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HARMER, ROOKE & Co. Inc. 
PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS 

Are Privileged to Announce That They Have 
Received For Sale The Following Collections 

ADMIRAL, FREDERIC R. HARRIS 0 'F NEW YORK 
9 The Magnificent Collection of Italian States, Lombardy-Venetia, 

Ceylon Victoria 

H. M. KINC CAROL II OF ROMANIA 
e Some of the World's Greatest Rarities 

DR. LEWIS L. REFORD OF MONTREAL, CANADA 
e The Famous Collection of British North America 

OSCAR A. SCHENCK OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
e United States, British Colonies, General Foreign and the 

Famous Collection of Mexico 

HOMER ALLEN OF NARBERTH, PA. 
e An Outstanding Collection of United States 

DR. JAMES W. BURTON OF VAN NUYS, CALIF. 
e A Highly Specialized Collection of Liberia 

In addition several other small but choice properties have been received for salea The actual 
value of the above listed collections is over 

ONE MILLION DOLLARS 
and it is doubtful whether any firm of Philatelic Auctioneers has ever received for sale at one 
time so much fine material. 

Despite the spectacular list of properties now on hand for sale we are still prepared to handle, 
without delay, valuable collections or single stamps of fine quality. Your stamps will bring 
more if sold as a part of the Auction Program which includes these creat name collections. 

WHATEVER YOUR INTERESTS THERE IS BOUND TO BE MATERIAL IN YOUR 
FIELD. SO IF NOT ALREADY ON OUR MAILING LIST WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE CATALOGUES. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS of FINE STAMPS 

560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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Should We Give Russia Money? 

In these days of the cold war with Com­
muni sm and the countries th a t embr ace 
Communism, collectors a re faced wi th a 
problem of considerable 'magnitude. Th at 
problem has been brought to a head recently 
when one of the Communist coun tries, with 
which we a re maintaining a cautious r elation­
ship, made a bold bid for more U. S. dollars 
by appoi nting a philatelic agent and launch­
ing its camp aign with a commemorative set 
for one of th e Communist holy days, May I. 

Phil ately in the past has conventionally 
ri sen above nation alism, politics and the shifts 
and changes of gove rnment. Collectors had 
continu ed to coll ect Germany and J apan, 
th ough war raged with th em. One of the 
great values of th e hobby has been th at it 
penetr ates tr ansient political conditions and 
acts as a kind of universal language between 
peoples. But now, in the atomic age, when 
the ideas of the wes tern nations and those of 
the Communi st block clash in mortal conflict , 
can th at continu e to be true? Should col­
lectors in this country pour money into the 
coffers of Ru ss ia, Hunga ry, R omania, Jugo­
slavia, C hin a and th e other countries that sub-
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scribe to Communist doctrine? Whenever 
yo u buy a new Hungari an set, for instance, 
you are making a direct contribution to th e 
Hungarian treasury, a con tribution which will 
a id in th e cold war against us. 

It may properly be argued that the col­
lector cannot be troubled by questions as 
th ese, and is removed from any worry as to 
the use hi s money is put to by th e recipient 
government. It may equally be argued th at 
considerations of t as te and prudence require 
him to think ca ref ully of the consequences of 
his actions. St amps are a wonderful propa­
ganda medium. Journals like the N ew York 
Tim es and th e ff/ orld-Telegram and Sun 
which wou ld not dream of printing the usual 
kind of Communist propaganda, have no he si­
t ancy in r ecording Communist stamp issues 
and in effect advertising them to innocent po­
tential purchasers. The issues of Russ ia, dis­
tributed by a Soviet philatelic trust and w idely 
offered here, form an incredible gallery of 
p1 opaganda, both in kind and in qu antity, and 
h<.ve given th e Kremlin hundreds of th ousand s 
of U . S. doll a r s. Should we continue to 
make such money contributions to the Red 
economv? There is no easy answer, and ce r­
t ainly s.uppress ion of phil~telic information or 
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a ban on imports is no proper solution. On 
the oth er hand should philatelic writers and 
dealers continue to promote Communist 
propaganda in the form of postal paper with 
the same impartial energy as they promote the 
issues of friendly countries? It is a ques­
tion philately has not heretofore had to 
answer, but it is one that now must be given 
the most earnest and soul-searching thought. 
134 THE COL
Stamps reflect history, and th at too is one of 

their values, but the unparalleled world situa­

tion, plus the ruthless dishonesty of the Com­
munist propaganda, tod ay, may merit a cau-

tion in dealing with enemy issues which has 

never before been necessary. 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 
Broaden the Scope of Exhibitions 
There is a strong, traditional tendency 
among philatelists to concentrate on the stamp 
itself as an object of study, to subordinate 
the design to the method of production and 
to the usage. There are other groups to 
whom the design is the ultimate reason for 
collecting. Each is examining a portion of 
the whole, that which appeals to his own 
particular fancy. It must be the purpose of 
organized Philately to integrate these parts 
so that the whole is eviden t to the spectator. 
This purpose can only be achieved by the 
education and broadening of the outlook of 
the individual. It should be the purpose of 
the Philatelic Societies to promote such a 
program. For it is only in these Societies 
th at the devotees of the various aspects can 
have a common meeting ground. 

More important, however, is the presenta­
tion of stamp collecting to the public. This 
is the function of the International and Na­
tional Philatelic Exhibitions. These are fail­
ing of their purpose if they do not present the 
whole panorama of Philately to all who come 
to see what stamp enthusiasts collect. 

Unfortunately, this purpose has not as yet 
been entirely accomplished. There is still a 
lack of understanding of the universality of 
appeal of stamps . There is a concentration 
of effort to only one aspect of collecting. 
This is the traditional approach to the stamp 
itself, which must be studied from the point 
of view of its method of production. The 
current ideal in collecting is the study of the 
plates it was printed from, the papers it wa~ 
printed on and the methods of separation 
used. It is even more remarkable that cer· 
tain groups of countries whose stamps, even 
if studied down to the last fly-speck , have 
never yet won a top award in an Interna­
tional Exhibition. The reason being given 
that the stamps themselves are not "worthy." 
If Phil ately is to progress, this approach must 
be abandoned. A IL traditional studies must 
be judged on the basis of completion, knowl­
edge and research. 

More important must be a recognition of 
the differing aspects of collecting. The Postal 
History collection must cease being a step­
child. The topical or thematic collection 
must be given recognition . A step in the 
right direction would be the es tablishment of 
multiple Grand Awards, one each for tradi­
tional study in both the 19th. and 20th. cen­
turies, one for Postal History and one for 
Topical collections. 

The issues of the 20th. century, now in its 
5oth. year, must gai n their rightful place. It 
may be that they cannot compete with the 
old classics. But certainly they should not 
be treated as not " real Philately." l\1any of 
these issues are as interesting to the tradi­
tional stud ent as the old classics, and cer­
tainly there is much more material available 
for study than there is of the classics. 

T t must be recognized by the organizers of 
Philatelic Exhibitions that Topical collections 
cannot be judged by the same set of standards 
as collections of postal history or research 
collections. The approach is totally different. 
It emphasizes the design and subordinates 
both method of production and usage. Its 
field is the symbolism or iconography of the 
design. There can be as many topical col­
lection s as there are types of design. It can 

(Continued on Page 193.) 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX , NO. III 



UNITED STA TES 

Alexandria 

in the Civil War 

By GEORGE . MALPASS * 
The Alexandria Bicentennial celebration in 
1949 had focused considerable attention on 
and aroused great interest in this old his­
toric Virginia city. Several interesting arti­
cles have been written and probably others 
will appear in the phil atelic press, de aling 
wi th coloni al events and places of interest in 
Old Alexandri a. It was ce rtainly a rendez­
vous of the great during colonial days-not 
only for those w ho lived nea rby, but for 
numero us other fa mou s persons who gathered 
there or paused in traveling. Historic spots 
and landmarks abound everywher e, and a fine 
description of colonial Alexandria h as been 
given by G. L. Geilfuss in his "Vignette for 
Two Centuries."** 

P erhaps in projecting most of our thought 
backward through two centu ries we are apt 
to forget th at A lexandria was an important 
and historic spot during the Civil War, and 
that so me of its landm arks and events have 
been recorded for us by n.eans ot those in­
teresting fragments of Americana w hich col­
lector s des ignate " P atriotic Envelopes ." 

Occupying a str ategic position just aci;oss 
the Potomac from th e city of Washington, 
Alexandria was of immense milit:uy import­
ance, a fact re ad ily appreciated by the Fed­
eral general army staff. 

The ci tizen s of A lexandria had figured 
prominently in th e early events leading up 
to a rmed conflict between th e Northern and 
Sou th e rn States. In 1859, w hen John Brown 
seized the arsenal at H arper'> Ferry, th e 

*See page 193. 
** 11",·rldy l'hilatrlir Gossip, :\larch 26, i949, 

pag-e 1 1 2. 
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ala rm soon spread, with exaggerated re­
ports of the numbers and acts of the in­
surgents. Some of the l a rger towns in the 
vicin ity sent out troops in an attempt to re­
store order. Alexandri a furnished Duffey's 
Artillery, composed of 49 officers and men, 
in service 38 days; Smith 's Mount Vernon 
Guards, 52 office rs and men, in service 19 
days; Mayre's Alexandria Rifles , 58 officers 
and men, in se rvice 21 days. These troops 
were all present at the execution of John 
Brown , but the actual capture w as made by 
a detachment of United States M arines sent 
out from th e W ashington Navy Y ard , and 
under th e co mm and of Lieuten ant-Colonel 
Robert E . Lee, destined to become one of the 
g reatest military leaders of all time. It has 
been stated th at the order s were delivered 
into his hand by Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart 
while Lee was making a purchase in Lead­
beater 's drug store, Alexandria, one of the 
old est pharmacies in the country. 

When President Lincoln issued his call for 
seventy-five thousand volunteers " to serve 
three months in suppressing th e rebellion," 
troops poured into Washington and took up 
quarters in various positions surrounding the 
city. One of th e first regiments to reach 
Washington was th e New York IIth, also 
called the First Fire Zouaves, commanded by 
twenty-four year old E. E lmer Ellsworth. 

On the morning of May 24, 1861 , w hen 
th e Union forces crossed into Virginia, Ells­
,.,·o rth 's Zouaves occupied th e ci ty of Alexan­
dria. Then occurred w h at is now called the 
"Ellsworth Incident," an event of g reat im­
portance in arousi ng th e people of the North, 
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ALEXANDRIA IN THE CI V I L WAR 
who, up to this time had been lethargic in 
their acceptance of the Secession movement. 
In order to fully appreciate the incident it is 
necessary to have some knowledge of the m an 
Ellsworth, and his earlier exploits. 

Eph raim Elmer Ellsworth was born in 
M echanicville , New York, in 1837. His 
ambition w as to attend W est Point, but he 
was too poo r to afford th e preliminary edu­
cation required , and w ent to wo rk inste ad. 

While still quite yo ung he took a position 
in C hicago, as a pa tent solicitor, and studied 
law. H e was still interes ted in milita ry mat­
te rs and w hile in Chicago organized a regi­
ment kn own as th e National G uard Cade ts, 
and later as th e U . S. Z ou ave Cadets. Its 
members we re bound to abst ain fro m liquor, 
tobacco, profanity and all excesses. With 
th ei r picturesque uni for ms and excellent pe r­
fo rmances th e cadets became famous, and 
large crow ds attended their d rills. E ll s­
wo rth also se rve d as an officer in th e Illi­
nois National G u ard , and was appointed to 
th e governor 's guards. 

In I 860 he entered th e l aw offi ce of Abr a­
h am Lincoln in Springfi eld , Illinois as a law 
stud ent , but devo ted himself pr incipally to 
th e presid enti al campaign of th at year. 
A fter th e election, E ll swo rth accomp anied 
th e presid ent-elect to W ashington and pro­
posed th e fo rm ation of a militia bureau, w ith 
himself as chief. While he was aw aiting the 
outcome of his proposals, th e W a r broke out. 
Ellsworth th en w ent to New Y ork and orga­
nized a r egiment of voluntee r firemen, w hich 
became known as th e New Y ork F ire 
Zouaves. This regiment was mustered into 
se rvice and w as among the first troops th at 
we re sent to W ashington. 

On the morning of M ay 24th , wh en Ells­
wo rth 's Z ou aves entered Alexandria, th e 
colon el, w ith a few of his officers and a 
squ ad of soldie rs w ere proceeding tow ard 
th e cente r of th e town w hen th ey saw th e 
Confede ra te Sta rs and Bars flying from the 
rooftop of th e M arsh all H ouse. E llswo rth 
dete rmined to remove the fl ag, so ascended 
to th e roof with two of his companions and 
TH E CO
tore down the fl ag with his ow n h ands. As 
he descended the st airs w ith the flag in his 
a rms Ellsworth w as shot through the heart 
by J ames T . J ackson , proprieto r of the hotel. 
J ackson in turn was promptly shot dead by 
F rancis E . Brow nell, of Ellsworth 's escort. 

E llswo rth 's body was t aken to W ashing­
ton , wh ere it lay in st ate in th e East R oom 
of th e White H ouse. It was la ter t aken to 
Ne w Y ork , and fi nally to hi s birthplace fo r 
buri al. 

The event was co mmemorated far and 
wide, and numerous P a triotic Envelopes ap­
peared w ith port ra its of E ll swo rth , th e de ath 
sce ne, o r quotat ions fro m his letters. H is 
ac t was desc ribed as one of "great bravery" 
in th e Nor th , w hil e Sou th ern ers labeled him 
" H ousebreaker and T hi ef." It see ms str ange 
th a t th e ac t ual hero of the littl e d rama, 
J ackson , h as been forgo tten ove r th e passing 
year s. H ere was a man, too! In th e face 
of ce rt ain death he chose to avenge th e wrong 
done to his beloved Stars and B ars, and 
quickly paid th e penalty wi th his life. 

C harles Magnu s, th at g rea t innova to r of 
P a t rio tic designs, issued an envelope bea r­
ing a r eproduction of th e M arshall H ouse. 
H e also combin ed this w ith th e death scene 
on both envelope and song-lettershee t, as 
shown in th e accompanying illustration, (See 
F igure 1) . T hese a re executed in bl ack, wi th 
bea utiful coloring applied by h and w ith a 
bru sh-stencil. Both th e envelopes and song­
shee ts a re great r a rities. There a re other 
fi ne E ll sworth P atriotics by Kimmel, Whit te­
mo re, and oth er publishers. The w r iter has 
42 diffe rent major des igns on th e subject of 
E llswo rth , totaling over 100 va riet ies, so you 
can readily appreciate th e importance of this 
event to th e envelope makers. They h ad 
run out of id eas fo r expressing sentiment, and 
needed only some littl e d ramatic event to 
stimulate furth er prod uction. 

A se t of six Pat riotic sticker s soon fo l­
lowed, and E llswo rth was honored wi th 
W ashington, Lincoln , Scott , And erson, and a 
shield commemor ating July 4th , I 776. These 
a re ex tremely ra re applied to C ivil W ar 
covers. (See F igure 2 ) 
Figure 1. Rare Magnus Song Lettersheet showin g two diffe rent view s of the Ell sworth Inci den t 
combined into one design . At the left is the Marshall House, where Ell sworth los t hi s life . 
At the right is the proprietor of the hotel in the act of shoot ing Ell sworth . The song was 
composed in commemorat ion of the death of this popular young officer . (See opposite page) . 
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ALEXANDRIA IN THE CIVIL WAR 
f~1t</1.J,.,,,, Jr r J~1.-.·. lht1- N' k l lunJti.,/ >',lJ 

11.:llsworth's Avengers. 
AIR-Annie Liale.-13y .A. L. HUDSON. 

Down where the patriot army, 
Near Potomac's side 

Guards the glorious cause of freedom_ 
Gnllant Ellsworth died. 

Brave was the noble Chieftain, 
At his country 's call, 

Hastened to the field of battle, 
And was first to fall . 

Cborua.-Strike, freemen, for the Union. 
Sheath your sworde no more; 

While remains in arms o. traitor, 
On Columbia's shore. 

~tcrln (I be traitor city, 
With hi~ eoldiens true, 

Leadio.{ op the Zouave columns. 
Flx..J l'CCllme bis view. 

Sec tl.t,t 1cbel ffag is floating. 
O'•.r y <Jn building tall ! 

Sl><Jke h••, while his dark eye glistened, 
i:loye, that flag most fall I' Chorus. 

First to fall, thou youthful ma.rtp, 
HaplCl!S was thy fate ; 

Rastcnod we as thy 1ivengera,. 
From thy native state. 

Speed we on, from town and diy, 
Not for wealth or fame, 

But because we love the Union, 
And our Ellswor.th name. Cbona 

Quickly from Its proud position, TraltoTB hands shall never 111nde, 
Tnat base fl11g was torn, That for which you died; 

Tr .unple<l ·neath the feet of freemen. Here the oath our lips now utter, 
t'irding Ellswortbs form ; Those our nations pride. 

& .- him ix'nr it •lown the l:mding, By our hopes of you bright heaven, 
I' , t the traitors rloor, ny thP. lu.nd we love 

H ... ,r him irrmrn,Oh! God, tbey'veaho\hlm By the Gild \Tho reigns nbo,•c us, 
f:llswnrth is no more. Chorua. We' ll avenge thy blood. Chon. 

Ten lllu•trated Shng-q oil N"h'l"'ll"'r. mailc I to any ~\rld!'t':"l' oo 
rec.iipl of ;,11 Ccn t11 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXTX, NO. Ill 137 



ALEXANDRIA IN THE CIVIL WAR 
I. 
Figure 2. Rare combination of Patriotic sticke r applied to envelope bearing other Patriotic 
sentiment. The reverse s ide of thi s cover shows red and blue border on flaps , and an embossed 
eagle and shield, with the inscription " Uni on and Constitution." The s ti cker applied to the 
front bears the portrait of Ell sworth and the cover was mailed from Alexandria, a scarce and 
interesting combination . 

Only one reference to the E ll sworth Inci­
dent is known to have been mad e on th e 
Confederate side. A portra it of Northern 
m anufacture was overprinted in bl ack, with 
a hand pointing toward the head, and th e 

11·ords " H ousebreaker and Thief," inscribed 
at th e right of the h and. 

Magnus issued a number of P a triotic En­
ve lopes with maps showin g military centers 
and si te s of battles. The specimen here 

Fi gure 3. Rare Magnus print in co lo rs showi ng eques tri an sta tu e of George Washington and 
map of th e Dis tr ic t of Co!umbia. Th e st ra tegic position of Alexandria can clearly be seen. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. III 



ALEXANDRIA TN THE CIVIL WAR 
Figure 4. Wel l executed Magnus print showi ng the Hospital on Queen Street , used for the 
Federal wounded and sick soldie rs. 
shown is a combin ation of th e equestr ian 
st atu e of George W ashin gton and map of 
the District of Columbia. The str a tegic posi­
tion of Alexandria is clearly shown . (See 
Figure 3) ft was the termi nu s of th e 
Orange and Alexandria R ailroad, which led 
out to l\II an ass as and the site of th e two 
battles know n in the North as " Bull Run ," 
and in the South as ""M anassas ." Two forts 
were erected on either sid e of the city, and 
named fo r E llswo rth and General Lyon. 
Ellsworth had bee n th e fir st U nion officer 
kill ed, w hil e Lyon was th e first General to 
fa ll in bat tl e. H e was killed while lead in g a 
charge at the battle near Springfield Missouri, 
on August 1 o, 1861. 

One of the large houses on Queen Stree t 
was used as a hosp ital for Federal w ou nd ed 
soldiers , and it is pictured on a li ne Magnus 
print. (See Figure +) The view is known 
printed in bro nze, or in black, w ith h and 
co loring. 

P erhaps th e mos t inte res ting of all l\'lag­
nus P atriotics is th e se ri es entitl ed " Bird 's 
Eye View of Alexandria, Va. " l\!fagnus 
marked ou t a large vi e\\· of the city into fif­
teen parts, and placed one portion on each 
of fiftee n envelopes, in three rows of live 
each. These " ·er e id enti fied by th e letters 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXIX, NO
A, B and C for th e rows, and numbers I to 5 
for each pos ition in th e row. On assem­
bling the entire fifteen views a panorama view 
of th e city of Alexandria is obtained, which 
is very striking ind eed. 

Not content with this original feat , Mag­
nus altered th e position of each view a little 
and thu s created a second se ries, which were 
numbered by th e same method. Thus th e 
student of P a triotics has so methin g to "plate." 
in a mann er not unlike that used by th e fore­
mos t students of stamps. Need less to state, 
complete se ts a re ex tremely rare, although 
in dividu al envelopes are frequently encoun­
tered . Th e views are usu ally 111 bronze or 
black, or with colors appli ed to th e bl ack 
prints. (See Figure 5) 

Confederate covers bear ing Alexandri a 
postma rks a re sca rce. There is only one 
hand -s t amped P air! marking known, because 
th e city w as in Federal hand s during most of 
th e \,·a r. * On th e other hand , Alexandri a 
pos tm arks are frequently found on United 
States covers, pa rti cul a,rly soldi ers ' letter s, 
sin ce many troops ,,·e re ei th er qu ar tered there 
o r passed th rough on the way to o r from the 

* Virg inia passed the Ordinance of Secession April 
17, r86 r , and joined the Confederacy l\1ay 7. Federal 
troops occupied the city of A lexand ri a on l\1ay 24. 
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ALEXANDRIA I N THE CIVIL WAR 
Figure 5. One of the series forming a panorama view of Alexa ndr ia , positi on 4 on the third 
row of Plate 2 . Originated and publi shed by Charles Magnus. This is one of the most inter­
esting groups issued by that pro lific innova to r of Patriotic designs. 
front lines. The common ma rking was th e 
double circle town handst amped here illus­
tr ated , (See Figure 6) meas uring 26 mm in 
diameter. It was sometimes used with a 
20 mm ta rget consisting of four concentric 
circles. 
140 THE COLL
Not only did Alexandria have a glorious be­
ginning, two centuries ago, but th e events of 
th e dark days of '61 also a re of sufficient im­
portance to r end er the ci ty one of the most 
inte rest ing fi eld s of study for th e Civil W ar 
specialist. 
Figure 6. A scarce design showing our fir st President , who was a frequen t visitor in Alex­
andria. The des ign is printed in gray-brown with red bo rde r. Publ isher not known w ith 
certainty, but probably Wells , of New York. This is a soldi e r's letter , duly signed by the 
regimental commander and mailed collect, from Alexandria . 
ECTORS C LUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxrx , NO. I ll 



CHINA 

Ancient Symbol ism on the Stamps 

of the Em pi re 

By ROY WALDO MINER, Ph.D., Sc.D. 

(Member, The China Stamp Society, Inc.*) 
From the earliest times the Chinese have 
shown themselves a highly imaginative race. 
All natural objects and all the phenomena 
of nature seemed to them to have a hidden 
meaning which indicated powerful influences 
by which supernatural beings, some good and 
some evil, influenced the lives of the human 
race. This imaginative quality, however, was 
not a progressive one as it evolved no great 
mythological characters, as in the myths of 
other nations. This was due to the peculiar 
habit in the Chinese mind resulting from the 
slavish worship of their ancestors, which se­
verely limited the growth of imaginative con­
cepts. It caused them to suppress their nat­
ural desire to expand original ideas, but re­
sulted in their almost passionate adoption of 
the ready made myths of Taoism and the 
legends of Buddhism, which impregnated them 
with superstitions regarding all the animate 
and inanimate surroundings and events of 
their daily life. 

Confucianism they respected for its philo­
sophic wisdom, and learned its precepts v er­
batim , but their love for the marvelous caused 
them to look for the intervention of good 
spirits to preserve them from the evil influ-

* This stu<ly is contributed to the C O LLE CTOR S 

CL u n PH 1L A TE.LI ST by th e China Stamp Society. 
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ence of malign beings. Their daily life and 
religious practices involved them in prayers 
and sacrifices to gain the favor of the one 
and to propitiate and ward off the other. 
The Chinese religion, as such, is really com­
posed of three religions, which are revered 
simultaneously, or emphasized at different 
periods of life. It has been said that the 
Chinese are born as Confucianists, live as 
Taoists, and die as Buddhists. An infiltration 
of Mohammedanism, especially characteristic 
of the north and west of C hin a has occurred 
since the thirteenth century and is carried 
along in perfect tolerance with the other 
three. 

The symbolism expressed in Chinese art as 
exhibited in the carvings of jade and various 
other stones, and in precious minerals and 
metals, and in the paintings on porcelain, 
si lk , paper and other surfaces, are based on 
these religions and the many legends con­
nected with them, being especially associated 
with the various deities , spirits, fairies, and 
genii which compose the Chinese hegemony 
of supernatural beings worthy of worship or 
religious consideration. 

Chinese art is wholly impersonal and sub­
ject to conventional controls. One artist out­
lines the geometrical circles and borders; an­
other outlines the flowers; while a third 
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applies th eir colors. The r espect for their an­
cestors due to Confucianism forbid s o rigi­
nality. The multitude of sp irits and the 
symbol s appro pri ate to th em, through th e in­
fluen ce of Taoism, supply th e subject matter , 
as we ll as the motifs sp ringing from 
Buddhism. 

lt is na tural, th erefore , that th e designs 
on th e ea rli es t postage stamp s, w hich were 
issued und er the Empire, before th e political 
and social revolution du e to the es t ablish­
ment of th e Republic had th ei r effect , should 
have been associated with th e ancient Chinese 
symbolism . 

It is th e purpose of thi s paper to com­
ment on th ese symbolic designs and their sig­
nific ance as th ey are rep resented on these 
early iss ues. 

THE IMPERIAL DRAGON 

This is the favorite design, as it is sym­
bolic of Imperial power and authority, being 
an extension of its utilization on th e Imperial 
flag of the Empire. lt forms the central 
motif or an important featur e of th e compo­
sition of eleven out of th e twenty diffe rent 
designs in the stamps iss ued before th e time 
of the Republic, as established in 1912. 

In the iss ue of 1878, (Fig. I) it occupies 
the entire center of the stamp and is typical 
of the method of treatment in the majority of 
the stamp designs , though certain detail s are 
changed in the later issues. There are three 
chief vari eties of dragon visualized by the 
Chinese : the lung, or dragon of the sky; the 
li, the dragon of the sea; and kiau, the dr agon 
of the marshes. The first is the only authen­
tic species, according to th e Chinese. " It 
has the head of a camel, the horns of a deer , 
eyes of a rabbit, ears of a cow, neck of a 
snake, belly of a frog , scales of a ca rp, 
claws of a hawk, and palm of a tiger. On 
each side of the mouth a re whiskers, and its 
beard conta ins a bright pearl. The breath 
is sometim es ch·anged into water and some­
times into fire, and its voice is like the jin­
gling of copper pans." 

Whil e th e dragon has always been wor­
shipped and feared by the Chinese, ye t th ey 
did not consid er it th e terrible and r epul sive 
monste r pictured by the European knights of 
the Middle Ages. On the contrary, it was 
the embodiment of strength and goodness, as 
THE CO
1 CANDAnlN. 1 
Fig. l . The Imperial Dragon on the 1878 l Cn . 

