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POLPEX 1950 
by Larry C. Zieler, Polpex D'irector 

Anoth er POLIPEX has ·: ome and gone 
with the advent of the 11th Annu..tl 
Exhibit. As usual, the scope of the 
show \"as hi.~h!ighted· with outsta nd­
in g exhibits of stamps from v arious 
members of th e POLONiU:S PHJLA­
TEL!C SO-CJ1ETY, based on a theme 
·commemorating the 90th Anniversary 
of the issuance of Poland's .Sta mp # '1, 

S ome of the choicest "gems" from 
coll ections far and wide were dis­
played, and perhaps the ,greatest as­
sembly of #ls for public view have 
been housed under one roof for ~h e 
first time in phil a telic history. It cer­
t a inly was a v ery fine showing of mul­
tiples, singles, and covers, of the class­
ic period in Poland postal history. 

While pred ominately Poland, t h e ex­
hibit also contained· other material 
c ollected by m embers of P.olonus Phil­
atelic Society , r a nging from U. S. A . 
to forei g n , topical stamps, pre: ancels 
and philo-met ers,. in the various phas­
es, Indicating varied collectors in a 
s pecialist s oci e t y . 

The awa rds wer e as follows: 
GRAND AWAJRD---'Th e Col. Larking 

Memorial troph y went to Stephen G. 
Rich for his .s plendid showing of # ls 
on cover, s ing les and multi 11 les, types 
of cancellations and numerals , offer­
ing a fine study in same. The Larking 
'Trophy donated by member Myron B . 
-S t ec zynski for the outstanding exhib ­
it of Poland stamps, and winner keeps 
in h is pos 0 es sion for a year, when ;t 
i£ again offered for the next POLPEX. 
A three t ime winner obtains perman­
ent possession of same. 

DR. L. P. KOZAKIE W ICZ RE­
ISEARCH A\VARD-Trophy w ent to 
J. J. Damar of Berwyn, Ill., for his 

splendid showing of a study In the 
SOWER TYPE stamps of Poland, il­
lus,tra ting plate types, viariet!es, etc. 
'J'his trophy donated by Dr. Kozakie­
wicz is on a simila r basis, a beautiful 
prize much desired by all , a picture 0f 
same appearing elsewhere in this :s­
sue of the Bulletin. 

BBS•T POLAND-award, other than 
Grand went to Vincent Domanski, Jr., 
of Philadelphia,. Pa., for his showing 
of #l's , also covers showing routes 
from point of dispatch to destination. 

BIDST OTHER THAN POLAND-·­
award went to Ben Reeves for his 
showing of Fren ch Postal usea in car­
rying n ewspaper s tamps. 

NOVICE TROPHY - awarded to 
:Stanley Kucharz for the overprints of 
t h e ten liberated cities of P oland, a 
s t udy in varieties. 
1st Award--Gold Meda l- Dr. L. P. Ko­

zakiewicz, proofs a nd essays of 
Poland on stamps from 1860-19-19 

1st Award-Gold Medal - Myron R 
Steczynski-sele cted pages of · Po­
la nd. 

1st Award--Gold Medal-Stephen G. 
Rich-Stamps of Natal. . 

2nd Award-,Silver Medal to R. Estlrn, 
C'. J. Mikuclci and C. A. Pulaski. 

31rd Award-Bron ze Medal to L. Jan­
kowski and C. A. Schafer (2) 

OTHER .AJWARDS: H onorable Men­
tion s, J. Jawors k i, S . F. K un 1c ki, Leo 
J. Topol!nsk i S. P. A. R esearch A -
ward: J . J. Damar, J-i is t · ri a l ·:a · 
(Central Federation of Stamp Clu b~ ,· 
to C. J. Mikuck i, Chicago Philatelic 
·Socie t y Educational Awards t 0 J. .J. 
Damar and C. J. Mikucki. CONGRA.r­
UIJA'.I'IONS T.O ALL OF YOU BOYS ! 
It was indeed . stiff competition, 
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A gene ral view of the Exhibition at Falcons Hall before it was opened to the 
public. 

On behalf of the Poionus Phiiateli : 
e::'o cie t y. the POLPE,X OOMM:ITTEE 
•. ish cs t o ex tend a word of t han k s to 
. ll . ,of thos e who h ad made the 11th 
f nnual POLP'EX such a ,success. Con­
sidering this success, there neverthe­
!es,,, was troub le due to the w eal th of 
r,.aterial displayed, and after Jocking 
horns for some time, ou r capable 
judges, Dr. H. C. Pollack and Messrs. 
J. P. Steindler and W. V. Kenworthy 
e merged with their decisions, arter 
consulting outside reference material. 
:I'm · sure that all are In agreement 
with the wisdom of . their findlnss. 
N ice going,. boys ! 

Without ample publicity, attendance 
would be small, and this year as in 
the past, visitors flocked from n ear 
and far, with many an out of towner 
welcom ed by the membership. Jack 
Rux, our amiable Publ! ~ Relations 
man, with the help of Dr . .S. Mlodus·­
zewski, Chester Makowski, Chester 
,Schafer, and Bert Powell took over the 
country's philatelic journal coverage 
·completely, and it's alma.st certain, no 
philateJi.c .publication failed to men­
tion our event. Yes Jack, you and the• 
boys sure did one heck of a swell job. 

