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Collections for Private Sale 

SICILY 

A highly speciolized collection of Bombo Heods. Mony covers. 
Color vorieties, retouches, positions, poirs, rorities ond extraordinory 
items. A lorge number have been certified by Diena ond other Italian 
experts. Catalog volue (Sassone): 9, 180,000 lire ····-------·· Price $10,000 

U. P. U. 

An aword-winning collection, attractively mounted. Notable for 
completeness ond many unusual items. Also includes silver cup won at 
TOPEX, and INTERPEX silver medal ·······--················-······ Price $1,500 

PARAGUAY 

This interesting collection of early covers includes surcharge varie­
ties, Officials, et cetera. All very clean and in outstanding condition. 

Price $1,500 

BALLONS MONTES 

A collection of 18 carefully selected items. Some "Gazette des 

Absents" and scarce flights ------·-----------·------------------····· Price $825 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
589 Fifth Ave, (at 48th St.), New York, N. Y. 10017 

International ..tuctioneera of Fint1 Stamp• 

The Collectors Club PhllateUst Is pubUshed bf-monthly (J'an., Mar., May, J'uly, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc .• 22 East 35 Street, New · York, N. Y. 10016 . .Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.60 for non­
profit institutions. Free to all members. Indlvfdual copies - $2.00 ea. 

C The Collectors Club, Inc., 1967 
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At Unreserved Public Auction The 

ARTHUR W. BINGHAM, JR. 
Collection 

Part II 
UNITED ST ATES ST AMPS & COVERS 

December 5 - 7 
Th e late. Mr. Bingham, a tru stee of th e Philatelic Founda tio n and a m em­
ber of the Collectors Club of P:cw York. assembled an o ut standing collec­
tio n o f U nit ed S tates, no t ed for it s quality a nd it s inclusion of many 
sought after rarit ies. In th e course of hi s philatelic pursuits, :\Ir. Bingham, 
a native Vermonter, assembled a n o ut s ta nding coll ec t io n of Ve rmo nt cove r s 
including th e i-are Bra ttl eboro Postmaster Provisional. This face t of hi s col­
lec tion wa s th e basis o f a definitive work o n th e postal hi story of Vermont. 
1fr. Bing ham 's discriminating ta s te is a t o nce appa rent in hi s fantastic 
showing of 19th Centu ry Class ics . The 1847 I ss ue in both sing les and mul­
tipl es on and o ff co ve r is o ut s ta ndin g. :\lany of th ese pieces a r e mo ng th e 
choices t to reach th e mark e t in a numb er o f year s. Outstanding arc th e 
Reprint s, Rei ss ues a nd Specia l Print ings, bl oc ks o f th e Banknote Issues, 
as well as bloc ks of th e Columhians thro ugh th e $1.00 a nd a compl e te 
showing o f Tran s- Mi ss iss ippi 's in bloc ks. Among th e erro rs a re th e 4c 
Columbia n error of colo r a s well as a ll three Pan A m eri ca n Invert s. 
Twentieth ce ntury iss ues in clude th e Blue Papers and probably th e fin est 
kno wn copy o f Sc. 596. A nearly compl ete collec tio n of Bureau I ss ue 
Preca nce ls is ye t another hig hlig ht of th e Sa le whi ch will co ncl ud e with 
~[r. Bingham's philatelic libra ry . 

Illustrated catalogue free upon request. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 

10 EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 
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I HARRIS I US/BNA CATALOG 

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., Catalog Dept., Boston, Mass. 02117. 1 Please RUSH me, post free, the new 1968 Edition of 
1 your 192 page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U. S. 

POSSESSIONS, UNITED NATIONS & BRITISH NORTH I 
AMERICA, including the U. S. Stamp Identifier, etc. I I 
am enclosing $1.00 . (Mass. res. add 3% Sales Tax) I 

OVER 3,400 PRICE CHANGES. 
• 192 pages. 
• Deluxe flat-back binding. 
• Heavy, washable covers . 
• High quality paper. 
• Latest up-to-the-minute revisions . 

One of the most important edi· 
tions in our many years of publishing 
this most widely used catalog - a 
" must" for every stamp collector. 

Compiled and edited by the ex· 
perts of H. E. Harris and Co., The 
World 's Largest Stamp Firm. 

Mail the handy order coupon below 
for your personal copy TODAY! 

• Popular specialties such as mint position 
blocks, plate number blocks, zip blocks, 
mint sheets, perforated coils, booklet 
panes, first day covers. 

• Complete illustrated U. S. Possessions, 
Confederate States, United Nations and 
British North America. 

I • 
I 

Big "Americana" section - postal trib­
utes to the United States, on foreign 
stamps. NAME .. .... .................................................... ..... .. ... .. ........ I 

I • Mounted collections, albums, popular 
I supplies and accessories. 

ADDRESS ........ .... ........................ ... ............................... .... I 
• U. S. Stamp Identifier - fully illustrated, 

check your own collection for valuable 
hidden stamp treasures! CITY 

STATE ZIP 

I 
I 
I 

H. E. HARRIS & co. CA~:~~.G BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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..... ,, 
· .............. ........ l .......... / , 

This is a large world - but on every continent there live many clients 
with considerable funds, who are desirous to buy rare stamps and fine 
collections ! 

The person who might be interested in your stamps and willing to pay 
a top price for them is perhaps residing in Tokyo or Montreal, Holly­
wood or Lausanne , in Sydney or Baden-Baden . 

To find thi s customer is no rea I problem for us ! 

The auction catalogues of our firm - always first-class in appearance 
and presentation of stamps offered - are forwarded to any place on 
the globe and reach the entire circle of international buyers. 

It does not matter what you may wish to sell - think it over 

and contact 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
for with us you will profit from 49 years of experience 

and a worldwide reputation. 

I 2 6 th A U C T I 0 N 

MARCH 1968 

DUSSELDORF / Germany 

Deadline for the acceptance of material: 31st December, 1967 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
. in highes t es teem all o ve r th e world 

Speersort 6 , 
HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables: EDMORO 

& co . 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
Minkus 1968 

American 

Catalog 

In this edition : 

* Over 7,500 upwa rd price changes 

* Mo re t ha n I 1,000 entries - 2,200 illustrations and en· 
largements 

* Fasc inating stories abo ut th e stamps 

* Introduction coveri ng the U.S . Postal System fro m 
C olon ial times to the present 

* Enlarged sect ion o n Luminescent Sta mps 

* Prices listed for singles, b locks, plate b locks , sheets and 
First Day C overs 

* In cludes all comme moratives, regu lars , d uck stamps, 
postal savings , revenues an d posta l statione ry 

320 pages .................... $3.00 

SPECIAL GUARANTEE - Try this ca t a log for 10 days. 

If you are not perfectly satisf ieJ, return it for full refund. 

1967 GLOBAL SUPPLEMENT 

Br ing your Supreme or Master Global A lbum 
up-to-date with the Minkus Global Supplement 
for 1967. Fu lly ill ustrated with spaces for over 
3,000 stamps. A lso fits the Comprehensive 
an d W o rld Wide A lbums (with extra bind er) . 
And it is ideal for building a complete world­
wide collection of recent issues. Previous sup· 
plements available. 384 pages, b oxed ----·- $3 .95 

Ava il a ble a t the Sta mp a nd Coin 

ATLANTA. GA.-Rich ' s 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.- Hutzler 's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF .-J . W. Robinson 
BOSTON, MASS.-J ord a n M a r sh 
BUFFALO, N. Y.- Ad a m , Meldrum & Ander-

so n Co. 
CHEVY CHASE, MD.-Woodward & Lothrop 
CHICAGO, ILL.-Marsh a ll Field & Co. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND, OHIO- The H igbee Co. 
COLUMBUS. OHIO- L a za rus 
DALLAS. TEXAS-S anger - H a rr i s 
DENVER, COLO.-May • D & F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH.-J . L. Hudson Company 
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.-Gimbels Roosevelt Fld. 
HARTFORD, CONN .-G. Fox 
HOUSTON, TEX.-Foley ' s 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.- L. S. Ayres & Co. 
LOS ANGELES , CALIF.-J . W. Robinson 
MILWAUKEE. WISC.-G imbels 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.-Dayton ' s 

MINKUS STAMP JOURNAL 
a quarterly publication 

Each brig htly illustra ted issue bring s you fas­
c inatin g arti c les , W o rld W ide New Issue 
News, and impo rtant specia l departments t o 
keep you a bre a st of the world of stamps. 
Enter your subscripti on today. $2 per year ( 4 
issues) $5 fo r three years ( 12 issues). 

$3 per year ou t side U.S. A . 

Departments of these fine stores: 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.- Maison Blanche 
NEWPORT BEACH, CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
NEW YORK. N . Y. - Gimbels 
OMAHA, NEB.-Brandeis 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL.-J. W . Robinson 
PARAMUS, N. J .-Gimbels 
PASADENA. CALIF.-J . w. Robi nson 
PH I LADELPH IA. PA .-Gimb.,ls 
PITTSBURGH. PA .-Kaufmann's 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meier & Frank 
RICHMOND, VA.- Thalh imer's 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX.-Joske's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.-May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-The Emporium 
SEATTLE, WASH .-The Bon Marche 
SHARPSTOWN, HOUSTON, TE.X.-Foley ' s 
SKOKIE, ILL-Marsha ll Field & Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-Famous Barr 
VALLEY STREAM, N. Y .-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON, D. C.-Woodward & Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N . Y.-Gimbels 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the lVIembers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
( Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
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I dispose of a considerable number of rarities 

SWITZERLAND 

and 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

which I can sell 

Since 1922, I have sold rarities of SWITZERLAND 

and LIECHTENSTEIN to Collectors 

Please let me have your want list 

Ernst Muller 
Aeschenhof 

4000 Basel 

Switzerland 

S ta mp D eal er sin ce 1922 

Member of the Collectors Club for more than 40 years! 
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Stanley Gibbons 

Auctions Ltd. 

Drury House, Russell Street, 

London, W. C. 2, England. 

December 6, 7 & 8 

The 'Lars Amundsen' 
Auction 

PO'>I i\(,t 

·~ ~~- ~ 
~ 

"'"'o. rt "rt L, 

The Lars Amundsen Collection of Classic 

British Commonwealth 

Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. have pleasure 
in offering for sale one of the finest collec­
tions of the classic stamps of the British Com­
monwealth . The Lars Amundsen collection 
needs no introduction to the connoisseur, but 
the perfection of every item is underlined by 
the estimated value of £ 175 ,000 and the fact 
that the collection was contained in only two 
a lbums. The collection is comprised of stamps 
issued before 1870, both used and unused and 
there are many blocks and multiples of extreme 
rarity. A glance through the auction catalogue 
will reveal how much of the material in this 
collection once belonged to the great collec­
tions of people such as Ferrary, Burrus, Hind 
and Charlton-Henry. The souvenir catalogue 
with colour illustrations is available at $2, 
and a bound edition, complete with realisations 
is planned. 
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This a typical photographic plate from one of our cata logues (there are nine plates, 60 pages, 
and 1500 lots in every issue) . It illustrates the type of m a te r ia l which appears in our Postal 
History Auctions. Sales are held monthly - the next t a ke pl a ce on 1st December, and 29th 
December, 1967. A specimen copy of the c a t a logue is yo u r s for the a sking , free and post free . 
(70c. by airmail to abroad). 

RIGBY POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS LTD. 

31 Richmond Hill, Bournemouth, Hants, England 

T he Largest Postal-History-Only 
,.:tuctioneers in the World 
330 



_Henry M . Goodklnd, Editor 

Editorial Committee 
Solomon Altmann 
Ezra D . Cole 
Harrison D . S. Haverbeck 
Philip Silver 

Table Of Contents 

Ed itorials ____________________ --------------- ___ _ 332 

Uncommon Use Of Common Stamps ___________ ____________________ _________ __ 334 
United States. 3-Cent 1861 Cover With "P. M." Cancel 

Nicaragua (Albert Quast and Dr. Robert Willer) ____ __________________ _ 
The "Seebeck" Issues (Part I) 

335 

The Collectors Club _____ ___ ______ ______ -------------------------- ________ --------------- 359 
1967 Officers and 1967-69 Governors & Trustees 

Denmark (Stig Andersen) ----------------------------------------- ------------------------ 360 
The First tssays With King And Mercury Head Designs 

Clubhouse -----·--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 369 
Reports Of The Meetings, New Members 

Book Reviews --------------------- ---------------------------------------- --- -- ---------------------- 3 71 

Library Acquisitions 

The Collectors 
Club 

375 

PHILATELIST 
Volume 46 Number 6 
November 1967 
331 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 46, NO. 6 
Editorials 

"Collect What You Want" 
Most stamp collectors live in the ''free world.'' Not being under a dicta­

torship, one of our freedoms is continually applied to philately. You hear it 
said and read about it all the time. It goes: "No one should tell another 
what and how to collect stamps. Everyone must coll ect what he wants.'' 

On its face, this statement is unassai lable. Th e freedom of choice in 
philately is axiomatic; let no one intcrfcl'c with it. It is, however, the wide 
acceptance of this belief that has created one of philately's problems. 

Collectors are being given too much latitude. There arc too many collecting 
stamps, who lack the most fundamental knowledge of philately. " Laissez-faire" 
is an admirable policy, except that it prevents guidance. 

One of the largest New York City stamp dealers and public auctioneers, 
told us recently that he cannot r ecall a time when he had to decline to purchase 
or offer to sell in his auction sales as many stamp collections as he is now doing. 
This dealer stressed the amount of junk with little philatelic Yaluc, peoplr in this 
country are collecting. H e sees the evidence of this all the time. 

There always were stamp collections ranging from good to bad. But thr 
number of ''bad'' stamp collections have been growing ; the percentage of good 
ones have not been. One should i·cmember that this trend has dcYclopcd during 
the time of the greatest prosperity in the hi tory of America. 'l'hc reason for 
the deterioration in the quality of stamp collect ions is because of a lack of 
philatelic knowledge. The cause lies in permitting people to collect stamps as 
they want, rather th;m tr~·in g to giYc them proper achicc and guidance. 

The dictum of ''collect what ~-ou want,'' hmrcver, hns bern canied 1 o 
extremes. Take, for example, the popular craze of collecting recent United 
States stamps in plate nurn ber blocks. "EYe1·~-body 's doin ' it." But this docs 
not make it right, because everyone is doing it under a misapprehension. 

A small percentage of mature collectors are specializing in . S. plate 
number blocks. They own comprehensive collections; they Imo\\· what they 
are doing. The masses, howc\'cr, only collect the most recent, going about it 
with no intelligent philatelic motive. They put away a plate number block of 
every U. S. stamp on sale at the post office, because they incorrectly believe thesr 
will have a great future value. 

The question arises - should the misinformed masses be allowed to collect 
what they want ~ No, it \rould be far better if they were taught that recent 
plate number blocks do not appreciate in value. 111 fact, ;it the time of liquida­
tion, a loss most likely will have to be taken. 

These "stamp savers" should be informed that by collecting U.S. plate 
number blocks, they miss out on the real pleasures derived from stamp collecting. 
Also, they should be taught that if they are seeking a future profit, the chances 
of success are much greater with a traditional stamp collection, United States 
or foreign. 

Furthermore, there is a misconception that saving and storing away i·ccei1t 
United States stamps in plate number blocks can be clone without straining the 
family budget. Th e total annual expenditure should be taken into ronsidera­
tion. Then, one will sec that a traditional stamp rollcction eould be built \r ith 
about the same amount of money. 

A few years ago ire made a good ·friend through stamp collecting. . \ 
neighbor of ours was one of the horde" saving recent U.S. plate number blocks." 
We advised him against continuing, especially since his primary moti.Yc was 
building up a fund for his son 's college education. 
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Because of our adYi ce, he turned to collecting Austria. He made this 
C'hoi ce because his parents harl hren born in Vienna. He houg-ht an album and 
:i lso for the first time, a stamp catalogue. H e has repeatedly told us that he has 
spent onl:r a lit1lc more 011 his stamps than when he bonght U.S. plate number 
hl ocks of each IH' W issnc as it was placed on sale at his local post office. 

In November, 1966, we met him ; he was overjoyed. H e had just purchased 
a 1967 catalogue and was pleasantly surprised to sec how many of his stamps 
li arl risen in catalogue Yalue. '!'his ,\·as totall~- unexpected. 

\Ve, too, were happy; a phil ;i telist had been mad e out of "a stamp saver." 
·w e could ha.Ye told him wh en '"c were getting acquainted - "collect what you 
want. " No, he needed good guidan ce. H e certainl~r ben efit ed from it. 

Furthermore, the son is now eleven ; he'll he read:· for college within about 
seven :·rars . Th ere is a good <'hanC'e that his Austr ian stamp collection will 
help pay for the son 's coll ege education. On the other hand, the father is now 
enjoying collecting stamps so much, that it would not be surprising if, when 
th e son is rendy for coll ege, the Austrian coll ection will not be sold ; another 
method of fin ancing might be sought. This wonl<l not happen with new-issue 
IT. S. plnte number blocks. 

Yes, people should be told how to collect stamps. 

Mail Auctions. Act 2 
J\ gain, it seems proper to comment critically upon the current prevailing 

prncticc of offering stamps for sale with adwrtisements, using the misnomer, 
" :'.fail Auction." Because this deception has continued sin ce the first editorial 
in our January number, a second one seems warranted. 

Previousl:r, it was pointed out that there ar c public auction sales, as those 
conducted in New York City by a licensed auctioneer. Jn contrast, there are 
Mail Sales. Th ese hm·c no control. They are run on a "caveat emptor" basis, 
1 he pri ces paid being clepen<lcnt upon the r eputation of the seller. 

Before ns are two ac1vc1tiscments in differ ent stnmp papers worded at the 
i>0gi1111ing substantial]~- as follows: 

" Mail Auction. Absoluteh· No Reserve Bids unl e:s an individual lot is 
noted l\fINIMUl\1 BID." . 

H ere's the catch . By a fast count, one sale offered a total of 702 lots, of 
11·hi ch 353 (oYer one half ) were noted " Minimum Bid. " 

This double-talk reminds ns of the old joke about th e man arrested on a 
New York City suhwa~r station pl atform for smoking a cigarette. The transit 
poli ecman pointr(l to a lar ge sign on:•1· thr smoker wading " No Smoking. " 
'rnn1 in g around to see it , th e smokrr said : " Tt does not say ' Positively ' ." 

On e must have nn ane1i011ecr en · an auetion sa lt> with those on the floor 
hi clcling. It is impossibl e to conduct ~publi c auction exclusively hy mail. This 
rni slending term should stop being used. fitamp roll eeting and dealing will be 
:1 101 hrtter withont "Mnil Anetions. , . 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
There is on hand a comprehensive stock of back numbers of this 

magazine. Not all, mostly the earlier issues, are available. Furthermore, 
the supply of others is down to five copies or less. 

If interested in back numbers of the magazine, write to - Executive 
Secretary, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 for further infor­
mation. 
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Uncommon Use 

Of Common Stamps 
·what our readers "·ish to sec is a proper ly used rover having a common stamp that 

cata logs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's va lue is many times t he stamlard catalog 
p rice for the stamp off cover, either tm u ~.ea or usecl. 

You may own such materia l. T hen it is hoped t hat you will send it to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 2~ East 35 Str e<'t, New York, N. Y. JOOHi. 

United States 

3-Cent 1861 With "P. M." Cancel 

• 

w 

&i~4~~' t:~ 
& 

• 

Photo by Boutrelle 

'l'he illustrated coyer has a YC'r.v common United States stamp (Scott No. 65 ) 
the 3-cent rose of 1861. ·w hat makes the nsC' uncommon~ The Elyria, Ohio 
ca ncellation . 

One will not find manv cancell ations from this time with " P.lVI." in it, 
showing that the letter was" mailed in the afternoon. This is what makes this 
an un common use. 
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Nicaragua 

The "Seebeck" I ssues 

By Albert Quast and Dr. Robe rt Willer 

The late Dr. Robel't Wille1· of Genern, Switzerland and I long had intended 
to establish a study group dcvotrd to disseminating knowledge on the fascinating 
philatelic history of _ icaragua. The following notes were written in the hope 
that a sufficient number of collectors could be a.rnused to share their knowledge 
with others, in order to answer some of the current]~, puzzling questions in this 
field. The writer will welcome any correspondence• concerning postage stamps, 
cancellations, postal histon' , speculation in Nicarngua 's stamps by foreigners -
anything pertaining to Nicaraguan philately. 