\nil as th e spirit of change and of life itself. 
Acco rding to Okakura, th e Dragon " un­

folds himself in th e sto rm-clou ds ; he washes 
hi s mane in th e blackn ess of the see thing 
\\·hirlpools. Hi s cla\·VS are in th e fork of 
the lightning, hi s scales begin to gli sten in th e 
bark of th e wind-swept pine trees. His voice 
is hea rd in th e hurricane, which, scattering 
th e \\·ithered leaves of th e forest , quickens a 
ne" · sprin g." 

The Chinese since rely beli eve in th e exist­
ence of this myste rious and protean creature 
and acco unts of it pe rmeate th eir entire his­
tory. Hence , it is everywhere depicted in 
th e ornamentation of th eir temples and dwell­
ing houses. It is the emblem of vigilance, 
and in war th e dragon battle-flag ac ts as a 
protection for the a rmie s which bear it. 

"S ince the reign of Kao T su, of the Han 
dynasty, 206 B. C., the five clawed dragon 
w as th e emblem of imperial powe r. " It 
deco ra ted the Emperor's throne , his robes 
and all his hou sehold a rticles. It was also 
used by his son and the princes of the third 
and fourth r ank. Lower officia ls used a 
se rpent-like variety with five claws. 

Th e dragon is also the guardian of the 
" night-shining pearl" which is usually depicted 
with it, often with branched r ays of light 
iss uing from it. This is the " pearl of po­
tenti ality" and its loss signifies failing 
power. It is said to cause night to become 
as bright as day. It is depicted in red on 
th e d ragon flag, and is therefore consid ered 
by so me to represent a ruby. 

One variety of dragon, th e yell ow dragon, 
is sa id to have eme rged from th e River Lo, 
wh en th e Emperor Fu H si, (2953-2838 
B. C.) , th e first of th e five emperors of th e 
lege nd a ry period , chanced to be walking along 
th e bank , presenting him with the methods 
utili zed in Chinese writin g. 

The dragon depicted on th e stamps of 
I878 is shown cu rving upw ard in the center 
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of the stamp, with head facing forward and 
five-clawed feet outspread and accompanied 
by the "night-shining pearl." Practically the 
same design is shown in the center of the 
1885 issue. 

The dragon framed in the center of the 
2, 3, + and 6 candarin stamps of the J ubi­
lee Issue of 1894 is shown with the head in 
profile and not facing forward as in the 
1878 and 1885 issues. The "night-shining 
pearl" accompanies the dragon in each in­

stance. 
In the 9 and 12 candarin stamps of the 

Jubilee Issue, two dragons are depicted , 
flanking and facing the central circular fig­
ure. Here also, the heads are in profile and 
each dragon is protecting a " night-shining 
pearl." 

THE FIVE BLESSINGS 
(WU FU ) 

AND 
THE SIGN FOR LONGEVITY 

(SHOU l 

These are sho~,.n in the center of the 
1 candarin (Fig. 2) and the 9 candarin 
st amps of the Jubilee Issue of I 894. The 
central design (Fig. 3) is a conventionalized 
form of the Chinese character meaning 
longevity. This is surrounded by five fig­
ures of bats, also conventionalized and 
flanked on either side by the "Yin Yang" 
symbol, which will be dealt with later. B ats 
(Fu), are symbolic of happiness or pros­
perity, as a play upon words, because of the 
similarity to Fu, meaning happiness or bless­
ing. These five bats, here, signify the "Five 
Blessings"; namely: " longevity," "wealth ," 
"health," "love of virtue," and "natural" or 
" peaceful death." 

Fig . 2 . 1 Cn. of the 1894 Jubilee Issue . 
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1Fig. 3. Enlargement of the central design on the 
1 Cn. of the 1894 Jubilee Issue . 

According to the "Chinese Herbal," silver 
white bats are found in the caverns in the 
hills , a thousand years old , supposed to feed 
on stalactites. If these are eaten, they are 
said to confer longevity and good sight. Bats, 
therefore, are not regarded with aversion as 
is often the case in Europe and America. 
The conventional forms of bats are often 
used in a deco rative way, as in these stamps. 

SYMBOLIC PLANTS AND FLOWERS 

App arently, longevity was much sought 
after among the Chinese. Three plants, 
each symbolic of " long life," are among the 
designs on the Jubilee Issue. At the bottom 
of the 1 cand arin (Fig. 2) and at the top 
of the 5 candarin is represented "The Plant 
of Long Life," the Ling Chih Hua, also 
called the " Pl ant of Immortality." 

This is a fungus, probably the Polyporus 
lusitlus, which is found growing near the roots 
of trees. When dried , it is very rigid and 
durable. Specimens are preserved in temples 
in China, and it is often seen in pictures of 
the Eight Immortals and of Taoist philoso­
phers. It is also known as the "divine plant," 
and is found abundantly wher virtuous rul­
ers are about to ascend the throne. 

The Dwarf Peach Tree (P'an Tao) (Fig. 
4) is shown at the top of the 3 candarin and 
the 24 candarin stamp. This was known as 
the peach tree of the gods, and was said to 
blossom once in 3,000 years. These blossoms 
developed into the fruit of eternal life, which 
took another 3,000 years to ripen. The im­
mortals attained their immortality by eating 
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Fig. 4. Dwarf Peach Tree appears at the top. 

this fruit . The god of longevity himself is 
represented as emerging from a peach. H e 
is also often shown r iding a deer. 

The peach is also an emblem of m arri age. 
It is considered of good omen fo r mar r iages 
to t ake pl ace in th e spring-time, w hen th e 
peach trees a re in bloom. 

The Im mortelle, o r Everl as t ing (Wan 
Nien C h'ing) is also a symbol of longevity. 
It appea rs at th e bottom of th e 5 candarin 
and a t th e top of th e 6 cand a r in st amp (Fig. 
5) of this issue. Its C hinese name means 
"a th ousand yea r s g reen." 

Fig. 5 . Enla rgement of the lmmortelle symbol. 

At th e top of th e I cand a rin , th e 4 can­
da rin , and th e I 2 candarin Jubilee st amps, 
th e Tree P eony ( P aeon ia arbore 1 is de­
picted ( Fig. 6 ) . Th e C hinese consider ed this 
beautiful species th e King of F lowers ( Hu a 
Wa ng) and , th erefo re, th e F lower of Riches 
and H onor ( Fu Ku ei Hua ) . It symbolizes 
love, affection , and feminine g r ace and 
beauty. Because of its associa tion with riches, 
it is the omen of good fortun e if it puts forth 
an abundance of fine fl owe rs, and if its leaves 
a re fr esh and g reen. But if th e fl owe rs droop 
and th e leaves wither, it th en portends bad 
fortun e and poverty for the household. 
144 THE CO
Fig. 6 . The Tree Peony shown in the ce nter o f 
the top design. 

Fig . 6 A. Enl a rge men ts of the Tree Peony des igns. 

Th e peony is a favor ite ga rden fl owe r in 
C hin a, because of its large and gauJy blos­
soms of cont r ast ing colors. I t grows best in 
nor thern C hin a and th e Y angtze Valley. 
Mo re th an thi r ty va riet ies a re under cul t iva­
t ion. In th e Jubi lee Series of 189+, the Tree 
P eony a lso occurs at th e top of th e 20, 30, 

and 50 cent st amps of both the Imperial 
C hin ese P ost Ser ies of 1897 and th e C hinese 
Imperi al P ost series of 1898. 

Th e H ydr angea is represented by hy­
d r angea leaves (F ig. 7) at th e top of th e 2 

cand a rin stamp of th e Jubilee se ries. Th e 
hydr angea, as seen f rom th e C hinese charac­
te rs representing it , is th e " R ed F lowe r of 
th e E ight Immortals." R ed is emblematic of 
good luck and prosperity, so th a t one may 
gath e r th at th e possessor of the hyd r angea or 
its lu xuri ant leaves may be assured of good 
fortun e through th e favo r of the E ight Im­
mortal s. These mythical beings of th e T aoist 
sect are said to have a tt ained immortality 
through th eir study and discove ry of Nature's 
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Fig. 7. Hydrangea appears at the top of the 
design on the 2 Cn. of the 1894 jubilee Issue. 

sec rets. They are· often depicted in Chinese 
a rt. "Each is supposed to represent a differ­
ent condition in life, i.e., poverty, wealth, 
aristocracy, plebeianism, age, youth, mascu­
linity, and feminity." 

YIN YANG SYMBOL 

The Yin Yang Symbol (Fig. 8) is shown 
on either side of the I candarin stamp of the 
Jubilee Issue, in the circle surrounding the 
WU FU symbols. It is also used as a water­
mark on stamps of the 1885 issue. 

Fig. 8 . Enlargement of the Yin Yang symbol. 

The Yin and the Yang signify the negative 
and positive elements of universal life. Yang 
signifies the male element, also heaven, sun, 
light, vigor, and penetration. Yin is the 
female element as well as earth (as distin­
guished from heaven) , the moon , darkness, 
quiescence and receptiveness (i.e., absorp­
tion). The symbol of Yang is the Dragon; 
that of Yin , the tiger. Yang is azure and 
odd numbers. Yin is orange and even num­
bers. On the earth, mountains and elevated 
land are associated with Yang , while valleys 
and st re ams belong with Yin . The celestial 
principle (soul of the universe) existed first, 
and combined with the immaterial principle 
(vapor) to produce primary matter, which 
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cond ensed to form substance, from which all 
creation evolved. The Great Monad ( T ' ai 
Chi) set in motion and Yang was the result. 
This was the male principle. Then it r es ted 
and produced Yin, the female principle. The 
male principle, diluted, gave rise to the he av­
ens. The heavier, dark female Yin coagu­
lated and formed the earth. The two united 
principles, the Yin-Yang, are the origin of all 
created things. 

THE PA KUA SYMBOLS 

The so-called Eight Diagrams, or Pa Kua, 
are a series of combinations of straight lines, 
in groups of threes, arranged in a circle. 
They a r e shown in the four corners of the 
3 and 6 candarin stamps of thl! Jubilee 
Issue (Fig. 4). 

It was again our good friend , th e mythi­
cal Emperor Fu Hsi, who was responsible. 
During one of his famous walks, he picked 
up a tortoise and his attention was attracted 
by the curious markings on the creature's 
shell, and from them he evolved the remark­
able series of cabali stic signs which have in­
fluen ced the thought and philosophy of China 
for the past 4800 yea rs. According to an­
other story, a dragon crawled out of the 
River Lo, bearing a scroll on his back, con­
tainin g the diagrams. They consist of ar­
rangements of single con tinuous straight lines 
with lines broken into two segments. The 
continuous lines symbolize the male or Yang 
principle and the broken lines the female or 
Yin principle (Fig. 9) . 

Fig. 9. Enlarged drawing of the Pa Kua. 

The Chinese science of mathematics is sup­
posed to have developed from manipulations 
of different combina tions of the Eight Dia­
grams, and from them th e Empe.ror Chou 
Hsin and his son , Chou Kung, produced the 
difficult and abstruse treatise, entitled the 
"Canon of Changes," which serves as the 
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Fig. 9A. " Pa Kua " cancellati ons . The unbroken lines are the " Yang". Th b k I 
t he " Ying". e ro en ines 
basis of C hinese philosophy and metaphysics, 
including supern atur al methods of augury and 
divination. It is the most reve red of th e 
Chinese cl ass ics. The eight g roups of three 
a re usually arr anged in a circle o r octagon in 
such fashion th at each group is directly op­
posite to one of exactly contrary charac ter ; 
for example, a g roup of three continuous lines 
is opposite a g roup of three broken lines; 
one broken followed by two continuous, op­
posite to one continuous and two broken. 
Then altern ating broken, broken, continuous 
and broken, opposite t o continuous, broken 
and cont inuous; and fin ally, broken, broken 
and continuous, opposite to continuous con­
tinuous and broken. Plaques a re const ; ucted 
of metal o r j ade w ith the Eight Di ag rams 
surrounding a centr al, circul a r Y in Yang 
symbol of creation. When wo rn , it is sup­
posed to protect th e possesso r f rom misfo r­
tun e and to guar antee his prosperity. When 
placed ove r the doo rway of a dwelling, it is 
symbolic of happiness. 

The eight gro ups of tr igrams we re also 
combined w ith each oth er in pai r s, giving 
sixty-fo ur combin ations of six lines each. 
These hexagrams we re used individually as 
P a Ku a post al cancell ati ons. T hey are fo un d 
mostly on th e provisional st amps of th e 1897 
issue and on the r egul ar st amps of th e 1897 
and I 898 issues . 

Origin ally, th e Chinese P ost O ffice D e­
·partment apparently in tend ed to ass ign each 
·of th e sixty-four symbols to one of the main 
post al districts or main post office in Chin a, 
but it would seem th at th is pr ac tice , acco rd ­
ing to Dr. Lloyd S. Rul and, in his excellent 
a rticle in th e C hina Clipper, Vo lume ! , N um­
ber 5, became too clumsy to h andle r eadily 
without a key, so th at only thir ty of these 
ass ignments h ave been fou nd . Dr. Rul and 
THE COL
gives a t abl e of th ese thi r ty symbols w ith th eir 
respective post offices. (F ig. 9A ) 

SEAL CHARACTERS 

C hinese charac te rs o rigin ally we re la rgely 
pictog raphic as in th e case of Egypti an hiero­
glyphics, which th ey more or less par alleled. 
L ate r, si mpli fied symbols we re used, of ten 
reminiscent of th e pictogr aphs. F in ally, in 
most cases th e rese mblances we re los t, though 
in ce rta in modern characte rs th ey can still be 
t raced. T he simpli fied symbolic w ntmg, 
howeve r , is st ill used in th e so-called " seal 
char acte r" o r C huan, also called "Antique ," 
invented about 800 B. C . by Shih Chou and 
mod ified by H siao C hu an in th e third cen­
tury B. C. 

T hese a.re now used as orn amental wri t ing 
in seals and a re also fou nd on ancient bronzes 
and utensil s of va rious so rts. One example of 
th e Seal C harac te r may be seen (Fig. 9B ) in 
th e cente r of th e I 2 candar in st amp of the 
J ubil ee I ssue. T his consis ts of th e charac­
te rs, Ta C h' ing Y u C heng, meaning "Great 
Pure P ost O ffice," "Great Pure" being the 
name of th e then ruling dynas ty. Such char­
ac ter s correspond, in ou r usage , to mono­
grams, or to O ld E ngl ish letters. 

Fi g. 9 8 . Seal Charac te r appears in the central 
desi gn. 
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TH E' CARP 

All fis h, to the Chinese, are symbolic of 
wealth and abundance, both because fish are 
abu ndant in Chinese waters and because of 
simi larity of pronunciation for the word 
meaning fish, yu , and the word for super­
fluity , w hich is also yu. The prolific repro­
ductive powers of fish cause them to be sym­
bolic of regeneration and also of connubi al 
ferti l ity and happiness. 

Fig. l 0. The Carp as shown on the 20 cts. of 
the l 897-8 se ries. 

The ca rp (Fig. 10) has a strong, scaly 
a rmor and bravely struggles against the cur­
rent and therefo re symbolizes bravery and 
persistence. 

It is sa id th a t sec ret messages h ave been 
enclosed inside ca rp sent as a gift, and it is 
therefo re called th e " messenge r fish." H ence, 
it is significant of the post al service and 
quite appropriately finds its place as a de­
sign on the 5 cand ar in st amp of th e Jubilee 
Series: on the 20 , 30, and 50 cent stamps of 
the 1897 se ries and th e same denominations 
of th e 1898 se ri es . 

THE WILD GOOSE 

As the Ca rp is known as th e " messenger 
fish," so th e wild goose is called th e " messen­
ger bird." It is especia lly respected as a 
harbinger of good news. It is a pe r sonifica­
tion of th e Yang in the Yin Yang symbol· and 
so symbolizes masculinity and light. 

It migrates to the south in winter, follow­
ing the su n as the embodiment of the princi­
ple of light. Beca use it flies in pairs and is 
true to its mate, it is symbol ic of marriage 
and fide lity in that st ate. 

I ts presence on the $1.00, $2.00, and $s .oo 
stamps of the I897 and I898 series (Fig. I I) , 
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as well as on th e C hin ese post al fl ag, origi­
nates from a sto ry da ting from the second 
century B. C . when an official of th e name 
of Su Wu was captu red by Turkish tribes. 
He sent a message to th e C hin ese Emperor, 
Han Wu Ti, by tying a letter to the leg of 
a wi ld goose. The bird was shot down on 
th e grounds of th e Emperor's palace, and 
resulted in his r escue by an expedi tionary 
fo rce. Hence, th e name " messenge r bird." 

Fig. 11. The Wild Goose. 

SWASTIKA 

The designs of th e $I .oo, $2 .00, and $s.oo 
stamps of th e Imperial Chinese Post Series 
of 1897 , on ei ther side of th e flying wild 
goose, include represent ations of the "right 
and left swastikas." (Figure 12). These 
a re among th e most ancient of symbols and 
h ave been found independ ently in many coun­
tries of antiquity. In India, th ey were in­
signi a of Siva and Vishnu. They a re asso­
ciated with representations of Thor in Scan­
dinavia and we re well known to th e people of 
ancient P eru. They seem to have come into 
C hin a and J apan along with th e Buddhist 
religion, in connection w ith which th ey we re 
associa ted with m arkings in th e foot-prints 
of Buddha. The Swastika has its crampons 
directed towa rd th e right , while the Sauvas­
tika has th em pointing tow ard th e left. 
These words are originally derived from San­
skr it , acco rding to Willi ams, from th e word, 
su , meaning "well ," and as, meaning "to be," 
and are to be translated as "so be it ," im­
plying resignation . Others derive it from 
th e "fi re's crad le," th a t is, th e pith of the 
" ·ood , \\·here the point of a piece of wood 
NO. Ill 147 



A NCIEN T SY M B OL I SM ON C HI NA'S STAMPS 
was in serted at the inter section of two arms 
and w hirled a roun d to make fi re. Th e fig­
ure, therefo re, is usually associated w ith the 
w hirling movement of fir e-m aking. It is also 
symbolic of th e sun 's cour se, th e a r ms r epre­
sent ing th e r ays of th e sun. 

Fig. 12. The Chinese Swastikas appear upon the 
upper right and left tablets . 

The sw as tika, with th e a rms to the right , 
is sometimes spoken of as th e "good swas­
tika," while th e sauvas tik a is know n as th e 
" bad sw as tika," and the two a re considered 
as lucky and unlucky symbols, respectively. 

THE T EMPLE OF HEAVEN 

This structure is depicted on th e beauti ful 
bicolo red stamps of th e 1909 se ri es in th e 2, 
3, and 7 cent denomin ations. The design con­
sists of a three-story, pagoda- like templ e, con­
t aining th e alt a r of praye r fo r good harvests. 
In front of this structure is th e g reat Alta r 
of the Temple of H eaven ( Fig. 13) . H ere, 
th e Emperor , in th e days of th e E mpire, was 
accustomed to w orship th e Supreme Being, 
Shang Ti, a t th e time of th e Winter Solstice, 
th e 21 st of M arch. Only th e E mpe ror could 
worship th e Supreme Bein g. The people, on 
the other hand , w orshipped th e E mpe ro r , as 
th e Son of H eaven. The A lta r was in the 
open air. It form ed a perfect circle made up 
o f three concentric tie rs. Th e lowes t one 
210 fe et in di alll!! te r ; the second , 130 fee t , and 
th e third , th e uppermos t, 90 fee t. The t ie rs 
we re flo ored by close-fitting blocks of ma rble. 
The central stone on th e top ti e r was a pe r-
q 8 T HE CO
Fig. 13. The well- known T empl e of Heaven 
design . 

feet circle su r roun ded by nin e blocks. The 
E mpero r kn eeled on th e centr al stone, fac ing 
th e no rth and in fr ont of th e t ablet of Shang 
T i. The second circle consists of 18 stones, 
the thi rd , 27, and so on, in mu ltiples of 9 , 
until th e oute r or ninth circ le is reached , 
which is composed of stones to th e number of 
th e square of nine, o r 81, th e favo rite mys tic 
nu~be r in Chinese ph ilosophy. When the 
E mpero r was wo rshipping on th e central 
stone, offe ring praye rs to th e Supreme Be­
ing, he see med to him se lf to be in th e center 
of th e unive rse, sur rounded by th e nine 
heave ns, th en th e three circl es of the te r­
r aces, and fi nally by th e cirde of th e horizon. 

O n thi s occas ion he also offe red as a sacr i­
fice a two-year old bullock w ith ou t blem ish, 
which w as burnt in a g ree n po rcela in fur­
nace st anding besid e th e alta r. This wo rship 
of th e E mpero r was his own pecul ia r religion 
and pre roga tive, t ransce nding Confucianism, 
Taoism, and Bud dhi sm, wi th w hich it had 
nothing to do, since th ese were only th e re­
lig ions of hi s subjects. 

Afte r th e es t ablishment of the R ep ublic 
w ith th e revolutions th a t began in 19II , th e 
T emple of H eaven and th e Fo rbidd en C ity 
we re opened to th e populace at la rge as a 
publ ic pa rk. Th encefo rwa rd, th e post age 
st amps of C hin a no longe r bore sy mbolic de­
signs refl ec t ing ancie nt beliefs, except fo r th e 
temporary reissue of the st amps of th e C hi­
nese Im pe ri al P ost overpr inted , at fir st , w ith 
an insc ription signi fy ing th e R epublic of 
C hin a. The la ter des igns were fo r th e most 
pa rt based on commemorative portraits or 
oth er non-religious and non-symbolic motives. 
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MEXICO 

Stud ies in the l 874-1883 Issues 

By CALVERT STIER 

(Continu ed from Vol. XXIX, P age 84.) 

Part 2 
I fo llow C hittend en's division of Group II 
into two parts but for somewh at different 
reasons. H e divided Group II into two is­
sues, th e first covering th e tr ansition period 
and th e second th e r es tricted pe riod of use 
on local letters only, th e re being int roduced 
in 1879 th e Ju arez se ries fo r foreign pos tage. 
I have fo llowed a somewhat simpler division, 
d istinguishable by th e location of th e over­
print . In G ro up I[ , I ssue B, da ted 1878, th e 
district number and yea r da te a re close to­
ge th er and pl aced a t th e bottom of th e st amps, 
and in G roup II , I ssue C , fr om 1878 to 1883, 
th e ove rprint is of sim ila r appea rance but 
placed at o r nea r th e upper right corner w ith , 
of co urse, th e exce ption of M ex ico district. 

If one ignores th e di strict overpr intin g on 
the st amps and only wi shes to coll ect th e 
va rieti es of paper th at exist, th e fo ll owing 
sections numbered 6 to 1 + incl usive could be 
eliminated . E ach such section represents a 
re main de r of th e papers used fo r th e 1874-
77 issue, differing only in the r enumbering 
of th e post al dis tr icts and th e pos ition of th e 
numbers on th e st amp. O f co urse, th e 4c 
and IOc o range w ou ld have to be ad ded , as 
th ese two st amps appea red only in G roup II , 
I ssue C. Th e roe black does not appear 
afte r 1878. Th e st amps in Group II a re 
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commoner than th ose of G roup I as they w ere 
in use longe r ; th e bas ic prices a re therefore 
slightl y lov..-e r. The very thin wove paper 
stamps introduced in 1882 a re considerably 
sca rce r th an th e medium waves or vertically 
!aid s of Groups I and II and are as a rule 
\\"Orth much more used in good condition th an 
Sco tt 's prices. 

At th e beginning of 1878 there w ere 54 
posta l dis tricts. A new li st of district num­
bers w as drawn up-I call it the " reversed" 
li st , as Z amor a is now Io. r and run s back­
" ·a rd s to Acapulco a t N o. 53 with the head 
office of Mex ico, instead of heading the list , 
now bringing up the r ea r a t No . 54. In 
1882 Colim a w as changed fr om 49 to N o. 55. 
This same list was used fo r the Juarez 
se ries of 1879-83 and for th e numeral issue 
of 1882. 

Croup II 

I SSU E B. D ated 1878. With number and 
da te togeth er a t th e bottom of th e st amp. 
Printed on th e old pape rs. 

6. O n thin crisp wove pape r ( R em ainder 
paper No. 1) 

21 10c black 
O. III 149 
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Fi g. 7 . Croup 11 , Issue B, with number and da te close together at bottom. So used only in 1878 . 
7. On medium soft wove, with wmk. Papel 
Sell ado in th e sheet ( R emai nd er paper o. 
2). 

22 
23 

25c pale blue 
5oc sea green 

8. On close vertical laid paper, with wmk. 
P ape! Sell ado in th e shee t ( Rem ainder paper 
No. 3) . 

2.J. 5c brown 

9. On thick wove paper, unwaterm arked . 
( Remainder paper No. 5). 

25 2sc dull blue , dark blue 
26 soc light green 
27 1ooc ca rmin e rose 

Notes: The 2sc dull blue 1s the common 
shade and is exactly as in I 877 for this pa­
per. It is possible th at the da rk blue is a 
new printing for thi s iss ue and from a new 
pl ate . It co rrespond s very closely to subse­
qu ent printings in 1878 and I879 and is not 
apparen tly the same as any in the 1874-77 
per iod. I have only found it for di stricts 3 
and S4· 

These stamps with number and date to­
ge ther a t bottom w ere in use for but 6 months 
and are rather sca rce for most di stricts. We 
have not found a ll districts for all valu es. 
However, it is most ce rta in th at all r ece ived 
supplies as th e 1877 se ri es was called in and 
not allowed for use in 1878 du e to the new 
numbering system. It is possible, of course, 
th at so me of th e smaller districts did not 
rece ive supplies of the soc and 10oc a t this 
time. For th e district of Tul a, No. 7, we 
have not found any of the values and for 
Ch alco , No .. p , we have only th e IOc. The 
soc and IOOc a re lacking for I\os. I, S, 7, II , 
I 3, 29, 32, 4I , 46, SI. Th e IOc black is 
l acking for Nos. s, 7 and 53. 
ISO TH E CO
It will be noted th at th e re a re still to be 
fou nd so me of th e old P ape! Sell ado water­
marks on this se ries . !\/Ir. J ones has fo und 
many new districts on thi s watermark and 
the complete list is herew·ith given : 

sc brow n, dated 1878 at bo ttom, districts 
numbe red 3, 8, 18, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 2S, 27 , 
28, 29, 33, 38, 36, 42, 49 , so, s2. This is 
r ath er a remarkable list considering the 
sca rci ty of the st amp. Chittenden had dis­
cove red but four. 

Chittenden li sted all th e values on an 
"o rdin ary medium wove" but doubted th e ex­
istence of th e sc on it. I can only say th at 

have neve r seen th e 1oc eithe r. 

ISSUE C. With number and date to­
ge th e r at top right. 

1 o. On thin crisp wove paper (Nos. 1 and 
6). 

28 IOC black, 1878 

I\ otes: This is a very sca rce stamp since 
th e supply of th e new 10c orange was ready 
for de livery by June I878 at which time this 
type of overprint was ready. For a long 
time only districts 21 Pachuca and 22 Ori­
zava had been found but I now have records 
of three add itions, viz . 12 Tepic, 16 Tabasco, 
2.J. Morelia. Chittenden li sts th e new IOc 
o range ( musta rd shade) and th e 25c milky 
blu e on thi s paper but I believe he h ad it 
confu sed with th e ordinary . wove or wove 
quadri lle. 

I I. On wove "quadrille " paper, with wmk. 
Pape! Sell ado in the sheet. 

