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What it means to you 

when we sell a Hawaii collection 

for $94,171 

THE results of our recent auction of the famous Admiral 
Frederic R. Harris collection of Hawaii far exceeded all 
expectations. They may, in fact, set a record for a country 
which has less than 100 major varieties. 

This was not luck. It was due to hard work . . . to de 
luxe auction catalogues that were quickly recognized as desir­
able reference works . . . to those all-important factors of 
know-how and timing . . . to extensive advertising and 
publicity that brought in bids and bidders from all over the 
world. 

And all these extras did not cost the seller one added 
penny ! They are all part of the special service you receive 
when you sell your stamps through Harmer, Rooke & Co. 

If you have stamps to sell, it will pay you to contact us. 
Your collection, whether it is a specialized, one-country study 
or a general collection, will receive the same careful attention. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36 
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• SPECIALISTS 
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POPULAR ALBUMS FOR YOUR COLLECTINC PLEASURE 

AMERICAN ALBUM FOR RECULAR 
POSTAL ISSUES ... ......... ..... ........ .. .. . $4.50 

Spaces for all regular issues from the first stamps 
of 1847 through the current presidential series, plus 
airmail , pos tage due, special delivery. Confederate 
states , duck stamps, etc. Omits the early "Special 
Printings," r e-issu es and limited printings, allowing 
every collector the opportunity of filling practically 
every space provided. ( 3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMP ALBUM ............. ... ... ... ...... $4.65 

Spaces for every Commemorative from the Columbian 
issue of 1893 through the last stamp of 1953. Sup­
plements are issu ed annually. Each page tells the 
stories of people a nd events that have made Ameri­
can history. (3 lbs . ) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1919 - 1937 ............................... ... $4.00 

Spaces for all Commemorative plate blocks from the 
Victory issu e of 1919, through the T erritorial series 
of 1937, a nd all Air Mail from 1918 through 1951. 
(3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1938 - 1953 ···· ···· ······ ···················· $4.25 

Spaces for all Regular and Commemorative stamps 
from the Presidentia l issu e of 1938 through the last 
stamp of 1953. Supplements a re issued each year. 
(3 lbs.) 

FIRST DAY COVER ALBUM ...... ...... $3.00 
Each page is a ttractively framed and decorated. The 
high quality sh eets prov ided will mount eighty covers. 
Th e binder is a three ring, black Morocco grain , 
quality Fabrikoid , s tamped in gold, and comes with 
a two color jacket (3 lbs . ) 

WORLD-WIDE STOCK BOOK ..... ....... $3.50 
With ten 8¥., " x 11" cloth reinforced stock sh eets, 
which will stor e hundreds of loose stamps. Every 
collector can use it for sorting, storing of duplicates, 
or a convenient way of carrying a large number of 
stamp s without mix ing. In a three ring black 
Morocco grain, Fabrikoid binder. A two color jacket 
lends attractiveness to your book. (3 lbs.) 

ALL PURPOSE QUADRILLED ALBUM .. $3.00 
Contains forty, high quality lightly quadrilled sheets, 
with boxed space at top, to put in name of country, 
for collectors who prefer to plan their own stamp 
a lbums. The binder is a three r ing, black Morocco 
grain, quality Fabr ikoid, and comes in a n attractive 
two color jacket. (3 lbs . ) 

STANDARD BINDER .. .... .................... $2.00 
Three ring, black Morocco grain, Fabrikoid binding, 
su itable for any type of collecting. (2 lbs.) 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN. - Beyond Delivery Area Add .35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Avai lable at These Leading Stamp Departments -

Marshall Field & Co m pany 
Collector's Stamps & Coins 
CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS 

Rich's Stam p & Coin Dept. 
ATLANTA 2, GEORGIA 

Kaufmann's Stamp & 
Coin Dept. 

PITTSBURGH, PENN. 

CIMBELS FAMOUS STAMP DEPARTMENTS 
33rd Street at Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

West Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee 3, Wis. 
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Co[[ectors Club Handbooks 
FHENCD MOROCCO 

The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pages ... . .... .. ... .. ..... ... . 62 Illustrations ... ... .... .... ...... .... Price $1 .50 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

61 Pages ......... ... .. .. ..... . .. 141 Illustrations ........ ... ...... ... .... Price $2.00 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
By 'Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pages · ·:··· ·················· 60 Illustrations ....... .. ....... .. .. ... . Price $1.50 

Cumulative Index Vols. 1 Thru 30 (1922-1951) 

COLLECTORS CLUB PDILA. TELIST 
Price $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF Al\IERICA 
The Two Cent Green Stan1p 

By Howard Lehman 

23 Pages ..... .. . .. .... . .. .... ... 4 1 Illustrations ............ ............ Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 
Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 

Price $ 2.00 

GRE E CE 

(Translation from KOHL'S Handbook ) 
Parts I . II and IV 

Price $2.00 Each 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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ASK FDR OUR AUCTION-SALE-CATALOGUE 

Sent free of charge to everybody 

seriously interested in rare stamps. 

Next 42nd Sale Will Be Held 

21 - 31 !}mutaluJ 1955 

in :JwUd1 
break-up of a General-Collection including 

specialized : Mexico and l:.ombardy-Venetia 

PHILIPPINES: the best collection ever sold 

by auction ! ! 

Brazil: over 500 Bull Eyes ! ! ! 
Air mail stamps. 

CORINPHILA Bahnhof strasse 7 6 ZURICH 

(Switzerland) 
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BRITISH COLONIAL 
Unused COMPLETE Sets 

Bahamas- 1942-# 116 to 129- 1/2p to £ 1 .............. $10.00 
Burma- l 94S- # 3S to S0- 1 p to l OR . . . . . . .. . .. ... ... .. . 2.50 
Burma- 1946- #Sl to 6S-3p to lOR .................... 4.50 
Cambia- 1922-27-# l 02 to l 24-1/2p to l Osh ........ 30.00 
Cambia-1938-46- # 132 to l 43-1hp to 1 Osh ........ S.00 
Crenada- 1 92 l -29- # 91 to l 1 2- 1/2 p to 1 Osh . . . . . . . . 12.50 
Crenada- 1934-# l 14 to l 23-1/2p to Ssh .. . .. . . .. ... 7 .00 
Jamaica- 1938-# 116 to l 28-1/2p to 1 Osh ............ 4.00 
Kenya & Uganda-1938-42- # 63 to 7S- l c to £ l .. 7.2S 
Malta- 1938-43- # 191 to 20S-14p to l Osh ........ S.00 
Nauru- 1924-37- # 17 to 30-1/2p to 1 Osh ............ 4.00 
Newfoundland- 1919-# l lS to 126- lc to 36c .... 14.00 
Newfoundland- 1928- # l 4S to l S9- l c to 30c .... 7.50 
Newfoundland- 1929-31 - # 163 to 171 - l c to 20c 7.50 
Newfoundland- 1931-37- # 183 to 199- 1 c to 48c l 0.00 
Newfoundland- 1937- # 233 to 243- l c to 48c ... . 3.50 
Newfoundland- 1933- # C 13 to C 17- Sc to 7Sc.. .. 18.00 
New Zealand- l 93 l -3S- # C l to C8- 1 p to 7p .... .. l 0.00 
Nigeria- 1921-33- # 18 to 32- 1/2p to l Osh .. ...... .. 8.50 
Nigeria- l938-4l - # S3 to 64-11~ p to Ssh.. ............ 7.7S 
North Borneo-1947- # 223 to 237- l c to $S ........ 4.00 
North Borneo- 19SO- # 244 to 2S8- 1 c to $1 0 .. . . . . 7.50 
Nyassaland- 1913-18- # 12 to 23-V2p to £ l .......... 17.50 
Nyassaland- 1938-44-# S4 to 67-1/zp to £1 ........ 12.00 
Papua- 1929-41 - # C l to Cl S- 2p to l sh6p .. ........ l 0 .00 
St. Vincent- 1937-47-# 141to1Sl-1hp to £1 ... ... 10.00 
Seychelles- 1938-41 - # l 2S to l 48- 2c to SR ........ 30.00 
Sierre Leone- 1921 -27-# 122 to l 37- 1hp to 1 Osh 8.50 
Sudan- 1941 - # 63 to 78- 1 m to 20pi . .. ... . .. . . . . . . .. ... 20.00 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
£ 87. NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 38, N. Y. £ 
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Editorials 

Philately's Neglect 
Contai ned within a rather recent decision 

of the United States Supreme Court was the 
following :-"Long experience h as demon­
strated th at th e welfare of democracy h as 
rested upon th e freedom of its citizens to 
eva lu ate its in stitutions critically and in a 
g reat measu re on th eir interest in doing so." 

Phil ately in America for all its charm, 
progress and wide appeal ev idences one ser­
ious weakness, which has to our knowledge 
never been aired either because most col­
lectors do not r ecognize thi s fault; or we a re 
co mplacent about trying to solve the prob­
lem. In ou r op inion, phil ately deserves cen­
su re because of its almost total neglect of its 
scholarship and schola rs. 

This fault within our hobby becomes all 
th e more gla ring when we co nt ras t the grow­
ing trend in a rts, science, medicine, industry, 
agricu lture and education to underwrite th e 
pursuit of kn owledge and its dissemin ation. 

If one depreciates th e need and importance 
of knowledge and resea rch, we see no purpose 
in trying to convince such short-sighted peo­
ple. But as an ardent philatelist and in a po­
sition to sample th e opinion of a large seg­
ment of st amp collectors, we would declare 
th a t without doubt most of us wan t and 
anticip ate th e ready avail abi lity of good, 
sou nd philateLlc knowledge . In a field where 
money is exchanged solely upon an individu­
al's wa rranty, uninformed phil atelic buye rs 
a re not only liable to deception , but after the 
d iscovery of their sor ry purchase, many spu rn 
phil ately for good. Although the case for 
philatelic knowledge is a strong one, we see 
no need to plead its cause a t fur ther length. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII,
Instead let us examine th e state of phila­
telic knowl edge and research as it exists in 
this country today. There are no philatelic 
fellowships , no g rants or schola r ships, no 
funds for th e und erwri ting of publications 
nor suppor t for lib ra ries. There a re many 
philatelic o rganizations in America, some 
boasting a so und financ ial condi ti on. But 
not one of them, The Collectors Club in­
cluded , has eve r given se rious co nsideration 
to und erwriting and in suring a proper pro­
duction of philatelic knowledge. 

Look a t th e plight of our handful of schol­
a rs. They a re expected to spend time and 
fund s in ferretti ng out phila telic data without 
even a fa int hope of repayment for moneta ry 
outlays, to say nothing of some financial re­
munerat io n. Consequently, only two types of 
philatelists can devote th emselves to research 
and study. One is a person w ith ind ependent 
means. Such people a re so few th at present­
day philately can co unt th em on th e fi ngers 
of one hand. The other type is th a t a rd ent 
philatelist who is driven to seek ou t phil atelic 
knowled ge while un able to maintai n a decent 
stand ard of living even on a most mod est 
scale. 

For inst ance, one has spent years in th e 
study of postage st amps. Outsid e of buying 
and sell ing stamps as a commercial dealer, 
how else can one capitalize on his know l­
edge? The sad but true answer is-one can­
not! Th e fie ld of philatelic writing is bank­
rupt . The only reward in this work is per­
sonal glory, which obviously few can affo rd 
to indulge in, whi le others regard this as al­
most wo rthless. 

Five important philatelic resea rch projects 
rel a ting to important phases of United States 
st amps have rema i:ned untouched simply be-
 NO. 6 



EDITORIALS 
cause no one has been able to tackle them. 
The solution is not difficult to accomplish nor 
would it require large sums of money. But 
these problems with their a rchives will re­
-main unsolved until the time that some in­
stitution or individual will delegate a compe­
tent philatelic student to do this work. The 
requirements a re not grandiose or cos tly. 
The student will h ave to be assured of hi s 
ability to buy only life 's necessities w hile 
working on a project. Then th e publication 
of this research w ill have to be underwritten. 
Who w ill benefit? The scholar? Io, every 
single person collecting U nited States stamps 
because some of our more basic problems will 
h ave been solved. 

The philatelic fac ts and records a re in pub­
lic lib rar ies, mu seums and oth er simi lar in sti ­
tutes. \Ve kn ow th at. But who can afford 
the tim e and labo r to ge t at th em, record 
th em, prepare th em and then publish them? 
Also we know some philatelic scholars anx­
ious to perform and ably fitted for this work, 
but th ey can not afford th e sacrifice . In fact, 
th ey are in debt from work done during the 
las t few years on oth er ph il atelic studies. 

W e must confess th at our blood boils eve ry 
time we read abou t th e bestowal of anoth er 
philatelic kudo. What benefit is th ere to 
American philately when a Philatelic Society 
gives its ex -pres id en t a beautiful si lver plaque 
for merito rious services? Total the cost of 
all th ese society awa rd s. It would go a long 
way to underwriting an important unpub­
lished phil atelic study on some of th e early 
issues of the United States. 

Those, w ho follow phil a tely th rough its 
press, know of its problems caused by count­
erfeiting, reprinting and imitating. The fin­
est Federal police force has not rid us of this 
menace. It shall be with philately always un­
til the time when the mass of collectors a re 
better informed. So if we all continue with 
this complete indifference to the maintenance 
of adequate philatelic knowledge and re­
search, we are assured of contending against 
the evils of counterfeitor and faker just as 
long. 

This country is slowly awakening to the 
solution of its crime problem, which is not 
the building of more prisons, but a practical 
campaign of crime prevention. If so many 
collecting stamps will continue to have noth­
ing but a superficial knowledge about phi-
288 THE COLL
l ately, one cannot expect phil atelic crimes to 
stop . Therefore, the need for more and bet­
te r philatelic knowledge and rese arch plus its 
more widespread use is most essential. But 
not one leading collectors' society o r a deal­
ers' associa tion has moved a finger to create 
a fellowship or abet the spread of philatelic 
knowledge. 

Some of ou r g reatest philatelic authorities 
had been stamp dealers by profession. This 
is equ ally true today. It would be a won­
derful asset for all philately if a group of 
the more successful stamp fir ms got togeth er 
and created a fund named as a memori al to 
one of th eir grea ts. Such a fund could be 
given to a living dealer to have his great 
store of knowledge and r ecords made perma­
nent. In a sim il a r sense, thi s C lub created an 
annu al award to honor a great philatelic 
patron in America, but yet phil a telic schol­
arship and research derives small benefit from 
it. This C lub should memorialize at least 
one other of the g reat American •coll ectors 
and create a fellowship in his name to be 
used for basic research problems in dire need 
of solution. 

This need for philatelic scholarship fi rst 
h as to become better known . One edito ri al 
in th e CO LLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST will not 
do this. An education al campaign from many 
qu a rte rs must ge t under way. After philat­
elists h ave become convinced of th e many 
wholesome benefits accru ing to phil ately from 
more suppo rt for r esearch and study, the · 
raising of th e necessa ry funds will fo llow 
with a reasonable success . But if we all si t 
around and do nothing, then philatelic schol­
arship and our scholars wi ll continue to 
starve, while all the evils ex isting wi thin 
stamp collecting continue causing us much 
financial loss every yea r , in addition to driving 
many disillu sioned people away from our 
hobby. It is our opinion that th ere a re 
enough a rdent and enthusiastic st amp col­
lectors and dealers, who when cognizant of 
the present neglect of philatelic resea rch and 
consequently aware of the important need for 
far more schol a rship, will rise to the occa­
sion by creating fund s necessary for this most 
essential work. Let us all stop neglecting 
philatelic schola rship and abusing the few 
scholars within our ranks. Instead , we must 
support them, their work and encourage 
many more to participate in this field. It is 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIll , NO. 6 



EDITORIALS 
our v1s10n th at th e first philatelic fellowship 
will come from 22 East 35th Street , New 
York , N. Y. The result from this will be 
the publication of important archives rel a t­
ing to United Sta tes stamps th a t h as laid un­
known since th e day th e st amps were issued. 
(H. M. G.) 

Postage Stamps For Collectors 
There has been recently consid er able dis­

cussion in th e British phila telic press rega rd­
ing spurious labels posing as post age st amps. 
T hese rema rks bring again to th e fo refront 
a need fo r clea r cla rificati on of the concept of 
st amp coll ecting. There are as m any kind s of 
stamp coll ecting as th e re a re coll ecto rs, for 
each indi vid ua l has a definite idea of wh at 
appeals to him and what should be included 
in his own coll ection. This is na tura l and 
should not be subj ect to criticism or to dicta­
tion by any auth ority. 

H oweve r, when an individu al decid es th at 
he is going to coll ect post age stamps, he runs 
into a somewh at confu sing diffe rentiation . 
Th e posta l histo ri an defines a post age stamp 
as any ma rking which indicates the prepay­
ment of th e post al fee. Thus hand struck 
stamps appli ed directly to th e letter are tech ­
nically co nsid e red post age st amps. The gen­
e ral run of co llecto rs, however, usually ig­
nore thi s ph ase of stamp co ll ecting and con­
centrate on th e adh esive post age stamp. So, 
the adh es ive post age st amp is a bit of paper 
affi xed to a lette r to indicate th a t th e post al 
fee has been prepa id . N ow the question 
arises as to wh at constitutes a valid adhesive 
postage stamp ; th at is, wh at kind of adhesive 
post age stamp properly belongs in a postage 
stamp collection? 

A valid adh esive postage stamp is on e that 
w as recognized for th e regular prepayment 
of postage in th e territory f or w hich it was 
issued. It may be collected either unused or 
used depending upon the individual prefer­
ence of the collector. It m ay be demonetized 
after the passage of time, but this does not 
destroy its validity as a collectable item. Thus 
w e can see that th ere is a marked line of 
distinction between the collectable adh esive 
and th e spurious label posing as a postage 
stamp. The valid postage stamp does not 
necessarily need to have been prepared for 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlll
that purpose. It could be a revenue stamp 
which has been iss ued primarily for the pur­
pose of collecting a tax. But if the revenue 
stamp has later been specifically authorized 
for use as a postage stamp, it is a valid postal 
adhesive. Also if the revenue stamp has been 
all owed to be used for prepayment of postal 
fees w ith out specific authoriz ation but w ith 
th e t ac it consent of the governing authority, 
it also becomes a valid adhesive postage 
stamp. Thu s w e see th at th e main considera­
ti on is w heth er th e stamp w as available for 
and ac tually served for th e prepaym ent of th e 
pos tal f ees in th e territory f or w hich it was 
int ended. 

E qu ally it becomes quite evident that any 
so-call ed stamp th at was not avail able for 
postal purposes in th e territory for which it 
was intended is not a vali d adh es ive post age 
stamp from th e point of vi ew of th e collector. 
One must al so rega rd th e post al use. A 
label has been affi xe d to a letter , posted in 
th e customa ry mann er and th en gone through 
the mails. This w as ill egal, h avin g passed 
thro uj:!h th e mail through oversight. Thus 
one or two in stances does not prove th e rule. 
A regul a r use with out penalty qu alifies an 
adh es ive as a va lid post age st amp. 

It is not th e purpose of thi s editorial to 
lay down a law fo r th e collecto r, but r ather , 
to poi nt the way fo r th e coll ecto r to avoid 
se ::: u ring that which he does not intend to col­
lect. W e do not at tempt to dicta te to the 
individual, to say, "Thou shalt N ot", but 
r ather to provide a cl ear definiti on of the 
facts so th at the collecto r can decide for 
himself whether any specific st amp or stamps 
meet the crite ri a which he him self has es­
t ablished for his collection. We believe that 
the intelligent collector by th e rejection of 
the spurious items will cease to provide the 
economic stimulus for the production and 
sale of items th a t do not meet the definition 
of a valid postage stamp. This definition has 
been accepted by philatelists for more than a 
century. (H. D. S. H.) 

Exhibiting Is Different 
In a basic sense, there are two methods of 

collecting stamps. The first, and without 
doubt the most popular, is solely for oneself. 
A stamp collector is an introvert, some more 
, NO. 6 



EDITORIALS 
th an others. But when one collects for him­
self , he rules supreme. Philately is his emi­
nent domain. He is the dictator, so no one 
has the right to tell him what to collect or 
influence his style of collecting. 

The second method is totally different. 
Some collectors decide to become exhibition­
ists. They en ter their st amp collections in 
competition, display and speak on them be­
fo re local st amp clubs, in museums and other 
public places. What few realize is th at this 
changes the entire concept of philately. The 
individual no longer is the ruler , but instead 
must be guided by rules and regulations es­
tablished by others. This type of collector is 
asking others to rank his own collection in 
direct competition. In the course of the 
more th an roo-year history of stamp collect­
ing, certain standards for exhibition have be­
come estab lished. No one seeking to display 
his stamps on exhibition can defy these 
standards without suffering the consequences. 

The trouble is th at very few collectors 
comp reh end the change-ove r from an indi­
vidual collector for his own pleasu re to a 
philatelic exhibitor. Lacking a proper un­
derstanding, he becomes bewildered and con­
fused . That is w hy so many articles on 
"How to win Awards at Philatelic Exhibi­
tions" are written for his guidance. With 
an improper understanding, criticism and 
dissatisfaction are obvious consequences. A 
collector entering into exhibits must evalu­
ate his showmanship. Now he must please 
The Collecitors Inc~ 
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othe rs, subord in ating his own enj oyment. He 
is no longer th e ruling individual, but a mem­
ber of a group w hose t as tes, style and moods 
he must take into consideration. 

