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GALVANOPLASTY 
(Jacob i's D iscovery) 

Copper Plates Through This Process. 

Steeling Of Copper Plates. 

Nineteen U. S. Copper Plates. 
We have been of the opinion for several years that some of the early plates 

used for printing stamps were not of steel. After much research we believe that 
we have assembled sufficient data to prove beyond question that many of these 
early plates were produced by Galvanoplasty (do not be confused by the term 
Galvanoplasty; it is simply an early name for Electrotyping ) and it is the 
intention of this article to present to the phil atelic students these facts . 

Fig. 1. 

In a previous article, we pointed out that Mr. Eduardo Aguirre in his 1937 
edit.ion, Mexico Catalogue, wrote in his Introduction, (page IV line 9 ) that the 
early Mexico plates were made of brass. 'fhi~ was an excusable mistake, for in 
order not to spoil the engraved part of the plate, he had to make his test on a 
piece of metal taken from the back of the p late. One of the illustrations in our 
article reproduced here shows how the galvanoplastic deposit bad broken away 
from the brass backing block. (Fig. 1) . 

The facts are, that all early Mexico plates were of two parts; one being a 
brass block, the second, a very thin plate obtained by galvanoplasty process and 
this from R ecess Engraving. Mr. Aguirre when he inspected the plate, failed 
to see the joining of the copper shell to the brass block for the very simple reason 
that all four sides are made of copper, thus hiding the solder joining the top 
part made of copper to the very thick bottom part made of brass. 
1 
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This kind of plates, as described later on, are almost pure copper (8.85 Ou.­
l.15Zn) and exactly the same color as steel. 

We fancy this peculiar mounting of all the plates we have seen belonging 
to this process is the reason why so many other plates which were of copper were 
considered as being steel plates. Early Mexico plates are from recess engra.ved 
dies; they are copper plates. Some early United States plates, made from recess 
engraved dies, are galvanoplastic copper plates. 

The discovery of the electric contact was made by Galvani ( 1737-1798 ), 
anatomy professor in Bologna, Italy. In those days a great discussion took 
place between Galvani and Volta (1745-1827 ), physics professor in Pavia, Italy. 
Volta, who by his Pile of Voita (or voltaicpile) discovered that a zinc disc, 
submitted to the electroscope test, would discharge at its extremity a continuous 
positive electrical fluid; while a copper disc would discharge a negative one. 
This was the origin of the "positive pole", extremity of zinc pile, and "nega­
tive pole," the extremity of the copper part. Much later on, Delarive in Swit­
zerland, Jacobi in Russia and Spencer in England, made appropriate researches 
on the plastic properties of metals deposited under the action, of an electric pile. 

Besides the discovery made by H. J acobi in Rnssia 1;n 1836 should be men­
tioned that of Alf. Smee (Bank of England head chemist ), Bottger, etc. 

GALVANOPLASTY. 'rhis new process was discovered in 1836 by H. 
Jacobi, physics professor in Dorpat, Russia. In a very few years he perfected 
his discovery. 

On October 17, 1838, Jacobi presented to the St. Petersburg Academy of 
Science an exact" fac-simile" of an engraved plate, produced by his process. 

Emperor Nicholas I of 1-{,ussia helped Jacobi with large sums of money and 
later on, in 1839, bought bis patent for 25,000 Rubles (about $4,000.00 gold ) . 

A large manufacturing establishment was created under the direction of 
the Duke of Leucbtemberg (himself a scientist) and this factory soon employed 
up to 2,000 workers. 

This discovery could be applied to the reproduction of so many different 
things, that it brought about a revolution in many professions. It was possible 
with this process to reproduce art objects of any shape, embossed wall decora­
tions, metal plates, medals and coins, reproduction of dies for Bank Note plates, 
imitations of wood carvings, etc. Through different processes this white copper 
could take a shade from green to brown; for decoration, part of it could be left 
white, while a brown design could be made by oxidation, etc. 

Before this discovery, the bank notes of France were printed one by one 
from the original Artist Die. A few years later, in 1847, plates being made 
through the galvanoplasty process, the bank notes of France were printed in 
sheets. (1 ) 

In 1851 the Bank of England started the manufacture of plates through this 
process, for the printing of British Bank notes. (2 ) 

MANUF AOTURING OF PLATES. From the original Matrix Die, the 
Artist Die (hardened steel die), sub-dies, are taken for transfer on the plate. 
The plate is of Gutta Percha (a horny substance softening with heat, obtained 
from a Malayan evergreen tree " inosandra percha "). When cold, the gutta 
percha is very hard. It is somewhat like wax, only much harder. By heating 
to 60° Centigrade it softens completely. The fin est impression may then be 
taken from a die, the slightest detail will appear, even hair lines. Instead of 
gutta percha, beeswax, resin, stearine or sperm whale may also be used. 

To prevent the dies from sticking when pressed on the soft gutta percha, 
they have to be filmed with a very light oil before pressing. 

For the plates of France, the impression was taken through SQUARE 
WOODEN OASES, ten of them being used at the same time in order to im-

(1) See Histoire des Timbres-Poste Francaise. By Arthur Maury. Page 27. 
(2) See Report of Mr. Alfred Smee given on December 30, 1854, Illustrated London N e ws. 
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press a whole 1·ow, obtaining thus a regular horizontal printing each subject 
being separated from the next one by an ev en rna1·gin, clue to the thickness o1 the 
wooden cases. 

Mr. John N. Luff describes the exact manufacture of plates by the Galvano­
plasty process when he says on pages 68 and 69 of his wonderful work ''The 
Postage Stamps of the United States' ' : 

1851. THREE CENTS TYPE I. There is a thin, straight line of color on 
each of the four sides of the stamp. In preparing the earlier pla.tes of this value 
the surface of each plate was laid off in little upright rectangles. These were 
not formed by continuous horizontal and vertical lines ruled across the plate but 
each stamp was provided with its rectangular frame, separated by a space of % 
to 1 % mm. from the adjacent frames. Into each of these rectangles the d esign 
was transferred. 

How could a roller be rocked on a soft steel plate, through upright rectan­
gular frarn es, each stamp being provided with its own fram e. Pressure being 
of many tons, (about six tons), it would smash any upright frame to pieces. 

Mr. lJuff was unaware of H. Jacobi's discovery. Otherwise no difference 
exists. Page 59, Luff's book, records the process of manufacture of steel plates. 
This description is incompatible with the description given above concerning 
the early plates cf tbe 1851 issue 3c. 

The plates of France were of 150 r:iubjects, 15 horizontal rows of ten. Sheets 
were of 300 stamps. For printing, two plates were mounted on one form, leav­
ing thus a small blank gutter between the panes. 

On the gutta percha plate, softened by heating, 150 imprints were taken. 
Removed and put in normal temperature, the gutta percha becomes hard again. 
The gutta percha plate, the engraved side up, was then placed at the bottom 
of a rectangular glass ve<;sel containing a solution of crystalized copper sulphate. 

Two different laboratory processes are going on simultaneo'llsly in the gla s 
vessel; this through the action of two different electrical currents. 

ZINC. (1.15 ) As a result of one process molecules of zinc fall directly 
down on the gutta percha plate. (Deposit of zinc by electric process was known 
long ago. It was used to a certain extent in this operation.) 

COPPER ( 8.85). The second process-the new discovery-consists in 
p1·ecipitation of a rnass of atom,s of pure copper, falling simultaneously and in 
combination with the zinc molecules on the gutta percha plate. They cover 
it and take its exact engraved shape dmvn to the slightest detail. Mr. A. Smee 
writes: ''In it we may perceive the most perfect of all foundries wherein the 
metal is cast upon the mould atom by atom, with a skill which rather shows the 
perfection of nature than the deficiencies of the operation of man.'' 

Desired thickness of the plni.:e being obtained, the operation is stopped, the 
plate is removed and dried. 

By beating the copper plate, the gutta percha may easily be removed and 
it ma;v be used again for making a new plate. 

COLOR. When the copper plate is cleaned and brushed, the color of such 
plates is called pinkish white. In order to keep this color it has first to be washed 
with water, dried and then washed again with alcohol. 

When the operation proves succes ful, like in the 5c U. S. 1847, no recuts 
have to be made. On the other hand, lOc. 1847, l e., 3c. and 12c. 1851 plates 
had all to be recut. 

Galvanoplastic copper may be recut as many times as needed; it can even 
be covered again with elect rolitic copper after recutting, when of recess en­
graving. 

\Ve reject that it was pos<>ible, ninet;v ;vears ago, to soften a steel-hardened 
plate on its whole surface, recut it, ( thi'> softening occiirring twice on the same 
plate), without the recess engraving being completely spoiled. I t is possible 
to alter a letter by a punch and to recondition such a plate as it occurred for 
the 1 penny black plate I of 1840. 
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(Today the softening of a hardened steel plate, using the "chalumeau 
oxidrique," or another process, enables. the operation of erasing a 5 cents subject 
and replacing it by a 2 cents one on the same plate. ) 

Caution should be taken to support the front engraved part of the plate, 
by fixing it on a block of metal, this being done through a solder. The copper 
plate adhering thus tightly to the metal block is protected from the thrust of 
the press. 

The plate has also to be protected on its sides. When we wrote an article on 
the 2 Reales Plate II Mexico First Issue, (3 ) we pointed out one peculiar crack 
of thi~ plate, but most probably, this plate being the second early large plate, 
it was not protected on its sides, as it did crack from the beginning on eleven 
Wiff erent places, all of them on subjects belonging to the b01·der of the plate. 
Protecting the sides prevents the plate from cracking on its edges. 

EARLY PLA'fES OF FRAN CE. On looking over the plates of France 
one would think that they were made of a thick block of. rn.etal, some of them 
close to one-half centimeter thick. The f onr sides of the plates are P'rotected by 
Galvanoplastic copper, thiis hiding the brass block which is fixed to the back of 
the pla.tes. 

Plates of France are from typographic engraving (gravure en relief ), 
early Mexico plates are recess engraving (gravure en creux ou taille douce). 

When the name of Jacob P erkins comes up to-day in philatelic conversa­
tion, one is bound to recall the well known firm of Perkins and Bacon. 

The earliest adhesive postage stamp, the Penny Black, was printed by the 
above firm which also manufactured the plates from which these stamps were 
printed. During thirty-four consecutive years most of the British stamps were 
printed by this firm and no doubt all of them are marvelously engraved, all 
plates taken from recess engraved dies. 

Born in the United States, Jacob Perkins was certainly an outstanding 
engineer. Living in his native country, he took out no less than sixteen different 
patents, all of them concerning metallurgy. He lived successively in Boston, 
Newburyport , Massachusetts, and later on in Philadelphia, before going to 
England. 

While in England, Jacob Perkins took (in 1819 ) a "Letter of Patent, for 
the transferring of engraved or other work from the surface of one piece of 
metal to another piece of metal;'' the copper or steel plate receiving the im­
pression of a circular die or roller. 

The patent taken in England is a duplicate of the same patent taken with 
Mr. George Murray on June 25th, 1813. 

''Improvement of Jacob Perkins' method of impressing all kinds of Die 
work on steel, copper etc. by circiuar Dies or roller." 

This discovery made in 1813 is certainly a marvelous one, and if at first it 
did not prove to be better than H. Jacobi's discovery when applied to plates 
of stamps, it proved to be much better fifteen years later. We reproduce here 
a worn copy of 1 penny black, Plate IA. This stamp is very much worn, es­
pecially over the inscription ONE PENNY, also south east of top right square. 
(See Fig. 2 ). 

Concerning ·J. Perkins' discovery, 1\fr. Alf. Sinee writes: 
"Some difficulties arise in performing the operation, for if it is continued 

too long, the fine work is injured; if too short a time, the deep portions are 
not sufficientlv indented.'' 

The design of all engraved copper plates is in ''intaglio'' or depressed below 
the surface, and the problem is to obtain a duplicate in a similar state. 

By galvanoplasty, the lines may be made of any depth; and are sharper 
and clearer than when acid is used. Also vastly superior to the common copper. 

Plates have already been covered with nickel and could be used for over 
200,000 printings. (Probably Bank Notes.) 

(3) See Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. XX, No. 3, page 159. 
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STEELING OF PRINTING PLATES 
We are indebted to Bottger for iron deposit ( 1841) Carl Friedrich 1818-

1881. Only such baths are suitable for steeling. Metals may be readily coated 
with a beautiful deposit of iron, by using the proto-sulphate, or neutral chloride 
of iron. 

GALV ANOPLASTY IN STEEL OR STEELED 
COPPER ELECTROPLATES (4

) 

The first U. S. copper plate to which this discovery was applied is the 
3 cents Plate I last state, about October, 1851. 

We think it is quite pos<>ible that the firm Perkins and Bacon applied this 
discovery to some of the plates of the 1 penny red, 1841. 

From single copies, it may be difficult to detect if some stamps were printed 
from copper plates, but when reconstructed beets may be checked, it is relative­
ly easy to detect if plates were of copper or steel. 

1 
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1 P e nny Black from S t eel Hnrde n e tl Plate . lA. (Aci e r trempe.) 
The Same Subjec t In Plate IB Is not r e .,.nt in th e e ngravin g, the plate was r econditioned. 

CONCLUSION 
To avoid any misinterpretation from the above article, we think it is only 

fai r to point out, that we only brought back to light, two discoveries: 1st, Gal­
vanoplasty; 2, The steeling of same. These two discoveries (1836 and 1841) 
were applied to some early United States stamp plates. 

Furthermore : The discovery of the manufacture of steel plates for printing 
stamps, is Jacob Perkins discovery, with Mr. George Murray. This patent was 
registered in the United States on June 13th , 1813. 

This article does not concern in any way, the study of stamps, which bas 
to remain as it stands. Our study concerns tbe MET AL used for the manufac­
turing of the plates . According to Dr. Chase's outstanding study, Plate 1, 3 cents 
1851 (June 21, 1851), in its first state, with at least 109 recut subjects, was 
used for the printing of about 11,339 sheets. Then in July, 1851 it had to be 
recut again (the recutting of a steel hardened plate being impossible 90 years 
ago, this plate was bound to be galvanoptastic copper). It was then used for 
the printing of 20,250 sheets. About October, 1851, this same plate had to be 
recnt for the third t ime, this time extensively. Then in its third state it could 
be used for the printing of over 308,475 sheets without getting worn in any way. 
In its third state, a new discovery was bo·iind to have been applied to this gal­
vanoplastic copper plate. It is Bottger discovery: steeling of galvanoplastic 
plates. 

(4) See Alfred Smee, El e m e nts o f El ectro M e t a llurgy. The r e are four edit ions of this 
work a nd additiona l inform a tion m ay b e found in each of the editions. 1843, Third Edition, 
p a g e 252: M e tals may b e r e mlil y coate tl with a b eauti f ul d e 11os lt o f i r on. Also page 117 (131) 
-6th line , P a g e 140 , Gutta P e r cha. In 1852, app ear ed a N e w York e dition of Alf. Sm ee 
publi cation. 
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EXAlUPLES OF 'VORN PLATES. 

U1111er Left- P iu te 1. 
Lower Left-Plnte 1. 

Upper Right-Plate 1. 
Lower Rli;·ht-Plute 2. 
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On January first 1942 we met one of the leading American collectors. While 
speaking about plate manufacture, he pointed out to us that he has in his pos­
session here in New York a galvanoplastic copper plate manufactured in London 
79 years ago. He added that this plate is steel hardened. Probably it is the 
single plate being in private hands. He acquired this plate to prevent Reprints 
being thrown on the market. 

List of 19 United States Plates Which Were of Galvanoplastic Copper 
GOVERNMENT ISSUES 

1847-
1847-
1851-

1854-
1857-perf. 
1851-imperf. 

imperf. 
1857-perf. 
1851-imperf. 
1851- imperf. 
1857- perf. 
18 51-imperf. 
18 51-imperf. 
1851- imperf. 
1851-imperf. 
1851- imperf. 
1857-perf. 
1851-imperf. 
1851-imperf. 
1857-perf. 
1851- imperf. 
1857-perf. 
1851-imperf. 
1851- irnperf .. 
1857-perf. 
1851-imperf. 
1857-perf. 
1851- imperf. 
1857- perf. 
1851- imperf. 
1857- perf. 
1851- imperf. 
1857-perf. 
Carrier : Sept. 

(Normal galvanoplasty = recu ts like 1 Oc. 18 4 7 issue) 

5 cents (the best U. S. copper plate), small recuts. 
10 cents, normal galvanoplasty. 

1 cent, Plate 1-first state, normal galvanoplasty. 
1 cent, Plate 1-second state, normal galvanoplasty. 
1 cent, Plate 1-second state, reconditioned , steel hardened. 
1 cent, Plate 1-second state, reconditioned , steel hardened. 
1 cent, Plate 2-normal galvanoplasty. 
1 cent, Plate 2- second state, reconditioned, steel hardened. 
1 cent, Plate 2-second state, reconditioned, steel hardened. 
1 cent, Plate 3-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
1 cent, Plate 4-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
1 cent, Plate 4-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 1- first state, normal galvanoplasty. 
3 cents, Plate 1- second state, normal galvanoplasty. 
3 cents, Plate 1-third state, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 2- first state, normal galvanoplasty. 
3 cents, Plate 2- second state, steel hardened. 
3 cents , Plate 2-second state, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 0- normal galvanoplasty. 
3 cents, Plate 3-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 3-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents , Plate 4- galvanoplasty, steel hardenecl . 
3 cents , Plate 4- second state, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 5- first state, normal galvanoplasty. 
3 cents, Plate 5- second state, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 5-second, state, steel hardened. 
3 cents , Plate 6- galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 6- galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 7- galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 7-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 8-galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 
3 cents, Plate 8- galvanoplasty, steel hardened. 

12 cents, Plate 1-normal galvanoplasty. 
12 cents, Plate 1-normal galvanoplasty. 
29, 1851-(lc.) Franklin-a superb plate, probably not perfectly 

backed up , as it broke while 1550 sheets were 
first printed. 

Nov. 17, 1851-1 cent Eagle- a superb plate, which was steel hardened 
probably January 1852. 

Postmasters' Provisional s, 1845- 5 cents New York, a very fine plate. 
BUY 

DEFENSE 

STAMPS 
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Private Die Proprietary Stamp Notes 
HALL & RUCKEL 

By HENRY W. HOLCOMBE 

"Maiden, that read'st this simple rhyme, 
Enjoy thy youth, it will not stay; 

Enjoy the fragrance of thy prime, 
For 0, it is not always May." 

William Henry Hall had his drug store at 220 Greenwich Street, New York 
City; John H. Ruckel's shop was a few doors south, at No. 208. They had been 
friends for some years before the partnership was formed in 1848. Doggett's 
New York City Directory for 1851-52 has the first mention: ''Hall, Ruckel & Co., 
druggists, 220 Greenwich "-on the west side between Vesey and Barclay Streets. 

Shortly afterward one Richard Vanbuskirk was taken into the firm as the 
'Co.' He did not stay long, leaving in 1858 to become a wholesale druggist in 
Newark, N. J. and later to manufacture proprietaries on his own account under 
the name of Vanbuskirk & Co., 18 Vesey Street, New York. 

In 1860 the firm name was changed to Hall & Ruckel. Evidently as the 
business grew, they took additional space in the same building, the address being 
variously mentioned as Nos. 216, 218 or 220. The directory of that year has the 
advertisement: 

"HALL & RUCKEL 
WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS 

Proprietors of Lubin's Extracts 
For Flavoring Porters, Bitters, Balsam and Pills 

No. 218 Greenwich Street 
Two doors below Barclay St. New York" 

Three years later the business is given as 'dentifrice' and it is noted that another 
store, soon abandoned, was opened at 23 Cedar Street. Thereafter the mention is 
'drugs'. 

Hall & Ruckel had by this time commenced the manufacture of at least one 
proprietary. Thus they were required to affix stamps to indicate the tax paid 
under the Revenue Act of 1862. The 3c green Proprietary (R 18 ) may be found 
canceled in black 'H & R.' and the date in two horizontal lines. Another variety 
is a black, single-lined, circular frame 22 mm. in diameter inscribed 'H. & R.' 
above and the year below, in curved lines; month and day, in two lines hori­
zontally, in the center. 
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What was this proprietary 1 Why, Sozodont-Fragrant Sozodont, of course. 
And what was it The chief ingredient of this powder dentri:fice was Quillay, its 
native name, derived from Quillian which means to make clean. It is the inner 
macerated bark of the Quillaya Saponaria or soap-tree of the Chilian Cordilleras 
or Valley of the Andes. The first advertisement noted was in Harper's Weekly 
for May 14, 1864 which reads in part: ''Hardens and Invigorates the Gums. 
Purifies and Sweetens the breath, Cleanses, Beautifies, and Preserves the Teeth. 
Sold by all Druggists and Fancy Goods Dealers. Price 75 cents per bottle.'' 
For at least twenty years in this magazine and its contemporaries there was the 
almost weekly insertion of an advertisement, sometimes half an inch and often a 
seven inch double-column spread generally with a very fine wood cut 

Soon other proprietaries were added to the line and Hall & Ruckel decided 
to have private die stamps for their exclusive use. 'l'he firm of Butler & 
Carpenter of Philadelphia, who held the initial government printing contract, 
was directed to engrave two private dies. The central design ''an eagle poised 
for flight upon a shield which rests upon the top of a globe" places them among 
the most attractive of the Match & Medicine stamps. They closely resemble the 
rare 3c green stamp of the American Match Co., usually known as the 'Rock 
Island' (RO 14). Proofs were submitted and approved in the office of the Hon. 
William Orton, Commissioner of Internal Revenue, on September 6, 1865. 

The first issue of the le green, perforated stamp on thin old paper was 
delivered in October 1865. To it the United States Stamp Catalogue assigns the 
number RS 95 (former No. 5370). Measuring 20 by 26 mm., the stamps were 
printed in sheets of 136 laid down 17 by 8. After further printings, the National 
Bank Note Co. made a new plate in 1876 and this was subsequently turned over 
to the Bureau of Engraving & Printing who scratched off the National imprint, 
added their own and a new plate number. There were three distinct shades, ie: 
'green' on thin and thick old, silk, pink and watermarked papers; 'yellow-green' 
on thin old, experimental silk (RS 95e), silk and watermarked; 'blue-green' on 
thin old, silk and watermarked. The final issue came from the Bureau on 
February 5, 1883. 

These stamps were used in horizontal pairs to pay a 2c tax and maybe in 
strips of three, as well. Double-perforated specimens are not uncommon. The 
stamp on pink paper is known imperforate horizontally with extra wide mar­
gins-it may have been so issued . A surface crack thru the '' E '' or ''ONE'' has 
been found. Sterling in 1888 priced the four papers 50c, 15c, 50c and 5c; Scott 
in 1942 quotes 20c, 20c, $1.50 and 15c. 

However, the 3c black, perforated stamp to which the Catalogue gives the 
number RS 96 (former No. 5371) was the first to be issued- within three weeks 
after the die was approved. The design is the same with the value altered. A full 
plate proof is extant but without the plate number. The National Bank Note Co. 
made a new plate which was also scratched after being turned over to the Bureau 
on October 1, 1880. 'rhere were two shades, ie: 'gray black' on thin old, silk and 
watermarked; 'full black' on thick old, silk, pink and watermarked. 

The final issue of this stamp too, came from the Bureau on February 5, 1883. 
In the past 54 years the prices of the four papers have changed from 50c, 15c, 
50c, 5c to 40c, 40c, $2.50, 30c. Sterling priced the 3c on old paper '' unperf. '' 
at $3, indicating he believed it was so issued; the watermarked paper '' unperf. '' 
was listed as an" oddity "-he had considerable doubt of its genuineness. It may 
be the 3c perforated stamps were also used in pairs, vertical and horizontal, and 
they are known on watermarked paper. 

The Hall & Ruckel stamps were generally canceled. Most of those without 
cancelation presumably came from the remainder. Besides the manuscript can­
celations of the month and year, by pen strokes in X lines, by a rubber dating 
stamp; perhaps the most common was the black, single-lined, circular frame 
20 mm. in diameter with 'H & R' above, a five-pointed star below, the month, day 
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and year horizontally in the center. Another variety was the double-lined circu­
lar frame in blue inscribed "* HALL & RUCKEL >i:• NEW YORK," also with 
month, day and year in the center. Th ere were other cancelations too-these 
will be mentioned later. 

Judging from the number of private die stamps issued over a period of 
seventeen and a half years, Hall & Ruckel did an annual average gross business 
of nearly $201,500. 

In the summer of 1867 Richard Vanbuskirk, formerly connected with the 
firm, attempted to trade on the r eputation and popularity of Hall & Ruckel 's 
Sozodont. During June, July and August he advertised in H arper's Weekly: 
"VANBUSKIRK'S FRAGRANT SOZODONT- For Cleansing and Preserving 
the TEETH- Sold Everywhere." Evidently this competition was not ap­
preciated by the rightful owners of the name because the advertising, and 
probably the sale, ceased abruptly. 

According to the Boston R evenue Book the proprietary medicine business 
of Dr. David C. Morehead of New York(1) was sold to Hall & Ruckel in 1868. 
There seems no evidence the firm continued the manufacture of these nostrums. 

William Henry H all was associated with Leonard W. W arner as a partner 
with a financial interest, when the latter in 1869 acquired the business of Dr. 
L. R. H errick of Albany, New York. (2 ) Quite a number of Hall & Ruckel stamps 
were canceled with the initials ' H . F. M.' (Herrick 's Family Medicines) and 
sometimes the date or year only, r eading up or down At least three type faces 
were employed, bearing some semblance to order depending on the year of use. 

Before 1868 Hall & Ruckel became the proprietors of Dr. J . R . Stafford's 
Iron & Sulphur Powders " Invigorate the BODY and purifies the BLOOD­
These celebrated powders of 10 years' standing, and extensively used by the 
medical faculty, impart energy to the nervous system, invigorate the liver, and 
r egulate all the secretions of the body . Price $1 a package (12 powders ), three 
packages $2.50. ' ' The package was a white paper envelope 108 by 65 mm., 
printed in black. On the front was a portrait of Dr. Stafford and two Hall & 
Ruckel stamps, l e and 3c; on the r everse were some of the claims and directions. 
At the same time the firm acquired Stafforrd's Olive Tar- '' Thousands are saved 
annually from an untimely grave by using ST AFFORD 'S OLIVE TAR-­
Cures Effectually All Diseases of the Throat and Lungs, Coughs, Colds, Whooping 
Cough, Croup, Asthma, Bleeding of the J_,ungs, and Consumption-50 Cents per 
Bottle.'' 

Then there was Alsberg's Galaktine-" A P erfect Substitute for Mother's 
Milk and Food for Invalids. Th e great safeguard against all Summer Com­
plaints. 50 cent cans"; Liibin's Violette T aoth-Powder-" This n ew, fragrant, 
and incomparable article (Lubin 's last and best ) is superseding all other Tooth­
Powders. It has no equal. 50 cents per box ; $1.00 extra large size"; Hall & 
Ruckel's Improved Sf!idlit z Powders; H all & Riickel ' s Walnut L eaf Hair Restorer 
and others. 

Wilson 's Co-Partnership Directory of New York for 1872 gives the members 
of the firm of Hall & Ruckel as William H. Hall, Jacob E . Brown and Charles W . 
Keeler. Thus it cont inued for over a decade. John H. Ruckel had formed a new 
partnership, Ruckel & Hendel, in a similar line of business yet it appears a con­
nection was maintained between th e two firm s. 

In 1877 Xavier Bazin of Philadelphia (3 ) concluded an arrangement with 
Hall & Ruckel whereby a part of the Bazin business was moved to New York. 
The firm of Bazin & Sargeant was located at 50 Vesey Street, abutting the store 
of Ruckel & Hendel at 58 Barclay Street. A year or so later Hall & Ruckel 
advertised they were the Sole Agents for '' X . Bazin 's Celebrated Toilet Soaps, 
Shaving Creams, Bandoline, Philocome Pomade, Toilet Waters, Cosmetics, Bulk 

(1) (See RS 185 -186-Weekl y P l>ilatell c Gossip, Janua ry 4, 1941). 
(2) (See RS 117-118-Stamp & Cover Coll ectin g, October 1936). 
(3) (See R T 1-Th e Americnn Philntelist, O c tobe r 1936). 
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Extracts, Cologne, Etc.'' Hall & Ruckel stamps were affixed-these were rubber­
stamped blotting out the firm name and inserting 'X B' immediately above. 

K eeler left the firm in 1884 and Brown in 1888, after which the business of 
Hall & Ruckel was conducted by Hall alone. This continued until 1895 when 
the firm was incorporated with William Henry Hall as President and Director. 
The firm had then removed to 215 Washington-216 Greenwich Streets, appar­
ently the building extended thru the block. 

When the Revenue War Bill of 1898 became effective Hall & Ruckel caused 
the overprinting of five values of the battleship revenue stamps with the two line 
horizontal cancelation in red: "H & R--1898."; later others with year "1899. ", 
'' 1900. '' and '' 1901. ' ' 

Hall continued as President of the Corporation until 1912, when his sister 
Martha M. Hall was elected to that office. As he does not later appear in the 
city directories it may be assumed he passed on to his reward about this time. 

In 1915 one James J. Morgan was elected a Director of the firm and the 
following year became its President. Shortly after 1918 the business was moved 
to 147 Waverly Place to remain thru 1927 or so. Morgan was serving as President 
in 1933 but from the fact that he then went to the office only once or twice a 
month, it may well be the business was under the active management of others. 
Since that time the firm has been located in a loft building at 241 'l'hirty-Seventh 
Street, Brooklyn , N. Y. 

X-Bazin Cream Depilatory "From a Famous French Formula-Pleasantly 
Perfumed'' and X-Bazin Famous French Depilatory Powder are still being 
manufactured The fairer sex may find them in the local drug or 5 & 10 cent 
store. Sozodont appears to be no longer with us but this poem used so extensively 
in the Hall & Ruckel advertising some 60 to 70 years ago, remains: 

"FAME, take a golden trumpet up and blow! 
Let SOZODONT 'S great name ring far and wide, 

That leaves the teeth as white as driven snow, 
And fills the breath with odors of springtide. 

The charms that give to manhood its chief grace 
No more shall suffer taint or foul decay. 

The smile that breaks o'er woman's lovely face 
No more in worse than gloom shall fade away. 

For SOZODONT , with its enchanted powers, 
Leaves the teeth purer than the pearl that glows, 

And the soft lips like pinks in April showers, 
While teems the breath with odor of the rose." 
BUY 

DEFENSE 

BONDS 
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The De La Rue Georgians of 
South Africa 

By H. E. LOBDELL 

(Conclud ed from Vol. XX, No. 4, page 247) 

PLATES OF THE FIRST NATIONAL ISSUE 

1. MA.KE-UP : For sheets of 240, divided into 4 panes, each pane arranged 
in 10 horizontal rows of 6. Single plates for denominations printed in one color : 
1/zd., ld. , 11/zd., 2d., 1/ -, and 1/ 3. Head- and frame-plates for bicolored values: 
21/2 d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 2/ 6, 5/ -, 10/ -, and £1. ,Jubilee lines, decorative pillars, and 
marginal controls as noted hereafter. 

