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Back nu mber a, when avalla ble, for sale at $1.00 each . 

GET YOUR COILS, Boys and Girls! 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. OCTOBER 22, 1960 
There will be a "fire sale" in the lovely resort locale of Atlantic Ciry, New Jersey, on 

October 22, 1960. The United Scates Post Office Department has decided that of all the 
scamps they rurn out each year-and everyone knows there are many- the "hottest" item is 
the regular 7c air mail scamp. Consequently, the present blue color lacks significance and 
it will be changed ro Fire Red. Nor only the scamp itself, but the booklet, the air mail 
scarionery and the coils will rum from blue co red. 

The firs/ day sale of the Fire Red 7c air mail coil stdmp ("curls" as the late Stephen 
G. Rich dubbed them) will rake place at AERO PHILATELISTS Annual Convention, 
Oc~r 22nd, in Atlantic Ciry, N. J . Our hosts will be the Associarion of South Jersey 
Scamp Clubs (SO JEX), who are celebraring their silver anniversary, the 25th annual 
exhibirion. 

Those, who have attended SOJEX exhibits in the past, know of the fine shows staged by 
this group along with a mosr friendly hospiraliry. Furthermore, Atlantic City is usually 
delightful in late October. This, then, should be a " red letter" day for AERO PHILA TE­
LISTS, and one of the largest attendances ever is anticipated. A big delegation from both 
our New York and Philadelphia Chapters is a certainty. 

There will be a competitive air mail exhibit for our members, and the SO JEX Committee 
has already offered full cooperation by allocing AERO PHILATELISTS a suitable number 
of frames for this exhibition. 

O ur Convention Committee headed by our president, Philip Silver, and past president, 
John J. Britt, is presently ar work making the arrangements. Later on all members will 
be receiving the details of all the events planned and the entertainment program. 

But place October 22, 1960 on your calendar, NOW! 

.d cro Ph i lotc1it l .d1111ols 1 



CURACAO 

The Rea on Why Fir t Day Cover of the 
1942 Air Mail Are carce 

(Photo by Bout re lie) 

ln the fall of 1942-in the midsr of World War II-the rhen Durch Wesr Indian 
colony, Curacao, issued a long, colorful set of fifreen air mail sramps from lOc co 10 Guldens 
(Sanabria Nos. 26-40, Scott Cl8-32). The face valve of the complere ser roralled 23.20 
Guldens, its equivalent in U . S. currency being $ 12.32. 

Chiefly for rwo reasons, very few Firsr Day covers were serviced. Firsr, the high face 
value caused many to forego the expense of mailing First Day covers. Second, the issue was 
a definitive, every denomination being ordered for a specific atr mail race. For example, 
the 5 and 10 Guldens were needed for the convenience of the perroleum companies, who 
were regularly airmailing heavy sendings ro this country and England. Therefore, it was 
expecred that this issue would remain on sale for some years. (le did-until 1947, when a 
longer set of rwency with the high denominations increased co 15 and 25 Guldens replaced 
the 1942 air mails.) Since most all the denominations would see much use, collectors figured 
char supplies of the 1942 air stamps cancelled off cover would be available. Therefore, they 
saw no purpose in spending a considerable sum of money for First Day covers with stamps 
chat lacer could be bought for less. 

A few covers were serviced on the Day of Issue, October 2, 1942, with the complere 
set of fifteen on one large, legal-sized cover. Orhers were done in the manner of the one 
illusrrared. This shows the eighr lower denominations, IOc ro 45c (Cl8-25) on one cover. 
The ocher, nor illustrated had the high values, 50c co !Oc Guldens (C26-32) . 

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS 

See Page 22 

July, l!JtN 



U ITED STATE 

A New T ype Of "RF" Overprint 

By PHILIP SIL V E R 

In his comprehensive book on the "RF" overprincs1, Mr. Goodkind listed nine rypes 
that appeared on genuine covers received from French Naval personnel. These are shown 
on page 23 of the book. On page 21 of the same book, in discussing evaluations for the 
various rypes, the statement was made: 

"Ir is not unreasonable that there may be correspondence with 'RF' covers that 
IS now unknown, but that will come on the market at some future rime."~ 

The writer believes char the covers shown in Figs. l and 2 are part of such an unknown 
correspondence. 

Ir will be noted char both covers are addressed to Naval personnel at the Navy Yard, 
New York, N. Y. The cover shown in Fig. I is addressed to Lieutenant Commander 
P. H. Husted, U. S. N. R., Civil Police Headquarters, Building 213, U.S. Navy Yard, 
New York N. Y., Ecacs Unis. The one shown in Fig. 2 is addressed to Captain H . V . 
McKittrick, U.S. N., Captain of rhe Yard, Navy Yard, New York, N. Y., Etacs Unis. 
Both of these covers, as well as a third cover addressed to Lieut. Commander and Mrs. 
Husted, 655 Park Avenue, New Yodc Ciry, U. S. A. came from the estate of the late 
Captain McKittrick whose philatelic material was sold ar auction recently by Mr. John A. Fox, 
New York dealer and auctioneer. Ir will also be noted thac both of the illusrraced covers 
were sent by Capitaine de Vaisscau M . Adam. 

