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BOLIVIA
The First Air Mail Issue In 1925

By LUDWIG HORN FLACH

(Editor's Note: Mr. Flach has resided in Bolivia sinee 1924 and has been active-
ly engaged in philately sinee then. IHe began colleeting stamps in 1909, when
o young boy in Wiesbaden, Germany where he was born.

Only a few catalogues list this first air mail issue of Bolivia. Mr. Flach has
deeided to tell the story of this issue in stamp periodicals all over the world
in the hope of having all eatalogues list this first Bolivia air mail issue.

The following article in this magazine, however, goes into far more detail
and has many more illustrations than in the other articles that have appeared
and will appear).

“Sanabria” Lists Them

From its first edition in 1936 through the one dated 1955, the **Sanabria
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COCHARAMBA  (BOLIVIA)

Fig. I. The first air mail stamp of Bolivia [San. #1] issued on August 5, 1925 shown on the upper
portion of a cover flown from Cochabamba to Sucre. The stamp is cancelled with a special rect-
angular marking.

Air Post Catalogue™ listed the first air mail stamps of Bolivia, issned and used
in 1925, as Semi-officials under the numbers 501 to 503,

Then. in its 1959-60 edition, this old listing was changed.  Bolivia Sanabria
Nos. 1 to 3 now are the former Nos. 501 to 503, In other words, the Sanabria
Catalogue finally recognized these stamps as the first official air mails of Bolivia
and no longer as Semi-officinls.  This is eorreet, as shall be shown.

But there is still a further revision to be made.  The former Nos. 1 1o 12
beeame in the 1959-60 edition Nos. 4 to 16, But this is wrong, beeause the
Sanabria Catalogne lists all issues in chronologieal order.

The present numbers 4 to 16 ave the 1924 postage stamp commemoratives
for the Establishment of the National Aviation School.  Although these are not
air post stamps, but commemorative postage stamps (See Aero Philatelist's
News Vol. IT1, No. 7, article by vour editor, Mr. . M. Goodkind), they have
been listed in this eatalogue because of their aviation design and subject.

Sinee the 1924 commemoratives preceeded the first air mail issue of 1925,
the Sanabria Catalogue again is urged to ehange its Bolivia listing as follows :

Nos. 1 to 12— 1924 National Aviation Sechool Issue
Nos. 13 to 15 — 1925 First Air Mail Issue

But in other eatalogues, even those on specialized air post, this 1925 air mail
issue is not listed,  As for the general eatalognes, such as Secott, Gibbons and
Yvert & Tellier, the issue is not even mentioned with a footnote; only the Ger-
man eatalogues list it,

It is the purpose of this artiele to show — 1) that these 1925 stamps were
official, so ordered by deervee and that 2) the stamps were on sale at the post
offices and properly used on mail.

Consequently, every eatalogue, general or air post speeialized, should list
the 1925 aiv mail issue of Bolivia, presently Sanabria Nos. 1-3.

A Gift Of An Airplane

Bolivia eelebrated the centenary of her national independenee in the month
of August 1925, It was a very important occasion and many festivities were
held for this important 100-yenr celebration of Bolivia's Independence.

A group of German-born Bolivians, with a very solemn and religions core-
mony, presented a Junkers monoplane to the Bolivian government.  The event
was witnessed by the President of Bolivia, Dr. Bautista Saavedra, and the plane
waus chiristened with the name * El Oviente™ and blessed by high Chureh digni-
taries.

In conneetion with these eelebrations, some special tlights were made by the
airplane, **El Oriente,”” The first flight was made from Cochabamba to Suere,
the eapital (Fig. 1) and then a return flight (Fig. 2) two days later.

A seeond flight was made a short time after the first one, from Cochabamba

80 April, 1965



Fig. 2. Cover flown on the return flight of August 7, 1925 from Sucre to Cochabamba. The stamps
bear a special handstamped marking in violet ink in three lines, reading "Correo Aereo/ A Cocha-
bamba/ 7-V111-1925." The Sucre cancellations are in blue ink

to Oruro (Fig. 3) with a return fhight the same day (Fig. 4).  Finally, a few
days later, a thivd flight took place from Coelinbamba to La Paz, the actual seat
of the Government (see Figs, 6 10 9).

A small amount of mail was carried on these three flights in August 1925
a8 follows:— 39 picees to Suere, 65 to Oruro and 134 to La Paz.

Air Mail Stamps Ordered

FFor these eelebrations and flights, special air mail stamps were ordered by
the Government. By the authorization of the Prefeet of Cochabamba, Colonel

Fig. 3. The second air mail stamp issued on August 11, 1925 for the Cochabamba-Orurc flight
[San. #2). The rectangular cancellation is the same as used on the Fig. | flight to Sucre.
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Reque Terdn, the then enrvent 50 centavos postage stamp (Seoft 125) was or-
dered to be overprinted.
The surcharging was done in Cochabamba by the firm of Severo Cuena.

. E

Fig. 4. Anocther cover flown on August |1, 1925 with the San. 2 stamp, This has an oval can-
cellation and a special three-line postmark to the left of the stamp.

GUSTo. HINKE & Co.
ORURO

CORREQ AFIEO

-

vial- "AVIOK DPUSTAYL JUNKCERSY

SENORES

COCHABAMBA.

CASILLA N° 79.

