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Editorial 

INTRODUCI G VOLUME II 
This number of THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS starts with Vol. 2 of ou r quar­

terly magazine. Some maintain that the first year is the hardest. If this would apply to 
a philatelic magazine about air mails, your editor can smile happily because " we are over 
the hump". \Ve hope so. One thing is k.nown. This magazine represents the com­
bined efforts and lonir hours devoted to this work by a few, done entirely as a labor of 
love. Bur it is often more work t~an a paid full-time job, a task that only those respon­
sible for this production can properly evaluate. 

\ 'ol. 2 :\o. 1 of T11E AERO P111LATEt.1ST ANKALS contains an INDEX of the com­
plete Volume 1 (see page 32). \Vh ile doing this, we were once again reminded 
about the universn lity of air mail stamp collecting and why it has so great an appeal. It 
is believed thnt most collectors are irencral collectors at heart. They specialize only be­
cause ther arc forced to do it. ~l ost all of the other philatelic specialties are limited in 
scope, while aero-philately is about the only world-wide one existing today. 

As proof of th is statement, a glance at the \ 'ol. 1 Index shows that this new quarterly 
mairazine offered 22 articles on the air mails from 19 different countries distributed 
J!eOj?raphically as follows: 

Nortlt Amerira : U.S. A .. Canada and Newfoundland 
Soutlt & Central Amrrica: Argentine, Brazil, Canal Zone, H onduras, Nicaragua and 

Surinam 

( :\ext P a1te. Please) 

The House of 

AIR ~JAIL STA.)IPS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

• Mint . Used ... Single Stamps 
• Miniature Sheets & Collections 

WRITE for our NEW '54 Catalog 
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12051 Ventura Place, Studio City , Calif. Box 111 
Member : A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.S.D.A. - C.C. of N. Y. - P.T.S. Ltd. 

and all leading U. S. Ph ila telic Societies. 
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EDITORIAL 

Europe: Iceland, Italy and Spain 

Africa: Ethiopia, French Levan t and Sudan 

d sin: Azerbaijan and P hilippines 

A ustrn/nsia: Australia and ;\cw Guinea. 

So much for our fre hman yea r. ~ ow we are sophomore , which year is commenced 
with what is considered in all modesty a " bang"! We regard the feature article in this 
number by Irv ing I. Green on H onduras Scott C12, Sanabria q, the rarest air mail 
stamp existing (only 2 copies are presently known ) as a masterpiece in the line of phila­
telic writinj!. \ Ve hope that this high opinion will be shared. The fact that practically 
none of us will ever own a copy of this "gem" should not deter us from reading its his­
to ry becau e this is full of human interest and advent ure. The article does something 
that philately seldom can offer, a j?ood sto ry rather than the usual dry presentation of a 
limited interest to onlr a few very mature philatelists. 

Before com:ludinj?, we beg permission to u e a bit of this space to cxpres our sin­
cere appreciation to the many who j?rectcd THE AERO P111 LATEl. IST AXXALS in its firs t 
year o enthusiastically. :\ot only our members but prominent philatelists from all over 
the world had many kind things co say. Favorable reviews of all four numbers of 
\' olume 1 were puhlished in many maj!azincs and many languaj?es. All of this was not 
only appreciated but most encouraj!;ing. This magazine, as a hab~'t was cordially greeted 
by its elders. \ Ve can as•ure all tha t this baby w ill try not to allow all this to make 
him concei ted. Instead we hall try co improve upon the fir t yea r so chat we ma}' sit 
in the company uf the \'Cry fine veteran philatelist publica tions for many years on into 
the furure. (I I . • I I. G.) 
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The Rarest Air Stamp--The Black Honduras 

By IRVING I. GREE 

Honduras Sanabria No. 14, Scott Cl 2, the famous Oscar R. Lichtenstein copy. Photograph 
courtesy of the owner and The Philatelic Foundation. 

Foreword 

After my arri~le, THE RED H O;\ 0 -RA , had appeared in Aero Plii/ottlist News, 
of October 1 :;, 19·2, the edi tor . .\J r. H enry .\J. Goodkind , advi ed me that a member 
upon readinj! ic, had remarked. "'\ Vhy all the fuss about the Red Hondura ? The Sana­
bria cata lol?ue sa)s there are nine of these. but on!) tu•o of anabria ?\ o. q. Have you 
~een a 1?enuine 'anahria q, Smet C 12 in all the rear · you ha,•e been collecting. I never 
ha\·e. Doe ic e-'ist ?" 

In che ame periodical, .\l arch 15, 1953 issue, .\Ir. Goodkind wrote about THE 
RARE T A IR .\JAIL ' TA.\lP.• an intere ting preliminary account of chis mystery 
is ue. whetting thereby. one's philatelic appetite fo r fu rther cnli1?h tenment. The ed itor, 
knowinl? 01) intense interest in H ondu ra . SUJ!l?C ted I write something fa r more compre­
hensive. I ' ' illingly undertook this ta~k wi th chi_ treati e the re ult. 

Tt is appropriate, at the ou rsec, co e'pre~~ gratitude to the late ~l r. John ?\. Luff 
( rig. I ) for his pain~takine investi1?ations of the 1925 H onduras air mails that established 
the true surcharJ!e settings. .\Ir. Luff had been as.ociated with the cott Stamp and 
Coin Company, :"cw York, fo r forty-fou r years unti l his pa sing on August 23, 1938. 
(.;nder his l?Uiclance. the cote catalogue attained international reco{?nition. As a fore­
mo r philatelic student and "ricer, he a.sembled, in the course of his work, a valuable 
collection incorporacinl? su rcharJ!:e , cype . and varieties that are essential to a pecialist. 
H e sold chis collection to the cote Company who made it available to serious-minded 
phila telists. 

l:pon .\Ir. Luff's decease. control of the cote Company eventually passed to .\1 r. 
H ugh .\J. lark. long his business associate, 11 ho continued as edi to r of the cote cata­
logue. In 19~6 . .\l r. C lark sold hi~ interest in cote Publications Inc. and at the same 
time <lon:1ted the Luff Reference Collection, intact, to The Philatelic Foundation, :\ew 
York. of '' hich he wa~ one of the organizer~. 

• C1cr rublication, some correspondence was received and a few members rema rked thnt "There "'°' a 
1cucer air mail stamp than Honduras Cn, San. 14." A Scmi·official listed only in anabria or a minor 
lisiin~ was cited. This is wroni:. because in defining "rare", a stamp hmd to both 1) be listed ns a major 
number and : ) in a ~eneral caulog such u Scott. ( FI. ,If. G.) 
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HON DUR.LIS 

:\1 r. Luff frequently had rema rked to Clark that Honduras was one of his philatelic 
favorites as its study encompassed a virgin field for research that posed many challenging 
problems. Aware of this writer 's bent for Honduras, '.\Ir. Clark graciously presented 
to me copies of '.\Ir. Luff's pe rsona l correspondence file relating to H onduras. So from 
this authentic source comes considerable of the data herein contained. 

The Finding 

~early two yea rs had elapsed since the printing and issuance of the 1925 air mail 
tamps of H onduras. '.\Ir. Luff, its foremost inquirer, felt certain he had correctly cata­

logued all the known ex1stmg v:met1es. lmaj?ine his surprise when he found something 
new, a 2 c on 1oc stamp was enclosed in the following letter dated l\larch 5, 1927, from 
l\Ir. Julio st a riz,• Puerto Cortes, H ondu ras, with these comments: 

" By request of my friend, '.\Ir. F. W. Budde of an Ped ro ula, 1 take pleasure 
in enclosing you a complete serie of the " Aero" stamps of H onduras as follow : 

rst I ssut 

5 ccs blue ___ 1 block 6 stamps 

10 cts dark brown 1 block 6 stamps 

20 cts brown ---- I block 6 stamp ( tete-bechc) 

25 cts on 1c chocolate - ·-' block + s tamps 

0 ccs orange _ - --' block 6 stamps 

peso green - -· block 2 stamps 

1 single copy 

211d I SSllt 

10 cts da rk blue surcharged 25 

5 cts blue su rcha ri~ed 2" 

20 cts brown surchaqred 2- __ 
1 sinj!le COP)' (torn) 

single copy 

1st Issue - 20 cts brown - single copy 

These last + stamps were l?iven to me by Dr. Pounds in a trip chat I made co Tegu­
cij?alpa in '.\l arch of la t ~·ear. H e informed me char he had no more in stock." 

'.\! r. Luff proceeded to check the overprint on chi new ,·ariety, a 2-c on I OC dark blue, 
black surcha rge, against the se tting of the 2 c on 1c. chocola te. H e found chat it matched 
exactly with po ition i\o. 2. He recorded this finding in hi refe rence collection by an 
attached note in manuscript: 

" Julio -sta riz. Tulian. Puerto Cortez. H onduras, C. A. In '.\l arch 1927 sends 
\•arious Hondura Air '.\J ail scamps including 1oc dark blue, surcharge in black. like 
.:\o. 2 of my 2 / 1c chocolate. ays he got it frnm Pounds about '.\l arch 1927." 

There is an error in Luff's handwritten notation as c-~cariz s tated Pounds !?ave him 
the rc on 1oc stamp in " '.\l arch of ltist year". siJ?nifying 1926. not 1927. Probably never 
again referring to t;,cariz'$ letter. but instead. always checkinl? with his collection. Luff, 

•.\ Ir. L' sinriz \\At lhc 0\\11cr o( Tuliau Air F'icltl, ncrou lhc mnrshe1 Crom l'ucrto Cortt> nod hi 
hacienda. Lot \nulca, wnt nearby. Dr. T. C. Pou11ds, a trausrlnntctl Drookhnue, hnJ couceiHd the idea 
o( an air mail sen ice bc1" ccn Tc~uci~alra, the capital, aud the ~orth Con t, 1hcrcb) ncco1intini: the 
in1cr\'Cnin1: di•tnncc o( about ouc hundrrd mile in an hour o( fl, inc that hud hcretolorc rcqu1rcJ a "eek 
011 mulc·back. Pounds rlnnned to mnke an Pedro uln the • orth Conti termi11u1. Hui :\lorcnn, hi• 
rilot. diJ nol •rprovc. .\lajor E. A. Burke, Camout iu h it o" 11 ridu and at thnt time rrorrietor o( 1hc 
Hotel Pa lm iu Puerto Corte., inl roduccd Pounds nnd :\lor1:nn to L' •tnriz, "ho ,:rnciou•I) ofTcrctl them Cree 
use o( the Tulian Air Field. The offer "°' ncccptcd . So duriuc .\l arch anJ April o( 1<)2;, \lori:an and 
l'ountl1 Ii\ ed at the L stariz home •• hi1 guests "hilc cngaccd iu the prd iminar" rrcrnra1ion• Cor the 
air en i~, "hich indudcd trial flight1. 