The writer would like to pause here and emphasize char the sender's name is extremely 
important in the development of chis story. The fact that both covers are from M . Adam's 
correspondence and ocher perrinenc data will be used in this study to claim the discoirery of a 
nt>w type of '"RF" 01rerpri11t. 
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Fig. I. Cover addressed to Lieutenant Commander P.H. Husted with an unlisted type of "R. F," 
overprint. Distinguishing eharacteristies are the serifs in the letters • 
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C.;ipta 1.n of' the Yard 
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ETAfS. UNIS 

Fig. 2. Cover addressed to Captain H. V. Mc:Kittric:~ with clear Type 5 "R. F." overprint. 

le can be seen that the cover shown in Fig. 2 is dated August 11, 1944. The six cent 
air mail stamp is overprinted with a clear type 5 " RF" overprint. The return address, 
which seems to have been applied with a rubber handstamp, reads as follows: 

Capitaine de Vaisseau M. ADAM 
Commandant la "GLOIRE" 

So, Mr. Adam was, at the time, the Commander of the Cruiser "Gloire." It would 
appear that this is the first time that a correspondence has been found from so high ranking 
an officer; previous covers all seem to have been sent by enlisted personnel. What makes 
this cover all the more interesting, however, is the enclosure it contained. (See Fig. 3) 
It is a handwritten note, dated July 24, 1944 addressed co Captain McKittrick and signed 
by M. Adam. The note reads: 

Dear Captain McKittrick, 
I have just heard from Captain Old che hard trial which you are suffering. 

I want you to know that your sorrow is mine ro (o). I have appreciated your 
friendship roo much nor to be beside you in che days of suffering. 

I will not offer you human condolence, bur as we belong to the same Faith I 
assure you of my hearty prayers. Our good Padre will say Mass to-morrow for 
Mrs. McKittrick and yourself, and I will join him in asking God to help you. 

Yours very sincerely 
signed M . Adam 

Apart from its philatelic value, the letter appears to the work of a devour person and 
sincere friend. Ir is likely the men became acquainted when the "Gloire" was in the 
United Stares for repairs. 

Now look ar the cover shown in Fig. I. The handwritten return address is also that of 
M . Adam. Bur he is now assigned as Commander of the Naval base at Bone, Algeria. 
The cover is also franked with rhe six cent air mail stamp. Bur, the stamp is overprinted 
wich a hitherto unrecorded rype of " RF" overprint. In size, rhe letters are slightly smaller 
than type 1. Also, the letters "R." and "F." are spaced somewhat farther apart than in 

.Tttl.11 , 1900 
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rype l. But, the outstanding fearures are the serifs in the letters. No previous covers, from 
French Naval personnel, examined by Mr. Goodkind in his study on the "RF" overprints 
were found with this type. However, he has illustrated one bogus type on page 53 which 
bears a general similarity to our "discovery." Jf one were to compare the two "RF" 's 
with serifs several points of dissimilarity will be noted: 

Bogus type shown on page 5J: 
l. The tail of the R points out towards the right. 
2. The top bar of the F points upwards to the right. 
3. The cenrer bar of the F points upwards to the right. 
4. The period afrer the F is slightly higher than the bottom of the letter. 

Gen11111e type sho11•11 in frg . I: 
I. The tail of the R points downward. 
2. The top bar of the F is horizontal. 
3. The center bar of the F is horizontal. 
4. The period after the F is on a line with the bottom of the letter. 

In discU5sing the cover shown on page 53 of his book (Fig. 63), Mr. Goodkind makes 
the following remarks: 

"Fig. 63 has the unknown type Scott "c", San. "k" overprint, as does the bottom 
stamp on Fig. 64. Thus Scott Type "c" seems ro be bogus, unless one finds it 
used on legitimate French Naval air mail, which has not been the case in this 
srudy."3 

The correspondence from M. Ada~ would seem to fill the void noted by Mr. Goodkind. 
And here the importance of the letter enclosed in the Fig. 2 cover becomes evident. Many 

Why Pa y More?? ? 
I can supply Airmails, Sets, Varieties, Semi-officials, Zeppelins, Balloons, Fore· 

runners, Vignettes, Covers at reasonable prices. Here are a few items by Sanabria 
Numbers: 

Afghanistan 

Alaouites 

A lgeria 

Australia 

Cameroons 

Canada 
China 
Dahomey 

la/Ja imperf. 
lb/Jb imp. betw. 
4a/6a imp. 
4c 
I Se 
4 mint or used 
16a 
soz 
SOJ 
SOZ/J in marginal pairs 
Z8a imp. 
JS a 
Ila imp. 
Z9 imp. 
JO imp. 
JJ imp. 
SOia tet e-b. 
4Sb dble surch. .. .............. . 
lSa dble center 
16a dble cent er 

$ 20.00 
'40.00 
.co.oo 
10.00 
.co.oo 
s.oo 
5.00 

10.00 
80.00 

J00.00 
20.00 
Z0.00 
J0.00 
Z0.00 
20.00 
25.00 
'40.00 
'40.00 
25.00 
ZS.00 

HENRI TRACHTENBERG 

. l 1 rn Plt i/1111 li~t .J 111111/.~ 

115, rue 
lvry Seine 

Hoch e 
France 

.\lemtwr or oil . \lrrnall ocle lles 
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poinrs of similariry are nored in the handwriting of the lerrer and the rerurn address on chc 
cover in Fig. I . The upper case primed "M's" are similar; so are che printed "P's" and "C's." 
The formation of che lower case wrirten "r's" and "d's" is che same in boch examples. 
Indeed, even a person noc experr in such analysis cannot fail co dececr poinrs of similariry 
in che handwriting of both the cover in Fig. I and che lercer in Fig. 3. 

0t.o... C<:>..~:. t'f, 1e.·..-...... a. 