2. METHOD OF PREP A.RATION: De La Rue's procedure in making 
plates for a series of surface-printed stamps is described in Chapter XIV of Mr. 
Melville's book. (59 ) Portions of the design common to all values were engraved 
upon steel in r elief to make a first die. From this, sufficient subsidiary dies in 
relief to provide at least one for each denomination of the series were provided by 
a transferring process. Th en a complete die for each denomination was produced, 
such additional design matter as was r equired being engraved upon a subsidiary 
die. For bicolored denominations two complete dies, of course, were needed, 
although that for making head-plate cliches might serve for more than one de­
nomination of a series as in the Union King's Heads. 

Next it was customary to make 240 molds, each for a single stamp, the 
design of a completed die being transferred to the surfaces of lead blocks under 
hydraulic pressure. These blocks were uniformly sized ''a mere fraction larger 
than the stamp which is impressed from the die on the surfaced area. The 
margin is just half the measure between two stamps as printed, the lead blocks 
when placed together having just the requisite bevels to form the space for the 
perforation gutters.'' (60 ) Each block was provided with a mathematically cen­
tered screw hole on its under side so that it could be fastened, along with 239 
duplicate blocks, to holes accurately spaced in an iron bed. Similarly prepared 
die-cut lead molds for Jubilee lines, decorative pillars, and controls were also 
screwed to the iron bed in their appropriate positions, after which a copper-faced 
electrotype of the whole ''pattern'' was made. From this original electrotype, 
or ''master-plate,'' were prepared sufficient duplicate electrotypes, known as 
"printing-plates." The printing-plates which were faced with nickel, became 
the plates actually used upon the presses. 

3. DIES : Mr. Sydow has very kindly placed at my disposal the r esults of 
comparisons he has made between the designs of these Union King's H eads and 
those of the colonial stamps produced by the several types of Georgian keyplates 
which De La Rue employed. His studies point to a conclusion that a first die of 
the portrait-head alone was used for most, if not all, of these adhesives, different 
backg1·oimds being added thereto by transferring as required. (61 ) 

From an examination of the Union King's H eads he has found that the back­
ground of the portrait-head in each denomination always consists of 58 hori­
zontal lines plus one curved line of shading at the top of the oval. A.lso, he 

(59) Melville, F. J.: 01>. cit., pp. l 44-16 l. 
(60) Ibid. , p. 17 3. 
(61) Not e, for exampl es, the commo n b ackground o f h ead-pl ate c li ch <'.!s used in the 

191 2 a nd 1913 emi ss ions for J a maica (Scott type AU, SG type 18) , N yasaland (A3 , 15), 
St. Luc ia (A13, 14) Straits Sett l e m e nts (A26, 53); a nd s ubs equ e ntl y u sed in som e e missi ons 
for British Honduras, Ceylon, a nd T a nganyika. 
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observes that (except in the numerals of value, in the words "Postage" and 
"Postzegel," and in the "ribbons " between the value tablets) a common frame 
design was used throughout all denominations. This is demonstrated by the 

Q.~- .... , ,,,,...---b. 

t1 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --· "l"~-------------c. 
,: 

-d _________ ,,... 
. '"' ----

Fig. 17. Six co1111uo11 clturncterist'ics of the frn111e designs of nJI de1101uinations 
of the King's Head series. 

constant presence of 105 ''pearls'' around the oval opening of the frame and by 
other constant characteristics, six of which are illustrated in Fig. 17, namely: 
a . Upper left corner: Vertical line of shading at right of fleur-de-lis is distinct there­

from and unbroken. 
b. Upper right corner: Vertical line of shading at left of fleur-de-lis m erges there­

with and appears broken. 
c. At left side: 7 4 horizontal lines of shading. 
d. At right side: 72 horizontal lines of shading, with a trace of a 73rd sometimes 

appearing. 
e. Scroll at left: 1-3-2 vertical dashes. 
f. Scroll at right: 2-3-2 vertical dashes. 

Mr. Sydow also, however, observes certain significant differences: (1 ) in 
the appearance of the words ''Postage'' and '' Postzegel'' of the various denomi­
nations, e.g., in the serifs of the "P" of "Postage" and in the spacing of the 
"P" and "O"; (2) in the appearance of the words "Revenue" and "Inkomst" 
of the three denominations which carry these words in the "ribbons" between 
the value tablets, e.g., in th e "R" of "Revenue," which appears upright on the 
l1;2d. and leaning to th e right on the l/2d. and ld., and which is noticeably thicker 
on the ld. 

On a basis of Mr. Sydow 's studies and Mr. Melville's description of De La 
Rue 's methods, as well as from an examination of certain die proofs and actual 
stamps, the principal steps which may have been followed in making the several 
dies required for this Union series can be reconstructed in outline. 
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I. -A transfer was taken from a first die of the portrait-head alone engraved upon 
steel in relief. To this was added the horizontal shading with oval' outline a back­
ground peculiar to the Union King's Heads and not found upon any of the 
colonial key-plates. The result became: 

A. - A complete die of the medallion for head-plate cliches of all bicolored 
values. 

B. - A subsidiary die for all singly printed values, as described under IV 
below. 

II. -A first die of the frame was engraved upon steel in relief, the words "Postage" 
and "Postzegel" being omitted, and the value tablets and "ribbons" being 
left blank. Transfers from this were treated as follows: 

A. - By addition of the words "Postage" and "Postzegel" and the respective 
numerals of value. 

B. - By further addition to the "ribbons" of ( 1) the words "Revenue" and 
" Inkomst" for the 1h d. , ld., and 1 1h d., or ( 2) a series of vertical dashes 
for the other values. 

III. - From II.-B. there resulted: 
A. - Complete dies for each frame-plate cliche of the bicolored values : 21h d ., 

3d ., 4d., Gd., 2/6, 5 / -, 10 / -, and £1. 
B. -Subsidia.1.·y dies, suitably denominated, for the frames of the singly 

printed values. 

IV. - By further transferring the r esults obtained as described under 1.-B. were 
combined with those d escribed under III.-B. from which there resulted: 

A. - Complete dies for each cliche of the singly printed values: lf.id., ld. , 
llf.id ., 2d., 1 / -, and 1 /3 . 

4. JUBILEE LINES: All panes of all denominations were surrounded by 
Jubilee lines; in bicolored values the outer of the two lines was that of the head­
plate. The purpose of these lines, which derived their name from having been 
introduced by De La Rue for the British Jubilee series of 1887, was to protect the 
printing-plates at the points of greatest strain. Breaks left at the termini of the 
perforation gutters provided escapement for the air pressure built up by the 
inking rollers. ( 62 ) 

As pointed out by Messrs. Ritchie (63 ) and Reynolds, (64 ) two common char­
acteristics are to be observed in the horizontal oiiter ,Jubilee lines of all doubly 
printed sheets of the King's Head series: a rounded "bite" above Row 1, No. 1, 
and a minute crack below Row 20, No. 2. (Fig. 18). These recognizable marks 
indicate that the same master-plate was used for making all the bead-plates used 
on the presses. 

But Mr. Ritchie also noted (65 ) that variations of length in the vertical outer 
Jubilee lines are to be observed in the 2:Y2d. , 3d. black and orange-red, and 4d. 
''One printing, which is rare,' ' be wrote, ''has two complete parallel lines round 
each pane with only the usual breaks at the rows of perforations, the other has 
one complete line (for the frame-plate) and the outer one (for the head-plate ) 
in short irregular lengths at the sides. This latter type is found in all other 
values which are printed from bead- and frame-plates, and the former may th ere­
fore be the original state of the head-plate.'' 

Mr. Ritchie's statement that in his first-named printing there were "two 
complete parallel lines round each pane" has been questioned, (66 ) but his opinion 
that plates with any iinshortened vertical head-plate Jubilee lines bad only a 
very limited use is attested by the evident scarcity of control pairs or marginal 
pieces showing the variety "both Jubilee lines of same length . " 

(62) S ee Rowe ll, R. B.: " Notes on Co ntrols, Edwardian and Georgian P e riod s," (Stam11 
Collec ting, Handbook No. 11) p. 6. F. H . Vallan cey, London, 1919 . 

(6 3) Ritchie, J.: 011 . cit., p. 14. 
(64) Reynold s, G . W. : H eadplate V a ri e ti es of the 3d. Black a nd Orange, South African 

Philatelist, Vol. II, p. 69, Jun e, 1924. 
(65) Ritchi e, J.: op. cit. , pp. 42-43 . 
(66) Mr. Sydow writes that full-length vertical h e ad-plate lin es occu rre d 19 tim e s 

p er plate, viz.: At th e l e ft of the l e ft-h a nd pan e s o pposite Rows l , 2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 
19 , and 20; at th e right of right-hand panes opposite Rows 1, 2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 19, a nd 20. 
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Fig. 18. Control imirs of the 2'hd. 111ul 3cl. black and orange~red showing: (u) two co nun on 
ehnraeter·istics of the outer (bead-1_>lnte) JubiJee Jiues of nil bicolored values, a i·ounded 
"bite" above Ron• 1. No. 1, nntJ a u1inute crack belo"' Ro'v 20, No. 2; and (b) "hotl1 ' 'ertical 

Jubilee lines of sa111e length." 

Fig, 1!). Control i>airs of the 4d., Gd., 2 / 6, mid 5 / - showing "both vertical Jubilee lines of 
su111e le11gtl1," n ' 'nriety hitherto unI·eported except in the 21/2d., 3d. black 

:nul orn11ge-red, :uul 411. 
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However, to Mr. Ritchie's three values showing this variety- the 21;2d., 3d. 
black and orange-red, and 4d.- must now be added another three, for Mr. Lich­
tenstein advises me that the collection of Mr. J. Lewis of Bloemfontein includes a 
6d. "mint top left control pair with even-length lines," and the author's collec­
tion includes control pairs showing" even-length lines" in the 2/ 6 and 5/ -, as well 
as in the 6d. (Fig. 19 ). 

Thus it would appear that the master-plate was altered after the first bead­
plates used on the presses had been made, or, less likely, that the actual plates 
used on the presses were altered by the shortening of certain of the vertical 
Jubilee lines. The exact history of what actually happened must, of course, 
await such time as Messrs. De La Rue see fit to abandon their long-standing 
policy of declining to give information. 

F ig. 20. "1'li ssi11g Jubilee line" o f he:ul-plnte, kuo"'ll in all bicolore tl 
values exce1>t the 2.":Y2 d. nnd 3d. black and orange-red. 

Minor variations are frequently to be noted in the appearance of Jubilee 
lines in marginal specimens, especially in later printings of bicolored values. 
These differences, while of no great philatelic importance, do demonstrate that 
the Jubilee lines fulfilled their intended purpose by sustaining pressroom wear 
which otherwise would have necessitated more frequent preparation of new 
printing-plates. 

. 
: . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

···•······•·······•·•·•·•·•·· . :, 
. . . . . . 

. 

....,,..,...... ___ · ~ ..... 
•............ : •.•.....••..• :., . . 
South West; Zuidwest • .. 

Africt 
.'>.. 

Fig. 21. Illustrating: (a) tl1e ''decorative uillnr" u sed in the horizontal gutters of all 
1•lntes for singly printed (le1101ninntious anti of the fra1ne-plates for the £1; and (b) one of 
the several types of overurh1tings np1>lied to the J{.ing's H e ads for u se in South West Africa. 

The Simenhoff and Natal catalogues cite the existence of specimens with a 
"missing Jubilee line (in vertical pair)" for all bicolored values except the 
21;2d. and 3d. black and orange-red. The "missing line " is from the head-plate, 
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and it is absent from the vertical gutter between panes. (Fig. 20). The Natal 
Catalogue also reports the ''missing Jubilee line'' for the 1/ - and 1/ 3, but Mr. 
Simenhoff writes me that he has never seen such a variety in these singly printed 
values. 

5. DECORATIVE PILLARS: In horizontal gutters of all plates for singly 
printed denominations (Yzd., ld., l1/2d., 2d., 1/ -, and 1/ 3 and in the frame­
plate of the £1. (Fig. 21 ). Certain technical advantages may have accrued in 
printing operations from having these gutters filled with material type-high. 
Moreover, pillars may have been inserted also to ensure complete cancellation of 
what would otherwise, except for the Jubilee lines, be left as blank pieces of 
gummed, stamp-size paper, correctly perforated. Mr. R. Roberts, in a letter to 
the author, suggests that the double Jubilee lines in bicolored printings took up 
sufficient space to obviate abuse by forgers. This fact, in his opinion, may account 
for the absence of pillars in the frame-plates of the doubly printed denominations 
originally issued in 1913, although pillars later appeared for the £1 which was 
issued in 1916. 

F i g·. 22, Sh eet e o r n e r s o f tl1e Zd. s h o wing : (a ) l oea r io n o f the eoutto l numbers.; ( b ) the 
"p e rforatio n rever sed " vari-ety i n the l eft - ltnnd c o r n e r s; and ( c) the nor1nnl p e r f ora tion 

in t h e rig l1t-hand corners, i.e ., '\Vith t h e botto1n nutrgin 1•lnin and t h e 
t o 1• nutrgin p erfo rnte(l t hro u g h . 

6. CONTROLS: Four marginal numbers per plate, except in plates used for 
earliest printings of the ld. and possibly in tete-beche plates for booklet printings, 
to be described later. The numbers were located in the top margin above Row 1, 
Nos. 2 and 11, and in the bottom margin below Row 20, -Nos. 2 and 11. (See 
Fig. 22). 

For doubly printed values the control was always in the color of the head­
plate and always No. 1, a fact which further supports the conclusion already noted 
that the same master-plate served for making all the head-plates. 

(67) D ata from Reynolds, G. W.: Notes on Plate Numbers, Sout h Afrle au Philate list, 
Vol. I, p. 163, J a n., 1924. 

(68) Phllutelle M n guziue, No. 64, p. 135, June 5, 1916, a nd No. 66, p. 183, Aug. 5, 1916. 
(69) Philutelie lUug azlne, No. 156, p. 443, Aug. 25, 1921, and Quarterl y Review of 

P hilatel y, Vol. I, p. 9, Sept. 15, 1921. 
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For singly printed values the following numbers were used, the approximate 
years in which they were placed on issue being indicated in parenthesis: 

%d. - 1 and 2 (prior to 1916), 3 and 4 (1917) , 5 ( 1919), 6 (1920), and 7 
( 19 2 3 ) . ( 67) 

ld. -3 , 4, 5, 6, and 7. (Controls 3 and 4 w e r e r eported as early as 1916(68) , 
and the others had appeared by 19 2 3) . 

1%d. - 1 and 2 (1920). 
2d. -1 (19 1 3), and 2 (first reporte d(69) in 1921) . 

1 / - -1 only (19 1 3). 
1 / 3 - 1 only ( 1920) . 

• • • • • • • • • • 
• ....... .;;~::~~111!!!11!11!'1 -· t •••••••• t i •••••• 

1: 
Fig. 23. The peculiarity constant to tl1e control nuuteral of the King's Heads 'vith control 

2 in the 1 ¥.z: d. and 2d., a peculiarity ,vJ1ich is absent front the l/2d. '''ith control 2. 

Mr. Sydow directs attention to a peculiarity which is constant in the con­
trol numeral of the Union King's Heads with control 2 in the l1/2d . and 2d. (Fig. 
23) and which is also to be found in control 2 sheets of certain colonial issues, 
e. g., Hong Kong, Kenya and Uganda. This flaw is absent from. the 1/2d. Union 
King's Head with control 2, a fact which has led to the detection of fraudulent 
specimens of this relatively scarce item. The frauds were made by the clever 
joining of a genuine l/2d. Union stamp with a genuine marginal portion from a 
colonial sheet bearing control 2. 

Fig. 24. T h e ld. "without eontrol." 

The existence of ld. sheets printed from a plate bearing no control number 
was reported as early as 1916. (7° ) (Fig. 24 ) . Sheets with controls 3 and 4 were 
then known, and as time went on those having higher numbers were noticed, but 
none having 1 or 2. It quickly became apparent that ld. sheet corners minus a 
control number were elusive items and by 1926, when Mr. Ritchie published his 

(70) Philntelle Magazine, No. 69, p. 25 5, Nov. 8, 1916 . 
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handbook, they ranked as definite rarities. He stated tbat bottom right-hand 
corners existed with "two rounded gaps" in the Jubilee line under Row 20, No. 
12, and ''without these gaps''; and be thought that possibly the latter was ''from 
plate ( 1 ) " and the former from "plate ( 2 ) . " ( 71 ) 

In 1927 such a corner with ''one nick'' under the last stamp turned up in a 
dealer's stock in J obannesburg. In reporting this discovery the South African 
Philatelist said, '' . . . Now it would appear that, after a supply of stamps had 
been printed from the first plate made, it occurred to the printers to make some 
indication that this was the first plate made. One nick was therefore made in the 
Jubilee line under the last stamp in the sheet, and further printings [were] 
made from the plate. When a new plate was made two nicks were made in the 
Jubilee line under the last stamp. Plates 3 and onwards, as is known, bear the 
plate number . . .. "(72) 

Controversy continued, and no wholly acceptable explanation having been 
published up to 1940, S. C. W. Wareham invited further interest and clarifica­
tion by assembling ''relevant excerpts'' from the writings of Messrs. Reynolds 
and Ritchie and from the Simenhoff and Natal catalogues, and by commenting 
upon their conflicting statements and assumptions.(73 ) Mr. Wareham's article 
was followed by a paper read by A. H. Sydow before the Cape Town Philatelic 
Society,( 74 ) in which be offered a "solution of the problem" based upon the ld. 
stamps having been originally printed from two plates ''affixed to the bed of the 
printing machine, neither of which bore a plate number nor any indication of 
differentiation by way of notches in the guard lines of the plates. At a later 
stage one plate was marked with one · squared no·tch . . . , and the other plate 
was marked with two· rounded notches . . .. " 

Corroboration of Mr. Sydow 's theory is to be found in Mr. Melville's book of 
1916, in which it is stated (75 ) that stamps were ordinarily "printed 480 set, 
from two plates side by side, the paper being supplied to the printers in sheets 
double the size of the Post Office issue-sheets of 240. In printing the two plates 
side by side the printer usually works with the same pair of plates day after day, 
and he finds it advantageous to use them always in the same positions in the press, 
the 'pitch' plate ('I' cut) being that which actually passes under the ink rollers 
first, and is actually printed first, the 'leave' plate ('TI' cuts) being inked and 
printed in immediate succession.'' 

Mr. Sydow writes me that from his further observation of the Jubilee lines of 
marginal specimens from ld. plates without control he has found: (1) that the 
plate without notches and the plate with two rounded notches both show an 
identical white dot in the Jubilee line at the base of the vertical gutter, and (2 ) 
that the plate with one squared notch and the plate with two rounded notches 
both show a break in the Jubilee line above the N. W . corner of the first stamp of 
the upper right pane, bid in the first instance the break is 1;~ mm. wide while in 
the second instance it is 11/2 mm. wide. 

Still further corroboration of the belief that the ld. and other singly printed 
denominations for which plates with more than one control are known to exist, 
viz. 1/2d., ll/2d., and 2d., were printed 480 set, came through Mr. Wareham's dis­
covery that the "ld. No Watermark" rarity, hitherto known in but one sheet 
with control 6, also existed in one sheet with control 7, the particulars of which 
discovery are given under a later heading. 

It is to be hoped that definite proof of the theories advanced in Mr. Sydow 's 
paper may some day be furnished from the records of Messrs. De La Rue, when 

(71) Ritchi e, J . : OlJ. c i t ., p. 14. 
(72) Sou t h Afrlcnn P hil atelist, Vol. V, p. 39, May, 1927. 
(73) Wareham , S. C. W.: Plate Numbe rs and Numbe rs of th e King's H ead ld. Value , 

Septe mbe r, 1913, Sou t h African P hllntellst, Vol. XVI, p. 18, Feb., 1940. 
(74) Sydow, A. H.: Coll a t e ral Plate Printing by Thos. D e La Rue and Co., Ltd ., of 

Ce rta in of th e Union G e orgian Sta mps, Sou th African P hilatelist, Vol. XVI, p. 66 , 
May, 1940. 

(7 5 ) M e lvill e, F. J . : 0 1>. cit., p. 174. 
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some explanation may also be provided for the nonappearance of similar printings 
minus control numbers for denominations other than the ld. 

PAPER, WATERMARK, AND GUM 
1. P .APER: White wove throughout for all denominations and printings. 

Mr. Simenhoff invites attention to the facts that many mint stamps are to be 
found on thin paper with the watermark visible on the printed side when the 
stamps lie face upward, especially in the ld. and 1/ -, and that very thick paper is 
also known, especially in the 1/ 3. (76 ) But it is impossible to trace the notice­
able variations of paper thickness in the King's Heads, for as l\ir. Roberts inform 
me, many British mills were being called upon during the war and post-war 
periods to furnish supplies to De La Rue and other stamp printers. By way of 
emphasizing the difficulties then encountered in obtaining colored papers, he 
recalls that they gave rise to the varied types of yellows and greens, e.g., oranges, 
buffs, blue-greens, white- and olive-backs, and emerald-surfaced. 

Mr. Sydow writes that in the ld., 11/'.!d., and 2d. he has noted papers which 
m,ay be distinguished on a basis other than that of thickness. Examples which he 
kindly sends lead Mr. Rich to observe that one kind of these papers is character­
ized by a "very faint \VOve" appearance with the watermark comparatively 
faint, while the other shows a ''strongly wove pattern'' with the watermark so 
prominent that it may show on the front of the stamp through the printed im­
pression. Mr. Rich, therefore, proposes the classifications "faintly wove" and 
''strongly wove.'' 

2. ''REP .AIRED P .APER'': .A variety caused by the patching of a torn 
sheet with the result that the printed impression of one or more stamps falls upon 
each side of a tear. Mr. Sydow has this variety, 'which i. · rare, in a block of six 
of the Y2d. and in a strip of five of the l1/2d. 

3. W .ATERM.ARK: Upright head of a springbok, one to each stamp. 
Sheet margins and gutters normally appeared unwatermarked, except that a 
"pointer" (a"+" watermark, of which there were six per sheet of 240 stamps, 
to serve as guides in cutting the paper ) , generally shows in marginal specimens 
from sheet corners or from opposite the horizontal gutter. (77 ) 

Varieties of the springbok's head with a broken or missing horn, caused by 
damaged "bits" on dandy rolls, are recorded by the Natal and Simenhoff cata­
logues for the llzd., ld., 1Y2d., and 2d. ; and the Simenhoff also notes them for the 
2Y2d., and the 3d. black and orange-red. (78 ) Each catalogue also reports that 
the 1/ - exists with "both horns missing." 

The pattern of the 240 watermarks per sheet was arranged in four panes to 
correspond with the positions in which the stamps were printed. .As will readily 
be appreciated, the registration of individual cliches on their respective water­
marks demanded the exercise of considerable care in trimming the paper and in 
pressroom operations. Stamps with watermark offcenter and with the shift such 
as to bring portions of two watermarks on a single stamp are by no means un­
common. (79 ) 

.Also inverted watermarks caused by inversion of the sheet when fed to the 
press( 80 ) are known except in the %d. with controls 1 and 2, and 1Y2d. with 

(76) See also Rich, S. G.: South Afri ca , 1910-1926, 0 1•. ci t .• p. 209 ; a nd Ritc hie , J.: 01>. 
cit., p, 45. 

(77) See Melvill e , F. J .: 01>. c it ., p. 30. 
(78) Mr. Sydow write s h e h a s s p ecime ns showing "b r oke n horn" o n stnmt> No. 24-0 

In th e 1hd. with control 5, ld. with control 7, 2d. wi t h control 2, and 3d. black and orange ­
r e d . 

(79) Discussed by Rich, S. G.: 0 1>. ci t., p. 208 . 
(80) Not to b e confuse d with inve rted wate rmark s arising from the use of tet e -bech e 

plates for som e printings for Bookl e ts (q. v . ). Top or bottom p e rforations of stamps 
from bookl e t panes usuall y show e \·id e nce of having b e e n cut by a trimming knife , but 
In th e 1hd .. ld., 1¥.,d., or 2d., pos itive proof that a sta mp showing inv e rted wate rmark 
did not come from a bookl e t p a n e r equire s that it exist (a) a ttached to a full-width 
portion of the shee t or gutte r m a rgin , (b) as on e of a v e rti cal strip of three, or (c ) as 
on e of a horizontal strip of four . 
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control 2, the 2/ 6, 5/ -, and £1; and their existence is questionable in the ld. with­
out control or with controls 4 or 5. Mr. Lichtenstein considers inverted water: 
marks "very rare" in the 10/ -; "scarce to rare" in the 2%d., 3d. black and 
orange-red, and 1/ 3; "fairly scarce" in the 3d. blue and blue, 6d., and 1/ -; "not 
so common" in the %d., ld., 2d., and 4d. ; and "common" in the l1/2 d. 

Messrs. De La Rue are deserving of compliment, however, upon their inspec­
tion of supplies prior to delivery to the postal authorities since the existence of 
but 100 single stamps entirely without watermark has ever been reported among 
th e millions circulated during the life of the issue. These came from some 2d. 
sheets sold at a branch post office in Johannesburg in 1919 and from two sheets 
of the ld.-a sheet with control 6 discovered in 1923, (81 ) and another sheet with 
control 7 noted less than a year ago. (82 ) 

4. 2d. NO WATERMARK: Faulty trimming of the paper turned the pat­
tern of 240 watermarks on a bias compared to the sheet edges and also misplaced 
it slightly (a) to the right in several sheets, with the result that a few stamps at 
the top of th e first vertical row of each sheet completely escaped any portion of a 
watermark, and (b ) to the left in one sheet, leaving a few stamps at the bottom 
of its last vertica.l row without watermark. According to Mr. Ritchie ''not more 
than 60'' unwatermarked copies of the 2d. existed, but Mr. Simenhoff, who placed 
the number at 52 in his catalogue, writes me that he obtained this figure from Mr. 
R. W. Hawkes, sometime Capetown dealer, who handled the entire stock. 

5. ld. NO WATERMARK: Faulty trimming of the paper misplaced the 
watermark pattern one stamp space upward. The paper was fed to the press 
upside down with r espect to its watermark pattern. Hence, all six stamps in 
the top horizontal row of each of the f 01tr panes escaped a watermark, and all 
other stamps had inverted watermarks. Also inverted watermarks showed in the 
decorative pillars of the horizontal gutter and in the margin beneath each stamp 
in the boUorn row of each lower pane. 

'fhe sheet with control 6, discovered early in 1923, was believed unique until 
mid-1941 . when S. C. W. Wareham reported (83 ) that he bad a bock of four of 
the ld. with control 7 as well as a similar block with control 6, ''the two top 
stamps in both cases being entirely without a watermark, indicating beyond a 
r easonable doubt that the 24 stamps mentioned by Ritchie and Simenhoff can be 
increased to 48. The fact that there were two sheets of these stamps and that 
where the watermark does occur, its position is identical, not only on both control 
blocks, . . . but on other portions of the sheets which I have in my possession, 
lends strong support to the theory that these stamps were printed from two dif­
ferent numbered plates, laid side by side forming a sheet of 480 stamps which 
was subsequently cut in half by the printers." 

6. 1 V2d. WATERMARK SIDEWISE : Mr. Lichtenstein informs me that 
the collection of Mr. J. Lewis of Bloemfontein includes a "specimen of the 11/2d. 
with the watermark sidewise, this being the only specimen known of this variety. 
It is obviously from a booklet pane, and is postmarked 1922. '' He can offer no 
explanation for its existence but simply records that such a stamp exists. 

7. GUM: The usual whitish dextrin compound used by De La Rue on most 
of their productions. In general, it is quite evenly spread and varies little in 
apparent thickness. Occasional irregularities are found, as if strings of hardened 
gum had lodged on the stamps, more often on stamps produced prior to 1920 than 
after that year. 

A very curious effect has been noted on a few specimens of the ld., suggest­
ing that for at least a brief period ''gum breaks,'' such as are regularly found in 

(81) Sou t h African P h ilatelist, Vol. I, p. 28, M arch , 1923,and p . 62, June, 1923. 
(82) Ibid., Vol. XVII, p. 73 , July, 1941. 
(83) Loe. elt. 
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the gum of many United States stamps since about 1920, were used on King's 
Head printings. Mr. Lichtenstein writes: ''The issues of your country show: 
(a) finely ribbed gum, and (b ) 'creased gum' at intervals of about 1/ 2 inch to 
prevent curling. I have seen the Union King's Head ld. with a similarly 
'creased gum' giving the appearance of a 'ribbed paper' as the creases are very 
narrow .... This variety was actually shown to me as one of 'ribbed paper'­
which it is not . . . . " 

In the Rich collection is a ld. King's Head with gum breaks which are verti­
cal, being 11/2mm. apart. The stamp itself has no identifying features of color, 
paper, and so on, which might place its . period of production, but Mr. Rich be­
lieves it came from booklet panes secured by him in 1924 or 1925; the panes were 
broken up before the gum feature was noticed. 

In the absence of definite information, one may presume that gum breakers 
to prevent curling of the stamps were tried experimentally in a few values of the 
King's Heads for a short time. No evidence exists that the supposedly "inferior" 
gum, said to have been used in the war years 1914 to 1918, was a factor in causing 
the experiment to be tried. 

COLORS 

Black and orange-red were discontinued for the 3d. in 1922 on account of 
an increase in the postal rate for overseas letters, and henceforth the 3d. was 
printed in blue and blue. Aside from this single major change, minor variations 
took place in all denominations. In all probability most of these changes came 
about from the scarcity of certain pigments during the war period and in the 
years immediately following. A concensus of the distinctions recognized by the 
Gibbons', Natal, and Simenhoff catalogues appears below, the numbers being 
cited as" SG," "N," and "S," respectively: 

J.hd.(84) green-SG 3; shades, S 8. 
blue-green- SG 4 ; N 7. 
yellow-green- SG 5. 
pale green-N 5; S 5. 
dark green- N 6. 

ld. rose-red- shades, SG 6; shades 

11hd. 

2d. 