The decision as to how to tollect st amps 
sti ll remains an individual one. No one dic­
tates that a stamp collector must exhibi t. 
You decide for yourself whether you wish to 
collect for your own enjoyment or display for 
others. But if one chooses to exhibit, then 
he must understand all that is involved. 
Otherwise one certain ly will be disappointed, 
and perhaps fall into the common fault of 
accusing the Exhibition Committee and the 
Judges of being biased and unfair to him. 
Whereas actually the unenlightened exh ibitor 
is p rejudiced agai nst any group who seem to 
dictate to him. Too many exhibitors st ill 
labor under th e delusion that they can col lect 
what they wish, in any style or manner of 
their choos ing. Anyone failing to sha re his 
personal enjoyment is branded as narrow­
minded. This method of reasoning is what 
th e psychologist call s "projection". 

So each of us must ask himself : "Do I 
wish to collect stamps for myself, or for th e 
views and appraisals of others?" Make your 
own decision . But be clear, if you do wish 
to exhibit, that you understand what this will 
demand of you. Phi late lic exhibitions will be 
far more successful when each individual 
comp etitor understands th e relationship of his 
personal stamp collection to the community 
of philately upon display. (H. M. G.) 
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MIXED FRANKINGS 

Their Classif ication 

By E DWIN MUELLE R 
Introduction 

When we look th rough th e volumes of 
phil atelic magazines fr om yea rs pas t, r ath er 
frequently we fi nd discussions about m ixed 
/ran kings or their resu lt, the combinat ion 
covers, which a re cherished by cover collect­
ors and specialists . T he a rguments presented 
usually center upon the ques tion of w heth er 
the ter m "mixed franking" fo r a certain kind 
of combin ation is appropr iate or not. The 
adherents of a narrow as well as of a bro ad 
defi nition of the term neve r could agree and 
af ter decades of arguments, th ere still exists 
no accepted standa rd definition fo r a mixed 
franki ng. I t is su rpr ising th at wi th one ex­
cep tion no one ever has t ried to establish a 
wo rki ng system of classification fo r mixed 
£rankings, an un dertaking which wou ld h ave 
solved all prob lems and would have m ade 
fu r ther arguments unnecessary. The only 
attempt at a systemat ic approach to a classi­
ficat ion of the va r ious kinds of mixed frank­
ings was made in 1920-21 by a distinguished 
German philatelist, Consul General E. 
Heinz e, in a series of articles in "Deutsche 
B riefmarken-Zeitu ng" (Leipz ig), which in 
1921 also was pri nted as a brochure of 20 

pages and 5 plates.* That author, afte r 
scruti nizing the seven most important cover 
collect ions in Germany and us ing his own co l­
lection as a basis, was on the right t rack 
towa rd a system of classifica tion which wou ld 
h ave worked , but he all owed himself to be­
come involved in many ir relevant de tails; he 
th erefore fai led to provide us w ith a com­
plete classifica tion of mi xed fra nkings which 
would cove r all existing and all poss ible kind s. 
But th e sever al hundred examples of mixed 
£rankings descr ibed and the more th an a hun­
d red pictures which a re shown on th e plates 

* "M ischfra nkierung in alte r Zeit" by Consul Gen­
eral E. H einze, Leip z ig 192 r. 
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consti t ute a valu able contribution toward the 
solution of the problem. 

The difficulties of correct class ification of 
mixed £rankings frequ ently a re underesti­
mated. In many cases, a complete knowledge 
of th e post al r egul ations and post al treaties 
involved is necessary, as well as exact dat a 
abo ut th e post al r ates, v alidity and demoneti­
zati on of the specific iss ues; even correct in­
fo rm ation conce rning th e mail routes and 
th eir schedu les is of ten needed. W e doubt 
ve ry much th at those phila tel ists w ho argued 
wheth er a certa in franking was a " mixed 
frankin g" always we re aware of th is. We 
are quite sure th a t of ten they lacked th e 
knowledge about this da ta and th erefore it 
is not surp r ising that t he d ifferent points of 
view were based more upon intuition than 
upon fac ts. 

In t rying to provide a workable and com­
plete classification fo r the mixed fra nkings, 
we shall have to include any franking, which 
one could call , w ith more or less justi fica t ion, 
a mixed fra nking. T herefore, we wi ll have 
to consider the broadest possible poi nt of 
view. As a resu lt of this conside rat ion, for 
the pu rpose of this discussion, eve ry fran king 
of two or more stamps w hich. does uo t consist 
solely of copies of the same stamp is consid­
ered to be a mixed fra nk ing. T he collector, 
accord ing to hi s own opinion and t as te, may 
simply ignore any group in our class ifica tion, 
which he does not w ish to acce"pt as a "mixed 
franking" . 

In such a dive rsified fie ld as th a t of mixed 
£rankings, eve ry cl ass ifica tion must be fi t 
more or less loosely and must even be made 
fl ex ible to some extent. O th er w ise it may 
see m like a str aight jacket, into which all pos­
sible cases a re fo rced. 1 everth eless, it must 
be possible, provid ed all ci rcumstances a re 
kn own of how a mixed franking occurred, to 
ass ign eve ry combin ation cover to a specific 
group of the cl ass ification and only in those 
N O. 6 



MIXED FRANKINGS 
cases, where the circumstances which led to 
the specific kind of franking could not be as­
certained, a tentative classification or assign­
ment to two possible groups is permissible. 

The various factors which contribute to the 
c re ation of a mixed fr anking are in part so 
dissimilar th at it would be impossible to place 
them all in the same system. We think that 
it is necessa ry to consid er th e mixed £rank­
ings from two points of view, each providing 
a complete cl ass ifica tion in itself , by which all 
combination covers can be grouped. Every 
such cover will conform to one group in one 
cl ass ification, and also to one group in th e 
other classification. Only th e st anding of a 
combin ation in respect to both classifications 
will completely identify it. Each classifica­
tion , as st ated before, is complete in itself and 
embraces th e whole field of combination cov­
ers. One classification groups th em accord­
ing to th e time w hen th e various st amps were 
a ttached to the particul a r piece of mail, as 
well as their relation to tir e postage paid 
for it. The second classification considers 
only the kinds of stamps which were used 
to make up th e mixed fr anking in question. 
As the consid erations, by which these two 
classification systems a re es t ablished , h ave no 
direct connection with each oth er , no diffi­
culties will be encountered when investigat­
ing as to which group in each of th e two 
classifications a specific mixed frankin g be­
longs. W e have tested a very large number 
of combination covers of every possible kind 
and we believe th at with the combined 
classifications which we can es tablish for 
every mixed fr anking, we shall now h ave a 
basis for uniform terminology in the field of 
combination covers . 

On the classification, which considers the 
tim e at which the various stamps were affixed 
to a piece of mail and their purpose in rela­
tion to the postage paid, primarily depends 
the philatelic importance of a mixed frank­
ing. Three main groups, which in turn are 
divided into several sub-groups, can be estab­
lished according to these considerations: 

A. Initial Frankings: All stamps attached 
at time of mailing, together paying 
the necessary postage and fees . 

a. Regulation Frankings : Based upon 
specific postal regulations or treaties. 

b. Tolerated Frankings: Not based up-
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on regulations or treaties, but toler­
ated. 

c. Slip Frankings: Neither permitted 
nor tolera ted, but passed through the 
mai ls. 

rl. P seudo-Mixed Frankings: Some of 
th e stamps not recognized and their 
value not figured in the payment of 
postage. 

B. Fo rwarding Frankings: Some of th e 
stamps att ached a t time of mai ling, 
th e balance on the way to th e desti­
na tion but before reaching it, to­
ge th er paying th e necessary postage 
and fees. 

a. Postal Service Frank ings: Add itional 
st amps provided by th e original postal 
serv ice before delivery to th e for­
warding postal se rvice. 

b. Agent's Frankings: Additional st amps 
provided by a private fo rw arding 
agent a t a way point in tr ansit to th e 
des t ination. 

c. A ddress-Clr ange Frankings : Addition­
al st amps appli ed at th e or iginal des­
tin a tion, to pay necessa ry add itional 
postage for forwarding a piece of 
mail to an add ressee who h ad moved 
to anoth e r add ress. 

C. Du e Collecting Fran kings: All st amps 
attached at point of destination , or 
some st amps attached at time of mail­
ing, th e bal ance at the destination, 
toge th er paying the necessa ry postage 
and fees, in specific cases pl us a su r­
t ax lev ied on lette rs not fully pre­
paid. 

a. All-due F rankin gs : All st amps at­
t ached at point of destination. 

b. Part-du e Frankin gs: Some of the 
stamps a ttached at point of destina­
tion , in addition to stamps attached 
previously. 

The advocates of a narrow point of view in 
respect to mixed £rankings consider only 
groups Aa, Ab and Ac of the above classifi­
cation as " true" mixed £rankings. 

More diversified is the second cl ass ifica­
tion which groups the mixed £rankings accord­
ing to the kinds of stamps employed. There 
we have six separate groups, referring to the 
possible combinations of two kinds of stamps 
on the same piece of mail: 
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MI X ED FRANKIN GS 
I. Multiple Printing Frankings: Different 
printings of the same stamp. 

2 . jl1 ultiple D en omination Fran kings: Dif­
fe rent denominations of th e same issue. 

3. 1l1 ultiple C urrency F rankin gs: Stamps 
in different currencies used by th e same postal 
se rvice. 

4. k l ultiple I ssue F rankings: Different 
issues used by th e same postal se rvice. 

5. M ultiple Ca teg ory F rankings: Different 
catego ri es of st amps used by th e same postal 
se rvice . 

6. M ultiple Co untry Fran kin gs: Stamps 
used by d ifferent post al se rvices. 

As can be seen, th e difficulties of cl ass ifi ­
cation do not o rigin a te in thi s second group­
ing, beca use it is gener ally obvious w hich 
kinds of sta mps we re used fo r a mixed frank­
ing. T herefo re, questions which sometim es 
prove unanswe r able, turn up only w hen we 
t ry to ascer t ain th e t ime th e various st amps 
we re attached to a piece of mail and th eir 
ac tu al rela tion t o th e postage and fee s paid . 
It w ill be easy to classify a combin ation cover 
as belonging to group I or 3, but we sh all 
have freq uent doubts, if it belongs to g roup 
A or B o r even C. A scer t a ining a definite 
ass ignment to one of th e sub-groups w ill 
of ten necessita te a th orough inves tigation and 
study. T heo retically, the combin ation of ou r 
two classifica tions shou ld g ive eve ry mixed 
franking its proper standin g, but in pr act ice, 
it w ill often be difficul t to na r row down the 
possibi liti es and a r r ive at a defi nite end re­
su lt, which will enable us to make an ex­
ac t classificatio n. 

T he fou nding of the Un iversal P os t al 
Union , with the fi rst ge nera l postal treaty 
becomi ng effective Ju ly 1 , 1875, had a pro­
fou nd influence upon the frankin g of all 
mail. The effect on mixed fr anki ngs is es­
pecia ll y evident, because this new general 
treaty abolished mos t of the separate post al 
trea ties between the v arious cou ntr ies, mak­
ing it poss ible to pay postage in fu ll to all 
member co unt ries w ith the stamps of the 
sender co untry at the t ime of mai ling, doin g 
away w ith mos t occasions for a la rge varie ty 
of mixed fra nkings . T herefo re, the pe riod 
befo re 1875 provides not only w ith th e most 
colorful and interesting mixed fra nkings, but 
also w ith th e most kn otty problems in the 
fiel d. The period af te r 187 5-or when th e 
respective co untries became members of th e 
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U . P. U .-although also having its high­
lights of mixed fr ankings, presents few er 
problems to solve, because the regul ations of 
th e U. P. U. provide a re ady solution for 
mos t of th em. 

Both cl ass ifications a re valid for class ic, 
post-cl ass ic, as well as modern fr ankings but 
we will confine our discussions mainly to 
mi xed fr ankings of th e stamps before about 
1885 to avo id as much as possible philatelic­
ally inspired mixed fr ankings which became 
mor e and more numerous in la ter year s. But 
we w ill not hes itate to consider mixed frank­
ings even of modern times, when they oc­
curred as a result of special political conditions 
or post al r egul ations and a re bona fid e mixed 
fr ankings created without the intention of pro­
ducing " inte res ting" covers for th e st amp col­
lecto r. W e w ill proceed in our discussions 
on th e bas is of th e second cl ass ification and 
indicate by th e letters A , B o r C-if neces­
sary with th e appropri ate sub-letters-to 
which group, acco rding to our fi r st sys tem of 
classification, a mixed franking belongs. In 
qu ite a number of cases the re w ill be some 
doubt about th e correctness of such classifi ­
cati on, because a satisfactory expl anation w hy 
a specific franking was used and at w hich 
time th e various stamps we re a ttached to th e 
piece of mai l in ques tion cannot be given. 
No great d ifficulti es a ri se in cases of initi al 
mi xed fra nkings w hen all st amps of th e 
fra nking we re cancelled at th e place of mail­
ing w hich of course is concl usive proof th at 
th ey we re attached at th e ti me of m ail ing. 
But in many oth er cases, w here this was un­
doubtedly done, proof is r ath er di fficult, w hen 
some of th e st amps we re cancelled only l ater, 
in the cases of mult iple co untry frankings by 
a post office of the second post al serv ice in­
volved , as freq uently prov ided by the pe rt i­
nent pos t al r egula ti ons. In such cases, in t ri­
cate detec tive work must often be done to 
prove by circumstanti al evidence that the ad­
diti onal st amps were already on th e piece of 
mail a t th e time of mai ling. If th is is im­
poss ible, a posi t ive classification can not be 
achieved and the specific piece of mai l is con­
sidered as a doubtful init ial franking, pos­
sibly a fo r wa rding fra nk ing. In ex treme 
cases, th ere may be no pos it ive indication of 
how a mixed fr anking occurred o r where and 
why th e va rious st amps we re a ttached to a 
specific item. If we cannot fi nd any reason-
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MIXED FRANKING$ 
able explanation at all, we shall even have to 
forego a classifica tion as " probable" and con­
sider such an item to be a " mystery" mixed 
frankin g without assigning it to a specific 
group. 

A few additional r ema rks seem necessa ry 
before we sta rt on our way. It is a fact that 
political upheavals-war, occupation, revolu­
tion , changes of gove rnment and similar 
events-a re very conducive to th e creation of 
ce rtain kind s of mixed frankings and a great 
percentage of all £r ankings of this kind was 
c reated during such unstable periods. To 
evalu a te co rrectly some of th ese mixed frank­
ings, th erefore, not only all postal features 
and conditions must be investigated but also 
th e political cond itions und er which they oc­
curred. 

The difficulties of co rrect classification are 
increased by th e fac t that there are many 
combin a ti ons which co rrectly can be assigned 
to two or even three different groups. For 
exa mple, a mixed fr anking consisting of post­
age stam ps plus newspape r stamps of another 
issue and in a different currency, could be 
properly assigned to groups 3, 4 and 5 of 
ou r classification and we must choose th e 
most ou tstanding fe ature to ass ign it to one 
gro up. In our classification , it will usu ally 
be th e highest numbered group involved , in 
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th e present case g roup 5. Still more difficult­
ies may be posed in those cases where not 
two but three or even four different kinds of 
stamps were used for one franking. By the 
same system, we will assign such cases always 
to the highest numbered group to which they 
may be properly ass igned. 

It is not ou r intention to provide in this 
article a complete list of all existing and pos­
sible inst ances of mixed frankings-this 
wo uld fill a voluminous book, if such an am­
bitious un de rtaking ever could be accom­
plished. Only examples of such £rankings, 
compris111g a ll possible groups, and the cir­
cumstances wh ich led to th em, will be dis­
cussed and a number of combin ation covers 
pictured and analyzed. The collector who is 
interested in a single country o r group of 
co untries w ill have to do th e necessa ry addi­
tional research in his own field. 

1. Multiple Printing Frankings 
Frankings which consist of different print­

ings of th e same st amp, differing in type, 
shade, paper, perfor ation or oth er variations 
a re generally not common , especially as far 
as initi al £rankings are considered . They oc­
cu rred when eithe r the sender had accumu­
la ted during the years rem ainders of sev­
eral shee ts and decided to use them up or he 
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Due Collect in g Mult iple Printing Franking, one of the stamps (d ifferent shade) used to 
co llect postage due (CLASSIFICATION 1 Cb ) . Greece at that time used regular pos tage 
stamps to collect postage due, but on foreign mail only. Such use on domestic mail, as in this 
case , is unusual. 
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MIXED FRANKJNGS 
used th e last stamp of a previous purch ase 
plus th e first st amp of a new purchase of 
st amps for th e frankin g, both r ath er infre­
quent occurrences. More fr equent a re fo r­
wa rding frankin gs of this kind , alth ough even 
in th e pre-U. P . U. period most countries 
fo rwa rd ed domestic mail w ithout again re­
questing payment of post age. U nusual cases 
a re due £rankings w ith th e same stamps fro m 
differen t printi ngs, because only a few coun­
t ries used pos tage st amps as due st amps . As 
th ere is not complete agreement among phila­
telic students as to w hen a new "p rinting" of 
a stamp becomes a new " issue"-th e "b road" 
and " na r row" interpre t ations va ry g reatly­
one coll ecto r may consid er a combin ation 
cover still a mult iple printing fr anking, w hich 
anoth er may think is a multipl e issue fr ank­
ing. An add itional problem ari ses fro m acci­
denta l var iet ies, such as im pe r fo rate o r part 
pe rfo ra ted copies, inve rted centers o r ove r­
pr ints , doub le pri nts , etc., in combin at ion with 
the same no rmal st amp. Few non-phil atelic 
co mbin at ions of this kind exis t, but th ey mu st 
be conside red legitim ate multiple printing 
fra nkings, prov ided th e va ri ety cannot be 
fo un d in th e same sheet as th e norm al st amp 
w hich fac t would make it a sim ple multiple 
fr anking, incl uding one va riety of th e st amp. 

2. Multiple Denomination Frankings 
F rankings w hich consist of d iffe rent values 

of th e same issue are th e most common kind 
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of mixed £r ankings. They a re somewh at 
scarce r w hen th e combination consists not 
only of diffe rent values but if th ese also be­
long to diffe rent printings . It is also w ell 
kn own to specialists of every country, that 
th e combin a tions of different values are not of 
equ al r a rity, th at some combin ations are com­
mon, while oth ers a re scarce or r are. A 
special st atu s in th is group have th ose rare 
£rankings w hich contain all values of an 
issue. The r a rity increases w ith the number 
of denomin at ions of which an issue consists 
and we kn ow of no such £r ankings of cl ass ic 
iss ues of more th an six d ifferent valu es. Most 
sought aft er a re such £rankings w hich con­
t a in only one copy of each valu e and most of 
th em a re ve ry r a re or uniqu e. Of co urse, 
such "complete set" £r ankings a re phil ateli­
cally only interes tin g from th e pe riod before 
it became fashionable for phil a telic purposes 
to fr ank lette rs w ith complete sets. The l at­
ter are of no pa rt icul a r inte res t while the 
fo rmer a re prod ucts of r a re co incidences 
w ithout any phil atelic intent. 

Most multiple denomination £rankings a re 
initi al fr ankings, while fo rwa rding £rankings 
a re sca rce r and due collecting £rankin gs still 
much less frequent. 

3. Multiple Currency Frankings 
The re a re two kinds of fr ankings w hich 

consist of stamps of th e same postal se rvice, 
but of different currencies. One reason fo r 
(. ( / 
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Initial Multiple Denomination Franking, compl e te set used for postage (CLASSIFICA­
TION 2Aa ) . Such frankin gs with compl e te se t s of classic issues, especiall y with one copy 
of each va lue and in correct orde r, are extremely rare , as is th is probably unique letter. 
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Initial Multiple Currency Franking, Groschen plus Kreuze r s tamps (CLASSIFICATION 
3Ac ). Mainz , where t he lette r w as mail ed , was in the t e rritory of Ge rmany fo r w hich 
Kreuze r st amps w ere issued and the use of add it iona l Groschen stamps fo r the 9kr rate s lipped 
through . 

... -

t 

Initial Multiple Currency Franking , Kreu zer p lus So ldi stamps, a lso In itial Multiple Issue 
Frank ing, issues 1863 plus 1863-64 plus 1867 (CLASSIFICATION 3Ab + 4Aa ). T he 
s tamps in Soldi cu rrency w ere used unt il 1866 in Venetia and the use of a left ove r st amp 
in that currency in anothe r p rovince of Austr ia ( 1867 ) was to le rated. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE LI ST, VOL . XXX ll! , NO. 6 



MIXED FRANKIN G S 
th e concurrent use of stamps in different cur­
rencies was th e employment of different cur­
rencies in different parts of a country o r for 
different kinds of mail. Another reason was 
a change in the currency of a country, as a 
result of which a new issue in a different 
currency replaced the previous one, both is­
sues sometimes being valid concurrently dur­
ing a short t ransition period. Only th e former 
conditions lead to mix ed frankings which be­
long in thi s gro up while mixed fr ankings due 
to change of currency belong to th e mixed 
issues f rank ings. 

