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Introduction

The stamps issued by the Polish Go-
vernment in Exile in Great Britain
during ithe last war have achieved cata-
logue status and have been widely de-
seribed in the philatelic press. Very
little has been written, however, about
the postal service which was inaugurg-
ted at the same time to handle mail
bearing these stamps.

The press release describing the first
set of stamps to be issued on December
15th, 1941, tells uws that: “A Polish
postal service is to be put into opera-
tion on Polish sea-going vessels. More-
over, complying with the request of the
Polish fighting forces in Great Britain
and in agreement with the British post-
al authorities, it will be made possible
on certain days for Polish Military
Camps in the United Kingdom to avail
themselves of the Polish postal service,
i.e. to dispateh their correspondence via
Polish ships.”

The exiled Polish Government’s re-
cords are hard to find, and this makes
it difficult today to obtain accurate
information on the mechanics of this
service. However, over the past few
momnths, with the help of a number of
correspondents, I have assembled some
kind of an account. I do not claim that
the story as presented is without er-
rors, but it is to the best of my belief
a correct statement of fact. In publish-
ing, my sole aim is to prompt other
collectors to come forwaid with more

information so that a true record can
be made for the use of future students
of this interesting phase of our hobby.
The bibliography at the end of the
article lists sources I have consulted,
but &s far as I know, no full account
ot these ship services appeared in print
in English. Descriptions of the stamps
have been written, but how they were
used is still doubtful. I hope the fol-
lowing remarks will help to eclarify
the position.
The Postal Service
When Poland was occupied in 1939,
a number of her ships were e'ther at
sea or escaped from Polish ports, and
these eventually joined wp with the
Royal Navy and became part of the
allied forces fighting the Germans. In
accordance with international la w,
these ships were Polish territory, and
the introduction of stamps for use on
board them was a natural event. Co-
vers from ships themselves are diffi-
cult to obtain for two reasons. Firstly,
being engaged in fighting or convoy
work, the persomnel on board had lit-
tle time to devote to letter writing,
and in the majority of cases the people
with whom they would normally corres-
pond were in enemy hands. Secondly,
these ships enjoyed the same privileges
as the Royal Navy and were allowed
to send letters free of charge. This
mail was franked with the normal
MARITIME MAIL strike, and is indis-
tinguishable from any other ship post.
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For these reasons, the bulk of the
examples in circulation today came
from the land-based Polish forces, who
at that time were centered in Scot-
land. The procedure for handling this
mail was rather unusual, and to obtain
Polish stamps and cancellations on
their correspondence they had to work
as followss:

The letter was handed in unsealed
to the postal clerk at the camp. He
computed the amount of postage due
and this was paid by the sender in
cash. A rate of exchange was fixed at
24 ztoty (2,400 groszy) to the £1 (i.e.
10 groszy equals 1d.) and postal rates
were:

Letters: Up to 20 grammes— 55 groszy
(5%d.)
Each additional 20 grm.—30
groszy (3d.)

Posteards: 30 groszy (3d.)

Registration fee: 45 groszy (41%).

Letters were only accepted for dis-
pateh to addresses in the United King-
dom, allied and neutral countries. Ex-
tra stamps in excess of the actual post-
age could be added if required.

After receiving the money for the
postage, the postal clerk annotated the
cover with the amount paid and entered
the item on his own list, which showed
the name of the addressee and the
stamps required. These covers are
often found with manuseript markings,
presumably to help the postal clerk
handling the mail. Manuscript figures
probably relate to the number of the
item on the clerk’s list, and sometimes
the amount paid is found somewhere on
the cover. I have also seen the letter
“7Z” written on covers and assume this
to mean “Zwyczajna’” (equals “Ordina-
ry” in Polish) to distinguish it from
registered mail. The regulations also
required that the sender's name and
address be stated on the cover, al-
though I have seem genuine examples
where this has not been done.

The bags of mail were then sent
from the camps to one of nine post
offices, Blairgowrie, Broughty - Ferry,
Coupar-Angus, Coupar, Dundee, Dun-
fermline, Forfar, Leven or Perth, from
whence they were passed on to the
Postal Department of the Polish Ge-

POLSKA MARYNARKA
HANDLOWA

31111 1344==5
AGENCJA POCZTOWA

Fig.1 Type M

neral Staff in London for franking and
dispatch. Mail sent via any of these
nine post offices was handled without
extra payment, but if it was dispatched
through any other post office, it had
to be prepaid at the normal letter-rate
with British stamps, and this explains
why some covers have mixed franking.
The Official Cancellations

When the service was introduced in
December 1941, each Polish vessel was
issued with a date-stamp for cancelling
the mail. These were made of metal,
and took the form of a rectamgle, size
50 x 29 mm. Within this outer frame
are containmed (see Fig. 2) the outline
of a ship and the words AGENCJA
POCZTOWA (Postal Agency) in two
lines at the bottom right-hand corner.
The date is enclosed in a framed box
with rounded ends and placed central-
ly. After the date, is the number of
the agency. The cancellers issued to
warships bore the words POLSKA MA-
RYNARKA WOJENNA (Polish Navy)
in two lines immediately above the
date-box, while those for use of mer-
chant vessels had the incription POL-
SKA MARYNARKA HANDLOWA
(Polish Merchant Marine). The latter
have the words AGENCJA POCZTO-
WA in omne line and the agency number
is also contained within the date-box
(see Fig. 1, Type M). Both these types
were in use until the discontinuation
of the service in July, 1945.