N56;Sll. 
carmine-red- SG 7; N 55. 
scarlet- shades, SG 8; N 5 7. 

chestnut-shades, SG 9; N 106; 
shades, S 18. 

deep chestnut- N 105. 

dull purple-SG 10, shades, 
N 140; S 24. 

deep purple-SG 11. 
purple--N 140; shades, S 31. 
lilac-N 141. 
gray lilac- N 141; S 27. 
pale lilac-N 141. 

bright blue-SG 12. 
deep blue-SG 13; N 182 . 
dull blue- N 180. 
blue- N 181; shades, S 37. 

gray green-N 8 ; S 4. 
deep dull green- N 9; S 7. 
deep green- S 6. 
bronze-green band across stamp­

s 10f( 85) 

red-shades , N 5 8; shades, S 15 . 
carmine- S 12. 
dull rose- S 13. 
deep dull rose- S 14. 

yellow-brown- N 107. 
reddish brown- S 19. 
pale brown- S 20. 

dull lilac- S 25. 
brown lilac- S 2 8. 
plum- N 142; S 29.(86) 
pale plum- N 142; S 30 . 
reddish mauve-S 26. 
deep brown rose-S 28a. 

bright blue and blue--S 34 . 
deep blue and blue- S 35. 
ultramarine and ultramarine- S 3 6. 

(84) From Mr. Sim e nhoff I have received a copy of "a scarce ¥.,d. shade, uncatalogued 
thus far. It is a dee p eme r a ld with a mossy ove rinke d app eara n ce." 

(85) Mr. Lichtenstein comments upon this as "a most s triking color variety. Copi e s 
are included in both the L e wis a nd L e vy collections." 

(86) Mr. Sim e nhoff writes me : "Plum shade is like the sl a t e -purpl e, No. 89, in Stanl ey 
Gibbons, Colour Guide." 
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3d. 

4d. 

6d. 

1 / -

1 /3 

2/6 

5/-

10 / -

£1 

black and orange-red-SG 1 4. 
black and dull orange-red­

SG 15 . 
black and terra co tta- N 200; 

shades, S 43. 
black and d eep t e rra cotta- S 40. 
bl ack and pale t erra cotta-S 41. 
black and red-shades, N201. 
black and vermilion-N 202. 
gray-black and yellow-orange-

N 203 . 
gray-black a nd dull terra cotta­

S 42. 
orange-yellow a nd olive-green­

SG 16 . 
orange-yellow and sage-green-

SG 17 ; N 240; S 52. 
buff a nd olive-green- N 241. 
orange and green- shades, S 5 7. 
pale orange a nd yellow-g r een-

N 242. 
black and violet-SG 1 8; N 2 6 5; 

sh a des, S 63. · 
black and bright v iolet-SG 1 8a. 
black a nd reddish violet- N 266. 
black and mauve-N 267. 
orange- SG 19 ; shades, N 2 9 O; 

shades, S 69. 
orange-yellow- SG 19a; N 2 91; 

s 66. 
violet-shades , SG 20; s h a d es, 

74a. 
dark violet- N 300. 
purple and green-SG 21 ; 

sh ades, N 310; S 7 7 ; shades, 
s 79. 

purple and blue- SG 22; sh ades, 
N 32 2; S 81 ; shades , S 84. 

reddish purple and light blu e, 
SG 22a. 

deep blue and olive-green­
SG 23; N 331. 

deep blue and yellow-green­
s 86. 

green and red-SG 2 4. 
green and carmine- S 9 O; 

shades, S 9 3. 

ultra m a rine-sh a d es, SG 25. 
ultramarine and deep blue-N 221. 
ultramarine and ultramarine-S 48. 
blue and blue-shades N 220; S 46. 
blue a nd deep bright blue- N 222 . 
blue a nd deep blue-S 47. 

reddish buff a nd deep g r een- N 243. 
reddish buff and moss-green-S 53. 
reddish buff and olive-green-S 54. 
deep brown-buff a nd deep green-

s 55. 
pa le brown-buff a nd yellow-green­

s 56. 

black and deep violet- S 60. 
gray-black and violet-shades , N 269. 
g ray-black and reddish violet-S 61. 
gray-black and mauve-S 62 . 

buff-sh a des, N 292; S 67. 
brown-orange- N 293. 
brownish orange- S 68 . 

dark bluis h violet- S 7 2. 
pale violet- N 301. 
pale bluish violet- S 73. 
r eddish purple and green-N 311 ; 

s 78. 

reddish purple a nd blue-N 323. 
reddish purple and e lectric blue­

s 82. 

b lue a nd green- sh a des, N 3 3 2; 
shad es, S 8 7. 

blue and yell ow-green- N 330. 
ultramarine and olive-green- S 85. 
deep green and carmin e-red-S 91. 
o live-green and r ed- N 346. 
pale o live-green and r ed- SG 24a. 
pal e olive-green and carmine-S 9 2. 

PRINTING 
H eavy and light inkings of the plates are to be found in all values; and 

combinations of a heavily inked bead-plate with a lightly inked frame-plate, and 
vice versa, occurred in bicolored denominations. (Fig. 25). Variations of in­
tensity in the black medallions of the 6d. are especially striking. 

Stamps with "white patcbes"( 87 ) and others where the impression appears 
"blurred" have from time to time turned up. The first-named are chargeable 
against stray bits of paper or other foreign matter which got on the plate during 
press operations; the latter were perhaps caused by the end of a sheet's " flap­
ping'' lightly against the inked plate eith er before or after it passed under the 
platen of the press, i.e., by what printer s sometimes call a "kiss." 

"White blob" varieties, sometimes r eferred t o as "air bubble blobs," are 
noted for the 1/2d., ld., and 2d. by the Simenhoff catalogue, and these Mr. Lich­
tenstein locates as being within the bound~ry oval of the medallion portrait. 

(87) South Afrlcnn Phllutellst, Vol. III, p. 7, Feb., 1925; p, 17, Mar., 1925; p. 122, Dec. , 
1925; and Vol. V, p. 145, J a n ., 1928. 
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He writes that such varieties have also been recorded as follows: at left of crown 
in the lf2d. and 2d., at right of crown in the 2lf2d., and over the "N" of "VA " 
in the 2d.-and that "black blob on top of head" was found in the first printing 
of the 6d. 

1. DOUBLE PRINT IN 'l'HE lf2D.: Conceded to be the greatest of Union 
rarities; known only in the top five stamps of the first vertical row of a sheet 
purchased at the Johannesburg main Post Office in August, 1919. (Figs. 26 
and 27 ). The usual explanation, as given by Mr. Ritchie, that the upper left­
hand corner of a sheet bad been folded over, ''thus allowing the impression to 
come on to the next sheet, which, escaping notice, was then fully printed in its 
turn,'' (88 ) may be correct. Mr. Rich informs me that his copy (the fourth from 
the top) definitely shows that the lines of the partial impression are under those 
of the full impression. 

But, Mr. Rich considers that it would be ''far more r easonable to assume 
that two sheets of paper were accidentally fed into the press together, (89 ) the 
upper one being slightly in advance of the lower, and the two sheets being slightly 
skewed relatively to each other. The impression overlapped the edge of the upper 
sheet which presumably was discarded as defective. Somehow the lower sheet 
was again fed through the press, received the full impression and was thus 
completed, after which it was passed by the inspectors and ultimately sold over 
the post office counter at Johannesburg." 

Credit for initially observing that the top four of the five Halfpenny Double 
Prints ''appeared to be rather 'smudged','' according to Mr. Ritchie rested 
''with an office boy who had occasion to purchase some stamps for his firm.' ' 
Like most office boys who have figured from time to time in r eports of the dis­
cover:v of philatelic treasures, the name of this Johannesburg hero has not come 
down to us. Mr. Ritchie does record that the boy sold the top pair "to a dealer 
for 5/ -, while the remaining pair he disposed of for 10/ -," but the essential point 
to be noted, however, would seem to be that these stamps did not emanate from 
any unorthodox source. Instead, they came from a remnant · of a sheet being 
offered for sale over the retail counter of a regular post office in the ordinary 
course of a day's business. 

2. DOUBLE PRINT IN THE FRAME-PLATE OF THE 6d. : Discovered by 
S. G. Rich some years ago on two used copies, one with Simonstown cancellation 
of 1916 and the other with Kenhardt (Cape ) cancellation indicating me in some 
year prior to 1920. This double print of the 6d. frame-plate has been neglected 
by cataloguers and specialists in South Africa although Mr. Rich reported it as 
early as 1928 in this magazine. (90 ) He describes these two stamps, which are still 
in his collection, as follows: 

''The doubling extends to th e entire lower corner half of the frame on both 
copies, and includes the entire oval band bearing the names of the country. It is 
not visible on the crown at the top, nor on the upper corner parts of the design. 
ThP- displacement is about 1/3 mm. to the right, taking the partial impression as 
the doubling. This is in contrast to the downward displacement of 1 mm. for 
the partial impression of the 1/ 2d. The origin of the doubling is not clear but the 
small displacement would indicate that it probably came about through a flapping 
of the paper as it came off the plate. It is definitely not a 'slur,' nor can it be 
ascribed to any effect of plate wear.'' 

(88) Ritchie, J.: 0 11. cit., p. 33 . 
(89) Mr. Rich here inte rposes this footnot e: "We lack information as to whether th e 

stamp printing presses were hand f ed or m achine fed, as well as on th e ir construction 
and m e thod of operation . Partial doubling of this sort is not an un common cau se of 
spoilage when the usual modern pn e umatic f eed ing d evices are used, and with a press 
on th e system variously known as Napi e r, K elly, or Mi ehl e, conditions are right for pro­
duc ing just this result. According to test imony of practica l printe rs consulted, a two­
revolution press on this system would appear the most reasonabl e machine to have b een 
used for producing these stamps. 'rhe extreme r e ti Ge n ce of Messrs. De La Rue on all 
matters makes verification of these probabilitie s impracticable." 

(90) Rich, S. G.: op. c i t ., p. 23. 
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F ig;. 2 5 . Illustrating the effect of l1euvy und 
Iii;· h t Inkings of t>ln tes. 

F ig. 20 . At 1·igl1t: A ll fi'' e co11ies of tlte 
g-rentest of U nion 1·ar·ities, t he Half11euuy 
Double Print, f ront n "recon s truc tecl" u1ul 
J1itl1 e rto un1Jubli s h ed 11l1otog·rn11l1 nuule l•Y 
Wa lter Hesse of C:11Jeto\\1u. Re:uling· do\vn : 
N o s. 1 :uuJ 2 f o1· u1 the 11n ir origiun ll y O\Vnetl 
by J. Ritchie nnd no'" in the coll ect iou of 
L . S in1enl1oif . Nos. :J und 4 n 1 e re s old :1 s n 
tHth• in London e:1rly in the lfi20's :.nd " ·ere 
nfter,,·:n·d se11.arnte d . T h e 11resen t n ·l1 ere­
ahouts of No. 3 n1·e nnkno"·n n · hil e 1\To. 4. 
n ·l1 icl1 " ·:1s iu d e nlt•1·'s lutnd s for :1t l e n s t e ig;l1t 
ye:1rs (lU·2l!:J-!ll), is non• in th e c ollt•c tion of 
S . G. lUc h . Proft-ssor J. J. S ruitlt of South 

Afri c a l1n s N o. 5 . 

l ? ig._ 2r;. Belo"' : A furthe1· e ulu1·g·eu1e11t of 
j}lr. Rich 's COil Y• 
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Mr. Rich continues: ''The wear of electrotypes does not give any such ap­
parent doubling of part of the lines. Instead, ·wear results in outlines rather 
than solid white lines, or in a rounding off of all printing parts, e.g., blunted 
corners. In these 6d. doubles the white letters of UNION and AFRIKA, as well 
as parts of other words in the dark ovals, show as white parts of letters doubled.'' 

3. OFFSETS ON BACK: Known in the 1/2d., ld., llhd., 2d., 3d. in both 
color combinations, 6d., 1/ -, and 10/ -. For the 3d. black and orange-red, 6d., and 
10_/_ the catalogue descriptions read "complete offset of head-plate on back." 

4. FOLD-OVERS IN SHEET CORNERS: Reported by Mr. Ritchie (91 ) 

and in the South African Philatelist (92 ) as existing in the 1/2d. with control 5, 
ld. with control 4, llhd. with control°l, and 2d. with control 2. In these "freak" 
varieties portions of the printed impressions of one or more stamps registered on 
the back of the sheet, i.e., on the folded-over corner, and the corresponding por­
tions of the face of the sheet were blank. Also, th e Quarte1·ly R eview of Phi­
lately (93 ) reported that on two sheets of the 6d. sold over the counter of a post 
office in the Orange Free State in 1921 the printed impressions of an unspeci­
fied number of head-plate medallions appeared on the back of the sheet. These 
were attributed to a corner fold-over since the spaces normally occupied by the 
King's head were blank on some stamps. 

5. PRINTED ON BACK OF SHEET: Known in the l/zd., ld. , ll/2d., and 
2d. According to the Simenhoff Catalogue, the variety is described as ''printed 
on gummed side, due to 'fold-over' corner," the catalogue numbers being lOk, 
17e, 23e, and 33f, respectively. Presumably Mr. Simenhoff had reference to the 
corner fold-overs listed in the preceding section, for Mr. Ritchie directly ascribed 
"stamps printed on the back [as being] ... due to the corners of a sheet being 
folded when printed . . . "(94) 

But, as Mr. Lichtenstein points out in a letter to the author, such stamps 
should show the watermark placed sidewise or at an angle, whereas all copies 
Mr. Lichtenstein has seen printed on the back of the sheet, including a lhd. pair 
in the Lewis collection, have the ''watermark perfectly normal.'' He continues: 
''It follows that any stamps with normal watermark, and printed on the gummed 
side of the paper, must have been occasioned as an error on the part of the 
printers who put entire sheets into the printing press the wrong side up.'' 

A variety such as Mr. Lewis ' halfpenny pair could be accounted for, as Mr. 
Rich suggests (although he thinks it only a remote po. sibility), by assuming a 
fold-over parallel to a sheet edge. If a sheet with a fold-over parallel to its verti­
cal edge were fed to the press with its watermarks upright, a normal upright 
watermark would appear on all stamps printed on the back of the sheet or on its 
front. If a sheet with a fold-over parallel to its horizontal edge were fed to th e 
press with the watermarks on its unfolded portion inverted, a normal upright 
watermark would appear on all stamps printed on the back of the sheet and an 
inverted watermark would appear on all stamps printed on the front of the sheet. 

According to Mr. Melville (95 ) De La Rue printed typographed stamps "on 
paper that is gummed before printing," and Mr. Ritchie (96 ) reached that con­
clusion with respect to the Union King's Heads on the basis of his studies of 
fold-overs and other freak varieties. In such examples of the offsets on back de­
scribed in Section 3 above as have come to the author's notice, the offset is defi­
nitely on the gurn rather than under it. It therefore seems certain that the varie­
ties under discussion in .this Section should be described as ''printed on gummed 
side" rather than as "gummed on printed side," and that it would be unjust to 

(91) Ritchie, J.: op. c it., pp. 62-63. 
(92) Vol. I , p . 118, Oct., 1923 ; p. 1.29, No v., 1923; p. 14 5, Dec., 1923; Vol. III, p. 122, 

Dec., 1925; Vol. IV, p. 89, Oct., 1926. 
(93) Vol. I, p. 12, Jun e 15, 1921. 
(94) Ritchie, J . : o p . c it., p. 62. 
(95) M elvill e, F. J.: o p. cit., p. 187. 
(96) Ritchie, J.: o p . cit., p. 66. 
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cast the workman who applied the gum as chief villain of this particular phila­
telic comedy of errors. 

6. SHIFTED MEDALLIONS: Sometimes called "half moons" or "new 
moons." Caused by imperfect registration of head-plate and frame-plate 
cliches, and known in the 2V:;id., 3d. in both colors, 4d., 6d. , 2/ 6, 5/ -, and 10/ -. 
Examples of extreme shifting where the medallion actually overlaps the frame­
plate impression are rare, and have been reported in only the 3d. in both colors, 
6d. (Fig. 28 ) , and 5/ -. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I . 
: 
: 

: . . • • 
~ 

Fig. 2 . U 1111er half of n mint N. W. pane of the 6d. s h owing: (a) nLiSJ>lucement of J1ead-
1>lnte Jubilee lines 'vitih res11ect· to t h ose of the frl1n1e-plate; (b) extren1e exa1111>les of 
"slai ftetl u1etlallious," in '~'lti cb their hn1•ressions overln tJ those of t h e corresuontling fran1e­
plate clicbCsr; and (c) t h e ''extra 1•erforation in -vertical gutter" variety. rt,h e ltorizontal 
'vhite streaks that ap1lea r on the st:nnps uud g utter 11ortion of Ro~v 4 co inchle 'vitl1 slight 
pa11er creases 'vl1icb nl."le no-ticeable on tl1e g unnned sid e of the 11ane. Or·ig·inull y in the 
collectiou of t l1 e la te H. H. Suby, this fin est k n o,vn exan111le of the 1nedal1iou sh i ft is no'v 
ht th:tt of lUr. S ituenboff, and it is illustrnte1l ltere,vith t 11rougb hJs courtesy front a 

11hotogr:q1l1 nuule by Wa l ter Hess·e of Capet0\\'11. 

PERFORATION 
Sheets other than those used for making coils (discussed below under that 

heading ) were perforated 14 x 14, the operation being performed by a comb 
machine normally working upward on the sheet. This left the bottom and both 
side margins plain, the top ' margin and all gutters being perforated through. 
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Also, except in certain printings of the ld. as noted below, the type of comb 
machine used punched a single extra perforation hole at each break in the vertical 
Jubilee lines of the side margins. 

1. PERFORATIONS REVERSED: Caused by inversion of the sheet when 
fed to the perforator, so that the comb machine worked downward on the sheet, 
thus leaving the top margin plain and the bottom perforated through. (97 ) The 
variety is known in some sheets of the 1/2d. (except with controls 1 and 2), of the 
ld. (except with control 5), and of the 2d. (See Fig. 22). 

2. PART-PERFORATE TOP OR BOTTOM MARGINS: Abnormally wide 
top or bottom sheet margins infrequently resulted : (a) in a horizontal row of 
perforations occurring in the margin at the extreme top of the sheet; or (b) in 
one or more of the needles at the ends of the vertical rows of the comb, i .e., the 
comb's ''teeth,'' registering near the bottom edge of the normally imperforate 
bottom margin of the sheet. (98 ) Mr. Sydow has bottom marginal pieces of the 
ld. with control 6 and the 2d. with control 1 which show, respectively, six and 
three such perforations per vertical row. 

3. MISSING PERFORATION: (a) Vertical pairs of the 1hd., 2d., 4d., and 
1/ - are known with one perforation "blind" because of a broken comb needle. (99) 

(b) Certain sheets of the ld. without control and with controls 3 and 4 were per­
forated by a comb which did not punch the single extra holes at the breaks in the 
vertical Jubilee lines of the side margins of the sheets. (1°0) 

4. EXTRA PERFORATION IN VERTICAL GUTTER: Messrs. Sydow 
and Simenhoff advise me that certain sheets of earlier printings show one addi­
tional perforation hole (centered and 5 mm. down) in each portion of the verti­
cal gutter between the 20 horizontal rows of. stamps (See Fig. 28). They have 
noted this variety in the ld., 2d., 3d. black and orange-red, 6d., and 1/ -. 

5. ld. PART-PERFORATE STAMPS: In 1922 a ld. pair from a sheet 
corner bearing control 6 was discovered with one stamp impe~forate at the bot­
tom, caused by the folding over of the corner after printing but before perfo­
rating. (101 ) Similar fold-overs turned up later in two sheets of the ld. with 
control 7, the first leaving one stamp almost entirely imperforate at the left side, 
and the other leaving one stamp almost entirely imperforate at the bottom. (102) 

ENDWISE COILS 
Beginning September 1, 1913, and February 14, 1914, respectively, 1hd. and 

ld. stamps, perforated 14 x imperf. , were dispensed by vending machines (103 ) at 
post offices in larger cities and sold over counters in coils of 500 and 1,200. The 
inland letter rate was increased from ld. to 11hd. as of May 10, 1920, and coils of 
the l1/2d. were issued November 15, but this value was not dispensed through 
vending machines. (104 ) In the following year, when the rate was increased 
another halfpenny as of ,June 1, the appearance of 2d. coils was similarly delayed 
until October 7, 1921. (105) 

(97) Ritchie, J.: 01.>. cit. , p. 38. 
(98) lbhl., p. 40. 
( 99) Loe. cit. 
(100) Ibicl., p. 39. 
(101) Quarterly Rev iew of Phil:itely, Vol. II, p. 8, Oc t ., 1922. 
(102) Sout11 African Philatelist, Vol. I, p. 47, May, 1923, and Vol. III, p. 77 , Aug., 1925. 
(103) See Simenhoff catalogue : op. c it., p. 89: "Owing to the slipping of the 'severing' 

m e chanism, s lot machine stamps are often ejected cut through the d e sign. These freaks 
... can either be exchanged at th e P . 0. counters or used." 

(104) Report of the Departm e nt of Posts and Telegraphs for the y ear ended 31st 
March, 1921: "Annual Departmental Reports (abridged)," No. 1, p. 359, 1922: "The intro­
duction of the 11hd. rate for letters made it n e cessary to a l ter the existing stamp -vending 
machines in use at different points. Some difficulty was found in effe cting the most suit ­
ab l e arrangement owing to the delicacy of balance required in the mechanism. Finally, 
all machines distributing ld. stamps were altered to pass two 'hd. stamps, and this ap ­
parently met the requirements of the public." 

(105) Philatelic lUuguzlne, No. 156, p. 668, Dec. 29, 1921. 
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1. MAKE-UP: A series of 50 or 120 joined strips of 10 stamps each, with a 
piece of white paper approximately the size of one stamp joined to each end of the 
coil. Strips were joined together by leaving about one-quarter inch of sheet or 
gutter margin attached to the top stamp of each strip and pasting this to the 
gummed side of the bottom stamp of another strip at its lower edge. The margi­
nal piece of each join always showed a portion of a Jubilee line ; sometimes it 
showed a portion of a decorative pillar or, more rarely, a portion of a control 
number. 

2. PREP ARA'fION: Mr. Ritchie reasoned (1°G) that sheets intended to be 
made into coils were perforated 14 horizontally and assembled into lots of 50 for 
making coils of 500, or of 120 for coils of 1,200. A lot of 50, for example, was 
then cut in half horizontally across the horizontal gutter, and the two half-lots 
may be added that strips joined tete-a-tete have never been r eported. 

Fig. 2U. E 1ul \v ise co il v ariet y, 
tlt e " is olate d 11 erf." 

s l10,vi 11g n s 1n1rt o f a bole. 

Fig. 30. Endu 'ise co il vari e t y, 
th e '' i s olate d p e r f ." 

s h o " 'i11 g· n s a c oin 11le t e hole . 

were matched to form two pads. 'fop and bottom margins of each pad were 
trimmed to leave only the width r equired for the join. The pads were sliced 
vertically to yield 24 little pads each of which consisted of 50 strips of 10 stamps, 
the quantity r equired to make one coil of 500. All top marginal pieces of the 
little pads were r etained to make joins; all bottom marginal pieces we-re dis­
carded except one to which one of the white end-papers was joined. 

On this basis two conclusions may be drawn : (1) Because 12 of the 24 little 
pads came from the upper halves of the original 50 sheets, the top marginal pieces 
of two of these little pads ( i. e., those from vertical rows 2 and 11 ) all showed a 
portion of a control number; and (2) because the other 12 little pads came from 
the lower halves of the 50 sheets, all their top marginal pieces showed a portion of 
a pillar. These conclusions would explain why collectors of joined pairs have an 
even chance of finding them showing a portion of a pillar, while the odds were 
never less than 12 to 1 against finding a plate-number join. Parenthetically it 

3. ISOLATED PERFORATION : Ordinarily this variety, also known as 
" lateral perforation,"(1°7 ) shows as only part of a hole (Fig. 29), but rare ex­
amples are known where it appears as a complete hole (Fig. 30). Mr. Lichten­
stein informs me that for all denominations the ''isolated perf. '' occurs almost 
always near the left bottom of a stamp and only very occasionally near the right 
bott(Jlrn. H e bas seen the ld. with two holes on the sarne side of a single stamp, 
one being near the top and the other near the bottom; but the existence of '' iso­
lated perf. '' holes on both sides of the same stamp is unknown. 

(106) R itc hi e, J . : 01>. e lt., pp. 30 - 31. 
(107) W hi ch Oswald Marsh note d as a "new var iety . . . in the l atest s uppli es" in 

Phlluteli e i\l a g a z ine, No. 69, p. 255, Nov. 8, 1916. 
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What useful purpose may have been fulfilled by the ''isolated perf . '' has 
never been satisfactorily explained. 

4. INVERTED WATERMARKS : According to the Simenhoff Catalogue 
all four denominations exist in coils with inverted watermark, although the Natal 
lists only the 1hd. and 2d. On the basis of Mr. Ritchie's theories, if one coil 
stamp of a denomination be found with inverted watermark, the discovery of it 
signifies that at least 240 must have been created, i. e., all stamps in one strip of 
10 for each coil made from a lot of sheets containing one sheet with its water­
marks upside down. Yet the infrequency with which such items have turned up 
indicates that they rank as among Union rarities. 

Hiii GF SOUTH AFRICA. 
UllE YAI ZUll AHllL 

NIT .. :MM" NIT· 

" ..... ~ ....... 
t.le 

~-1.t=~ .... ....._ ... 

UllH OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
HIE VAN ZUID AFRIKI.. 

-.. TAU lat" POIT· 
ITAMPI.~ ZHILS. 

i/e 

Fig. 31. E nrl y bookl e t s, 1>re 1>nre d f rom or~liunry s h eet s with binding e d ges nt l eft or rig h t . 

Many stamps with inverted water.mark, presumably from booklets, have been 
trimmed and offered for sale as perf. x imperf. in South Africa, and it should be 
noted that most coil stamps having a horizontal width of less than 20 mm. must 
be regarded with suspicion. 

BOOKLETS 
It had been specified in the '' Tenders '' that booklets were to contain a face 

value of 2/ 5 and be sold at 2/ 6- four ld. panes of 6, one 1hd. pane of 6, and one 
1hd. pane of 4 with two blanks. However , they appeared containing a face of 
2/ 6 and were sold at that price-four ld. panes of 6 and two V2d. panes of 6 
(Fig. 31) . Early booklets, Mr. Rich informs me, had dark r ed covers (later 
changed to pink ), were inter leaved with waxed paper, and fastened together with 
wire staples. 
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In September, 1921, according to a contemporary journal, (1°8 ) "new books 
of stamps containing 12 1/ 2d., 12 ld., and 12 lYzd [i. e., two panes of 6 for each of 
these three denominations] are now on sale. The sheets of stamps are inter­
leaved with white paper, on which goods manufactured by Lever Bros. (109

) are 
advertised. Another new departure for the Union Post Office!" Mr. Sydow 
advises me these booklets were sold at face, 3/ -, and had pink covers. 

F ig. 32. T lte no'v scarce 1 1J~d . booklet i1ane . 

Fig. 33. T h e 1 ¥., d. t e t e -beclt c w l t lt Roy al 'l'ou r cancellatio n of pos t ofllce attac hed to t r ain 
of H.R.H. Prince of W al es (J\Jay -July, 1 925) in tile U nion, B echnanuland Protectorate, 
and t h e R.hotJ.esi a s. A l s o '''1 th the la s t loc al i•o s tn1ark n1>pli e d to DJ.nil f ro111. the trnl~ 

t hut of S unday, July 2'5, at B eauf ort "\Vest , Ca1>e Provin ce. 

It will be recalled that no stamps of the 1 Yzd. denomination appeared until 
August, 1920; that l1/2d. coils did not appear until the middle of November; and 
that the special need for the denomination expired at the end of May, 1921, 
when the inland letter rate was raised to 2d. Thus the booklets with the now 
scarce lYzd. panes (Fig. 32) made a belated debut and were soon superseded­
just when is not clearly established-by booklets contain.ing two 1/2d . panes of 6, 
two l d. panes of 6, and two 2d. panes of 6. These, Mr. Sydow advises me, were 
also interleaved with Lever Bros. advertising, were sold at face, 3/ 6, and had 
pink covers. They were on sale until after January 1, 1926, when the inland 

(108) Q,uurterl y R ev ie w of Pltilate ly, Vol. I , p. 9, S e pt. 15, 1921. 
(109) In c luding the Royal Vinola Shaving Stic k a nd Cobra Boot Polish, products of 

companies own e d by or associate d with L e v e r Bros. 
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letter rate was reduced to ld., and upon which date the first of the Pictorials 
went on sale. ( 110 ) 

Consequently, in September, 1922, (111 ) a large stock of the 11/2d. sheets 
originally intended for booklets was issued to postmasters for general distribution 
with instructions to push their sale. (112 ) An inter esting discovery ensued: The 
first three vertical rows of each of the four panes of these sheets were normal, but 
the last three vertical rows were reversed. Thus tete-b eche pairs, 40 per sheet, 
appeared in the third and fourth vertical rows of each pane (Fig. 33 ) . That the 
early booklets had been prepared from ordinary sheets is indicated by the fact 
that the binding edge was sometimes at the left of the stamp panes and sometimes 
at the right (Fig. 31) . Although as time went on the presence of an unusually 
large number of 1/2d. and l d. booklet stamps with inverted watermark had been 

Fig . 34. 1'1nrg h1ul s tun11) f r o nt rfg lit oute r e tlge o f l d . b o oklet 11nne 
'v ith a t tu e h e d 1>ortion of an a djoining s tun11> tete-b~ehe. 

observed, it was not until the l1/2d. te+e-b eche sheets were placed on sale that 
the existence of special plates for booklet printings, at least in that denomination, 
was confirmed. 

Complete sheets of the :Y2d. , ld., or 2d. with the tete-beche make-up are 
unknown in philatelic circles, nor have any complete tete-beche pairs been r e­
ported. That they did exist, however, is confirmed by the finding of marginal 
stamps from the imperforate outer edges of booklet panes showing a portion 
of an adjoining stamp tete-b eche. (Fig. 34 ) The 11/2d. booklet sheets 
were issued to postmasters with plate-number margins r emoved, and no informa­
t ion as to the control they may have carried is available. (113 ) 

(110) South Afri can P hilute lls t , Vol. III, p. 141, Jan., 1926 . 
(111) Quarterl y R evie w o f Philate ly, Vol. II, p. 7, O c t., 1922 . 
(112) The "Distr ibu tor of Stamps, Pre tori a , r ec e iv e d from t h e printe rs thre e cas es of 

10,000 s h e ets each " accord ing to South A fri c an Philate list, Vol. I, p . 5, Feb., 1923. 
(113) Ritchi e, J.: 0 1•· e lt., p. 42. 

