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A very fine eolleeiion of BRAZIL 
to be auctioned this month 

Your chance to add some choice Bull's-eyes to your collection. Airmail your 
request today for a catalog of this fine sale. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

t.=:===560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N. Y.----



Ii Your Colledion Is For Sale 

Please Ren1emher 

ONE OF THE 

LEADING BUYERS OF 

U. S. and Foreign 
is in Nen' Orleans 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST , VOL. XXXV, NO. Ill 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important funct ions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you well . 

The stamps wh ich they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displayin g the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 
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The 

NEW AMERICAN 

STAMP 

CATALOG 

1956 EDITION 

$3.00 

In this just-off-the-press edition you ' l I find additional fun 
and knowledge in the exciting new sections on : 

* CANAL ZONE; CUAM; HAWAII; RYUKYU 
ISLANDS; UNITED NATIONS. 

* U. S. administration of: CUBA; PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS; PUERTO RICO. 

* POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS; POSTAL CARDS; 
OFFICIAL CARRIERS. 

PLUS all the wonderfu l material on United States stamps of all classes which made 
the 1954-55 edition a best-seller. 

Th is book will ope n up new collecting vistas for you - it's one no serious collector 
can afford to miss. 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN - Beyond Delivery Area Add 35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at The Collectors' Stamp and Coin D epartments -

GIMBELS 
Ninth at Market Sts. 
Ph iladeh>hia 5, Pa. 

GIMBELS GIMBELS GIMBELS 
Westchester 

Yon kers, N. Y. 
W. Wisconsi n Ave. 
Milwaukee 3, Wisc. 

33rd at Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
Chicago 90, I ll inois 

RICH'S 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 

WOODWARD & LOTHROP 
Wash in gton, D. C. 

KAUFMANN'S 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

.JOSKE BROS. CO. 
San Antonio, Texas 

JORDAN MARSH COMPANY 
Boston, Massachu setts 

THE J. L. HUDSON CO. 
Detroit, Michigan 

HALLE BROS. 
C leveland, Ohio 
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Professional Annotation 

and Writing-up 

of Collections 

Presentations in the classic manner, restrained and dignified ... fine hair­

line freehand lettering throughout . .. no fancy ''poster'' art ... careful 

attention to the illustration of philatelic problems with hand-drawn 
sketches or photography . . . extensive philatelic library and facilities for 

research . . . the product, a collection written up in the best tradition 

and reflecting the latest research. 

We are proud of our work, and of the fact that ALL collections pre­

pared by us won awards at FIPEX . .. including these major awards: 

Trophy for Best in Section China 

Gold Medal Imperial Russia 

Silver-Gilt Medal Brazil "Dom Pedros" 

Sil ver-Gilt Medal Newfoundland Airposts 

Silver-Gilt Medal Danzig 

Our work requires careful planning and execution, and cannot be done 

rapidl y . . . as a result we can handle only a limited number of collec-

tions .. . right now we have facilit ies available for a few new clients. 

SAMUEL RAY 
350 Oakdale Avenue Chicago J-1., Illinois 
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Jury, A Misnomer 
Tow th a t Fipex is past, the reports of 

awards th e re have brought into strikin g relief 
a misnomer. The Boa rd of Judges th a t 
made th e award s is pretty gener all y called a 
" Jury" in both official and unofficial printed 
matter about th ese awa rd s. This odd and 
basally erroneous usage is not peculi a r to 
Fipex, but seems to be more frequent a t 
Intern at ional Exhibitions th an elsewhe re in 

stampdom. 

As anyone \\·ho has eve r se rved as a j uror , 
petty or grand, knows from expe rience, a 
j ury decides the facts , not th e award or pen­
alty. That is left to the pres iding judge of 
th e cour t in which th e ju ry is operating . It 
is quite possible th at in cou ntries outsid e th e 
a re a in which th e law is of ultim ate Anglo­
Saxon common law origin, w heth e r now codi ­
fied or not , th e jury m ay have some of th e 
judicia l, awa rding powers it lacks with us. 
But from th e Rio Grande to th e Arctic 
O cean, in Eire, Britai n, Australia, Tew Z ea­
land and probably in other of H er Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth's kingdoms, in th e Philip­
pines, th e jury decides th e facts only. 

H ence, for us th e use of " Jury" for a 
Boa rd of Judges of a st amp show is cle a rly 
a misnomer. The mere fact th at th e mem­
bers of such a Board , as at Fipex, a re call ed 
Ju dges, only underlines this. 

W e hasten to add that examination of 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV , 
usage as recorded in the various dictionaries 
from the latest un abridged Merriam W ebster 
down th e scale, would seem to indicate th a t 
th e misnome r use is so usual an error th a t 
it is reported w ith ou t comment, as a minor, 
subsidiary use of th e word " jury." How­
eve r th e usage might still prope rly be 
abandoned for " Boa rd of Jud ges" in all phil a­
telic exhibitions. (S. G. R.) 

Overprints Overscored 
T oo many collectors and deale rs a re preju­

diced again st ove rprinted stamps because of 
an exagge r ated fea r th at an ove rprint is so 
easy to counterfeit. It is true th at w hen an 
overpri nted st amp becomes a sca rce r variety 
with a higher cat a log price, it lend s itself 
to the wi les of a counte rfeite r. A s a gene ral 
rule , a pos t al ad mini strati on applies an over­
print to use up a surplus stock of a common 
bas ic s tamp , because a supply of th e required 
st amps cou ld not be ob ta ined quickly enough. 
If the ove rprinted st amp subsequently proves 
elu sive, th en it is profitable for a fa ker to 
t ake th e common basic stamp, and apply a 
co unterfeit ove rprint. 

Howeve r , this situ a tion need not engender 
the fears it does. Overprints a re not the 
on ly things co unte rfeited. A s a matter of 
fac t , there is nothing having a philatelic value 
th at cann ot or has not been imit ated to fool 
collectors. No one has kept sco re to de-
NO. III 155 



EDITORIALS 
termine what type of material has been most 
widely faked to cause the greatest single loss. 
It may be overprints. But it could be the 
counterfeit stamp itself, reprints or bogus 
new issues. Partial faking such as repair­
ing, restoring, reperfora ting, trimming perfo­
rations to resemble imperforate copies, color 
changelings or altering value fi gures may have 
caused the greatest fin anci al loss. A popular 
form of trickery concerns removal of can­
cellations (cleaning) or regumming to pass 
such copies off as "unused o. g." There a re 
many simulated covers manufactured by 
placing a stamp on a cover or piece and ap­
plying a fake cancel. And what about the 
widespread practice of fake cancellations? 
There's plenty of th at about. Then some 
have been fooled by manufactured bisects. 
Many would place the so-called reproduc­
tions of Sperati, who confined hi s work al­
most exclusively to 19th century stamps, near 
the top of the list of phil atelic deceptions and 
financi al loss. 

The list of philatelic trickeries is long. 
But too often overlooked is the great and es­
sential role of the philatelic student. There 
is nothing-a counterfeit st amp, an overprint, 
a r eprint, a fake cancel, a fraudulent cover 
or a repairing job-that philatelic authorities 
have not detected. It is a fact th at nothing 
gets by th e philatelic experts for very long. 

A s for overprints, they represent a most 
challenging group to th e student. Work on 
th em has been extensive-studying th e inks, 
th e printing type and the alinements. This 
knowledge is ava il able for use. There is no 
need to unjustly scare collectors, and th ere­
by deprive them of the pleasure of collecting 
a fascinating group of st amps like overprints. 
The prejudice against th em has been over­
don e. The trouble is that th e knowledge is 
available, but not enough avail th emselves 
of it. One can bypass collecting overprints, 
if th ey do not appeal to him. But fear, es­
pecially when not justified, should never 
deprive him of a pleasure. 

How Long A Beginner? 
Sometime back-about JO year s ago-as 

we started participating more in the phila­
telic activities centered around this New 
York City building, we found ourselves be­
coming more immersed in the studious angle 
THE COL
of philately, and enjoying it. H oweve r, ou r 
collector friend s of former times, w ho did not 
follow us into thi s more se rious phase of 
philately, began to josh us 1 bit about moving 
up into th e douds and living solely in the 
company of a relatively few "high pri es ts" of 
phil ately. This bothered us because we never 
wished to lose our co mmon touch. W e wishe d 
to be considered just as much a democratic 
philatelist as an expert (a name reluctantly 
bestowed on us by our old philatelic 
comp anion s.) 

Any protesta tions voiced against our com­
muning only with the gods ( philatelically 
speaking, that is) proved wholly ineffectiv e. 
We were firmly placed in the " ivory tower" 
and cemented there. Since actions speak 
louder than words, we decided the most 
prac tical manner to prove our co mmon touch 
was to set forth and mingle with the coll ect­
ing masses. And so in the past few yea rs, we 
have visited a number of stamp clubs, th ose 
stressing that th ei r membership consists 
mainly of beginn ers or less high-powe red 
phil atelists. But were we deluded! 

W e mu st admit th at we d id meet some 
new faces. But the majority of th e collecto rs 
we encounte red were familiar faces from 
years back. In fact, some we met in th ese 
circles had been collecting stamps long be­
fore we did . We asked ourselves-are th ese 
beginners? 

Bei ng a bit introspective, this bothered us. 
So we paid special attention to th ose we had 
known as collectors for many years, who 
called themselves beginners. In general, 
they were not happy coll ectors. They 
seemed co nfu sed by not knowing wh at to 
collect . They we re skeptical abou t buying 
anything, fearing it may not be genuine ma­
teri al. They fu ssed about the prices of 
st amps, mostly every thing seemed to be priced 
too highl y. They distru sted most st amp deal­
er s. They consid e red th e top auth orities' 
knowledge unreli able. They wo rr ied if a 
newly acq uired recent issue would go up in 
price. This was th e gener al impression we 
received. 

So we conclud ed th at th ese so-call ed hegin­
ners represent not those new in st amp col­
lecting, but a g roup th at has not progressed 
very far. Th eir collecting inte res ts have 
remained st agnant. Although, as me asu red in 
years, th ey are veter an collectors, their phil a-
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. Ill 



ED I TO RI ALS AND OBIT UA RI ES 
telic know-how has not moved beyond th e 
beginner 's st age. 

Anoth er matte r puzzled us about these 
ve teran coll ecto rs. W e wond ered w hy they 
both ered to spend so much of th eir tim e with 
stamp coll ec ting, but ye t seemed to derive so 
littl e enjoyment f ro m it. Th eir sa ti sfaction 
stemm ed mostl y fro m being an office r in a 
stamp cl ub. W e we re in no position to 
gauge th e competence of th eir se rvices in this 
capaci ty, alth ough listening to the readin g of 
the minutes of th e previ ous meetings, we did 
pe rceive a g reat amount of proc ras tin a tion. 
M erito rious suggestions h ad been made in 
the inte res t of se rvice to th e stamp organiza­
tion. Committees w ere appointed to look 
into th e matte r, but excuses were late r 
offered fo r non-execution. 
T H E COL LECT ORS CL U B PHILATEL IST , VO L. XX XV, 
These expe riences convinced us more th an 
ever of th e cha rm and enjoyment of phi­
lately to be fo und in th e commonly called 
" ivory towe r" . H ere we h ave associa ted 
with th e r eal st amp lovers, wh o a re aw are · 
th at phil ately has some dist as teful aspects, 
But th eir impo rtance is seen r ealistically, be­
ing far offse t by th e many att ractive things 
to be found w ithin phil ately. 

W e still have no desire to appea r snob­
bi sh. It is merely a matter of t as te. But 
we re we to associate continu ally with this 
type of old- time coll ectors, who mist akenly 
call th emselves beginners, w e do not think 
we would enjoy phil a tely as much as w e a re 
now doin g. Therefore, th e next time we meet 
one maintaining he is a beginner, we expect 
to ask him- how long have you been col­
lecting st amps ? 
0 bi tu arie s 

Hugh M . Clark 1887- 1956 

Due to our 1956 publication sched ul e, this 
number ma rks th e fir st opportunity fo r 
notice to be made of th e dea th late in J anu­
a ry, 1956 of Hu gh M. C lark . During th e 
60-yea r histo ry of this C lub , th e re we re a 
number of prominent phi latelists, wh o 
helped build our organization into th e premi er 
position it holds today as one of th e wo rl d's 
g rea t phil atelic groups. A nd H ugh M . 
Cla rk 's name shou ld alw ays be incl ud ed 
with th ose who rendered devo ted se rvices to 
th e Coll ecto rs C lub. 

The re a re two t angible ma tters he re a t 22 

East 35 St reet , New Y ork tha t owed th eir 
ex istence prima rily to th e vision and efforts 
of M r. C la rk. T he Lu ff M emo rial R oom in 
thi s build ing was given by th e late Hugh and 
T eresa C lark in memory of J ohn N . Luff, 
M r. C la rk 's predecesso r at the Scott Stamp 
& Co in Co. Th is was both an ad mirable 
bequest as we ll as a pract ical accomplish­
ment. J ohn . L uff had bee n one of Ameri ­
ca's g reat phil a teli sts. In hi s wo rk as edi to r 
of "Th e Scott Catalogue", he bro ught phil a­
telic schola rship onto a higher pl ane, upon 
which successo rs have built. Therefo re, th e 
Cla rk s wished to se t as id e a room in this 
buildin g dedica ted to phil atelic resea rch and 
study. JVI any of Mr. Luff's pe rson al effects 
such as hi s desk, chairs and paintings w ere 
pl aced in hi s memori al chamber . Also th e 
scienti fic in strum ents he had used we re given 
a place w here th ey became avail able to all of 
this C lub's membership. 

The fi rst few yea rs of th e newly crea ted 
Luff Me morial R oom we re a source of dis­
appointment to its donors because littl e 
ac tivity had t aken pl ace th e re. But as in ­
teres t in phil atelic resea rch grew, thi s room 
became one of th e most useful in thi s building. 
If the C la rks and Mr. Luff could a t this 
moment t ake the elevato r to th e fo urth fl oor 
and w alk into th e f ront room, th ey would 
be eve r so r eass ured by see ing th e da ily 
ac tivity go ing on with th e equipment and 
furn ishings in this room. Th e vision of 
fo rmer yea r s has by now become an im po rtant 
fun ction in thi s clubhouse. 

The second contribution made to thi s C lub 
mostly th ro ugh Mr. C la rk 's efforts was th e 
invitat ion to h ave se ri ous specialty Study 
Groups use this C lubh ouse fo r th eir regul a r 
mee tings . Since this program has been in 
oper ation fo r many yea rs, furth er space need 
not be devoted to th e ope ra tion of this Col­
lector s C lub activity. The many competent 
specialists, w ho had been introduced to thi s 
Club th rough th eir St udy Gro up, bespeak 
fo r th is . 

During th e 193o's and ea rly 194o's Hugh 
C lark was very ac tive in th e management of 
thi s C lub. H e bro ught with him th e pres­
tige of holding one of the most r esponsible 
positions in phil a tely, th e edito rship of the 
Scott C a talogues. Mr. Clark's g reates t asset 
w as hi s integrity, which he combined w ith 
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OBITUARIES 
his high ideal s, to pl ace philately on a high 
plane. He since rely believed that thi s Club 
should represent more th an a large member­
ship. H e worked to h ave our organization 
bette r reflect th e cultur al side of phil ateiy. 

Frankness compels an admission that these 
sterling qu alities often made Mr. Clark a 
man with strong likes and di slikes . He was 
never the placid type, forever easy for every­
one to be considered his friend and confidant. 
Many of us dis ag reed at times with him. And 
often hi s tongue was sharp to others. But 
never could we overlook his bas ic motive, 
which w as a dedicated desire to raise and 
keep philately upon a high, honest level. In 
looking back, w e think that often we forgot 
another remarkable trait of Mr. Clark. From 
early boyhood, he had been handicapped 
physically. From those most intimate with 
him, we were told that he had suffered severe 
pain during most of his life. This no doubt 
caused him to act at times in a contentious 
manner. But Mr. Clark showed us how 
one fights back to overcome a handicap and 
carry on 1 ike others. 

A visit to any floor in this Clubhouse,-the 
meeting room on the ground floor , the li­
brary on th e second floor , the Governors 
Room on the third floor and of course, the 
Luff Room on th e fourth floor-all show the 
stamp of the influence and foresight of Hu gh 
M. Clark , of whom it can be truthfully sa id 
that many of his dre ams of high id eals for 
philately h ave already become a reality. 
Hugh M. and T eresa Clark's photographs 
have hung in the Governors Room of this 
Club for many years, and will continue th ere 
along with many others, who se rved us well. 

This Club had a special significance to the 
Clarks. They wanted it to be not only a 
gathering place for philatelists; but a temple 
of culture, as it were, to fos te r and mainta in 
phil ately upon a high plane, while prese rving 
for the future the best th a t all, who had been 
devoted to stamp collecting, had produced . 
They, with many others, have bequested this 
heritage to us. We must strive to ca rry it 
on to greater heights. 

Clarence W . Hennan. M.D. 
1894-1956 

After over five yea rs of suffering and ill­
ness, Dr. Clarence W. H ennan passed away 
THE COL
on February 28, 1956. For a full biography 
of th is illustrious stamp collector refer to 
Volume 32 ( 1953), pages 168 to 170, of this 
magazin e, when Dr. Henn an became th e sec­
ond recipient of our Alfred F. Licht enstein 
M emo rial A ward. Howeve r, this writer 
over the years had become such an admirer 
of his friend , " Doc" Henn an, that he desires 
to t ake some space in thi s magaz in e to pay 
tribute to hi s memory, as he believes most of 
" Doc" H ennan 's phil atelic fri end s knew him. 

" Doc" H enn an in many ways was a g reat 
le ade r for phil ately. H e had an inn a te 
ability to be an executive to organize and to 
ca rry out work. H e was outspoken and forth­
right. H e was helpful. H e se t an exampl e. 
But a t th e same time, he was not reticent 
in expressing his disapproval against those 
he considered bragga rts, self-styled experts, 
or those who aspired to do nothing for phi­
lately except to hold an office in a stamp club 
or organization. It w as often th ese frank 
expressions of his opinion th a t did such g re at 
service to phil ately. It can be truly said of 
him , "that he would r athe r be right th an 
presid ent". This writer can fill up pages 
r ecalling many instances of th ese outst anding 
cha rac teristics in " Doc" H erm an. In sincere 
tribute to hi s memory, as a friend , the w riter 
thought th at a few noteworthy instances 
should be recorded. 

His words of advice to us came regu­
la rly, most alw ays penned upon one of his 
short prescription bl anks. Hi s style of gree t­
ing us cannot be repeated in print. But as 
with most of hi s fri end s, th e writer kn ew th a t 
this was a sign of his friend ship. He would 
criticize, when c riticism was justifi ed . On 
the oth er hand , he would praise us in the 
face of c riticism from others that he con­
sid e red nothing but jealous, fault-finding and 
quibbling. 

R eco llections a re sharp of many expe ri ­
ences with " Doc" H enn an when judging 
philatelic exhibitions with him. W e recall 
one exhibit where " Doc" spoke to his fellow 
judges like this : " I see th at collector 'X' is 
back again with his repaired , res to red , and 
repainted mate rial. I know if we judges don 't 
h and him a gold medal , he is going to be as 
vindictive as possible. He will transfe r his 
financial support to other philatelic organiza­
tions. But I don 't care how much mon ey he 
has, I refuse to give this exhibit an awa rd. " 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. Ill 



OBIT UA RI ES 
And eve ry judge at this exhibit follow ed th e 
leadership of " D oc" H enn an. 

There was anoth er time w hen "Doc" Hen­
nan was j udging with us. H e disagreed with 
many of th e rul es and reg ul ations est ablished 
fo r this ex hibi t ion. M ost of the oth e r judges 
agreed w ith him and we re tempted to judge 
this ex hibition acco rding to th eir own st an­
dards. H owever, it w as th e deep and firm 
voice of " D oc" H enn an th at spoke out say­
ing th a t each exhibito r had paid his entry 
fee acco rding to th e published rules and 
regul ations. It was, th er efo r e, his duty to 
fo llow th ese rul es, no matter if a judge pe r­
sonally disag reed wi th th em. The result was 
th at this dictum was followed. 

" D oc" H enn an 's st and a rd s for phil ately 
wer e high. H e applied these fi rs t to himself. 
This can be illustra ted by his wo rk on th e 
stamps of H aiti. This country was one of 
his pa rticul ar fa vorites. M any yea rs back, 
" D oc" had th e desire and ambition to w rite 
an authorita tive study of H aiti. E ach yea r 
he w ould do some w ork on thi s big proj ect. 
All hi s good fri end s kn ew of this. His am­
bition w as never completely fulfilled because 
around 1950 hi s ill ness began to inte rfe re. 
H owever , so me of hi s fri end s prevailed upon 
him to publish th a t w hich he had w ritten. 
W e recall innumer able conve rsations with 
" D oc" H enn an about thi s. H e kn ew hi s days 
we re numbered, and he wanted to ge t hi s 
knowledge into print. On th e oth e r hand, 
he also advised us th at he h ad not checked a 
grea t deal of in for mation, and he did not 
want his notes to esca pe into print w ith out 
furth er resea rch and stu dy. A fter his wo rk 
on H ai ti began appea ring se ri ally in print a 
few yea rs ago, it was of ten rev iewed and 
spoken of w ith high pr a ise. H owever, " D oc" 
H enn an of ten ph oned us from C hicago, r e­
gre tting ce rta in in fo rm ation being printed, 
which he believed was not accu ra te. In oth er 
wo rd s, he was highly critical of hi s own w ork. 

T oronto in 195 1 hold s a v iv id memory of 
th e courage of this gentleman as well as a 
shining ex ampl e of hi s devotion to phil a tely. 
" D oc" w as beginning to suffer severe 
pain s from hi s ill ness w hen th e Centenni al 
Postage Stamp E xhibition of Canada w as 
t aking pl ace . F rom our pe rson al knowledge 
we knew th at daily during this exhibition he 
would a ri se ea rly and, as a medical man he 
would take seve r al hours to overcome hi s 
handica p. Several times the writer rode with 
TH E CO LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
him later in th e morning to th e exhibition halL 
His spirit and d ispos ition were remarkable. 
H e would ente r th e hall g reeting his many 
fri end s as if nothing we re w rong. His 
humor , as usual, was most evident. Anyone, 
being with " D oc" and having some slight id ea 
of hi s suffering, could not help but ad mire th e 
spirit of this gentleman. 

He w as an inspir ation to many. H e once· 
to ld us th a t we mu st be doing a good job be­
cause of ce rtain biting criticism w e had r e­
ce ived from a ce rtain source . Incid entally, a t 
th e time w e w er e r ath er hurt by this strong 
cnt1c1sm. It w as " Doc" H ennan , who con­
verted this into a feeling of pride, by telling 
us that th e remarks from this qu arte r can 
truly be constru ed as words of pr ai se. 

The r emark able pa rt of "Doc" H enn an 's 
st anding in phil a tely is evidenced by th e w orld­
w ide r espect he and hi s collections had re­
ce ived. H e was highly respected in many 
for eign co untries . In our ow n country he 
had r ece ived many high phil atelic honor s. 
A nd fin ally he w as a g reat le ader locally, do­
ing much to carry on th e bes t in phil ately in 
th e city of C hicago. Anyone, w hom " D oc" 
H enn an consid ered one of his fri end s, can 
always r eta in th e memory th a t th is was a 
stamp of approv al of being a true phila teli st. 

Robert C. H. Lee, M.D. 
Frederico C. Larsen 

1910- 1955 
1910- 1956 

Phil ately suffered two untimely losses 
th rough th e de ath s of D r. R obert C . H . L ee 
of H onolulu , H awaii late in I 955 , and 
Frederico G . L ars en of Bogo ta, Co lombi a in 
F eb ru a ry, 1956. Th ese two phil ateli sts co­
incidentally had th e foll owing in common. 

Dr. L ee and M r. L a rsen we re in th eir 
mid -forti es wh en th eir lives we r e abruptly 
end ed. Both had ea rn ed th e coveted COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST AWA RD fo r th e 
bes t a rticle publi shed annu ally in thi s maga­
z ine. Dr. L ee's studi es of "The F irst I ss ue 
o f C hin a" was awa rd ed thi s medal in 1952. 
Mr. L a rsen for his r esea rch on "Th e F irst 
I ss ue of Colombi a" ea rn ed this medal in 
195 1. 

Furthe rmore, th ese two collecto rs had 
se rved ph ilately well in o rgani zation al work . 
Dr. L ee was in strumenta l in st aging th e 
Phil atelic Exhibition in Honolulu in 1953. 
Mr. L a rsen w as th e moving spirit behind th e­
" Fil atelico C lub of Bogota", his last se rvice 
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being the director of the National Phil a telic 
Exhibition in Colombia during the P an­
American Post al Union Congress held in No­
vember 1955 . Following this, Mr. L a rsen 
se rved on the Intern ational Board of Judges 
at Cupex (Havana, Cuba) in November 
1955, and then visited this country on a busi­
ness trip. Information had reached us that 
Mr. Larsen died while working for phi lately. 
H e was making plans for his country and 
some of Colombia's phil atelists to exhibit at 
FIPEX when he was stricken. 

It may be trite to say it , but neverth eless 
it is true that out of the thousand s, who col­
lect stamps, only a very few a re willing to 
work for philately. Both Dr. Lee and Mr. 
Larsen were among this small number , who 
volunteer to do something for the hobby. 

As for their writings, each has left us 
with new knowledge of great value. Dr. 
Lee established for th e first time the co rrect 
method of the printing used for China's first 
issue, a problem which previously had baffled 
other students of Chinese philately. Mr. 
Larsen dug into Colombia's postal archives 
and extracted the documental fac ts about th e 
first st amps of his country th at showed th e 
order of issuance different from those in the 
general catalogs. His studies were r espon­
sible for these cat alog's changes. Besid es 
th eir award-winning ar ticles, both phil atelists 
had w ritten other excellent a rticles for this 
magaz ine during the las t few year s. 

And finally from contacts with both Dr. 
Lee and Mr. L a r sen, we kn ew th at each h ad 
future plans to wr ite further ar ticles upon 
the issues of China and Colombia respect­
ively. They told us of new knowl edge re­
sulting f rom their research , which th ey had 
planned to publish in this magaz ine. Let us 
be grateful for what th ey had accompli shed, 
while at th e same time having a heavy hea rt 
that two such outstanding philatelists were 
taken from us in th e prime of life and in the 
mid st of g iving us further ph ila telic kn owl­
edge. Now they sh all not be able to fini sh 
this. L et us hope th at th eir fri ends, in spi r ed 
by the memories of th eir work, w ill t ake up 
wh ere both Dr. Lee and Mr. L arsen h ave 
left off. 

H. Dana Mitchell 

Another valued contributor to this journal 
passed away on March 23, 1956 in th e U. S. 
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Naval Hosp ital at Bainbridge, Maryland. 
In vol. 3 I' NOS . 5 and 6 of THE COLLECTORS· 
CLUB PHILATELIST, Mr. Mitchell h ad been 
the chief annota to r of the English tr ansla­
tion of th e Costa R ica section of th e K ohl 
Handbook . In Vol. 32, No. 4, Mr. Mitchell 
completed this valu able work with th e Guan­
cas te section. This was a difficult under­
t aking as th e large file of correspond ence be­
tween Mr. Mitchell and th e edi tor will attes t. 
First of all , a competent German transla tor's 
se rvices had to be secured. Then a straight 
English-language tr anslation of " Kohl " would 
not se rve the purpose, because much of Dr. 
l\!1 unk 's information was either outd a ted or 
incorrect in light of new data and fact s: 
known since " th e Kohl Handbook" had been 
written. The planning and prepa ration of 
this work consum ed hundreds of hours plus 
ca reful concentration. 

Mr. Mitchell was pl annin g some further 
Costa Rica articles for thi s magazin e. W e 
had been co rresponding about it w hen on 
J anu a ry 24, 1956, th e following handwritten 
letter was received: 

" Your kind letter of th e 19th finds me in 
bed at this institution af ter a C hristm as day 
hea rt attack w ith a repeat performance las t 
week, so I shall be un able to do more th an 
acknowledge it a t thi s time. 

Of cou rse, it is out of th e question for me 
to consid e r doing an a rticle fo r the CCP for 
seve ral weeks at least but if I mend satis­
factorily I should like a raincheck on the 
project". 

W e only need add that the "raincheck" 
has had to be cancell ed w ith deep regret. 