29 2sc milky blue, 1878 
30 soc moss gree n, I 878 
3 I IOOC rose, I 880-8 I 

Notes: The 25c and soc were probably 
just odd sheets th a t got mixed in wi th the 
LLECTORS CLU B PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXIX, NO. Ill 
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ordinary stock. The 2sc is known with wmk. 
for districts 2, IO, S4 and the soc only for 
district 37. Mr. J. T. Havemeyer has shown 
me the soc with number s48o-certainly 
unique. The IOOc on this paper was a defi­
nite issue made in I 880 and is from the old 
stock printed up in I 876: the shade is identical 
with the IOOc in paper 2 and differs noticeably 
from all the other IOOc on the ordinary thick 
wove which are in carmine or carmine red. 
The IOOc with the wmk. can be found for 
districts 2, 3, I2, 15, I8, I9, 20, 2I, 22 , 23, 24, 
26, 28, 29, 30, 33, 3S, 36, 39, 52, 54, all dated 
So, and No. 22-81. Jones notes a new dis­
cove ry: 20-78 , again, probably unique. 

Fig. 8. The set on thick wove paper, dated 
1881 . Group 11 , Issue C. 

I2. On vertical la id paper, with wmk. Pa-
pe! Sell ado in the shee t. ( Remaind ers 3, 8) . 

32 5c brown, I878 
33 25c milky blue, 1878 
3.+ IOoc pale rose, I88o 

Notes: The 5c brov..-n with wmk. can be 
found fo r Districts IO, 17 , 27 , 28, 36, 38, 42 , 
.+9· All are scarce to very rare. The rooc 
for districts 3, 23, 24, 41, S4· The shade is 
the same as in papers 3 and I I previously 
listed. I have not seen the 2sc watermarked 
but th e sh ade and printing would indicate it 
on this paper rather than on the subsequent 
thick vertical laid as used for the 4c value in 
1880. Chittenden mentions a roe red orange 
on thick horizontal laid, prices it at 6oc and 
says it is sca rce . It must be: I have never 
seen it. 
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I3. On wide horizontal l aid, with wmk. 
La Croix Freres, being remainders of paper 
No. 4. 

3S 5c dull yellow brown, 1878-79 
36 IOc black, * 

Notes: The IOc black is listed on the basis 
of Lawrence's catalog who had it dated 24-
78. Chittenden notes it "as rare as any 
stamp in Mexico," and apparently it is the 
only copy known . The sc brown on this pa­
per has been the subject of a study I have 
been making ( CCP Vol. 24, No. 1) , and I 
have spent some time in tracking it down. Mr. 
L. M. Josling has done the same and to­
gether we are enabled to present a rather 
lengthy list of districts known for this scarce 
stamp. Chittenden priced it at $10.00 ! 

Districts Known for the Sc brown on Wide Laid 
Paper, Wmk . La Croix in the sheet 

Zamora 
2 Zacatecas 
3 Vera Cruz 
7 Tula 
9 Toluca 

1 o Tehuacan 
I 5 Tacubaya 
18 Saltillo 
1 9 Queretaro 
23 Oaxaca 
27 Mazatlan 
28 1\1 atamoros 

78,79 
78* 
79 
79 
79 
78 
79 
78* 
79 
78,79 
78 
78 

29 J\faravatio 
33 J ala pa 
3+ Parral 
35 Huejutla 
37 Guadalajara 
38 Durango 
39 Chihuahua 
+o Chiapas 
+8 C. Bra vos 
52 Aguascaltes. 
53 Acapulco 
5+ Mexico 

79 
79* 
78 
79 
79 
79* 
79 
79 
78,79 
78 
79 
79* 

Those with * indicate ha ve been found with the 
wmk. One error is known: 3579 for 3879. 

I4. On medium to thick wove paper, un­
watermarked. Stamps generally from new 
plates and new printings. 

37 4c orange, orange red, I880-81-
82-83 

38 Sc brown, yellow brown, I878-79-
8o-8I-82 

39 IOC "mustard" yellow, I878 
40 IOC orange, orange yellow, I878-

79-80-SI 
41 2sc dark blue, blue, greenish blue, 

sky blue, 1878-79-80-81 
42 soc dark green, green, 1878-79-80-

81-82 
43 IOOC carmine, 1878-79-80-81-82 

Notes: This is the common paper for this 
period and introduces two new stamps, the 4c 
orange and the IOc orange or orange yellow. 
Our English cousins call the first printings 
O. Ill 
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Fig. 9 . The 1 Oc, thin paper, paying loca l rate from Fresnil lo to Zacatecas with scarce "finger­
print" cancel. 
"mustard" and if you think of Colman's 
powdered mustard that about describes it . 
This is a very definite shade and is only 
found dated 1878, usually on a more brittle 
wove paper than the others and which I 
think Chittenden confused with the early 
crisp wove of th e Bank Note Co. The 4c 
orange or orange red was introduced in June 
I 880 for newspaper postage . Specimens dated 
So are generally scarce . It is never a plenti­
ful stamp. It was supplied to I9 districts in 
1880, to 26 in 1881 , to all of them in 1882 and 
to 28 in 1883. It is the only stamp commonly 
found dated 83 on this paper. The Sc has 
been noted 39-83 and the IOOc for 26-83 and 
s4-83. This paper varies considerably in tex­
ture and thickness and may not be the same 
as paper S and 9. Very often it shows a fine 
"ribbing" and many so-called close horizontal 
and vertical laid paper varieties a re found on 
close examination to be this paper. 

lS . On thick vertical laid, unw atermarked. 

44 4c orange red, 1880-81-82 
4S sc brown, 1879-80 
46 1oc orange, 1879-80 

Totes: This constituted a new paper va­
riety, I believe. I formerly listed it as a 
sub-variety but apparently it is not paper 12 
with the wmk. in the sheet , nor can it be 
"ribbed" varieties of No. 14. The IOc is not 
uncommon dated 1880. I have not seen the 
2sc, soc or IOOc on it. 
1s2 THE CO
16. On th in soft wove. 

+7 sc reddish brown, 1881 
+8 IOc red orange, I 881-82 
+9 25c bright blue, 188I-82 
50 soc bright green, 1881 

Notes: This is a very collectible variety 
and is the transition between papers 14 and 
17. The shades are new and very clear and 
with a little practice, these alone will dis­
tinguish the paper. It has a distinct mesh 
and often appears as laid lines but I do not 
think it exists as a laid paper. The Sc and 
soc can be found dated 82 but are rare. 

17. On very thin wove, almost pelure, 
with a pronounced mesh. Probably made in 
France. 

51 4c orange buff, orange, 1882-83 
S2 sc light brown, 1882-83 

53 IOC orange yellow, red-orange, 
1882-83 

54 2sc pale to indigo blue, 1882-83 

SS soc dark blue green, 1882-83 
s6 IOOC crimson red, rose red, 1882-83 

Notes: This is an en tirely new paper which 
Scott li sts as a major variety. There should 
be no difficulty in detecting it, the colors 
alone being much different than the previous. 
The 2sc is from a new plate showi ng many 
guide lines. The paper takes the perfora­
tion very poorly and most copies are ragged. 
The 10oc is quite scarce used. The 4c has 
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Fig. l 0 . The 4c , th in paper, on a circular dated '82 . This stamp on cover is quite scarce. 
alw ays been priced high in comp a rison to th e 
others and post ally used is well w orth a good 
figure . The 25c can be found dated 81 from 
districts 9, 1 o, s+; all r a re. 

" HABILITADO" 

Wheth er th e re w as ac tu ally any r e-i ss ue of 
old stocks from one district to anoth er as 
was done fo r th e " Ju arez" iss ue in I882-
83 , I cann ot say . I am inclined to think th e 
follo w in g w ith two se ts of numbe rs w ere 
bo rrow ings : 

\ ·era Cruz 379 on Cor<lova 4 279 2 5c 
V era Cruz • 380 on M exico H 8o 25c 
\ "era Cruz 382 on M exico 5482 25c 
T ux pa n 983 on \

7era Cr uz 383 5oc 
:\l onterey 2583 on ,,~e r a Cru z 383 5oc 

Summary 

Collecto rs have been studying this issue, 
and th e previou s one, for many, m any yea rs­
well over half a century if A. E. Lawrence 's 
early efforts a re t aken into account- but 
many stamps have not yet turned up . This 
is not too surpri sing if consideration is given 
to th e small postal business of some of the 
districts. The following list of wh at is still 
missing is publi shed in the hope that col­
lectors will keep a " we ather eye" open and 
notify me of any new discoveries. The fig­
ures refer to the year date that value has not 
been found for the specific district: all others 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, N
are known to ex ist. 78B means with number 
and date at bottom ; 78T th e same at top, as 
a re all la ter years. M any a re only known 
unu sed. The 10c refe rs to th e orange st amp 
which, of course, is found only with number 
at top. 

Fig . l l . Use of the stamps after Oct. 1883 
without overprint. Pa ir of the 4c thin paper, 
cancel led Ma.ravati o. 

Croup Ill 

ISSUE D . The st amps w ithout any over­
print, issued from O ct. I , 1883. 

18. On thick w ove or vertically laid paper, 
being the same as Section I 4 or I 5 under 
Issue C . 

57 4c orange red .75 I.00 
58 IOC orange yellow I.25 
59 25c blue I.25 

I9. On very thin wove paper, being the 
same as Section I 7. 
O. III 153 
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I 

2 

3 
-!-

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

IO 

II 

12 
13 
q 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
2S 
29 
30 
J I 
32 
33 
3-1 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
.p 
42 
43 
44 

-1-5 
-1-6 
-1- 7 
-i. S 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 

STAMPS NOT FOUND, FOR YEARS 1878 TO 1883 

4c 5c I OC 25c 5oc lO OC 

Zamora So- 1-3 - - - 78B 78 B,8 3 
Z acatecas all found - - - - -
Vera Cruz all found - - - - -
Ures 1878-79 80- 1-3 - - - 7SB So 
H ermosillo 1879-83 - - - - - -
Tu lancingo 80- 1-3 83 - - 78B-9-83 78-80 
Tula de Tampas 81 -3 - - - 81 78 -81 -3 
Tula 80-1-3 78B-83 - 78B 78-9 78B-79-81 
Tux pan 80-3 - - - - -
Toluca 80-1 -3 81 - - 80-3 78 -81-3 
T ehuacan 80-1 79 - - - 80- 1 
T excoco 80-1 79-81 78 T -9-80 78-80 78-9-So 78-9-So 

82-3 83 
Te pie 8 1-3 81 8 I - - 7SB-8 1 
Tl axcala - - - - 788-79-83 78-9 
Tampico 83 - - - - -
T acubaya So-1 S1 - 81 78T-79 79-S 1-3 

8 1-3 
Tabasco 80- 1 - - - - 7SB-S3 
s. L. Potosi 81 - - - - -
Saltillo So - - - So -
Quereta ro - - - - - 7S B 
Puebla So-3 79 - - - -
Pachu ca So-1 -3 - - - 81 81 
Orizava 80 - - - - -
Oaxaca 8 1 - - - 8 I 8 I 
l\l ore I ia 80-3 - - - - -
M onterey 83 - - - - -
Merida So - - - - -
M azatlan all found - - - - -
1Vlatamoros So- 1 - - - - -
JV! aravatio So- 1-3 - - - 78 B 7S 8 
La P az 80- 1 788 - 78 B-S 1 7S B 7ST 
Lagos 83 - - - 79-8 1 7S8 
.Jilotcpec 80- 1-3 78-9-8 1 8 I 7S-9 7S-9-8 1- 2 78-9-S 1 
J a lapa S3 - - - - -
P arral 80-1 - - - 79 7S-82 
Huejutl a 80- 1-3 S3 S3 - S 1-3 788-81-3 
Guanajuato So - - - - -
Guadalaj ara So - - - - -
Dura ngo - - -- - - 7SB 
Chihuahua all fou nd - - - - -
Chia pa s 82-3 - - - - 83 
Chalco 80- 1-3 78 B-80 - 78 B 78 B 78 
Cordova S3 80 - - - 79 
c. Guzm an S3 - - - - So- 1 
Cocula 1878-8 1 So- 1 82 - - So -
1\1ascota 188 1-3 - - - - - -
Cuerna,·aca - 7SB - - - -
Cuautit lan 80- 1-3 s 1-3 - - 78-80- 1 78-8 I 
c. Victo ri a So- 1-3 - - - 79-80- 1 78-9-80-1 
c. Bravos 80 - - - 80 78-9-80 
Colima* So-1 - - - - 78 
Campeche - - So - - 80- 1 
Apam 80- 1-3 78B - - 78-8 1 78-8 1-3 
A g ua!'.caltes - - - - 79 8 1 
Acapulco 80-1 - - - - 80-2 
l\Iexico all found - - - - -

* No. 49 does not ex ist dated 83. No. 55. Coiima, ca n be foun d only fo r 82-83, all va lues. 
The t oe "mustard" has been found dated 78 for all di str icts except nos. 6 , 11, 13, 16, zo, 2 r, 29, 

32, 41, 46, 47, 51. 
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Fi g. 12. Rema inders of 1883 on th in paper, w ithout any overprint. Group Ill , Issue D. 
60 .J-C dull orange brown .75 I.00 
61 sc light brown .25 I.00 
62 !OC orange .25 I.00 
63 2sc dark blue .25 1.25 
6+ soc dark green ·3S 2.00 
65 !OOC bright carm in e .35 

Note: This section w. ithout overprint con­
stitutes a new and regularly issued group. 
As the system of district overp rinting was 
aboli shed wi th th e last shipments of Septem­
ber, 1883, th ese were the only stamps avai l­
able for inland postage from this time until 
th e issuing of th e new set in 1884. Scott 
only prices th em unused , but all with th e 
exce ption of th e 10oc we re regul a rly used . 
I have neve r seen th e 1oc and 25c on thick 
pape r used. Prices given above, a re my es ti ­
mation of value. 

20. Overprinted with the district n ame only 
( in erro r ) on th e very thin wove paper. 1883-
8+. 

66 4c dull orange 
67 sc light brown 
68 IOC orange 
69 25c dark blue 
70 soc dark g reen 
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Note: This se t is a variety of Section 19 . 
The stamps were sent out wi th ou t the over­
pri nt of number and date, but a few offices 
upon receiving them handstamped th e district 
nam e as before , although it was not neces­
sa ry. Th e 5c comes only from J alapa and is 
g:e nerally unu sed. Other values may be 
fou nd as follows: 4c fro m Maravatio, Chia­
pas; roc from Aguascalientes, Apam, Colima, 
Guadalajara, J alap a, Maravatio , Monterey, 
P achuca, Tlaxcala , Z acatecas; 25c from 
Chipas, C. Guzman, Mazatlan , Mexico, S. L. 
Potosi , Vera C ruz; 5oc from Chiapas , Meri­
da, Mexico, S. L. Potosi . Others have been 
noted on thick paper but I believe these to 
be e rrors wherein th e district number and 
date mi ssed the st amp or was accidentally 
left off of th e sheet. Possibly all of the 
Mexico district should be included under 
thi s ca tego ry. 

Varieties 

With th e excep tions of Vera Cruz and 
Mexico, which never used any other color 
ove rprint but black, practically all of the 
other di stricts can be found overprinted in 
co lors, a few , such as Zacatecas, Tuxpan 
and Guanajuato in nearly all the tints of the 
rainbow. 
Fig. 13. Exa mples of errors in numbering. District of Mex ico number 45 for 54 and dated 
from 78 to 82. Also Mexico 548 for 5480 on the 50c. 
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Fig. 14. The second plate of the l Oc-the double strike variety to be found on Position 97, 
all printings from '77 on. The first stamp is in black, the other orange, and the last one in 
the row is on the thin paper and without overprint. 
There are also many examples of mis­

spacing in the number and date figures which 

I consider of small interest. Double hand-
156 THE COL
stamping of the district name is fairly com­
mon. The other abnormal varieties are more 
worthy of note and are listed under the sepa­
rate districts. 
Fig . 15 . Block of the 25c bri ght blue on thick wove (paper 6) without overprint. This is 
scarce as there were few remainders on thi s paper. Also block of the 25c in the same 
shade with number and date - 781 - on th in soft wove. 

1 . Zamora I OC 1-80 the " 1" in se rte d afterwards 
2. Zacatecas 2 5c 2- date omitted 

25c 280 with .. 5" printed Ill front and handstamped Aguas· 
ca I 1ente~ (a borrowing? ) 

IOO C 278 l mperforate . A used copy noted by Chapman 
3. \ ~era Cruz TOC 381 Altered to 382 

4c 380 One normal and one i11 \·e rted 1 pair 
roe 378 number and date inverted 
Ioc, 25c 
5oc severa l dates for each with the number and date twice 

4c 380 number and date in ve rted 
6. Tula de T. IOC 282 "66" printed over fir st 2 

/ . Tula roe 78r number and <late twice 
8. Tuxpan ;oc 878 inverted numbers 
9 . Toluca JOC 978 number and date twice 

12. Te pie roe r2- without date 
roe 1279 inverted num bers 

13. Tlaxca la roe 1279 "3" printed over 2 
q . Tampico 5c 1483 twice 

25c 1478 twice 
soc 1480 twice 

16. Tabasco soc 1679 twice 
sc 1681 inverted 
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T

Fig. 16. Stamps overprinted with name only and used after the system of district overprinting 
was abolished. 

17. s. L. Potosi 5oc 1780 tw ice 
19 . Querrtaro 2 5c 1983 twice 

5c 1978 num be r nnd dnte three times 
25c name only in pair with 1980 

zo. Pueh la 5c 20 0 ''8" is missing 
22. Orizav;i I OC 2778 co rrected by printing 22 over 27 

I OC 2278 tw ice 
2-1. :\l orc li a I OOC -1-1 83 "z " printed ove r fir st -I 
25. J\'I onterey 25c 2582 tw ice 

4c 2581 twice 
4c 2580 and 2581 Ill pnir 

26 . ?\lerida r oc 2682 twi ce 
27 . :\Iazatlan I OOC 2782 twice 
30. La P az I OOC 3081 twice 

r oe 30 r for 3081 
3 I. Lagos 5oc 3 182 twice 

· 32. J ilotepec -! C 3282 0 vcrprinted J ilotepec and Soyaniquil pam, the la tt e• 
being made the princip al di st rict in thi s yr.a r 

33· Jal a pa 5c 3382 twice 

5oc 3383 twice 
35. Huej utl a soc 3578 twice 
36. G uanajuato 25c 3682 twice 

soc 3680 twice 
37. Guadalajara z 5c 37- date mi ss ing 

25c 3782 twice 

2 sc 378 1 imperf orate Ill pair 
25c 3 79 for 3779 

38. Durango 5c 3579 "~" printed over 5 
2 :; c 3 83 for 3883 

5c 388 1 in \'erte<l 

-10. C hi a pas -! C -1 0 0 for -10 80 
-13. c. Guzman 2 5c 3378 " -1 " printed over first 3 

5c -1 38 r twice, one in\ erted 
H · Cocula -oc -1-1 82 diag. half used as 25c 

-19· Colima ;c -19- da te mi ssing 
5 I. Apnm 2 ;c 5 178 twice 
_::;3 . A ca pulco rooc 5378 twice 
5-1. ~l ex i co -! C 5-182, 5-183 twice 

I OC 5-183 tw ice 
5oc 5-180 i1H·ertcd 
I OC 5-18 r inverted 
5oc 5-178 inve rted 
2 ; c 5-178 twice 

;c 5-1 0 for 5.; 80 
-! C 5-1 2 fo r ; -1 82 

rooc 5-1 for i-t78 

(The End.) 
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Bovo's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
Figure 1. A Boyd 's City Express Post Letter Box. This is the only known survivor of the more 
t han 2,000 boxes which were placed in stores, hotels and other places pat roni zed by the public 
from 1 844 to 1 860 or later. Painted black, it is 14 1/2 inches square and 16 inches deep. 
The cover is hinged in the rear but there was no prov is ion made for a hasp o r lock of any kind. 
It is in the possession of Boyd's Dispatch, Inc., l 14 East 23 rd Street , New York City , which 
firm kindly consented to permit this photograph to be made for T HE COLLECTORS CLUB 
PH ILATELIST. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: 

Your part icul ar a ttention is d irected to th e histo rical r eco rd of almost 100 years ago, 
which is cove red in th is C hap te r of "The Boyd 's C ity Express P ost ." H erein is chronicled 
the success of a pr ivate ca r rie r in New Y ork C ity in competition w ith th at of th e Feder al 
government. 

In view of th e recent U. S. P ostm as te r Genera l's o rde r fo r th e curta ilment of ca rrier 
delive ry serv ice fo r economy reasons, we believe th at th is actu ality should become fa r more 
widely publ icized. U nfo rtun ately, its prese nt knowledge seems limited to a mere handful 
of ph il atelists, in te res ted in the stu dy of U . S. Local st amps . 

H . M . G. 
BOYD'S CJ·TY EXPRESS POST 

Chapter V 

Critical Years 

1851 - 1853 

By HE N RY E . ABT 

(Co nti nued from Vol. X XIX, page 114.) 
O n J une i 7, i854, th e tenth anniversary of 
Boyd's C ity Express P ost , J ohn T . Boyd could 
look back on his decade of management w ith 
considerable sati sfaction. 

Th ree times in th e las t ten yea rs Boyd's pri­
va te enterp r ise had met and conque red se rious 
compe tition by th e U ni ted Sta tes post al 
authorities. In two of th ese conflicts, th ose 
of 18-1-9 and i 85 1, it had been th e purpose of 
the govern ment to ex tend its post a l monopoly 
to embr ace city mail service. 

Yet, by 185.j., the New Yo rk P ost O ffice 
Ca rrier Departm ent was handling a neglig ibl e 
share of t he locally or igi nated ma il add ressed 
to local dest in ations. Boyd 's busin ess, on th e 
oth er hand, w as growing more r apidly th an 
ever. Al th ough an adve rti sement of th e Car­
rier Departm ent in April i 854, noted by 
E lliot t P e rry, ( 1 ) ind ica ted th a t a t th at time 
the govern ment-sponso red se rvice had 220 col-
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lec tion " st a tions" , within th e next two or 
three yea rs all but six of th ese reception 
po ints had been di scontinued. ( 2 ) 

Th e ea rli er gove rnment "s ta tions", l ike 
those of Boyd and oth er private enterpr ises, 
we re stores, inn s and oth er pl aces patronized 
by th e public, in w hich we re situa ted tin boxes 
(F igure 1) fo r th e r ecep ti on of mail. The 
locked ou tdoo r box was as ye t unknown in . 
the United States. H owever , th is writer be­
lieves th a t f rom I855 o r 1856 on, th e govern­
ment 's six " st ations" were akin to modern 
" sub-s t ations"; booth s o r desks located within 
sto res o r oth er places of busin ess, m anned by 
P ost O ffice agents or cle rks. 

Nu merou s co mpet1t1 ve privately ow ned 
ma il -carry ing ente rpri ses had come and gone 
be tween 18-1--1- and 185 -1- , and in th e mid ­
eighteen fi ft ies a t leas t ha lf a dozen of th ese 
compet ito rs were functi oning in vari ous parts 
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Bovo's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
of the city. Evidence indicates, however, that 
most of the latter concentrated their collec­
tion boxes within specific neighborhoods, and 
that Swarts and Boyd were the only ones col­
lecting letters from points throughout the 
municipal area. Boyd's patronage probably 
came close to equaling the sum of all the 
others put together. 

Occasionally one of Boyd's experienced car­
riers would launch out in business for him­
self, establishing his own collection boxes in 
a few stores within a neighborhood that ap­
peared to offer promise of good patronage. 
The venture of Simon Rothenheim, said to 
have been a Boyd postman( 3 ) was an instance 
in point. In J 854 or 1855 he established the 
"Third Avenue Post Office,'' probably east 
of Madison Square on the thoroughfare which 
the name of his establishment indicated. 
Rothenheim appears to have established a few 
"stations" in that part of the East Side from 
which he made regular collections. The great 
rarity of his stamps and covers, however, 
leads us to believe that he barely managed to 
make a living. The venture lasted for only 
a year or two. 
160 THE C
Well managed though the City Express 
Post undoubtedly had been, part of its suc­
cess must also be credited to a decade of 
unusually favorable economic conditions. 
During the first ten years of the Express 
Post 's history, the Ci ty in which it conducted 
its business had gained more than 250,000 in­
habitants, with a corresponding increase in 
number of dwellings and density of popula­
tion. In that period, New York had finally 
won from competing Philadelphia, Boston and 
Baltimore the undisputed commercial suprem­
acy of the nation, an issue which had still 
been in doubt when Boyd 's venture was 
launched in 1844. ( 4 ) 

The America over which com mercial New 
York "reigned" was also vastly more exten­
sive in 1854 than it had been ten years earlier. 
The annexation of Texas, in 1845; the Ore­
gon Purchase , in 1846; the Mexican cession 
of New Mexico and California, in 1848; and , 
five years late r, the Gadsden Purch ase of 
parts of New Mexico and Arizona, in all had 
added 1,234,566 square miles (an mcrease of 

70 % ) to the a rea of the United States. 
c · --
s.f.- t '& ~o 

OUTS / Pe 'fl-Hf /)11'" 11... S 

Figure 2. A letter which originated in San Francisco, California , and was brought by expres5, 
"outside the mails" to New York City where Boyd"s City Express Post de li ve red it to 54 Wall 
Street, November 8, 1850, 12 o'clock delivery. Black Type " E" Boyd postmark. Origin of 
black prepayment mark " FREE," uncertain . (Edgar Jessup Collection ) . 
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Bovo ' s C1Tv EXPR E SS PosT 
--·--------~------_ .......... _... _______ _, 
Figure 3. A le tte r which ori g ina ted in San Franci sco, Californi a, transmitted "outs ide the 
ma il s" by W e lls Fargo & Co.' s Express to New York City where Boyd's City Express Post deliv ­
ered it to 27 Burlin g Sl ip, November 4, 185 2 , 4 o'cl ock de live ry. W el ls Fargo red handstamp 
and red prepayment mark . Black Type " E" Boyd postmark. !Abt Co li ecti on ). 
T he discove ry of gold in Cali fo rni a in 1848 
was a bonanza th at soon poured an avalanche 
of new wea lth into eve ry section of th e 1\ a­
t ion. The de mand for manu fac tured and im­
ported goods w hich had fl owed into New 
Yo rk from th e new te rrito ries at a steadily 
inc reasing rate, fro m 18+5 on, took on boom 
propo rtions in J 849. 

Th e r apid tid e of new se ttl ers wes t of th e 
Rocki es also appea rs, fo r a w hile, to have 
added a wh olly new class of patron age to 
Boyd's busin ess . 

In J anu a ry, 1849, th e gove rnment h ad es­
t ab li shed monthly mail se rvice from C alifor­
ni a to eas tern ports, route agents accompany­
ing th e sacks of letters and gold by ship to th e 
Isthmu s of P anama, overl and to th e Atl antic 
Ocean, and by ship up th e Atl antic Coast . 