( T o b e cont inu ed). 
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The Railroad Postmarks of France 
By CARRor~L CHASE 

(Continu ed from Vol. XX, No. 3, P age 211) 

The postmarks of the Paris railroad stations alone form a considerable 
group. Of the many stations in Paris eight have, or have had, their own post­
marks. The simplest way to consider them is undoubtedly station by station, 
rather than by types. Taking them alphabetically, we commence with the Gare 
de la Bistille. (The Gare d'Austerlitz and the Gare d'Orleans are given under 
the Gare du Sud-Ouest (Southwest Station) by which name they were first 
known ). This station is not important, serving· only a certain section of suburbs 

Fig. 7 8 . 

southeast of Paris. I have encountered but a single type of postmark-See Fig. 
78. It is Type II and has been seen used from 1895 to 1908. Other types may 
exist. 

Postmarks from the Gare de L'Est (East Station) exist from the beginning. 

PARIS GARE DE L'EST 

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.::::D's·1::::-. . . . . ~ . . . . . 

. . . 

F i;,;-. 7 D. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.. PG E .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 79 show a fair range of these markings. The earliest type dates from 1854. 
The dated postmark shows PARIS at the top, ' ' 60 '' in figures at the bottom, 
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(GE) (Gare de L'Est) at the left and (DSl) (Bureau D, Succursale No. 1) at 
the right. '' Succursale'' in this case means sub-station. The griffe used with 
this dated postmark shows DSl in the middle. 

There is some doubt about the postmarks of the type just described. There 
are five of them altogether showing GL, GE, GN, GSO, or GNO at the left, 
standing respectively for Gare de Lyon, Gare de L 'Est, Gare du Nord, Gare du 
Sud-Ouest and Gare du Nord-Ouest. These were all sub-stations and the rail­
road station was probably indicated in the postmark because it was in the 
proximity rather than in the actual railroad terminus. 'fhey are all fairly rare. 

This postmark went out of use in July, 1863 and was replaced by the dated 
postmark ''Paris, rue du Faugb. St. Martin'' and by the Paris star with 14 in 
the center. This, however, was not a railroad station marking. About 1870 two 
new types came into use; one circular, for the night service and one octagonal, 
for the day service, this latter being very rare. The griffe which was used for 
these two shows PGE in the center. 'l'his griffe was suppressed, with all others, 
on April 1, 1876. The Type II postmarks in two sub-types, with and without 
the ''levee,'' have been seen from 1887 to 1903. The Type III postmarks exist 
in several varieties, three of which are illustrated, as well as the modern griffe 
"PARIS, GARE DE L'EST." The "Transit" postmarks show brigade letters . 

. . . . . . . . . . ..... 
·::: : 1ss·4 : · : · . 

• • • t BIS. • : • • . . . . . . . . . . 
Fig. 80. 

The Gare d 'I vry postmarks are all rare, as the station had little importance 
except for freight. It was created early and the griffe is shown in Fig. 80. It 
is one of very few showing ''BIS.'' 1564 was the number of the suburban town 
of Ivry, so, when the station post office came into being, a second or "BIS" 
griffe was produced. This office was supressed in 1863 but re-established later 
and given the number 1625-large figures. 

The "Paris, Gare de Lyon" also known as the "Gare Paris PLM" (Paris, 
Lyon, Mediterranee) is one of the most important. It should not be confused 
with the Gare de Lyon (without "Paris" but with the number 68 at the bottom ) 
which comes from the city of Lyon in the Department of the Rhone. The earliest 
is of the same type as the first Gare de L 'Est, but shows GL (Gare de Lyon) at 
the left and BS2 at the right. The accompanying griffe shows BS2 in the middle. 
The octagonal day service postmark exists but is very rare. The second griffe 
shows the initials PGL and was in existence from about 1870 to April 1, 1876. 
From 1864 on, for many years, there were at least four brigades-A, B, C and 
D, exactly like the ambulants, working in this station. Some of the postmarks 
they used show one of these letters while others do not. 'l'he postmarks exist of 
the day and night types-center, octagonal and circular respectively. The Type 
II postmarks exist with and without the "levee" and have been noted from 
1892 to 1906. There are several kinds of the 'fype III postmarks-one showing 
BANLIEUE (suburbs ) at the bottom. The griffe "PLM Province " is odd and 
rare. A selection of these postmarks is found in Fig. 81. 

"Paris Gare du Nord" is different from the others in that certain of the 
earlier types do not exist. 'l'he earliest type shows (GN) at the left and (DSl ) 
at the right. The griffe also shows DSl. The postmark which came into u ·e 
after this showing ''Paris, Gare du Nord'' was a regular post office open to the 
public and not a real station office. The star obliteration which accompanies it 
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shows the figure 14. The Type II postmarks are normal. Fig. 82 first shows 
a telegraphic marking used on what were called telegraph cards which were 
sent throug·h the pneumatic tubes. It is in blue and is rare. The other three 
are some of the more unusual 'l'ype III postmarks. 'fhe "Nord Transit Ordi­
naires B '' is decidedly rare and is the only one I have seen with the word 
'' Ordinaires. '' 

"'-.. qP..R1..s ./ 
"'-.. / 
.......... 

2_7 XZ9 19~ / 
.......... / 

P. l .M. PROVINCE 

.......... / 

F ig . 81. 

Fig. 82. 

Fig. 8.1 . 

The Gare du Nord-Ouest ( orthwest ) , known today as the Gare St. Lazare, 
had station postmarks from the beginning. The earliest type shows GNO at the 
left and KS2 at the right while the griffe used with this also shows KS2. The 
second griffe had PGNO for initials. I have not seen any postmarks from this 
station with brigade letters. 'l'he octagonal postmark exists but, as usual, is 
very rare. I have seen them dated only during 1872. Fig. 83 shows three 
postmarks from this station . 'fhat including "Paquebots" was one of the can­
cellations used on supplementary mail sent by the boat train from this station 
to the transatlantic liners. 'l'here was a small extra charge for this service. 
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The postmarks of the Gare d 'Orleans make up a small but very complicated 
group. In the early days the Gare d 'Orleans was another name for the Gare 
d'Austerlitz. About 1899 this line was prolonged to the heart of Paris to the 
station now called the Gare d 'Orsay and also the Gare d 'Orleans. The earliest 
postmark showing ''Gare d 'Orleans'' existed from 1863 to 1868 but was not a 
regular railroad station marking, as the bureau was open to the public and the 
star cancellation used with it had the number 33. This is the one dated 1863 in 
Fig. 84. Seemingly about 1870 an office was opened in what was then called the 
Gare d 'Orleans. The postmark used is the one dated 1872 in Fig. 84. The grifII' 
used with it had P ORL in the center. This griffe has long been listed as be­
longing to the ambulant Paris a Orleans, but this is surely an . error. For one 
r eason no ambulant Paris a Orleans existed between 1864 and about 1886, while 
the griffe P ORL exists only from about 1870 to 1876. If an octagonal post­
mark exists from this station, I have not seen it. A Type II postmark exists 
but I have seen no marking showing this station dated later than 1903. 

F i g . 84. 

F ig. 85. 

AUSTERLITZ -8ANUEU£ 
F i g . 86. 

The Gare de L 'Ouest (West Station) is today known as the Gare Mont­
parnasse. The station postmarks date probably to about 1870; the earliest being 
round or octagonal (the latter rare) and reading "Paris Gare de L 'Ouest." 
The griffe used with this postmark (until April 1, 1876 ) shows PGO in the 
center. The Type II postmarks exist with both the Gare de L 'Ouest and Gare 
Montparnasse; an example of the latter dated 1902 being the earliest I have 
seen with '' Montparnasse. '' See Fig. 85 for a few examples. The ''Centre 
Regional" is a marking used during the first World War. 

The Gare du Sud-Ouest (Southwest Station) is today known as the Gare 
d'Austerlitz. Th e station postmarks date back to the earliest type, this one 
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showing GSO at the left and HS4 at the right, the corresponding griffe showing 
HS4. The second griffe used from about 1869 until April 1, 1876 shows PGSO. 
It is seemingly only with the Type III postmarks that "Gare d'Austerlitz" 
appears in the markings. Fig. 86 shows a few examples. I have not seen the 
octagonal postmark from this station though it may exist, nor have I seen the 
brigade letters except in the Type III markings. 

Before terminating my article by noting certain corrections and additions 
a few more bits of information may be noted. 

There is one more ambulant griffe which must be mentioned. It is in a 
class by itself and is very rare. It reads "AO "-See Fig. 87. I have seen a 
few copies-about six-mostly off cover and one in the Kastler collection used 
to cancel the stamp, a 20c Ceres, on a siege of Paris balloon cover dated Nov. 
29, 1870, addressed to Boulogne but without any other postmark. I had my 
suspicions as to what it stood for but it was not until I found another cover that 
I was sure. The second envelope is from Mexico to Bordeaux via England. It 
bears an entry postmark (shown in Fig. 87) and the AO griffe was used to 
obliterate a wrong postage due marking. So the AO stands for either ''Am­
bulant-Calais'' or '' Angleterre-Oalais. '' It was obviously used very little, prob­
ably mostly to obliterate stamps that had by error been left uncancelled. It is 
surely strange that one and only one griffe is known corresponding to an entry 
marking . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • A. c· • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig·. 8'7. Fig. SS. 

There are two early postmarks used in the mam Paris post office which, 
while not ambulants, have a certain relation to them. One reads "Retard du 
Oourrier-Paris" and the other "Retard-du-Oonvoi-Paris. " - See Fig. 88. The 
first mentioned has been seen used only during 1851 while the other was in use 
at least from early 1851 to 1854. Their usage thus overlaps. The former has 
been seen in black only and the latter in black and red; the red postmarks 
sometimes being without any date in the center. These were applied to mail 
which arrived at Paris with a certain delay. I have heard it stated that the 
''Retard du Oourrier'' was used on letters arriving by the mail coaches and the 
other on mail carried by the ambulants. I do not know whether or not this is 
exact but the word "convoi" was used at this period for train. These are found 
more often on the back of letters than on the front. They are both rare. 

One more group of postmarks called those of the '' Boites Mobiles'' (which 
may be translated as "traveling letter boxes") which have some relation to the 
ambulants, may be described. Not very much seems to be known of their history. 
The Catalogue des Estampilles, Page 213, states that these postmarks were ap­
plied to letters from the Boites Mobiles found on the '' Oourriers d 'Entreprise 
par Voie de Terre" (contractors traveling on land), the postmark being applied 
at the terminal town. I think this is only partly true. The same catalogue 
gives the date of issue as about 1856, which seems . to me much too early as I 
have never seen one dated earlier than 1862. There is a very rare provisional 
type in two straight lines known only from Ohateau-Salins (At that time in the 
Department of the Meurthe and now in the Department of the Moselle)-See 
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Fig. 89. The only example I have seen is dated 1862. The usual early type is 
found in a town postmark, '' Boite Mobile'' or its abbreviation, being found at 
the bottom of the marking and taking the place of the number of the Department 
normally found in this location. Several hundred offices received these post­
marks, including at least sixty small towns using the postmark with a dotted 
exterior circle. In spite of the number of towns using them, they are all rare 
(except the one used from Bordeaux) and the dotted circle postmarks are ex­
tremely rare.-See Fig. 90. Except for an example from :::it. Nazaire dated 
Jan. 18, 1862 (which probably arrived from Painboeuf by boat) the earliest of 

)3T_E MOBILE 
de CJ/~ Salins 

Fig. 89. 

these "town" postmarks I have seen is from Vire dated August 29, 1865 and I 
have an idea that the land service started that year. The latest date seen is 
May 21, 1869 though the great majority of the postmarks are dated 1866 or 1867. 
It seems quite possible to me that some of the mail thus marked was brought 
in by the Rail Road Courriers-Convoyeurs, who, before 1867, had no postmarks. 

These Boite Mobile markings in town postmarks were replaced by the initials 
B. M., some of which are still in use. Some of these date back to 1866. The 
commonest type is a small oval ordinarily in black but which has been seen in 
red. There are two unframed varieties, obviously homemade, used in Pauillac, 
Department of the Gironde. The rectangular framed varieties seemingly were 
used only in Algeria.-See Fig. 91. 

B·M 

Fig. 91. 

One town postmark which might be confused with an ambulant may be 
mentioned. Its name is "LANEUVILLE A BAYARD" in the Department of 
the Haute Marne. As the A between the two parts of the town name has no 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 39 
accent it does not mean "LANEUVILLE to BAYARD" but "LANEUVILLE 
belonging to BAYARD."-See Fig. 92. 

Fig. DZ. 

There was a serious error in the omission of a few paragraphs which should 
have appeared on Page 11 of the January, 1938 Issue of the C. C. P. These 
should be inserted after the 12th line on this page and are as follows :-

The following griffes undoubtedly exist but I have never seen any of them. 

P SG-Paris a St. Germain des Fosses 
P Tre-Paris a Tonnerre 
St Q P-St. Quentin a Paris 
A D- Amiens a Douai 
S. B2°-Strasbourg a Bale 2° 

The two griffes, if they exist, from the line Paris-Montereau 

Several more exist which have been seen but once or twice and this will give 
a fair idea of the rarity of some of these postmarks. 

Occasionally there are found covers showing a stamp obliterated by a griffe 
which does not correspond · to the dated postmark beside it. This may be due to 
one of several reasons. Two different brigades occasionally worked in the same 
postal car. Lyon a Avignon, for example, was an ambulant which aided the 
overworked brigades of the ambulant Lyon a Marseilles. As one empioyee can­
celled the stamps and another may have handled the dated postmark, it so hap­
pens that the combination of LA on the stamp may be found with a dated post­
mark "Lyon a Marseilles 1 °" beside it. Again one ambulant may have neglected 
to obliterate a stamp which was cancelled by another ambulant later handling the 
letter. Rarely an ambulant brigade received the wrong griffe by error. For 
example, the ambulant Lyon a Paris (having four brigades-A, B, C and D­
used their own dated postmark from about January, 1865 to September, 1866-
at the same time cancelling the stamps with the griffe Cf P which had undoubt­
edly been given them by mistake. 

One extraordinary mis-use of a griffe is found with the ambulant Versailles 
a Paris created in 1871 just after the disastrous Franco-Prussian War. Instead 
of making a griffe for this line, the postal authorities gave them the old griffe 
"M G" of the line Le Mans a Guingamp which had existed but for a few weeks 
in 18 6 4 ! I suspected this for some time before I found a dozen or so covers 
which proved it absolutely. This was written up fully in the Echo de la Tim-
brologie for February 29, 1936 . · 

Another queer incident is found in connection with the griffe Cf P used by 
Brigade B of the ambulant Clermont a Paris. The g riffe had originally been 
made to read Cf P2 ° but the first departure each 24 hours had been suppressed 
and Clermont a Paris 2 ° became Clermont a Paris. At this moment the "2°" 
was removed. Later the Cf gradually broke off so that by 1872 only the P was 
left, squarely in the middle of the griffe, which continued in use some years. 
This odd item is quite valuable especially on cover. 

One more combination found, and not rarely, is a griffe which indicates the 
direction the contrary of the dated postmark alongside. Often this undoubtedly 
was applied by error as both griffes were in the postal car, the second one for the 
return trip. Another fact that must be taken into consideration is this. Except 
in certain large railroad stations there was no means of sorting the mail de­
posited in the station box before giving it to the ambulant. Thus it often hap­
pened that the mail addressed to Paris, for example, was first handled and had 
the stamp cancelled by an ambulant coming from Paris, as the mail was given to 
the first ambulant passing. However, at the first opportunity this mail was given 
to an ambulant going in the right direction. Hence the dated postmark may show 
the correct direction while the griffe shows the contrary. 
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Leeds and Franklin Patent Envelope 
One of our members, Mr. E. Tudor Gross of 170 Westminster Street, Provi­

dence, R. I., is preparing an article on this interesting subject. The last articles 
about this envelope appeared in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST in 
1929 and 1930. It is hoped that new material and information may have been 
discovered by some of our members since then. If you have any covers with this 
patent cancellation or any information of value, will you not be good enough to 
either advise the Editor or write Mr. Gross direct. vV e hope to have the article 
ready for the next issue of the PHILATELIST. 
CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS A few typographical errors which 
change the sense should be corrected and a little entirely new information has 
been found. These brief corrections and additions are as follows :-

July, 1937 Issue, Page 150 10th line from the bottom-"of course" should read 
"of others." 

July, 1937 Issue, Page 153 One entirely new route postmark has been discovered. 
It reads "Route Supplementaire" and has a fleuron at 
the bottom. A single example has been seen in red 
dated Mar. 20, 1848. 

Oct., 1937 Issue, Page 226 18th line-The second word "were" should read 

Jan., 19 38 Issue, Page 11 
Jan., 1938 Issue, Page 15 

Jan., 1938 Issue, Page 16 
Jan., 1938 Issue, Page 19 

Jan., 1938 Issue, Page 20 

Jan., 19 38 Issue, Page 26 

Jan., 193 8 Issue, Page 26 

Jan., 19 38 Issue, Page 27 

Jan., 193 8 Issue, Page 28 

"very." 
11th line-Change July 16, 1854 to Apr. 3, 1854. 
Insert Paris a Avricourt (without either 1° or 2°) Day 
type postmark, Brigade G. Created 1882?. Suppres­
sed 1883? 
The griffe P Ch does not exist. 
The griffe belonging to Paris a Sedan, 1861-62 should 
be PS1 °. 
Insert Arras a Paris. No griffe. Night service, Brigade 
B, created 1885? 
Insert Bordeaux a Irun. Night type with a fleuron at 
the bottom instead of a brigade letter. Dated 1868. 
11th line - Bale a Strasbourg. Under remarks -
Change "Night Service" to "Day Service." 
Insert Givet a Charleville. Day type postmark with a 
fleuron at the bottom. 1866?-1871. 
Insert Lyon a Marseilles. Night type postmark with 
a fleuron at the bottom. Dated 1869. 

Apr.,. 1938 Issue, Page 111 Insert Bordx a Cette Rapide. Exists with the exterior 
ondulated. Brigade B. 

Apr., 1938 Issue, Page 112 Insert Bordeaux a Poitiers. Day type postmark. 
Brigade C, 1889 . 

Apr., 1938 Issue, Page 113 Insert Lyon a Marseilles 4°. Night service. One ex­
amp le seen in violet dated July 27, 1907. 

Apr., 1938 Issue, Page 114 Insert Poitiers a Bordeaux. Day Service. Brigade? 
1889? 

Oct., 19 3 8 Issue, Page 3 0 4 
Oct., 1938 Issue, Page 306 
July, 1939 Issue, Page 216 

July, 1939 Issue, Page 218 
July, 19 39 Issue, Page 219 
July, 1939 Issue, Page 219 

Oct., 1939 Issue, Page 289 
Oct., 19 3 9 Issue, Page 2 8 9 
Oct., 1940 Issue, Page 269 

Insert Paris a Modane ( C). 
Insert Modane a Paris ( C). 
6th line from the bottom-"All lines that ran trains 
to" should read "the line between Paris and" 
11th line-"Qaronne" should read "Garonne." 
2nd line-"The used" shou ld read "an unusual." 
12th line-"Le Qolfe Juan (F8) instead of (8F)" 
should read "Le Golfe Juan ( 7 8) instead of ( 8 7) ." 
8th line-"route" should read "bank." 
17th line-"black" should read "block." 
7th line from the bottom-"Tnd zone" should read 
"2nd zone." 

(THE END) 
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TRANSLATIONS f ROM 

KOHL'S HANDBo°K 
11!!, Vr. ff erhert 'lY!unk 

The translations appearing under this heading are all originals prepared und er t h e 
auspices of the Colle ctors Club, who hold the copyright for the English translations and 
who reserve all rights for republication. Suggestions for future translations are always 
welcome as well as criticisms on any of the translations that may appear. 

Copyright 1942 by th e Collectors Club. 

HAWAII 
Hawaiian Islands (Sandwich Islands) 

(Continued from Vol. XX, No. 4, Page 275) . 

Translated by HENRY A. MEYER. 

TRANSLATOR'S COMMENT REGARDING THE FIRST INSTALLMENT. It was origi­
nall y m y in t e ntion to begin each insta llm e nt of this trans latio n with a bri e f list of 
corrections a nd r e m a rks con cerning th e prev ious insta llme nt; but since th e appearance of 
the October iss u e of the Co llectors C lub Philatelist I h a v e rece ived such a d eluge of l e tters 
conta ining th e most valuabl e sort of information, that I must alter m y pl ans, and go 
right ahead with th e tra nslation; a ft e r it h a s b ee n c ompl e t e d I will follow it up with a n 
art ic le containing a ll th e corrections a nd n e w information r ece ive d on the e ntire work. 
Th e l et t e rs whi ch I h ave r ece ived h ave b een most w e l c om e, both for th e v e ry valuable 
h elp th ey conta in a nd for th e r eason that t h ey a r e e vid e n ce of th e high frat e rnal spirit 
prevailing a mong th e m e mbe rs of th e Collectors Club. Any furth e r letters will be gl a dly 
r ece ived, a nd the g ist of a ll of th e m will b e con solidated into th e follow-up chapter, with 
proper c redit give n to e v e rybody who l e nd s h e lp. It is noteworthy that not a si ngl e l e tter 
of p e tul a nt fau lt-finding has b een r ece ived, s u ch as discoura g e m a n y would-be philate li c 
a uthors from contr ibuting to th e r egular stamp magazines. 

ERRATA : Th e translator h as thus far discover ed the following typographi cal errors in 
the first insta llm e nt of th e artic le : 

P a g e 257 , paragraph 2, lin e 5: "A. J.P. 1892" s hould r ead "1902." Sta nl ey B. Ashbrook 
discove red th e error and trac ed down th e correction. 

P a g e 263, footnote 10: From " In th e body of th e work .. . " to " . . . is rais ed to 
XIII" w e are trans lating Dr. Munk; th e r e maind e r of the . foot n ote is tra ns­
lator's comment. 

Page 267, footnot e 17, s h ould be s ign ed "Tr." 
P a ge 269, footnote 21, s hould b e sign e d ' 'Tr." 
Page 269, footnote 21 , line 6, "a d ee p scratch a t l eas t 1 mm. long" should read "at l east 

14 mm. l o ng" This scratch shows very plainl y in th e bottom m a rgin of 
Fig. A. 

Page 271, footnote s 25 a nd 26, should b e sign ed "Tr." 

Official Imitations of 1889 
Germ. Ndr. 785, 786; Michel, 5N, 6N; Scott, mentioned but not given num­

bers; Gibbons, not listed; Yvert, mentioned but not given numbers. 
Produced from n ew plates by the American Bank Note Co., New York, 

from the retouched 5c die and a new 13c die; fairly thick, grayish-white or lightly 
toned paper; yellowish, very smooth gum. 
5NII 5c (greenish) blue 

6NII 

I. Without overprint 
II. With b lack overprint " REPRINT" 

13c pale brick-red, salmon-red 

8.00 
3.00 

I. Without overprint 10.00 
II. With black overprint "REPRINT" 4.00 

Because of their method of production, the 5c official imitations can be dis­
tinguished from the originals as well as from the reissues No. 5NI most easily 
by the absence of the two tiny dots of color in the upper right value-tablet, near 
the left frame-line of the tablet (apparently in the r etouching of the die, they 
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were removed).* Also, the middle portion of the hair of the king is somewhat 
differently engraved; the point of the left side of the moustache (as a person 
sees it ) r uns upward in the originals and the reissues, but downwards in the 
imitations, etc. The fundamental tone of the color is somewhat brighter than 

F ig. B. 
S h e et of offi c i a l lmltntlons o f 1889, s tnm1> N o. 5NII s urc harged "REP RINT." N ote how 

the pJnte -nutke r hns a ttempted to hnitnte the biul s pnc h1g o f tl1 e ori1-,..-jnul plate, ,,·Ith only 
partial s u ccess. Bot h s h eet s are f ront the trnns lu tor's collection, anti c.tune f ron1 t h e 
colleetlon of A rthur Hind. 

in the reissues, with just a trace of green. In the 13c imitations, ·whose color 
is a pale, rosy brick-red to salmon-red, the main difference is in the '' 3'' of the 
upper left figure '' 13, '' whose bottom turn in the originals and r eissues is flat 
and long, while in the imitations it is much rounder and shorter and ends with 
a larger dot. The upper right figure of value is also different; the bottom turn 
of the '' 3'' in the imitations is much rounder, and in the inscription in the right­
hand tablet the '' t'' of '' Cts'' in the imitations is as tall as the preceding '' C'' 

•Editors Note: Also they are easily distinguished by the size. 
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while in the originals and reissues it is shorter and thinner. Moreover, the t iny 
differences which distinguish the 20 subjects on each plate are entirely missing 
in the imitations. ( 34 ) 

Of the 10,000 copies of each value, there were still on hand in May, 1896, 
7,100 copies of No. 5NII and 8,900 copies of No. 6NII, all with surcharge "RE­
PRINT." On Jan. 28, 1897, the remaining 6365 copies of the 5c and 8304 copies 
of the 13c were burned under official supervision. The actual number sold was 
therefore 3635 copies of No. 5NII and 1696 copies of No. 6NII. The two plates 
made by the American Bank Note Co., together with their dies, were destroyed 
in New York on March 2'1 , 1894, under supervision. 

Translator's comment: For convenience, we present here a tabulation of 
the various numbers indicating quantities on hand, destroyed, etc., as stated 
in th e foregoing sections: 

Stamp 
5NI-II 5c surcharged "SPECIMEN" 
6NI-II 13c surcharged "SPECIMEN" 

5NII-II 5c surcharged "REPRINT " 
6NII-II 13c surcharged "REPRINT" 

No. Printed 
? 
? 

10,000 
10 ,000 

On Hand 
May 27, 1896 

14,200 
17,000 

7, 100 
8,900 

The Issues of 1859 ff. in the Numeral Designs 

Destroyed 
J an. 28, 1897 

7,276 
16,257 

6,365 
8,304 

The Numeral issues of 1859 ff., called the ''Plain Border Numerals'' to dis­
tinguish them from the Missionary stamps, Nos. 1-4, at first included only the 
two values for inland rates of le and 2c, which is evidently the reason for their 
primitive production in locally type-set form; the denominations for foreign 
postage had been ordered from Boston since 1853. For the 2c denomination, 
which was needed for inland letters and also for newspapers to foreign coun­
tries, an issue was ordered from Boston early in 1861, which was put into circu­
lation during that year and was intended to replace the home-made 2c stamps. 
But toward the end of 1862, unforeseen circumstances* caused the postal officials 
to resort to th e homemade l e and 2c stamps again and to make numerous print­
ings of them, until finally about the middle of 1864 a new engraved 2c stamp 
could be obtained from New York. Even its appearance did not put an end to 
the use of the locally printed stamps. Toward the end of 1864 such a shortage 
of 5c stamps arose, that in 1865 and 1866 this value for foreign postage was made 
in type-set form to tide over the emergency. This method of production was 
used again early in 1865 for le and 2c stamps to forestall a threatened dearth 
of 2c stamps. Through all th ese circumstances the printing and use of the 
''Plain Border Numerals'' extended over a period of no less than 7 years, 
namely from early in 1859, when they were first produced, until well into 1866. 

Process of Manufacturei : The printing of the Numerals was done during the 
entire 7 years in the same primitive manner, with a printer's form of only 10 
subjects, 5 rows of 2 stamps each, in simple type-set style, and the type of the 
10 subjects was never changed for other type during the entire time. The ar­
r an gement of this form and the printing of the sheets was as follows: 

(34) My c ollection contains a sh ee t of 20 of the 5c imita tion, surc h a rged "REPRINT," 
fi:om the Hind c ollec tion. I find that in lay ing down th e pla t e , th ey m a d e a n e ffort to 
d o th e rathe r ridic ulous thing of imita ting th e b a d spac ing o f th e original s h ee t, and 
a s f a r a s p ossibl e , in th e s a m e m a nn e r. They h ave c rowde d sta mps 15 a nd 16, and 
s t a mps 19 a nd 20 ; the y h a v e spread sta mps 14 a nd 15, a nd s tamps 18 a nd 19, as o n the 
o rigina l pla t e; but vertically, they dropped sta mp 16 just a tiny bit t oo low, the n the y 
dro pp ed s t a mp 20 a littl e m o r e to g ive th e n ecessar y s p acing v er ticall y b e tw een 16 and 
20, s o tha t they produced a r a th e r b a d inte r section whe r e 1 5, 16, 19, a nd 20 all m ee t . 
I do not find the diffe r e nce in th e h a ir worth m e ntioning; but I find a diffe r e nt a rra nge­
m e n t o f d o ts o f shading o n th e f o r eh ead a nd nose. I a m r eferring now not to Jin es of 
s h a ding, but onl y to h o rizonta l r o w s o f dots. In th e origina ls a nd r e issu e s , I find th e 
fore h ead a nd n ose t o b e s h a d e d with 4 long a nd 3 s hort horizo ntal row s o f d o ts ; in th e 
imita tions, I find the sh a ding to c ons is t of 6 long a nd 2 short rows of d o ts. In th e 
origina ls a nd r e issu e s , the f ace is ca t ch-lighted right down th e n os e ; in th e imita tions , 
it is m o r e broa dl y lighte d on the king 's right ( o ur l e ft) s id e. I d o n o t find th e slightest 
sugges tion o f grayis h p a p e r in th e 5c imita tion ; I find it t o b e di s tin c tl y c r eam y o r ivory. 
I do not possess a s h ee t of 13c, so I cannot gi ve an y informati o n on the pl a t e layo ut.). 

• Editors N o t e : Th e s hip w as los t upon whic h this s hipm e nt of s t a mps w as dispa t ch e d . 
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Ten subjects were set up each separately, in ordinary printer's type and 
printer's rules; 5 of these were arranged in a vertical column, separated from each 
other by spaces of 2.5 mm., and the other 5 were similarly arranged. The two 
vertical columns were aligned side by side, separated by a slug or a wooden reg­
let and locked tightly together in a printer's chase. The slug between the two 
vertical columns had a width of about 4 mm. in the issue of 1859 and the issue 
of 1865-66, but in the intervening issues from 1860 to 1864 it had a width of 
about 8.5 mm. The reason for this difference in width is not known, but it is 
possible that the sheets of paper used in 1859 and again in 1865-66 may have 
been slightly smaller. At any rate, the width of spacing between the two 
vertical columns during any particular printing was always constant. 