J L.o.._ J"-r l...&.c...at ~or- C-o.~~·~ o""' J... ~ o...• , ... .._ 
v..-(....·J. '1 °"" a...... ~-.. ~ . J ....,__,, '1.,._ r., 1c: ... o...r tl- ~- 4 0 -., • ...-

...._· .. . ...._ . ......... 4 .. ft IL ... _, l . L 
- " L:.a-.. C.. ,--·-'u• l ""- 0"'4"-' • } ¥'.ao ...... .A. .. _,, "<> ~ 

~<4 <a ·~ .-.. ~ ct-.,.. 1 ~~·-r · 
J .....,.·u c..-~ ~- -/.. ........ _ c ....... .,.c....... • en.... 04 l""'4 

-L2 ....... ~ ,.., .t... ha, ... 70..·J.. J ~ 'I- 1 .... ~c.-., ;-.-,-. . o-

d"'"" Jc.ct...... '""" "" "°'1 ~ ....... ., . '-•,, ->..,.. 1- ti ... tic."4'*~·~ ..._._· 

--'J.,.._ MJ/. ~"' j ...,;u .iJ\·- L·- -k..· .. " G•Gi r. tu,. '1~. 
~~ """1 ~· ........ ..., 

Qcl 

Fig. 3. Letter enclosed in the cover. Shown in Fig. 2. 

The cover is cancelled with rwo differenr rypes of PoJte Navale handscamps. The first 
is dared November 6, 1944, and the second, which ties the scamp, is dared November 13, 
1944. Both Poste N avale cancellations appear co be genuine since their characceristics arc 
similar ro many of the covers illustrated in Mr. Goodkind's book. 

The writer hopes char the publication of chis article will "flush" out other covers 
bearing a similar " RF" overprint. But until that should happen, ic is che author's feeling 
thac this cover marks the discovery of a hitherto unrecorded genuine rype deserving of future 
catalogue listing. 

Notes 

G 

( I ) t·);rn;n ST.\ TES, HP ( Pr1•m·lt ) On•rprints J!l44 .4;; On .\i r )foil St11mp 111111 
8tuti1111<'n , I"· lll•nr•· M. Clo0tlki111I. puhli~lwll ltr thl• C'rtlll'l"turs ('luh, :"". Y. J!l;j 

( :! ) I uid. pngc :! l . 
( 3) Ibid. p11gc 5:J 

./ 11 /y , 19JO 



INDIA 

The Rocket Stamp Collection of Stephen H. Smith 

By JOHN J . BRITf 

fROCKET DESPATCH ~ 

DIAMOND HARBOUR.~ 

SHIP TO SHORE 

Fig. I. (All photos by Boulrelle.) 

The following arricle ts based upon some of the material now in che possession of 
John R. Dtfrvorth, who purchased che personal collection of Stephen H. Smith from his 
widow. Included in che various icerns char came wirh rhe colleccion, was a red leachererce 
bound book, abouc 5 by 8 inches, wich approximately 50 pockers of a rype of glassine material. 
The pages were yellowed with age, and some of the items in che collection, especially che 
paper, was found co have worm holes eaten into chem. Forcunacely, chis only applied co the 
pages on which che scamps were mounted. In spice of the face char most of che rocker 
scamps were printed on lighcweighr paper, some whire, some colored, it is mosc surprising 
chac after 25 years of having been confined co chis rype of book, che scamps emerged in a 
rather fine scare of preservation, as the illusrracions show. 

Stephen H. Smith was noc only che pioneer of rocketry in his country during the early 
years of rocker experiments, buc unlike his conremporaries in Europe, Schmied(, Zucker and 
Roberci, who discontinued their experiments after several years of pioneering, he continued 

.d.ero Pll ilatcl1¥t .:Lnnall 7 
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Fig. 2. 

working up to the year 1944. During the period from 1939 to 194 l , he experimented with 
many rypes of " War Rockets." In 1944 he began experimenting with " Compressed Air" and 
"Gas Propelled" rockers. From this we can deduce rhat he had great faith in the future 
utility of rockets and that he was a man of great imagination as well as perseverance, a 
rruly unusual combination of vinues. 

Pioneers in any line of endeavor have not been conspicuous for keeping records of their 
accomplishments, experiences or findings. This is particularly true of philately, so that much 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion iuues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic ge ms along with 1'4 illustrations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic preu all over the world. 
Price $1.00. 

Aero Philot<'liot•. [nc. 22 Eu~t 35 trPe l l'\cw York 16, i . Y. 

J 11111, 19CO 
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1959 U. N. POSTAL STATIONERY 
SOUVENIR FOLDER 

rn11tni11i11g 011(' f'n<'h nf th!' fnllnwiu~: 

7c Air Mail Enve lope Size 13 

7c Air Mail Envelope Size 8 

Sc Air Mail Postal Card 

l~:wh of thc 11lion> itcms "ith the ~pN·inl. cpl. ~1st first day U. N. c:111ce1J:ition. 

$2.00, post free from: 

AERO PHILATELISTS 
22 Euot 35th trcr•t Xe"· Yorl. 16, X. Y. 

..:Lero Pltilol tl1sl .J111ials {) 
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Fig. 4. 

useful mformarion has been losr ro presenr-day students because the man who possessed the 
knowledge of some particular facet of philately, neglected to put the information relating 
to his subject on paper. It is, rherefore, most fortunate to find that ar lease one philarelic 
pioneer had the foresight to record his historic experiments for posteriry. 

Stephen H. Snuth was meticulous in placing one specimen of each of his rocker emissions 
used in his numerous experiments in his personal collecoon, as well as a complere sheet of 
each as they were delivered co him from the printers. As every studenr knows, this in 
irself can be of mestimable help to anyone making a study of these particular items. Before 
placing chem in his collection, Stephen H. Smith invariably signed each single item on the 
reverse side, bur rhe sheers were usually signed on the front, either on the side or in berween 
the scamps. 