A s usual, this government se rvice fell fa r 
short of th e needs and des ires of the enter­
pris ing prospecto rs and se ttlers, w ho found 
30-day inte rvals too long to wa it fo r com­
munication with th e E as te rn seaboard. Sup­
plies, equi pment or th e necess ities of life we re 
urgentl y needed. Also th ere was th e gold 
itse lf to send on- to cre a te credit balances a t 
eas te rn banks or to repay fri ends o r r el atives 
who had grubstaked min ing ex ped itions. 
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Priva te ente rprise soon moved into th e gap. 
W ell s Fargo, Gregory's E xpress, Herford , 
Ad ams and Comp any, and several others be­
gan sendin g agents w ith th e gold and the 
mail "out of the m ails" to P anama and Nic­
a ragua and ac ross to northbound Atl antic 
ships, departin g from w es te rn and eastern 
ports on dates betw een th e scheduled govern­
ment sailings. ( 5) 

U nd er th e P ostal Act of 1845, mail service 
thu s rendered between U nited States ports 
w as wholly illegal and soon gave g reat annoy­
ance to th e U nited States P ost Office Depart­
ment. 

U nd er th ese circumstances, the mail-carry­
ing ex press companies, bringing in letter s 
ma rked for door-delive ry, had no des ire to 
identify th emse lves to the Post Office Carrier 
D epa rtm ent, and in stead turned them over to 
Boyd. W e find a number of covers, dated 
from 18+9 to 1853 hand stamped both with th e 
markin gs of weste rn expresses and also 
Boyd 's postmark ( Figures 2 , 3 and 4). Pre­
sum ably, w hen mail w as door-delivered , fees 
for this service we re prepaid by senders to 
the ex press companies in C aliforni a and 
passed on by the Ne w Y ork offices of the 
la tte r to Boyd. The lack of such cove rs bear-
. Ill 
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Figure 4. A letter wh ich o riginated in San Francisco, transmitted "outside the mails" by 
Gregory 's Express to New York City where Boyd 's C ity Express Post delivered it to 18 Wall 
Street, April 5, 1852, 4 o' cl ock delivery. Blue Gregory prepayment mark, black Type " E" 
Boyd postmark , black type "e" Boyd prepayment . (Ex-Knapp, now in Edga r Jessup Collection.) 
ing dates between 1853 and some thirteen 
years later sugges ts that perhaps Boyd, not 
w ishing to become involved in the growing 
conflict be tween the government and the in­
tercoasta l mail se rvices, decided af ter 1853 to 
decline this patronage. 

The postal reform movement, unsated by 
its partial victory in 1851 , ( 6 ) had con tinu ed 
to wage its campa ign for further improve­
ments of the postal system. The uniform 2-
ce nt intercity rate advocated in 1851, reduc­
tion of the gove rnment franking privilege and 
a post office money order sys tem remained the 
major objectives of this persistent group . 
The "reformers" continued to be active pam­
phleteers ; and the speaki ng platforms, maga­
zi nes and newspapers were continu a l media 
of th eir propagand a.(7) 

In the sixty-s ixth year of his life, October 
I 1, 1853, w hile visiting relatives in Boston , 
Barnabas Bates passed away. Before his 
death , however, a new crusading leader, Pliny 
Miles, had joined th e New York wing of the 
movement. :Miles became its foremost figure 
du ring the remai nd er of the 185o's. 
THE CO
A world tr avell er, l\lliles was also an 
au th or and journalist. H e continu ed with 
unabated vigor th e stream of propaganda 
launched by Bates. Whereas the cheap post­
age movement had previously concentrated its 
attention on intercity postal service , the new 
leadership caused the city dispatches consider­
able conce rn by extending the scope of the re­
forms they advocated to include effective free 
government carr ier service and the ext inction 
of the private car ri er enterprises. 

Whether or not the New York Cheap Post­
age A ssociat ion established by Barnabas Bates 
in 18.j.8 continu ed in existence from 1851 to 
1855 is not certainly established. Scott's 
U11it P1I States Catalogu e, Special iz ed for sev­
era l past yea rs has described George F. Hus­
sey 's " Bank and Insurance Delivery Office" , 
wh ich began business in 1854 at 82 Broadway, 
as having been "established at the in stigation 
and request of The New York Cheap Postage 
Associat ion. "( 8 ) This statement appears to 
have had its origin in the chapter of H. C. 
Needham's "United States Local Stamps, A 
Concise History a nd l\IIemorandum" dealing 
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with Hussey's Post, which appeared in Th e 
Philatelic Gazett e in August, 1918.(9 ) As 
so many of the Needham allegat ions, this 
st atement is unsupported by any indication of 
its sou rce or bas is. 

If the Cheap Post age Association was still 
in ex istence in 1854, Miles was undoubted ly 
its leade r. It would seem odd and unlikely 
that, on one hand , Miles was att acking pri­
va te city mail se rvice, and, on th e other, en­
couraging th e establishment of a new enter­
prise . 

A public meeting \\·as held at the l\1er­
chants' Exchange on J anuary 28 , 1856, "to 
take into conside r ation such meas ures as 
might be deemed necessary to improve th e 
Posta l Sys tem." (10) 

Thomas Tileston pres id ed. George Gris­
\\"O ld, Royal Phelps, Ste \\·art Brown and 
Simeon Baldwi n were appo inted "vice-presi­
dents " . George Moore, Samuel D. B abcock 
and Pliny :Miles were named secretaries. 

After a good deal of oratory, a r esolu tion 
\\"as adopted advoca ting th ese measures: 

( 1) U ni form pos t age of TWO CENTS on 
le tters, ,,·ithout regard to distances; and a 
cheap r ate for p rinted matter. 

( 2) " R eceiving hous es" and lett er ca rriers 
for th e collecti on and deliv ery of let ters in 
cit ies and principal tow ns, w ithout extra 
charge. 

(3) "Money orders for sums not exceed in g 
$25 to be d ra\\"n by th e princip al post offices 
on each other". 

(+) Abolition of compul sory prepayment on 
interci ty letters , " ·hich h ad been enac ted into 
la"· in the P os t al Act of l\ I a rch 3, 1855, ( 11 ) 

and in ste ad, double post age to be charged on 
all mail matter not prepaid. 

(5) All " dead lette rs" to be returned to 
the writers whenever possible, without open­
ing. 

( 6) The postage on all f ranked matter to 
be paid by the seve r al departments of th e 
gove rnment. 

A second meeting of thi s group was held 
on March 2..j.th in th e Chapel of New York 
U nive rsity: On th a t occasion a perm anent 
o rganizati on kn own as th e New York P ost al 
Refo rm Association was formed , indicating 
that th e "Cheap Postage Association" had 
been out of ex istence some tim e prior to th a t 
date . Luthe r Bradish was elected president 
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of th e new organization; Erastus Bened ict, 
Joseph L awrence, Stewart Brown and Royal 
Phelps, vice-presidents; and Charles C. 
Moore and Simeon Baldwin, secretaries. 
Miles' name does not appear as an officer, 
but it is known that he remained active.( 12 ) 

The Postal Reform A ssociation's platform 
seems in th e main, to have been derived from 
a booklet entitled "Postal Reform , Its Urgent 
Necessity and Practicability", written by 
Miles and published by Stringe r and Towns­
end of ' ew Y ork City in 1855 . 

To thi s volume we owe th e most revealing 
contemporary description of the privately 
owned city mail enterpri ses eve r pµbli shed, a 
portr ayal th a t appe a r s to h ave been over­
looked by all th e earlier philatelic writers on 
ca rriers o r the local posts. 

Miles establi shed th e premises of hi s pam­
phl et in hi s preface, st a ting that in British 
citi es "There are about +6 let ters by each 
person by eve ry I ,ooo persons .. . " whereas 
in Am erican cities " there a re 2..j. letters writ­
ten pe r I ,ooo person s" . 

H e blamed this on th e " \\"retched post al 
accommodation s", failin g, this writer believes, 
to take into account th e differences in tem­
perament and origins between the two popu­
lation s and th e high proportion of illitera te 
immigra nts in the Amer ica n ce nters. 

If it were to derive th e full potenti al reve­
nue from an efficiently gove rned city mai l 
sys tem , Mil es believed, th e Post Office De­
partment would be placed on a self-suppo rting 
basis, despite th e furth e r reduction s of inter­
city pos t al rates which he advocated. (13) 

D esc ribin g th e loca l mail se rvice of New 
York in th e mid-185o 's, Miles wrote: 

" Private co mpanies ar e organized ... and 
a re collecting and delivering letters four or 
five tim es a day at two ce nts a letter. Th ey 
find it profitable or th ey would not do it .. . 

"Th e amount of busin ess done in coll ecting 
and delivering letters by private pe rsons in 
the city of New York is not merely a matter 
of conj ecture or guess work. The two th at 
do the la rges t business have given me th e fol­
lowing fac ts and stati stics of their operations: 

"One employs +5 ca rri e rs, has over 2,500 
receivin g boxes , wh ere letters can be deposited 
in variou s parts of the city, and collects and 
de liv ers, or deposits in the city Post Office for 
the m ails, from 6,ooo to 1 5,000 letters daily. 
O. III 
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In one day-just befor e an election, I think, 
th ere w ere passed through his h and s, in col­
lecting and delivering, 164,000 lette rs. This 
was th e la rges t day's w ork he eve r did. 

"Another party tells me he employs 25 car ­
r ie rs, r ents 350 boxes in hi s private Post 
Office, a t $4 each, and collects and delive rs 
an aver age of 10,000 letter s a day. 

"There are three or four oth er priva te post 
offices-perh aps more-in th e city, w here 
boxes a re r ented, and letter s r ece ived, h anded 
out to th e persons addressed , o r deposited in 
th e ci ty P ost Office . Th e box rent rece ived 
by th ese private post offices, amounts to $4,000 
or $5,000 a yea r."( 14) 

El sewhere in th e booklet , ( 10 ) Miles es ti­
m ated th e number of letters per yea r handl ed 
by priva te enterprises to be not less th an 
9 , 125,000; and mad e this comp a ri son : 

Priva te Posts 
G overnment 

City Mail 

L etters 
9, 125,000 

966,882 

R eceipts 
$ 182,500 

19,338 

The two enterprises that "did th e la rges t 
busin ess", were without question Boyd 's and 
Swa rts' . Thus we can estim ate the City 
E xpress Post's annu al r evenue in 1855 at 
$80,000 or $90,000 per yea r, a business cer­
tainly comparable to $ 1,000,000 o r more an ­
nu ally in present-day r eckoning. 

T he id entities of some of his pa tron s at 
th at time reflect Boyd's st anding in the com­
munity. The users were w id ely diversifi ed. 
W e know from covers seen, fo r in st ance, th at 
The M anh attan G as Light Company em­
ployed th e E xpress Post for m ailing of its 
sta tements. Corner ca rd s of th e principal 
hotels a re found among the Boyd-handled 
covers, indicating th a t th e P ost 's boxes w ere 
accessible in th eir lobbies. A lot listed in th e 
aucti on catalogue of th e Edwa rd L . Kn app 
Collection was "a series of three lette rs re­
ferring to an agreement w ith Boyd fo r de­
live ry of R epublican E lection ci rcul a rs in 
1856 ( including) a letter w ritten and signed 
by Boyd and also one from Simeon Draper ( *) 
justifying Boyd 's bill fo r services". (16) 

*Simeon D ra per was a son-in -lnw of John H ag-ge rty, 
o f Boyd's one-ti me auction com peti tor , H aggerty, A u s­
ti n & Co. W al ter Bar rett, Th e O ld M erc hant s of 
N e.u Yori<, Ca rl eton , P ub I is her , ( Ne11· York , 186{ ) 
Secon<l Series, V ol . I, p. 1 1 5. 
T H E COL
On August 1, 1855, a new majo r con tender 
entered th e r ace fo r post al patronage, wi th 
th e organizati on of th e M etropolitan E r rand 
and Ca rri er Express C ompany, capit aliz!!d at 
$200,000. C ha rte red by th e Sta te of New 
Y ork , this fi rm took ove r th e express business 
of A braham L. Hinckley, who became presi­
dent of th e new corporation. Samuel P . 
Crane was secre ta ry; Hiram Dixon, t rea­
sure r ; and Geo rge G. J ones, general agen t. 
The principal offices we re at l l Pine St reet. 

The American J ournal of Philately, Sep­
tember 1 7, I 873, noted th a t Met ropolit an 
" iss ued a da il y paper o r circul ar w hich, fo rtu­
nately giv es all th e in fo rm ation th at a st amp 
coll ector desires". (17) 

"Th e busin ess of th e co mp any", th e J ourn al 
sa id , "consisted in collecting and delivering 
lette rs and parcels to and fr om any house in 
th e city to any par t of th e wo rld. Also th e 
purchas ing of goods and del ive ry, as fo r in­
st ance , a pe rson could hail one of th e com­
pany's ca rri e rs and send him fo r a loaf of 
bread o r a su it of clothes, o r anything th at 
co uld be purchased .. . 

" It appea rs th ey had offices [collection 
points ?] es t abli shed all over the city, and had 
a special messenger riding upon every omnibus 
or car in the city whose business it was to 
t ake any lette r bea ring the comp any's st amp 
to th e nea res t br anch office, to be immedi ately 
se nt to th e des igna ted ad dress." 

In 1889, Dr. Willi am H . M itchell 
w rote: ( 18 ) 

" In 1855 w hen A . M . Hinckley began to 
make a g reat fu ro r w ith th e M etropolitan 
Errand and Carrie r Co., Boyd secured a State 
C harter and thi s ch arter w as used as a de­
fense in th e many suits th e government 
brought aga inst th e post. " 

H . C. Needh am, in his 1920 sketch of th e 
Metropolitan Co. , st ated (19 ) th at "by 1857 
the volume became so heavy th at th e re were 
ove r fif ty ca rrie rs employed and approxi­
mately one hundred post al boxes d istrib uted 
th roughou t th e city." As usu al, Needham's 
sta t is t ics \H re not suppo rted by any indica­
tion of th eir sou rce or fo un da tion. 

The id ea th a t, a t about th is time of th e 
P os t 's hi sto ry, Boyd obtain ed some kind of a 
st ate o r municip al charter goes back to th e 
ea rli es t comprehensive study of th e histo ry of 
th e U nited States L ocals, a se ries entitled 
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" Notes on The U nited States L ocals" by W. 
Dudley Atlee w hich appeared in th e Stam p 
Collectors Magaz ine ( B ath , E ngland ) in 
187 1. Atlee expressed th e belief th at Boyd 
was licensed by th e city under a ch arte r gr ant­
ed to New Y ork by K ing Geo rge II em­
powering th e mun icipality to license common 
car r ie rs. ( 20 ) 

U p to th e present tim e neither concept of 
Boyd's "char ter", if the re was one, has proved 
to be ve ri fiable. Whereas much "smoke" 
ex ists, we suspect fi re, but neithe r State 
records at Albany nor C ity H all sources, so 
far , has yie lded th e part ic ul a rs. 

In th e summer o r ea rly fa ll of 1854, an­
oth e~ vari ation of Boyd's adhesive st amps oc­
cu rred. The known fac ts indica te th at , once 
again , th ere was a change of printer s. 

W e reconstruct the fac ts as fo llows : Pre­
sumably, th a t spring, th e supplies of the litho­
graphed st amp of 1853, No. 20 L. 8, (T ype 
V I) we re depleted. H ad Boyd r eturned to 
the same printer , he would h ave been told 
that the stone had long since been washed and 
put to oth er uses. ( Lithog raphic stones, being 
costly, th ey we re r a rely held by printers in 
anticip ation of possible r eo rders) . H oweve r , 
f rom th e number of subsequent r eprintings 
made fo r collecto rs, we know th at the met al 
d ie w as avail able and th e most economical 
procedure wo uld have been to m ake new 
tr ansfers fr om th at d ie and prepa re a new 
stone fo r th e re run. 

The fac t th at th e Type V I d ie was not 
used and th at, in stea <l , a new die was pre­
pa red , sugges ts th at price, se rvice o r some 
oth er aspect of th e transaction deterred an 
ag ree ment between Boyd and th e former 
printer. Al so, it is doubted if the style and 
wo rkm anship ( Figure 5) of th e new st amps, 
No. 2 0 L. 10 (T ype VII ) could possibly have 
been th e product of th e firm or th e individual 
w ho c reated the preceding issue. 

If economy w as hi s object, our post al pio­
nee r bought himself no bargain. A wo rse 
specimen of lithogr aphic cr aftsm anship could 
hardly be conceived . 

In pl ace of th e trim and rather graceful 
execution of the st and ard elements of Boyd 's 
st amps, seen on No. 20 L . 8, th e new product 
w as a clumsy, c rude and am ateurish drawing 
of the same subj ects. The printing was 
equally bad . 
THE COLL ECTORS C LU B P HILATELIST, VOL . XX IX, N
(P hoto g raph by B o11 trelle) 

Figure 5. No. 20 L. 10 (Type VI I ) Boyd ad ­
hesive stamp. In use 1854-1855. 

The oval fr ames, both oute r and inner, and 
the lette ring of th e inscription " BOYD'S 
C ITY E X PRESS POST 2 CE N TS", look 
as if th ey we re d rawn w ith th e fl at edge of a 
spatul a r ather th an a pen. The outer oval 
fr ame has a thickness of Y, mm., th e inner 
one, y,( mm. The downst rokes of the letter­
ing a re about rs mm. in thickness. Close ex­
amination reveals th e fact th at few of these 
st rokes we re made evenly and th e wavering 
lines cause one to wonde r if this w ould-be 
lith og rapher spent more of his time th an he 
should in th e co rner saloon. 

The dimensions of the 2 0 L. IO a re about 
th e same as those of preceding va rieties, the 
horizontal axis ( over-all , ac ross the oute r 
ellipse) being I 7% mm. ; the vertical, 20% 
mm. The thickness and blackness of so many 
of th e lines, however , gives the st amp a squ at , 
crowded appearance. 

While the posture and principal outlines 
of the eagle on N o. 20 L . IO were drawn 
approxim ately th e same as on the preceding 
type, the bird had lost his crest, and his mouth 
and eye w ere both firmly closed , giving him 
th e appea rance of having been stuffed by a 
vindictive t axid ermist , determined for forever 
to r emove all evidence of the eagle 's person­
ality. 
O. Ill 



BoYo 's C rTY EXPRESS P osT 
The most distinctive aspect of this_ design 
is the shape of the "2". The downstrokes of 
the upper half include two very thick lines, a 
long one at the viewer's right and a short one 
a t th e left. A very thin stroke curves down 
to the horizontal base line. The latter is 
thickly drawn, a length of 0 mm. , but the 
width from left to right of the top segment 
is ~ mm. This gives the numeral a top­
he avy appearance and the look of being likely 
to fa ll into a heap at any moment. 

Tradition has it that the sheets of these 
st amps, as most Boyd issues, had 100 sub­
jects. No surviving sheets are know n to the 
writer, the largest piece being a block of 25 
(5 x 5) in Mr. H . W . K. Hale's collection. 
(He has three other smaller blocks). None 
of these shows a complete row. · 

The subjects on Mr. H ale's blocks are not 
divided by horizontal and vertical frame lines 
or individual rectangles, and no specimens 
seen by thi s writer are thus fr amed. The 
horizontal rows on the blocks a re l ~ mm. 
apart, and the vertical rows are separated by 
3y,( mm. However, one of th ese stamps, on 
a cove r in the writer's collection, shows a 
portion of the outline of its right hand "neigh­
bor" on the sheet , only l mm. distant. This 
would sugges t that when the subjects were 
transfer red , at leas t one ve rtical row h ad to 
be crowded nea rer th an the oth ers in order to 
get th em all on to the stone. 

The paper is a hard white wove, thickness 
.0045" to .005" , surface colored a green th a t 
varies fro m Ridgeway's "Motmot" (35 'b, 
Plate XVIII) to the brighter and bluer 
"Vivid" (37'b, Pl ate VII). Some sheets were 
glazed, oth ers have a dull flat appearance. 
The surface coloring appears to have been ap­
plied un evenly with broad diagonal brush 
strokes. Three of th e blocks in Mr. H ale's 
coll ection indicate th at th e stamps we re pre­
pared for adhesion with thin coats of gum, 
this being th e firs t issue on w hich it is likely 
th at gumming was practised. The sale of 
die-cut specimens, probably in "pillbox t in 
conta iners", was continued. 

The use of this st amp to prepay carrier 
se rvice to the United States P ost Office yield­
ed combinations on covers wi th the dull red 
and rose-red (1854-55) shades of U. S. No. 
Ir. No. 20 L. IO is also found on covers ad­
dressed out of New York City in combination 
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with th e "NEW YORK PAID 3 CTS" red 
Federal postm arks used at th at time. 

J. W. Scott 's check list gave the earliest 
date of cover he h ad seen bearing this stamp 
as July 3, 1854.( 21 ) Th e w riter recorded a 
cover in th e Helen F. Novy collection bear­
ing No. 20 L. IO dated December 26, 1854. 
All other recorded specimen s appear to have 
been on 1855 covers, th e latest seen being one 
in the writer's collection dated O ctober 6th 
of th at year. 

The counterfeit of this stamp made for 
"space fill e r" sale to collectors (F igure 6) 
bea rs little r esemblance to the genuine. The 
outer oval is too thick and the eagle appears 
to have been drawn at the last moment of a 
wretched and hungry life. Its beak has been 
amputated and its mouth is open wide in a 
final screech of protest. 

Figure 6. Counterfeit of Boyd adhesive stamp 
No_ 20 L. 10. 

Late in 1855, when supplies of the " printing 
atrocity" of th e previous year became low, it 
is no wonder th at Boyd sough t a better form 
of workmanship. He turn ed now to typo­
graphy which was more expensive th an litho­
graphy but less costly th an intaglio engr aving. 

The early w ritings about the new stamps 
(Type V III ) always descr ibed th em as h av­
ing been printed from a "wood engraving". 
In all likelih ood, th e design actually was first 
engraved on wood and wax moulds were 
made from this engraving. These moulds, in 
turn, were converted to a copper plate by the 
rela tively new process of electrotyping. ( *) 
The number of subjects on thi s plate has not 
been ascertained , no large pieces of th e 1856 

* Df\·eloped by J ose rh A. Adams, a wood engraver of 
New York , i:1 1S,.J.1. 
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or 1857 printings h aving been found by this 
w riter. 

The major features of the new T ype 
showed th e influence of its predecessor. The 
thickly drawn outer and inner ovals a re re­
peated. However the new st amps contrasted 
very favo r ably w ith T ype V II , having th e 
neatness, trimn ess and clarity th at th e pre­
vio us st amps lacked. 

For th e first time since th e issuance of No. 
20 L. 3, a decade earlier, the central figure 
of the eagle was drawn against a solid color 
background in pl ace of the cross hatched lines 
that we re the background s of the vignettes 
on Nos. 20 L. 4 to 20 L. IO inclusive. 

T ype VIII (Figure 7 ) is easily distinguish­
able from all othe rs in the series by its unique 
outer oval frame. Two concentric thinner 
ovals supplement the heavily drawn outermost 
border. This type is also one of the smallest 
of th e se ries , measuring I7 x 2I mm. across 
th e design, the vignette measuring IO x I3 
mm. 

Figure 7. Photograph of No . 20 L. 11 (Type 
V I 11 Boyd adhesive stamp ) used in l 855 and 
1856. Also printed in shades of orange and 
red, 1856-1 857 (Nos. 20 L. 12 and 13 ). Al so 
in red , 1862 (No. 20 L. 23) . 

The mouth of th e eagle was once again 
drawn sligh tly open and the eye was fo rmed 
wi th some care, wi th th e suggestion of a pupil 
and appropria te shad ing below. Unlike the 
design of the previous type, the eagle 's left 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXJX, 
wing does not touch th e edge of the inner 
oval. 

The first printing of the T ype VIII st amps 
(No. 20 L. ll) was on a rich shade of green 
paper colored through. The Ridgew ay colors 
neares t to the sh ade of this paper are "Light 
Oriental" (33'b, Plate XVIII) to " Peacock 
Green" (35'i, Pla te VI). 

The precise dates of philatelic material in 
these yea rs a re difficult to fix because the long 
es tablished custom of folding each letter and 
inscribing the date of its receipt and source at 
the left h and margin of the add ressed surface, 
was waning. In the earlier years of the nine­
teenth century, and through the I84o's filing 
of mail was usually a process of setting the 
folded letters on end in dr awe rs or boxes, the 
source and date inscriptions showing, and ar­
ranged alphabetically or chronologically. 

The letters were virtually all co rrespond­
ence sheets, folded for mailing. Envelopes 
had been inven ted in the seventeenth century, 
but their common use in America did not de­
velop until the late 184o's. (22 ) When enve­
lopes were first employed, the former practice 
of date and source inscription was at first car­
ried over to the new containers. 

Within a few years, howeve r. Aat filing of 
letters became increasingly common. The en­
velopes, if they we re retained, were less and 
less frequently date-inscribed. Many of them 
were discarded and this fact also explains 
why material of th e middle and la te 185o's 
is comparative ly sca rce. A few years later, 
philatelists came along to start rescuing let­
ters and st amps. 

From the limited material avai lable, it is 
believed that the black on green paper Type 
VIII (No. 20 L. ll) was issued very early 
in I856. The specimen on a cover ·with th e 
ea rlies t recorded date is one in Mr. H ale's 
coll ection da ted April 13, 1856. J. W. Scott's 
chron ological records of th e Boyd stamps is­
sued during the period from I855 to I875 
were badly confused, a fac t which he freely 
admitted in his early wri tings about Lo­
cals. ( 23 ) Scott noted the ea rliest date of No. 
20 L. II as November II, I856( 24 ) and this 
might correctly have been November ll, 1855, 
a month af ter the date of th e las t r eco rded 
exampl e of No. 20 L. IO. 

It is believed th at th e supply of the first 
printing, in th at busy year, gave ou t early in 
NO. Ill 



B ovo's C I T Y E x P R Ess P osT 
th e summer. The writer has seen cove rs w ith 
No. 20 L . 11 postm a rked .in June, 1856, but 
none indicating use in later month s. 

F rom th e est ablishment of th e P os t, ce rtain 
charac te ristics ci f Boyd's st amps h ad been 
mainta in ed w ith fai thful consistency. The 
bas ic elements of th e design, th e use of bl ack 
ink on white paper surface -colored green, and 
wi th only a fe w exceptions, th e glaz ing, we re 
among th ese st and ard fea tures . 

In all likelihood Boyd rega rd ed th e main­
tenance of th ese characte ristics as conlid ence­
building and business-ge tting advant ages. As 
this account has st ated previously, in addition 
to th eir fr anking purpose th e st amps of this 
competitive enterpri se se rved th e fun cti ons of 
trademarks. In a period when symbols of 
pos ta l service we re constantly changing, Boyd 
as tutely r ecognized th e value of consistency. 

Th e use of th e g reen paper colo red through 
h ad, th erefo re, been somewhat of an innova­
tion. In th e summ er of 1856 Boyd auth orized 
a still more r adical departure from his tr adi­
tion. J'his time th e printe r produced th e 
T ype VIII design in ve rmilion ink on a ve ry 
line qu ality of white wove paper not unlike 
the stock norm ally used for personal corre­
spondence (No. 20 L. 13 ) . The Rid gew ay 
colo r nea rest to th at of th e ink used fo r this 
iss ue is " Orange Cinnamon" ( 13" b, Pl ate 
XXIX) . 

Scott reco rd ed the ea rlies t da te of use of 
this issue he had seen to have been August 4, 
1856.( 2") The writer h as covers in his col­
lection bea ring thi s st amp, w ith Sep tember, 
1856, dates. 