As will be eclear from the above,
each postal agency number represented
a different ship, and I am grateful to
Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz, of Wembley, for
permission to reprint a list of these
numbers, which first appeared in his
article (in Polish) in Filatelista, Edin-
burgh.

203-2

Polonus Bulletin, September, 1962




POSTAL AGENCY NOS. IN USE ON
MERCHANT VESSELS (Type M)

Name of Ship Agency No.
M/S MORSKA WOLA ........... 1
B/STHBLIN. S St S o 2
M/S BATORY Lo e e sinsi s oo 3
B/ KATOWICE . . 150 e dae 4
My/SSSOBTRSKIEF TS o o e 5
P/ SRR AT (O VA S e 6
R O B S P R e if
S/8 "ZAGEOBA RN s S S 8
S/ RIMIIGIC S Lt 9
S/8 KORDEGKE .ol e 10
ME/SS ROZEWIE S s e vl s 11
SR PTOBRIIG M DL.c0 & o0 Bl 12
M/S STALOWA WOLA .......... 13
SR UNPOZNAND v s Sl ' 14
B/Se EECHEISTINAN o0 ikl o 16
S SWVILIENAD SR Bt el L ARTRE L7
S/SERIASK s 18
S/S IMODEELNG S s o s s e 19
ST A oo i o St hat 20
18/ S L VAN s ae s e mite 21
S/ BAERYEC SREE oo i o e 22
BB R Bk et b A e 24
S/8 - PADEREWSKI ¢ oo L o o 25
S R N RN G S, - o et R e 27
S75 KIROMAN S s ol it 33
875 FBIAENYSTORE Sk i vaeisme 35
B8 M LEGHY oo vmao i cnmdd e 36
S8 HEL S R s s s 39
QY8 PUBASKE v ame o o ibe A0 49
INE /S e BORNS FaA Wi s onetr goval g ot 52
S SO 5 04 D R e RPN 72
S8 MR NAROIGZ SRt L St weies e
S/8 KOSCERSZ KOS i avnims s 81

POSTAL AGENCY NOS. IN USE ON
WARSHIPS (Types WO and WI)

Niame of Ship Agency No.
OYREP.. VETOR UNs st eir. ohetan ntas il
Q:RPer DRAGONS teen. foacis S0 0 3
ORPISCONRATY oo ot paitorns voamis s +
O.R:P. KRAKOWIEAK. .. .iisionaens i
OiRPo BURZA o clniiae s o snisisis soiers 12
QIR P DZTR e Sl oo eids 14
QR SEARTAND: 5. ialeton, 17
OR.Po (ORIGAIN. e nl oo bt siisiy 20
O.RP. BLYSKAWICA ........... 21
O.R.PSOROES - i 25
QiR B W TRt s e S e o ofe 27
O RPrwSEAZA K wirsatm e, f s il 33
O:B.Bi ) RUJAWITAKS e isisie o avsie 36

‘O.R.P.’ is an abbreviation for Okret
Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej and is equiva-
lent to the British ‘H.M.S.

POLSKA MARYNARKA
WOJENNA

15X111941=0 | }

AEENCJA
POCZTOWA

Fig.2 Type W1

There is no explanation available
why some of the numbers are missing,
but the official source from which Mr.
Bojanowicz obtained his information
stated that the missing agency num-
bers were never in use. A

In spite of this disclaimer, cancella-
tions are known with numbers not in-
cluded in the above list, but their
origin is obscure. The most common is
number “15”, which appears quite fre-
quently on covers with warship cancel-
lations. T saw this number on some
first day covers which had a pre-print-
ed address to a well-known dealer. I
inquired further, and was told that
these covers had been prepared at the
time with the printed address and sent,
in considerable quantities, to the head-
quarters of the Polish Navy in London.
They had been returned from there
with the stamps affixed and cancelled
with the number 15 postmark, which
would suggest that this number was in
fiaet the Naval H.Q. and not a sea-going
vessel at all. This might also explain
the appearance of other missing num-
bers as well, since these could be naval
shore establishments in other parts of
the country.

Amother thing difficult to explain, in
connection with this service, is the ap-
pearance in November, 1943 of a se-
cond type of cancellation for warships
(see Fig. 3, Type WO). This was made

"POLSKA MARVNARKA
=L e WOJENNA
(27 vi u)25

fA.  AGENCJA

N

X, POCZTOWA

Fig.3 Type W O

£
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of rubber, and the design, while retain-
ing the essemtial characteristics of the
first type, was completely redrawn. As
the first type was not withdrawn from
use, it is hard to find any good reason
why a second type was necessary. It
cannot be that the first type was worn
out, since the first ones were metal
stamps while the later issue was made
of rubber. The most obvious difference
between the two types is that the
number of the postal agency has been
shifted outside the date-box, and for
this reason I call the two types WI
and WO, showing that they are both
for W (arships) but the number is
either I(nside) or O (ustide) the date-

biox. Thie other differences between
them are:
Type WI Type WO

Stern and funnels
of ship as TFig.
2:

Seven portholes in
each row.