The Seebeck Contract 

On May 4, 1889, in Managua, Nicaragua, a contract was signed between 
the Director General of Posts nnd 'l'elegraph of Nicaragua and the Hamilton 
Bank Note Engraving & Pl'inting Co. of New York, N. Y., represented by its 
General Manager, Nichohls F . Seebeck. On June 22, 1889, the contract was 
pu bl is heel in " The Official Gazette" as follows: 

"1. Mr. Seebrck nssumcs responsibility for the Hamilton Bank Note Com­
pany to furnish the Government of Nicaragua, without any cost to the latter, 
all stamps needed for franking postal and telegraph correspondence up to a 
total of two million stamps, also postal cards, stamped envelopes, and wrappers 
\Yith imprinted postag-c, up to a total of 225,000 pieces for a period of one to 
two Years. 

; '2. The Governmrnt shall, at its discretion, change the stamps each year 
or each second year on January 1st and at the same time shall demonetize those 
of the preced ing period. The design shall be the same for all denominations of 
rach issu e; they sha 11 only differ in color. '\Vith each new issue the design 
shall be substantially different from the previous ones. 

'' 3. Simultaneously with the signing of the contract, the Government 
orders from ~'I r. Seebeck all stamps needed for the year 1890, submitting design, 
size of issur, colol', and quantity of each individual denomination. The 
Hamilton Bank Note Compan~' has to deliver the complete order not later than 
~ovember 15, 1889 to a gow•rnment representative in New York. In the future , 
the Government will, every year or every second year, order from the Hamilton 
Bank Note Company in a similar manner a new issue to be delivered not later 
than November 15 of the respective year. 

" 4. The stamps shall be steel engraved of artistic workmanship and of 
hrst quality. 

'' 5. As compensation for the free delivery of the first is ue for 1890, the 
C::overnmcnt shall surrender to the Hamilton Bank Note Company all stamps, 
covers and postal cards of the current 1882 issue and any older issues still in 
supply on December 31, 1889. In the same mamrnr the Government shall 
deliwl' to th e Hamilton Bank Note Company, each succeeding year or bi­
annually, all remaining supplies of the prrceding period that have been 
demonetized arcording to paragraph 2 of the contract, delivery to be at Managua 

*C'orresponilenre should be addressed to: Albert Quast, Brook 1, Hamburg ll, Germany. 
335 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 46, NO. 6 
in each instance not later than during February of the following year. 
· '6. The Government permits the Hamilton Bank Note Company to sell 

to stamp collectors the supplies so obta ined from the Government and authorizes 
the H ami lton Bank Note Company to reissue any denomination when the supply 
is exhausted in onlcr to be able to satisfy collectors' demand. 

" 7. The Govemment can under no condition sell current stamps at more 
than a 10% discount of face Yalue. Stamps used to frank telegrams shall be 
destroyed together \\·ith th e originals. ( Obviously, t elegram forms are m earit). 
Italics al'e ours. 

" In case th e Hamilton Bank Note Company fails to deliver on time it 
loses its right to the latest remaining supplies :md the Gowrnment has the right 
to cancel the contract. 

' '9. Should the quantities ordered b~- the Government and supplied by 
the Hamilton Bank Note Company not cover the demand, the company is 
obligated, upon r equ est by the Government, to supply up to one million addi­
t ional pieces OYcr and a hove the quantities stipulated in paragraph 1. 

"JO. '!'h is contrnct if.: foe the period of 10 ~rears." 

Condemned By Philatelists 

The contract, whose main prov1s10ns arc outlined above, was preceded a 
few weeks earlier lJ,- simil ar ones the H am ilton Bank Note Co. had made with the 
governments of S~lva<lo1· and Hondur:is. A similar contract was concluded 
with Ecuador t\rn vcars latc1-. 

Before \\Titing .. this exhaustive study, we were hesitant, if there would be 
sufficient interest, because the '' Scchccks '' have been for years spurned and 
detested by philatelists. ·w c \\·ondered if this study would arouse the interest 
of a sufficient number of serious collectors. 

To amnwi: this quest ion it seemed advisable to examine the reasons for 
collectors' anrsion to Seebeck sta mps. vV c realized that the dislike of Seebeck 
issues has lessened in recent years. As they say: ·'time heals.'' 

The unpopularit~· of the Seebeck stamps can be attributed to the following 
six rca ·one;. 

1. In the more conscnatirn era of philately in the earl~· 90 's of the 19th 
century, the issuance of long, new stamp series with high face value annually 
was considered almost a crime by collectors. 

2. The issuance of stamps with face Yalucs of up to 10 pesos ($5 U.S.) by 
Nic:in1gua and, to some extent, S:ih·aclor nml Ecuador, "·as Yaliclly Cl'iticized. 
This i·cprescnted a snhstant"ia l rncr rnlne, l'ai· <'XC'Pe<l ing that required for postal 
1weds in these countl'ies. 

3. Objections \\'Cl'<' YOiCl'd, because the stamps t'Ould be sold by Seebeck 
:it snbstnntial <liscounts rrom face Yalne after demonetization. 

-! . C'ol ler1on; ohjcrtecl to Seebeck's r ight. to reprint the issue. 
G. EYe11trn1 I I>' , 1 hen· ex istP<I a widespread nncerta int~r as to which stamps 

were 01·ig- inals ;ind wh ir h wr1·r r eprints. i.;vrn ,,·lwn the differences became 
knom1 , the difficult.\· or i<lcnt if,,·ing the reprints incrrase<l the unpopularity of 
even the genuine issues. 

6. \Vith the cliscoYcn· that many stamps had been cancelled to order or 
bore fraudulent cancellations, the measure of philatelic dislike greatl~' increased 
to the point ,,·here there was a lmost a complete boycott against collecting 
''See becks. '' 

Let us now analyze in detail tl1e ahovc mentionrd six reasons for the 
unpopulai·i1y of th e Seebeck stamps. 

It rannot he denied that the annual issue of a long, new set containing 
values to 10 pesos, equivalent to over $5.00 U.S. 70 to 75 years ago, was an 
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nnusual skp. It is believed, however, that to<lay one should not apply the 
standards of a bygone era. In th e last few decades, stamp collectors have 
hrcomr nccustorn ed to th e pract ice th at almost all countries of the world, in­
r lud in g th e ones formerly considered most "conser vative., phil atelically, flood 
us \Yith nr \\· issues, many semi-postals wi th high surtaxes. 

From t ime to time Yoiccs are r aised aga inst th ese constant raids upon the 
st amp bu cl gets of coll ectors. But th ese objections do not appear to penetr ate 
the Yeil of bureaucratic indiffer ence. In fact, coll ectors rush in ever-increasing 
numbc l's to garner cYer;.· ne,,· stamp, when it is issued. If one draws a 
rompari son between the number of stamps which Nicaragua had issued annually 
in Seebeck's time and compare this with th e number of stamps issued annuall;.' 
b.' - modem postal administ rations, that of Nicaragua of th e Seebeck era should 
be i·ctroactively entcreLl into the golden book of philately. 

Economic Necessity 

It should not be overlooked that t he government of Nicaragua at the t ime 
of the contract with the H amilton Bank Note Company was solely interested in 
obtaining without cost the stamps needed fo r their postal and telegraph service. 
Nicaragua was not a r ich country. There was no thought about fleecing 
collectors. 

The stamp coll ector of that period was in no hurry to add every new issue 
of Nicaragua to his coll ection immediately, because he knew that after a year 
had elapsed he could obta in the stamps at a fraction of their face Yalue. The 
postal administration of Nicaragua coukl not, therefore, plan on r ealizing· a profit 
from sales of stamps over postal counters to collectors. 

The comparison with the p1·csent, when not only mint special issues but 
also mint regular issues arc being purchased in large quant it ies to be placed 
in coll ections, is obvious. The fact that sale to collectors was not a factor leaves 
the issue of high peso denominations in a different, much more fayorable light 
than the issuance of the many high denominations and souveni r sheets by 
present postal admin istrations. While it must be admitted that the 5 and 10 
peso denom inations were not urgently required , they were u sed for regular 
postal nrcds, although probably seldom needed. 

It is also possible that the high denominations were practical for settlin g 
in ter-departmental accounts, and that the governmental forms bearing the high 
denom ination sta mps were later destroyed. vVc regr r t that we do not possess 
relia bl1' inform ation concerning this usage. It is also possible that for the 
mailing of parcels and packages, stamps were affixed to the por tion of the 
dispatch, which rema in ed in the possession of the postal servicr, later to be 
destroyed, as is customary today in some countries. 

"Whatever the case may be, the postal service of Nicaragua never made or 
attempted to make a profi t from h igh postage denominations. Seebeck furnishecl 
(when selli ng supplies to the New York sta mp cleale1., G. B . Cal man) a ll dcnomi-

11 ations, in cludi ng the 10 pesos, at the same p ri ce, one or two <'l' n ts per stamp . 
Th e Seebeck stamps of Nicaragua were issued by the 1·csponsible govern­

lll e11 t of ~i ca ragua and were Yalid for postage. There is a possibility that the 
high pesos values were needed, although proof to el iminatc the possible stigma 
of u nneeded postal value is lacking. Who has the r ight to condemn the govern­
meni. of Nicaragua of that period , keeping in mind that today it has almost 
become a custom in all countries freq uently to issue super fluous stamps~ 
Consider, as said hefore, that the government gain ed nothing from the annual 
issues other than saving the cost of production of the stamps. Today postal 
adm inistrations frequently speculate very successfull.v on the probability that 
subsbmtial quantities go into th e albums of collectors without the postal 
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administration having to perform any postal service. After the demonetization 
of each issue, complete, original sets were sol 1 at retail for 25 cents (U.S. ) as 
long as the supply lasted. Can one justifiabl>· accuse the postal administration 
of "robbing the pockets of the collectors?" 

Right To Reprint 

One of the main objections to '' Scebecks' ' was the perm1ss10n granted to 
l'C-issue more stamps. This is an understandable fault from the philatelic angle. 
W e refer, of course, to the right of the Hamilton Bank Note Company (Seebeck) 
to reprint any demonetized issue if insufficient remainders C'xistcd. 

Can, however, the incenth·c to collect originals be changed in the least by 
the fact that after demonetization, a stamp had beC' n reprinted b:v either official 
or private sources ? There are stamps from many other countries, of which 
the originals, in spite' of existing reprints and reissues, arc very popular. Popu­
larity V<II'ics with the difficult>· of identification of the originals. The un­
certainty \vith identifying an original or a reprint obviously affects the 
popularity of a stamp as far as the great mass of collectors is concerned. For 
the philatelist (or trnC' stamp loYer ), and particularly the spC'cial izC'd coll ector, 
it is this uncertainty that makes the challenge so appealing. 

'fhc fact that many originals as \Yell as reprints of th e SC'ebeck stamps 
exist with postdatC'd cancelled-to-order or CYCn countC'rfcit cancellations 
obviously did not contribute to their popularity. The difficulty in determining, 
which al'<' genuine and whi ch are counterfeit cancell ations, causes additional 
uncertainty. Howe\'C'l", the incentiYe to coll ect nnd study SerlJC'ck stamps 
should not be in Arn:n(' r(l by tl1C'sc factors . 

The Orig inal Printing P lates 

Let us 11ow im·C'stigate the question of rC'prints. ft seems correct to call 
at kast a pa rt of thC'm 1·e-issues. 

A commission of three rC'putable philatelists in Ne,,· York Cit>· : John K. 
Luff, John A. Klemann, and P. F. Brunner, Yisited the offices of the Hamilton 
Bank Note Company on NoYern bC'1· 9, 1911, at the request of Mr. Calman, to 
\Yhom the Hamilton Bank Note Company had transferred th e sole distribution 
of their Nicaraguan postal supplies. 

The commission stated in a r cpol't to Mr. Calman that all plates, which were 
found, had bee n dcfacC'd by hori zo ntal and diagonal file strokes. Plates of the 
Nicaragua and the Honduras issu es of 1890-91-92 were not found. The com­
mission, therefore, concludccl that the plates of the three Nicaragua issues had 
already been destroyed at th e time oE demonetization. Th ey did not, however, 
rule out the possibility that the plates of the three missing Honduras issues 
were delivered with the remaining Honduras postal supplies to the buyer, 
Bogert and Company, a stamp dealer in New York. 

In a ceremony conducted December 11, 1951, at the Security Bank Note 
Company in Philadelphia, all known dies. transfer rolls and cliches u ·eel to 
make stamps for Nicaragua bct,,·cen 1 89 and 1 99 \ve1·e destroyed in the 
presence of diplomatic and government officials of Nicaragua, prominent 
philatelists, and officials of the Security Bank Note Company. This material 
had been acquired by the company when it prc,·iously absorbed the Hamilton 
Bank Note Company. 'l'he material for making p1·inting surfaces had remained 
in the vaults without use since at least 191 . 

Since the editor of the COLLECTORS CLUB r1111.ATELLJ8T was an active parti­
cipant in this eYent, I have asked :\Ir. H enry M:. Goodkind to add his report on 
exactly what happened, because it should go into this record. Now follows 
Mr. Goodkind 's report. 
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The 1951 Destruction of Nicaragua's Plates, Dies and Rolls 

By Henry M. Goodkind 

While ed it ing and prepa1·ing this manuscript, 1 noted l\£r. Quast 's reference 
to the 1951 destru ction of the H amilton Bank Note Co. 's plates, dies and r olls: 
Since I had played a significant par t in this, I was r eminded that a philatelist 
witnessing this had an oppor tun ity to learn a lot. Some of the philatelir 
witnesses spoke at length with C'xpcrts. who p rod ure and print postage stamps. 
·,\'fany questions were asked and all of them wer e intclli gC'nt ly answer ed. Not 
only that , but frequently, an officer of the Security Banknote Co. would 
graphically demonstrate a point of phil ateli c significanee " ·ith a printing plate, 
a die or roll. 

The Background 

Some in ter esting matters led up to this ceremony on December 11, 1951 in 
Phil adelphia, P a., at the plant of the Security Banknote Co. For many years 
hefore this, a few Nicaraguan specialists were concern ed and distressed by the 

Fig. A. Security Banknote Co., Philadelphia , Pa. December 11 , 1951 . The man in shirtsleeves at 
the extreme right is holding the burnishing drill after he had defaced some of the printing plates , 
dies and rolls. These had been stored in the wooden box just to the left of his drill marked 
"A9 1894." Before this box near the center of the table is an open " Scott Catalogue" identifying 
the metal as having had Nicaragua design Scott Type A9 of the 1894 issue . 

The defaced metal pieces are being passed around the table for th e witnesses' inspection , who 
then sign the certificates {see Fig . B) that those specific pieces had just been destroyed. 

(Seated, left to right) John J. Britt, Preside nt, the Collectors Club ; the late Kent B. Stiles, 
"New York Times" stamp editor; Rafael Deshon, Consul-General of Nicaragua ; Agustin Vanegas P., 
Philatelic Agent, Nicaragua; Ernest A. Kehr, stamp editor "New York Herald-Tribune." 

(Standing, left to right) : Henry M. Goodkind, Trustee , the Philatelic Foundation; unidentified 
of the Security Banknote Co.; Edward Goldsworthy, Jr., Executive Vice Pres ident, Security Banknote 
Co.; and the late Albert A. Kunze, Philatelic Director, Pan American Union of Washington , D.C. 
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great amount of countrrfeits and reprints of 1928-3, issues of Nicaragua being 
offered fo1· sale on the stamp markrt. In :rn rffo1·t 1·0 !'!top this, 1hc late Ri ch;ll'(l 
N. Conr wrote sen' 1·al :irticlrs <lrscrihing the g·rnui11 c :ind counterfeit air pos1 
stamps. Most of them \YC'l'C' publ ishe<l starling in J 9-J.7 in th e "Arro Phil:itcfats · 
Ne\\·s,' · of \Yhich I was the rclitot. 

Mr. Cone had told rnr tlrnt he had srnt copi('S of his ;1rticlps to sorn(' 
philatelic friends in ~Ian:igu:i, Nie:ir:igu:i. L:itrr, thrsr :irticlrs must lrnn conw 
1o thr attention of the goYernrn('nt of Nic;m1g1rn , hrc:iuse in .Janua1·~- of 1951 T 
\ms Yisited hrrc at the Collrctors Clubb~- thr nrnn in chargr of thr Post:il :irnl 
Phil atelic r\genc_,. of th r Republic of Nicaragna h_,. thr m1mr of Srnor Agustin 
Yaiwgas P . 

This Sp<.mish-Amr1·iean gentknrnn hnd imposing (·1·cdrntials of idrntificn­
t.ion. Ifr explained tlrnt Prrsicknt ~-\1rnst;1sio Somozn of Nicarngna ,,·as 
rlisturhrd h~- i·eports circulating· among stamp colh,ctors tlrnt hr hrlir,·rd \\'<'1·r 
damaging to th e reputat ion of Nicarngua. H r oL"derrcl 8r. Yanrgw-: 1·0 h1kr all 
nrccssal'y steps to imp1·0,·r Nical'ugua ·s philatrlic im;1gr. 

In attempting to can·~- ont his President 's O]'(lrrs, Sr. \' ;1 1H'gas lrnd n1;111 _,. 
ideas wh ich he wishcrl to discuss with mr. Subsequcntl:'·· Nirar;1gnn 's Post;1l 
Agent made a number of t1·ip:-; to Ne"· York Cit~' in furthrrancr of this p1·ojre1. 
H e visited mr frrquentl:'· nt 22 East 35 Street. As n rrsult . \\' <' beeamr r;1th(' J' 
fri enclh-. 

O~e of the matters thnt thr officials in Nicaragua helie\'C'd the mos1 
damaging to her philatrlic i·eputation \\·as th e "Srrheck issurs " in thr latr 19th 
ccntm._,.. Th e:'' thought that the " Seebeck scandal. .. ns man~' philatrl ist called 
it. ne,·rr had hrrn fo1·g-ott<'11. Thel'e is some truth to this. A 11 of us h;W• ' 
heard and read that tht• 1·(•la1iH• m1popularit~- of 11ntin American stnrnps witl1 
collectors is due to the pl'olific "8Pebecks." 

In an attempt to impt·oye their count1·y's image, Nica1·agua11 officials drcid eLi 
that the destruction or all existing Hamilton Bank Note Company printing and 
production material fol' thr "Seebeck " issues would be l'egankd in phila1('li<' 
circles as a concrete gesture of a sincere desire to "clean house. " 

On my part, I told Sr. Vanrgas that I thou ght he " ·as 01·eroptimistie. 
Nicaragua 's 1951 philatelic notori et~- \\·as not clue to the old 19th eentur~· issurs. 
but \\·as a result of counterfri ting and reprintings dating from the 1930 's. To 
destroy these old 19th century platrs now \\·as like lockin g the stable door after 
the horse' \\«lS gone. But s; .. Vanrgas \\':JS insistent. President Somoza hnll 
s11ggestr1l this: he mnst satisl'.v him. 

Limited New Issues and Souvenir S heets 

During these discussions with 8r. Vanegas about improYing Nicaragua ·s 
:-;tanding umong philatelists, 1 brought up anothe1· matter that 1 consiflered 01' 
more immediate and significant concern than the destruction of old printing 
plates that had not been usrcl for over :JO years . Its mention may not hr 
entirely releYant to the description of' the <lrfacing of thr old plates, rliPs and 
rolls, but I wish to go into somP drtail. he<·ause i1 1·p,·oh·rs ;1hout a rrnhlrm 
that is of cul'l'ent and paramount concern to mos1 a ll stamp rollectors. 

1 pointed out that one of the main reasons \\·hy Nicaragua did not h<l ,.e 
more appeal to collectors \\·as thr rnannr1· in which so many ne\Y stamps wr1·c 
being issued. There \\·err ,· er~- long- srries with a limited qnantit~- of high 
denominations. Fm-the1·rnot·e, sou n'n ir sheets, ho th lll'l'foratr and imperfornJc 
of the same series, \\·en' br ing issued in Yer.r small quantitirs. At timrs, 
Nicaragua had resorted to ·' tir-in' · sales. ·with r,·c1·y purchasr of a souvenir 
:hcet, one had to buy 10 postagr and 5 air mail sets. 

Sr. Vanegas' defense of these Jimitrcl high Llenominations and souvenir 
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sheets wns hi ghly revealing; it is something 1 think that most people worrying 
nbout todny's flood of new issues may not r ealize. H e said that he never knew 
just how mm1y stamps to order. 1f he decreed 100,000 sets, very few were 
purehnsecl. Consequently, a big stock rem:iinecl, which either had to be 
clrs1To)·ecl 01· later owrprinted. Nicaragua was opposed to surcharging because 
too rn:iny mistakrs are made, resulting in errors which do not enhance the 
n•1rnt:ition among philatelists of a country like Nicaragua. Furthermore, this 
Cent rn l American republic is not r ich. Some issu es of new stamps cost them 
nirffr rnone~· than the~' conld afford. It. w:is irnprr:1tivr, therefore, that all the 
stnrnps printrcl sell. 