In addition to preserving an example of each of his rocker emissions, he also placed m 
hi;. collection a piece of the "skin" from many of his rockets, noting irs number as well as che 
scamp used on the particular flight, and he also signed his name across borh items rying them 
ro the page. 

Ir might be well to note here that each item in the Step/um H . Smith personal collection, 
was mounced on a suitably-sized piece of coarse paper and annotated in his own hand with 
pertinenr data such as the number of the rocket, where it was fired, dare of firing, number 
of copies pnnred and the "face value," which in mosr cases seemed ro be 2 Rupees. The 
pieces of rhe "skin" of the rocker were mounted on small sized sheers of a much heavier 
rype of paper. 

10 July, 1960 
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In che case of che complece sheers as issued, however, chese were noc mounced in regular 
order, buc merely placed in one of the glassine pockecs of the book. In connection with che 
sheets it should be mentioned here that the majoriry were printed in tere-beche format, and 
in a few cases on both sides of the sheet. 

Several rypes of each of che methods employed by Stephen H . Smith for mounting his 
personal colleccions are herewich displayed for che readers benefic-see Figures l co 8. These 
are self-explanatory, chanks to the foresighc of Mr. Smith. 

The auchor would like to cake this opporruniry ro thank his good friend and a Director 
of Aero Philaceliscs, John R. Dilworth, for che loan of his collection, so chat this article might 
be wrircen for the edification of aero philatelists everywhere. 
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/60 LARGE PAGES--NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
THE WORLD'S MOST WIDELY USED U.S. CATALOG! 

This enlarged United States catalog - compiled by the upens of the world's largest stamp firm - is 
a mull for every collector. NO'tV, bigger than ever, the second 1959 edition contains 160 large pages with 
nearly 2000 clear and beautiful illustrations. 

Including up-10-th~minute prices and filled with 
information every collector needs, the second 1959 
edition of this invaluable guide and chtek list 
includes: 

• All ma jor U. S. Postage and Airmail issues . .. 
PLUS Spccial Delivery, Parcel Post, Officials, 
Postage Due, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, 
Tclegnph and Sa••ings stamps, etc. 

• Revenue stamps illustrated in their entirety. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position blocks, 
plate number blocks, mint sheen, perforated 
coils, booklet panes, first day covers, proofs and 
other items. 

• Complete illustrated listings of U. S. Poucs­
sions, Con federate States and British Nonh 
America. 

• United Nations, with every stamp design illus­
trated. 

• Big new Americana section - a posral tribute 
to the United States on foreign stamps. 

• U. S. Stamr, Identifier - enlarged, fully illus­
trated book et. IJsc it to chtek your own collcc­
tion for valuable bidden treasures ! 

You'll find U. S. revenue scamps reproduced in 
their entirety, u nited Nations complettly illus­
trated and a big six-page stetion featuring 
"Amrricana" . • • a galaxy of foreign stamps 
honoring the l:nitcd Stall's. Enlarged, too, is the 
complete (j, S. Stamp Identifier. This valuable 
fully illustrated booklet quickly shows the differ­
ence between rare and commo11 .. look-alike" stamps. 

You get all this in one big \•olume •• . for only 
2h' ! Your second 1959 edition of u nited Stall's 
Stamps will serve ~·ou well ... both as a valuable 
reference book and u a reliable source of supply 
for these desirable issues a1 money-saving prices. 
Use the handy order coupon below. 

SECOND 1959 EDITION .. .............. 25~ 

--..J'l~§l'lill'Wl·l·l!flfl'llL.--: 
I 

I H. E. HAlllllS .. co. : 
: Catalog Dept., lostom 17, Mau. 1 

1 IUSH toe the SfCOND 19.59 EDITION of """' 160 l>Ot• I 
co101 .. , UNITED $fATES STA/oll'S, U.S. PO$$E$$10N$ ' 
UITISH NOUH AMERICA, lncl•dlnt the U.S. $1otop ldenll · fl•'· I OM • nclotlt11 2Sc. 

Nom ... - .................. - ............... u ...... . .... .... -, •• _ .. , , .,., ______ , 

Addt•tJ.- .................. ,_ ....................... -·--·----·-·- .. --

C11y' 
S•••e....----......... -·--·-··-·--···-·--· .. -·-·-­---------------------------------~ 

J uly, 1960 



UNITED ST A TES 

The First Air Mail tamp (C3) 
May 16, 1918 Washington-New York Flights 

This magazine has published several articles* about rhe fim air mail stamp of rhe 
Uni red Scates, che 24c red and blue of 1918 (San. No. I, Scott C3), in which reference 
was made to rhe First Flight leg from Washington, 0. C. Different from the First Flights 
of New York and Philadelphia on May 15, 1918, where the planes left on schedule and 
arrived without any mishap, che leg from Washington mer with trouble. Because of this, 
covers of the First Flights from Washington, 0 . C. have been confused by both stamp 
collectors and dealers. 

The Washington-Philadelphia-New York flight did nor rake place on May 15, 1918. Ir 
starred our, but the plane was forced down after a shore rime in the air near Waldorf, 
Maryland. The mail was returned to Washington, and flown co New York and Philadelphia 
the following day May 16th. According co "the American Air Mail Catalogue (1947) page 
108," there were 6,600 covers in the mail bags of rhe plane char left Washington on May 15th 
and subsequently was forced down. 

When the plane flew the following day, according ro the above-menrioned source, an 
addirional 1,300 covers were flown from Washington. Ic is with this latter mail where the 
misunderstanding occurs. 

