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A non-periodical magazine published in Arabic. It publishes various topics and
research related to numismatics, postage stamps, medals, paper money and

historical documents.
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It is possible to communicate with the management of the journal to publish
topics and research in Arabic by communicating directly through the website or

through e-mail, and topics can be also received in both English and French.

T“EARAb vyl giido)
ECTO

Web51te: www.arabcollector.com
Email: arabcollector@gmail.com
Facebook: ArabCollector

(CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) S35 4.0 $aa¥ gia - g le b - iabl coud
1§ o Glha U
IS 5l Jawy Y el Sy @353 g — dSyLid]
W) by il g
el 5 1 18] Sls come il sy b alin iy &Ll sl o elle oy — il
o IS 0l (o 2y S 620 Y1 e 505 nlin iy 51 iy L)) eiSg dasll e Soass gl
cllost sl ) Wi pad bl
Aples 1Y Jasdl i plaseul diSe ¥ — @ylos pé
skl olsbl @355 eliSg ¥ asdl 1 e sl T osodl eyl Cosd 13] — sy i

@00

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)

You are free to:

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if
changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the
licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

NoDerivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the

modified material.

November 2025 | Y+V0 JLJI o 3 / yedgd

YeY0 s /3N oy 55/ i - dnn ]
Issue 21 - November 2025

dwld) Lwd) ¢ VY ) @y yotd) ey dolS
IS RGP PRPERY

@l bl dms e o sl @olodl susdl G oSG (Al
dJthyLmA;«Sl@LbL@JmecobLm)«suL&ofsm
Cazly ned) €S g (V- Yiﬁ,Js_\ S W lasf LT o5 wal
85k asgdl s ) &3l wsw Obass dlsel)
e.i..ml.mgM(:lplg ):.,\.:U L)S_;d.‘_c-).)q_v_)Ln}mgl

dolziwl o0 U3l Bghs Jid sustl iy dlxbl 35g¢ O]

S 4dlaly dualsll Lidluy 2o dpsdl iy dadl 8 e a5y
) 4JJ~Q.J| @bj}”g uLJleUg |519J|5 OMasdl d.wbog @,uy
)2” eeLxJI é d./.z))L.JI @-’L’&”ﬁ

lallany 3a $sime susdl e § s, az Of Jeb

Olsd cney als Gstue e Blasl) Jo il gl Sy
d.sl%)l L 51 U,eo‘S)” g_,ou” o

Susdl i @ (FE9Y @.i:bgm dzwd g G.ie,.cog (QSJ‘\JQJ |)S.w

dausd!

cua)tbl.g

bﬂﬁyoﬁoéb »)

Editorial Note: Issue 21, 9th Year
Dear Readers,

We are pleased to welcome you to Issue 21 of The
Arab Collector after an extended and unplanned
pause. Our last issue was published in July 2024, and
during the intervening period the magazine faced
several organizational and technical challenges that
led to this temporary interruption. For this delay, we
offer our sincere apologies to our loyal readers and
supporters.

This issue marks the first step in restoring regular
publication and renewing our commitment to the
magazine’s scholarly and cultural mission—document-
ing and studying coins, stamps, medals, banknotes,
and historical documents of the Arab world.

We hope that this issue meets your expectations and
reflects our continued dedication to delivering well-re-
searched, meaningful content that serves both aca-
demic inquiry and the passion of collecting.

Thank you for your patience and continued support,
and welcome back to The Arab Collector.