Fig. 5. The return flight cover from Oruro to Cochabamba on August 11, 1928, The stamps are
cancelled with the same straight-line marking that appears on the Fig. 4 cover. The markings are
in black ink.
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Fig. 6. The third air mail stamp issued for the Cochabamba-La Pax flight of August 14, 1925.
This is a pair with the overprint tete-beche, a very scarce error [San. =1b].

The overprint was produesd by typography. The sheets of the basie 50 eentavos
postage stamps were divided into horizontal strips of ten and then overprinted
one strip at o time.  This means that no multiple pieees ean exist in bloeks, only
horizontal pairs and strips of the stamps can be found. The largest multiple
reported is a strip of four.

Due to inexperience with stamp work and also a lack of skilled eraftsmen
in the printing shop, the workmanship was not good. The overprints are far
from uniform with many broken letters and numerals.

We are philatelic auctioneers
and specialize

in providing

a competitive market

for stamp collections

and other philatelic properties

Over 30 years experience
assures the maximum
in results

i
S

Your inquiry is welcome

IRWIN HEIMAN
INC.

Serving American Philately Since 1928
2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 35, N.Y.

ROOM 708 A Telt JU 2.2308
H
s LTI AT & (TR TN o (T TR S T LT S T S ST TS T € LTS ST S T
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BT e T R TRTTIE S T
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Fig. 7. San. 3 on a cover flown August 14, 1925 from Cochabamba to La Paz. The stamp has
the oval cancellation of Cochabamba and at the bottom is the circular La Paz receiving mark,
which was also applied to the back of this cover.

Later on, some errvors with the overprints were found. These were not
made deliberately for philatelie sale, but were diseovered after the stamps had
been sold at the post office.  Some were found with inverted overprints (Fig. 10).
This is understandable, sinee besides the aforementioned conditions in the print-
ing shop, the stamps were needed in o hurey. Being a rush job, some copies
have the overprint reading down instead of up. The latter seem to be the
searcest variety (see Fig. 6).

Furthermore, there was no caveful inspeetion of the surcharged stamps he-
fore their publie sale.  The deeree authorized a set quantity of air mail stamps
to he overprinted ; the printer filled the ovder and delivered the stamps to the
Government Post Office,

On Sale At The Post Office

For the first flight to Suere that took place on August 5. 1925, 400 stamps

were ordered overprinted with green ink having the words in three lines —

Fig. 8. The Cochabamba-La Par stamp
(San. #3) with the oval cancellation
one day early — August 13, 1925,
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Fig. 9. The Cochabamba-La Paz stamp [San. #3)
with an August 14, 1925 cancellation, the same type
used on the Fig. | and 3 covers.

“Correo Aereo/ A Sunere/ 5-8-1925"" (Fig. 1). These first stamps (Sanabria
No. 1) were put on sale at the Cochabamba post office and sold to the publie.
As mentioned before, 39 were used on the flight to Suerve.

The second flight to Oruro was made six days later and 600 stamps were
ordered overprinted with green ink in the same style for this trip (Sanabria No.
2). This overprint reads — *Correo Aereo/ A Oruro/ 11-8-1925"" (Fig. 3).

For the third and final flight to La Paz, the similar overprint was applied
with red ink to 1,000 of the 50 eentavos postage stamps (Sanabria No. 3) as
follows — ** Correo Aereo/ A La Paz/ 14-8-1925"" (Fig. 7). The most mail went
on the La Paz flight — 134 picees.

Fig. 10. The three 1925 air mail stamps each with
the overprint inverted [San. Fla-lb-lc). These
were in the famous "Bute" Collection sold at
auction by Robsen Lowe, Lid., London, England.

As mentioned before, the aivplane made some return flights, but the speeial
stamps do not seem to have been used on the return flights,  Instead a speeial
handstamped obliterator was used as the illustrations Figs. 2 and 5 show.

It has been reported that a flight took place between Santa Cruz and Oruro,
but this is not true. These 1925 flights were made only between the eities of
Cochabamba, Suere, Oruro and La Paz.

Officially Issued And Sold

In attempting to learn why these Bolivian air mail stamps were not listed
by leading eatalogues sueh as Seott and Gibbons, it was found that the usual new
isstie information, when these 1925 air mail stamps were made, was not sent out,
Only reports of them were sent to Germany and, of course, this accounts for
their listing in the German catalogues,

They were omitted from most eatalogues beeause of an oversight ; not because
anyvone ohjected to some irvegularity with their issuanee and sale.  The first air
mail stamps of Bolivia were properly authorized by the Deeree of the Prefect of
Cochabamba and sold at the post office there.
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4th R. S. Bohn Memorial Award
Philip Silver 1965 Recipient

After reeeiving several nom-
inations for the 1965 Richard S.
Bohn Memorial Adward for dis-
tingwished service to aerophila-
tely from the Awards Commit-
tee, AERO PHILATELISTS' Board
of Dirvectors by unanimous vote
selected Philip Silver.

Mr. Silver was born in Brook-
lyn, N. Y. on July 18, 1910. Ile
was edueated in Brooklyn's pub-
lic schools, receiving his diplo-
ma  with the first graduating
class of the Thomas Jefferson
ITigh School.

His Higher Education
And Profession

He attended the City College
of New York, receiving his
Bachelor of Science degree as a
major in Spanish. Continuing
his studies of Spanish, he at-
tended the Graduate School of Columbia University, New York and then, the
National University of Mexico. Although he was there when the famous and val-
uable air mail stamps (Seott C54-61, Sanabria z102-109) were issued in 1934,
unfortunately he does not own them.