The examples belonging in this group a re 
not too numerous and most of th em occu rred 
in th e classic st amp period. Of th e cases in 
which different parts of a pos t al territory 
had different cu rrencies and th erefore need­
ed two kin ds of stamps, the most prominent 
one is Thurn and Taxis, w hich had st amps 
in Si lbergroschen for th e no rth e rn district 
and stamps in Kreuzer for th e sou thern dis­
trict, a policy which was continued first by 
Prussia, then by the North Germ an Con-
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federation and eventually by the German 
Empire, after they had taken over the Thurn 
and T axis postal territory. Another case 
was Austri a, which had Kreuzer stamps for 
its proper territory, where paper currency 
was valid, and Centesimi, later Soldi, stamps 
fo r th e province of Lombardy-Venetia, 
where only silver money circul ated. The use 
of Centesimi and Soldi stamps in Austria 
was permitted, while contrariwise that of 
Kreuzer stamps in Lombardy-Venetia was 
prohibited a few months after the introduc­
tion of st amps. J eve rtheless, cases of the 
la tter use a re much more common than of 
th e former, beca use of an agio of about I 5 % 
by which th e use rs of Kreuzer stamps in 
Lombard y-Venetia profited. But mixed 
frankings between stamps in th e two curren­
cies, either used in Austria proper or in Lom­
bardy-Venetia, a re almost equ ally r a re. Such 
mi xed frankings from th e T hurn and T axis 
te rritory a re still r a rer. By the way, the 
No rth German Confederation used in addi­
tion stamps in a third cu rrency, in Schilling, 
. 1. • 

Initial Multiple Currency Franking, Pence plus Paras stamps (CLASSIFICATION 3Ab ). 
The issues in Pence currency of the British Post Offices in Turkey were for printed matter 
parcels, etc., but their use on letters was tolerated . 
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Initial Multiple Issue Franking, Issues 1859 
plus 187 1 (CLASSIFICATION 4Aa ) . The 
general issues fo r the French Colonies were 
simultaneously valid for many years, here used 
on a letter from Reunion . 

for th e H amburg C ity mai l and combinations 
of Groschen plus Schilling stamps a re also 
known. Only a few postal se rvices had 
st amps in different currencies for different 
kind s of mail , th e most prominent of th em 
being two Old German States, Brunswick 
and H anover. Both fo r some tim e concur­
rentiy h ad st amps in Gu tegroschen for do­
mestic mail and in Silbergroschen for foreign 
THE COL
mail , but use of both kinds together on mail 
was tolerated and although generally scarce, 
can be found in various combin ations. Simi­
la r conditions ex isted in Bremen, where as ide 
from the stamps in Grote currency also a 
5 Silbe rgrosch en stamp for mail to Great 
Britain was used , which in sca rce cases exist s 
also in mi xed frankings wi th Grote st amps. 

Special currency conditions could also lead 
to th e issuance of stamps in two different 
currencies by th e same postal ad ministration. 
Good examples of thi s were th e foreign post 
offi ces in th e Turkish Empire, which con­
ducted a rate war fo r seve ral decades against 
each oth er and a lso against th e Turkish post­
al se rvice. One of th e dev ices used in this 
r ate war was th e reduction of ce rt ain rates 
by iss uing stamps in a somewhat infl ated cur­
rency in which one or the oth er r ate was a 
few percent cheape r. Some postal serv ices 
had stamps in different cur rencies for letter 
mai l, printed matte r and pa rcel post. These 
conditions a re the main r eason for th e issu­
ance of st amps in different cu rrencies by th e 
Austrian, French and Ge rm an, as well as th e 
B ri tish postal se rvice in the Turkish Empire, 
_, 
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Initial Multiple Issue Franking, Issues 1867 (Austria-Hungary ) plus 1871 (Hungary ) 

(CLASSIFICATION 4Aa ) . The 1867 issue of Austr ia was also the first issue of Hungary , 
because Austria and Hungary had independent postal administrati ons from 1867 which until 
l 8 71 used the same stamps. After introduction of stamps in special design in Hungary on 
May l, 1871, t he 1867 issue remained concurrent ly valid for t h ree months ("Pseudo multi p le 
country franking") . 
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by the first three in pi.asters and centimes, by 
th e latter in pi as ters and pence. M ixed 
fr ankings between the st amps in th e two cur­
rencies of each post al se rvice a re r ath er fre­
quent. 

When th e st amps in diffe rent currencies 
we re issued for use in two diffe rent terri ­
to ries, mixed fr ankings could occur in either 
one of th em and one of th ese two uses may 
be ra re r th an th e other. If different curren­
cies fo r two d ifferent kin ds of mai l were 
used, mixed fr ankings also could occu r in 
eithe r one. Add itional qu es tions may a rise 
in all such cases at which r a te th e di fferent 
currencies we re conve rted into each oth er to 
pay th e necessa ry postage and post al fe es. 

Prac tica lly all multiple currency fr ankings 
a re init ia l fr ankings; for warding and du e col­
lecting fra nkings, w hich belong in this gro up, 
are sca rce . 

4 . Multiple Issue Frankings 

T he policies of th e various pos tal admin­
is t ra tions in respect to th e demonetization of 
THE CO LLECTORS CLU B P HI LAT E LI ST, VOL . XX Xlll ,
st arnps w hich were replaced by a new issue 
va ried and still va ry a g reat deal. The re are 
post al administrations th at have never de­
monetized any of their post al issues and , 
th erefo re, th e ea rli es t issues, although obso­
lete a t th e post offices for m any decades, are 
still valid fo r postage. Other post al admin­
istra tions h ave made it a practice to demone­
t ize th e previous issue shortly after a new 
one has bee n int rod uced. Between th ese ex­
tremes other postal administrations h ave fol­
lowed va rious co urses, some h aving old 
st amps valid fo r post age for many years and 
th en suddenly demonetizing them. In a r ela­
tively small number of cases-especially often 
in cases of change of government or currency 
- no period of g race a t all w as allowed for 
th e old stamps and th ey w ere demonetized 
a t th e same moment in w hich the new st amps 
came into use . In th ose countries, w hich did 
not o r do not demonetize any old st amps, 
mi xed fr ankings among th e various issues a re 
frequ ent, although in th e classic period use 
of st amps w hich for a long t ime were obso-
Initial Multiple Issue Franking, Issues 1858 ( Naples) plus 18 61 ( Italy, Neapolitan 
Provinces ) (CLASSIFICATION 4Aa l . Afte r t he annexa t ion of Naples by Italy , a special 
issue for the territory was created , whil e the o ld stamps remained concurrently in use for 
several months (" Pseudo multipl e country fran k ing") . 
 NO. 6 299 



MIXED FRAN KINGS 
lete together with much newer issues is a 
rare exception. In all other cases, the r arity 
of multiple issue £rankings depends primarily 
on the length of th e period during which 
both iss ues were concurrently valid and is­
sues which co uld be used simultaneously for 
a few days only, are naturally r a re in mixed 
£rankings. In those cases, where two issues 
were not concu rrently valid but neve rth eless 
ex ist in mixed fr ankings, th ey are either slip 
£rankings or pse udo-mixed frankings of much 
lower phil atelic st anding. For correct classi­
fication of multiple issue frankings complete 
and co rrect data abou t th e postal validity of 
the denomin at ions and issues involved is ab­
solutely necessary to avoid wrong classifica­
tion. 

A s in th e case of multiple denomin ation 
£rankings, th e r a rity of multiple issue frank­
ings is la rgely dependent upon the denomina­
ti ons involved. Combin ations between two 
specific denominations m ay be much sca rcer 
th an betw een two others. Generally r are 
are mi xed frankings between the same de­
nomin ation of two different issues, regard­
less of whe th er th e new issue has a new de-
300 THE COL
sign or is simply a change of color or any 
other factor. It has been, and partly still is, 
the policy of some postal ad ministr ations to 
replace only single values of a se t by a new 
issue and in this way frequently have their 
current set consist of stamps which origi­
na lly belonged to two, three o r even four 
different issues. In such cases, multiple is­
sue frankings a re especially common and 
often consist of st amps belonging to three or 
even more different issues. In cases of emer­
gency, some postal ad ministr ations have re­
issued remainder stocks of olde r issues to 
meet a shortage of stamps, resu lting in col­
orful mixed fra nkings . Some postal ad min­
is tra ti ons have issued concu rrently some val­
ues of a se t perforated and oth ers imperfor­
ate for a rather long period and although 
combin a tion frankings between perforated 
and imperforate values of such a set look 
ve ry much like multiple issue frankings, they 
must be classified as multiple denomin ation 
frankings and th erefo re do not belong in this 
g roup. 

On the oth er hand, a group of mixed 
frankings , which a superficial observer would 
F'. W . . REID, 
10A VICTORIA ARCADC , 

SYDNEY, N .s .w . 

/ 

.. ~ { ' ; ,-:'( 

Initial Multiple Issue Franking, Issues 1891 (New South Wales ) plus 191 3 (Australia ) 
(CLASSIFICATION 4Aa ) . After creation of the Commonwealth of Australia , the stamps of 
the six Australian States became valid for the whole territory and, after issuance of the first 
commonwealth stamps in 1913 , remained in use and were concurrently valid for postage until 
middle of 1914 (" Pseudo multiple country frank ing" ) . 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlll, NO. 6 



MIXED FRANKINGS 
Initial Mult iple Issue Franking, Issues 1916 
(Austria ) plus 191 7 (Liechtenstein ) ( CLASSI­
FICATION 4 Aa l. Until 1920, Austria con­
ducted the postal service in Liechtenstein and 
its stamps were used concurrently with the 
Liechtenstein stamps (" Pseudo multiple country 
franking"). 

not consider to belong to th e multipl e issue 
fr ankings, neverth eless must be class ified as 
such , namely th e so-called " Pseudo multiple 
co untry /rank in gs ." One of th e ch ar ac ter­
istics of a tru e multipl e country fr anking is 
the fact th at st amps used by two different 
postal se rvices, governmental or private ones, 
were used for it. The " P se udo multiple 
country fr ankings" do not belong to th em, 
because th e stamps used for th em w ere only 
issu ed by di/f erent postal se rvices but, du e to 
special circumstances, used by th e sam e pos tal 
se rvice . Such " pse udo multipl e co untry 
fr ankin gs" occurred in cases w here one pos t al 
se rv ice w as th e successor to anoth er one and 
used up, usually fo r a short pe r iod only, th e 
stamps of th e old post al se rvice fou nd a t th e 
post offi ces w hen th ey were taken ove r by th e 
new se rvice. This happened of ten w hen te r­
r itory of one country was occupied by or 
ceded to anoth er country, o r w hen a la rge r 
politica l entity was divid ed into small coun­
tri es, as was, fo r example th e case after 
W orld W ar I w ith th e Aust ro-Hungari an 
Monarchy. Simila r conditi ons occur w hen a 
fo rmerly gener al postal se rvice is decentral­
ized and cut up in smaller entities as, for 
example, happened in the F rench Colonies, 
leading to g radual r epl acing of th e general 
issue for all colonies by separate issues for 
the specific colonies. On the other hand , the 
merger of countries into a la rger political 
entity led also to "pseudo multiple country 
£r ankings" . Either the stamps of the newly 
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Initial Multiple Issue Franking, Issues 1867 
(Austria-Hungary ) plus 1871 (Hungary) 
(CLASSIFICATION 4Ad ) . The Austro-Hun­
garian stamps of l 867 were demonetized on 
July 31 , 1 871 and therefore the postal card 
stamp not recognized in December, 1871 . 
The Hungary 1871 stamp covers the full post 
card rate, the 1867 stamp was cancelled on 
arrival only (" Pseudo multiple country frank­
ing" ). 

created post al se rvice and those of the postal 
services of th e amalgamated countries super­
seded by it w ere fo r a short period used to­
ge ther until th e la tte r we re used up, of w hich 
the crea tion of a united Italy, which consoli­
dated the Old Itali an Sta tes, is a good ex­
ample. 0 r the old st amps of th e single st ates 
became valid in th e territory of all sta tes con­
stituting th e new federation , together with 
the new st amps of th e consolid ated territo ry, 
of which th e crea tion of th e Common wealth 
of Austr ali a and of th e Union of South Afri­
ca provide a striking exampl e. Still more 
such " pseud o multiple country £rankings" oc­
curred when in the same territory a general 
issue and special iss ues fo r th e va rious di s­
tricts we re used concurrently, as was th e case 
in C olombi a and was and is still th e case in 
th e L eew ard I sland s. When a country h ad 
its post al se rvice conducted by a neighbor 
country and special stamps w ere used simul­
t aneously with the r egul a r st amps of the 
country administe ring th e post al ser vice, an­
other possibility for " pseud o multiple coun­
try £rankings" exi st ed. Liechtenstein is here 
a fin e example, its post al se rvice first admin­
istered by Austria, th en fr om 1921 by Switz­
erl and. Simila r a re those cases, where a 
country iss ued special stamps for a newly ac­
quired territory, but without high values, and 
high denominations of the stamps of the ad­
ministering post al service were used. Schles­
wig-Holstein used aside from its special 
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st amps also the 10sg and 3osg st amps of 
Pruss ia, and in Alsace-Lorraine the special 
stamps we re supplemented by the 10g and 3og 
stamps of the o rth German Confederation. 
In all these cases, st amps issued by two dif­
fer ent post al adminis trations were used, but 
this use was made by th e same ad ministra­
tion and th erefore thi s kind of mixed frank­
ings belongs not to the multiple country 
frankings but to the multiple issue frankings. 

Multiple issue frankin gs generally belong 
to th e initial fr ankings; forwarding and due 
collecting frankings can be fou nd occasion­
ally as sca rce exceptions. 

5. Multiple Category Frankings 
This gro up contains th e most diver sified 

and colorfu l £rankings of all combin ations 
which consist of stamps of one pos tal se rvice 
onl y. Generally, mi xed frankings between th e 
various ca tego ri es of st amps a re of qu ite dif­
fe rent r a rity, depending upon th e r egula r use 
of the particular kind of st amps. Most com­
mon are mixed £rankings between r egul a r 
post age st amps on th e one hand and commem­
orative postage stamps o r semi-postal postage 
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st amps on the oth er hand. o less common 
a re mixed £rankings bet"':'een post age st amps 
and th ose kind s of stamps which were not is­
sued to pay r egul ar post age but for the pay­
ment of special fees. To this group of special 
fee stamps belong almost all special delivery, 
special hand ling, r egis tration , receipt, late 
fee and simil a r stamps, as well as th ose air­
pos t stamps which were valid for th e payment 
of th e a irmail su rtax only. Such special fee 
stamps always come in mixed £rankings, ex­
cept in cases, where no postage was r equired 
but only th e special fee had to be paid , as 
was th e case for ce rta in official mai l. They 
a re conside rably scarce r in single or multi­
ple th an in mixed frankings , except where 
such stamps at a late r time became va lid also 
for payment of postage or were used up as 
regular postage stamps. Otherwise, use of 
such stamps fo r postage agai nst the regu la­
tions, in emergencies o r due to ignorance of 
th ei r specia l designation is sca rce and mixed 
frankings w ith oth er ca tego ries of st amps, 
which were tole r ated o r slipped through, are 
r;ire. 
lIJl.tL -. 
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Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage Stamps plus Postal Envelope, also Initial Mul­
tiple Issue Franking, imperforate plus rou letted stamp (CLASS I FICATIO'N 5Aa + 4Aa ) 
lmperforate and rouletted sta mps of Mecklenburg-Schwerin were partly in use concurrently, 
because the imperforate stamps were not demonetized . 
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Messrs. Fl DANQUE BROS. &. CO., 

15- 25 Whitehall St., 

94222 
(j I j U. S. A. 

Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage plus Regi stration plus Return Receipt Stamp 
(CLASSIFICATION 5Aa ). The different categories paid for postage, regi strati on fee and 
re turn receipt fee respectively, on a registered letter to U. S. A. 
R ather differen t condit ions exist for other 
ca tegor ies of st amps, which we may call 
special pu rpose st amps, of which official post­
age st amps, officia l air pos t st amps, news­
pape r st amps, parcel pos t st amps, post age 
due st amps, newspaper t ax st amps and a few 
o thers a re r epresenta ti ve. Except fo r a ir­
post officials-which we re regul arly used in 
mixed fr ankings w ith official post age st amps, 
when th ey paid th e airpos t su r t ax only­
th ese stamps come in mi xed fr ankings with 
oth er catego ries of stamps only w hen th ey 
we re used up as post age o r oth er st amps, o r 
when oth er st amps we re substituted fo r such 
special purpose st amps or vice-versa, in case 

Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage 
plus War Tax Stamp (CLASSIFICATION 5Aa ). 
Payment of War Tax in add'ition to the regu ­
lar postage was obligatory in Spain from 1874. 
THE COLLECTORS CL U B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
of emergencies or due to ignor ance . While 
mixed frankings a re r a th er common in those 
cases w hen remainder s of special purpose 
stamps we re used up as regul a r pos t age 
stamps-or w hen dur ing emergencies special 
purpose st amps became valid fo r payment of 
post age- oth er uses a re sca rce and th erefor e 
mixed fr ankings, usu ally w ith post age st amps, 
r a re. Th e combin ations of thi s kind w hich 
can be fo und a re post age plus official st amps, 
post age plus newspaper st amps, as w ell as 
pos t age plus post age due st amps. In each 
case, th e mixed fr anking can either be use of 
th e special purpose st amps for post age or of 
th e post age st amps for a special purpose. 
Such use may be permitted by special post al 
r egul ations, but usually is eithe r only tole r­
ated or slipped through. 

'"'./ 

I 
Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postal 

Envelope plus Postal Envelope cut squares 
(CLASSIFICATION 5Ab ). The use of en­
velope cut squares for postage was to lerated 
by the Thurn and Taxis postal service , 
N O. 6 
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Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage stamp plus bisect (CLASSIFICATION 5Ab ). 
Th e emergency use of bisects for postage was tolerated in Brunswick . 

Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage plus Newspaper stamps (CLASSIFICATION 
5Ab ) . The use of newspaper stamps of Sardinia for postage was tolerated . 
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Another kind of multiple category frank­
ings results from the use for pos tage of bi­
sects or other fractional portions of st amps, 
postal st ation ery cut squa res, r evenue or 
oth er non-postal st amps, postal forge ries or 
simil a r items. In cases where such use was 
permitted or-some times in case of postal 
forgeries-widespread , mixed frankings with 
regul ar st amps, although sought for, a re not 
rare, but when thi s was not th e case, such 
combin ations are often of considerable rarity 
and highly valued, especially w hen it can be 
proven that th ey a re not pseudo-mixed frank­
ings . 

A special statu s has postal st ationery wi th 
addi ti onal st amps affixed to pay for higher 
postage or special fees , because only by a 
ve ry broad interp reta tion th ey can be con­
sidered " mixed " fra nkings. But cases, where 
add itional post age was paid in oth er ways 
than w ith postage stamps-for example when 
postage st amps of th e needed values to make 
up increased rates did not exis t and oth er 
categories of stamps had to be used for th at 
purpose-are more in line with th e require-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXlll,
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Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage 
plus Revenue stamp (CLASSIFICATION 5Ad l. 
The emergency use of revenue stamps for post­
age, which was to lerated in Spain , was not 
recognized on foreign mail and such mail taxed. 

ments for a mixed franking. An odd kind of 
mixed franking shou ld be mentioned-the use 
of st amps in co mbin ation with postage meters 
o r oth er markings showing payment of post­
age in cash. As only one kin d of stamp is 
involved in such cases, th ey do not come up 
/1t ·. ~ ...... , .. ....... ,, ............ .. 
.. ........... ~··· > 
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Due Colle cting Multiple Category Franking, Postage Due plus Newspaper Tax Stamp 
(CLASSIFICATION 5Ca ). The use of newspape r tax stamps for postage due was not pe r­
mitted in Austria , but see ms to have s lipped through during an emergency, as in this case , 
collecting the delivery fee on a parcel post card. 
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Initial Multiple Category Franking, Postage plus Registration Stamps, al so Initial Multiple 
Issue Franking, Issues 1902 (Colombia ) plus 19 03 (Panama ) (CLASSIFICATION 5Aa + 
4Aa). Panama, after issuance of its own pos tage stamps in 1903, continued to use registra­
tion stamps of Co lombia , the former paying postage, the latter the registration fee (" Pseudo 
multiple country franking") . 
to our defi nition of a mixed fr anking, al­
though some such cases a re r a th er interes ting. 

A special g roup a re combinations bet ween 
stamps of a local and / or priva te post al 
se rv ice w ith gove rnment post al st amps. Such 
mixed £rankings seem to belong in this grou p, 
but th ey have all ch arac teristics of multiple 
country £r ankings, w hich is und erst and able, 
beca use th e st amps used in such mixed £r ank­
ings w ere issued by different post al se rvices. 
Therefore, we w ill include th eir discussion 
w ith th at of th e multipl e country £rankings. 