".\ERO PlllL.\ TELIST .\XX.\ LH Yul. Ill , Pagt• !I, Yul. YI , Pogt> s:l, Yol. YII, Pog1• 
:Ill 0 11d Pug1• :ii . • \l~o 1111• lmokll·t, ••Thl• Fir~t .\ ir :\foil Stump of tlll' ('nilt·d. totes;' 1listriuute1l 
fn•t> t o nil nw11ilwrs of .H~RO Pl llL.\ 'rEl, IH'l'H in 1!15 1. 

Rare Air Mail Covers 
Bolivia 1930 Zeppelin issue metelic ovpt .• Senebrie (to whom eddressed) 

# 20. 25-29 30 .. - . . .... $22S.OO 

lc:eland #C12-1'4. Belbo Flight lo N. York en " S. L. Beyer" c:over, superb 190.00 

Italy 'NORGE" eirship Poler Fl. lo Pulhem imperf. semi-offic. slemp - · 50.00 
TRANS-Poler Flight beds!. TELLER Aleske autographed by o Crew 
Member 60.00 
BALBO Flight lo N. York ( :!: C-49) with the special cechet epplied 
only to the O FFICIAL coven ICO I) besides the reguler cechet, elso 
trensit pmks. of REYKJAVIK, CARTWRIGHT, lerge unusuel N. Y. 
"CIRCULA RS"' pmk. eddress cenceled out. still e greet rerity ··-· ·-·. P. 0. R. 

Vatic:an City .;r C16-17 FIRST DAY COVER • ···-·--·-- 75.00 

Uruguay #C2 INVERTED ovpt., special co·1er, folded 75.00 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Beyer, Prop. 

I 16 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

'1. ero Philut1lisl . l n1111/i. 15 
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Fig. I. One of the very scarce (only sil known) covers cancelled " May 16, 1918/First Trip/Wash­
ington." The cover is el10 illustrated in the handbook. "The First Air Mail Stamp of The United 
States" by the writer, u Fig. 8. (Courtesy of "The Collectors Club Philatelist.") 

As che Washington postal clerks began cancelling the 1,300 additional pieces, che dace 
"May 15" in the cancellation had been correcrly pu t ahead co " May 16," but the words 
" First Trip" had not been removed. This error was• quickly noted. This resulted in the 
creation of a philatelic rarity for the U . S. air mail specialist, because six (perhaps one or 
rwo more exist) covers were cancelled by misrake ''May 16 First Trip Washington." 
(See Fig. I) . "The American Air Mail Catalogue" says there were five such covers, 
while Johl's " U . S. 20th Century Scamps" gives the amount as three. The writer has a 
record of six, including Philip Silver's cover with a block of four (AERO PHILATELIST AN NALS, 

Vol. VII, page 64) . 
This indicates chat approximately 1,294 covers were cancelled correcrly " M ay 16, 19 18 

Washington." These larrer are Second D ay covers that flew on che First Flight from 
Washingron, D . C. For collectors, however, these 1,294 covers are fa r less valuable than 
the six with the ,.May 16 First Trip" ca11cellat1011 error. N evertheless, almost every year 
an auction catalog is received describing a lot offered for sale as follows: 

"1918 24c red and blue (C3) on cover with the very rare May 16th, Washington, 
D . C. cancel. Only five known." 

Obviously chis is wrong. There are abour 1,294 known. The " ,1ery rare" item has 
the words " First Trip," that the rest do not. 

Recenrly, while examing some of rhese " May 16, 1918" covers, a most interesting feature 
was noted in the center of chis cancellation. Under rhe year dare " 1918," each cover had 
a black mark, about a quarter ro a third of an inch long. Fig. 2 shows this clearly. The 
significance of this mark reveals chat it was caused by che removal of the words " First Trip," 
after rhe postal clerks discovered the error. The words were burnished out, but somewhat like 
a double transfer on a stamp, this pare left a heavy line after application from where the 
erasure had taken place. The philatelic term for this is a "slug mark." 

16 
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Fig. 2. A cover with the more common "May lb, 191 8/Washington" cancellation showing the 
mar~ undernea th "19 18." (Photo by Boutrelle). 

Only a small percentage of all che "May 16, 1918" covers were examined, but each one 
showed chis mark. Therefore, it cann?t be positively stated that all of the 1,294 covers with 
che same cancellation bear chis slug mark. Chances are good, however, that they would, 
because the metal muse have been slightly raised allowing each hie ro impress an ink mark on 
a cover as ir was cancelled. The philatelic evidence shown by chis is the indication chat an 
error had been corrected. (H . M. G.) 

The highest price 
ever paid for a single airmail stamp, $I 1,500, was paid in 
a 1957 Harmer Rooke auction for the 25c on I Oc "Black 
Honduras" (Scott #C 12, cataloguing $ 17,500). The previous 
record price of $5,300 was paid in 1939 for this very stamp. 

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! 
Consult us now. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36. 

ln ternnlionol A ucl ioneers of Fine Stamps 

.Jt ro Plliltittlii;I . I 11nt1ls 17 



DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

1930 Official Air M ail Stamps 
F inally een On Covers 

Some of the older members of Aero Philatelists might remember an arcicle in the 
Aero Philt11t'listl ews (Vol. Vlll, 1953, page 10), where we published a list of some of 
the air mail scamps, nor the very scarce nor valuable ones, that seldom, if ever, have been 
seen on cover. Since our air mail collection experiences go back years, there were then 
about 40 air scamps that we had never seen used on covers. But we continued hunting for 
them. 