Sincerely,

The Arab CollecTor |
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Issued and
withdrawn
According te information
published by the Swiss maga-
zine Berner Brigfmarken Zeitung
Libya isstied on January I,
sltsl?n? a"selhunf lﬂ'dzﬁmlive
all showing the it
of Calonel Gadaffi, w‘iﬂlpl.?l?t“c:p
four values in large size. The
face values of the set from

50 Dirham to 2,500 Dirham.

For unexplained reasons the
set was withdrawn from sale on
anuary 7, 1987. The Libyan
t Office published sale fig-
ures of the individual values,

or the 2,500 D?.rhs.m
ue. That means that only
2,888 complete sets of this issue
are in circulation, provided, of
course, that the stamps with-
drawn from post office counters.
will not be sold to customers. If
the set has been destroyed, it
could turn out to bea winner. If
you are jucky enough to have
any covers with these stamy

keep them as is — don't take the

stamp off.
OTTO HORNUNG
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Interesting, llllllSllﬂ!;ﬂllﬂ; glverse
linds ol llllllﬂlﬁllc malerlal With
butterilies

Vladimir Kachan

Belarus

Stamp collecting is among .The proofs, pregmm o !
the world’s most popular hob- drawings,  color e
bies. Thematic philatelists, who Cha”‘_ées’ plate al-
collect and study postage terations and
damage, and all

stamps and related items, are in-

deed constantly searching for a the other fasci-

nating stuff that

diverse range of philatelic mate-
rial. This search encompasses
various types of stamps, can-
celations and postal stationer-
ies. Sometimes, due to the me-
ticulous nature with which they
approach their hobby, they
sometimes discover rare print-
ings and varieties of postage

makes our hobby
so interesting be-
came de rigueur
in the highest col-
lecting circles.
The theme of but-
terflies, as the

most striking rep- |

resentatives of

Figure 2 - Unique artwork of Dahomey 1970 depicting a flying butterfly as a

stamps. (Figure 1).

symbol of peace

the natural world, is especially
popular among philatelists
(Figure 2).

BOLIVIA

 BOLIVIA|

The creation of a postage
8 stamp begins with a pencil
sketch

(Figure 3).

= ATHLOYT Shamil

This is followed by a water-
color drawing by the artist. For
example, Andrew Restall was a
British artist and graphic design-
er and was known for his stamp
designs for the British Post Of-
fice.

Figure 1 - A pair of 1970 Bolivian stamps with a change in background color

and a pair of normal stamps with a butterfly image

The Arab CollecTor |
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In 1981 he produced a prelimi- 7 - | } i Eileen Mayo was an Eng-
nary design for a series of UK [ ' lish-born artist who migrated to
postage stamps for the Interna- New Zealand. The constant
tional Year of Disabled People, throughout Mayo’s life was her
which featured an image of a fascination with nature.
butterfly In New Zealand, the flora and
(Figure 4). fauna became a key her interest.
It is in original artworks like but-
y terflies and moths that her rev-

Figure 3 - Preliminary pencil sketch for postage ~ €rence for nature translates
stamp 1981 with butterfly image by British artist. ~ MoOst intimately, allowing her to
Andrew Restall capture the subtle textures and
' . i patterns she observed
(Figure 6).

Figure 4 - Unaccepted original watercolor design for two postage stamps by Andrew Restall

for the International Year of Disabled People 1981 featuring a butterfly

However, not all stamp de-
signs created by artists are sub-
sequently printed on stamps.
Therefore, finding a sketch or
draft of a stamp is a great suc-
cess for a philatelist pictorial definitive stamp of New Zealand with image of Forest
(Figure 5). ringlet butterfly

r!'

] MQ ;;f%*r W-?“Jk‘:m a

~—

Figure 6 - Unaccepted design by Eileen Mayo for five cents
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Figure S - Butterﬂy and moth sketches for the 1970 New Zealand definitive set stamps by artist Eileen Mayo
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Miss Eileen Mayo entered the
public competition organized by
the Post Office for the designing
of New Zealand’s definitive
stamp issue in 1970. Although
her butterfly images did not
make the cut, we know of three
of her moth designs that were
printed on New Zealand’s 1970
definitive set stamps

(Figure 7).
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Figure 7 - Unaccepted design by Eileen Mayo for

four cents pictorial definitive stamp of New

Zealand with image of Boulder copper butterfly

Sometimes, by chance, you
can come across original art-
work with magnificent butter-
flies from stamp dealers
(Figure 8).