When investigating th e conditions und er 
w hich a multiple category fr anking occurred, 
it mu st be ascertained fo r w hich kind of 
stamps the combination was used. Fo r ex­
ample, a mixed fr anking between postage and 
postage due st amps on th e one h and m ay h ave 
been an initi al fr anking used to pay post age 
on a pi ece of m ail or on th e oth er h and it 
could have been a du e coll ecting fr anking, 
either all st amps collecting post age due or, 
th e post age st amps paying part of the post­
age and the post age due st amps collecting 
postage due . In extreme cases, multiple cate­
gory £rankings were used fo r neither of the 
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two catego ries involved, but fo r a third cate­
gory, fo r exampl e a combin a tion of newspaper 
and post age du e st amps fo r the payment of 
postage . Such occurrences a re , of course, 
ve ry r a re exceptions. 

M ulti ple catego ry fr an kings are most de­
sir able w hen th ey are initi al £r ankings, w hile 
fo rward ing £rankings of this kind , alth ough 
much less common, usually a re of little in­
teres t. Fo r th ose catego ries of st amps w hich 
were usually used to collect post age or special 
fees fro m th e addressee- postage due st amps 
and newspaper t ax st amps-use in dues col­
lecting £rankin gs is a norm al one and mixed 
£rankings of this kin d between post age 
st amps by w hich part of th e post age was paid 
by th e sender on the one hand and pos tage 
du e or newspaper t ax st amps by w hich post­
age or fees were collected f rom th e ad­
dressee on th e oth er hand a re r ath er com­
mon. Quite numerous among th e initi al 
£r ankings in this group a re pseudo-mixed 
£r ankings because quite of ten one category 
of st amps used was not r ecognized and full 
post age paid w ith th e other catego ry. This 
is most obvious wh en old demonetized post al 
LECTORS CL UB P HILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, N O. 6 



In it ial Multiple Country Franking, Kashmir 
plus India, also Initia l Multiple Category Frank­
ing, Postage stamp plus Postal Envelope on let ­
ter from Kashmir to another province of India 
(CLASSIFICATION 6Aal. The stamps of the 
Indian Native States had to be supplemented 
by Ind ia stamps on all mail to destinati ons out­
side the sender state. 

st ationery was used up, either offici ally or by 
private peop le, who h ad found such an un­
used old postal envelope or postal card in a 
d rawer, o r by tr ave lers who had bought en­
velopes or postal ca rd s in one country and 
used th em up in anoth er. 

6. Multiple Country Frankings 
This gro up is th e most diversified and, 

th e refo re, most a ttrac tive and desi red group 
of mixed frankings. Few coll ectors seem to 
be aware of th e wide diffe rences in th e cha r­
ac te r of th ese frankings . There a re not only 
ve ry many possibilities of combin ations but 
also num ero us r easons for combin a tion 
fr ankings which can give frankings which 
look very simil ar, neve rth eless a ve ry differ­
ent philatelic st andi ng. The ex isting possi­
bilities of combin ation frankings can be 
grouped acco rding to their reason and pur­
pose, wh ich show many characteris tic details, 
probably left unnoticed by most collectors. 

For th e tru e multiple country fr ankings­
wi th st amps used by two different postal 
se rvices-we w ill h ave to make a division 
between th e initial and forwarding frankings 
on th e one hand and th e due frankings on 
the other hand. Un til the creation of the 
U niversal P ost al U nion in 1875, the m ail 
se rvice between two countries was regulated 
by th e existing post al treaties. If th ere ex­
isted a postal treaty between th e send er 
country and th e country of destination, such 
treaty mail, as we will call it, usually could 
be fully prepaid by the sender. After post­
age st amps were introduced in the various 
countries, in most cases post age on foreign 
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mail continued to be paid in cash and only 
after a period of seve ral yea rs the use of 
postage st amps was extended to foreign mail. 
The franking of treaty mail usually was done 
with st amps of the send er country and the 
postage divided between th e send er country, 
th e cou ntry of destin a tion and, if th ey had 
no common border or were no maritime 
co untries, between the countries through 
wh ich the m ail was ca rried in transit. But 
some treaties included provisions which per­
mitted division of the post age from the out­
set , by letting th e sender pay par t of the post­
age due to each country in stamps of that 
co untry. This led to various initial multi­
ple country fr ankings, with postage paid 
partly by st amps of the sender country and 
partly by stamps of the country of destina­
tion. These are the multiple country frank­
ings of the highest philatelic st anding, of 
which not even the most narrow interpre­
tation of a mi xed franking will have doubts 
about th eir ch arac ter as tru e mi xed fr ankings. 
A sh ade below this group are very simila r 
fr ankings but for which th e basis was not 
a post al treaty. Some postal se rvices toler­
ated use of stamps of th e country of destina­
tion for th e la tter's part of th e postage, as 
thi s proced ure saved th e post office account­
ing work and of ten enabled the send er to 
profit of a disagio of th e currencies involved. 
Such mixed frankings look exactly as regular 
treaty frankings and only a th oro ugh study of 
th e particular post al tre aties and regulations 
can es tablish their exact characte r. Still 
belonging in this group, but in a much lower 
catego ry, are such initi al multiple co untry 
fr ankings which nei th er were pe rmitted by 
the r egul a tions nor tolerated , either because 
the postal treaties did not provide for such 
cases or no postal tre aties at all existed be­
tween the countri es in question. It h appened 
occasion ally th at someone used a foreign 
st amp he had obtained, possibly as return post­
age, for postage-on mail to th e country of 
origin or even to another country or on do­
mestic m ail-and such use slipped through 
due to ignorance or carelessness of the postal 
clerk who h andled it w hen mailed. This 
happened especi ally when th e foreign st amps 
in question we re simila r in appearance to the 
domestic ones, and in one case it is even 
known that one country ( Baden) changed 
its st amps because its stamps were frequently 
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Init ial Multiple Country Franking, Hawaii plus United States, on letter from Hawaii to 
U. S. A . (CLASSIFICATION 6Aa ) . The ea rly stamps of Hawaii paid the domestic postage 
only and U. S. stamps had to be added on mail to other countries. 
mistaken for those of anoth er country (Wurt­
temberg). The early embossed envelope 
stamps of th e va riou s co untries looked also 
much alike and th e send ers mad e sometime 
use of this simil a rity by using up envelopes or 
cut squares of anoth er cou ntry they may 
have obtained by accid ent. U nauthorized 
£rankin gs with stamps of a foreign country 
neverth eless r a rely slipped through and al­
though merely curiosi ti es th ey are appreci­
ated and often highly valued by specialists 
and connoi sse urs. In most cases th e post 
offices rejected such mail with un authorized 
£rankings and return ed it to th e send er, re­
questing paym ent of full postage in dom es tic 
st amps. Usually , the domestic st amps mak­
ing up the full postage were th en add ed to 
the foreign stamp or st amps already a ttached 
and th e letter re-mailed. Th e regul ation s of 
most countries and later the U. P. U. regula­
tions provided th at th e invalid foreign st amps 
on such mail should not be cancelled but 
marked by drawing a colored pencil line 
around it. But in some cases, the post office 
a t the place of mailing cancelled the valid as 
well as the invalid stamps in the regular w ay 
and created a "pseudo-mixed fr anking" which 
looks like the real thing but which can be 
unm asked by study of the prevailing rates of 
THE COLL
postage, revealing that th e foreign st amps on 
such a piece of mail were supe rfluous and 
did not pay any part of th e post age necessary. 

In some cases , fees for an add ition al se rvice 
to be provided in th e country of dest in ation, 
for example a ir tr anspo rt ation or special de­
livery, could , due to lack of specific treaties, 
not be prepaid in th e country of o rigin . 
Special st amps valid in th e co untry of desti­
nation were either sold in other co untri es to 
enable senders to use th em on th eir mail to 
th e co untry in question or users with a large 
mail volume secured such st amps from th e 
cou ntry of o rigi n by private means. In com­
bination with th e necessary domestic pos tage 
stamps, such fo reign postal st amps were rec­
ognized or toler a ted by the country of ori­
gin ; in so me cases domestic and foreign 
stamps were cancelled by the post office where 
the mail was posted, in other cases th e special 
foreign stamps were cancelled only in the 
country where th ey we re regularly used. The 
foreign a irpost st amps used in such cases 
were eithe r gove rnment issued ones or those 
of private comp anies. For the la tter, mail 
from various countries to Colombia provided 
the best examples, with stamps of different 
countries in combination with the stamps of 
the Colombian Scadta Air Transportation 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 6 
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Initial or Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, Pers ia plus Russ ia ( 187 6) on letter 
fro m Pe rsia to Fra nce , fo rwarded at Djulfinsk (CLASSIFICATION 6Aa or 6Ba l . Until 1877 , 
w hen Pe rsia joined the U. P. U., all fore ign mai l was sent v ia Russi a , which acted as 
inte rmediary. 
Company. The use of fo reign Special D e­
livery stamps seems to be still tolerated on 
mai l between cou ntr ies which have no mutu al 
agreemen t for p repayme nt of th e special de­
livery fees. It is eve n now not un us ual in 
this country to obtai n special de livery letters 
from vario us Lat in Amer ican cou nt ries , on 
which pos tage is paid by st amps of th e spe­
cific cou ntri es, but th e special de live ry fee by 
a U nited Sta tes special de live ry st amp. Even 
foreign custom fees can be prepaid in some 
cases; the necess ity to pas te a Canadian 
revenu e stamp on each piece of printed m at­
ter to Canada, to avoid th e add ressee being 
ch arged w ith a custom's fee, wi ll be remem­
bered as a ra th er recent expe ri ence of this 
kin d. 

A somewhat different kind of multiple 
country frank ings occurred on mail exchanged 
between countries which had no post al treat­
ies w ith each oth er or-afte r 187 5-on m ail 
fro m and to countries w hich we re not mem­
bers of th e U niversal P os ta l U nion. F rom 
the period before th e U niversal P ost al U nion 
ex ist a small number of un authorized or 
may be even tolerated initi al mixed £rank­
ings between st amps of countries w hich be­
long in this catego ry and some of th em 
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slipped th ro ugh or were unrecognized pseud o­
m ixed £rankings as descr ibed previously. But 
th ese are sca rce except ions and generally, 
mail be tween non- t rea ty co un t r ies could only 
be prepaid to th e border of th e sender coun­
t ry o r to th e bo rder of anoth er country w ith 
which th e sender co un try had a post al treaty 
pe rmitt ing such proced ure. T he add ressee 
had to pay th e add itional post age to the des­
t ination. The sende rs of mail w ho wanted 
to h ave such mail delive red to th e addressee 
fr ee of all ch arges co uld arrange this by 
using an intermedi a ry in a country with 
wh ich both countri es involved h ad a post al 
treaty. T he mail was addressed to a per­
son or firm in such an intermed ia ry country 
and th e re frank ed w ith domestic st amps to 
th e des tin ation, sende r and intermedi a ry ac­
co unting for th e post age paid sepa rately. Such 
inte rmedi a r ies w ere either business connec­
tions which did such wo rk as a favor or 
professional forw ard ers, w hich worked for a 
fi xed fee and which advertised th eir services 
sometimes by putting a hand stamp or manu­
script nota tion "Fo rwa rded by .. . . " on 
mail handled by th em. Such markings make 
it easy to r ecogniz e this g roup of forwarding 
£rankings as such . 
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Initial and Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, Mexico plus Wells Fargo Express Co . 
plus United States ( 1886), on letter from Mexico (handled by private Express Co .) to Great 
Britain , forwarded in U. S. A. (CLASSIFICATION 6Aa + 6Bb ). The stamps covered the 
Well s, Fargo Co. fee , the domestic Mexican postage and U. S. foreign pos tage . 
After th e U . P. U . regul ations came first 
into fo rce in 187 5, member countries could 
fr ank th eir mail to any oth er member co un ­
try, but to non-member countri es, mail co ul d 
be fr ank ed only to th e bord er of th e las t 
membe r co un t ry on th e way. Alth ough some 
3 10 THE COL
non-member countries coll ected additional 
post age from th e addressee, most countries 
delive red such mail fr ee. It was a d ifferent 
case, wh en mail from non-member co untries 
w as se nt to or by w ay of member countries 
of th e U. P. U. The st amps of non-member 
Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, Ge rmany plus United States ( 1874 ) on letter 
from Germany to Japan, forwarded at Shanghai (CLASSIFICATION 6Ba ) . There was, shortly 
after Japan was opened for foreign trade, no postal treaty between Germany and japan . There­
fore Germany used th e U. S. post office at Shanghai as intermediary. 
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Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, 
Egypt plus Austrian Offices ( 1866 ), on letter 
from Egypt to Austria (CLASSIFICATION 
6Ba ) . Fo r letters from Egypt to Austria the 
Austrian pos t office at Alexandria acted as in­
termediary. 

co untri es were not va lid for such purpose and 
arrangement w ith a neighboring member 
cou ntry had to be made to provide for a 
franking which took the mail to its destina­
tion. A numbe r of non-member countries 
had such ag reements with neighbors , which 
took over the foreign mail and by re-frank­
ing it with th eir ow n st amps, got th em on 
th eir \.Vay in th e U. P . U. mail se rvice . Some 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII ,
such ag reements lasted for m any decades, in 
several cases even deep into the 20th cen­
tury as in the cases of Afghanistan, Tibet and 
Nepal, while China became a member coun­
try ea rlier in this century. In other coun­
tries such condition s las ted only for a short 
period until th ey also became members of the 
U. P. U. A nice example of this is Persia 
which became a member of the U. P. U. on 
Sept. I , r 877 and before that date used Rus­
sia as intermediary on its foreign mail. In 
this las t and in other cases, the non-member 
co untry sold stamps of the intermediary coun­
try at its post offices so that the senders 
co uld procure them easily and frank their 
mail to the destination with domestic plus 
those foreign st amps. This resulted in ini­
ti al mi xed country £rankings which some­
times look much like forwarding £rankings 
beca use in many cases the foreign stamps 
were only cancelled by a post office of the 
intermediary co untry. Some non-member 
countri es choose another procedure. They did 
not sell th e foreign st amps at their own post 
offices but ca rri ed th e mail to th e next ap­
propriate foreign border post office, bought 
there th e n ecessa ry foreign st amps and put 
Initial Multiple Country Franking, Great Britain plus Peru on letter from Peru to Great 
Britain (CLASSIFICATION 6Aa l. Le tters from Peru to overseas countries had to be sent 
through the Briti sh Post Offices-i n the present case that of Callao-which collected postage 
to the destination . 
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Initial or Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, Argentina plus France ( 1874) , on 
letter from Argentina to Germany (CLASSIFICATION 6Aa or 6Ba ). French Ships were used 
for mail from Argentina to Europe, the Argentine stamp paying the domestic postage, the 
France stamps, which show the anchor ship cancellation, the foreign postage to the destination . 

/ 
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Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, Ch ile plus Portugal, on letter from Chil e to Italy 
(1871), forwarded at Lisbon (CLASSIFICATION 6Ba. ) One of those letters from Chile, for­
warded with the help of a ship's captain at Lisbon to Italy, the Chile stamp paying domestic 
postage, the Portugal stamps the postage from Portugal to Italy. 
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Initial Multiple Country Franking, 
domestic ma il (CLASSIFICATION 6Aal. 
Tyrol ( 1918) the disrupted government 
mail se rvice, which acted as feeder . 

Meran Loca l Post plus Italy (19 18), on wrapper 
During the first period of Italian rule in Southern 

postal se rvice was supplemented by a private local 
them on th e mail , c reating officially made for­
wa rding multiple country £r ankings. The 
receiving foreig n post office handled such 
mail just as any oth er mail posted th ere. 

Sti ll different conditions exis ted in those 
coun tries which had foreign post offices on 
th eir own soi l, as fo r th e Turkish Empire 
a nd Egypt, as well as C hin a, or which were 
dependin g entirely on fo reign steamship lines 
for their mail to oth er co untries, as was the 
case for most countries of Central and South 
America. In th e countries with foreign post 
offi ces, th e postal se rvice of th e host country 
limited itself to the domes tic · mail se rvice 
a nd made use of th e foreign post offices for 
th e handling of mail to foreign countries, be­
ca use it had no --postal treaties w ith fore ign 
co untri es while th e foreign postal service had. 
Mixed f rankings between th e st amps of th e 
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host co untry and those of th e foreign post al 
se rvice usually can be found on letters which 
came from pl aces where no foreign post office 
existed , the domestic st amps covering in such 
cases the dom es tic fee to th e nex t suitable 
foreign post office and the foreign st amps 
paying the post age to th e destination. Some 
of these frankings we re initi al ones and all 
st amps applied to th e mail by the send er who 
had been able to ge t the necessa ry foreign 
st amps provided by th e consu lates or profes­
sional forwarder. In other cases it seems, 
that th e domestic mail se rvice had collected 

· the amount of th e necessa ry foreign post age 
from the send er and frank ed the letters with 
foreign st amps before handing th em to the 
foreign post office, sending the mai l on its way 
to its destination. After th e creation of the 
U. P. U., seve ral of th e host co untries-
FR. S CHINDLE R 
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Init ial Multiple Country Frankin g, Colombia plus Co lombian " Scadta" Airmail Service 

plus Canal Zone ( 1931 ), on airmail letter from Colombia to U. S. A . (CLASSIFICATION 
6Aa) . The Col ombia stamps paid for the postage , the " Scadta " and Canal Zone airpost 
stamps for the airmail fees to the destination. 
NO . 6 313 
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In it ia l Multiple Country Franking, Alsace­
Lorrai ne plus F ranee ( 1871 ) , on letter from 
Alsace -Lorraine to France (CLASSIFICATION 
6Aa ). During the period after the Franco­
Pruss ian War of 1870- 1871 , when no postal 
treaty existed between the occupied and unoc­
cupied parts of France, full postage had to be 
paid each in Alsace-Lorraine and French 
stamps . 

first Turkey and Egypt in 1875-became 
memb ers and now were able to handle also 
foreign mail directly, w ithout interference 
by the fore ign post offices. But in those coun­
tries which were non-members for many dec­
ades, th e fo reign post offices continued to act 
as intermed ia ries fo r mai l to foreign coun-
THE COL
tries , for wh ich C hin a is the best example, 
using th e French, British, German, · Russian 
and Japanese post offices on its soil for chan­
nelling the foreign mail into th e U. P. U. 
mail service. Similar conditions existed in 
those Latin American countries which h ad 
foreign post offices-almost all British-on 
their territo ry, providing mixed £rankings be­
tween th e stamps of those coun tr ies and Brit­
ish stamps. For certain destina tions, some 
coun tries used th e mai l service provided by 
foreign ships and delivered the mail directly 
or by way of the approp ri ate fore ign con­
sula tes to the ships, paying the necessary 
foreign postage in stamps of the fo reign mail 
service which supervised th e specific mail­
mostly French or Italian-to get it delivered 
to th e addressees free of charge. In still 
other cases, mail from such countries was 
entrusted to captains of ships w hich were not 
in th e mai l service of a foreign country. In 
such cases, th e cap tai n in charge mailed the 
letters at th e next sui t able transa tlantic port 
of call , by buying the necessa ry st amps in 
use there and h and in g th e letters to the post 
office . Such forwarding £rankings from Latin 
Forwarding Multiple Country Franking, Austria plus Tuscany, on letter from Austria to 
Sicil y, fo rwarded at Livorno (CLASSIFICATION 6Bb ). There was no postal treaty between 
Austria and Sicily. To assure delivery of a letter without postage due , a business man in 
Trieste used a business man in Livorno as intermediary. 
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Initial Multiple Country Franking, New Zealand plus Victoria ( 1866 ) , on letter from 
Victoria to Great Britain , (CLASSIFICATION 6Ad ). A sender, who had franked a letter w ith 
stamps of New Zealand wanted to mail it at Melbourne, where these stamps were not recog­
n ized and overpasted with Victoria stamps which covered the full postage. 
America are known especially w ith P ortugal 
st amps, the lette rs having been originally 
fr anked with st amps of Argentin a, Brazil or 
C hile fo r th e domestic r ate. 