On the other hand, when onl)' 5,000 high cknorninntions and souvenir sheets 
wrre ol'cl er ecl of a new commemoratiw issue, the stamp wholesalers ' orders 
Homxl into his office in l\[anagua. Thrrr wen' only fi,000 stamps to sell but 
orders were r eceiYed for 100,000 before thr first-clay of sale. It was necessary 
to apportion the orders. This, Sr. Vanrgas rn aintain rcl, was far more equitable 
and more in the collector 's interest than selling on a " first come first served" 
basis. This latter ahrays r esulted in onr or hrn largr \l"hol esalers bu)ring up 
the entire issue. 

Oftrn this postal administrator from Jica ragua would tell me that he 
just did not know how to ordrr stamps. If he stipul ated onl~r 5,000 sets, he 
l·rcrincl ord ers for 100,000. Th e nrxt time, to meet this great demand, 100,000 
sets were ordered, but onl)' \ 000 sold. To sa ti sf)· thr nrrds for comrnrrcial 
rnail rrquirrd about 1,000 of the higher clenomi natiom;, 

There mis one question 1 frequentl :v asked Sr. Van egas, to which I received 
110 satisfactor~' reply. " \Vhy issur any souYenir sheets, both perforate and 
imperforate? '' 

Locating T he Old P lates 

Oetting ba ck to the December 11, 1951 story, by that time the Hamilton 
Bank Note Company of Brookl yn, N. Y. long had been out of business. Years 
before 1951, it had been bought by the Security Bank Note Co. of Philadelphia. 
Sr. Vanegas conta cted the lattrr. Th e old Hamilton plates could not be found; 
Securit)· ha<l no kno\\·ledge of them. But Sr. Vanegas was a persistent man. 
After man)· months, this persistence paid off. The old H amilton printing 
plates, dies and l'Olls were found in its Brooklyn, N. Y. warehouse, all carefully 
\\Tapped and stored. The Philadelphia firm mad e arrangements to have all 
th r material shipped to their plant. 

In th e fal l of J951, Sr. Vaneg·as Yisited me agai n . H e had orders from 
President Somoza to stage an impressive ceremony for the destruction of the 
old Hamilton plates. It was rssenti al that prominent philatelists and stamp 
journnlists br im·itecl , so that the eYent would r eceive much publicity. Nica­
nigua \\'a s determined to regain the American stamp collector 's goodwill. "Mr. 
( :oodkincl ," Si·. Vanegas sa id , " pl ease give rn r th e names of the philatelists my 
gowrnm ent should invite to our ceremony. It will be at the offices of the 
8rcurit y Banknote Compa ny in Phil adelphia . Thr datr has hecm made for 
I kerm her 11th. " 

December 11, 1951 

Six ph il ateli c " ·itnesses were invited by Nicaragua. FiYe of them appear 
on th e photograph taken (Figure A ) . This illustration should be carefully 
<•xarn in ed, because it shows so much that happened. 

'l'he main problem concerned the method of destruction. Th e Executive 
Vice President of Security Bank Note Co. explained that usually metal plates, 
di es and rolls \\"ere not destroyed in their office building. The~· were thrown 
into a blast furnace. 
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To proceed ''"ith the work in the office building, each piece would have to 
he individually defaced until all the witnesses agreed it was incapable o:f being 
used for any further printing or impression. Such an operation would take 
anywhere from 2 to 5 minutes. Th ere were 296 pieces of metal to be defaced. 
This meant many hours of " ·ork th at had to be witnessed, which would last late 
into the night. There was no alternative way o:E destruction. 

Look at the right of the Figure A illustration. You see a man in shirt­
slrcYes holding· a long- metal drill in his hands. In front of him is a metal 
r lamp . This workman placed the plate, roll or die in this clamp. On thr 
end of his drill was a heaYy abrasive. Hr turned on the electric switch, ran thr 
drill bark and forth over the meh!l in the clamp, and , aftrr a short time, stopped. 

Th r platr or clir \ras remowcl and passed around the table for inspection. 
to src that the defaring· \ms compl etr . You will sec a round magnifying glass 
on the center of th e table that some " ·itnesses used to make sure that all of the 
cng-raving had hrrn r rmowd . 

Each piece harl brrn stored in n wooden box. In Figure A one of these 
boxrs ran be seen n ext to the ri!!'ht hnnd of the workman with the drill. It is 
marked in white " A 9 1894." This meant that the pl ate . <li e and roll in that 
hox \rere fm· Srott T~'pe A9 of th e 1894 issue of Nicaragua. 

A compl ete inw ntory of ewry piere had been prepared by th e Securit:v 
Bank Note Co. Before defaring, the philatelic witnesses checked each piecf' 
with th e "Scott Stan<lar<l P ostage Stamp Ca tal ogue," " ·hi ch is srcn on Figure 
A lyin g open on the rrnter of the table. 

A Long Ceremony 

Logi cal]~-, the officials of the Securit~r Banknote Co. did not want to impose 
upon th e time of th r \ritn r .-srs and " ·ere concerned about the amount of t ime 
th e cntirr operati011 took. 

·work began around 1l a.m. Th ere was an hour interruption for luncheon 
and anoth er for dinner, hosted bv the Security Banknote Co. at a hotel near 
its headquarters. • 

Check and Double Check 

The one matter th at impressed the philatelic witnesses most \YaS the car e 
and effi c i enr~' with whi rh the entire operation had been planned in adYance and 
th en carried out. V·lr philatrlists found th ere was good reason for thi . 

S1·. Van egas lrnd told me, before we went to Phil adelphia in Decemhrr , 1951. 
that many ~'ea rs befow, th rl'r had heen a plate destru ction in Nicaragua attested 
to by witnesses. Th e~' aniwd at the Managua, Nicaragua printing plant, and 
examined all th e pl'inting pl ates starked upon a lon g table. After the inspection 
had been completed , thr 'ritnesses were taken out to dine , just as we had been . 

vVl1 e11 th f' " ·it1wsses i·r tnrn rd to the printing plant, the plates were gonr. 
Th e~r were tol<l that tlw plates had all heen clrstroyed; the witn esses signrcl 
forms attesting to this. But if onr consults th0 "Scott Catalogue" under the 
1932 issues, there is a footnotr that r eprints 0xist. Sr. Vanegas said somr of 
the plates that ''"ere to haYe hcen destro~·ed in Nicaragua were those of these 
1932 comm emoratiw issues. OhYiousl~r, if the printing plates no longer existed. 
further printings from them " ·oulcl haYe been impossibl e. Sr. Vanegas all eged 
that the plates wen not clestro~rrd during the witncsses's absence from the 
printery, but rcmoYed; short]~- th ereafter , tlw~' wrre unofficially used to makr, 
the reprints to sell to stamp collectors. 

Th e Nicaraguan and Security Banknote Co. officials took all precautions to 
make sure that nothin g like this would be r epeated in 1951. 

Furthermore, it was explained to us in J 951 that not only all the printing 
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plates, but also the <lies and rollers had to be defaced. If only the plates were 
made useless for furthrr use, nc" · ones possibly could be made from the existing 
<li es and rollers. 

Poor Condition By 1951 

Examination in 1951 of the plates. dies and rolls owr a half centun· old 
rr\·ra lNl th :i 1 nrnrh of thr metal lrn<l r ustril an<l corro<'lrrl \\'hil e in storage. In 

"'" <1.H\r*O'-i ...... !'41do~ ia -~· VU!> U• 11!1at~1- Ht t' dh 1• .. 
t.t\ff .aaw •ti....,, 10. 19S1. to.f/9\t._ """-• '"'• J,>319. «<'llru•ed. t? .dtt&th<)ll 
a- .ote ~~Y\ u.4 hlat --.,. ~--. a!J1•l t. !!Wt•"• -11ttfl' 'Ill 

t....,._c- ~ ,.... !t•;ioc 'Uo 11£ !<> • c•l'ttfi"4• • the Al9rl~ llallllt•IO' Ul4. tl'Ni.., 
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l)f t.~ • .,,..,.1~ vhlt• 1• u.e ~'"•.,,: .~1'1\i' ~t• c~. 

- l T ~·4' ~111.".i.;:;t 

Fig . B. One of th e C ertif icates of Destruct io n signed by the t e n witnesses. Th is one lists nine of 
the total of 296 plate s, d ies a nd rollers destroye d. Th ere were 12 such certificates . 
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the opinion of seYeral of the phil atelic witn esses p r esent, their use by 1951, 
rn'n for some ~-ears befo1·e then, would not p r oduce acceptable stamps. Nevcr ­
tlw lrss, Nicar agua " ·as so desirous of restoring her integrity in philatelic circles 
that this Crntrnl America n republ ic insisted upon this public destruction as 
late as 1951. .Af ter the cer emony, " ·e r eturned to New York with Sr. Vanegas. 
Ile sincerely be lienll that Nicar agua had closed the hook on th e infamous 
"See hecks" by this destruction. 

Tabulation 

Fignrc B shows one of the certificates oE destr uction signed by all the 
" ·itnesses, t he Kicaraguan offi cials and those from th r banknote company. E ach 
one of these sheets stipulated the specifi c pl a tr, d ie or rn ll ddaceil. Th err a rr 
J 2 diffel'ent cert ifi cates. 

A tota l of 296 items " ·er e destroyed at the office of the Secur ity Banknote 
Co. on Decrmbrr 11 , J951. Jtemizefl b~- the "Srott Catnlogue," they are a<; 
follows: 

R egillar I s.mes (Scott Nos. 20-21 , 23-25 and 30-120 ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 
Posta.fJ <' Dnrs (Scot t Nos. JJ -J28) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
()ffiria ls - 11 •ith rmt Ol'erprin ts (Nos. 0 1-2, 0 4-6, 0 11-40, 0 42-139 ) 14::3 

Missing P lates 

The missin g p lates of the Nicar agua and H onduras issues of 1890-91-92 were 
not found. vV c subscribe to the theory advanced by some of the philatelic 
wi tnesses at the 1951 destru ction of the dies, t r ansfer r olls, and cliches, that 
the plates are not in existence today. The lack of modern hardening of the 
p lates, the gr eat number of impressions made, and the fact that the H amilton 
Bank Note Compa n~· ground do\\'n p lates of obsolete designs and reused them 
for other designs, a ll suppor t t he theory that these pl ates wer e not in existence 
at the time the Seebeck issues " ·er e r eprinted. 

On some of the defaced p lates found at the H amil ton Bank Note Compan~· 
in Nowm her , 1911, " ·er e hoth some Nica r agua and SalYador designs. For this 
and othr r rrasons, " ·r nr r inclin ed to conclude th at some of th e p lates still 
rx istrn t in J9J1 werr not the orig-innl ones, but plates especially made to 
Jl l'Odn r l' r eprin ts. .Joseph Krnl'g"l' I', in his gr eat work, " Die Seebeck Mar ke11, 
ilwe \'l' 1·sehiede11 e11 D 1·enclrn nH;1 gen und Neudru cke" (" The Seebeck Stamps. 
'l' h<'i 1· Different Printings "nd Rrprints " ), wh ieh we sha 11 frequently quote, 
suppor ts this \'irw. 

Th r stn lllp:-; produrrd from pl atC's made at a date subsequent to the period 
of iRsur of the stamps, a lthongh from original dies, should really be ronsidrr ed 
r e,·enu C's. \ \Tr sh nll hencdm·th , however, onl y rder to reprin ts, because it is 
impossihlc to dete rmine, with the exception of th e 1896 issue, whether a stamp 
\\'il S p r in ted from the originnl p latr or from one p r oduced at a later date. 

1\fan~r belieYe that no r eprints " ·er e made during Seebeck 's lifetim e. The 
fi rst reprints \\·ere allegedly p r intC'cl in 1 99 sh ort]~, afte r his death . Se\'Cnil 
l'easons, ho\\·eyc1-. would seem to ind icate that the fi rst r eprints of the 1896 
;111 ([ 1897 issues wrre sug·gested h~· Seebeck him srlf. Tt shoul d be pointed onr 
that this is on! ~~ a theor~· : proof is lacking. 

Srrherk, a philatelist h imself, understood the l'easons for thr attacks made 
against his issues dur in g the period of th e contract. T o try to answer the 
r riti cisrn , Seebeck said that he was prepared to cancel th e contracts he had 
negoti ;11ecl in the name of H ami lton Bank Note Co. if the r espective governments 
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\\·ould agree and guarantee that they would not negotiate similar ones with any 
ot the Hamilton Bank Note Co. 's competitors. 

The fi rst announcement of the existence of reprints of the Seebeck stamps 
can be credited to Joseph B. LeaYy, who published a number of articles on this 
subject in the "Gibbons ' Month!? J OUl'll al. " Leavy, however, considered as 
reprints only those stamps \\·hich were p1-inte<l on the thick, conspicuously 
porous paper, which " ·as first usr<l by H amilton Bank Note Co. for the 1899 
Postage Due set of Salrndor (Scott J-1-9-J 56). Th e r epl'ints exist on this paper 
" ·ith and without " ·atermark. For mm1? ye:ns, it \ras not known that the 
"'Phrygian Cap" watermark is horizontal on this thick, coarse paper, whereas 
on the original paper used for the issurs of 1895-1898 the "Phrygian Cap" is 
:1 lwa ys Yertical. 

Although Leavy 's discO\·ery was lauuable, it caused great confusion among 
the Anglo-Saxon and French coll ectors ns well ns the catalogue editors, who up 
to the present, considet· the stamps of 1896-1898 as originals only when found 
011 t h in paper. 

Gradually, "Scott's Catalogue" r eeognized that d iffr l"ences between the 
paper used for rnrious printings and reprintin gs existed . Thus, in their 1912 
edition the following is first mentioned: "Repri1its o.f Nos. 81 to 109 are on 
thick porous papPr, 1nith and w1:tho·11t wate rmark. 'The paper o.f the originals is 
thinner." 

'l'his comm r11t was :1dcled to over the years until the appearance in 1957 of 
the note as it now r ea ds : "Reprints of Nos. 81 to 109M are on thick, porous 
pciper, iuith anrl 1l'itho1it wcitennark. '1.'he watermark is sideways. '1.'he paper 
o.f the originals is thim 1vr .for Nos. 81 to 109 Ind thicker for Nos. 109A to 109M." 

The 1930 edition uf '·Scott's Stamlm·<l Postage Stamp Catalogue" took 
note that: '' The paper of Nos. 109A to 109L is sli ghtl~r th icker aiHl mol'e opaque 
tlwn that of Nos. Sl to 89 all\l 90 to 98. 'l'he 5c arnl lOc also exist on very thin, 
sem i-transpn1·ent papr1·.'' This i10tc has continued to be publishr<l to this <late 
\\·ith addition of No. 109M to the first sentence. 

In 1940, the editor of '' Scott 's Catalogue'' heeded the advice of Nicaraguan 
specialists an<l finall.v inclncled the last of three footnotes now found after the 
Seebeck listin gs : 

· 'Specialists now claim thr existence of reprints of Nos. 81 to 89 and 90 to 
~) ~ oil thin paper , bn t with shacks differing slightly from those o{ th e originals.'· 

Previous Research 

Joseph Kroeger wrote very detailed articles a bout all Seebeck stamps and 
their reprints in " Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal " published b.r Gebrueder 
::)cnf in Germany. The 1910-1911 Yolumes of this German magazine contain 
g·<'nrrnl comm ents pertaining to the Seebeck problem, the letter exchange be­
tween Uebruedrr S<'ILE and G. B . Calm an. the aforemr ntioned report of the 
Arn el'icall Phil atelists' Committee regardillg the defaced plates found at the 
Hamilton Ba nk Note Co., and the wording of the va.riorn; contracts made 
between Seebeck and the Latin American governm ents. 

In the 1912-1913 rnlumes, Kroeger touches upon the Seebeck issues of 
Nicaragua relying to a great extent on research by Mr. Gerhauser, who had the 
rxtensive material of his firm, Gebrueder Senf, at his disposal. With due credit 
1o Joseph B. Leavy for being the first to announce the existence of reprints of 
Seebeck stamps, the consequent Gerhauser-Kroeger articles contributed valuable 
information , which helped clarify the rep1·int question of Seebeck stamps of 
Nicarag·ua. (Kroeger's r esearch of the Seebeck issues of E cuador, Honduras, 
an<l Salvaclo1·, also published in "Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal,'' do not 
r ntrr into the scope of this discussion ). 'l'he outstandin g work of Stian Sanness, 
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also published in " Illustriertes Briefmarkcn Journal," should be mentioned, 
although his prime interest was the Nicaraguan issues commencing with the 
year 1900 (after the Seebeck issues). 

W e decided to Tecord the results of our research in conjunction with the 
findings of Gerhauser and Kroeger to the present day collectors because the old 
numbers of " Illustricrtes Briefmarken Journal," are very difficult to obtain. 
Furthermore, the late Dr. ·willer, \rho first stimulated by the articles of Kroeger, 
thoroughly studied for almost 50 years the problems posed by the Seebeck issues, 
came to substantially (lift'rrcnt conclusions than Kroeger. 

Dr. \\Tiller searehc(1 through practically all the dealers' stocks on the 
European Continent and in England , and also was in touch with the leading 
dealers of the W estern H emisphere. He inspected large and small Nicaragua 
collections, acquired a substantial part of the Ferrari Nicaragua section and 
later a part of the Hind Nicaragcrn collection, and studied a great many coven;. 
Furthermore, he was able to secure a part of the Desire-Pector correspondence. 
P ector was for many years the Consul General of Nicaragua in P aris, France. 
The study material was later supplemented by purchase of the Birrell (Nic:i­
ragua Section) and other collections acquired by the writer. 

While we reached different conclusions than Gerhauser and Kroeger on 
many points, we cannot represent that the results of our own research are the 
last word. To be perfectly honest and conscientious, it must be conceded that 
many questions are not fully answered and many of our conclusions could be 
revised if evidence, as yet unknown, should appear. For this reason, we 
urgently appeal to all stamp collectors and dealers interested in these Nica­
r aguan stamps to lrt us know if any of their observations do not correspond 
with ours. 

In addition to desc-rihing which issues exist only as originals and which 
ones have been reprinted, we intend to discuss in some detail the differences 
between originals and reprints. 

vVe do not have anything startling to add to the results of the Gerhauser­
Kroeger studies. Frankly, it will be frequently difficult to distinguish between 
an original stamp and a reprint if a collector has only one copy of the stamp in 
question. In a very few isolated instances, we may be unable to make certain 
identification, despite our experience and material at hand. But these are rare 
exceptions. 

It is believed that in almost all cases our guidelines should suffice to defiiH' 
the necessary differences. W e have not included use of an ultra violet-lamp 
as an aid because not many collectors have this instrument at their disposal. 
Furthermore, we found that this ultra-violet lamp often does not show a result 
differ ent from that of ordinary light, or at least not sufficiently different to 
make a correct identification. vV e shall continue, however, our own examina­
tion with ultra-violet light and will report if and when any new significant 
.results are found. The late Dr. ·willer always attributed great importance to 
the composition of the paper mesh, which, in man y cases, provides singularl:· 
distinctive identification. vV e agree here and shall retain this conclusion until 
such time as new evidence proves us to be in error. 

·W hy No Reprints Of Some Issues? 

Before we proceed to discuss the individual issues of Nicaragua, we must 
point out that no known reprints exist for the years 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893, 
.and 1895. There were several printings of the 1894 issue, the status of which 
is not entirely clear. 

It is understandable that the following four questions arise: 
1. '' Why are there no reprints of the first six issues with the possible 

exception of 1894 ?'' 
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2. " Why clo the original stamps of th ese years exist in substantial quan­
tities, while most denominations of th e 1896 and 1897 issues, with the exception 
of the Postage Due stamps, are scared " 

~1 . " vVl1:v ar e the mint originals of 1896 and 1897 extremely scarce 1" 
4. " Wl1y is the 1896-1897 situation similar for the regular and Official 

stamps of 1898, \rhercas 110 reprints arc known of the 1899 issue?" 
vVe shall try to ans\\·er th ese questions. 
It was learned from n. B. Calm an 's correspond ence with Gebrueder Senf 

of Leipzig, Germ any (see " Illustriertcs Bricfm arkcn Journ nl " No. 16 of August 
'.W, 1910 ) that Seebeck. prior to th e tim e of the first amrnal delivery to the 
Postal .Administration of Nicaragw1 , lrn d had a certain excess quantity printed. 
It was to be kept as a suppl~· on hand to enabl e him to fill qui ckly any r eorders 
by the Nicaraguan governm rnt, or, upon demon etization of the respective issue, 
to deliver to Calman the desired quantit~· . 