Lettering 3 mm.
high.

Sans-serif Roman
figures.

Cross-bars oblique
pointing towamrd
top right-hand
corner of frame

Both lines of
equal length.

Stern and funnels
of ship as Fig.
3

“Gunfire” in sky
above bows —
two puffs of
smoke.

Six portholes, inr
each row on '
side of ship.

Lettering 3.5 mm.
higa.

Month in date-box
given im se-
riffed Roman
figures.

Cmoss-bars of
aerial mast are
pamallel to top
frame of reet-
amgle.

In two lines out-
side top clouds,
bottom is
shorter.

A final small discrepancy is over the
color of the markings. The official
source previously referred to states
that all cancellations were in black,
but I have seen examples of strikes in
green. This is simply a case, I feel, of
the postal clerk getting hold of the
wrong rubber stamp pad and I think
these wrong color examples are not of
any particular merit.

Other Markings

In addition to the ship postmarks
which appear on these covers, a num-
ber of other rubber stamp markings
can be found. Very often Field Post
Office markings of the Polish forces
appear as back-stamps, and usually
seem to be arrival marks, judging by
the dates. I have seen a cover with a
complete set of the first London issue
on it cancelled only by the POCZTA
POLOWA F.P.O. cancellation No. 111
without any ship marks at all, but I
would not like to guarantee its authen-
ticity.

More usual markings fall into two
classes, Censor marks and Registration
stamps. T have found examples of three
different types of censor marking. The
fiirst type is a gummed label ref.
P.C.90, which is used to re-seal the en-
velope after examination, and bears
the words (in black) OPENED BY
EXAMINER (Number)— each censor
presumably having his own number.
This type is not very common, pro-
bably because mail was handed in un-
sealed, as mentioned previously. The
other types of censor markings are
both rubber stamps. The first is an
eight-sided shape containing a erown
and the examiner’s number, prefixed
with the letter P. This is found in
both red and purple, and the number
P.94 seems to predominate, although
I have seen P.161 also. The final type
of censor mark is the Admiralty one,
which can be found in red or blue and
is completed by the examiner in manu-
script with the date and his initials
in the space prowvided.

Registration marks can be found
quite easily, and I have discovered at
least three distinet types were in use.
They are usually impressed in blue,
and I have seen covers where there
has been no number added on the dot-
ted line. All three types are of the
same form, with a bold letter R follow-
ed by the words POLSKA MAR. WO-
JENNA / AGENCJA POCZTOWA in
twio lines, and then a space for the
number of the letter or parcel.

I illustrate two of the types, and
their differences can be easily des-
cribed.
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POLSKA MAR. WOJENNA
AGENCIA POCZTOWA

Fig. 4 Type 1

POLSKA MAR. WOJENNA
AGENCIA POCZTOWA

Fig.5 Type 2

Type 1 (Fig. 4).—Size 55% x 20 mm.
Box containing R measures 8 mm.
across, J in WOJENNA is same height
as other letters. AGENCIA is spelled
with and I. Dotted rule after ‘“No.”
containes 36 dots.

Type 2 (Fig. 5).—Size 55%% x 20 mm.
Box containing R measures 10 mm.
across. J in WOJENNA protrudes be-
low the bottom of the other letters.
AGENCIA is spelled with an I. Dotted
rule after “No.” contains 30 dots.

Type 3 (not illustrated).—Size 57 x
20 mm. Box containing R measures 10
mm. across. J in WOJENNA is same
height as other letters. AGENCJA is
spelled with a J. Dotted rule after
“No.” contiains 30 dots.

A Polish friend tells me that the
spelling of the word for agency can
have either an “I” or a “J”, so it
would appear that both versions are
equally corect, but it indicates that
the stamps were made at different
times or by different firms. I have no
definite information about the date om
which these types were introduced, but
have not seen any of the Type 1 mark-
ing used in conjumction with the first
stamp issue, which may mean that this
wias a later production. I have found
Types 2 and 3 on first day covers of
the first issue.

The final types of markings which
can be found on these covers are to my
mind in the class of “incidental mark-
ings.” In this group fall a host of rub-
ber stamps usually giving details of
the origin of the cover. Among these

can be found depot names, orderly
room stamps, ship name stamps and
the like. T would add here a word of
warning to collectors about these types
of cover, which T know are cireulating
and which are sometimes offered by
dealers, mainly through lack of accu-
rate knowledge, as scarce examples of
the Polish Nawval Post. In actual fact
these covers have been made up (pos-
sibly to order) by over-zealous postal
clerks with access to these rubber
stamps and an eye to the future phila-
telic market. The foregoing notes
should be sufficient to enable interest-
ed collectors to judge if the items they
are buying are genuine postal items or
not.