Fig. I. Cover flown from Santo Domingo, Republic Dominico via Cube, Miami, Florida and New 
York, N. Y. to Barcelona, Spain on February 28, 193 1. The IOc Official air mail stamp (Scott COi) 
is indicated by the arrow in the lower right corner. The 20c (Scott C02) is the second stamp on 
the left as shown by another arrow. 

Of added interest on this cover are the two stamps on the extreme left. These are two of the 
scarce Hurricane Relief luue (Scott RAC2 and RACS) that also a~e seldom sun used on cover. 
Incidentally, the Sanabria catalog gives no cover prices for this Hurricane Relief Issue. 

( Photos by Adrien 8outrelle) 

Fig. 2. The upper part of the cover ( Fig. I) showing the postmarks on the bad of Santo Domingo, 
February 28, 1931 ; Havana, Cuba, March 3 and Barcelona, Spain March 15, 1931 . 

l J 11l.11, 1'1ti0 
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Fi9. 3. A mournin9 cover to Barcelona, Spain with the IOc Official air mail (Scott COi) on the 
left u indicated by the arrow. It is cancelled Santo Domin90, R. D. Ml!rch 13, 1931. 

The D ominican Republic in 1930 issued a sec of cwo O fficial a ir mail scamps (Score 
COl-2) . The "Sanabria A ir Post Catalogue" lists chesc as follows: 

" Issued Dec. 3, 1930. Official scamps overprinted 'Correo Aereo' in blue. 
# 18 lOc light blue 1,100 $ 15 $ 15 

cover $50 
#19 20c orange 1,100 $ 15 $ 15 

Sec of rwo 
cover $50 

$30" 

From this catalog listing, one will noce that the stamps arc priced ac only $30 for the 
sec, either mine or used, although there were only 1,100 issued. The set on cover Sanabria 
values at $ 100, although we have never seen either one or both scamps on covers. 

Early this year, we had the pleasure of meeting His Excellency, Dr. Luis F. Thomen, 
the Dominican Republic's Ambassador to the United Scares. H e is an ardent philatelist, 
having collected for many years. While enjoying Dr. Thomcn's company, we discussed 
D ominican Republic philarely and mentioned char we never had scen--even on a phila relic 
cover char never was posrcd--<opies of COi and C02 on covers. W e wondered if chey 
existed on cover. Dr. Thomen was sure char he had ac lease one scamp on cover in his 
collection and he informed us cha t when he returned co W ashington, D . C. he would consulc 
his co llection. If he had these 1930 Official air mail s tamps on cover, he would be pleased to 
mail chem co us for our edification and study. 

After his return to Washington, D . C., Dr. Thomen did nor forget abou t Score COl-2. 
H e mailed us cwo covers in his collection. We had photographs of che from and back made, 
and these are now used for the illustrations. N otice that both covers are not philatelic . 

.d.cro Pll ilatdist .d.111wls 19 
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Consequently, after many years of search, the 1930 Official airs have Hnally been seen 
on covers through the courtesy of our philatelic friend, Dr. Luis F. Thomen, D ominican 
Republic's Ambassador to the United Scates, and before this Ambassador to Great Britain. 

(H . M. G.) 

Fig. '4. The back of the Fig. 3 c:over showing the Havana, Cuba Marc:h 15, 1931 postmark ; New 
York, N. Y. Marc:h 17 and Barc:elona, Spain rec:eipt mark Marc:h 29, 1931. 
From the bac:htamps shown by Figs. 2 and '4, these covers probably saved time by flying only as 
far as New York, N. Y. and then going to Spain by surfac:e mail. 
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THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

Mostly a bout the fa mous 24c: red a nd blue stamp of 1918 and the one s heet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages w ith 8 exc:eptlonal illus trations offers In· 
format ion wh lc:h few know about our fir st air stamp. Price $1.00 postpaid • 

• \ cro l'IJilotcli •t~, ln<'. 22 Eo>t 35 t rcct New York 16, J. • Y. 

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philatelists 
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 

J uly, 1960 



PERU 

The First Air Mail tamp, "The Little Sailor" 

Servicio 
Aereo 

1 

.; 

UllJJAIUUllUUUUUUllUlllli: . . . •, . j: 
~· . '.,- = ' - -". >­

:Ille ,_ . 

(Left) : The surcharge as applied to Peru's first air mail stamp. (Right): A photostat of the 
illustration as in the magazine, " Chile Filatelico," 

Mose air scamp collectors and Peru specialists are familia r with the unusual surcharge 
char was applied to the first air mail stamp of Peru issued in 1927. Ar the bottom is a 
" little sailor" that was included for some reason. Why was it used? It seems as if the 
rwo-line " Servicio Aereo" surcharge would be sufficient. 

In rhe magazine, Chile Filateliro, Vol. 2, page 203, one of our members, Winthrop S. 
Boggs, found a reference and illusrrarion chat he called to our attention. Then Philip Silver 
performed for us che service of translating this from Spanish to English. Here is what 
the article stated : 

NICKLIN 

AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
FOR OUR FALL SALES 

Air Post - United State Foreign 
and Particularly 

pecialties Of All Kinds 
( '11/ 11loy111s ;.\£111 Ou licq ucsl 

JOHN W. NICKLIN 

1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 
:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 
:·: 
1111 

P iom.r of .dcrophi/ulcly :·: 

~t_:·:llO :~ES~ 42~.~ S~:EE~: :·: :·: :·:NE~ Y~:RK ~:6, ~::Y. :·: ~!J 
:·: 
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PERU 

"One of our informants, whose name we do nor wish ro disclose, has explained ro us in a 
recenr lerrer the origin of so srrange a design. For, as ir is known, a lirrle sailor is found 
undernearh the words 'Correo Aereo' (in different positions) . The sramp has been named 
afrer this little sailor. This was some ornamental type found in a printing shop, and which 
had been used mainly in rwo distincr types in conjunction with the printing of receipts of 
parriotic contributions made in 1933* during the Peru-Colombia difficulties with regard to 
Leticia. The complere border of one of these receipts was senr ro us by our informant and 
we illustrate it here, the original being placed in the reference collection of the Chile 
Filacelico Sociedad. 