Besides Spanish, he studied at the School of Engineering at C. C. N.'Y and
qualified upon examination as a Junior Assistant Civil Engineer. 1In 1937, after
his marriage, he entered the Baruch School Of Business and Publie Adminis-
tration at the City College of New York and completed all requirements for a
Master’s Degree in Business Administration.  During his graduate sehool work,
Mr. Silver was cleeted to two honorary scholastic societies — Sigma Delta Pi
(Spanish) and Beta Alpha Psi (the National Honorarvy and Professional Ae-
counting Fraternity ).

His edueation completed, Mro Silver enterved the employ of the Uity of New
York in the Comptroller’s Office and presently holds the position of Chief of the
Division ol Aecounting and Statisties.  In addition, he practices aceounting and
tax work. He is a member of the Aceonnting Association.

The Silvers have one son, now in the advertising business in New York,
after graduating from De Panw University, Indiana a few vears ago.  They still
reside in Brooklvn and fake an interest in many of New York's eultural and
philanthropie activities, and arve ardent theater-goers.

Starting To Collect Stamps

One day when his son was still a young boy, Philip Silver was speaking with
a judge in New York's Civil Court and the judge mentioned stamp colleeting,
advising Mr. Silver to look into it. With this sound legal adviee, a stamp eollee-
tion was started for the son. But as happens so often, within time. the son lost
interest and the father continued.
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About 25 years ago, two speeialized colleetions were begun and both were
topieal stamp colleetions — Sports and President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  With
an inereasing interest in stamps, Philip Silver began meeting in the shops and
offices of Nassau Street stamp dealers, others interested in topieals. Conse-
quently, he was one of the organizers of the first topical stamp society in Amer-
ica; Topical Philatelists, as they named it.

A Budding Philatelist

Topical Philatelists was the start of Philip Silver’s long and distinguished
carecr in philately. He helped organize, promote and stage the first Topical
Stamp Exhibition in the United States. This was held in the now defunet
Philatelic Musewm in Philadelphia, Pa.  Also, Topical Philatelists chose him to
serve as their first Seeretary and Treasurver, as well as the Business and Adver-
tising Manager of the fivst exclusive topical stamp publication, **The Topicalist.™
He still retains his intevest in this field and is co-anthor with Jan Bart of the
American Topical Association’s new book on ** Rooseveltiana.™

Attracted To Air Mails

Sinee Roosevelt Memorial Issues ceased being issued a few years after the
President's death, new philatelie interests were sought.  Mr. Silver began to be-
come fascinated by the air mail stamps and covers of the United States and
Uruguay.  Consequently, he began meeting some New York aerophilatelists and
in time he joined Apro priaTELISTS.  Being a very intense stamp colleetor, he
came to every one of our meetings and began exhibiting at our Chapter Shows
at 22 Bast 35 Street.

In 1956, he was elected to agro priraTELISTS Board of Direetors and has
continued serviee on this board to the present day. Also, in 1956, he was elected
Seeretary of AERO PHILATELISTS and functioned in this office until 1959, when
he was elevated to the Presidencey of AERO PHILATELISTS.

In addition to all these organizational duties, Mr. Silver began writing
articles on air mail stamps, most of them being published in this magazine. His
contributions on the early air mail issues of United States and Urngnay were of
a very high standard.  Thus, he began receiving letters from all over the world ;
this enconraged him to write more. e has often said that of all philatelic
work, his preference, by far, is for philatelie writing.  As a vesalt, in 1959, he
was appointed the Assistant Editor of the AEro pHILATELST ANNALS and in this
capaeity he eontinues to vender very fine service.

As his interest in the fivst United States aiv mail stamps grew, Philip Silver
noticed that the frequent ehanges in rates had been largely negleeted by other
students.  Thus, he paid more and more attention to air mail rates and by now,
e has developed into what many consider the leading acro-philatelie student in
this field.

Next, The Collectors Club

Sinee the New York Chapter of AERO PHILATELISTS mieets as one of the Study
Groups at the world-famons Colleetors (lub, 22 East 35 Street, New York City,
Mr. Silver visited here more frequently.  He aceepted an invitation to join and
qualified for membership in the Collectors Club in 1951,

Just as with his interest and serviees to Topical Philatelists and agro pina-
TrLIsTS, Mr. Silver volunteered for committee work for the Colleetors Clab a
vear after his membership began. Each year he volunteered more serviee.
Consequently, in 1961, he was honored by eleetion to the Board of Governors of
Ameriea’s leading stamp elub and the following year he was to be the Seeretary
of the Colleetors Club.  He served in this eapacity for three years, and this year
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he was honored by being eleeted the Viee President of this well-known New York
philatelic organization.

In addition, in 1962, beeause of his great interest in philatelie writing, Mr.
Silver was appointed a member of the editorial board of the “‘Collectors Club
Philatelist,”” and some of the finest reports on this Club’s meetings were written
by Philip Silver. Also, he was appointed to the Awards Committee and in 1962
beeame the Chairman of this committee that annually seleets the best article
published in the **Colleetors Club Philatelist’® for an award highly respeeted in
the philatelic world. Furthermore, following the sudden death after a heart
attack, of the Chairman of the House Committee, Mr. Silver stepped in to take
eare of and give his attention to the maintenance of the famous elubhouse in
New York City,

A Philatelic Expert

As his knowledge grew and as his philatelic writings gained stature, it be-
came obvious that his philatelie knowledge also broadened. Therefore, three
vears ago, Mr. Silver was invited by Mrs. Louise Boyd Dale, Chairman of the
. Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation, New York, N. Y., to serve on
this important philatelie body as an Apprentice Member.  After one year, Philip
Silver was made a member of the Philatelic Foundation's Expert Committee and
he vontinues this very important and voluntary work.