6 ]11/y, 1954 



llOSDURAS 

Fig. l. The late Mr. John N. Luff. This illustration has been made from a photograph 
belonging to Miss Jean Koor of Scott Publications Inc., who kindly loaned it for our use. 
Miss Koor has been in the employment of the Scott Co. for years as Secretary to the Editor 
of the Scott Stamp Catalogues. She has iust become Mrs. Hugh M. Clark. 

consequently used the incorrect 1927 dace in his subsequent cor respondence. He does 
cla sifr the surcharge as genuine. " like :'\o. 2 of mr rc 1c Chocolate", althouj?;h there 
was a question in hi mind whether the ~tamp wa~ placed on ale a r the po t office or if it 
merely constituted a trial printing. He indicated his quandary hr entering this remark in 
his collection : 

"C12-Trial Prine? 2" on 10 c." 

On :\larch 19. 1927 Luff replied to :\Ir. ·stariz as follows: 

" ! am in receipt of your kind favor of the fifth and appreciate your sending me 
a fine lot of Honduras Air :\ l ail •tamps tu sec. :\I r. Budde ga,•e you a wrong idea of 
" ·hat I " anted and ha cau~ed rou unncce sa ry trouble. 

" I have been studying these stamps because of the dangerous counterfeits that 
have come from Honduras in recen t month . I was trying to make up the various 
settin1?s of the surchaqres. I happen to have a fair lot of material so that [ can 
make up the Aero Correo in black and in hlue. Also the blue with '2 '. but I have 
nor been able to j!;et enouj!h stamps to make up the 25c on 1c. which is not the same 
as the 25c on ·c. and 2 ~c on 2oc. 

"I had a nice block of four of the r c on Jc which :\J r. Budde sent me two years 
aJ?O. I reJ?ret to say lhac the block you sent me comes from the same position in the 
•ettinj! •o that it does noc l!ive me any help co make up the scttinJ?. 

"There i one ~tamp in your book that is new to me. That is the 25c on JOC 

d:irk blue. I have not before een this scamp nor has it been listed in any catalogue. 
I think from rour letter that ~·ou received it from :\I r. Pounds. Did he say anything 
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HONDURAS 

about it that it was a trial tamp or that it was actually put in use? I shall appreci­
ate any info rmation tha t you can give me about this stamp. 

" f notice in your book that you make notes on many pages of the stamps that 

rou have 'in s tock'. I do not know if ' in s tock' means that you have these stamps 
0

fo r sa le or merely that you have them and you do not say anything in your letter 
about sellinir them or put any prices in you r book. Tf any of these stamps a re for 
sale, 1 would be inrerested to buy the block of 2-c on IC and the single copy of the 
z-c on 1oc blue. 

"As I said before, l have a simila r block of the 25c on 1c, but if 1 could buy 
yours, it might help me to get copies that I need from collectors who would not sell 
but would be willing to exchange. I am returning your block enclosed and hall be 
very pleased to hear from yo u on the subject of possible sale at }'Our convenience. 
I note that you say certain of the stamps in your book were given to you by Dr. 
P ounds in a trip that you made to Tegucigalpa in :\larch of 1926 and that he in­
fo rmed you that he had no more stamps in stock. Within the last two montlts. 1 
have had letters from a collecto r in Tegucigalpa enclosing fir t a ce rtificate from 
Dr. P ounds that he was sellin{! to that man 100 Air :\!ail stamps, giving a list of 
them. econdly, anothe r certificate from Dr. P ounds that during the past year he 
sold about 300 Air ~I ail srnmps. l think both of these ce rtificates were dated in or 
about December 1926 or J anua ry 1927. I have copies of them but they are at home, 
but it is quite evident tha t when Dr. P ounds told you he had no more in stock, he 
was mistaken, or else some more have been printed. 

"There is something very queer going on down the re in regard to the Air :\lail 
tamps, bu t I have not yet gotten to the thing." 

In the above letter, :\lr. Luff carefully avoided conveying the impression that the 2-c 
on 1oc blue might be a rarity. Ins tead, he emphasized the counterfeit situation that had 
beclouded th is en.tire issue. Actuall~', he desi red to acquire the 25c on 1oc stamp but 
shrewdly did not wish to reveal his intense interest. 

Followinir up his lette r of :\larch 5, 1927 to :\1 r. Luff, even before he received a 
reply to it. :\Ir. stariz wrote Luff a follows: 

" I beg to confirm to you my letter of the -t11 inst .. enclosing a collection of 'aero' 
stamps of H onduras. 

"As I have had no time to write to our friend :\Ir. Budde of an Pedro ula. to 
whom I had promi ed to send wha tever news l should receive from the aviator, :\lr . 

. B. :\ l orj?:an. and as the '.'\. Y. boa t is leavinj! to-morrow. I take pleasure in for­
warding you the letter that f just received from the aviator with rega rds to the 

'aero' tamps ( 1st issue). 

"You wi ll be able to judge by the contents of same that :\Ir. Pounds ha ome­
pretty good notions, fo r making money." 

Pilot :\Jo rgan's letter, elated :\farch 12, referred to above as being addre ed to 
~1 r. stariz read: 

8 

" I think l carried mail to the coast on the trips of June 26 and :'\ ovember 5. 
1925, al though l am uncertain abou t the latter date. I don't think Pounds used any 
new stamps on tha t t rip but old one th at he had had for some time. for if I remem­
her right, the Postmaster would not give him any more to cancel. And another 
thinJ?. when Pound said that he had no more in stock to you. he wasn 't o close to 
the truth for he howed a bunch to a friend of hi not so long ago and this man 
wanted to j?:Ct some but Pounds wouldn't give him any. Just how valuable are t11ese 
stamps and who is there that wants to bu}' them in the States, fo r :\Ir. Snow in 
Tegucigalpa has some and will sell them, so will I , the few I have. 

July, r<;54 



HONDURi/S 

"Pounds now has with him another aviator who is going to Siguatepeque (How 
do you spell that place-it's the town half way to the coast from the capital) 
to-morrow or next Jay with a bunch of letters that he has written to himself so as 
to get them surchaq.~ed or cancelled by the postmaster of that town so that he can 
sell the stamped envelopes to collectors in the States. The aviator will fly down on 
the Aeromarine. He has more nerve than I have for they have cracked it up twice 
and have had a real harJ time of it, harder than I had, and that wa bad enough 
for me. lf he can do this, why can't l take some of the stamps I have and address 
them to myself in Tela, have them urcharged here in Tegucigalpa, and then fly 
down and have them surcharged or cancelled or whatever the postmaster does to 
them when he gets them." 

::\!organ' letter obviously evidences no philatelic knowledge. ft docs indicate to the 
philatelist, however, that the pilot had air mail stamps and wanted to realize on them. 
By "new stamps" mentioned near the beginning of his letter, l\forgan is referring to 
those of the second issue or printing these with blue ink. It is a fact that ;\!organ and 
Pounds disliked each other heartily. Pounds claimed that l\lorgan, without authoriry 
from him. had signed a receipt and obtained the "aero" stamps held by the Postmasters 
at Puerto Cortes and San Pedro Sula; but was unable to J?et those at La Ceiba as 
Pounds had warned the po tmaster there not to deliver the stamps to anyone but himself, 
pcrsonall)'. It appea rs. borrowing a phrase from Sr. Ustariz, that i\Iorgan, too, "had 
some pretty good notions for making money". Pilot i\lorgan and Sr. Ustariz appeared 
to be close friends. 

L'pon receipt of Luff's letter of ;\larch 19th , Sr. stariz, inherently impatient and 
u picious, wrote his friend , ;\(organ. then employed by the United Fruit Comp:mr at 

Tela. requesting that he contact Snow, the actual printer of the air mail stamps, for 
first-hand information concerning the 2 c on 1oc, black surcharge variety. " ' hile a\\·ait­
ini? a reply from l\lorgan. Sr. Ustariz wrote l\l r. Luff: 

" I have been expectini? to hear from ;\Jr. l\lorgan about the Aero stamps for 
over a fortnight but have not had any news from him. I suppose that he has been 
very bus~• lately, so that I shall not wait any longer to answer .... 

" \Vith regards the counterfeits on the market, it must undoubtedly have been 
. ome private dealings between ;\Ir. Pounds and the Postmaster in TeguciJ?alpa. 

"I gave ;\Ir. Budde, in ;\l arch of lat rear, a list of the (emis ) aero stamps J 
tha t had been issued. It was as follows, if I remember: 

First jlri11ti11g 
-oo __ 5 cents blue 
500 - - 10 cents 

1000 20 cent-
500 _ r cents on 1 cent 
200 _ o cents 
100 ·- 1 peso 

Seco11d printing 
250 __ 20 cents brown 
250_ 25 cents on 20 cents 
2 o_ 25 cents on 5 cents 
250_ - 25 cent on 10 cents 

" ;\] r. ;\I ori?an, I am su re. will !?Ct me the right information ... H oping to be 
able to give rou soon some reliable information '' ith regards the "aero" stamps . .. " 

r. • tariz' Ii ting above disclosed that he did not consider the 2·c on 1oc variety 
of any more value than the other three chat he had placed in the second printing, and 
be ides, it belonj!ed in the fir t printing. Luff wa aware of these inaccuracies, but made 
no comment because this suited his purpose. 

On April 23, 1927, stariz to Luff: 

"I ha,·c just received the enclosed letter from the aviator, l\1 r. i\lorgan, which 
will interest you without an)' doubt. 
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HONDURAS 

"I am writing to him this same day telling him to call on you when he is up in 
the Sta tes. 

"As soon as I hear from the party that he refers to, i\Ir. Karl Snow, I w ill 
\\'rite to you .. . . " 
The leuer which Ustariz received from ~!organ is <lated April 18, 1927, and reads : 

" H erc is wh at Snow wrote fo r me to write you about the i- cents on 10 cent 
dark blue. 'There was no 10 cent dark blue 191 5 issue surcharged 25 cents tha t I 
remember. There mi(?ht have been a few on the 1919 issue but these were never 
used. I think they must be fakes, so that should answer that question I D on't be 
a bit backward about writing K arl Snow, fo r he will help you all he can. You 
won' t find a more willing man to help an)' other person". 

This information convinced Sr. Usta riz that his 25c on 1oc was a counterfeit and, 
as such, it appear s that he did not seem to care what Luff did wi th it. 

On ~l ay 21 1927 1 i\Ir. Luff wrote S r. Ustariz : 

'' I am to-day in receipt of }' OU r letters of April 21 and 23 and am pleased to 
hear from you .. .. 

"Thank )' OU fo r sending me the list of the quantities printed of the Air :Vlail 
st amps. I h ad such a list at various times from various people. They a re probably 
in my lette r fi les a t home. I think the total is about the same on all the lists but 
r believe no two agree on the quantities for the different stamps. 

