The Leeward Islan d s* a long w ith  se v e ra l other co lo n ies  „ (Grenada, 
M ontserrat and the Cayman Is la n d s , e t c , ) ,  had requested su pplies o f stamps norm ally - 
prin ted  on y e llo w  and green papers about ‘t h is  tim e . A temporâry expédient o f 
su rface t in t in g  white paper by means of an inked r o l le r  was reso rted  to  during th is  
sh ortage. The p re v io u sly  issued  3d. and l/ *  values ( in 'e a r ly  I 9 I3 ) , to g eth er w ith  
the f i r s t  issu e  of the 3/- value o f the f i r s t  K.G.V issu e  were prepared fo r  the 
Leeward Is la n d s , L ife  was short fo r  the «white b ack s« i a i l  th ree  values appearing 
on normal oolored-through paper during the summer of 191^.
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LEEWARD ISLANDS K.G. V -  ONE SHILLING «WHITE BACK»

W HEN -  The standard catalogues a re n tt very  s p é c if ie on th is  p o in t:

Catalogue Catalogue Number Date o f Issu e .
3 a . - X 7=-

Gibbons 5f& None s p e c if ie d
M ichel ' March l ç l k
Minkus % 57 19 %  .
Sc ott 58 , 59 60 19 %

One might assume from th e preceeding th a t l9lip i s  probably c o r r e c t .  But i s  i t ?  
in  two previous Works on the Leeward Is la n d s , 4 *E. Hopkins ■ and Harry E. Huber2 
olaim  th a t November I9I3 is  the co rre c t date of is s u e , Hopkins c i t e s  f f lf f ic ia l  
Revenue Returns fo r  M ontserrat I9I3-X9IIJ. ( f in a n c ia l year ending March I9IIJ.) as h is  
referen ce  d a ta . This report apparent l y  menti ônad th e '^ d ..a n d  l / -  valu es as having 
been issu ed  during November, I9I3* N o .sp é c ifie  inform ation was in d ica te d  fo r  the 
3/- v a lu e . *

WHERE *• The M ichel oatalogue (ccu rte sy  o f the Minkpc E d ito r) , S ta tes  th a t a i l  
th ree  o f the«white backs« were issu ed  only in  M ontserrqt. The Hopkins book s ta te s  
th a t the 3d. was iss.ued only in  M ontserrat. Ho d aim s th a t postmarks o f other 
islan d s in  the Fédéral Colony in d ic a te s  p h i la t é l ie  usage» "Was M ontserrat th e  so le  
supply o f one or a i l  o f the «white backs«/
The w r it e r ,  u n fo rtu n a te ly , oan not co n trib u te  much more to  the where or.when on 
th ese stamps. I  hâve .séen 3d. s in g le s  w ith  a M ontserrat c a n c e lla t io n  dated I9II1 
but w ith  the day and year m issin g , A 3/- value t ie d  on a ré g is te re d  cover w ith  
a ST JOHNS, ANTIGUA c a n c e lla t io n  dated Jàn.' 1*7,  lçl]^_ apparent l y  d isproves the 
Michel ca ta lo g u a is  issu e  date o f March 191]^* fo r  a i l  v a lu e s . A l / -  value t ie d  
to  a re g is te re d  cover w ith  a ST KITTS A l2  duplex dated June 8* I9II4. i s not e a r ly  
enough to  ohange the s to r y , I  urge th e memborship to  look  through t h e ir  re sp e ctiv e  
c o lle c t io n s  fo r  dates and p laces which could shed somo more l ig h t  on t h is  f i f b y -  
year old p u z z le , I s h a ll  be happy to  ta b u lâ te  any fu rth e r  fin d in g s in  the Journal.

Regarding the l / -  v a lu e , when is  a «white baok« r o a l ly  whiteT This ra th e r  in te r e s t-  
fng problem probably did not e x is t  u n t i l  s orne years a f t e r  191^. A  p rofusion  of 
shados hâve re su lte d  from the p rin tin g s  De La Rue produced over the y e a rs , Huber3
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liste plates 1 and 5 as haxâng boen usod for tho Die X koyplato printings on MC&CA 
paper. Porhaps other plates wore also used* Can anyono verify this?
The blaok ink of tho hoad plato and duty plates portions of tho l/- range in shade 
from a jet blaok to grayish.or olive gray. Tho gr.eon paper ranges in sbades from 
doop green to almosjr white. How does one tell an Malmost white” from a truo ^white”? 
Tho obvious answer i's- look at tho-front-— provided one knows what should be ;ln, front© 
The quest for a positive moans of identification rosulted in tho tabulation beiow® 
Unfortunately hot ail of tho copies available for examinâtion had discernable 
dates on tho cancollations. Tho last listing under each shade shows tho ramber cf 
copies examinod whioh had neither date or-location which could be road.. Duty plate 
color is givon first where duty and head plates are montioned*

I. Blaok fa Black (jet) on Green. II.. Blaok & B
RWnffe Pack'?
lao>. c:i Freo x Surface

1 . JA 18 13 St«Johns, Antigua 1 . JA 2 0 % St j J okns, Av t igua
2 * KE 4  % — 2» MR ai,. tr «

3 * F3 ? 1}± 3 * AP 20 ap Il H

k * DE ? I3. * Montserrat u» AP 25 ip
5. «to mm Montserrat 5* AP 2 7 11̂ - —
6* * * St Kitts 6* Jü 8 % *** St. Kitts

7* * - * Virgin Islands 7* JU ? 1[}. - -
8. - - 10 no details ' 8. — -̂St. Johns, Antigua

9* - - 3-Montserrat
III» Blaok fa Grayish-Black. IV. Blaok fa-Light Gray on Green»
1 . OC ? 2L4. Virgin Islands- l. . * 2 0  18 Antigua
2* Mt 11+21̂ St» Kitts 2* SP ? 15 Antigua

3 - MY 11 28 Virgin Islands 2* * * é^Antigua

k - DE 2 7 35 Antigua •

5*. î î 31 Antigua
6* JA 12 29 St* J ohns-, Ant igua

7 * * * 6“ Antigua
V. Blaok & Light Olive-gray on 

very light Green
VI,» Black.fa Olive-greyron Faint 

Green surface almost white back.
1 . ? 1 20 **** Nevis 1,1 AP ? 30 Antigua
2* JY 15 21 Dominion 2<► .? ? 30 St* Johns, Antigua
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3 .  OC 28 2 l **** V irg in  Gorda, V irgin s 3 . ? ? ?3 Antigua

* - ^-Antigua
v  -  - 2-Antigua

5-  ̂ " 1 -Ne v is
5* “  -  . 1-Domlnioa

V II . B lack  & 01ive«*gray on L ight Green.

1 . SP 3 20 Antigua

2 # ? ? 21 V irg in  Islan ds

3* FE 2 26 Antigua

11# DE 2 7  28 Dominica

5* JU 29 3 O St» K itts

6 . *  - 3 . -Antigua •

‘ 7* m «• 2-Dominica

8 . -  - 1 - S t .K i t t s .

* -  B look, ** Large b lock , *** -  Covor, **** -  On P ie o e .)

Porhaps another observer would hâve seen e ith e r  more or fower shades than the 
w r ite r . Howevor, the important th in g  is  th a t the stron gest evidence in d ica to s  th at 
the b lack  and b lack  on green surface f u l f à l l s  the roquirements fo r  a tru e  »white , 
baok” .  Two points support th is  conclusion* Shade 1 , the f i r s t  p rin tin g  by Hubert ŝ - 
issu e date of Jan. 9, 1913, i s  b la ck  and b lack  on green. Since the «white back»f 
p rin tin g. fo llow ed c lo so ly  on the h e lls  c f  the f i r s t  p r in tin g , i t  i s  vory l i k e l y  
th at the samo batoh o f in k  would hâve been u t i l iz e d .  Type I I ,  the r e a l t*white 
backM, has the co rrect range o f ca n co lla tio n s which one would expect to  fin d  on*a 
stamp issued  during la te  I9I3 or e a r ly  I9II1.

Shade VI cah often  be mistaken for. the true Hwhite back’t because of the vary fa in t  
shade: of greenish-blue paper* The known d a te s , a i l  from the e a r lÿ  19301s, are 
much la t e r  than would-be: expected on stamp issued more than 13 years e a r lie r *

As f in a l  chock, a SPECIMEN overprinted l/ -  Hwhite back,f was exami ne d* Here again  
the duty and hoad p la te  portions were printed  b lack  and b lao k . The presence o f gum, 
however, makes the back hâve a s l ig h t ly  greenish  t i n t .  Tv  ̂ gum t in t s  the baok ju s t 
enough to  make i t  look l ik e  tho vory fa in t  greenish  Shade V I. I t  i s  concluded, 
th e re fo re , th a t a mint stamp does not n e c e s s a r ily  provide a good comparison unless 
tho co rrect shades of in k a lso  appear on the fron t of th is  stamp *

p
Tho Type II  ta b u la tio n  shows th at the l / -  values must hâve been re leased  in  Antigua 
(and probably a lso  in  S t .  K itts .) , in  ad d itio n  to  M ontserrat. More inform ation 
would be most welcome.

Referencess
1 . The Postage Stamps of the Leeward Is lan d s, A .S .H o p k in S jE d in b u rgh j^ ^ p  2O*
2* ,TLeoward Islands> I89C-I927” ,Harry E.Hubcr, The Stamp Lover XX, p 2 °8 *
3 » Op C i t .  XXII, p I29.

Op C i t .  XX, p 2O8.



TOWN CODE CIRCULER DATESTAItiPS OF SAINT LUC IA.
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By Robert J . Do-mux.-

Outlinod below are the e s s e n tia l fa c ts  r e la t in g  to  the town i n i t i a l  C.D .S. o f.th e  
la te  ninoteenth oentury used in  S t .  L uoia..

Most a u th o ritie s  àgree th at thera were only s ix  ty p e s-in  e x is te n ce , when, in  fac'tr, 
oight p o sto ffio e 'sw ere  in  operation a t the tim e. . Does th is  mean th a t two post o ff­
ic e s  -were without-'-dat estampa? I doubt. i,t *. -A post o ff ic e  oannot function  without a 
oanceTling d evice , ^hese are the towns -that supposedly e x is te d î

Town Sise E a r lie s t Latost

*rC« (C astries ) 19g-mm#
*îD” (Dennery) 2 l mm*
WLW (Laborie) 2 l  mm*
ŵ ii ' (Miooud ) ’-2l  mm*
«S» (S o u frière) * £1 mm* 

nVFti (Vieux Fort ) - 2 l  mm* .