The use of the postal service

Ever since I began my studies of
these covers I have been trying to de-
termine the exact days upon which the
Polish land forces could use this ser-
vice. All the reports simply say “on
certain days” without giving any fur-
ther detail.

It seems generally agreed that the
intention was for the service to be
available four times per year and in
September 1941 an agreement was made
between the G.O0.P. and the Polish
postal authorities. Under this agree-
ment it was decided to make the ser-
vice available on one day three weeks
before Easter Sunday (Easter being
observed as a festival in Poland to a
far greater degree than it is in Eng-
land), and also on April 10th, August
10th and December 10th. This meant
the mail wiould be handled in time for
the four major religious and national
festivals in the Polish calendar, name-
1y Easter, Polish National- Day (May
3rd), the Feast of the Assumption
(August 15th) and Christmas.

However, in practice it seems this
arrangement was not carried out and
the G.O.P. records show that these spe-
cial mails were aectually arranged on
on the following dates:

December 15th, 1941
March 16th, 1942

July 2nd—6th, 1942
October 9th—12th, 1942
April 9th—I12th, 1943
August 3rd—7th, 1943
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October 22nd—25th, 1943
December 6th—9th, 1943
March 24th—28th, 1944
July 27th—31st, 1944
December 1st—>5th, 1944
April 27th—May 1st, 1945

The postmark dates on the actual
covers I have examined, often vary
considerably from the above list and
there are two possible explanations for
this. Firstly, covers that originated at
sea could, of course bear any date, and
this factor tends to cloud the issue
under discussion, as it is sometimes
hard to decide into which class any
particular cover falls. Secondly, the
mail required censonship and this was
done before franking. The method be:
ing for the mail to be held after it
was censored until the Polish authori-
ties decided to which ship it was to be
dispatched. Consequently, although the
letter may have left the camp on one
of the days quoted above, the actual
postmark could have been applied se-
veral days, or even weeks, later.

These brief notes will show that the
position is still far from clear and T
would be most interested to hear from
any reader who is able to add any de-
tails to this section of the story.

As a sidelight on this topic it is in-
teresting to note that in an appendix
to his book, “Naval Mails,” Mr. John
Goldup records having received a let-
ter from a Polish ship at the end of
March 1944 bearing a ship cancellation
which wias still dated January 1st.
This kind of thing shows the neecd for
great care in making assertions from
actual covers..

Conclusion

It seems clear from the material now
available that this postal service was
abused philatelically and it was possi-
ble to obtain covers franked in any
desired manner. I have examples in my
collection of these strikes applied to
stamps on pieces of writing paper, and
they can frequentlv be found on un-
addressed envelopes. Even allowing for
the disruption caused by war-time con-
ditions, which could cause freak emis-
sions, I would still advise eaution in
buying these items. Postal eclerks
seemed anxious to provide a complete

service for their friends who were
stamp collectors and the possibility of
covers becoming scarce after the war
and thus being philatelically desirable
property, almost certainly inspired
many spurious issues.

The bulk of the covers now on the
market are ‘“cancelled to order” speci-
mens and are of a similiar mature to
the host of other cancelled-to-order
covers issued in connection with every
festival, exhibition, convention and so
on in recent times. Whether they are
collectable, as such, is a matter of per-
sonal preference, but it is important,
I feel, to realize their status so that
the prices asked for such material can
be judged in proper perspective. Only
genuine covers which were posted on
board Polish ships and received proper
postal handling and franking can, in
my opinion, justifiably command a
high price, but these are not easy to
obtain.

Finally, I would like to convey my
deepesit thanks to Mr. R. K. Wagner
for his assistance in connection with
this research. Also to friends in the
Polish Philatelic Society, London, and
numerous correspondents whom I trust
will accept this grouped acknowledg-
ment of their help and understand
that space prevents me from mention-
ing each by name.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
BOJANOWICZ, M.A.: "‘“Wydania Londynskie'’, Fila-

telissfa (Edinburgh), Nos. 5 /6 (May-June 1962)

p. 8.

FIERLA, JAN: ‘'Poczta polska w Wielkiej Brytanii’

Przeglqd Filatelistyczny (tédz, Poland), Vel. 2.
No. 10 (June 30th, 1949) p. 127.

GOLDUP, JOHN: ‘‘Naval Mails 1939-49'", T.P.O. &
Seapost Society, Rotherham, 1950, p. 38.

‘RUCH': ‘“‘llustrowany Katalog Znaczkéw Polskich,
1860-1956"", Warsaw, 1957, p. 73.

SMITH, H.M.: ''Polish Post Seven Years War 1939-
1945'', Bristol Stamp Company, Camberiey, 1945

STECZYNSKI, M.E.: ‘‘Poland Lives'', Stamps. Vol.
38 (Feb. 28th, 1942), p. 308.

TIERNEY, J.H.: ‘‘Polish Postmarks used in Great
Britain'’, Stamp Magazine, Vol. 13 (March 1947}
p. 168.