Mr. Mitchell was a sincere worker fo r 
philately. H e turned to a relatively unpopu­
la r specialty, Costa Rica, and organized a 
group of philatelists inte rested in th at co un­
try. T o st imulat e and maintain their in­
terests, he spent many hours as a labor of 
love both edi ting and w riting for th eir fine 
periodical "The Cost a Rican Phil atelist". No 
doubt it was thi s common bond of philatelic 
ed itorship th at led to a regul ar cou r se of cor­
respondence between Mr. Mitchell and th is 
writer. The thought occurs th at in oth er 
fields , letters and correspond ence of authors 
and editors often escape into print. These 
writings prove to be exceedingly popular and 
educational. P e rh aps some day phil ately 
will publish posthumously th e most inte rest­
ing parts of a leading philatelist's letters. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. Ill 
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We wo uld like to close this remembrance 

of H . D. Mitchell by quoting one pa ragraph 

from a lette r he wrote us last yea r. This 

writer and Mr. Mitchell were in disagree­

ment about many aspec ts of a ce rtain group 

of Cost a Rican a ir mail cove rs. Through 

co rrespond ence, each of us had been outlin­

ing our opposi te opinions. At thi s point, 

H . D. Mitch ell wro te: 
"Thanks aga in for your long letter. It 

is ce rtainly Aattering for me to h ave an 
ed itor , who must be most pressed for tim e 
wi th two publications, to reply a t such length. 
Of co urse, it is equally pleasant to r ea lize 
that our dispute remains upon th e level of 
a friendly debate. I know th at I ha te to 
beat my brains out on a piece of philatelic 
writing and then hear nothing a t all from it 
one way or the other. It gives you th at li fe 
und e r a barrel feeling. And gener ally I pre­
fer th e 'D ear Sir, you're an ass .... ' type 
of lette r to the ' I want to congratul ate yo u on 
yo ur splendid article' so rt of thing. I alw ays 
am inclined to think the second type is proba­
bly too ill-informed to write anything excep t 
compliments!" 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
Editor's Epilogue 

It has been seldom in the 35-year span of 
this journal th a t five obituaries of prominent 
philatelists were printed in one number. E ach 
of the five contributed g reatly to th e welfare 
of philately. None of the five had re ached 
the well-known biblical age of " three score 
and ten ." There is no doubt th at philately 
has been weakened by these losses. But yet 
all of us, dedicated to philately, must look 
ahead for replacements. And so the cycle 
goes on. We happen to believe that philately 
has not ye t moved into its golden era. We 
a re approaching it. All those depa rted phi­
latelists, who have se rved us well , have done 
their part in beque athing to us a grand heri­
tage. Upon this, we feel certain, coming 
generations will build. As J. R. W. Purves 
wrote in our March number of thi s year, we 
must not forget those who have se rved us 
and ... "There is no factor so encouraging 
and helpful to a present gener ation as th e 
inspiration th at springs from a fine tr ad ition. 
The fai lure to cre ate and maintain such a 
tradition ultim ately quench es the in sp ira ti on 
and with it the enthusiasm of today and to­
morrow." 
The Collectors Club Philatelist Awards 
For Volume 34 of 1955 
The Commi ttee appoi nted by th e President 
to select the best a rticles th at appea red in ou r 
magaz ine du ring 1955 t akes pleasure in ren­
dering the following report: 

Once aga in before annou nci ng our deci­
sions, we feel it only fitting to compliment 
both th e ed itor and all th e membe rs of th e 
Editorial Board for th eir excell ent work in 
maintaining th e high st and ards of th e CCP. 
F urthermore. it was most g ra ti fy in g to see 
th at a number of th e fo rm er medal winners 
con tinu ed to w rite for THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST, alth ough, because of th e rules 
and regul ations es t ab lished some yea rs ago, 
th ese phil atelists a re no longe r elig ibl e for a 
further awa rd. W e would also ment ion 
previous medal winners such as the la te F. G. 
Larsen , Frank M. Cowen, and our President , 
Gen. C. W . Wickersham, who h ave continued 
to write. 

In accordance with the above mentioned 
rul es it might be repeated th at no member of 
the Editorial Board o r a former medal win­
ner is eligibl e. 

After a ca reful r eading and consideration 
of all the elig ible ar ticles, it is the un animous 
opinion of the Committee that THE COL­
LECTORS CLU B PH TLATELTST MEDAL for th e· 
best 1955 a rticle be awa rd ed to: 

Sorou t h, The First Two Issues. 
By L. E. Dawson 

Following ou r past custom of also select­
ing three oth er a rticles fo r Ce rti ficates of 
H onorabl e Mention, we li st th ese below not 
in o rd er of se lection, but alph abetically, by 
th e titl e of their subject: 

H awaii, O verland JV[ ail Via M exico 
By 1 . F. f!Vesterb urg 

Poland, Numb er One 
By V . Rac/111za11off 

(Continued on Page 17.J..) 
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CONFEDERATE STA TES 
OF AMERICA 

The l Oc. Blue 1863 Die B. Date of Issue and Earliest Color 

By LA WREN CE L. SHEN FIELD 

Introduction 

Th e st amps of the Confederate States of 
America have become very popular. This is 
und erst and able in view of th e revival of in­
teres t throughout our country in thi s his­
to rical pe r iod w hen our n ation w as fi ghting 
to prese rve its union. 

Some excellent handbooks h ave bee n pub­
l ished on th e issues of th e C onfeder ate Sta tes . 
Also num erou s a rticles in m any st amp peri ­
odicals have been w ritten about th ese st amps 
and th eir pos tal history. 

However, much still r emains unknown both 
about th e history and usage of th e General 
and P rovisional I ssues. The w riter has been 
pursuing furth er st udies on some of th ese, 
to try to find th e answe rs to some of th e 
unknown problems on those st amps. So fro m 
tim e to time, he w ill offer a short a rticle like 
the one th a t foll ows to th e readers of th e 
C OLLECTORS CLU B PHILATE LI ST. 

This is the common stamp en graved by 
Freder ick H alpin and issued in 1863. It is 
designated in th e Scott Catalogue as Die B, 
and was printed from Pl ates 3 and 4, which 
were m ade of steel. The Die A design, en­
graved by Archer , was printed from P l ates 
1 and 2, also of steel. Beca use th e "F rame­
L ine" IOc st amps, f rom th e same di e as th e 
Die A st amps, th e "T en-Cent" st amps, and 
the Die A st amps a re all known with full ­
dated cancels show ing use from about Apri l 
19 to Apri l 30, 1863, it h as been assum ed 
th at the Die B stamps were sent to P ost-

m aste rs at about th e same time. This can­
not be true-judged by th e examin ation of 
fu ll-dated cancels on th ousands of D ie B 
covers. 

From th ese records, it may be st ated th at 
so fa r no usage of Die B st amps is known in 
Ap r il 1863 . It wo uld seem rema rkable if 
Die B st amps h ad been issued a t about th e 
same tim e as th e oth ers, th a t no exa mple of 
use in April has survived, especially fro m 
th e R ichmond , Va . pos t-office, to w hich 
st amps usually we re sent fi r st . The ea rli ­
es t known use of th e Die B stamp is appa r­
ently M ay 1, 1863, f rom Richmond , alth ough 
this strike is so l ight it could be May 10 or 
19. The next ea rl ies t usages a re May 16, 27, 
and 30. N o other uses in M ay have been 
seen. The June dates known are th e 2nd , 

( Continued on P age 174. ) 
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BOLIVIA 

The 5 Centavos of the 1866 Condor Issue 

By LOUIS STICH 

The study of the 5 Centavos of the 1866 
Iss ue, "The Victor H uberich Collection," 
property of the Collectors C lub, was th e 
topic of th e January 4, 1956 mee ting. 

It is only fitting at the outse t to pay trib­
ute to men like Messrs. H. R. Oldfield , 
Willi am Moser, H . M. Ahrens, E. B aye r 
and seve ral others whose names might be un­
known to some of you, but a re r espected by 
today 's specialis ts of th e ea rly I ssues of 
Bolivia. 

These gentlemen , some of whom lived be­
fore th e turn of the century, made it pos­
sible for us to enjoy the wealth of mate ri al 
of the Condor I ssues which is st ill avail­
able for us tod ay. Many of the complete 
sheets and blocks which still ex ist, including 
th e va lu able sheets of th e va riou s Pl ate condi­
ti ons in thi s coll ection, I am quite sure some 
had been part of the coll ecti ons of th e above­
mentioned gentlemen. 

With th eir intense interest and great fore­
sight in th eir studi es of th e Condor I ssues, 
these gentlemen published many, if not all of 
th eir fi ndin gs. Thus we have inherited not 
onl y th eir co ll ecti ons, but also th ei r knowl­
edge . 

Some of th e outstanding studi es written in 
E nglish come from Messrs. Oldfield and 
Moser. Some of these were published be­
fore and at th e beg innin g of th e turn of th e 
Century. Various a rticles abo ut th e Condor 
Iss ues have also been written in foreign 
languages, beca use some of th ese stud ents 
were of different nat ion alities . But th e most 
interesting are menti oned here. 

The Design of t he Condor Issue 

Considerin g th a t thi s stamp was designed 
alm os t 90 yea rs ago, it st ill can be said tod ay 

that it is beautiful and modern in every 
respect. The simplicity of arrangement of 
ovals, like th e double-lined oval with the 
whi te backg round , which contains th e inscrip­
tion in block letters (at the top " Bolivi a", at 
the bottom center " Centavos", at the lef t 
sid e "Correos", and at th e right side " Con­
tratos") and su rround s th e center glob al de­
sign, makes a rather striking focal point. 
To pl ace more emphasis on the center, the 
backgro und is composed of vertical and diag­
onal lines . 

To complete the exceptionally good balance , 
the four small white ovals containing th e 
figure "5" are set in each co rner, and are con­
trasted to th e outer background by vertical 
and horizontal lines . However, th ere is one 
exception. The position of stamp Io. 12, 

which is the last stamp in the first row on 
the origin al engr aving, also shows diagonal 
lines, which do not appear on any other stamp 
in the sheet. To complete th e design there 
1s a thin line which fr ames the entire st amp. 

The Pla te of the 5 Centavos of the 
1866-1868 Issue 

Usually we a re most inte rested in the fin al 
result of an issue, n amely th e st amp. But 
th e fasc in a ting story behind such results 1s 
th e plate. 

The life of a plate can be like th a t of a 
hum an being; long, dull and uneventful , or, 
as the case might be, sho rt and hectic. In our 
story of th e 5 Centavos, it ce rtainly was a 
sh ort and a hectic on e. 

There have been disp utes over the actual 
iss ue date, although most ca ta logues describe 
o r list the Cond o r I ssues from 1866 to 1868. 
I believe that th e argum ent about issue date 
is sti ll in prog ress, even though the authoriza­
tion of th e I ss ue by th e President of Bolivia 
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was verifi ed and da ted as March 21 , 1867. 
Some phil atelists still consider th e yea r 1866 
as th e date of issue. 

The plate was engraved by a Mr. Estruch, 
of L a P az, and th e printing was exec uted in 
Cochabamba. The plate was of copper upon 
which 6 rows of 12 impressions we re en­
graved, making a total of 72 stamps to the 
shee t. 

The procedure of engravi ng diffe rs g reatly 
from th a t of most oth e r co untries of th e time 
which used a mas ter die , then a tr ansfe r die 
to roll each individual design onto the pla te. 
I t see ms that mod ern printing faci lities were 
not ava ilable in Bolivia. Therefore each de­
sign of the 5 Centavos and all other values 
was eng raved onto th e plate by hand. Fol­
lowing such procedures, each design on the 
plate var ies from the others, producing 72 dif­
ferent designs on the same plate. 

Before I continu e with the life of the pl ate 
of th e 5 Centavos, it would be advisable to 
classify th e many changes made on the plate 
over its short life span. 

Pl ate The pl ate in its original st ate 
I. Retouch 
2. Retouch 
3. Retouch 

Pl ate II I. R e-engraving 
Pl ate III 2. Re-engraving 
Plate IV 3. Re-eng rav ing 
Pl ate v R etouch after th e 3. Re-

engraving 
Pla te VI -1-· R e-eng raving 

I. Retouch of same 
After th e 4. Re-engrav-
ing. 

Plate VII 2. Retouch of same 

At this st age some comments should be 
made about r etouches and re-eng rav ings so 
as to have a bette r und erstanding of all th e 
changes to the pl ate. By a retouch we 
simply mean a strength ening of the lines on 
the lette ring, th e various ovals, the shading 
of the Condo r and th e Globe, and in general 
a repair of all th e wea k lines wherever it 
becomes necessary in the various eng ravings. 
A re-engraving we define as not one but all 
of th e 72 subjects of the pl ate had been re­
cut and worked upon again. 

It see ms that the person responsibl e for 
th e many altera tion s of the plate had a defi­
nite sys tem, ei th er conscio usly or otherwise, 

in proceeding with th e various retouches 
and re-engr avings on the plate. 

The cl assifica tion of all th e various re­
touches and re-eng rav ings of th e plate, wh ich 
became th e ac tu al guid e for th e speci a list of 
Bolivia, must be c red ited to Mr. Oldfield. 
H e also made it possible through hi s effo rts 
to find a marking which wo uld enable us to 
disti nguish th e various printings, even from 
a si ngl e st amp. This was accomplished by a 
ca reful study of th e Globe on which the 
Condo r stand s and his discovery th at he 
co uld distinguish six different types of shad­
ing a t this point. 

I made a rough sketch to illustrate the 
various types of sh ading. 

Ty?~ / . 
J/err/ c;rl a :nd q1,.~go1ul hn<::s 

l/pp•t!117'~t; 07' 4J7.s~n?,.O.S .~K~~1" 1\1"/.Z. 

.Z: />~ATE 4.V.t> i/. P~ATE" 

Type 1. Shows vertical and diagonal 
lines, which appear on all stamps, 
except on r o. 12. 

This type appea rs on Plate I and 
I I. 

Type 2. Shows diagonal lines only. It 
appears on No. 12 in Plate I , 
part of Pl a te II , also on Plate 
IV and V 1n the fo llow in g: 
No. 19 - 22. 

Type 3. Shows diagonal and horizontal 
lines, sometim es also fai nt tr aces 
of th e vertical lines. Appears on 
Pla te III. 
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Ty,ae;] ~h4tlie>NIU .. LINES 
o,y,t.y. 

T. PLA Tc ON' Ne> /:2. 

'f. Pt..!tTt= PA"?T OF 

ii/ Pjl{r$ AP/OEA/0$ oAJ 

V. P"-4 TE .ti/!! 1'9 - :z.;z.. 

Type -t· Shows di agonal and horizont al 
lines, appears on Pl ate III , IV 
and V. 

Type 5. Shows horizontal lines on ly, ap­
pears on Plate III , IV, V , VI 
( most st amps a re of th is type), 
VII. 

T ype 6. Shows no lines, this appea rs on 
Pl ate IV, V on the No. 22 - 24 

only, and on Pl ate VI and VII. 

Another important point of recogniti on is 
the appea ranee of the missing crossba r in th e 
lette r "A ". It seems th at th e engrave r 
missed the ba r on seve ral occasions in th e 
o riginal pla te. The crossbar in the letter 
"A" which appea rs in "BOLIVIA", "CON­
TRATOS" and " CENTAVOS", is some­
times restored in th e various retouches and 
re-engravings, but in oth er Recu ttings was 
ove rl ooked. 

There are many other distinguishing fea­
tures in the various conditions of the plate 
wh ich are of g reat importance in plating, or 
to determine the position in th e right pla te 
condition. But it would be most boring to 
go into a ll th e technical details abo ut a ll th e 
various changes of the plate. Therefore I 
shall onl y stress on the more important ones 
like th e shadi ng on th e body of th e Cond o r, 
wh ich in creases in Pl ate II and dec reases in 

1i;,o~ 3 . .PIAGONAl. AAl.l> 
Ht:>-'!/':Z:OAIT.IJJ.. 

Pl ate II I. Then aga in th ere is an increase in 
the Plate IV, V, VI and VII. Another 
majo r impo rtance fo r distinguishing the vari­
ous pla te conditions can be found in th e wings 
of th e Condor. Through the constant re­
cutting of lines, th e gener al appearance 
changes drastically. 

Besid es th e retouches and the re-engravings 
th ere are other charac te ristics which also 
play a very important part in plating o r se-

D / A<SoNA J.. AN NOlll/ZONrAJ.. 
J..1111£ .s . 

IY. P4A7F 

V · A£AT£ 
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Ty,aF ~ 1-/o,R/ITQNTA,/.. '-/NE' 
C>N~Y . 

iiT . ?.t4TE 

ff, P,t..ATI 

"F l".LA r~ 

w .PL.AT.IC /'fCISOT .sT4H-">S 
fij P,t..A TE 

lec ting a particular field pos1t1on in the shee t. 
These a re known as engraver's slips, and can 
be found throughout th e sheet. From one 
adju stm ent to another, additional slips of th e 
engrave r 's tool can be found; whereas othe rs 
have disappeared ent irely. 

Th ere is so much more to be said about th e 
plate, but I sh all only give a rough su rvey. 

Co!or and Paper 

Si nce our meeting abo ut color on D ecember 
7, 1955 , I have become a bit more cau tious, 
as to th e co rrec t classification of cer tai n col­
ors and their proper descriptive names. 

A specialized classification of all th e colors 
of th e 5 Centavos can crea te quite a prob­
lem. "Stanley Gibbons Ca ta logue" lists no 
less th an 1 5 variations of gree n. "Scott 
Catalogue" li sts 2 majo r an d 8 sub-numbers 
of g reen. To avo id any controv ersy or heat­
ed arguments, I shall mention only th e major 
color varie ties. 

yello\\· g reen ; olive gree n ; early impression 
green, bright green 
du ll g reen 
deep gree n 

The paper var iet ies a re almost as plentiful 
as th e colors . Apparently no effort was made 

17°. 
P' . .D.t.ATE 

to obtai n a stock of uni form quality or tex­
ture. Cop ies a re found on paper varying 
from very thick to med ium to a very thin 
wov e. 

Summary of the Huberich Collection of the 
5 Centavos 

P age 1 Several copies w ith the ea rly im­
pressio ns, which properly come from the 
printing of th e o riginal pl ate. 

Other copies of th e ea rly printings from 
th e fi rst pl a te, but prior to th e third re­
touch of this plate. 

Six copies showing th e 6 types of shading 
on th e G lobe. 

P age 2 Postmarkings. Besides the straight 
tow n ca nce ll a tion, th ere a re also decorative 
and pen cancellati ons. P ostmarkings from 
sma ll towns are very much in demand and 
a re rather scarce. 

Vario us R e-en tries; 

1. st amp show s retouch in the outer line of 
oval with "5" in lower left co rner. 

2. st amp "CONTRATOS" missing cross­
ba r in "A" 

3. stamp "CENT A VOS" missing crossbar 
in "A" 
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4. st amp " BOLIVIA" missing crossbar m 
"A" 

5. stamp no pinion 111 top right wing 
6. stamp "eng raver's slip" scratch in upper 

right co rn er 
7. stri p of 3 showing no " pinions" in both 

wings in th e cente r st amp 
8. stam? shows re-cut wings 
9. pa ir fi rst st amp no " pinion" 111 top of 

right wing. 
second st amp " Bolivia" and "Centavos" 

show missing crossbars. 
10. st amp " Re-cu t" right wing 
11. pa ir "Engravers slip" in " I " of Bolivia 111 

r igh t stamp 

The next nin e pages of th e collec tio11 present 
th e plating of th e 72 subj ects in th e 7 diffe r­
ent plate condi tions. 

Comment on the various shee ts in the 
different plate conditions 

The collection does not contain a sheet of 
th e o rigin al Plate. 

Plat e I ( second stage) I. R etou ch 

This sheet shows fine sharp lines in a ll the 
impressions. The colo r is yellow gree n. A s 
menti oned before, it consists of six rows of 
12, making a total of 72 st amps. It would 
t ake too much tim e to go into all the reasons 
wh y thi s sheet is pl a te I retouched. There­
fore I sha ll only mention ce rtain character­
istics on the stamp, which will prove w ithout 
a doub t th e st age of printing. 

First, " ·e shall exa mine positi on No. r2. 
This stamp in the original plate which shows 
th e lef t wing with clea r lines and pinions, 
wh ereas in thi s sheet th e lef t upper wing is 
retouched and th e pinions a re greatly 
retouched. 

In th e original plat e th e miss ing crossba r 
of th e "A " in " CENTAVOS" appea rs in 
th e follo"·ing positions: 

No . 27 , 28, 29 , 30, 33, 34, 42 , 65 and 67 , 
wh ereas th is printing shows additional varie­
tin besirhs th e above mentioned, which a re 
as fo ll ows: 

No. 3 1, 32, +1 , 53, 54, 66, 68, 69 and 70. 
T n th e original plat e th e mi ss in g c rossbar 

o fthe "A" in "CENT A V OS" appears in 
the fo ll owi ng positions: 

No. 23 , so, 52, 55, 57, 58, 59, 7 I and 72, 
,,·hereas this printin g shows a restoration in 

all th ese varieties, except No. 23 which still 
shows this variety. 

I believe th at this is sufficient proof of th e 
statu s of the plate condition. 

Plat e II First R e-engraving of th e 
entire plat e. 

The 1 in es of the lette ring and of the Con­
dor a re fa irly sharp , whereas th e background 
appea r less di stinct. The G lobe shows di­
ago nal lines, in some cases there are traces 
of ve rtical lines noticeable. 

In thi s re-engravin g it will be noticed th at 
the va ri eti es of the missing crossbar in "A" 
of " CON TRATOS" had not been elimi­
na ted , as can be seen in th e fo llowing No. 65, 
66, 67, 68, 69 and 70 positions. 

No. 23 is th e only position which shows the 
variety of the missi ng crossbar in the "A " 
of "CENT A V OS". 

P osition No. 42 does not show any sh ading 
on top of th e left wing, nor does it have th e 
curved line along th e sa me place. 

The shad ing in the bod y of the Condor is 
much heavier and a different lineform can 
be noticed . M any of the wings of the Condor 
show no pinions on either the left or th e right 
side. 

The curved lines of the Globe in position 
No. 58 had been overlooked entirely; only 
traces of the old lines a re visible. In No. 
66 there is an addition al line along the left 
wing. 

Plate III S econd R e-engravi11g 

This printing shows th at the shading of the 
Globe consisting mostly of diagonal and hori­
zontal lines. This appears to be true of most 
of them , except o. 13 , 28 , 31, 43 and 70 on 
which the shading comes from the horizontal 
lines on ly. 

F ew varieties with the m1 ss 111g crossbar in 
the "A " are found in this printing. Position 

1 o. 9 and 48 show this variety of th e miss ing 
crossba r in "A " of "CENTA VOS". An­
other variety appears in No. 60 with the 
missing bar in " BOLIVIA" . 

Compared w ith th e Plate II , many of the 
missing pinions have been r es to red, whereas 
others appea r to be abse nt again. 

Plat e I V . Third R e-engraving 

In the las t two plate conditions it can be 
noticed, th at the lines become less and less 
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distinct , whil e th e background becomes partly 
blurred . It also seems obvious th at th e wo rk 
of th e engraver has become less ca reful. 

The sh ading of th e body of th e Cond or is 
stronger again and also show s diffe rent 
directions. 

The va ri ety of th e mi ssing crossbar in th e 
"A " of "CEN TA VOS" appea rs in th e fol­
lowing position No. 4, 6, 9 and 48. 

No. 8 shows th e same va riety in " BO ­
LI V IA" and "CEN T AVOS". 

No. 1 , 13, 37, 41 , 42 and 43 show only pa rt 
of th e c rossbar of the "A " of "CO N ­
T R A T OS". 

r o. 3 1 is th e only one of the 72 pos1twns 
on th e pl ate which has no pinions on the right 
wing. 

N o. 38 and 39 show eac h a do t in th e 
center of th r " O" of " BOLI V IA" . 

In each of the va rious r e-engravings one 
w ill find many "Engraver's slips". 

Plat e V. R etouch after th e I I I R e-engrav ing 

Alth ough this printing presents a retouch 
of th e previous re-engraving, th e lines look 
much more distinct. The variety of th e mis­
sing crossbar in th e "A " a re as fo llows, 

" CON TRATOS" No. 1, 13, 20, 27, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 37, 41 , 42 , 43, 53 and 61. 

" B OLI VIA" and "CEN T AVOS" To. 5, 
8, 21 and 60. 

"CON TR A TOS" and "CEN TA VOS" 
No. 15 and 42. 

"CEN T AVOS" No. 4, 6, 16, this st amp 
shows an add itional varie ty, a missing 
ba r in th e "E" of "CEN TAVO S" 38, 
44, 48, als o shows broken crossbar i11 
" T " of "CONTRA T OS" and 66 
shows besides th e "A" variety, a 
bro ken " L " in " BOLIV I A". 

C om pared w ith Plat e I V th e following 1o. 
17, 29, 41 and 45 do not show th e 
Vl'r tical lin es i11 th e lrft wing. 

There a re many more varieti es which co uld 
be menti oned, but I beli eve th a t thi s is suf­
fic ient to es t ablish th e retouch on this Pl a te. 

Plate /II . (F irs t S tage) I V . R e-engraving. 

There are aga in dr as tic alte ra tions notice­
able on th e plate. The general appea rance is 
blurred , which is easy to unde rstand because 
th e many re touches and re-engrav ings ce r­
t a inly lef t th eir ma rks. 

In this printing nea rly a ll th e subjects 
show th e horiz o11tal shading in th e Globe. 
H owever the re a re a few with out any shad­
ing at all. They a re, as fo llows: No. 1 , 7,. 
16, 30, 31, 32, 33, 37, 46 and 53. 

Again many of th e va rieti es of th e miss­
ing crossbar of "A " a re seen in " BO­
Li V I A". They a re as fo llows: No. 1 , 8, 
10, 21 , 28, 37, 40, 47 besides th e " A" va­
riety it also shows a br oken " T " in "CON­
TRATOS", and 65. 
The missing crossbar of th e "A " in " BO­
LIV IA and CON TRATOS" a re to be 
found on th e fo llowing o. 34 and 51. 

The missing crossbar of the "A " in "CON­
TRATOS" is fo und on To. 15, 20, 25, 
26, 48 and 64. 

The mi ss ing crossba r of th e "A " i11 "CEN­
T AVOS" is fo und on No. 38, 42, 44 in 
this st amp th e " I " of " B OLIV I A" pene­
tra tes across the band , 61 and 66. 

Th e do ts in th e No . 38 and 39 in th e " O" 
of "BOLIVI A" w hich occurred on th e I V 
Plate condition a re still visible. 

No. 63 shows only th e top pinion in th e 
left wing, whereas th e two lower a re miss ing. 

Plate VI . ( Seco nd Stage) First R etouch 
of th e I V R e-engraving. 

This printing appea rs even more blurred 

th an th e previous one. The shading on the 

G lobe on all th e retouched copies is com­

posed of shorter lines . 

The va riety of th e mi ss in g crossba r in th e 

"A " a re as fo llows, in "B OLi V I A" No. 1 , 

3, 4, 8, 1 o, 13, 22, 28, 33, 37, +o, 47 and 65 . 

" BOLIV I A" and "CONTRA T OS" No. 7, 
15, 21, 3+, 51 and 55 this stam p shows 
also a missing crossbar in the " T " of 
"CON TR A T OS". 

"CON TRA T OS" No. 12, 20, 26, 27, +8 
52, 57, th is stamp shows also a broken 
"T" a11d " R" in "CON TR ATOS" 
58 and 6+. 

"BOLIV I A" and "CENTAVOS" No. 53. 
"CE N T AVOS" No. 38, +2 , ++. 61 and 66. 

Fo r th e purpose of co mpa rison in estab­
lishing th e retouched pla te fro m th e prev ious 

(Continu ed on P age 194. ) 
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VENEZUELA 

The Contrasena Overprints 

By C. W. WIC KERSHAM 

(Continued F rom P age 51.) 

I t is not clear w heth er th e str ip of trans­
fe rs I to 5 w as always constant. In three or 
fou r positions T r ansfer 3 cannot be clea rly 
identi fied , and Transfers r, 4, and 5 have 
no dist inguishing mark. There are also dif-

Rows 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 2 [ i l '! 'J l c. 
b tl 9 lU 0 ( 

11 l l · 1'! 15 11 llC.J 
lb l H 19 _£0 10 1( 

l , c '! 5 1 _.£ 
0 ( t 9 10 b J 

11 le. lj l'! l'J 11 lC. 
l b 1'( ltl 19 c::u lo 17 

1 2 j '! 5 
b 7 ts 9 lU b '( 

l o 13 l '! 15 11 lC. 
12 lj c::u lb 17 

1 2 3 '! 5 b 7 
b 7 ts 9 10 11 12 

11 12 lj l'! 15 .10 17 
10 l '( l tl 19 20 lb l( 

1 j '! ') b 7 
llJJ l~ 

ts 9 0 I 
b l '! l'J 11 le. 