The variety listed as " No. 20 L. 12", (T ype 
VIII) printed on white paper in brick r ed 
(nea rest Ridge w ay " Co ral Red" to " Dragons 
Blood Red," 5'b, Pla te XIII) , is listed out 
of its probable chronological ord er. 

It is a tenable assumption that th e orange­
red ink w as an experimental run and th at, 
when it pleased Mr. Boyd, a la rge r qu antity 
of brighter red stamps was ordered. Speci­
mens of N o. 20 L . 12 have been noted w ith 
dates from December 18, 1856, to May IO, 

1857, (both covers in the Abt collection ), 
th ough were a greater number avail able for 
study, earlie r and later dates would in all 
likelihood be found. 

One reliable specimen of No. 2:> L . I 2 has 
been seen by the writer on diago nally la id 
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white pape r , and th e paper employed for all 
specimens examined appea rs to have had an 
unu sually high r ag content. 

The T ype VIII pl ate, or a new one made 
fro m th e bas ic wood engraving, se rved fo r a 
late r iss ue of th e P ost (No. 20 L. 23) . So­
ca ll ed "rep rints" of the 1856 and 1857 varie­
t ies \Hre m ade in th e 189o's in shee ts of 25 
( 5x5) subject s. T hey we re pr inted in black 
ink on g rey-g reen pape r ( nea res t R idgew ay, 
" P ale O livin e", 35"b, Pl ate XXX II ); black 
on light blue-green ( Ri dgeway, " P ale G lau­
co us G reen", 39"d, Pl ate X X X III ); and dull 
orange ( Ri dgeway, "Li ght V in aceous Cinn a­
mon", 13" d, Pl ate XXIX ) on white paper. 
Wheth er th ese we re typog raphed from a new 
elect ro type pl ate o r printed f rom a lith o­
graphic stone, to which tr ansfe rs had been 
made from th e bas ic engraving, is uncert ain. 
Th e latte r view is favo red. 

Th e most dange rous counterfei t of any 
Boyd st amp is a lithog raph ed imita tion of 
T ype V III. The cha racte ristic by which this 
co unterfei t ( Figure 8) can be best de tected is 
th e shape of th e "Y" in "CITY". O n th e 
co un terfe it va riety, th e left a rm of th e letter 
begin s Yi mm. below th e right a rm , whereas 
on th e genuin e design th e left a rm extends 
fro m th e ve rtical stroke just barely below th e 
point fro m which the r ight a rm is ex tended . 
Al so, th e left a rm is d rawn so thickly as to 
prov ide a colo rless space between th e a rms 
about h alf th at seen on th e o rigin al. 

Fi gure 8. Counterfe it of Type VIII , made for 
sale to co llectors. · 

Anoth er cha racte ristic of the forgery is the 
crossbar a t th e top of th e "T " of " POST", 
sloping down at th e right hand side. The 
ma rkings on the globe differ slightly from the 
original, and th e shading on the eagle's breast 
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is sketchy co mp ared to th e ca reful w orkm an­
ship on the origin al. 

The num eral " 2" on th e counterfeit type 
dev iates from th e fi gure on the genuine st amp. 
Th e upper curve slopes more radically to th e 
left th an it does on th e origin al. 

One va ri ety of this co unterfeit was printed 
on white paper. The ink was a brick r ed 
shade almost id entical w ith th e colo r on No. 
2 0 L. r 2 . The paper on which th e latter was 
printed, howeve r, is thinner and more tr ans­
pa rent th an th at of th e origin al. An oth er 
printin g of th e co unterfeit on g reenish bl ue 
pape r , colored th ro ugh, (akin to Ridgeway 
"Montpelie r G reen" , 37" b, Pl ate X XXIII ), 
is not close enough to th e co r rec t shade of 
No. 20 L. 11 to confuse anyone fa mili a r w ith 
th e genuine st amp. 
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In th e ea rly fall of 1857 New York w as 
hearin g inc reas ingly ala rming news of busi­
ness conditions in other citi es of the nation. 
E xcessively infl ated , the prosperity bubble w as 
about to burst. The banks of Philadelphia 
suspended fi rst . On Tuesday, October 13th, 
th e Bowery Bank gave w ay. After th at , one 
afte r anoth er of N ew Y o rk 's fin ancial citadels 

. closed th eir doo rs, none of th em to resume 
specie payments until D ecember 14th . By the 
end of th e yea r , 985 merchants wi th li abilities 
exceed ing $ 120,000 ,000 had gone into bank­
ruptcy. ( 2G) U nemployment was w id espread. 

This shock to th e busin ess system, w ithout 
qu estion was also r efl ected in th e volume of 
loca l pe rsonal and busin ess m ail. Some of 
Boyd 's small er competito rs we re among the 
Figure 9. No. 20 L. 14 (T ype IX) Boyd adhesive st am p. 
T ype " f " p repayment mark. 

(Plioto by H arlw css} 

( 1857- 1860). Cance ll ed wi th 
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victims. He weathered the crisis, but th at 
winter was difficult sledding. 

Was it lower printing cost or sales promo­
tional strategy that caused Boyd to return to 
his traditional black ink on glazed green sur­
faced white paper when new stamps were re­
quired in the summer of 1857? The advanc­
ing Depression must h ave made him , like 
everyone else, penny-conscious. It is likely, 
also, that th e public's reaction to his color ex­
periments of I 856 h ad much to do with his 
resumption of the familiar colors. 

Black printing on g reen surfaced paper h ad 
iden tifi ed Boyd's st amps, valid for prepayment 
of carrier service, for more th an 12 years and 
it would not have been surprising if, when 
merchants in neighborhood stores w here 
Boyd's boxes we re located offered the red­
and orange-hued adhesives of 1856, patron s 
viewed them with considerable skepticism. 

An analagous si tu a tion would be the print­
ing by the United Sta tes government of blue 
or red paper currency. It would require a 
long period of accus toming, and extensive edu­
cation, before th e public generally would ac­
cept dollar bills that were not the familiar 
and tr ad itional green. 

The l as t stamp issued during Boyd's life­
time, therefore, was a resumption of th e old 
format, design and color; and a return to 
lithography, th e le as t expensive printing proc­
ess. 

No. 20 L. 14 (Figure 9) was sufficiently 
similar to No. 20 L. IO th at the two varieties 
have been frequently confused, and , in fact, 
early listings and cat alogues did not list them 
as separate varie ties. 

This va riety (Type IX) was so poorly 
printed that one inevitably suspects th e re­
employment of the lithographer who had pro· 
duced No. 20 L. IO. 

Close study, however, reveals ce rta in mark­
ed differences between the two types. The 
over-all dimensions of the new design, I50 x 
20 ;,i mm. were slightly smaller th an those of 
No. 20 L. IO. Scott's Catalogue stresses th e 
difference in spacing between th e "T" of 
" POST", th e " 2" and th e "C" of "CENTS" 
(Figures JO and II). On T ype VII th e dis­
t ance between the "2" and "C" ( 0 mm.) was 
less th an th e space between th e "T" and "2" 
( }4'. mm.) . On Type IX, this r elation ship 
was r eversed, the spacing being 0 mm. be-
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tween th e "T" and the "2", and }4'. mm. 
between th e " 2" and th e "C". 

Figure l 0 . Enlarged drawi ng of the " T 2 C" 
of Type VII (No. 20 L . 10) . 

Fi gure l l. Enlarged drawing of the " T 2 C" 
of Type IX (No. 20 L. 14 ). 

Another ready method of differentiating 
No. 20 L. 14 from No. 20 L. IO is to examine 
th e eagle's t ail. On th e later stamp th e t ail 
was draw n as a rect angle, th e bottom line of 
w hich inter sected th e eagle's right leg. On 
No. 20 L. JO , the outline of the t ail comes to 
a point, 2)/i mm. from the right leg. 

A third difference is the shape of th e "2". 
"Topheavy" in both instances, th e numeral on 
N o. 20 L. IO termin ates }4'. of a mm. away 
from th e downstroke, whereas on 20 L. 14, 
it is curved around almost to intersect the 
downstroke. The curved top of the num eral 
is a hair line th at frequently appea rs to be 
broken. 

The H . W. K . H ale Collection includes a 
full sheet of No. 20 L. J 4, including 100 sub­
jects, (IO x IO). Each subject appears to 
have been transferr ed to the stone separately, 
complete w ith rectangula r frame. In most 
in st ances th ese frame lines did not quite coi n­
cide and many of the subjects are not lined up 
in wholly even rows (F igure 12). The paper 
is heavier than th at of other Boyd stamps, 
( thickness .007 5" - .009") . The back of th e 
sheet is thickly coated w ith a yellowish gum. 

While these st amps, like th eir predecessors, 
we re for sale die-cut to shape, experimental 
shee ts appear also to have been issued with 
se rrate perfor ations. (See Figure 13) . This 
innovation was, no do ubt, suggested by the 
adop tion of perforations in the U . S. General 
I ssue of 1857. H oweve r , perforations did not 
become a regul ar fea ture of Boyd stamps 
until so me. nin eteen years late r. 
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{Photograph by B o11 trelle} 

Figure 12. Block of four, No. 20 L. 14 re fl ect­
ing individual transfe r of subjects to the litho­
graphic stone. Frame !ines of each stam p are 
seen to pa ra ll e l but not coincide with those of 
neighboring sub jec t . 

The ea rl iest usage of l\o. 20 L. 14 appears 
to have been in the su mmer of 1857. Mr. 
Frank Hollowbush of Allenhurst, N. J. has 
in his coll ection a cover dated August 4th of 
that yea r (2 o'clock delivery). T he st amp is 
cancell ed and tied by prepayment mark "f" 
and th e cover is hand stamped with Postmark 
"H". ]. W. Scott recorded th e ea rli es t use 
of this va ri ety within his ken as September 6, 
1 857.(~i) The lates t cover seen by this 
writer. bear ing this variety is one in th e 
H oll owbush co ll ec t ion da ted April 6, 1860. 

Th e "space-fi ll er" cou nterfei t of No. 20 L. 
q , is illustrated with this chapter (F igu re 
q). It was another very crude imitation. 
13 lines of diagonal shading on the globe, 
nonexistent on th e o rigi nal, provide a r eady 
mean s of identification . The perpendicular 
ax is of th e centr al vignette is less th an th at 
of the or igin al ( 13 mm. as co mpared w ith 14 
mm.). The surf ace coloring of th e paper was 
th e wrong shade, Ridgeway's "Cendre" (35'b, 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATE LIST , VOL. XXIX, NO
Plate VI) in stead of th e yellower "Oriental" 
hue of the genuine stamp. 

Catalogue li stings of Boyd stamps have al­
ways classified as an 1857 emission, a l cent 
stamp (No. 20 L. 15) prepared by erasing the 
"2" of T ype IX and drawing in the numeral 
" i " on all subj ects. 

That this l cent stamp was prepared and 
printed in th e m anner described above is be­
yond question. But the claim that the new 
de nomination was issued co incidentally with 
th e 2 cent st amp is subj ect to great doubt. 
]. W. Scott's 1888 check list referred to a 
specimen on a cove r dated August 7, 1857 (28 ) 

but th a t is th e only known notation of such 
an early date and th e manu script numeral 
"9" might eas ily have been mistaken for a 
"]''. No specimens of No. 20 L. 15 appear 
in any of th e major collections seen by this 
wri ter on cove rs wi th dates before 1859. 

If a l cent st amp was prepared in 1857, 
what purpose did it serve? T umerous covers 
franked w ith No. 20 L. 14, th e 2 cent stamp 
are know n, dated 1857 to 1859 inclusive , of 
va rious weights, addressed to all parts of the 
city, or car ried to th e P ost Office. Neither 
distance nor bulk could therefore h ave been 
the factor gove rning a l and 2 cent r ate scale. 

The unusual retention by the printer for a 
period of two or three years of the litho­
graphic stone, on which the erasure of the 
numer al was undoubtedly m ade, is the only 
fact supporti ng the claim that th e l cent 
st amps we re produced shortly af ter th e 2 
ce nt variety. Since however th e weight of 
all oth er evide nce favors 1859 as the date of 

Figure 14. Count e rfeit of Boyd adhesive stamp 
No . 20 L. 14. 
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(Photo by Puscelle} 

Figure 13. Pho to of locally de li ve red cove r bearing No. 20 L. l 4 a lserrate perforat ion ). The 
stamp is cancel led in black by type " f" prepayment mark. Cove r was struck in black a second 
time by this mark and al so in black by T ype " H" pos tmark . (H. W. K. Hal e Co llecti on I . 
issue of l\o. 20 L. 15 , it will be dealt " ·ith in 
its probable proper place in thi s na rrative, the 
nex t Chapter. 

Some expe rim entat ion with " Spec ial De­
live ry" service may have been undertaken in 
th e mid- or latter eighteen fifti es. The h and 
stamp "TELEGRAPHIC", in blue ink, (F ig­
ure 15) has been see n on an undated but 
appa rently reliable cover believed to have 
been mailed in 1855 o r 1856. No other speci­
men has been seen by the writer with this 
m a rking. 

l'ypes "G" and " H " postm arks \\·ere used 
in this period . 

Type "G", (Figure 16 ) appears to have 
been relati ve ly short lived , hav in g bee n used 

TELEGRAPHIC, 
Fi gure 15. Boyd handstamp " TELEGRAPHIC" 
struck in blue, seen on a cover believed to have 
bee n carr ied by Boyd in 18 55 or 1856, proba­
bly a form of " Special De livery." Traced from 
the ori g inal , Abt col lection . 
THE CO
b ri e tt y in the Spring of 1855. It measured 
39 x 22 mm. , th e letters of " BOYD'S C ITY" 
and " EXPRES S POST " were 3)/, mm. high 
and th ose of the date and hou r only r y,( mm. 

Beginning th at summ er, T ype " H " (F igure 
1 7) \\·as used continuously until th e summer 
of 1860. The oval measured 3 1 x 24 mm. 
The lette rs of " BOYD'S C ITY" were drawn 
2 mm. hi gh, " EXPRESS POST " 3Y, mm., 
and th e date and de liv ery hour r Y, mm. 
T)' PCS "G" and " H " we re always struck in 
black ink. 

Af te r 1855 prepayment ma rk s on the local 
mai l, franked with st amps, \\·ere usually 

Figu re 16. Type " G" Pos tmark, used in the 
Sp1 ing of l 8 55. Tracing frcm th e origina l. 
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Boyo's C1TY ExrREss PosT 
Fi gure 17 . T ype " H" Postmark , used 1855 to 
l 860 inclusive. Tracing from the original. 

struck on th e cove rs twice, once to cancel the 
st amps and once else,vhere on the surface of 
cove rs to confirm the fact th at postage h ad 
been paid. Covers dated from 1857 to 1859 
inclusive bear the Type " f" prepayment mark, 
a mod ifi ed 2-line " PAID JTB ", (Figure 18) 

Figure l 8. 
( 1857-185<; 
original . 

PAID 
J.T.B 

Type "f" 
inclusive). 

prepayment mark 
Tracing from the 

the lettering of the upper and lower lines be­
ing broader than on Type "e'', and each line 
being approx imately equal in height (4 mm.) 
to the other. From time to time, on covers 
of the latter 185o's, this prepayment mark is 
also seen encased in an octangular frame 
(Type "g") (F igure 19). 

Fi gure 19. Type "g" prepayment mark ( 1854-
1858 inclusive). Tracing from the original . 

The Depression that had begu n in the fall 
of 1857 continued throughout the following 
year. By J anuary, 1859, however, r ecovery 
was well under way. Th at spr ing, business 
conditions return ed to the comparatively ac­
tive leve l of June, 1852. ( 29 ) 

H owever, two years of adverse business 
a.nd the accum ul ated fatigue of fifteen years 
of ceaseless struggle had t aken their toll of 
John Boyd 's health. The agg ressive Metro­
politan Errand and Carrier Service, and the 
equally vigorous George Hussey were strik­
ing hard a t his su premacy of the m ail-carrying 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, 
business. That spring, also, Joseph Holt of 
Kentucky, since 1857 United States Commis­
sioner of Patents, was made Postmaster Gen­
eral, and there were rumors of new pressure 
on the private city despatches to be exerted 
by the Federal Post Office Department. 

The old heart faltered. Tired and ill, 
John went to the home of one of the family 
( we know not which one) at 69 West 31 
Street to recuperate. But on Wednesday 
morning, June 8th, he passed away. The 
T1·ibun e announcement said: (30 ) 

DIED 

" BOYD- On Wednesday morning, June 8, 
John T. Boyd , sr., eldest son of the late 
Dr. Thos. Boyd, aged 62 years. The rela­
tives and friends of the family are respect­
fully invited to attend the funeral on Fri­
day af ternoon, June 10, at 4 o'clock p. m., 
from his la te residence, No. 69 West 
Thirty-first Street, without further invita­
tion ." 

On Thursday and Friday, the ninth and 
tenth , the Journ al of Commerce printed this 
announcement: ( 31 ) 

" Office Boyd's City Express Post, No. 45 
William Street-In consequence of the 
death of th e proprietor, JOHN T. BOYD, 
two deliveries will only be made from this 
office on Friday, roth inst. The office will 
be opened as usual on Saturday morning, 
11th inst." 

His remains were interred in the family 
vault, (No. 217) at the New York City 
Marble Cemetary, on East Second Street. 

Thus ended the career of a courageous man 
-one to whom every user of the United 
States mails, every American citizen, owes a 
substantial debt. Far more than to the 
pamphleteering and ubiquitous Postal Re­
formers, our obligation should be acknowl­
edged to th e man who by sheer will power 
and st ubborn persistence proved, at least, that 
good ci ty carrier service was possible. 

John Boyd did not see himself as a " man 
of destiny". He was a typical American, 
seeking only an opportunity to earn a good 
living for himself and his family, believing in 
himself , and fighting for his rights as a free 
citizen of this democracy. 
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BoYo's CrTY EXPRESS PosT 
He was not a "great man". His rugged 
individualism was so ex treme that in a day 
when most of the contemporary entrepreneurs 
were joining forces to merge their strengths, 
he went it alone and would join hands with 
no one. 

The other communication and transporta­
tion enterprises that sprang up in the early 
184o's withstood the devouring purposes of 
power-hungry politicians by uniting in a suc­
cession of corporate merge rs . That was the 
sto ry of express, telegraph , and r ailroads be­
tween 1850 and th e Civil W ar. 

That could, perhaps, have been the story of 
th e priva te postal se rvices. 

Had Boyd been possessed of the needed 
vision, and had he been a bit less stubborn, he, 
and he alone, among th e New York postal 
entrepreneu rs was in a position to bring to­
gether th e many smaller enterprises into one 
formidable unit. Conceivably, such a unit 
could have survived to our time, gove rnment 
regulated perh aps, as a re the other forms of 
communica tion and transportation, but pri­
va tely owned and fr ee of the deadening bur­
den of th e Federal bureaucracy. 

Boyd did not see th at vision. Yet hi s 
spirit was great enough, by itself , to keep 
a live and independent th e post al service he 
had es tablished for more th an a quarter of a 
Century afte r his death; and even tod ay, to 
g ive continu ed inspiration to the busin ess 111 -

s titution that still bea r s his name. 

(To be continued.) 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBOOK 
By DR. HERBERT MUNK 

GREECE - PART V 

(Con tinu ed from Vol. XXVIII , P age 316.) 

Translated 
By H. G. Z ERVAS 

A nnotaterl and brought up to date 
By R OBERT 0. TRUMAN 

(Page numbers mentioned in text refer to Handbook Parts I to IV, 
Collecto rs C lub translation of Kohl 's " Greece .") 

The Forgeries of the Small Hermes Heads ( 63 ) 
In 1891/94 the 20 L. st amps we re r e­
peatedly forged to defraud the Postal Ad­
ministration , and those of th e 25 L. blue, 
25 L. purple lil ac, and I Dr. at leas t 
once. According to th e Timbr e-Fost e all 
of th e forgeries, wi th th e excep tion of the 
r Dr., we re produced in the same counterfeit­
ing plant, compare foo tnote. Mahe's Qu es­
tion11e11r of early 1894 first mentioned that 
forgeries of th e small H ermes Heads were 
in circulation, describ ing two types of a 
brown-red 20 L. forgery that had passed 

na See " Fau x timbres de Grece", the Timbr t'- P oste 

1895, page ;3ff. , 6.;ff. (trans lated into German by 
Gla se wa ld 111 1896) and 1899, pages 121 / 122. 
These artic les have been follo\\·ed in our descr iption s. 
In one re spect , however , we can not follow our source. 
V\' he re the Timhr e- P ost e states that all forgerie s, with 
the exception of that of the 1 Dr., w e re printed on 
the sa me meshed paper ( papier n10uchete ) , we con­
sider this to be on ly partly correct according to our 
material. Although the paper of most of the forgerie s 
docs show a distinct vertica l or horiz onta l mesh, there 
are 20 L. forge ries on cntireiy different sorts of paper 
showing no trace of a mesh; for examp le , in one 
forgery in which the paper is spattered with light dot s, 
and also on paper sho\\'ing no pronounced str uctural 
pattern at al l. 
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through the mails unch all enged. In 1895 one 
of the Timbr e-Paste's co rrespond ents ex­
amined a stock of 400,000 used. stamps and 
found fif teen fo rgeries of th e 20 L., and two 
fo rge ries of th e 25 L. stamps. Another ex­
amin ati on of 40,000 st amps was made by 
Moens (o r H anciau) re sulting in th e dis­
covery of seven different 20 L . forgeries, and 
one each of the blue and li lac 25 L. stamps. 
Dr. E. Diena discovered a forgery of th e 
r Dr. at the same time . In I 899 Moens 
found fo ur addi ti onal 20 L. forgeries ( in ad­
dition to the seven already found). 

In March or April 1895 Moens communi­
ca ted with the Greek P ostal Administr ation 
conce rning his observations. They replied, 
exp ressing doubt, that th ese conce rned actu al 
forgeries, but indicated tha t the ordering of 
new plates ( probab ly in a new design) was 
for the purpose of avo iding such "irregulari­
ties." Howeve r, the Postal Administration 
did not carry out the indicated change, but in 
r 898, after th e exhaus tion of the Olympic 
Games issue, again put th e old plates of th e 
small Hermes Heads into use. 
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KOHL'S GREECE-PART v 
Original Forgeries Fl , Fii, 25 L. 
blue , 1 DR. 

Forgeries Fii , Fiii , FIV, FV, FVI , 
FI X, FX, FXI , 25 L. l ilac. 

Original Forgeries Fl , FVll , · 
FVlll, FIX. 

Th e 20 L. forg eries: The 20 L. forgeries 
were used chiefly in the Railway Post Offices 
ATHENS - PATRAS, or vice versa; 
AEGION (near PATRAS) ; R ailway Mail 
ATHENS - CORINTH , as well as in Cor­
inth and surrounding towns ; and in some of 
the smaller provincial post offices, of which 
AETOLIKO N should be specially mentioned 
because forgeries of the blue 25 L. st amps 
a re also known from there. 

All of the forgeries seem to h ave been pro­
duced by lithography, and on stones h aving at 
leas t seve r al subj ects arr anged horizont ally, 
because seve r al strips of three h ave been sub­
mitted to us . Minor var iations in th e repro­
duction of th e forgeries, th erefore, m ay be 
only tr ansfer types from th e same ston e. The 
Tim bre-Foste identifies th e following types 
of forgeries:-

Fl ( ]an. ff., 1891: The upper t ablet con­
t aining th e name of th e country ( including 
th e two ornamental figures) is too short at 
th e left, so that th e space between it and the 
inclined upper lef t palmette is too large, and 
THE CO
is not filled out by the small lea f ornament 
to the right of it. The crescent-shaped sh ad­
ing following the outer right side of th e 
circle surrounding the medallion starts too 
deep, namely, next to th e next to the last 
figure in the Greek bord er design to the right 
of the medallion instead of next to the second 
from th e last fi gure. These figures in th e 
border des ign differ, par ticul a rly th e one at 
th e upper right which h as the key projections 
ex tending in a different direction from th e 
origin als (see illu str ations). Jn th e left valu e 
shield th e 2 is too close to the o, and the lowe r 
right angle of th e foot of th e 2 is round ed 
instead of angul a r. The bottom of the o is 
rounded in stead of hav in g beveled co rn ers. 
In the right valu e shield th e upper a rc of 
th e 2 is too open, and the o is almost elliptic. 
The space between the left fr ame line of the 
valu e shi eld and th e 2 is too large. The 
delineation of the fa n-shaped ornament at the 
bottom of th e design differs from th a t in th e 
original s. (See illu strati on ) . 

F I was submitted to Timbre-F oste in 
orange- red and vermilion shades with th e 
R ailw ay M ail cancellations of ATHENS 
(A®H NAI ), or ATHENS PATRAS 
(A®HNDN - IIATPDN) of J an. and July 
1891, and in ca rmine or r ed shades with the 
R ai lway Mail cancell a tion s of ATHENS -
CORINTH (TAX TPA<I> A®HNDN 
KOPINHOY ) Mar. and Nov. 1891, and in 
dark brown-red with the AETOLIKON 
(AITDAIKON ) cancell ations of June q, 
Aug. 3 and II , 189r. 

Fil ( ]an. r892 ): Between th e left termi­
nals of th e shad ing in th e nape of th e neck, 
and its left outer edge a narrow white con­
tour line appea rs. (see illustration) The 
nostril is dr awn with a st r a ight line in stead 
of a small loop. The arch of th e li p is too 
short . In th e currency designation the A is 
not open enough, and is not properly placed 
in the tablet , the cross bars of th e letters 
E JIT a re weak and the A is not open enough 
at the bo ttom. The upper arcs of the 2's 
a r e too open, and th e Greek border des ign 
on both sides varies almost throughout from 
that in the origi nals (see illustration). 

FII \\·as submitted to th e Timbr e-Fost e in 
a dull r ed shade " ·ith th e R aihvay Mail can­
cellation of PATRAS - ATHENS of J an. 
19, 1892. 
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KOHL'S GREE CE- PART v 
F IJI ( Apr. ff. , 1892) : A narrow white con­
tour line appears in the back of the neck as 
in FII (see illustr ation) . The four shading 
lines over the cente r of the line closing the 
throat a re too short, all being practically of 
th e same length and running horizontally in­
ste ad of di agonally. The group of shading 
lines marking the la rnyx is too long, and its 
si lh ouette a rches out to th e left. The let­
ters in the top and bottom tablets are too 
t all and long, and th e ~ of E :\AA~ is too 
close to th e end of th e t ablet . The bases of 
th e inclined palmettes in th e upper corners 
vary completely from those of th e originals. 
The di st ance between th e leaves of the palm­
ettes and the outer circle of the medallion is 
too g rea t. In both valu e num erals th e upper 
a rc of th e 2's is too open and a rched too 
much , and the white a re as inside the o's are 
too narrow. 

Flll was submitted to the Timb1·e~Paste 
in a dark ca rmine shad e with PATRAS can­
cell ati on of Apr. 1892, and in a milky ca r­
mine on bluish white paper with the Railw ay 
Post Office cancell ation PATRAS - ATH­
Er\ S of July 1892. 

Fl fi ( July 1892 ) : Th e sa me white con­
tour line in the nape of the neck as in FII 
and FIII (see illustration ). The loop m ark­
ing the nostril is too arched. The a rch of th e 
lip is too long and curved too much. The 
diago nal shad ing lines marking the la rnyx 
are too num erou s, makin g thi s group of lines 
too long. The letters of the in sc ription s are 
too t all. The upp er a rcs of the 2's a re too 
ope n. 