March 12 , 1881]. • 1903
1891 X9°5X891 1910
1889 1906

Sopt. g , X885. 1905
1889 1912

The above dates are those kaown to  me$ any.member who can approximate or b e tte r  
theso dates would be g r à t e fu l ly  acknowledged i f  he^gets in  touch w ith  me. These 
dates are th e - e a r lie s t  known, but I  f e e l  o e rta in  the. marks were a i l  in  use in  
1885* E a r lie r  dates may yet be.found. £he towns were a i l  opened by 1885> s.s 
shown below. -

• Town . ; . • Date Opened.

C a strie s  
Sou frière  
Vieux Fort 
Canaries 

■ ;- ‘'Choi‘s0ûl 
7y ’ •Dennery 
•^Mt^Lab-orie

A i l  the above are acoounted fo r  except Canaries and C hoiseul, both w ith thé i n i t i a l  
,rCV. But these post o ff ic e s , wëre in  opérâtioui •’What did th ey use fo r  oanoelling 
mail? I b e liev e  th ey used a C .D .S. s im ilar  to  C astries#  A i l  ttC*1 marks before 
I895 are lûg- mm., but I hâve a few 1895/96 th a t -measure 2 l mm., bringing them in to  
lin e  w ith vhe other towns• 1  think$ vhen, th at to  d iffe re n tia te ' between wcw

(C a str ie s)  and »C» (Choiseul or Canaries) one would hâve to  measure the C.D.S. I9J- 
mm* fo r  C a s tr ie s , 2 l  mm. fo r  the other two® I f  anyone has a oover from the towns 
o f Choiseul or Canaries from the period I885 0 I9O5, the th eory would be v e r if ie d  
or disproved in  a flash *

T h is , o f co u rse , poses another problèm, .how to  t e l l  the d iffére n ce  between 
Canaries and Choiseul* Frankly, I  b e liev e  th a t th ey were id e n tio a l.

I know th at s orne of you membors l ik e  a challenge and th at i s  whi I  hâve brought 
th is  out. I may be wrong on t h i s ,  so le t  us hear from you* and I' hope wo can 
etim ulate s orne thought on th is  topio* ;

(E dit or t s Note* I hâve one (Micoud) showi.ng la to r  date than you in d icato * 
16 DE I9IO. A lso  hâve s in g le  rin g  from (Castries ) »»C'* th at measures 2Ip mm® dated 
JA I5  06# For your inform ation*)



HAMPSTEAD, JAMA ICA had a single ring cane 9 H at ion, from the available evidence* 
Robert Topaz Ka.s just sent on information received from Bert Latham showing that 
Hampstead had a single ring mark -  dated during June and July I889* This mark 
was not listed  by Nioholson nor any author since» This office was opened on the 
6th of March 1889# and the fir s t recognized mark used there ms the squared circle*  
tho earliest date known of this mark being Sept» ^rd, I89O* This new discovery 
f i  Ils in the unknown gap* The mark is  2énD1* in diameter, in blaok ink, has no 
index marks, and conforma to the early single ring marks in a il  other details* 
Congratulations on your close observation, Bert,

* * * * * * * * * *

NEW SINGLE RING DISCOVERY.

«THE BEARDED ONES»*

Early Spanish explorers, impressed by the bearded fig  trees growing there, gave 
the name of Barbados -  »»tho bearded pn0STt ta  the. eastern»most of the Caribbean 
Islande. Today the bearded ones are. mostly.retired English gentlemen, relishing 
the olimate that is famed for tfarresting the decay of v ita l power conséquent upon 
old âge**,, together with économie : conditions which permit a princely standard of 
living on a few pounds per week* Only 21 miles long by miles at the widest point 
area 1^6 equare miles -  denselyxpopulated Barbados contains s cane 200,000 people, 
blaoks outnumbering whites by nine to one« Prosperity ri ses and fa Ils with the 
price of su^ar, the principal ©rop® Cotton the seoondary crop and the number of 
touriste, who hâve now becorne aQother important industry*

• *',* '*• * * * * , * * * * *

OURRENT POSTOFFICES IN.BARBADOS,

p u m m e * ,  m * m m  ■ . , m  t m a
SMCX MOK St* AB» St. 2VjZ.IT
m m  m m  a s m
â®# "Wf
ST* GEORGE ST. LUCY

OURRENT MONTSERRAT. POSTOFFICES

PLYMOUTH, (G.P.O.) DYERS ST*. JOHNS
BETHEL • HARRIS ST. PATRICKS
wUDJOE HEAD SALEM ST. PETERS.

CURRÊNT; CAÏMAN ISLAND POSTOFFICES.

GEORGETOWN,(G.P.O.) HELL SPOT BAY (BRAC)
BODDENTOWN = • LITTLE CAÏMAN STAKE BAY (BRAC)
CREEE (BRAC) t, NORTH SIDE WEST BAY (BRAC)
EAST END >. SAVANNAH 

SOUTH SOUND
WEST END

;ï CURRENT ANTIGUA POSTOFFI CES

ST. JOHN» S (G.P.ol) ’ , CEDAR GROVE OLD RQAD
ALL SAINTS . FREETOWN . ' • PAHHAM
BARBUDA , JOHNSONS POINT SEATONS
BEDNALS . LIBERTA * *
BOLANS NELSON» S DOCKYARD



HOTES ON ANTIGUA

By Mark W* Swetland,

As prcanised in  the la s t  NOTES, th ese w i l l  be devoted to  th© data so g ra cio u sly  
supplied by Mr. Crawford U, Paton, He has a lso  boen kind enoûgh to  fu m ish  tho 
w rite r  w ith  a oopy of th© Charlton Henry 'sale catalogue) and g ra te fu l thanks ar© 
due him, Mr* Pat on wrote as fo llo w st

"Th© f i r l t  p rin tin g  o f th© Antigua s ix  pence by De l a  Rue on Crown CC paper 
perforated  l2g (SG I5 ) o f p)|£ sheets or 29 *52$ Stamps m s  orderod on 2 9 ^  Nov*
I37I* and invoiced  and d elivared  on ]^th December, 1871* As the la s t  provious lo t  
o f stamps was d elivered  by Perkins Bacon to  Houghton & Gunn fo r  Antigua on
£bh July 1871^ i t  is  almost c e r ta in  th a t the De La Rué stamps went on sa le  in  I872 
as l is t e d  by Gibbons*
"As to  how many mint copies o f  SG 1 ,. I5  and I9 e x is ta  i t  i s  o e r ta in ly  anyonets 
guess*
"From tho Pefkins Bacon record s, i t  would appoar th a t only 7]̂  sheets or 8*88$ 
stamps o f the f i r s t - p r in t in g ,  SG 1 ,  (plus 2 and 3) were d e liv o re d , On the other 
hand, sevan mint s in g le s , and a  mint b lo ck  o f  fo u r  o f th is  f i r s t  -printing were 
o ffered  in  the tw o-part Charlton H enry-sale which in d ica te s  th è ÿ  are a v a ila b le *
"SG I5 is  something e lse  again* Three p rin tin gs were made o f  t h is  stam p,.the 
f i r s t  of which i s  merrfcioned above* The two- a d d itio n a l p rin tin gs., each o f 2 ÿ * s h e e ts  
or 30,120 stamps, were invoiced  on l£ th  -June I873 and l^feh June 187L}.* This adds 
up to  a to ta l,  o f 89*76$ -stamps frem th e  th rea  p rin tin gs*  Y e t  ©nly two mint s in g le s  
were offered  gor~sale in  the Henry s a le ,
" I t  i s  v e ry  in te ra s tin g  to  note th a t f iv e  p a irs  o f SG 13  on oovar w ere o ffere d  -in 
w ith  three of the covers postmarked "A 18" and backstamped "Eng l i  s h Harbour" » T he- 
dates were l2 th  Maroh I877 and l2 th  February 1877* The p rices  r e a lis e d .fo r  these 
th ree  covers were $62*5$* $li}.0*00 and ÿ lj^ O O
"Now fo r  the re a l"s lô ep o r" • There were only two p rin tin g s  of'SG 19 , th e  two pence 
halfpenny on Crown CC paper p erforated  1[|_» They consisted  o f 27 sheets -or 1 ,^2$ 
stamps (m u ltip let ~of'6û) invoiced  by De La Rue on Tth November 1879 nnd 33- sheats 
or 2*100 stamps, in voiced  on 'l^th A p r il  1881 'for a t o t a l  o f 3,^20-stamps*
" I f  these f ig u r e s  are  c o rre c t, and th ey are th e  o n ly  o f f i c i a l  records in -e x iste n o e , 
then SG I9  i s  very mùch under-priced and can be c la ss .ifie d  as a somewhat rare  
stamp* -
"The .Henry sa le  o ffere d  mint blocks o f  every  Antigua-stamp from '18^ * through 1^21 - 
w ith the exception o f SG I9 bf which th ere was only one mint s in g le ,
"To continue w ith tha.A ntigua s i x  pênes, th ere  were three p r in tin g s  o f  SG 18 ,
■ Crown CC perforated  1]̂ , T h e - f ir s t  p rin tin g  of 25X sh eets  or 30,150 stamps was 
invoioed l j t h  J u ly  I873, the second of. 2 ljl sh eets or. 2 8 *92$ stamps . on l3th- March 
I877 and the la s t  o f  ?)| R shoots or 29»7OO-stamps -o n ^ rd ' May I878 fo r -a  t o t a l  o f 
88*800 stamps*
"There was only one p rin tin g  o f ST 29*. -©rown CA-perforated 1^; This p r in tin g ;o f 
52 sheets or 6*142$ stamps was the la s t  use of the Perkins Bacon .s te a l p la te  and 
nhe quant i t  y  printed  ma bas t h i s  stamp a lso  somewhat o f  a .s le e p e r ,
"This Perkins Bacon p la te  was dafaced on l7bh August 18^ -and présented to -th e  
L ein star 'C o llectio n  in  th e  .Science and A rt  .Muséum, -Dublin* So ended over t h ir t y  ' 
yoars of a tru e  c la s s ic *
" I  dont know when E n glish  Harbour was closed  but I  do know th a t the post .o ffic e -  . 
in  S t .  Johnfs "AO 2n was opened in  I85O and th at the post o f f ic e  in  E nglish  
Harbour-was opened i n  1857* Antigua was put - on i t s  cwn "stamp-nwise"#*in 1 ^ '  
th ere should b© stam pless covers during th e  two years u n t il  the .Perkins Bacon ’ 
stamps were r.eceived*
" I  hâve been to ld  tha?t'SGh2v perforated  11 to  l2>..an<i.SG 3 ,  perforated  *1^- 
by 1 1  t o  I 3 ,  were t r i a l  sheets which o e r ta in ly  neve.r rea^hed A n tigu a, -eZ th & y  sjts



Your Group le ad e r i s  very ap p récia tive  o f the help and inform ation supplied by Mr*
Pat on and wel corne s mors o f the samo* . ’

Sinoo the la s t  NOTES appaared, the w rite r  hâs â ls o  -acquired a copy of the Antigua 
Shakespeare stampjwith the inverted  m term ark* Correspondance w ith the d ealer 
from whom th is  came raveals  the opinion th a t only one sheet of th is  -ma r i  et y i s  
believed  to  exist® Cah any o f . onr- readers shed more l ig h t  on th is  subject?