In th e above diagram, t ransfers 1 , 4 and 5 
a re fi ll ed in, but have no identi ficat ion ma rks. 
N umbers in pa rentheses are not clea rly 
ident ified. T he blanks are not ident ified. 

Th e tr ansfe rs may be desc ribed ten ta tively 
as fo llows : 

I. N o distinguishing ma rk fou nd. 
2. Colored dash or ma rk on right of top 

stroke of " E " of "CORREO"; broken top 
stroke of " E " of second " DE" . 

3. Mi nute colored do t or ma rk high up 
in front of " D " of first " D E". (No t al­
w ays disce rn ible ) . 

8 

j 
0 

l• 

11 

_b 
lj 
lo 

tl 
l_j 
lo 

Q 
lj 
l o 
.l l 

I 

1) 
_IJ 
lj 

fic ult ies of identification in the lowe r left 
co rn er block, and in one or two · other ir­
regul ar strips. The tentative diagram shows 
th ese d ifficulties, as well as the regular blocks 
of transfer s of th e st amps, as follows : 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Rows 

'! 
9 

1'+ 
l\.I 

'! 

9 
l't 
l Y 

9 
l't 
lY 

9 
l '! 
19 
19 

< 

_p 
c 

l• 

') 1 2 j ::>< 'J 
lU b ( tl 9 lU 
l 'J 11 12 li 1'! 1 '"l 
.... u l 2 [ il '! ') 

I) b 7 ts g lU 
l(J l 2 '! ~ 
1 ') b 7 ts 9 
20 12 li 

l b 17 lo 17 
b 7 ts 9 10 

15 11 12 n ,.__.... 
~ 

20 lo 17 ltl 19 .:>< 
10 l 2 . .><; 
15 b 7 ts g 10 
20 11 le. l i 1 15 
c.u lb 1'( ltl 19 c::u 
10 b 7 tl 9 lU 
15 11 12 l .:; H l~ 

lb 
' 

17 !ts 19 <::U 

15 b 7 ts 9 lu 

4. No dis tinguishing ma rk. 
5. Same. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

6. Small do t to right of lowest lef t scroll 
in lower lef t corner.9 

7. Same as T ransfer 2 of r st setti ng. 
8. Same as Transfer 3 of rst set ting. 
9. Same as Transfer 4 of I st sett ing. 
IO. Slight dash in fr ont of " D " of fi rst 

" DE", somet imes fai nt and hard to discern ; 
r a rely not discernib le. 

9 A number o f Transfe r r imp ress ions 111 th e fir st 
se ttin g show th e sa me dot. 
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VENE ZUEL A'S CoN TR ASENA OvERPRINT 
Fig . 38 . Normal bl ock of tran sfers of the Vl. Real , 2nd Setting, 1877 . 

I I . Small colo red ma rk under "AL" of 
"REAL" below and usually touching outer 
fr ame line; sometim es a minute dot after 
" REAL". 

I2 to 20. Same as Transfe rs 7 to 15 of 1st 
se tting, respectively. 

Fig . 39. En la rgement of No. 46 in the sheet 
of the l/ 2 Real, 18 77 , 2nd se tting, showing 
colored flaw . 

Flaws. There is a large colored blob over 
the "U. U ." in th e lef t hand stamp in the 
fourth ho rizontal row of the sheet . This is 
position No. 46 in th e shee t ( type 16). As 
it appea rs also in th e block of 70, it is proba­
bly constant. 

There is also a large white Raw above 
the " L " of " R EAL " in the 9th st amp of the 
14th horizontal row. This is position num­
ber 204 in th e shee t. It is not known w hether 
this is const ant or not. 

Transfer Fo lds. A marked tr ansfe r fo ld 
ex ists affecting fiv e st amps of the eleventh 
vertical column. Sta rting w ith position num­
ber 131 in th e sheet (9 th horizo ntal row) it 
extends downward through the nex t four 
stamps in th e column. 1 ts effect on th ese 
st amps may be descr ibed as fo ll ows: 

No. 13 1. Squeezed " REO " of "COR-
REO"; squeezed left st a r ; whi te line from 
"M" of "lVIEDIO" down through frame 
lines. 
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VENEZUELA'S CONTRASENA OVERPRINT 
No. q6. This is the "DF" error. The 
white line co ntinues from the top frame line 
straight down through top of "L" of "LOS" 
and "M" of "MEDIO", and so through 
the lower fr ame lines; the "E" of th e first 
"DE" and the "L" of "LOS" are affected, 
the former becomi ng an "F", so that the 
word reads "DF"; the "M" of "MED IO" 
is squeezed . 

No. 16I. The transfer fo ld conti nues 
through th e firs t "DE" and the "M" of 
"MEDIO" and on down through the lower 
frame lines; half the back of the " D" of 
" DE" is missing, the "E" has lost its back , 
and the lower part of th e first st roke of the 
" M" is missing. 

No. l 76. The transfer fold continues 
through this stamp. The " D " of "DE" looks 
like a "P" and the "E" has a missing top 
corner. Most of th e left stroke of "M" is 
gone. 

No. 191. This is the last stamp affected. 
The octagonal line above "-EO DE LOS" 
is bent and broken over the "E" of " DE" 
and the "D" is squeezed; the "C" of "COR­
REO" and the first "O" is defective. 

It is possible that there was a third set­
ting of the Yz Real with the overprint of this 
issue, i. e.-small "c" of "CORREO". 
There is a block of six and a strip of four 
in the collection whose st amps show none 
of the transfers of either the first or the 
second setting. 

Errors of Overprint. The fo llowing have 
been noted: 

r. "de co rreo de correo". 
2. "Contrasefia de Contrasei'ia 
3. "Est a Estampillas" 
+· "Es tampill as Estampillas" 
5. "Es tampill as de Estampillas" 
6. Both lines "Contrasei'ia" 10 

7. One line of overprint. 
8. Three lines of overprint. 
9 . . Broken lines. 

10 Fulcher refers also to a stamp where both lines 
read "Estam pilla s de correo 11

• ''Stanley Gibbons 
1\1onth ly Journal", Febru ary, 192;, p. 1 oo. 

Fig. 40. Reconstructed vertical strip from the 
2nd setting showing transfer folds on the 
1877 lf2 R. 
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Fig. 4 l . Block of eight of the 

I R eal Vermilion. H all & F ulch er st ated 
th at they could not say anything as to th e 
setting or settings of this st amp, but it ex­
isted t ete-beche, th ere being two pairs in the 
H all collection . The w riter can add little 
to th ei r st atement, as he has insufficient ma­
terial to id entify transfers or to venture a 
st atement as to the size of th e sheet or its 
compos1t10n. The la rgest piece examined is 
a block of eight with normal overprint . As 
usu al w ith these issues, the overprint exis ts 
both norm al and inverted. 

Judging by some fifty or more copies ex­
amined, the pr inting was not ve ry well done. 
Many of the st amps have a rough appea r­
ance, and poor inking is common. The over­
print is so small th at it is difficult to read. 
If R asco printed th ese st amps, it mu st be 
said th at he did a better job w ith th e Yz 
R eal. 

F ulcher suggest s th at th e setting was th at 
of th e 1 R eal lithogr aphed by Aramburu 
for th e 1875 issue, as th e st amp is kn own 
tete-beche.11 E xamin ation, howeve r, of a 
block of eight and three blocks of fo ur in 
the collection discloses none of th e ch arac­
teristics of any of th e 25 tr ansfe r s used by 
Aramburu fo r th e 1875 st amp. Moreover, a 
hor izontal tete-beche pair in th e collection is 
clearly not from transfer s 1 or 6 of the 187 5 
issue, as it should be if Aramburu 's 1875 set­
ting was used. 

11 "Stanl ey Gibbons M onthl y J ourn al", Feb ru ary, 

Real, 1876, normal overprint . 

There was only one horiz ontal tete-beche 
pair in th e sheet of the I 87 5 setting, as 
F ulcher co r rec tly says, since th e five inverted 
st amps in the bottom row were contiguous, 
st a rting from the left of the sheet . T he 
tr ansfe r s in th e horizontal pa ir were I os. 
I and 6. 

C learly, th en, th e 1 R eal of r876 was not 
from th e Aramburu setting of 187 5. 

The outst anding piece of th e 1876 st amp 
is, of course, th e tete-beche pai r , but w here 
it occurred in th e sheet is unkn own to th e 
w riter. 

E ithe r the re were very few inve rted stamps 
in th e sheet, o r not m any sheets we re pro­
duced. Whateve r th e reason, the re is no 
doubt th at ve ry few tete-beche pai rs sur­
vived. In th e inve rted st amp in the writer's 
coll ection, th ere is a line of colo r extending 
fro m th e mid dl e hor izontal st roke of th e " E" 
of the seco nd " D E" through th e "D" and a 
colored spo t on th e upright st roke of the 
"D" near th e junction of th e two lines. A 
ve ry si mil ar l ine and spot appear also in the 
lower lef t st amp of th e block of eight. 

1925, p. r oo. Fig. 42 . Tete-beche pair of the l Real , 18 76. 
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VENEZUELA's CoNTRASENA OvERPRINT 
Fig. 43. The 1876 l Real with large colored 
flaw. 

Flaws. In one pos1t10n there is a heavy 
blob of color completely eliminating the "L" 
of "REAL" and reaching to the bottom outer 
frame lin e. The "A" is also affec ted. As 
this has been seen only on one st amp, it is 
impossible to say whether it is constant or 
not. 

Errors of Overprint. A number of er­
ro rs of overprint have been noted on the 
1 Real. These are as fo llows: 

1. "de c mpillas" 
2. "Estampill as de Estampillas" 
3. "Estampill as de tampill as" 
4. "Contr asefia" line is above. 
5. "de correo de correo" 
6. One line of overprint. 
7. One half line of overprint. 

Doubtless there are others .12 

Cancellations. The cancell ations on the 
1876-77 "Contrasefia" issue are much the 
same as on the previous emission. The 
numerals and the sunbursts conti nue. Of the 
former, the numerals 3, 7, and 8 in black 
have been noted on the 1 Real and the 3 and 
8, also in black, on th e 0 Real. The Valen­
cia oval has been found with dates in each 
year from l 876 to 1878. Three new cancel­
lations have been seen-namely, the Tinaco 
oval, the Caracas large double oval with full 
dates, and the Franca single-lined oval with­
out loops. They may be classified as 
fo llows: 

CA 3 o. Caracas double oval with full 
dates. This is a very large 
double oval with the day, month 
and year in the center. Between 
th e two oval lines appear th e 

12 "The London Philatelist", 1918 , page 264. 

Fig. 44. Caracas double oval cancellation dated 
August 23, 1877 on pair of the V2 Real. 

words "ADMON GENERAL 
DE CORREOS" and th e town 
name, also in cap itals. There 
is a small st a r at each end of 
the name. Black. 

CA3 q. Tinaco oval. Medium sized single 
oval wi th name TIN ACO 111 

cap ital letters. Black. 

Fig . 45. Left: Tinaco oval cancellation. Right: 
" Franca " oval without loops on lfi Real. 1876. 

CA5 b. "Franca" ova l withou t loops. This 
is a si ngle heavy-line oval wi th 
the word "FRANCA" in cap i­
tal letters enclosed . Bl ack. 

This I 876-77 Con trasefia issue was th e 
last of the regular postal issues of Venezuela 
until 1880, the year in which Venezuela 
joined th e postal union. Overprinting the 
stamps in minute letters must have appealed 
to th e government. The pri nting of several 
settings of the Escuelas stamps in the same 
year, 1876, with overprin ts referring to de­
crees permitting their use for postal pur­
poses, has already been described in earlier 
issues of this journ al.13 

13 COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, Vols. 28, 
p. 2.lJ, and 29, p. 46-53. 
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VE NEZUELA'S CoNTRASENA Ov E R P R IN T 
CCP AWARDS 

(Continued From Page 16r.) 

Unit ed States, Plat ing of tlze City 
D espatch P os t Stamps 

By Frank S. L evi, Jr. 

Because of its current interest and intelli­
gent approach, we also wish to recommend 

th at a Certificate of Special Mention be 
awarded to: 

Philat elic I conography 
By Eugene V. Conn ett , III 

R espectfully submitted , 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT, C hairman 
CCP Aw ards Committee 
CONFEDERATE STATES 
(Continued from P age 162.) 

5th , 6th, 8th , 12th (2) 15th, 16th and 19th­
a total of nine. Beginning with July the 
stamps were evidently in full supply. Of 
course, only fully year-dated townm arks are 
considered, and, of the above thirteen early 
dates, n ine were from the Richmond P. 0. 

It seems evident th at the supply of Die B 
stamps even in May and June was extremely 
short-possibly only a few sheets, and these 
were sent principally to the Richmond post­
office; and that no Die B sheets were issued 
in time for use in April, when the other three 
designs w ere supplied to many post offices. 
Consequently, Die B stamps used in M ay 
a re r arities (o f u sage) , and usages in June 
are ne arly as sca rce. 

Earl iest Color 
The color of the Die B st amps with the 

earliest uses is also interesting to study. It 
has been assumed th a t because the Die A 
st amps appea red in April and May in a beau­
tiful pale milky blue shade that the earliest 
Die B stamps a re of th e same shade . P os­
sibly this belief has been supported by the 
catalog li stings; the Die A in "milky blue" 
is li st ed at a value tw ice the commonest 
" blue" color ; th e Die B, listed also in " milky 
blue", at tw ice the commonest color. Both 

sh ades were apparently listed to give recog­
nition to the rel a tive scarcity of th e colors of 
the ea rliest printing. This " milky blue" color 
is accurate for th e Die A , but not for the 
Die B stamps. 

The ea rliest color of Die B stamps is a 
peculi a r shade of bright, light blue. The im­
press ions are exceptionally hard and sharp , 
showing the w avy outer-line of th e scroll s 
nea rly complete and clear. The so ft , almost 
proof-like impress ion of th e ea rlies t " milky 
blue" Die A st amps is absent. The nearest 
approach in Die B st amps to th e ea rly " milky 
blue" color of Die A is th e intense opaline 
blue shad e that first appeared in late July 
and ea rly August of 1863. This beautiful, 
almost iridescent color , often he avily inked, 
is indeed striking, but it is far deeper th an 
the earliest color of Die B. This ink-mix 
was confined to the printing of Die B stamps 
alone, and was not used after October, 1863. 

There is possibly no prettie r showing of 
Confede rate States stamps (and at moderate 
cost, too) th an a selection of pages with fine 
covers showing the sh ades of this 1oc. 1863 
steel-plate st amp. The color r ange is almost 
infinite. But only a few-the ea rliest " milky 
blue" color of Die A- The Die B opaline 
blue- bluish-green of Die A-the deep bril­
li ant blues of late 1864-The dark du ll blues 
of th e K eating & Ball printing-are scarce . 
The Escuelas issues of 1879 and 1880, 
when th ey appeared , were also available for 

postage and were so used, even after th e so­
called "Correos" issue of the latter year. 
The form er was overprinted in minute let­

ters referring to the decree of June 27, 1870. 
Except for these and the L a Guaira locals, 

we can say that this completes the study of 
the class ic issues of Venezuela. Many of 
them are far rarer than catalog prices indi-

cate. In past years Venezeula has been 
ranked as an unpopula r country, so fa r as its 
st amps were concerned. This is a most un­
deserved reputa tion. Fortunately it is fad ing. 
The recognition of its early cl ass ics and fasci­
nating postal history, the popularity of its 
air stamps, the beauty and variety of its later 
issues, and th e growth and prospe rity of th e 
country itself, all point to a g rowing recog­
nition and interest in Venezuela and its 
stamps. 

- THE END -
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VICTORIA 

The Big Story Of A Li t tle Stamp. 

The H istory Of The 5/- " Laureated " From 1867 To 1912 

By J. R. W . PURVES 

PART 11.* 

THE 5/- 1881-1884 

We have noted certain Raws which ap­
peared , on both the red and blue portions of 
the design , in the last printing of 1880. These 
-and other more general indicia- pointed to 
the plates having deteriorated to such an 
extent that something new was required. 

It is not therefore surprising to find th a t 
major changes had t aken pl ace when the nex t 
printing made its appearance, circa 12.5.81 . 
Rundell noted , in th e "Austr alian Stamp 
Journ al" for March 12, 1937, that although 
the last I 56 of th e previous printing of the 
5/ - was issued in February 1881 the new 
printing co uld not have been issued befo re 
12.5.8 1, the day of th e first delive ry into 
stock . This me ans th a t for upw a rds of 
three month s th ere were no 5/- stamps in 
stock ! Mr. Rund ell found him self un able 
to account for thi s del ay "except by th e sup­
position th at new formes we re being pre­
pared". 

Th at seems on th e facts, true enough , but 
the truth was th a t more than new formes 
were involved. It was a case of producing 
new dies, for both th e fr ame, th e Crown and 
inscription portions of th e design respective­
ly. The fr ame die was ce rtainly produced 
from , more probably "via" , Grosse's original 
die. From this a matrix would h ave been 
struck in sof t steel , this matrix then being 
hardened. From th e h ardened matrix a rep­
lica of th e die was struck on soft steel and 
from this replica th e Crown, "VICTORIA", 

*Pa rt 1 is to be found in V ol. 3~ Nos. ; and 6. 

"F IVE SHILLINGS" and the two periods 
(stops) were ca refully cut away. This in 
its turn was hardened and became the new 
fr ame di e. It was used to strike moulds for 
the plates (each of 100 impressions) of 1881 
and 1891 respectively, and, as we shall see 
la ter , th e 1891 plate was aga in t aken into 
use in Janu a ry 1901 and continued in use 
until the end of the chapter in 1912. 

The same procedure co uld also have been 
used to produce a new die for what became 
the red portion of the stamp, in which event 
th e fr ame portion would h ave required to 
be cut away. This w as not done. On th e 
other hand an entirely new die was engraved. 

None of the above details appea r in th e 
Archives. They have been deduced from th e 
stamps alone, but th e facts a re conclusive as 
to their correctness. Nor do we know th e 
identity of the Engrave r responsibl e. The 
evidence ava il able to me ce rta inly does not 
sugges t th at it was C ha rles Naish (who en­
graved all but th e 2/ - value of th e Queen's 
H ead stamps iss ued in th e period 1880- 1881 ). 
Willi am Bell ( who was responsibl e for th e· 
2/ - 188 1, th e die for which had been en­
graved by him a number of years before) had 
long since departed from Victo ri a. No r w ere 
proofs of either portion of th e 5/ - found in 
the work of Arthur Willi ams, who engraved 
many of th e " Stamp Duty" se ri es of 1879 
and some late r stamps of th e go 's. Proofs 
of either, o r both , portions of th e 1881 design 
are. in fact, unknown to me so th at it seems 
unlikely at thi s late stage, ne arly 75 yea rs 
on, th a t we will ever asce rt ain who was th e 
Engraver responsible. 
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VI C TORI A 5/- " LA U R EA T ED" 
At any r a te the necess ity fo r producing two 
d ies plus, via th em, two new plat es would 
ce rtainly explain th e three month s delay to 
w hich refe rence h as been m ade. 

The new " blue" die shows no blue line at 
top center (e.g. ove r th e "TO") as h ad been 
left in th e cutt ing out of the Crowns prio r 
to th e fi rst bi-color print ing of 1868. The 
new ' red' die differs fr om th e relevant por­
tion of Grosse's origin al des ign as fo llows:-

(a ) When "cutting out" this portion for 

th e red printing plate of 1868-80, since 
th e lowe r line had not been cut out 
and th erefore printed in blue, it fol ­
low ed th at only one ( th e top) of th e 
two orig inal base lines in the C row n 
printed in r ed. In th e 1881 die two 
lines a re again found. 

(b) The central cross near th e base of the 
Crown is smaller th an in the 1867 de­
sign, but the jewels along its base a re 
large r . There a re, of course, m any 
oth er differences. 

The Printings Of I 8 81 

It is impossible, on th e mater ial befo re me, 
to make any accurate differentiation between 
th e April and June deliveries. The st amps 
fa ll generally into two schools of sh ade, viz : 
" brigh t blue" (shades) or "indigo-blu e" 
(shades). L ikewise th ey a re met ( in both 
blue shades) w ith two va rieties of single-line 
perfo rati on :-

(a) P erf . " r 1 Yz - 12" ( two m achines), 
sha rp teeth , large holes. These ma­
chines generally ga uge 11 y,i and neve r 
quite 12. They a re th e same two ma­
chines w hich had previously give n 
blunt teeth and smaller holes, both 
machines having been r epaired at th e 
end of 1879 to g ive th e char acteristics 
mentioned. 

(b) P erf. 12,;4, 12)/z : blunt teeth , small 
holes. 

Of th e two shades th e second noted is con­
side r ably th e scarce r. I have three copies 
( two in a pair ) in the second sh ade ( pe rf. 
12 ,;4, 12)/z) w ith watermark reversed. 

In my expe r ience varieti es (a) and ( b) a re 
about equ ally common, irrespective of the 
shade. 

Numbers In Sheet. Construction Of Plate 

As Mr. R undell st ated the 1881 st amps 
were pr inted in sheets of JOO (IO x IO). 
Techn ically they a re not so interest ing as 
th eir predecesso rs. In Victoria, from the 
end of 1875 on, it was possible, with an im­
provement in th e capaci ty of the elect ro lytic 
bath s used, to grow cont inuous elect ro type 
shell s of 120 ( 12 x IO) norm al size impres­
sions, which had been an impossibil ity in th e 
year s I 867 - I 868. This meant tha t th ere 
was now no need to du plicate fro m a " mas ter­
group" and one does not therefo re find any 
repeating "p rim ary" fl aws. All th at was 
done was to impress 1 oo lead moulds fro m 
each die, g roup th ese togeth er in two blocks 
of IO x 10, and g row two continu ous shell s, 
each of roo impressions. These, duly backed 
and mounted, furni shed th e two printing 
pl a tes required. The constant fl aws to be 
fo und on both will be desc ribed la te r. I 
have isolated about 25 constant va rieties. Al­
th ough I have a number of la rge blocks (of 
12, IO, 6 and 4 ) and h ave achieved some 
smaller reconstructions, I have g rave doubts 
wheth er th e material ex ists to complete the 
reconstruct ion of th e sheet. 

Printings 

Mr. Rund ell 's ex tr acts show th at the total 
number of st amps printed, viz. 60,000 were 
delive red into stock as fo llows:-

12.4.81 
3.6.8 1 
8.6.81 

25,000 
I 5,000 

20,000 

60,000 

" Plate Ill " ( 1881 ) 

A list of th e more prominent plate vane­
ties of w hich two or more cop ies have been 
fo und. 

A. BLUE PO R T I ON 

( i) A white spike projects inwards from the orna­
ment under the fir st "L" of "SHI LLI NGS". I s No. 
73 in sheet. 

( ii ) Color excrescence under "H" of " S HIL ~ 

L I NGS". l s No. 9 1 in sheet. 

(ii i) Wh ite spot in color under chin. 

(iv) Extra co lor on ornament to left of left hand 
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VI C TORIA 5/- " L AU R EA T E D " 
Fig . 188 1 : Pair: Right hand stamp shows 
the vari e ty sho rt seco nd " I" in " SH I LLI NGS" 
and the left hand stamp a flawed seco nd " S" 
in " SH ILL INGS". 

ustop11

1 on orn ament to left of "E" of "FIVE" and 
around base o f des ig n res pect ive l y. I s in botto m 
ro w of sheet. 

( v ) Broken top to orn ament to immedi ate left of 
Cro wn. 

( vi ) White exc rescence in co lor bet w een th e t wo 
scro ll s over " A" of "V ICTORIA''. 

( vii ) N ick in oute r base of orn ament und e r " E" 
of "FIVE" . 

( viii ) Oute r tip o f o rn ament und er second "L" of 
" SHILLINGS" is broken. 

( ix ) Some small wh ite fl a w s on and around o rna­
ment unde r "E" o f ''FIVE". 

( x ) Color e n and ove r ornaments over 14 VI C". l s 
down left sid e of sheet. 

( x i) Lower left outline broken of lower of two 
scro ll s at le ft centre . 

( x ii ) M arked breaks in to ps of three orn aments 
ove r " RI A" . 

(x iii ) Broken to p to orn ament over ''R[A ". Same 
sta mp shows also a co lo red spot in top of lo w e r 
ornament to left of "V" of "V ICTORI A" . 

(x iv ) Broken south-west outl ine to the to p of the 
two sc roll s at left ce ntre . 

(x v ) Spot of col or in ba se of orn ame nt to left of 
" ! " of " FI \ ' E". 

(x v i ) E x tr a co lor in tops of or naments ove r 11 I A " . 

B. R ED l'O R T JO N 

( i ) Cent re of Cro wn Aa wed over " TO". 
( ii ) A prom inent nick in ri g ht o f 11 V' 1 of 11 FI VE ". 
( iii ) Sou th-ea st portion of second "S" of "S HIL-

L! NG S" is miss in g. 

Fig . 2 188 1 : Bro ken o rnaments over " IA" of 
VICTORIA' '. 

Fig . 3 188 1: Fl awed " R" in " VICTORIA" _ 

{iv) Short second " I " in "SHILLINGS" (bottom 
half is broken off). Al so numerou s Aaws in sid e 
C rown. The ''short l" is pe rhap s the be st va rie ty to 
be fo und in thi s printing. ls stamp on the ri ght of 
the previou s v ariety. 

(v) Middl e of " R" of " VI CTORIA" is Aawed. 
(v i) Thick base to " T" of " VICTORIA" and' 

twi sted second "[ " of " SHILLINGS" . Same stamr 
also shows small Aaws in blue portion . 

{v ii ) A " doubl e-st riking" of t he N . E. portion of 
the crow n. 

The Two Uses Of This Stamp 

Mr. Rund ell also showed th at by th e end 
of 1884 a total of 27 ,658 stamps of this Print­
ing had been issued by the Post Office as. 
follows :-

1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

4,610 
4,935 
5,305 

12,924 

27 ,774 
Less returns 1885 11 6 

27 ,658 

H e then made one of his rare mistakes of 
fac t. H e ass umed , and in fact sta ted, th at 

Fig. 4 188 1 
under crown . 
stamp. ) 

Above s ho w s no BLU E line· 
(This is jus t a no rmal mint· 
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VICTORIA 5/- " LA U R EATED" 
th e balance of th e 60,000 viz : 32,342 we re 
destroyed and th at " th e issue of ( th ese) Five 
shillings st amps ceased a t th e end of 1884" . 
The fact is th at th ere is no reco rd of such de­
struction. Wh at happened was that , with th e 
introduction of a " Postage and R evenue" 
system (s ignalized by all P ost age and Duty 
stamps being made ava il abl e (und er th e Act 
of 1883) for both purposes as from 1. 1.8+ and 
late r , in J anu a ry, 1885, by th e issue for P ost­
age and Duty purposes of new designs in­
sc ribed "S tamp Duty") thi s 5/- design was, 
from th e end of 1884, supplanted, for Postal 
purposes, by the 5/ - Shield design inscribed 
"Stamp Duty" which had been in use, since 
December 1879, for Stamp Duty purposes. 
In terms of the 'Postage Act' of l 883 how­
eve r th e balance of 5/ - Postage st amps not 
used for postal purposes (less returns) viz. 
32,342 were unquestion ably available for and 
wue used for Duty purposes to which fact 

many fi scally cance ll ed st amps in my coll ec­
tion , with 1885 da tes, bear adequate witness . 
Nor have I eve r seen a copy with a postal 
cancellation of 1885, but if so used, it would 
certainly have passed (and been entitl ed to 
pass) through th e mails although it did not 
include the word "S tamp Duty" in its de­
sign. So we see this st amp had a cu nous 
histo ry, in two respects :-

(a) For th e fi rst part of its sto ry ( i. e. to 
th e end of 1884) it was used as a Postage 
Stamp, whil e for th e second ( I 885) it was 
apparently onl y issued and used as a Duty 
st amp. 

(b) It 1s th e only printing of thi s design , 
between 1867 and 1912, to have been 
used, in any degree, as a Duty Stamp. 
All th e oth er printings, save fo r the 
R eprints of 1891, were solely P ostage 
st amps. 