" I have never had any correspondence with i\1 r. Snow and l am wondering if 
he cannot supply a correct list. I would very much like to have his opinion of the 
s tamps th at have been coming on the market in the la t yea r and also would like to 
know if he has anr information about the maker. So far as I can tell. they all trace 
back to ~Ir. Pounds and T very much suspect that he has had reprints made to sell 
to st amp collectors and the trade. 

" I have been interested in reading i\l r. ~!organ's letter. If he comes to the 
States. T shall hope to make his acquaintance and have a chance to talk with him." 

Afte r mai ling the above, ~Ir. Luff sent Sr. Usta riz the fo llowing under the same 
date, ~l ay 2. 1927 : 

" P. S.: When I was a t the office to-day, I dictated a lette r to you. :'\ow that I 
am a t home. l reca ll something that I had intended to say, so I will try and type­
write it mrself. 

" I suggest that you advise ~Ir. ~lor(?an not to try having his ai r mail 
sramps cancelled. The P ostmas ter General stopped the delivery of the lot i\lr. 
Pounds tried to put through. I was informed of this the day after the attempt. i\lr. 
~l o r(?an can get quite a good prices for his stamps uncancelled as cancelled, especially 
if they a re in blocks. Collecto rs and dealer here know the dates the stamps were 
used and the towns from which they were mailed. Cancella tions with othe r town 
names and dares will be rejected. 

"~Ir. U . may have to wait a little while before he can sell. Everyone has been 
scared by the dangerous counterfeits that have been on the market for about six 
months. Neither dealers nor collectors are willing to buy. When that trouble has 
been cleared up and the counterfeits removed. the market will probably be allright 
again . ... " 

Of importance is 1\1 r. Luff's sta tement that "dangerous counterfeits have been on 
the market fo r about six months." vVriting this on l\l ay 2, 1927, would fix the appear­
ance of the counter feits nea r the end of 1926. As Sr. Ust ariz stated that Pounds had 
given him the 25c on 1oc stamp du ring l\larch 1926. Luff unwittingly authenticated its 
genuineness. 11organ heeded i\ l r. Luff's advice, as his stamps, when sold to the Scott 
Company, we re mostly in mint blocks, though somewhat stuck togethe r. I have no r,ecord 
of wha t, if anrthing, l\lr. L uff had bought from Sr. Ustariz this time. 
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Further Discoveries 
There was to be more activity in the matter of the 25c on IOC air mail variety, but 

this time from another direction. ~Ir. Luff received a letter dated ~larch 25, 1927, from 
his most active cor respondent in H onduras. r. Raul Duron .\I embrerio. The letter con­
tained sixteen H onduras air mail camps of the 192· i sue and a memorandum from Dr. 
P ounds to .\lcmbrcrio, dated :\larch 18, 1927, reading: 

"Enclosed find 16 stamps which I found in a little book of addresses a couple 
of da}'s ago." 

~lembrerio's letter to .\J r. Luft read: 

" .. . Among the 16 stamps sent me by Dr. Pounds, you will note one pair of 
25c/ 1oc surch:trged in black. I'd never heard or seen such a variety and am writing 
Dr. Pounds in order to 1?et ome information. I don' t doubt for a moment of the 
j!Cnuineness of the 16 tamps as I have learned a lot, comparing the several counter­
feits ... . " 

~ ,.. · 1 
.>. . ·~· .· ~- :'t · 

· ~ -.~-...: ~j 
• :~ ~ .. ..-j,,_-I 

_ ._ ·. _-=J .... 
Fig. 2 . The photo of "Membreno" pair which Mr. Lutt had taken. Courtesy of The Philatelic 
Foundation. 
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:\lr. Luff, upon careful examination. found the cnclo ed horizontal pair of 25c on 
toe to be genuine and had it photographed. (Fig. 2) He placed one photo in his col­
lection, noting over it in manuscript the su rcharge positions: "No. 3 and ::\o. ~·" The 
photo shows the pair somewhat sepa rated near the top, but the alignment of the sur­
charges proves that the pair wa intact at the time it had been overprinted. 

On :\lay 2, 19271 Luff aclmowledged receipt of :\lembrefio's note of the 25th 
expressing his growing disinterest in all air mail stamps of Honduras because of the 
plethora of counterfeit . Tucked away near the end of this letter is found: 

" ... Yes, l noticed the pair of 25c on IOC with black surcharge. About a month 
ago l saw a third copy of this unknown variety. which the owner stated he bought 
from ~Ir. Pounds, about January of this year. At least , 1 believe this was the date 
though I have left the letter at home." 

Again :\1 r. Luff wanted to own the pair of C 12 s tamps but he cleverly did not wi h 
to convey too much eagerness. Thi seems to account for the "discouraging act" for 
~Iembrcfio's benefit. Heretofore :\Ir. Luff had been able tc> buy most anything that 
:\lembrefio cot him for examination. So prohably he believed this instance would be no 
exception. Therefore, he deliberately devoted little pace to the discussion of the 25c on 
roe variety. Again ~Ir. Luff wrote " January of this year", impl)•ing J anuary 1927, as 
the time the owner of the other 25c on 1oc stamp (Ustariz) bought it from Pounds. Thi 
perhaps was nothinJ?; more than a slight mistake on Luff'• part, although the January 
rg27 date co-incidentally is the time J?;h•en for the influx of many dangerous counterfeits. 

On :\lay 10, r927 , ~lembrefio wrote to ~Ir. Luff. enclosinJ?; a letter he had received 
from Pounds in reply to his inquiry of :\larch rth for information about the different 
varietie of airpost stamps, includinJ?; the error, 2 c on 1oc. Pounds' letter delineate 
the trials and tribulations of the printings. It become a valuable pronouncement for 
philatelists. However, it runs to great length and for this reason. only the portion 
relating to the s ubject under discu sion, the 25c on roe stamp, i quoted: 

"\\Then we got ready to print the stamps. we had to separate the ori1!inal heets 
into smaller ones. The oriJ?;inal ones came in hundreds,• that is, ten stall1J>s on each 
side. The pre s we had would only accommodate 12 so we tore the big heets into 
smaller ones of twelve stamp each. This left a strip of two wide on one ide and 
one wide on the other. After printing the sheet of r 2, we printed the st rips as best 
we could , usually in twos and threes and even single one . o you see that in trying 
to apply the usual system of 'platinl?' the stamps afterwards, one would meet diffi­
cultie if he tried to make some of these odd stamp fit into one of the sheets of 
twelve. for in all probability, it wouldn 't fit.•• And if it didn't, it couldn 't be called 
a counterfeit. You mentioned having l?Ot a ten cent tamp that had been surcharged 
in black to 25 cents. I believe you said it wa in the lo t of some 16 that you j?Ot 
from me recently. I can't e'plain that. if it really came from me. unless it w as one 
of those odd tamp , just mentioned, that got in with the one cent one which were 
rai eel to 25 cent in the first printing. I never saw one of them, there might have 
been more than one, but it is certain that there couldn't have been very manr of 
them." . 

On :\lay J r, 1927, :\Ir. Luff to ~Iembrciio: 

" Tn your letter of ~l arch 2 , you send me, for my opinion, 16 stamps. I find q 

•The 1c, 5c, and toe value1 of the basic 111mp1 were made in 1hccu of 100 ( 10 x 10) : whereas the 
2oc, 5oc and 1 pe10 valuCJ were in 1hcc11 of 50 ( to x 5). 

•• A pencilled marginal notation by l\I r. Luff rcad1: "Thia it 1tupid. If part of a unint: of 12 " u 
printed on two or three 1tamp1, they could be plated. To 'plate' a 1urcharged atamp i1 to determine iu 
pot it ion in the utting." 
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of them to be genuine and am returning them with this letter. Two other stamps 
were the mysterious 25c/ 1oc dark blue, black surcharge .... l don't know what to 
make of this newly discovered variety .... l think I have already written you, I have 
een one COP)' of thi which came from :\Ir. Pounds about la t January or February. 

It may possibly be a trial or one of those things called 'Pounds stamps' that we have 
not been able ro explain. l am taking the liberty of holding the pair becau e I wish to 
study it a little more, especially in connection with the letter of ;\l r. Pounds that he 
ent you with your of ;\far 10. It will rake quire a little rime to study hi letter and 

prepare a careful answer, and in order to do it well, I would like ro hold the pair 
just mentioned . .. . Would )lou care to sell one or both of the 25c/ 1oc blue, black 
surcharge? If so, please tell me the value you place on them .... At the moment, I 
do not feel they are right, hut at any rare l\ l r. Pounds ha nor explained them and 
why they diffe r from his other stamp . Even though I do not believe they arc genu­
ine, they '1ould be of use to me in studying Air :\Iail tamp, o I would buy rhcm 
at :1 small price but nor a t the price of genuine tamps .... " 

There was sound logic in Luff's remark, " . .. I do nor believe they are right". 
Thi time ;\lembreiio is given the wrong date that the other copy was acquired (by 
Usta riz) from Pounds. As ;\lembreiio was aware that counterfeits flooded the market 
early in 1927. the mere mention of thi dare to him connoted illegitimacy. Despite this 
suggestion, coupled with ;\Jr. Luff's opinion that the pair might not be genuine, 
l\lembrer1o's conviction that it was good remained un haken. 

On June 6, 1927, :\Iembreiio to ~I r. Luff: 

" I think you have forgotten to return the copy of the air mail error, 25c/ 1oc 
( black), as I didn't intend selling those copies .... " 

From ;\lcmbre1io to ~I r. Luff, June 16, 1927, the following appears: 

" [ received your. dated ;\l ay 31 .... I understand you are holding the pair of 
25c/ 1oc .. .. I don' t want to sell the 25c/ 1oc .. . . 

" :\ow regarding the quarantined ( ?) 2 c/ 1oc airpost stamp. J've discovered 
another copy, new, in a collection album and l 've done my best to find any t.!ifference 
between it and the genuine 25c/ 1c and I can't see it, having examined it with a strong 
lens and measured ir (the surcharge) to the best of my ability. Besides, it doesn't 
have the questionable 'clear' surcharge, being apparently a genuine surcharge come 
from the first blurred printing of the Air P ost stamps. If I can talk ro its owner, 
I 'II gladly send it to you fo r inspection." 

"Another copy in a collect ion album" th at i\lembreiio mentions ounds like a ruse 
to pry rhe pair of 25c/ 1 oc stamps away from Luff. 

On June 30, 1927, ;\l embrerio wrote ro ;\lr. Luff: 

"You are holding the 2 c/ 1oc dark blue about which you haven't aid the last 
word: that pair of stamps came in a bunch of 16 stamps which I sent you from 
Pespire and which, happily, didn't have any guarantee (?) mark. ( I understand that 
;\Ir. Pound ' guarantees must be taken wm 9ra11 11111 snltir). You returned q of 
them, declaring they were genuine: anyway, should the 25c/ roe be genuine or not, 
I do not want to ell them as I need the pair for my collection, but I will get you 
one copy th at I potted in a friend's collection." 