FIV w as submitted to the . Ti mbre-P as te 
in dark ca rmine with th e R ailway post office 
cance ll ation of ATHENS-PATRAS of Jul. 
16, 1892. 

F /" ( July r892) : The sa me white contour 
line in the back of the neck as in FII, etc. 
(see illustra ti on ). The E of Ei\ .\A~ is too 
thick , small and broad. In th e currency 
designation th e A and A a re too open and 
wide. The curved projections at th e bases of 
the upper co rner palmettes a re ex tended too 
far into th e space between the upper t ablet 
and the upper a rc of th e oute r circle of th e 
medallion . The uppe r figure of the right 
arabesqu e is too wide. Th e upper arcs of 
the 2's a re too broad , and th e white areas 
" ·ithin th e o's a re too narrow. 
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FV was submitted to the Timbre-Paste in 
a fle sh-pink shade with the AEGION (Al­
rION) cancell ations of ] ul. , Sept. and Dec. 
1892. 

FVI ( Oct. ff ., 1892): Similar to FV. The 
spaces between the shading lines a re too small, 
the cheek and chin shad ing much too weak, 
and th e shading of the laryn x is about l mm. 
too far to the left. The :S of EAAA:S is too 
small, and is tilted . The E of AEIITA is 
too thick and na rrow, and the A is too broad 
and open. The curved projections at the 
bases of th e upper corner palmettes extend 
too far into th e space between the upper tab­
let and th e upper arc of the circle of the 
med allion as in FV. The upper arcs of the 
2's are too open. 

FVI was submitted to the Timbr e-Paste in 
flesh-pink with the AEGION cance ll ation s of 
O ct . 1892 and Jan. 1893. 

F V II (Jan. ff. , 1893) : Width of the st amp 
is 18 mm. in stead of 18.5 mm. The group of 
lines marking the larynx is much too long, 
and run s almost into the lower corner of th e 
bust. Two completely varying lines are found 
above the upper figure of th e right hand a ra­
besqu e. The t ablet containing EAAA~ is 
about y,( mm. too short, and the spaces be­
tween it and the co rn er palmettes a re too 
la rge. The A and A of i\EIITA are too wide 
and open, and the cross bar of the T is too 
short. The upper arcs of the 2's are too 
open. Th e fan-shaped ornament at the bot­
tom vari es completely from th at in the origi­
nal (see illu str ation ) . 

FVII was submitted to th e Timbr e-Paste 
in fl esh-pink with th e AEGION cancell a­
tions of J an. and ] un. r 893, both unperfora t­
ed and perfor ated rr ;Vi . 

FVI!I ( Mar. ff. , r893): Of the two double 
lines marking the brim of th e helmet, th e 
uppe r line does not run parall el to the lower 
one, and almost joins it. The front point of 
th e bust is too pointed, and too far from the 
pea rl ring surrounding th e medallion. The 
E of E.\AA:S is too small and broad , and the 
~ sepa rated too much from the other let­
ters. The letter s of J\ EIITA a re too thick. 
There a re too many spaces between the upper 
a rc of circl e of th e medallion, and the pro­
jecti ons of th e ornaments above it. The 
upper a rcs of th e 2's a re too open. The fan­
shaped ornament at the bottom varies 
strongly from th e original (see illu stration). 
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KOHL 'S GREECE-PART v 
FVIII was submitted to the Timbr e-P as te 
in sca rlet with the AEGION cancellation of 
M a r. l 893, and in fle sh-pink with the PAT­
RAS - ATHENS (or vice versa) R ailway 
post office cancellations of M ay and Nov. 
i893. 

FIX ( Apr. 1893) : The same white con­
tour line at th e back of th e neck as in FII, 
etc. (see illu stration ). The line ma rking the 
nostril runs diagonally. In AEilTA th e cross 
bars of th e letters are weakly formed . The 
fan-shaped ornament at the bottom is arched 
too much, and its cen ter pi ece is too small. 
The initi als of th e designer and th e engrave r 
a re missing. The upper arcs of th e 2's a re 
too open, part icularly that of th e right hand 2. 

FIX was submitted on ly in a ca rmine 
shade, cancelled Apr. 1893. 

FX ( D ec. 1893-94) : This is th e most used 
and widely distributed forgery. There is too 
g reat a di stance between th e front part of 
th e bust and the circle of pea rls. The shad­
ing lines in the back of th e neck a re too close 
together, and show the usual white contour 
line found in the other forgeries (see illus­
tration ). The arabesque design at the right 
varies from th a t of the origin als. In EAAA:::S 
th e :::S is too far to the right, and the cross­
ba r of th e T in AEilTA is too weak, whereas 
the A is too broad and open, and its c ross-bar 
is placed too high . The upper arcs of th e 
2's, particul a rly that of th e right hand 2, a r e 
too open, and the left hand 2 has a hump. 
Both of th e value num erals are too small , 
making th e white areas of th e value shield s 
too large. The fan-shaped ornament at the 
bottom varies considerably from that in the 
origin als. 

FX was submitted to th e Timbr e- Paste 
both unperforated and perforated 11 ,Y:!. In 
unperfor ated condition they were submitted in 
brick- red, sca rlet and flesh shades with th e 
Railway post office cancell ations of ATH­
ENS - PATRAS ( or vice ve rsa) of Apr. to 
O ct. 1894; in flesh , red and orange shades 
with the AEGION cancell ati ons of Jun. to 
D ec. I 894 ; and with the CORINTH 
( KOPIN@O~ ) cancellation of Apr. 1894°6 

Perforated r 1,Y:! they were found in brick­
red, orange-red and sca rlet shades with the 
ATHENS - PATRAS Railway post office 

06 EJitor 's Note. Al so Z aholi ( ZAXOAI-I [ti.EPBE­
NION]) in the Truman coll ect ion and C halkis 
(X AAKI1: ) in the coll ection of M . Tji vog lon. 
THE C
cancell ation s D ec. 1893 to Oct. 1894 ; in brick­
red with th e AEGIRA (AirEIPA) cancel­
lation of Apr. 1894; in brick-red with the 
DIAKOPTON (iHAKOilTON, near COR­
INTH) cancell ation of July I 894; and in 
fl esh with th e MASCLENA cancellation of 
July I 894. To th ese we were able to add 
AKRATA (AKPATA, post office No. 6) also 
nea r CORI NTH , and LAURION (AAY­
PION), post office No. 130, in Attica.67 

Both in st ances conce rn perforated st amps, of 
which th e latter was not used until 1895. 

FXI ( tim e of use unk nown ) : The shading 
lines in th e back of th e neck are too far apart, 
and also show th e n a rrow white contour line 
(see illust r ation) . The line marking th e 
nostri l is too obliqu e. In AEilTA th e A is 
too open at the bottom, and its cross-ba r is 
placed too fa r down. Two white dots each 
have bee n substituted for th e initi als of the 
des igner and the engraver. Th e fan-shaped 
ornament at th e bottom is arched too littl e. 
The upper arcs of th e 2's are too open . 

Th e f orgery of th e 25 L. blue: Th e Tim­
brr- P os te knows of but one forgery of the 
25 L. st amps No. 83. It is in an ultr a­
marine shade. Two copi es were submitted 
bearing th e AETOLIKON cancell ation of 
May 5, and Sept. 30, 1891. In it the shad ing 
lines in th e back of th e neck are too long, 
and the outer line of th e ear is mi ss ing. The 
top figures in th e Greek border design at th e 
right and lef t of th e meda llion have th e key 
projections ex tending in a different direction 
fro m th e originals (see illustration). Be­
sides the upper fig ure of th e right hand ara­
besque is too large. In "\EIITA th e upper 
bars of th e E -and II a re in almost complete 
co nt ac t, the c ross-ba r of the T is too heavy, 
and all of th e letters a r e too broad. The 
upper a rcs of th e 2's a re too open , and th e 
s's have an entirely diffe rent shape from th ose 
of th e originals. The value shield s a re too 
wide, making their white a reas too la rge.68 

•• EJitors Note. Al so Zaholi. co ll ection of l\1. 
Tji vogiou. 
68 A se ::-011d forgery of the 2 _; L. is ii I ustrated in 
Philote/;a, February 1932 , p. 2:;. The head is rather 
crml e l y drawn w ith too large a ch in and the for w ard 
end of the eyebrow curve s downward in to the eye. 
Count Fritz I\1 ontecucco l i of \ ,rienn a states th at this 
co unterfe it, whi ch is in hi s coll ection, is in a <lark 
indigo sha J e anJ bear s an ATHENS cancel lation. 
The cance ll ation in the illu stration, ho\.vever , appear s 
to be that of PATRAS. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT ELIST, VOL. XX IX, NO. TI! 



KOH L'S GREECE-PART v 
The forgery of the 25 L. lilac : Of th e 25 L. 
stamps No. 85 also, the Tim b1·e-Poste found 
but one forgery , a single copy in th e color 
of th e origin als, in a very good reproduction, 
used in AEGION on May 23 , 1894. In it 
th e lines marking the nos tr il and th e w ing of 
the nose a re too stra ight. The narrow w hite 
contou r line is fo und as in mos t of th e 20 L. 
forgeries (see illustr ation ). The bottom line 
closing off th e bust is curved too much. The 
proj ecti ons at the bases of the co rn er pal­
mettes a re too stra ight. The three middle 
let te rs of EAAA::S a re too steep. In both 
valu e numerals th e upper parts of th e 2's 
and th e lower parts of th e s's are too n ar­
row. The fan-sh aped ornament at th e bot­
tom varies only slightly from the originals. 

Th e forgery of th e I D r .: Dr. E. Dien a 
found but a single copy of th e forge ry of the 
I Dr. stamp No. 87. It was in a yellowish 
grey shade, and had been used in ATHENS 
on Feb. 1 , 1893. In it the ear is pl aced t~o 
obliquely, and th e throat is drawn too wide. 
The small ornamental leaf pattern between 
the top panel and both of th e corner palmettes 
va ries. The Greek border designs of the 
right and left a r abesques run differently (see 
illustration). The letters in EAAA::S are too 
erect, and in the currency designation the X 
is too broad and open. Each of the value 
shield s h as fifteen shading lines instead of 
thirteen in the originals. The initials of the 
designer and th e engr aver a re illegible. 

It appears th a t all of th e forgeries got into 
circulation in comparatively small numbers 
only, with the exception of the 20 L. forgery 
FX (p rice for loose copies about IO.-). 
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The 20 L. forge ry is the only one that we 
have seen in pairs and strips of three, per­
forated as well as unperforated. Both of 
the 25 L., and th e I Dr. forgeries command 
speciali st 's premiums). 

U nu sed copies of th e forge ries do not ex­
ist, a t leas t we have seen none. 

Forge ries on entire cove rs with m anuscript 
nota tions of origin, or firm stamps, are par­
ticul a rly desirable because they se rve as evi­
dence through whom, and in what m anner, 
they were circul ated. 

Fournier counterfeits of all values of th e 
Small Hermes H eads, ex ist unperfor ated and 
perforated I 1.Yz, on thick to thin paper which 
is of even poorer quality th an the inferior B 
paper of the originals. The color s are , for 
the most part, dull; the printing r esults medi­
ocre. Separate dies, differing in m any minor 
detail s, were made for each of the forged de­
nomin a tions. Since these counterfeits are not 
dangerous we have omitted a description of 
th e individual diffe rences. 

Th e small H ermes Heads remained in cir­
culation during the currency of th e Olympic 
Games commemorative issue, but were re­
issued in I 898 (see III issue), and were not 
declared obsolete until after the issuing of the 
surcharged stamps of 1900. 

Rega rding the control stamping (mostly in 
red) , in the first half of r897, of the stocks 
of the II issue on hand in the post offices, or 
st amp distributing agencies, by the fiscal 
agents by me ans of a l a rge doubl e-circled 
stamp containing the Greek coat-of- a rms in 
the cente r, with the surrounding inscription 
TAMEION plus town name, refer to the 
following issue, and handbook page 57. 
The First Creek Olympic Cames Commemorative Issue 

1896 (Apr. 6). Commemorative issue for the benefit of the first International 
Olympic Games h eld in Athens durin g April 1896. Antique desi gns by Prof. 
Guilleron, engraving by E. Mouchon, P a ris (engraver's name at the bottom of 
the stamps). Typog raphy of the IMPRIMERIE NATION ALE of Paris. White 
paper; comb-perfor a tion 14 x 13 %. Stamps in large upright form (Nos. 92, 94 , 
97 and 98) perfora ted 13 'h x 14. 

Nos. 8 8, 8 9 Boxers. 
Nos . 90 , 91 Statue of the Discobolus by Myrou . 
Nos. 92, 94 Vase depictin g Pallas Athene (Minerva). 
Nos . 9 3, 9 5 Quadriga driven by the Goddess of Victory. 
No. 9 6 The Stadium of Athens with Acropolis in the background. 
No. 97 Hermes of Praxiteles , excavated in Olympia. 
No . 98 Statue of Nike (Goddess of Victory) by Paeonius. 
No. 99 The Acropolis and the Parthenon. 
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Number of 
Munk Scott unu sed used Stamps issued 

88 117 1 L. yellow brown - .15 --.10 4,000,000 
89 118 2 L. pink --.15 - .10 3,000,000 

FI. w i thout engraver's name 
90 119 5 L. lilac -.20 - .10 3 ,000 ,000 
91 120 10 L. grey - .30 - .15 2,000,000 
92 121 20 L. choco late brown - .40 - .10 4.000,000 
93 122 25 L. red - - .90 -. 25 2,033,670 
94 123 40 L. violet - .90 --.90 153,360 +-? 
95 60 L. (a) g rey-black 2.- 2.- 23 .760 

124 (b) black (Jun . 27 ' 1896) 2.- 1.5 0 ? 
96 125 1 Dr. blue 1.5 0 1 .- 221,250 -
97 126 2 Dr. olive-brown 6.- 6.- 157 ,80 0 -

127 5 Dr. green 16.- 16 .- 107,160 -
128 10 Dr. brown 26 .- 26 .- 52 ,200 -

The fo ll ow ing q u antities of remainders were burned in February 1931: 
No . 88 1 L. 66,250 No. 9 4 40 L. 52 ,380 
No. 89 2 L. 50,850 No. 95 60 L. 13,G20 
No. 90 5 L. 7 ,5 00 No. 9G 1 n r. 450 
No. 91 10 L. 18 ,650 No . 97 2 Dr. 940 
No. 92 20 L. 50 No. 98 5 Dr. 950 
No. 93 25 L. 70 ,300 No. 99 10 Dr. 940 
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HISTORY: Gn 

After th e Ge rm an excava tion s a t Olympia 
had uncovered the ruins of th e old Stadium 
and adjacent structures, togeth er wi th many 
antiqu e works of art, in th e ea rly 188o's, a 
movement was begun in P ari s sugges ting to 
th e Greek Government th e revival of th e 
ancient Olympic Games, w ith international 
participation , to be held eve ry fourth yea r in 
one of th e capit als of Europe or America, th e 
first such games to be held in Athen s during 
April 1896. 

This id ea has g iven phil atelists a long ser­
ies of propaganda and commemora tive issues, 
produced to further th e various Olympi ads 
or the participatio.n of individual countries in 
them, of w hich th e Greek issue of 1896 was 
the first. 

As the Greek Government was not in a 
financial posi tion to promote the first Olympi­
ad , a special committee was fo rmed und er th e 
presidency of the Greek heir-appa rent for 
the purpose of raising th e necessa ry funds. 
This committee rece ived a gif t of 500,000 Fr. 
fro m a Greek named Georgois Averoff for 
putting th e Stadium into condition, etc. For 
th e benefit of th e fund th e Greek Govern­
ment also granted permission fo r a special 
commemorat ive postage stamp iss ue, which , 
according to the original intention , was to be 
used for the duration of th e games, and con­
currently w ith th e regular issue. A special 
committee was formed for secu ring suitable 
designs for th e commemorative issue consis t­
ing of the Postm aste r-gener al Av antinos, th e 
a rti st Guilleron , director Svoronos of th e 
Athens Numismatic Museum, and a high offi­
cial of the Treasury Department. After th e 
committee had accepted the motifs suggested 
by Svoronos, Guilleron was entrusted with 
the production of suitable stamp designs. All 

60 (Compare Am erican l ourual of Pl1ilat ely of 1895, 
pages 548 / 49 , an d the Tim bre- P osle 189;, page 6 3, 
and 1898, pages 173 / 74 ). 
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of th e motifs h ave some connection with the 
ancien t games, or th e sites on which they were 
held . The designs were engraved by E. 
Mouchon, Paris, author of the French Alle­
go rical design, and the pl ates and printing 
\nre produced in th e Imprimeri e N a tionale 
( th e French Governmental Printing Office). 
The st amps were received in Athens on Mar. 
31, 1896, and were appropriately issued on 
th e 6th of April. 

Amounts issued, spec ulative maneuvers, 
currency: Phil atelically the issue was looked 
upon with great misgiv in gs from th e begin­
nin g. In fact cert a in E ngli sh and American 
periodicals even agitated its exclusion from 
catalogues before its appearance. This lack 
of confidence was furth ered, after the appear­
ance of the issue, by the upsurge of th e prices 
for ce rta in values brought about by la rge 
purchases of them, by th e control of ce rtain 
values by specul ators, and , finally, by the 
fac t · th at towa rds the end of the 189o's the 
higher values were sold below face value for 
a while. However, if th e actual accounts of 
the press of th at time a re separated from all 
conjecture and suspicion , and are collected 
into one unbi ased whole, one will be con­
vinced that th e Greek Government itself , in 
contrast to most of th e post office officials, was 
quite free of any connections with these tr ans­
actions. In fact, after a change in one of 
the important posts of th e Post Office D epart­
ment, which must have taken place in th e 
late 189o's, it did everything possible to pre­
vent th e speculative exploitation of the com­
memor ative issue. At the most it may be ac­
cused of h aving produced a philatelically 
superfluous issue , th e r evenue from which 
was to go to the Fund Committee acco rding 
to a predetermined arrangement, and that 
after a month 's currency the remainders were 
probably also to have been sold for the bene­
fit of the Fund.70 

Beca use of the political conditions during 
the late 1 89o's, and the delay in producing a 
new definite issue, th e original intention of 
havin g th e commemorative issue current only 
durin g th e running of the games was upset. 

70 According to the Timbre- I'ost e, 1895 , page 63, one 
of the four members of the above mentioned Com ­
mittee, w ho was well versed philatelically, an d well 
acquainted with col lector interests (possibly it w as 
the above mentioned Postma ster- general), fi g ured that 
the profi t from the commemorative is sue amounted to 
500 1000 gold francs. 
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Their use as a regul ar issue in place of th e 
small H ermes H eads was repeatedly pro­
longed, and fi nally th e remainders of th e 
higher values, th at were still on hand in 1900, 
we re used fo r producing th e las t surch arged 
gold currency issue instead of being placed 
on the market. 

Alth ough th e exact number to be issued of 
each value h ad been fixed by th e Greek Gov­
ernment, a comparison of th ese figures wi th 
th e number actually received on Mar. 31, 
( the Timbre-Paste 1896, page 54, gives both 
figures) r eveals that somewhat more than th e 
quantities ordered of th e valu es over 20 L. 
we re delivered ( th e compar a tive figures are 
g iven in the li sting), w hereas th e deliveries of 
the values from I to 20 L . were less, in some 
inst ances consid er ably less th an th e amounts 
ord ered. In all probability th e balance of 
these lower values was delivered later. How­
eve r , as th e specula tion, which h ad se t in 
before the ac tu al iss uin g of th e st amp s, im­
mediately bought up completely the compar a­
tively small issue of the 60 L. stamps (23,-
700 of No. 95a), and shortly th ereafter 
bought up the complete issue of th e 40 L. 
stamps ( 153,36o of No. 94), the Greek Gov­
ernment ordered a considerably larger print­
ing of each of these values, which was put 
into circulation on Jun . 27, 1896. The exact 
amounts delivered of this second printing of 
N as. 94 and 95 is not known (es tim ates vary 
between 50,000 and 200,000 for each value). 
In any event th e second printing of the 40 L. 
stamps must have been quite a l a rge one, 
because the r emainders of this value were so 
la rge th at they were used toge ther with th e 
remainders of the three highest valu es for 
the production of th e surch a rge issue of 1900 
and there were still 52,380 left to be de­
stroyed in 1931. 

Long before the appearance of the issue 
speculators sought to obtain control of it , 
particul arly because its currency h ad origi­
nally been set for th e duration of th e Olympi­
ad. As early as July I 895 an Athens specu­
lator offered Scott & Co. of New York the 
procurement of large qu antities of the stamps 
for less than face value, and even suggested 
that he buy up for them the entire issue of 
the I L. stamps for 20 - 25 ,000 francs. (The 
speculator evidently hoped to get such a large 
sum together in this m anner that with the 
offer of immediate large payments his in-
THE COL
tend ed propos ition to the Greek Gove rnm ent 
might h ave some chance of success. Actu­
all y th e profit in the suggested I L. purchase 
wou ld have been a conside rable one as the 
face value of the issue of this valu e amoun ted 
to 4 0 ,000 Dr.) 

According to the Timbre-Past e, a foreign 
specul ator is supposed to have offered to buy 
the enti re commemorative issue at a discoun t 
of 10 % from face valu e. All such offers 
we re decli ned by the Greek Government. 

Af ter the stamps were issued on Apr. 6, 
1896 th e spec ul ators at Ii rst set upon the val­
ues issued in the small es t amou nts, the 60 
and +o L. st amps , so that, for example, th<; 
60 L. stamps hardly re ached the post office 
counters at all du ring April and May, and at 
first eve n the international dealers we re un­
able to obtain them at face valu e. When 
the Government cou ntered thi s maneuver by 
a large reorder of both values, th e specu­
lators, who appa rently lacked funds to buy 
up th e higher values, end eavo red to co rner 
ce rta in of th e low values, for in st ance th e 
2 L. valu e, of which th e first de live ry con­
sisted of only abou t 735 ,000 st amps. Then , 
as th e currency of th e issue was repeated ly 
prolonged, and , in April 1897, the decision 
was made to use up all ex isting stocks in th e 
cou rse of regular postal business, th e specu­
lators g rad u ally retired . 

H owever, cer t a in other conditions now set 
in that agai n discredited th e stamps. With 
th e occupation of Thessaly by th e Turks in 
April I 897 conside r able remai nd ers of th e 
commemorative issue fell into their hands 
from th e st amp depots of LARISSA, and 
oth ers. In order to protect itself against 
loss in postal revenu es, the Greek Govern­
ment ordered all stamp remaind ers on hand 
in the st amp depots and post offices to be 
ove rprinted wi th cont rol stamps as a pre­
cau tionary measure. This is discussed later 
in detail. Because of this protective measure 
th e possessors of the confi scated stocks we re 
forced to sell them directly to dealers ( proba­
bly through Turkish dealers). At leas t L. 
Senf states ( Die Post 19II , page 75) that 
several thousand sets of the stamps, includ­
ing the higher values, had been sold to th e 
trad e at the same time as th e Turkish occu­
pation stamps for Thessaly. This also un­
doubtedly accounts for the fact that , accord­
in g to N icolaides, the higher values were 
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procurable in Paris for much less th an th eir 
face va lu e in th e la te r89o 's (for example, 
the 2 Dr. st amp for Fr. I .25). This sale 
also, particularly of the high values, was no 
fau lt of th e Greek Government, but ra th er 
that of th e Turkish Government, w ho n at­
urally had no interest in see ing to it that the 
stamps were not sold below face value. Even 
the official used remainders of th e commem­
orati ve issue (from packet cards, etc.) did 
not rem ain free of the mi shandling which 
followed this issue from the beginning. Ac­
cord in g to th e E t oile B eige, a large quantity 
of such stamps, having a face value of not 
less th an 300,000 Dr. , was stolen fro_m the 
Post Office Department in Ath ens, and was 
placed in th e market illegally. 

At first the iss ue was to have become obso­
lete by the end of April. Its use was then 
ex tend ed to th e end of September, and again 
exte nded to th e end of March 1897. It ap­
pears that the printing of th e small H ermes 
Heads was suspend ed until further notice in 
the latter h alf of 1896, so that th e com­
memorative stamps became th e r egula r 
stamps. In March of 1897 th eir use was 
again prolonged , and a month la te r, through 
the Roya l Decree of Apr. 19, 1897, th ey were 
ord ered to be used up completely, after which 
anoth er printing of the small H ermes Heads 
was to be made. 

The small H erm es H eads w ere ac tu ally 
reissued af ter l\!I a rch r898 , because by th at 
time th e supply of th e lower values of the 
co mmemorative issue had been practically ex­
hausted. H oweve r, even in April 1898 th e 
comme morative iss ue h ad not been w ith­
dr awn, moreover its higher values continued 
to be used as supplementary values to the 
1 to 25 L. stamps of the small H er mes heads 
from April 1898 to th e end of 1900, or so me­
what la ter, w hen th e commemorative issue, 
together wi th th e la rge and small H ermes, 
,,·ere declared obsolete in con nection with th e 
prepa rati on fo r th e surcha rged issues. Most 
of th e remaind ers of th e fou r highest values, 
and some of th e +o L . st amps, we re used up 
fo r th e las t surcharged iss ue of ea rly 190 1. 

Shrrt-lay out: Cor responding to th e sheet­
layo ut of th e contempora ry French st amps, 
th e small stamps were produced in co unter 
shee ts (half shee ts) of 150 st amps arranged 
in six ( 2 x 3) panes of twenty-five ( S x 5) 
stamps each, sepa rated by vertical and hori-
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zontal gutter s. The horizontal gutters, hav­
ing the same height as the stamps, were 
printed with heavy, colo red , horizontal bars 
exactly as in th e French st amps, but the nar­
row vertical gutte rs carried no Millesimes. 
The sheet arrangement of the larger stamps 
was not like th at of the la ter large French 
stamps of th e l\il e rson design, etc. The 
sheet s of th e large horizontal des igns were 
made up of ~ i x narrow panes (2 x 1) of ten 
st amps (2 x 5), sepa r ated by gutters, w hereas 
she ets of the la rge ver tical designs, of w hich 
we have seen no la rge multiples, we re made 
up of six sepa rated panes of 5 x 2. This 
ex pl a in s th e narrow and tall or long blocks 
of th ese la rge r st amps. 

P erforntion , perforation varieties: The 
sa me comb-perfo ration 14 x r3 0 that was 
used for th e French stamps was used for 
both the small and la rge stamps of this issue. 
For this reason th e stamps of the la rge 
vertical designs are perforated 13 0 x 14. 
The horizontal pairs of the IO Dr. st amps 
unperfora ted between, r eported in th e Senf 
Catalogue and K ohl 's 10th Edition, can only 
be expla ined by one of th e short vertical rows 
of pins of th e perforating comb being miss­
ing. (Seve ral ve rtical rovvs of pins mu st have 
been r emoved from th e comb in order to 
perforate th e larger stamps, and one row too 
many may have been removed accidentally.) 
On th e other hand , the occurrence of hori­
zont al pairs of th e 2 Dr. value unperforated 
between, as reported by N icola ides and Pem­
berton , is technically in exp licable becau se, as 
the 2 Dr. stamps have a vertical form, the 
omission of th e vertical perforations could 
only be expla ined by the lack of part of the 
long hori zo ntal bar of the perfora ting comb. 
Moreover, this part could not have been 
missin g, with r efe rence to the pairs in ques­
tion , beca use it made a normal perforation on 
the right and left hand margins of the pairs. 
The Willi am H. Russell collection contains 
an im pe r fo ra te pair of th e 5 Dr. 