Other sources, not compl etely r eliable, \\Tote that Seebeck always put aside 
a supply of 100,000 complete sets and 200,000 "small " sets. It appears that 
th e "small " sets consisted only of 1"he 1 and 2 centaYos denominations. These 
" small" sets " ·er e " ·idcly offered for sale in the 1890 's . Other than these 
consisting 011]_,. of t'rn stamps, the stamp trade offered only complet e sets. 

Upon a r eorder b~· the Postal Administration of Nicaragua, Scrbeck prob­
ably printed additional supplies eith er to fill Nicaragua's order or to r estock. 
Reorders, hO\revrr , occurred Yery rarel~· and were onl~r for the most commonly 
usrd denominations. As these stnmps wrre prin ted during the period of pOf;tal 
validity, " ·e consider them originals, rcgarcllrss of whether they were shipprd to 
:.Jicaragua and used there: or not rn.;rd due to sufficient original stock on hand 
in the Nicaraguan post offi ces or rrtained in New York as a resene. The lack 
of lm0\n1 postally used stamps, particularly on covers, prevents, in most cases, 
a precise dcterminn tion of th e fate of stamps reprinted during the tim e of 
their postal Yalidity. By no means should one conclude that Seebeck retained 
the complete issue of ne\Yly p1·i11tcd stamps and fill ed the reorders only from the 
r eserve he had kept at the time of the original printing. It is possible that 
upon a second r eorder, stamps from the second printing were sent to Nicaragua. 

Th e question of whi ch stamps from additional printings durin~ the r0snrc­
tive year of postal validity were actually used probably never can be completely 
solnd. Only the possession of incontestably postally used later printings would 
show that one is dealing not only with a stamp from Seebeck's r eser ves, but 
with a stamp of a second or later printing, which actually got into circulation. 
In any case, these are originals to be valued according to the rarity of the 
respective issue. 

In Yiew of this, it is still not clear why some issues of origin als are very 
common and r eprints do not exist, except for r eserve printings <luring postal 
validity; whereas many originals of other issues arc very scarce with reprints of 
them existing in lar ge quantities . 

.As previously mentioned, Seebeck is supposed to haYe stocked 100,00 com­
plete sets and 200,000 "small " sets of the 1 and 2 centavos denomin ations, as a 
reserve for sale only to G. B. Calman . If this were true, the latter quantity 
appears rather larg·e. It is doubtful if Calman could sell 200 ,000 sets, because 
offers of the two small denominations were at that time, and ar e even today, 
mnch scarcer than complete sets which cost no more than 25 cents. It may be 
that initially these quantities plus the remainder of N icaragua's supplies 
returned at the end of the respective year were sufficient to meet Calman 's 
demands. 

It seems that in the first few years, the Postal Administration ordered much 
greater quantities than it actually needed, so that the stock of unused r emainders 
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\\'ere large. Later, the orders were probably adjusted to the expected actual 
need, which r esulted in several reorders of the 1898 issue. 

The administratin· difficulties connected ,yjth these reorders probabl:· 
caused a larger initial order for the 1899 issue. From this issue, sufficicnl 
quantiti es remained for Calman 's needs. Seebeck probably urged the Postal 
Administration of 1\icaragua to i·cstrict its orders to the approximate need, 
because the supplies return rd to him at year's end most likel,'I' were more than 
Calman needed. Broken ·heets, singles. climatic damage, and other factors 
often nrnde resale impossiblr . It is ve1·y probable that Seebeck in isted on 
drasticall.'· reduced ordr rs b_,. ~icaragua for the 1896, 1897, and 189 ' issues . 
• \ t the sarnr time, hr srrrns to haw abandonrd the practice of printing " ·ith the 
original order a resene ror sale to Calman. Otherwise, it is difficult to rxplai11 
why most cl enomiuatious of. these issues are so scarce. 

Calrnan began selling the 1897 issue in the midyear of 1899. Ile began 
selling the 1896 issues only toward the end of 1900. 'l'he originals of these 
issues arc n •ry sccu·cc·. lt is susprctcd from the dates of sale by Calrnan of the 
l896 and 1897 issurs tlw t ~rcbeck, who up to this point had made no reprints 
because of sufficient. l'rsene quantities on hand, had ordered reprints madl' 
~hortly before his death so as to satisfy Calman 's rrquiremcnts for these twe 
1ssnes. 

W r have to admit that the foregoing is an assumption on our part. As yet 
110 official documents of the Government of Nicaragua nor records of Seebeck 
ha ,·e been found, " ·hich authenticate the size of original delfrcrics or amounts 
of remainders, or at " ·hose suggestion reprints wcl'e made. It can be stated, 
however, \\'ith reasonable certainty that the majority of all reprints were pro­
Juced only after 8cebeek's death. Also, it can be said with certainty that 
i·eprints of Seebeck issues <·aimot he p1·intec1 today since, as mentioned previously, 
all plates are presumcJ to harn bc<' n defaced 01· dcstl'Oyerl. Tlw ones not found 
in 1911 at the Hamilton Bank ~ote Company were undoubtedly destroyed 
bcfo1·c that date, at least those plates used to p1·int Nicaraguan stamps. Calman, 
who surely did not obtain these plates, would ob,·iously have strongly objected 
to allmving these plates. if they existed, to be acquired by other persons, to 
compete against his business. 

Each Issue Examined 

No"·, we shall proceed to <lisruss the indiYidual issues. 
Throughout the following- discussion or identification of original stamps in 

contrast to reprints, we shall continually refer to the horizontal or Yertical mesh 
of the paper, as well as to the '' Phrygian Cap '' watermark. In order to 
remove any misunderstanding, the two illustrations of the paper's mesh (Figs. 
L and 2) and the watel'mark (Figs. 3 and 4) will proYe useful. 

1890 Issue 
A. H, egnfar Postcige Stamps (Scott Nos. 20-29) 

Kroeger differentiates lwb,·ce11 t\\'o types of paper, a thin one for the 2 
centavos and l peso stamps nnd medium one for all other denominations. He 
states that a fr"· of' t IH• 2 rent a ms Wl'rc printed on medium papcl'. "\\Te do not 
r1gree with this. \ V c stl'ong·I.'· be! ievc that two distinct types arc 11ot warranted. 
'l'he differences in the papc1· arc so trifling that eYC'11 a highly knowledgablc 
specialist \\'ill experience difficulties in trying to identify them. 

Kroeger maintains that he found color differences only on the 10 pesos. 
orange and ycJlo,,·.orangc. We <ll'e inclined to attribute the difference in color 
shades to fading. " ·hich (•asily occurs "·ith yellow colors. We do, however, 
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agree wi th Leavy, who found different color shades in the 20 and 50 centavos. 
'l'he 20 rentaYos rea llv exists in a faint brown-red shade in contrast to the more 
rommon IJl'ight brow;;_red. vVe found the 50 cen tavos in purple, dark purple. 
nllll a pl'onounced lil 11c. Th e 5 pesos comes " ·ith t hr Jl ormal lake and in fa int 
h1·0 \\·n-red. V{r nlso fi nd bright and dark shades of blue of the 5 centavos. 

Fig . I. Vertical Mesh . 

---- ----~ ....... ------ ..... .-
_..._. --- - --- --- -... ---------------- ......... ------------ ..... -
--~-----------

~-------..----~--_. __ _ 
-------~~-=-------------- ____ ..ae ____ _ 

-- - -- --- ...... --- -c;;;y _. - -

.._ __________ _,,_,_,_.,,.,,,.,.,.,,~ 

Fig . 2. Horizonta l Mesh. 
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Fig . 3. Vertical Watermark " Phrygian C a p." 

vVe doubt, hmYeYer, that these varying color shades indicate different 
printings. During the printing, the ink had to be frequently mixed, so that 
the r esults \\·er e not ahrnys uniform. The small number of postally used copies, 
with the exception of the 5 ccntaYos, makes it difficult to check a sufficient 
amount of cancellation dates. This " ·onld help to show whether particular 
shades belong to separate printings. 

Proof printings of all denominntions m·c known to exist on thin ungummcd 
( India ) paper in shades closely approximating th e originals. They are scarce. 

Imperforate stamps pl'inted in original colors on regular gummed paper 
exist. The Scott Catalogue lists these in imperf. pairs for all denominatiom; 
except the 5 pesos (Scott Nos. 20a-27a, 29a ) . Kroeger \\Tote that he had seen 
copies of the 5 pesos imperfon1 tc. This is unkno\\·n to us, but that does not 
preclude their existence. 

Several denominations ar c known imperforate horizontally or vertically. 
It is said that these pcl'foration Yarieties, in cluding the imperforates, were sent 
to Nicaragua but \YCre returned to Seebeck because they did not meet the terms 
of the contra ct. It is possible, however, that these stamps, particularly th e 
imperforates, were not sent to Niral'np;na but were added b:v Seebeck to his 
stock held for future s::ilc. 

Imperforate stamps on Indin pnpcr in colors differing from the originals 
are considered to be Col01· Trials. 

In all Seebeck issues only th e denominations up to the 10 centavos arc 
frequently found postall.\· used. Higher denominations, particularly p esos 
values, genuinely used :ire, nlmost without exception, extremely scarce. How-
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Fig. 4. Horizontal W ate rmark " Phrygian Cap." 

ever, postdated, cancell ed-to-order , and counterfeit cancellations, particularly of 
the 1890 issue, ar e frequently found . A study of the cancellations will come 
later . 

Fig . 5. 1890 Regular hsue. 
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Fig . 6. 1890 Official Issue. 

B . Officia l S to mps (Scott Nos . 0 1-0 10) 

All denomin rit ions ar e in thr sri rn c color, u ltramarin r. K roeger also made 
a distinction her e ri ccording to th e thi ckness of paper . H e lists all denomin a,­
tions, except th e 50 crntavos, on medium papr r , also the 50 ccnta rns and a 11 
pesos values on thick paper. H er c this separ a tion into t\rn groups seems mor e 
justified. Th e stamps of th e t \\·o groups ar c not only di ffer en t as regards the 
thi ckn ess of paper, but also as to their color and mesh. The stamps on thick 
p aper show Yerti cal mesh, the others a horizontal one, as do the regular postage 
stamps. The copies on thick paper " ·ith w rti cal mesh have much paler colors 
than do th e much mor e plent iful p ieces in a YiYid ultramarine shade. Further­
more, the oYerpr in t .. F'RANQl1EO OFICIAL " of the first type has a more 
brom1 to dark red or orange-brown color shade than the lighter or ange or 
bro,Yn-r ed of the medium paper group. .Although Kroeger listed only four 
denomina tions on thi ck p aper , ' Ye haYe also found the 2 centavos on thick paper. 

Th e 1 cent<wo, howewr , is di fferen t. Th e stamp 'ri th ve rtical mesh is on 
thinner paper , ''"hil c tha t with hori zonta l mesh is on thicker paper . Th e former 
has a lighter or:rn gr-r r<l color rcl o,·r l'prin t norm a ll~· associa ted with the second 
group . 

Some denominations ex ist imperforatr hol'i zontally and Yertically ; somr 
are known with in con ect and double 0Yrrp1·i11ts. Th ese stamps also have the 
previously menti onr cl diffc1·ent paper thickness. H ori zontal OYerprints in small 
black or small cm·rnine lr tter s rirr trial impressions, whi ch wer e not used because 
of th eir lack of disce rn a hi I ity. Th r stamps 'ri th trial overprin ts likewise have 
th e differrn ces in paper thi ckn ess. 

Th e question nrises wheth rr ther e are di ffer ent print ings. If so, which 
stamps belong to th e first and "·hich to th e second p r int ing ? The scarcit~' of 
stamps from the thi ck pap er group should lea<l to the con clusion that they came 
from the first p r intin g·. An exa minn tion of the few existing postally used copies 
l'efute this beli ef hecn use th e~ · show th e char acteristi cs o-f th e medium pape1· 
group. Is it poss ibl r that the medium paper group was the first p rinting and 
the thi ck p npr r g l'oup a sero nd o nP. " ·hi ch Seebeck p r in ted as a reserve, ;111d 

which ne,·er rraclwd Nirarn gnn ? This docs 11ot seem pl ausihlc, because a 
r esen c stock would not ha v<' hcrn p rinted in small quantities, primaril y consis1-· 
ing of p esos deno111in nti o11s. H no new r efer ence material is f01111d , this 11urs ti011 
ma~' fore,·er rrma in nnanswer ed. 
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Tt should hr mcnti011 cd that the O\·erprints on this issue frcqurntly ar e 
poorl~· ccntrrr1l ;11HI nliln)' copi es ha,·e m:rny different hrokrn lcttrrs. 

1891 Issue 
.1 l. R emdar Postal 8trnnps (Sro tt ;Vos. 30-39) 

Krorg-cr lists t\rn col01· shades each of the ] , 2, 50 ce111 :lYOS ;1 nd the 5 pesos 
stamps. J 1r:i ,·~· also lists bro shades eaeh of tlw 1 ccnhtrns, th e 1 and 10 p esos. 
On <' 2 crntaYos is hrirk 1·('(1 h:i,·ing a hori zont;1l mesh , \\·hilr th r other is quite 
p;il r Yrrmil io11 \1·ith a ,·r 1ti c1 il mrsh. Thr main <l iffr r r nrr bet\\·rcn them is in 
t hr 111 rs h. .\ 1lark hliw and a light blue colol' shacle rxists of the 5 centavos. 
Th r lip:ht r r blur shade :ippeai·s on slight])- hluish tinted papcl'. In contrast to 
th e mint copiPs o[ th e 2 cr n trwos, " ·hi ch are more plentiful \\·ith the horizontal 
mesh, mint copies of the G crntaYos \rith horizontal mesh srem to be very scarce. 
On th e other hand, \Ye ha Ye neYel' seen genuin e postally used copies of the 2 
rPnt11rns pal e Ycrmilion nor th r G centavos with Yrrtical mesh. 

Fig. 7. 1891 Regular Issue. 

lt is possibl e that the~ anu 5 ccntaYos, the denominations most used, had a 
srcond printing, \rhich , ho,1·e ,·r 1", did not get into c i1·cul ation to any great 
l'xte11t. It is p rculiar tlrnt \1·e l'ound th e 5 pesos onl~· with th e Yertical mesh , 
1rhel'cn s 1 hr other dcnomi1rnt ions, \rith the exception of the 2 and 5 centavos, 
sho\\' onl.'· 1he horizontal mesh . Ne\\· Yea1 .. s gTret in g cards, hearing the issu es 
of J891 o,·e1·p1·inted ' 'sprcirnrn , .. 1\·er e used b~· th e Postrnastr1· General to 
;1equn in t goye1·n 111 r n t offic ials and lrnsi nrssrn en \\·ith the fo rth coming stamps. 
On th e front \\·as printed ·· f·~l Director Ocnernl . .. lH:rnagua, J. de cnero de 
1891 .. ' 

'J'hrrr ;1rc ;it least 31 rssa~· s in tliffcl'rnt colors on Jnd ia paper of all denomi-
1rntions. Th e plate proofs in colors resembling th e issnr<l st:imps also are found 
011 Indi a papPl'. Th e 0111~ · dir prnofs knmrn m·r of mi nnnrrrptrd design , 
<·lassing th em ns essays. 

Tlw 1 prso is knmrn impe1·forate. Th r 10 crn1a,·os mid 5 pesos are known 
partially impcrforate. They are scarce. • 

Th e 5 cr ntarns in Yiol ct instr11d of blur. and th e JO cen1avos in blne instead 
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of slate are lithographed Telegraph stamps of the same design without the 
' · TELE GRA FOS · ' onrprint. The 5, 10, and 20 centaYos Telegraph stamps 
are reported to haYe been postally used. ·whether 01· not these were a genuine 
use is difficult to <l r termine. Jt is possihlc that postal use of Telegraph issues 
oecnrrrd during un antieipatrd shortages of postagr stamps at Y<ll'ious post officrs. 

4 
• 
~ • ~ • • 
~ 

-.....-..--... .................. ~ ... _ _J 
Fig . 8. 1891 Official Issue. 

B. Official Stamps (Scott Nos. 011-0 20) 

This set is interestin g because it is lithographed, as were the Telegraph 
stamps, although the contract bet"·een Nicaragua and the Hamilton Bank Notr 
Gompan.v stated that all stamps were to be steel engraved. 

lt is further intr r rsting to note that only the 1 centavo and the 2 centavos 
wen~ printed in sh rets of 100 stamps. Th e othrr denominations, in cludin g thr 
] <tml 2 centavos, " ·er e printr(l from two stones comprising 130 subjeets (10x13); 
rach stonr had fiy r <l r11ominations (srr Figs. 9 nnd 10) . Th erefore, the 1 and 
~ eentaYos were p1·inted on hrn different stones, fi rst srparatel~- with a l a~ront of 
100, aml again on t-lw 130-suhjeet stonrs. 30 subjrets of the 1 <'entan> a1·e seen 
at the bottom of Fig. 9, all! ! th e same for the 2 crntarns on the Pig. 10 stone. 
f•;xamini ng the plate layouts in Figurrs 9 and 10, it is obYiorn; that pairs of 
di fferent denominations m·e found sr-tenant and that blocks of four can hr 
found with four diffrrrnt drnominations. Rneh combinations are, howrYCl', 
rnrelv found toclav. 

kroeger cliffe1:entiatrs hrtwrrn a thin and nr~- thin paprr. Somr denomi­
nat ions exist on ly eith er on thin or Yer.v thin paper. In our opinion , the 
differ r nces brtwrrn th rsr t\ro kinrls of paper :'ll'r so minute that the? make 
srpan1te classifications umweessar~-, nnd enn hr ignored h~' spreialists. 

Small shade variations in the grrrn color can I><' notrd , ns well ns thiekrr or 
thinn er color application. 

\Vith tlw exception of thr 2 crnt aYos, th r rntirr se t· is lrnmrn to ex ist without 
thP on'rprint " FRANQCEO OFTCIATi. ·· Donhl P <n· poor!.'· centered ove1·­
prints ha,·e bee n found, as wr ll as othe1· t~·pes of misprints 1111cl smal l typo­
g-ra.phienl errors (for exampl e, th e won! "OFI CTAl J" missin g). 

'I'he1·e is only one perforation inegnlaJ"it~- known , the 2 erntiwos in horizon ­
tal pai1·s, imprrforate hetween . 
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50c 50 c s oc 50c 50c 20c 20c 20c 20c 20c 

soc 50c 50 c soc soc 20c 20c 20c 20c 20c 

50c soc 50c 50c soc 20c 20c 20c 20c 20c 

soc soc 50c 50c 50c 20c 20c 20c 20c 20c 

50c soc soc 50c 50 c 20 c 20c 20c 20c 20 c 

2p 2p 2p 2p 2p lOp lO p lOp lO p lOp 

2p 2p 2p 2p 2p lOu lOp lO p lO p lO p 

2u 2n 2n 2p 2p l Op lO p lOp lOp lO p 

2p 2p 2p 2p 2p lOp lOp lO·p lOp lOp 

2p 2p 2p 2p 2p lO p 10-p lOD 10'9 lO:;i 

le le le le le l e le le le le 

le le le le le le l e le le le 

le le le le le le le le le le 

Fig. 9. Printing layout of 130 (I Ox 13) for the I c , 20c , 50c , 2 P., and I OP. 

lOc l Oc lOc lOc lOc 5c Sc 5c 5c 5c 

lOc lOc lOc lOc lOc 5c 5c 5c 5c 5c 

lOe lOc lOc lOc lO c 5c Sc Sc Sc 5c 

lOc lOc lOc lOc lOc 5c 5c Sc Sc 5e 

lOc lOc lOc lOc lOc 5c 5c 5c 5c Sc 
Sp 5P Sp 5p Sp lp lp lp lp lp 

5p 5p Sp Sp Sp lp lp lp lp l p 

Sp 5p Sp 5p 5p lp lp lp lp lp 

Sp Sp s, Sp 5p lp lp lp ln lp 

5p 5p Sp 5p 5p ln lp lp lp lp 

2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 
2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 

2c .2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 2c 

Fig . I 0. Printin g layout of 130 (I Ox 13) for the 2c, 5c, I Oc , IP., and SP. 
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Fig . 11. The 1892 Regu lar Issue. 

Issue of 1892 

A. R egnlar Postage Stamps (Scott Nos. 10-19) 

lmporta11t paper differences of this issue arc not known to exist. The 
gum of the 10 ccntarns, usual]~· \\·hitc 01· colorless on the other values, always 
has a brownish tint. lt is difficult to tletermine ,,·het her different gum \\'m: 

used for th e 10 crntaYos, or " ·hrth rr excessive gum drtrrion1tion on remaining 
stock took place. 