PART Ill. 

THE 1891 REPRINTS 

As a r esult of Victoria joining th e Uni­
versal P ostal U nion in 1891 , her P ost al D e­
partment undertook new obligations. One 
of th ese involved the supply of "Specimen" 
st amps, of both obsolete and current issues, 
for th e official collection s of the oth er mem­
bers of th e Union. It was soon reve aled th at 
the g reater proportion of the pl ates (and all 
the stones) used for the issues of 18 50 - 188+ 
had been destroyed. The dies of these 
stamps we re, however, sti ll avai lable and 
la rge numbers of new plates were made using 
th ese. In th e case of th e 5/ - a new " blue" 
and a new "red" plate were produced , both 
of 1 oo impressions, as before, with wate rm ark 
upr ight. The watermark is found, in equal 
quantities, in both norm al and upright posi­
tions. At this period th e V ove r inve rted 
Crown paper was suppli ed (by De La Ru es) 
in shee ts of 2+0 wa te rm arks consisting of two 
" framed " blocks of 120 waterm a rks (12 x 
10) one above the oth er . Since only th e one 
plate was used w hat h appened was this. The 
unwatermarked sheet was not cu t into two 
befo re printing. It was fed into th e press a t 
one end and, the impress ion made, was then 
turn ed round and fed into th e press at the 
other end. In th e result th e one pane of 
120 watermarks showed th em in th ei r n ormal 

Fi g. 5 1891 and 190 l : Short right limb ot 
" A " ot " VICTORIA". No " Postage" 1901 - 12 
va rieti es blue portion . 

posi t ion and the other pane in an inverted 
pos1t1on. This phenomena is true of all the 
later 5/ - printings from 1901 to early in 
1912, except th at in the "NO POSTAGE" 
printing of 1901-where the watermark was 
always sideways-50% of th e watermarks 
face in one direction and 50% in th e other. 

These reprints are usually found over­
printed " R eprint" in small italics and , much 
more r a rely , w ithout this overprint, but with 
a postmarked to-o rd er cancell ation. They 
can also be found with " Specimen" and 
further with both " R ep rint" and "S pecimen" 
overprints. All were perforated 12 y,(, 12_0 
with a single line machine. 

They are easily distinguishable from th eir 
predecessors as follows:-
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV , NO. Ill 



VICTORIA 5 / - " LA UREATED" 
Fig . 6 Block of 4 (27, 28 over 37, 38 ) 
shows va ri e ti es " flawed V" ( 27) and " no 
cross to crown" (nos. 2 8, 38) 

( i) They were printed on paper wate r­
ma rked with th e sec ond type of D e L a Rue 
V ove r Crown watermark. (See th e illu s­
trations in my a rticle on th e va riou s types 
produced of this w aterm a rk in "The Phil a­
telic J ournal of Great Brita in" for July­
September 1948 and October - D ecember 
1949 ). Their predecesso rs all bore th e first 
type of De L a Rue V over Crown water­
ma rk. 

( ii ) By th eir colo rs, th ese being an ultr a­
marine ( rather dull) and a red-pink, neither 
of ,,·hich rea lly approaches any shade used 
fo r th e o riginal s of 1868-188+. 

The Pl ates 

H ere \Ve encou nte r a field of consid erable 
interest. Many yea rs ago, afte r gathering a 
good deal of th e " R ep rint" and other ma­
te ri a l, l was able to es t ablish: 

A. That th e frame plate used for th e R e­
prints w as also employed for all subsequ ent 
printings, i.e. those (with ou t and with th e 
word " POSTAGE" respectively) of 1901-12. 
( In th e la te r printings of cou rse the color s 
" ·e re rrvrrsed, th e frame being printed in red 
and the bal ance in blue.) This was proved 
by my finding th e sam e constant pl ate fl aws 
both in th e R eprints and in all th e la ter 
pri ntings. 

B. That the Crown and insc ription pl a te 
used for th e Rep rints was also used for th e 

" no POSTAGE" printing of 1901. Here 
again th e sa me constant fl aws a re to be found 
in both printings. It may be noted en passant 
th at R ep rint Pl a tes made for ce rtain of the 
;/i d, 2d , 3d, 4d , 6d, 1/ - and 2/ - valu es were 
also utilized for th e fir st printing ( iss ued 
29 .1.01 ) of th e Commonwealth period. 

It was soon obv ious, pa rticul a rly und er the 
head of "A ", th at a la rge number of stamps 
printed from both pl a tes showed constant 
fl aws and it th en occurred to me th at it might 
be worth whil e trying to pl ate th em. I had 
gone a long way in thi s t ask, mainly through 
th e acquisition of many mint blocks, when , 
through the co urtesy of th e Postmaste r-Gen­
e ral's D epa rtment and my friend Mr. P. 
Coll as of its Phil atelic Bureau, I was per­
mitted to exa min e compl ete shee ts of th e " Re­
prints" ( both with and without the over­
print, th e latter postm arked to order). This 
saved further labor to th e ex tent th at it en­
abled me to fully " plot" th e positions (in th e 
sheet of JOO) of the constant fl aws in th e 
fram e plate and the first Crown and insc rip­
tion plate. In th e upshot , as w ill be seen 
from th e di agrams, th e re a re 59 stamps in 
the 100 frame plate impress ions which showed 
constant fl aws, of which some 50 a re "sec­
ondary" and di stinguishable ( the other 9 all 
showing just sub-type "A " and no second ary 
fl aw-see later). In th e "Crown and in sc rip­
tion" plate 33 of the 100 st amps show con­
stant flaws . 

Sub - type "A'', found in the Frame Plate 

In surface-printed stamps of the pe riod un­
der review, wh ere a constant abnormality is 
found on more than on e position in the sheet , 
it is termed a "sub-type". In such cases no 
" master-g roup " was used which, repea ted, 
built up th e full number ( 100) of impres­
sions. Actu ally, as many mould s were struck 
as impress ions were required and (as for th e 
1881 plates) th ese mou lds were g rouped to­
ge th er in the one block of JOO ( 100 x 10) 
and one co ntinuous " shell" of 100 impressions 
g rown th erefrom in th e electrolytic bath. 
These "s ub-types" do not, like th e " primary" 
types in earlier iss ues, repea t in a number of 
corresponding pos itions in the shee t. R ath er 
th ey a re usually fo un d, w hen they do occur, 
nea r to one anoth er, in wh at one might term 
(for w ant of a better word) little " nes ts". 
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V1cToRIA s /- "LAuREATEo" 
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Fig. 7 A third "no cross to crown" variety: 
position unknown. 

They invariably consist of extra color and 
unquestionably owe their existence to the ad­
herence of some small fragment of foreign 
matter (e.g. hair, grit, a tiny flake of metal) 
to the die over the stamping of a number· of 
moulds. The number of the particular sub­
type found in the sheet is, of course, equal to 
the number of moulds stamped by the die in 
that condition. 

Sub-Type "A" shows extra color obscur­
ing the right portion of the left of the two 
lower leaves on the head and of the line of 
shading directly under that leaf. 

It is found 12 times in the sheet of 100-
viz. on Nos. I, 2, 3, 4 and 5 (in the top row) 
and on Nos. I4, IS , I6, 17, 18, I9 and 20 (in 
the second row). 

The practical juxtaposition in the sheet of 
the various examples of such a "Sub-type" 
(and this is a common phenomenon) is ex­
plained by the moulds being first roughly 
grouped together as they came, stamped, from 
the transfer press and subsequently, more or 
less in the same order, spaced (where that 
was necessary) and clamped together-in the 
same positions-prior to placing in the elec­
trolytic bath. 

There follow three lists showing the three 
sets of constant flaws found in the frame and 

Fig. 8 Period between " I" and "C" of 
"VICTORIA", first 1901 printing only. 

Fig. 9 Flawed "IA" and distorted "NE", 
"SHILL" etc . Position unknown . 

two "Crown and inscription" plates respect­
ively. It will be noted that in the "POST­
AGE" Crown and inscription plate ( 1901-
1912) I have only been able to "place" 17 out 
of the I9 constant varieties found, the other 
two having been only seen by me to date as 
singles. 

Consta nt "double- strike" varieties: 

The constant "double-strike" varieties not­
ed in the "POST AGE" Crown and inscrip­
tion plate are practically unique among the 
Victoria issues of 1886-1912. In their case, 
unlike the Robinson "Beaded Ovals" and 
"Laureates" of the 1860-I867 period, a "col­
lar" was employed in the striking of the 
mould. In the base of the collar the die was 
placed and onto this the lead moulds were 
forced one after the other. The only expla­
nation for such varieties is therefore that the 
collar was not a sufficiently tight fit to pre­
vent (on those occasions when a slightly un­
even distribution of pressure created a 
"bounce") a subsequent lateral movement in 
a slightly different plane to that of the origi­
nal impression made. That found on No. 
66 in the sheet of the "POSTAGE" print­
ings of I90I-I2 is particularly noteworthy. 

Fig. 1 0 No . 66 in sheet. 
"double-strike" variety. 
AGE''. 

The mo;t prominent 
Note the " POST-
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VICTORIA 5/ - " LAUREAT ED" 
Fig. l l Pairs 1 1, 12 and 25, 26 showing the 
"double-strike" varieties (around top of 
crown) on 12 and 26 respecti vely. 

Frame-Plate 

(Used for the 1891 "Reprints" and all 
printings 1901-12) 

UST OF CONSTANT FLAWS FOUND TN ALL 
PRINTI NGS. 

No. 1: Shows Sub-type "A". This consists of a 
color -patch under the lower rig ht leaf on the Queen's 
head, which also obscures the S. E. portion of t he 
leaf at its left. This sub-type occurs on 1 2 stamps in 
the sheet, viz: on Nos. 1, z, 3 1 4, 5 1 14, 15 , 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20. It almost certainly occurred as the result 
of the adhesion of foreign matter to the die over the 
sta mpi11g of 12 moulds. Tra ces of the sub-type a re 
found also on os. 6, 7, 8 and 9. No. 1 shows also 
a small white dot inside the head of the scroll under 
the .. T" of .. POSTAGE". 

No. 2: Shows Sub-type "A": A lso show s a break 
in a I in e in the hair under the left of the two lower 
leaves. 

No. J : Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. 4: Shows Sub-type "A": also a white flaw on 

inner circle edge under right of Second " ! " of "V IC­
TORIA". This latter flaw does not appea r in the 
Repri nt s. 

No. i: Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. 6: Flaw on and under tip of lower of two 

white prongs to left of "ST" of "POSTAGE". 
o. 9: (a) Broken top to left of the four leaves 

under "GE" of "POST AGE"; (b) small white ex­
crese nce on top of the lower scroll opposite left hand 
period (s top ). 

No. 10: Break at junction of sma ll and larger 
scro ll s over " R[" of "V lCTORIA", the top of 
sma l ler scro ll is al so rather fau lty. 

No. • J : A small white flaw on the inner side of 
the scroll to the right of the right period, at its 
ju 11 ctio:1 with the sma ll leaf. 

No. 14: Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. I 5: Shows Sub-type ''A". 
No. 16: Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. 17: Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. 18: Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. 19: Shows Sub-type "A". 
No. zo: Shows Sub-type "A". 

No. 22: Break Ill VClll of leaf ( near top) und er 
11E" of "POSTAGE". 

No . 24 : Left of two white dots at right center is 
flawed, giving the appearance of two dots, and not 
one. 

No. 25: Broken top left outline of outer leaf op­
posite "GE " of " POSTAGE". 

No. 27: Marked break in vein in center of large 
leaf under "EF". 

No. 28: W hi te exc rescence on outside (at center) 
of mid dle of three small white leaves under "E" of 
"POSTAGE". 

No. JO: R ight of two white dots at left center i• 
slight ly flawed and large r than normal. 

No. J 1: Small white dot on color under "LL" of 
"S HILLINGS". 

No. 3J: Break (cut) in middle of base of scroll 
opposite first "L". 

No. J4: Rather more white than usual in longer 
sc roll over second " I" of "V ICTORIA". 

No . J5: White excrescence on midd le base of scroll 
opposite "G" of "POSTAGE". 

No. J6: W hite flaw practica ll y joining scroll to 
top of vein of leaf opposite "G" of "POSTAGE". 

No. J8 : Break at inner end of top right portion of 
scro ll opposite "G" of "POSTAGE". 

No. J9: Brea k in line of vein of lower part of leaf, 
under "H" of "SHILLINGS". (This vein is al<uays 
weak or broken at top but th is break is lower ) . 

No. 46: Out l ine of scroll broken just below lower 
of two prongs opposite "ST" of "POSTAGE". 

No. 47: White spot in side lower color of scroll 
opposite "G" of "POSTAGE". 

No. 49: Small white spot in color over top of leaf 
under right of "G" of "POSTAGE". 

'o . 50: (a) Interior of scro ll opposite " LL" of 
"S HILLINGS" is bad ly broken : (b) White spot (on 
top of ve in of leaf) over "G" of " POSTAGE" ; (c) 
a ni ck in inner frame over and to right of le ft-hand 
period (stop). 

No. 52: Marked break in lower left out line of 
scroll opposite " IL" of "SHILLI NGS". 

No. 55: Left (sma ller ) of two scroll ornament• 
over " RI " is badly flawed. 

No. 56: Point over "\'" at top left is blunted . 
( See also o. 6+ ) . 

No. 59: Outer white dot at left center is flawed and 
longer than normal. 

No. 60 : Small flaw inside top white of lower scroll 
opposite rig ht period . Is sometimes obscured by inking. 

No. 61: (a) V a rious breaks in top outline of two 
scroll s over "Rl" of "V ICTO RIA" ; ( b ) small white 
spot on inner circ le edge to right of (and above) base 
of chignon . 

No. 6+: Outer point (and also top curve of scroll 
to its left) over "V" is noticeably blunted. (Compare 
No. 56 ). 
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VICTORIA 5 / - "LAU R EATED " -----·-----
Diagram showing the position in the sheet 
of ioo, of the constant Frgme plate flaws 
found in the Reprints of 1 91 and in all 
printings, 1901-12. 
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'A': Of the 100 stamps 
show flaws: in the sheet 59 stamps 

No. 65: Broken top right portion of small scroll 
(t hat at ri ght ) over " l C" of " VICTO RI A". 

No. 66: Slight: nick in top left of small lea f ove r 
second 11

[ " of 11 Victo ria 11
• 

No. 67: Sma ll white nick in circl e over "I A" of 
"V ICTORIA". 

No. 69: Fl a w in middle of ba se of sc ro ll opposite 
" E" of " FIVE". 

No. 71: Fl aw on inner low er le ft of sc roll opposite 
" IL" of "S H ILLINGS". 

No. 73: Fl aw in top of wh ite lin e normally found 
inside scroll over "A" of " V ICTORIA". 

No. 75: ( a) Breaks; in left and right respectively, 
in top out line of scroll ove r "A" of "VI CTORIA"; 
(b ) ext ra white ( fl aw ) in midd le of sa me scroll. 

No. 76: Sma ll flaw in top of outer white curve 
over right han d period. 

No. 77: Marked break in top outline (affects left 
half ) of scroll over "A" of "V I CTORI A". 

No. 8 1: (a) Small white flaw on top of inner white 
in larger of two sc rolls over "I C" of "V ICTORI A". 

(b ) Smal l white flaw on top left of sc roll und er 
second "L" of " SHILLI GS". 

No. 82: Broken smaller leaf (most of left outl ine 
is mi ss in g) to right of large leaf at lower right. 

No. 87: F lawed interior in la rge r scro ll ( i.e. that 
at left ) ove r " IC" of " VICTOR IA". 

No. 93: White li ne in color ( in side scroll ) over 
"A" of "VI CTORIA" is flawed, and appears abo ut 
twice as thick as norm ally . 

No. 9.J.: Small flaw between base of scro ll an d leaf 
opposite right hand period . 

N o. 95 : Break in top outline of la rger sc ro ll over 
"IC" of "VI CTORIA". 
TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXXV , NO. III 



VICTORIA 5 / - "LAU REATED " 
~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~--~~~~~~ 
51 

t91 

2 

32 

72 

yalgc a m 1pgr1pt1gp plate uud tor th• 
Reprint• or 1897 and th• I DO POSTJ.GI' 
pr1nt1nc or 1901. 01agru showinc 
postt1on11 in the s heet or the constant 
ria .. 03> 

8 
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27 

36 37 .. 48 

53 55 56 57 58 

65 66 

7• 76 78 

83 84 
. ... 

96 
. ··- · ·--

10 

20 

60 

90 

100 

No. 96: Lower of two white prongs to right of 
" IN" of "SHILLINGS" is flawed. 

No. 97: (a) Two flaws iaside the top and at the 
right center respectively of the right of the two scroll 
ornaments opposite the "A" of "VICTORIA"; (b) 
whole of right side of the upper of the two scrolls at 
center right is missing. 

No. 99 in sheet: A sma ll white flaw across the 
thin band of color immediately over t he second "I" 
of "VICTORIA" (compare No. 67). 

No. 100 in sheet: The right sides of the two 
scroll s nt right center are shaved, presenting a stra ight, 
and not a curved, appea rance. 

Distribution Of Frame- Plate Flaws 

Fla<n affecti119 top l eft quart er. 
9, 50, 6s. 67, 81, 87, 95. 

F/a -:,cs a ff ec tin g top rig/11 quart er. 

Nos. 10 , 13, 55, 60, 61, 66, 75, 76, 77, 93 , 94, 
97, 99. 

Flaws a/]ecti119 l ower l eft quart er. 

Nos. 1, 6, 9, 22, 2s, 27, 28, 35 , 36, 38 , 46 , 47, 
49, so. 

F/a r;.l;s affec ting lower rig /11 quarter. 
Nos. 3 1 , 39, 50, 52, 7 r, 81, 82, 96. 

Ba se No. 69. 

/! rod (a f'art from Sub-type "An) and rent er. 
Nos. 2 1 4, 6r. 

C1"11t er left: 
Nos. 30, 59. 

Center rig ht: 
Nos. 24, 97, 100. 

1891 'Crown And Inscription' Plate 

(Used for 189I " Reprints" and the "No 
Postage" printing of I90I) . 

LIST OF CONSTANT FLAWS. 

No. 2: White spot on left edge of first "S" of 
"SHILLINGS", at its cente r. 

No. 8: Weak and defective base to second "S" of 
"SHILLINGS". 

No. 10: (a) White Aaw in left side of "V" near 
base; (b) flaws in middle and right leg (at base) of 
"A 11 respectively. 

No. 14: Short lower left limb to "H". 
No. 16: Flaw in base of "T". 
No. 17 : Flaw in left side of "V" at middle. 
No. 18: Flawed base of "E", which is thinner than 

normal. 
No. 20: Flaw inside lower left of first "L". 
No. 27: Sma ll flaw in left side of "V", j ust 

above middle. 
o. 32: Break in outer right of Crown at its N. E. 
o. 36: Flaw in left side of vertical stroke of 

"T", just above base. 
No. 37: Flawed (inner vertical white) top half of 

right leg of 11 11
• 

No. 44: Breaks (white flaws ) inside top right of 
Crown. 

No. 48: Flaws in top of "C". 
No. 5 1 : (a) Pearl to immediate ldt of top center 

of Crown missing; (b) left curve of top portion of 
second 11 S" is missing. 

No. 53: (a) White flaw inside left portion of base 
of second "S"; (b) Slightly deated in Crown at top 
right. 

No. 55: White flaw inside base of "V". 
No. 56: Most of vertical stroke and left part of 

top stroke of "E 11 missing. 
No. 57: Nick in inside of left side of "V", at its 

base. 
No. 58: Flawed middle stroke of 11 E". 
No. 60: White spot Ill left side of ''N", just above 

middle. 
No. 65: White spot Ill left side of " R ", just below 

top. 
No. 66: Small flaw m top of "A". 
No. 72: (a) Short left limb to "N"; (b) flaws on 

" R" (at left base) and first ''S" (nick in top of 
middle ) . 

No. 7~: Nick in left of "N" at center. 
No. 76: Badly Aawed base to "G" of "SHIL­

L! NGS", also " N" (at lower right) is sometimes 
bare I y disce rnible through inking. 

No . 78: White spot on first "S", at lower right. 
' o. 83: White spot in right of "N", just below 

middle. 
No. 8~: This is ensily the most prominent variety. 

It shows the lower half of the right limb of the 
"A" entirely mi ss ing. I have this variety in both the 
"Reprints" and the iss ued stamps. 

No. 90: White flaw on inside of "G", at middle. 
No. 9 1 : White spot in midd le of second " I " of 

" SH ILL! NGS". 
No. 96: Small flaw in top left of " V". 
No. 1 oo: Small white spot in middle of second 

"S". 
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VICTORIA 5/- " LAUR EATED" 
Crown and Inscription "Blue" Plate 

(Used for " POSTAGE" printings of 
1901-12). 

U ST OF CONSTANT FLAWS. 

(These occur in all printings unless otherwise 
mentioned.) 

No. 6: Shows flaws in S. E. portion of Crown. 
This, probably as the result of a lighter make-ready, 
shows up better in the first than in later printings. 
(Shows frame variety also). 

No. 11 : In first printing 011/y (probab ly due to ad­
herence of foreign matter to the plate during the 
whole of the printing) shows a prominent colored 
spot between tops of " [" an d "C" of "VICTORIA". 
This was noted in the local phil atelic press at the 
time (see later ). 

No. 12: Shows a doublin g (d ue to a double-striking 
of the mou ld ) of the right half of the Crown, top 
portion only, from the Cross and orb to the right. 
The doubling is downward . A feature of the double­
strik es on Nos. 12, 14, 21, 59 arc breaks in the 
right of the inner blue line at left top and in the 
center of the inn er blue line at right top respectively. 

No. 2 1 : A noth e r double-strike of the same nature 
but not so marked as that on No. 12. 

1o. 2-J. : ln Crown over A 
rather cut-down right side to 
deta ched color at top right. 
also). 

printings only: show s a 
Crown ,,vith some semi­

( Shows frame var iety 

No. 26 : Shows another pronounced double-strike 
variety, this time extending right a-:ross the top of 
the C rown including the cross and the orb and in 
genera l covering the top half of the Crown. In last 
hvo printings shows also badly damaged "G" in 
"Postage". 

No. 27: A marked variety, found onl y in last two 
Crown over A printings: shows a badly damaged 
"V" in " \ . ICTOR IA", the top half of the left side 
of that letter being mi ss ing. (S hows frame variety 
a lso ) . 

No. 28: Cross at top mis si ng, also lop of orb. 
Found so far only in all Crown over A printings 
( Sho11·s frame variety a lso). 

No. 38 : Another "no cross" variety but m this case 
the orb is complete. Found ( like No. 28) so far only 
in nil Crown over A printings . It is 1101 to be found 
in the first and third V over C rown printings and so 
it (a nd No . 28) probably dates from the first Crown 
over A printings. (S how s frame variety also). 

No. 59: Another doubl e-strike va riety, affect in g 
right half of top of Crown. cross and orb. (Shows 
frame variet y also). 

No. 60: All of cross. save a frai:meut at base, 
missing. ( Shows frame variety also). 

No. 66: This is the most interesting of all the 
double -str ikes but, owing to light m ake- ready, barely 
shows up in th e fir st and third printings . [ t shows 
trace s of doubling on and around the letters of 
" POSTAGE " , ove r the letters P, 0, and the TA and 
to the ri ght of the S, T, A, G. E, and. F. 
I h:i ve it showing clearly in four differe nt printings 
(o ne Y Crown and three Crown over A). (Shows 
frame v:i riety also). 

No. 76: Fl aw in top half of "E" of "POSTAGE". 
Found first in first Crown over A printings. (Shows 
frame variety also). 

No. 77 : Shows a cut-down right side to Crown 
(compare No . 2-l). (S hows frame variety also). 

No. 84: An interesting variety. Shows a hollow, 
not a solid period at right. 

No. 89: Another double-strike va riety, affecting the 
right half of the Crown and extending rather further 
down than the previous variety. Shows also a flat­
tened Cross to Crown. 

No. 96: In first printings only; shows a defective 
"P" (at lop right ) and "O" (at top left) of 
"POSTAGE", also a cut through the base of the 
"S". r think this is the result of damage and as 
these Aaws do not appear in the ot her printings, it 
may be that thi s unit was substituted at an early stage. 

11 12 

21 

Jtlpt aM 1pocr1pt1 on plate inscri bed 
1POST.A01' , in a.1• 1901-12: dlagraa 
•bowing tb• po•ltion in tbe lhtet or 
19 constant T&r1•t1111 2 otb•r• are 
• t ill unpl •ctd. 

6 

24 26 27 28 

38 

66 

76 77 

84 

96 

59 6o 

89 

The 1 891 -1912 Printings-Quantities 

r. Th e R eprints: The characteristics of 
th ese have already been given. My own 
extracts from the Archives show th at 50 

"double-sheets" (i .e. ro,ooo stamps) 
were printed on 9.2 .91 and IOO single 
sheets perforated on 10.2.91. 

2. Th e later issu es, 1901-1912: No records 
have been discovered to date in which 
any figures for these are given. Rund ell 
was however able to ascertain that of 
th e first 1901 Printing of the 5/­
" POSTAGE" 12,500 were delivered to 
the G. P. 0. I am inclined to believe 
that the maximum number printed at a 
time, in any one of the printings made 
from 1901 on, would not have been 
greater than 25 to 60,000. 
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VICTORIA 5 / - " LA UREATE D " 
The 1901-12 Printings And Their 

Characteristics 

H ere th e only reco rd s I have une arthed 

Date of Receipt Value 
by Printer 
10.12.00 5/ - "POSTAGE" 
11.12.00 5/- " POSTAGE" 
16.5.01 5/- Inner 
26.6.01 5/- Outer 

7.8.01 5/- Inner 
-1--1 J.01 s/ - Inner 
4.1 J.01 5/ - Inner 
5.r.03 5/ - Outer 
5. 1.03 5/- Inner 

The fo l low in g comment s, by wa y of an ana lysis. 
a re made on t he above: 

1. This was probab ly Grosse 's original die of 
Dece mber 1867. It is described as ' 'POSTAGE" to 
disti ng ui sh it from the va lues then ( 10.12.00 ) in 
c urrent use, all of which- with the exception of the 
I !,.-~ cl and 9<l (w hich contained no relevant in scrip­
tion) -bore the words "STAMP DUTY". I t was 
ev id ent ly decided 1101 to use it and the foll owing day-
2-the two electros used for the 1 89 r R epr in ts were 
produced for the first and on ly printing ("no POST­
AGE" ) of January 190 1. This stamp was issued , 
with the other va lue s of the accompa nyi ng set, on 
t he 29th J anuary, 1901. 

3. This must ha ve been the newly engraved punch 
containing the word "POSTAGE'\ prod uced to stamp 
the mould s via which t he shell fo r the new " POST­
.A.GE" plate was grown. A brief examinat ion of 
the stamp will show th at this mu st ha ve been a 
total l y n Mv engra v ing, der ived neither from the 1867 
no r from the 1881 design since t he deta il s of the 
Crown etc., are quite different from those in the two 
ea rlier designs. 

4. This entry refe rs to t he first " POSTAGE•" 
printing. The re is uo cor responding entry for the 
1 oo "inner s" because these, wh en first produ ced, were 
kept for use and did not go to the strong- room until 
so used. A sim il ar lack of refe rence to a first use is 
found in the case of many other va lues in the same 
book. 

5. This entry cove rs the second printing. Here 
t he re is 110 cor responding reference to 1 oo "outers" and 
it may well ha ve been that there was a surplu s of 
~ h eets, printed in red only, left over from the Jul y 
pri nt ing wh ich was ava il ab le for use in A ug ust. Thi s 
suggestion is corroborated by the more or less identica l 
nat ure of the red shades found in each of the fir st 
t v.'o printin gs. 

6. These entries comprise the third printing. 
7 . T hese entri es co mpri se the /011r 1'1 printing. 

1901 - 12 The Printings And Their 
Characteristics 

(i) Th e "No POSTAGE" printings . 

were those of the period of 1901-1903 con­
ta ined in a " Printers Book" located many 
years ago at the office of the State Govern­
ment Printer. These are as follows: 

I terns R ece ived D ate Returned to 
Strong Room 

I steel punch 1 24.8.01 
200 electros 2 18.1.01 
I steel punch 3 24.8.01 
IOO electros 4 6.7.01 
JOO electros 5 12.8.01 
JOO electros 6 28.11.01 
JOO electros 6 28.11.01 
IOO electros 7 9.1.03 
100 electros 7 9.1.03 

This stamp was first issued , as noted 
previo usly, on J anuary 29, 1901. The colors, 
as compared with the Reprint, were reversed 
but, of co urse, the general effect is still of 
r ed, white and blue. The watermark is al­
w ays sideways, a fact we find on two other 
occasions only, viz. in the 1880 and 1912 
printings. The perforation is single-line 
12 7"1, 12Y, and the colors, which vary little, 
are pale red and deep blue. 