Visitors to the show spent many an 
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hour at the bourse t ables, lavis hly rep­
resented by loca l and out of town deal­
ens. Ro man R einowski did a marvelons 
job of laying out space to acc om od 'lte 
14 dealers, and a word of thanks LO 

you . 
A noth er important feature of the 

P,OLPEX SHOWS success is the seals. 
T h is year, as in the past, Myron E. 
,Steczynski handled the art end of this, 
designing the beautiful emission, be­
ing very attr.active, and very much 
desired by seal ·collectors a ll over : h e 
country. It's no easy t a sk, especially 
when time is limited with so busy a 
man, but you came through in time 
Myron, thanks again. 

Most of you who have .been in at­
tendance at the show n oticed that "new 
look" at the exhibi t with the adoption 
of use of easels. Houi,s of preparation 
and construction were spent by our 
members Barney Fialkowski and Ad­
am Kloskowski, who t r ied to sal-vage 
some old easels in our possession, and 
finally after days on the project came 
forth with the promLsed numbet. Jt 
was· a job of g igantic proportion and 
back breaking labor, to say nothin,g of 
being messy, but to you boys of th 's 
project a special word of thanks, for 



It Is w ell deserving. 
When the day of "setting up" had 

arrived, advance preparations w er e 
under way under the capal,J le handling 
of John W endt. Hi,s box of tools w<J.s 
on han d to put the fra mes and easels 
into position , carry ing on b y himself: 
Unexpectedly who should dro.p in by 
way of preparing his own exhibit b ut 
Richard Estka, who in a hurry to get 
away to meet a prospective buyer, 
pit·ched in so gallantly, spending the 
balance of the evening to h elp set Hp 
the show. Th e co urse of th e ev ening 
saw many of the members, non-exhib­
itors in cludin g Bernard Sobcza k,. Ches­
t er Makowski, Roman Reinowski, Tony 
Kloce k, Tony Banasiak, as well as ex ­
h ibitors, pitching in a nd lending a 
h elping h and . There w ere others too. 
bu t too numerous to mention and long 
after everybody h ad left for some 
well deserved rest, Dr. L. P. Kozalde­
wicz, John Wendt, and m y,s elf were 
still a t it three in the mor ning, set­
ting up the out of town exhi bits. This 
"es,p,rit de Corps" clearly shows what 
can be done when all ge t together to 
ge t something accomplished. Your co­
operation is certainly appreciated boys . 

Thanks to th e J ac k Knight Air Mail 
,Society for the use of their fra m es. 

Thanks t o t h e m a n y Patrons and 
Good Fellows for contri'i:iutions to help 
defray the cos t of the beautiful POL­
P.0X Catalogue, as w ell a,s the many 
advertisers. W ,ithout your help in this 
m a tter th e show could not be success­
fu l fina n cially. 

Th e splen did co-oper-a tion given to 
us by t h e Ho llywo od Press of which 
m ember Chester Schafer is co-owner, 
enabl ed us to secure ou r seals, cata­
logu es, etc., in so beautiful settin,;s. 

'There are many, many others who 
have contr ibute d immens·ely both fi­
nancially a nd materially towards the 
success of the show: Dr. M. E. Uznan­
·sld-a donation for trophies,. Dr. L. P. 
Kozakie.wicz- an additiona l trophy be­
sides the R es earch Trophy, Anthony 
Banasiak-handling of th e opening 
day covers, the p hilatelic press-with 
d ona tion of space for news of our 
;,how, a nd if m ention is not m a de of 
the man y people active in the POL­
PEX, please a·ccept our sincere thanks 
for a ll of your efforts in our behalf. 

EJDITOR',S NOTE: 
Jus t a few words to see that the 

Polpex Director, Larry C. Zieler, is 
not overlooked. Like a hub which suµ­
ports the other sections of the wheel, 

,so did Larry take the biggest load, 
a~d he h eld It w ell. During the few 
weeks preceding the show, he devoted 
himself like to a full time job. The 
largest portion of the credit due for 
the ,Successful Polpex is due him. 

NOTICE: 
APRIL 21st MEETING PROGRAM 
The newly ap;pointed program chair­

man, Anthony Banasiak, announces 
that a t the April 21st meeting mem­
ber Ben Reeves will give a talk on a 
subj ec t of great interest to all stamp 
collectors. His talk will ·be illustrate d 
with stamps and s cientific instru­
ments. 

Ben Reeves has won· many awards 
a t various exhibits, written many .ar­
ticles on philately, and therefore !s 
well qualified to give a lec ture. 

APPl,.ICATIONS PENDING 
Thomas. Gordon Everett 

1309 N. Puia ski Road 
Chicago 51, Ill. 

J os eph · Lesni.ewski 
10648 Elwing Ave. 

Chicago 17, Ill. 
,Sigmund Bor 

532,6 So. Laramie 
Chicago 38, Ill, 

Loring W . Stannard 
5 Wiley Street 

Milford,. Conn. 
Joseph A . Jozefowski 

147 Meserole Ave, 
Brooklyn 22, N. Y, 

Mathias Pristika 
1637 N. Burling St. 

Chicago 14, Ill. 
Stanley P. Jorczyk 

19·2 Railroad Ave. 
Bridgeport 4, Conn. 

J erome Sidorowicz 
371 Rodney -St. 

Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 
Julius S. Golnik, Jr . 

3'125 N. Ridgeway Aive. 
Chicago 18, Ill. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Walter Godek 

3901 W. Schubert Avce. 
Chica,go 47, Ill, 

Thomas J. Ze browski 
81 Osgood St. 

Gardner, Mass. 

TID BITS 
Our apologies to Dr. B. Babowicz ofl 

Erie, Pa., for not listing him as a Pa­
tron in the Polpe:x: Catalogue. 