Since the above article was written,

I have been in correspondence with

the leading Polish specialist in Austra-

lia, Mr. I. Gust, who has also made a

study of the peniod under discussion

and has an extensive collection of

“Liondon” material. Mr. Gust has kind-

ly given me permission to quote some
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of his observations:

“After carefully studying my ma-
terial and reading all that was pub-
lished on the subject, I came to the
conclusion that the issue of stamps by
the London Government was not insti-
gated by any urgent need, but by po-
litical considerations. Your observa-
tions regarding the difficulties with
the procedure of using these stamps at
certein times of the year indicate that
only enthusiasts— meaning philatelists
—wiould go to all that trouble of ob-
taining such cancelled covers (address-
ed mainly to themselves or to their
friends).

“My considered opinion is that the
London period cannot be studied by its
stamps alone but only in conjunection
with its postal history. It seems clear
that in many cases the stamps were
used as little more than patriotic la-
lels, and although beyond any shadow
of doubt they were legal, in most ins-
tances their use was of a purely phila-
telic nature. The picture of that time
is obseured by political considerations,
which have nothing to do with phila-
tely, and only by patient study and by
truthful accounts can we hope to un-
derstand the period.”

I am in complete agreement with
sentiments expressed by Mr. Gust, and
I hope any of our readers who may
have first-hand knowledge of how the
Polish post was organized in Great
Britain during the war years will come
forward and submit a written account
for the benefit of us all.

—Ron Negus

POLPEX COMMITTEE SELECTED

Polpex 1963 will be held on March
1st, 2nd and 3rd, 1963. The place will
be announced later, and the theme of
the show will be commemorative of the
160th anniversary of the “Powstanie
Styezniowe” and the “Battle of Gettys-
burg. The President announced that the
following members will serve on the
1963 Polpex Committee:

Director and General

Chairman ....... Josef J. Bendkowski
Salesh . e o5 o weisies Roman H. Strzelecki
FINIANCE: st shorhnies Lester Jankowski
Hntrres sy s o Josef .J. Bendkowski
ATESH oot e sy ity Myron E. Steczynski
Bonusel o il ] Roman Reinowski
Catalog-Patrons ...... Stanley Kucharz

John Bobo, Edward Gawenckij
Publicity ..... Chester Schafer, Walter

Szymlek, Myron E. Steczynski,
Roman H. Strzelecki

Asverd Presentation..l.ester Jankowski
Bramiest o e ot e Ray Bialobrzeski
Erophies. v Lt s Lester Jankowski

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Thomas Tenczar
10514 N. Clarkson
Denver 33, Colo.
Jan B. Pawlik
3219 N. Ridgeway
Chicago 18, Tl

BULLETIN ADS — PRICE LIST
For Polonus Members Only
Full Page — $12.00
Half page — 7.00
Quarter Page  4.00
One Inch Ad 1.50
Send copy and remittance to Editor.

CIVIL. WAR COLLECTORS’ ITEMS
Polonus Cacheted Covers (standard size) printed in blue, cancelled on 3-9-62
as First Day of Polpex with Scott’s No. 948 and 1113 or Scott’s 998 and 1113

Price 25¢ each -
POLPEX 1962 EXHIBITIOIYI PROGRAM BOOK

Containing many interesting articles and beautiful illustrations, pertaamng
to the Participation of Poles in the U.S. Cvil War of 1861-65.

Price 50c each - plus 8c postage

Send remittance to

ROMAN H. STRZELECKI
1439 N. Bell Avenue, Chicago 22, Illinois, U.S.A.

plus 4¢ postage
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONTUS . . .
By Roman H. Strzelecki, Secretary

METTING OF AUGUST 24, 1962

The meeting was called to order
right on time. Attendance was fairly
good with 21 members and two visitors
present. From the way it began, the
meeting was expected to be good and
long, but instead, it was short and
sweet. It was probably one of the
shortest ever held at Polonus. It all
lasted only nine minutes, including the
reading of the minutes by the Secreta-
rv, introducing the visitors and one,
but only one philatelic announcement.

It wias one of those days, where
there was mo business to discuss. This
was so because all the business was
hammered out at the last Board of Di-
rectors meeting, which lasted from 8
to 11:30 P.M.

An important philatelic announce-
ment was read by the Secretary, that
the C.P.S. will hold their Stamp Exhi-
bit on Nov. 9 to 12, 1962, at Shermgn
Hiotel. More details will be put in our
Bulletin at a later date.

The President made an announce-
ment that he received an invitation
from the C.P.S. to be a guest speaker
at their Octeber 18th, 1962 meeting. He
will deliver a lecture on the Newspa-
per Stamps of France. All Chicago
members are invited by the C.P.S. to
attend that meeting.

The meeting was adjourned without
any protests as everyone was eager to
look over the material displayed for
our monthly auction. Some of the late
Bert Powell’s material was to be aue-
tioned by our expert auctioneer Roman
Reinowski. As the material was very
good, there was stiff competition in
the bidding.