Special conditions existed also in th ose 
cases w here st amps fo r local mail-either by 
th e government or by private se rvices-w ere 
in use, which we re not valid fo r mail to 
other count ries, in some cases not even to 
oth er parts of th e same country. Good ex-
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amples fo r th is a re th e separ ate st amps of 
th e Colombi an States, of the Indi an 1 a tive 
States and of the Russian Z emstvo mail 
service, w hich had to be supplemented by 
gove rnmental st amps of Colombi a, Indi a and 
Ru ssia respectively when on mail to destina­
tions outside of th e specific te rri tories of their 
use. Other ea rly mail se rvices of small coun­
tr ies se rved local mai l only-as fo r example 
the H awaii and Uganda "Missiona ries"­
and stamps of oth er co untr ies, in these cases 
of th e U nited States and British E ast Africa 
Initial Multiple Country Franking, France 
plus Sw itze rland, also Due Collecting Multi­
ple Category Franking, Posta ge plus Postage 
Due Stamps, on domestic le tter (CLASS I FICA­
TION 6Ad + 5Cb ). A France postage stamp 
used for posta ge in Switzerland was not recog­
nized and postage due co llected . 
y 
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Due Colle ct ing Multiple Country Franking, 
Austria plus Italy ( 1894 ) , on lette r from 
Spa in, forwarded in Austria to Ital y (CLASSI­
FICATION 6Ca ) . On an unfranked forwarded 
letter , postage due was first tried to col lect in 
Austria and then actually co llected in Italy. 
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Due Collecting Multiple Country Franking, Russia plus Greece ( 1868 ) , on letter from 

Russia to Greece (CLASSIFICATION 6Cb l . Letters to Greece could only be franked to the 
bo rder and domestic postage due was collected from the addressee by means of pos ta ge stamps. 
respectively, had to be added on letters to 
foreign co untries. It is not surpr ising to 
find the st amps of private o r semi-official city, 
local or ship mail services in co mbination with 
stamps of th e cou ntry in which th ey operated , 
as such priv ate se rvices of ten ac ted as feed­
ers and deliverers for th e gove rnmental pos t­
al service. St amps of priva te ai r mail se rv­
ices also were only valid for mail on th e 
lines of tl: e ope rating comp any and govern­
mental airpos t stamp had to be added when 

Due Collecting Multiple Country Franking, 
France plus Austr ia, on newspape r from 
France to Austria (CLASSIFICATION 6Cb l. 
The Austrian newspaper tax was collected 
from the addressee on al I newspapers arriv ing 
from fo reign countries . 
3 16 THE COLL
ai r Eervice outsid e of its domain was desired. 
Another so urce of mixed frankings was 

crea ted with th e introduction in the foreign 
mail se rvice of postal ca rd s with attached 
reply ca rd. Due to the use of domestic r a te 
postal ca rd s or by changes in th e rates, fre­
quently th e st amp on the answe r ca rd was 
not sufficient and was suppl emented by st amps 
befo re returning it to th e country of o rigin, 
in thi s way creating postal ca rds w ith add i­
tional fr anking by stamps of anoth er country. 

Much less diversified than the initi al and 

Due Collecting Multiple Country Franking, 
Roman States plus Ital y on letter from Rome 
to Italy (CLASSIFICATION 6Cb l . ltaly did 
not recognize the Roman States and therefore 
its postal se rvice collected full postage due on 
all mail received from there . 
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Due Collecting Multiple Country Franking, 
Greece and Turkey , Constantinople City Post 
( 1866), on letter from Greece to Turkey 
(CLASSIFICATION 6Cb l. The Constanti­
nople City Post delivered letters to the suburbs 
and collected th e fee from the addressee, 
using special sta mps for that purpose. 

forwarding fra nkin gs we have dealt with in 
the previous parag raphs a re the due collect­
ing frankings, but they still provide some 
interes ting multiple count ry frankings. Two 
m ain groups can be disti nguished , depending 
on th e poss ibiliti es th e sender had for frank­
ing th e mai l in quest ion. Ei th e r he would 
have been able to pay the full postage and / or 
fee s necessary and did not-in w hich case 
often aside from the postage due an addi­
tion al "li ne" was coll ected-or he could not, 
th en th e addressee in any case had to pay 
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Due Collect ing Multiple Country Franking, 
Canada plus Cuba ( 1906 ), also Due Collect­
ing Mu ltiple Category Franking, Postage plus 
Postage Due Stamps, on letter from Canada to 
Cuba (CLASSIFICATION 6Cb + 5Cal . The 
deficient postage was col lected in Cuba by a 
postage due stamp plus a postage ?tamp used 
for the same purpose. 

th e amount due. Inasfar as stamps were 
used for postage due, either regular post age 
stamps or special due stamps were employed 
fo r coll ecting, while for th e collection of 
oth er fees from the addressee - newspaper 
tax, de livery fee-also eith er regular postage 
stamps, revenue st amps or special stamps 
Multiple Country Franking, Great Brita in plus British Gu iana ( 1856) on letter from 
Grea t Britain to Briti sh Guiana (CLASSIFICATION 6 , possibly 6Cb l . The addition of the 
British Guiana stamp is unexplained, possi bly used to col lect local postage due. 
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Multiple Country Franking, Austria plus Bavaria on letter from Austr ia to Bavaria 
(CLASSIFICATION 6 , possibly 6Cb ) . The Austr ian stamps pa id the full rate and as th 2re 
was no delivery fee , the add ition of a Bavarian stamp at the destination is unexpla ined. 
we re used. When mail was handed to a 
private mail se rvice for delivery, th e stamps 
of thi s private service were often used to 
collect th e local delivery fee. In some special 
cases, due to political differences, one coun­
try did not recognize the st amps of anoth er , 
w hich in practice amounted to a non-treaty 
st ate of affairs. A good example for such 
conditions was the Rom an States, when their 
territory was eventually reduced to the ci ty 
of Rome only and Rom an States st amps on 
m ail from there to tow ns only a few miles 
away, but under the sovereignty of the King­
dom of Italy, were not recognized and full 
postage due on all such letters collected . 

The mixed frankin gs of less phil atelic in­
terest,-when the addressee moved to another 
place and the piece of m ail was refranked­
can provide either forwarding £rankings or, 
when originally postage was not or not fully 
paid , due collecting frankings with stamps of 
different countries. If the addressee moved 
several times from country to country, such 
£rankings can consist of postage stamps and / 
or postage due stamps of three or more dif­
ferent countries. This opportunity was in 
la ter years philatelically exploited by way of 
THE CO
so-called "around -th e-wo rld" cove rs, which 
were sever al times forwarded arou nd th e 
world until th ey again reached th e send er. 

* * * 
In classifying a combination cover, we will 

have to sta rt with ascertaining which kinds 
of stamps were used for the mixed franking. 
It w ill be a r ath er easy t ask to ass ign th e 
cover to one of th e groups numbered from 
I to 6. The difficulties w ill begin, when we 
want to find out w hether a combin ation 
cover has an ini tial franking, a forwarding 
franking or a due collecting franking. Usu­
ally, a due collecting franking is more ob­
vious th an the other two kinds and th e sepa­
ration of this type of cove rs from th e others 
involves no great difficulties. The real diffi­
culties occur in th e distinction between in­
ti al and forwarding £rankings and still more 
when we try to assign a cover to one of the 
sub-groups of these two kind s. If we eventu­
ally succeed in class ifying the specific cover 
as belonging to group A , B or C, we add this 
letter-if possible with the appropriate sub­
group le tter-to the number assigned by the 
other classification, in this way fixing pre­
cisely the standing of the cover we deal with 
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in our grouping of combination covers. 6Aa, 
for example, cl ass ifies an initial mixed fr ank­
ing by stamps of two different postal se rvices 
w hich was based on specific postal treaties 
ot regul ations; 3Bc, a forwarding fr anking 
with stamps of the same post al se rvice but 
in different currencies, applied because th e 
addressee had moved to anoth er address; 
and 5Cb, a dues collecting frankin g by which 
postage or fees due we re collected by another 
category of st amps of th e same postal service 
as th ose of w hich the original ( insufficient) 
fr anking consisted. In th ose cases, w here it 
is imposs ibl e to come to a definite cl assifica­
t ion of a mixed fr anking- often because th e 
cove r is incomplete or the fr anking is on a 
pi ece only-w e w ill have to fo rego ass ign­
ment to a sub-group and in a number of 
cases we w ill be un able to cl ass ify a cover 
correctly as belonging to Group A or B m ak­
ing th e classifica tion, for example, "5A or 
s B", or more specific, " probably 5A" or 
probably 5B" . In ex treme cases, we w ill 
be un able to ass ign a mixed fr anking to any 
of th e groups A , B or C-this w ill usually 
occur w hen dealing w ith mixed frankin gs on 
pieces-and we w ill have to be content w ith 
th e simple classification by one of th e num­
bers I to 6 w hich always w ill be possible. 
On the oth er hand, a combination cover m ay 
belong to more th an one of the groups I to 6 
w hich is not too infre quent. In ra re cases, 
it can belong to two or all three of th e groups 
A , B and C . To cite an ex t reme example, 
a cover class ified 5/ 6Ad + 6Cb shows an in i­
tial fra nking between stamps of different 
postal services, w hich at the same time belong 
to diffe rent st amp catego r ies, bu t w hich in 
par t was not recognized and the deficiency 
in postage collected by an add itional due col­
lecting fr anking w ith st amps of another post al 
se rvice. 

The fac t th at in a number of cases we are 
un able to assign a mixed fr anking to a par­
t icul ar group of our classification should not 
be considered as a re fl ection on th e useful­
ness of th at class ification. Only the lack of 
knowledge about all fac tors w hich led to a 
specific mixed fr anking prevents us to classi­
fy it properly. If all th ese fac tors would be 
known, a precise cl ass ification of every mixed 
fr anking w ould present no difficulties. 

The combination of our two cl ass ifications 
r esults m the establishment of 18 main 
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· g roups and , if we consider also the sub­
groups, 54 single groups. The uninformed 
collector m ay believe th at it should be easy 
to assemble a collection which gives an ex­
ample for each of th ese 54 groups but th e 
collector of mixed £rankings knows th at it 
needs m any years of eage r collecting to· 
achieve 90 % completeness. W e know no­
coll ection which is 100 % complete by includ­
ing exampl es fo r all 54 groups. If a col­
lector tries to go furth er and , fo r example, 
conside rs th e many vari ations possible be­
tween different catego ries of st amps or be­
tween stamps of different countries, the t ask 
becomes a fo rmid able one. Collecting all 
kind s of possible mixed £r ankings would be 
quite an und ertaking. Only th e specialists of 
specific countries or groups of countries will 
try to collect mixed fr ankings from th e 
broadest point of view, w hile th e. "gener al" 
collector of mixed £rankings w ill have to nar­
row down his fie ld, either by collecting only 
" true mixed £r ankings" according to his own 
interpretation of this term , or only initi al , 
forwa rding or due £r ankings, each group in 
itself quite an extensive one. 

M aterial fo r th e collector of mixed £rank­
ings is not plentiful and some kind s, especial­
ly in th e group of multiple country £rankings, 
a re scarce to ra re, w ith special cases belong­
ing to th e expensive r arities. Mixed £r ank­
ings should preferably be coll ected on com­
plete cove rs, beca use only th en th e character 
of a mixed frankin g can be asce rtained. M ixed 
£rankings on pieces should only be conside red 
when th ey cannot be fo un d on cove rs, because 
frequently th ey do not provide any proof 
wheth er th ey a re initi al or fo rward ing frank­
ings or wheth er th ey are " tru e" mixed 
£rankings or pseudo-mixed £rankings only. 
U nfo rtun ately, th e value of many mixed 
£rankings was considerably reduced by peo­
ple who cut th em out of covers and many 
more must have been des t royed w hen, as w as 
th e custom years ago, collectors soaked th e 
st amps off covers disregarding any peculiari­
ties of th e fr anking. This was merely done 
to secure stamps w hich w ould fill spaces in 
the albums. Such phil atelic vandalism is a 
thing of th e pas t , as modern philatelists know 
about th e addition al value of stamps on cov­
ers and are too conscious of unu sual £rank­
ings to permit th eir destruction. But relics 

(Concluded on Page 322.) 
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JORD A N 

A Forerunner, The " Maj lis ldara" Stamp of Kera k 

' 
By BRUCE CONDE 
Sometime in 1920-probably in October­
the Jordani an town of Kerak ran out of its 
small supply of stamps of the Arab Kingdom 
of Syria. 

The latter regime, which ruled all the 
present "East Bank" J ordan area down to 
Ma'an ·and P etra, exclusive, had been ex­
pelled from D amascus in late July, 1920, by 
French occupation forces, His Majesty King 
Feisal having taken refuge in P alestine. 
Kerak formed th e sou thern-most town of any 
importance in the Kingdom of Syria, as 
Ma'an and Aqaba, now in Jord ani an terri­
tory, were at that time par t of th e dom ains 
of Arab King Hussei n in Mecca. 

The a rea was being governed, at th at 
time, by a provisional Local Council, th e 
Majlis Id ara, still owing allegiance to the 
Arab Kingdom of Syria, pending clarifica­
tion of its confused political st atus. A Brit­
ish adviser, appointed by th e imperial auth ori­
ties in ne arby P ales tin e, was stati oned in 
K er ak to assist th e Majlis. 

The adviser knew of, and had applied for, 
a supply of P ales tine st amps ove rprinted 
"Transjordan" which were in th e process of 
being prepared and distributed in th e more 
accessible towns of th e region , but Kerak be­
ing isola ted by distance and virtually impas­
sible roads during the rainy season, no ship­
ments of the overprints had gotten th rough. 

Local Issue 

After consultation with the Majlis, and in 
view of a pressing need for both postal and 
fi scal stamps, the adviser resorted to a pro­
visional local issue th at was to be Jordan's 
only locally-prepared forerunner to the fir st 
definitive issue of 1920. 
320 THE COL
The " Salameh" copy of the Maj li s ldara stamp 
of Kerak tied to a pi ece by seal-type cancel 
( lowe r right ), and the date in manusc ript 
(diagonal across face of stamp ) . The desig­
nati on of the value is in manusc ript in the 

upper right and left . Photo by Boutrelle. 

T aki ng th e official seal of the Maj li s Idara, 
the adv iser impressed it on plain sheets of 
gummed paper in g reen ink , each impression 
fa lling within a penci l-ruled square 3_0 cm. 
in size . 

Seve r al hundred of th ese stamps, valued at 
one piaster each, were so printed , each being 
initi aled "A. K .", in violet ink, by the ad­
viser, Alec S. Kirkbrid e, later British Resi­
dent and eventu ally first Briti sh Ambassa­
dor to J ord an. 

They were put into immediate use, and 
· eventu ally a few copi es straggled th rough to 
J eru salem where th e postal authorities, now 
realizing that the need for Transjo rdan 
stamps at K er ak was a very real one, took 
effective steps to get through a small supply, 
by November, r 920, when the new defini-
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A FORERUNNER FROM JORDAN 
tives came into general use throughout the 
country. 

R. T. Ledger of Amman, Jordan 's leading 
philatelic authority and author of the " Phila­
telic History of l ordan, 1922-1953" (Greek 
Convent Press, Jerusalem, 1953), discusses 
this issue briefly on pages 5, 6 and 
8 of his handbook, but he says: "copies either 
mint o r post a lly used ... (are) very rare" 
and does not illustrate th e item. The post­
ma rk of Kerak which was then in use, how­
eve r, is illustrated on p. 98. It is a circul a r 
seal-type cancell ation, simil ar to those found 
on th e 1926 J ambiya issue of Y emen , and 
inco rpor ates the date " 1919" bene ath the 
town name, in Arabic. This type of cancella­
tion (possibly with slight modifications and 
altered yea r date) , remained in use until 
1922. 

The Salameh Copy 

Fortunately, the writer was able to locate 
a used-on-piece copy of th e Majlis ld ara 
st amp in th e possession of Mr. Geo rge Sal a­
m eh of J e ru salem, Jord an, and to get th e 
owner's permission to photograph it. 

Mr. Salameh, for 25 year s a Middle East 
specialist , acquired the rare item in 1938 in 
Amm an from an officer of the Arab L egion. 
Neither he nor any of hi s friends nor th e 
w riter have been able to locate anoth er copy, 
mint o r used. 

Carefu l exami nation of th e Salameh copy 
and . its markings not on ly confi rms th e in­
fo rm ation presented by Ledger but also adds 
additional da ta to our small fund of kn owl­
edge about the period and method of use of 
this item as well as th e in se rti on of th e figure 
of value, mentioned but not descr ibed by 
Ledger. 

The bas ic g reen seal in th e center of th e 
stamp measu res 2y,( x 2:r.i'. cm. in size, being 
in th e shape of a horizontal oval. 

Alth ough th e impression of th e seal, which 
appea rs to h ave three rows of colorless 
Arabic script on a dark background , is too 
fa int to r ead in its entirety, the bottom por­
tion, inco rporating the Moslem date, 1338 
A. H. (26 September 1919 through 14 Sep­
tember 1920) is clear enough to be legible to 
the naked eye. 

The pencilled borders, mentioned by Led­
ger, a re visible top and bottom, spaced 30 
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cm., but none are visible to left or right. 
·The seal is impressed 8 mm. from the top 
border and 5 mm. from the bottom. 

MS Designation of Value 

Also within the borders, to upper right and 
left of the seal, r espectively, are the Arabic 
words " Kirsh Msri" ("One Egypti an Pias­
ter" ), in se rted in MS form with violet ink. 
Mr. Kirkbride 's initials "A K ." also appear 
in thi s violet ink below the seal and cutting 
into it slightly. 

Separation was by me ans of creasing and 
tea ring along th e border lines except on the 
right which was cut with a scissors. 

The seal-type cancel, 20 cm. in diameter, 
is impressed in the lower right corner of the 
st amp, covering 5 mm. of the lower right of 
the g reen seal. It is impressed in violet ink 
and shows si milar markings to L edge r 's illus­
tration, but with a slightly different align­
ment of th e final letter " k" in Arabic at the 
lef t end of th e town name, "Kerak", at th e 
top. The final Arabic "q" of B arq at th e 
end of the lower inscription " B arid wal 
Barq" ("P ost and T elegraph") is also clearly 
legible. 

Due to its slight difference from th e Led­
ge r spec imen which incorporates th e Chris­
tian yea r date 19 19 in Arabic, it is possible 
that th e cancellation on th e Salameh copy is 
from a recut cancelling st amp wi th th e da te 
1920, but th e centr al portion of th e device, 
where th e date is found, is not visib le on 
thi s piece. 

Partly MS Cancellation 

The res t of th e date st amp is written 111 

MS in violet ink in such a mann er as to run 
down diagonally to th e left from below th e 
word " kirsh" ("Pi as te r"), across th e upper 
lef t sid e of th e gree n seal, across th e white 
space within the border to the left of th e 
seal and beyond th e st amp proper onto the 
piece of cover. The st amp is thus sub­
st anti a lly " tied to cove r" on both right and 
left sides by its cancell ations. 

The MS date is in two lines, the top one, 
which is und e rlined , re ad ing "92 1" in Arabic 
figures (i. e. 1921 acco rding to the customary 
Arab fashion of writing the Christian date 
without the one-thousand figure) and the 
bottom one simply "March ist", in Arabic 
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A FOR E RUNNER FROM JORDAN 
MIXE.D FRANKINCS (F rom P age 3 19) 

of old mixed £rankings, destroyed by old­
timers w ho did not know any better, by 
tea ring off one of the st amps from a fine 
combination cover, still make us wish th at the 
appreci ation df the philatelic value of bona­
fide mixed £rankings m ay have come long 
before it actually did . 

A collection of mixed £rankings, each cover 
letters (mim, ale/ , ra, shin ; " Marsh'', ) w rit­
ten right to left, preceded by the figure " r " ). 

This data, written four months after the 
Ker ak stamps were supposedly obsolete and 
after Advise r Kirkbride had moved on to the 
post of British Adviser at Amm an, shows 
th at either the ovember , 1920, supply of 
the first gener al issue of Transjordan w as 
too small , and soon exhausted, causing th e 
M ajlis ldara stock to come into currency 
fo r a second period in 1921 , or th at a pur­
chase r of one of th e local stamps in 1920 

found th e adh esive still valid and accepted for 
postal use four months l a ter. There is no 
question of its possible fi scal use in this case 
due to th e nature of th e cancellations and 
the lack of a personal seal or signature any­
w here on or near the st amp. 

No Envelope 

The oth er side of th e piece, which measures 
6 x 40 cm. and includes th e upper left cor­
ner of a sheet of thick paper, bea rs fr agments 
of a letter or report, inco rpo rating th e w ords: 
" ... over umber 8 .. . " and an unidenti­
fi ed signature. It m ay have been folded and 
sealed as old-fashioned stampless covers, 
wi th out envelope, or it may have gone 
through th e mail as a small postal card- type 
message. M r. Salameh does not remember 
th a t th e Arab L egion office r concerned knew 
or mentioned anyth ing about its use or how 
it came into hi s possession . 

It was not until th e month of use of th e 
·Salameh copy of this st amp th at th e political 
s itu ation became clarified in th e Jord an area, 
thus permitt ing the es tablishment and ade­
qu ate functioning of a uni fo rm postal se rvice. 

It was during the initi a l period of use of 
the M ajlis ld ara stamp of K erak ( O ctober 
and N ovember , 1920) th a t the Emir Abdul­
lah ibn Hussein, son of Arab King Hussein 
and brother of King Feisal I of Syri a and 
Iraq, crossed the desert stretches of No rthern 
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H ejaz and entered wh at is now Jordan at 
M a'an. From M a'an, on 5 D ecember 1920 

the prince issued a proclamation announcing 
his assumption of the office of Viceroy of the 
Kingdom of Syri a in the name of his brother 
and for the purpose of recovering the realm 
from th e French. H e invited the local trib al 
and municip al authorities, including those of 
Kerak, to cooper ate in r aising th e necessary 
forces to liber ate the French-occupied major 
portions of th e kingdom. 