(ii) "POSTAGE" printings, on V 
over Crown paper . 

NOTE: These printings, probably six in 
number, all had the watermark upright and 
were-with one rare exception to which ref­
erence is m ade later-perforated single-line 
127"1, 12Y, as before. No further mention 
need therefore be made of th ese two factors. 

(i) First p1·inting: I have a cover post­
marked (to order) on th e fir st day of 
iss ue (5.7.01) in ros e-red and pale 
blue. In this printing one prominent 
constant variety is found, in th e blue 
portion, which was noted at the time 
and is also mentioned in Mr. Rundell' s 
notes. It occurred on No. 11 in th e sheet 
and shows a prominent spot of col­
or between the tops of the letters " I " 
and "C" of "VICTORIA". I have 
three copies. It does not appea r in 
subsequent printings, and I am inclined 
to think it was the result of an ink 
clog, which was removed from th e 
plate after th e first printing. Mr. 
Rund ell 's notes contain th e following 
passage :-
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VICTORIA 5 / - "LAUREATED" 
------------------
"26.7.01. Shown 5/- with period 
between the letters VI and 
CTORIA. 2nd stamp in sheet (i.e. 
one down from top left corner 
]. R. W. P.). Only 125 sheets were 
received at G. P. 0. between June 
4 and 26.7.01 so that there should 
be only 125 in existence. June 4th 
stamps received. Issued 5. 7 .01 ". 

This is not the only variety peculia r to 
this printing since o. 96 in the sheet 
showed a very defective " POS' ', which 
has not been seen in subsequent print­
ings and may therefore have been sub­
stituted. 

The most important variety found in 
this printing has not hitherto been 
described . That is the variety from 
the base of the sheet with full imper­
f orate lower margin (170? - 18 mms.) 
I have two used singles. As they are 
the only copies I have seen it would 
seem-since probably not less than 
four sheets were perforated at a time 
-that this happened only to about 
four sheets, from which one would 
infer that a total of about 40 such ex­
amples were issued. One of my copies, 
dated 16.7.01, has a Parcel Post can­
cellation and the other, dated 20.7.01, 
the "English Mail T. P. 0." cancel­
lation of the period. The first men­
tion ed has the watermark inverted and 
th e second the watermark normal. 

The pale blue of the first printing is 
peculi ar to the printing and makes it 
easy to distinguish. 

(ii) Second printing: in rose-red and blue. 
This was the printing of August 1901 
(see Table). I have a copy with dated 
postmark 1r.11 .01. 

(iii) Third printing: in scarlet-red and deep 
blue (nearly indigo). The new 
shade of red makes thi s printing easy 
to distinguish from its predecessors, 
th e red impression being also coarse 
and more spotty in qu ality. This was 
the printing of November 1901 (see 
Table). My earliest date is 12.3.02, 
but doubtless earlier dates will be 
found. This was the first printing to 
be punctured 0. S. (upright). 

(iv) Fourth printing: that of 9.1.03 (see 
Table): in scarlet-red (impression su­
perior to (iii) ) and blue. Save for 
the paler shade of blue this stamp is 
rather difficult to distinguish from 
(iii). I have a pair dated 12.8.03. 

( v) Fifth printing: probably issued late in 
1903 or early in 1904. In deep scar­
let-red (rather shiny) and indigo. I 
have a copy dated 2.6.04 but again 
earlier dated copies should turn up. 
The red portion is heavily inked and 
frequently spotty. 

(vi) Sixth and last printing: in salmon­
rose (aniline) and blue. The red 
shade is a distinctive one and the im­
pression-compared to (iii), (iv) and 
( v )-is fine. My earliest date is 
1.2.05 but it probably appeared some­
what earlier. It continued in use un­
til the end of 1907. 

I possess one possibly unique stamp in 
this printing. It is an unused copy of 
No. 33 in the sheet perforated 120? 
(top and bottom) x 11 (at sides). It 
has one corner missing and is without 
gum. I have no doubt at all that all 
th e perforations are genuine and 
original. This copy was originally dis­
covered in Victoria by Mr. T. A. 
Umphelby and submitted to Fred 
H agen Limited, being mentioned in 
th e "Australian Phil atelist" for Oc­
tober 8, 1918. I also possess th at 
firm's letter (dated 11.9.18) return­
ing th e stamp to Mr. Umphelby. The 
item rem ains unique to me since no 
other copy seems to be known at the 
moment but that might, of course, be 
because it has never been looked for 
hard enough. I think it arose from 
the fact that some rows of a shee t or 
shee ts were lef t imperforated, the 
omission being later remedied, but 
with one of th e 11 (there were two) 
machines. 

(i ii ) Th e C1·own over A watermark printings. 

The first mention I find of this stamp is in 
"The Philatelic Record" for J anuary i908 
from which it is obvious that it was issued at 
the end of 1907. The earliest date I pos­
sess (on a perf. II) is II.r2.07. All print-
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in gs save the last have the watermark up­
right. Th ey a re as follows:-

1. H ere I group seve ral st amps wh ich were 
ce rta inly perfo rated at two different 
periods, because I believe they were part 
of th e same origin al printing of 1907. 
The color s salmon and ultramarine 
( both impressions rel atively coarse) are 
so co nstant as to make it hard to im a­
gin e th e re was more th an the one print­
ing. The stamps are as follows:-

(a) P erf. 11 (from 2 machines) : Earli­
est date met I 1.12.07. 

(b) P erf. 12 /i, 120, sharp teeth , la rge 
holes. This is a r are st amp . My 
only used copy is dated 3.8.08. It 
was r eported in "The Phil atelic 
Record" fo r J anu a ry r908, but does 
not seem to have been noticed 
locally until September 1908. Per­
haps most of th e sheets so perforated 
went to new issue suppliers abroad. 

(c) P ed . 120 , blunt teeth, small holes. 
This was fi rst reported in "The 
Austra li an Phil ate li st" of J0.3.10, 
but I have a copy dated 2r.7.09 and 
others dated in December of th e 
same year. Since this single line 
machine was only introduced in 1909 
my belief is th at the perforating was 
done in th a t year on a quantity of 
imperforate sheets, the balance of 
the 1907 printing. 

2. (a) In salmon (rather deepe r th an ( i)) 
and blue. Here the impression, as 
comp a red with the stamps under ( i) , 
is fi ne. A ll my copies bear dates in 
1912 and early 191 3, the ea rlies t be­
ing in Ma rch 19 12 ( th e day date 
being indecipherable). 

I have a mint pair from th e base of 
th e shee t (Nos. 93 and 94) with 
imper/orate lower margin (in this 
case j ust under 10 mms. ) This va­
riety is simila r to th a t met in the 
firs t printing on th e V over Crown 
paper. It mu st be exceed ingly rare 
as I have not encountered anoth er 
such piece. 

So far, in this printing, as w ith cer­
ta in 1912 print ings of other values, 

I have n ot found an example of an 
inver ted watermark. This, I be­
! ieve, is due to th e use of a new 
press involving a procedure differ­
ing from th at obtai ning: since 1882. 
The ne w procedure meant cutting 
the sheet s, befo re printing, to th e 
size of th e one or two pl ates used , 
except in the case of th e 1 d (for 
wh ich four pl a tes were used) . 

(b ) Identica l sh ade, impression and 
perf , but wa terma1·k sideways. This 
va ri ety, I believe, constituted the 
second portion of the printing, 
(a) being th e first. It is th e only 
s/ - " POST AGE" to be fou nd with 
the wate rm ark in this position and 
is comparatively scarce. The water­
ma rk always faces to th e right. 

A 110/e 011 the stamps perforat ed 0. S. 
\\'ith Crown over A wa termark. I have 
I (a), I (b) and I (c) w ith both 0. S. upright 
and 0. S. sid eways and 2 (b) w ith 0. S. side­
ways on ly. The upright 0. S. \Hre certain ly 
the first , bu t it seems th at for th e first 0. S. 
sideways punct ures some old stock was used. 
The ea rlies t cance ll a t ion of an 0. S. sideways 
that I have is 26.1. 10. 

This, my friends. is the end of th e "big" 
sto ry. P erchance if you ca re to chase some 
of th ese " little st amps", you wi ll fi nd them 
as fasc in a ting as I h ave done . 

CORRECTIONS IN PART 

P age 221 left column, U nd er ITI "1869" 
sh ould read " 1868''. 

Page 222 Left co lumn, second las t para­
g raph. For "boastin g" read 
"bloa ting" ( i. e. hav ing an un­
necessa ry and swollen amount 
of mate ri a l ) . 

P age 227 Right column-Und er E(a) de­
lete " not". 

P age 229 ( i) Left column-delete "Type 
3: Described as " b" in my origi­
nal a rticle ''. 

P age 233 U nd er first "3 BLUE"-las t line 
-delete wo rd s "subsequent 
printings" and substitute " mid­
dle of th e ea r ''. 

(Conclud ed On P age 208.) 
THE COL LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. IT! 



BOOK REVIEWS 
Common Sense Philately by B arbar a R. 
Mueller w ith a preface by Stephen G. Rich. 
Published 1956 by D . V an ostrand Co., 
Inc., Prince ton, N. J. I 73 pp. $J .95. 

Any reader of this m agazine must know 
th at this reviewer has been outspoken in his 
editorial s to have phil ately function and be 
es teemed as it dese rves to be. The since re 
beliefs expressed seem to have gone to a rel a­
tively small number of philatelists. Our 
voice seems not to hav e r eached th e masses 
of collecto rs. In a way, this is discouraging 
because th e informed philatelist often can 
benefi t less th an th e less ex perienced collector. 
His sources of inform ation do nothing to in­
sp ire him or attempt to make him a per sever­
ing coll ecto r. Sometimes we thought that 
ours was a voice in th e w ilderness. 

But along comes a young lady, compara­
tively new in philately, who has auth ored a 
book th at set us cheering. We fee l like 
grabb ing a megaphone and yelling: "Three 
chee rs for B arbara R . Mueller!" 

"Common sense" is defined in the diction­
a ry on our desk as "good, sound judgment". 
Miss Mueller h as it by th e ca rload. With 
her comm on sense, she cogently visualizes 
just what phil ately me ans in our scheme of 
life; what it is and what it is not ; w hy sec­
ond-rate sources of information, offe ring no 
inducement to potential w riters, have tended 
to perpetuate mediocrity; and finally how to 
have the hobby se rve one well as an indi­
vidual. Coupled with the common sense is a 
freely Rowing journ alistic style. She has 
created envy in this writer by st ating sig­
nificantly, in as few words as possible, id eas 
that we expressed no better but at far 
greater length. 

Were we like most philatelists from past 
generations, who never could tolerat e a new­
comer in his field, we could rip this book 
apart for its mistakes and many in stances of 
a lack of sufficient philatelic knowledge. Miss 
Mueller stumbles badly when she comes to 
the final portion of her book. Her knowledge 
of the phi lately of Afgh anistan, Japan , Tibet 
188 THE COL
and th e like is r a th er fuzzy. For instance, 
French Morocco did win a major award at 
the Hotel A stor Show here a few yea rs ago. 
Furthermore, th e exh ibitor, Charles N eidorf, 
wrote up hi s "T our Hassan" coll ection for 
thi s m agaz in e, and in 1954 was awa rded THE 

COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATELIST medal fo r thi s 
outs t anding r esea rch. 

Also it grieved us to note the mistake of 
Miss Mueller in cl ass ing this 60-year-old in­
stitution as a local club, obviously ove rlook­
ing the wid e national and international repu­
t a tion of the Collectors C lub. She too has 
an un for tun ate tendency to be dogmatic at 
tim es , using expressions as "the perfect solu­
tion", " no compe tition" instead of "slight 
co mpeti ti on" and the like. 

W e h appen to disag ree with her views th at 
most co ll ectors today a re prefe rabl e to the 
old time "greasy dicks"; or th a t the current 
de ale rs all a re mostly honest gentlemen and 
fir st-class merch ants. Our beloved Percy 
Doane seems to have been forgotten. There 
are some pretty slick operators dealing in 
stamps today. Their cleaner appea r anees and 
more imposing offices may well lull us into 
the dange r of not seeing th eir smooth opera­
tions. The real old tim e stamp dealer­
and th e re a re some still left- knew his stock 
from A to Z . H e handles stamps day in and 
day out. And with all of his fo ibles, we still 
r ank him as th e best informed of all those 
dealing in st amps. 

Enough of th e mist akes. One must over­
look these, and correctly attribute th ei r com­
mi ssion to a lack of experience and maturity 
in phil ately. The many pages w ith true 
"common sense philately" offset all faults 
found in this book . T ake, for inst ance, th e 
opening statement in this book, to quote: 
" W e Americans still ret ain a Puritanical a tti ­
tude toward leisu re activities, but paradox i­
cally we indulge in th em more th an any oth er 
people in history". I s th at not a wise and 
beautifully written st atement? Also we rel ­
ish this on page 14 : " th at f etish f or co mple­
tion is one of the most damaging influences 
in philately. Completion implies not only th e 
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rea lization or accomplishment of a goal, but 
th e termin a tion or conclus ion of activity as 
well". Never were truer words better ex­
pressed. W e could go into ecstasy on th e 
benefi cial ad vice included in Chapter V en­
titled " Profit From Your Pleasure ''. Miss 
Mueller underst ands the art of collecting. 
90% of her fellow collectors do not. They 
shou ld , fo r th eir own good, follow her writ­
ings down to th e last pe riod. 

It is hea rtening for a veteran philatelist 
working for philately to see concrete evi­
dence of a real appreciation of our hobby 
from th e next generation. Miss Mueller 
has g rea t t alent as a writer. As she ma­
tures and gains philatelic experience, she 
should r ank among the top in Amer ican phi­
lately. W e personally wish to do everything 
to encou rage her. When we we re her age 
and a t he r stage in phil ately, we may be in­
clined to forget th a t we probably made more 
mist akes than she did . The elders must be 
tolera nt of th e er rors of yo uth , and instead 
make strenuous effort s to build up worthy 
successo rs. 

Even though th e book lacks illu str ations, 
we mu st compliment the publishing house of 
Van Nostrand for having th e common sense 
to make " Common Sense Phil ately" ava il­
able to th ousands. W e only hope those, who 
can use a good dose of philatelic common 
sense, will be th e ones to not only read, but 
pract ice many of th e so und id eas sugges ted m 
thi s refreshing book. (H . M. G.) 

Origenes de las dos Primeras Emis iones de 
las Estampillas de Correo de V enezu ela por 
e l D octo r Santiago H ern and ez R on impreso 
en Venezuela por Tipografia Eizmendy Sers., 
Caracas, 1956. P aper cove r. 7rpp. (S panish) 

Only three yea rs before th e Centenary of 
the first postal emi ss ion of Venezuela, Doctor 
of E ngin ee ring Santiago, Hern andez Ron of 
Caracas, Venezuela after diligent r esea rch in 
the arch ives of th e Venezuelan Government, 
has published in a booklet inform ation pre­
viously known regarding the fi rst two is­
sues of postage stamps of that country, 
listed by Scott as Nos. l to 9 inclusive. 

The most important points disclosed by 
this new data are the following: (1) The 
three valu es of the fine impression, Yz re al , 
l real and 2 rea l es, (Scott Nos. l, 2 and 3) 
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were printed by lithographic process in the 
U nited Sta tes, probably in Phil adelphia, P a. 
in August or September 1858; th en shipped to 
Venez uel a, together wi th th e matrices of th e 
three values and 100 post al balances, in Oc­
tober 1858. An Order of th e Secreta ry of 
Hacienda (F inance) established January l , 
r859 as th e first day of circ ul at ion. (2) The 
number of st amps received was: 

Yz real yellow (or orange) 199,300 
r real blue ............................ 200,000 
2 r eales rose red .................. 101 ,000 

Although the Yz r eal st amp is stated to be 
yellow in color, a letter from Philadelphia 
dated September 16, I 858 from Dr. Jose M. 
Rojas-a well known Venezuelan, who had 
been instructed to obtain the matrices, in 
add iti on to which he ord ered the printing of 
the above st amps-states that the yellow im­
press ions we re not clear. So it appears th at 
he ordered th a t th e color be changed to 
o range after only a few sheets in yellow had 
been printed. 

( 3) Sheets of loo each of th e Yz r eal yel­
low, th e 1 r eal and th e 2 r eales-all of th e 
fine impression-accompanied Dr. Roj as' let­
te r of September 16. Th ese sheets and th e 
letter were found in th e archives of th e Vene­
z uelan G overnm ent. The shee t of th e Yz 
real yell ow fine impress ion is the onl y one 
known to the rev iewe r, and no sheet of th e 
1 re al blue fine impress ion has been reported 
previously. 

(4) In F ebruary 1859 in structions were is­
sued to utilize th e matrices for printing 250,-
000 new Yz re al ye ll ow, 1 50,000 r r eal blue 
and 100,000 2 reales red. The printing w as 
done under contract by Henrique G. Neun, 
who delivered the stamps on May 5, I 859. 
This issue was printed wi th a thicker ink. 
This obscured th e fine lines by which the 
plate varie ties of th e fin e impression can be 
identified. Thus these constitute part of the 
coarse impression stamps listed by Scott 
under os. 4, 5 and 6. 

( 5) The Yz re al fine impression stamps 
were practically exhausted by September 
I 859, and the Yz r eal yellow coarse impres­
sion began to circulate soon the reaf ter , the 
ea rlies t date noted being November 12, 1859. 
The l real and 2 reales fine impression las ted 
much longer. The first use of the 1 real 
coa rse impression began in 1861 or 1862, and 
that of th e 2 reales coa rse impression in 1862. 
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(6) In April 1859 th ere was co rrespond­
ence with r eun rega rding printing an addi­
tion al 500,000 of the Y, real, 350,000 of the 
l r eal and 150,000 of the 2 re ales, but it 
appears th ese we re not printed. In M arch , 
1861 an order for a second reimpression of 
500,000 of the Y, real, this time in orange 
was issued to Neun . The st amps we re re­
ce ived on May 2, 1861, immediately repl ac­
ing the Y, real yellow coa rse impression 
st amps which were practically exhausted . It 
appears as if th e matrix was worn and th e 
ink usu ally thick. There were five o r six 
plates used for this issue, apparently formed 
from portions of th e matrix. 

(7) In J anu ary 1863 Neun received a con­
tract fo r printing 800,000 st amps of Y, real , 
500,000 of th e l real and 200,000 of 2 r eales. 
Either th ese st amps were not printed or they 
were not ci rcul a ted, since no order th at th ey 
be placed on sale has been found. If printed , 
th ey do not appea r to h ave been delivered. 
But th ey co uld account for the considerable 
number of unused stamps of the coarse im­
press ion , which later came on th e market. 

(8) O n account of a trea ty between Vene­
zuela and Great Britain da ted May 1, 1861, 
250,000 stamps of ~ centavo, 250,000 of Y, 
centavo and 500,000 of 1 centavo (Scott Nos. 
7, 8 and 9) for mailing books and periodicals 
were ordered from Neun in J anu ary, 1862. 
P a rt of the order was delive red in March, 
1862 , th e balance having been noted as re­
ceived in April , 1862. 

( 9) On O ctober 22 , I 863 it was orde red 
th at th e stamps of th e first issues in use be 
withdrawn from circula tion on February 22, 
1864. The result was th a t on March 22, 
1864 it was announced th at th e fo llowing 
qu antities had been ret ired: 

~ cent avo __________________________ 228,896 
Y, centavo __________________________ 232 ,600 

I centavo __________________________ 491 ,004 

Y, real ------------------·------------- 29,646 
I real ---------------·---------------- 77,258 Y, 
2 reales ---------------------------- 48,641 

It appea rs that the fo llowing issue (Scott 
Nos. JO to I 5) was pl anned as early as Aug­
ust 1863, but this issue is outsid e the scope 
of Dr. H ern and ez R on's book. 

Th e private publication of this 71 page 
booklet, which conta ins copies of decrees, cor­
respondence and various other interesting 
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data not mentioned above, constitutes th e 
most important original contribution in some 
time to a little known phase of philately. 
Dr. Hernandez Ron is continuing his re­
sea rch in the Venezue lan a rchives, and pl ans 
to publish previously unreco rd ed data re­
ga rding the subsequent emissions of Venezu­
elan st amps. (Ebe rt E. Boylan) 

Th e New World-Wide Postage Stamp Cata­
log, 1956 Edition , Vol. 1. Minkus Publica­
tions, . Y. 439 pages and Index. Illus­
tr ated. Price $+.oo. 

We had become so accus tomed to one gen­
e ral postage st amp catalog in thi s country, so 
th at it took us some time of examina tion and 
use before we fe lt co mpetent to comment up­
on this new general cat a log from America. 
Minkus Publica tion s started abou t th ree 
years ago in the fie ld of catalog publications 
with one on th e U nited States. This newest 
wor k marks this publi sher's entrance into th e 
fi eld of genera l ca talogs. The above volume 
tre a ts U. S., U. S. Possess ions, The Br itish 
Commo nw ea lth , and The Uni ted K ations' 
st amps. 

T hese new ca ta logs do mark th e beginning 
of ca talog competition in this count ry. Some 
think it most fo rtunate, because competition 
usually stimul ates people to strive for the 
best. Others be lieve that a st amp catalog 
must remai n a monoply due to its myri ad of 
detai ls. They a rgue th at it is imp ractical for 
co ll ectors and dea lers to contend w ith two 
diffe rent ca talog numbers, prices and systems. 
This reviewer welcomes the enterprise of 
Mr. Mink us and his staff in thi s catalog 
work, believing th at the overall benefi ts to 
philately w ill far outweigh the inconvenien­
ces. It is possible th at in the end only one 
catalog in America w ill su rvive. But th e 
Minkus catalog w ill force his compe tito r to 
improve his books ove r th e next years. 

W e fou nd much to our liking in this new 
catalog. It is informative, has been well 
planned and executed . It is generally con­
sistent , and current. For inst ance, Occupa­
tion and Offices in fo reign countries a re easy 
to find, being located und er this name r ather 
than as a sublisting of the cou ntry th a t is­
sued th e bas ic stamps. The pricing is com­
petent. This is one of th e most difficult t asks, 
and consequ ently subj ect to so much indi-
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vidual disagreement. But in our view, the 
prices generally give the user good indica­
tions of comparative values, which is about 
the best a catalog can do. Perhaps this new 
catalog subj ects itself to criticism from some 
qu a rters by adver tising its prices as "realis­
tic". The t es t of a stamp price is the one at 
which one can buy it. But copies of the very 
same issue vary so greatly th at all we can 
look for is a generally competent indication 
of value. Perhaps the words "realistic 
prices" is a better adver tising term than 
proper usage. 

The listings are uniformly t abula ted. A 
set plan in regard to varieties (sub-listings) 
has been closely followed. The color names 
also are consistent , following a reasonable 
stand a rd rather than a hit-or-miss selection. 
The geographical and historical information 
is generally correct and up-to-date. Further­
more, the user , especially those newer in phi­
late ly, will find much interesting background 
information to stimu late his desire to learn 
more about his stamps. 

As to the physical features of this catalog, 
the binding seems to be strong enough for 
g reat use. The paper, however, strikes us as 
a bit heavier than necessary in a catalog. 
The print is clear. But the illustrations in 
too many instances lack sufficient clarity for 
help to the use r , best exemplified by British 
Honduras No. I or, th e world's "rarest" 
stamp, British Guiana, which a re very 
unclear. 

The feature th a t appealed the most to us 
was th e helpful text notes with concise in­
formation offered upon philately's most per­
plexing problem, distinguishing features of the 
various types on one stamp, issue or design. 
Another great asset is illustrating "cance lled­
to-order " obl iterations so that the reader re­
ceives the actual picture. Hundreds of in­
stances of these aids ei th er by illustration , as 
well as text notes, o r tables cou ld be given. 
All , however, indicate the services provided 
by this new catalog. 

Viewed from th e cri tical side , we would 
cite several basic matters to be questioned. 
We shall try not to quibble with typo­
graphical slips o r minor mistakes, but only 
mention those of a more important nature. 
We liked the method of li sting the United 
States st amps by separating th e commemora­
tive stamps from the general postage issues. 
Also the othe r categories like air mail , offi-
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cials, special delivery, and so on were listed 
separately. But why was this not followed 
with all countries, but confined solely to the 
United States? Why even the commemora­
tive and the other stamps of the U. S. Pos­
sess ions were not listed sepa rately. 

A second factor that puzzles us was the 
pricing by "complete sets". The idea of this 
inclusion is most helpful. But in this cata­
log, the complete se t price equals th e total of 
all the individual denominations. It h as been 
our experience when buying, that if we wish 
to purchase individual denominations, we had 
to pay more because it is too costly for a 
dealer to break up a set. 

And our final comment concerns the incon­
sistency regard ing the space given to bio­
graphical and historical background. Fre­
quently it is too lengthy, e.g. page 424 of 
U nion of South Africa. But often practi­
cally no information is given, as instanced in 
Canal Zone and the Philippines. Certainly 
people appearing upon stamps of the United 
States Possessions should become known to 
the American collector. 

In closing, may we express to the Minkus 
edi torial staff our respect for offeri ng stamp 
co ll ectors such a valuable book of information. 
As for Mr. Minkus himself , for years we have 
heard many people voice hopes and cite rea­
sons for need of a second ca talog in America. 
This never had mate ri a lized because the costs 
of production were cl a imed to be too great. 
But finally one stamp merchant in America 
has been willing to invest in th e future of 
philately by bringing out a catalog. Su rely 
for a business man, this was done in th e 
hopes of being successful and making a profit. 
But it was this enterprise that also will affo rd 
all philately a profit by supplying good refer­
ence works th at must stimul ate a wider inter­
es t in st amp coll ecting. (H. M. G.) 

France 20t h Century Sp ecialized, Part 1 . By 
R aou l Lesgor. Holmes, l . Y., R aou l Les­
gor, Nov. 1955, 100 pages, spiral binding, 
$3.)0. 

This volume is more th an a catalog, less 
than a specialized trea tise. Mr. L esgo r , 
whose special liking is th e r900-1930 period 
of France, has here tried to guide the col­
lector th rough a maze of confusions, so th at 
these issues may be coll ected with under-
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standing and pleasure. Combining his own 
information and the most recent new studies 
with the es tablished sources, he has produced 
a most useful volume. 

Thus, the recent N eidorf work on the 
"dies" of the 25c Sower is used, to the ex­
clusion of older and less accurate information. 

The coverage is not only of the "regular 
issues" but the coils, booklets, "Annule and 
Specimen" surcharged m ateri al, the precan­
cels and the C. G. Paper printings. For each 
item, Mr. Lesgor reports the price at which 
he was selling it when th e book was pub­
lished. This honesty instead of "setting 
prices" or pricing with unknown and un­
stated discounts deserves our strongest 
applause. 

Using as a touch stone th e 1900 issue, 
the only one on which this reviewer is 
enough informed in detail to give any compe­
tent judgment, the book would seem to be 
both accurate in detail and adequate for most 
philatelic needs. The treatment of printing 
methods, specially the French rotary press 
process, is well done, despite an occasional 
non-transl ation of some French term. 

But the tyro will still have his troubles! 
Thus, on the 25c 1900, the two-printing 
product does come with the breaks in the 
inner frame around the numeral, though not 
as extensive as those on th e single-printing. 
Likewise, on the Sower types with solid 
background, forms intermediate between the 
various types or "d ies" crop up not infre­
quently. In not recognizing that th e alleged 
" types" or "d ies" of most French stamps are 
merely a rbitrar ily noticed points along a con­
tinuous r ange of varieties differing infinitesi­
mally, Mr. Lesgor h as fallen for the beset­
ting sin of French philately. Yet, given this 
limitation , nobody has yet come as close to 
making sense of these situations-and cer­
tainly nobody writing in our language. 

We could wish also that Mr. Lesgor h ad 
dated the color variations of the stamps. 
Thus, on the lined background 5oc Sower , 
cancellation date would at once tell a new­
comer if he had the vermilion or the orange 
red variety; on the lOC whether he had rose 
or rose carmine, provided the shades were 
dated in the handbook. 