The long journey that a post-
age stamp goes through in
preparation is sometimes inter-
rupted at the stage of approval
of the trial sample

(Figure 9).

Figure 9 - Rejected design for a 1985 UK postage

stamp featuring the Orange tip butterfly

Therefore, such unapproved ex-
amples of postage stamps are
especially interesting to themat-
ic philatelists, and among them
there are single examples with
images of butterflies

(Figure 10).

In philately, an essay is a de-
sign for a proposed stamp sub-
mitted to the postal authorities
for consideration but not used,
or used after alterations have
been made. Essays are rare, as
usually just a few are produced.
Although intended for internal
use by printers and official bod-
ies, essays sometimes find their
way onto the philatelic market
and make their owners happy
(Figure 11).

Figure 10 - Unadopted design for denominated
26p stamp of Great Britain 1998 with image of

Maculinea arion butterfly - endangered species

A GVARFAST]

Figure 11 - Essay of Hungary 1959 with butterfly

Vanessa Atalanta

By contrast, a proof is a trial
printing of an accepted stamp.
Proofs are test prints made be-
fore stamps are printed

(Figure 12).

Figure 8 - Original artist’s drawing by Daphne Padden for St. Vincent stamp 1978 with

butterfly Painted lady

November 2025 | Y+V0 JLJI o 3 / yedgd

Figure 12 - Cuba 1958 imperf proof with image of

butterfly Eurema daira ebriola
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It can be made using the master
die (die proof) or using the print-
ing plate (plate proof)

(Figure 13).

A determined researchers of
butterfly philatelic material are
constantly on the lookout for
the unknown. For example, the
colorful series of Pakistan post-
age stamps from 1983 depicting
various butterfly species is well
known to thematic philatelists

(Figure 14).

AEREELEAEA BEIEEELEE BEEEEE

However, almost no one knows
that in the process of preparing
this series of stamps, a prelimi-
nary design of a postage stamp
depicting Danaus chrysippus
butterfly was also developed

(Figure 15).
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Figure 17 - Block of four New Zealand 1970 - Red

admiral butterfly with major upwards shift of the

red printing

POSTAGE

T, PAKISTAN

'S

Figure 15 — Preliminary design for a 1983
Pakistan postage stamp featuring Danaus

chrysippus butterfly

Philatelists always follow their
desires in searching for printing
errors on postage stamps. Many
different factors cause postage
stamp errors

(Figure 16).

NALBARUL -
193vivd D

Figure 16 - Printing error on the pair postage
stamps of Romania 1956 with butterfly Aporia

crataegi - black color shift

A postage stamp error refers
to any of several types of fail-
ures which can occur in the
stamp production process, re-
sulting in the finished product
not appearing as intended

(Figure 17).

RED ADMIRAL BUTTERFLY

& ND

RED ADMIRAL BUTTERFLY
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It encompasses everything from
major design errors and missing
parts of the design to the use of
wrong colors, incorrect denomi-
nations and misplaced or invert-
ed design elements, also errors
in perforation

(Figure 18).

3
> oy

Figure 18 - Block of four Moldova 1993 with

image of Admiral butterfly and perforation error

Philatelists find varieties fasci-
nating and challenging to identi-
fy and collect, adding a level of
depth to their hobby. Varieties
are an important area of phila-
telic study, as they represent de-
viations from the intended de-
sign or production of a stamp

(Figure 19).

e

boaziland S0c  Sioazila
1
3 i

S0c  Swaziland ¢

.
sresssesssssassnrasenarerasrenesten

tissessersserrenrenrraen
PLATE 1 PLATE 3 E . . .
PLATE 4 H

Foaziland

Figure 19 - Variety of Swaziland 1982 block of
four with image of Papilio nireus butterfly and

with horizontal perforation shift
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Postal stationeries are very pop-
ular among thematic philate-
lists.

butterfly theme
(Figure 21).