The auction  sa le  of Dr* Urwickts B r it is h  West Indies c o lle c t io n  la s t  Ootober 
demonstrated the keen in te r e s t  in  Antigua*. F a r t ic u la r ly  high p rices  were obtained 
-for a i l  the covers* both-pre-stamp and stamped* some of the lo ts  going a t about 
double the v a lu a tio n . -

% 3(C Jfs 3f(^«4c 9(<

Dennis Cartwrifeht repnrts th a t h is ‘ correspondent in  Grenada advises th a t S t c. P a trick s  
St® Johns* Mt. Rose, and PeàrlP there are no p o sto ffice s»  P earls  i s  the namn o f the ' 
a irp o rt and th© nearest p o sta l sta tio n , i s  Dumferlin©© St® P a trick s  i s  serve d by 
Sauteurs and St* Johns by Gonave® There m s  in 'e x is te n c e  a handstamp fo r  -St * Patrick® 
but i t  cannot.be traced® ; •

The fo llo m n g  a r t i° l^ ,  sont? in  by Gale Raymond and which appeared in  the Feb» 22 
issu e  of Sports I llu s tr a te d  t e l l s  o f a.now nation  in  the Caribbean, from which we 
w i l l  be able to  c o l le c t  s.tamps .(?): -

** Legendary A tla n tis  m s  a utopian is la n d  o f peace and p le n ty . I t  disappeared in to  
the sea* New A tla n t is  m s*  a t la s t  sighted* s t i l l  a f l o a t .  The Caribbeants la t e s t  
i-sland republic* new nation  o f the week* i s  dedicated to  pleasure and p r o f it  and 
plans, to  finance i t  se I f  by the sa le  o f postage stamps® Xts monetary un it i s  the 
Scruple* bocause people w ith  soruples are n ice* C itiz e n s  are requirod to  be gre- 
garious becauso New A tla n t is  measurer 8 fe c t  by Population® seven.
,fWo can stand up* ;m lk  arôünd and sa lu te  the f i a  g , a i l  o f which,wo do p o rio d ica lly » *  
reports President Leices-ter Hemingway* who m s  e lected  by unanimous vote# The v ic e -  
P resid o n t, Lady Pamela B ird.(yeff* New A tla n tis  has a Lady B ird)* i s  a B r it is h  
Subject* holding dual c it iz e n sh ip *  P resident Hemingmy d aim s récognition-from  the 
U. S.' Affcer ded icatin g th e  n ation ts f i r s t  postage stamp to  «Lyndon Baines Johnson* 
protect'or p f the fre e  world^* he gôt a thank-you note from, the-W hite Houso* and i t  
m s addressed to  him in  caro o f the Republio o f New A tla n tis *
Hemingmy not only foundêd the nation* ho b u i lt  i t .  I t  i s  constructed of bamboo 
and moored to  a promontory on the océan f lo o r  by 50 fe e t  o f cable* the ax le  and 
wheels o f a r a i l i ’oad car* an old Ford mot or blook and some sorap matai* I t  f lo a t s  
é i  m iles south ô f Jamaica on what Hemingmy hopes i s  èpon sea. Affcer b u ild in g  i t  
he claimod the northern ha i f  oï* the is la n d  fo r  the IJ, S.
An outdoorsman man and Write r.» Hemingway finanoed h is  is la n d  out o f the prcceeds 
of h is  la t e s t  book* a biography e n t it le d :  tMy Brothor* Ernest Hemingway^1 #

* * * * .  * * * % * * * *

One o f our te e h -a g e rsj b lo ss  fem* answering the té lép h on ai WMarie i s n î t  he're 
jü st nowy This i s  har l l ô  pbund* fiv ê - fo o t- th r e e *  blond* blue-eyed s is te r^ *

not known used. I f  th is is  so, they should be classified  as proofs®**



By. Gale. J , Raymond,

In Marcft, 1965* & tim ely  opportunity presented i t s e l f  to  h ie  am y to  th e Abacos, 
surveying p o s s ib ilit ie s -  in  cays and islan d  p roperties fo r  a Houston investment firm . 
Speeded by near~freezing tem pératures, (ye s, even .in  Houston), I .olamberecï eagerly  
from the plane a t West End, Grand Bahama, a f t e r  a few hours f l ig h t  and m s soon 
aboard ship* Our boat m s a 36 foofe a u x ilia r y  ketch, a two masted s a ilb o a t, the 
A/v/ ”Mary Harrison” ,  Captain George Lake, owner, a fe llo w  A ir  For&e vétéran» as 
m s  a lso  Jess T a rb e ll, the other nan aboard© S a ils  up, • o f f  we went a-ram bling, 
islan d  to  is la n d , oay to  oav, p a r t ic u la r ly  thope «for sa le ” or known soon to  be so, 
stopping over at the la rg e r  oavs to  inspeot acreage on the market. And a ls o  post 
o ffio e s  and Methodist Churchesi? Advontures there were a -p le n ty , but encugh of t h is ,  
th is  is  a p h ila té lie  and p o s ta l-h is to ry  n arratio n .

Sadly I. w&vaià a sa lu te  to  Fox Tcwn, Cedar Harbour and Coopers Town as we sped p a st, 
unable to  stop due to  wind, weather and anchorage co n d ition s. But three days at 
Green T u rtle  Cay almost made up fo r  i t ,  and before the t r ip  was out, I had oovers ivo 
from a i l  the Abaoo P.O. s and sub-P .O .s, Most other settlem ents I v is ite d ,, tairing 
oolor s i  ides of P .O .s'an d  Postm asters, ê t a . ,  ta lk in g  w ith the people, p a rtio u ia r ly  
the old-tim ers who has been a t W ilson C ity , Old P la ce , M i l lv i l le  and Corrrcmi'I, B lesa  
them, they a i l  weloomed me lik e  a lo n g -lo s t br other, ne ver hâve I f e l t  so «at home” .

GREEN TURTLE GAY is  quitea large  is la n d , in o red ib ly  b e a u tifu l.  The P.O. is  in  the 
«settlem ent” , New Plymouth. One reotangular build in g houses the Commissioner t s O ff­
i c e ,  the P .O ., L ib ra ry , Customs O ffic e , e t c .  D is tr ic t  Postmaster fo r  the Northern 
Abaco area is  Commissioner R. W. ” roddy” Kinder, who i s  Green T u rtle  Postmaster as 
w e ll ,  w ith Miss Linda Cash as C la rk . The P o s to ffic e  i s  an o ff ic e  desk in  one room, 
and a ch air fo r  the customer. The QE I I  se t m s  s t i l l  on s a le ,  only the of the 
new d e fin it iv e  sot m s  a v a ila b le , plus a few «Olympics” and «New C o n stitu tion ”!  s s.ue s . 
I t  has a sin g le  datestamp, a matai C .D .S, issued in  e a r ly  1960» The large  « t  
” COMiISSIONEBtS OFFICE” TRD has been used as a p o sta l oanoel, but the usual postmark 
is  the aforementioned c . d . s . '  Here we f i r s t  put ashore a sm all m ail w ith the ship- 
mark ”A/v/ Mary H arris on” , o an o ellin g  the stamps as per TJ.P.U. ré gu la tio n s* . M ail, 
weekly by m ailboat «STEDE BONNET” , aiid a irm ail 9 or é tim es par week. !

HOPE TGWN. on Elbow Cay, another a t t r a o t iv e ,  clean  -settlem ent. The P.O, i s  part - • 
o f the upper f lo o r  of the j a i l  b u ild in g , and shared by the Customs O ffic e .Ih e  New 
Postmaster i s  F lo ss ie  Mae A lbury, Only one C.D.S* e x is ts  in  the o f f ic e ,  a 
r e la t iv e ly  new une (I96 2 Î). Thé old brass, an ilbag se a l issued about I895 m s  - s t i l l  
here, ”H0PET0WN” around a crown. A s tr a ig h t- lin e  «PAQUEBOT” mark is  appliad  here 
to  mail .that has been posted a t sea and o o rre c tly  handled in  to  the P.O. by a sh ipts 
o f f ic e r .  Postage stamps on suoh m ail are aocording to  the boat t s reg istry ,.. or i f  a t 
anohor, Bahamas stamps, Mail weekly v ia  «STEDE--BQNNET”  a n d .a irm a il.& days per week., 
from Marsh Harbour a i r s t r ip .

MAN-Ô WAR CAY. Another f a i r l y  large  Cay, w ith  q u ite -a  large  settlem ent» plus a 
greati many homes of Americans who hâve so tt le d  h ere. Homes are very clean  and. neak... 
and the people’ h igh ly  in te reste d  in  events beyohd th e ir  own isla n d *  The P*0* ia  i n 
the sohoolhouse a t  the very top of- the is la n d , w ith a b reath taking view© Head- 
teacher H azial L . A lbury, H ©P, is  s t i l l  post ma s ta r ,  and w ith  years of p r a c t ic e , 
handles p o sta l a f f a i r s  w ith one hand and conduots lessons w ith  th e-oth erl-B en eath  
one window, a m ail s lo t  i s  su ità b ly  designated,. hcwever everyone ssmply hand s th^ 
m ail in  a t the window® A la s , no TRD romains, only a s in g le  C .D .S ., in  use s in o e - 
about 19^^ in serib ed  ”MAN- OF-WAR CAY”  • The et amp supply is  small," as m s  tb e  'vaux* 
in  a i l  P.O*s exoept MARSH HARBOUR. M ail arriéres weekly -«si-the **STBm Bcm&W and 
by dai_ly from tho Marsh Harbour»plane.