Having said all this , and wondering 
whether "ve rmilion" and "orange red" are 
not really the same color, we still recommend 
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the book as solving more problems correctly 
than anything else yet published on France 
1900 to 1930 stamps. Don 't let th e comic 
printing error "Faked Corners" for "Dated 
Corners" lead you to think the book has 
many mi stakes. This is the only conspicuous 
one and the only one th at matters, that this 
revi ewe r found. (S. G. R.) 

Nor th Viet-Nam by Theo. Klewitz, with 
parall el English translation by Edgar Lewy, 
London. Published as notes to the N eues 
Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde, August, 
1955, Number IO under the imprint of Hel­
muth Kricheldorf , Freiburg im Breisgau, 
West Germany. 48p. with map and many 
illustrations. No price given. 

Apart from some meagre and partially 
wrong information , nothing h as been pub­
lished abou t the postal se rvice in the portion 
of Viet-Nam under the control of th e Com­
munist Government of Ho-Chi-Minh. This 
pamphlet gives a first insight into philatel­
ically unexplored territory. 

It is , of course, next to impossible to pass 
on the correctness of the information given. 
But from the rather minor amount of ma­
terial that has come the way of your reviewer 
and from what studies he has made himself, 
this work seems to be philatelically and factu­
ally accurate. Mr. Klewitz is a competent 
and th orough student of other branches of 
philately. So there is no reason to doubt the· 
statements made in this pamphlet. 

From the scope of th e work and the com­
pleteness of th e illustrations, Mr. Klewi tz 
has had access to and accumulated himself a 
most surprising mass of material. It is evi­
dent that this postal service was one of ne­
cessity and not of propaganda. The very 
crudeness of the postal paper speaks for this. 
Indeed it is not until th e issues of 1953 th at 
we observe the beginning of th e use of post­
age stamps for propaganda purpose, and it 
did not become full-blown until after the 
fall of th e French fortress of Dien-Bien-Phu 
in July, 1954· 

This work covers not only th e st amps 
themselves, but also the postal history during 
the period of civil war in Viet-Nam. A full 
description of the courrier service between 
the various sections of the country controlled 
by the Communist forces is given, as well as 
the arrangements for carrying official mail.. 
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The official stamps had their denomin ations 
exp ressed in kilos of rice! One of the many 
interesting fac ts brought out is that letters 
addressed to H o-Chi-Minh did not require 
stamps in order to be carried in the mails! 

As th e initial study of an unexplored fi eld 
of philately, this pamphlet lays an excellent 
foundation for future research. For those, 
whose philatelic t as te runs to the unpopular 
and little known fields, this work will be a 
rare treat. Even though the subject matter 
is now political dynamite, we r ecommend it 
as an example of what can be done and , even, 
of what should be done wi th philately behind 
th e B amboo Curtain, because a hobby like 
st amp collecting must be free from politics. 
( H. D. S. H.) 

Swazieland and New R epublic: Their S tamps 
and Postal Histories. By J. H . H arvey Pirie. 
J ohannesburg, Dec. 1955, The Phil a telic 
Federation of Southern Africa. Paper. 68 pp. 

Dr. Piri e published th e content of these 
articles as serials in th e "South African Phi­
late li st" in th e last four yea r s. Now revised 
and brought toge th er, th ey m ake a worth y, 
needed addition to the h andbooks on the sub­
con tin ent's philately. 

The postal hi story, for both these co untries, 
is rea lly far more significant th an th e stamps. 
Without it, the st amps literally do not "make 
sense" at all. How fa r th e general his­
to rical material, not specifically postal, intro­
ducing each half of the book, is of philatelic 
use or bea ring, is not easy to judge. In view 
of th e comp rehensive coverage of th e phila­
telic material , of th e many fine illustrations of 
matters hith erto never pictured , and the sane 
trea tment of alleged explanations on moot 
points, it is ha rd to find fau lt with Dr. Pirie 
fo r including th e hi storia th at interest him. 

Your reviewer found, on applying th e book 
to some material in his own collection which 
had long been puzzling, th a t the problems 
were adequ ately solved by its use. It also 
enabled him to throw out with a sure touch 
a few forgeries th at no previous writer h ad 
treated sufficiently defi nitely to be of use. 

With German South Africa cove red in 
1954 and the two eastern South African lands 
he re, we now need only an adequate trea t­
ment of Natal with Zululand , to have the 
sub-continent properly covered by the type of 
manu al th at modern collectors need . (S.G.R.) 
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1956 Philat elic Informant . Latest List 
Worldwide Philatelic Agencies. Compiled by 
Alm a McLing. Published by Van Dahl 
Publica tion s, Inc., Albany, Oregon. r6pp. 
P aper. 35 cents. 

This compact little book may a id those in­
clined to "do- it-yo urself" by ordering stamps 
from foreign co untries directly. For years, 
several of us divided up this type of se rvice 
for foreign air mail stamps. The labor, ex­
penses and losses led us to the conclusion th at 
it is better to let a stamp dealer do this work 
and pay him a se rvice charge for it. But since 
many with tim e on th eir hand s like to do it 
th emse lves, the information will be useful. 

It is regrettable th at America's two lead­
ing philatelic institutions, both here at 22 East 
35 th Street , New York, N . Y., were not in­
cluded in the li st of general phil atelic organi­
za tions. Yet perhaps this omission is fortu­
nate because it will spare our Executive Sec­
retary from being bothered with a number of 
si lly questions. (H . M. G.) 

English-Czech and Czech-English Vocab u­
lary. By G. R. Skopecek and co-workers. 
Ch icago, 1955, Czechoslovak Phil atel ic Socie­
ty, cloth, 96 pages. 

Compiled specifically for philatelic use, and 
thu s co nta ining philatelic, printing, engravi ng 
and business terms applying in the postal 
se rvice, this volume may well be most usefu l. 
The centr al idea is sound ; th e scope would 
appear to be ample. 

Beca use th ere is a fair amount of phila­
telic lite r ature in Czech from th e happy 
pe riod before 1939, this volume can open the 
use of that material to us who are not ed u­
cated in that language. Conve rsely, th e 
English-Czech portion can be se rviceable. 

What does not appea r is th e furth er ex­
tended values of this book. Linguistic schol­
a rs know th at th e Czech, Polish, Slovak, 
Croa t and Slovenian languages, written in the 
same Rom an alph abet as Czech and English , 
norm ally agree ve ry closely in vocabulary 
with th e Czech tongue. Allowing for differ­
ences in spelling, the routine relations of 
which anyone competent to coll ect st amps ma­
turely can work out for himself , this book 
may be of help on those languages. I testify 
that it works for Polish, about which I know 
just enough to be able to transform spelling 
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BOLIVIA 

(Continued From Page 168.) 

stage, we have to examine position No. 24. 
In the plate VI. (First stage) No. 24 shows 
in the right wing a short line pointing up­
wards, w hereas in this plat e condition, there 
is ne xt to thi s line another line producing 
the shape of a V, also the pinion in the cen­
ter has disappeared. 

The letter " A" in "CONTRATOS" has 
been recut and is on the same line as the 
"1 .... ". 

Most of the retouch es have been done on 
th e lettering. 

Besides the various plate conditions there 
is sti ll one more in existence with a second 
retouch, the pl ate is known as Plate VII. 

The Condor Issues of Bolivia 1866-1868. 

( Only one plate for each valu e) 

I. 5 Centavos yellow green 
olive green 
green , bright g reen 
blue g reen 
dull green 
deep green 

Printed in 6 rows of 12 making 
of 72 stamps. Original Plate. 
touches in all; 4 reengravings. 

a total 
6 re-
for spell ing, but on which I, th e reviewer, 
am basally untaught. 

How accurate th e language-to-language 
equiv alents of this book, as between Czech 
and English, are, is hard to say. But up to 
reviewing it, nobody seems to have caught 
Mr. Skopececk committing any mistakes. 
(S. G. R.) 

Th e Stanley Gibbons Centenary 1856- 1956. 
Publi shed by Stanley Gibbons Ltd ., London , 
England. 40 pp. Illustr ated. Cloth bound. 
Price not given. 

Although this is basically a commercial 
work by a firm of stamp dealers, this beau­
tifully styled and illustrated book goes far 
beyond its origin. The history of philately in 
the English language has been sadly neglected 
except for an excerpt published here or there 
in a specialized stamp journal. In thi s re-
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viewer's opinion, one reading this book will 
quickly gain a cogent sweep of the growth of 
philately since its inception. If one were to 
write a comprehensive history of stamp col­
lecting (a project for wh ich there is a great 
need) , many names must be ci ted as worthy 
contributors. There is no doubt, however, 
that dealers like Gibbons in England , Scott 
in this country, Galvez in Spain and Cham­
pion in France, although, connected with 
philately primar ily as a commercial venture, 
have left an indelible mark. 

Since th e history of Stanley Gibbons Ltd. is 
linked so closely with the more general his­
tory of philately, it is recommended that any 
devoted collector desiring to inform himself 
more fully about our hobby read this very 
entertaining and informative book. After 
finishing, one will respect philately more, 
re alizing how far stamp collecting, dealing 
and stamp catalogs have advanced from a 
humbl e beginning 100 years ago. (H. M. G.) 
2. IO Centavos brown , gray brown 
dark brown 
black brown 

Th is va 1 ue exists as a bisect. 

Printed in 6 rows of 13 making a total 
of 78 stamps. I am not ce rtain if this 
Plate ever was retouched. 

3. so Centavos ye ll ow 
lemon yellow 
orange 

Printed in 6 rows of 5 making a total of 
30 st amps. R etouched ones. 

.J.. roo Centavos gray blue 
deep blue 

Printed in 6 rows of 5 making a total of 
30 stamps. Retouched ones. 

S· 5 Centavos red lil ac 
gray lil ac 
violet 

6. 

7. 

Same Plate as first 5 Centavos. 
VII of Plate. 

so Centavos dull bli.:e 
dark blue 

Same plate as first 50 Centavos. 

JOO Centavos dull green 
dark yellow green 

Same plate as first 100 Centavos. 

State 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 

Edit or's 1Vot e : Due to o. 2 of ' ' ol. 35 being a special Anniversary issue, ou r usual Clu bhouse section 
had to be omitted. This has caused a delay in the report s presented. 

Meeting of December 7, 1955 

Th e Color Problem 

This evening's meeting was exceptional in 
th a t no st amps, cove rs, essays, proofs, phila­
telic lite r ature, no not even a st amp hinge 
was on di spl ay o r in evidence. Colonel John 
B. R ider had selected certain color plates 
from Maerz's " Diction a ry of Color" to illu s­
trate points in his presenta tion , and these 
were mounted in th e wall fr ames. They and 
the slides of colors projected during th e pro­
gram were th e extent of his exhibits. The 
meeting was a lso exceptional in th e spon­
t aneity of discussion it evoked , for as Colonel 
Rider passed at each point in the presenta­
tion of his premise, the members would seek 
recognition to support or deny hi s a rguments. 

Colonel Rider , well aw are of the ambigui­
ties of color nomenclature in phil ately, had 
long felt th e necess ity of reconciling these 
differences. Unlike most phil atelic students, 
who have accepted th e historical color naming 
of th eir treasures, the Colonel believes it is 
alien to th e science of philately to be par tisan 
to th e diso rder in color nomencl ature, ac­
cepted so complacently by th e hobby. It is 
his desire th at philatelists ac ting under the 
aegis of Th e Collecto rs Club, th e Philatelic 
Foundation , or some simi la r o rganization of 
equal stature es tabli sh standa rd s fo r colo r in 
philately. The purpose of thi s mee ting th en, 
was to acqua int th e members wi th th e Colo­
nel 's proposed project and to seek ou t their 
support, be it act ive o r taci t. W ere the r e­
sponse ove rwh elmin gly negative, th e Colonel 
wou ld be w illing to modify hi s project, but 
st andardiza tion of color is the end he has 111 
view. The perspective may narrow, but it 
will not change . 

Co lonel Ride r spoke briefly of specific col­
o rs, w hich were used in philately, but which 
alw ays had to be qu alifi ed by id entifying the 
specific issues involved, and not infrequently 
were dependent fo r interpretation on a limit-

eel few who were fami lia r with the stamps. 
To cite a few; the 3 cent " pink" of the 1861 
issue of Uni ted States, the 24c cent "steel 
blue" of the same issue; the "steel blue" of 
the 1852 iss ue of Holland; the "chestnut 
brown" of Denmark's 1851 4rs; the "copper 
brown" of the first engraved issue of Hun­
gary; and one from th e 20th century, th e 
" Prussian blue" Silver Jubilee of Great 
Britain. Other color va rieties , which give 
less conce rn but one of hi storical importance, 
are th ose that acquire the name of an indi­
vidual respo nsibl e in some way for their ex­
istence such as " One franc Vemeill e" of 
France. The Colonel conceded th at many 
of these "classic colors" are so much a part 
of the id entity of the stamp that it would be 
difficult to effect any change . But he felt 
that a standard should be se t up for each of 
th ese "classic colors" to insure a lasting rec­
ord. Some dissension was voiced upon this 
op11110n . Mr. Edwin Mueller pointed out 
that th e cl ass ic colors were not necessa rily 
permanent and th at items of record had been 
known to ch ange due to external conditions. 

Th e science of color, embracing all the 
physical, physiological and psychological as­
pects of its study is indeed a complex sub­
ject. Colonel Rid er expla ined that he felt 
it necessa ry to mention slightly some of th e 
principles of th e physics of color to enable 
his au dience to better appreciate the inabili ty 
of colo r scientists to es t ablish color system s 
for th e hum an eye w hich would be absolute. 
Color is dependent on light. For th e purpose 
of simplicity th e Colonel limited hi s discus­
sion at this point to lights which give forth 
a continuous spectrum or radi ate all visible 
spec tr al colo rs. The incand escent electric 
light and sunligh t fa ll in this catego ry. These 
spectral colors are th e radiations which evoke 
the color sensations of violet , blue, g reen, 
yellow, orange and red. There is an accu­
ra te physical measurement for each of these 
spectral co lors due to th ei r different wave 
length s. This wave leng th is a measu rement 
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of th e distance cove red by th e vibration in a 
specific time. To illu str ate th e magnitude of 
these light waves, th e Colonel cited th e 
st and ard unit meas urement w hich is one­
million eth of a millim eter. Only spectr al 
r adia tion s from wave length s between 380 
mi llioneth s of a millimeter ( violet colo r sen­
sa tions) and 780 millioneth s of a millimeter 
(red colo r sensations) a re visible to th e eye. 
Two human observe rs w ill not respond in 
th e same manner to color sensations of th e 
same wave leng th . 

Now th e qu estion of light source arose 
again . H ere th e Colonel pointed out th at 
light so urces, which do not conta in all spec­
tr al r ad iat ions, as a sod ium light and a mer­
c ury light , can only reflect those which they 
radi ate. They differ in th e colors they pre­
sent to the eye both as a light source and 
when re fl ec ted from an object. Now in addi­
tion to th e ligh t so urce, the reflecting qu ali­
ties of th e object illumina ted are important. 
Each spectral radiation (color) from a light 
source can be only par ti ally refl ected by an 
object. This is tru e even of white objects 
w hich only seem to reflect all spect r al colors 
to th e sa me degree. The light source, which 
is not r efl ec ted, is abso rbed becoming he at. 

The audience was spa red further scientific 
discussion; Colonel Rid er feeling th at expla­
nation of th e physiological and psychological 
aspects of colo rs were beyond the necess ity 
of his discuss ion. Suffice to say th at the 
physiological conce rn s a re wi th how we see. 
In oth er words, the chemical processes by 
w hich the eye tr ansfo rms th e stimul a tion of 
light energy into electrical ene rgy wh ich th en 
reaches the hum an brain via th e optic nerve. 
The las t science, psychology, deals with th e 
·conscious human ac tion and th e process of 
·changing th e stimul ation received via the op­
tic nerve into a pattern of intelligently con­
·ce ived memor ies of sight impressions, which 
we call color sensa tions. 

H avi ng covered the sciences involved , 
the Colonel illustrated experi mentally, one 
·of the basic laws of color. "Any desired color 
(sensation) can be matched by mixing three 
·selected spectr al colo rs in th e proper propor­
tion s." By the use of sli des of primary col­
ors, Colonel Ride r produced wh ite colo r sen­
sa tions as well as various colors. From this 
-evolved a discussion on th e experimental mix­
·ing of colo rs or to be more exact the mixing 

of colored rays. There a re two types of color 
mixing; add itive, w hen th e effect of th e sepa­
rate color rays appear to add up ; and sub­
tractive when the color rays a re refl ec ted 
from two or more colored surf aces a t one 
time. 

After the more technical part of the meet­
ing, th e Colonel acting more in th e capaci ty 
of mode rato r r ather than lecture r, directed 
discussion from th e floor. Dr. C la rence W. 
Brazer spoke at some length in suppo rt of a 
colo r system advocat ing th e use of R. Ri dge­
way's colo r standa rd s and colo r nomenclature 
fo r all philatelic (and commercial ) use. 

We we re fortu nate in having in th e audi­
ence Mr. A. Maerz, co-au th or of "A Dic­
tion ary of Color". Colonel Rid er prevail ed 
upon Mr. Maerz to exp ress his views on th e 
subject in general, and th e Colonel 's opinions 
specifically. Mr. Maerz outlined the pur­
pose of his color dictionary and stressed th e 
point that it was not intended to be a color 
system. H e mentioned th e pitfalls in any 
color system and d rew specific historical ref­
erences to their fai lures. In disagreeing wi th 
Colonel Rid er 's premise th at color st and ards 
we re needed in phi lately, Mr. Maerz spoke 
of th e psychology of ass igning colors to 
stamps. Their chief purpose was to differ­
enti a te one st amp from another, so, if one 
ca t aloguer used different qu alifying te rms in 
describing the color assigned in his catalogue 
from that used in anoth er , it was immaterial 
as long as the st amp collector cou ld tell which 
stamp was meant. Indica tion of light or 
dark, pure or dull were not necessary except 
where needed to differentia te one new item 
bei ng catalogued from another already listed. 

Many other members expressed opinions 
on the color question. Among those who 
offe red sugges tions of value were Messrs. 
Muell e r, Good kind , Rich and Haverbeck. 

If Col. Rid er did not receive th e un ani­
mous approbation of the assembly, he did 
receive marked success in provoking though t­
ful inquiry on the subject of phi la telic no­
menclature. For color is indeed "the P an­
dora of philately". Th e Colonel has flung 
open the lid on this controversial subject, 
like Zeus wi th the original Pandora, he too 
has lef t us with hope.-hope th a t at leas t 
some semblance of scientific sys tem will re­
su lt from th e pursuit of his project to try and 
bring some orde r out of a long existent 
confu sion. (Ma lcolm G. O'R eilly) 
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The Mee ting of D ecember 21, 1955 

O ut-of- th e- fl// ay Co untries 

Because of th e sudd en illness of th e 
schedu led speake r, Mr. R obe rt L. Graham , 
J r., the chairman of th e prog r am committee, 
H . D . S. H ave rbeck, ably fi lled in w ith an 
interes t ing disp lay. H e took as hi s m a jo r 
top ic th e wo rk th at co uld be accomplished 
w ith unpop ul a r countries. The d iscuss ion 
was divid ed into th ree pa rts, No rth Viet-

r am, T ibe t and Saud i Ar abia. 

The po rtion of th e d isplay cove ring No rth 
Vier-Nam was shown in two fra mes. This 
consisted of a su rvey of pos t al conditions 
fro m th e t ime of th e beginning o f th e Civil 
W a r in V iet-Na m between th e Communist 
Gove rnmen t of H o-C hi-M inh and th e F rench 
Gove rnment of V iet- Nam. T he st amps is­
s ued in th e jungles of Tonkin along th e 
C hinese fro nt ie r we re shown toge th er w ith 
cove rs illustr ating th eir actu al use . These 
st amps we re crud ely printed f rom wood­
blocks on locally p roduced rice pape r. The 
stamps used fo r Official m a il we re shown 
both on and off cove r. It is inte res ting to 
no te th at here is pe rh aps th e only known 
usage of denomin a ti ons on pos t age st a mps 
exp ressed in te rms of a commod ity, namely, 
k ilos of r ice. 

Mr. H ave rbeck also showed a cove r ad­
d ressed to H o-Chi-M inh himself. It was 
custom a ry tha t m ail add ressed to th e leade r 
did no t require pos t age to be paid on it ! 
The address was translated and r ead , " R e­
spectfu lly Di rect ed to U ncle Ho", this being 
a te rm of great respec t . T he disp lay ended 
by showing how the Commu nis ts we re again 
t u rn ing philate ly to propaganda purposes, 
w ith a series comm emo r ating th e fa ll of th e 
French fo rt ress of D ien-Bien-Ph u. 

T he discussion nex t t urn ed to a sho rt t alk 
on Tibet. In four frames the speaker dis­
played the first eigh t stamps of Tibet . H e 
showed w ha t cou ld be done w ith a sm all 
group of st amps of a small out-of- th e-way 
co untry. T he lec t u re cove red the method of 
produci ng th e stamps and so me of th e uses 
for them. They were p r inted from a hand­
carved plate of 12 st amps. P roofs were 
shown, pu ll ed off befo re th e s tamps we re 
approved for iss ue. The a ttempts by W ater­
low and Sons of L ondon to ob t ain th e print­
ing cont rac t for T ibet an stamps we re illus-

tra ted by a se ries of eng r aved die essays pr e­
pa red sim ila r to th e st amps th emselves. The 
cont rac t was not obtain ed because of th e high 
cost of lin e eng r aved st amps. Included in 
th e g roup was one stamp of th e denomin a tion 
of 1 Sang w hich had bee n unknown to collect­
ors fo r ove r 40 years until discove red by the 
speake r. This is an example of w h at can be 
don e by di ligent study and resea rch. E ach 
of th e st amps was shown singly, on cove r 
and in a full pl ate impression. Among the 
cove rs we re two fr om th e P ot ala P alace, one 
fro m th e D ela i L am a and th e oth er from his 
priva te Sec ret ary. 

The rem aind er of th e evening was devoted 
to a survey of th e unpopul a r st amps of 
Hedj az, N ejd and Sa udi Arabi a . The dis­
cussion was p rim a rily devoted to th e politi­
ca l developm ents w hich fo rmed a backg round 
to th e iss uance of th e st amps. T he di splay 
began wi th st amps of Turkey used in th e 
Arabi an penin sul a p ri or to 191 6. It then 
took up th e st amps issued by Hussein, the 
fo un de r of th e H ashemite dynas ties of J or­
dan and Ir aq who procla imed h imself " King 
of th e H ejaz" w ith th e aid of th e British 
und e r Col. T . E. Law r ence. The stamps 
we re fi rs t iss ued in 191 6 as evid ence of the 
new freedom of the Arabi an people unde r 
King Hussein. They we re produced by the 
Survey of Egypt press. The designs showed 
cl ass ical Ar abic in sc riptions t aken from an­
cient m anuscripts and Mosqu e deco r ations as 
the M oslem religion fo rbid s th e use of th e 
hum an form in decorative a rt. A s an in­
teres tin g sidelight th e speake r passed a round 
th e a ud ience a copy of a limited edition book 
prepa red by the Survey of Egypt describing in 
detai l th e va rious des igns and giving all pe rt i­
nent in fo rm at ion rega rding th e des igne rs, 
printing method and meth ods of sepa ration. 
This book was illust ra ted w ith actual s ta mps 
pas ted in to it and the steps in prepa r ing th e 
fi nal design we re ill us tr a ted by th e ac t ual 
impressions of the various st ages of th e prog­
ress of th e design. 

The la te r pol itica l developm ents lead ing 
up to th e assu mpt ion of th e Cali phate by 
H usse in were il lus trated by the various ove r­
prin ts appl ied to these bas ic stamps over th e 
pe r iod from 1921 to 192.i. . During the latter 
part of this pe riod , th e refo rm sect of th e 
W ahab is un de r l bn Sa ud, rose in revolt 
against th e H ashemite r ul e rs. Their armies 
w e re v icto rious and fo rced th e H ashemites 
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into th e area around J eddah. In October, 
1924, Husse in abdicated in favo r of his son 
Ali. This is ev idenced by th e so-call ed 
" Jedd ah issues" of 1924 and 1925. lbn Saud 
triumph ed in early 1925. 

The Sultan of the Nejd, lbn Saud, began 
issui ng st amps in March of 1925, ove rprint­
ing whatever st amps he co uld find. These 
included old Turkish stamps as well as those 
-0f th e H ashemite regime, both postage and 
revenue. The first definitive st amps appeared 
in 1926. From thi s time on the stamps trace 
the ri se o f the House of Saud to absolute 
rul e of th e entire area except the protected 
.ar eas of Aden , Muscat and Oman and the 
ind epend ent country of Yemen . 

Th e speaker pointed out th a t there was st ill 
much r esea rch th at could be done w ith this 
g roup of st amps. None of th e la te r st amps 
a re even rare . It is th ei r unpopul ari ty which 
have di sco ur aged coll ec tors and philatelists 
from th eir study. He noted th at there we re 
no unnecessary o r specula tive issues in this 
group. Their issuance was dictated entirely 
by postal needs. 

6oth Annual M u ting 

J anu a ry l l , 1956 

H avi ng es t ablished a quorum, th e Presi­
·dent call ed th e meeting to order at 8 :oo 
P. M. 

Notice of th e meeting was re ad by th e 
·Secretary. 

On motion made, second ed and carried th e 
reading of th e minutes of th e last Annual 
Meeting was dispensed wi th . 

The names of th ose members, who died 
·during the yea r, were read, and a moment 
of silence obse rved in their memory. 

Motion m ade that the ac tions of th e 
Board of Governors for th e past year be 
.approved. Seconded and carried. 

R epor ts 

The following reports were subm itted and 
accep ted as read. 

Admissions and Membership-
Dr. George Camnitzer, Chairman 

·C. C. Fund Commi ttee-
R ichard S. Boh n, C hairm an 

·Co nstituti on & By-L aws-
J ohn J. Britt, Vice-C hairm an 

Community Service-
George B. Wray, Chairman 

H ouse Committee-
] acob S. Glaser, Chairman 

Insurance Committee-
Sol S. Zipser, Chairman 

Libra ry Committee-
] uli an F. Gros, C hairman 

Prog r am Committee-
H. D. S. Haverbeck, Chairman 

Publica tions Committee-
Winthrop S. Boggs, Chairman 

Editorial Commi ttee-
Henry M. Good kind , Editor 

Publicity Committee-
Stephen G. Rich, Chairman 

Study Gro up Committee­
Stephen G . Rich, C hai rm an 

Trustee Account-
Richard S. Bohn , Trustee 

Treasurer's Report-
William R . R ankin, Treasurer 

President 's R eport-
Edwin E . E lkin s, President 

Th e Admissions Committ ee 

Your Committee is pleased to repo rt that 
during th e yea r of 1955 th e following appli­
cations for membership were passed and sent 
to th e Board of Governors wi th a recom­
mendation to accept th e applicants as mem­
be rs of th e Collectors C lub: 

R esident over 35 ------------ ·------------- IO 

R esident under 35 ------------------------
U. S. Non-Resident -------------------- 40 
Foreign ------------------------------------------ 1 o 

or a total of 61 new members h ave joined 
the C lub during the pas t year. 

Th e Members hip Commit t ee 

Members in good standing J an. I, 1955 1218 
New members admitted du ring 1955 ____ 61 
Members rein st ated during 1955 ---------- 8 

1287 

Th rough death we lost the following mem­
bers in 1955: 

R esiden t : 
Edward A. Buser, Sr. 
A lfred H. Caspary 
No rvin H. G reen 
O sca r R . Lichtenstein 
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Willi am S. Meye rson 
Dr. K enn eth B. Turner 

Non-R eside nt : 

Lind en F. Brand 
Austin H . Brown 
H a rri s W. T ain e 
L eland Powers 
Frank W . Rosell 
Richa rd Pl att 
D avid J ay Cohn 
J ere. H ess Ba rr 
J ame s Lee Kirkland 
R. W . Becker 
Dr. Ca rl e M. Bigelow 
B. H. H andy 
Frank John Hluboky 
John A . Kleem an 
E. M. Oleson 
Dr. Robert C. H . Lee 
Carter Glass, Jr. 