The forms of 5x2 subjects were printed 5 times, side by side, on each sheet 
of paper, exactly as the earlier Missionary stamps were printed from the small 
form many times on a sheet. The complete sheet, therefore, contained 50 stamps 
in l 0 vertical columns of 5 stamps each. The amount of vertical space between 
the 5 panes on each sheet was naturally not constant; in fact, it sometimes 
occurred, for example in the printing of 1865, that the left column of one pane 
partly overlapped the right column of the preceding pane, because the sheet 
was not pushed quite far enough between impressions. Frequently the paper was 
inverted during the printing process, so that one pane of 10 was printed tete­
beche to the rest. Pairs in such apparently tete-beche arrang·ernent are known 
of all denominations and from various printings, but are not to be confused 
with true tete. beche pairs as collectors use the term. Such pairs always come 
from two neighboring panes and indicate an inverted impression of an entire 
pane. Similar cases occur in Corrientes, in the 1880-81 issue of the Dominican 
Republic, and as a great rarity, in Baden 1853, lkr black. Before the stamps 
were sent out to the post offices, they were cut into half-sheets of 25, 5x5, so that 
the postmasters and the public received only such half-sheets. , 

The change of denominations was accomplished by simply changing the 
figures and inscriptions of value in the ten subjects, but during the entire time 
of use of the stamps, the same type and rules were kept and used. The tiny 
individual characteristics of type and manner of setting therefore occur in all 
printings and in all denominations, except that when the denomination was be­
ing changed, the individual characteristics occasionally showed up in other po­
sitions in the pane. In the same manner the tiny flaws which the type of the 
various subjects developed during its period of use, chiefly because of the frequent 
changing of the figures and words of value, can be traced from the moment they 
first appeared through later printings. Finally, the characteristics or defects 
of each figure of value recur in all printings of that denomination, but in each 
new printing they usually show up in a different position in the pane. The 
ten type-set subjects and the type for changing the denomination were never 
completely torn down and distributed; on the other hand, after finishing the 
printing of an order, the printer kept the complete form as a solid unit in safe­
keeping and used it again when he received another order. During the years 
from 1862 until the end of 1864 the form was not taken apart at all; the printer 
simply used it again for each new order as he had put it away the previous 
time. In the case of the le printing of 1864, the two vertical columns were ex­
changed in position, but when the corresponding 2c printing was made, they 
were put back in their old position again. Only when it came about that toward 
the end of 1864 the 5c stamp also had to be produced from type-set material 
as an emergency issue and that the inscriptions in the tablets had to be changed, 
was there a new setting of the form; this was about the beginning of 1865. 
But even when this new setting was made, the printer's rules which composed 
the frames of the ten subjects were retained, so that here and in the later print­
ings, the new setting concerned only the figures of value and the inscriptions. 
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As a result of the long use of the type-set forms, the thin inner frame lines 
did not hold up and the progress of the imperfections can be traced through all 
printings of each value from the beginning of 1860 through 1866, and the same 
subject can be seen in the printing of 1859 without the damage. But when a 
new printing was made, the form, which can be recognized by the details of the 
imperfections, sometimes changed its position in the pane. For example, a cer­
tain form wandered around over the pane in the following manner: 

Early part of 18 6 0, le, position 1. 
Early part of 1860, 2c, position 3. 
All printings of 1862 and 1863, position 1. 
Printing of 1864, le, position 2 (because of the exchange of vertical rows). 
Printing of 1864, 2c, position 1 (because the vertical rows were put back as 

before). 
Pr in ting of 18 6 5, position 9. 
Printing of 1866, position 10. 

In similar fashion , a certain large figure '' 2'' which is easily recognized 
because of a queer flattening of the arch of its back, recurs in every 2c printing 
from 1859 through 1865, but its position changed as follows: 4, 1, 4, 3, 10, 6; and 
each time it changed its position in the pane, it also changed the frame of print­
er's rules with which it was associated. 

The paper used was ordinary letter-paper which the postal authorities 
securPd as they needed it from stationers in Honolulu or San Francisco . . For 
that reason its color and texture varied with each printing. Crocker has a 
theory that the different colors of paper and ink used were intentional, because 
during each period of printing only one run of le was made against two runs 
of 2c, and they wished to differentiate between the two latter by the color; but 
even persons who were higher postal officials in Honolulu at the time of the 
preparation of the Numerals have stated that this assumption of Cracker's is 
false. The dimensions of the sheets were such that the pane could be printed 
five times on a sheet without crowding. The blank margins of the sheets appear 
to have been very wide. We have seen upper and lower sheet margins 3 cm. 
wide, and left and right margins a good 2.5 cm. ·wide. However, the width of 
all margins varied a great deal because of the irregular spacing between panes 
and because they were printed sometimes higher, sometimes lower, and sometimes 
even slightly obliquely on the sheet. 

On many sheets there was impressed a colorless embossed device as a mark 
of recognition of the paper-maker or the particular grade of paper of his house. 
For example, the laid paper of the le and 2c printings of 1864 often bears the 
embossed word "BATH," which so often appears on British letter-paper of 
that period and which is also found on the first issue of Ecuador. 

The various "plates" or "settings;" typical characteristics and accidental 
varieties of the same: As early as the beginning of the 60 's, entire post office 
sheets of 25 or part-sheets containing complete panes of 10 began to reach 
Europe, coming chiefly into the hands of Moens in Brussels, as a result of which 
some of the early philatelists, especially Moens' co-worker Hanciau, observed 
that with a change in denomination, ink, or paper, certain definite differences 
in the sequence of the 10 forms, in the manner of setting, or in the condition 
or appearance of the large numerals or certain of the letters could be connected. 
Moens and Hanciau were able in Le Timbre-Paste in 1864 to isolate six differ­
ent settings of the pane and to describe three of them in detail. In the course 
of time and in the three denominations they listed 11 different settings, which 
were illustrated in the "Atlas" of the Moens Catalogues and which were adopted 
by Collin and Calman as Plates I-XI. Althcugh the sequence of the numbers 
later turned out to be chronologically wrong, it was gene1'ally adopted by later 
investigators, for example K enyon. vVben J.Juff had determined the recurrence 
of some of the earlier ''settings'' in several variations according to the printing, 
he simply inserted the new variations into the old numbering system by sub­
dividing former Plate I into Plates I, IA, and IB, and former Plate II into 
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Plates IIA, IIB, II, and IIC. Crocker went still more deeply into the job of 
differentiating the earlier settings in his work of 1909 and, discarding the older 
numbering system, numbered them right through from I to XIX in the chron­
ological order of their use as be bad established the same. Since the plating of 
the Numerals is usually done according to Crocker's system, in our catalogue 
listing of these stamps we have first given Crocker 's plate number, and then 
followed it with the Moens-Luff numbers in parentheses. 

From our description of the process of setting up and printing the Num­
erals, the reader can easily see that these so-called plate settings not only reuse 
the same printer 's rules and type over and over, but also that there was not really 
a new setting of the form. On the other hand, many of them arose simply be­
cause in changing· the figures of value the type in some of the frames was pushed 
along· a little or came loose and slipped a trifle, or that the condition of some 
frames or figures changed through damage or wear, or that figures having 
definite characteristics were changed into other frames, or that right and left 
vertical columns were exchanged, etc. The expressions ''plate'' and ''plate ·Set­
ting'' are not to be understood in the same way as in the case of most type-set 
issues of stamps, but are used rather in an effort to r ecognize the smallest produc­
tion-unit of the Numerals, that is to say, not only all the various printing periods, 
but even the several runs and partial runs within each period and to establish the 
r ecognizable characteristics of each run or partial run as completely as possible. 
Some of these characteristics of certain runs from certain ''plates'' are also accom­
panied by special varieties, which are not typical of th e entire ''plate'' or of the 
entire run, but rather accompany only a larger or smaller part of it. Examples 
of such varieties are the error "NTER" for "INTER" in the 2c printings of 
1859, 1862, and 1864; the various misspellings of the words ''HAWAIIAN 
POSTAGE" in the le printings of 1864; while the raised figure "2" (our No. 
8bFI) was typical of an entire printing of the 2c in 1859, so it is a position 
characteristic and not a minor variety. 

Difficulties of cataloguing the Niirnerals: The grouping and dividing of the 
numerals in the manner of a catalogue listing, their printing spreading as it 
does over a period of 7 years with numerous changes of color and paper, pre­
sent a difficult problem which has been solved by each of the accepted cata­
logues in a different manner. The universally applicable principles which de­
termine whether certain differences shall constitute a distinct issue or merely 
a sub-variety or an accidental variation break down almost completely in the 
case of the Numerals. For example, in the first two printings of the 2c denomin­
ation in 1859, each printing was composed of a run in light blue and a run in 
black, which is the best proof of the fact that neither the postal officials nor the 
printers had the intention of creating two distinct stamps or issues; on the other 
hand, it is the general custom of philatelists to regard two such widely differing 
colors as two different issues of the denomination. Even more varied were the 
differences in the paper used as to color, toning, and texture, because these dif­
ferences were not co nsidered significant by eith er the postal officials or the 
printers. That being the case, it is permissible to regard the differences in paper 
as merely accidental variations, certainly as not more than sub-varieties. But 
in considering the settings we saw that the different kinds of paper were not 
used promiscuously as the pressman happened to pick them up, but rather 
that for any one setting, that is for each run or partial run, just one kind of 
paper was used. In fact, the l e and 2c runs of 1864 ar e only to be distinguished 
by the texture of the paper, and therefore the paper is t he only basis for cata­
loguin g them as a distinct group of stamps. 

Another matter, as complicated as the handling of the different inks and 
papers, is the question as to how we should break up the long series of Numerals 
into issues or groups, the various printings being separated as the~r are some­
times only by a few months, sometimes, however, by several years. Fortunately 
we haYe at least a somewhat objective point on ·which to base the beginning of 
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such a grouping. We have previously seen that it was intended that the 2c 
Numerals should be replaced by the 2c lithographed stamp No. 9 as early as 
1861. The appearance of that stamp therefore gives us a natural interruption 
in the series of Numerals and in view of that fact we can regard all printings 
made before 1861 as belonging to the first period of the Nwnierals. The supply 
of the 2c lithographed stamps from Boston was cut off after only a short time, 
for reasons which have never been recorded, but upon which we can theorize, 
as we shall do a little later. When the supply of stamps from Boston failed, 
the printing of le and 2c Numerals had to be resumed in the years 1862-63 and 
1864. This second period of the Nurnerals came to an end in May or June, 1864, 
with the issuing of the 2c engTavcd stamp _ o. 14, which was ordered from New 
York. About the end of 1864 a shortage of 5c stamps arose, which brought 
about the third period of the Nurnerals. This period gave us two printings of 
the 5c stamps, with different inscriptions, and again a printing of the le and the 
2c stamps, whose inscriptions are different from all previous printings of those 
denominations. The Numerals of this third period are sufficiently characterized 
by their figures of value and their inscriptions to make them rank as a separate 
issue of a le, a 2c, and two 5c stamps and to be placed under the year of their 
printing, the same as any normal issue of stamps. 

'fhe most important question therefore resolves itself into the correct list­
ing in catalogue form of the differences in the le and 2c stamps of the first and 
second periods. The three printings of the first period all took place during the 
time from just before mid-year of 1859 until just after the beginning of 1860, 
but they were separated from those of the second period by a space of almost 
3 years. They therefore compose a well-defined group of printings and we cata­
logue all their varieties of color and paper as sub-varieties of the first issue in 
Fig. 5, stamps Nos. 7 and 8, which were followed by the lithographed 2c stamp 
ordered from Boston in the design cf Fig. 6 and listed as stamp No. 9. On the 
other hand, the various printings of the second periad were widely separated in 
time, extending from the exhausting of the first supply of 2c lithographed 
stamps, No. 9, in 1862, and the releasing of the 2c engraved stamps, No. 14, just 
before mid-year 1864. The first sub-division of the second period included a 
number of runs and partial runs, for which different inks and different kinds 
of paper were used. The exact sequence of these runs has never been definitely 
established, but the time of their production is generally accepted as having been 
the last quarter of 1862 or perhaps early in 1863 and occurred as a result of the 
failure of the supply of 2c lithographed stamps. The next sub-division of the 
second period apparently belongs in the spring of 1864 and included just one 
printing of the le and one of the 2c, for which the Postmaster General then in 
office, according to Crocker, ordered a special lot of paper from San Francisco. 
In any event, these le and 2c printings of 1864, because of the exclusive use of 
the laid paper, because of their production just before the appearance of the 
engraved 2c stamps from New York, and because of the fact that only a few 
of them were used for postal needs (because the <supply of engraved stamps 
became available ), compose a definite, homogeneous group. We therefore cata­
logue a 11 paper and color varieties of the seco:id period after the 2c lithographed 
stamp No. 9 as the second issue in the design of Fig. 5, but divide them into 
two groups, the first group of which includes all paper and color varieties of 
from late in 1862 and early in 1863 as stamps Nos. 10 and 11, and the second 
group of which includes nothing but the printings of both values on laid paper 
as stamps Nos. 12 and 13. 

The cataloguing of the Numerals of the third pen:od proceeds automatically. 
After Nos. 12 and 13 (on laid paper) followed the 2c engraved stamp No. 14 in 
the design of Fig. 7, which appeared in May or June, 1864. Early in 1865 ap­
peared the first home-made 5c stamp, an emergency issue in Numeral type of 
.B'ig. 8, with inscription "HAWAIIAN POS'fAGE" at the left and right, which 
we list as No. 15. Before mid-year of 1865 appeared the last home-made print-
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ings of l e and 2c stamps, but in the changed design of Fig. 9, with '' INTER­
ISLAND" at the left, "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" at the r ight, and "UKU 
LET A" above, listed as Nos. 16 and 17 ; and finally , at the end of 1865 or early 
in 1866, a second home-made emergency issue of 5c stamps was made, for which 
through oversight the entirely inappropriate inscriptions of Fig. 9 were used, 
resulting in stamp No. 18 in the design of Fig. 10. 'fhe arrival of the 5c en­
graved stamps from New York, No. 19, Fig. 11, with portrait of Kamehameha 
V, put an end to the printing of Numeral stamps; but the l e Numerals must 
have been used until early in 1871, because the first l e engraved stamps, v1hich 
were printed in New York, cannot have been released before February or March, 
1871, as we shall see later. 

FIRST ISSUE OF NUMERALS 
INTER ISLAND i .. 

~ " ~ 1 "' z .. t', 

1 Cent. 

Fig. 5. 

1859 (Aug. 1). Fig. 5. ("HAWAIIAN POSTAGE " at the left, " INTERISLAND" 
above, "UKU LETA" at the right, stop after "Cent" or "Cents" at the bottom.) 
First issue for inland postage. Typesetting done in the Islands, printed at 
first (1859) at the print-shop of H . M. Whitney, later (early in 1860) at the 
Government Printing Office in Honolulu. Colored or black printing on various­
colored papers ; imperf orate. 

(Our prices for used copies apply to hands tamped cancellations; for copies with 
manuscript cancellations, the unused prices are approximately correct in those cases 
where the latter are the cheaper. Numbering of the plates: Numbers according to 
Crocker come first, followed by numbers according to Moens and Luff in parentheses.) 

Plates: 
7 10 le a . light blue on bluish (8/1 / 59) I (IA) , V (IIA) 7 5 0.00 700.00 

15 b. black on pale gray (18 6 0) t-b * VII (II) 50.00 300.00 
8 11 2c a. light blue on bluish (8/1 / 59) II (I), IV (IIB) 450.00 350.00 

12, 16 b . black on pale gray or grayish 
white (10 / 1 / 59) III (IB), VI (III). 200.00 175 .00 

IX (IIC) 
16c FL "NTER" without " I " (1859) III, Position 3 900.00 
16a FIL "2" raised very high VI , Position 9 750.00 750.00 
16b Fiii. Printed on both sides ( 18 6 0) IX 
14 c . black on greenish blue VIII (IIC) 500.00 375.00 

'fhe distribution of these stamps from Honolulu to the various post offices 
must have begun not later than early in July, 1859, since a number of letters 
of Postmaster General Jackson are r ecorded, dated July 5, 8, and 9, along with 
whi ch he sent the individual postmasters the first, but very small, deliveries of 
2c stamps. In the first of these letters, dated July 5, he writes: "The l e paper 
stamps are not yet r eady for distribution, and will not be much used.'' (Evident­
ly "paper stamps" means stamps intended primarily for postage on newspapers. 
- Tr.) The inland-stamps of l e were therefore not ready to send out early in 
July; in fact, the first mention of a distribution of l e stamps is found in a letter 
from Jackson to the post office at Hilo dated July 29, along with which a 
second supply of 2c stamps was sent. Luff therefore assumed that the Numeral 
issues began with a printing of 2c stamps in light blue, followed by the first 
printing of the l e in light blue and after that by the first printin g of 2c stamps 
in black. But Crocker claims to be able to say from a study of the plate settings 

• t-b: Pse udo tete -be ch e exist, ar ising from an entire pan e b e ing printed inverte d 
with r espect to its a dja cent p a n e on th e s am e s h ee t . 
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that the earliest Numeral printings began with the light blue l e. The official 
va}idity of both values followed on Aug. 1, 1S59; earlier dates of use must be 
either errors of the postmasters or accidents. 

Crocker assumes that the printings of 1S59-60 were made at three different 
periods. H e places the earliest period in the first half of 1S59, therefore under 
Postmaster Jackson; the second in the fall o~ 1S59, therefore under Postmaster 
General Clark, earliest known date of use J an., 1S60 ; and the third in the early 
months of 1860, earliest known date of use F eb. lS, 1S60. The first two printings 
were ordered by Jackson and Clark, respectively, from the print-shop of the 
former Postmaster "Whitney; in these plate settin gs the two vertical columns 
of the form were sepa rated by a slug or reglet only 4 mm. wide. The third print­
ing was ordered by Clark from the Government Printing Office, whose superin­
tendent had to buy the forms from "Whitney for this purpose. In the plate 
settings of this third printing the two vertical columns were separated by a 
slug or reglet S.5 mm. wide. 'fhe l e stamps of this third printing are the earli­
est Numerals of which entire panes of 10 have been preserved; of the preceding 
printings the largest known unit is a block of 6 of the 2c light blue on bluish 
consisting of positions 5 to 10, inclusive, of Plate II, which was formerly in the 
Crocker collection and which enabled its owner to make the reconstruction of 
the first setting. 

In the first period of printing, according to Crocker, there were a run of 
the l e (Plate I ) and a run of the 2c (Plate II ) in light blue on thin pale bluish 
paper and a run of the 2c (Plate III ) in black on grayish toned paper. Posi­
tion 10 of Plate II occurs with ''I'' of ''INTER'' displaced , position 2 of 
Plate III with damaged '' D'' of '' ISLAND,'' and position 3 of Plate III with 
the er ror "NTER" (No. Sb FI ). 

In the second period of printing, according to Crocker, there was again 
a run of the 2c (Plate IV ) and a run of the l e (Plate V) in light blue on thin 
pale bluish paper and a run of the 2c in black on grayish toned and grayish­
white paper (Plate VI). Th e light blue stamps of both values are combined 
with those of the first period of printing under Nos. 7a and Sa, and the black 
2c stamps on gr ayish toned paper are included with those of the first and third 
periods, because it is impossible to distinguish them in single copies. Position 
10 of the light blue 2c stamps of Plate IV occurs with the "I" of "INTER" too 
high or too low ; of position S of the light blue le stamps from Plate 5 the 
Crocker coll ection contained a pen-cancelled copy in which the inscription of 
value read only '' nt. '' instead of '' 1 Cent.'' Of position 9 of the black 2c 
stamps from Plate 6 the large figure "2" in the center always (according to 
Crocker) was located clear at the top of the rectangle, listed as No. Sb FII. 
Another stamp seems to come from the same plate, in which the entire lower 
inscription '' 2 Cents'' was omitted. . ' 

In the third period of printing, according to Crocker, the first run was of 
the l e stamp in black, our No. 7b, from Plate VII. There have been preserved 
unused panes of 10, horizontal pairs and blocks of the pseudo tete-beche cut from 
adjacent panes, one of which was printed inverted ; used copies of this stamp 
are very rare. Since the previous two runs of l e were in blue, and the pale 
gray paper of 1S59-60 ·was not used in any later runs, stamp No. 7b is easily 
r ecognized, even in single copies. 

The two runs of the 2c in the third printing period were both printed in 
black, but for ihe first a bluish-gTeen paper was used , and the printing was from 
Plate VIII, "'·hile for the second run a grayish and a grayish-white paper were 
again used, and the printing was from plate IX. Since bluish-green paper was 
never again used, those stamps are easily recognized in single copies, therefore 
we have catalogued them as No. Sc. The run was very small and seems to have 
been almost entirely used up for postal purposes, since No. Sc is one of the few 
Numerals which are definitely rarer unused than used. The run of 2c from 
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Plate IX on grayish paper must have been fairly large. For one thing, these 
stamps are not especially rare, either used or unused; and furthermore, the 
paper of these stamps comes in various shades and in gr eatly varying thick­
ness. Since single copies from this run cannot be distinguished from those of 
the two preceding runs of black 2c stamps, we have combined them with those 
stamps as No. Sb. But of the errors listed under No. Sb, only the variety printed 
on both sides (Sb FIII ) occurred in this last run. Two copies of this error are 
known to exist: the one, formerly in the Crocker collection, is position 9 on the 
front and 2 on the back; the other is position 6 on the front and 5 on the back; 
cf. A. J. P. 1902, p. 2SO. (35 ) Another variety from this run is position 5 with 
damaged "D" of "ISLAND" as from Plate I . (36 ) (Does Dr. Munk mean from 
Plate IIH A typographical error in the Handbook, perhaps ~-Tr. ) 

Cancellations: Cancellations of every possible sort were used on the num­
erals. W e find them with dated town marks, with every sort of killer (including 
some of very unusual design ), with horizontal oval markings containing nothing­
but the words ''POSTAGE PAID ' ' or even simply ' 'PAID,'' and also with 
handstamps which were never intended for postmarks, but for fiscal use, be­
cause the postmasters of many small harbor towns were primarily customs of­
ficials. But in the great majority of cases of the le and 2c values, they are not 
cancelled with handstamps at all, but with manuscript markings with pen and 
ink. In the first place, this manner of cancelling was prescribed for ship cap­
tains, who performed the official duties of mail route agents. For another thing, 
even the larger post offices in the islands were not equipped with cancelling de­
vices at the time the Numerals were issued and had no other way of defacing 
the stamps than with penstrokes. In that connection, Postmaster General Clark 
wrote on Sept. 16, 1S59, to the postmaster of Waimea (Island of Hawaii ) : "As 
we have no seals to forward to different postmasters, you will be under th e neces­
sity of crossing the. Hawaiian stamps on letters sent by you through the mail 
with ink." And even on Jan. 17, 1S60, Clark wrote to the postmaster at Lahaina 
(chief harbor of the Island of Maui ) : "I have not ordered any obliterating 
stamp for Lahaina, as I am unwilling on uncertainties to incur any expense 
that may be useless. It is a question whether the coming Legislature will con­
tiime the postage law ... If they continue the law I will procure a stamp for 
Lahaina at once. '' (Clark seems to have been in doubt in 1S60 whether the 

(35) (If the impressions on the b ack a r e inve rted to those on the front , whic h Dr. 
Munk doe s not affirm nor d e ny, these two copi es could b e from th e same p a n e, by the 
accident of the impression on the b ack having fallen with its l e ft and right columns, 
respec tive ly, approximately back-to - b ack with the right and lef t columns of two adjacent 
panes on the front . If th e two impressions are upright with respect to each other, they 
must p e rforce have com e from diffe r en t sheets of 50 or from different parts of a sheet 
of 50.-Tr.). 

(36) Besides th e e rrors and vari e ti es m e ntion ed b y Dr. Munk, th e Ath e rton c ollec -
tion in Honolulu contains the following :) 

Plate I, stamp 9: "I Ce" for "l Cent." 
Plate III, sta mp 2: " I" for "D" in "ISLAND." 
Plate III, stamp 4: "NTER" for "INTER." (Does Dr. Munk h ave this same error in 

mind wh e n h e lists it on Plate III, stamp 3 ? ) 
Plate III, stamp 10: "TAGE" for "POSTAGE." 
Plate IV, s tamp -: "J" between "INTER" a nd " ISLAND." 

M Plate IV, stamp 10: Raised "I" in "INTER." 
M Plate IV, stamp 10: Lower ed " I " in "INTER." 

Plate VI, stamp 4: Doubl e print. 
Plate VI, stamp 5: "J" b e tween "INTER'' a nd "ISLAND." 
Pl a t e VI, stamp 9: Large "2" raised a nd "2 Cents." raised. 
Pl a t e VI, sta mp 9: Large "2" raised a nd "2 Cents." lowe r e d. 
In addition to Dr. Munk's list of errors and those in the Ather t o n coll ec tion, C. F. 

Ric hards lists the following as existing : 
M Plate II stamp 10 : Lowe r e d " I " in " INTER." 

Pl a t e Ifl, stamp 2: Sl a nting "I" in "INTER." 
Pl a t e III, stamp 10: "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" 19 mm . l ong (instead of ?? mm.). 
Plate III, stamp -: "OS" of "POSTAGE" omitted. 
Plate IV, stamp 9: "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" 20 mm. l ong (instead of 19 mm.). 

M Plate V, stamp 8: "nt" for "l Cent." 
Plate V , stamp 9: "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" 21 mm. (instead of 19 mm .). 
Plate VI, stamp 10: "I" for "D" in "ISLAND." 

M Plate VI, stamp -: "2 Cents." omitted. 
Plate IX, stamp 5: "I" for "D" in " ISLAND." 
M-Enum e r a t ed b y J)r. Munk, but r e p eat ed h e r e in ord e r to h ave a complete listing in 

column form. 
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prepayment of mail with stamps would even be continued.) We see from 
these quotations from letters that· manuscript cancellations from regular post­
offices were the normal thing, at least on stamps of the first group of Numeral 
issues. (37 ) 

\Ve now continue with the Numerals. 

SECOND ISSUE OF NUMERALS 
1863-1864 (Early in 1863 to middle of 1864). Fig. 5. Second issue for inland post­

age. Typeset locally as in the case of Nos. 7 and 8; printed at the Government 
Printing Office in Honolulu. At first (1863) black and colored printing on ordi­
nary white and colored pape r; later (1864) black printing on white laid pa­
per; imperforate. See note in connection with Nos. 7 and 8 about prices for 
used stamps and the method of expressing the plate numbers. 

10 
11 

19 
20 
20a 
18 

17 

First Group of Printings; Wove Paper; Early in 1863. 

le black on white 
2c a . black on white 

FIL No. "I" in "INTER" 
b. black on blue-gray 
FIL "HAWAIIAN" too low 
c. dark blue on b luish 

Plates: 
X (IV) 
XI (V) 

120.00 
150 .00 

XII (V) 350.00 
Stamp 9 

XIII (V) 1000.00 
FIL "HAW IIAN" very low, no "A" and 

spacing in "POSTA GE" Stamp 9 

300.00 
200.00 

360.00 

750.00 

In Nos. lla, llb, and llc, variety FI is the large "2" minus the point of 
its foot; all prices - -. In every ease, this variety occurs on stamp 4. 

Second Grou p of P r in tings; Laid Paper; First Half of 1864 

Plates : 
12 23 le black on white t -b* XIV (VII) 35.00 

FI. Only "HA E" at the left Stamp 10 350.00 
23a FIL Only "HA" at the left Stamp 10 350.00 

13 24 2c black on white XV (VIII) 26 .00 200.00 
24a FI. No "I" in "INTER" Stamp 3 125.00 
24b FIL No "S" in "POSTAGE" Stamp 9 125 .00 

The actual date of issue is not definitely known of any of these printings, 
but it can be assumed that the first printings took place about the beginning of 
1863, just before or just after the second printing of No. 9 (cf. description of 
that stamp) or perhaps some before and some after the printing of that stamp, 
while the printing on laid paper apparently took place not earlier than the first 
half of 1864 and was caused by the exhaustion of the 2c stamps on hand and the 
fact that the 2c stamps No. 14 had not yet arrived from ew York. Even the 
exact sequence of the three runs of 2c stamps is not definitely known. Crocker 
regards the 2c blue No. llc as the last run of 2c on wove paper, while other 
authors regard this as the first run of this group: 

Although the several runs of this group of issues were spread out over a 
year and a half, the ten forms composing the plate kept their respective posi-

(37) At this point, Dr. Munk t emporarily drops th e Nume rals and handle s the litho­
graphed 2c stamp, Scott's N os. 27 and 28. With no thought of improving upon the Doc· 
tor's work, we have thought it b es t to go a h ead a nd comple t e the treatment of the 
numerals and the n com e back to th e lithogra ph ed iss u e, simply b ecause American col­
lectors will prefer to have the m a t e ri a l a rra nged that way. However, in order to kee p 
our m e mories c lear on th e chrono logi cal sequence of the issues of these r a ther com· 
plica t e d years we shall present h e r e a tabula tion by years of issue , and the n go ahead 
with the r e st of the Numerals :) 

1 859 -61 Firs t group of Num e r a l s; l e a nd 2c, Plates I-IX, Scott's Nos. 10-16. 
1861 2c lithographed, Scott's Nos. 27, 28. 
1862-64 Second group of Numerals; l e and 2c, Plates X -XV, Scott's Nos. 17-20, 23, 24. 
1 864 2c engraved, Scott's N o. 111. 
1865- 66 Third group of Numerals, 5c, l e, 2c, Plates XVI-XIX, Sco tt' s Nos. 21, 22, 25, !6. 
1866 5c Prussian blu e, engraved, Scott's No. 32. 
1869 Reissue of 2c lithograph ed , as an e ngrave d stamp; Scott's No. 29. 
1871 l e, 6c, 18c, engraved , Sco tt's Nos. 30, 33, 34 . 
From this point fo r w a rd, the chronological sequence pres ents no diffi c ulti e s . 

• t-b Pse udo tete-bi'!ch e p a irs exist, from a djacent panes. 
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tions during the entire time, except that the two vertical columns were exchang­
ed in the case of the le stamp No. 12. The space between columns in all these 
runs was uniformly 8.5 mm. In the 2c stamps Nos. lla, llb, and llc, even the 
large figures "2" r emained in their respective forms, because variety FI (" 2" 
minus the point of its foot) is found on stamp 4 in all three runs. The recogni­
tion of the different plate settings therefore depends chiefly on the fact that in 
the course of the printings the typesetting of certain of tbe forms became bad 
and was corrected, which was the case especially in stamp 9 (In No. 12, whose 
vertical columns were exchanged, in stamp 10 ), as shown by the recurrence of 
errors in stamps 9 or 10 of each plate in the above listing. 