Besides Philip Silver's topical and air mail stamp colleetions that had been
previously mentioned, over the years he has proved to be a very keen stamp lover
with interests in many fields. He has formed both a 19th and 20th Century
United States stamp eollection, and also one of the Confederate States of Amer-
iea and Israel.

The Exhibitor

It was only a question of time before Mr. Silver would start showing the
colleetions he had formed, At first, he exhibited in the smaller loeal shows,
then in the larger regional ones. He graduated to the national philatelie exhi-
bitions, and about five years ago entered into the top field, international stamp
shows,

Almost from his first entry into eompetition, the Silver exhibits have done
very well.  Iis leading national prizes were the Grand Award at the 1962
SEPAD and the 1963 SOJEX. Internationally, his colleetion of Urnguay
gained a silver-gilt at the 1960 London, England Stamp Show. This was fol-
lowed by three Gold Medals for his early United States air mails at The Hague,
Holland (1961, West Berlin (1962) and Brussels, Belgium (1963). At Sieilia
(1959), Bareelona (1960) and Istanbul (1963) the eollections were awarded
Silver Medals. At an international stamp show held in Monteray, Mexico in
1962, the Grand Award went to the Philip Silver exhibit.

This experience with exhibiting and the awards gained led to invitations to
Philip Silver to serve as a judge at national and regional stamp shows, sueh
as Topex, Sojex, Naspex and Bepex.  In 1956, he was appointed one of the
Juidges of the Junior Division of FIPEX. In 1963, he was elected to the Board
of Dirveetors of the Association for Stamp Exhibitions.

Distinguished Service To Aerophilately

Certainly, the placing of Philip Silver’'s eareer in philately on record shows
that he is well gqualified to earn the Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award for dis-
tinguished service to aerophilately. As a matter of record, this serviee goes
hevond the speeialty of air mails and ineludes the entire field of philately.

At this time, final arvangements have not been made for the presentation
ceremonies.  These will probably take place next Fall. As soon as plans are
definite, an advanee announeement will be made. (H. M. G.)
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UNITED STATES
Counterfeit May 15, 1918 FIRST TRIP Cancellation

By PHILIP SILVER

From time to time, in these columns, the writer has diseussed United States
air mail covers and stamps with counterfeit caneellations in an attempt to edu-
cate collectors by pointing up the differences between the genuine and the fraud-
ulent. (See AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS April, 1961, Vol. VIII, No. 4, and
October, 1961, Vol. IX, No. 2 for articles and eounterfeit eaneellations on United
States air mail stamps with Seott (3 and C2, respeetively).

Shown in Fig. 1 is a C3 cover with counterfeit May 15, 1918 FIRST TRIP
cancellation. This is not a recently ‘‘manufactured’” item. A peneilled manu-
seript notation on the baek of the cover, obviously placed there by the vietimized
. purchaser, indicates he paid $25.00 for it on November 16, 1947. Seventeen
vears ago, that was a pretty high priee to pay even for a genuine May 15, 1918
FIRST TRIP cover. Today, of eourse, this would represent a very modest cost
il indesd the cover were gennine,

No 3-Bar Cancellations Used

There are several obvious and some not quite so obvious characteristies abont
the eaneellation which should be mentioned. First, there are three bars at the
right which obliterate the stamp. ~ Never in the entive history of the use of air
mail handstamps for eancelling stamps was a canceller made with three bars.
All sueh genuine air mail handstamps were always made with four bars at the
right.  So, this is a fatal defeet in the eover illustrated.

Second, examination indieates a comma following the word “SERVICE™
in the upper part of the eirele.  Based upon examination of hundreds of covers
with this type of air mail handstamp, the writer can definitely state that the
Post Office Department never used a comma at that point or in any other place

Fig. 1. C3 cover with counterfeit May 15, 1918, FIRST TRIP cancellation from NEW YORK.
{H. M. Goodkind collaction.)
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on the handstamp. Additionally, the letters in the words “FIRST TRIP,"™
whether the handstamps originate in New York, Philadelphia or Washington,
ahways come with serifs. Examination of the cover in Fig. 1 indicates the letters
in the words “FIRST TRIP'" are in Gothie without serifs.  And, last, the letters
in the words “NEW YORK ave always made with serifs, too. The serifs are
lacking in the Gothie letters of the words ““*NEW YORK'™ on the illustrated
cover,

Another point of difference which obviously eseaped the faker is that
although the 17 of 15" is always made with serifs, this is not true of the
“1's" in ““1918.77  These latter **1°s"" never come with serifs.

Very Diiferent From The Genuine

For comparison purposes, there is shown in Iig. 2 a cover with a genuine
MAY/15/1918/FIRST TRIP/NEW YORK handstamped ecanecellation.  Addi-
tional points of difference hetween that ecover and the one shown in Fig. 1 are:

1. The letters and numbers in the genuine handstamp ave much higher
than in the counterteit.

2. The letters and numbers in the words ““FIRST TRIP™ and **NEW
YORK™ are mueh wider in the counterfeit handstamp than in the
genuine.