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 14, 1962

With 24 members and one visitor
present, the meeting was called to order
by the President at 8:30 p.m. sharp.
The Secretary read the minutes of the
previous meeting as well as the minutes
of the Board of Directors held on Sept.
12th. Because a quorum wias not present,
an official Board of Directors meeting
could not be held. But as there were
Polpex Committee members present, we

diseussed several problems of the com-
ing Polpex.

Getting back to the regular meeting,
as there was little business to be dis-
cussed, the President brought up Polpex
1963. First of all he announced the
Committee members and their respective
tasks. We are certain that the Chair-
man, with a little help from the mem-
bers will put on another outstanding
Polpex.

The President appealed to all pre-
sent to start digging dinto their stamp
treasury and prepare their collections
for the exhibit at the next Polpex.

At one of the previous Board of Di-
rectors meetings the 1963 theme was
discussed, and later it was adopted at
a regular meeting. At that time the
most fitting theme was the 1863 Ja-
nuary Issurrection in Poland and the
1863 Batitle of Gettysburg during the
Civil War. Both these events are of a
historiecal nature and since their 100th
anniversary is being commemorated,
we adopted these. Recently however,
the President received a number of
arguments against the adopted theme,
because of its similarity to the 1962
theme. Our Art Director Myron Ste-
czynski suggested the honoring of Mi-
kotaj Kopernik as the father of mo-
dern astronomy in connection with to-
day’s achievements in space. Naturally
at a suggestion like this a discussion
of pro and con is a “must” at our
meeting. The discussion as to the na-
ture of the theme could go omn indefi-
nitely, but here the President cut
everybody short by pointing out that
the theme was already accepted by the
members and only a motion to recon-
sider the theme could open a legal way
to further discussion. A motion was
made immediately to that effect, but
it was defeated and thus far the Janu-
ary Insurrection and the Battle of Get-
tysburg remain the Polpex theme.

One of our old and faithful friends,
J. Elmer Zinnsmeister, Editor of the
S.P.A. Journal, became ill and was
admitted to a hospital. A get well
card was mailed to him with best
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wishes from the Society. Today we re-
ceived a thank you note from FElmer,
who is already at home recovering,
and naturally feeling better.

The Secretary received a letter from
Kahoy Barrio School in the Philippines
with a request for some stamps of Po-
land for a school project designed to
promote and to encourage the hobby
of stamp collecting. Should any of you
have some to spare, let’s get them to-
gether, make a small package and mail
some Poland stamps into that far cor-
ner of the World. All such material
should be sent -to the Secretary, who
will report further developments in
this colummn.

The meeting was officially adjour-
ned at 9:35, but we proceeded with
reading and discussing the Constitu-
tion and By-Laws. No final decisions
will be made until all of the para-
graphs are read and finally approved
bv a special meeting.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Larry C. Zieler
1315 Hudson St.
Lincoln 2. Nebraska

— POLAND —

Mint — Used — First Day Covers
Want Lists Welcomed
Lowest Discount Prices

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO.
Box 323 Granite City, Tl

Give Your Old
Stamp Catalogues,
Albums, Magazines,
and Your Duplicates

to
STAMPS FOR THE
WOUNDED

Send Your Material To:
JOHN BOR
1810 N. Richmond St.
Chicago 47, Il

DON'T BELIEVE EVERYTHING
YOU READ!

Your editor came across an article
“Official Stamps of the Polish War Of-
fice in France” by Captain A. Stoeki,
in a 1943 Bulletin of the Association
of Polish Philatelists in Great Britain.
As it was a colorful write-up, touching
on an historical event in World War
II, he thought it worthy of being re-
printed in the “Polonus Bulletin” of
July-August, 1962.

Lo and behold, it turns out that the
stamps described in Stocki’s article
were ‘‘strictly private and specula-
tive; issued without the need and
knowledge of the Postal Authority;
with all profit from the sale of these
labels \going into the pockets of their
originator”.

Such were the conclusions of Dr. A.
Hartman, founder and for long dura-
tion, chairman of the Association of
Polish Philatelists in Creat Britain.
Dr. Hartman was in France in 1939-40,
was familiar with postal affairs, and
sailed on the same ship as Lt. Stocki
after the fall of France.

An article on this matter by Dr.
Hartman, was published in “Filatelista
Polski” and was later translated and
printed in our “Polonus Bulletin”, Ts-
sue No. 82, pages 2 and 3.

So you see—just because an article
appears in print does not mean that
its contents are entirely true. Your
editor has learned this lesson and is
passing it on to you.

OFFICIAL POLONUS FIRST DAY
PADEREWSKI COVERS

Beautiful 3-color embossed printed
on rag bond envelopes

4 cent Champion of Liberty
S e rat el o ol I e i $ .20
iBloclSofaRlouT i SRS 35
Plate Block (limited supply)... 1.00

8 cent Champion of Liberty
Sinpletio . tacaiv: ot i n S o gy $ .30
Blockivof S Foupit P S e on v .65
Plate Block (limited supply).. 1.75

Send remittance with
return postage to:
Roman H. Strzelecki

1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, 1II.
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NEW ISSUES
By J. J. Domar

Planned for release during July was
a set of 12 stamps, illustrating protec-
ted plants of Poland. They are are de-
signed by A. Balcerzak and printed in
multi-colored rotogravure in sheets of
100 stamps.