First groiip of printings (Nos. 10 and 11): Of the l e No. 10 (Plate 10, 
wove paper) several complete panes have been preserved, but very few used 
copies are known. Stamp 9 occurs with '' IN'l'ER'' too high. Of the correspond­
ing 2c stamp No. lla (Plate XI in black on white paper ), the same is true: 
some complete panes exist, but used copies are rare. Stamp 4 always bas the 
variety FI (" 2" minus the point of its foot). Stamp 5 exists with damaged 
"D" of "ISLAND"; stamp - comes with the variety "N'l'ER" for "INTER'' 
(No. lla FII); and stamp 7 occurs with the "I" of "INTER" raised. Of the 
2c No. llb (Plate XII, in black on blue-gray paper) very little material has been 
preserved, either unused or used. No complete panes and no blocks are known. 
The blue-gray paper is usually thin, but occasionally, as an exception, copies on 
thick paper are found. Stamp 4 always has the variety FI. During the print­
ing of this stamp the type at the left side of stamp 9 began to loosen, so that the 
line "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" and the "I" of "IN'l'ER" in some impres­
sions slipped as far down as possible (No. llb FII ), while in other impressions 
the "I" slipped up much too high and "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" slipped 
back almost to its normal position. The run of 2c No. 11 (Plate XIII, dark 
blue on bluish) must have been very small and besides, it must have been almost 
entirely used up, since stamps of this run are very rare' and practically all 
known copies are used. Stamp No. 4 of this run also shows variety FI, and 
stamp 7 has the ''I'' of ''INTER'' too high. On stamp 9 the left side of the 
setting again came loose and the Jette.rs "HAWAIIAN POS'l'A" slipped clP-ar 
down, while the letters ''GE'' and the ''I'' of ''INTER'' kept their normal 
position. Occasionally in the stamp in which this slipping has taken place, the 
second "A" of "HAWAIIAN" is entirely missing (No. llc FII ). 

Second group of printings (Nos. 12, 13) : The laid paper of Nos. 12 and 
13, whose white sometimes inclines slightly to yellowish or cream, was, according 
to Crocker, ordered specially for this job by Postmaster General Kalakaua from 
the firm of Bancroft & Co. in San Francisco. In the upper left corner of the 
sheets as they came, one often finds the colorless impression of the word 
'' BA'l'H. '' Complete panes of both values nave been preserved , of the 2c also 
a larger part-sheet, and at least of the le pseudo tete-beche pairs cut across the 
gutters between panes, are known. On the other hand, used stamps of both 
denominations are rarities; apparently the first supply of No. 14 (engraved 2c 
stamp) arrived from New York almost immediately after the releasing of Nos. 
12 and 13. 

In the le stamp from Plate 14, which was apparently the first value print­
ed on laid paper, the right and left vertical columns of forms were exchanged, 
so that stamp 9 of Nos. lla, llb, and llc and of No. 13 was stamp 10 of No. 12, 
so in No. 12, the varieties FI and FII are found on stamp 10. In both of these 
varieties the letters are down as far as possible, directly above the bottom frame 
line of the stamp. The only difference between the two varieties is the fact that 
in FI only the letters ''HA'' and '' E '' are present, with all the letters between 
them missing, while in FII even the '' E '' bas disappeared. Both FI and FII 
appear to have occurred at the very beginning of the run and the error was im­
mediately corrected by the printer, so that the line ''HAWAIIAN POSTAGE'' 
in stamp 10 after a very short time occupied the right position and had its 
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normal length of 19 mm. But the whole line of type again slipped down, so that 
during the greater part of the run it was located just above the bottom frame 
line and had a length of 21 instead of 19 mm. In the run of the 2c from P late 
XV, the two vertical columns again had their original positions, so that the 
words "HAWAIIAN POS'r AGE" which slipped down to the frame line and 
which were 21 mm. long were again on stamp 9. As a result of the loosening of 
the type, the "S" of the word "POSTAGE" on stamp 9 is sometimes entirely 
missing, which explains the existence of variety No. 13 FII ("PO TAGE") . 
Finally, stamp 3 again occurs with the "I" of "INTER" missing, creating 
variety No. 13 FI. (38) 

THIRD ISSUE OF NUMERALS 
I UK1l Lm'• I 

~ - ~ · 
2 /W -

. ~ ~ ~! 

~ j ., 1~r 
· 5 c eu l i "'I 

F i g . S . 

1865 (early in t h e year). Fig. 8. F irst emergency issue of 5c. T ypeset locally at the 
Government Printing Office in Honolulu , b u t with inscriptions appropriately 
a ltered: Left and righ t, "HAWAIIAN POST AGE"; above "UKU LET A"; a ll 
inscriptions w ithout stops. Colored printing on medium -thick colored paper; 
imperforate; g u mmed . 

P late: 
15 21 5c dark b lue on light blue t-b* XVI (VI) 120.00 100.00 

In contrast to the Numerals of le and 2c, which were intended for inland 
postage, the 5c stamps Nos. 15 and 18 were definitely intended for overseas 
postage or the prepayment of the compulsory Hawaiian postage of 5c per 112 
ounce. 'fhey were intended to tide over an emergency in which the supply of 
5c Kamehameha III stamps were used up and a new supply had not been ordered 
in time. That being the case, both home-made provisional 5c stamps, Nos. 15 
and 18, are found in mixed franking with the then current 5c United States 
stamps. In such cases the Ha,.vaiian stamp was usually cancelled in Honolulu, 
often with a killer of three thick concentric circles which is characteristic of 
these 5c Numerals, while the United States stamp normally was cancelled in 
San Francisco with the single-circle townmark, which frequently has also 
caught the Hawaiian stamp. 

The date of issue of No . 15 was taken by Moens to be May, 1865; but from 
the letter of the postal official Irwin in Honolulu to lVIoens, dated Feb. 24, 1865, 
we gather that No. 15 must have been issued before the posting of that letter, 
therefore quite early in that year. The 140 copies of No. 15 which Irwin sent 
lVIoens in this letter very likely included the complete pane of ten which was sold 
in the 2nd Ferrary auction; cf. Fig. 303 in the catalogue of that sale. This pane 
seems to be the only one which has been preserved intact. Certain discrepancies 
which Luff and Crocker encountered during the plating of No. 15, and which 
appeared to them to be accounted for only by assuming the existence of two 
different settings of the plate, were finally cleared up by the study of this pane. 
(A horizontal strip of four in the Crocker collection, which both authors took 

(38) A car e ful checking of the errors a nd vari e ti e s in th e Atherton coll ection shows 
tha t Dr. Munk has m e ntion ed e very on e of th em; howe v e r C. F . Richards lists a f ew 
whi ch Dr. Munk doe s not m e ntion:) 

Plate XIII, stamp 9: "HAWAIIAN POSTA GE." 
Plate XIV, stamp 10: "HA I "for "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE." 
Plate XIV, stamp -: "ISL ND" for "ISLAND." 
Plate XV, stamp 9: "HAWAIIAN POSTAGB" 21 mm. Instead of 19 mm. 

• t-b: Pse udo tete-beche pairs exist. 
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for the impossible combination of Nos. 7, 1, 7, 1 was revealed by the Ferrari 
pane to be 1, 2, 1, 2.) _ 

The 5c plate (XVI ) was the first since Plates I-VI in which the two 
vertical columns were spaced only 4 mm. apart, which spacing was retained for 
the rest of the settings (XVII-XIX). Furthermore, it appears that for No. 15 an 
extensive new setting of the form was made. It is true that the same printer's 
rules were used for the frames, but the inscriptions were almost completely new 
settings. This theory is proved by the fact that in Fig. 8, both the right and the 
left lines "HAWAIIAN POS'l'AG E" are without stops, while the left line 
reading thus in Fig. 5 has a stop; furthermore, in Fig. 8 the former stop after 
'' UKU LET A'' is omitted, the denomination '' 5 cents'' is without stop and is set 
with a lower case "c,'' while in all stamps of Fig. 5 there are a capital "C" 
and a heavy stop. 

Of No. 15 there exist a number of pairs and a block of four pseudo tete­
beche, cut from adjoining panes. The Crocker collection also contained a 5c 
stamp of Fig. 8 in black on white paper (color trial ~ ). (Neither the Atherton 
collection nor the Richards check list contain any errors of typesetting, slipped 
type, irregular spacing, etc., but both mention this copy in black. It is quite 
possible that Mr. Atherton got it from the Crocker collection.-Tr.) 

Fig. I). 

1865 (not later than June). Fig. 9. Third e m ergency issue for inland postage. 
Typeset locally, similar to Nos. 7, 8, and 10-13, except with altered inscriptions 
" INTERISLAND" at the left instead of above, "UKU LETA" above and without 
stop instead of at the right and with stop, "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" at the 
right without stop instead of at the left with stop, and denomination with lower 
case "c" and without stop instead of with capital "C" and with stop . • Printed at 
the Government Printing Office in color on ordinary white paper; imperforate; 
gumm ed. Prices for used stamps and numbering of plates as in foregoing issues. 

Plate: 
16 25 le dark blue on white XVIII ( IX ) 45.00 

FL "1 cen" (without "t") Stamp 6 
17 26 2c dark blue on white XVII (X) 45.00 

FL Large "2" without tip of foot Stamp 10 175.00 

Both of these stamps must have been issued by June, 1865, since they are both 
mentioned in an article in Le Timbre-Poste of August, 1865. It is therefore hard 
to understand why used copies should be almost non-existent, so that in former 
years they were thought to be a reissue and some catalogues still express doubt 
that they were issued for postal needs. We must remember that the home-made 
le stamps were not replaced by the engraved l e stamps from New York until 
early in 1871, therefore No. 16 was for 51h years the only le stamp in circulation. 
Furthermore, the second supply of engraved 2c stamps, which were ordered in 
April, 1865, did not arrive in Honolulu until the spring of 1866. Complete panes 
of both values have been preserved, and the 2nd Ferrary sale contained a part­
sheet of No. 16, namely a combination of 2x5 stamps in which the left vertical 
column of 5 stamps of one pane was printed exactly superimposed upon the 
right vertical column of the previous pane. 

The printing form consisted of the same individual forms as the 5c stamp No. 
15, except that corresponding to their intended use for inland postage the left in­
scription "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" was replaced with "INTERISLAND." 
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On the other band, the printer retained for the expression of value the same style 
of typesetting as in Fig. 8, namely, the word "cent" or "cents" was spelled 
with a lower-case '' c'' and had no stop. Even for the large central figures of 
value the same types were used as before; for in stamp 10 of No. 17 we again 
find the variety without the tip of the foot which we found in the three runs of 
the 2c, Nos. lla, llb, and llc, all in stamp 4. We also find other special char­
acteristics of the figure '' 2'' which occurred on earlier settings, except that in 
No. 17 we find them in different positions on the pane. Since certain type-flaws, 
such as defective printer's rules, occur on No. 16 and again on the later 5c 
stamp No. 18, but not on No. 17, we must believe that the 2c stamp No. 17 was 
printed before the l e stamp No. 16. The spacing between the vertical columns 
of both values was 4 mm. 

As to errors, we must mention the l e stamp from position 6 with the de­
fective expression of value "cen" without "t" which is catalogued as No. 16 FI. 
Furthermore, the 2nd Ferrari sale contained an unused le stamp, No. 16, on 
which besides the normal impression of the le stamp there was an inverted im­
pression of the 5c stamp No. 15. It was a direct impression, not an offset 
transfer. (39 ) 

1JIUI' LE%~ 
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Fig. 10. 

1866 (previous to May). Fig. 10. Second emergency issue of 5c; typeset locally at 
the Government Printing Office in Honolulu, similar to the 5c Numeral No . 15 , 
but through oversight with the inscription of the foregoing inland stamps of 
Fig. 9 , namely, at the left "INTERISLAND" instead of "HAWAIIAN POST­
AGE." Printed in color on thick colored paper; imperforate ; gummed. 

Plate: 
18 22 5c dark blue on blue t-b* XIX (XI) 38.00 125.00 

The second emergency issue of 5c stamps, which was also the last printing 
in the home-made typeset style, owes its existence to the following situation: 
The new engraved 5c stamps which had been ordered in April, 1865, and which 
were shipped by the printers in New York in Aug·ust of that year, for some 
unknown reason did not reach Honolulu until the spring of 1866, so the postal 
officials found themselves compelled early in 1866 to produce a supply of this 
value once more from the typeset plates. In doing the job in a hurry, they 
overlooked the fact that the forms had most recently been used for printing the 
le stamps No. 16 and that the inscription at the left side consequently read 
"INTERISLAND" and not "HAWAIIAN POSTAGE" as in the 5c stamp 
No. 15. The printer changed only the expressions of value and not the left-hand 
inscription, which created stamps for overseas postage containing the inscrip­
tion '' INTERISLAND'' which applied only to the values for inland postage. 
If we wish to be technical, the 5c provisionals No. 18 were nothing but a later 
printing of the 5c No. 15 containing an error of typesetting and were it not for 
this error, they would be catalogued as a second printing of No. 15. In reality 
they were used only for overseas postage, just as No. 15, since there was no inland 
rate of 5c for which they could be used, and they therefore occur in mixed £rank­
ings with 5c United States stamps. As a great rarity we must mention a letter 
from Honolulu to a town in Oregon with three 5c stamps No. 18 plus one United 

(39) (Neither the Atherton collection cat a logue nor the Ri chards ch eck list enum er­
ate any errors othe r than the "1 cen" misspelling noted above.) 

• t-b: Pseudo tete-besh e pairs exist. 
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States 5c stamp of 1861. The three Numerals bear the killer of three heavy 
concentric circles which is typical of both 5c Numeral provisionals. 

The incorrect inscription on this second 5c provisional and the further 
circumstance that as late as the 90 's the date of issue of No. 18 was wrongly 
believed to have been 1867, while the engraved 5c stamp No. 19 was known to 
have been issued in the spring of 1866, caused Collin & Calman to denounce 
them as ''concoctions,'' whereupon they were dropped from the Scott catalogue 
for some years. But John N. Luff was able in 1895 to prove that they were 
issued for postal needs and to place the date of issue as the first half of 1866. (4-0) 
Evidently the engraved stamps of 5c, No. 19, must have arrived in Honolulu very 
soon after the provisionals were placed on sale, because No. 18 is fairly rare used, 
while in unused condition not only are a good many panes of 10 recorded, but 
some larger multiples and even some entire post office heets of 25 (5x5 ) have 
been preserved. In such a sheet of 25 in the 2nd Ferrary sale one vertical 
column of five stamps was printed inverted to the other four columns, and be­
sides this piece, a number of pairs and blocks are known showing the pseudo 
tete-beche effect. 

In changing the denomination to 5c, most of the forms changed positions 
with respect to the le issue of 1865 (Plate XVIII) , but the forms individually 
remained the same as in the previous typeset printings. (41 ) * 

F ig. G, Scott's 'l'yp e All. 

1861 (2nd half of the year). Fig. 6 (Kamehameha IV; n a tive inscriptions without 
name of country). 2 cent issue for inland and ove rseas postage. Lithographed 
in color, produced in Boston· on thin , colorless laid pape r. Laid lines running 
(A) vertically, (B) horizontally; imperforate, gummed. 

9 27, 28 ELUA (2) KENETA 

a. dull rose red (Late in 1861) 
27a, 28a b. deep rose (Beginning of 1863?) 

A 
26.00 27 .50 
35.00 35.00 

B 
45.00 50.00 

100.00 75 .00 

History of the issue : (42 ) As early as November, 1860, Postmaster General 
Clark had made inquiries in Bo ton whether he could secure, besides a new print­
ing of the 5c stamp in the type of Fig. 3, also corresponding engraved stamps of 

(40) John N . Luff: " The H a w a ii a n 5c Blu e, Inte r Isl a nd." A. J. P., 1895, pp. 324-7. 
Th e mi s tak e of plac ing th e d a t e o f issu e in th e year 1867 a r ose s impl y through t h e f act 
tha t its exi s t e n ce w as fir s t c h r oni c l ed in Europe la t e in 1 867, at a tim e wh e n th e en­
graved 5c Pruss ian blu e w ith portra it o f K a m eh a m e h a V h a d b e e n kn own for over a 
y ear ; c f. T.-P., J a n. , 1 868 a nd St. Coll. M ay., F e b . 1 , 1868 . The Briti s h m a gazin e expl a in ed 
the n ecess ity f o r th e 5c Inter is la nd b y a ssuming tha t the second s uppl y o f 5c e n g r aved 
sta mps h a d b een d e layed in a rriving, wh e r e a s th e second s uppl y h a d a c tua ll y ar rived 
v e r y soo n af t e r the first . 

(41) (Ne ith e r th e Atherton coll ecti o n cat a l ogue n o r th e Ri ch a rd s ch eck li s t conta in 
a n y vari e ti es oth e r tha n th e p seudo t e t e -b ech e m e ntion ed b y Dr. Munk.) 

(42) In this c onn ecti o n, cf. (b es id es the literatu re li s t e d in th e g e n e r a l biblio gra phy ) 
J. N. Luff: H a w a iian Isl a nds. Th e Two Cents Lithogra ph ed a nd Engra v ed , A. J. P , 1 895 , 
pp. 244-6. -W. H. Cols on: Th e H a waii a n Stamps o f th e T y p e All of th e Sta nda rd Cat a ­
logu e, M . W. S. N. 1902, pp. 38-39 . -Dr. E. Di en a : A V a ri e ty of th e Two C e nts of 1861, Litho­
gra phed , of the Hawa iia n Isle s, London Phil a t e list, 1920 , pp. 258 -60 . 

• Tra nslator 's Comm e nt o n Counte rfe its . All H a w a ii a n s t a mps thu s far trea t ed in 
thi s a rti c l e h a v e b ee n exte nsive ly c ounte rfe ited . G ood d escription s of th e c ounterfe its 
a r e t o b e found in Album W eeds a nd V a d e M ecum. Any c oll ec tor purchas ing Mi ssion a ri es 
will , of c ourse, b e sure what h e is g e tting. Th e counte rfe its of th e e ngraved is su e of 
1 853 ff. a r e n o t e sp ecia ll y d ece ptive to a c oll ector who is f a mili a r with th e looks of the 
g e nuin e . Th e c ounte rfe its of th e Num er a ls pre s e nt th e wors t probl e m; in f ac t , they a r e 
on e of th e worst probl e m s in a n y c ountry, b ecause th e origin a ls th e mse lve s are s o c rude. 
Expe rtization is almost indispe n sabl e . The tran s la tor h a s in hi s coll ec tion about a dozen 
counte rfe its which would d ece ive a nybod y who has not m a d e a spec ia l study of th e m. 
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l e and 2c; but in March, 1861, he had cancelled the inquiry. It was then decided 
to get along without a supply of the le stamps, which were very little needed, 
but on the contrary, the 2c stamp No. 9 must have been ordered from Boston 
during the first half of 1861 and placed in use during the second half of the year. 
This assumption is attested by a statement made to the philatelist C. N. Rondot in 
1861, (43 ) and also by the fact that Berger-Levrault listed the new 2c stamp in the 
type of Fig. 6 in the 2nd edition of his postage stamp catalogue, which appeared 
in December, 1861 ; cf. London Philatelist, 1920, p. 260. The new 2c stamps 
showed the portrait of the then reigning king, Kamehameha IV, they were pro­
duced by lithography and showed no indication whatever of the name of the coun­
try, although they were intended not only for inland letters, but also for the 
Hawaiian portion of the prepaid postage on printed matter directed overseas. 

[Translator's Inte rpolation: Mr. C. F. Richards has called our attention to a problem of 
which Dr. Munk seems not to have been aware. It has been widel y assumed that the litho­
graphic stone from which No. 9 was printe d co ntai n ed 20 subjects, arranged in 4 horizontal 
rows of 5 stamps each. Colson a nd K e nyon both d efi nite ly state this as a fact. But 
Ri chards, on page 8 of "Additions to a Check List of th e Sta mps of Hawaii-and More ," 
inserts a discussion of such importance that I have h e r e cond e nsed th e substance of it as 
follows: 

Bruce Cartwright had for some Y.ears b een working on th e plating of th ese stamps, but 
had b een hampe r ed by th e l ack of m a teri a l. He h ad r each ed th e point wh e re h e had 
come to thr ee d e finit e conclus ions : (1) One printing stone was use d for all th e stamps on 
horizontally laid paper, a nd a noth er for a ll th e stamps on verticall y laid paper. (2) Each 
stone bore 4 pane s . (3) Each p a n e con sisted of 25 stamps, arranged 5x5. 

He h ad a rrived a t th e th eory of 4 panes to th e ston e in this mann e r: He had d escrip­
tions of the ten upper stamps in two differe nt panes (h e d id not tell us wh eth e r th ese w e r e 
vertically or horizontally la id) , a nd of th e upper right stamps (No. 5 on th e pane) in two 
more pan e s, making 4 differe nt upper right corn e r stamps, which n ecessarily m eans 4 
diff e r e nt pan es. 

H e arr ived at th e th eory o f 5 rows to the pan e in this mann e r: Of th e stamps on vert i­
call y la id p a p e r , h e had 17 diff e r e nt right-hand sheet margin stamps. Four rows to th e 
pane, and four panes to the stone, would a ll ow 16 diffe rent right -h a nd sheet m a rgin stamps 
to ex ist ; but with 17 already known , th e re must have b ee n at l eas t 5 rows to the pane . 

Mr. Cartwright h a d a lready id e ntifi e d over 70 pos iti ons, presumably di v id ed between 
the horizonta ll y a nd th e vert ically la id var iet ie s. H e had photogra phs of two bloc ks of 
ten (5x2) of th e bright rose carmin e (Dr. Munk says d eep rose) shade. It is strange that 
with a ll the study which h as been clone on Hawaii a n stamps, and w ith m a ny earn es t philat­
e lists h av ing corresponded with th e posta l officials of those ear l y days , and some of th e m 
even having visited the islands in the 60's, nobody has h eretofore grappl ed with this prob­
l em. 

The dull rose stamps of sub-variety "a" characterize the printing of 1861; 
the much brighter deep rose stamps of sub-variety "b" come from a second print­
ing. Opinions differ on the date of issue of the latter printing. 'l'imbre-Poste 
announced these stamps as '' carmin vif'' (lively carmine) for the first time in 
August, 1863, and in an article which appeared in 1865, that magazine set th eir 
date of i~sue as May, 1863, cf. the article by Hanciau in Gibbons Monthly Journal, 
January, 1901. According to other sources the second printing appeared in 
January, 1863; Crocker even assumes that they appeared about October, 1862, 
but the r easons he g·ives are not very convincing. In any event, we gather from 
a letter written by Postmaster General Kalakaua on November 4, 1863, that the 
post office in Honolulu was at that time again almost out of 2 cent stamps. The 
decidedly greater scarcity of the "b" variety stamps proves that the second 
printing must have been much smaller in quantity than the first printing. (44 ) 

Crocker assumes that a large portion of the second printing, together with a sup­
ply of United States stamps destined for Honolulu, amounting to several hundred 
dollars, was destroyed in the burning of the ship "Polynesia" in October, 1862. 
On the other hand, it appears that former Postmaster General Clark had informed 
Crocker that toward the end of 1862 a large supply of stamps was stolen from the 
post office in Honolulu. The only thing that can be taken as really proved is that 
after the first supply of 2 cent stamps No. 9 was received, there was some sort of 
interference in the regular supply of 2 cent stamps and that because of this inter-

(43) W e h ave th e t ex t of this l e tte r in th e ar ti c l e b y John N. Luff in the booklet issued 
by the Severn -Wy li e -Jewett Co. In disc ussing what appea r s to be an e rror of m e mory on 
the p a rt of Postmaster General Whitney, Mr. Luff quotes part of a l et t er to M . Rondot: 
"In 1861 th e early part of the prese nt year, an attempt was made to improve th e engraving 
of t h e 2:ce nt stamp, and accord in g l y a red stamp, with a face on it, was printe d, the valu e 
r e maining the same. This last is now in use." By "improve the engraving of the 2-ce nt 
stamp" th e write r evidently meant "to improve the appearance" of that d e nomination, 
whi c h otherwise was th e typeset Num e ral d es ign.-Tr. 

(44) Scott's prices minimize this differe nce in scarcity; Gibbons is about in line with 
Sco tt, whil e Yver t and Mich el ignore the existe nce of two shades.-Tr. 
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ference the postal authorities from about the end of 1862 on repeatedly resorted 
to the home-made typset provisionals, especially since the engraved 2 cent stamp 
ordered from New York in November, 18tm, could not be delivered and issued 
until about the middle of 1864. 

In the fall of 1869 a philatelic journal in Boston announced a new red 2 cent 
stamp from Hawaii , and in January, 1870, 'l'imbre-Poste for the first time 
reported having received the 2 cent stamp No. 9 on white wove paper in various 
shades of red and carmine. This third printing of 1869 was produced by recess 
printing and departed also from the sheet arrangement of the lithographed issue 
of 1861 ff. Since the New York recess printed stamp No. 14 (Scott's No. 31) had 
already been placed in circulation in May, 1864, and according to a letter from 
postal official Irwin in Honolulu to Moens dated June 24, 1864, had definitely 
superseded all previous 2 cent stamps, and since we shall later see that during 
the years from 1864 to 1871 large supplies of No. 14 in uniform quantities had 
been ordered and delivered, the Boston 2 cent stamps in recess printing were un­
doubtedly the first official imitations of No. 9. They were produced at a time 
when their design had long been out of use for postal purposes and were made 
for purely philatelic use: for official exchange material and for sale to collectors 
and dealers. The majority of the copies were overprinted with the word ''CAN­
CELLED'' ; cf. in greater detail under ''Official Imitations.'' As we shall see 
later, the postal administration of Hawaii had ordered a number of such reprint­
ings of certain of the perforated issues fo r purely philatelic purposes and of the 
2 cent stamp No. 9 they ordered, besides the official imitations of 1869, further 
philatelic supplies in the years 1885, 1889, and 1890. 

The lithographic stone for No. 9 contain ed, according to Colson, 20 subjects 
arranged in 4 horizontal rows of 5 stamps each. (45 ) According to Hanciau (Gib­
bons Monthly Journal, January, 1901 ), this stone was made by transfer from the 
same engraved plate of 15 (3x5) subjects from which the official imitations of 
1868-69 were later printed. It is, however, more plausible that the stone was 
made from the original engraved die by a transfer block and that the engraved 
plate of 3x5 subjects was not made until 1868. In a block of the lithographed 
stamps illustrated by Crocker the spacing between stamps adjoining each other 
horizontally varies from 1 to 1.5 mm., while the spacing between stamps adjoin­
ing each other vertically varies from 1 to 2 mm., and the alignment of the sub­
jects with respect to each other shows all manner of irregularities. 

Of these lithographed stamps, Dr. Diena in 1920 described an interesting 
variety which was apparently produced by a tiny fold or tear in the transfer 
paper at the time of one of the applications of the transfer block. In this variety 
the space between the cross-hatched background of the portrait and the left orna­
mental border is much too large and very irregular and badly shaped; the top­
most branch of the leaf ornaments at the left is deformed, and the vertical straight 
line which encloses the end of the ribbon containing the words "UKU LETA" 
is noticeably bent, as though the lithographer had tried roughiy to retouch the 
gap left by the damage to the transfer paper. 

(We now depart from Dr. Munk 's sequence and take the official imitations 
of the Kamehameha IV issues, which the author places at the very end of bis 
work. We believe that they will be more convenient for reference if handled 
here.-Tr.) 

( 45) But cf. discussion of Cartwright's th esis above.-Tr. 
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I. OFFICIAL IMITATION OF 1869 

Very much as in the case of the Boston engraved stamps of 5c and 13c, Nos. 
5 and 6, the postal administration of Hawaii had the Boston lithographed stamp 
of 2c, No. 9, reproduced as an official imitation about the end of the 60 's, and 
beginning about the middle of the 80 's they had several more printings of the 
stamp made by the American Bank Note Co. in New York. 

The 2c official imitation No. 9NI may well have been made at the same time 
as the r eissues Nos. 5NI and 6NI, and also for the sole purpose of exchange with 
other postal administrations and sale to collectors and dealers. But since the 
stamp had been obsolete since about the end of 1862, by 1868 the lithographic 
stone had long since been cleaned off, so it was necessary for the printers to pro­
duce a new printing plate from the original die, which was still in their posses­
sion. In contrast to the lithographic stone of the original issue, they prepared a 
steel plate for r ecess printing. For this reason (46 ) the delivery of the recess­
printed imitations of the lithographed stamps was delayed somewhat beyond the 
date of delivery of the r eissues of the two engraved stamps Nos. 5 and 6. Appar­
ently they arrived in Honolulu during the second half of 1869, since the phila­
telic press did not announce them until January, 1870, in contrast to which the 
reissues Nos. 5NI and 6NI were being sold to collectors in Europe during the 
early months of 1869. 

'fhere is no doubt th at this third printing, from a r ecess plate, will have to be 
regarded as an official imitat ion ordered by the postal authorities, (47 ) since the 
defini t ive issue of 2 cent stamps in the design of Fig. 7 (Scott 's type A13 ), per­
forated, bad been produced and delivered in large and regular quantities since the 
beginning of 1864. These imitat ions, which were sold only at the Honolulu post 
office, were at first sold without overprint, as in the case of Nos. 5NI and 6NI; 
but later t hey were sold only overprinted "CANCELLED" to prevent their use 
for postal purposes. 

Official Imitations of 1869 

(llloe n s Re11rh1t Nos. 4(102-04; Scott No. 29; G ibbons No. JS; Yvert No. 9 ( 4 8 ); Se1Lf N o . 1 8 ; 
Rohl (10th e dition) No. I; lllich ei No. 18. ) 

R ecess printing produced in Bos ton from the orig ina l die, type of Fig. 6, in sheets · of 
only 1 5 (3x5) s tamps; ve ry thin , cr eam , wove paper , imperfora t e ; colorless or 
ye llowish gum . 

9NI 29 2c carmine I. Without overprint 1 2.00 
II . With black overprint CANCELLED 4.00 

'fh e imitations are easily distinguished from th e originals through the facts 
th at they ar e in r ecess printing and on wove paper. The sheets of the imitations 
contained only 15 subj ects, in 3 horizontal rows of 5 each, while the sheets of the 
originals contained 20 subj ects, 4x5 .'x' Th eir color, a r ather soft carmine in sev­
er al bright shades, approaches th e " b " color of th e second printing ( 1862 ) , but 
differs greatly from th e " a " color of the first print ing. 

Th ese 9N I imitations ar e distingui shed from the later 9NII and 9 IIII print­
ings chiefl y through certain differ ences in the engraving; for as we shall see below, 
No. 9NII was made from a completely new die, while for No. 9NIII the original 
die was used, but bad to be considerably r eworked. Aside from these differences, 
the later printings are on paper which is much thicker and in general, darker and 

(46) Ev idently m eaning th e ex t ra tim e it t ook t o lay down a steel pl a t e .-Tr. 
(47 ) Se e p. 271, fo otnote 26, fo r m y u se of r e print, r e issu e, a nd ofllelnl Imitation. Dr. 

Munk is n o t a bsolu te ly con s is t ent in hi s u sag e as compa r ed with o urs , but it is v e r y diffi­
c ult to carry con s is t e n c ies over fr om on e l a n g u a g e into a noth e r . It is proba bly b est to 
st ic k to m eanings o f w o rds as w e d e fin e th em in our Ame ri can philate lic v ocabula r y .-Tr. 