3. All the words in the upper perimeter of the eivele are differently posi-

Tulephaes WOHE 280)% Mevmens A K DAL
[l — . 55

HARVEY DOLIN & CO.
Postage Stamps for Collectors

31 PARK ROW
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

STATEMENT OF AMMROVAL ACCOUNT
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%r/f /40
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| T
Aty ly
o <L
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Fig. 3. Invoice found inside the cover illustrated in Fig. |. |All photos by Boutralle)
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Fig. 2. C3 cover with genuine May 15, 1918 FIRST TRIP cancellation from NEW YORK.
{Author's collection.)

tioned in the gennine handstamp than they are in the counterfeit. In
the genmine, the “A"" of ““AIR"" falls several mm. below the **A"" in
“PHILA.”

4, The 5" in **15'" is inelined to the right in the genuine handstamp;
it is upright in the counterfeit.

5. The “5 in **15" of the genuine handstamp has a long tail ending in a

round ball.  There is no tail or ball on the “*5"" in **15"" of the counter-
feit.

Genuine N, Y.~Phila. Covers Backstamped

There is another fatal defeet in the cover shown in Fig. 1. Tt is addressed
to Merion, Pennsylvania. Thus, it would have flown on the New York to Phila-
delphia leg of the air mail route between New York and Washington, Every
cover received in Philadelphia on the May 15, 1918 first trip which has eome to
the writer’s attention always had a Philadelphia reeeiving baekstamp or transit
marking on the reverse side.  Sometimes, both arve fonnd on the one ¢over. No
cover even seen lacked some kind of backstamp.

The cover shown in Fig. 1 is not backstamped which almost eertainly brands
it as a fake, if other eriteria for genuineness were lneking.  Only Washington,
DL of the three eities on this air mail route was lax in backstamping covers.
Sinee speeial delivery serviee was ineluded in the twenty-four eent air mail
stamp, backstamping was mandatory to indicate time of avrival.

The writer suspects that the bloek of four stamps with €3 illustrated on
page 89 of his April, 1961 article was cancelled with the same eounterfeit hand-
stamp that was used to eanecl the cover shown in Fig 1. Enough of the eharac-
teristies of the eounterfeit handstamp are evident to bolster this suspicion.
Certainly, the three bars at the right are practically identical. This only proves
that several such items were made at the same time; thus, more may exist as a
snare to the unwary,

Inside the Fig. 1 cover is an invoiee which is illustrated in Fig. 3.  Below
the cover deseription and the $25.00 price tag is a short note which reads:
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“Sorry for the delay Hope you like the Cover

Sinecerely
H Dolin & Co™’

Coneluding, the writer would like to append this footnote: it would have
been much better if the delay in sending the counterfeit cover, referred to in the
above note, had been even greater than it actually was. In faet, the eover should
never have been submitted, at all.  Additionally, such transactions would never
come to pass if dealers would be more diseriminating in their purchases and
try to absorhb sufficient knowledge to learn to rejeet such material when offered
to them. We do not think this request is too demanding nor unreasonable.

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES
By Henry M. Goodkind

This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers information which
few know about our first air stamp, the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918. Price
$1.00 postpaid,

Aero Philatelist, Ine. 22 EKast 35 Street New York, N. Y. 10016

'W
(

AIR MAILS

We are breaking up an almost complete AIR MAIL Collection
up to 1940 — including many Rarities — de Pinedo, R. Smith, Colom-
bia, etc. Scarce Officials of Canada, Germany, Switzerland etc. Practi-
cally all regular stamps or sets (some used or on Covers) from the
Whole World.

Please write about your particular interest or Wane List.

We are interested in buying specialized collections of AIR
MAILS, or by country etc., etc.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 10950
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(Reprinted by permission from the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, bi-monthly magazine
of the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York 10016).

URUGUAY
1925 Birds, But What Ones?

By ROBERT J. LYON

On a wintry day, August 25, 1925 (the seasons below the Equator arve the
reverse of those above it), two spmsinl flights were scheduled for an important
event in Urnguay — the commemoration of the centennial of the Florida Con-
stituent Assembly.

Two stamps were issued, one for a special flight from Montevideo to Florida
(Seott CT7) and the other for a Florida to Montevideo trip (Seott CR).

Being in the earlier days of aviation, the planned flights never were com-
pleted.  Unfortunately, one of the planes was foreed down en route and the
other could not take off.  All correspondence prepared for these special Angust
25, 1925 flights was then forwarded by surface means,

The Government of Urnguay orvdered 8,000 sets of these two stamps printed
by the National Printing Works in Montevideo. They were produeced by photo-
typography on white porous paper that was watermarked with fragments of the
words, “*Republica O. del Urnguay.'” The stamps were perforated 1214, The
sheets were of 100 subjeets (5x20).

No Mint Stamps Originally Sold

These stamps were not sold to the publie, but only were affixed to envelopes
by the post office clerks after payment. No mint copies were sold until sometime

Fig. I. A double-weight cover with 72 Centavos postage paid by a 36¢c postage stamp (Scott 275)
and the 1924 air mail set of three (Scott C4-6) flown from Florida to Montevideo. The 1925 set
(Scott C7-8) paid the Registration fees. This is a specially printed cover for the 1925 flights and
the map of Umguaé mdinﬂnq the route between Montevideo and Florida is printed in the upper

lefthand corner ollection of S. Rodvein)
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later. At the request of philatelists, these were placed on sale. The Urnguay
Post Office, however, retained 500 sets for their archives, thus leaving only a total
of 7,500 sets.