On July 25, 19271 ;\Jr. Luff replied to ;\lemhreiio as follow : 

" In your letter of June 30, you insist that I return that pair of 25c/ 1oc blue. 
and I am doing so. [ note that you will get me a copy that you have seen in a 
friend's collection. I would like to have it though l do not care to pay an extravagant 
price for ir. I have not been able to make up my mind what the stamps are. I can-
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not plate these with any originals or counterfeits tha t l have, but there are so many 
counterfeits that it is difficult to tell about anything. I have four settings of the 
25c/ 1c and l don't know how many other things." 

At last, ..\lr. Luff returned the 25c/ 1oc pair, hoping that ..\l embrelio might yet be 
influenced to sell it to him. 1 cannot believe ?.Ir. Luff lent much credence to ..\lem­
breiio's tale of the "other copy". 

Knowing that the surcharges on the stariz single copy and the i\lembreiio pair 
were genuine, ..\Ir. Luff \\·as desirous to learn if this variety was a " trial printing" or 
something that had been distributed to and old by the post-offices. As a "trial printing," 
in the true sense of the expression, it would not constitute anything more than an essay. 
Bui if regularly sold for air mail usr, lh e fJarirly u •as rntillnl l o a catal og11 e /isling. No 
one could solve the problem better than the printer. himself, ..\Ir. Luff logically concluded. 
Whereupon, he wrote to K arl Snow on Augu t 6, 1927, requesting ome general informa­
tion. Also. in his letter was enclosed a separate sheet listing fifteen questions. 

On August 2+1 1927, Snow replied to i\lr. Luff. He ret urned the question with his 
answer. Those relating to the rc/ 10c variety were: 

Luff's q11rst io11 No. 12. I have seen three copies of the 1oc dark blue surcharged 
're' in black, like setting 8. They seem to be genuine. Do you know them? 
Snow's 1111swer. Yes. 

L11/f'1 quest ion No. 13. W ere they printed in error? 
Snou/ s a11Iwer. \Vas trying the ink. 

L11/f'1 quu lion ' o. 14. W ere they a trial printing? 
Snow's answer. \Vas trying the ink. 

L11/J'1 q11estio11 No. 15. Can }'OU say if any were ever used in the air mail se rvice? 

Snow's answer. I suppose they were. They went in with the rest. 

According to the record. Snow now reve rses his opinion that the r c/ 1oc va riety is 
not genuine, as expressed in his lette r of April 18, 1927, wherein l\lorgan informed 
Ustariz tha t Snow could not remember any such stamp. :'.'\ow what changed Snow's 
memory? At any rate, we now have Snow's latest version as compared with P ounds' con­
tention that the 25c/ toe " was one of those odd stamps that got in with the one cent 
ones which were raised to 25 cents in the first printing." 

i\Ir. Luff now awai ted a reply from ..\Iembreiio in answe r to his letter of July 25, 
when he had returned the pair of 25c/ 1oc stamp . However, as no word a rrived, ~Ir. 
Luff w rote him on :'\ ovember 7, 1927 : 

" l think there were one or two things in my recent letters tnat you have not 
answered. And how abou t the 1oc dark blue, surcharged 25? You wrote me that 
you knew a collecto r who had a copy and that you thouj?ht you could purchase it fo r 
me. I shall be glad to hear something further about it." 

On 1\ ovember 2.j., 1927, l\Iembreiio acknowledged l\Ir. Luff's letter of ~ ovember 7 
but made no reference to the specific questions relating to the 25c/ 1oc. 

O n November 30, 1927, ..\I embreiio wrote again to ..\lr. Luff, the following part 
being the most important : 

14 

"Due to an accident, I practically lost all of my st amps, some days ago. I'll 
have to start again or quit." 

O n December 2, 1927, Membreno. in a postscript to his letter to 1\1.lr. Luff wrote: 
" i\Iy two rc/ 1oc blue ai rmails were Jost." 

So finally. after a lapse of live months, l\l embreiio acknowledges receipt of the ai r 
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mail pair by breaking the disheartening new that it is lost. X o mention whatever, is 
made of the other single copy that was, s upposedly, in a friend 's collection, and which 
l\lembreiio had promised to try to secure. 

On December 19, 1927. ;\Ir. Luff replied to l\lcmbrcno: 

" I am in receipt of your letter of Nov. 30, in which find one very unpleasant 
paragraph, 'Due to an accident. I practically lost all my stamps, some days ago. 
1 will have to start again or quit.' 

" l regret very much to hear this bad news. You do not say if the stamps were 
stolen, burned or whatever happened and whether there's a possibility of your recover­
ing them. I certainly hope you have not lost them all without any chance of 
recovery." 

On December 30, 1927, 1\1 r. Luff wrote to .\Iembreno, acknowledging his letter of 
December 2: 

" I regret that you have lost so many fine things from your collection and hope 
that you can get many choice items to help make a new collection." 

By "fine things" Luff probably had in mind that pair of 25c/ 1oc, black surcha rge, 
that he had returned to .\lembreno a few mon ths previous after failing to effect its 
purchase. 

The next reference to a 25c/ 1oc va riety that this writer encountered is in a letter 
dated April 30, 1930, from .\Ir. L uff to Sr. Ustariz, expressing thanks to the latter for 
his note of the 16th. Unfortunately I have no COP)' of this letter of the 16th. But that 
of April 30, reads: 

" .. . ~eturning to stamps of the first air mail issue, )' OU wrote me several 
months a{?o that you wanted to dispose of you r holdings of these stamps. I gave 
your letter to our manager . .\Ir. H . .\I. Clark, who tells me he wrote you saying 
he would be interested in the lot and asking you to let him sec or know what you 
had for sale and your prices for it. H e has not, however, had any answer from )'OU. 

Did you receive his letter and did you reply to it? There seems to be a good deal 
of interest in air mail stamps just at present and it is probable that if you care to 
sell your lot. we would like to buy it. 

" Referring to the pair of 25c in black on the IOC dark blue, I remember having 
seen them but don't recall the name of the owner. In fac t, had anyone else asked 
me the question, I would have said they belon{?ed to yourself. I have a great many 
memoranda from various places about the firs t issue of the air mails, made at various 
t imes when I was studying them, and these 25c on IOC may be noted somewhere. 
lt is difficult to know where to look for it. I will try to do so when I get a little 
time. Just at present, I am badly rushed with work on the Journal and the next 
edition of my Catalogue. l am not certain that I could be quite sure about those 
two stamps if I had them again. There were so many settings of the surchar{?e 
'Aero Correo' and sti ll more of the addition of the figure '25' and two square 
blocks that were supposed to fall over the ori1dnal value, that it requires a lot of 
work to locate them. l think I have in my reference collection either nine o r ten 
settings of the '25'1 most of them completely restored but a few only in part. All of 
the e things were made by .\I r. Snow. One setting on the original order and others 
on subsequent orders from Or. Pounds, were made afte r the air mail se rvice had 
been discontinued. Our feeling is that the latter lot may only be termed 'official imi­
tation '. as they were never used for postage and there was no air mail service by 
which they could be used. 

" [ had the pleasure of meeting you r friend. l\Ir. l\Iorgan, the air pilot, here in 
~cw York and would like to have seen more of him because he {?ave me some very 
useful information. I persuaded the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. to buy a nice lot of 
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the air mail stamps from him, on which tht}' made a reasonable but sati factory 
profit. "ince we have old out, collector have been vcr}' much interested in those 
~ramp and have kept pushing up the prices. I wish ;\Jr. :\Jorgan had them back 
for. to-day. we could pay him more than we did and al o make more for ourselves, 
so both parties would be benefited .... " 

Commenting on the above, I would imagine that ::\[ r. Luff was su rprised that Sr. 
'stariz . hould mention the pair of 2-c/ 1oc. How did he come to know of it? Perhaps 

this could be a clue to ::\Jembreilo's missing pair. Caution was necessary lest Ustariz's 
suspicion he aroused. ::\1 r. Luff was anxious to see this lot of stamps because possibly 
it contained the valuable pair of 25c/ 1oc or perhaps some of the other rarer varieties 
purchased by Scott in the ~Jorgan parcel. :\Ir. Luff presses Ustariz fo r a sale, hoping 
to duplicate. to a degree, the " reasonable but satisfactory profit" realized from the 
purchase of ::\Jorgan's stamps. Luff's appraisal of this profit is, to my mind, one of the 
philatelic understatements of this Century. 

Another Discovery 

A new development came with a letter dated J unc 31 1930, add re ed to :.\Ir. Luff 
from H. A. Robinette, at that time a well known stamp dealer in \ Vashington, D. C., 
read in(?: 

16 

·• .... I am enclosing herewith a Honduras air mail su rcha rged 125 on IO' blue. 
This came to me with a small collection of these stamps which are undoubtedly 
(?enuine and the original owner claims to have bought them all, right at the post­
office in Honduras. I have compared the surchar(?cs with No. ~09 [C10] which is 
the only one identical thereto and it measures exactly. I would appreciate it very 
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much if you could give me any information as to this particular stamp, as I am of 
the opinion that it is absolutely genuine." 

Now another C 12 has appeared and this one reputedly purdiased at a post-office! 

On June 9, 1930 :\Ir. Luff replied to :\Ir. Robinette: 

"Your letter of the 3rd reached me on Thursday last, the 5th. I didn't have 
time at the office to (!:O carefully into the matter of the Honduras air mail stamp, 
25c on 1oc dark blue, so I took it home. together with my reference material, to 
give it careful examination. 

"Some )'Cars ago I paid a lot of attention to these first issue air mail stamp of 
H onduras and I used up a lot of time, eyesight, and money, in lookin(!: them up. I 
was trying to build up settings by means of pairs and blocks and found it difficult. 
I finally completed it and then, of course, had the opportunity to buy mo t of the 
things in unbroken sheets of twelve, which T promptly did. In all my earching, 
I only saw on e pai r of the 25c on toe dark blue an<l that was shown me as being a 
trial printing and not as an issued stamp. I may add that when these stamps made 
their appearance, a cor respondent in Honduras sent me a set of single copie together 
with an official statement as to the va rious stamps issued and the quantities of them. 
Another correspondent sent me a et of blocks of four which he stated was com­
plete. ~either man showed me or made mention of the 25c on toe. I have had an 
acti,•e correspondence with both of them ever since that t ime and with the first man 
did a great deal of tudying of the issue and the settings. So far as I can recall, 
neither of them eve r mentioned the 25c on 1oc, so I infer it wns not known to them. 