If you look closely at old postal
stationery with advertisements,
you can find the word butterfly
in advertisements for some
goods. The butterfly logo and
butterfly trademark is especially
well-represented among textile
and manufacturing companies.
For example, in France, the
brand of corsets ‘“Butterfly”
(Papillon) was widely known
(Figure 20).

The types of philatelic material

cancels are associated with the

of interest to philatelists are not
just the stamps and covers but
also different cancellations.
Among them, both postmarks
and meter marks, slogan cancels
and especially various special

Figure 21 - Cambodia 1989 - the design

image
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hand-made of the special postmark with butterfly

Figure 20 — Stationery card of France 1903 with an advertisement for Butterfly corsets brand
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Sometimes postal administra-
tions advertised the upcoming
issue of postage stamps with im- , e pe
ages of butterflies in advance by - ‘E wv ay | ANIERENEY
applying a special text cancella-
tion to letters with information
about the date of release into
postal circulation of the upcom-
ing series of stamps with butter-
flies. This method was used by
the Ethiopian postal administra-
tion
(Figure 22).
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Figure 23 - Dutch letter sent on 14-09-1987 from

Spijkenisse to Utrecht with the postmark
Spijkenisse-Vlinderveen and the registered label

Spijkenisse-Vlinderveen

The postal system has used a
variety of markings to cancel
stamps to confirm that the send-
er made proper payment for the =
mail’s delivery and to ensure 7%
161332 | that postage stamps are not re-
used. Some cancellations are /

JIOHN W, MOOHE. a| distinctive for their visual appeal

RALLTAY WL CENTRAL PARK Avixtr. %] and among them you can find an

BY 41F MAIL i GO, ILL, W3S, image of a butterfly, These un-

common and distinguishing

stamp cancellations are of inter-

est to many thematic philate-
lists.

(Figure24).

\‘\

N

Figure 22 - Registered letter post passed in 1967 from Ethiopia to USA with a special cancellation in
black and purple that contains the advertising text “BUTTERFLY POSTAGE STAMPS Day of Issue:
June 30, 1967” in Amharic and English

Although butterflies are fairly
smallin size, the variety of bright A
colors and interesting patterns
on their wings make them the
most glamorous and magnifi-
cent of all insects. Perhaps this is G -
why you can find streets named 1

after butterflies in various cities
around the world. And in the
Dutch city of Spijkenisse, on the
street Vlinderveen (Butterfly 4 = el !
Meadow), there is even a post o o = —
office that uses the Spijkenisse oslnge Due 2 deuy
-Vlinderveen postmark
(Figure 23). =S

Figure 24 - A US letter sent on January 26, 1931 from Berkeley to San Francisco has pictorial cancel in

purple with a butterfly image
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Postmarks were applied by
the post office to identify the
settlement of origin and any
other transit markings. The
name Borboleta means butterfly
in Portuguese and it is a small ru-
ral community in the Pitanga
municipality in the state of
Paranda, southern Brazil. Situat-
ed in a picturesque wilderness
area, the community gets its
name from the large number of
butterflies that live there. s
known postmark of the Borbole-
ta Post Office

(Figure 25).

Noteworthy originating town
postmarks include those of
small towns and discontinued
post offices whose names are
associated with butterflies. But-
terfly Corners (“Butterfly”) — a
hamlet in the eastern part of the
town New Haven in Oswego
County, New York. It was incor-
porated in 1813 and named for
butterflies abundance. Its post
office operated in period 1828
-1870 and 1878 - 1904
(Figure 27).

‘5!":.‘
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across a place name that has
been lost to time. One such
placeis the Butterfly Post Office,
which was located in the com-
munity of Butterfly, in Sullivan
County, Tennessee, and operat-
ed from 1883 to 1905

(Figure 28).