Uolor shade differ ences are rather insignificant. The 1 centavo has a dark 
~·ello\\·-bro\\· 11 slrnd e, " ·hich is scnrce, as compared with the usual light yellow­
brom1 shade. Th e 5 cent a ms Yaries between dark blnc and blue. The form el' 
is more frequently found, \\·hilc the lntter comes on a slightly blue tinted papel'. 
Lea\'~' mentions the 50 ccnta \'os in purple and also dark 1nn·p ll' color shades. 
\VP, ho\\·(·1·er , find this (liffel'cncc to be Ycry minute. 

The mesh of the papr1· is hot'izontal, Ycry clear, and rasil." recognizcJ. 
Stamps of this issur also wrrc used on th e official New Year's greeting cards 

of the Postmaster Genrra l. 'l'hrsr stamps were 0Yerpri11tr<l "Rperimrn " \\'ith 
ii rubber Jrnndstamp. 

The f'JO rentarns is found plnm rolm·rd ins1w1 d of prn·pl<\ tlH• 2 prs<ls 111 
Yrl'll1ilion rnther thn11 gr een. 

In thr foot11ot<> 1o this issue, Rcott 's Cntnlog·ue mentions that .. Stamps of 
t l1e 1892 drsig'n wr r e printed in othe1· rolot·s tlrnn thosr listrcl and overprinted 
' Trlegrafos '. The le hlu!' , lOc cmrngr, We slatr, 50c plum and thr 2p vrrmilion 
ill'r Telrgraph stamps " ·h ich did not recei 1·c th e overp1·i11t. " 

;-\dditiona ll~" John L. Strnn b listed in his unpublished cata logue of Nica­
J'i1gn;1 a 2e hro\\·n, 5c green, 25c )·ello\\', a nd a lp blu e. These, likewise, are 
'l'rlrgl'nph stamps which fnilr(l to receive thr 01·rrprint. Nmw of these has been 
seen b~· 11s. All of these rnl'i;1tiolls of rolol' ha w th r O\'Cl'print· ·'Trlegrafos" 
omitted. 

Lc;w)- mi1int<1ins that seYernl denominations of 1hc 'l'el cgrnph stamps, among 
th(·111 thr 2 an cl ] 0 pesos clenom i11 atio11s, \\·rrc nsecl ns postage st;1mps. vVe have 
seen ropirs "·ith such use hut believe that, particularly in th e casr of the high 
denominations, they are c1emo11etized stamps with postd ated cancellations. It is. 
howr\'Cr, possihlr tlrnt n few Telegraph stamps had brrn used for l'rgnlar postagr . 
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'rhis issue lrns th e centaYos Yalucs imperforate, impel'foratc vertically, and 
i1 1 1wil's i111prl'l'orn.tr Yertically or ho1·izontally . It is doubtful that any of the 
hi ght•r p rso drnominations l eg-itirn atel~· r xist in a n imprrforat r or partiall~· im­
pc1·fonitl' eondition. 

Fig . 12. The 1892 Official Issue . 

B. Ofj'ici11/ /:) tamps (f:Jcott Nos. 0 21-0 30) 

'l'he eolu1· uJ tht'se is ycllow-hru11·11 " ·ith Jig·ht and dark shades. The lighter 
shades ate sea 1·cc'1·, c·xrcpt for th e 5 pesos, which we have seen only in light 
~·ello\\·-ln·own. 

The colo r or th e O\'Cl'] l ri 11t . whi ch is often badly i·egistered, Yarics betwce11 
d :u·k bhw ( most eomm o11J _,. sprn ) mHl medium blue. 

Some dt'nomi11;1ti o11s ;Jn' kmnrn " ·ith an invrrted overprint. Scott li ts th<' 
10 ccntaYos ( 0:2-!a ), 1 p eso, 2 pesos, and 5 pesos (027a, 028b, 029a). The 2 
pesos is l'ound \\·ith a douhk o\·erprint, the 2 centavos has a missing overprint ; 
tlwrP sl'<'111 t.o lw pairs o[ the 1 ce11t;1Yo with the overprint missing 011 ouc stamp. 

In <I foot 1101'1• ~cot.t 's Ca t;i Logue mentions the existence of the 1 peso without 
111«·rpl'int ;111d i11di<-;1tes that it ;1 1Hl the 2 centavos \\·ithout overprin t were not 
rrµ:ub1tl.'· isslll'd. ·we ha ,·c n eYel' seen th e 1 peso without overprint. 

Sont<' deno111i11atio11s, tht> 30 ccntarns and th e 2 pesos, exist imperforate. 
Th <" ] rPnt;11·0 ;llld 1'11 r 5 JH'sos al'e found 11·ith ve1·tical p airs, impcrforate between . 

1893 Issue 

, l. Uegnlar Postage Stamps (Scott Nos . 50-60) 

'L'he design sho\Ys the ma in part of the coat of a rms of Nicaragua with five 
111 011 11ta ins. a rising sun behind them, and Phrygian Cap (Fig. 13 ) . 

Kroeger ;11Hl Lcav.1· notf' eolor ,·ariations in some instances. vVe do not 
find it. neressar_,. to <listingnish bctwern color shades, hccansc the Yariations are 
so sl ii.di t. that rht'~· ean only be described with great <liffi cu lty. Only the 5 
1·1' 11 b1rns sho ul d ht' rnentionPd. beeause besid es the commonly seen dark blue 
<·ol or sh a 'Ir. we p ossess some copi es whid1 have a noticeably lighter blue shade. 
TIH' paper is usua l!~ · thin " ·ith a slight Yariation in thickness. The mesh of the 
paprl' ;1hrn."s is hori zontal. 

\\Tc tloubt th;1t these colOl' rnriat ions ;llld paper diffcrencrs indicate different 
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Fig . 13. The 1893 Regula r Issue . 

pl'in tings. 'l'h Pre \\'l' l'l' no r epl'ints of this issne. Th e 1 cen tavo blue instead of 
yellO\\·- brmn 1 and tlw 2 rPntaYos brown instead of Yermilion arr 'l' r legraph 
s1<1mps wi thout· the o,·p1·pl'in t, "'l'elegrafos . '' 

Some <·.()pi(•s of th<• 'l't •kµ:L'aph stamps of the issue :ire r eporl r<l to ha,·c h(' (' l l 

po,.;tall .\· ns<•d . 
P ar t ia ll.'· i lll] H·1·1'urnt e sta mp,.; of som e denom in a t.ions r x isl. S('ott l ists thr 

l C'<'ntarn (:\ () . :-lOa ) a nd G cent avos (No. G:Ja) as \'l'l' t ical pa irs, impetforate 
betwN•n ; th e 2 cent ams imper fo1·ate verti cally (No. Gla); :ind th e 2 centavos 
( ~o. :>lb) a nd 2 pesos as hori zontal pa irs (No. 58a ) , irnpel'forate lwt\\'een. 

'l'he J annnl',,., 1894 m1mber of the " Amer ican Jou rnal o[ Ph ilately" quoted 
a. Bul'Ope:rn 1·t•po1t . th at th r G centarns ex isted \\·ith p r1·for;1t-io11 1-t. inste:1d of 12. 
We h:1n' li t'\' (' ! ' SN' ll su<'h a ,·ar iety. 

Th e Postmaster GPneral again used th is set on his a nnual Ne,\· YPa t"s 
gTeeting rards for 1890. ~\ s \r erc the issues of 1891 and 1H92 th esr stamps were 
li nnd stnmpl'd " ·ith th r · ·Specim en '' overprint. 

B. Official S tamps (Sco tt Nos. 0 31-0 41) 

This consists of eleven dr nominations, unlike the other n•g-ul a t· sel'ies aml 
all t he previous Seebeck sets which had only tl' ll. F or the first t ime, a 25 
centavos denomination \HI S added. 

The colors rnnge from slate to black. Kroeger cites four color groups; 
lilac gray, slate, gray bl ack, :md hl ack. Also, he stated th at some denomin atio11s 
<"ome with diffr rent col or shades, \rhil c some haYc only one. After on r own 
t> x;1 min ation of extensi n~ materi a l on hand, we do not fin d Kroeger cor rect. H e 
lists the 10 centavos as black only, wh ile we found distin ct. color varieties, a 
slate and a black. Lea,·y, who only describes th ree col or vari et ies - gray, 
gray-black 1111d black - also describes various values in h is color groupings, 
which \\'l' re not ment ioned by K l'Oeger in his foul' color classifications. In 
;1ddition to the 10 centa Yos slate and bl ack p reviously ment ioned, we wish to 
poin t out anot her outsta ndin g color Yariat ion, that of th e 20 centa rns which 
~·onws in bot h ;t lilac-gray ;md in black. 

In asmuch as the four color groups of Kroeger exist, but are ,·ery difficult 
to identif~·, \\'l' prefer to dis1·egard them and to only admi t tha t slight differen t 
color shades 0xist. \Ve woul d like to add that the t rne lilac gray shades ar c 
scarce. 
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Fig. 14. 1893 Official Issue. 

Some clenom i11atiom; arc found " ·ith brokrn and tloubl c O\·c rprints. ( Scott 
mentions double ovcrpr i11 ts 011 th e I ce 11t a \·o, 2 crnt aYos, :) crnht\·os, and 2 P<'sos 
- Nos. 03111 , 032a, O::rna and 0 39a) . Some aJ'(' found \\·ithout ornrpl' int. 
("\Ve ha\·r scrn those J11<'11tio11<•d in th r Neot t footnot e; c. g-. - tl1 e 2 CP nta\"Os, 5 
centavos, 10 ('<'11ta\'os, 20 <·cnt a\'os , 25 c·rntavos, GO cr11taYos. and th<':) l)Csos ) . 
Tm·c1·ted O\"l' I'ptints arc kno\\"11 011 th e G ccnt aYos, 10 ccntasos, GO (·<·11tavos, 1 
peso, 2 pesos, iJ and 10 pesos ( 8cott Nos. 033a, OH-ta, 037 a, 038a to 0-l LJ ) . 
We kno\\" or 110 u11nsual 1ie1· 1'orati011s, except th e 1 ccntaYo Yc1t ical pair , 
impcdo rat r lw t\\' C'<' ll , a lso listed by Scott (031c) . 

(To Be Continued) 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y . 10016 

1967 Officers 
ll l'rh<•rt P. Woodward 

Philip f>ih·er 

I·'. Burto11 ~<· lil:r s 

ll u ward H. L ee 

Class of 1967 
J-L J. Bloch 
,J. R. Boker, Jr. 
>Ir~ . L. B. Dale 
R. L. Graham, Jr. 
A. H. Higgins 
H.P. Woodward 

Governors 

Class of 1968 

E. D. Cole 
F. B. Sellers 
P. Silver 
I. M. Yarry, D. D.S. 
Howard B. Lee 

Trustees 

Pre~iden t 

_Vice-F res'iclent 
.S ecretary 
Trea~nrer 

Class of 1969 
:Mrs. R. D. Ehrenberg 
H . M . Gooclkind 
H. D. S. Ilaverbeck 
N . S. Hubba rd 
M. G. 0 'Reilly 
S. R. Rice 

:\frs. Louise B. Dale Hemy M. Goodkind H. D. S. Haverbeck 
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Denmarli. 
The First Essays With King Frederik ' 'II 
and Mercury Head D·esigns 

By Stig Andersen 

His tori cal R.eview 

Ahout eightC'('H 111011th s hdorr tlw introdu('t ion of' posl;q.(·<· st amps in J 85 l 
in Dr n111;1!'k . M. vV. l•'r1·slr\\', a n e11gn1ser a !l(l p u1 ·\·<'yor to tht> f{oyal C' ourt, at 
t hr 1·rqurst of 1\ 1. 'I'. C'. Bal'thold~- . th e thrn 111;111ager of' thr l'oot post officr . 
drsi g nt>d two st;1mps - onr \rit h thr coat of ;11·111s of' D(' nlll;ll'k. tlw othrl' " ·ith 
King l•'rr d erik VTl . Tlw snhj ect of the hrn drsigns 11·<' l'e s1qi·gpstP(l h~- J\li '. 
n artholcl\', 

011 .No\'<'1nbt>l' I . IH-J.!l . th rse 1n•1·e >wn t. to ( 'o u11\ l l;1nn esk iold -:--l ;1 111so\'. 
l lil'('('IOI' UP IH'l 'ill or l'ostal s(' l'l' ices. m; r r qll ('S(rrl h.1· his lrttl' I' of Orto be l' 13. 
11'-HJ. '\Vith his l r tt<' I' ('11elosi11g· the essa ~· s. :\Ir. Barthold.1· 1·('comlll(' tHl l'd t h e 
adoption or th e design l'('])l'('Srnti ng the coat of Ul'lll S of D rn mill'k heea nsr '' the 
on e " ·ith II.M. the Kin g· is morr rxp ensiYe, ;:i ncl must hr altr r rcl in (·;1s<' of ('h;i11g1' 
ol' kin g, a nd thr cop irs p1·oduced th en must hr cl rs tro.1·rd .' · 

'l'he des ign s sulm1itt('d \\'rre not adopted. But a JH'tH.: il skt'\(· h 011 th e hack 
o[ one of th rm ( pn'st1111ahl.\- d l'all'll b~- Cou nt l) :i n nrsk iold -Samsdl' ) rough l~ ­
ont I in ed tlw 11111i n sul>j\•ct (Fi g. 1) , \\'hi ch later \ras i11 co l'po1·1itt'd in the• <lesign 
of th e fii·st I l;rn islt post ag·t' stamp, Fire (fom· ) RR.S. ( 8rott No . ~ ) . 

Fig . I. The pencil sketch dr awn on the back of 
o ne of the essays . 

1'he d enomin at ion on this firs t stamp onl y «OtTesponded to that o.t: th(' 
l\in g<lom of D enmark's cu 1·1·(•nc.1· \1·ithout an.\- designation of its face Yalu e in 
( :e rnwn cmTen ey. This 11-;1s se 1 · (' l'd~- cl'iti c iz(•d hy some p eoplr in the Dnchi ('s 
ol' S les11·ig Holste in a nd Laue nhurg. 

On 1h r high ('I' lr\·r l, it \1·as desirrd to rtad rarnrnhly to such eritiris111 . 
~ I 1-. l·'<> rsl r \1· 11-;1s req1H's1l•d to insert the dPnorninatio11 both in D anish and in 
ll <• r·m n n tunen e,\· on t IH' ' Ski II i11 g sta 111 p , 1r he n t h r Dirt>do r· l+en er a l of Postal 
S c n ·ices had assign ed lo )Ii '. l·'el'slr1r thr d r signing ol' th e st;1mp. A n ew ..J. 
Skillin g stamp 1rns a lso l'equ<•sted , like,1·ise h111·in g th r fnre n 1lue in both 
J)a11ish arnl Geniian cu1Tr 11 cies. 

Bel'or e h e could complet r thr a ssiµ;11111 ent , Mr. J<~e 1·sl<• 11· died in .April, 1852, 
011 l.1· 51 ~·e:i rs old .. 0 n :i\ 1 a~- -t, 1 S!'i2, his \\'i<lo11·, M1·s. Lm;srn ia 'F' r l'sle11·, sent her 
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Fig . 2. The two essays of 1852. 

late lmslrnnd 's essays, "·ith the Kin g Frrclrrik \TTT ;ind Men.' lll',\' (l rs igns. to th r 
l)i rertor Genernl of P osta l Sen-ices. 

For some unkn o\\·n reason, these cssa,,·s " ·r 1·e not snh111itted lo t h<' l\ IinistN 
of Finance until t\\·ch-c months l:iter, on Jun e l.J., 1H!'i3. ' l'lw n l'onl' da,vs lat<' 1·, 
on Jun r 1 th , the Ministel' annou nced that there \\'<IS no 1wl'd o r issuing ;111 R 
Skilling stamp, because such a clrnomination would not lw in nceonlm1cr \\·it Ii 
the P ost Office Act. ~o objection or crit icism was raised , eith rl' h~· the Di rector 
< :cnern l of Postal Senicrs orb~· the Minister of Pinancr, nga inst thr choice of 
drsigns. 

Th e clcsign \\·ith the hust of King Frederik YII is harcll~· tlistinguislrnhlr 
from that on the D anish coin , 1 Sil ver Rigsbankdaler, " ·hich " ·as struck in 18..J.9. 
The other with Mercury " ·carin g the " ·ingccl hat, does not seem to d iffer much 
from the H ermes H ead coins of Greece. r\ crrtain caut ion seems to haYe hce11 
rxer cised in the choice of subjrcts. In all probabilit~·, the Dirrrt01· Urnrrnl of 
Postal Services, Count Dannrskiold-Sa msf)e, se lected tlw designs . 

.An id ea, prevailing up to the present, that thr reason " ·h? the design " ·ith 
the king's head was n ot used " ·c regard as a miscon ception. .ft ''"'s lwli<'''<'d t lrnt 
there ' ms objection to having thr king's face ''cancellrcl ·· or mmT<'<l in an~· wa~-. 
Al so, it \\·as rnmorecl that the l\Icrcnr~· hend des ign 'ms discnrdf'd lH'c;iuse it 
caricatured Countess D onn er, the king 's consol't. 'l'his seems to lw rnt irrl ~· 
" ·ith out fou nd ;i tion. 

It seems more reasonable to <iccount for the reason why t he d rs igns fo1· the 
stamps " ·ere not aCC'(•pted " ·as due to stra in ed r elntions hetwrrn the nirrctol' of 
the P ostal Senices, Count D anneskiold-Samss;Je, and the Minister of Finance at 
that time, Count ("of the Empire ") 'Wilhelm Sp onn ecl;:. ~11" J<'<,1·slc\\·, 11 H• 
<lesignel', as well as Cou nt Danneskiolcl-Samsf)e, if the.'· had br(' n ;man· of an ,,· 
objections to usin g the kin g's fac1· on a sta mp, <:r1·1 n in l~· wou Id 11ot 11<11'!' sn l>­
mitted <1 design " ·ith this in 1852, " ·hen it h acl a ll'r11d~· hren l'('jec t·ed in 18..J.D. 

Th e l\ lini stc1· of l<'inance <l iff('1 ·rd with the Jli1·1'e t«> r ( :1•1w1·;i l 01· Post;il 
S<:'l'l'iC('S. 'l' lw rol'lll(' I' thought thnt decisions Oil thr issn;lll<"l' or Ill' \\' st;inips 
should lw lllildr h~· his ministr~r . Count n ann eskiold-S;imsih· Jll'Ol!'Stl'd in rn i11 
that t·hc post<1l <lllthm·itics 11·c1·c bette1· qualified to select t"lw d rs ig·11s ro1· 11 r11· 
postag;e stm11ps and determine thei1· face Yalues. 

Fm·thcrmore, scYcnt l appli cations for a new 8 ~killing stn 111p l1 ;id IH '<' ll 
111ad<' hv the l\l erclrn nts Clui ld. But eYer-Y time thev \\·r1·e suh n1itt('d to 11H' 
':\linist<' ;. of ]<'inanre, thr? were refused . · · 

A New F ina nce Minister 

J\frs. l•'cl'slcw Hnd Count Da nn cskiol d-Sams<ic d rc id rcl to lrt 111nt tr1·s 1·1'st 
11 n t i I the 1·c 111 ight he a chan ge to a less rigid pol icy. 'l'h is h <1p p<• 1wd n ft pr Reg11m· 
W estrn hol z snccecclrd Count Sponncrk as Ministr1· of Pirnrnre in D ecem lwr. 
l 8!'i9. 

Hml'('Ye1·, accord in g to a r eport of a parli;inwnt;i1'.v delrnl<>, it IH'<'illll e ol>1·ions 
to cvc1'.vbody that the appointm ent of the Ministe r ol' Vinmwr 11-;1s onl~· 11 pol it"i c;i] 
n1 ovc, hrcausr l\Ir. ' Vestcnholz, on account of fai lin g h ra lth , umong oth rr reasons. 
did not 'rnnt· to he a minister, but "wonl<l makr this sac1·ifire · · 1111dr1· till' rxist in g 
C' ircnmstance" 
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frs. Ferslew now smY a chance to haYe her husband's design used. In 
the first place, the new Minister of Firnrnce did not interfere with the postage 
stamp policy of the Director General of Pasta l Fle1·Yires: in the io;econd place, 
he was a personal friend of King Frederik VII. 

The old designs with Frederik YII :rnd M(' t·rmy from 1852 had been 
hurriedly engraYed. Sheets of t\\·ehe " ·ith both tlw King 's and 1\Irrcm'.'"s head 
" ·rre printed and sent to Count Dan nesk iold-811 msyie. 'l'lw orig'inal 1852 size 
of the sheet with sixteen copirs each, was proba bl,,- rh1111gwl hc!'11 usc of eurrenc~­
L'equirements. Tweh·e stamps at 8 Skilling- rach " ·c• 1·r eq11i,·alrnt to 1 Rigsbank­
daler, and 4 Skilling to 1/2 Rigsbankclaler. Dm1htl rss, it \\·ai;; th<' Dirrrtor Grn­
rra l who suggestrd this n ew size of 8hrrt. 