" The idea of including a lirde sailor in the surcharge was prompted by a desire co 
symbol ize in Peru's first air mail scamp, rhe leap from the Arlanric Ocean. Since this 
scamp was used for air post flights from Lima ro Iquiros, a river port on the Amazon, chis 
lirrle symbol seemed appropriate." 

The s in mp wn~ i11~U <' I in l!i21. so wt• wmHlt> r ir thi~ i~ :i t.' pogruphit•:i l t>rror, 111r:111i11g lhnt 
t hi d:11c hould ht• l!l:?:I , no! rna:i. ( II • • If. r;.) 
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AIR MAIL STAMP BOOK 

" The Black Book" : the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index. 

P rice $35.00 

• 
"The Blue Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

V olumea 1 and 2. 
Price $10.00 

• 
"The Red Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5. 
P rice $15.00 

A 1·c1·y limited pri11ling of 011ly fifty of each. 

end order and rf'miuance 10: 

lanlt>y R. Kicc 
Room 818, 120 Broadway 
• '" York 5, ' . Y. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 

See Page 28 

:Tuly, 1960 



UNITED ST A TES 

RF (French) Overprints 
An Interestin~ Enclosure In A Type 1 Cover 

By PHILIP SIL VER 

Recenrly, the writer purchased the cover shown in Fig. I in a New York aucrion. le 
is the orange embossed air mail envelope found so frequently with RF overprints. The 
overprint is the type I,* the most common of rhe RF overprints. Bur, whar makes this a 
bit unusual is the enclosure which was found inside the envelope. This is shown in the 
lower left corner where the arrow points. T ranslared, the enclosure reads as follows: 

No. 4571 
The annexed letter was indiscreet and was sei~ed by order of the Military 
A rahoritier. 

The number 4571 is written in blue crayon. The enclosure itself appe.ars to be a carbon 
copy prepared on a typewriter. These were probably prepared in quantity and the number 
inserted by hand by che censoring officer. Judging from the form of the enclosure, one 
may reason that many such notes were received but few were saved by the addressees. The 
letter was sent to Lieut. Commander ,and Mrs. Husted at what appears to be their home 

•r~J"TED . 1'A TES, RF (French) On!rprints 194-4·45 011 Air Mnil Stamps nml Stationery 
by H c11rr )J. Goodkind, puhlishl'd by the C'ollectors ClulJ, . Y, 195 . 

Errors, Varieties and Airmails 
For 30 yeors we have boen specializing in all unusu4I items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
regardles. es lo whether they are or are ~ot listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs, 
Rotary, etc., etc, 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
Albenie Abyssinie, Belgium, Brezil, Conery lslends, Colombie, 
Congo, Crootio , Czec hoslovekie, Donzig , Ecuedor, Epirus, Fer Eost, 
Fronce & Colonies, Greece , Geo rgia , Hondur•s, lcelend, Ifni, Iron, 
Italy & Colonies, Lervie, Liberio , Lithuonia , Monoco, Nicoroguo, 
Peroguoy, Polend, Romanio , Russia , Seer, Selvodor, Scodte, Spein 
& Colonies, Tongier, Tonne Touvo, Uruguey, Venezuele. 

W e win gladly make 11p special offers or selections on approval. 

Please write countries, price r•nge end specielties. ( Usuel 
references, pl use). 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 

Aero Pl1ilate/i.Qt J 1111als 23 
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R. P. OIEHPRTST 

b S,\ fr. ~,, A .n .. 

a...-. ~eS.. ' '-I\ tu·--. 
n • "' .. i.s. ,.. . ..... .. 
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Fig. I. Type I "R. F." overprint on 6c embossed air mail envelope addressed to Lt. Commender end 
Mr1. Hu1ted, corre1pondenh not mentioned in the Goodkind handbook. 

The arrow in the lower left hand corner 1how1 the menage enclo1ed. 

address. Commander Husted was at the time a Lieut. Commander in the U . S. N . R. 
at Civil Police Headquarters, Building 213, U . S. Navy Yard, New York, N . Y . The 
forgoing information is taken from another cover, also in the writer's collection. 

The cover bears two Posle Navale cancellations, both tying the embossed stamp. The 
first is dated December 27, 1 ~44 and the second is dated January 4, 1945. This is a lapse 
of eight days, not uncommon during this period when letters were first cancelled on board 
the ship and then posted later at the naval base. The writer of the lener, as gleaned 
from the cover flap was a Mr. C. V. Senes on the French Cruiser, " Montcalm." 

The writer has not seen Commander Husred's name on any of the covers illusrrated 
in Mr. Goodkind's book and concludes that chis is a hitherto unpublished correspondence. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 

' i1111>I> rill in the 111 e111ber.hip .\1>111icution on Pu11r 28 

uml moil to : 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 

22 East 35 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 

J ul!/· 1960 
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The First Letter Sent By Air In World's History 
What about France's 1910 Nantes Aviation Meeting Adhesive 7 

~Hi: WORLD IN TH! AIR 
BJ 

Francia T.M1ller 
Ll'Ublla~ed bz J.P.POTN,\1 1~ 

Jir11GERMAN AIRPLANE;,, FLIGHT 

E
~Gl'il:.F.R IHSS GRADE ......... ancl built chc ,,.., 
(;..nun •orp~. He 9- 11 h-'f ('ioHmber, 19091 
O\Cr ch< 1)"1n& ~Id ac Bnock. .. .,. Poud•m Gnu!< nm< 

.-h< ,,,. fuun- won af«r Lol-•h•l - but h• .,, ch< hrtt 

.,., ... irf'..dnnn .aurbnc b..ult m Gcrm~ny-.1 moavpbM •hKh 
cumboned fe.icul'ft of b.>(h th< lUll1 .... Dumo<1t and Ul<.­
mu hmn. wuh •n Antoin<tte uol I ht r•loc ut '-n1h 1he 
wmc<. 