( 4 8 ) E v id e ntl y a t y p ogra phical e rro r in th e Hnndbook; should b e Yvert No. 21.-Tr. 
• Th e Kn a pp coll ec ti o n h a d n o No . 9Nl on cov e r; th e Atherton coll ec ti o n in Honolulu 

conta in s a " u sed" copy , but not on cover ; a nd if our m e m o r y is correc t, th e v e ry unusua l 
H a w a iia n c oll ec tion sold r ecentl y by Elm er R . L ong h a d n o co p y o n cov e r.-Tr. 
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more yellow than the paper of No. 9NI. Regarding the color, No. 9NII is not 
carmine, but orange-red, while No. 9NIII approaches very close to the color of 
No. 9NI and to the "b" color of the second printing. 

Of these official imitations a very few cancelled copies are known, which were 
probably cancelled by favor for collectors; but we have no record of any copies 
on original cover. (49 ) 

II. OFFICIAL IMITATION OF 1885 

In 1885, Postmaster General Whitney wished to replenish the stock of No. 9 
for sale to collectors, etc. Since neither the stone from which No. 9 had been 
printed, nor the steel plate from which No. 9NI had been printed, could be found, 
and the original die from which both the stone and th e plate had been laid down 
was also misplaced, the postal authorities on August 15, 1885, sent the American 
Bank Note Company a single 2 cent stamp as a sample, together with the follow­
ing instructions: ''The engraving, paper, colour of ink, printing and gumming to 
be as perfect an imitation of the original issue as it is possible to make it." The 
printing was to consist of 10,000 copies, of which 5000 were to be overprinted 
"SPECIMEN." The American Bank Note Company used the sample stamp as 
a model and engraved an entirely new die, laid down a recess plate of 50 (5x10 ) 
subjects, and sent the stamps printed from it in two lots, on November 16 and 
December 8, 1885, to the postal officials in Honolulu, who during the ensuing 
years sold them in the customary manner to dealers and collectors, both with and 
without the overprint ''SPECIMEN.'' 

Official Imitation of 1885 
(Scot t N o. 50; Sen f No. 181; Germ. Ndr. No. 787; Gib b o n s, includecl w i t !• No. 18; YveTt, 

inc lucled w itl1 No. 21; JUleh c l , inc huled w i t h No. 18. ) 

Recess-printed by the American Bank Note Co., New York, from a plate of 50 subjects 
(5x10) from a new die in the design of Fig. 6, with the firm's imprint in the 
four corners; medium to fairly heavy wove paper , yellow to dark buff; yellow­
ish gum. 

9NII 50 2c orange-red I. Without overprint 8.00 
II. With gray-blue overprint SPECI-

MEN 4.00W 

Since the official imitations No. 9NII, in contrast both to No. 9NI and to No. 
9NIII (cf. below ), were made from a completely new die, th ey display numerous 
differences in the engraving, which distinguish them from all other printings. 
The most striking of th ese differences are the following: ( 1) 'fhe horizontal stroke 
of the" A" of "ELDA" is much lower and the joint of th e "K" of " KEr E'fA" 
is much higher than in Nos. 9, 9NI and 9NIII. (2) 'fhe lowest horizontal strokes 
of both "E's" of "KENETA" are much longer than in Nos. 9, 9NI and 9NIII. 
(3) The large left leaf just below the middle of the left tablet touches th e left 
frame-line in No. 9NII, and only in No. 9NII. (51 ) (4 ) Th e ornamental tablets 
at both sides and the little ornaments in both spandrels between the figures of 
value and th e top middle of tbe stamp differ in many details from those in Nos. 
9, 9NI and 9NIII. ( 5) The ink used was orange-red , a color not used for any 
other stamp of this group. (See Fig. C). 

'l'he sheets contained 50 subjects arranged in 5 horizontal rows of 10 stamps 
each and showed in all four corners of the sheet the monogTam of the American 
Bank Note Company, composed of the initials ''AB N Co.'' Th e paper was 

(4 9) But cf . disc ussion of Cartwright' s th esis a bove.-Tr. 
(50) Sin ce th e number of stamps issued without the ove rprint w a s ex ac tly equa l t o th e 

numbe r with the ove rprint, it seems odd tha t Dr. Munk should v a lue the form e r at twice as 
much as th e latte r .-Tr. 

(51) I would s ay the large l eaf m e ntion ed by Dr. Munk a lmost touche s th e l e ft fram e ­
lin e. I can distinc tly see unprinte d p a p e r b e tween th e leaf and th e fram e -lin e, but th e 
space is almost microscopically narrow, far too narrow to b e m easured with a phila t e li c 
millim eter scale.-Tr. 
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thicker than that of No. 9NI, but varied from barely medium-thick to decidedly 
thick. It was also much darker in color than the paper of No. 9NI, ranging from 
almost yellow to dark buff. The overprint "SPE CIMEN" was applied before 
the stamps left the printer. It was printed in a decidedly grayish blue (dull 
steel blue ) ink and at the express wish of Postmaster General Whitney, it was 
anuJjed rather thin ; cf. letter of \Vhitney in Gibbons Monthly Journal, vol. VI, 
p. 76. 

In common with all other reissues and official imitations, No. 9NII was sold 
only at the Honolulu post office and ordinarily at the normal face value. How­
ever, in November, 1887, a lot of 2000 copies without the overprint "SPECI­
MEN" was sold by the postal officials at balf face value to a New York specu­
lator with the permission of the Se~retary of the Interior. For this purpose they 

-tKE NE 
C- 1. 

Fig. "C" (52) 

C-1 r epresents stamps Nos. 9 , 9NI, and 9NIII. 
C-2 represents s t a mp No. 9NII. 

~KENE 

C- 2 . 

Note the shape of the leaf-ornam ent in the left panel; th e closeness of the leaf to the 
left fra me-line; the shape of the "K's"; the shape of the " E 's"; a nd especia lly the 
a rrangem ent of the lines r epresenting the king's rig ht shoulder (left as we see it ) 
with r espect to the base line and the double vertical line to the left of it. 

were cancell ed in the sheet with a four-ring killer about G cm. in diameter. Copies 
with this cancellation applied by favor are therefore not to be valued equally with 
those overprinted '' SPECilVIEN,'' as most handbooks rate them, but correspond­
ingly cheaper, since the copies with '' SPECilVIEN '' w~re sold for 2 cents, while 
those with the four-ring killer were sold for 1 cent. Aside from this, these imita­
tions were used philatelically, especially on inland letters, and apparently when 
thus used their value for postage was never questioned. (53 ) 

The new die and the r ecess-plate of 50 subj ects of No. 9NII were never used 
again and were defaced on lVIarch 27, 1894, by the American Bank Note Company, 
along with all other die and plates for H awaiian stamps in their possession. 

III. OFFICIAL IMITATION OF 1889-90 

In 1887 Postmaster General Wundenberg discovered the original die of the 
type of Fig. 6, that is, the die from which the stone of No. 9 and the steel plate of 
No. 9NI had been made. As in the case of the dies of the 5c and 13c with the 
portrait of Kamehameha III, this die had not been defaced after being used for 

(52) (Tra nslator's comm ent: I find t h e qui c k est way of t e lling No. 9NII at a glance to 
be on e w hi ch Dr. M unk doe s not m e nti o n at a ll. Look at t h e vert ical line which forms the 
right fr a m e -lin e of the t a bl e t containing t h e l e ft-hand figur e "2" a nd t h e tabl et conta ining 
the leave s a t t h e l e ft of th e stamp. In Nos. 9, 9NI and 9NIII this v ert ica l line stops about 
1,4 mm. above th e base lin e to make room for th e king' s right s h o uld e r to exte nd s lightly 
outsid e th e portrait-med a lli on. In No. 9NII, the v e rtical line com e s down a nd m eets the 
b a s e lin e at right angl es.) 

(53) The Knapp s a le contain ed no s u ch l e tter, nor does t h e Ath e rto n coll ec tion h ave on e . 
Th ey mu s t b e qu ite sca r ce now.-Tr. 
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making the above-ment ioned stone and plate; but it was in such bad condit ion that 
it needed a thorough r eworking. The postal authorities sent it to the American 
Bank Note Company on December 16, 1887, with instructions to "restore" it and 
then to make a new r ecess plate from it. The lat ter was made in the format of 
the Boston r ecess plate of No. 9NI , that is, it contained only 15 subj ects in 3 hori­
zontal rows of 5 stamps each. In all, 37,500 stamps were prin ted from this plate, 
of which 7500 were shipped to H awaii on September 6, 1889, (54 ) and the r emain­
ing 30,000 were shipped in t wo lots on September 11 and 17, 1890. A par t of this 
printing was surcharged with the word ''SPE CIME N'' in black. On August 19, 
1892, under Postmaster General Hill (the successor of P ostmaster General Wun­
denberg, who in turn was succeeded the following April by Joseph M. Oat under 
appointment of the Provisional Government ) th e entire unsold balance of these 
imitations was surcharged in black with the word '' REPRIN'l'. '' All surcharged 
copies r em aining on hand were officially burned on J anuary 28, 1897. 

Official Imitation of 1889-90 

R ecess-printed by the Ame rican Bank Note Co. , from a n ew plate of 15 subjec ts ( 3x5 ) 
laid down from the original die in the d esign of t ype 6 , afte r r etouching ; with­
out firm imprint; m edium to fairly thick p a p er , yellow to dark buff, with the 
watermark of the paper m a k er (Raynor & Ma rtin) in the marg ins ; yellowish 
gum. 

9NIII 51 2c carmine to d eep carmine 
I. Without ove rprint 

II. With black ove rprint SPECIMEN 
III. With black overprint REPRINT 

3 .50 
--55 

1.2 5 

The chief marks of r ecognition of this imitation arose through the fact that 
the original die had to be r etouched before th e plate was made. In order to differ­
entiate the bridge of the nose from the right side of the king's face (left as we 
see it ) the engraver drew three exactly parallel sharp lines from the inner corner 

Fig. D. 

of the eye along the nose to the moustache. Since he drew these lines on the die, 
they are repeated on each of the 15 stamps in the sheet. These contour lines, which 
can usually be seen with the unaided eye, and easily with a lens, which were first 
described by Closon, (56 ) constitute an infallible mark of this last imitation. In ad­
dition, the little convent ionalized leaves in the spandrels inwards from both numer­
als of value show signs of r etouching. See Fig. D ) . 

Th e sheets contained 15 stamps arranged in 3 horizontal rows of 5 stamps 
each, without marginal imprints ; in this they correspond to the sheets of No. 9 I , 
except that the stamps in each horizontal row were spaced a little wider apart 
(about 1.2 mm.), so that each horizontal r ow was about 1 mm. longer than in th e 
case of No. 9NI. The ink used was a fairly dark carmine, of a fundamental hue 

( 54) Why did it t a k e a lm ost two years to Jay d own a pl a t e a nd p r in t 500 s h ee ts?-Tr. 
(5 5) No. 9NIII overprinte d "SPECIMEN" mus t be v e r y scar ce; I h ave n ever s ee n a copy, 

a nd I d o n ot r ecall ever h av ing seen a copy r ecord ed . The A thert on coll ecti on do es n ot 
h ave on e.-Tr. 

(5 6) W . H . Colson : Th e H a w a iia n Sta mps of the T y p e All of the Sta nda rd Cat a l ogue, 
M . W . S. N . 1902, pp. 38 - 39. 
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very similar to that of No. 9b and No. N9I, but producing the effect of a stronger 
color. The paper was medium-thick, but varied considerably, and had the dark 
appearance of the paper of No. 9NII, ranging from yellow to dark brownish buff. 
A shiny smooth gum was used, spread on rather thickly. The paper was furnished 
by the paper mills of Raynor & Martin, who had included on the edge of the 
dandy-roll a watermark of the firm, namely a shield with the monogram "R & M" 
and the designation of the grade of paper, "ST AND ARD No. 1, " in two lines. 
Parts of this watermark are normally found only in stamps from the outside rows 
or in the adjoining sheet margins. 

The black surcharge '' REPRINT. ' ' , like that on Nos. 5NII and 6NII, was 
applied on August 19, 1892, at the print-shop of the Robert Grieve Publishing 
Company in Honolulu. Of the stamps so overprinted, there were still on hand 
at the end of May, 1896, 16,005 copies; but of these a good many must have been 
sold during the rest of the year 1896, for at the time of the grand holocaust of 
Jan. 28, 1897, there were left only 13,873 copies to be officially burned. The re­
touched die and the recess plate of these last official imitations, together with all 
other plates and dies for Hawaiian stamps, were destroyed by the American Bank 
Note Company on March 27, 1894. 

Even these last imitations were sometimes used for postage, not only on 
inland letters, but even on letters to San Francisco, without their postal validity 
being questioned by the San Francisco post office. Gardner, in A . J. P., 1895, 
p . 599, describes a letter of 1890 to San Francisco, prepaid with imitations Nos. 
5NII, 6NII, and 9NIII, and whose contents were a small consignment of Nos. 
5NII and 6NII. Colson, in the article in Mekeel 's Weekly, records a cover of a 
registered letter to San Francisco bear_ing a copy of No. 9NIII, dated May 21, 
1891. (57 ) Though such covers do not prove a great deal, they do prove that these 
three official imitations all exist with surcharge ''REPRINT'' on covers which 
have genuinely passed through the mails. Besides this, No. 9NIII occurs fairly 
oiten with the four-ring killer, already mentioned several times, about 2 cm. in 
diameter. It is quite possible that a supply of these stamps was also sold below 
face value toward the end of the 80 's, as in the case of No. 9NII. 

(57) C. F . Rich a rds a lso possesses on e of the s e No. 9NIII on c over , but the r e was none in 
the Knapp sale, n e ithe r doe s the Ath e rton c ollection have on e.-Tr. 

(To b e continu ed). 
NINETEENTH CENTURY 
CLASSICS 

GERARD GILBERT 
Mexico 
Since we wrote our article on Mexico-2 Reales value 1856-1867-1868( 1 ) we 

had the good fortune to have Mr. S. Chapman's book ''The Postage Stamps of 
Mexico from the Commencement in 1856, to the End of the Provisional Period in 
1868'' loaned to us. 

According to this publication, the listing of the 1867-68 issues should be left 
as it is. Still one mystery remained, as according to the published figures, no 1/2 
Real black on fawn should exist, and though very rare, this stamp does exist. Mr. 
S. Chapman himself had some in his own collection. 

(1) Coll ec t o r s Club Phil a t elist, Vol. XX, No. 3, July, 1941. 
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Mr. Chapman is now suggesting that the Post Office was closed owing to 
difficulties on May 28, 1 63 and reopened June 2nd. I ssues for the whole period 
amounted to 200,163, leaving an unexplained difference of fifty-seven missing 
copies when the Post Office was reopened on June 2nd, and it seems possible that 
these were subsequently found and overprinted with the Goth ic ' ' Mexico.'' 

This would explain the scarcity of this stamp, only fifty-seven copies would 
have been issued. 

In articles which we intend publishing later on, a few of the supply dates 
given in Mr. Chapman's work will have to be altered. vVe mean the dates of 
supply from the printer to the Head Post Office. For instance: 

1864-Eagle Issue-1 Real Ultramarine. 

'l'he first supply from the printer to the Head Post Office, according to Mr. Chap­
man's book is-May 8, 1864- 52,900 tamps. 'l'h e next delivery took place on 
June 30, 1864. 

'l'he totals supplied by Head P. 0. to Sub P. 0. between May 8th and June 
29th, 1864, according to Mr. Chapman's own figures being 64,294 stamps, the 
Head P. 0. could not have supplied this quantity to the different towns if the 
supply on hand were only 52,900 stamps. 

'l'he second delivery date from the printer to the Head P. 0. (June 30, 
1864 ) will have to be changed. Some other elates will also require altering. 

It is only by our study on Eagle Plates, that ·we were compelled to check 
additions and dates, some things would not agree with some discoveries, there 
was bound to be a mistake somewhere, we had to find it by checking figures and 
dates. 

'l'hanks to Mr. Chapman's work, with the help of his book, we may show a 
few new things; correcting at the same time some mistakes in our own article, 
published a few years ago in Stanley Gibbons Monthly J 011.rnal, on the Eagle 
Issue 1864-66. 

After all, if in such a record study as Mr. Chapman's work, just a few dates 
have to be altered, it is of no consequen ce. 

His work is one of the Pillars of Philately. 
United States 1847, 5c and 
lOc Stamps 

PLATES OF 100 SUBJECTS 
vVe suggested in the previous article ( 1 ) that the first two stamps issued 

by the government were not printed from one plate of 200 subjects, but from 
one plate of 100 subjects printed twice, side by side, on the same sheet of paper. 
'l'his plate may exist in two states, which could explain for two panes being re­
constructed. 

I believe that by overlapping existing pairs from a pair with the gutter 
between, one will find that the left hand stamp of the gutter pair would be 
number 10 of the row, while the right hand stamp of the gutter pair would 
prove to be number 1 of the same row. 

A short time ago, paying a visit to Mr. Percy Doane, the well known expert­
auctioneer of New York City, we reiterated our suggestion. In answer Mr. 
Doane opened Imff's book on United States <;tamps. (2 ) On page 63 is printed:-

(1) Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. XX, No. 4, Octobe r 1 941. 
(2) Postage Stamps of th e United States. By John N. Luff, 1902. 
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New York, Dec. 12, 1851 

Have this .day destroyed di es of 5 and 10 cents stamps, also the plates of same. 

1 5c. stamp plate, 100 on 
1 1 Oc. stamp plate, 10 0 on 

1847 issue. 
1847 issue. 

RAWDON, WRIGHT, HATCH & EDSON. 
Witnesses: 

Wm. Brady, P. M., N. Y. 
John Moor 
G. W. Johnson. 

No doubt these destroyed dies were the original Matrix or Artists Dies. 
When the artist is delivering his die, at the same time he joins a few proof 

prints taken on special paper always of choice quality, for printing. 
Since 1875, two dies 1847 issue have been used for Reprint Proofs on differ­

ent papers. These were printed from " lay-down" dies kept by the printers as 
reference material. 

Plate Proof ou Iutlia 
(Enl a rged) 

All the 5c Reprint Proofs we have seen have all a small line defect in the 
left top corner, they also have on the forehead a small extra dot, also another dot 
between the left top '' U'' and '' P'' of Postage. An enlarged real photograph 
would show many other details. 

The defects will not be found on sheet proofs on India paper or on the 
original stamps. 

The very few printed proofs delivered by the artist with his die, or those 
that were submitted to the Post Office Department officials, are extremely rare. 
Mr. Clarence W. Brazer has never seen any. Of course, in those days, there were 
no proof collectors. 

'fhe plates ·which were destroyed on Dec. 12, 1851 were the only ones which 
ever did exist. 

Thanks to Luff's splendid work. 
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Book Reviews 
by 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 

Send all hooks to be reviewed to the Editor Collectors Club Philatelis t , 
22 E. 35th St., New York City. 

Please mention sale price. It is of interest to our R eaders. 
OATALOGUE OF UNITED S'.rA1.'ES 
STAMPS SPEGlALISED. Edited by 
Hugh M . Clark. 1.' wentieth Edition. 
Cloth, 488 pages, illustrated . Price 
$3.00. New York: Scott Publications, 
Inc. 

SCOT'.r'S STANDARD CATALOGUE OF 
AIRPOST S1.'AMPS. Compiled by 
Hugh M . Clark; Robert 0. 1.'ruman, 
Assistant Editor. Cloth, 248 pages, 
illustrated. Price $1.50. New York: 
Scott Publications, Inc. 

With t h e Standard Catalogue, over 
which the controver sy is now raging as 
to whether it must be published next 
year in loose-leaf form, in two volum es, 
or in the overall size of a good atlas, 
these two volumes are t h e Big Three of 
American collecting. They appear this 
year bigge r, and to most minds , better , 
t h an ever. The principal innovation is 
the inclus ion of a synopsis of market con­
ditions in each vo lum e, but no innova­
tions are really n ecessary to make them 
the world-famo u s books they are. The 
Airpost Catalogu e is, in its present form , 
only two years old, having been leased to 
Nicolas Sanabria for a n umber of years. 
It differs from Sanabria's own catalog u e 
in applying the rigid Scott ru les of inclu­
sion: a stamp is either legitimately issued 
by proper postal authorities or it is not 
included. This rule has supplied a goo d 
many arguments about what constitutes 
legitimacy, but on the whole it is whole­
somely applied. As the publishers indi­
cate, no attempt is made to dictate what 
s h all and shall not be co llected , but for 
the purposes of official cataloguing col­
lateral an d private issues have no place. 
A by-product of this policy is to offer 
collectors some protection from certain 
manipulated errors and varieties, which 
are noted but not catalogued. Listings 
themselves have been co mpiled in colla b­
oration with the American Air Mail So­
ciety; for the pricing Scott is sole ly re­
sponsible. 

The United States Catalogue is, as it 
has been for many years, a work to m ar-
vel at; a combination of catalogue, ency­
clopaedia and collector's m entor. Noth­
ing which has m eant the carrying of mail 
in this coun try has been omitted; nothin g 
that h as signified the payment of a fed­
eral tax has been overlooked. This year 
there are In ternational R eply Coupons, 
postal cards are illustrated for the first 
time, and there is a brief section on 
World War I Soldiers' L etters. Pricing 
follows the general upward trend of the 
past year, and there have been numerous 
corrections and additional entries. Ex­
perts may quarrel with some details , but 
this catalogue remains unique: the most 
exh a u stive listing ever compiled for the 
postal paper of any country. 

1.'HEY DREAMED AND THEY DARED. 
Amel'ica's Histor y in Stamps and 
Stories. B y Lillian E lizabeth Barclay, 
as suggested by Ernest Dean Dor­
chester. Cloth, 612 pages, illustrated, 
end-sh eet m a ps and index. Pl·ice $2.50. 
Austin, Texas: The Steck Company. 

Seventy-five fi ctionized stories of our 
people and his tory, each based on an 
event pictured on our stamps, form this 
thick a nd interesting vo lume. Ther e is 
no attempt to describe the stamps them­
selves; they are simply the jumping off 
place for each narrative and one of the 
illustrations for it, but it would be h ard 
to find a book better calculated to inter­
est the young, or even the a dult collector 
in the vast a mount of history r efl ec t ed in 
our postal paper. 

Ernest Dean Dorchester , who sug­
gested th e stories and conceived the p lan 
of the book, is a coll ector of many years' 
experience. Lecturing on commemora­
t ives and exhibiting his own collection 
of them gave him an idea of the interest, 
both in stamps and in history, which they 
co uld arouse. His book , well an d simply 
written , is good propaganda for young 
coll ectors. It is also good reading for 
any collector whose interest extends be­
yond the stamp itself to the story it h as 
to te ll. 
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CATAl10GUE OF CANADIAN POSTAL 
STATIONERY. Compiled by R. DeL. 
Fren ch and A. E. Bradley. Mimeo­
graphed, 31 pages, 1 plate. Price 
$1.00. Montreal: published b y the 
a uthor. 

Postal stationery, in the past more pop­
ular abroad than in this country , is hav­
ing a r evival , and since the on ly general 
catalogue is in German and has long 
been out of print, such individual cata­
logues as this fi ll a real n eed. Professor 
French, basing his work on the articles 
published several years ago by R. A. 
Odell , has eliminated the so-called private 
and official issues, and has produced a 
complete analysis of the true post-office 
issues, classified, priced, and tabulated. 
The object has been to produce a check­
li st of major varieties , and minor varia­
tions of shades, printer s' waste varie­
ties and other minutia have been omitted. 
The whole text has been checked by Mr. 
Odell, and the Canadian enthusiast will 
find it a real contribution to his working 
Ii tera t u re. 

SOURDOUGH FLIGHTS. Second Edi­
tion of t h e Koestler Alaska Ffrst Flight 
Catalogue . B y August E . Koestler. 
Revised and publish ed b y J esse G . 
Johnson. Cloth, 60 pages, illustrated. 
Norfolk, Va. Jesse G . Johnson. 

A laskan airposts, inaugurated early in 
19 22, have played an increasingly im­
portant rol e in transport and communica­
tion in an area where rail and motor 
roads are rare. This is an exhaustive 
record of the first and emergency flights. 
with historical data, maps, illustrations 
of outstanding covers, and prices. The 
prices, it is pointed out, are based on 
r e lative scarcity, and run from the great 
rarities to estimates for the routine com­
mercial first flights. Well-edited and 
printed, Sourdoug h Flights is an essen­
tial guide in its fi e ld. 

BRIEFMARKEN KA'IALOG ZUMSTEIN 
(Europe ). Cloth, xx+740 pages. 
Price 4.75 Swiss francs. Berne: Zum­
stein & Cie. 

As it has since 1911, war or no war, 
Zumstein's catalogue of the stamps of 
Europe and foreign offices h as appeared 
punctually, on good paper, well-bound , 
its illustrations intact (nearly 9000 of 
them), and with some 40 pages more 
than last year's edition. Prices are in 
Swiss francs and are naturally on the in­
crease, but in spite of the h a ndicaps of 
the war and the disruption of Switzer­
land's philate lic export business, the text 
is as well-edited and complete as ever. 
An a dded feature this year is a run of 
illustrations of the stamps hard to identi­
fy because of foreign characters or be­
cause the name of the issuing country ha8 
been omitted. 
KONWISER'S CHECKLIST OF AIR­
MAIL COVERS. Compiled by Harry 
M. Konwiser ; priced by Emil Breuchig. 
Paper, 52 pages . Price $1.00. St. 
Joseph, Missouri: The Stamp R eview. 

First day and specia l flights are here 
listed in t h eir chronological order, from 
the Paris balloon posts an d the Buffalo 
Balloon to the first day of u se of the cur­
rent a irma il series. Both American and 
foreign fli ghts are included , there is a 
section on crash covers, a detailed list­
ing of Paris ba lloon covers, an d a ll items 
other than the uniqu e ones have beeri 
priced by Emil Breuchig. Although such 
a list cannot be altogeth er complete for 
fore ign covers there are more than 2 0 O O 
items, Un ited States an d fore ign, in­
cluded. 

MULLER KA'IALOG - SWITZERLAND 
AND l1~ECH'l'ENSTEI~ . Paper, 132 
pages, illustrated. Price O. 75 Swiss 
francs. Basel, Ernst Muller A.G. 

A moderately specialised priced cata­
logu e, quoting used and unused , blocks 
and covers, with brief descriptive matter 
( in German) and excell ent illustrations. 
The prices in general are close to Zum­
stein, but many more items are quoted. 
Complete to the middle of 1 941, and 
probably the best of recent checklists of 
the two countries covered. 

THE U:ENMORE U:A'l'ALOG OF 'l'HE 
BRl'l'ISH COMMONWEALTH. 4th Edi­
tion. Plastic binding, 446 pages, illus­
trated. Price $1.00. K emnore , N. Y.: 
n :enmore Stamp Co. 

The K enmore catalogue lists only the 
British Commonwealth, with Egypt and 
Iraq , but within its field it occupies a 
high rank. And d eservedly so, for its 
pricing is accurate, its listings (which 
carry their own numbering) complete, 
and its treatment of watermarks and sur­
charges is more than ordinarily clear . 
Some co untri es, in cluding Australia and 
Rhodesia, are specialised; commemora­
tives are separately compiled, and there 
a r e co mpilations of stamps picturing var­
ious subjects from locomotives to maps. 
This year's edition is enlarged by sixty 
pages and a thousand n ew cuts; for the 
coll ector of Britain and h er colonies this 
is the American equivalent of the Regent 
catalogue, lacking on ly the information 
about specimens. 

U . S. COMMEMORATIVE NOTES 1893-
1941. Paper, 72 p ages. Price 10c. 
New York: The Sm1. 

Another in the Sun's series of reference 
pamphlets, containing brief historical 
and philatelic details of every U. S. Com­
m emorative issue . Like others in the 
ser ies, notabl e for accuracy and for con­
d ensing large amounts of information 
into usable dimensions. 
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A IDSTORY OF BRITISH POSTAGE 
STAMPS. By T. Todd. Cloth, 27 4 
pages, 40 plates. PI·ice 10/ . London: 
Duckworth. 

This, says the publisher, is the first 
complete history of the postage stamps 
of Great Britain evsr to be published. It 
covers the period from 16 61 to 19 41, and 
in the style of a skilled and able philatelic 
historian, unrolls the story of the British 
posts from the day in April of 16 61 when 
the renowned Henry Bishop put his date d 
postmark to its first use, through the 
handstruck stamps, the engraved stamps, 
the surface printed stamps and up to the 
present era of photogravure. In the 
course of the narrative the firms which 
produced the issues, the engravers who 
cut them, the details of their production, 
are d escribed in detail, and the plates, 
which include everything from a hand­
some portrait of Colonel Bishop and his 
terrier to some extraordinary pictures 
of die and plate proofs, are as interesting 
as the text. No attempt is made to go 
beyond the general background informa­
tion into technical catalog uing, a n ac­
count of how Britain has h andle d its 
mails in the course of three centuries it 
would be hard to better. 

ESSAYS FOR U. S. ADHESIVE POST· 
AGE STAMPS. By Clarence W. Brazer. 
Cloth, 236 pages, illustrated. PI·ice 
$3.00 from the Author, 415 Lexington 
Ave., N . Y. City. Published by the 
Handbook Committee of the American 
Philatelic Society. 

The publication, in December, 1941, of 
Clarence W. Brazer's work on essays for 
our adhesive postage stamps brings to 
fruition one of the great current tasks of 
philatelic research and compilation. 

It is now twenty years since E. H . 
Mason's study on the subject appeared, 
and in the intervening period much has 
come to light on the early essays, while 
those made subsequent to 1911 have ac­
cumulated in considerable quantity. Mr. 
Brazer has analyzed Mason's (and Tif­
fany's) work , brought together with it 
new information much of which h e him­
self has been responsible for unearthing, 
and has produced a volume which is not 
only a working handbook of inestimable 
value, but an important contribution to 
the small shelf of class ic studies in Amer­
ican philately. 

His method has been to follow Scott's 
numbering as a basis, keying wherever 
possible the essay to the final stamp for 
which it was produced. Through his 
resulting key numbers, to which have 
been added for reference purposes the 
numbers use d by Mason on essays then 
known , he has given collectors a new and 
accurate method of classification. The 
listings are clear and succinct, the illus­
trations superb, and the format and pro­
duction are worthy of the contents. 
Essays, as distinct from normal proofs, 
will never be common. Mr. Brazer does 
not price his entries, but designates them 
as unique, rare or scarce, as the case 
may be. In his preface he states a lso 
that a complete listing in all colors of 
every item is a manifest impossibility , 
since many items existing in a unique 
state or in a few cop ies must still lie 
hidden in old collections. The publica­
tion of this book shou ld send many a 
specialist back to his albums in search of 
essays that have as yet escaped the sharp 
eye of the author and of the group he 
founded , the U. S. Essay & Proof Unit 
of the A. P . S. 