A Check List of Literature on Poland No. l 
By Bert Powell 

(continued from previous month) 

2 . Mikstein St. "Poland No . 1 of 1850• 
is a Polish Stamp." II KURIEIR Fii.,­
A T . 1933 pages 46 a nd 47. 

3 . Mlkstein St. "Forgeries of the 
First Polish Stamp of 18<60." IK.AROS 
1935 pages 57-59. 

4. Miksteln St. "Forgeries O•f the 
First Polish Postage S tamp." W I AD. 
FILAT. 1935 Nr. 45 pages 7-8. 

5. Mlkstein St. "The F-irst Polish 
Po.stage Stamp" (75th Anniversary of 
the Postage Stamp 18-60-t935) KUR­
IIDR LITERACKO NAUKOWY addi­
tion to No. 7 Cracow 7-1-1935. 

7. Polanski W. "History of Polish 
envelo~s of 186,0" (FI.LkT POLSKI 
l!fl9 , pages 37-38, 1920 pages 2-4 and 
20,-21. 

8. Polanski W. "Alpha;betlcal li sting 
of the the Polish Bureaus of P ost of 
the Kingdom o! Poland with speclat 
emphasis on number cancellations 
Polish-Russian ·of 1858-1866" FILAT. 
POLSKI 19·21, pages 99-102 and 122-
124. 

9. Polanski V\T. "A few words about 
Po1'lsh Postage Stamps of 1860." II 
PRZEGLAD FI-LAT. 1925 No. 4. 

10. Polanski W. "How the Pos,t was 
transported In Olden Times." Torun 
19'25 published by H. Kaminski 'lt 
page 116. 

11. Rachmonaw W . "A few words 
•on the 75th Anniversary of the P olish 
Postage stamp of 18·60." II WIAD. 
FILAT. 1,935 No. 41, pages 3-5. 

12 . Rachmanow W. "In the matter 
of the Pol'ish S·tamps of 1860." II WI­
AD. FILAT. Nr. 25. 

13. R emblellnski St. "Unh eaird at 
.",ttitudes" (caused by Article of Sall­
kier) H W'IA!D FlILAT. No. 25. 

14 . Sallk1er s. "Is Poland Nr. 1 a 
Polish Stamp?" II KU~IER FILAT., 
1933, page 34. 

15. Szczapow P . "About the Polish­
R:ussian Stamp of 18·6 0." SOWIE.CKI 
Fl!LAT. 1928, No. 2, Page 17. 

1-6. Vet Z. "Polish Postage Stamp 
18!5 8-1861." FILATELISTA 1910, No. 6. 

The earlles·t piece of literature on 
Poland No. 1 in the English language 
of which this writer Is aware, is the 
J.ittl e book published by George Linn in 
1910 In Columbus, Ohio. The work is 
titled as fo!J.ows: "Poland-Historical 
and Phllatellc" and the authors are 
George K. Smith Jr., Henry S. Adair 
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and Ge·orge W. Linn. It was pu,blished 
by 'THE S·TAMP COI.JLECTOR of 
Columbus, Ohio and printeq by W. 
M. L inn & Sons Go. It num bers abo .1t 
30 pages, has 4 plates including a map 
and conta-lns a wealth of info·rmation 
on Poland's first stamp and a lso the 
first franke d envelopes. 

1934. 
"Poland a nd Its Postage Stamps'• by 

Joseph S. Rich. Publish ed at Verona, 
New Jersey. Written as a humoroc1s 
item of no philatelic value but m erely 
included for the record. 

•September 30th ,. 1939. 
"Poland's First Stamp" by Stephen 

G. Rich . STAMPS M·agazin e. 
D ecember 1940. 
As above but with the addition of 

a numerical list of Polish post offices 
together with their names. POLO-NUS 
MA<GAZINE pu blished ,by Henry J. 
Choy.nacl{i of Chicago. 

November 1941. 
"Counterfeits of Pola nd N o. l." Ste­

.phen G. Rich. POLONUS MAGAZINE 
publisihed by H enry J . Choynacki of 
Chicago. 

1941. 
"Poland- The Period of Stampe ro 

1870." by Vince nt Doma nsld Jr. and 
s ,tephen G. R ich. BLUE BOOK-THE 
ST'AM'P S•PECIALIST publ ished hy 
Harry J. Lindquist, N ew York. 

19·42. 
BILLIG'1S PHIL.A T'IDL[.C 'HAND­

BOOK. F ri t z Billig. Published by thel 
Bi!1in gs Stamp Company of Jamal-ca, 
New York. C'o.n talns a:pproximately 2½ 
pages on Poland No. 1. 

1947. 
"Poland No. 1 Forgery," by Derek 

Palmer. POLO NUS BULLET1N # 54. 
P ublished by the Polonus Philatelic 
Society of Chicago. 

October 1947. 
"The 1913 Die Proof's of Poland No. 

1," Stephen G. Rich. Reprinted fr om 
STAMPS Magaz,!ne in Polonus Bulll,l­
tin #58-0ctober 1947. Pu,b-lished by 
The P olonus Philatelic Society of Chr­
cago. 

October 1948. 
"Variations in Color and Print ,,f 

Poland No. l." A study on the 75th 
Anniversary of the Stamp. By M:arjan 
Jankowski. Transla t ed into Eng!ish by 

(cont' on page 84-6) 



POLAND 
The Postal Issues During and After the Great War 

by the late COL. R. N. W. LARKING, C.B.E,, F.R.P.S.L. 