There arc mnn~- indications that J\fr. \Yeslrnl1olz 111·,·p r h11d had tlw pssa.Ys 
submitted to him, while he \Yas J\Iinister of Fi111111rr. hrrnnsr hr rrtir01l on 
Frbruary 24, 1 60, aftrr onl~r 71 clays in office. 

Surely, Mr. ·w estrn holz '8 resignation 1rns a grrn t cl isappointmrnt to ~ 1 rs. 
F erslew. But e,·iclently it did not deter h er, becmrne she hnd some morr shrrts 
with hoth of hr1 · hushnncl 's designs printrd in thr s1in1<' ycat'. 1'lt<' qmrntity. 
this tim e \\' ilS ahont 650 sheets of each denomination, printed 011 a lith og1·aphi1· 
iio11·cr p1·0ss. This differed from the fh·st printing in 1860, somr :iO sltrrts, 11·hirh 
we1·0 prin1ed on a hancl press. This seems to irnlirnte that 1\Ii·s. l•'crsle11· clid not 
in tend to send thr nsnal fe11· sample sheets onl~- to thr l>i1·rrto 1· ( :rnrrnl, lrnt 
that sornr othcl's also " ·onl<l haYe an opportnn i t~- to st11tr tltri1· op inions. I 11 
this way, more cou ld bring pressure on the then n ew Ministrr. C. J<;. l•'rng01., 
c·lti el' physician , uni1·ersit~- prnfessor and general practitionrr. 

Another M inistry Change 

J\Irs. Ferslcw was not sncce88ful. The reason giYen was that Pl'ofrssor 
Pcnger ha<l rnol'e prrssing rnat"tcrs needing his nttrntion tha11 stamp drsigns. 

Fig. 3. A sheet of the 1852 King Frede rick VII essays. 
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Fig . 4. Sheet of I b with the 1852 Mercury Head essays. 

But a more likely explanation is that he was not Yery -friendly disposed tow:ircls 
the Duchies of Sleswig Holstein and Lauenburg. Consequently, he found it 
unreasonable to comply with th eir demands for postage stamps also " ·ith Gernrnn 
currency face values. Incidentally, this problem had heen alread~· solved in 
1854, with the issue of the 4 Skilling stamp, where on both the drnomination and 
the lateral letterings had been abbreviated, so that the~' cou ld hr 1·r:Hl ns r ithc1· 
German or Danish (Scott No. 4). 

At the same time, some people were complaining bec:iusc the clenorninatio11 
on the stamps did not stand out distinctly enough. Then'forc, it wns contrm­
plate<l to issue some new stamps, on wh ich the designation ol' thr Yn iw' ;111d the 
r est of the inscriptions should be more conspicuous. In addition, they should he 
perforated. Also, preliminary experiments had been mad e to srt' if S\\·r<l cn \; 
Count Sparrc 's punching machine could be used fol' perforating l);rnish stnrnps. 

H. Olrik, an :irtist, was entrusted with the task of designing thr nrw stnrnps. 
By a letter. datrd Scptrrnbr1· 15, 1862, the design for t h-r lRo-1- issu <' wns <1p ­
proved. 

Mrs. Fcrslrw must ha,·r been a\\'nre of th e fact that :in issnr 01· 111'1\· stn111ps 
was hcing contemplated , hrr:inse in 1862, she oner ag:i in srnt in hrr l\:i11 g's ht•ad 
;rnd Mercury essa~'S to the Director General of Postal Srnirrs. '!'his t irn c thr 
lmrclag·c was printrd by a newl,,·-made engrnYing, hut thr drs ig11 illl<l the 
inscriptions still were made from the old 1852 engra \'ing. 

,1\ ccording to Berger-Lc\Tault & Sohn: ' ·Beschrribung· der bis jrtzt hekann­
ten Briefrnarken," Strasbourg, 1864, the quantit>' printed \\' as 1,200 sheets 
with 20 stamps to a sheet. It can be assumed tlrnt a suppl» as large as this 
was not intended for the approval of the Director General ;ilonr. Possibly Mrs. 
Fcrslew also sent some other important persons each one shrrt. It- is r ea sonable 
to assume, for instance, that each member o-f the Mcrch:ints ' Guild likewise 
received a sheet from her. The existence abroad of so many copirs from this 
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Fig . 5. The 1852 essay without burelage . 

snppl~· serms to confirm this assumption. 
Thr rssays " ·ere not adopted th is last time r ither, perhaps fol' the reason, 

among others, that Mrs. Ferslew "\Yas not aware of thr revisions requirrd with 
I he nr"· stamps. 

l\'Irs. Ferslc"· certainl~- "\ms pel'sistrnt in tc·.ving to h11w her Jrnslrnnd 's 
<!(•signs <Jdopted for use on Drnmark 's postage stnmps. Tt is due to her attempts 
in doin g this tlrnt Rhe had nnnngrd to han' RlH'h a largr <iuan1it.'· of Rheets witl1 
her husband's essays printrd. 

'l'hese samplr sheets bn-e brcome the source of a large supply of essay~· 
with two different designs of early Danish stamps for philatelists all over the 
\1·orlc1. One finds them in manv collections. So that theY nwv be bette1· 
nnd rrstood and identified, now follows a detnilcd description ~f earh imliviclu;i l 
rRsn~- of the designs made b~, Mr. Ferslew. inrluding somr conntrrfrits thn1 
lntr1· \\"Crr made of them. 

The Two 1852 Essays 

Note: All fonr pri11ti11_qs are imperforote, nr1 11·ofer111ork. ?IO qum . a11r7 

come 011 fairly heo.vy papPr. 

Th e Frederik VII essa~r was printed by a hand press in sheets of 16. 
Characteristics: (Fig. 2 left ) joined framelines - the most distinctiYe mark of 
this printing. The period brtween "RBS" and "21/z" has become an oblique 
colon. The " M: " in "F .R.lVI.," is pointed where the two obli que strokes mret . 
Th e lower shading on the neck ends towards the nape in t\1·0 brown spots. 
Bnrelage: thick, green ish blue lines. Color: clear, soft reddish brmrn . 

. lfei·cnry (Fig. 2 right ). Like aboYe except for the "l\f '' in "F.R.M. " 
nrnl the shading on the neck. [ n addit ion, thrrr is onr in k st11in , likf' 11 spot. 
01·r1· the " S " in "POST ." 

Acc-orcling to Berger-l 1r\Tault, three sheets \re1·e pr in ted, i.e. , -rn c-op i(1s of' 
l'i!l•h denomination. But t his cannot be because r onc-e Sill\" SOllll' (•Opies of tlw 
l,'1·ec'l erik VII essa ~·s with number 41. l\'Iany rnust hnw h('l'll lost tluring tlw 
«Olll"~e of time, to which must he added those copies \rhich re111<1i11 in colledions. 
It rnay be possibl e, and eYen probable, that the t ln·ee sheets l'de1· only to thos(' 
1rithout burelage. But th ese were, of cou rse, only 111 ea nt to show how tlw 
l)]"own color would look without the disturbing burclage (see Fig. 5). 

The theory that the stone 's layout \ms 48 ( 4x16 ) is l'<'pudiated b.'· printing· 
t ec-lmic-ians. It can be concluded, howCYe1-, that the suppl~- did not exceed 2!i 
shed'-', hrrm1se 11 largr1· amount than that werr not print-rd on " hand 1wrss. 

Fig. 6. The two 1860 Type I essays. 
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Fig . 7. Sh ee t of 12 with the King Frederik VII 1860 Type I essays . 

~.\l so , th e color intl' nsit:· of t lw prin t in g- <loes not indicate that la1·gl' quantit:· 
or sh eets \\"('l"l' p1·i11ted . Virrnll y, thr J)ircrtor U<' ll en1 l of Postal Sr1T iccs d id 
not rcquii·e more than 1;) or ~O shrets o[ each dc11omi11at io11 for his purposes. 
(See Figs. 3 and -! ) . 

Fig. 8. Sheet of 12 with the Me rcury Head 1860 Type I essays. 
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Fig . 9. The two Type II I 8b0 essays . 

1860 Essays Type 

These were printed by a hand press in sheets of 12 (sec Figs. 6, 7 and 8). 
Characteristics: The stamps are separated, each having its ov,;n framelinc. 
Burelage: thick, pale blue lines. Color: light dull brown , without r ed. 
The King 's neck shading· ends without the two brown spots of the 1852 printing. 

B erger -L evrault stated the 1860 quantity to be 700 sheets of each denomi­
nation. Evidently, no distinction was made as to whethrr they were printed 
by a hand or by the lithographic power press. 

Those prin ted by a hand press must not have hrcn more than GO sheets of 
each denomination . The scarcity of copies from this suppl.'· supports the thror.'· 
o[ a very small quantity. 

1860 Essays Type 11 

These were printed by the lithographic ]JO\\"l'I' lJl'PSS in sht'cts or 12 (sec 
l<' igs. 9 and 10 ) as tlw 1860 Type I. Chan1cll-1·isti«s : < 'olur : a dull dark 
brown. Kin g Fn·<lc1·ik VII: a clear , round spot besid l' th e l'<i 1'. 'l'h!· !'.'' <'bH1\\' 
i: a thick, sh01·t linl' . Deta ils ur th e beard , cumplctdy rnissi11g. 

i\Icrclll',\": Shadings 011 neck, crude and coarsl' . Th e eyc· 01'lt · 11 covered 
with ink. Ucnc1·ally, the eopies appear technically imperfect, the fin er mi::incc·s 
of shadin g an<l insc1·iptio11s being lost. Th ere is every indication that this is the 
printing \\·hi ch B crgcr -L(•\Tault termed "Nachdruek, " a later printing m· 
r eprint. 

No compl ete sheet of Mercury 1860, Type LI, has been found. 
The quantity is belicYcd to be approximately 650 sheets of each Yalue. 

Fig. I 0. King Frederik VI I I 8b0 Type 11 essays in sheet of 12. 
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Fig. 11. The two I 8b2 Printing 's essays. 

1862 Printings 

Printed by the lithographic power press in sheets of 20 with 10 of King 
Frederik VII on the left and 10 Mercury on the right, arranged with four copies 
iu each of five horizontal rom.; (see Fig. 12 ). Characteristics: Each copy has 
<t complete frameline. Burelage: New engraving, thin, dark blue lines- the 
most distinctirn mark of th is pl'int. Color: faint rrscmblance to the 1852 
printing, but much paler. 

itlercitry without the ink stain (burr ) over the .. S" in ·'POST." No 
colon between ' 'RBS" and "114." 

J(ing Frederik Y TI . No spot beside the ea r. :Neck shading like that of 
1860 Essay Type I. 

Pairs from the center of the sheet come se-tenant, which is typical of a 
machine print. The quantity according to Bergrr--Leuault, is 1,200 sheets, \rhich 

Fig . 12. Sheet of 20 having both designs from the I 8b2 Printing 's essays. 
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Fig . 13 . Four exa mple s of counte rfeit s. 

s('l'Jns 1 o he• ('Ol'l'ect. 
"In ;111 n1'1i('IC ll\· Alfred J acobsen in the " Nordisk l<' il ate li st isk Ticlsskrift' ' 

nr N(• p1c•1nlwr 20, 191~. hr drscribed these essa:·s <JS '' n:vtr.vks.,. Th is tl'an sl ate~ 
in English as l'('pr ints, " ·hich wr belicYe is \\Tong. Th ese ;1rr r ssa: 's of des igns 
for s1alllps 1h <lt " ·ci·r not issnc<l , or rejected designs. Consrqnrntl:-. ;1s yn·r­
\·iousl: · destrilwd , 1 lw l"o ll(ming sho,,·s the d iffel'rnt t:·1ws: 

1. 18:)2 printing \\·ith (Figs. 2-3-4 ) and without bul'e lag(' ( l<' ig. !) ) 

» 1H60 p1·i11ting- 'l'ype I (Figs. 6-7-8) 
:l. 1860 pl'in1ing '1',q1e II ( l<'igs. 9-10 ) 
.+. 1HG2 prin1ing- (Figs. 11-12) 

Quantiti es Know n 

Xo rcc:onls l'Xist stat i 11g 1 h e exact quantities printed of th e Fersle\\· essays. 
Cons ultation 'rith the lrad in g Danish specialists offer an opinion that the follow­
in g quant ities arc likely to exist : 

1. 1852 printing without burelage . .. 48 of each denomination 
with bm·clagc ... 400 of each denomination 

'> 1860 pl'inting Type I ... 600 of each denomination 
3. 1860 prin t ing Type 11 ... 7 ,800 of each denomination 
.+. J 862 J1l'intinµ: ... 12,000 ol' each <il'nornination . 

Counterfe its 

Arou 1Hl the turn of th e ('.Cntury, co unterfeits appeared. Th el'e ar c twelve 
diffen'nt. ones. All are so crudely printed that they should not deceiw. Nrvri·­
theless, thry haYe appeared in col lectious, being considered genuine postage 
stamps. Four ol' the coun t r rl"cits are illustrated in Fig. 13. ·w e are sure tha1 
a n,\·onr comparing them \\·ith the original F ers]e,\· rssa,\·s \\·ill not br drrrivrd . 

Acknowledgem ents 

I wish to express m:· thanks to the firm of .A.age Recldcrsr n , stamp cJ ea lel'. 
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<l lHI ~ l e l'C'lll'.'- for this articl('. r\l so, I am indebted to l\lr. II . l\I. J ensen, Pos1 
<Jffke Imqwct01" \\·ho helped me locate ce1·ta i11 nrchiYes describing the historic 
c•\·<•nt s. Aml finall.'- , m:· tlrn nks to th e editor of t he COLLECTORS CLUB 

i·111 1,A'l'Jo:1,1sT, Mr. H em·.'- l\I. Uooclkind, who so conscientiously edited th e 
.. English" 'niting of a rn ernbr1· in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
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The Clubhouse 
New Z ealand Classic Stamps 

August 2, 1967 

The Stephen G. Rich Memorial Meeting Room has been empty every yen l' 
from about the middl e of Jun e until th e middle of Septembel'. Not only is there 
a summer recess of the club's r egular meetings, hut the Stml~· Cll"Oups using th e 
meeting room also take a summer Yacation. 

This year 'ms an exception. On August 2nd, there " ·as an outstanding 
display and lecture of Ne"· Zealand 's classic issues along with proofs and essa~rs 
hy our member , Mr. Marcel C. Stanley of ·wellington, N. Z. Returning from 
Europe to his home, Mr. Stanley stopped off for a few days in New York City. 

Because of this t iming, it was unfortunate that parts of this great collection 
rould not haYe been scheduled as one of the regular Collectors Club meetings. 
But to arrange that those in New York City last summer could view this collec­
tion, two of our study groups asked permission of the club's Board of Governors 
to hold a special meeting on August 2nd ; this was granted. 

Announcement had been mad e about this special meeting to be staged by 
th e combin ed efforts of th e British Empire Study Group ancl th e Essay-Pron[ 
Society at the club's Jun e 7th meeting, to which all Coll ectors Club members 
were i rwi ted. A number attended including President H erbert P . ·w oodward 
;1nd the COLLECTORS CLUB PHTLATELIST's edit~r . On this hot summ er night, the 
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Mr. Marcel C. Stanley of Wellington , New Zealand 
standing before one of his frames d is playing his 
collection on August 2, 1967. (Photo by Bo utrelle) 
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meeting room was very well filled. 
The Marcel C. Stanley collection of New Zealand is superlative. Those, 

who Yisited Washington , D. C. in 1966, should remember it. It won a SIPEX 
gold medal. The year befor e in Vienna, Austr ia, it also gained a WIP A '65 
gold medal. This year in H olland, it won tlw hest-in-show, AMPHILEX 's 
·'(}rand Prix cl 'H onneur. '' 

Because this was not a regular Collectors Club meetin g, the usual detailed 
report " ·ill be omitted. Also, it was repor ted in a number of American stamp 
newspapers, according to a press r elease sent out by the British :Empire Study 
Group's Richard S. Wilson. HoweYer , in view of this u nusual occasion and the 
\\·onderful exhibit, a shor t mention of the night of Angnst 2, 1967 at the Coll ec­
tors Cluh seems Yery much in place. (H.M.G.) 

The following have qualified for membership in The Collectors Club and have 
been duly elected by the Board of Governors: 

5232 Thomas P . Campbell, J r ., White Plains, N. Y . Coll ects Canada and 
Uni ted States. 

fi233 Morton S. Sellner, New York, N. Y. Collects Uni ted States, Uni ted 
Nations, Scandinavia, Central Europe. 

5234 David Krauss, Dall as, Tex. Collects Souveni r Shrets, Tta l~· , Non-Scott 
Items. 

G23fi Joseph F . Chamberlin , Los Angeles, Calif . Collects United States, Great 
Britain, Greece, ·w estern Europe. 

5236 Edward Y.l. Metzger, J r. , Racine, Wisc. Collects covers. 
fi237 Hartley Smith, Find l a~', Ohio. Collects F indlay P ostal Histor y, Man­

chukuo, Czechoslovakia. 
5238 A . L. Tobias, Los Angeles, Calif. Collects Confederate States, Ryukyus, 

Bhutan, Mexico, Art on Stamps. 
5239 Quentin R. W olff, fryin g, Tex. Collects United States. 
5240 Thomas J . O'Sulli van , Orange, Conn . Collects United Rtatrs Pionrrr 

Air Mail. 
1967 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Meetings convene at 8 p. m . 

November 15th - Canada - Large Queens on cover- Robert W. 
Lyman, Marblehead, Massachusetts 

December 6th - U11 i.t.ed StatPs air mails- P hili p Silver, New York 
Ci ty, N. Y. 

December 20th - BOA RD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSf; 
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Bool~ Reviews 
The United States Postage damps Of The 19th Crrlfnry (Vols. JI arid III) b~r 
Lester G. Brookman, published (1966 ) by Lindquist Publicat ions, Inc. 153 
\VaYcrl~, Place, New York, N. Y. 10014. (Th e second and thir<l of a set of 3 
Yolumes). Volume II - Issues of 1861-1882, 336 pagrs. Tllustra ted . Volume 
TII - Jssnrs of 1882-1888, 272 pagrs. Illustratrd . Pri ce $30. for the set. 

The second and third Yolumes ol' the newl.v revised. books originall y were 
issued in 1947 in two volumes. (Sec reYiew of Volume I in c m ,LECTORS CLUB 

P m LATELTST, May 1967, P age 166 ). 
Th ese two Yolumes are reYisccl and enlar ged, as was Volume I , with some 

new information and many more illustrations. Unfortunately, some of the 
previous errors in the original edition have not been corrected. 

But before a critique is made, it must be stressed that if a n~' collector and 
dealer of United States matcri::i l inquires about available literature, the Brook­
man 19th century books arc th e ones that should be first recommended. The 
rrrors and omissions, compared to the useful and accurate informat ion, are few, 
and not too consequent ial to offsrt in th e least the grc::it oYcrall Ya lue of this 
work. 

Volume II 

The August issue of Scott numbers 55 to 62 r eceffe insufficient treatment 
in the book. A statern rnt that ''their market Yalue lrns taken a tremendous 
drop" is co1Trcted in Volume JII. In th e 1968 Scott C::italoguc, the price of 
the l e (No. 55) is raised from $4,500. to $6,000. and the 12c (No. 59) from 
$16,000. to $20,000. Regardl ess of wh::it th e author thinks of them, they are 
coll ected ns rare and valuable stamps . 

.As in Volum e I , unused stamps, color shades and blocks arc somewhat 
neglected, whereas used stamps and cowrs ar e illustrated and written about in 
detail. In the r egular issue of 1 61, there is a 2c Black J ack with a "Steamer 
10 " cancellation illustrated. This certainly is a qucstiorn1ble i1cm , and some 
of the cover with this cancellation are not entirely above suspi cion. 

Th e gri ll ed issues arc exhausti,·ely w1·itten about in 12 rhaptcrs - perh aps 
more tlrnn they deserTe; but the.'· are difficult stamps. Mr. Brookman is a n 
cn1 thori t~· on th em, so that it is \\·ell that the~' arc diRcussrd in depth . Jn 
con trast, the Yen' popular and Yer~· interestin g 1869 issurs occ·up_v onl~' one 
chapter. More U.S . specialists are inter ested in tlwse th an thr grill ed stamps. 