Foreign: 

Dr. Franz Kalkhoff 
Capt. George L ennert H earn 
Ernest Joseph Rhineh ardt 26 

R es ign ations accepted or dropped from 
membership for non-payment of 
dues 126 

Total members in good st anding D e-
cembe r 31, 1955 1135 

Constitution and B y-Laws Committee 

I have th e pl eas ure to report a t this time 
that af ter almost 5 years of litigation in 
various co urts, th e Collectors Club petition 
seeking relief from th e payment of New 
York City real es t ate taxes has finally come 
to a victorious co nclusion. W e have just 
been informed th at a favorable decision in 
our beha lf agai nst th e Tax Commission of 
th e C ity of New York has been rend ered by 
th e Co urt of Appeals of th e State of I ew 
York , without opinion. 

This means th at the Collectors Club should 
now be exempt from further payment of 
rea l es ta te t axes on our building. W e should 
also rece ive a r ef und from the City of New 
York for all re al es t ate taxes paid by us to 
th e C ity fro m th e year 195r. 

The origin al petition as presented to the 
courts by th e firm of Cadwalader, Wicker­
sham & Taft was based upon the premise that 

the Collectors Club was an educational, sci­
entific and literary in stitution. This fact has 
now been confirmed by the highest courts in 
the State of ew York. With this recogni­
tion, Phil ately t akes its rightful place among 
the other Arts and Sciences and it should be 
our duty to rededicate ourselves to the main­
tenance of the fine st traditions in American 
philately, as exemplified by the Collectors 
Club. 

This is perh aps the greatest boon the COL­
LECTORS CLUB has received since we acquired 
our own clubhouse. 

This has been accomplished by the com­
bined efforts of our member, Lt. Gen. Cor­
nelius W. Wickersh am, and his legal firm of 
Cadwalader, Wickersham and Taft who skil­
fully guided our case through the long series 
of court deb ates and brought it to a success­
ful co nclusion. 

I therefo re, move you, Mr. Ch airman, that 
a special vote of th anks to General Wicker­
sham by the membership asse mbled here be 
pl aced upon th e record. 

Community S ervice 

The Community Service of The Collectors 
Club of New York has had a most successful 
year in making sco res of people happy and 
promoting more interes t in stamps through 
the fine co-operation of our members and es­
pecially J acob Glaser, John Britt, Sid Barrett, 
Scott Stamp & Coin and Jacques Minkus. 
These firms have been most generous in sup­
plying albums, catalogues, accessories, every­
thing to make stamp collectors happy. Mr. 
Glaser has given a great deal of time to mail­
ing, pay ing the post age, and transportation. 
Same can be said of John Britt. "The Aero 
Phil atelists" were a g re at help in sending ma­
terial out. W e have received fine selections 
of st amps from: 

H owa rd C. P armiter, Bradington , Fla. ; 
Mrs. Rose R ein er ; Albert W. Scheele, Pres., 
Belmont Iron W o rks, Phil a.; Jos. S. Zahn, 
Jr. , Bloomfi eld, r J.; E. L. Heathcoate, 
Wash. ; C. A . K elly, Frazeyburg, Ohio . 

Stamps, albums and accesso ries h ave been 
sent to: 

Veterans Administration Hospit als at: 
Canandaigua, N. Y., L ake City, Fla., Brook­
lyn, N. Y. , J ackson , Miss., Palo Alto, Calif. 
THE CO LL ECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXXV, NO. Ill 199 



THE CLUBHOUSE 
Shriners H osp ita ls fo r Crippled Children 
at : Phil adelphi a, P a., Spokane, W ash. , Mon­
tana, San Francisco, Cal. , Lexington, Ky., 
Shreveport, L a., Springfield, Mo., Minneapo­
lis, Minn., C hicago, Ill. , Winnepeg, Canada, 
H onolulu , H awaii , Los Angeles, Cal. 

Masonic H ome c/ o Mr. Knight ; Summer 
Camp near 1eu ton, N. ].; United Ce rebral 
P alsy of: C leveland , Bronx, R ocheste r ; Pas­
sarant Memorial for Epileptics; U nion High 
School , M adera, Calif. ; Madison Square 
Boys Club, N. Y.; Phil a telic Hobbies for th e 
W ound ed . 

W e have letters of apprecia tion. 

Hous e Committee 

The House Committee h as met three times 
las t year and has a meeting scheduled for 
J an. J 8th at 4 :30 to wind up its r955 affa irs. 

L as t year th ere were no capital outlays. 
The maintenance of our home was held with­
in its budget and money lef t over for Library 
imp rovements with some already completed. 

Due to FIPEX, we want our home to be 
in as good a condition as our budget will 
permit. Before middl e of April we expect 
to have th e front of ou r building repaired 
and painted, and as much of interior as we 
can affo rd ; g iving preference to the Lobby, 
Lounge, and Library. 

A show case sign has been o rd ered for 
front of our building. A walnut cabinet has 
been o rd ered for our rare books to be paid 
out of funds donated by Mrs . E th el McCoy 
as a memorial to her late husband , Walter 
McCoy. 

We plan to have some of the carpe ts 
cleaned and repaired, and make oth er im­
provements th at ca n be done w ithin our 
budget. 

The In surance Committ ee 

I am happy to r epo rt th at th e Insurance 
Committee had an uneventful year. The 
Club continu ed its past record of freedom 
from accidents, fires, thefts, etc., thereby 
bringing great credit to itself and to Philately. 

Library Committee 

F iv e steel cab inets with locks have been 
in stall ed. These cab inets are id eal for hold­
ing curren t periodicals, papers and magazines. 

Above th e cabinets shelves have been built 
to stock outside or extremely la rge size 
books. These shelves will be enclosed ea rly 
this year. Both of th ese operations h ave been 
most helpful in enabling th e Library Com­
mittee to rea rrange our current and growing 
philatelic libra ry. All of th e U nited States 
and English books, have been taken out , 
shelves replaced and aligned and the books 
so placed as to allow room for a five yea r 
expansion. 

For this coming yea r we expect to do the 
same fo r th e oth er fo reign publications. An­
oth er project is th e Auction Catalogues in th e 
Joseph Rich Memorial R oom. All th ese im­
portant publications have to be ar r anged, in­
dexed, filed and notes made of th e missing 
items. W e shall need volunteers with plenty 
of time for thi s valu able accu mul at ion. 

Last yea r Mrs. E th el McCoy, one of ou r 
very good members and a real friend of the 
Library, gave us a subst anti al sum. It is 
our intention to purchase a R arity Case to 
hold our rare books. This additional cabi net 
will also increase our book capaci ty. 

Through th e efforts of George Turner a 
co mplete procedure has been arranged for 
th e Library, which has enabled our Librari an, 
Mrs. E ldridge, to enter and classify in a 
specia l book all our new acqui sitions. At th e 
same time thi s will g ive exceptionally good 
se rvice to members both in the Library as 
we ll as those requesting mail se rvice. 

As in previous years, through special pur­
chase we have continu ed to acquire books and 
periodicals to fi ll vacant spots and try to give 
the members of the Collectors C lub the fin­
es t Phila telic library ever assembled under 
one roof. 

Program Commit tee 

It is the earnest hope of the Ch airm an and 
the members of the Committee th a t some of 
you a t least have enjoyed some of the pro­
grams. ·we know it is impossible to please 
all of the members all of the time. We hope 
only to please some of the people some of the 
time, or a few members all of the time. The 
result of the Committee's work during this 
past year is in your hands in the form of the 
program for r956. We trust that it wi ll 
meet with th e same response that the pro­
gram for 1955 h as rece ived. 
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At this tim e it is fitting that we t ake notice 
of th e work of members of this committee 
in connection w ith th e Annu al Competition . 
T he fo llowin g persons gave freely of their 
time and labo r in presenting to you this out­
s tandin g example of th e Club 's activities: 

Louis Stich 
Stephen G. Rich 
W inth rop S. Boggs 
Maurice Tripet 
H en ry Kr aemer 
Col. J ohn Rid er 
Stanley Rice 

Publica tions Committee 

Th e pas t yea r of 19 55 has been a ve ry busy 
one fo r th e Publications C ommittee. Six is­
sues of the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
we re issued under th e able editorship of Mr. 
Henry M. G oodkind. In his report you w ill 
have furth er det ails on this important ph ase 
of th e C ommittees w ork. 

Turning to other aspect s of the Commit­
tee's efforts, w e may say th at although no 
handbooks w ere issued in 1955 w e have by 
no means been idle. It was decid ed ea rly in 
1955 th at a fe stival number of the COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHI LATELIST should be published in 
Ma rch 1956, in honor of th e Six tieth Y ear of 
th e C lu b, the Thirt y-Fifth Vo lum e of th e 
magazine, and th e F ifth International Phila­
telic E xh ibit ion. Yo ur committee can assure 
yo u th a t it w ill in deed be a fes tival number , 
containing a rticles on a w id e r ange of sub­
jects by co nt r ibuto rs fro m all ove r the w orld. 
It w ill have double th e usu al number of 
pages, and a cove r specially des igned by Mr. 
Lou is Stich. The fes tival number w ill also 
have a br ief a rticle conce rning a fo rthcoming 
Coll ectors C lub handbook. This handbook 
w ill be one of th e most important eve r pub­
l ished by the C lub, and th e fi rst re lating en­
t ire ly to U nited Sta tes Stamps and P ostal 
H is to ry. 

Besides th is a rev ised edi tion of the C lub 's 
bookl et is well in hand for publication befo re 
F IPEX. 

In co n ~ l usion we w ish to acknowledge th e 
ge nero us and un selfi sh co-ope ration given by 
a ll the me mbe rs of th e Committee, w ho h ave 
given so much of th eir tim e and thought to 
publica ti on problems, in order th a t the high 
standards a l rea dy set by Collectors C lub pub-

licati ons may not only be m aintain ed, but be 
made even higher. 

Edit or's R eport 

Once aga in six numbers of the COLLECTORS 
CLU B PHILATELIST were issued in 195 5. The 
number of printed pages tot alled 390 . The 
Index for the 1955 Volume, now being proof­
r ead for publication , shows a r ange of special­
ized a rticles from Austria to Victoria. Also 
a rticles on Topical Phil a tely and P ostal 
H is to ry we re published. 

R eading the volume of correspondence from 
our members here and abroad-and it is 
ge tting heavier each yea r- shows that our 
r egul a r features-Ed itorials, Book R eviews 
and C lubhouse Activities-are proving popu­
l a r and being read wi th keen interes t. M any 
of our edito ri als have been quoted and re­
printed ; some in foreign languages like 
F rench, Germ an and J apanese. 

A few criticize the magazin e because th eir 
own pa rticul a r interest is not included. Actu­
ally this means findin g fault w ith th emselves, 
because we can only print wh at is w ritten 
for us. If a certain specialty has not ap­
peared for some years, this shows a lack of 
ac tivity from the g roup representing such a 
specialty. 

\Vithout see ming to boast, our magazine 
seems to be m ainta ining th e long-es t ablished 
pres tige of this Club. It seems to be uni­
versally accepted th at th e C CP speaks for 
and best r epresents phil a tely in America. But 
th e Edito r is not complacent with this knowl­
edge, and well knows th at improvements a re 
in order , w hich he is striving h ard to achieve. 

The fin e help of my A ss ist ant E ditor s, Win 
Boggs, D on H averbeck, E dw in Mueller and 
Steve Rich, cannot be adequ ately descr ibed 
in wo rd s. The Collectors C lub owes each of 
th em much g ratitud e fo r th eir many hours of 
un selfis h work applied by great phil atelic 
minds, w hich always is given free ly and un­
selfishly. There is no act ivity connected w ith 
th e Collecto rs Club th at comes close in r e­
spect to hours spent or knowledge devoted 
th an th e prod uction and publication of our 
magaz in e. 

T o all members w ho h ave suppo rted and 
enco uraged us, a nod of since re appreciation. 
T o th e C lub's officers and governors, fo r 
th eir implicit confide nce in u s, our th anks. 
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Publicity Comm ittee 

Y our com mittee sent out ten publicity r e­
leases du ring th e year. These, we are glad 
to report, were widely printed , in th e st amp 
wee kli es and semi-weekly, and in numerous 
newspa per st amp pages. Without question, 
th e C lu b has received a la rger amount of 
favor able publicity du ring the yea r than a t 
any r ecent time. But your committee is not 
content to res t on any !au rels, since now a 
continu ation o r extension of this wo rk may 
well reap us many benefits. 

Opportunities for publicity releases we re 
slightly less numero us th an in 1954, when 
yo ur co mmittee sent out 14 of th em. 

The highlights of 1955 publicity were th e 
two releases on th e presentation of th e COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST AWARD to Mr. J. 
Devasya of Travancore, Indi a, with th e In­
di an Consul -General receiving thi s award 
officia lly. This international cooperation ap­
pears to have done much to establish in th e 
eyes of wid er public th e st anding of th e C lub. 

Study Groups Committee 

Du ring th e year, we lost two Study 
Groups : Ita ly and Ireland . To offset thi s, 
th e H ell enic Stamp Society, our Greek study 
group, has resumed ac tivity, and th e Phila­
telic Lite rature Associ a tion , New York 
Chapter, soon to be renamed from " Phil a telic 
Libra ry A ssociation", has jo ined our a rray 
of Study Groups. 

Two Study Groups provided programs for 
C lub mee tings . One of these, by th e France 
& Colonies Group in th e fa ll , was consp icu­
ously good. 

Two co mmunication s to all th e Groups, 
informing th em on matters of club house­
keeping affect ing th em, w ere sent out. Your 
chairman did not ge t to meetin gs of all the 
groups in per son, but was at least briefly a t 
mee tings of approximately half of them. 

A s so urces of materi al for THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST, the study groups have 
been rather in ac tive during the yea r, save for 
one member of France & Colonies Group. 
Likewise, as practically all whom th e Club 
cou ld se rve among the study group members 
a re already members of th e C lub, th e year 
has shown very little recruiting via the study 
groups. 

The thirteen g roups now meeting with us 

probably represent the norm al volume of this 
activi ty to be expected for the immedia te 
future. 

The following six reports are being omit­
ted , because th ey will be incorporated in the 
Auditor 's-Marshall Granger Co.-Report 
to be publi shed as usual in our next number: 

Trustees R epo rt 
Trustees Acco unt 
Life Membership Fund 
J. Brace Chittenden Libra ry Fund 
Treas urer 's Report 
Coll ecto r 's C lub Fund 

President's R eport 

We have just concluded he aring r epo rts 
from th e various Committee Chairmen who 
have functioned in th eir capacities during th e 
year 1955 . 

Through th e effo rts of these committees, 
th e C lub has been handled quite well. No 
new ch airmen were appointed because the 
present ones seemed to be doing th eir work 
in a conscientious manner. 

True , we h ave los t members due to death , 
resign ation or fo r non-payment of dues. This 
cann ot be helped as every organization goes 
throu gh this same mi sfortune each ye ar. 

My si nce re th anks is extended to M ess rs. 
Bohn and Camnitzer fo r the handling of our 
recent Collectors C lub banquet. They worked 
very ha rd to make the banquet a success. 
Th anks also to th ose who donated fu nd s, and 
to th ose who attended. At this affa ir th e 
Lichtenstein Medal was awarded and pre­
sented to Mr. August Dietz, Sr., well known 
for his outst anding achievements in Phila tely. 
There were also presented Collectors Club 
M edals fo r distingu ished se rvice in th e past 
to l\1essrs. Brazer, Bruns, Graham, J oh! and 
Zervas. 

Messrs. Glaser and Wray toge th er have 
done outstanding work in gath ering phil ate lic 
mate rial and sending same to Veterans H os­
pita ls, Junior clubs and other w or thy 
organizations. 

The Editorial Boa rd, handling th e COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, must rece ive 
congratulations on the very fine work th ey 
have accomplished. For the information of 
our members our magazin e was awa rd ed 
high honors and med als a t th e Colombia, 
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C ub an, Norwegian, and Swedish Intern ation­
al Exhibitions. 

The H ouse Committee under th e guid ance 
of Mr. Gl ase r has made every ende avo r to 
keep our C lubh ouse in first cl ass condition, 
and make it comfortable fo r our members. 
To you, l\!I r. G lase r, my heartfelt thanks. 

To our Treasurer, Mr. R ankin , although 
very busy a t hi s own occupation , found time 
to be ever-watchful of ou r Treasury Funds. 
Thank you so much, Mr. R ankin. 

Dr. Camnitze r, C hairman of our Admis­
sions Committee, has been very ca reful in 
passing on new applications for membership. 
Some have been turn ed down beca use appli­
cants cou ld not mee t our requi rem ents. 

Th rough th e g reat effor t of General 
Wickersham our t ax case has been won 
th rough the va rious courts. 

T o ou r Ladies, Mrs. P ritchett and M rs. 
Eldridge, my sincere th ank s for the fine work 
they have done in th eir chosen positions. They 
have always been very pleasant to our mem­
bers and ou r many vis itors. 

To our Program Committee who gave yo u 
your ente rtainment on M ee ting Nights, sin­
ce re th anks. 

For myself , your pres iding officer for th e 
yea r 1955, may I say to th e membership a t 
large, our Board of Directors and to all 
Committee Chairmen, my since re apprec ia­
tion for th ei r coopera ti on during my regi me. 

New B 11 si11 ess 

The repor t of th e N om in a ting Committee 
read by Mr. Sol Whitm an in th e absence of 
Major Philli ps . The following candid ates 
for th e C lass of 1958 submitted: 

Sid ney F. Barrett Richard S. Bohn 
Winthrop S. Boggs Mrs. J ohn D . D ale 

A lbert H . H iggins 

Th ere being no other nomi nation s, it was 
moved, seconded and car ried that the Secre­
t a ry cas t one vote for the r ominations as 
read. Tempo ra ry adjournment followed , 
during which th e Govern ors retired to elect 
new office rs fo r th e yea r 1956. 

Election of Officers 

The Office rs fo r th e yea r 1956 a re as 
fo llows : 

G en. C . W. llf/ ick ersham , President 
Harriso n D . S. H averbeck, Vice-Presid ent 
St t> ph en G. Rich, Secretary 
Edwin F.. E lkins, Treasurer 

The mee ting adjo urned at 9 :35 P . M. 

Meeting of J anu ary 4, 1956 

Th e Hub erich Collec tion of B oliv ia 

It has been an annual custom for some 
yea rs to have the first meeting of th e new 
year exh ibit one of th e many well-known col­
lections bequeathed to th e COLLECTORS CLUB. 

"The Victor H uberich Collection" of th e 5 
Centavos of th e 1866 Condor I ssue of Bolivia 
was displayed. Mr. L ou is Stich' s detailed 
study of thi s stamp, th at was offe red orally 
to th e members present at this meeting, will 
be fou nd as a separate a rticle in this num­
ber of thi s journal on pages 163 to 168. 

Meeting of January 18, 1956 

R n earch; one Stamp or one I ss ue 
Com petitive display by members 

Our new Presiden t, General Cornelius /If/. 
f;f/ ick ersham, opened this mee ting with a few 
interes ting introducto ry remarks. H e ex­
pressed hi s appreciat ion to th e membership 
for the confidence acco rd ed him with th e 
office of the Pres idency of this C lub. H e 
said that he had two main objectives. The 
fi rst was th at he since rely beli eved th at our 
membership co uld be broadened , especially 
th e residen t members. H e th ought that 
there were a number of worthy coll ectors, 
w ho wou ld enj oy becomi ng members of th e 
club , and he wou ld wo rk to see that th ey were 
invited to join us. The second matter of 
interest to Gener al Wickersham w as seeing 
th at th is C lub would lend its full support 
to th e International Exhibition (FIPEX). 

The meeting turned ou t to be one of th e 
most pop ul a r held in a long time. There 
were a total of ten exhibitors; no one need­
ing more th an t wo fram es to show th e r e­
sea rch and study made on ei th er one st amp 
or one issue. The diversity was rem arkable, 
consisting of issues from mostly eve ry part 
of th e wo rld , both nin eteenth and t wentieth 
century. 
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At the outset, our Program Director, Mr. 
Haverbeck, appointed the following mem­
bers from th e audience to act as judges: Al­
bert H. Higgins, Chairman; Dr. George 
Camnitzer; Denwood Kelley; Stanley R. 
Rice; Dean Herbert W oodward; and Hans 
Zervas. He then called upon each exhibitor 
in the following order: 

Paul Lindenberg, who expl ain ed th e work 
he is doing on the 24c on 8a rose overprint 
of the 1867 issue of Straits Settlements. 

Col. J ohn F. Rider ca refully analyzed the 
problem of the double surcharge on the 1904 
provision al issue of Chile. With detailed 
work and photographs, he showed ·ample evi­
dence th at this variety, which has been listed 
by th e cat alogues for 50 years, is not genuine. 
H e showed that the second su rcharge is not 
of the same ink as th e original one and , 
th erefore, all the so-called double surcharges 
a re counterfe its. 

H enry M. Goodkind placed in one frame 
hi s research published last year in "the Aero 
Philatelist Annals" on th e 1930-31 firs t defini­
tive air mail st amps of France. This 1.5ofrs 
st amp was first issued , and used only for a 
short duration during th e 1930 International 
Air P ost Exposition in P aris. This issue was 
to be perforated by th e Exhibition Commit­
tee with the initi als "EIP A3o" for sale wi th 
a ticket of admission. In June , 1930, th e 
stamp was re-issued , remaining in use for 
many yea rs. Both the Sanabria and Scott 
cata logs have listed and priced th ese two is­
sues w ith many color varieties such as ultra­
marine, bright ultramarine, blue, deep blue, 
etc. However, there are only two basic col­
ors, all th e rest being shade differences in 
Mr. Good kind 's opinion. Besides, th e Scott 
catalog notes that th e 1931 issue can be dis­
tinguished from the 1930 by a worn impres­
sion. This is wrong, because copies were 
shown used as late as 1934 w ith better im­
pressions th an those on th e 1930 issues. It 
was the make-ready with the plates before 
printing rather th an wear on the plates that 
caused th e differences in impressions during 
th e life of this L5ofrs. blue st amp. 

Mor timer N ein ken spoke upon the plating 
problems w ith U. S., the IC 1851 plates 5 and 
6. H e showed through a reconstructed shee t 
where r ecen t resea rch h as solved this prob­
lem, but plate 6 rem ains a mystery. Accord­
ing to thi s exhibitor there is absolutely no 

determ inable material , so th at this pl ate may 
neve r have been used . 

Ja cob S. Glaser in two frames showed th e 
1923 issue of Colombia air mail stamps with 
a "secret dot" overprinted as a control mark 
because of a th eft of some of the st amp 
stock. This was th oroughly w ritten up in 
our J anu ary number (Volume 35, pages l l-

14.) 

Dr. Irwin Yarry had one fr ame with th e 
" P enny R ed" of Great Britain, expla ining 
the m any missing parts still ex isting with the 
plating of this st amp, despite the number of 
philatelists in Great Brita in and this cou n­
try who have worked intensely on this one 
stamp. 

Harrison D. S. H averbeck displayed th e 
ci rcul ar stamps of J ammu and Kashmir, 
which he and Mr. W. S. Boggs had w ritten 
abou t in the COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST 
(Volume 20, numbers 3 and 4.) He explaineJ 
that the information given had upset all the 
previous ideas regarding the denominations, 
which had been established and accepted by 
the foremost Indian and British students of 
this issue. Furth ermore, he explai ned that 
gr adually this new information is becoming 
accepted as correct. 

Jl,fr. Adrien Bou trelle spoke upon the pho­
tographs he had made of th e 1870 issue of 
Alsace-Lorra ine, which by en largements 
brought out the network background that en­
abled one to easi ly detect the genuine from 
the reprint. 

Mauric e Trip et in two frames exhibited 
a beautifully mounted display of the Icarus 
a ir mai l stamp of Switzerl and , (Scott design 
AP4). This speaker demonstrated a number 
of uses of this design from its original state 
when first issued in 1924 to its final use in 
modified form on th e 1938 souvenir sheet. 

S tephen G. Rich had one frame with the 
1869 5f rs. stamp of France. His purpose 
was to demonstrate two points in the matter 
of research. The first was that in order to 
ge t material for study, cond ition must be dis­
regarded. In this conn ection he showed where 
many of th e copies with w hich he was wo rk­
ing are in a condition that would horrify most 
coll ectors. His second point was assembling 
as much mate ri al as possible in order to ver i­
fy th e differences between type I and type II 
as st ated in th e Scott Catalogue. His work 
has progressed to th e st age where he demon­
strated th at he has found more th an two 
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types by measuring both th e numer al "5" 
and th e "F". Furthermore, he has found a 
g rea t va ri ation in the various color shades, 
different from those nam ed in th e catalogue. 

Edwin M illike11 showed his research on 
th e United Sta tes 3c. g reen B anknote st amp. 
This was th e fi nal exhibit of the evening. 

The judges th en retired , and r eturn ed 
about 15 minutes la ter w ith th eir choice. 
They selected: 

1. Col. J ohn F . Rider-Chile. 
2. H . D.S. H ave rbeck- J ammu and K ash­

mir. 
3. Mortimer Ne inken-United States rc. 

185 1. 
H onorable Men tion to S. G. Rich- France. 
Honorable Mention to J acob S. G lase r-

Colombi a. 

Each of th e above were given the Collecto rs 
C lub ce rtifica tes, in scribed and signed ac­
co rdin g to th e judges' rating. 

The Libra ry Committee reports th e acqui­
sition of th e fo llowing : 

S co tt's Ca talogue of Unit ed Stat es Stamps, 
Spec ializer/, 1956. Scott Publica tion s, 
Inc., New York. 

New Plating Syst em of H alf S en Dragon 
Plate JI by Dr. S. Ichida. Published 
by au th or. (J apanese) 

H andb uch dn Briefm ark enkunde, Lieferung 
1-5, by Major H ans van Rudolphi. 
Ve rei n H andbuch de B riefm a rkenkund e, 
Berlin , Germany. (Ge rm an ) 

l-fandb uch der Briefmark enkunrle, Liefe rung 
16/ 17, by M ajor H ans von Rudolphi. 
Verein H andbuch de Briefma rkenkunde , 
Berlin , Ge rm any. (Ge rm an ) 

Th e Hist ory of th e Un ited Stat es P os t Office 
to th e Y ear 1829 by W esley Everett 
R ich, Ph .D. Publi shed by H a rv ard U ni ­
ve rsi ty Press, Camb ridge, Mass. 

Ca talogo Generale degli lnteri d'ltalia by 
P oggio P oggi. " Rivista Filatelica 
d' ltali a", Ge noa, Italy. ( Itali an) 

Ca talogue Prix-Courant des Obliterations 
Pr oviso irs rl' Alsace-Lorraine by J. 
H eckle r. Publi shed by author, Nancy, 
F ranee. (F rench) 

L es Timbr es rl' Alsace-Lorraine et L es Oblit­
erations de Lorraine, r940-194r by J ean 
Robert J acquot. Published by author, 
P a ris, F r ance. (F rench ) 

Ha nd-Buch der Sowje tischen B esatzungz one 
by H erbert Stengle r. Published by 
author. (Ge rm an) 

Dresden / , Ausgabe Durchstochen, by Dr. 
L oth a r K empe. Published by H ans 
T ischert, Berlin , Germany. (Ge rm an) 

Ca talogue of th e Stamps of Hun gary 1956. 
Phil atelica Hunga rica, Bud apes t, Hun­
ga ry. 

Cance llations of th e Third R eich 1933- 1945 
by J ames N. Holt. Pub lished by a uthor, 
Rockville, Maryland. 

L ettla11rl-St e111 pel by Dr. Victor Meyer-
Brehm. Publi shed by author, Berlin , 
Germany. (Ge rm an ) 

f llu strierter Ganzsachen Katalog-D eutsche 
Post Karl en, edited and published by 
Juliu s Muller, Berl in-Sp and au. (Ge r­
man ) 

Braunscltweig. I H eft der R eihe Klass ische 
Sammelgebiete by P au l K alotay. (Ge r­
man ) 

Die Marken des L andes Tlturingen by v. 
H eintze . Published by author, Eisenach, 
Ge rmany. ( German ) 

Spremberg N / L die Postgebultren-M ark en, 
compil ed and pu bli shed by Dedo Burhop: 
Stollhamm. ( G erm an ) 

Briefmm·k en Spezial-Prospekt des A bstim­
mungsgebietes Sch leswig by H ans A nder­
sen. Published by H ans Fruh au f, 
F lensburg, Germany. (Ge rm an ) 

D ie False /tu n.gen rln Aufrlruckausgaben P ol­
en.s by Herman Stallberg. Published by 
author, W e rm e l s kir c h e n , Germany. 
( G erm an) 

M enge-Spezial-K atalog rlfr Briefmarken von 
M ecklenburg-V orpommern, ed ited and 
publi shed by W ern e r Menge, Schwe rin , 
Germany. (Ge rm an ) 

Catalogue des Timbr es Com m emora tifs by 
Mm. Cazin & Rochas. Published by La 
Rev ue Franca ise de Coll ectionneurs, 
P a ri s. 1914 (French ) 

Inflati on H andbu ch der D eutschen P os twert­
zeic lt en 19 19- 1923, edited and publi shed 
by Otto Grossjohann , D ahl erbruck, Ger­
many. (Ge rm an ) 

Sander K atalog: Ukraine 1918- 1920, com­
piled by Dr. Seichter and W. Teuber. 
Publisher, Richard Werner, Bremer­
haven, Ge rm any. (Ge rm an ) 

Catalogus Post zegels der R epubliek Indo­
nesia 1946-1948. Amste rd am, H oll and . 
(Dutch) 
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La Posta de Ayer y de Ho y en el Marruecos 
Espanol by Juan Manche no Jimenez. 
Published by lnstituto General Franco, 
Tetu an, Spanish Morocco. (Spanish) 

Historia del Correo en America by Cayetano 
Alcazar. Publications of La Sociedad 
de Historia Hispano-Americana, Madrid. 
(Spanish) 

First Post Offices Within the Boundaries of 
Oklahoma by George H. Shirk. Reprint 
from The C hronicles of Oklahoma. Gift 
of the au th or. 