Historic Date 

On M arch I , 19 21 , H is Highness pro­
ceeded to Amm an wi th his a rmed fo rces, in­
tent on attacking th e F rench fa rther north, 
but was restrained by th e British of P ales­
tin e w ho persuaded th e V iceroy to remain 
in Amm an w ith his army and to continue to 
admin is ter th e Transjordan provinces of 
Syri a unde r British mandatory cont ro l. The 
British, th rough no less a personality th an 
C hurchill himself, w ith L aw rence of Arabia 
as his adviso r, agreed to wo rk fo r the res­
toration of th e Arab kingdom in all of Syria. 

Thus was born th e provisional r egime, then 
emirate and fin ally th e Hashemite Kingdom 
of J ord an. 

In his memoires, th e late King Abdullah 
notes th at during this month of March, 192 1 , 

until hi s effective ass umption of authori ty in 
Amm an, " th ere was no inter-communication 
between th e districts". "W e linked all the 
distr icts toge th er into one unit and removed 
th e administrative barr iers between th em", 
Abdull ah goes on to say. 

King Abdull ah's st atement , th en, would 
appea r to furni sh us w ith a t least a cl ue as 
to why a Majlis l dar a st amp of K erak of 
October-November , 1920, came to be used 
on historic March 1, 192 1, on th e eve of th e 
es tablishment of a unifo rm postal adminis tra­
tion fo r th e first time throughout all of 
J ord an. 
L

properly described and th e reason for the 
combin ation explained, is a phil atelic plea­
sure to inspect. W e are sure th e owner w ill 
also derive much satisfaction from this 
choice. Such a collection shows not only 
diligence in collecting but also phil atelic 
knowledge, the lack of which w ould make it 
impossible to assemble and properly classify 
the material it presents. 
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CANADA 

1 Oc Pri nce Consort of 1859 

Pos ition No. 97 Retouch And Repa ired Impression 

By W. E. LEA * 
The R etouch and Recut side lines of the 
IOc. Prince Conso rt issue was first discovered 
and th e plate posi tion given by M r. R . W. T. 
L ees-J ones in 193 r. The info rmation con­
ce rning th is ext raordin ary var iety was firs t 
publ ished in " th e Phil atelic J ourn al of Gt. 
Br itain. " (September 193 I ). 

H aving recently had the opportunity of ex­
aminin g th e proof and thi r t een copies con­
tained in M r. L ees-Jones collection, I was 
surprised to make the discove ry of an ex­
ample of a repaired impression w hich does 
not show du plicati ons. 

As w ill be seen f rom th e enlarged illust ra­
tion and fro m the sketch di agr am, the lower 
r ight-hand corn er of th e background has 
been re touched by th e strengthening of many 
lines, both horizontally and ve rtically. Both 
the left and r ight outer frame lines have also 
been recut fro m posit ions level w ith th e J 

of Canada, and th e A. of P ostage, and down 
th eir entire length until j oining the bottom 
frame line : here th e left-side recut ends, but 
th e right-h and recut continues round the 
angle of th e corner and along th e bottom 
fr ame lines fo r approximately r ~ mm. The 
cross-l ined background in th e lower r ight 
co rner has obviously received th e attention 
of the engraver because many of th e vertical 
and horizontal lines have been s trengthened 
in several pl aces. One can observe th at 
some of th e horizontal lines encroach slightly 
on th e w hite space between the la teral frame 
lines. 

* Mr. Lea is a well-known British stamp dealer 
of the f irm of J .. E. Lea with offices in London and 
M anchester. 
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Fig. 1. Enlarged illustration of Pos. 97 from 
the Proof Sheet showing recut corner at lower 

right. 

The retouching is confined to the space be­
low the Rom an numeral "X " except for two 
short horizontal lines immediately above the 
right-h and extremity of its base. 

Mr. Lees-J ones successfully proves it to 
be position No. 97 in the sheet. The identi­
fic a tion is th e recut side lines together with 
a guide dot which occurs in the ' lower margin 
immediately below the left nume ral X . On 
sort ing the thirteen copies into th eir printing 
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CANADA ' S IOC OF 1859 
Fig. 2. Sketch showing the characteristics of 
the recut . 

groups, I found a mint copy of the Black 
Brown Printing No. 1: four copies Printing 
No. 3 : two cop ies Printing No. 4: one copy 
Printing No. 8. The 9th to the 16th print­
ings were not represented , but there were 
exampl es of the 17th, 19th, 23rd and 26th 
Printings. Careful examination of th e las t 
four printings revealed a phil a telic phenome­
non, for whilst the evidence of position 97 
was th e re, in the recut side, base lines and 
th e position dot under the left "X", all ev i­
dence of the retouch had disappea red and th e 
cross-lined background had been completely 
restored (see Fig. 3). 
THE COL
It immediately occurred to me th at here 
was evidence of a co-inciding re-entry, and 
undoubtedly th e first proven case in Canadian 
philately of a repaired impression which does 
not show duplications. The only poss ible ex­
plana tion of this restoration of the back­
ground to a compl ete sta te, is th at sometime 
between May 31, 1862 and July 9, 1864, 
( th e respective dates of th e 9th and 17th 
printings) the plate of th e IOc. h ad been re­
entered o r alternatively position No. 97 had 
been compl etely repaired by th e re-applica­
tion of th e tr ansfe r roller. 

It is interes ting to note th at when th e side 
and base lines were recut by hand , th e im­
pression on th e pl ate must have been much 
deeper and wider th an th e co rresponding 
impressions made by th e transfe r roller , for 
whilst th e printings subsequent to th e 17 th 
show all th e frame lines strength ened, th e 
position of the o rigi nal recu t lines is sti ll 
obvious and can eas ily be r ecognised. 

A s th e retouch and recu t occur on the I st 
printing and on a proof, I am of th e opm10n 
that, owing to a short transfer of position 
No. 97 , th e engr ave r was obliged to strength­
en this subject by retouching and recutting 
befo re th e pl ate was put to press. 

U nfortun ately, th e rarity of this variety 
has precluded th e discovery of th e ac tu al 

(Continued on P age 338. ) 
Proof 1st Prin~ .3rd Print 8th Print. 

17th Print 19th Print 23rd." Print ,,.26th Print. 

Fig. 3 . A series of 10 stamps from Pos . 97 , showing the recut on the Proof, 1st to 4th and 
8th printings ; while the 17th 19th , 23rd and 26th printings do not show the recut on this 
position . This would indicate that sometime between the 8th and 17th printing, Pos. 97 
was re-entered . 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
"No r th-If/ es t Pacific I slands" , the Nature 
and make-up of the di/Jerent overprinting 
f orrns by ]. R . W. Purves, F. R. P. S. L. 
Melbourne, The Hawthorn Press, 1953· 

This small 22 page monogr aph deals ex­
clusively with th e st amps of the Australian 
Commonwealth overprinted "N. W. P acific 
I sland s". The life of this overprint was 
from 1915 to 1925. The stamps were circu­
lated and used in th e Pacific Colonies taken 
from Germany during World War I , and oc­
cupied by th e Commonwealth Forces. They 
included German New Guinea, the Admiralty 
I sland s and the Marshall Islands. 

Mr. Purves has brought his keen observa­
tion and flair for detecting philatelic varie­
ties to bea r on th e subject of the overprint­
ing. Thus he has enlarged very considerably 
our knowledge of these stamps. 

This monog raph is highly technical. It is 
a good example of the study of the plating 
methods used to a rrive at a reconstruction 
of a typog raph ed overprint. 

This book , while highly useful to the stud­
ent of typography overprinting or to the 
student of Australian phil ately, seems to be 
too technical for the less mature collector. 

H . D.S. H. 

N eues H andb uch der Briefmarkenkunde. 
Two sections: Reih e B Lieferung 2; Reih e 
A Lieferung 1, 1953 and 1954. 96 pp. each. 
Frankfurt am Main, published by th e Associ­
ation. American sales agent, Fritz Billig, 
Jamaica, N. Y. $r.50 each. 

The fi r st section of th e new continuation 
of th e work begun as th e Kohl Handbook 
was revi ewed by us in THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

PHILATELIST July 1953· At th a t time we did 
not have information as to any American 
sales so urce for th e se ries ; nor was it sure 
that any further sections would be issued . 

But me anwhile, the next two sections have 
appeared. Let us hope that nothing w ill 
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again interrupt this work, so th at the many 
co untries still need ing to be covered may all 
h ave treatm ent. Likewise, we desire that the 
ea rlier section s be extended from the 192o's to 
our own times. 

R eihe B sections are continu ations from the 
point or date re ached by Dr. Munk or Major 
Rudolphi. Like Section 1, which we re­
viewed, this one continues the story of Ger­
many's own stamps, covering the period 1927 
to 1932. Semi-postals, Zeppelins, and other 
issues are trea ted in their ,chronological or­
der, along with regul ar postage issues. On 
all of these much attention is given to book­
lets, both as to pane make-up and as to covers 
used in making the booklets. We note what 
seems to be ample treatment of the Zeppelin 
flight postmarks. Likewise, much judgment 
seems to have been used in which flights to 
mention, as well as how much to say about 
each. 

Reihe A sections ex tend the work beyond 
countries reached. The first of them, that 
at hand now, starts Macao, reaching to 
1941 with th e intermedi ate stones of the 
various values in that year (the lithographed 
Padroes type) well pictured and th e peculi­
arities of each position adequately charted. 

In this section, the treatment of each stamp 
or issue is somewhat less detailed than on 
the German stamps in the R eihe B section 
just discussed. It is, in fact, very carefully 
modelled on th e method, scope and even 
wording of the late Dr. Munk. Thus, in 
contrast to the full historical treatment, go­
ing into what is really not at all relevant to 
the stamps, of the German semi-postals, there 
is nothing beyond bare naming of th e sub­
jects on the Vasco da Gama commemorat ive 
se ries of 1898. But the hi storical introduc­
tion about Macao wanders far afield, g iving 
much which is not rel a ted in the leas t, nor in 
any way exp lan atory, to things postal. An 
excellent tre atment of British postal service 
in Macao, from st ampless days to its end, 
and of th e ea rly Portuguese se rvice, 1870 to 
1884, follows. 
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BooK R EVIEW S 
W e cannot help referring to a cu rious mis­
interpretation, which Dr. Munk often used, 
th a t has been carried into this section. The 
color changes of 1885 are referred to as re­
sulting from "adherence to the U. P. U." 
Now it happens that the U. P . U. color 
scheme fo r the three major rates in green, 
red and blue was not adopted until 1896. 
Thu s fa r nobody has put on phil a telic rec­
o rd th at even a voluntary use of any such 
scheme was in effect in the 188o's. Indeed, 
the countr ies referred to as using it seem to 
have hit on it strictly by accident, and not 
st ayed with it in many cases for the very next 
new iss ue af ter they had supposedly adopted 
th e plan. Macao itself departed from the 
supposed scheme with the 1894 issue. 

It is hard to do an adequate review of 
th ese "Kohl Extension" sections without 
either emphasiz ing minor shortcomings or 
rh apsodizing upon what is simply really good, 
adequ ate handbook writing. As w ith every 
handbook, the philatelic interes ts of the writ­
ers and those of the audience to whom they 
write, make w hat often seem like arbitrary 
inclusions or omissions occur. This reviewer 
suspects th at, a t leas t in th e case of Macao, 
omissions mean that no ac tual information 
exists in most cases. That is not the case 
for the strictly non-postal surcharging of 
1929 to make "New York Worlds Fair" m a­
teri al out of the then current 5oa. A less 
concise treatment here might have been 
useful. 

In short: these two sections are up to the 
needed stand ard for coverage of their con­
tent. They are taking their proper place 
along with th eir precursors. (S. G. R.) 

Checklist and Guide for th e Stamps and 
Coins of th e Ryukyu I slands. Published by 
The International Ryukyu Stamp and Coin 
Society, Box 9666, Station S, Los Angeles 5, 
California. r952. 

This useful little 32 page monograph was 
compiled by an editorial board consis ting of 
Mr. J. N. Wong, Chairman, Mr. H. F. 
Bowker, M r. Chet Geesey, Mr. R. P. Alex­
ander , Dr. J. D . Comroe, Mr. Bruce Conde, 
Mr. K atsutaro Mori, Mr. J oj in Tomiyama 
and Mr. K ai K akinohana. 

It is mainly a checklist of the issued 
stamps, postal stationery and coins issued for 
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use in the Ryukyu I slands during its entire 
history. There is also included a chronicle 
of the I sland s' history and details of the 
Treaties between the United States and the 
Kingdom of Lew Chew (Ryukyu). The 
Official Rele ases of the Postal Administr a­
tion of th e Ryukyu I sland s are also repro­
duced verbatim. 

The ed itori al board has labored long over 
this book, so it is quite obviously a labor of 
love. We could w ish, however, th at a little 
more time had been given to better organiz­
ing the m ate ri al and to presenting it in a 
form more readily compreh ensible to the 
western mind. It would also have been 
beneficial to have spent more time in proof 
re ading. The page of corrigenda pasted 
inside th e back cove r is not at all complete 
when one ca refully reads this book. 

This volume is important to th e student 
of th e Ryukyu an stamps and to the student 
of Japanese postal history. Its value to the 
general collector is questionable, because 
there a re no illustrations or other means to 
guide the reader through the maze of the 
m ateri al. As proof, this reviewer, who is 
himself something of a student of Oriental 
philately and familiar with Oriental modes 
of thought, found himself lost several times 
while trying to digest the information given. 
(H. D.S. H .) 

Evolution of World Posts. By Charles F. 
Meroni, Ll.M. Chicago 1954. Privately 
published; 34 plus 52 plus 54 plus 144 plus 
136 plus 4 pages. 

The Meroni pos tal history collections, dis­
persed a t auction in 1953, were the product 
of a quarter century of acquisition and study. 
They surely we re th e most widely compre­
hensive, selective accumulation of the sor t 

· ever assembled in No rth America. 
The knowledge acquired in making these 

collections is now put into permanent form 
by Mr. Meroni himself. The three auction 
catalogs, wi th their multiplicity of most use­
ful illustrations, fo rm an integral part of this 
volume. All items discussed in the 34 pages 
of tex t are referred to by the catalog-section 
illustrations, if pictured therein. 

To th e best of this reviewer 's knowledge, 
nobody has ye t put together into one treat­
ment the development of postal se rvices with 
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the whole of Wes tern Civilization as a unit, 
prior to the volume now in hand. Since that 
is the case, one may expect the normal gaps, 
usual shortcomings, of pioneer work in any 
field. Such flaws and insufficiences must not 
be weighed heavily against any real se rvices 
that th e book can deliver. 

Can this book be of wide use? The answer 
is emphatically, "Yes." It contains accounts 
of many aspects and phases of postal devel­
opment in the period 1489 to around 1850, 
which have hitherto been inaccessible in our 
language. It brings together others which 
have been on record, but isolated. In par­
ticul ar, in emphasizing the Venetian, French 
and other sou th-European postal beginnings, 
it provides a most useful corrective for pre­
occupation with British beginnings and their 
extension in North America. 

This reviewer would have liked more em­
phasis on the essential similarity of postal 
practice throughout Europe from Muscovy to 
Leinster, from the Morea to the orth Cape 
in the 17oo's and on. But perhaps it is not 
re asonable to expect so wide a scope in a 
pioneering work. What is included is so 
widely enlightening that it would be churlish 
to carp at there not being more outlook­
broadening material. 

The chapter on the Venetian "A. Q. 
sheets " from 1608 on is surely a first-rate 
contribution to the postal knowledge now 
available in our language. The following 
chapter on other pioneer postal stationery 
brings together material whose mutual bear­
ings have not previously been made patent. 

The final two chapters on "Pioneer Classic 
Adhesive Stamps" and "Pioneer Aero-Phi­
lately" are not up to the standard of their 
co mpanion sections. The airmail section par­
ticularly contains material th at is considered 
doubtful by some of our leading authorities. 
This is the weakest part of th e book. 

Let not rather careless proofreading, al­
lowing misspellings (of names mostly, such as 
" Edinborough" for Edinburgh) annoy any 
user. 1 or need th e careful avoidance of the 
real and objectionable meaning of th e name 
King Bomba in favor of the Bowdlerized cur­
rent version, be weighed heavily. 

The bibliography has many curious lacunre 
and citations of earlier than current editions 
of certain works. (S. G. R.) 
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100 J ah re Oesterreichische Briefmarke. 

This ' book was published in 1950 by the 
Austrian Postal Administration in Vienna in 
commemoration of the moth anniversary of 
the appearance of the country's first postage 
stamps. The volume attests to the great 
skill and craftsmanship of the Austrian State 
Printing Works which produced it. 

Numerous ar ticles discuss each issue of 
Austria 's Postage, Newspaper, Dues, Tele­
graph and 1 ewspaper Tax stamps. Also de­
scribed are the stamps issued in Lombardy­
V enetia, the Levant, Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Liechtenstein. Al as, there is no trace of 
original r esea rch to be found anywhere. The 
articles are based mainly on earlier phila­
telic publications, and sad to relate the origi­
nal mistakes found in the earlier writings 
are encountered again. 

Of lasting interest ar.e the illustrations of 
numerous essays that were prepared for 
various issues of Postage, Semi-Postal 
and Postage Due stamps. Many are 
shown here for the first time. Among them 
are some gems of art which are a pleasur.e to 
look at. Following is a chapter of biographi­
cal sketches of those artists who designed and 
engraved the stamps and essays. Another 
section of the book makes a survey of the 
technical development in the manufacture of 
the stamps. This article gives many details 
and carries illustrations both of which are 
of considerable interest. In the last chap­
ter some old documents relative to the his­
tory of the stamps of Austria are reprinted, 
all of which were known before. The sec­
ond part of the book consists of twenty pic­
ture plates, four of them in color, showing 
fine reproductions of both classic and modern 
Austrian stamps. 

It is regrettable that the Austrian Postal 
Administration did not seize upon an oppor­
tunity like this to produce a publication con­
taining some new information. As it appears, 
no attempt was made to unearth from the 
archives facts th at would have thrown new 
light into some old unsolved problems. 

In spi te of these shortcomings, this ex­
tremely well-printed book will be a valuable 
addition to any philatelic library, because of 
its history of the first hundred years of 
Austrian stamps. 

Frank Kohn 
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UNITED STATES 
More on the First Special Delivery Stamp 

By STEPHEN G. RICH 
This second article aims to bring onto 
printed reco rd in one place, items of further 
inform ation on this 1885 stamp, which have 
came to my attention since the comprehensive 
cove rage of it in the January 1954 number of 
this magaz ine. Some of th e information may 
not be of significance nor of wide interest, 
but it all either fil ls chinks in th e story as 
g iven or changes some thing previously st ated. 

Mention had been made in th e January 
ar ticle th at no report of designer and en­
grave rs had appa rently ever been published. 
In th e "Essay-Proof Journal" dated July 
1953, which actually did not appear until 
November of th at yea r and thus was not 
avai lable when wri ting my ar ticle, Mr. Sol 
Altman gives thi s information (page 183). 
The names may be of use in identifyi ng pe-
THE COL
culi a riti es of th e stamp as typical of the 
work of th e men. These men are: 

D es igner: Thomas F. Morris, Sr. 
Vignette engraver: Charles Skinner. 
Frame and lettering eng raver: D. S. Ron-

aldson. 
A striking addition , however, is the dis­

covery of a fourth first day cover of the 
1885 Special Delivery stamp. R ecord of 
thi s appeared in th e "Ame rican Philatelist," 
May 19+8, page 616, but under a title that 
almost "au tomatically" excluded any notice 
being taken of the report by those interested 
in this field. Owned by Frederick A. 
Wheeler, who showed it to me and men­
tioned th e record of it in print, this was 
mailed October 1, 1885, early morning, at 

(Continued on Page 334.) 
.. 
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The Fourth Known First Day Cover of the 1885 Special Delive ry Stamp. 
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GUADELOUPE 
A History of the Postal Markings, Their Style and Use 

By ROBERT G. STONE 

(Continued from P age 278.) 
Miscellanea 

Some of the minor varieties and miscel­
laneou s types of markings listed in the cata­
logue but not discussed above call for topical 
mention: 

Abbreviations, Mispellings and Errors in Town 
Postmarks : 

Among the minutiae of Guad.eloupe post­
ma rks, some curious vagaries of orthography 
will be found. The mi sspelling "Gouade­
loupe" (Type G) has already been men­
tioned . In th e ea rlier types of circular post­
ma rks (T ypes C, D and E) th e word 
"Saint ( e)" in town names was usually ab­
breviated; but beginning in 1870 with th e 
revised dies of Type E and throughout th e 
la te r T ypes excepting J, " Saint(e)" was gen­
erally spelled out. In order to distinguish 
between th e two places having th e same 
name of "Capes terre", initi als ("G.P."; 
"M.G." ) or "MARIE-GALA TE" (T158, 
T205 , T251 , T278, T412 , T4I3) were added 
to indicate on which island the place is lo­
cated . In several cases satellite postoffices 
( nearby hamlets) were issued marks in which 

Type F:T205 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
the name of the main office and the satellite 
were combined: e.g., " Ste Rose L.B." (T184, 
T254) for La Boucan, and " Capesterre-St. 
Sauveur" (T288, T310) for St. Sauveur; 
th e main offices in these cases were at the 
same time distinguished by adding " (Bourg)" 
in their postm arks: "Ste Rose (Bourg)" 
(T332), etc. (T307). Postoffices in certain 
of the smaller island dependencies : Terre-de­
H au t, T erre-de-Bas, Desirade, St. Martin, 
and St. B arthelemy, have never had any post­
marks with the name of a village, since only 
one office has existed in each. However, 
Marie Galante island used a general post­
mark (T167) briefly in the 187o's after it 
had already for years been using town post­
m a rkers at three places! The addition of 
M. G.", "Mie Gte" or "MARIE-GA­
LANTE" after th e names of Grand Bourg 
(Tr II , T252, T28I) and St. Louis (Tr 79, 
T 450) in their postmarks was necessary as 
there are other pl aces (not postoffices) by 
those names in the colony. The errors, 
"Sainte (fo r Saint)-Claude" (T177), "Saint 
(for Sainte)-Rose" (T454a) and "Vieux­
Port (fo r Fort)" (T460), are the only ones 
noted beside the "Gouadeloupe" marks 
(T275-T290) . 