"There were two originnl settings of the 25c :ind no les than five settings 
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among the official imitations. In explanation, l would say that after the airplane 
crashed, and the se rvice had come to an end, collectors were asking for these stamps, 
and a ye:1r or more later, the manager of the post, wishing to have something to 
sell, o rdered new printings o f the various surcharges. but all these were from quite 
new settings of nine instead of twelve. l\lost people call them reprints or even 
counterfeits, but they certainly were never placed in issue. I have compared your 
stamp with the va rious sett ings in my reference collection and 1 cannot locate it in 
any o f them, so l can conclude that it belongs to the so-called trial printing and was 
never placed in issue. 

" :\ow, having condemned your st amp to this extent, I will say that if at :my 
time you decide to sell it as a trial printing or essay, I shall be pleased to have you 
quote me )'Our price fo r it, as 1 would be interested in it fo r my reference collection. 
Y ou may think this action is not ent irely ethical and, of course, you are not compelled 
to accept my conclusion or sell it based on that idea. P lease find your stamp 
enclosed." 

The above letter indica tes to me that :\Ir. Luff agreed that the Robinette single 
had a genuine surcharge. Therefore, 1 believe that it belongs in the same exclusive cate­
gory as the Ustariz single and the :\l embreno pai r. It appears that Robinette did not 
contact :\1 r. Luff again on the matter, at least [ have no records. 

Although I do not possess nor have seen correspondence to prove it, I am certain 
that upon reading i\I r. Luff's letter, ~ I r. Robinette logically contacted another leading 
air mail st amp dealer. the late l\lr. ;-\ icolas Sanabria, and eventually sold him the stamp. 
:\Ir. Sanab ria held the stamp fo r a while because he believed that 1\1 r. Luff owned a 
similar copy :ind might decide to give the variety catalogue recognition. As :\Ir. Luff 
made no move in that direction, despite some likely prodding by :\Ir. Sanabria, the latter 
finally, in the early 3o's. sold the stamp to :\Ir. F. ·w. Kessler, another well-known Kew 
York ai r mail dealer, who at that time was scouring the air mail st amp market for 
rarities in behalf of his client, Dr. Cole. This Robinette single was sold to Dr. Cole. 
It was shown in his grand-award exhibit at the 1936 TIPEX in New York. 

Returning to Sr. Ustariz. he had receive<! Lutt's communication of April 301 1930, 
evidencinJ.! a strong interest to purchase his stamps. Ustariz had learned that his friend, 
Dr. Paz Baraona. ex-President of H ondu ras, contemplated a trip to Europe via X ew 
Y ork. and arranged for him to deliver the stamps in pe rson to the Scott Company to 
possibly effect a sale. Accordin1?ly. on August ~· 1930. Or. P az Baraona called upon the 
Scott Company, accompanied by :\less rs. Alt chuler, and Zepati, and negotiated a deal 
fo r the lJ srnr iz stamps. selling them for $ 1900.00. The lot comprised: 

1-2-c/ 2oc blue surcha rge 

1- 25c/ 1c black surcharge 

1- 2oc aero correo black overprint 
61-- and 10 centavos values 

1- block of 6 of 2oc tete-beche 

5-25c/ 1 c chocolate 
1-block of 12 of 2oc aero correo black. One of 

this block of 12 the AFRO variety. 

1-AFRO variety of 2oc aero co rreo black overprint. 

30-1oc aero correo 

Also included was one white envelope, greenish inside. Stuck to the front, top left 
hand corner. was a 25c/ 2oc. blue surcharge stamp (C13). so affixed that the surcharge 
read upward. :\ext to th is, to the right was a 2oc black aero correo (C6), affixed so that 
the surcharge read down ; and next to the C6 was a 25c/ 1c, (C10) so attached that the 
su rcharge read up. At the left-bottom of the envelope face was a genuine P ounds cachet 
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Fog. 3 . The cover given to Sr. Ustaroz by Mr. Pounds. The arrow points to the copy of the 
very rare Black Honduras !Sanabria No. 14, Scott C 121. Courtesy of The Philatelic 
Foundation. 

and at the right-bottom was a circular cancella tion of Puerto Corte. dated ~I ar 8, 19r. 
All the st11111f!s wrrt' 1111cn11rel/ed n111/ the t'flf•rlo/u borr 110 111/drns of srll(/rr or ruipir11t. 

The Stamp Is Questioned 

Out of the clea r. on eptember 2.j., 1938, the discovery of a cove r ( Fig. 3) bearing a 
25c on 1oc, black surcharj?c, was announced on a radio broadcast from ::\ew York, Sta­
tion WEAF and the ;:\BC-Red I'\ erwork, under the auspices of the I'\ ational Federation 
of tamp Clubs. In the October 8, 1938 issue of "Stamps" newspaper an article written 
by Prescott H olden Thorp was titled, "The World 's Rarest Air ~Iail Stnmp", illus­
tratinJ? a cover cnptioned " Recently Discovered Cover Bearing ;:\eatly Tied-on "Black" 
Honduras tamp ( Scott :'\ o . .j.IOC)." This article is quoted : 

' 'Ask any well informed collector to name the world's rarest and most valuable 
air mail stamp and the chances arc he would answer "the ' red' H onduras"-meaninit 
the five centavo light blue of 192- surcharged in red "Aero Correo" {Cat. ~ o • 
.j.02d). 

" But he ,,·ould be wrong. 
"The rarest air mail stamp, indeed, one of the top ranking stamps of all time, is 

not the ' red ' but the 'black ' Honduras, the 25c on 1oc dark blue stamp of the first 
issue surcharged in black (Cat. Scott ~o . .i.1oc), Airmnil Cat. ;:\o. 15. 

"There are eight copies known to exist of the red surcharged stamp. all un­
u ed. Because they were known to have been purchased at the Post Office the 
STA ' DARD CATALOGUE OF AIR POST STA~IPS, when published by the 
Scott Stamp & Coin Co., carried a statement by the late John K . Luff which read: 
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" In the fir t group of surcharge , there were two trial printings; the 5c light 
blue surcharge in red, and the 1oc dull blue su rcharged '25' in black. Of the former 
at least one sheet was sent to a post office and sold there. The latter is not known 
to have been put in use." 

" In accordance with this thought the Air Post catalog while publisheJ by the 
Scott Company listed the red surcharge {:\o. {Old) but did not list the black "25" 
su rcharge on the 1oc dark blue stamp. 

":\ow there comes to light a cover, Aown from Tegucigalpa to Puerto Cortez 
in Yl ay, 1925, and among the several stamps used to pay the necessary postage. neatly 
tied on, is one of the black "25" on I OC blue stamps! 

"When shown to the cott Company the last douht which existed was removed 
and the so-called " trial printing" was given its rightful place in the catalog being 
as igned number { 1oc in the current edition of the Standard Postage Scamp Catalog. 

{This is a major listinJ?. the prefixed letter was used so as not to disturb the existing 
numbers previously assigned to H ondura air po t stamp ). 

"And how many of the e "black" (the stamp is destined to be known by this 
obrique). Honduras air post stamps are known to exist? 

"E:1.actly two! 

" One. an unused copy which repose• in the collection that won a Grand Award 
at the Tl PEX in 1936. 

"The other, a u ed copy tied on cover which ha. recently been discovered. In 
the writer's opinion the copy on cover is the most important and desirable philatelic 
piece ever discovered. ntil its existence became known experts would always have 
held divided opinion on the subject of "trial printin1t5" of this issue. The cover is in­
disputable evidence that this stamp was issued, and, what is more, was actually used 
in the service for which it was is ued. 

Ponder what would happen if a IC British Guiana were to be discovered 
tied on cover and you will begin to appreciate the reason why the announcement of 
the "black" Honduras cover has electrified the air mail collector's world. 

"A new and brilliant tar has been added to the diadem sb proudl~ displayed by 
Air :\1 ail Ph ilately." 

(Editor's :"\ote: The announcement of the discovery of thi copy of the "Black" 
H onduras was first made on the broadcast of the :" ational Federation of tamp 
C lubs over Station W'EAF and the :'\BC-Red N' ctwork, on aturday, September 
2{, 1938.) 

The cott Stamp & Coin Company, shortly after the publication of the above article 
in "Stamps", received a letter dated :\ovember , 1938, from Sr. stariz, then in Ham­
mond. Louisiana: 

"On my return from Paris, having arrived in your city on the '.'.'\ormandie', 
eptember 26, I reached ::'\ ew Orleans on the 30th of the same month. During my 
tay here l met a friend of mine livin(! there and who is a collector and he handed 

me the magazine of philately. "Stamps" issued on October 8, 1938, that ha interested 
me very much. Please take note of the contents of the enclosed copy of your original 
letter dated April 30. 1930, si!?"ed by the late John X. Luff and let me know, if you 
please, what you have to say about the 'World 's Rarest Air i\Iail Stamp' mailed 
from Tegucigalpa, to ''horn .... in Puerto Cortes?" 

On :'\ovember q . 1938, ~fr. Hugh i\l. Clark, for the Scott Publications, Inc., 
wrote Sr. Ustariz: 

20 

"Your letter of :\ov. 5th has been received. I had not read the article by i\lr. 
Thorp in the Oct. 8th issue of "Stamps i\ l agazine" but have done so since your 
letter arrived. 
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I take it you question the statu of this 25 cent on tOC Honduras air mail that 
has been Ii ted by me as ~ o .. poc in the Catalogue and it would appear from l\lfr. 
Luff', letter to you dated April 30, 1930, that he also questioned it. \Vhen these 
were submitted to me recently I felt their regularity had been satisfactorily proven, 
but would be j!lad co be corrected if you feel I have made an error in listing ... " 

On ;\ ovember 20, t 9381 r. 
:'.\cw York: 

scariz wrote Thorp, care of "Scamps ;\lagazine," 

" Referring co your article published in ·· tamps" magazine of October 8, 1938, 
relatinj! to airmail stamp-the rarest in the world- [ am so rry to inform you but it 
is all a ' fake', a I have the necessa ry proofs to confirm what l say." 

On ::'.\ ovember 23, 1938. Thorp rrplied co Sr. C,;stariz but I have no COP)' of this 
letter. However, scariz answered Thorp on :'\ovember 29, 1938, from ' ew Orleans: 

··Your letter of :'\ov. 23rd jut reached me here this morning. 

" I expect to be in you r city about the 1 oth of next month and will give you all 
the information about that famous cover. ln the meantime please take note of the 
copy of original letter that I received from .\Ir. Hugh .\[. Clark o f the cott Publi­
ca tion Inc. T he o riginal cover belonged to me as well a the 25cts. on 10 cts. blue, 
but it is not in the way I sold it. as fa r as all the s tamps on it, omc were added to 
ir la ter and they made a 'mess' of it." 