They were to be printed in three
stamps each in values of 60, 90 gr., 1.50
and 2.50 zloty.

The 60 groszy stamps are:

1. Crocus scepusiensis (Borb)

An early spring plant of the Tatras
as well as of the Beskidy and Bochnia.
2. Platanthera bifolia (Rich.)

One of the scarce orchids of Polish
flora. It generally grows on the forest
verges and glades and is in bloom
from May to August.

3. Acositum callibotryon (Rchb.)

Grows on rocky heaps. It is poison-
ous and used in the manufacture of
medicines.

The 90 groszy stamps are:

1. Gentiana Clusii (Perr. et. Song)

Blooms in spring and early summer,
grows on the Tatras lime rocks. Its
bitter roots are used for making medi-
cine.

2. Dictamnus albus (L.)

A poisonous plant, very rare in Po-
Jand. It is ¢to be found omly in the
Grabowiec forest near Busko and in
Kulin near Wloclawek.

3. Nymphea alba (L.)

A plant of lakes and ponds. It is
very pretty and also used for making
medicine.

The 1.50 zloty stamps are:

1. Daphne mezereum (L.)

A forest bush which blooms before
getting leaves. Its fruit is very poi-
son‘'ous.

2. Pulsatilla vulgaris (Mill.)

An early spring plant, growing in
the western pant of Poland. Its beauti-
ful flowers caused its devastation. It
is now very rare.

3. Anemone Silvestris (L.)

An early spring plant growing on
dry and sunny hillsides. Because of its
beauty it too, is now very ware.

The 2.50 zloty stamps are:

1. Trollius europaeus (L.)

A plant growing on marshy ground
and blooming late in spring.
2. Gualanthus nivalus (L.)

A plant blooming early in spring.
Because of its attractiveness in this
season it is nearly roughly devastated.
3. Adonis vernalis (L.)

Biwooming early in spring. It is a
very precious medicine plant and now-
adays is very rare.

The size of the stamps is 25x39.5 mm.

The number printed are:

60 groszy values — 2 million each
‘0 oaszv values — 1.7 million each
1.50 zi. and two 2.50 zf. — 1.2 million
each.

2.50 zt. (Adonis vernalis) — 800,000

On August 5, 1942, in the extermi-
nation camp of Treblinka, Janusz Kor-
czak (Dr. Henryk Goldszmit) a great
educator, protector and friend of child-
ren died at the hands of Hitler’s exe-
cutiomers.

His entire life was devoted to the
social affairs, protection and educa-
tion of children. He left a profitable
professional occupation as a physician
and organized and managed the “Or-
phans House” where he was not only a
physician, caretaker and friend of the
children, but also taught the young
people to prepare for the teaching pro-
fession.

Korczak wrote many books, both for
children and adults; some of which
are:

How to love a child

The Child’s Right To Esteem

The Rules of Life

King Matthew I, (children’s)

King Matthew On A Deserted Island

To commemonrate the 20th Anniver-
sary of his death, 6 stamps were to be
issued, late August or early September.

They were designed by J. Srokow-
ski, printed by multicolored offset on
chalked paper in sheets of 15. Size
31.25 x 43 mm.

Stamp No. 1—40 gr., Seulpture of Kor-
czak’s head by K. Dunikowski
Stamp No. 2—60 gr. King Matthew ar-
riving in the Capitol after a vie-

torious war.
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Stamp No. 3—90 gr., King Matthew of-
fering his wateh to the daughter
of a Cannibal King.

Stamp No. 4—1 zl., King Matthew be-
ing led to a place of execution,
exiled instead.

Stamp No. 5—2.50 zl,, King Matthew
grieving the death of his canary.

Stamp No. 6—5.60 zi., King Matthew
after his return from exile, as-
sumes power once more. He skates
while resting after becoming tired
with difficult state problems.

Number printed:

40 and 60 gr. stamps, 2 million each

90 gr. & 1 zi. stamps, 1.7 million each

2.50 ztoty, 1 million

5.60 ztoty, 600 thousand.

As announced in the July-August is-
sue of the Bulletin, the series of 3
stamps to be issued for Poland’s Nor-
thern Territories were released on
July 21,

The vertical 60 gr. value, depicts the
seal of Princess Elizabeth, daughter of
King Casimer the Great, and wife of
Prince Boguslaw V. The seal bears an
inseription “S. Elizabeth Dei Gratia
Ducesse Stavorum et Cuss”. It is an
expression of political ties of Western
Pomerania with Poland.

The horizontal 60 gr. value, shows a
view of a Wood -Shavings Insulating
plates factory at! Szezecinek. It is the
largest of its kind in Poland. It utili-
zes local raw materials for its produc-
tion. The label bears the inscription:
“Polish Northern Territories — Kosza-
lin Land.”

The vertical 1.55 zi. value shows the
Seal of Gdansk Castellan, Unislaw —
inseription: “S. Umnislai Castellani
Gdane.” The Slavonic name confirms
the character of Slovanic power held
over the town up to 1308.