045 0 80 0 90 
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
Postage- Due Markings : 

One ph ase of the due-markings of Guade­
loupe about which very little is known owing 
to the sca rcity of material, concerns the mark­
ing of charges on letters received from 
abroad. In earlier times , before 1865, most 
of the incoming mail was unpaid and if de­
posited in the postoffice for delivery had to 
be ma rked with the postage due. Presuma­
bly the regular sol, centime, and decime 
m arks (Dr-D31) were successively used for 
this purpose. However, in the 1862-76 
period it seems that the amount of postage­
due was handstamped only in centimes in 
large double-lined numerals (D45, D55) of 
a style very similar to that used concurrently 
in France. After I 876 countries which had 
joined the UPU marked their outgoing for­
eign mail that was unpaid or part-paid with 
a capital "T" or the word "Taxe" and the 
amount of due in Swiss centimes. The re­
ceiving country was supposed to affix post­
age-due adhesive stamps covering the amount 
to be collected. Guadeloupe first issued ad­
hesive due stamps in 1 877 and thereafter 
used either its own or the French Colonies 
General Issue dues stamps at the larger post­
offices-but until 1884 only on internal mail. 

The stand ard French cachets "AFFRAN­
CHISSEMENT / INSUFFISANT" and 
"TIMBRE / INSUFFISANT" (D70, 
D7 I) were regularly used in Guadeloupe 
from about 1862 to 1880 on letters which 
were mailed only partially prepaid . In later 
years (to 1920 ?) the former mark was oc­
casionally still used but apparently only on 
internal mail , the "T"-in-triangle (D8o) 
serving more generally in this period for 
marking both unpaid and pa rt-paid letters. 

The obliteration and cancelling of postage­
due adhesives at Guadeloupe has a special 
history. The 1877 issue of dues was oblit­
erated either with lozenges L6 or Lg or 
with dated postmarks (T154, T172). The 
I 879 and I 884 issues of dues, as well as the 
General Colonial dues issues of 1884 and 
1892, and the later Guadeloupe dues stamps 
were all generally cancelled with the stand­
ard contemporary dated postmarks, at least 
by the larger postoffices, but sometimes with 
lozenges (L15, L28, L38, Lgo). However, 
many of the smaller postoffices were not 
regularly if ever stocked with postage-due 
stamps, and the Administration of Posts from 
330 THE COL
time to time authorized or permitted these 
offices to use postage stamps as due stamps 
and cancel them with the "T"-in-triangle 49 

(perhaps even precancel them thus). This 
was commonly done during the 189o's and 
until 1905; also at Capesterre in March 
1928. We have seen several covers which 
may or may not be unusual, in which tele­
phone or telegraph messages or bills were 
delivered by mail and the charges recovered 
with postage stamps stamped "T" affixed to 
the covers and cancelled with the dated post­
mark. The "T" is even found occasionally 
on postage-due stamps, especially in recent 
years. At Capesterre (G.P.) and Grand 
Bourg the lozenges (L15 , L63) which origi­
nally served there before 1876 were exhumed 
and used more or less regularly from 1893 to 
abo ut 1900 to obliterate postage-due stamps 
of the 1893 French Colonies General Issue. 

Since about 1920 the "T"-in-triangle be­
comes rare, having been largely supplanted 
by capital "T" 's in block-letter style (D90). 

"Paquebot": 

The special arrival markings ("paquebot", 
etc.) recommended by the UPU since 1891 
for use at all seaports to cancel stamps on 

PAOUEBOT :BASSETERRE 
. PAOUEBOT 
510 511 

loose ship-letters were apparently never in­
troduced at Guadeloupe until the 192o's 
(Sro-12) 40 • Prior to that time ordinary 
postmarks were applied to stamps on loose 
letters; even in recent years the " paquebot" 
mark is often omitted, as postmasters in 
many important seaports of the World are 
prone to be very lax in carrying out the 
regulations regarding marking of loose ship­
letters. 

On February 14, 1936 the Swedish liner 
Gripsholm called at St. Barthelemy in course 
of a winter passenger cruise ;00 the postmast­
er there, moved by the novelty and sentiment 
of the occasion, cancelled some mail from the 
ship with the straightline "SAINT-BAR­
THELEMY" (T42) handstamp normally 
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POINTE-A-PITRE 
GUADELOUPE 

GU A: D f L ~ U '£ 

BASSE-TfftftE 

, 
CHAl\GE 

Left-hand Columns 
Reading down : 

L96 

T40 (Rl 5-16) 

T41 (Rl5l 

Rl 

R5 

RlO 

Rl2 

Miscellaneous Marks: 

Right-hand Columns 
Reading down : 

C7 

I 2 

F20 

C2 

C5 

I 2a 
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used on registr ation labels and A vis de R e­
ception forms. 

" BM " ( Boite Mobile ) : 

Since about I 887 the daily mail wagon h as 
collected letters from points ( boxes) or indi­
viduals located between postoffices along the 
Pointe-a-Pitre-Basse-T erre route. These 
le tters are marked with an oval cachet (Mr) 
insc ribed " BM" (fo r Boite Mobile= trav­
eling o r mov able box) and postm arked at 
any one of th e postoffices along th e route ; 
we have seen, besid es Pointe-a-Pitre and 
B asse-Te rre : Baie-M ahault, Petit-Bourg and 
Capesterre. Whether the "BM" mark is 
applied by th e co uri er or th e postoffices we 
are not ce rtain ; however, the indications from 
th e covers seen are th at th e offices apply the 
" Bl\I[" upon rece iving th e letters from the 
courie r, since th e pos tm arks and the " BM" 
are in th e same ink . An odd ity we found is 
a post age-d ue st amp of F rench Colonies 1884 
iss ue cancelled with th e " BM"! (No other 
colony used th e " BM" in oval a t th at time.) 

It is possible th at oth e r Guadeloupe routes 
m ay use a tr avellin g box o r provide a pick­
up se rvice between postoffices ; in 193 I for 
example, mai l buses also r an the following 
routes :51 Basse-Terre to St. C laud e, St. 
Francois to P ointe-a-Pitre, P ointe-a-Pitre 
to Moule , Pointe-a-Pitre to Anse-Bertrand , 
and Ste. Rose to P ointe-a-Pitre. In add ition 
th e re were mail boats (steam, sail , or canoe) 
to th e various depend ency island s, and circling 
Guadeloupe proper51. 

A Note on Forged and Phantom 
Cancellations 

There is a considerable number of va rie­
ties of illegitimate markings which ei th er 
closely imitate genuine Guadeloupe ones or 
pretend to be genuine ones th ough wi th ou t 
close resembl ance to any. Most of such 
fakes seen by us we re apparently th e wo rk 
of phil a telic merch ants in an effort to aug­
ment th e supply of " used" stamps for th e 
trade. In this category we note imitations of 
Type E or F postmarks, some with the out­
side circl e too small , the inner one too large 
and th e letters too small; others have ap-
332 THE COL
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proximately co rrect dimensions but a re al­
ways so smud gy or greasy they cannot be 
re ad . Types J and H h ave been imitated 
realistically excep t for having th e positions 
of th e postoffice name and colony name in­
te rchanged (e.g. : "GUADELOUPE 27 
JANV 13 POI NTE A PITRE" in circle 
23.5 mm. diam., on a rc 1905 stamp). 

The forged ad hesive st amps (Fournier 
et al) of th e 1891 , 1892, 1903-04, and 1912 
issues of Guadeloupe (as well as th e forged 
Dubois I ssues of French Colonies) fre­
qu ently bear fo rged cancell ations also; th ese 
are mostly fai rly good imitations of T ypes 
E, F , J o r I. Serrane li sts : "ST LOUIS 2 
JUIL 91 GUADELOUPE", " BASSE­
TERRE 21 J U I N 92 GUADELOUPE", 
and " POINTE A PITRE 2E/2 r JANV 91 
GUADELOUPE" ( th e latter also w ith date 
"92", t o which we can add "12"). BP2 of 
th e British P acket Agency is forged ( too 
small) and used on forged 8oc Eagle stamps 
of th e French colon ies. 

The phantom cancels are too va ri ed to de­
sc ribe here but they may be suspected by 
th eir complete lack of resembl ance to any 
genuine Guadeloupe markings, incl uding ir­
relevant and even nonsensical inscription s; 
some are purposely made smud gy to fool 
th ose w ho do not kn ow the genuin e types and 
di mensions. Collecto rs must not confu se 
th ese fa kes w ith the many foreign cancell a­
ti ons which are found on Guadeloupe st amps; 
th e fo reign cancels can be very mystifying to 
one un acquainted wi th th e markings of ship 
lines se rving the Caribbean and w ith paque­
bot and arrival m arkings of the American 
and E uropean seapo rts to which Guadeloupe 
letters might go. It is a large subj ect beyond 
th e scope of th e present a rticle; a partial 
guid e w ill be fo und in th e articles by Stone 
and H oltsize r 5 dealing with foreign mark­
ings on Martinique st amps, which are quite 
anagolous to those on Guadeloupe stamps. 
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z ine, May 14, 1937, pp . 468-469. 

P. Bouvet: L'Echo de la Timbrologie, No. 923, 15 
June 1934, pp. 583-88. 

36 P. Bou vet: L'Echo de la Timbrologie, No. 943, 
15 Ap ril 1935 , p. 369. 

37 P. Bouvet: L'Eclio de la Timbrolo gie, No. 984, 
JI D ec. 1936, pp. 801-802. 

38 R. G . Stone : Am er. Ph il., Sept. 1945. pp. 937-
938. 

39 R. G. Stone: Amer. Phil., Nov. 1942, p. 123. 
P. Bouvet: L 'Echo de la T imbrologie, No. 941, 15 

March 1935, p. 246. 

40 M. A . Studd : Paquebot and Ship-Lett er Can­
cellations of th e H'orld, I894-I95I. R. Lowe, Lon­
don, 1953. 

41 R . G. Stone: "French Stamps used in Guade­
loupe," COLLECTOR S CLUB PHILATELI ST, Jan. 1954. 
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42 R. G. Stone: Am er. Phil., Nov. 1942, pp. 122-
125; R . G. Stone and R. Holtsizer: Phil . and Po st. 
Hist., 1954· 

43 Bourselet et al : Op. Cit. 
E. F. Hurt, Phil. Mag., M ay 14, 1937, p. 469. 

45 R . G. Stone: "St. Bart's, Sweden's West Indian 
Colony", Th e Posth orn, Vol. l , no. 4, Oct. 1944. 

46 Yvert et Tellier: Catalogue France et Colonies, 
Pt. II, Colonies. Amiens, 1938 . (See: " Guadeloupe" ). 

Le Coll. de Timbre- Poslc, 1901, pp. l l, 140. 

47 La R evue Guadeloupeen, 1947. 
Fran ce and Col. Ph il ., No. 46, July-Aug., 1949, 

p. 16. 

48 Le Pileur : L es Marques A eropos tales de France 
et Colonies, 1936. Suppl. I, 1939· Amiens, Yvert et 
Cie. 

49 L e Coll. de Timbre-Pos le, 1903 , p. 289 ; 1905. 
pp. 168 and 202. 

L'Ech o de la T imbrologie, 1928, p. 1162. 

50 Sveriges Filatel isk-Forenings Riksorgani sation: 
Handbok over Svenska P ost ocli Makulerin gs -st emplar,. 
I685-I95r. Stockholm, 1952, p. 286. 

Gl Exposition Coloniale International e de P ari s : 
Guadeloupe, Guyan e, Martinique, St -Pierre-Miqu elon. 
Paris, 193 l , Soc. d'Ed . Geog r., Mar. et Col. 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

November 17th 

" Canada", to be presented by Gerald Firth . 

December 1st 

" Postage Stamp Design", by Franc Ritter 

December 1 5th 

" Mexico", to be presented by John Bash , 
James Beal , David Golden , and others. 
U. S. FIRST SPECIAL DELIVERY 

(Continued from Page 328.) 

Meriden, Conn., to Norwalk, Conn. Post­
mark gives hour as 8 a. m. Contents estab­
lish that it is 1885 use; nota tion on front by 
recipient indicates it was first special delivery 
cover received at Norwalk. By courtesy of 
Mr. Wheele r , the owner, a photograph of it 
is here shown. 

The dates of the Belgian special delivery 
usage, as they appear in the J anu ary ar ti­
cle, seem to have become scrambled as 
printed . At any rate, subsequent investiga­
tion in what I consider reliable handbooks 
on Belgium established that the service began 
in Bruxelles in 1874, was extended to Anvers, 
Li ege and Gand in 187 5; and to all offices in 
1883. 

Likewise, th e correct date for our own 
first Special Delivery act is March 3, not 
March 5, 1885. The act extending Special 
Delivery to all offices is 23 Stat 220, enacted 
August 4, I 886. In giving the dates and 
statute number oth erwise, I relied upon 
sources w hich further investigation has 
shown to contain numerous misprints. It is 
my desire now to put it on record that these, 
L

which I had accepted as presumably the 
most reli able st a tements, are actu ally in er­
ror. I am indebted to Dr. J ohn A. Kn app, 
Hempstead, L. I ., N. Y . for th e co rrect in­
fo rm ation and an evaluation of the reli a­
bility of th e various source references. 

Up to w nting this article, no addi­
ti onal uses have appea red . Howeve r the 
use on the IC J efferson postal card, men­
tioned in th e January article, would appear 
to have been a new method_ of quickly reach­
ing someone w ithin th e same city, in those 
pre-telephone days. It is from a ew York 
City uptown send er to a far downtown ad­
dressee. Was this of ten done? And in 
other cities? I at least would like to know. 
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T H E CLU B HOUSE 
Meeting on Sept. 15, 1954 

Mystery Panel Night 

The season-opening meeting was designed 
as a novel type of feature night, in which a 
group of invited "experts" were to show 
their ability to apply their stamp knowledge 
by talking on material which they had not 
previously seen. For this purpose, Maurice 
Tripet and S. G. Rich were commissioned to 
provide the needed exhibits. These were 
framed during the afternoon, and covered. 
The meeting room was held closed until 
8 p. m. 

President John J. Britt, opening the meet­
ing, welcomed the members back and intro­
duced visitors from as far afield as Texas, 
as well as several members whom we had 
seldom seen at gath rings .. 

Mr. S. G . Rich, acting as master of cere­
monies, asked the chosen experts to retire to 
the 2nd floor lounge, whence they would be 
called individually to do their parts. 

The first to be called was Malcolm 
O'Reilly, who was confronted with Reunion 
from the collection of Miss Louise Clemen­
con. Given a full minute to examine it, he 
was then asked to speak about it. With 
witticisms about "an island other than the 
Emerald Isle", and comments "that these 
were actually stamps", he got the meeting off 
to an easy start. 

Mr. Herbert Bloch, called next, was con­
fronted with two frames of Dogs on Stamps, 
a topical collection of Mrs. Johanna E. Rich. 
Rising to the occasion, Mr. Bloch expounded 
the topical point of view, with due atten­
tion to the philatelic standing of the stamps 
shown. He was particularly happy in call­
ing attention to the arrangement according 
to the various breeds of dogs; in treating of 
the showing of Newfoundland Dogs on the 
stamps of that country and St. Pierre-Mique­
lon; and in calling attention to the little 
poodle on the seat of the sulky plow on the 
U. S. 2c Trans-Mississippi. 

Mr. H. D. S. Haverbeck, following after 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
the hearty applause won by Mr. Bloch, was 
confronted with two frames of France Sower 
Type, lent for the occasion by Mr. Raoul 
Lesgor. Somewhat to the surprise of many, 
who fancied that Mr. Haverbeck knew noth­
ing of any stamps using our own Roman 
alphabet only, he was able to explain many of 
the varieties. In response to questioning 
from the floor, he showed understanding of 
the many coil strips included, as well as of 
the fact that they were I I stamps long in or­
der to be positively identifiable as coils. 

Mr. Louis Stich, confronted with an ex­
hibit of the U. S. 1939 current Postage Stamp 
Coils, from Mr. Edward Hill's collection, 
candidly admitted that he is a student of the 
earlier stamps, so that he could not give a 
coherent story on them. He appealed for aid. 
Mr. Rich volunteered, explaining the show­
ing of coil outer wrapper ends, plate num­
ber coil pieces with their difficulties of identi­
fication, the special position pairs, and other 
little matters. 

Mr. Edwin Mueller, called next, was con­
fronted with a single-frame exhibit of the 
Official Stamps and Converted Officials of 
Italy, 1875-78. His comments were directed 
mainly to the many covers. These showed 
use of the officials by municipalities, and use 
of the converted officials for various postal 
rates after they had been overprinted for 
general use. Handling a small showing of 
material which might seem to lack glamour, 
Mr. Mueller brought out its significance most 
interestingly. 

Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs was then con­
fronted with a selection of Switzerland ma­
terial from Mr. Tripet's collection. Talking 
on it, his comments dealt largely with the 
peculiarities of the early "Strubelli" issues, 
such as the matching and non-matching of 
color of the silk threads in the Dickinson pa­
per with stamp color. He went on to dis­
cuss several examples of unusual usage and 
postmarking, extending into the 20th Cen­
tury, which were in the compact but very 
fine showing. 
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Mr. E lliott P erry was the last speaker. 
Confronted w ith two fr ames of U. S. Tran­
sition to Stamps, I847- I860, he expla in ed 
first th e small extent to w hich st amps we re 
used in th e days befo re 1856, th e special ra te­
including postm arks for th e st ampless se rvice 
in th at pe riod, and th e r emarkable difficulty 
of fi nding th e l 847's on covers fr om various 
offices known to h ave received th ese st amps. 
H e went on furth er to elucid a te th e usages, 
as shown, w ith coll ect mail at 5 cents, pre­
paid (but not usu ally w ith st amps) at 3c, 
from l 85 l on . In particular, since the ma­
teri al was l a rgely from his home a re a, north­
e rn New J ersey, he was able to furnish m any 
detail s of th e usages . The survival of st amp­
less mailing for fo reign m ail , into th e l 86o's, 
long afte r it w as outl awed for domestic mail , 
was his closing th eme. 

After th e experts had t alked, the materi al 
was left in th e fr ames fo r half an hour, so 
th a t the members might examine it at their 
convenience and in th e light of th e comments 
w hich h ad been made . Seve r al groups in­
spected various exhibits w ith interes t, having 
discussions of featured items shown. C ertifi­
cates of appreciation went to th e loaning ex­
hibitors as well as to th e participating experts. 

Meeting of O ctober 6, 1954 

H onduras 

A small Amer ican ind epend ent R epublic­
small in size, population, indust r ial capacity 
and phila telic interest- became better known 
to those w ho attend ed the meeting on thi s 
O ctober night. M r. Irving I . G reen, accom­
panied by Mrs. Green who does not collect 
st amps, journeyed down fr om Boston, Mass. 
to share with us his knowledge of his " fi rs t 
love in philately", the st amps of H ondu ras. 
A good , solid reputation as a knowledgable 
stud ent of these stamps h ad preceded him be­
cause Mr. Green has w ritten comprehensive 
resea rch articles on this specialty fo r many 
st amp publications, including THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PH ILATELIST. 

Mr. G reen opened his exhibit and lectu re 
by dwelling at length upon th e history of 
H ondur as. H e spoke for some time befo re 
t urning to th e stamps in th e frames. T his 
h ad been plann ed deliberat ely. Ou r speaker 
is among th ose w ho believe th at one suffers 
THE CO
in phil a telic appreciation if he lacks th e his­
to rical and geographical background of th e 
country. In addition, th e political history is 
mos t essential to better evaluate th e st amps 
and th eir circumstances fo r issuance and use. 
Some few in the audience may have fe lt th at 
th e speaker lingered too long upon th e his­
torical int roduction. T he great majority, 
however, listened and lea rned so w hen M r. 
G reen fin ally led his audience to th e st amps 
and cove rs in th e fr ames, one knew and un­
derstood H ondu ras better. 