Figure 25 — Letter of Brazil post passed in 1957 with postmark of Borboleta

Perho is a municipality in Fin-
land that was established in
1868. Itis located in the province
of Western Finland and is part of
the Central Ostrobothnia region.
The name of Perho refers to the
word perhonen, which means
butterfly in Finnish; due to this,
the golden butterfly appears in
the coat of arms of the munici-
pality
(Figure 26).

Rekommendera

Butterflies are beautiful and
interesting creatures. They de-
light people with their lightness,
beauty, airiness and tenderness.
Therefore, it is no coincidence
that some settlements in USA
received the name Butterfly,
which is confirmed by various
postmarks.

Occasionally, when researching
postal history, you may stumble

iﬁhhhhh%hhhh%h%k —

NOTHING BUT THE AD

s,

Sent by L.Tillander,Perho
Finland.

R

Fop it

Figure 26 - Registered letter of Finland post passed in 1947 from Perho

Butterfly) to USA
.
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Figure 27 — Butterfly (Oswego Co.) postmark dated 28 May 1903 on a U.S.

letter addressed to New York

Papillion town was named after
Papillion creek which flows
through the town. The name
Papillion (papillon) is taken from
the French language and means
butterfly. According to local tra-
dition the early French explorers
named the creek Papillion be-
cause many butterflies were
found along its banks. The town
was incorporated by an act of
the legislature of USA approved

‘A
& A

IRESS GAN BEE PLACED ON THIS SIDE

i/ .' -2’1 &W}L

Figure 28 - Stationery card of USA with postmark Butterfly, Tennessee,

dated SEP 4, 1884
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February 13, 1857. It is the coun-
ty seat of Sarpy County. A post
office in the town of Papillion
was established in 1870

(Figure 29).

The Mariposa area in United
States of America to have been
named by a Spanish Priest Pedro
Munoz under the direction of
explorer, Gabriel Moraga.

(e f

ot ¢ A ;-:.: ?-ﬂ:
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Figure 29 — Entire postal of USA post passed in 1896 with postmark of

Papillion Post Office

Figure 31 - Stampless letter of USA post passed in 1852 with circular

postmark Mariposa, California

Old letters often have written
or hand-stamped markings indi-
cating the time and place of ori-
gin, route, destination, and
mode of transportation. In this
connection, a rather rare mark
on some old letters sent on a
ship named “Mariposa’” is quite
interesting. Mariposa is the
Spanish word for butterfly.
Steamship or R.M.S. (Royal Mail
Steamer) ‘“Mariposa” was a
steamboat which served in the
Pacific Ocean from 1883 to 1917.
It was launched in 1883 for the
Oceanic Steamship Company to
provide passenger and cargo
service between San Francisco
and Honolulu, Hawaii. Later
their service was extended to in-
clude Australia and New Zealand

(Figure 30).

Moraga was the leader of a 25-
man troop that explored central
California in 1806.
When he and his expedition
came upon a creek laced with
thousands of yellow butterflies,
they named the area ‘“Maripo-
” which was the Spanish word
for butterfly. The town was
founded as a mining camp on
the banks of a seasonal stream
and on July 28, 1851 a post office
was established

(Figure 31).

Most valuable philatelic mate-
rial usually consists of stampless
covers dating from the mid-sev-
enteenth century to the 1850s
when envelopes replaced stam-

Noncircular postmarks on these
covers are atypical and there-
fore often of more interest to
postal historians and thematic
philatelists.

Among them, you can find a
postmark in the form of a silk-
worm cocoon. Benicarlé is a city
and municipality in the north of
the province of Castelld, part of
the Valencian Community, in the
Mediterranean Coast of Spain.
Valencia’s history was inextrica-
bly linked to silk.