Volume III 

Jn this Volnrne, aga i11 11m1sccl stamps arc not w1·ittc11 a bout in depth. Th e 
Columbi an 4c blue "error of color " (Scott No. 233a ) r epeats what \\·as written 
in the original edition, i. c. "one enor pmw \\·as found b~· J. V. P ainter of 
Cleveland, Ohio. " Th ere CL'rtainl~· were more than this one - SL'\'eral used 
copies not with identifiabl e CIC'\·eland cancellations are kno\\·n. A plate number 
and imprin t strip of four is knmrn with the number " Dl " 11s \\·ell as the strip 
with tlw " D17 " noted. 'l'herefore, at least two sheets of 100 did exist (200 
eopies). Rr,·cral nnnsrd hlorks are known in ad<lition to the ones mentioned 
in 1hiR hook. 

'J'lw i·r-issues 11ml special p1·i11tings ar e all grouped and 'nittr n about i11 
one chapte1· (VIII ) . 'l'h e authoi· suggests that thc.v Rh on k l br separated and 
listed by themselves rather than by i,;su es. Some clo not coll ect them at all , 
hut oth ers do. Most collectors, who specialize in United States issues, want the 
re-issues and special printings. This reYiewer bcl ic,·es that thr~r should be 
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C'atalogued as they are now. The 1 61, 1 69 and some of the Banknotes are 
known used (much scarcer than unused) and on CO \'C'r, also in unused blocks: 
nil should haYe been noted. Also, the 2c and lOc J861 l'c-issues, which were 
p1·intC'd from ne\\· plates, can be positiYely identified h.v p late marks. Possibly 
this, too, applies to the le. 5c and 12c as " ·ell , hrrm1SC' tllC'y wrl'C' printed from 
nC\\. plates. 

Despite some errors and omissions as mentioned <lhO\·e in these three 
Yolumcs, the~· arc by far th e best and most useful hooks O il 19th Ccntur~· United 
States sta mps. A tremendous amount of work and study is printed here for 
all to learn from th eir study and use. The author has mad e a great contribution 
h~· C'ompi ling all this inform ation. If you arc int rr C'stcd in United States 
stnmps, th csr hooks arc i·ccommcndrd. ( E .D .C.) 

Th e Posfogc Stamps of Great Britain. Pnrt One. The Imp l'rforatc L i11 e-E11-
grM'!'d I ssues by J . B . Seymour and Clive Gardiner -Hill. Third Edi t ion. 336 
pages ( 51h" x 81/2 " ) . Photo and line illustrations. Puhlish rd hy and obtn in­
n hl c :from 'fhc Royal Philatelic Society, London , 41 Devonshire Pl ace, r_,ondon, 
W.1, England. Price 50/ - ($7. U.S.); de luxe edition 6f> / - ($9.10 U.S .). 
Postage extra. 

l~ dited by the late John E aston, this is a third edition of Part One of thr 
classic textbook by J . B. Seymour \\·hich first appeared in l 934. It lulS been a 
·'must'· for eyer.\· sc1·io11s student of Great Britain's firs t stamps cnr since. Its 
<·ontents nrc limited to an introduction of the linc-engraYcd issues nn<l mntcri al 
Oil tllC' impcrfornte one penny and two pence stamps. 

'l'he first eel ition m1s based on the German" Koh I Bricfrn arkcn Ilanclbuch," 
\\·hi ch appea red serially, beginnin g in 1923, in Gernrnn, \\·ith Dr. Herbert Munk 
11s editor. l\Ir. Seymour supplied the information for th e Great Britain section 
and helped in its preparation. 

Our own Collectors Club acquired the English translation r ights to tl1c 
.. Kohl H andbuch ''; sections appear ed in the COLLECTORS CLUB PIIILATELIS'l'. 
The portion dealing with Creat Britain, however, was considered to be of such 
importance that Th e Royal Philatelic Society, London , was offered a nd accepted 
the rights for the English edition, and Mr. Seymour pro,ided much new material. 

Om1ers of earlier ed iti ons will be interested to know that there arc now 
678 ll P \\. illustrations p1'epa1·rd b.v .A. R. Butler. Also n e\\. to this ('tli t ion a rc 
l'rprocluctions of six of th e ·wright a nd Crecke plate and paper diagrams \\·hich 

11 J'(' not 11ow gcnrra 11.Y aY11 il11 ble to co llectors. 'rlw.'· arc co ntained on three 
tl'cble-page sized, double-s id ed sheets and arc pull -out diagrams of the ld Die I , 
Ntate I ; Dies I and Il, State V; 2d Die T, Sta t r TIT ; Die I I. Stntr Y ; l 1/ 2<1 Die 
TI, State II; and 1/2d State I. 

Since the second edition, Dr. Gardinc1·-Hill has C'Ompletcd his stud,\· of the 
pcnn~r reel irnpe1·fo1·atc. :Most of' the increasr in th r size OJ' th r ll f' \\' hook 0\'\' 1' 
th e sc<·01Hl edition refl ec ts the l'Csults of his stn<lies. ..\s un exumplc, the di·­
eussion of Plates 46 to 17G co \·ers 34 pages in the seeond c<liti011 , lmt has 11 0\\. 
hccn in creased to 119. In the second edition less th11n th1·ce pagrs \\·ere dcYoted 
to th r Alphabet II stamps \\·hi ch ar e found on Pl ates 132 to 17,->. inclush·e. ln 
th e ll C' \\' e<lition, 40 pages 111·r dr\·otcd to this subj ect. 

This book has twent~· chapters. Th e first six contain a discussion of the 
1n-c-11 dhcsiYe period, the post office r eform , the production of the lin e-engraved 
sh1rnps, postal rates and cancellations during th e period 18-W-1880. There nrr 
tweh·r chapters on th e One Prnny, separating th em into logiC'a l stud.\· diYisions , 
c·o\·rring quite thoroughly plates 1 to 175. Separate chapters discuss the 18-±0 
'l'\ro Pence blue (Plates 1 and 2) and th e second issue which first appeared in 
1841 (Plates 3 and 4). 
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The " List of Varieties" which was appended to the two earlier editions has 
been omitted, probably for economic r easons. This 'rns a handy means of 
checking man~r stamps; its elimination is r egr ettable. The Publi cations Com­
mittee of the Royal Philatelic Society , London, suggests th at most of these can 
be checked in Stanton's "Varieties and Characteristics of the ld Red," which 
is trur. Unfortu nately, r eaders will haYc to ha\·e access to both books, and 
man~- do not possess the lattrr. 

This hook is a desirable mid \\·orthwl1 il e tool for PYeryonr interestPd in the 
imprrforat<' stamps of Great Britain . Not intC'nd C'd to be all-in clusive, it is, 
nC'wrthelC'ss, an excell ent suppkm C'nt to th e basic works and catalogues on tllC' 
subjert. It is \1·orth O,\·ning and is highl y r ecomm emkd . (Wallace W. J(nox) 

!:)tamps of lfoly i·secl Abroad. Part Fiv e; Dodewnese : Rhodes. 78 pages. 
By S. D. Tch ilin gh irian a nd R ag. R Bernard elli . Hal'ris Pnblications Ltd ., 
J~o ndon 1967. Price $6.00. 

This section. th e last publisllC'd before l\Ir . Tehilin g'hirian ·s un timely death 
last July, 1rn1i11tains th r high sta ndard of its pl'rdecessors. As has been thr 
practice in pre\·ious sections, th e post a I history o C Rhodes under t.hr Ottomans 
and its forcig·n post officC's - FrC'nrh, Russian, and Egyptian (those of Austria 
:11·c tl'eatC'd in the rornpanion S(' l'i es ' 'Anst ri a n P ost Offices Abroad") is outlined. 
The rancellations of t he p1·C'-ltalian prriod ar e described and priced. Tlw 
Italian offi ces, both military and ciYilian are giv<'n lengthy treatnlC'nt; their 
markings, on• 1· 100 fo1· Rltolks Tmn1 nlonC', arc illustrated and priced. Thr 
short-li\·ed (19-1-3--1-5 ) Qpi·man lVIilitar~- Post is explain rd, as wrll as the period 
of British J\Iilital'.1· Oeeupa1ion. Lnstly, th e Ure('k J\filitar:· Occupation Post is 
discussed and pt·i ced . 

OtllC'r Italian post offiel's urr 1..h c isl a nd arc tl'eated in a similar ma riner . 
'l'he ext l'C'lllC scarcity of many of their markings becomes readily apparent , 
partiall y because of thC'ir small size an<l, in part, because their inhabitants many 
tinlC's ntilize<l the offices of Rholks Tomi in preference to them. especially in the 
rnsr of rC'gistri·l'<l mail. Jn t he case of a considerablr num])('r, no rxampks of 
thcfr 111;1l'king-s harn hcC'n i·epmtrd, although Italian officC's an~ known to haw 
rxistc(l. 

This Yol um c ('Ontains an C'XCellent map of the Isle of Rho<lC's, and gives a 
hri cf histo l'.1· of Rhodrs To,rn a n<l information on each of th e smallrr towns ;i nd 
1·illagPs. One (·;111 only hope 1 hat t hC' SC'ries \1·i11 be ront i nu C'd 11 nckr tlH\ capable 
Signot· Br rnanl clli :111d past eo ll aborntors as a memori a l to our follow Collectors 
Club member, S im on Tchilinghirian , a t ireless, first -rate philatelic student whose 
loss will be mo1·c and more .felt as time passes. ( Gordon H. 'l'orrey ) 

'/'he l1'irst Decimal I ssne of Cwicu.la. 1859-68 by Geoffrey Whi tworth, Published 
b~- The Royal Philatelic Society, J_;o ndon, 96 pages, rd ition lirnit<'d to 1,500 
r.opies. Price 40/- ($6 U.S.). 

Geoffrey ·Whitworth has \\Tittcn the most exhaustive study of the cents 
stamp issur of Canada. Collectors nO\\. and in the future should be thankful 
th at the stamp collecting fraternity has such r C'search studr11ts. It is a labour 
of Joye, because you could not purchase the hours put into this work for the 
s1nn 11 price asked. 

The contents ar c divided into twchc parts as originally printed in · ' The 
·London Philatelist. '' EYerything is dealt with chronologically such as produc­
tion, coloring, proofs, plate features, postal rates, and final ly, forgeries. Quite 
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logicall y, a copious amoun t is written on the fi ve cent ' ·Beaver" a nd its plate 
llml'S and re-entries. To make his \\·ork <ilmost compl etr, the author should 
ha ,·e included a section on perforations and also photos of the major rnrities 011 

coyer. The detailed work on plating is ex traordin ary. ( J ohn H .. lI. Y oung) 

::Jcott's Standw·d Postage Stmnp Ca.talogue, Vol. 11 . Published b:· Scott Publi­
cat ions, Inc. .J.61 Eighth AYenue., New York, N. Y ., 1001. 1367 pages, illus­
trntrd. Price $8.;JO. Combined edition, Vols. I a nd JI hound together, $13.50. 

] n 1 his centennia l yea r , the 1968 Scott Standard Catalogue, Vol. ll, has 
glanced back in five countries (Somalia, Angola, Aegean I sla nds, Russia and 
Albani a) and added a few older issues, including two <1it· ma il items. 

It also provides 35,000 price changes a nd th e in cremL•nt of 3,090 ne,,· issue 
l is tin gs of the preceding year fo r the nations of Eu rnpe, .A.frica, and Asia and 
their colonies. 

A new member of the editorial staff for Vol. II is Paul l\Iorgou lis, the 
intern ation all y known professional, whose skill and exprr irnce arn r r fl ectecl in 
1 he pl'iring'. ( II.D .S.ll.) 

Scott's United Statrs Specialized Catalogue. Published by Scott Publications, 
461 Eighth Aw. , Ne,,· York, N. Y . 1001. 693 pages, Illustrated. Pri ce $5.00. 

l\Ior e price changes th an en·r before, 18,5.J.8, haYe been packed into the 
-I-5th edition ol' Scott ·s speciali zed catalogue of United States stamps. Price 
increases in the regular postage section, totalliug 8,149, stand out particularly 
in the blocks of l'our, all r e-issues and special printings of the 1857- 0 issues, 
blocks of the rc-issu <•s of 1861-62, the " Z " gri lls, in verted centers, and plate 
nurnht' I' blocks o[ pn1etically all stamps from 1890 to 1926. Almost all of the 
<·arli es ha ,·c adrnnce<l. ( II.D.S .H .) 

J11lller Cafolo[Jtte of Switzerla11d and L iechtenstein. 37th Edition. 30 pages, 
Illustrated. Edited by Urs P eter Kaufmann. Published by Basler-Taube Ver­
lag AG. Basel a nd H amburg. Price Sw.Fr.8 ($2.00 ). 

The Miill1•1· catalogue, awaited with great interest hy collectors of Switzer­
land and Leichtc11stein , appeared this year on September 1st. 

The p rices, as i!l(li cakd in this catalogue, reflect the new and healthy 
market situation which will undoubtedly have a positi"'' influence on auction 
rea li zations here ;incl abroad . 

.An important enlargement of the text comprises a description of additional 
varieties that are considered worthy of collecting. 

'l'his catalogue continues, as before, to be the best in its field , in this 
reviewer 's opinion. (JT.D.S.IT .) 

Zumstein Catcilogue on Eiiropean Stamps, 1968, 51st edition. 1,112 pages, 
Illustrated. Published by Zumstein /.I ncl Co., ~Iarktgasse 50, Bern, Switzerland. 
On sale in the United States at Hehetic Stamp Co., Box 31-1-, \Vall St. Sta., Ne"· 
York, N. Y. 10005. Price $9.00. Wi th Thumb Tnclex, $10.00. 

This catalogue ro ,·ers all th e stamps of Europe, 1•;uro1wan posl offices 
abrnad and former German Colonies, and Cypr us complete. 

Looking through the ne,,· edition , it becomes evident that the publishers 
have once again done a fine job and given the subject a most thorough treatment, 
to bring it in line with the latest market conditions. ( JI .D.S.H .) 
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Kott efa,t Catalognc, 1968. Swit ze rland and Liechtenstein . Spiral bound . 233 
pages, lllustratrd. Published by Kottela t and Co., Spita lgasse 29 Brrn , Swit­
zpt·I a nd . P1·ice Sw.l<'r.3.00 (Approx. $0.75 ) . 

This is a \rn1·km anlike catalogue of the stamps of S\\·itzerland and Liechten­
stein. The text is in both French and Clerman . The pri cin g is in line with 
th r cuITent European market pl'ices. There is sufficient info rm ation to enable 
one to form a r easonably complete coll rction. vVhil e this impresses us as a 
passa bl e cntalog-ne, it is not quite complete enough to warran t being cnlled a 
<'omplPtt' l.'· satisfactory one for an advanced specialist. (H.D.S .H.) 

( 'a.tnluyu .\"1 lo Espa1ia , Curreus y 1'eleyrcifus. Prepared by J ose .A . Vicenti . 
120 pages 1llustrnted. Obtainabl e from El Centro Fila telico, Carlos L enze, 
Call e del Barquillo, Madri d--!, Spain . Pri ce 20 P esetas ($0.40 ). 

This catal ognc appt';11·s to br a stmightforwal'd listing of the postal and 
lt•lrgTaph st amps of Spa in . lt contains the ba re esse nt ials of information 
rt•gnrding th(• sr pan1te listings. Jts form at is smnll r nough so th at it may be 
<-;11Ti<·d in the plwkl't as a elt.•<·klist, which is probabl.'· its lwst use. ( Il.D.S .H.) 

Herek Cula.lvy111 , 1961:3 . 26th. Edition. Specia lized cata logue of F rance and 
Colon ies, including Andol'ra . 313 pages, Illustrnted. Published b.v Ed . Ber ck, 
G. Place de la :Madeleine, P a ris. Obta inable in th e Uni ted Sta tes from I-IJ:MR 
Co., P.O. Box 2368, ~liami BPach, Fla ., 33140. Pri ce $1.50. 

'I'his catalogue is. pri111arily a fi.r111 p1·icelist pu t ou t by the P arisian stamp 
<lealer Ed . Bt•rek . II is not a1Ta11ged in chronological or dr1· bu t m ther by 
dcsig-11s. l'hilateli1· lrnowl edµ;l' a n<l informat ion is at a minimu m. As an 
.. xarnplt·, ll"L' rd<·t· to page 21 I. 'rhl' illustration of the Oran type oI the R.J1'. 

( ht·1·pri11t 011 t hl' (j c1·11t LI. !-l . air mail stamp is a countcd eit. It may also be 
noted that the µ;e11ui11 e Itl<-, . uY erpl'ints only exist on coyers to America sent by 
l<' rench ~a,·y pl'rsonnel from North Africa <luring vVorl d \Var IL Those 
appli ed to u11uscJ st amps are inYaria bly counterfeit. This catalogue p r ices 
R.F . 0Yerpri11ts 11.11usecl. 'l'his shoulu be enough of an indica tion of the useful-
11css oI this catalogue. ( 11.D .S.H.) 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 
'/'he Private Lvcal Posts of the U11ited States, Volu 111 e 1, N ew Y ork S fot e, by 

J>on ald Stott J';1tton. Published by Robson Lowe Ltd., London, England. 
1967. 350 pag<'s. ILlustrated. Clothbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

'l 'hc l'hili.ttelic llistury of Trinidad tu 1862 by John B. :Maniott, F.R.P.S.L . 
Published by Th e British West Indies Study Cil'cle. 1963. 65 p ages. 
1 llustrated . Hing binder. Paper cover. Gift of the a uthor . 

Th e l 'os t111(1,rk:s uf llaida.rabad, edited and published by l\luhammad Ashraf, 
H yderabad , J ndia . 1967. 82 pages. Illustrated . P aperbouncl. Gift of 
the author. 

Haiti 1881-1906 by Nils J<'arnst rom. 
1967 . H pages. Illustrated . 
author. 

Published by Sveriges Filatelist-For bund. 
Swedish text. Paperbound. Gift of the 

Die Briefmark e?1 ·vun Jugoslciwien VI by Ing. Vladimir Fleck. H eft 34, 
Schriftenreihe Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde, F rankfurt am 
Main, Germany. 1967. -12 pages. Illustra ted . German text. P aper ­
bound . Courtesy of the publisher. 

Scott's Standard Posta.ge Starnps Catalogue 1968, Vounrne II. Scott Publi ca­
t ions, New York, N . Y. 1367 pages. Illustra ted. H ard cover. Courtesy 
of the publisher. 
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Scott's United States Stmnp Catalogiw 1968. Scott Publications, New York, 
N. Y. 693 pages. Illustrated. Hard co\·er. Courtes~- of th e publisher. 

Zwnstein Europa Katalog 1.968. Zumstein & Cic., Bern , Switzerland. 1,112 
pp. Illustrated. German text. Hard cove1'. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Gibbons-Whitman Postage Stamp Catalogiie 1968, Part One. 1st American 
Edition . Whitman Publishin g Company, Racine, Wisconsin. 623 pages. 
Illustrated. Clothbound. Comtes~- of the publisher . 

. lliiller Briefmarken-J(atalog 1968. Sclmeiz/ Tjiecht0nstein . Basler-Taube Verlag 
AG, Basel und Hamburg. 308 pages. Jllustra.trcl . Oermn.n trxt. Paper ­
houn<l. Courtesy of the publisher. 

B ercl; -6 France Special1'se Cata,logiie. Published hy Ed. Br1·ek, P ar is, France. 
Distributor : HJMR Co., Miami Beach Fla . 312 pages. Illustrated. 
Frrnch trxt. P aperbound. Courtesy of the distributor. 

K ottelrtt Ka tctl.ou 1968. Schweiz/ Liechtenstein . Kottelat & Cir., Bern, Switzer­
land. 233 pages. Illustrated. German and French text. Ring binder. 
Paper cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Ccdalogo Neto Espanci, 1850-1968. Distributed by Carlos Lrn zr, Madrid , Spain. 
120 pp. Illustrated. Spanish. Paperbound. Gift of l\[r. Theo Van Dam. 

Scott's .Vew H andbook for Ph1'latelists. Published by Simon and Schuster, 
Nrw York, N. Y. J 967. 192 pages. Tllustrat.ed. H ard eovrr. Courtesy 
of the publisher. 

'I'he Observer's B ook of P ostage Starnps by .Anthony S. B . New. Published by 
Frrdc1·ick ·wame & Co., Inc., New York, :N. Y. 1967. 2-W pagrs. Illus­
trated. Hard co\·r1-. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Euerybody's (liiide to Stamp lnl' estment b~- Joseph E. GrailY ill r. Published by 
H r nnitag·r Housr, Ne\\' Yo1·k. N. Y. 1952. 2-IO ])agrs . Hard cover. Gift 
of l\Ir. Richard S. Wilson. -

.Jll f red Smith and Co. 's Price Cr1lalogtle of Postage Slclmps 1867. 6th Edition. 
Alfred Smith & Co., Bath , Engl and. 26 pages. Illustratrd. P aperbound. 
Gift of Mr. H erbert J. Bloch. 