Th e fi rst issue of 1865 w ith two stamps 
of a 2 reales denomin ation a re conside red 
by M r. G reen as made more fo r political 
publicity th an for post al use. F irst of all , 
2 reales d id not t ally closely w ith th e exist­
ing post al r a tes . So th e fi rst st amps we re 
put out to publicize H ondu ras in o rder to 
fl oat a huge issue of bonds to build a r ail­
road across th e coun try. The fir st st amps 
a re enm eshed in deep mys tery. Where we re 
lhey printed? In w hat qu antities? Why th e 
des ign and th e infc riptions? O ne source r e­
cord ed th at th e st amps we re prepared and 
pr inted in Belgium. M~. Green doubts this 
because nothing about th em- th e paper, th e 
ink or th e wo rkmanship- bespeaks of E u ro­
pean production. 

Next came th e provisionals of 1877 , also 
st amps of consid er able mys tery. O ne fi nds 
very few used copies o r use upon origin al 
covers. 

The first definitive issue was printed by 
th e Nation al Bank Note Comp any and 
pl aced on sale in I878. A re-issue of this 
se t of seven fo llowed I I years late r in 1889, 
printed by th e American B ank Note Com­
pany. Mr. G reen mounted each denomina­
t ion of th e 1878 iss ue alongside its compan­
ion fro m th e re-issue so th at th e color va ria­
t ions we re easily disce rnible. 

A most fasci nating per iod in th e phil atel ic 
history of H ondu ras occurs w hen a pl an was 
set in motion to prod uce its st amps locally. 
A n I t ali an li thog rapher , G hizzoni , was com­
missioned to prepare th e st amps. A true 
a rt ist, w ith an ar tistic t emperament, this 
lithographer was such a perfectionist th at he 
continu ally delayed th e fin al product to the 
complete handicap of th e gove rnment. The 
res ult was a lack of supply of st amps necessi­
tat ing recourse to foreign pr inter s. 

Eventually this led to th e in famous See-
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beck affair th at sullied not only Honduras' 
philatelic popularity but left its mark for 
decades upon almost all Latin America's 
stamps. Seebeck was a shrewd opportunist. 
As head rep resentative of the now defunct 
H amilton Banknote Company, Seebeck 
cap ita lized upon the paucity of funds in 
countries like H onduras to supply postage 
s tamps wi thout cost in return for the right 
to print from th e original plates for phila­
telic sale. Of particular interest in Mr. 
Green's frame were some cove rs w ith the 
high denominations of Seebeck's issues. Their 
use, of course, was phil atelic but with a 
genuine postal use mailed by an agent to 
Seebeck here in ew York. 

The R ailroad I ssue of 1898 was fascinat­
ingly explained by our speaker. Because his 
time was running short and th e keen interes t 
of many in the audience for the l ater air­
mails, Mr. Green was forced to go over 
quickly the interesting 1900 to 1930 period 
with its many locally lithographed and pro­
visional issues. 

One of philately 's mos t sensational iss ues 
is that group of Honduras, the I 5 air mails 
of the 1925 issue (Scott only lists I 3). They 
fascinated many of America's greatest phi­
la telists, th e most prominent being the late 
John N. Luff of th e old Scott Stamp and 
Coin Company. Mr. Luff, as editor of the 
Scott Catalogue, secured the original lot of 
them and proceeded to study the stamps in 
minute detail. His work w ith th e pl a ting 
and se ttings of the overp rints rem ains as 
practically letter perfect, a remarkable 
achievement when viewed by following stud­
ents. Mr. Green has devoted years of re­
sea rch and study to the first a irmail issue of 
Honduras. H e has ferreted out avia tion his­
tory connected w ith the stamps of exceptional 
interest. H e has accumul ated the finest hold­
ing of th ese st amps outside of Mr. Luff's 
o riginal collection, now th e property of The 
Phil atelic Foundation. 

Although th ese valuable airmail stamps 
have been described in many past articles, a 
number being authored by Mr. Green, no one 
has ever attemp ted th e compl ete story. Now 
having gath ered an enormous fund of know l­
edge about the first airmail issue of Hon­
duras, Mr. G reen has promised us to write 
th em up in THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST. With this commitment, those interest-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
ed must await the future appear ance of these 
articles ra ther th an read ing at this time a di­
ges ted version of what Mr. Green told his 
audience. 

This commentator's final word on th e Hon­
dur as exhibit was the great display of en­
thusiasm and interest evidenced on the part 
of our speaker. Granted th at Honduras is 
not popular philatelically, ye t we notice that 
our keenest collectors seem to "follow the un­
beaten path". H aving outlived the prejudices 
ca used by the Seebeck affair, one notices a 
remarkable revival of interest m Latin 
America, especially the Central Am erican 
countries. Some of our best contemporary 
phil atelists a re specializing intently in Costa 
Rica, Guatemala, N icaragu a and Salvador. 
Irving I. Green showed us that Honduras is 
"a philatelic gold mine". (H . M. G.) 

The Library Committee reports the acqui­
sition of the following: 

" D er Brief Als Kulturgeschichtliches Studien 
und Sammelobjekt" by A. F. Kump­
Mikuli. (German). Gift of Mr. Edwin 
Mueller. 

* "wo lahre Osterreicltische Briefmark e" 
Wien 1950. (German) Gift of Mr. 
M artin Sellinger. 

Th e St ella Catalogue of D rnmark. First 
Supplement 1954 by R. King-F arlow. 

*Checklist and Guide for the Stamps and 
Coins of th e Ryukyu I slands 1952. Pub­
lished by the International Ryukyu Stamp 
and Coin Society. Gift of Mr. ]. N. 
Wong. 

Stanley Gibbons' Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1955-P art II. Foreign Countries, 
Europe and Colonies. Publisher : Stan­
ley Gibbons, Ltd ., London. 

Stanley Gibbons' Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1955-Part I. Briti sh Empire (Com­
plete). Publisher: Stanley Gibbons, 
Ltd., London. 

Zumstein E ur opa Katalog 1955 Edition. 
Publisher: Zumstein & Cie., Berne, 
Switzerland. 

Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1955-V ol. II. Scott Publications, Inc., 
New York. 

*Reviewed in this Number. 
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CANADA 

(Continued from Page 324.) 

date when the repair occurred, but it must 
have been between January 23rd , 1862 and 
July 9th, 1864-the respective dates of the 
eighth and seventeenth printings. All stu­
dents of Canadian stamps should examine 
their copies of the IOc. 1859. If they dis­
cover examples of either the first or second 
state of this variety, they should communicate 
with me, and if possible send the specimens 
for my inspection: only in this way can it be 
established when the repair to the IOc. pl ate 
took place. 

From th e writer's own observations, it 
would appear that the line-engraved plates 
of the 1859 issue were subject to frequent 
* "N eues H andbuch der Briefmarkenkunde 
A.1 - Macau 1884-1942". (German}. 
Gift of Mr. Fritz Billig. 

* "N eues H andbuch der Briefmark enkunde 
B 2 - D eutsches Reich 1927-1932. (Ger­
man} Gift of Mr. Fritz Billig. 

Specialise Berck Catalogue, France, Colonies, 
Grn erales 1849-1955. (French). 

" La Timbrologie Haitienne, 1881-1954'' by 
Leon Montes. (French}. 

Annual R epo rt of th e Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution 1953. 

"Schedule of Mails and Postages in 1841)-­
A Philat elic Discovery" by Maurice C. 
Blake. 

M uller-Katalog, Schweiz, Liechtenstein .1955. 
Publisher: Ernst Muller, Basel, Switz­
erland. 

Thorp-Bartels Catalogu e of United States 
Stamped Envelopes. Published by Pres-
cott Holden Thorp, etcong, N. J. 

" Stamps and Posts of th e French Oceanic 
Settlements" by R. H. Houwink. Gift 
of Mr. Stephen G. Rich. 

" S ellos Postales de la R epublica Orien tal de[ 
Uruguay-Complete index of the issues 
1877-1900" compiled by Robert Hoffman 
(Spanish} . Gift of Mr. Stephen G. 
Rich. 

"The J elf er son Davis Postage Stamp Issues 
of the Confederacy" by George N. Mal­
pass. Gift of the Society of Philatelic 
Americans. 

Th e Bull's Eye Vol. I No. 5/7 Publication 
of the Friends of Brazilian Philately. 
THE CO
Wrona D eutsclzland Spezial Katalog 1955 
(German}. 

" J ohtaja Rich. Granbergin K okoelma Su o­
men Ehioita". Valtion Postimuseossa 
Helsingissa. Luettelo. (Finnish). Gift 
of Mr. Frederick A. Brofos. 

At the Board of Governors meeting held 
September 29th, 1954, the following new 
members were elected : 

4257 Capt. Henry E. Bernstein, U. S. N., 
San Diego, Calif. Collects British 
America. 

4258 J acques R. Thomen, Santiago, Domini­
can Republic. Collects Latin West In­
dies. 

4259 Rev. Arthur Bruce Moss, New York, 
. Y. Collects Tibet, N apal, India. 

4260 Charles L. Hoffmann , Bellerose, N. Y. 
Collects United States, General Foreign. 

4261 W. H. Edwards, Kansas City, Mo. 
Collects United States, Hawaii. 

4262 Chris Sanford, Troy, . Y. Collects 
Canadian Postal History from 1893. 

4263 Peter A. S. Smith, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Collects Egypt, Sudan, Levant Postal 
History. 

4264 Charles W. Remele, Santa Barbara, 
Calif. Collects United States 1851-57. 

4265 Charles L. Roser, M. D., Louisville, 
Ky. Collects Confederate, Ireland. 

4266 Frank J. Colletta, Brooklyn, . Y . 
Collects Italy, American Military Gov­
ernment and United States. 
L

repair-far more frequently th an is gener­
ally realized , and the incidence of plate varie­
ties on the later printings of the IOc. de­
nomination , which are not to be found on the 
early printings, persuades one to the opinion 
that the JOc. plate must have been re-entered 
throughout. 

For those re ade rs not initiated into plate 
study, I would define a repaired impression 
as a subject on a plate that has been re­
stored by the re-application of the transfer 
roller , af ter the plate has been put to press 
and been used for printing stamps. 

Consequently, where a repaired impression 
has been identified, the stamps printed from 
that position would be found in two states­
the original state before repair , and the sec­
ond state following repair. 
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Get it Now­

Y our 1955 Scott Catalogue 

Vol. II, Standard Catalogue (Europe, 
Asia, Africa ) .... .. .... ... ....... $5.00 

Vol. I, Standard Catalogue (U. S. , 
British Commonwealth & Ameri-
can Nations) .. .... .... .... ..... . $4.00 

Combined Edition, Standard Cata­
logue (Vols. I & 11 bound to-
gether ), out in Nov ... .. .. .. $8.00 

Scott's U. S. Specialized Catalogue , 
out in Nov. . ....... ... .......... . $3.50 

Order today from your dealer . 

Scott Publications, Inc~, 
580 Fifth Avenue, New York 36 
Stamps ior Sale ? ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted us regarding the conversion of Philatelic 
Properties into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION • 
we can offer early dates and attractive terms. Expert supervision of all material by an 
experienced Philatelic Auctioneer. Liberal advances p ending sale. Comprehensive insurance 
and Holmes Electric Protection saf eguards your property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
distribution is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
successfully places Collections, Stocks and Rarities where this method is preferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITINC 

!! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
ii 
§ 

! 
for the outright purchase of suitable material regardless of amount. ! 
Our Advice, Backed by 28 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade , is at Your Disposal ! 

..-~~~~~~~~~I_n_r_or_m_a_t_io_n~C-he_e_rl_u_U_y_G_i_v_en~~~~~~~~~~~~~-=·~--. 

IRWIN HEIMAN . INC. 
S erving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Room 708 £ Tel.: J U 2-2.393 

! 
-
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GUATEMALA 
The tremendous Joseph Mandos Collection of Guatemala, 

prize-winner in many competitions, is now part of my holdings 
of fine Latin American material. 

From 18th century to date the collection comprises covers, 
including stationery, scarce multiples, proofs, errors , varieties, 
with a range of beautiful cancels throughout. 

Your inquiries are invited for specialist material of Guate­
mala or any other Latin American country. When this ad appears 
we shall be somewhere in Central America , searching for fine 
stamps and covers to offer you . 

A special GUATEMALA bulletin , offering a range of material 
from the MAN DOS collection, wi 11 be issued shortly after the first 
of the year. A postal request wi 11 assure your receiving one . 

RICHARD N. CON·E 

606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A. 
LI. 5. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 
Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 

Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tul ip Avenue , Floral Pa rk, N. Y. 
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SANABRIA 
will give you complete information 

on all air mail stamps 

including errors, varieties . . . . . Proofs, Essays, Specimens 
Air rate Stamps ,.--' Postal Stationery 

Aerogrammes 

§ANABRIA~§ AIR PO§T CATALOGUE 
1954- 55 (including supplements ) 

$6.00 post free 

SANABRIA'S UNEXCELLED NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

Dependable • Complete • E'conomical 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO .• INc. 
A. Medawar, President 

521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
Vol. 
Vol. 

These Back Issues are available at the following prices: 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2.00 per copy 
From 1941 to date 1 .25 per copy 

v ( 1926 ) Oct. Vol. xx ( 1941 ) All issues 
VIII (1929 ) Apr., Oct. Vol. XXI ( 1942 ) All issues 

Vol. x ( 1931 ) Jan ., Apr., Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan . I, II ; Apr. I, 
Vol. XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II ; Jly.; Oct. I, II 
Vol. XII ( 1933 ) All issues Vol. XXlll ( 1944 ) Jan. I, II ; Jly.; 
Vol. XIII ( 1934 ) Apr., Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
Vol. XIV ( 1935 ) All issues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 ) All issues 
Vol. XXVI ( 1936 ) All issues Vol. xxv ( 1946 ) All issues 
Vol. XVII ( 1937 ) All issues Vol. XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 
Vol. XVIII (1938 ) Jan . Vol. XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
Vol. XIX ( 1940 ) Oct. Vol. XXVlll ( 1949 ) Jan. , Apr., Oct. 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-54 ) All Six Issues 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
(2500 to 3500 Lots each) 

and 

MAIL SALES 
( 6000 to 7000 Lots each ) 

conducted monthly. 

Richly ill ustrated Catalogs free. 

Publish ers of 

Mercury §tamp Journal 
edit ed by EowIN MUELLER 

Last issue 25c, older sample copy I Oc. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Telephones: MU 2-7106 a nd 2-6976 

Cable Address: MERCSTAMP NEWYORK 
x THE COLL
16th MAIL SALE 
November 20, 1954 

1000 LOTS 

AMC 

CERMANY 

I SRA EL 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

ROOSEVEL TIANA 

mint, used , blocks, full sheets, errors, 
va rieties, postal stationery. Flight & 
Zeppelin covers, Rockets, etc . 

Catalog free on request . 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Collectors Club 
S. L. BA YER. Pro1>. 
Offer these to us-Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

small collections to an accumu­

lation of one of the oldest 

U. S. A. Dealers. Outright cash 

purchase or, if desired, Auction . 

Cet more for your stamps! 

Write us today. 

Ask for free copy of our 

Auction Catalogue! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7-3830 
E

THE HOUSE OF 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
EXCLUSI VELY 

Mint + 
Sets + 

Used + Single Stamps 
Miniature Sheets and 
Collections. 

WRITE for our 1954 Catalog 

T h is comprehensive price list of standard cata· 
log stamps of the World pertaining to AIR 
MAIL STAMPS, AIR RATES & AVIATION 
TOPICS is an IDEAL GUIDE and CHECK LIST 
for Collectors. 

50c Deductible from 
First $5 Order 

Our Prices are right. Our stock Is about 85 % 
complete. We buy & Sell Quality Air Stamps. 

Member: A . S. D. A., C. C. of N. Y., P . T . S. 
Ltd . and all leading U. S. Philatelic Societies 

NORMANDY STAMP STUDIO, Inc. 
12051 Ventura Place, Studio City, Cal. 

Box 1111 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 6 



£00/u'ng for fbarly !fssues? 

''JULIARD 
Classics of Quality" 

offers you plenty of gems 

with Juliard's guarantee 

Many distinguished collectors all 

over the world have benefitted. 
Are you one of them? Why not? 

It is free , prices are very moderate , 

and you will enjoy a perfect service. 

Write today: 

A. S. JULIARD, Narberth, Pa. 
THE COLL ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
EUROPE 
Commencing in February, I will make an 
extensive European trip of over a months 
duration . This will take me to most of 
the important stamp centers in England 
and on the Continent. 

Please do not hesitate to advise me of 
your needs well in advance of my depart­
ure . I will then make careful note of 
your requests and would send you any­
thing of particular interest direct from 
Europe . Advanced specialized material 
STILL is definitely in longer supply on 
the other side of the water. 

An Agent for M essrs. Robson Lowe 

Ltd., of London, England, for 

Canada, the United States and 

th e E uropean Continent. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
6 Myles View Place, 

Toronto, Willowdale , Ontario 
A. S. D. A., C. S. D. A., A. P. S. 

Collectors Club of New York 
FOR 

Clatuiic 
!Ju~ 
WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS BOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
N

SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
of ~boi~e 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
O. 6 XI 



Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. 
XII THE COLL
Do You 
Look After 

Your Stamps? 
The answer will probably 

be in the affirmative, so you 
will be interested to hear 
about the " Regent" album 
in which all fine quality 
stamps deserve to be housed . 

This attractive album con­
tains fifty superfine white 
card leaves , size 10 V4 ins. 
by 9 314 ins., which are 
double linen-hinged and 
printed with soft grey quad ­
ri I le squares . Each leaf is 
protected with a glazed 
transparent interleaf which 
obviates all friction . The 
rich navy blue fabrikoid cov­
er, with artistic gold tooling 
on the spine , has a patent 
binder so that the album 
leaf can be inserted or re­
moved without disturbing 
the rest of the album. A 
fabrikoid covered slip - in 
case to match protects the 
album which is moderately 
priced at $11 .75 including 
postage . 

The album will make an 
elegant addition to your 
philatelic treasures so, write 
to-day to Robson Lowe Lim­
ited, 50 Pall Mall, London, 
S. W. 1, or our agent in 
U. S. A.: Carl Pelander, 545 
Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
N. Y. 
1954 

B.N.A. Catalog 
a complete 44-page illustrated list­
ing of Canada, British Columbia, 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia , Prince Edward Island 

including 

mint and used Blocks, Plate Blocks , 
Officials, Postal Stationery, Reve­
nues and I mperforates. 

PRICE 10c 
(Refundable on a $2.00 order ) 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

strong in B.N.A. 
11 lustrated catalog sent on request. 

J N SISSONS 59 WELLINCTON W , 
, , TORONTO, CANADA. 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII , NO. 6 



A New Collectors Club Handbook 

EARLY AMERICAN 

PERFORATING MACHINES 

AND PERFORATIONS 

1857-1867 

By Winthrop S. Boggs 
33 Pages .... 20 Illustrations •••. Price $1.00 

This booklet contains the study originally published 
in this magazine (Vol. XXXIII, Nos. 2-3) along with 
further information added. 

Collectors interested in the early stamps of the 
United States, Argentine, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa 
Rica, Hawaii, Mexico, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Nicaragua, Nova Scotia, Peru and Salvador should con­
sult this study because those issues were products of 
American Printing firms, the stamps being perforated 
by the same machines. 

Mr. Boggs, recognized for his Newfoundland and 
Canada books, was praised by many philatelists here 
and abroad for the wealth of new information that he 
had found on perforating when the original articles 
were published. 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 35th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 
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' ' 
AUCTIONS OF QUALITY 
to be held by the New York and London Houses 

of the H. R. HARMER Organisation 
• • • 

November 29, 30 (London) 

The 2500th Au~tion of D. R. Barmer, Ltd. 
Comprising General Properties with a number of important collections offered en bloc. 
Also the ·fabulous find of United States Columbians in sheets, estimated to bring $20,000-
$25,000, and also to be offered as one lot. 

• 
November 29, 30, December 1, 2 (New York) 

Two important sessions of United States, 
with fine 19th and 20th Century issues. 

One session of Air Post 
including the collection formed and offered by order of Mr. Harry Eggleston of Berkeley, 
California, with further errors and rarities of other owners. 

One session of General Foreign 
including single rarities, sets, collections by countries, wholesale, etc . 

• 
December 6, 7 (London) 

The 35-volume "James Durham" Collection of United States, 
specialized in 19th Century issues; offered by order of the Trustees . 

• 
December 13, 14, 15 (New York) 

Ceneral Properties of the World 
Another extensive group of material from various owners with items of interest for everyone. 

• • • 
Catalogues of N cw York auctions, gratis. 

A limited number of London catalogues available from H. R. Harmer, Inc., at 5oc each. 

D. B. DABMEB!I In~. 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 

Plaza 3 - 6481 

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY 