On December 3, 1938. Thorp wrote to r. Usta riz making an appointment to meer 
him in :'\cw York. Sr. C,;scariz describes the meeting in an article he wrote for the 
'\ovembcr 19.p-Januar} 19.p " Revisca Filatelica Cencroamericana" published in Guate­
mala. ns fo llows: 

'" \ Ve met in :'\e\\ York early in the month of December, ome three week later. 
An appointment was a rranged and a meeting held between .\I r. Thorp, .\ [ r. Emil 
Breuchig and myself at Breuchig'~ office, Room 6 10, 522 Fifth Avenue. I e~plained 
co these j!cntlemen the erroneous remarks in the "S tamps' a rticle with respect co the 
stamp. and that it lacked value philatelically according to ;\ l r. Luff's letter of April 30, 
1930. .\ I r. Tho rp then arranged an appointment with .\lr. Clark at his office, 
1 \Vest ~7 th Street, and here I repeated what I had stated in Breuchii:' presence, 
plendinJ? with .\Ir. C lark in the hope that m)' rema rks would induce him to correct 
the mistake." 

De pite t; tariz' pleading, it appears that neither C lark nor Breuchig took any 
action, and so the matter rested. 

On October 27. 1939. the collection of Dr. P . G. Cole was sold at auction by Fred 
\ V. Kes ler. Quoring from a resume of the sa le, as repo rted in the scamp paper~. it read : 

"One of the two known mint copies of the Honduras 25 centavos on 10 cent 
dark blue air mail tamp of 19r was old for $5,300 to the Economist Stamp Com­
pany at rhe concludini: sale of the famous airmail collection of Dr. Philip G. Cole of 
Tarrytown, ~. Y .... at the Collector Club of :\'ew York . .. The air tamps of 
H ouduras proved the stella r attractions in the competitive bidding by collectors and 
dealers ... " 

"The American ;\] aj?az ine" of July, 19~ 1 . contained a story by Emil Breuchig, 
"A FORTU::'.\E I:'\ THE .\JAIL" which stated: 

" One of the most preciou stamps in the world to-day is the 'Black H onduras', an1 
airmail printed in 1925 and currently quoted at $151000.00." 

A uo Phi/nit /isl ,/ nnnls 



HONDURilS 

On June 26, 19.p , Sr. stariz, now at Puerto Cortes, wrote :\Ir. Clark of Scott 
Publications, Inc.: 

" I have just read in 'the American :\l agazine' for the month of July, the very 
interesting article, 'A Fortune In The ~lail s' by :.\Jr. Emil Breuchig. You know 
the proverb, ' H e who laughs last. laughs best.' From the time of my return here, 
L have been busy gathering material , proof , etc .... ' for the booklet that l am 
going to have printed in Guatemala City, telling the whole truth about the famous 
AIR:.\ l A!L issue of Honduras 192-. Thoe 9,000,000 collectors will surelr get the 
surprise of their lives, as well as the other millions of Latin Americans, when they 
know how they have been duped. 1 am enclosing )'OU 2 photos of :.\Ir. Luff\ letter 
that he wrote me April 30, 1930 .... You shall very likely rnke your vacation some­
time this coming month. I think it would be very convenient for you to take a little 
trip to Guatemala City, if you have not done so before l intend to tak:e residence 
over there ne't month and will send you my addres ." 

On July 10, 19.p, r. "stariz wrote to :\lr. Clark in Spanish, which l translate as: 

" I confirm m)• letter from Puerto Cortes of June 26th last. I do not care to 
go into details on the subject of the tamp to which l made reference. A I stnted 
in my previou letter. I have all the proof necessary on the subject to shO\\. the entire 
transactions and th at those connected therewith did not act in good faith. For this 
reason, I kept :.\Ir. Luff's letter. Based on the quotation in 1•our catalogue, I expect 
that to be, for the time being, the value to place on the stamp, namely $151000.00. 

This stamp is, moreover, my proper[}-. and is valueless, as you well know, without 
my opinion as to its J?enuinenes , and with that not withheld to increa e it value 
from day to day, L. for this reason would be agreeable to make a settlement as fol­
low : That the one now in po ession of this stamp par me $1.-00.00 by the 31 t of 
this month to terminate this matter to my satisfaction, otherwise I shall be obliged 
to resort to the means indicated in my letter of June 261 19+1." 

\Vich no reply forthcominl? from Clark co the above letter, Sr. stariz authored an 
article for the "Rcvista Filatelica Centroamericana", the official magazine of the Guate­
mala Philatelic Society. in the issues of August-October 19.p and :\ ovember 19+1-J anuary 
19+2· Thi story, titled, "THE TR TH 'O:'\CERNl:\G THE 1925 AIR :\IAIL 
OF HO:\ D"CRA " is \nitten in Spani h and is so lenJ?thy that only hi important com­
ments relevant to the 2-c on 1oc, (C12) will be J?iven here. Usrariz concluded that 
inasmuch as i\ Ir. Luff never catalogued the 2-c on 1oc variety during his lifetime, it is 
not a genuinely issued stamp ; that the cover illustrated in "Stamps" magazine of October 
8, 1938, is a fraud and should not be the basi of proof for Clark's acceptance of C12 
as an issued variety. T o confirm his opinion regarding the illegitimaq• of the cover he 
stated: 

1. It show no address of ender or recipient. 

2. There is no cancellation indicating from whence it was sent. 

3. The reJ?ular postage stamps arc of an issue that was invalidated m 192+, the 
year prior to that of the air se rvice. 

The entire account is a scathinj? denunciation of the Scott Company and "i\ I r. Clark, 
demanding chat the listing of the 25c on 1oc variety be withdrawn from the catalogue. 

The Aftermath 

Despite the accusations and denouements of Sr. Usrariz, the 25c on 1oc dark blue, 
black surcharge variety continues to be listed by both the Scott and Sanabria catalogues. 
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H ere is its history in both catalogues. l\Iy rhanks to Henry '.\I. Goodkind who compiled 
this d:na from The Collecror C lub Library. 

No. 
Edition Scott Value Sanabria Issued Value• 

195+ C 12 none given q 2 $15,000.00 

1953 C 12 none given q 2•• $ 15,000.00 

1952 C12 none given 

1951 C 12 none given 

19 0 C12 none given q 2 $15,000.00 

19+9 C 12 none given 

19+8 C1 2 none given 15 2 $15,000.00 

19+7 C 12 none given 

19+6 C 12 none given 15 2 $15,000.00 

19+5 C 12 none given I - 2 $ 15,000.00 

19++ C12 $10,000.00 15 2 $15,000.00 

19+3 C 12 $ 10,000.00 15 2 $ 15,000.00 
19+2 C12 $ 10,000.00 15 2 $ 15,000.00 
19+1 C12 $ 10,000.00 15 2 $15,000.00 
19+0 C 12 none given 15 2 $ 15,000.00 
1939 +1 oc none given 15(+1oc) 12 none given 
1938 +1oc none given 15 12 $ 6,500.001'/&U 

1937 1ot listed 15 12 $ +.ooo.ooM& U 
1936 ~ot listed q 12 $ +,000.00 

Scort's fi rsr li sring in thei r regula r 1938 edition is proof that l\Ir. Clark decided to 
legitimatize the va riety in the spring of 1937, when that edition was being made up. l\Ir. 
Luff, though inactive, was yet living and doubtless aware of Clark's decision. l\I r. ' icolas 
Sanabria acquired the rights to " the Scott Air l\ l ail Catalogue" sometime around 1935 
and promptly listed the variety in his first ( 1936) edit ion. Foreign catalogues as Gibbons, 
Yvert. Champion, Silombra. and '.\lichel have never listed this stamp. 

Recent Information 

And so this chronicle reaches January 1953, when l\1 r. Goodkind and this writer, 
by coincidence. began to inqu ire into the st atus of this mysterious " Black" H ond uras 
rarity. 

Durinl? mid-J anua ry 1953 I wrote ;\Ir. Hugh ;\I. C lark fo r information about C1 2 
and received his reply by a letter of J anua ry 30: 

0 ':-\ ow as to that H onduras C 12 . . .. 1 well remember tha t Luff could not 
sat isfy himself that the thing was kosher bu t I do not remember the details as ro why. 
After Luff's death Sanabria and Breuchig yammered at me so much and so long and 
with so many letters and statements tha t I must have fel t convinced that it was 
worthy of lis ting, bur for the li fe of me I cannot recall the derails. I know that I 
never liked the thing nor did I feel at all happy about it .... I was under the 
impression th at the re was only one copy known, bur evidently I am wrong." 

Sea rchinl? for fu rthe r information, I wrote '.\Ir. F. W . Kessler on J anuary 27 and 
received thi reply, dared February 3, 1953: 

R egardinit the H onduras C 12. I understand that there are two copies in 
existence. One of them was owned by Dr. Cole and when I sold his collection it 

• Pricu arc mint unlcu morkcd i\I & U, mint end used. 
•• Indicates it1l icizcd in the catologs. 
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was purchased by Economist Stamp Company for i\1 r. Oscar Lichtenstein, who is 
till the owner of this stamp. Regarding the other copy, [ am now quoting from 

very vague recollections. The late Emil Breuchig had this tamp at one time, and if 
my mcmor}' serves me correctly, it was a used copy on a postcard or envelope. He 
showed it at that time to the late '.\Ir. Sanabria as well as myself. T understood that 
'.\Ir. Breuchig had sold this stamp ..... I remember that '.\Ir. Breuchig talked to 
'.\Ir. Clark. then president of the Scott Stamp Company, about this stamp and it 
was included in the catalog." 

. Re1tarding the copies of H onduras C3 and C12, both of these were 
purchased from ~ icolas anabria and sold to Dr. Cole." 

F rom the above two letters from i\I r. Kessler, we have proof that 1\-lr. Sanabria 
had sold him a C12 which undoubtedly was the Robinette copy. 

In response to several letters, '.\Ir. Prescott Holden Thorp replied to me on Feb­
ruary 9, 19 3: 

" ... 1 would advi e that both the "red' and 'black' Honduras came originally 
from the Scott Company. The "black" came from the Luff collection .... Some 
years later, after I had left the Scott Co., ~Ir. Breuchig acquired the "black" Hon­
duras from the Luff collection and at that time I wrote the article in Stamps which 
you have reference to. I do not know who purchased the stamp (it was on the cover 
shown in the article). so cannot help you on this score." 

Still sea rching, I wrote to '.\1 r. John W. '.\ icklin, fo rmerly with the Scott Company 
and a past editor of the Sanabria catalogue. He replied on February 7, 1953: 

"'The variety referred to C 12 was not included in the original lot I purchased 
from '.\!organ. That in itself should not be taken as a reAection on its status. 