Gifts were received also from : 

Mrss1·s. ,John Doml , D. B . G1·iffin , Alex Rrndo11. Philip Silve1-, Solomon 
Rro\\·nstPin, P aul P . T~ in lknbr 1·g ;rnd Clrnrlcs S. TJa.sky. 

Purchased by the Library: 

'l'he Postage ~lamps of .Vew Z ealm1d, Yolumr V, by R. J. G. Collins. Edited by 
A. H. Burge and C. \ V. Watts. Published by Thr Royal Philatelic Society 
of New Zea h111cl lncorporatecl. 1967. 18 pages. Illustrated. H ard cover. 
Wonderful Holiday Gifts 

PHILATELIC BOOKS 

For over 40 years., The Collectors Club has published numerous 
Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
sold out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at 
prices far above their original selling price. 

See inside Back Cover for the books currently available. 
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x= x _ x x x x x - x x x x x x x x~~ 

~ ~ 
1111 GIBRALTAR MALT A :·: 
:·: D h f I 11 f h 1111 ue to pure ase o a arge co ection o t ese two ;.; 
~~I) countries we can supply practically every stamp. 1111 

1111 :·: 

:·: BRITISH COLONIALS Q. V., E. VII & GEO. V 1111 

1111 :·: 
:·: We carry a large stock of high values, sets & cen- 1111 

1111 

tenaries. :•: 

;.; Approvals sent against suitable references . Want- 1111 

1111 :·: 
:•: ~:t;maet:;sn~:~ ~: :~;::I;. ~::m~:r~n:~~::nti.n dollars. 1111 

1111 :·: 

x ~ 
1111 LEO BARESCH :·: x ~ 
1111 Manfield House :·: 
:·: 376 Strand 1111 

1111 London WC 2, England :•: 
y ~ 
~-x_x_x_x x x x x x x _ x x x x x 
RICHARD WOLFFERS, Inc. 
POSTAGE STAMP SHOP 

MEMBER COLLECTORS CLUB , APS, ISJP 

127 KEARNEY ST. / SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94108 

A oouGLA S 2 -8394 / RES. DAVENPORT 6-4498 

ASK FOR FREE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST OR SEND YOUR WANT LIST 
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I ~F~~~SS-- I
! --But there is no change I I in our method of doing business. I 
i Priva::r S:~e yea;:, w:p:::~iz:~ov~~:d g:n:~~lke:tam:t :~l~~~cti::: I
I dealers stocks, estates, rarities and other properties. i
- IRWIN HEIMAN ~ I INC. I 
! ONE LINDEN PLACE & GREAT NECK, L. I., N. Y. 11021 I 
~ Suite 305 Tel. (516) 466-3144 ~ 

!lllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllll lClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlll llllllllll tllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllll lllllllt! 
:·: :·: :·: :-: :-: :-: :-: =:;. 
1111 THE POST AGE ST AMPS 1111 

:·: OF NEW ZEALAND 

1111 

VOLUME V 
The Stamps and Postal History 1111 

of the Pacific Islands under :·: ... 
1111 

New Zealand Administration, 1111 
Samoa, and the Ross Dependency 

·" By R. J. G. Collins, Edited by .. 
1111 A. R. Burge and C. W. Watts 1111 

848 pages, eight co lo r p lates and 
:·: profusely illu s trated .·• 
1111 Bound in quarter red morocco with 1111 

rex ine s ides and gold block le tte ring 
:·: Included are th e Cook I slands, ·" 
11 11 A itutaki , Penrhyn and Ni ue Is- 11 11 
:·: lands, th e Tokelau and Kermadec 

1111 

dependencies , and the pos tal agen- :•: 
cies of Pitcairn, \ Vashington a nd 1111 

:·: Fanning Islands, as well as Samoa 

1111 

and th e Ros s Dependency. :•: 
The edition is limited to 1000 num- 1111 

:·: bered copie s, o f wh ich less th a n 100 

1111 

remain un sold. Make sure of yo ur 

1

.

1

.

1

.

1 
copy of thi s o uts tanding work by 
sending your remittance of U.S. :·: 

1111 

$24.20 ( including postage) to:-
The Hon. Treasurer, 1111 

Royal Philatelic Society , • 
1111 of New Zealand', P. 0. Box 1269, 1111 

Wellington, N. Z. 
:-: :-: :-: :-: :-: :-: :-: :·: 
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Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as yo u have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
collection b eca use it has r eached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field , do not hesitate to di s· 
po se of the "finish e d" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
fund s for purchases in your new fi eld. 
When you decide to sell, talk with n 
dealer whom yon have trusted with 
your purrhases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis· 
facto ry sal e of your material, either 
by private sal e or by au ction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel .: MUrray Hill 3-6H5 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 



THE COLLECT ORS CLUB PH ILATEL18T, YOL. 46, NO. 6 
TASMANIA 

Pre-adhesive Letters 

Early Covers 

Die Proofs 

Specimen stamps and material 
for the Specialist 

Enquiries to: C. ANGUS PARKER 

265 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2, ENGLAND 

CLOSE TO ST. CLEMENT DANES CHURCH - NEAREST UNDERGROUND: TEMPLE 
SCOTT'S MONTHI .. Y STA1"1P JOURN.AL 

•• 
0 -r -r ·s 

5C 

This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which lists stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition, there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts, price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one year subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4. 
A three year's subscription is only $11. (In Canada add 50¢ a year for 
postage; in other countries add $1 a year for postage.) 

r--------------------------------~ 
I Please enter my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp I 
I Journal. My check D or money order D in the amount of$ is enclosed. I 
I I 
I N ame I 
I Address I 
I City Zone State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl., Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 
379 
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+ Public Auction ! 
T i 
T i 
0 I f D ecember 5-8th, 1967 ! 

I 1I U nited States, ( including inverts), ::~;; 
f Great Britain a nd Colonies, incl. 

• rarities a nd Specia lized China, 1 
T i 
! Japan, M ex ico. + 
+ ! 
f i 

f 3500 lo t s, 40 ph o topla te s. I 
Ask for free ca talog. 

FRED RICH 

i 
1 
i 
1 

1
1 
i 

! t 55 WEST 42nd ST REET I 
T i ! NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 i 

i T 
I o .......................... -...................................................... .. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Cover s 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G.Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
380 
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SANABRIA 66 
Now Available 

A necessity for airmail collec­

tors and for all specialists who 

include airmails in their field 

of collecting. 

$15.00 

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
A t Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXHIBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

1 l\1ontgolllery Place 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
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~ = 
§ ~ 
§ a 

IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
~ ~ 
§ c 
g ~ I 1968 AUCTION SALES i 
g g 

I ::~~ary :: : :: !
" ~ ~ = ! July 24 - 25 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ November 20 - 21 ~ 
6 ~ 

, ::,: :~:: ::::,:~'.,b:.i;•;•i:o ~':·:::_~~:_: 
and 8 p. m. and Thu rsday at 8 ~ 

p. m. All .,1,. oce io the Hcotiog "'=====!" Room, King Edward Hotel. Fine ~ 

individual rarities, valuable Cana­

dian, U.S. , Briti sh Commonwealth 

::I:~:::: E:·:::~ ';,;::: ;'~:·::~': I
auction without reserve. = 

Illustrated Catalogs 
will be available 

about a month before sale date 

Suite 27 

:-

,..,====_;_! ~~R~~~~';:~'EE~~~: .. 
:..: Phon e: 416 -364-6003 

Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 

;::11c11111111111 11rn11111111111 ci111111111111ci11111111m1c1111111 111111c111111 m1111c•~ 
BAHAMAS. 
J. 1s:rn. l ei. Proo[ in hlack on 

thick C'ard . Fine block of 
e ight (4x2) $114.00 

2. 1859. Id . Brown L a k e. R e ­
markabl e fin e mint block 
of fou r . Scott J $560.00 

3. 1863 - 80. ld. V e rmilion. 
Perf. 12\.<'z . Large min t 
block of fi[t een. Pristine. 
Scott 12 $350.00 

-1. 1884. £ 1 Brown. Superb 
u sed copy (1894). Scott 32 $49. 00 

.i. 1902. £ 1 Green and Black. 
Ve r y fin e u sed copy, Scott 
43 $140.00 

BARBADOS. 
fi. 1852. ( 1fid) Yellow Green . 

. A ttr·active u sed s ingle \vi th 
large margins and light 
duplex " 1" can cel. Scott la $67.40 

7. 1852-5. (2d) Grey is h Slate. 
Superb min t block or four 
:;.h o wing papern1akers \Va­
terrnark. Scarce. Scott :la $210.00 

8. 1861- 70. 1s Black. P e rf. 
14-16. DfPERF between 
horizontal pair. Hare. 
Scott 21 $674.00 

B ERMUDA. 
9. 1932. l 2s. Gd. Grey a nd 

Orange. Y e r y fine n1int. 
Scott 98 $56.00 

CAYMAN ISLANDS. 
10. 1907 Prov is ional s. 2'hd. on 

4d. in s up e rb u sed condi­
tion. Ext r e1nely rare-fron1 
a printing of only 480. 
l: .P.A . certificate. Scott 20 $560.00 

11 . 1907. 21hd. on 4d. ·as above 
but s upe rb mint - also 
with certificate. Scott 20 $441.00 

DOMINICA. 
12. 1879. 4d. Bl u e. F ine mint 

s ingle with Yari e ty " d e ­
form e d CE". Scar ce. S.G. 
7a . Scott 7 $1 12. 00 

13. 1903 . 5s . Black and Bro\\·n. 
Fin e u sed. Scott 3 1 $67.40 

NEVIS. 
J.I. 1876. l s. D ee p Green . Com­

pl ete s h eet of l 2 with all 
m a rgin s attach ed. No. 9 
s hows c ross on hill. S c ott 
17a $126.00 

ST. VINCENT . 
15. 1866. 4d. Deep Blue. Su­

perb a nd rare corn e r u sed 
block o f fo ur . Scott 6 $469 .00 

16. l 81. 4d . on l s. Vermil ion. 
Fine u sed a nd r a r e. Scoll 33 $336.00 

TRINIDAD. 
17. 1852. Lithograph e d l cl. 

Bl u e. Beautiful and s u­
perb u sed example of this 
e xtremely r a r e stamp. 
Scott 9 $560.00 

18. 1852-60. 1 cl. Lith ograp h ed 
Slate Blue - 4th Printing. 
Fine u sed with ce rtificate. 
Scott 11 $174.00 
\\' rit e fo r brochure o f other 

[ine stamps in stock 

W. E. LEA 
( Ph ilatelists) Ltd . 

I The Adelphi 
John Adam Street 

Strand, W.C. 2 England 
(!: .P.A .. A. l.E.P .. C.C. of N.Y., 

H .)1 .A.P .S .. P.T .S .. etc. ) 
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Anything Can Happen 

When You Bid Blindly 

At Stamp Auctions 

Let Me Be Your 
Eyes and Ears 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone : 914-EL 8-0964 
SPECIALIZED 

COLLECTION 

TURKE Y IN A SIA (ANATOLIA) 

A b eau tifu l collec tion h ou ed in two 
volumes. of these fascinat ing issu es, 
n1int and u sed rnany on o rig ina l cov­
e r s and cards. The colleclion contain s 
1nany vari e ties of surcharge, a nd rare 
h and -overprin ts, t h e r e a r e e rro r s and 
vari e ties by th e dozen, inc l. double 
opts. . inve r teds, e rro rs of n um e ra l, 
e tc . Th er e a r e 45 cover s from the 1st 
issue onwards, inc l. t h e 1920 lOOOpi. 
S c. No. 5, 2p i on lpi, h a nd s urch a rge 
S.G. A36 u sed (4 known). Amongst 
th e othe r r a rities off-cover are Scott 
5, 41A (double and inve r ted), 42B, 
43C. 49 hand opt., 51 h and opt., side­
ways, 60 h and opt., 36 hand opt. (39 
copies known), and 59 hand opt. Thi~ 
makes a most unus ual collection and 
a lm ost unre peatable. 

Price U . S. $1,820.00 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
382 
Over 

1916 ~ 1967 

Years in Philately 

ew Worldwide price li st 

jus t out (P30) 

64 pages, 5000 offers 

Including specia lti es of th e whole 
World. R egular iss ues, airmails, 

proofs, cove rs ca ncellations, 
coll ec tions, etc. 

Sent free on r eq ues t 

Next Auction SPRING 1968 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 HIGHLAND A VE. 
JAMAICA, N. Y. 11432 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
rJew Gll<J fanJ Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
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U nited States 

British A merica 

Fall~land I slan ds 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60035 
PHONE 312/ 432-4139 
HA VE YOU RECEIVED? 

the 1968 

:Tl:JLI .A..R,D 
CL.A..SSICS 

i nternational 

"Postage Stamps for the Elite" 

Over I I 00 selected items (from $2 .00 

to $2000.00) , sc rup ulously d escri bed , 

fully gu a ra nteed a nd priced to sel l. 

52 pages ( 12 of photo s) 

It 's 25c. for Newcomers 

Alex S.Juliarct 
Eryn Ma.vvr Fa. 19010 

(Est. by L. Ju l iard, 1889). 
T he fo llowing 

Quality Auctions 

are typica l of those held in Robson Lowe's 

London "alerooni> through out the season. 

On NOVEMBER H th, the sale compri ses 

th e ,; peciali sed used study of CANADA 

1870-97 SMA LL QUEEN 3c. form ed hy 

GPorgf' Hicks of Li stowel. There is strength 

in Ca ncellations. 

The NOVEMBER 15th sale is devoted to 

TW ENTIETH CENT URY BRITISH EM­

PIRE with man y mint rariti es from Aus­

tralia , Ceylon, Gibraltar, Kenya, Uganda 

and Tanganyika, Malaya, Newfoundland , 

Sierra Leo ne, etc. 

EU ROPE, AFRICA, ASI A and AMERICA 

are the continents featured in the NOVEM­

BER 28th sale . Good Austria , France, Ger­

man Sta tes, Ital y, Egypt and U.S. A. 

A furth er portion of the Burrus-Gill 

FRANCE will be offered on NOVEMBER 

29th. Many grea t rariti es. 

Handbook Catalogues, $3 each 

i ncludi 11g second class airmail 

postage. When writing, please 

mention that yo u saw thi s ad­

verti sement in "Th e Collectors 

Club Philatelist". 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 

50 Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1. 

England Cables : 
' ' S tanips, London, S . W. 1.'' 
383 
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' +i THIS COMING SEASON . . . t . . 
S I J vVe will h a v e s om e quite inte res t- +,· 
T ing co ll ec tions to offe r unde r th e • 

hamme r , in c ludi ng th e N e il s on co ll ec ­
tion of U. S. and Britis h Ame rica, 
plus a fin e s pec ialized collec tion of 
GREAT BRITAIN , wi th a fin e lot 
o f " u sed abroad" . 

Jn pos tal s tatione ry, w e w ill hold 
the t hird sa le of th e Dr. l\!itch e ll 
coll ec tion. p lu s some other inte res t -

I
T ing· con s ignn1e nts fro1n Europe . 

The POSTAL S T ATIONERY CATA­
LOGU E, now up to " G" , w ith t h e 
" H" & "I" s ec tion s w e ll a long, is 

;
f progress ing v e ry favorab ly. If you i.' 

h ave not y e t obtain ed you r sec tion s , T 
drop u s a lin e for a lis t of t h ose a l- • 

J r ea d y publis h ed . I 
•
1.. ·.: HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. 
T
T Pl . :,: ulatelic Auctioneers & Brokers 
T 23 North Santa An ita i 
:.· i Pasadena , Californ ia 91107 i 
T : 
, ..................... ...................... ..................... ............... -.. t 
 

~lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllll 0:• 

I NEW COMMONWEALTH I
§ ~ 
fj K. G. VI CATALOGUE 1968 § 
~ ~ 
~ THE NEW COMMONWEALTH ~ 

I ~~~L~1H~~T~~~~~~~.T~.~~ I 
~ ~ = INCLUDE 18 COUNTRIES OF = 
~ K. G. V. SETS ARE LISTED AND ~ __ i PRICED, SPECIMENS PRICED ~-' 

AS SETS AND COMPLETE OM-1 NIBUS ISSUES LISTED AND I 
~ PRICED. ~ 

I $2.60 including postage ; 

~ ~ 
~ BRIDGER & KAY LTD. i 
C (E s tablish ed 1897) § 

~ 86 Strand London, W.C. 2 ~ 
==-;;:; Cabl es: BRIDKAY LONDON §=_ 

T e l: T emple Bar 2316 
= 24-hour service :: 

~lllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllC•i 
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VA TI CAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr_ on reg. 

letter ................................ P . 0. R. 
47-54 Catholic Press .... .............. $95.00 
55 - 60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong. .................. 60 .00 
61 - 67 fl. to France Interreg. 

FDC ....... ..... ........ ................ 18. 00 
122 -131, Ell-12 Basilicas FDC P .O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC .... . ...... 50.00 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143-44 - Dogma of Ass. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Plus X (Gold) 

FDC .................... ................ 90.00 
149 - 53 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ................... ... 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

s h eet s FDC .......... ...... .. 65. 00 
158 - 68, E13-14 Popes & Bas il. 

FDC .... .... ...... .. .... 27.50 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC .. ...... 15.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

s h ee t FDC .. .. .. ...... 20.00 
C9-15 2nd Airmail FDC .......... 35.00 

C16-17 Tobias FDC .................. P . O. R. 
C18-19 UPU FDC .. ........... .. ..... P . 0 . R. 
C20-21 reglst. w . cachet FDC P . 0. R. 
C22-23 Dome I FDC .................... 80. 00 
C24-:l2 Angel s FDC 30.00 
C3~- 34 Dome TI FDC .. .... ..... 45.00 
C45-46 Auto. hy deRigner FDC 45.00 

Prices snb j ect to change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. ,A 
P .O . Ilox 57, Dumont, N. J_ 07628 
S. L. IlA YER. Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors C lub • ASDA 
r-;;~~:.~=~:~~:::~·-·1 
\V e n ow h a v e on e of the la rgest 

se lec tions of Errors a nd V a rie ties. An 
accumula tion of 35 years - e v e n for 
a d van ced s pecialists . 

• ! 
i 

f 
e t~~any e lus ive Topica ls, Airma il s, e t c . + 

Anta r c ti ca Olyn1pics ! 
~~~1bso~0i;!_t s ~~i,J~nf~n s I 
Cente n a r y R ed Cross ·.~ 
Churchill R e fugee 
Dr. Schwe itzer Rotary i 
Eisenho,ve r Russia i 

! Europa Space 1 
i France Spain i 
:.: I. T . U. Sports f 

~:~~ ecl y B: ~ .. u. i 
f Lincoln Vietnan1 ~ 
•• ; J\'l:onaco ·.! 

A sk fo r FREE list. Individual a p -
+ prova l se lec tions . Popula r prices - ·.~ + Co nve nie n t T e rins. 
! + 
1 t 
i S. SEREBRAKIAN i t Incorporated i t P. 0. BOX 448, f 
+ MONROE, N. Y. 10950 z 
i i .................................................................................. 



·~=~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~~ 
Publlahed Under The Auspices Of The 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publlcatlon Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ••• 9 Illus •••• $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pagea ••• 20 Illus. ••• $2.00 

No. 3 VENEZUELA. THE EARLY STAMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages ••• 225 Illus •••• $3.95 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ••• 800 Illus •••• $12.50 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ••. 530 Illus •••• $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggi 206 pages • • • 24 Plates ••• $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. ShenCield 112 pages ••• 88 Illus ..•• $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pagea ••• 82 Illus. ••. $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Aatrim 251 pagea ••• 176 Illus .••• $10.00 

$7 .50 to C. C. memben 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving L Green 32 page1 ••• 14 Illus •••• $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverbeck 128 pagea ••• 59 Illus •••• $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Bo111 105 page1 ••• 102 Illus. ••• $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K.. Zirkle 131 pagea ••• 168 Illus •••• $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851·57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neink.en 74 pages ••• 65 Illus •••• $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson Ill 208 pages •.• 225 Illus .••. $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages • • • 90 Illus. • . • $2.00 

(Handbooks No. 4, TIBET; No. 5, R. F.; and No. 9, C. C. P. CUMULATIVE INDEX are sold out.) 

~----THE COLLECTORS CLUB=--==---:.• 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
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NIOWYORK 

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 

CONFEDERATE STATES 

The collection formed by the late Dr. Frank M. Morgan 

of Hanover, New Hampshire and offered by order of 

the Executor, Judge J. Walker Wiggin 

and the properties of two other private owners. 

Over 450 lots, on and off c:over, many multiples and complete sheets, 

Handstamp Paids, Postmasters' Provisionals, Patriotic: covers, from both 

North and South. 

Catalogue by first c:lass mail 25c. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
International Stamp .ductioneera 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

(212) PL 7-4460 

II 