The horizontal 1.55 zi. stamp shows
a portion of the largest Polish ship-
vard in Danzig. It builds tankers up to
40,000 VDW and a great number of
other type boats. The labels are in-
seribed: “Polish Northern Territories
— Gdansk Land.”

The vertical 2.50 zl. shows one of
the towers of the Frombork Cathedral,
an outstanding masterpiece of Gothic
Art.

The horizontal 2.50 zi. shows a che-
mical laboratory: .at the Agricultural
College at Kostowo near Allenstein.

Each of the 2.50 zi have a label in-
scribed “Polish Northern Territories —
Olsztyn Land.”

Amount issued 60 gr. 2 million; 150
z¥. 1.5 million; 2.50 z! 1 million. Prin-
ted at the State Printing Works. of
Securities, Warsaw. They were design-
ed by Czeslaw Kaczmarezyk.

On August 15, a stamp was released
to commemorate the F.I.P. Congress.

The design was adapted from a
painting by Jacek Malezewski (1855-
1929) — “The Poison Well.”

To the side of the stamp is added
a label with the inscription: “Philately
brings together people of all Countries”

It is printed in sheets of 40 and a
souvenir sheet of 4. On the upper mar-
gins of the sheets there are the 1nscr1p
tions: “Day of the International Phi-
latelic Federation — F.LP. 1962”

The size of the stamps are 24 x 36
mm. Amount issued 1,760,000 stamps
in sheets of 40 and 60,000 miniature
sheets.

K-LINE PAGES

FOR
POLAND
Supplement No. 6, 1961
Now Ready at $1.30

plus 20c postage

Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages
(to Members of Polonus only)
Special . Binder ..o 5.75 .50
Dust Case ......

K-LINE

PUBLISHING, INC.

1433 8. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 28, 1962 Program Meeting

Something mew! A round table dis-
cussion of Polish Airmails — Stamps
— Flights — Forgeries — Myron E.
Steezynski, Zdzistaw Wagrowski, Wal-
ter Szymlek and Lester Jankowski,
will show their airmail collections and
diseuss the manner in which such a
collection ean be built, how to mount
it for your own pleasure and what to
do to prepare the collection for exhi-
bition.

T'his program will be of great inte-
rest. A Beeba will follow — you know
what that means!

October 12, 1962 — Business Meeting

After the business of the Society is
disposed of, another Member’s Bourse!
More and more members are finding it
to their advantage to buy and sell at
the Member’s Bourse. Why don’t you
try it?

Another Bert Powell Auection is
rlanned for this evening.

October 26, 1962 — Program Meeting

One of the groups at Polonus that’s
been active in studying a phase in
Polish Philately is the one that under
tocok the Lublin Issue of 1918-19. At

POLAND SPECIALIZED
SPECIAL

JUST RECEIVED—NEW 1860-1961
ILUSTROWANY KATALOG
ZNACZKOW POLSKICH
Most complete and up
to date publication on
Polish Stamps ever is-
sued (in Polish). 278
Pages of listings and
illustrations, handy
pocket size catalog
—a MUST for every
collector of stamps

of Poland

Price $2.00
Post Paid
— ALSO —

available on request
NEW [SSUE BULLETIN
No. 1 covering all
1961 & 1962 issues

ROMAN J. BURKIEWICZ

‘‘House of Polish Philately’’
2883 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Chicago 18, Illinois
Phone: HU 6-4725

|
|
{
{
|

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
LESTER JANKOWSKI, President
10 §. La Salle St. Chicago 3, I,
ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary
1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, III.
EDWARD GAWENCKI, Treasurer
1453 Milwaukee Ave. Chicago 22, llI.
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman

2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago 47, 111
CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor

864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, IlI.

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-politizal.
Views expressed by the authors of articles ap-
pearing herein do no! necessrily express the
views of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —
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this meeting Chester Schafer will re-
veal some of this study group’s find-
ings in a talk on these stamps. The
group has made new discoveries enab-
ling the collector to be able to plate
a full sheet of stamps of some of the
overprint types. Chester will bring
along his collection and show what
progress he has made.

In addition, a Beeba is planned for
this evening.

BEAUTIFUL MULTI - COLORED
CACHETS COMMEMORATING
Space Launchings from the Cape
Canaveral area: postmarked date of
lounch, PATRICK AIR  FORCE
BASE, FLA. Original Cachets by
Carl A. Swanson. A minimum de-
posit of $5.00 will assure your re-
ceipt of the next 5 covers commemo-
rating only the most important of
launchings ($6.00 airmailed over-
seas); each cover contains descrip-
tive stuffer card giving even more
details of launching. Our subscribers
receive, free, subscription to THE
SPACE CRAFT EXPLORER,
monthly newssheet. 8c stamp will
bring sample copy.

SPACE CRAFT COVERS
P.0. Box 2296, Huntington, W. Va.
A.P.S. 42134. Polonus 682A.

A.T.A. 8404, NPS 19345
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