Indian T erritory, Oklahoma and th e Neutral 
Strip by George H. Shirk. Reprint from 
20th Ame rican Philatelic Congress Book. 
G ift of the author. 

Isra el's I nterim Provisional Stamps by Pier­
so n Ostrow, Burlington, Vt. Gift of 
author. 

Ma nu al of Excellent Managem ent, 1955 Edi­
tion . American Institute of Manage­
ment, N. Y. 

Postage Stamps, Stationery and Po stmarks 
of Siam , 1939-1948, compiled and ed ited 
by The Siam Philatelic Society, Bangkok. 
Gift of Mr. Juli an F. Gros. 

Th e New fl// orld-Wide Postage Stamp Cata­
log, 1956 Edition . Minkus Publications, 
Inc., New York. 

Radio Philatelia by H erbert Rosen. Pub­
li sher, Audio Master Corp., New York. 
Gift of Aero Phil a telists. 

National G eographic Magazin e, J an. 1926, 
Aug. 1927, Mar. 1930, June 1930. Gifts 
of Mr. William Knemeyer and Mr. 
H arry Holman. 

19s6 Philat elic Informant , compiled by Mrs. 
Alma McLing. Van Dahl Publications, 
A lbany, Ore. 

Bolaffi Catalogo dei Francobolli ltaliani 1956, 
First Edi tion. Published by Societa Cu l­
turale Opere Tipografiche, Turin, Italy. 
(I tali an ) 

Swaziland and N ew R epu blic, Th eir Stamps 
and Postal Histories, by Dr. J. H. Har­
vey Pirie, F . R. P. S. L. Publication of 
Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa, 
Johannesburg. Gift of the author. 

C hina Philat elic Magazin e, I ssues I and 2. 
China Philatelic Society, Taiwan, Chi na. 
Gift of Mr. Woo Lo-Yuan. (Chinese) 

L es A nciens Timbres Frnncais et Leurs Ob­
lit era tions by Emmanuel Blanc. Payot, 
P aris. Gift of Mr. S. G. Rich. (French) 

Schwarzes Segelschiff au/ rotem Grund 

Kriminalroman by Edmund Finke. K a rl 
H. Bischoff Ve rl ag, Berlin , Germany. 
Gif t of Mr. Clifford W. Shafer. (Ger­
man) 

Th e Bureau Specialist, Volume 26, 1955· 
Bound Volume. Gift of Mr. George 
R. M. Ewing. 

B eginn ers' Dictionary of C hinese-] apanese 
Characters, compiled by Arthur Rose­
lnnes. H a rvard U niversity Press, Cam­
bridge, Mass. Gift of Mr. W. S. Boggs. 

Scotts' Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 
Volum e I , 1956. Scott Publications, 
Inc., New York. 

Le 25c. C eres de 187 T au type I by Pierre 
Germain. Les Editions E. H . de Beau­
fond , Paris. 1952. (French) 

Th e Statesman's Y ear-Book £927, edited by 
M. Epstein, M. A., Ph.D. Macmillan 
& Co. , London. Gift of Mr. S. G. Rich. 

Sanders' Philatelic ] ournal, Volume I , edited 
by Ken neth W. Anthony. J. Sanders, 
Southampton, England. Bound volume. 

Origenes de las Dos Primeras Emision es de 
las Estampillas d e Correo de f/ enezu ela, 
by Dr. Santiago Hernand ez Ron. Pub­
] ished by the a uthor, Caracas, Venezuela. 
(Spanish) 

Vatican City by Pierson Ost row, Burlington, 
Vt. Gift of the author. 

Album of Unit ed States Postmarks 1886-87. 
Gift of Mr. Walter Feeney. 

Th e Not ebook of an Amateur Collector of 
Early So uvenirs of th e Air Post: Italy. 
Anonymous. Gift of Miss Mary S. Van 
Winkle. 

Th e United States Five C ent Stamps of £856-
1861, compi led and published by Henry 
W. Hill , Wayzata, Minnesota. Gift of 
th e author. 

Postage Stamps. A Selective Ch eck List of 
Books on Philately in the Library of 
Congress. U. S. Government Printing 
Office, W ashington, D. C. Gift of Mr. 
Louis K. Robbins. 

Chann el 1 slands-France Mail S erv ices 1683-
1939 by Willi am Newport. Publication 
of Channel Islands Specialists Society, 
London. 

Currencies and Their E!f ect 011 Early Stamp 
Values by C harles J ewe!!. Repr int from 
The Philatelist & Postal Histori an. Gift 
of the author. 

British Colonial Stamps in Current Use, 1955 
Edition. The Crown Agents for Over-
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sea Gove rnments & Administrations. Gift 
of Mr. H enry Kr aemer . 

British Colo nial Stamps in Cu rrent Use, r949 
Edition. The Crown Agents for Over­
sea Govern ments & Administrations. 
Gift of Mr. S. G. R ich. 

M uller Briefmarken Katalog: D eutsch land, 
Spezial-Katalog. 5 Auflage. Linde-
mann-Ludecke, Berlin-West, Germany. 

Th e Stanley Gibbons Centenary r856-r956. 
Stanley G ibbons, Ltd ., London, England . 

Confederate States of America Album, com­
pi led by H. A. Tuthill. Published by 
Academy Stamps, Inc., Miami, F lorida. 
Gift of th e au thor. 

National Currency Stamps of China by Wil­
li am E . Jones. Publisher, Wayle Co., 
H ongkong. 

Th e Trident Issu es of the Ukrain e, Part I//, 
Podolia & Postal Stationery by C. W. 
Roberts. Published by the au th or, Som­
erset , England . 

A History of th e Ship L etters of th e British 
Isles, P ar t I , by Alan W. Robertson. 
Publi shed by the author, Pinner, Middle­
sex, England. 

Th e PAID Markings on th e Jc U.S . Stamp 
of r86 r by George W. Linn. Publisher, 
George W. Linn Co., Sidney, Ohio. 

Common S ense Philat ely by Barbara R. 
Mueller. Publi shed by Van Nos t rand 
Co., Inc., Princeton , N. ]. 

Confederate States of America Map. Pub­
li shed by Academy Stamps, [nc., Miami, 
Florida. Gift of Mr. H. A. Tuthill. 

Catalog ue de Timbr es-Post Yv ert & T ellier 
r956, Tomes I, ![ and TTL Pub li sher, 
Yvert et Cie. , Amiens. (French) 

Austria Philatelic Society of N l'W York 
Bulletin s r947- r95 1. Bound Volume. 
G ift of Mr. Joseph F. Bu h. 

Th i' African Hand book and Trav ellers' 
Guide, ed ited by O tto Martens and Dr. 
0. Karsted t. Publi she r, The Macmillan 
Co., New York. Gift of the Esta te of 
Mrs. J ohann a E. Rich . 

Mr. G. P. R aymond presented the follow­
ing books to be shared by The Collectors 
C lub, The Philatelic Founda tion and the 
Community Service Commit tee: 

H awaii, It s Stamps and Postal History by 
H enry A. Meyer, Rea r Adm. Frede ric R. 
H a rris and others. Publication of The 
Phil ate lic Found at ion, New York. 

Distinguishing Characteristics of Classic 
Stamps, E ur ope 19th Cent ury by H er­
mann Schloss . H . L. Lindquist Publi ­
cations, New York. 

Distinguishing C haracteristics of Classic 
S tamps, O ld G erman Stat es by Hermann 
Schloss. H . L. Lindquist Publications, 
New York. 

Th e S tamp Specialist, 19 Volumes. H. L. 
Lindquist Publications, New York. 

D. Field's Priced Catal ogue of A ir Mail 
Stamps and A irp osts of th e World . Sec­
ond Edition. 1934. D. Field , London , 
E ngland . 

S iege r Zeppelinpost Katalog. Sieger-Ver-
lag, Lorch , Wurttemberg. 1950. (Ger­
man ) 

Catalogue Historiqu e et D escriptif de la 
Poste A erienne. 6th Edition. 1930. 
Th eodore Champion, P aris, France. 
(F rench) 

Catalogu e Historique et D escript if de la 
P os te A erienne. 7th Edition. J 93+· 
Theodore Champion , Paris, France. 
(F rench) 

Catalogu e Hist orique et D escriptif de la 
Poste A erienn e. 8th Edition. 1937 · 
Theodore Champion , P a ris, France. 
(French) 

(To be Co ntinu ed.) 

At th e Board of Governors mee tings held 
in Janu ary, February, March, and April, 
1956, th e fo ll owing new members were 
elected: 

+3+7 Stephen W. Rose, New York, N. Y. 
Co ll ects Switzerland. 

+3+8 Edward Snively Frey, River Edge, N. J. 
Collects 19th Century U. S. and British 
America. 

43+9 Nathan H als, Cleveland, O hio. Col­
lects France and Colonies. 

4350 C. H ache, Brussels, Belgium. Co ll ects 
Congo, Liberi a, J apan, Tibet and C lass­
ic Europe. 

4351 Gunnar H ell strom, Stockholm, Sweden. 
Co ll ects Mongolia, Ukrai ne, Caucasian 
States. 

4352 Louise M. Coh n, North Hollywood , 
Cali f. Coll ects Air Mail of th e World. 

4353 Daniel F. Li ncoln , J amestown, N. Y. 
Coll ects Lincolniana, U nited Nations, 
United States. 
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208 THE COL
VICTORIA 

(Co ntinu ed from Page 187.) 

ADDENDA 

( i) the total number issued of the 5/ ­
blue-on-yellow stamp. 

As set out on p. 222, 3,200 of this stamp. 
in all were printed. However, I have omit­
ted to chronicl e the fact-duly recorded by 
Rund el l-that 250 of these (i.e. 10 sheets) 
were d estroy ed which means th at on ly 2,950· 
(and not 3,200) were iss ued. As to whether 
Plates I or II or both were represented in 
th e stamps destroyed , it is not possible to 
say. Likewise, of a tot al of 73,975 printed 
of the "blue and reds" in the period 1868-
1880, Rundell gives a tot al of 4, 7 1 2 as de­
stroyed, leaving a total issue of 69 ,803. 

( ii) The 1877 printing. 
This was mad e upon a small stock of paper 

with a specially glazed surface. This had 
been forwarded by De La Ru e as an expe ri­
mental shipment with a view to all future 
orders being placed for the surfaced variety. 
Other experimental printings on this paper 
were made, at the same time , of the rd. and 
2d. values. The results being sa tisfactory, 
further suppl ies of the new paper were duly 
ordered, and came into use about April 1878. 
4354 Claude Cartier, New York, N. Y. Col­
lects British Colonies. 

4355 John A. Osterlund , Caracas, Venezu­
ela. Collects United States. 

4356 Martin J. Taub, New York, N. Y. Col­
lects P alestine and Israel. 

4357 Stuyvesant W ainwright, New York, 
N. Y. 

4358 W. Newton Landis, Lansdowne, Pa. 
Collects United States . 

4359 Lawrence W. Pawley, Western Springs, 
Ill. Collects Mexico, British Colonies 
and United States. 

4360 Wm. J. Pickens, Haddonfield, N. J. 
Co ll ects United States, British and 
French Colonies, Air Mail. 

4361 Dr. Ludwig L. Simon, Newark, N. J. 
Col lects Confederate and Classic Unit­
ed States. 

4362 Major General Emory S. Adams, U. S. 
Army (Retired), Monterey, Cali f. 
Coll ects Civil War Revenues. 

4363 Dr. Arnold A. Cooperman, Blanchard , 
Okla. Collects World , Rooseveltia. 

4364 Frank I. Liveright, Westwood , N. J. 
Collects France and Colonies, I srael, 
Egypt. 

4365 Francis Rh ei n, Kent, Conn. Collects 
19th Century Luxembourg. 

4366 Dr. William R einer-Deutsch, B ayside, 
N. Y. Collects Czechoslovakia, Aus­
tria, Hungary . 

. J.367 Duncan Cranford, Brooklyn, N. Y . 
Collects Hong K ong, Dutch Indi es, 
Philippines. 

4368 J olm L. Severance, Scarsdale , N. Y. 
Collects United States. 

4369 Edward W. Cragin, Waterville, Maine. 
Collects United States, Briti sh North 
America, Benelux. 

4370 James B. W aterman , Greenfield, Mass. 
Collects United States. 

+37I H. A. Tuthill, Miami, Fla. Collects 
Confederate States, Ryukyus, United 
Nations, British W est Indies. 

+372 Gustave J. J ackson, Scranton, Pa. Col­
lects Isr ael, France, Germany, Scandi­
navia, Benelux, Japan. 

4373 William B. Sabin, Jr., Troy, N. Y. 
Collects Troy, N. Y. markings. 

4374 Gordon S. Callender, Dalton, P a. Col­
lects United States. 

+375 Dr. Jerrold M. Holmes, Shaker 
Heights, Ohio. Collects British West 
Indies. 
4376 John L. Norbeck, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Collects Hawaii, Minnesota Territorial 
Covers. 

4377 Charles L. Horn , Minneapolis, Minn. 
Collects Germany, British Colonies. 

4378 Herbert Erlanger Herrman, Larch­
mont, N . Y. Collects 19th Century 
United States and Foreign. 

4379 J. B. Shatzer, Charlotte, N . C. Col­
lects United States and Confederate 
States. 

4380 Joan Barlow, New York, N. Y. Col­
lects General. 

4381 Thomas G. Klein , Elmhurst, N. Y. 
Collects United States and Central 
Europe. 

4382 Kenneth Minuse, New York, N. Y .. 
Collects Newfoundland. 

4383 Robert L. Berenson, New York, N. Y . 
Collects British Colonies. 

4384 Major Robert G. B abb, Albuquerque, 
N. M. Collects 19th Century United 
States. 
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HUGH M. CLARK FRENCH COLONIAL POSTAL STATIONERY COLLECTION 
We decided to offer this group intact, as it would be a shame to break it up. 
777 varieties , w ith all the Colonies represented , from the Formula cards 
through the envelopes , cards, wrappers , etc ., 5 pieces used , all in very fine 
condi t ion . It would be d ifficult to assemble such a collect ion today, as many 
of the items in this collection are very elusive . 80 % to 90 % complete , we 
can recommend this collection hi ghly. Cat. by Ascher, which is almost 30 
yea rs old , at well over one thousand marks. 

AN EXCELLENT INVESTMENT AT ....... .. ............... NET $300.00 

MEXICO·: we have just negotiated the purchase of the collect ion and stock 
of Albert Smith of Mexico. Combined w ith the Mitchell & Clark material , 
t h is unquestionably gives us the largest holding of pos tal stationery of thi s 
interest ing country, in exi stence . If you are inte rested in thi s group , or con ­
tem p lati ng a new f ield , let us tell you w hat is avail ab le . 

H I GGI N§ & GAGE, Incorporated 
23 No. Santa Anita , Pasadena , California 
SANABRIA 
for the air stamps 

of the world: 

*EARLY 

* R ECENT AN D 

* 'l' H OSE TO C O i'll E 

Al so 

* ~E'V I SSUES OF THE 

BRIT I S H C O i'll lU O N , VEAVl ' H 

Free bookl e t 

N I COLA§ SANABRI A CO., I NC. 
A. lU e d:"Yar, P res. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N . Y . 
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The Ro yal Philateli c Society, London 
41 Devonshire Place, London W . I , England 

List of Publications for Sale 

Addenda to th e Supplement to Lord Crawford's Catalogue (Si r E. D. B acon) 
Victoria. Th e Butterfiy Postmarks (J. R. W. Purves) 
Victoria. Th e second type of oblit eration th e Barred Oval, 1851-56 (J. R. W. 

Purves) 
Th e Stamps of Turk ey (A. Passe r) 
Nesbitt Stamped Envelopes of th e U.S. A . 
An Index to th e Ferrari Sales Catalogue 
Cumulative Index t o th e London Philat elist-1892-1944 (R. King-F arlow) 
Photo-Engraving and Photo-Lithogra phic Pro cesses ( Ball and Yardley) 
Th e Postage Stamps of Great Britain, 1840-1853, Part I (J. B. Seymour) 

Do. Do. De luxe Edition 

PRICE 

£ s. d. 
2 6 
7 6 

5 0 
l IO 0 

5 0 

0 

0 

5 0 
l 0 0 

2 2 0 

Th e Postage Stamps of Grea t Britain , Part Ill . Th e Emboss ed lssu fs. Th e 
Surface-Printed Issu es of Qu een Victoria and Kin g Edward V II (K. M. 
Bea umont and H. C. V. Ad ams) 0 0 

2 2 0 

12 12 o* 
• (Postage extra ) 

Do. Do. De luxe Ed ition 
Th e Half-L eng ths of Victoria (J . R . W . Purves) 

Payment may be made by Internati onal Money Order or a draft on The Westminster Ban k, 
Ltd ., l 54 Harley St. , London W . l . 

D etai ls of t he date of publication of "The Stamps of Great Britain," Part I l , 
will be publi shed in due course. 
WEEDS? 
Biggest news in ph i latelic literature is the new reprint edition of Rev. 

Earee's monumental studies of forgeries of the world , third and most com ­
plete edition. It is the finest work in English on HOW TO DETECT FORGED 
STAMPS, more than l ,300 pages . Eight secti ons , to be issued within two 

years, will enable you to buy any individual parts or the complete work at 

the low pr ice of just $2.25 postpaid per section. Part One is ready for 
immediate delivery. Order now to insure delivery from a very l imi ted edition. 

The fo ll owing SPECIAL BULLETINS are free to members on request: 

* NICARAGUA-Rare & unusual material , including proofs, essays, air mail errors. 
* GUATEMALA-Scarce pieces, covers, errors for the specia list. 
* CENTRAL AMERICA-Complete se ts of the five Republics . 
* EL SALVADOR-Genuine material , singles and sets. 
* UNITED STATES-Minor varieties , plate flaws, 1847 - 1932. 
* UPU CONGRESS 1952-Presentation booklets, Cambodia - Vatican . 
* FOREIGN PROOFS, ESSAYS, SAMPLE STAMPS- A wide variety . 
* LITERATURE-Almost 200 items, some scarce, most one-of-a-kind . 

RICHARD N. CONE 
606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION . OHIO, U. S. A. 
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World's Largest 
Catalogue 

MINT 20th CENTURY SETS 

Lists and Prices over 16,00 0 set s fro m 1900 to date. 
This is t h e m os t r ichly illustrated and beautifully 
printed Catalogue published anywh ere. A must for 
the well informed co llector who wis hes to keep up 
with the times. 
Spec ia l sections for R otary, U . N., F. D . A. and 
U. P . U . issues, Packets, A lbums a nd Accessories. 

Sent on receipt of 50c to cover h a ndling 
a nd mailing costs. 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
W e are on e of t he world's largest supp liers of N ew 
Issues from eve ry corner of t h e globe. Our repre­
senta tives in 83 cou n tries in sure that you will re­
ceive comp lete coverage a nd prompt service. N ot 
only regu lar iss ues but Prov is ionals and the m ost 
unu sual material can be you rs at t he most attractive 
prices. 
Our N e w Issu e Information Bulletin will b e sent 
upon request. 

OUR BUYINC DEPARTMENT 
YOU CAN SELL TO US 

Any kind of unu sed or used 19th or 20th Century 
stamps of ANY COUNTRY, large collections, lots, 
and accumu lation s . W e guaran tee your satisfaction 
with our prompt and liberal offers and immediate 
payment. Send your m aterial to u s with your ask­
in g price or request our offer. Your material will 
be held in t act pendin g your accepatnce of our offer. 
W e wi ll travel to in spect large and important 
h oldings. 

GENERAL STAMP CO. 
L. T ANKEL, Prop. 

100 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 
Stamps ior Sale ~ ~ ~ 
WE CAN BE 0 1F SERVICE TO YOU 

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted u s regarding the conversion of Philatelic 
Properti es into CAS H . 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
we can offer early dates a nd attractive terms. Expert supervis ion of all material by an 
experienced Philatelic Auctioneer. Libe ral a dvances pending sale. Comprehensive insurance 
and Holmes Electric Protection safeg ua rds your property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
dis tribution is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
successfully places Collections, Stocks a nd Rarities where this m ethod is preferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING 
for the outrig ht purchase of suit a bl e m aterial regardless of amount. 

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposal 
Information Cheerfully Given 

IBWIN HEII\IAN. INC. 

Serving American Plzi/ately Since 1 926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y . 

ROOM 708 .& Te l.: J U 2-2393 

! 
·-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·• 
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You'll like 
Scott's SPECIALTY ALBTJMS 

TH IS GREAT se ries of 24 looseleaf albums and sets of pages 
provides spaces for every major-number stamp in the Scott 

Catalogue. Ideal for the collector who wants to mount a collec­
tion covering a group of favorite countries, or the whole world , in 
the finest space-printed albums made. 

For a full list of the Spe­
cialty Albums, see the ad­
vertising pages at the back 
of the Scott Catalogue. Cur­
rent Supplements may be 
purchased separately. Ask 
for a I ist of these Supple­
ments if you have Specialty 
Albums you wish to bring 
up to date. 

Order today from your dealer 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
Leading Philatelic Publishers since 186 7 

461 Eighth Ave. , New York 1, N. Y. 
!J am eager lo buy better 

grade 8tamps and Cofleclt.ons 

(or my <:J{-1" m ail 8a/es. 

JULIARD 
Narberth, Penna. 
Vlll THE COLL
FOR 

e~ 
!Ju~ 
WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. III 



Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United 

and 

F oreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. 

) 
T H E COLLECTORS CLU B PHI LATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
(2500 to 3500 Lots each ) 

and 

MAIL SALES 
( 6000 to 7000 Lots each ) 

CONDUCTED MONTHLY 

Richly Illustrated Catalogs Free. 

Publish ers of 

Mercury §tamp Journal 
edit ed by EDWI N M VELLER 

Last Issue 25c, Older Sample Copy 1 Oc. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St.) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Tel e 1>h o n es lll Urruy H ill 2 -7100 und 2-6976 
Cu bi e A dd ress: llIERCSTAlllP NE"\VY O R.K 
AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

B•·itish North 
A111eri~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Il lustrated ca talogs ava ilabl e a month before 
sale da te 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W , Toronto, Canada 
Phone Em1>ire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
ERRORS, VARIETIES 

and AIRMAILS 
• For 30 years we h ave been specializing in all 

unusu a l items ; Errors, V arieties, etc . . regardless 
as to w hether t hey are or a re n ot listed. 

N ow we h ave on ha nd a very la rge selection of 
Airmai ls, Rotary, U . P . U., U. N . , Inverted Cen ­
ters, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sh eets , De L u xe 
S h eet s, Proofs , Die Proofs, etc., etc. 
We h ave oddities and un usual item s from m any 
different countries , as: -

A lban ia , Abyss inia, Belg ium, Brazil , Cana r y 
I s la n ds, Colomb ia, Con go, Croatia, Czech oslo­
vak ia , Danz ig , Ecuador, Far East, F ran ce & 
Colonies, Greece, Georgia, H onduras, I cela nd, 
Ifn i. I ran . Ita ly & Colonies , L a t via, Liberia, 
L ithuania, Monaco , N icaragua, P araguay, 
Poland , Romania. Russ ia, Saar, Salvador, 
Scadta, Spa in & Colonies, Tan ger, T an n a Touva, 
Uruguay, V e n ezuela, etc., etc., etc. 

\Ve will g ladly m a ke up sp ecial offers or selections 
on approval. Please wr ite cou n tries, p rice ran ge 
and spec ia lties. (U sua l reference, please) 
\ Ve are a lso buyers of s imilar material. Auction 
sales are he ld regularly-over 50,000 lots were 
sold in the past 5 years. Catalogue free on 
reques t . 

• 
S. SEREBRAKIAN 

15 PARK ROW NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
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Collector's Albums 
for the philatelist ... 

The "Regent" is an a ttractive album co ntaining 

fifty superfine white card leaves, size 10~~ ins. 

b y 9% ins., which are double linen-hinged and 

printed with soft grey quadrille squares. Each 

l ea f is pro tected with a glazed transparent inter-

l ea f wh ich obviates all fr iction. The rich navy 

blue fabrikoid cover, with artisti c gold tooling 

-0 n the spine, has a pa tent binder so that the 

a lbum lea f can be inserted or removed without 

disturb ing the res t of the album, wh ich is moder· 

ately priced at $11.75. 

and postal historian 
The "Concertina" album holds 80 to 160 covers, 

jt can be used repeatedl y, is excellent fo r Society 

displays and makes a fine permanent album for 

the student. It adds greatly to the pleasure of 

the cover collector, who can accumula te his study, 

a lter the order when he wishes and thus keep 

a ny collec tion attractively arranged pending its 

permanent mounting in an orthodox album. The 

p rice is ex tremely r easo nable: one for $6.50, 

three for $16.50 and six for $32. 

Pos tage is included in the above prices. 

W rite to-day to: 

Robson Lowe, Limited 

50 PALL MALL 
LONDON, S.W.l 

Cables: "Stamps, Lon don" 

ff/hen replying to this advertisement please men­
tion that you saw it in the 

"Collector's Club Philatelist." 
THE COLL
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, MANY MORE I NTER ESTI NG 
I TEMS I N STOCK 

\ VHAT DO YOU NEED ? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassa u Street, New Yor k 3 8 , N. Y. 

ASDA-Collectors Club 
S. L. DAYER , P ro 1>. 
SPECIA LIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
oi choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST , VOL. XXXV, NO. I ll 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING MACHINES 
AND PERFORATIONS 1857-1867 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 

33 Page1 • • • • 20 lllu1trations • • • • Price $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 
By Charles Neidorf 

56 Pain • • •• 62 Illustrations • • •• Price $1.50 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

61 Pa1e1 • • • • 141 Illustrations •••• Price $2.00 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pa1es • • . • 60 Illustrations • • • • Price $1.50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Cumulative Index (1922-1951) .•.. .. . .• . .. Price $1.0o 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

The Two Cent Green Stamp 
By Howard Lehman 

23 P11as • • • • 41 Illustrations • • • • Price $1.00 

e BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 . . . . . . . Price $2.oo 

GREECE 
(Translation from Kohl's Handbook) 

Parts I, II and IV Only . . . . . . . . . . . . Price $2.00 Each 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 



"CASPARY" TOTAL FDR 
FIRST FOUR AUCTIONS: 

$954,351.00 
( 12 auct ions sti 11 to be held) 

H. R. HARMER, INC. SEASON'S TOTAL TO APRIL 25: 

$1,518,697. 75 
By simple subtraction the reader will appreciate that the total 
for the first seven months of the 1955-56 Season of H. R. 
Harmer, Inc. is by no means exclusively the result of four 
outstanding Caspary auctions. 

Much effort has been put to see that thP.se fabulous auctions 
were the success thev were. Equ~I pffort has been made 
however on behalf of sPveral hundred vendors. whose col­
lections. from very humble to very important, have been sold 
during the same period. 

The potential vendor will do well to communicate with H. R. 
Harmer, Inc. His collP.ction will receive the same careful, 
exoert attention as in the oast, with the added advanta~e 
th;:it it will be offered to a cliPntele widened in scope by the 
addition of many important Caspary buyers. 

An informative booklet. " Modern Methods of Philatelic 
Auctioneering", is available gratis. 

D. R. HARMER~ IN~. 

NEW YORK 

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 
6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

LONDON SYDNEY 