The principal iss ue was th a t eman­
ating f,rom My,slenlce. Austrian stamps 
as for the "Cracow" issue,. but not 
the 10 kr.. were· overprinted "Poczta 
P •oiska" in two lines and issued in 
December 1918. Ther e are tw,o set­
tings, one with the overprint spaced 
1'¼ mm. and the other spaced 4 mm. 
(L) Errons are to be fou n d in the 
spelling of the word "Poc.zta," which 
is · found .spelt "Pozzta," "Poczla," a n d 
"Pcoczta." 

Austrian contem porary Journal, E x­
p.ress and Due stamps received t he 
same overprint. 

Anoth er series for Myslenice, issued 
abo-ut the same time, cons is,ted of el ev­
en low values, one Journal and thr,,e 
Dues of current Austria, ha:n dsfii:m ,p 2d 
in black with a large Polish Eagle 
measurin g 16 mm.x2,2 mm, (2 .) 

On Dec-ember 16, 19,1s, Tarnow pro­
duced a series of seventeen valu~s. 
two, Journals and one Due of curre,1t 
Austria .overPri nted with a large P ol­
ish Eagle, somewhat s imilar in ap­
pearance te> th e second Myslenice 1s­
stfe, except tha t the feath ers of the 
wings are well defined . (3.) 

The overprint is found both in black 
and red, and copies are known with 
inver t ed overprint. 

R is s a id that a certain high official 
in Tarnow ap·proached the Postmaster 
of that · town with the .suggestion he 
shoul d overprint all Austrian stamp-s 
left behind. This the Postmaster re­
fused to do without permission from 
Headquarters . Whereupon the official 
oought up the r emaining stock of 
Aust rian stamps on his own and, with 
the h elp of t-he proprietor of t he print­
ing wo-rks in T arno w,. overprinted 
them priva tely. Owin g t o the mass of 
h eterogeneous label.s d oing duty r,s 
postage stamps, and the uncertainty a s 

to what was or was not permissi'ble, 
many of the Tarn ow "Eagles" passed 
through the post. 

Another series of. ,provi•s ionals from 
Tarnow was issued in 1919, shortly af­
ter the "Eagle" issue, and consisted of 
ninet,een values, 3 h. to 10 kT. of the 
cur,rent Austrian stamps, together with 
the five Journal stamps a nd four .Dues. 
'I\hes e stam'ps were overp,rinted "Rzp. 
Po1'ska" ( 4.) ("Rzeczpospolita Pols-ka" 
="Polish Republic") in one .Jihe di­
agonally across the stamp in black ink. 
They were i,g,sued without the, sanction 
of the Authorities, though s ome are 
known t o h ave passed through the 
post. The overprint is known inverted 
on all values, also in various oth ~r po­
s itions owing to faulty overprinting. 

Other towns emba rking on these 
provisiona ls, the principa l being;, 

PRZEMYS:L. With "POCZTA,"•· then 
the ·Eagle on crown, a n d "POLSKA" 
below, ha ndstam ped in viol et. 05. ) 

RJOZWADOW. With "POCZTA .POL­
SKA" in two lines , th en a n Eagle on 
crow n , and both wi t h and without 
"RJOZWADOW" beJ.ow, ha ndsta mped ln 
violet , 

'SKALA T. Sam e type of overprint 
with "SKALA:T" below, handstamped 
in black. • 

MIIDLEC. Issued four series of ov­
erprints: (a) "Po-czta Polska" hand­
stamped in black in two lines. (b) 
"POCZTA," two stars, "POLSKA,» 
la rge lettering handstamped in black. 
(c) "Poczta Polska," handstamped in 
violet, in two lines. (d) Eagle and 
cr,own, h a nd.stamped in bla-ck. 

Ln D ecem ber 1918 a s et of A ustrian 
K. U. K. Feldpost s tamps of 1917-18 
(Karl and Zita) were over prin '. ed 
"Polska Poczta J edrzej ow" a nd "P ol­
ska Poczta Olkusz" in three l '. nes . 
Thes e stamps were privately over ~ 

Reprinted from GIBBO'N,S S-TAMP MIONITHLY - 00t. 1929 to Aug. 1932 
by POLONUS PIDLATEDIC SOOIETY - Chicago, Ill. - U. S. A. 
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printed and postmarked and sold 11a 
&0uvenits of the freedom of Poland 
from A:ustrian occupation. Many email 
varieties in the overprint a.re to l'e 
found. It la . said that mint copTes are 
unknown; so far I ha.ve never sean 
one. 

W•hether these provisionals were of­
ficial or uno~ficial laeuea, the faot re­
mains that m:any of them are extreme­
ly scarce and one rarely comes across 
them. As In the case of NortheTn Po­
land, the stock of enemy stamps left 
behind in ,the smaller towns in South­
ern Poland wa,s extremely small and 
it is possible that only one or two cop­
ies of a c.ertain stamp ,became a "pro­
visional." 

V. MUNICIPAL ISSUES 

I will now go back and deal with 
the Local stamps. 

'The Local Postal Services of Poland 
were Instituted and controlled by the 
Municipal Councils of the towns they 
s erved. Some Issues, for which the 
sanction of the German A:uthorlties 
could not be obtained, had to be abol­
ished after being In circulation a few 
days only, and therefore posta lly used 
copies of these are very interesting 
and soarce. The nKesslty for thes,e 'o­
cal s·ervlces arose from the fact that,. 
when Poland was overrun by ene:ny 
forces, the ordinary civil postal serv­
ices practically ceas•ed to exist, being 
repl~ed by M.llltary Field Posts, which 
.paid little attention to the require­
ments of the civil population, espe~l­
ally as regards local deliveries. The 
charge for the Local stamps enabled 
the Municipal ~uthorltles to effect 
these services. 