Each of th e lep ta values occurs in at least 
a brighter and a duller shade . The graye r 
60 L. stamps No. 95b are presumed to be 
from the second printing of late June 1896. 
The Variety FI of th e 2 L. stamps is sup­
posed to occur once in each sheet. We have 
not been able to determine its sheet position. 

(Continued on P age 193.) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Cataio_qo Especial de Espana 1850- 1950 

(24th Edition). Publi shed and Edited by 
Manuel G alvez of Madrid, Spain. +82 pp. 
Price 25 Pesetas. 

In honor of the Centenary of Spain's first 
stamps, th e old es t ab lished House of Gal­
vez, has compiled and published a most com­
prehensive catalog of th e stamps of Spain. 
Only th e mother country's stamps a re listed , 
th a t of he r Colonies and Territories a re not 
included in this volume. 

25 copies were printed upon special paper, 
most lavishly bound in dark green leath er 
w ith gold letters of which N umber 1 r h as 
been presented to THE COLLECTORS 
C LUB , autographed by Mr. Galvez. This 
generous gesture bespeaks of th e oft-expressed 
intern a tion al goodwill ex istent among stamp 
co llectors. Mr. Galvez was a visitor to our 
Club last year. Your Editor had th e plea­
sure of seve ral mee tings with him and learned 
that the House of Galvez is th e oldest stamp 
fi rm in the world under continuous manage­
ment. The fi rm was es t ablished in 1868. 
Mr. Galvez pointed ou t th e Scott and Gib­
bons, old -est abli shed stamp houses still in 
ex istence, have changed ownershi p several 
times, whereas the 1950 Galvez of Madrid is 
still und e r th e same fa mily's proprietorship. 

As for th e li stings in thi s book, they are 
obviously far more detailed and com prehen­
sive th an any other ca talog on Spanish stamps. 
Its language is Spanish and the prices a re in 
Spanish currency, which is not easily convert­
ed into U. S. currency equiv alents under the 
present chaot ic st ate of fo reign exchange. 
Consequen tly, its usefulness is co nfin ed to only 
those in this country w ho spec ia lize in Spain 's 
stamps. We also note the list in g and pricing 
of many st amps ignored or not recognized by 
ou r country's Sco tt. This can be understood 
because the caref ul , conse rv a tive list ing policy 
of Scott is not followed by most other cata­
logs published on th e European Contin ent. 

Of great valu e to almost all collectors are 
th e easily und erstood t ext notes as to dates of 
issue, qu antities of st amp s printed , perforation 
and paper varieties. All of this is not ava il 
able in the English language cat alogs which 
we know. H. JI;[. G 
THE COL
French Philatelic Facts , Vol . r, Nos. I -2, 3. 
June 19+9, October 19.J.9· Montclair, N . J. 
Bra in e rd Kremer, author and publisher. Nos. 
1-2 combined; 36 pp.; No. 3, 26 pp. 

ln th e mid - 192o's Wm. Meinertzhagen 
wrote in our language the K ohl H andbook 
P ar t 1 of France, published in thi s journal, 
combining into one coherent treatment all 
information from all sources on F rance 1849-
76. This was translated into German (with 
add itions) and publish ed as part of th e Kohl 
Handbook "o rigi nal." But no si mil ar treat· 
ment in ou r language has been given to th t' 
late r issues . 

Brainerd Kremer, mindful of th e vast ex­
tent of new information put on record since 
i\!Ieinertzhagen wrote, and of the need for 
more co nveni ent and more co mprehensive 
treatment, begins wi th these two numbers th e 
se ri a l publication of a handbook bringing to­
geth ~r all information, fully coo rdin a ted , on 
F ranee. Nos. 1-2 combin ed deal with th e 
1 8+9 iss ue; No. 3 wi th the cancell ations on 
that issue and the 1852 Presidency issue. 
Three instalments or sections are planned for 
each year until France is fully cove red. 

This "compil ati on" as it is styled, is ac­
tually much more. Mr. Kremer, qualified by 
t\nnty years of speciali st coll ecting and study 
of France, has coord in ated the information 
from the various source works and a rticles, 
maki ng it into one coherent treatment. Ac­
tual use of th e book by me has shown that 
the information is all present , a rr anged so 
tha t it can be found readily. Candor as to 
conflicting st ateme nts and lack of kn owledge 
on record, makes th e work most satisfactory 
to use . 

The printing, clone by K aepplei n of Everett, 
lVIass. is unusually good. Save for certain 
cuts insufficie ntly etched to bring out all de­
tails , no mechanical Aaws are present. The 
user may be puzzled at times by use of French 
phi late lic terms, Anglicized as to termination 
but not tr anslated. 

The first section opens up a chapter of 
F rench philately hitherto inaccessible to most 
students. 

The able a id of Dr. Carroll Chase has con­
tributed much to the value of this new hand-
book. S. G. R. 
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The Case of the 

HAWAIIAN NUMERALS 
Historical records cited 

in support of revised 

print ing sequence 

By J. F. WESTERBERG 
In a previous article ( 1 ) we saw that the 
chronological sequence in which th e Hawaiian 
Numerals we r e printed can be traced by 
utilizing the typographic ev id ence of th e 
stamps themselves. Since these findings pre­
sent a somewhat different picture than the 
literature has indicated , it may be well to 
examine the testimony of written historical 
records for additional verification. 

The Stamps of Group 

So far the evidence has shown that the 
stamps of Group r are fou nd in three set­
ti ngs arranged in the following orde r: 

F irst Setting 

No. 11 , 2 cent light blue 

Second Setting 

No. 10, r cent light blue 

Thi rd Setting 

'.'! o. 11, 2 cent light blue 

Ce rtain letters sent by Postmaster General 
Joseph Jackson to var ious postmasters during 
the month preceding th e inauguration of Inter 
I sland Post age on August 1, 1859, seem to 
suppo rt this arrangement. One letter ad­
dressed to Rev. E. Bond, postmaster at 
Koh ala and dated July 5, 1 859, reads in part 
as follows: 

"The postage law w ill not be enforced be­
fore August 1st, a t the time all the other 

I. THE COLLF.CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, January, 
1949, by the author. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XXIX, N
new laws go into effect. I send you a sm all 
supply of sta mps, 20 sheets of 25 each to 
commence with , and yo u will please see that 
no letter is mailed without it bears one of 
them ... The 'one cent ' paper stamps are 
not ye t re ady for distribution , and will not 
be mu ch used."(2) 

The 2 ce nt stamps sent by Jackson " to 
commence with" cou ld well be th ose of the 
fi rst setti ng. The second setting is accou nted 
fo r by the 1 cent stamps th at were "not yet 
ready fo r distribution." J ohn N. Luff came 
to the same conclusion in 1901.(3) 

By the end of the month J ackson had evi­
den tly received a more ample supply of 
stamps. Hi s lette r to B . Pitman, post­
master at Hilo, w ritten July 29, 1859, starts 
ou t thus: 

"Your favors of the 20th and 22d insts. 
were duly rece ived with the stamp case, 
which I retu rn with 50 shee ts of 2 cent 
stamps of 25 to each sheet; also 10 sheets 
of 1 cent stamps do. " ( 4) 

The 2 cent stamps mentioned in thi s letter 
cou ld have been those of the third setting 
si nce they were probably printed af ter the 
1 cent stamps mentioned in the first letter. 

z. "Notes on the Ge neral Post Office of the 
Hawaii an [ slam.l s," Filat elic Facts aud Fallacies, July 
1899, p. 93. 

3. John N. Luff, "The Plain Border umerals of 
H a\.n1 ii ," Am erican Journa l of Philat ely, August, 
190 I 1 p. 193. 

4. Fil. F. and F., Aug. 1899, p. 101. 
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HAWAIIAN NUMERALS 
It has been pointed out that certain minor 
varieties of the r cent stamp indicate two 
press runs. ( 5 ) The reason now seems clear. 
The printer after completing the original or­
der may have unlocked the form and wrapped 
the block of loose type with string in the tra­
ditional manner and stored it for future use. 
When the order for more stamps came in , the 
printer finding the type already set up for 
1 cent stamps, naturally would choose to print 
that value first. The stamps of this second 
run would be practically the same as those 
of the first run except for minor shifting of 
the type. The ten borders could then have 
been partially reset to print 2 cent stamps 
again. We have seen that some of the large 
center numerals that are recognizable by de­
fects, were not returned to the same borders 
they had occupied in the first setting. ( 6 ) 

On August 14, 1859, · Joseph Jackson died 
of tuberculosis. He was succeeded by Alvah 
K. Clark. Years later Henry J. Crocker 
reported a talk that he had had with Clark 
about the Numerals: 

"Mr. Clark says that he only placed one 
order for stamps with Mr. Whitney,( 7 ) and 
that was shortly after he went into office, and 
Mr. Whitney practically duplicated the order 
he had filled for Postmaster Jackson." (8) 

... "Mr. Clark made a requisition on Mr. 
Carter, Mr. H. l\ll. Whitney's manager, for 
these stamps. As their business relations 
were somewhat strained, ( 9 ) he does not 
remember the printing of them, but supposed, 
until I showed him the different plates, that 
they were part of the original order placed 
hy Joseph Jackson, as to his mind they were 
the same in every respect." ( 10) 

The Clark requisition explains why there 
are two minor varieties of nearly every type 

5. COLLECTOR S CL u i: P111 l.!\TELIST, Jan. , 1949, 
p. 3 5. 

6. I bid, p. 3-1· 

7. The fir st Numerals \Vere printed in the shop of 
the T'ac ;jic Co111111crcial Advertiser, a weekly ne w s· 
paper publi shed by H. i\l. Whitney, Jack son 's pre­
Jecessor in the post office . 

8 . H enry J. Crocker, "Hawaiian Numerals," (San 
Francisco, 1909 ) . p. 25. 

9. Carter had hoped to succeed Jackson as Post­
master General. 

1 o. Crocker, p. 26. 
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of the 2 cents light blue in the third setting. 
The form could have been unlocked and the 
type put away after Jackson 's second order 
had been filled. When more stamps were 
ordered by Clark the type could h ave been 
brought out, the string which held the type 
together removed , and the form locked up for 
another run of 2 cents stamps. 

One might now expect to find that the 2 

cents stamps were followed by another set­
ting of 1 cent stamps. No evidence of such 
a setting has been found. Consequently it is 
quite possible that Clark's order was for 2 

cent stamps only. 

Jn reality Clark would have had very little 
reason to order any more 1 cent stamps. 
Jackson's prediction that this denomination 
vvould " not be much used " was well founded 
because the newspaper rate did not apply to 
" newspapers mailed from the offices of publi­
cation to subscribers." ( 11 ) The r cent stamps 
already distributed by Jackson should have 
been sufficient for all postal needs since we 
know that 1 cent stamps were not used to 
any great extent in Hawaii until many years 
later. 

The Stam ps of Group 2 

Third Setting (cont'd.) 

Next in order came the first Numerals 
printed in black. The change in color was 
reported in one of the early philatelic maga­
zmes Ill these words: 

" ... The next issue (a few months af ter­
wards) was from the same design; but the 
printing was in black , instead of blue."( 12 ) 

Crocker obtained the following information 
from Clark: 

" When Mr. Clark came to make his second 
requisition for stamps he did not go to Whit­
ney, but went over to the Government Print­
ing Office to place it. The manager, whose 
name was A. Fornander, took the commis­
sion, but went to Whitney, purchased the 
plate which had been formerly used, and 
printed the stamps on the paper the Govern-

I I. Ci:vil cf)(/e of th e flwu.:aiian I slands} (Honolulu , 
1859), p. 88. 

rz. "The Sandwich I sland s P ast and Present," 
The Stam/; Collector's .1ld'l.:e rtiscr, 1Vlarch, 1864, p. 7. 
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HAWAIIA N NUME RALS 
men t had in stock, w hich was somewhat dif­
fere nt from th at w hich Whitney had 
used."( 13 ) 

The st amp in question 1s No. 16, 2 cents 
bl ack, grayish. At least five press runs are 
indicated by th e typography, the fi rst possibly 
as early as J anua ry 1860. Dr. L. Shelton of 
San F rancisco has a copy of No. 16, type II , 
on a folded letter dated July 5, 1860. This 
stamp is from th e second press run at leas t . 
Crocker menti oned a pair on cover, cancell ed 
April 27.( 14 ) H e was led to believe th at 
the letter was mailed in 1859 but the year 
was more likely 1860 because inter island 
mai l was still free in th e spring of I 859. A 
copy of No. 16, type VIII , cancelled Jan. 24 
and shown in Cracker 's Plate VI, pas. 8, is 
defini tely from an ea rly press run and may 
have been mailed 111 I 860 as st ated by 
Crocker.( 15 ) 

Inter I sland Postage had been passed by 
the legisl ature in l 859 aga inst bitter opposi­
t ion. (16) Whitney and others thought that 
the 1860 legislature might r epeal the law but 
C lark's repo rt to the minist er of th e interior, 
da ted April IO, 1860, assured its continuance. 
" It appears," wrote C lark, " th at the charge 
of two cents per half ounce on letters h as not 
had th e effect to check co rrespondence be­
tween th e island s, and it w ill be noticed th at 
the receip ts from inter island postage covers 
two-thirds of th e expense of m ail car­
riage." ( 17 ) The revenue from the sale of 
inter island stamps for the first seven months 
of operation was $665.75.( 18 ) The di sposal 
of more th an 1300 sheets of st amps indicates 
that C lark may h ave h ad to put in his second 
ord er for stamps w ithout waiting to see what 
th e legislature would do. 

Early in 1861, according to Clark, No. 27 , 
2 cents pale rose, lithographed, with portr ait 

r 3. Crocke r, p. 26. 

q. Ibid, p. 4 3. 

r ; . I bid , p. 49. 

r6. '1 J->relu<l e to the Hawaiian Numerals," Pacific 
H istorical R e-view, Se ptember, 1947, pp. 318-321, 
by the aut hor. 

17. R eport ... to tl1 e l/awaiiau L egislature, (Hono­
lulu, 1860) , p. 15. 

18. Ibid , p. 16. 
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of K am. IV, was printed to r eplace the 2 
cents Nu meral. ( 19) It is quite possible that 
a number of th ese st amps as well as some 
N um erals were destroyed th at summer. 
C lark gave th e following account in his 1862 
report: 

"On th e 5th of July, 1861 , the Honolulu 
Post Office was entered by night with keys 
taken from my residence, and over two hun­
dred dollars of th e receipts of the office, and 
three hundred and fifty dollars of personal 
funds stolen. No clue to either robbers or 
mon ey has ye t been discove red. " ( 20) 

Crackers version reads as follows: 
" ... in the latter part of 1862 [186r] a 

thief entered his [Clark's] room after he had 
retired and stole his trouse rs , in the pocket of 
which were the keys to th e post office and 
safe. The post office was looted , th e safe 
opened, and th e money belonging to th e post 
office, the 'Nellie M errill ' and Mr. C lark, 
was stolen. The thief took every book, docu­
ment and all the stamps th at were on hand 
at th e time and threw th em in an ad j acent 
sewe r or hale liilii. Some of the books were 
recovered and made presentable, but the 
stamps we re in such a condition that they 
could not be used , so th e entire stock was 
lost.( 21 ) 

Clark , in a letter written in November or 
December 1861 , reve als that th e portrait 
stamps were " in use" at th at time. ( 22) So 
even if some of these stamps were stolen , 
Clark was evidently abl e to get along for 
awhil e by borrowing fr om other post offices. 

Whil e awaiting a further supply of litho­
graphed st amps, Clark may have issued more 
2 cents Numerals. These would be the 
stamps of the las t press run represented once 
more by No. 16 and also by Nos. 12 and 14 
on different papers. The reason these stamps 
we re printed on more than one kind of paper 
was expla ined by Wm. G. Irwin, who was 
a clerk in the post office at the time. He 

19. Fil. F. and F., September, 1899, p. 11 0. 

20. R epo rts t o the H awaiia n L egislature, ( Hono­
lulu , 1862), p. q . 

2 1 . Crocker, p. 63. 

22. Fil. F. & F ., September, 1899, p. 110. 
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HAWAIIAN NUMERALS 
told Crocker that "the printer would send out 
and take any quality or color of paper and 
use it indiscriminately." (23) 

Mr. Warren Colson once showed me a 
cover addressed to Rev. S. E. Bishop, bear­
ing a copy of No. 14, type X , and annotated 
Dec. I 862. This confirms to some extent 
the typographic evidence that No. 14 was 
one of the last stamps to be printed m 
Group 2. 

From a classification standpoint it may be 
worth noting that the I 862 Numerals were 
not printed by the Government. On Novem­
ber 2, 1861 , Abraham Fornander leased the 
Government Press for eight hundred dollars 
a year. He also contracted to do all the gov­
ernment printing, including that "of the Post 
Office" for thirty-eight hundred dollars a 
year.(24) 

The Stamps of Croup 3 

Fourth Setting 

No. 15, l cent black, grayish 

In predicting that the l cent Numerals 
would "not be much used ," Jackson did not 
foresee the world-wide interest the inter 
island stamps would arouse. By the time 
No. 15 was printed the Numerals were evi­
dently in demand by collectors. There was 
still very little postal need for a l cent stamp 
but unused copies of No. 15 were soon being 
quoted at ninepence in England . (25) 

The following announcement appeared in 
the Brussels magazine, Le Timb1·e Paste, and 
is dated June 15, 1863: 

"Hawaii-We have received from a corre­
spondent in London, a l cent stamp, black, 
inter island, that resembles in all particulars 
the l cent, blue."(26) 

The European date line indicates that No. 
15 was probably printed early in 1863. 

Fifth Setting 

In this setting the type was again partially 

23. Crocker, p. 1;. 

24. "Report of the Mini!'ter of the Interior," The 
Polynesian, May 24, I 862. 

2). Stamp Coll. Adv., July, 1864, p. 54. 

26. Le Timbre Poste, 1863, p. 6. 
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reset to print 2 cents stamps. The typo­
graphic evidence ( 27 ) has indicated that No. 
18, 2 cents black, blue gray, was the next 
stamp to be printed , followed by No. 17, 2 
cents dark blue and No. 20, 2 cents black. 

Few records are available concerning No. 
18 because this stamp was not recognized as 
a separate variety in the early literature. An 
article said by Atlee (28) to have been writ­
ten by Dr. Magnus, (29) describes minute 
differences in the typography of the Numerals 
but no attempt seems to have been made to 
segregate the various shades of "papier 

" azure. 

Another article, possibly written by J. B. 
Moens, editor of Le Timbre Paste, lists the 
2 cents dark blue (No. 17) as having been 
issued in January 1863.( 30) This seems too 
early because Clark should have had an ample 
stock at that time without having to resort to 
more Numerals. The second lot of litho­
graphed stamps in the carmine rose shade 
were reported in Le Timbre Paste the fol­
lowing July (p. 10) , which indicates that 
these stamps had replaced the 2 cent Numer­
als early in the year. In the article the 
2 cents light blue (No. ll) is grouped with 
the 2 cents dark blue and this may have been 
the writer's justification for the early date. 

It seems more likely that Nos. 17 and 18 
were issued by David Kalakaua who suc­
ceeded Clark as postmaster general on June 
30, 1863. Four months after coming into 
office Kalakaua ordered 250,000 copies of No. 
31 , 2 cents vermillion, engraved. These were 
not received until the following June and in 
the meantime more Numerals may have been 
ordered to satisfy collectors and to supple­
ment the dwindling supply of lithographed 
stamps. 

A 2 cent dark blue stamp (evidently No. 
17) was recorded in England as early as 

27. COLLE C TOR S CL U R PHILATELI ST , January, 
1949, p. 35. 

28. \V. D. Atlee, " A Critical Analysis of the 
Stamps and Forgerie s of the Hawaiian Island s," The 
P'1ila1elic }011r11al1 1\tlay , 1872 1 p. 88. 

29. "Observations on some Hawaiian Stamps" (in 
French ), Le Ti111h e Poste , Dec. , 1864, Feb. 1865 
anJ Aug., r 867. 

30. "A Few Details on the Mail and Stamps of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom" (in French), Le Timbre 
Po.•te, Sept. , 186 s. p. 70. 
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H AWAIIAN NUME RA LS 
March 15, 186+.* The typogr aphy h as indi­
cated th at No. 18 was printed ahead of No. 
17, so it seems quite likely th a t both st amps 
we re in existence in the latter part of l 863. 

The supply, howeve r , was soon exhaus ted. 
I n a few month s even I rwin could obtain 
ve ry few copies of any 2 cent Numerals. In 
his let ter to Moens, da ted J une 24, 186+, 
r rwi n made th is admiss ion: 

"The 2 cents, bl ack ( nume ral ), of w hich 
you w ill find several st amps enclosed he re­
wi th , are th e only ones I h ave been abl e to 
ge t , and th at was difficult enough. Fo r th e 
iss uing of a new type makes th e one th at 
it replaces disappea r at once." (31) 

Th e di fficulty in supplying enough N umer­
als to sa ti sfy all req uests may h ave led to th e 
printing of No . 20 even though there was no 
postal need fo r anoth er 2 cents st amp. Cop ies 
of No . 20 a rrived in E u rope in t ime to be 
repo rted in Nove mbe r 1864, (32 ) only a 
month af te r L e Timbre P os te published 
In,·in's letter to Moens in w hich he an­
nounced th e a rrival of th e eng raved st amps. 

Sixth Se tting 

No. 19, l cent bl ack 

T hi s st amp was reported at th e same tim e as 
No . 20 and was no doubt printed immed iately 
afte r th e 2 cents st amp. 

Seventh Se tting 

No. 2-J-, 2 cents bl ack, la id pape r 

E ighth Setting 

No. 23 , l cent bl ack, l a id paper 

T here is no hi storical evidence to indica te 
which of th ese two st amps we re printed first . 
They we re evid ently printed befo re F ebru­
a ry 24, I 865 because on th a t day I rwin sent 
M oens I 40 copi es of a " new " st amp, No. 21 , 
5 cents blue, blue,( 33 ) th at could h ave been 
printed only aft er th e l aid paper st amps we re 

3 1. Le 'Timbre Posle, Octobe r, 1864, p. So. 

32. Le Ti111bro/J/1il e, November, I 864 , p. 2. 

S1a,.1f' Coll. Adv ., N ovember, 1864 , p . 11 9. 
Stamp Co ll . Al ag., Novembe r, 1864, p. 169. 

* Th e Stamp Collec t or's Advert iser , March, I 864, 
p. 7. 

33. Gibbo ns 31 onthly Journ al, J anu ary, 190 1, p. 
15 9. 
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in ex istence . (34 ) I rwin also sent a number 
of l and 2 cents N umer als but he did not 
mention if th ey we re on laid paper or not. 
H e m ay h ave fa iled to pe rce ive th at th ey too 
we re " new" var ieties fr om a phil atelic st and­
point. 

Nos . 23 and 24 we re repo rted in th e July 
I5, 1865 issue of the P ar is J ournal L e T im­
brophile (p. 77). L e T imb1·e P oste repor ted 
the same st amps a month late r. ( p. 58) 

By thi s time condi t ions unde r w hich the 
Numerals we re be ing printed h ad again 
changed. Th e P olyn esian was iss ued for th e 
las t ti me on February 6, 1864. Fo rn ander 
gave up his lease of th e gove rnment press 
and shortly th e reaf te r was named C ircuit 
Jud ge of M aui. (35) The printing office did 
not close, howeve r , and th e 1864 legislature 
appropria ted fif teen thousand dolla r s fo r gov­
ernment print ing and th e es t ablishment of 
anoth er newspaper. (36) The fir st issue of 
this w eekly newspaper, H awaiian Gaze t te, 
appea red on J anu ary 21, 1865. N o editor was 
named but th e pape r was published by th e 
printer , J. H. Black, who later on " remem­
bered strikin g off sheets of 'numeral ' st amps 
as late as 1865."(37) 

The Stamps of Croup 4 

The typog raphic evid ence(38) h as indicated 
th a t th e st amps of thi s g roup we re printed in 
th e foll owing ord er: 

N inth Se tting 

I o . 21, 5 cents blue, blu e 

T enth Setting 

No. 26, 2 cents dark blue 

Eleventh Setting 

No. 25, l cent dark blue 

T welfth Setting 

No. 22, S cents blue, blue 

J-J.. CoLLF. CTOR S CL u n P HILATELI ST, J a nu a r y, 

19-l 9. p. 35-

3 5. P acific Co mmercia l Advertiser, l\1 ay, 14, 1864. 

36. llawaiia n Ga ze tt e, January 2 1 , 1865 . 

37. W. M. Giffard, "Notes on the Earl y I ssues 
of H awaii," Gib b. ,VJ o. l o., October, 189s, p. 60. 

3 8. C OL LECTORS C1. ua P HILATELIST, Janu ary, 
1949, p. 36. 
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HAWAIIAN NUMERALS 
Irwin's reference to a " provisional 5 cents 
(numeral)" in his letter of February 21 , 
1865, (39) is the earliest reference to any 
stamp in this group. It indicates that 
No. 21 was probably printed in January or 
February 1865. 

On March 18, 1865 Arthur P. Brickwood 
succeeded David Kalak au a as Postmaster 
General. (4-0) In setting a date for the print­
ing of the text Numerals we thus have to 
consider two alternatives . Either the stamps 
were printed before March 18 by order of 
Kalakaua or else they were printed soon 
after that date under Brickwood. 

The ea rli est reference to Nos. 25 and 26 
is probably the announcement in Le Timbro­
phile of July 15, 1865 to which we have 
already referred in connection with Nos. 23 
and 24. 

The arrival of Nos. 25 and 26 in Paris in 
June or early July, little more than three 

39. Gibb. ilt o. Jo., Januar y, 1901, p. 159. 

40. H a7c. Caz. , i\larch 1 8, 1865. 
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months after Brickwood took over, apparently 
allows too little time for him to have had 
anything to do with these stamps. The 
simultaneous announcement of the two laid 
paper stamps, the 5 cent stamp and the two 
dark blue stamps in L e Timbrophile indicates 
that all of them probably arrived in Europe 
within a month of each other. It would 
seem therefore that Nos. 25 and 26 must 
have been printed l ate in February or early 
in M arch 1865 while Kalakaua was still in 
office. 

No. 22, 5 cents blue, blue (inter island) 
was the last Numeral to be printed. In 1895 
John N. Luff revi ewed the evidence bearing 
on this stamp and concluded that it was is­
sued in 1866. ( 41 ) In view of Giffard's state­
ment that Black "remembered striking off 
sheets of 'numeral' stamps as late as 1865,'' 
th e actual printing of No. 22 may have taken 
place la te in 1865 . 