THE'ABACO ISLANDS MD CAYS, BAHAMAS,



.........  • - & -

GREAT GUANA CÂY. Anothor a tt r a c t iv e ,  ca y , not yot as »»popular»* as others in  th is  
cay-ch ain ,' but n everth eless showi-ng a steady in creaso in  American resid en ts and 
to u r is ts * . The P.O.. î s  down an enchahting path through oocoanut-palms to  a h i l l -  
slope on the n o rth e a st.side of tho cay» Here i s  Mr® C a rlin  Roberts» home as 
through a great many years,* ono fin ds the islan d  P*0®, overlooking a long,, lo n e ly , 
palm-fri*nged beaoh, without compare anywhere in  the world» Mrs* Roberts» fa th e r , 
Richardson Sands, was Postmaster before him, and o e rta in ly  long before I9 I3 , the 
e arliest-  postmark knowh to-me» Mrs. Roberts belâeves i t  m s  opened about loOO, and 
Mr* R ôberts, (âge ’j'j)* took over in  1925* The sole  métal datostamp is  a C.*D„S., 
issued  ; about 1§  y e a r s a g o ,  howetfor the same old o r ig in a l ink-pad and in k m s  
s t i l l  in  use® The b la c k  pigment in  tho ancient in k  can had long ago so tt le d  to  the 
bottom ,  leavin g only a brown re sid u a l oil»  With the g rea test of p leasure 1 donated 
a new blaok ink-pad to  the Great Guana Cay post o f f ic e I  An ancient brass se a l 
(o irca  I92O) the only other piece of P* 0 * equipment in  the old sohool desk of 
Mr* Robert3 » livingroom -P.O . M ail weekly v ia  m ailboat »*STEDE BOURET»»»

MARSH, rHâRBDUR*,v-Thisr. ;ip,.byî fa r  the lai'ge.st community on Abaco, and growing d aily*  
D is tr ic t  Postmaster i s  Commissioner Doug Jones h e re . The P*0* is  in  the fro n t of 
tho Commissioner» s O ffio e , w ith  Bunyan Key, J .P », as Postm aster, and his lo v o ly  
young daughter Ruthie as Clerk» Most of the mai! from the Abacos pass through 
th is  sm all P®0 ®, in cludin g th a t from Snake Cay, Lake C ity , Spring C ity , Campbell 
Town and other lu&bering oporations, none of which hâve P .O .s . Marsh Harbour P.O. 
has two id e n tic a l métal C .D .S .s , -issued about m id -lc^ *  and the old brass b a g -s e a l, 
A d d itio n a lly , i t  has a large  boxed rubber stamp mark, insoribed  sim ply **MARSH 
HARBOUR/XBAC 0»», in  two lin e  s® This i s  not now applied  as a oan cel, but i s  known so* 
M ail a rr iv e s  weekly per »fSTEDE BONNET»*, and a irm a il £ tim es w eekly.

DUNDAS TOW U". ' Located about £ mi-los- northwest o f Marsh Harbour w ith  th e P .6 . in  a 
sm all lim estone b u ild in g , the o ff ic e  o f Constable Roy Curry, Postmaster* Only 
postmark now is  a 30 mm® s te e l C.D.S-», issued about July 1q£)|* P*0 . i s  openod 
only i r r e g u la r ly ,  most. m ail i s  pôstod at Marsh Harbout® ~

FOX TOWN. Le v i t i  eus - C olebrook, Postmaster©. 30 mm® C.D .S. .o n ly , no mère TRD a v a ila b le  

CHEROKEÉ SOUND.* E® L. Sawyer, Postmaster* SmalX métal C .D .S ., 2**3 y©ars old*

SAUDY POIUT♦ , K. E* T a y lo r, D is tr io t  Postm aster, using Commissioner»s O ff ic e ,  **PAID»*
TIR*!)*, i t s  so le  oancel* - ■

COOPERE TOWN, Samuel Cooper, J® P®, Postmaster* Small C*D.S. Weekly m ail per 
ÎTOÆTA.ZJUJ2EUIÎ.

CROSSING ROCKS, Mrs® Daisy W illiam s, Postmaster* Small C .D .S. on ly . Weekly m ail 
by the "STELE BONNET»».

CEDAS'HARBOUR.,v A llo n  rJ* M il ls ,  Postm aster. Small C.D .S. issued I958® Weekly m ail 
pêr"W£IÏMET3TQUEEN»». . -

MOOREfS ISLAND. 
to  v i s i t .  ‘

Large 30 mm® C,D«S,| présent postm aster unknawn. D if f i  c u it  is la n d

In a d d itio n , I  had long and pleasant v is  i t s  a t  Hopo Town w ith Mr* C e c il V» A lbury, 
E.M.Cystcuis, who not only was Postmaster a t FINE RIDGE, Grand Bahama, but even 
e a r l ie r  yot was Postmaster of the old lumbor camp on Abaco, CORNWALL, (3 d iffe r e n t 
lo c a tio n s)*  Mr® Stanford Roberts was Postmaster a t MILLVILLE. In Marsh Harbour 

- I  v is ito d  w ith a fin o  eXtîerly lady who had liv e d  the whole existen ce  of Spencer*s 
Point lümbering operations. Sharp in  memory, sho re c a lle d  frequent v is i t a  a t W:Uson 
C ity  P.O», and of her knowledge"romembers the postmark always read «SPENCERtS POINT»7,



never W ilson City# The Commissioner*s O ffice  mark, however was in scrib ed  W ilson 
C it y  a t one tim e, and may ooncoivably hâve on occasion boen applied  as a cancel to  
le t t o r s ,  although th is  m s  never normale My in q u irie s  fo r  »old envelopes from 
le tto r s »  of the era were a b so lu te ly  f r u i t lo s s ,  A few days l'à te r , however, a few 

.blocks from the Mackey S tre et P# 0 # in  Nassau, I enoountered an accumulation of 
postmarks, (inoluding T.RDvs), and covers frcm about I9.5I to  date.., and v/as fo rtu n ate ly  
ablo te  acquire a number of them.-» One was a new mark to  me, a tw o~ line, s tra ig h t-  
l ln e  oanoel, »NASSAU/AIR MAIL»,' on a Id* Geo V0 1 m s  to ld  i t  arrived  to  him on 
Eleuthora about I93I or so on à Nassau letter.., and m s to rn  from the envol ope to  
proserve th e odd mark, as a irm ails  were not yet common thon a t a il#  Does any 
reader hâve knowledge of th is  cancel? S u rely  i t  is  n tt  a normal mark, c e r ta in ly  
on a ld# stampS an error ca n c e l, perhaps©

NASSAU, I was most c o r d ia lly  receivod  a t the G .P ,0 . by Postmaster G eneral, the 
Rev# Ciauda Saunders, amd was most in te re ste d  to  see considérable p ro gress, w ith  the 
new add ition s to  the build in g i t s e l f ,  more new P ,0 . boxes# a d d itio n a l p i l l e r  boxes, 
throughout Nassau, and stamp vending machines in  the hôtels# There are now four 
e le c tr io . oanoelling maohinos in  the G*P.O. (each w ith a d iffe re n t type of ca n ce l), 
and a' great many new ^0 mm® s te e l C.D .S. scattered  around the GoP.O.,, includin g
one fo r  M,0.B , .NASSAU and NASSAU, BAHAMAS, AIR MAIL, a ls o  TRI) c f  the l a t t e s ,  (not a
normal can cel) reading °AIR MAIL, NASSAU, BAHAMAS», in  s in g le -c irc le #  A s im ilar 
T-RD was at another -desk, in scrib ed  W'SEIP MAIL, NASSAU, BAHAMAS», as two oruise sh ip s, 
ju s t i n ,  had brought in  m ail postod aboard» The. old mark ^MISSENT TO BAHAMAS»' i s  
s t i l l  in  use d a ily !  Adjoining the G.F.O ,  there is, a sp éc ia l o ffio e  to  s e l l  stamps
using only a stook JO mm# NASSAU C *D .S,, as a lso  does the now SÀNDS RQAD sub-P,0.
G.P.O# p o lic y  is  now to  ordor TRD* s only in  extreme emergency# I t  now ha s a stock 
of at le a s t  one new métal C.D .S. fo r  each P.O, and sub-P.O ., to  be issuod only 
when a b so lu te ly  neoessary, a t which time G.P„0 . orders .a new one from ’England to  
replaoe sto ck . A new o ffio e  fo r  stam p-sales (p h ila té lie  and p o sta l)  i s  sh o rtiy  to  
open a t Rawson Square# No now ou t-islan d  P.O .s are planned to  open* A new stamp 
and co in  shop, »C0IN OP THE REALM»., bas opened u p sta irs  a t th e  corner of Frodrick 
aûd Bay S tre e ts , and. has proven both popular and successful,.- w ith  a fa n ta s t ic  
stock  of Bahamas p a r t ic u la r ly ,  mint- and used# The stam p-sales f a c i l i t y  a t the 
A irp o rt was closed as uneconomioal# And so home again  to  Houston, but -de sand 
got in  me shoes», as the islan d ers say and 1*11 be back»

* * * * * * * * * * *

• BRITISH GUIANA POSTMARKS
I85O-IS95. .

By Col® Pred F. S e ife r t*

-  k-5 "

INTRODUCTION.

The 'in ten t o f t h is  study i s  to  présent the various postmarks used in  B r it is h  
Guiana from the in trod u ction  o f adhesive postage stamps in  I85P u n t il  about 1895® 
I t  i s  hoped th at i t  w i l l  be p o ssib le  to  cover subséquent years in  future a r t i c le s ,

The TPO* s and the In stru ctio n a l and M iscellanoous markings are not included in  
the l i s t in g s  which folibow# I t  is  f e l t  th a t they deserve separate a tte n tio n . Sinoe 
the Double C irc le  canoels of the I88O-I890 po-riod w ere.poblished in  a previous 
a r t i c l e ,  th ey w i l l  not be repeated h ere.