Readers of the Philatelist will not need 
to be told of the m eticulous thoroughness 
and accuracy of Mr. Brazer's research, 
and they can take great pride in the fact 
that a fellow club member has been re­
sponsible for what must immediately be­
come a standard reference work. 

'L'llE POSTAL HISTORY OF 'L'llE 
GR.AND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG. 
By Francis Rhe in. Paper, 124 pages, 
illustrated. Price $1.50. Kalamazoo: 
Michigan: Chambers Publishing Co. 

A good all-around contribution to phil­
atelic handbooks is Mr. Rhein's work on 
Luxembourg. It covers the history of the 
country as well as the stamps; it is 
specialised to a considerab le degree but 
not so much so as to destroy interest on 
the part of the general co llector, and it 
contains the kind of information about 
proofs and forgeries which in similar 
publications are too frequently omitted. 
It. contains also an extr aordinary variety 
of facts in connection with every issue, 
a c hapter on postmarks, railroad cachets, 
precancels, telegraph stamps and pre­
stamp postal markings , and indeed on 
every phase of Luxembourg's mail serv­
ices excepting stamped paper. 

The author complains in his foreword 
that the Duchy's stamps are undeserved­
ly neglected by collectors, a fact which is 
doubtless true. While the country has 
less than a half million inhabitants and 
covers just under a thousand square 
miles, it has a long and in many ways 
important record. The first issue in 1852 
was probably engraved by the engraver of 
the penny black, J. H. Robinson, and 
through the years many of the world's 
great manufacturers have contributed to 
the issues which now fill twenty-seven col­
umns of the current catalogue. Quanti­
ties printed have generally been large, 
and complete collections can still be 
brought together at comparatively low 
cost. While every issue has not been 
wholly above suspicion, the author makes 
an excellent case for his country, and his 
handbook (complete u p to the over­
prints of the present war) is a thoroughly 
competent piece of work . 
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THE AIRPOS'l'S OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
By L. A. 'Vyndham. Cloth, 126 pages, 
21 plates. Cape Town, South Africa: 
Cape Times Ltd. · 

The Allahabad flight , generally con-
sider ed the first true airmail flight, took 
place in 1911. At the end of that same 
year the first South African mails were 
flown betw een Kenilworth and Muizen­
berg, and the airpost history of th e area 
begins with the flight of a Bleriot plane 
from K enilwoth on December 27th. His­
torically , therefore, Sou th Africa ranks 
among the pioneers, and Mr. Wyndham 's 
account of the deve lopment of its aerial 
services does the subject full justice, his­
torically and philatelically. H e covers 
only the period up to 19 3 6, but the 
quarter century of his narrative includes 
not only the local se rvices, but the great 
ocean fli ghts, the long, relayed services 
from England, the pigeongrams and 
other curiosities, cancellations , airmail 
rates, and a thorough study of the post­
age stamps used. Plenty of pictures and 
maps are included , together with a priced 
catalogue of covers and stamps. 

TASCO EDUCATIONAL BOOKLETS ON 
UNITED STATES STAMPS. Spring­
field, Mass. Tatllam Stamp & Coin Co. 
Volume T-5 The Three Cent Issues of 
1908 to 192(). Price 15c. Volume 
T-6 The Postage Stamps of the Con­
federate States of America. Price 35c. 
Volume T-7 Insert for Volume T-6. 
Price $1.00. Volume T -8 The Two 
Cent Issues of 1922 to 1938. Price 
35c. Volume T-9 The Two Cent Col­
umbian Exposition I ssue of 1893. 
Pdce 15c. 

Four more of the interesting and help­
ful little booklets describing how to dis­
tinguish the various issues of United 
States Stamps. The booklets T-6 and 
T-7 covering the Confederate issues con­
tain single and blocks of four of the 
fac-simile reproductions of these stamps. 
Our remarks made in the review of the 
first four books (CCP-July 1941) still 
apply. 

REGENT CA'.I:ALOGUE OF EMPIRE AD­
HESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS. Volume 
II January 1931 - September 1941. 
'l' welfth Edition 1941-42. Edited by 
Robson Lowe. Published by Regent 
Stamp Co. Ltd., London. Price : ~ 
plus postage. 
Covers all the Empire Adhesive Post­

age Stamps from 1931 up to September 
1941 , with the exception of a few values 
which r eally be long to the previous is­
sues. For th ese it will be necessary to 
consult Volume I of this work. 

For the ben efit of those using othe r 
catalogues, items are listed with three 
refer ences, R egent, Gibbons and Scotts 
numb ers. A great deal of pertinent in­
formation is inserted in the text. 
GUIDE TO STAMP APPRAISING. By 
Ernest A. l{elw. Paper, 28 pages. 
Price 10 cents. New York: The Herald 
Tribune. 
The Stamp Editor of the Herald Tri­

bune has produced a pamphle t notable for 
its common-sense. In brief compass he 
has examined the whole qu estion of what 
stamps are worth and what makes them 
worth it. No great detail can be given in 
what is d esigned as a g uid e for the ama­
teur and the general collec tor, but it is 
possible to clear up a good many mis­
conceptions and that Mr. K ehr has done 
well. H e explains for the novice the re­
lationship between catalogue value and 
selling price, why a dealer cannot w ell 
pay as much for an item as i t retails for; 
the effect of watermarks and perfora­
tions on values; gives a brief list of those 
old United States stamps which are nearly 
worthless off cover, and ends with a 
rough guide to the popularity of the prin­
cipal countries and the issues which are 
most valuable. Usefu l reading for any 
collector, no matter how sophisticated. 

UNITED STATES POSTAL PAPER. 
Bank Note Issues 1847-1890. By Lt. 
Wilburn F. Unthank. Paper, 28 pages, 
illustrated. Price 25c. Dayton, Ohio: 
Postal Publishers. 
Originally published as a series of arti­

cles in Weekly Philatelic Gossip and now 
reprinted with corrections and additions, 
this is a quick reference guide to the bank 
note issues. It condenses dates, historical 
background, cancellations, plate num­
bers, postage rates, plate and paper va­
rieties, proofs, costs and other details, 
and contains in capsule form the essential 
facts about the r egular postage issues up 
to the inception of the bureau prints. 
The main points are illustrated, but the 
book is reproduced by a photolithograph­
ic process which makes possible the low 
price but leaves the cuts far from clear. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE VIRGIN IS­
LANDS. Edited by Charles F. Reid. 
Cloth, 225 pages. New York: The H. 
W. 'Vilson Co. 
The Virgin Islands, purchased from 

Denmark in 1916 and occupied by the 
United States in 191 7 , had a long phila­
t elic history under the Danish regime 
although their only postal recognition 
since their purch ase has been on the 
Charlotte Amalie 3 cent commemorative 
of 1937. The importance of the islands 
has been recognized in other ways, how­
eve r, and this comprehensive biblio­
graphy has been designed to a id in the 
program of economic rehabilitation by 
bringing toge ther a ll sources of informa­
tion. Three r;ages of the contents are 
d evoted to a compilation of all articles 
d ealing with the islands' stamps, much of 
the research having been done through 
the facilities provided by the Collec tors 
Club Library. 
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Additions to the Library 

Notes on Columbian Stamps by Lucius L. 

Hubbard . 
United States Postal Paper. Bank Note 

Iss ues 1 8 47-189 0. By Lieut. Wilburn 
F. Unthank. Gift of Author. 

United States Specialized Catalog of First 
Day Covers. 1942 ed. Published by 
Washington Press . Gift of publish e rs. 

Kenmore Katalog of Stamps of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations with 
Egypt and Iraq. 19 4 2 Edition. Gift 
of publishers. 

Five cases of miscellaneous Philatelic 
Literature. Gift of Scott Publications, 
Inc. 

Complete files of several Club and Asso­
ciation bulle tins . Gift of Stephen G. 
Rich . 

The Postal History of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg. By Francis Rhein. 
Gift of author. 

Studier Och Meddelanden. No . l, Mars 
1932. Gift of Scott Publications . 

Standard Catalog u e of Air Post Stamps 
1942 Edition. United States Stamp 
Catalog ue. 20th edition 1942. Both 
gift of publishers, Scott Publications, 
Inc. 

Catalogue of Canadian Postal Statione ry. 
By R. DeL. Fren ch and A. E. Bradley. 
Gift of Authors. 

Annual Report 1940 of Smithsonian In­
stitution. U. S. Gov' t. publication. 

Bolivar. By J. H. VanPeursem . (Ex­
change) . 

Muller Katalog Schweiz-Liechten stein 
19 4 2. Gift of Ernst Muller. 

18 6 vol um es of Photographic R ecords of 
the Edward- S. Knaµp Collection. Gift 
of Y. Soure n a nd Harold W . Carhart. 

llllustrated catalogue of 2nd Kna pp Col­
lection sale, Nov. 3-8, 1941. 

Regent Stamp Catalogue. Vol. II Janu­
a ry 1931-September 1941. 12th Edi­
tion 1941-42. Gift of Mr. Robson Lowe . 

Konwiser's Check Lis t of Air Mail Covers. 
1942 Edition. Gift of Publishers­
The Stamp R eview. 

A History of British Postage Stamps. 
By T. Todd. Gift of publishers Gerald 
Duckworth & Co. London. 
Philatelie Orient Sta mp News. Complete 
file of Vol. I. Gift of Major A. G. Long 
through Mr. Jal Cooper of Bombay. 

Guide to Stamp Appraising. By Ernest 
A. K ehr. Gift of Au thor . 

They Dream ed and Dared.-Am erica's 
His tory in Stamps and Stories. By 
Lillian Elizabeth Barclay. Gift of 
Publishers- The Steck Co. 

The Story of the Christmas Seal. By 
Elizabeth Cole. The Christmas Seal. 
The Powe r of the Chris tmas Seal. 
Above three books gift of National 
Tube r culos is Asso. 

Stamps Magazine. Bound copy of Vol. 
XXXVI. Gift of H . L. Lindquist. 

Zumstein Briefmarken Kata log. 25th 
Edition 1942 . Gift of publishers. 

Tasco Educational Booklets on United 
States Stamps. Nos. T-5 , T-6, T-7 , T-8 
and T-9. Publish ed by and gift of 
Tatham Stamp & Coin Co. 

United States Commemorative Notes, 
1 893 -1941. Issu ed by and gift of 
New York " Sun. " 

Essays for U. S. Adhesive Postage 
Stamps. By Clarence W. Brazer. Gift 
of author. 

Grosses H a ndbuch d er Schweizer Abst em­
plungen 1843-1 882. Iss u ed by Ver­
band Schweizerischer Philatelisten 
Vereine. Gift of Mr. Alfred F . Lichten­
stein . 

Bib liography of the Virgin Islands. Ch as. 
F . R e id, Editor. Gift of publishers, 
H . W. Wilson Co., New York. (Has 
philatelic bibliography). 

How To Mail A Letter. Issu ed by a nd 
gift of Pitney-Bowes Postage Meter Co. 

Papers of the Seventh American Phila­
telic Congress. Gift of Eugene Klein. 

The Airposts of South Africa. By L. A. 
Wyndham. Gift of H . E. Lobdell. 

Several U. S. Postal Guides needed for 
our fil es. Gift of S. H . Cohen. 

Post Office L aws , with Instructions and 
Forms Published for the Regulation of 

Post Offices. Printed for the General 
Post Office Washington City 1804. Gift 
of Hug h M. Clark. 
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Catalog of Books • 
Ill the Library 

(Continued from Vol. XX, No. 4, page 287.) 
Sweden (continued) 
Verzeichnis uber die Postwertzeichen 

von Schweden, Part 1-1906; Part 2-
1911. 

Prisforteckning ofver Sve riges Postvar-
det eck en, 1901. 

Handbok ofver Sveriges Frankoteck en 
1 855-1920 "Afdelning I ". 1920. 

Strodda Anteckningar i anledning af 
Sveriges Filatelist-Forenings 18 86-
1911. 

Strodda Anteckningar i anledning af 
Sveriges Filatelist-Forenings 1886-
1926 . 

Handbok ofver Sveriges Frankoteck en 
1855-1915. Swedish Philatelic Soc. 

*Sveriges Frankotecken 1855-1905 . 
Swedish Philatelic Soc. 

Handbok over Sveriges Frimarken 1920-
24 och H elsaker 1916-1924. Harry 
W ennber g. 

Catalog of Swedish Sta mps , 1920-26 ex-
hibited at International Philatelic Ex-
position N. Y. 19 26. 

Svenskt Postvasen uppsatser i Postala 
Anmen utgivna av. Kung!. General-
poststyrelsen med anledning a v varlds-
postforeningens femtio-ars Jubileum 
och varldspostkongressen i Stockholm, 
1924. 

Svenska Pos tverkets Historia Vols. I & 
n. Nils Forsse ll , 1936. 

Switzerland 
Schweiz Abstemplungswerk, 1843-1 882 . 

F. X. Andres & H . Emmenegger, 19 31. 
Switzerland-The Canton a l Stamps. A. 

s. A llend er , 1920. 
Die Schweizer Ova lstempel d es Cantons 

T essin . Fritz Billig, 19 30. 
Die Wohltatigkeitsmarken der Schweiz 

191 2 bis 19 26. J . A. Bosshard, 1927. 
Die Schweizer Marken von 1 843-1 85 4. 

C. v. Girsewald, 1 893. 
Swiss Postmarks & Postal Can cellations, 

1843-1862. H . Jaeggli-Web er. 19 20. 
Spekialkatalog d er Postwartzeichen der 

Schweiz . Ed. von L eman. 1st & 2nd 
Ed. 
Early I ssues of Switzerland. J. N . Luff & 
Jos. S. Rich. 1896. 

Handbuch der Schweizer Post-Wer t h-
Zeichen. Otto Pfenninger, 1890. 

L es Timbres Poste de la Suisse. Maurice 
Picard , 1925. 

Les Timbres Cantonaux de la Suisse. 
A. de Reuterskiold, 1909. 

*The Postage Stamps of Switzerland 
(Eng.) Mirabaud & de R euterskiold, 
1899. Rarity Case. 

*Same In French . Rarity Case. 
*Same In German. Rarity Case. 
Les Timbres Cantonaux de la Suisse et 

Leurs Falsifications. A de Reuters-
kiold, 1889. 

Die Kantonalmarken der Schweiz und 
deren Falschungen . A de Reuterskiold . 

Forgeries of the "Cantonal" Stamps of 
Switzerland. A de Reuterskiold, 1907 . 

Handbook of the Postage Stamps of 
Switzerland. Translated from Ernst 
Zumstein, 1910 . 

Die Briefmark en d er Schweiz . 3rd Ed. 
Zumstein , 19 2 4. 

Spe zia lkatalog und Handbuch uber die 
Briefmark en der Schweiz, 1909 . Zum-
stein. 

Sa m e, 1914 edition. 
(SEE ALSO-Revenue Stamps of Ger-

many & Switzerland by F . G. C. Lun-
dy) FILED UNDER GERMANY. 

K a nton a le und Schweizerische Postent-
w erthungsstempel , 1850-54 . Otto 
Pfenninger. 

L es Timbres Cantonaux 1843-52 e t leurs 
Fae-Simile a ce Jour. H enri Goegg, 
1 893. 

Die Entwertungsarten d er Schweizeri-
schen Briefmarken, 1 8 43-1863. P . 
Lienhard, 1 89 6. 

Handbook of the Postage Stamps of 
Switzerland. Ernst Zumste in. 

Tibet 

Translation of a rticles on Cancellations 
of Lhasa, Shigatse, Gyantse etc ., e t c . 
By T. Newman. 
THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE I SPECIAL 

PARTICULARS FREE ANNOUNCEMENT 

During the W ar a ll business correspondence and t he New Issue : 
Service will be carried on a t the following add ress until further notice: 

Y. Q. , ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone : Rotherfield 153 

My Strand Office is still open and a good stock and wide range of British and 
British Colonials is available for filling in wants and missing varieties. 

Business A s U s u a I in S pi t e 0 f Reduced S t a f f - -
R. ROBERTS Dealer In Rare Stamps 430, STRAND, W . C. 2 
PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 2888 Importer of New I ssues CABLES- EXSTAMPUS, LONDON 



OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHIL A TELIST 
PERCY G. DOANE 
608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

AUCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 
IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
FREE APPRAI SAL, FAIR PRI CES, and PROMPT PAYM ENT are depend­
able features of our stamp buying. We buy virtually all kinds of stamps. 
Before you d ispose of you r co ll ect ion , be sure to read our FREE BOOK­
LET " If You Have Stamps to Se ll .'' A postcard w ill bri ng you a copy. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 108 Mass Ave. BOSTON, MASS. 
WHETHER YOU BUY OR SELL 
It Will Pay You to Learn About My Complete Auction Service 

My POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS contain fine material in stamped and stamp­
less covers of a ll countries, and philatelic literature. 

My REGULAR STAMP AUCTIONS are filled with interesting U.S. and foreign lots. 
If you h ave ,,~orth,vhile material for sale, please ,,·rite 1n e fully. 

Pron1pt settl e n1ents and reasonable tern1s ai·e assuretl. 

If yon are an active collector your nnine sl1ould be 011 111y nutiling Jists. Please s pecify 
whlclt catalogues are wanted. 

JAMES R. ARNOLD, Metuchen, N. J. 



O O LLEOTO R S OLU B PHI LATELIS T II 
s. 0. 173 
4 lst Year of Publication 

The Price List That Is Different! 
Contains usual offe rs of New Issues and 

Specia l Offers, al so the continuati on of my 
list of Original Covers , Roumania , Russia , 
St. He lena , St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Samoa . 

One page of Class ical European Stamps, 
al so some except iona l offe rings in Cl assic 
Mexico and Be lg ium , and the concl usion of 
an offer of Air Mai l Cove rs. I shall be pleased 
to send a copy of this list gratis and post 
free to any collector mentioning 

" COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST" 

Incl uded wi th th is , is the first of a se ries 
of a rt icl es , entitl ed " LOOKING BACK­
W ARDS" 50 years of Ph ilate ly and Trave l 
remin iscences, by F. E. Wil son . 

As well as an i I lustrated artic le on the 
W orld 's most fa mous stamp co ll ec tor, Phili pp 
La Renot iere von Fe rra ry. 

W. T. W ILSON 
Royal House, South Parade, 

SUTTON COLDFIELD, England 
Business Est ablished in 1 891 
w ANTED FOR CASH 

STAMPS OF T H E 

OLD I TAL IAN STATE S 

L OMBARDY VENETIA 

MODENA 

NAPLES 

N EA POL !TAN P ROVINCES 

P ARMA 

R OM AGNE 

R OMAN STATES 

SARDIN IA 

S ICILY 

TUSCANY 

in very fin e l o superb condition only 

D. S. BOLAFFI 
55 1 FIFTH AVE J UE NEW Y ORK 

S tamp D ealers aud Expert s S ince I894 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
HA RME R ROOKE & CO., INC. W ill S.ELL 

BY PUBLIC AUCTION 
The Valuable "JOHN F. R UST" 

UNITED STATES COL LECTION 
On February 24, 25, 26 and 27, 1942 

This fine property catalogues over $ 105 ,000 and conta ins a wealth of 
material on and off cover , also fine XXth Century. The coll ect ion inc ludes 
about 300- . 1847 Sc and l Oc va lues , al so a fine range of cancellations on the 
185 1 and 1857 issues. All collecto rs should wri te for the fu lly illustrated 
cataogue . 

and later the 

The J. W. Webster Gold Medal British Guiana Collection 
All Enqu iries to:-

HARMER, ROOl(E & CO., INC. 
'l'HE WORLU'S LEAUING S'IAMP AUCTIONJ<JERS 

551 FI FTH AVEN UE, NEW YORK (and LONDON ) 



lIJ OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHIL A TELIST 
Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A ., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
B. & K. Special Offers 

No. 13 
30 Pages 

Free on Application 
Contains offers of a large number of 
British Colonial stamps at specially 

attractive rates. 

List of Ring George V Issues. 
Quotations for scarce stamps . 

• • • 
Our stock comprises stamps of all coun­
tries, Colonial and Foreign, from early 
to late issues. Lists of stamps required 
have always careful attention and a 
stock book of any country is available 

for advanced collectors. 

• • • 
We are always glad to have offers of 
collections or lots of better-class stamps. 

• • • 
BRIDGER & KAY. LTD. 

86 Stra nd, London , W. C. 2 
Auction Sales 
Our Auction Department is a large 

factor in our business and bas shown 
excellent results during the past year. 
Careful and accurate descriptions assure 
our buy~rs and sellers the maximum in 
satisfaction. 

• • • 
We can offer early dates and attrac­

tive terms to collectors desiring to sell 
their stamps. 

• • • 
Con•esponden ce is solicited. 

• • • 
Catalogues arc personally prepa1·ed by 

IRWIN HEIMAN. 

• • • 
A Catalogue of our Current Sale will be 

sent upon request. 

• • • 
METRO STAMP CO. Ltd. 

8 ' Vest 47th St., New York, N. Y. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST IV 
PORTUGAL: 1853 - IOOR LILAC 

Superb used block of four 

We have many equally fine pieces among 

all th e Portuguese Colonies. We specialize 

m superb items of all foreign countries 

throughout the world . We will comply wi th 

request to send for your approval. 

HOMAN , KRASSA COMPANY, INC. 

The House For Classic lsrnes 

Es tablished 1886 

55 I FIFTH AVENUE AT 45TH STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 
EXTRA! 
EXTRA LARGE AND SPECIAL 

FOR THAT 

"Extra Special" Collection 

THE 'JEFFERSON' ALBUM 
Especially Designed For: 

• Sheet size 14" x 1274". • Covers . • Souve­
nir Mint Sheets . • Blocks. • Pl a te Blocks. 
• Di sp lay Purposes. 

Made in Blue or Maroon- Complete with 
Case . A New large size a lbum-complete with 
case to match . Fifty finest grade white linen­
hin ged bristol leaves and "Cellulene" Inter­
leaves. Sturdy Binder with patented , quick- op­
erating post-style of mechani sm. Bound in Ma­
roon o r B!ue Levant Grain Simulated Leather. 

Comp 'e te All::um (inc ludes 50 linen-hinged sheets , " Cel lulene" interleaving and 
matching case). Shippin g We igh t 1 0 pounds .. .. .. .... . ... .. ............................ ........ $13.25 

Sheets (Quad rilled or No-Quad.) No. 1472. Shipping Wei ght 3 pounds. Per 50........ 7.50 
F1om Your Local Dealer or Direct. Write for Latest Catalog. 

ELB£·- FILE & BINDER COMPANY, INC. 
GeMe~al Offices & Factory: 
FALL RIVER, MASS. 

New York Sales Office: 
18 EAST 31st ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 



v COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
. 

NEW ACQUISITION 
An accumulation of U. S. Commemoratives in P. 0 . State which were purc h ased 

a t the tim e of issue. It i s a long time since we h a ve h a d such a fine l ot a nd th ey 
h ave b een amalgamated with our regular stock. W e offer unused s ingl es and 
blocks and cancelled singles. We h ave on h a nd most a ll other values a nd will be 
glad to quote. First orders will receive the pre f e r e nce . 

Grade B:-are usua lly above the ave r a g e offered a t these prices. 

Grade A:-very fine to superb. All unused with original gum. 

A substa nti a l saivng can be made by purc h asing sets. 

-Unused-
Singles Blocks 

189:J 

230 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
236 
237 
SET 
238 
239 

COJ,U:illBIANS Grade B A B A 

l e Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 3 $ .20 $ 1.25 $ 2.00 
2c Viol e t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 8 .2 8 1.75 2.50 
3c Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45 .70 3.00 4. 50 
4c Ultramarine . . . . . . . . . . . .75 1.15 6.00 7.50 
5c Chocolate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70 1.15 6.00 8.50 
6c Purpl e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85 1. 35 6.00 7. 50 
Be Mage nta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 .85 5.00 7.00 

lOc Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85 1.25 11.50 
l e to lOc (8 V ar. ) . . . . . . . . . . 4.15 6.35 36.00 
15c Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.25 3.40 20.00 
30c Orange Br. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.25 6.00 40 .00 

18ll8 OMAHA SERIES 
285 le Gre e n ................ . 
286 2c Copper ............... . 
287 4c Orange ............... . 
288 5c Blue .................. . 
289 Sc Violet Brown ... .. .... . 
290 lOc Gray Viol e t ..... ..... . . 
SET le to lOc (6 Var.) ......... . 
291 50c 8age Green ... . ....... . 
292 1.00 Blac k .. . . ....... ..... . 
293 2.00 Orange Brown ...... . . 

1001 P AN- AMERI CAN 
294 l e Green & Black ....... . 
295 2c Carmine & black .. ... . . 
296 4c Brown & Black ....... . 
297 5c Blue & Black ......... . 
298 Sc Viol e t & Black ....... . 
299 lOc Brown & Black ....... . 
SET le to lOc (6 var.) ... ....... . 

1004 
323 
324 
325 
326 
327 
SET 

lll07 
328 
329 
330 
SET 

L O U I S I ANA PURCH ASE 
le Green ........ .... .... . 
2c Carmine .... .. ....... . 
3c Violet ... ... ... ...... . . 
5c Blue .... . . .... . . . ..... . 

lOc Brown ....... ... .. . ... . 
le to lOc (5 var.) . . ... .. ... . 

J AMESTOWN 
le Green ...... ... ... • .. .. 
2c Carmine .... ... ....... . 
5c Blue ........... ... .... . 

l e to 5c (3 var.) .......... . 

P O S I 'rIO N BLOCKS 

.30 
.18 

1.20 
1.20 
1.60 
2.00 
6.00 

10.00 
20.00 
30.00 

.17 

.20 
1.00 
1.00 
1. 70 
2.00 
5.50 

.28 

.30 
1.35 
2.00 
5.00 
8.00 

.22 

.30 
1.45 
1.80 

.45 
.30 

1.65 
2.10 
2.40 
3.00 
9.85 

16.00 
30.00 
42.50 

.2 5 

.28 
1.60 
1.60 
2.60 
3.00 
8.65 

.50 

.55 
2.00 
3.00 
7.00 

12.00 

.40 

.5 5 
3.00 
3.65 

287 4c orange, L eft arrow ( 4) ............ . • 
288 5c blue, Right arrow (4) ... . .. .. . ...... . 
288 5c blue, Top Plate (4) . ....... ... .... . . . 
288 5c blue, Top Cor. Plate (8) . .. ......... . 
288 5c blue, Bottom Cor. Plate (8) . . . . • .... 
323 le green, Bottom Plate ( 4) ......... ... . 
324 2c Carmine, Bottom Plate (4) ......... . 
325 3c purpl e , Left Arrow (4) ... .. ........ . 
325 3c purple, Bottom Plate ( 4) .. .... .... . 
325 3c purple, Right Arrow (4) .......... • . 
326 5c blue, Right Arrow (4) ...... .. ..... . 
330 5c blu e, Top Plate (6) .. . . . .....•...... 

1.70 
2.00 

11.50 
14.00 
17.00 
27.00 
68.00 

1.00 
1.50 
9.00 
9.50 

13 .00 
16.00 
45.00 

1.85 
3.00 
8.00 

15.00 

1.50 
1.60 

13.75 
15 .25 

22.50 
18.00 
32.00 
32.00 

15 .00 
17 .50 
30 .00 
35.00 

2.50 
2.75 

14.50 
17.00 
21.50 

1.50 
2.00 

11.50 
12.00 
16 .00 
21.00 
59 .00 

2.80 
5.00 

11.50 
23.00 

2.00 
2.50 

25.00 
27 .50 

20.00 

4.50 
6.00 

22 .00 

$ 

Used 
Singles 
B A 

.01 $ .02 

.01 .01 

.30 .45 

.09 .14 

.13 .20 

.60 .80 

.18 .25 

.12 .18 
1.25 1.85 
1.25 1.85 
1.85 2.80 

.09 
.02 
.55 
.60 
.95 
.40 

2.40 

.05 

.02 

.27 

.50 
1.40 

.60 
2.60 

.12 

.04 
1.20 

.70 
1.00 
2.75 

.10 

.05 

.80 
.85 

.13 
.03 
.80 
.90 

1.50 
.70 

3.75 
4.00 

.07 

.o:i 

.35 

.80 
1.90 

.90 
3.75 

.18 

.05 
1.60 
1.15 
1.35 
4.00 

.13 

.07 
1.35 
1.45 

ECONOMIST STAMP COMPANY, INC. 
87 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 



; 
HOBSON LOWE~S 

CABLES 

PRIVATE TREATY OFFERS GASCOIGNE RHODESIA 

TWO VOLUMES £420, HOLMES SCANDINAVIAN 

BY-POSTS THREE VOLUMES £ 1.95, COCKRILL 

PAQUEBOTS THIRTY SIX VOLUMES £375, HUNTER 

STRAITS SEVEN VOLUMES £425. 

POSTAL HISTORY AUCTION JANUARY 29TH SIX-

TFFNI !::-1 EJ_Gl:::LT~:F ___ F~ ~~tn .t-..! ~~~l:~E!:N+w ·~~:====tiw===

TURY LETTERS FROM FAMOUS PEOPLE UNUSUAL 

ADHESIVES AND GENERAL PROPERTIES CATA-

LOGUES FROM USUAL AGENTS. 

FROM 

50 PALL MALL!J 
London!J S. W. I. 

ENGLAND. 



THE RISING MARKET-
The first few U. S. War Bulletins created a momentary lull in the 

Stamp Market, as it did in other Investment Commodities, but from all 
indications a reversal of conditions have developed and a Continued 
Rising Market is in the offing. 

History has taught us that no matter what kind of Financial 
Stagnation, Depression, yes even near Panic this Country has been 
subjected to, owners of worth-while Stamp Properties have always 
come through financially with colors flying. It is a fact that next to 
investing your money in Defense and other Government Bonds, Post­
age Stamps form the safest and surest Investment in comparison with 
other methods of "Saving for a Rainy Day." 

Now is the Opportune Time to fill up on the stamps you have 
been looking for,-and perhaps even on some you never thought of 
before. 

Advice freely given. 

The H. R. HARMER AUCTIONS offer that great opportunity. 
With 50 Years Experience of Selling Stamps the H. R. Harmer 
Organization is in a position to render the Best of Service for its 
clients. If you are not already receiving the H. R. Harmer Auction 
Catalogues, send us your name and address, and if you have never 
before bought stamps at auction you will experience a new Stamp 
Thrill if H. R. Harmer serves you. 

Act Now and-

RIDE ALONC WITH THE RISINC MARKET 

AUCTIONS HELD RECULARL Y EACH WEEK 

D. R. HARMER~ lne. 
ID Auoclation with H. R. HARMER of New Bond Street, London 

THE "IDND" AUCTIONEER 

32-34 EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Telephone: Plaza 3-6482 (2 lines) 