These stamps paid the registration fees only and to indicate this, the design
has the letter “*R,”" signifying *‘Registrado’ (Registered Mail). Additional
postage had to be used and this could be prepaid either with postage or air mail
stamps (see Fig. 2). The postage fees for the special flight were set at 36
centavos for a single letter, as the Fig. 2 and 3 covers show, and 72 centavos for
a double weight letter, as the Fig. 1 covers evidences,

Registration, Not Air Mail Stamps

The Scott Catalogue listing of this set has always puzzled some philatelists,
including the writer. In the late 19307, the “‘Seott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue™ revised its system of listings, introducing letters as prefixes to iden-
tify the proper elassification of various stamps. The well-known editor of Seott
Publieations, Inc., the late Hugh M. Clark, introdueed this new listing. Thus,
he ereated the capital letter “C'" for air mail, “‘CO’" for Official Air Mail
stamps, “F77 for Registration stamps, ete.  For some unexplained reason, these
two 1925 Urnguay stamps escaped their proper Seott Catalogue designation.
They are air mail registration stamps and, therefore, showld be classified as
SO and not CF amd C8,

Counterfeits

One would think that with the small guantity of these stamps available —
only 7.500 sets — the demand would exeeed the supply. But this set has had a

Fig. 2. The Montevideo to Florida flight cover with Scott C7 and four postage and two air mail
stamps to pay the 36 Centavos postage. [Collection of 5. Rodvien)

109 April, 1965



Fig. 3. 36 Centavos paid by five Nrorlnq. stamps were used on this cover for the special August
25, 1925 flight from Florida to Montevideo. stamp (Scott CB8) paid for the Registration.
(Collection of S. Rodvien)

very reasonable eatalogue price for many years. There should be a strong de-
mand, beeause the stamps are not only for acro-philatelists, but also the **bird™’
topical collector wants them in his album.

The only reason that the price of this short-supply set has remained so low,
in our opinion, is the appearance of counterfeits many years ago. These imita-
tions are still around and they must have found their way into many collections.

The eounterfeits do not seem to be too deceptive.  Compared to the originals,
they are poorly printed. The paper is unwatermarked and the perforations
gauge 1115 instead of 1214,

— —

Fig. 4. The two sketches above the 1925 stamps show
the distinctive cancellations applied to these stamps.
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Also, the distinetive eancellations used on these stamps (Fig. 4) have been
counterfeited. Often, one sees the eounterfeit stamps also with counterfeit can-
cellations.  The genuine cancels have a red ink; the frandulent markings arve a
more dull red color.

Stork. Crane. Heron 7?77

An authority on birds is needed to identify the one shown in the design of
this Urnguay 1925 air mail set. Seott identifies this Type AP3 as a stork
(family Ciconiidae). The specialized *‘Sanabria Air Post Catalogue’ titles
the bird a ecrane (family Gruiformes), while the Minkus Catalogue ecalls it a
heron (family Ardeidae). Perhaps some expert topieal eollector or a member
of the Audubon Soeiety will properly identify the bird and set the catalogues
straight.

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS
See Page 112

3 o e e oo e e e

HEADQUARTERS FOR
EARLY AERONAUTICA from 1800 & up (official Balloon ascension leaflets,

prints, letters, ete.)
1870/71 PARIS SIEGE BALLOONS
PIGEONGRAMS, PELLICULES
U.S & FOREIGN PIONEERS
PIONEER VIGNETTES, SEMI-OFFICIALS ON COVER
AIRSHIP & ZEPPELIN MAIL FROM 1900
ALL ROCKET STAMPS & COVERS
L. S. FIRST ISSUE AIRMAIL COVERS
POLAR EXPEDITIONS
SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRS
.5 SPACECRAFT RECOVERY SHIP' COVERS
NEW ISSUE SERVICE F. FOREIGN SPACE ISSUE FDC's
MANY OTHER AIRPOST COVERS

For 45 years we have been known ks the primary source to many collectors
hoth here and abroad. If you have not done business with us, it will pay you
o acquaint us of your requirements now, as we are breaking up a fabulous
collection at present.

BELHAM EXCHANGE
Box 119, Ridgewood 27, N.Y.

N R R

B e i e )

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS

See Pages 92 and 111
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FREE FRENCH AFRICA
Commercial Air Mail Covers During World War 11

By BEN HAMILTON

International air mail suffered severely from World War II. Air mail ser-
vice became sporadie, nearly non-existent, in Free French Afriea. This term
General De Gaulle's regime applied to French Equatorial Afriea and Cameroun
as o unit.

In 1937, the Chargeurs Réunis, operating mail ships from France to French
African eolonies, began to send airplanes to Afriea. The steamship eompany
formed a subsidiary aviation orgunization, ealled Compagnic Aéromaritime
(forerunner of a line called Union Aéromaritime de Transport).

Compagnie Aéromaritime, using Sikorsky seaplanes (French Equatorial
Afriea Scott Types AP1 and AP2), made stops at Dakar, Zinguinchor (Senegal),
Monrovia, Liberia; thenee Acera, Lagos, Douala, Pointe Noire and Brazzaville.
Bevond Douala and Brazzaville air mail letters continued to go inland by river
hoat and human transport.  Air mail from deep in Freneh Equatorial Afriea
reached Brazzaville after an equally tortuous course there to await the plane to
Paris, France.

The Compagnie Acéromaritime air mail serviee slashed transit time to New
York to much less than that of freight ships.