Most of th e data which follcrws were developed from the study o f m aterial in  the 
c o lle c tio n s  of those few BCPSG members who profess an in te r e s t  in  B r it is h  Guiana 
P o sta l History# Sorne inform ation was extraoted from auction  oataloguos, and a fow 
fa c ts  wero ostab lish ed  or v e r if ie d  by correspondance w ith  a B ritîish  Guiana 
s p e c ia l is t  in  England# Sinoe there has been no aocess to  o f f io ia l  record s, i f



indeed, such were evor m aintained, thero ar© som© gaps and unoentain ties* Despite 
thés© shortcom ings, your com piler considéra i t  b o tte r  to  p u b lish  what i s  known to  
him a t th is  tim© than to  m i t  fo r  som© day in  tho uncertain  futur© when th© ©ntire 
s to ry  o an bo told# Any holp in  c lo sin g  tho gaps or corrootin g orrors m i l  b© mue h 
ap p recia ted ,

Tho postmarks l is to d  on tho fo llo w in g  pages were u t i l iz o d  to  provide ©ithor or 
both of two général fu n ctio n sî To san ce l or oblitérât©  an ad h esive, thms prevonting 
fu rth o r u se , and (2)1 To id o n t ify  an o f f ic e  of o r ig in , t r a n s it  or a r r iv a i  and 
in d ica te  the date upon which th© p o sta l se rv ice  m s  provided» Where dates of 
e a r l ie s t  and la te s t  us© are giv©n (shown as EKD and IST;), thés© are tho dates 
known to  th is  compiler and not of n o c e ss ity  the dates upon which the stamps were 
put. in to  use or retired-j

BERBICE-ICEW AMSTERDAM. * 1

Figure lo  ■ * This mark, sometimes c a lle d  the s e r ife d  lo tte ro d  double arc stamp, 
had been used as a pnekot o f f ic e  stamp fo r  som© yoars when th© f i r s t  B r it is h  
Guiana ad h esives, the îfCotton R eels” ,  were issued on July 1 ,  I85O» No nev/ stamp 
m s  provided to  can cel thèse a d h esives, so tho abovo stamp m s  omployed fo r  th is  
duty» By i t s  nature i t  a ls o  served to  id e n t ify  the o f f ic e  o f o r ig in  and d ate ,
U n til the advent of the 186 0 is s u e , B r it is h  Guiana adhesives wer© v a lid  only fo r  
Inland Postage#. L o tters  sont outside o f th© Colony botween I85O and 1860# except 
as noted la t e r ,  were stam pless, and u su a lly  bear a s tr ik e  o f Figure 1 or fig u re

Figure Sometime in  I853, th© at°v© mark m s  re tiro d  and th a t o f Figure 25 took
over i t s  duties# Th© lim ited  number o f le g ib le  s tr ik e s  which hâve survived makes 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  détermina ju s t when th is  change took p la c e , but th© F e r r a r y - and 
la t e r  the Burrus c o lle c t io n  oontainod a copy of the issu e  of I852 w ith  a s tr ik e  
o f th© s a n s - s e r if  double arc  of Figure dated 8 dune 1853® This mark continued
in  us© as a ca n c e llin g  de vice, u n t i l  about 1860# when th© A0[j, o b lité r â t  or fam ily  
took over,(F igure  1 1 )* I t  saw som© fu rth er servie© as a dat© .stamp in  conjunction 
w ith  the o b lité r â to r s ,  and fo r  a b r ie f  period in  I878 ahd I879'rosumed duty of a 
c a n c e lle r . S trik e à  fo r  th is  l a t t e r  use are known datod JU 27 I878 and FE T I879, 
(day o f f  stam p). I t  i s  a lsd  known as a bnckstamp as la to  a s . 1879* ’

Figure 10 .  -  On May 9, I858 th© B r it is h  Guiana Post O ffice  received  a shipment of 
ld#, i|.d#, amd £d* B r it is h  adhesivesand two dàys la t e r  thés© were placod on sal© to  
the public for us© on lo t t e r s  fo r  th e  United Kingdom# This use continued to  1 Ma y
1 Q60a ab which timo the Colony took over co n tro l o f i t s  own Post O ffice  a f f a i r s ,  
and tho B r it is h  adhesives were no longer v a lid  fo r  such uqe* The only mark known 
to  hâve been used to  can cel thés© adhesives m s  th© A0[j_ obi i t é r â t  or of ÎPiguro 1O0 
Although the code, A0[|_, id e n tif io d  th© o ff ic e  of o r ig in , i t  m s  necessary to  use 
an a d d itio n a l stamp to  in d ica te  th© d ate, and a s tr ik e  o f figur© perfonmed th is  
function# I t  i s  b e lie v e d ’ th a t the Figure 10 stamp w ith th a t o f Figure 8# m s sent 
to  the Colony from England w ith  the adhesives» I t  appoars to  hâve been re t ir e d  when 
tho B r it is h  adhesives were removed from use#

Figur© 11# -  This i l lu s t r â t e s  but oiie of f iv e  or more d is t in c t iv e  stamps of the 
A 0[|. o b lité r â t  or family# Those are thought to  hâve been lo c a l ly  ma de and th ey served 
to  oanoel B r it is h  Guiana adhesives from 186° to  a t le a s t  1878* Just when th ey . 
wer© replaced  and by what i s  one of the gaps in  t h is  study# The noxt mark fo r  New 
Amsterdam known to  your com piler, tho double cirai© , Type DC2b, (Seo BCPJ Vol# [j_,
No* é , Novomber 196^) i s  not known used u n t il  Pctobor 1882* The temporary r e c a l l  
o f th© s a n s - s e r if  double arc of Figure 3 as noted above oould provid© the answer 
a t le a s t  in  part# Any inform ation as t'o Berbio© or New Amsterdam postmarks us0d 
in  tho yoars 1879“1881 w iH  te  most h e lp fu l. Covers on which thés© o b lito ra to rs  
were used ar© norm ally date-stampod w ith  e ith e r  Figur© or Fighr© 7»





Figure 7 . -  This was the f i r s t  mark reading New Amsterdam rath er than B erbico . I t  
i s  lqiown only as a tr a n s it  mark and as a date stamp used in  conjunction w ith the 
A0[|_ o b lité r â t  o rs . EKD 8 MR 1863# LKD AU 22  1868*

Figure 32* -  Known used in  New Amsterdam in  1886» -■ See under V illa g e  Marks. 

DEMERARA-GEORGETOWN.

Figure 2 » “ As the Georgetown counterpart o f Berbice»s Figures 1 and 3  ̂ th is  stamp 
served as oanoeler from I85O to  X838 when the small CBS of Figure 5 roplaoed i t .

Figure 6» “  A fte r  assuming i t s  oancellatâon rô le*  th is  stamp continued in  th a t duty 
u n t i l  th e  la t t e r  h a lf  og'lQ&O when the AO3 o b lité r â t  or fam ily  o f Figure q took over. 
I t  was subséquently in  use as a date stamp u n t il  a’t  le a s t  I87I® I t  i s  known used 
on stampless envers to  the U.K. in  June and 'Novémber 1860 and again in  July 1863» 
From th is  i t  would appear th a t the Post O ffic e  a u th o r itie s  to ie ra te d  oayment in  
oash on ma i l  to  the U.K. fo r  some time affcer the B r it is h  adhesives had boen w ith- 
drawn* even though ad h esives’ of B t it is h  Guana were a v a ila b le  fo r  th at pureose from 
about May 1860 or sh o rtly  th e r e a fte r . Of course* the above cases oou'J.a rop.resent a 
temporary shortage o f ad h esives. Between I858 and 1862 th is  Figure 6 sbamp ha s 
an index code le t t e r  ÂH above the date* In I863 i t  i s  known w ith Index on 
i t s  side* loops down, and s tr ik e s  from 1861| through I87I havo no index l o i t e r ©

Figure 8® “ This AO3 o b lité râ to r*  l ik e  the AO]̂  o f Figure 10* was used on B r it is h  
adhesives between I858 and 1860 afbor whioh i t  seems to  havo been ro t ir e  d0

Figure 9. -  Thero were s ix  or more d is t i  nct v a r ie t ie s  in  th is  AO3 o b lité r â t  or 
fam ily* and l ik e  the AÔ .* th ey are thought to  hâve been lo o a lly  made» They 
served as o an cellors on B r it is h  Guiana adhesives from 1860 to  a t le a s t  1877® Covers 
on which th ey appear a lso  bear one of the varions Domerara or Georgetown date marks 
of Figures [f.# 3 or I3 through 1^. Several types of crudely eut AO3 o b lité r â t  ors 
struok in  red are found on adhesives* but these are the rig h t portions of duples 
Aocountancy Marks whioh w i l l  be described im  a la te r  study.

Figure h . -  A sketch o f th is  mark was provided by Mr. F» G. Howe of Dovon* England, 
but no d e ta ils  of use were g iv en . I t  was probably employed as a dater in  conjuno- 
t io n  w ith  an o b lité r â t  or and/or as a tr a n s it  a r r iv a i  mark.

Figure 3. -  This mark seems to  hâve served both as a dater fo r  the AO3 o b lité r â t  ors 
and as an a r r iv a i  mark between 1866 &&d I87O* I t s  use as a oanceler dated 8 SP 68 
i s  a ls o  known® EKD DE I9 66* I*KD AU 8 7Û®

F igu re , 12*- This duplex stamp* as w oll as those of Figures I3 and 1^* was dosigned 
to  permit the o b lité ra tio n  and date-stamping to  be accomplished in  a s in g lo  
operation® The o b lité râ to r  h a lf  i s  q uite  common on adhesives* but covers or mul­
t i p le s  showing the e n tire  s tr ik o  are quite  d i f f i c u l t  to  find® This makes i t  hard to  
détermine the poriod o f use® Only two oxamples o f Figure 12 w ith  le g ib le  dates are 
known to  the writer® These are dated JUN 7 I865 and SEP 7 1865® A s im ila r  mark 
in  red i s  part o f a t r ip le x  PA]|ID Aocountancy Mark.

Figure 1^ . -  This duplex i s  known used between SE 7 I869 aInd FE 3 1872. On a i l  o f 
th e four s tr ik e s  examined* th ere  i s  a dont in  the outer r in g  below the f i r s t  *?A” 
o f Guiana and the .le fb  side of th e  outer rin g  i s  fla tto n e d  from th e f i r s t  wg« o f 
Georgetown to  ju s t beyond the o f B. Guiana.

Figure 13 . -  This seems to  be the most common o f the Georgetown duplexes, but s tr ik e s  
w ith  a le g ib le  date are hard to  find® Known dates range from OC 26 I873 t o  SE 3 
I875* tu t  i t  i s  found on stamps issuod in  I878* in d ica tin g  la te r  use®



Figure 19® -  Only two exemples are  known dated OC I9 I865 and JA 27 1866» The former 
date i s  on an adhesive® w hile the la t t e r  i s  a backstamp on a co ver.