Warsaw 

The first and most Important of 
these issues was that for letters and 
printed matter within a radius of 30 
miles of the City of Warsaw. The 
stamps were prepared and designed by 
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M. Edward Trojanowaki of Warsaw, 
and reproduced by lithographic print­
Ing at the establishment of M. Jan 
Ootty of that city. There were two de­
s'i'gns; the first a 5 grosze value, re!}• 
resenting the City Arms of Warsaw; 
the second a 10 grosze value, showing 
the Polish Eagle. Both des1,gns bore 
the date "1915,'• and the initials "K.O. 
M.W.," slgn.ifying "Komltet Obywatel­
sky Mlasta Warszawy" ("Municipal; 
Council of Warsaw"). Local letters had 
first to pass through the German Mil• 
itary Poot Office, and be franked with 
the official stamps overprinted "Rus­
sich Polen,'' and later "Gen. Gouv. 

• Warschau," already referred to. The 
Lo,cal stamps were us•ed in addition to• 
denote a special charge for house ~a 
house delivery. 

The tariff was fixed at 5 groszy for 
letters and printed matter up to 25 
grammes in weight, and 10 groezy for 
those heavier. When it was found that 
the char,ges were insufficient to de­
fray the cost of organisation, the Mu­
n~;: ipal Authorities wished to lsaue 
fresh values, but this· was not sanc­
tioned by the German Authorities, The 
5 groszy value was therefore sur­
charg,ed 6 groszy for letters up to 25 
,grammes, and the 10 grosz.y sur­
,charged 2 groszy for newspap ers. 

The following are t'he various print• 
ings: On ,September 14th, 19•15, the fol-
1owing stamps were printed from a 
small stone In sheets of 40 stamps 
each, and perforated 11½. 

5 gr., grey-green on light ·buff. 
5 gr., dark green on cream. 
5 ,gr., grey-green on yellow-buf!f 
5 ,gr., gre.y-green on greenish buff. 

10 gr., black on light buff. 
10 gr., 1b!-ack on cream. 
10 gr., black on yellow-buff. 
The printing Is clear and well de ­

fined, and the Ink i-s dull; 200.0 copies , 
of each value were printed. Only one 
sheet of each value exists Im.perforate, 
and these are without gum. 

These stamps were not sold official­
ly, but a small quantity got Into ,he 
hands of the public before the Local 
or Municipal Post Offices were op­
ened, and a few letters were afte::-• 
wards franked with them. 

'The 5 gr. is also found in grey olive­
green on bright yellow, and the 10 gr. 
in bronze on yellow. The frame lines 
of thes,e stamps are thicker than and 
not so clear as, those of the first ;rint­
ings. They were printed from the or-
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iginal s·tone during one of the later 
issues. They are to be found perfor­
ated and imperforate with gum, and 

' are very scarce. 
ISev,eral plate varieties are to be 

found on both values of this printing, 
and on the isS"Ues that follow; but 

•since subsequent . issues were done on 
larger stones which printed eight 
sheets at one time, some of the var­
ieUes enumerated below do not ap,pear 
on this first printing, 

The following · are the most promin­
ent variet!es:-

On the 5 gr. value: 
1 .. Without designer's initial ''T" m 

lower right-hand corner of the 
ba·ckground . This occurs on the 
first and second stamp on aN 
sheets of every Issue. 

2. • A coloured dot in "5" of "1915". 
No. 9 on some sheets of every ;s­

sue. 
3. A , coloured dot above "5" of "1915." 

No. 9 on some sheets of every :s­
sue. 

,4 . . :Damaged "l" in "1915." No. 11 on 
some sheets of every issue. 

5, A coloured dot against the capital 
of the left pilla r. No. 17 on ,tll 
sheets of every Issue. 

6. Damaged "k" in top left corner, 
and a small coloured dot in the"z" 
of "Grosze." No. 18 on all sheets 
of every issue. 

7. A coloured dot in upper part of 
the wing of the dragon. No. 20 ,m 
all sheets of every issue. 

8. An obUque hooked line on th·e top 
of the left capital. No. 24 on all 
sheets of every issue. 

9. A coloured dot under "5" of ' '1915." 
No. 27 on all sheets of every Issue. 

On the 10 gr. value: 
1. The wavy border round the stamp 

is brok•en on the left side opposite 
the ribbon of the ·c entre label. 
This occurs on the second stamp 
on one of the eight sheets in sub­
sequent issues only. 

2. •Bottom line of left ribbon broken. 
No. 5 on all sheets of every lss .rn. 

3. The tip of the feather under the 
"w" of the .centre label is unfin­
ished. No. 19 on all sheets of ev­
ery issue. 

4. A coloured dot aga inst the bottom 
line of the left ribbon, and th e "M" 
of "K.O.M.W." Is broken. No. 25 
on all sheets of every Issue. 

5. A small coloured· dot over the top 
line of the left riboon. No. 28 on 
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6. 

7. 

all sheets of every lsaue. 
'l'he • top line of the left rfbbon is· 
broken. No. 30 on all sheets of 
every issue, • 
The tip of the second lower ,feath­
er of the Eagle's left \ving is brok-
en. No. 33 on all shee ts of every 
issue. 