Other French Airlines In Africa

Compagnie Aéromaritime was not the only burgeoning air serviee in Africa.

— e —
—

How much would your collection

bring at auction?

YOU can have an appraisal without charge if you decide to turn
your collection over to us for sale.

Learn NOW what your stamps can be sold for at auction. You
may want to take advantage of today’s high prices.

Our unsurpassed experience in the selling of rare stamps at
auction ensures you the highest possible realization, We grant in-
terest-free advances.

We will be glad to advise you, without charge, on any aspect
of your selling problem. Call us today — 212 MU 8.5252,

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

International Awctioneers of Fine Stamps

589 Fifth Ave. (at 48th), New York, N.Y. 10017

e — —
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Tnvoyé de Ben Tamilten,
Toite Tostale 102,
Whittier, Califom

Fig. |. [Top|) The front of an air mail cover from the United States to French Equatorial Africa,
and (Bottom) the back shows that it was censored in Hong Kong. This was before the PAA
Clipper service was suspended in World War 1. [All photos by Bautrelle.)

As early as 1925, Col. Jean Dagnaux (see France Seott Type SPAP2), a French
World War 1 ace. operated his dir Afrigue line. Changed to the Compagni
Transafricaine de Vol in 1928, this company merged with others working in
1937 under the old name Air _lf:‘ia;rn | s l"ig_f, 2). This fleet and ('um;mgf“f:
Acromarttione united with Adir France in 1940,

Air France maintained flights in those Afrviean areas which remained loyal
to the Viehy regime.  Onee oceupied by Generval Charles de Gaulle, Free Freneh
Afriea necessarily depended on whatever air mail facilities wartime eirenm-
stances provided,

Following the establishment of regular transatlantie air mail serviee from
the United States (see 17, 8. Scott Type AP16) mail to the coast of French
Equatorial Africa appreciably eut the time in transit. Pan-America World
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Airways soon flew Clippers to Léopoldville, Congo. But the monstrous flying
boats were unable to pack mail for long. In 1940, annonncements began to
appear in the . 8. Postal Guide warning that mail sent via PAA Clippers to
Afriea would be at the sender’s own risk.
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Fig. 2. An air mail cover with French Equatorial Africa "“Free French” postage stamps on an old
“Air Afrique” envelope. This was the World War |l predecessor company to the current "Air
Afrique.”
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Fig. 3. The back of the Figure 2 cover showing the Egyptian censor tape and the receiving
postmarks of Egypt: Honolulu, Hawaii: San Francisco and Whittier, Calif.
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Later in the same year, the U.S. Post Office Department noted that air
mail to Africa might be direeted through Honolulu, Sydney, Australia or Auek-
land, New Zealand to Nairobi, the Kenyvan eapital. Events changed so rapidly
in Free French Afriea, special direetions on air mail letters to and from the
colony were often overlooked. Clipper serviee to Léopoldville shifted to exclu-
sive military transportation after the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. Pan-
American Clippers quit flying the Oviental ronte (see Fig. 1). Then Free
Freneh African air mail sputtered on.

Souvenirs Of Disrupted African Air Mail

Air mail from French Equatorial Afriea to the United States was rather
seanty before and during World War I1 as most of the eorrespondence eame
from Ameriean missionavies. This writer was eorvesponding with one of the
missionaries (now Mrs. Hamilton) as the Second World War eame to French
Equatorial Africa. Some of the covers from that period bear mute testimony
to the flimsy air mail facilities available.

One eover from Whittier, California February 5, 1941 arrived at Bozoum,
French Equatorial Afriea by way of Hong Kong (February 19), Cairo, Fort
Lamy (on Mareh 25) and then Bozoum (April 25).  Probably nobody will ever
know how mueh of the distance the letter went by air mail. The Fort Lamy-
Bozoum lap was not by plane — there was no airport at Bozoum !

A cover eancelled at Bozoum on September 20, 1941, postmarked via Sydney,
Australia and Aueckland, New Zealand went to Egypt. The cover went via air
mail from Hawaii to Whittier, Calif. aceording to the dated registered back-
stamps (Fig. 3) of Honolulu (November 16, 1941), San Franeiseo ( November
17) and Whittier (November 18). Postage stamps on the envelope are singles

VATICAN CITY COVERS

Bolaffi's Prices in"( )

E-41 ] Provislonal on First flt. cover L0060
47T-0d Catholle Press (120,00) 45000
hb-60 on reg. letter Arch, Cong. (66.00) 0. 00
61-67 fl. to France Interregnum (20,00) 14.00
2-Th Medallions 112.00) 10,00
122-131, E11-12 Basilicas-Exp, (270.00) P. 0. R,
132-13% Holy Year (50, 00) 50,00
140-42 — Palatine Guard (80L00) 45.00
HI-1  — Dogma of Assumption (76.00) 40,00 1
145-48  — Pope Pius X (175.00) S0,00
148-5% Calchedon (160.00) S0.00
155 — Roman States (27.00) 20,00
166A — Romnn States souvenic sheet (90.00) 60,00
166-57  Maris Gorettl (27.00) 17.50
168-68, E13-14 Popes & Basilicas - Exp. (30.00) 25.00
230-42 — Brussels Falr 125.00) 18.00
S42A — Brussels Falr souvenir sheet (20.00) 22.60
C9-15  Znd Airmall (40,04 ) 30.00
C16-17 — Tobins (100,000 P, 0. R,
C18-19 UPU . (A0, 00) 150,00 1
C20-21 registered with cachet (400,00 250,00
C22-23 — Dame | - (160.00) 80,00
C24.32 — Angels (32.00) 25.00
€C33-34 Dome Il (high values) (50.00) 35.00
C45-46 Archangel (high values) 25.00

C45.46 Archangel with designer autograph 45.00

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N.J.

8. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatellsts, Collectors Club, ASDA.
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Figs. 4 and 5. (Top) An air mail cover with the "Free French" air post stamps. Commercial
covers with these stamps are not common. (Bottom) The back of the Figure 4 cover showing it
flew via Trinidad, and Miami, Florida to California. The censor tape with the date shows that
it was censored in Trinidad on January 22, 1942,

of French Equatorial Afriea numbers Seott 114, 115, 117, 118, 120, 122 plus
124 (Fig. 2).

Another cover bearing Freneh Equatorial Afriea Secott ('1-003, C5-C8, ('10
and C12-C16 is eancelled December 22, 1941 (Fig. 4).  Mailed at Brazzaville,
the envelope arvived in Whittier on Januarvy 31, 1942, Again, the rvegistered
baekstamps testify that this envelope went part way by air mail as follows: —
Trinidad (January 26) and Miami (January 25).  Apparvently, the cover made
the trip from Miami, Florida to Whittier, California vin trains (Fig. 5).

Some folks in Cameroun thought in 1942 Pan-Ameriean Clippers still ear-
riedd mail from Lagos.  Some post offices in Cameroun ran out of postage stamps.
Postal elerks took eash, writing the amount of postage paid on the cover. On
April 8, 1942 such a eover (Fig. 6) was mailed at Ebolowa in Cameroun. The
Lagos (April 13) and Whittier (April 27) postal markings on the back suggest
incomplete air mail treatment (Fig. 7).

Heavy Hand Of Censorship

Erratie air mail schedules were only a few annoying ocenpational hazards
hindering the delivery of letters via airplanes.  Censorship often proved to he
pestiferous, too.

On Mareh 27, 1943 a missionary in Freneh Equatorial Afriea sent a letter

Aero Philatelist Annals 108



from the Bozoum post office.  There were also ineluded eorreetions to be made
on the New Testament in Karré then being readied for printing. On arriving
in the United States, a zealons censor impounded all the econtents. He eould
not read the innoeent Karré words which he thought may have suggested a
potential enemy plot.

On May 9, 1945 (immediately after V-E day) the air mail letter mailed
Mareh 27, 1943 in Afriea — more than two years before receipt — arrived in
the writer’s mail box. Stamped on the envelope were the words: **This article
has been held by the Office of Censorship.”” Such was wartime restraint on
life.  This interesting wartime cover is illustrated as Fig. 8.

The Cover’s The Thing
None of the covers deseribed above would bring any vecord high priees at

Fig. 6. A stampless air mail cover from Ebolowa, Cameroun with the manuscript notation "Taxe
Percue’ [Postage Paid), because there were no stamps available.

Fig. 7. The back of the Figure & cover shows that it was censored in Nigeria.
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Fig. 8. The front of a cover from French Equatorial Africa with two of the 1942 definitive "Free
French" air mail stamps (Scott C17-18). The other two stamps are postage values of the same
"Free French” series and the same two, 5 frs. and 10 frs, are on the back of this cover. This was
held by the U.S. Office of Censorship [(indicated by the arrow) for two years and the cover was
not delivered until after V-E Day.

auetion, The eatalogue prices listed for the stamps is not mueh. The covers
do not have the sparkling eleanliness nor the professional and philatelie touch of
the unaddressed first day cover. Yet, these African commereial covers are un-
common and quite unusual souvenirs of World War LI aerophilately.

Different, beeause the Afriean eovers came out of the land from which the
Fighting Freneh marvehed to velease Franee, as later commemorated in 1946
by the Chad-To-Rhine set from all the Freneh Colonies. They are interesting
beeanse the censorship eachets and labels plus assorted postmarks arve imprints of

World War 11 days.
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AERO PHILATELISTS NEWS

(Only 5 Copies [Unsald)

Complete 1946-1956 Vols. 1-8 (Black Book) $35

Send order and remittance to:

AERO PHILATELISTS

22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

S\.I'\.!‘\N\J\J'\-'
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S PHILATELISTS

B L et sors

AERO PHILATELISTS, Ine.

22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is
not accepted.,

NAME

ADDRESS - .
Street

; Cilt._\'l,l TowH”(.:ur"ifi“ag; A Izuone - . Sl;le” I

OCCUPATION
SPECIALIZING IN . LR A AR ;
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE .......cccocciocimmmiiininnins et rorv lthcar toryss bt o1

REFERENCES
Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.

References:
1. NAME .

ADDRESS .
ADDRESS ...
EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III—-MEMBERSHIP

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one,
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member—
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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AERO-PHILATELIC
MATERIAL
sells better through the
H. R. HARMER, Inc.
AUCTIONS.

Why not prove it?

Write for booklet,
Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling.

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

Predominant in Philately

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036




Orders now taken for the new edition
of The World Airmail Catalogue

WORLD
AIRMAIL
NEWS

A monthly publication for collec-
tors of air mail stamps. Lists new
issues at net prices. New discov-
eries and errors are reported.
Contains articles of lasting inter-

est. The authority in the field.
Il issues

$5.00 U.S. A.
$5.50 Canada
$6.00 Elsewhere

analia
521 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10017