.+ 1 . John N. Luff, "The Hawaiian 5c Blue, Inter 
Isl and ," Awcricnn l o11rual of Philat ely , No vembe r, 
189;, p. 527. 
CHECK LIST OF HAWAIIAN NUMERALS 

Listed in the chronological order in which they were printed 

GROUP SETTING SCOTT'S DENOM . DESCRIPTION YEAR NO. 

l First 11 2c Light blue 18S9 
Second 10 1 c Light blue 18S9 
Third 11 2c Light blue 18S9 

2 Third 16 2c Black, grayish 1860 
Third 12 2c Black, grayish white 1862 
Th ird 14 2c Black, greenish blue 1862 
T hird 16 2c Black, grayish 1862 

3 Fourth 1 S 1 c Black, grayish 1863 
Fifth 18 2c Black, blue gray 1863 
Fifth 17 2c Dark blue 1863 
Fifth 20 2c Black 1864 
Sixth 19 le Black 1864 
Seventh 24 2c Black , laid paper 186S 
Ei gh th 23 1 c Black, laid paper 186S 

-

4 Ninth 21 Sc Blue, blue 186S 
Tenth 26 2c Dark blue 186S 
Eleventh 2S i c Dark blue 186S 
Twelfth 22 Sc Blue, blue 1866 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXlX, NO. III 
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The Meeting of February 15, 1950. 

The program of the evening was devoted 
to a showing of Topical or Thematic collec­
tions. It was arranged by 1l1r . Ira Seebacher, 
who attempted to give us a thorough covering 
of the field and in hi s program included both 
serio us philatelists and collectors, who formed 
a group of stamps for its fun and interest. 

Mr. Th eodo re E. Steinway commenced the 

program with selected pages from his justly 
famed collection of " Music on Stamps ." This 
is doubly interesting and historical because 
of th e collateral materi al asse mbled in the 
form of correspondence with the firm of 
Steinway and Sons by th e world's most 
famous mu sicians, many of whom are Mr. 
Steinway's old and close friends. His show­
ing was made more entertaining by the rel a­
tion of several anecdotes about some of the 
musicians whose portraits have appeared on 
the stamps. 

Mr. Robert L. Graham, Jr . showed a col­
lection of Americana on Foreign stamps which 
he has formed as an aid to his son in the 
stud y of American history. 

Mr. Franklin R. Bruns , fr. displayed a 
very detailed collection of Stamp Centenary 
material. 

Sports stamps and cove rs were discussed by 
Jl1r . Ira Seebacher. 

The President of the Collectors Club, Mr. 
Richard S. Bohn showed a remarkably inter­
es ting and complete collection of Linco lniana. 
This is restricted to stamps and philatelic ma­
terial p'ortraying Abraham Lincoln and to 
documents which have a bea ring on the Post 
Office during Lincoln 's terms as President of 
the United States. 

JJ1r. H enry M. Goodkind closed the pro­
gram with a display of material relating to 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. This con­
sisted of some items from Roosevelt's per­
sonal collection and a collection of stamps 
issued as memorials to him. It is interesting 
to note that many of these issues were en­
tirely speculative in nature and a few of them 
even may never have seen the country of their 
supposed origin. The stories behind them 
are fascinating. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO
The Meeting of March I , 1950. 
This meeting was devoted to a presenta­

tion of a study of the Postmarks of the 
Turkish Empi1·e by Mr. Paul P. Linden­
be1·g. This is an entirely new field of Postal 
History research and the study shown by 
Mr. Lindenberg represents the first serious 
effort to date and allocate the various can­
ce llations to the proper period and to their 
respective post offices. This collection is an 
outstand in g example of the fine work done 
in philately by Mr. Lindenberg, who is one 
of our serious students. There is much 
work sti ll to be done in this field and the 
aid of our members having any Turkish ma­
terial would be appreciated. 

Many of those present complimented Mr. 
Lindenberg on the showi ng. At the close of 
his own display, he showed us also some 
further Turkish material from the collec­
tions of !Hr. Siegm und Adler and Mr. John 
F. Connor. 

At the opening of the meeting M1·. G01·rlon 
R. H armer showed some of the material be­
longing to King Carol II of Romania, which 
will sho rtly be sold at auction in New York 
by his firm. Among other things was a fine 
cover of the rd Post Office :Mauritius, a 2d 
Post Office Mauritius in unused condition, 
the famous 2 reales Spain blue error, in a 
pair w ith the normal 6 reales used and 
probably unique, a beautiful mint co rner mar­
gi n copy of th e Spain 6 r eales blue, and , th e 
famous 3 sk illing banco orange error of. 
Sweden, which is the only known copy of this 
stamp. All present received a folder of pho­
tog raphs of these outstanding stamps with 
the compliments of Mr. Harmer. 

The Meeting of March 15, 1950. 
As this date nearly coincided with St. 

Patrick 's Day , the topic was a showing of 
the stamps of Ireland. The program was 
arranged by Mr . Hans G. Zervas who was 
also the principal speaker of th e evening. 
The material presented covered the entire 
Postal History of Ireland from pre-stamp 
covers up to the latest issues of the Irish 
Free State. The collections represented were 
those of Mr. T. Armstrong, Mr. Zervas and 
. Ill 191 



SECRETARY'S PAGE 
Mr. Malcolm O'R eilly. Mr. Armstrong's 
collection dealt solely wi th hand-struck 
stamps and postal markings of the pre­
stamp period. Mr. Zervas' collection is out­
standing in the research field and is particu­
larly strong in th e D ollard and Thom over­
prints on th e st amps of Great Britain. 

Mr. Stephen G . Rich spoke in the absence 
of Mr. O'Reilly, who showed a general col­
lection of Irish stamps and cove rs par ticu­
larly strong in historical m ateri al. Mr. 
Edwin E . Elkins conclud ed th e prog ram by 
showing his collection of Mulready envelopes 
used in Ireland. 

The following new members were elected 
to membership as of th e Boa rd of Governors' 
meetings held February 21st, 1950 and March 
22nd , 1950: 

February 21st, 1950 
NO. 

28+5 Tiberius D e M arini s, New York, N. Y. 
Collects Itali an States, Italy 

28+6 Ernest Rosenfeld , New York, N. Y. 
Collects Austria 

28+7 H enry J. Robbin s, M.D., P ortsmouth , 
N . H. 

Collects United States 
28+8 J. Lloyd Ambrise, Gallup, New Mex. 

Collects Denmark and U. S. 
28+9 Don ald de Cou Smyth e, R ay, Arizona 

Collects Brazil , used; 20th Cent. Africa, 
so uth of Equator except French and 
Port. Cols. used only. 

2850 A. Bertr am W arshell , C hicago, Ill. 
Collects Americana, Roosevelt , Lincoln, 
Sports 

March 22nd, 1950 
28 51 Mrs. Marjorie R. Healy, Passaic, N. J . 

General Collector-Philatelic History 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR MAY, and JUNE, 1950 ~ 
May 17 U. S. Postage Stamps, 19th and 20th Ce ntury . We hope every member will I 

bring along some mate rial to show. Each exhib itor a llowed five minutes. j 

June 7 - Collectors Club Night - Mate rial from the Club 's own co llections to be shown 
by Cura tor Harri son D. S. Haverbeck, assisted by Messrs. Theodo re E. 
Ste inway, John R. Boker, Jr ., Stephen G. Rich, Thomas Morris and 
Winthrop S. Boggs. 

Summer Recess during Jul y and August. 
192· THE COL
2852 J . C. Cross, C larksburg, W. Va. 
Collects U. S. Plate Blocks 

2853 Don ald K. Grieve, Cleveland, Ohio 
Collects Commemoratives of th e World 

285+ G . Gerrett Schuler, New Bedford ,Mass. 
Collects U. S. 20th ~314-612, S. W. 
Africa, U nion of South Africa 

The Library Committee reports the ac­
quisition of th e following: 
" Your Musical Stamp Album" by M. Eck­

stein 

"U. S. Columbi an Issue" by A. A. Lauzon 

" Histo ry of th e Postage Stamps of the U . S." 
by John Tiffany 

"Catalogo Especial de Espana 1850- 1950" 
by M. Galvez 

" Liberia: The West African Republic" by 
Richa rd & Doris Henries 

"French Philatelic Facts" Vol. 2, No. 1 by 
Brainerd Kremer 

"Designs for Swiss P os tage Stamps I ssues, 
1936-+1" by H ans E. Gaudard 

Guatemala Society's Booklets 
lJ. S. E nvelope Society I ssues 
J apanese Phil. Magazine Yushu 
" Phil ate ly & Mathematics" by Ca rl B. Baye r 
" Catalogo de las Variedades mas Impor tantes 

de las Sellos P ostales de la R epublica 
Oriental del Uruguay" by Roberto Hoff­
man 

"United States Famous Americans Series of 
19+0" by George C. H ahn 

" H andbuch Phil a tel istischen Galischen und 
Bukowinischen I 772-1850" by Ludwig v. 
Steinbeck 

" Schrifttum uber <las Deutsche Postwesen" 
by Hermann Wolpert. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX , NO. Ill 
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EDITORIAL 
(Continued from P age 134.) 

be simple, as collecting all st amps th at portray 
horses, or it can be complex as tr acing the 
use and development of th e symbolical Her­
mes designs. Still another approach to the 
topical field is through th e medium of Art. 
The Museum of Modern Art has circulating 
througho ut th e U nited States a collection of 
stamp designs a rranged to show example s of 
good and bad des ign as such. 

The different crite ri a for judging topical 
coll ections must be set up and promulgated. 
In our opinion these sho uld be: 1st. Com­
pleteness; 2nd. Depth of knowledge shown ; 
3rd. Development of th e topic; 4th. Presenta­
tion. It goes wi th ou t saying th a t th e most 
basic of all requirements, that of condi tion 
must be consid ered. 

Th e universality of the appeal of stamps 
can form one of th e approaches to social un­
ders t and in g. One of the true brotherhoods 
in th e world is the broth erhood of Phil ately. 
All people can meet on common ground 
aroun d a stamp <llbum. It is our duty to 
preserve this by broadening it as much as 
possible. T hrough a presentation to all of 
each of the various aspect s of Phil ately, fa r 
more mutual understanding can be reached. 
Howeve r, as long as the words " uncollect­
able" or " not worthy" remain in our philatelic 
vocabu lary, this will be a hope but never a 
rea lity. 

H. D. S. H . 
KOHL'S GREECE 

(Continued from P age 183.) 

The missing engraver's name must be due 
to the non-regis tering of the bottom line in 
this particular cliche.71 

Copies of No. 90 have been submitted \Yith 
a very clear offset on the back. 

(To Be Continued.) 

71 Editor's Note. If Dr. ~lunk's explnnation is co rrect 
the variety wou ld occur on ni l sheets unless it wns 
discovered . an<l corrected sometime during the printing 
of the stamps. Constantini<les, however, states that 
it is not found in al I sheets oi the z L. 

The editor has seen numerous panes (but no full 
sheets ) of thi s denomination in whi ch the eng raver's 
name is incompl ete or almost entire ly ab sent f;om one 
or more stamps, ca used by defective printing . (Dr. 
1\ Iunk later record s thnt he snw a s imi lar copy) . Tn 
the ligh t of this evidence we are of the opinion that 
the mi ss in~ name is in all cases the result of an im­
perfect impre ss ion . 
(See P age 135.) 

CEORCE N . MALPASS, a resident of Sara­
toga Springs, N . Y., is th e Director of L ab­
or atories of G. F. Harvey Co., pharmaceuti­
cal manufacturers. H e has contributed a 
number of pape rs on pharmaceu tical subj ects 
to lead ing journals devoted to thi s science. 
Membe r of th e American Chemical Society, 
the American Ph armaceu tical Association and 
the American Association for th e Advance­
ment of Science. 

Mr. Malpass started collecting stamps in 
1915. Along the years, he has developed cer­
tain specialties, such as Civi l War Patriotic 
covers, Confede r ate States issues, Blood 's 
Penny Post cove rs and Postal History of 
Sar atoga Springs, N. Y. In add iti on, he has 
formed a topical coll ection, allied with his 
profession, relating to pharmaceutical phi­
lately. Furthermore, being an amateur mu­
sician, he has a collection of stamps on music. 
He has been a frequent writer on stamps for 
the pas t ten yea r s. His philatelic interest has 
caused to affil iate w ith many Nat ional and 
Specialty Stamp Societies, besides th e COL­
LECTORS CLUB. He was fo rm erly 
Northern Vice-President of the Confederate 
Stamp Alliance and at present is Chairman 
of the Mohawk Valley Chapter of th e Es­
say Proof Society. This is Mr. Malpass' 
second art icle to appear in THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST, his first was in the April, 
19+6 volume. 
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UNUSED AIRMAIL STAMPS 
HEBE ABE A FE'V OF SPECIAL INTEllEST 

Abyssinia # Cl l I l7 .............. $ 5.00 Honduras # CSl / 55 .............. $10.00 
Albania # C3 6/ 42 .................. 8.00 # C56/ 59 .. . .. .. . .. . .. . 5.00 
Argentine # C35/ 37 .. ............ 6.00 # C64/72 .............. 6.50 
Belgium # CS .. .... .... .. .... .. ...... 7.50 Italy # 27 .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. . .. . . 7 .00 
Bolivi·a # C3 5/ 4 l ....... ........... 5.00 Liechtenstein # C7 / 8 . .. . .... . .. . 12.50 
Bulgaria # Cl 2/ l 4 .. .............. 12.00 Lithuania # C2 l / 3 l .. .... .. . . ... . 6.50 
Curacao # Cl / 3 . .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . . .. 15.00 Memel # C l / 7 ........ .............. 7 .50 
Czechoslovakia # Cl / 3 .. .. . .. .. . 12.50 Mexico # C26/ 27 .. . . . .. .. .. .. ... . . 20.00 

# C4/ 6 .......... 22.00 # C02 l ............ .. .... 75.00 
Denmark # Cl / 5 ........ ..... ... .... 7.50 New Guinea # Cl I l 3 .. . . ... . . .. . 30.00 
Egypt # C3 / 4 ........................ 15.00 # C l4/ 27 .. .......... 35.00 
Estonia # C4/ 6 ...................... 6.50 # C28/ 43 ... ......... 27.50 

# C7/ 8 ... .. ... .. .... ...... .. 12.00 Peru # C3 ......... ..................... 12.50 
Finland # Cl ......................... . 9.00 Russia #44 l / 45 .... .. .............. 6.00 
France # Cl / 2 ...... .. ....... ...... . 7.50 # C26/ 29 .. .... .... .. .. .. .. . . 6.00 
Fr. Morocco # Cl / l l ...... ...... 10.00 # C34/ 35 .. .................. 7.00 
Germany # C20/ 26 .. . . . .. . ... ..... 10.00 San Marino # Cl / 10 .. ............ 17.50 

# C3 8/ 39 .... .. .... .. .. .. 16.00 Switzerland # Cl / 2 . .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 12.00 
W1·ite for a Free Copy of Our Ainnail Price List 

ECONOMIST STAMP co." INC. 
87 NASSAU STREET ,A NEW YORK 7, N. Y . 
is the NI NTEENTH YEAR 

I HAVE BEEN BUYINC 

FINE U. S. STAMPS 

No complaints- no dissatisfat­
tion . If you want to sel I your 
U. S. Collection or better grade 
s ingle items, send for my in­
spec tion and offer. Lot held 
intac t un ti I you accept. Im­
mediate payment. Reference ! 
- anyone in the bus iness. 

SINCE 1930 

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD A 84 Sunset Ave., Amherst, Mass. 
J 
194 THE COLLE
Our Monthly Auctions 
have the reputation of presenting valuable 
and interesting material of all countries in 
a way which enables every collector to get 
an accurate picture of the stamps on which 
he is bidding. Ask for the free richly illus­
trated auction catalogs and you will see fo r 
you rself how carefully we describe the ma­
terial we offer. Collectors who intend to 
sell their collection a re invited to communi­
cate with us for terms and favorable auction 
dates . 

OUR MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 

edited by Edwin Mueller, contains articles 
and notes in all fields of philately and pre­
sents a wealth of information from which 
every collector can profit. Sample copy 
free . 

Write or phon e 

il'I EB CUllY STAMP Co. 
522 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y. 

Phones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976 
Cable address: "MERCSTAMP NEWYORK" 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. Ill 



Your 
Choi~est 

Stamps 
\\' ill Look Desi in 
Scott•s Red Ha11d111ade 
No. I De Lnxe Album 

It's the last word in a fine blank 
album. Post binder of double board , 
covered in % red morocco, with 
pseudo-leather sides. Raised hubs on the backbone, 
moire' lining and flyleaf . Gold tooling on front and 
covers. The covers are beveled , with round corners. 

silk 
back 

Fifty gilt-edged, linen-hinged pages of finest quality paper, with lithographed quadrille ruling. 
Pages measure 8 ~ x10 74 inches. Cellulose acetate interleaving 

and a fleece-lined red slipcase ..... $25.00 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS!' In~. 
l \\'est 47il1 Street Nen' York 19. N. Y. 
For Our . ... 

NEXT AUCTION 
We invite your participation in our next sale . 

Dealers ' stocks , collections, lots accumulations , rar ities and idle surplus 
material can be turned into cash by means of our most thorough auctiont 
activity. 

Your material is brought to the attention of an active and buy-minded 
clientele built up over a period of over 25 years of business embracing dealer 
customers throughout the world . 

A liberal advance plus specialized experience and well organized service 
means that the strength and integrity of the entire Serebrakian organization 
is at your disposal. 

If You Are Not On Our Mailing List, Please Ask For Free Copy. 

s. SEREBRAKIAN 
Hofol Astor 
THE CO LL ECTORS CLUB PHILATE LIST , VOL . XXI X, NO. lll 195 



Wluj 'J/.D.u Slw.ul.d (Jll.dfvt $ana6Jtia '.J. 

1950 tliJzpoM Cal:alnIJ.U12 
BECAUSE it is the only one of its k ind in the Whole World 
where you will find every airmail stamp listed and at the 
right price. Every ite m issued up to the l st of January 
is included . 

According to " INTERNATIONAL STAMP NEWS" a total 
of 3 ,021 stamps were issued in 1949, of which 392 were 
airmails , not count ing doubtfuls or variet ies. 

By getting SANABRIA'S CATALOGUE before buying or 
sel ling you wil l keep your knowledge of the value of your 
stamps UP TO DATE. 

PRICE $4 .75 POST FREE 

Ni~olas Sanabria Co. In~. 
521 FHih Avenue. Nen' York 17. N. Y .• U. S. A. 
1l
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some speci a l service. He wants to 
sell h is collection fo r the best pos­

sible price ; h e wan ts to buy a gr ea t 
r a r ity or an unusu a l g r ou p of s tamps, 
not to be fo und in dealers ' r egula r 
stocks; h e wants r eliable information 
abo u t his philatelic affair s. Just su ch 
service is the sole fu nction of J . C. 
Morgenth a u & Co. , Inc. Tile co m pany 
has n othing t o sell ; it act s , on com mis­
sion , fo r col!ect or s who wish t o a d d to 
t h eir co llection s or d ispose of th em in 
wh ole or in part. Co l!ect ions for dis­
posal are examined with ou t cost (excep t 
postage) to t h e owner a nd commission s 

 a r e ch a rged only on completed trans­ a ctions . If you wan t to buy or se l! .. 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidi a ry of Scott Stamp & Co in Co. Inc. ) 

West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 
T H E COLL
CRYSTAL - MOUNT 
A beautiful , safe , inexpens ive 

protecting mount for stamps , 

bloc ks and covers. Used by 

thousands of co llecto rs . Made 

of spark ling crystal-clear cel­

lulose acetate , app roved for 

sa fety by U. S. Bureau of 

Sta ndards . T ria l-order " As­

so rted Package , 60c " from 

you r favo rite dealer, or 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 

TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
61 Transit Bldg .. Boston 17, Mass. 
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AIR LIFT BERLIN - FRANKFORT SPECIAL COVERS 

Commemo r ati n g lOOth F light (see i!Ju stration)$1.50 \Vest Zon e surcharged s tamps .75 
d itto Soviet Zone ................ ..... . .......... 1.00 West Zone new issu es .75 
Commern o ratin .I!' 250th Flight Soviet Zone, ovptd. s tamps ..................... ...... • 75 
British-U. S .- Zone . . ................ 1.00 Soviet Zon e spec ia l stamps . .75 
Comme m orating anniversary of Air Lift (3 Sov ie t Zone H ead . .75 

different cove rs ) 
Further in terest in g it em s, a lso rare genu ine flown Air-Field-Post of W o rld W ar II are o ffered in t he 
"Philate lic N ews" . Sample Copy w ill be sent on r equest. 

CASA FILATELICA ANTILLANA K.-H. HENNIG 
APARTADO 141. CIUDAD TRUJILLO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, WEST INDIES 
Xuction 8ervice 

PREPARATION 

If you contem plate selling your stamp collection 
durin g the coming season -- Proper Prepa ration 
Is A Necess ity -· Th is in c ludes Correct L otting 
Adve rt is in g --- Se lect ion of Dates for t h e Sale -
All such details are performed by Our .. . 

!J>ersonalized Xuction 8ervice 

Co r respond e nce In v ited - D eta i ls cheerfully 
g iven - Write us now. Time is essentia l so t hat 
m ost advantageou s dates m ay be arra nged. 

£ 
EDSON J. F IFIELD 

500 FIFTH AVE.\ICE. \'EW YORK JB. \". Y. 
THE COLLECTORS C L U B PH I LATELIST, VOL. XX IX, N O.
SISSONS 1950 

B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

• 
A Comple te Illustrated 52-page List 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND 
AN'D THE PROVINCES 
POSTAGE-REVENUES 

STATIONERY-OFFICIALS 
MINT AND USED BLOCKS, 

PLATE BLOCKS, ETC. 

PRICE 25c 

( R efundable on $2.00 01·der) 

• 
J. N. SISSONS 

59 W ellington St. W ., Toronto I , Canada 
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LI. s. PRICE LI ST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 
Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 

Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
11 6 N ASSAU S TREET, N. Y. C ., 7, N EW Y O RK 
lllON1.'HL Y 3 DAYS 

AUCTION SALES 
2000 L01.'S 

* * UNITED STATES 

* BRITISH COLONIES 

* EUROPE a. o. 
also PROOFS and ESSAYS 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Catalogue Free 011 Request 

* 
BILLIG ~~ RICH. Inc. 

8 ui te G30-l , 55 \ Vest 42nd Street., 

NEW YORI\: 18, N . Y . 
THE COLLE
Auction Facilities! I 
We have an outstanding organi­

zation for the sale at Public Auc­

tion of any philatelic property, 

such as stamps, covers, books, 

autographs, etc. Our commission 

is nominal, and the results of our 

sales demonst rate the high, pre ­

vailing prices obtainable in the 

present market. If you have a large 

collection, or single items of merit, 

we should be pleased to place our 

services and organization at your 

disposal. Correspondence is in­

vited. 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO . Ill 



T

ALEX s. JULIARD 
(Forn•erly L. Juliard & Sou of Belginn•> 

E s tablishe d 1880 

I have recently arrived from Belgium with a 
large stock of fine stamps. 

-{;{ MY SPECIALTY: 1840 TO 1940 ISSUES -{;{ 
(ONE CENTURY OF PHILATELY ) 

~ 

SELECTIONS FOR COLLECTORS AND SPECIALISTS Sent on Approval. 
Want Lists Filled . Ask for My Special Want List Blanks # C75 (FREE) and 
special conditions for New 1950 Customers . 

THE 1950 PRINE.T CATALOGUE OF BELGIUM 
(Available May) 50c Postpaid 

ALEX s. JULIA RD 
441 BBOOKHUBST A VENUE NAllBEBTH, PA. 
FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi ­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in r.esults . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila ­
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our 
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac­
cumulations, Rarities , etc. 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc~ 
2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 19 , N. Y. 

£ T elephone: LUxembu rg 2-2393 
HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX IX , NO. Ill I99 
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In response to popular demand ... 
GIMBELS - World's Largest Stamp Department 
takes great pleasure in introducing the new 

GIMBEL 
PLATE BLOCK ALBUM 

1919 -1937 
Provides spaces for all commemoratives from the V ictory Issue of 1919 
through the Territorial series of 1937 , and all the Airmails from 191 8 through 
the end of l 949. 

A COMPANION SECTION TO THE GIMBEL PLATE BLOCK ALBUM 
1938 - 1949 

Each page is suitably decorated with ample mounting spaces provided for 
each plate number block. Fully illustrated. 
Printed on high grade extra heavy Stamp Collecto rs Ledger © paper , punched 
to fit standard 8 V2 x l l three-ring binder. 
ALBUM COMPLETE WITH GOLD-STAMPED BINDER .. .. .. .. . .... . ... . ..... .. .. ... .. .... . .. . ... ...... . $4.00 
PACES ONLY (WITHOUT BINDER ) .. . ..... .. .. .. ................... .. ............... ........... ............ $2.00 
BLANK PAGE'S WITH DECORATIVE BORDER, 50 for .... .......... . . ......................... $1 .00 

20c postage extra outside delivery area . New York City residents please add tax. 

33rd and Broadway G I M B E Ls 
New York 1, N, Y. 

9th at Market 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Collectors Throughout the World 

c 

Wrote This Advertisement 

LLECTORS WHO SOLD THROUGH US WROTE:-----11_~ 
"I hereby acknowledire receipt of your final check in settlement of the sale of my entire collection of 
postag:e stamps at your auction. 

Permit me to e:rpress my profound irratitude for your generous advance payment as well as for your 
promptness in forwardinc the final amount. 

As an ardent collector of stamps for oYer twenty-five years I fully appreciate the skill of your able Staff, 
who has done an outstandinir job in combininll' and catalo1rui111r this vast amount of material." 

B. K. 11 / 28 / 49 

"I want to thank you for your cood tserTices and to express my appreciation. N eTer a1ain will other than 
yourselves handle material for me." J. s. 11 / 25 / 49 

" The results obtained are indeed eratifying and we wish to express our sincere appreciation of your 
efficient handlinir of this matter." D. A. D. 8 / 26 / 49 

"I left a bunch of stamps with you, without a list for myself or for you. 
had the utmost confidence in your intell'rity. 

did this intentionally for l 

You sold these for me, realized a most satisfactory price and I am pleased 
that I am PLEASED." 

and \\'ant you to know 
G. R. 2 / 17/ 50 

COLLECTORS, WHO BOUGHT TH ROUCH US WROTE:---'--'-~ 
"Thank ;rou. You take better care of me in your purchases for me than I do for myself." 

A. H. L. 2/ 27 / 50 

"Two very nice Jots for which I enclose check and my thanks. I have yet to be the least bit disappointed 
in any of my purchase• from you for they are always better than the descriptions indicate." 

J. L. II. 2 / 15/ 50 

"Your auction catalogues arrive here in Japan and usually give me about two days to a-o over them before 
I reply by return air mail. Your method of handlinc mail bids nre above reproach and from past experience 
I sincerely recommend your &rm to all collectors who live at the various crossroads of the world.,. 

L. G. P. 2 / 2/50 

"May I take this opportunity of e:rpreHinc to you my thanks for the manner in which you looked after 
my purchases." R. M. W. 3/ 15/50 

"Thank you for the e:recution of my mall bid. I am very well satisfied." E. F. K. i!,/ 19 / 50 

"I like, and appreciate, the promptness with which you conduct your distribution of material purchased. 
Thank you." L. E. P. 1 / 15/50 

WJZ ?rlJzllJZhj add fJzJZ fJ/Joi.o.uA.-]liR }ilun 

H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
32 EAST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

Plaza 3-6482 

Always ready and happy to assist you in the enjoyment of the World's greatest 
hobby, whether you are interested in buying or selling. Write, phone or call us now­
you'll do it eventually anyway. 