In the post-Luff era there was a copy of the stamp, on cover, in the Scott ref­
erence collection for a time. J do not believe that this was the ' Ex-Cole' copy. It 
would be interesting to determine what sta te the copy now is in." 

o the C 12 was "on cover" in the Luff reference collection! This indicated that 
someone may have bought it in that condition. :'\icldin's remarks aroused my curiosity. 
'Vhen I wrote him again, he replied on February 26, 1953: 

"The story is just this: The stamp on the cover, was sold; it was later cleaned 
and regummed and sold as mint". 

To my mind, this would indicate that someone had removed the C12 from the cover, 
cleaned and regummed it. so that it could be sold to one who collected only mint stamps. 

And now back to Sr. tariz. Early in January 1953 1 wrote him, hoping, with my 
finger crossed, that he was still alive. It was a plea ant surpri e to receive his letter 
from Puerto Cortes. dated February 8, 19 3 written in panish: 

" I cannot go into detail at this time in reply to the questions in your letter as I 
am. at the moment. sick with a cold. 

" I send you, however, two photostats referring to the C 12 stamp. Indeed I 
have in my possession all proof necessary to judge the integrity of the Scott Stamp 
Company. 

P. S. Look at " tamps" magazine, issue of Oct. 8, 1938." 

The photostats were of the Luff letter of April 30, 1930. 
Promptly I replied to r. stariz, plied him with many questions and in answer 

received a letter dated ~larch 3, 1953: 
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Fig. 4. A photograph of Mr. Oscar R. Lichtenstein's stamp done scientifically to study the 
setting of the surcharge. Courtesy of The Philatelic Foundation. 

" ... The paraj!raph that refer to the one copy of C-12 I u11t to .\Ir. Luff in 
my lerrer of .\larch -, 1927; he did not rt" t11r11 it, and he did not pay for it. He said 
the stamp was a ' tentative issue' and th at it had no value. At the time J took his 
word for what he said abou t the stamp. I am sure the attached copy of article 
refe rs to the ale of the above mentioned tamp which was mine, which .\Ir. Luff 
never returned and kept without any right. H ow is it that in Scott's tamp catalog 
for 19-1 the above referred stamp i catalogued. but not priad.1 This in spi te of 
the fact that the stamp had been sold fo r $5,300 in October 28, 1939. 

·•1 am grateful for your information ... I would like to e;\tend my elf on the 
subject. but r am quite busy and get ting ready for a trip to Europe." 

r. ustariz enclosed a copy of the report on the Kes,(e r auction of Dr. ole' col­
lection. His as umption that the Ct 2 old at that auction was o riginally his, is incor­
rect. it beine the Robinette copy. The usrariz single had gone from Luff to the late 
.\Ir. Breuchig. who is alle{!:ed to have sold it, but it:. present owner hip is unknown. 

'L"nder date of April 20. 1953, I receh•ed this \\Ord from stariz: 

" f wish to inform you that I expect to be in :\ew York at the end of this month. 
And soon as I shall land. I "ill advise you." 

Then came a letter dated April 29, 19 3, written to me by ~Ir. Ped ro Parades, a 
nephew of lJ stariz. s tudying in :\ ew York. advising that .\Jr. lJ tari7 had just arrived 
in that cit~. wa~ rel?istered a t the H otel Croydon and that he would be pleased to ha\•e a 
per onal interview with me in regard to the matters about which we had corresponded. 

\\'ithout delay. l contacted L. tariz h~ phone. making an appointment for the morning 
of .\l ay '\th. v\·e met as arranged. and for the entire day pleasantly discussed H on<lura 
C12 and man} other matters of mutual interest. I found r. L'srariz interesting. intelli­
gent. and co-operative. H e is a man of some ~event} years of af!e. of slight . ta tu re. well 
tanned and health)-lookinf!. H e is well connected in Central America being on inti­
mate terms with many inAuencial persons there. including some of the president., and 
other hif!h l!:Overnment officials. 

The Explanation 

The sum and ubstance of m) conference with l,.;s tariz are important. He con­
firmed that he h:id met Pounds in Tej!ucigalpa during ~l:irch 1926 while on a "i it there 
:i. a f?UCst of President Pa7 Baraona. Pounds h:id a parcel addressed to his wife residing 
in Brooklyn, :\"e"· York. which he encru ted to l,.; - tariz to mail when he returned to 
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Puerto Cortes. In apprec1at1on of this, and for his hospitality during the air se rvice, 
Pounds gave Ustariz a souvenir gift of four airmail stamp and one envelope. The four 
stamps are those enumerated as such in C stariz's letter of ~ l arch 5, 1927, to ~Ir. Luff, 
and included the re on 1oc variety. The envelope was of white paper, g reenish inside 
and upon it face. in the top left-hand corner, were affixed two air mai l stamps. The 
one to the left wa a 2-c on 2oc variety {C13) , arrached o that it su rcharge reads 
upward. :'\ext to. and to the rij!ht of this C 13 stamp was a 2oc black "aero correo" 
{C6), so placed that it su rcharge read downward. A genuine Pounds cachet was 
impressed at the left borrom of the face. This was the condition of the cover when 

sta riz had received it from P ounds. 

\.\"hen "stariz returned to Puerto Cortes he added to the envelope a 2 c on Jc 
(C10) stamp. placing it next to and to the right of the already-arrached C6, so that its 
surcharge read upward. He then per•uaded the Postmaster at Puerto Co rtes to applr a 
circular cancell ation. dated ~1 a)• 8, 1925.• This em•elope, with the three uncancelled 
stamps, the Pounds cachet, and the P ue rto Cortes, ~lay 8, 1925, circular cancel was 
retained by stariz until it wa included in the lot of stamp that he sold to the cott 
Company through Paz Baraona, on Auj?ust ~. 1930. ( cc Fig. 3) 

l:pon reading the a rticle in " tamp~". issue of October 8, 1938, stariz immediately 
recognized his original envelope. though it had been considerably al tered. H e assumed, 
and cor rec tly so, that the C 12 which it now sported w;is the copy he had sent to Luff in 
1927. His act ion from that time on is a matter of record. 

Top of shee t 

-

35 

Fig. 5. Chart s howing how the complete sheet of 100 ( 10 x 1 Ol of the basic stamps were 
broken up for the "Aero Correo" surcharges. 

Conclusion 

H aving presented and commented upon the documentary phase of this study, now its 

• 1tariz claims this to be the fint day that mail was Ro" n lrom P uerto Cortes. 

26 J ulJ•, 1954-



CHILE 

technical aspect will be discussed. The known stamps, will be called (four in all.) 
a.) the Ustariz single, b. ) the l\I embrciio pair, and c.) the Robinette single. 

It i my studied opinion that the copy on cover, illust rated and discussed in " Stamps" 
of October 8, 1938, is the Ustariz single. I concur with l\Ir. Luff that the urchargc of 
this stamp is position ~o. 2 in the serring. Because of the indistinct photograph, l was 
unable to plate the basic stamp. 

Tiu P/1ilatt lic Fo1111dation kindly gave me a copy of the l\lembrciio pair photo as it 
appears in the Luff collection for my study. I agree with ~Ir. Luff, as he noted , that 
this horizontal pair bears su rchaq:~e positions ·o. 3 and ~o. +· In this instance, too, 
I was unable to plate the basic st amps due to the faded condition of the photograph. 
(See Fil?. 2.) 

Through the courtesy of the owner, ::\Ir. Osca r R. Lichtenstein, and Th e Philatelic 
F o11ndatio11 , 1 was presented with an enl arged clear photograph of the stamp ( Fig. +) 
1 believe was the Robinette ingle. I determined the surcharge to be position ~ o. 1 and 
plated the basic stamp as po it ion i\ o. 35 in the o riginal basic sheet of 100 subjects that 
were arranged 10 x 10. 

A careful examination of the su rcharge alignment of the above mentioned four 
stamps convince me tha t they arc numbers 1, 2 , 3, and + from the same horizontal strip. 
By applying Pounds' usual manne r of breaking up the original basic sheets of 100 before 
overprinting ( Fig. 5). I find that basic position No. 35 always appears in a block. of 12 

area. As Pounds and Snow never broke down these blocks of 12 into mailer com­
ponents prior to receivinJ! the urcharge, I feel sa tisfied that the aforementioned strip of 
four was the top line of such a block of 12 (+ x 3), and that a total of twelve stamps, 
at least, was made of this C12 va riety. 

ft ~eem immateria l whethe r the overprinting took place prior to o r during the C10 
su rchaq:!ing, the important considerat ions being; 1): that at least one block of 12 received 
the overprint: 2): that Pounds retained no less than three of the stamps, positions No. 21 

:-\ o. 3, and ::\ o. + of the ettinj?; and 3) : that the remaining stamps "went in with the 
rest" to the post offices, as stated by Sno\\. 

Therefore it is my conclusion that tl1l' 25c 011 rnr dark blitr, black surchargt variety 
of th t 1925 airmail issur of II 0111/uras is a gr11ui11t /J' issued stamp and as such is r11titltd 
to a rntafogut listing as a 111a1or 11 11111brr. \\'ho lmows, but somewhere, unheralded and 
po sibly unrecoJ!nized. reposes a cover '' hich saw actual air mail service in one of the 
historic 19r Rights. and is graced with a noHo-black " Black H ondura " (C12). 

CHILE 
Air Niail Issue of the Year 1927 

Br AL\ "A RO 130~ ILLA LARA 

( F r1u11 la Rrt•ista dr La ociolad :lrqt11ti11n Filntl'lirn, .\' ot•.-D rc. 1953, .\' o. 393. 
Rtpri11tnl hJ prr111issio11 (j/ tilt' aut /i(Jr. English Tra11slntio11 by Rirl/(lrd N. Cont.) 

"The only forgery type that exists of the first air erie (Testart)• i that made on 
the tamp called " Pro-Raza." orij?in a. follows: J ointlr with the stamp~ intended to com­
memorate the cen tenary c1f the hattle of ::\ l aipu (April -, 1918), there must have arrived 
at the T reasury Department an uriginnl die of this s tamp, one which has disappeared, for 
it i' not in their collection of die . 

The scamps, which ''ere not i sued , were app roved in 1927 for the fir t air mai l; bu t 

• Snnnbrin No1. 1·5, Scott C1·5. 
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previously, in 1925. The ori1?inal die, now vanished, was used to make a propaganda label, 
without value, in which several of the original legends were altered: "CORREOS" (re­
placed ) by "21 de :\IAYO," the value. " 10 CTS," by the date " 1925,'' and "CE -
TENARIO DE l\ IAIPO (sic)" by " PRO -RAZA." The dates 1818 and 1918 were 
ernsed. The original of these corrections is found in one of the matrices in the Treasury 
Department. 

By taking advantage of the similarity of the center and uf the colors, someone forged 
the Testart stamps on the PRO-RAZA stamps, with the result that by reason of the above 
detail no one can be said to be deceived. ~ evcrtheless, these fakes have circulated out­
side of Chile. The author acquired a supposed ~oc Te.start, unused, at a well known 
Ne\\ York auction house, an e~ample which was returned in a hurry." 