There are two more v•arle.fiea· which 
I have not, so far, been able to place 
as I have not seen them on any sheet 
I possess:-
8. The top of the "0" in "K.O.M.W." 

ls missing. 
9. The frame line • and wavy border 

on the left, opposite the Eagle's 
claw, ls broken. 

I have copies of these two varieties 
in different shades, but only in the 
n ext issue of the 10 'gr. 

Trial printings of both values are 
found in all s orts· of colours, imperf:>r­
a te without gum. These show the sa,me 
plate varieties enumerated above. 

The first issue to the. pu blic of these 
Locals was on Seµtemb er 2·0th, 1915, 
and consisted of· a 5 gr. value similar 
in desi,gn to the first printing, but 
printed in ,bh1·e-bJac;k. on brown-buff 
a nd blue- black on greenish. 

This iss ue, and all fo llowing issu es, 
was printed from a large stone pro­
ducing eight sheets of 40 stam ps each, 
and amounted to 100,000 stamps. A 
v ery small quantity,. however, re­
mained without r e;celving the sur­
charge of the next two issues: 

The first sheets of this ls•sue had a 
sandy- brown background, the remaln•­
der have a greenish backgr,ound. These 
stamps are found bis,ected and used 
as a 2 gr. value, pending the is.sue uf 
this value. Some of them are found 
with a saw-like perforation d1one priv­
ately. 

Three kind,s • of obllteratlng stam;Js 
were used by the Authoritles:-
(a) From .September 20th to October 

14th, 19,15, a circular obliteration 
showing a Siren encircled by ,·,K.O, 
m.W. POCZTA M'IEJ:SKA." 

(b) ,From October 14th to November 
9th, a large ov·a1 obllt;.eration in 
which was inicribed ','K.O.ST.M. 
W.AaRSZAWY," the date, .' and 
"POCZ'TA MIDJ.SKA." 

(c} :1<,rom Novsember 9th a ·circular ob­
literation larger than (a) inscr ibed 
"K.O.m.s:t.W. PO:CZT½. M[EJ,SfKA" 
between two circles, with tile date 
between parallel llnes. 

(to be continued) 



Chester Makowski, Chairman Publica ­
tion, Polonus Philatelic Society of Chi­
cago and published by the Society with 
the permission of M,r: Victor Herman­
owski In Polonus Bulletin #f37 for qc­
•tober 1948. This is one of the airticles 
pr·eviously mentioned in the first part 
of this c.omp.Uat!on, which Polonus has 
reprinted as a service to collectors 
who are unable· to read Polish. T'.ie 
Chairman of Publica tions hopes to 
-translate and repubUsh oth e,r article s 
on Pola nd No. 1 from time to time.· 

Janurury 19149. 
"Poland No. 1 Variety." E dwin Mul­

ler. Published in POILONUS BULLE­
TIN #7'0 for .J.an. 1949. Reprinteq 
from MERCURY ST AMP .FOURN AL 
of December 1948. 

There are probably other pu, J!ish ed 
articles or notes on the famo us stam p 
and if a ny of our readers are able t o 
add to the record, we shall indeed he 
grateful for their co-opera,tion. 

FROM OUR READERS: 
The following letter was r eceived 

concerning the article "A Few Words 
on the Stamps of the First Army C'O r ps 
in l<'rance and England" by Dr. A. 
Hartman which was tTanslated by 
Walter Szymlek in our February 1950 
BULJ.,E;TIN. 
"Gentlemen, 

I am a member of Polonus and ,t 
was with amazement tha t I r ead the 
slanderous article in Feb. issue of the 
Bulletin by Hartman, a Pole of rather 
doubtful standing. 

It is suggested in this article, for 
th e printing of which I must hold you 
entirely responsible, that I am none 
other than a Lt. Stocki. The entire 
article intended it would appear ~or 
internal Po!lsh consumption, s eeins to 
be an attack upon this Lt. Stocki, a nd 
has nothing whatever to do with Phil• 
ately as such. I a m in no way con­
cerned with a private vendetta again s t 
a nybody, but this article which is rub­
bish from :beginning to end mentions 
my name and my Polish war-1ss'.le 
handbook - of which you have sold 
many copies I believe. • 

First of all I most certainly am not 
Lt. .Stocki, secondly the handbook 
•called by m e "Polish Post 7 Years 
War," was written entirely by myself, 
corrected entirely by my,seif, and I ac ­
cept full responsibility for every word 
appearing therein. J:nformatlon con­
cerning the unusual issues made oy 
Polish authorities· during the war, and 

abon t which hardly anything was then 
known, came to me from over two 
hundred sources . E v ery piece of in­
fol'mation I obtained was checked t.s 
ful·ly as possi-ble. No information com ­
ing from any source was enter ed with­
out some check from some other 
source, and I was and am satisfied 
that the handbook presents a reasua­
ably accurate pi ~ture of the issuet1 Jt 
is suppos·ed to show. Concerning the 
"W. P" initialed stamps numbered 1.i'l 
to F26 in the· American a nd British 
editions of my handbook, n aturally 
informat ion reached me concerning th~ 
doubt as to t h eir genuineness. I heard 
furthermore that a Lt. Stocki was ~e ­
ing court-martialled on this point. 

'l'his was puzzling because I had 
two pieces of evi dence that supporkcl 
their genuineness, but I waited to hear 
th e r esult of a strict impartial military 
court that was likely to err if at all 
on the side of the accuser rather th'l.n 
the accused. I heard that Lt. Stocki 
was found not-guilty, a nd this su­
preme confiTmation s eemed then (and 
now) to be reasonably good evidence 
of the issues genuineness. 