Perhaps in this reason the old
Valencia/Benicarlo postmark
was made in the shape of a styl-
ized silkworm cocoon

(Figure 32).
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Figure 30 — Early known cachet S.S”Mariposa” on letter post passed in 1896

from USA to Sydney, Australia
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Figure 32 - I’rc»-p-hil-at-clic Spazli-sh folded letter dated 1822 from Benicarl6 to

Tortosa with a postmark reminiscent of the shape of a silkworm’s cocoon
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An Englishman, Thomas Ham
was the artist who designed in
1849 the 50 brass obliterations
used to cancel the first issue of
Victoria commonly known as the
“Half-Lengths”. Nobody knows
for sure what he had in mind
when he designed them but
their resemblance to butterflies
is uncanny. The cancellations are
known, since, under the name
of “butterflies of Victoria”

(Figure 33).

Sometimes you can find an im-
age of a butterfly in the most un-
expected place. James Abbott
McNeill Whistler (1834 — 1903)
was an American painter and
graphic artist, active during the
American Gilded Age and based
primarily in the United Kingdom.
His famous signature for his
paintings was in the shape of a
stylized butterfly possessing a
long stinger for a tail.

oy i T T
_..f:l:'..l'_ .:'-.-:-—l'l' oy e =

el S

- = ik
= : _M;,g
fﬁiﬁgjﬂr__ﬂ- ;ﬁﬁ"f .
T. .'.l:-:"::'u'r.q....i-.u-.-:"'-'-l"-._:-.;:' _l,;".;‘:qqr Lﬁﬁ'-ﬁ%

b1

==

Figure 33 - International letter post passed by sea from Mauritius General Post

Office to Melbourne, Victoria, dated 22 January 1856 and with very rare type

butterfly ‘34’ in red as a receiving mark

Fancy markings are oblitera-
tors intended to cancel stamps,
mostly made by cutting corks in
various patterns. All sorts of pat-
terns and shapes can be found
within this group of obliterators,
including butterflies. In the lat-
ter half of the 19th century, a
large number of butterfly fancy
canceling devices made out of
cork were in use in the United
States and Canada, These cork
devices generally had a short
lifespan because of wear and
tear.

(Figure 34).

Whistler invented a monogram
signature—a stylized butterfly
based on his initials—and always
placed it deliberately as a com-
positional element, not just a
maker’s mark.

Butterfly surrounded by an oval
was for Whistler as a symbol of
his own image - an artist of elu-
sive beauty, professing “art for
art”

(Figure 33).

I bt e
| Micromesia

52

Figure 35 — Souvenir sheet of Micronesia 2003

with painting of James Whistler and his famous

signature in butterfly form

The human nature of a philate-
list relishes and thrives on the
search, the hunt, the hope of
finding something unique, the
use of the “sharp eye” and dis-
covering the unexpected. This
alone makes the subject more
exciting, dramatic and also chal-
lenges the dull image that is of-
ten associated with stamp col-
lecting!

Take up philately and have a lot
of fun! Secrets are revealed to
the inquisitive.

(Figure 36).

CHA RAXID BoHEMAMNT

Figure 36 — Preliminary artwork of Zimbabwe for
postage stamp 2001 with the bright African

butterfly Charaxes bohemani

My article is aimed not only at enthusiasts in the
field but also at anyone who wishes to enrich
their knowledge with interesting philatelic ma-
terial with butterflies. The author is always hap-
py to share his research on the theme of butter-
flies and moths with interested philatelists by

Figure 34 — Postage stamp of Canada 1875 with fancy cancel in butterfly form email: vladimir.kachan.1 958@gma".com \S‘Wv
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Catharine Lorber, Coins of the Ptolemaic Empire, Part 2, American Numismatic Society, New York 2024

Arthur Houghton, Coins of the Seleucid Empire from the Collection of Arthur Houghton, American Numismatic Society, New York 1983
Catalogue of Greek Coins in the British Museum : The Seleucid Kings of Syria

Roman Provincial Coinage online

https://rpc.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/

Online Coins of the Roman Empire (OCRE)

https://numismatics.org/ocre/

Roman Imperial Coinage online

Catalogue of the Greek coins in the British Museum: Phoenicia, London 1910

Alfred R. Bellinger, The Syrian Tetradrachms of Caracalla and Macrinus, Sanford J. Dust, New York 1981
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