Figure l£ . -  Again® only two examples are  known® the f i r s t  dated AU 7 £7 on an 
adhesive and the second a backstamp JU 25 67®

Figure 1 7® •  This mark i s  similar® i f  not id e n t ic a l,  to  the CDS portion  o f the 
F ig iro  1^, duplex®. While quite  a few s tr ik e s  are found on adhesives® only two 
examples are known where one oould roake p o s it iv e  id e n t if ic a t io n  as a CDS not part 
of a duplex® These are dated HO 23 I867 and JA 25 1875*

Figure 18® -  Even w ith only a p a r t ia l  s t r ik e ,  th is  mark i s  e a s i ly  id e n tif ie d  by the 
hyphen between GEORGE and TÜWN and the square blocks a t the. sides® A number of 
s tr ik e s  are known both as a backstamp and a o a n ce lla tio n  on adhesives® EKD is  
11 AP 76 and LKD NO 5 79®

Figure I9® -  The d is t in c t iv e  fe a tu re  o f t h is  CDS i s  th e ’dot between GEORGE and TOWN* 
Known used as a backstamp and can celer w ith  dates from AU 9 76 to  Jü 22 78®

THE VILLAGE MARKS.

Figures 2 0 * 2A and 2 2 ® -  In about I899, the need became apparent to  provide the 
v i l la g e  post o ff ic e s  which were beginming to  appear on the scene w ith  s orne so rt 
o f date stamp and ca n ce llin g  d evio e . For reasons known only to  the p o sta l authcr- 
i t i e s  of th a t  time and not recorded by them fo r  postérity®  th ey chose to  hâve made 
a fam ily  o f  s in g le  c ir e le  date stamps, w ith  the using post o f f ic e  designatèd by a 
l e t t e r  and number code® This may hâve been done in  the i n t e r e s t •of economy, to  
a llow  moveinent of a p©st o ff io e  from one p la n ta tio n  to  another without th e need fo r  
new stamps• Whatever the reason® i t  has provided an in to re s tin g  f i e ld  fo r  p h i la té l ie  
research and many students hâve accepted the challenge® U n fortun ately, few o f them 
hâve passed on to  th e ir  fe llo w  p h i la t é l is t e  such o f what th ey uneovered*

There are stated  to  be about j j l  d iffe r e n t  of th ese marks® but s orne codes had two 
stamps w ith d iffé re n ce s  in  the type of lo t te r s  and s iz e  of the outer ring® “Whether 
the fig u re  o f [jl re fe rs  to  the number of d iffe r e n t codes or the number' o f d iffe r e n t  
stamps has not been made c le a r .  In any event® the l i s t  which fo llow s fa  I ls  two 
short of th a t mark as fa r  as d iffe r e n t  codes are concerned.

Research has fa i le d  to  d isc lo se  any record of the assignment of codes to  post 
offices®  However® some th é o rie s  hâve been developed® and some ooversbearing these 
marks hâve survivod to  id e n t ify  the o f f ic e  o f o rig in  or d e liv e r y . Each code 
o o n sists  of one to  th ree lo t te r s  plus® in  some cases a number. I t  i s  g e n e ra lly  
agreed by those who hâve studied the oodes th a t the le t t e r s  in d ica te  the' geograph- 
i c a l  area or route on which the o ff ic e  was located# The numbers are thought to  
hâve been assigned in  sequence progrossing outward from Georgetown or' some other 
s ta r t in g  point® While complété su b sta b tia tio n  o f th is  th eory  has not been possible® 
th ese o ff io e s  fo r  which id e n t if ic a t io n  has been oenfirmed f i t  in to  th is  p a ttern .
The users of these stamps were not too p a rtio u la r  about the date portions® and th ese 
are often  incomplète® The year i s  often  m issing or entered in  manuscript* Following 
a r e - a i l  the data the compiler has been able  to  assemble w ith  regard to  the V il la g e  
Code Marks?

In th is  list®  a i l  marks hâve the format o f Figufce 2P  "with v a ria tio n s  in  s iz e  and 
type face® except th a t E R i s  as Figure 2 l  and Ŵ C as Figure 2 2 * Dates given  are 
EKD and LKD.



- 1$
AC (Arabian Coast) 

A1C NO 12 1861
A2C JA 23 1866

AfjC J* 2*“ 1855 
A5C MR 5 I855

MY 20  1863
DE 12 18(78*) or la te r*  On SG l[y$ issued in  1878» 
MY I9 I877 QUEENSTCWN
JO 18 18(77) or la t e r .  On SG I27 issued July 187$>
JY 16 1877

AH (A iry H a ll)
AH JY 31 I877 AU 1 I879 (A il examples show only la s t  digit, o f year) 

B.I«R. (Berbioe R iver)
B .I .R . MY I9 18*7̂4- JY 7 I875 ( S e tte r  ffl fr thought to  be fig u re  1 ?

CCB (Corentyne Coast Berbioe) 
CCB

DRW (Demerara R iver West ) 
DRW
DRW/l JY 3I I873 
DRW/2 AU 5 I87O

EC (East Coast) (East of Demerara)
E1C
E2C
E3C
EhC
E5C
E6C
E7C

my 23 1868 
OC 9 1862

JY 23 1862 
oc 21 1862 
JA 16 i86Lj.

JA 1 1. 1876 
MR 9 18^

AO 9 I877 Belfield
MY 3 I873Î Mahaioa

. AU 2 18(77*0
AP 6 I863 MR 28 I878 Mahaicony

E .C .B . (East Coast Berbioe) 
E .C .B ./ l
E .C .B ./? JU 2 I87O
E .C.B ./3 
E • C «B *  j

E.C®B•/ 5
E .C .B ./é  AU 16 187i4.

E R (Essequibo R iver)
E R PE 5 79 SP 20  9I1 Note la te  use.

L (Leguan)
L MY 10 I855 00 ^ 1877

R (Relianoe)
R JL 9 1861 de I5  1875

W (Wakenaam).
W AP 2ii 1863 FE 5 I87O

vT/2 oc 6 1866 JY 16  1868

WC (West Coast) West o f Demerara
m e  ju ié 1875
W2C MY 29 I87I NO l é  18(78*) or la te r *  On I878 ad h esive.
W3C AP 5 I862 AP 25 187li
% c  t  28 1870 MY 8 187B
W5C PE 5 I87L4. MY l é  18 (77*0  or la te r *  On SG I27 issued  Jul 3.876*



-  5° ~
WCB (“West Coast Berbice)

DE 17 1861

JU 6 186- '
? ? I87O ? 2 I872. (Se© pag^ 53, this Journal)

Basod on a set of unoonfirmod notes discovered by Dr. Griswold on an old album page, 
a oover conforming A3C as Queenstown and sonie notes in tho Burrus Sale Catalogue, 
Mrs. Bert Taylor has suggested the -follcwing codes for tho Arabian Coast s

W .C .B ./l
W.C.B./p
mr.c.B. /jjj 
w .c.B ./îj.

A1C Suddie 
AgC 2 org
S C Queenstown

3 Bush Lot (or Relianoe)
A5C Anna Regina

Figures 23 a*id 2k* T^ese small (20 to 2l mm*) CDS and the larger .CDS of Figures 
25 and 26 wero tho first village marks given the name of the Post Office at whioh
used.

AGRICOLA - One copy known* Dated MR 6, without year, but 
probably not later than I878*

MAHAICA - At loast eight oopies known, often without year»
EKD FE 25 78# LKD MY 27 8Lj.*

HÏAKENAAM - Two copies known dated FE 3I 78 (probably I5 ) 
and 8 UJ 87 which no doubt is meant for 8 JR 78*

Uone of these marks give any indication of oountry*

Figures 23. and 26» • In concurrent use with the above small CDSts wero these large 
(•about 27nan* ) CDSts. They are very scarcè, and being larger than the stamps upon 
which they wero used, these marks always registered partially off the stamp. These 
are very distinctive marks with heat# well formed, san-serif letters for the name 
of the Post Office. In oontrast the three letter month abbreviation is in serifed
letters. The day figures are quite large in comparison to the figures for the
year, which is given in fui1 # The 
abbreviated B.G. Sixteon offices 

ARM REGIRA 
BELFIELD 
BLAIRMORT 
BRAHR 
•BUXTOR 
CLORBROCK 
COTTON TREE 
ERMORE 
FELL0V7SHIP

MAHOICORY
MARIABBA
PHILADELPHIA
PLAISARCE
SKELDON
SUDDIE
TAYMOUTH MAROR

colony is at the 
are known to hâve 

AUG 29 1879 
JUL 10 I878 

? 2 1880 
MAY 6 î
jur i]± 1880
APR 1Ç (1880? ) 
CCT 5 1883
jur 25 1880 
6 MAY 1880

bottom og the circle and is 
used this stamp.

MAY 27 1881
JAR li| 1882 (2 1» mss).
(Year omitted from stamp). 
I3 DEC 1881 
(Rote Spelling).
(3 in mas)»

MAY 2k I879 
JUR 2 I879 
JUL 9 1880 
rov 1 1880 
DEC 18 1878 
JUR 28 1879 
DEC 27 1879

FEB l[j_ (Ro year but on 
1882 stamp)/

AUG 20 Ro year (Rote sp.) 
(9 in mss. ovor 8) (On Cover)

APR 5 1881
jur 10 1881 
JUR 21 1880 
SEP 27 1881

Figures 27 through 3I* *“ These are but a few of a number of oblitérât ors made by 
outting a design in the end of a oork* They are found on the rogular adhesive



issues of I876 a&J I878 and tho officiais of 1877* Mrs. Bert Taylor has an example 
on oover with tho Mariabba CDS of Figure 26 just touching tho stamp. Sho suggests 
tho villages may hâve usod thoso oork marks as oblitérâtors with. thoir CDS sorving 
only as date stamp s and offioe identification marks. This would aocount for tho 
scarcity of tho Village CDS of Figures 23 through 26* as the CDS would normally bo 
off the adhesive»
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Figure 32* " lhese*fsquared circlesN will look familiar to most roadors, for they 
woro usod in many othor colonies as well as in Canada. They are said to hâve boon 
usod in 8 plaoos in British Guiana in an article in tho Postal History Sooietyîs 
Bulletin $98* Nov-Pec I938* but only 7 of thoso are known to the writer.

BRAHN
"CARMICHAEL ST.B.O. 
(GEORGETOWN at bottom in 
COTTON TREE 
HACKNEY 
NEW AMSTERDAM 
SKELDON '

3 MAY I887
jan 8 1885 11 JUN
liou of BRITISH GUIANA).
7 JUN 1886 10 DEC
JUL 7 1885 DEC 17
JUL 21 1886
MAY 2 10% - MAR 29

I889

1888
I9 (For I9OO).

I887

Georgetown has at- loast four différent types*

1. GEORGE TOWN (two words).
Tho code lottor prosont is over tho H and tho spaco betweon H and G in British 
Guiana. Tho distance betwoen tho N in TOWN and-final A of GUIANA is 3 3 A  mm.