Thnnks to :\[r. Robert J. Lyon of Nicolas Sanabria Co., Inc. for calling the original 
Spanish article to our a ttention. 

THE AIRNIAIL BAG 
(U 111hr this hrnili11g n reg11/nr f ent11 re will br r1111 tc•itli rorrrspo11de11ct from ill embers. 
Xnmrs i11 /111/ u ·ill br 11uil 1111hss n routrnry rrq11rst is spuifird w li e11 n corrrspo11dent 
tL'ill be itlr11ti/it'd by i11itinls 011/y. .\' otlii11g 1111si911ed w ill be 11ud.) 

I was specially impressed by your Brazil article in " The Annals" on those mysterious 
holes in the Varig sheets. Frankly I can't feel that the explana tion they were put there to 
make the gummed sheets of s tamps lie fla t during overprinting holds water. Now and then 
a printer does punch a hole in a sheet for that reason, but it's because air is imprisoned under 
the sheet and will make trouble if it doesn ' t have an escape. But the perforations of a sheet 
of stamps would give trapped air plenty of vents. 

Overprinting stamps can be a mighty exasperating job. I can say that from the heart. 
for I've precancelled stamps m printing offices where I worked. But holes in a sheet of paper 
won' t help any. I know, for I've tried it. 

I know you don't accept the theory yourself, but just thought I'd add a bit on my 
own as one who has done so:ne printing. 

No, I have no theory on the whole business. Personally the idea that the holes were 
punched to eliminate errors sounds more tenable to me than any other. But I certainly hope 
your article brings out some definite fac ts. 

Wm. W . Wylie, Editor 
Western Stamp Collector 

I have just received the April "Annals", and would like to write more fully on very 
many points, but am again tied up by Ill ness. I am thus dictating this from the bedroom. 
I shall be very rushed when I return, so perhaps you will let me know if you would lik~ me to 
develop any of these themes later. 

p. l I 3 : l supplied most of the Australian covers to the late Dr. Cole . l also had 
various press references and also dropped propaganda leaflets re these publ icity fl ights. In 
add1t1on to local flights, the " Pals" aircraft also made a s tunt flight over the deserts of 
S. Australia , and. I think also a flight across the continent. I have never seen complete mint 
sheets of any of these stamps. 

The "Herald" stamps pictured on page 114 exist in two different printings: in brown 
and in blue, and both are known on covers but it is many years since I have seen any. I 
repeat that I can probably find dates, etc., of covers in my records. 

Francis J. Field. 
Sutton Coldfield, England 

CATALOG AND BOOK REVIEWS 
Sanabria Air Post Catalogue 1954-55 Edition 

The 195+-SS edition ol the anab ria :nalo!!ue ha appeared in ;\lay, 195~. Its 
price i~ 6.oo and the publisher• arc ='icola~ :urnbria & Co., Inc., of -21 Fifth Avenue. 
~c11 York 17, ~. Y. 
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The catalogue consist" of 5-1-0 pages, .j..j. more than the last edition. [ t lists and 
price air mail stamps, semi-officials, proofs and essays, de luxe presenta tion heets, as 
''ell as specimens. Air mail postal stationery and aerograms are also listed and priced. 
Among the other listings are the air rate stamps of Great Britain, its Colonies, and its 
Commonweal th of ::-\a ti on . 

In comparing this work with other air mail catalogue . its outstanding excellence 
and superiority becomes apparent. \ Vhile there are still some revisions and corrections 
to be made, they are becoming less and less apparent each year. The publishers welcome 
con tructive criticism to achieve this goal of near-perfection. 

The general price trend is decidedly upwards. :\!any more set have been priced on 
cover. We list below some of the changes in prices: 

The Graf Zeppelin set of the "nited States goes from $100. to $135., mint, and from 
,'So. to $9- .. used. All first day covers from :"\o. 1 to 20, except :\o. 19, have jumped 
quite sharply. ·o. 1 of Adelie Land goes from $5. to $10., on cover. :'\o. 21 , the 100 

Lira of Aegean t~lands, l?Oes from $1- to $20 .. on cover. t\o. 9 to 12 of Alaouites from 
$20. to $ 1-0. Angola ~ o. I from s2- to $3 . The first issue of Ar1?entine goes from 
$16. to $22. -o, mint, and, from $25. to $ o., on cover; '.'\ o. 39 of the same country, from 
S15. to $2-., both mint and used. In Australia, :"\o. 501 jumped from $25., mint, to $50., 
and from Sr. to Sr .. on cover; ~o. 02. f rom $1-. to '-1-5 .. mint, and from $25. to $55., 
on cover; '.'\ o. 503 goe up in the ame way. A new listing, ~ o. -o.i.. is priced at $100., 
mint, and $1-0., un cover. Au~tria ~o . .i.-6. from $5. to $15., on cove r. A new listing is 
13 \'arieties of Azerbaijan. is ued in 19.j..j.. and priced at 22-. , mint. Another new listing 
is the qa stamp of India, overprinted Kin1?dom of Bahawalpur. and priced at ~ oo., mint. 

an ad a :'\ o. 2 shows one of the few drops, going from $.i. .. mint and u ed. to $3.00 and 
$2.00. On the othe r hand, :'\o. 22, a 17c with perforated initials, 0 H I\ I , jumps from 

We 8peet·a/ize tn 

AMG 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 
T RIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 
Write for our price lists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND 1-ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK STlUIP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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$ 5., mint, to $17.50, mint and used. Canary Island :\o. I to 3. from $13.50 to $25.00; 
·o. 86. from $ 12.50 to $35. Chile Xo. 1 to 5, j ump from $320 to $500, mint. This 

trend continues throughout the entire catalogue. The :\icaragua R ailroad issues, :\o. 85 
to 89. and :\o. 90 to 9+. arc priced fo r the first time, on cover, at $+00. fo r each set. 
While these items are very scarce, it does not seem plausible to price them at this figure, 
while classics like the De Pinedo of New Foundland. on cove r, is priced at $6oo. and 
the Columbia stamp at $700. :'\icaragua No. 95 to 105, the Raza issue is more con­
servatively priced a t $200. on cover. The Airpost Weck commemo rat ives, Ko. 130 to 133, 
arc priced a t $ 100. on cover. These are, by no means, as scarce as the three othe r sets, 
and we feel they are priced too high. This last set is the only one priced used. The 
cataloguers have not priced the other three sets in used condition, as they a re extremely 
rare with genuine cancellations. 

In conclusion, we view the catalogue as an essential reference book for a ll acro­
philatelists, and we can a lso recommend it to iteneral collectors who include air mail 
stamps in their hobby. The future of ou r particular specialty is re-assu red when we 
have an excellent catalogue like Sanabria. (Stanier R . Rice). 

The Bull's EJ'e, a mimeographed pamphle1 issued by the Friend of Brazi lian Philately. 
A lfred J. H illel, Edito r, 9r W est End Ave, :\cw York 25, ' . Y. 

\ " ol. I. :'\ o. + of this specialty paper devoted to the stamps of Brazil will interest 
those collecting cmi-Official airmails because it feature a rticle is "The Air P ost tamps 
of the Condor yndica te". Collectors have been offered practically no background infor­
mation abou t these issues. The most authorita tive and comprehensive articles about the 
Condor and \ " arig Company' stamps come, of course, right from Brazil and obviously 
written in Po rtuj?uese. A mos t worthy contribu tion for the En1dish-language aero-phi­
latel ist would be fo r some ambitious person to translate these works into English. There­
fo re. the J!rea t attraction of this a rticle in "The Bull 's Eye" is that it is wr itten in 
EnJ?lisb. \ \"c believe that if any member wi 1 es to secure a copy of this article, a letter 
to :\ I r. H illel. the edito r, will receive a courteous anJ co-operative reply. 

The New York Chapter 
The famous philatelic photoj?rapher, Adrien Boutrelle. has been a longtime member 

of our orj?anizacion. H e \•i ited the Chapter ~o. 1 regul a r mcecinl? on :\l ay 27, 19·+ ac 
the Collectors Club. :'\ cw York. :'\. Y. nnd , of cou rse. brought along his came ra. The 
re~ul t was this photo. \\"e publish it , althouJ?h its only connection wi th nir mail stamps, 
i that e\·ery one sho\\ n collects them and the contented faces speak well for ou r specialty. 
Be~ide~. otl-c rs may wish to know \\hat some with kindred interests look like. so we hope 
that no one will find fault with this in a mal!azine devoted onl) to tamp . 

Sea ted front ro w, left to right : A. Scala, B. Fink, H. Seltzer, S. R. Rice, S. Rodvien. f. K1eferle, 
J. Hoffberg, H. Kraemer and L. L1v1ngston. 
Standing. I. to r.: L. Staub. F. Glanz. F. Bender, P. Silver, I. Seebacher. L. Sloan. Dr. Shrady. 
H. Holman, ) . Van de Wmdt. H. Freymer. R. N. Cone. H. M. Goodkind and J. J. Britt. 
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of good moral character, and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. 
Application for membership shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues on 
the basis of SS.CO per annum. 
Col!ector Members : 

Only Collectors are eligible for this class o f membership. 
Only Collector Members vote or hold office. 

Dealer Membe rs: 
Only Dealers are eligible for this class of membership. 
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Your check for annual dues must accompany this application. 
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JUDGE LEVIS MICHAEL STEPHENS 

• 
COL. HANS LAGERLOEF WILLIAM L. MOODY Ill 

• 
ARTHUR HIND PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 

• 
PALACE COLLECTIONS OF EGYPT 

• 
These and countless other great collections have been sold 
satisfactorily by the H. R. Harmer Organisation. 

Year by year the service and satisfaction afforded to buy­
ers and sellers alike by the H. R. Harmer Houses in New 
York, London and Sydney has resulted in more and more 
of the great collections coming to Harmer's. 

When you decide to sell bear in mind that what matters 
is the net result: We do not cut commissions but equally 
we do not cut service. 

Your collection will receive the utmost care and attention 
in its lotting by an experienced staff of experts. Recent 
thoroughness of examination has resulted in " sleepers" 
unknown to the owners being discovered, including four 
plate blocks of Presidential $1 with wmk. U. S. I. R., 
Cuatemala Air Post Quetsal bird omitted , Russia Air Post 
1923 wide " 5", etc. 

When the time comes, make sure your collection is sold 
by a specialist international Organisation , second to none . 

• 
D. R. DAHMER, In~. 
32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 
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•Complete 

• A~~urate 

Contains More Features Than ANY Other 

Publication Of Its Kind. 

1954-55 Edition now on sale. 

ORDER YOUR COPY . . . 

$6.00 including supplements . 

N. Y. City Residents Add 3°0 Sales Tax 
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