Cr.de'• ~-• ftitht th• ,.,., wu of SS m111utet' dwaoon. 
He 21.n nude 'it 1<>ry bv anyma ci... lint ~vi mail na 10 be 
Jar>1chnl by •11 ._ 

0111[UUI R.....J1 in Goummec Atchl\n m C">ennaH aod tn che 
1:.m.., J.._. aDJ l'•ul Thomi- Coll«u: ... "' A.a-oa 

!?5 



26 

AERO PHILA TELi T 

14th ANNUAL CONVENTION 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. 

OCTOBER 21, 22, 23, 1960 

To be Held in Conjunction with 

SOJEX'S 25th ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION 

HOTEL JEFFERSON 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 22nd 

FIRST DAY SALE 

NEW 7c AIR MAIL COIL ST AMP 

AIR MAIL EXHIBITION 

First Day Ceremonies, Luncheons and Banquet 

J 11ly, J'l1;0 



THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS 

INDEX 
Volume VII, 1959-60 

Aero Philatelists (1959-60 Officers and Directors) ......................................... 18, 83, 86 
1959 Convention 2, 42 

Air Mail Bag (Letters to Editor) ... 26, 52 
Austria, World's First lnremational Air Mail Service ( 1918) Alfred Maier, Translator 11 
Book and Catalog Reviews 19 
Brazil, ET A Company stamps (Wemer Ahrens) ......... ..... ................... 26 
Canal Zone, new Official Air Mail Overprint (Philip Silver) . ...•. .. ..•..... ......... .. . 8 
Cancelled-to-Order (Editorial) .............................. ..... 85 
Colombia, Scott Cl Commemorated in 1959 . ... . .. .. ... . .. . . . ...•..... .. 93 
Cyrenaica (see Italy) 
Editorials 
France, Semi-Official Air Mail Stamps (R. H. Shrady, M. D.) ................. . 
France & Colonies Group Honors AP Annals Editor 

29, 79, 85 
31 
17 
3 

93 
27 

Honduras, Scott C 13, Sanabria N o. 15 ( l rving I. Green) ...... .. ..... . ..................... . 
F. D. Roosevelt Memorial Issue (Jan Bart) 

Index to Volume VI ( 1958-59) 
India (see Rocket Mail) 
Italy, 1934 Rome-BA Flight Issues (L. H. Harris) 
Latvia, 1933 Latvia-Africa Flight Issue (Scott C9-L3) .................................................. . 
Mint or U sed? Neither! (Editorial) 
0 . A. T. Air Mail Marking (Henry M. Goodkind) ......................................... .. ....... . 
Panagra, A 30-year Philatelic History 
RF Overprints, A Second Look (Henry M . Goodkind) 
Rocker Mail and Space Missiles (John J . Britt) 
Silver-Rice (Editorial) 
Smith Stephen H . (see Rocket Mail) 
Tripolitania (see Italy) 
Tunisia-U. S., Mixed Franking in 1944 (Henri Trachtenberg) 
United Nations, new Air Mail Postal Stationery 
United States, 24c Air Mail of 1918. Multiple Rate covers (Philip Silver) 

24c Air Mail of 1918. New First Trip Cancel (H. M. Goodkind) ... 
6c Air Mail of 1918. May 12, 1919 cover (Edward P. Bender) 
1918 24c Air Mail Invert. New Record Price (Philip Silver) 
1918 24c Air Mail Invert. Another New Record Price 

(H. M. Goodkind) 
1927 Lindbergh Stamp. Chicago First Day Covers (Philip Silver) 
Postal Stationery. 1946 2c Bicentennial 6c Revalued 

(Emmett Peter, Jr.) 
1944 War Ballot Provisional Adhesive (Gleb A. Popoff) .............. .. 
World War II Air Mail Covers (J . F. Westerberg) . . ........... . 
World War Il Air Mail Covers (Stanley R. Rice) 
RF Overprints, a Second Look (H. M. Goodkind) . . .................. . 
Tunisia-U. S. Mixed Franking, 1944 (Henri Trachtenberg) ............. . 

Uruguay, the 1910 Cattaneo Flight (Robert Hoffmann) ................. . 

( Co 111piltd by l /t ( ulilor) 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

~ ~ .. ~ 
· ~ ~ rHILATELI STS 

........................... ...... ................................... • 19 ............ . 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
dues of $5.00 arc remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

City, Town or Vi llage 

OCCUPATIO~ 

SPECIALlZI::\G 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

Street 

Zone State 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

References: 

1. .NAME 

ADDRESS 

2. NAME 

ADDRESS 

EXTRACTS FROM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE Ill-MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty- one, 
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

Jttly, 1960 



Private Treaty Sales bring 
satisfaction at Harmer's 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
Thtl Ca1par11 ~uotio1ttJBr1 

6 WEST 48tb STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 



You can't collect airstanips without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

NOW ON SALE 

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date air letter section. 

Price $12.50 

Available only from the publishers -

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
Georges Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