_ NO CODE SEP 12 1885
Code A 16 FEB 1886
Code C SEP %  1885
Code D SEP 25 18P/[
Code E DEC 29 I885

2« GEORGETOW N (one word) <
Nothing at sides botwoen town and oolony names. Tho code lottor, -whore présent 
is ovor SH in BRITISH* The distance betwoen N of GEORGETOWN and final A of 
GtlANA is 2 3/3 mm»

NO CODE 18 MAY I893
COdo A 23 JUN 18b3
Code B MAY 1 18% CCT 6 18%
Code C 8 JU1 1887
Code E 28 AFR I887

3* GEORGE*TOWN
Code A APR 25 18%

GEORGETOWN (one word)
Vertical dashes at sides betwoen town and colony names.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS,
NO CODE 1 AUG I89O 20 MAR I895

Crédit for muoh of the researoh upon which this article is .based must be given to 
Mrs* Bert S* (Pâmela) Taylor® Her notes provided a firm foundation upon which to 
build up additional data* Thanks are also duo to Dr. Arthur. S. Griswold, Robert 
Topaz and Fred G* Howe, who gave prompt and holpful attention to requests for 
information.
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PERSONAL MENTION:

HAROLD BOX has issued an index to the Trinidad Philatélie Societyts Bulletin* 
from 1q)|̂  to 1q£)|a covering ail the articles printed in the Bulletin» for this 
period® A fine job* Harold.

BYRON CAMERON has his ship the ^Cayman Pride** re-outfitted and shets ready to go 
about April l^th* Byron says ho is going to enlarge his colleoting interests to 
include the entire B.W.I., etc* Now is the time to start trading with him*

LEONARD COURTNEY may o ont rive to attend the meeting in Florida this ïiovember*
We are looking forward to seeing you* Loonard.

Stan and Elaino Durnin are planning on attending the ,fWIPA 1965” in Vienna, Austria, 
and would appreciate hearing from fellow members who are also planning on going. 
Also will try to get to England on the trip and looks forward: to seeing somo of 
ou'r British members»

PAUL EDWARDS, the new President of the Baybown Stamp Cluh has obtained s orne 
excellent programs» Keep up the good work, Paul»

DR. PHILIP GRABFIELD HAS been elected a Fellow of the Royal Philatélie Society of 
London» Congratulations Dr.

RICHARD W. HAMILTONtS name was omittod from the recent membership listing» His 
address is 19 Fox Hill Lano, Darien,Conn*, 0£g£0. Ail members please add his 
name to the listing with occupation Research Chemist and collects ail British 
Colonies, particularly Montserrat and B*V.I. Also France and Colonies* China.
Sorry we missed you Diok, will do better next time* - .

ERIC HEYER has sent a couple of cards from his trip through South America and 
back through Trinidad where he saw Harold Box then up the Fédéral Line to the 
island chain, wherô  ho says he has se en as many postmasters as pobsible» You 
lucky dogl

Al Johnson has been too busy to answer ail of his correspondanoe lately, but ail 
you folks just bear with me and will get it done». Keep on writing, though and 
give me ail the news.
HERB MAGUIRE has been made a Feilow of the Royal Philatélie Society of London.
Glad to hear it, Herb»

Bert LATHAM was a guest speaker at the Epson and Ewell Philatélie Society and, 
naturally, spoke on Jamaica*

REG LANT hosted HARRY SHEATH» BOB DEVAUX, DON WELSH and BOB TOPAZ at a stamp 
fest recently, with AU JOHNSON présent by téléphoné* Hope ail you fellows can 
get together in Miami this fall» Why dont you charter, a plane ?

GALE RAYMOND is reouperating from his trip. (See his article elsewhere). If you 
donit oome down and see me, will disinherit you»

LARRY RESNICK has promised us somo articles on Trinidad and Tobago» Still looking 
for them Larry. Will see you in November, but want the oopy before then.

ERED SEIFERT is leaving for Europe around the middle of April and hopes to see somo 
of tho overseas members» He is doing a great joh on the British Guiana postal 
history*



NAT SURTEES also has been elected a Felicw of the Royal of London. Congratulations 
and drop us a line#

BERT AND PAMELA TAYLOR, How do you like living in the sunny south? Wo hâve had 
norther after norther hero a round the Gulf Coast* Hope it hasn*t reachod you*

TOMMY THOMPSON, how about those articles on Montserrat? Gotta keep the copy ooming 
in you know*

BOB T0PA2 kindly printod the «F# marks and mai^ed them to me for inclusion 
in this Journal# Many thanks, Bob, helps to take the load off.

Soe where our mombers GEORGE T* TURNER is running for President of the A.P.S. 
and Col* Mark CASSIDY l'or Secretary* Lots give them a hand, fellows*

RONALD WARD won a Bronze Award at tho British Philatélie Exhibition* Congratulations 
Ronald*

ED "WEINBERG entored a [jO page exhibit of the Small Queens of Canada and won an 
award at tho San José Stamp Show recently* The first exhibition he has ever entered*

BILL CORNELL has just sent in a new membership listing that was too late to 
get in the membership list* Please insort the following in your listings 
Wm* G* Cornoll, 22 Hamlin Drive, Cinoinnati, Ohio ]|̂2l8# Occupation, Meohanical 
Engineer, Colleets Antigua spooialized including Barbuda and Leeward Islands, also 
B.W.I. générally,_ Member A.P.S., B.W.I.Study Circle*
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Just received an addition to Seifertts article on B*G* postmarks, too late to 
include in text* Following should follow West Coast Berbioe marks on page c;0*

It has been mentioned previously that some codes were issued in two types* The first 
sériés, which seems to hâve been usod only prior to 1860, aro about in
diameter snd hâve serifed letters* Thero can not hâve been very many of this type, 
for only a few post offices or agencies were open during their period of use. Known 
to hâve usod thia early mark are A^C, AJLpC and A5C. At least one of the E-C froup 
usod this type, but on the ohly strikes known to your compiler, the number is 
undeciphorable* The post-1860 marks aro smaller, about 2li mm* in diameter* and 
the letters are generally, but not always sans-serif* This general description 
doos not fit ail the later marks, however, and there is considérable variation in 
sizo* The R, for examplo, is only slightly over 20 mm*, whilo B.I.R. is about 2)4. ram* 
and has sorifed letters*



The Chronological Postmark His^cry bf the 

Post Towns of Jamaica ■— » Oontinued
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Compiled by Robert Topaz 
with the collaboration- and -coopération of

Reg Lant 
Clint vonPohle 
Col. F.F. Seifert

„ StT'JmSs Opened 24 Nov., 1952

1 • TRD type 37 violet ink 24 NO 52 3 DS 52
This vas a temporary office set up for ten days at Fairfield, outsidq 

of Montego. Bay,-during the British -Medical^Congress Convention. • ■

Portland Opened 18 June, 1914
1 . TRD ' type 16 violet ink 30 JU 14 10 Jï(14)
r\

The date is in ms.— year plug fixed ,in mark.
• D.R. '28mm. 2|-mm..,,.lütters •24..D.S, 14' 21 Mï 51

O -, ÏKD . type 43 violet ink 4 Mï 50 6 Mï 50
These ■two dates seem to be proof strikes and no known example of

actuel use is known to the compilers.
D4 17 00 52 19 AU 64

5. MSR 24 N0 55 OC 59
This mark has been reported from England, but has not been verified 

in the U.S., or \rj the compiler.

E.M. Erickson 
Thomas Foster 
Al Johnson

F.

FAITH18 _ .PFN St. Ann Opened 30 May, 1940
1 . TRD type 32 violet ink 11 JY 40 4 SP 41There is an apostrophe in tho word "Faith's1'
2 . TRD type 39 violet ink 8 OC 41 18 DE 44There is no apostrophe in the word "Faiths'1
3. B 2 26 NO 42 21 JU 62

Supposedly exista with asterisk on. early strike

Trclawney Opened in 1774
1 . T 1(Foster T2) 45 mm. long ^  mm. letters 20 Mï 94 14 JU 08

2. T 2(Foster T3) NO 02 MR 33
There is sorne question as to whether or not there was two different 

dies of this type. If there are, the différence is in the shape of the 
letters, and the existence of a line under the letters “JA11.

(cont .)



Falmouth (e o n t.)
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3. T 3 (Foster T4) 39 mm, Ibng .4J; ‘mm. letters
42 mm.:‘lbng • 5 mm, letters

31 MR 33 
18 DE 33

22 JU 34
23 MR 39 .

4. P 2 18 JU 39 5 JU 46

5. SHIP LETTER (Foster SL6)
A rectangular mark reading ,‘‘Falmouth/Ship

6. P .7 (sent put 27 FE 5Ô). ■

28 MR 45
Letter11-about 49 

22 OC 58
46

mm. X 15mm». 
5 SP 65

7. A 39 oblit .type(issued 1 MR 59)
Transferréd to Flint River in late October

8. A 38 oblit type H
Transferred from Ewarton in late October,

9. S.R. . ‘'A" index
Knov/n used in 1870-ho date known

10. A 38' oblit type, N (sent out about 1878)

, 23 AU 59 
, 1862

62
1862

24 JU 72 

80

80.

1 MY 96 

82

11. S.C. type 1. r trA ‘ ihdex
-, - aB 1 index

9 MR 83 
23 FE 83.

12 DE 96 
1 JU 09

12. D.R. 28 mm. 2\ mm.. letters : - 5,MY 20 16 NO 29
13. D.R. 28 3/4 mm. 2 3/4 mmi-làt.ters 21 JY 19 18 AU. 62

14* D.R. 30mmi; 3 mm», letters r 22 MY 44 22 MY 61 , ’

15. B 1 (issued Dec. 1946) # - ■ 2 AP 47 25 OC 62

16. MSR . ,•..•••■ ! *
no asterisk -' ”

4 JA 56 
21 NO 63

6 MY 64 
2 DE 63

N .B.: In 1963 ,. there were a couple of;. in stan ces where a TRD type mark 
vas stru ck  on the back of re g is te re d  le t t e r s  from Falmouth. Inquiry as to  
the nature of th is  mark, révealed  th a t the mark was a mark from the P o sta l 
Money Order sectio n  and was m istakenly'used on these envelopes..

FARM Manchester . Opened 13 January, 1956

1 . TRD type 37 b v io le t  ink r\; > 13 JA 56 3 AP 56 *

2 . MSR . * • ’ ; , , - ; . .1 JA 57 22 JU 59
Forwarding O ffic e i E lle n  S tre e t  _.?/../•

"FELLOWSHIP Portland Opened 20 May, 1897

1 . DRR. 27mm. 3 mm le t t e r s  dots 5 JY 97 13 AP 98
Supposedly closed  7 Jan. 1898 and reopened Nov. 1899

2 . TRD type 8 b lack  ink 8 NO 99  5 JY 00

3 . S .C . type 4 (large) 26 Sp 00 DE 35
(c o n t .)
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Fellowshio (cont.)