Other people were interested in g en­
eral war issues and The Philatelic 
Magazine on August 29th, 1941, pu o­
lished the official document dealing 
with this particular issue. The accum ­
ulated evidence satisfi ed me then, a nd 
unless I receive information fro-m some 
authoritative source I must still con ­
sider them genuine, as genuin e that is, 
as any other war issue by any country 
in enemy occupation. 

I enclose photograph of that P. Mag. 
article. As to the "Labels" "stick-ans" 
and what have you-as I took every 
possible precaution to call these pre­
cisely what they were in my hand­
book, I am apparently not involved in 
Hartman's pri.vate war. 

,So much for that. l consider it ex­
tremely irresponsi-ble of Polonus to 
publish a slander of the nature refer­
red to. Polonus knew my handbook 
well, they knew of me, and I -am a 
member of Polonus. I am well used 
from our own newspapers of reading 
the statements c-oming from this po.>r 
!Soviet occupied Country, I always 
have much salt availa ble for I know 
most of what is said must be taken 
with a grain of salt. I d'idn't expe,~t 
myself to become involved, and cer­
tainly not through an American A.ge.i.­
cy. I s hould be glad therefore without 

(-cont. on page 84-8) 



Modern Great Britain 'Used Abroad' 
Polish Field Post Office Cancellations on Stamps C?f 

Great Britain are Interesting and Elusive 
by .I, H. Ti11rnev 

From .Stamp Collecting, London (reprinted from Western Stamp Collector) 

The Second World War has brought in the Middle East and the formation 
forth a • variety of mod·ern British of General Anders Second Polish 
stamps used abroad. The postal mark• Corps ,. which was incorporated in to 
ings of British, Colonial and Alli 2 d the famous 8th Arm·y. 
Military Post Offices may be found nn Although the Polish troops were nu­
British .stamps used beyond the shores merous the Field Post postmarks are 
of Great Britain. far from plentiful. 

The Polish FieM Post cancellations The explanation may be that the 
whi-ch have been applied to British proportion of correspondence ·address­
stamps are most interesting and rath- ed to British sources and likely to be 
er elusive. preserved would be negligible. More-

At different periods ther e were Pol- over as Poland was under enemy oc­
ish Field Post OMi•ces serving Pollsh cupation during the greater period of 
forces of varying numbers in Iran, u- operation of the Field Post Offices, the 
aq, Palestine, Middle Elast and Cen- vast bulk of mail would be between 
tral Mediterranean. ,Poles who were frequently on the move 

A Polish unit known as the Car- and had little opportunity of carrying 
pathian Brigade fought with distinc- around ·bundles of correspondence. 
fl.on in the first Libyan campaign, and Covers without are more numerous 
participated in the defense of Tobruk. than those with stamps. It was only 

Following the German attacl~ upon _in the case of air and registered mails 
Russia, and by the Polish-Soviet A- that postage stamp,s were necessary. 
,greement of July 30, 194-1, Polish sol- British postage stamps were required 
diers and civilians who had been tak- from the various locations ex , ept Iran 
en prisoner during the Soviet inva.sion and Iraq from which countries the use 
of Poland in September, 19,3,9, and .;,1- of Indian stamps for Polish service 
so those who had been subsequently mail was essential. 
deported to the Russian l.nterior, were The Polish Field Post Office date 
released by gradual stages from Rus- stamps of varying sizes are of single 
sia n P.O.W. and concentration camps and double circle types and are In. 
and permitted to join units of a new scribed in Polish "Poczta Polowa" and 
Polish army that was being formed. "Glowna Poczta Polowa•' accompanied 
'The eventual result was the consider- by the various numbers: the English 
a 61e augmentation of the Polish forces equivalent is "Field Post Office" and 

"Base Field Post Office" respectively, 

7.Xt. 44. 

It would be rash to claim that the 
following list records all· Polish Field 
Post Offices that operated at various 
periods in Iran, Iraq, Palestine, Middle 
East and Central Mediterranean but 
it may . be safe to assume that 'it 1s 
suibstantially complete:-

Single Circle Type 
Poczta. Polowa 10-2· Poczta Polowa 132 
Poczta Polowa 130 Poczta Polowa 141 
Poczta Polowa 131 

Double Circle Type 
Glowna Poczta Glowna Poczta 

Po Iowa 101 Po Iowa 104 
Poczta Polowa 103 Poczta Polowa 1-06 
Poczta Polowa 109 Poczta Polowa 123 
Poczta Polowa 110 Poczta Polowa 124 
Poczta Polowa 111 Poczta Polowa 125 
Poczta Polo~a 112 Poczt,a Polowa t2S 
Poczta Polowa 113 Poczta Polowa 1,27 
Poczta Polow.a 114 Poczta Polowa 128 
Poczta Polowa 115 Poc:ota Polowa, 128 



. , . 
,Poczta Polowa 11& Poczta Polowa 133 
Poczta Polowa 117 Poczta Polowa H5 
Poczta Polowa 118 Poczta Polowa 135 
Poczta Polowa 119 ,Poczta Polowa 138 
Poczta Polowa 120 Poczta Polowa 139 
Poczta Polowa 121 Pocz,ta Polowa uo, 
P ·oczta Polowa 12,2 Poczta Polowa 143 

The listing has been compiled from 
,covers in the possession of the writ2r, 
and others that he has had the oppor­
tunity to record at different times. It 
would be greatly appreciated if any 
reader could add to the list. 