4» D.R. 29mm. 3i mm Xetters 26 FE 27 27 BD 63
5. MSR * 13 JA 62 12 Mï 64
Forwarding Offices? Port Antonio & Constant Spring

FLAGAMAN St. Elizabeth Opened 22 April, 1960
1. TRD type 37 a violet ink 17 MY 60 28 FE 61

FLAGSTAFF St. James Opened 7 December, 1964
1. TRD type 37 violet ink 30 DE 64

FLAMSTEAD GARDENS St. James Opened 13 December, 1956
1. TRD type 37 b black ink 11 DE 56 15 DE 56

violet ink 21 MR 57 30 JY 57
2 . MSR # 4 AP 60 16 AP 64

Forwarding Offices? Point, Cambridge & Montego Bay

FLINT RIVER Hanover Opened in 1788
1 . T 2 (Foster T 3) 16 Au 16

2. P 2 10 DE 39 16 Mï 59
Year frequently written in mans.

3. A 40 oblit type H $9
Transferred to Gayle in late Oct.,1862

4. S.R. !'A index 5 SP 61 94
5. A 39 oblit type H 93Transferred from Falmouth in late October, 1862
6. D.R. 26mm. 2jmm. letters 6 OC 93 12 DE 04
7. D.R. 26mm. 2̂ mm. letters dots 30 SP 03 3 MR 14

This office was closed and moved to Hopevell on 31 October, 1915

FLINT RIVER St. Marv Opened 1950
1 . TRD type 36 violet ink 12 No 50 24 MO 50

black ink 25 OC 54 2 DE 54
(cont.)
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FLINT RIVER (cont.)

2. B 3 violet ink 10 JA 51
black ink 5 JY 54 17 DE 60

3. TRD type 37 b black ink 28 MY 55 14 JU 55
The name ‘Flint“ is mis-spelled in this mark- F L I N R T"

FLOWER HILL Hanover Opened 1 March, 1949

1. TRD type 4$ b violet ink 10 MR 49 10 MR 50
The LDK has the year1 missing but is on ia dated cover

2. Oval - "Registered" Defaced AP 50 14 MR 51
“Registered" 15 MY 52 4 AP 53

3. TRD type 37 black ink 13 SP 53 22 SP 53
The second "A in1Jamaica" is deformed.

4. MSR 19 OC 54 62
no asterisk 18 FE 55 25 MY 60

FONT HILL St. Thomas Opened 16 November, 1954

1. TRD type 37 violet ink 19 NO 54 3 SP 55
2, MSR 10 I® 56 27 JU 64

'Closed and reopened on 10 JY 57 - known as late as 15 MR 56.

FORT WILLIAM Westmoreland Opened 22 January, 1921

1. TRD type 21 violet ink 18 AP 21

2. D.R, 12 AP 23 8 NO 23
Closed by 1926

«Mosa

FOUR PATHS Clarendon Opened in June,•1876
Moved frora Clarendon site- possibly at Lime Savannah 

1. A 35 oblit type H
transferred from Clarendon office

2. S.R. 23jmm. 76 - 2 JA 95

3. D.R. 27 mm. 2 r̂am letters dots 12 JA 95 5 AP 06
4. D.R. 28mm. 2'gtnm letters 19 JY 08 10 AU 26
5. D .R. 28mm. 3jmm. letters 21 JU 30 24 JU 64
6. B 3 no asterisk 4 AP 53 22 MR 55
7. B 4 * 31 AU 55 24 SP 63
8. TRD type 37b black ink 23 JU 56 13 AU 56
9. MSR 19 JA 59 20 AP 64

(c o n t.)



FOUR PÀTHS RAÏLMAY Clarendon Opened in 1885

1. S 1 b blue ink 15 NO 01 12 SP 16

2. S 3 blue ink 25 AP 19 23 4P 26

F R A M M . Clarendon Opened 16 May, 1890

1. S.C, type 2 25 JU 90 9 SP 26

2 . D.R. 28 mm. 3 i mm. letters 13 HO 25 3 JA 61

3. MSR * 13 OC 55 24 DE 64

Kingston Opened late 1959

1. IRD type 52 violet ink 9 SP 60 16 MR 61

2. TRD type 37 a violet ink 24 FE 60 5 JA 61
black ink 7 SP 61 15 SP 61

3. MSR * 15 JU 61 27 AP 64
Franklin Town uses the postal zone code of Kingston 16.

aspu am , St Mary Opened 23 September, 19;

1. D.R. 28£mm. 3mm Letters 14 OC 38 18 JU 64

FREEMAN‘S HALL Trelawney Opened 5 February, 1946

1 . TRD type 37 violet ink 5 FE 46 11 DE 46

2. B 1 (issued 2 Jan. 1947) * violet ink 26 4P 47 50
* black ink 24 SP 50 31 MR 64

FREE TOWN Clrendon Opened 4 February, 195g

1. TRD type 46 b violet ink 27 FE 58 22 MY 58

2. MSR 6 JU 60 3 MR 64
Forwarding Offices Old Harbour

FRIENDSHIP Westmoreland Opened 30 July, 1930

1. TRD type 25 violet ink 3 AU 30 3 NO 30
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Friendship (oontj

2 . D.R. 29èmm. 3èmm. 
Forwarding Officeï

letters  
; Fr orne

18 MR 31 8 OC 63

FROME Westmoreland Opened 10 July. 1939

1. TRD type 32 violet ink 10 JY 39 7 DE 39

2. TRD type 34 violet ink 30 AU 39 SP 40

3. B1 (issued 1 Oct. 1940) *
Son© sources liâ t 15-17 February, 1940 as

4* B3 no asterisk
#

5. MSR no asterisk

21 OC 40 
date of issue

26 DE 52 
• 20 FE 53 

17 FE 56

U  SP 62

2 SP 5 5  
21 MR 64 
13 MR 64

Forwarding Offices : Savanna La Mar and Montego Bay

Portland Opened 21 September, 1931

1. D.R. 28ÿmto* 3̂ mm. letters 21  SP 31 5 oc 51

2. B 4 # 28 Mï 52 1 SP 64

FULLERSFIELD Westmoreland Opened 20 Deoaabsr, 1955

1. TRD type 36 b violet ink 20 DE 55 30 JA 56

2. MSR # 9 MR 57 20 AO 64

Forwarding Office: Grange H ill

FULLERTON PARK St. Ann Opened 21 October, 1963

1. TRD type 37 violet ink 8 OC 64 4 DE 64

Forwarding O ffice: Inverness and Mandeville

FYFFE'S PEN St. Elizabeth Opened 17 October, 1912

1. TRD type 14 (7) black ink 14 MR JY
This listin g  is  based on two blurred and uncertain fragments only.

2. D.R. 28 mm. 2J- mm. letters dots 8 JY 21 18 MY 64

3. MSR # # 1 MR 56 2 AO 64

Forwarding Office: Black River
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JAMA1CA JOTTINGS

By* Robert Topaz.

Overshadowing ail Jamaicana this mont h is the sale of the Collett collection by 
E* R. Earner in London# Despite a terrible set of writeups from the standpoint of the 
postal historian* the auction m s  a tremendous success, I am told* Prioes- were 
often four and five times the estimated realizations* and almost never under them®
Ail this to ny chagrin* as apparently ail of my bids were mcst unsuccessful,
Although no prioès realized has been seon* I am told that .the Jamaica section 
realized over £8*000. My friends* the obi itérât or' fiends,, tell me that the unique 
A 58 on G.B. went for ££0* which is bery. reasonable, The ?ïDf* oblitérât or on the 
Ipd* CC* which is one of only two copies known* went for a new record of £87/10* 
Unfortunately I do not hâve enough detailed prioes available at this writing to give 
a comprehensive rundown, but will try to do this for the next (July) Journal#

St amp les s S A new EKD for the Bat h ?2 mark is 26 JY 39» Also a new LKD for Cia remont 
P3 mark "is 20 JA 99. The forst inked copy of the Dry Harbour T 1 mark is recorded 
on I9 FE 93#

Oblitérât ors s Aside from the prioes recorded above, the only item of interest is 
rJFe*reoording of kz^/^d CA* a new listing.

Squared Circlest A now LKD has been noted by Col. Seifert for Devon* index ”0” 
dâted 26 Feb

Modem Single Rings s The following modem single rings hâve been noted as being 
new to the compiler — they may not ail bo newly issued. Ail items are in black 
ink and they ail oarry the ***** over the date. Many of the postmasters occassionally 
insert the plugs in the wrong spaco and thûs w0 find years in.the asterisk space* 
the date upside down in the year spot* etc. Mono of these do wo liât.

The last named office is a question mark to me at présent. I suspect that this is 
Stewart Town, but bave not had timo to verify this as yet. Al Johnsin quotas the 
P.M. at Port Antonio as saying that the numéral indices on the current modem single 
ring marks represont various clerks in the office with the numéral **1»» being resorvod 
for the chief official. So far we havo noted Nos* 1, 3* and 6*

New Office Oponingst The following offices hâve boan opened but hâve not seen any
po5Ï'ÏT:â~‘ks ye'c:
Coff'eo Gruuad - Clarendon - Opened I3 JA £5»
Iriory - St java - Bpened 26 FE 65 “ Forwarding office St.Annfs Bay, 
ïïovvâeh - Portland - Opened 8 MR 65
The following offices were closed* at loast temporarily:
C-clcien'Spring - St, Andrew - p)| FE £3 » Using Stony Eill*
Byndloss. - St* Catherine - 27 FE 65 - Using Linstead

Temporary Rubber Date Stamps: New TRDfs hâve been roported for the following newly 
opened offices - thanks to Ken Wong* Everard Aguilar* Reg Lant, Al Johnson* etc. 
Sorawberry - Westmoreland - Opened 2l UE âj. “ Noted 2 JA 65 Forwarding office Frome.

Banbury „ I3 FE 65 
Caymanas Bay -  ^6 JA 65 
Darliston -  25 JA 65 
Fullorton Park -  16  FE 65 
Ketto -  I3 FE 65

Lydford - I2 JA 65 
Mercury House - 11 JA 65 
Nutfiold - 13 JA 65 
Race Couroe - 12 JA 65 
Spring Vale - 1 FE 65

Stewarton - 25 JA 65