J,'o llowing pu bllca tion of the pre­
ceding article in the London weekly, 
a British philatelist, J. Eysym on:t. 
provided the following supplementa~y 
data which was published as a lett,et· 
in a later issue. He wrote: , 

I have cross-checked Mr. Tierney's 
list with one puL!ished in 1947 in the 
\V,iadomosci Filatelistyczne ("Philatel­
ic News"), tog ether with a detaiLd 
study on th e postmarks in Polish. 

The only F'. P. 0. numbers not men,. 
tioned by Mr. T ierney appear to :J e 
the followlng:-
Poczla Polowa 105 used in Middle East 

from Ma!'ch, 1946; 
'.Poczta Polowa 111A used in Iraq from 

July, 19'43; 
Poczta Polowa 134 used in Italy from 

May, 1946; 
•Poczta Polowa 13,7 used in Italy from 

Mal'ch, 1944. 
All the above-mentioned postmarks 

are of the double circle type. By the 
way, there are three "sub-types" of 
the single circles and at least' eight 
"sub-types" of the double circle. 

When listing Poczta Po Iowa 117, 
Mr. Tierney probably thinks of the 
type of postmark where the numbe1· 
117 Is followed by two small crosses 
(arranged vertically),, as used in 194!. 
The postmark Poczta Polowa 117 with 
no crosses after the num:ber was u.sed 
late In 1942 In Iraq and is extremely 
-scarce, 

,Finally, to my knowledge, postmarks 
with numbers from 142 to 15,2• were 
pr epared for use in 1946 but never 
used owing to the evacuation of Sec­
ond Polish Corps from Italy to Great 
Britain. Some of them, and especially 
N os. 147 and 148, were used for can­
celling to order of various stamps, 
mostly those issued by Second Oorps 
in Italy. 

THE DR. LEON P. KOZAKIEWICZ 
RESEARCH AWAR,D 

Thia trophy Is to be a,wa.rded a.n-

nually for the best original research 
or the continuation of an existing re­
search on the Stamps of Poland .. 

''l'he stipulations are that it must be 
won three times before it can be k~pt 
permanently. 

The reason which motivated Dr. L. 
P. Kozakiewicz to offer thiS' trophy 
was his desire to stimulate greater 
study of the Stamps of Poland which 
offer so much opportunity for a stu­
dent of philately. 



NEW ISSUES 
by Jack Comar 

(cut ·courtesy STAMPS) 

The 15 zl. dark-lilac comrnemoratin•;i 
th e Third National CongrEss of Post­
al Workers Trade Union (above), and 
the 500 zl. rose-carmine Airmail (be­
low) discussed in last month's BUL­
LETIN. 

We have recei,ved an announcem.rnt 
from the Ministry of P,osts and Tele­
graphs-Poland that 250,000 copies of 
the 15 Zloty, Violet-Pos t a l Worlrnrs 
·Trade Union Stamps a nd 200 ,000 of 
t e 5·00 Zloty Airma il stamps were is­
sued. The first day of issue of the 500 
Zloty stamp was F ebruary 6, t h e 15 
Zl·oty stamp was p reviou sly r eported 
as .January :n, 19'50. -

Als o issued was th e 2·5 Zloty P ost­
age Due----Scotts DU perforated 11. 

A s econd printing of the 5 zl. a nd i0 
zl. stamps of the Congress of Unite_d 
Peasa nt Movement seri es was- ord·E red. 
5 million of the 5 zl., and 10 million of 
the 10 zl. were printed. Now· anoth·ar 
15 mill ion of th e 15 zl. were order8d 
to be printed. The 35 zl. is left with 
, n e prin ting of 500,000. 

The r e a re now in preparation the 
"Rebui ld ing of War saw" series: "We 
·begin the 6 y ears plan," which dep ict 
various spheres of so cial ist econ om y 
and indu.stry. It will be a regular ser-
84-8 
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·---··-··--········· ies with a very large tota l printing. 
P.S. How many of you have Scott's 

#Jl07 to Jll 2 plus the 100 and 150 
zloty Postage Dues in your co1lec ­
Uons '! 

Ministry of Posts & T elegrap-hs - · 
Poland 

Przeg lad Flla t e li.st;nczny 

\Cont. from pa,ge 84-5) 

prejudice to m y rights , if you would 
issue a n apo logy in th e n ext issue ~f 
th e Bulle tin. Wheth er or no t Polish 
,Stamp issues a re genuine or not, val­
uable or wor thl ess I neith er am here 
concerned nor both er ed abou t- but J 
do most strongly object to such utter 
tripe and balderdash, and particu·lacly 
killing m e o ff t o create a L t. Stocki 
as author of m y hand·book. Ind d'ently 
whilst Hartman was "chai-rman" of 
his s·o-cal·led Ass ociation in S•cotland, 
'1 wrote him a sking for information 
concerning the W:P and other Polish 
issues-I thought h e might know 
something, howev er little. He knew• 
nothing at all apparently, for he never 
answered any of m y letters. 

Yours faithfully , 
(signed) H . M . Smith 

"West Ridge" 
Lower Wokingham Road 
C'rowthorne, Berks., 
England 

We also r eceived a letter from W. E. 
Harriman of Coulsdon Surrey, Eng­
land, pertaining to this same matter .. 

We invite your views on this con­
t roversial matter. 

MEMBERS MART 

S!BECIAL - C,214 POLAND MRMAIL 
Centaur Type Imp erforated. 
Very -Scarce. $2 . 00 singles. 
Pairs and blocks p ro rata. 

ROMAN REINOWSKI 
1939• Highland Ave., Berwyn, Ill. 
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